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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  TBS  SBCOND  SBSSION  OF  THE  FIFTEENTH  C0NGRB88,  BEGUK  AT  THE  CIXY  OF 
WA8HIHQT0N,  MONBAT,  NOTEMBEB  IS,  1818. 


UoMDAY.  N«rerabcr  16, 1SI6. 
Tbe  lecoiid  icMion  of  the  FUteemb  Congress 
commeneed  ifais  day  at  the  Cilj  of  WuhingioD, 
confoTintbly  to  the  act  passed  ihe  ISib  of  April, 
1818,  cDtilled  "  Ad  act  flzing  the  lime  foi  the 
next  maeiiugof  CoDgTeii;"  and  the  Sana te  as- 
sembled. 

David  L.  Mobril,  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampsbiie. 

Phektibs  Uellen,  from  MaMaohnsetta. 

James  BimuLi„jaiuoc,  from  Rhode  bland  aad 
ProTideDce  FlaDlatioDs. 

Isaac  Ticrbnok  aod  Wiu.uh  A.  Palmbk, 
from  VermoDt. 

David  Dassbtt,  fron  CowMatkaL 

Rnros  Euia&kd  Natbam  Samfdu),  from  New 
York. 

BiABLOn  Itao^ABOIT  B»d  jAin»  J.  WlLSOlf, 

from  New  Jersey. 

AamB  Laoooe  and  Joiuthah  Robbbtb,  from 
PmDaytTmia. 

Robbrt  H.  OoLnnoBouaB,  Avm  HsTflaDd. 

jAifBS  Babbovb  and  Jqbn  W.  Bpfes,  from 
Vi^ioia. 

IfATaANiEL  Macoh,  from  Nonh  Carolina. 

JoBN  QAILI.ABD  aod  William  Smith,  from 
Soath  Carottaa. 

JoBB  WiLLiAHff  and  Josh  Henbt  Batoh, 

Bbdjamir  RnoaLVB,  from  Ohio. 
BuQiuB  Fbombntin  and  HeitKr  Jomaos, 
from  LoDisiBDa. 


Walteb  Leaks  aod  Tbohab  H.  Wiluahb, 
from  MiasrssippL 

John  Qaillabd,  PtesidaBt  pro  teatpan,  re' 
sumed  the  Chair. 

Pbbmtiss  Mbllbb,  appaiaied  a  Senator  ij  Ihe 
Legislauie  of  the  Hiate  of  UasMchasetti,  to 
sappi;  the  TBUBCf  oeoastoned  by  the  rtHgaa- 
uoo  of  £li  P.  Ashmun ;  Wiluam  A.  Palhbb, 
aspmoled  a  Senator  by  the  Legiilanire  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  to  supply  the  tbcbdct  occb- 


■luued  by  the  recignitiMi  of  James  Fisk:  sad 
JoBN  Hbhbv  Eaton,  appoisted  a  Seaaior  by  the 
EUecaiiTe  of  the  Slate  of  TeBoetae^  to  supply 
the  veeKDoy  oecasiofted  by  the  retination  M 
George  W.  Caflapbell.  rcspeetively  produced  their 
credentials,  were  qtialifica,  aad  toolc  their  seBli-  in 
the  Senata. 

A  qnomiD  being  present,  a  meaeage  was  sen! 
to  the  House  of  Repreaeiitaiives,  notifying  tkat 
body  of  the  fact. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  jointly  with  a 
eemmiilee  to  be  appointed  br  the  other  Hoase, 
for  the  pnrpoae  of  waiting  on  toe  President  of  Ihe 
United  Slates,  to  Inform  him  thai  the  two  Honses 
were  organized,  Ac.  Messrs.  Maooh  and  Dab* 
OETT,  were  appofntad  of  the  committee  ob  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

A  Commitlee  of  Engrossed  Bills  was  appoint- 

l,consistiBgof  Messrs.  Ro  aot.B  a,  Diobbbkm,  a  od 

MSBBIL. 

A  Commitlee  t^  Aeeoants  was  appointed,  ooa- 
sistiog  of  Messrs.  Lacoox,  Da«sbtt,  and  Diok- 

r.  MoBRiL  offered  a  resotatioD  for  iffipoint- 
iag  a  ioini  Library  Commirtee.aird  Mr.  Wit-soK 
a  resoitKion  for  s{ipointlng  b  Chaplain  to  each 
House;  both  of  which  reaolttlions  recetred  their 
first  readings;  and,  after  adopting  the  osinl  mle 
respecting  newspapers,  the  Seoate  idjonrned. 

TvsmAV,  NoTember  17. 

Jebemiah  MoRROi(^  from  ihe  Stale  of  Ohio: 
and  Alexandbh  C.  Hanbon,  from  the  State  of 
Marvland,  Btteaded  this  day. 

Toe  resolution  for  the  aypoiDineDt  of  Chap- 
laios  to  Congress,  was  read  tne  secood  ttmi^  cob- 
aidered  as  in  Coraaittee  of  the  Whole,  rep«rt«d 
to  the  UonMwitlMtti  aaMndment,  read  the  thM 
time  by  noaiMttons  consent,  and  paased. 

Hr.  Uaooh  reported,  from  the  iwit  committer 
that  they  had  wanted  on  the  Pretideoiof  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  BBd  (bat  the  President  of  ibe  Daieed 
Slates  informed  the  committee,  tbat  be  woaM 
make  a  commnoieation  to  the  two  Homes  thi* 
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Sbkatb. 


Praidenft  Amuial  Menage. 


NOTBMBIB,  1B16. 


Hr.  MoRRiL  eubmilted  tha  followiDg  motion 
for  con(i deration  ;  which  wa*  rekd : 

Betohed,  Thil  Monn^oy  Bijly,  Doorkeeptr  lod 
8«iYMnt-*t-Anni  Co  the  Benite,  be,  and  he  bereb;  ii, 
authoriied  (o  emploj  one  Miutant  ind  two  honei,  for 
the  ptirpoM  ofperfomiDf  inch  Mrvicea.8i  are  luuiUy 
leqnired  bj  the  Dooriteeper  of  the  Sentte,  which  ex- 
iwnee  eheU  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  toad. 

Ordered,  Th>t  it  paee  to  ihc  wcond  reading. 

The  eagroBsti  reeoluiion  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joinl^ibrarf  Committee,  wa»  read  a  third 
lime,  and  pasied  ;  and  Mesers.  DiCEEaeoH,  Krno, 
and  Frohentid,  were  appointed  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

PBESIDENTB  HES8A0S. 

The  followin{[  Message  wai  receired  from  the 
Pbisidbnt  or  the  United  States  : 
FtUow<iiiitni  of  the  Senate 

and  of  fke  Houee  of  Sqireteatativet  .• 

The  aniineioai  dfcnnutiDcee  under  which  70a 
will  commence  the  datiee  of  the  preient  tfawnn  will 
lighten  the  bnideni  ineepuable  froai  the  high  trait 
eommhted  to  70a.  The  finite  of  the  eirth  tuTe  been 
nnnnieiw  abundant;  commerce  hai  flooriihed;  the 
leranne  naa  exceeded  the  moet  ^Torable  antidjiation, 
and  peace  and  and^  are  preierted  with  lorettn  Da> 
tioni  on  eonditioeu  jo*t  and  honorable  to  onr  ooantir. 
For  Iheaa  ineetintable  bleiHnga  we  cannot  bnt  be 
fT^efol  Is  that  Proridence  whieli  watches  otbt  the 
dastiiij  of  nations. 

Aa  the  term  limited  for  the  operation  of  the  eota- 
menial  conTention  with  Great  Britain  will  expire 
eailj  in  the  month  of  JuIt  next,  and  it  waa  deeaed 
important  that  there  ahoold  be  no  interral,  dorinB 
which  that  portion  of  onr  commerce,  which  waa  pro- 
vided for  bj  that  cmiTentioa,  ehoold  not  be  regnlaled, 
^Ihei  bj  airaniements  between  the  two  Qatem< 
aenta,  or  by  the  anthori^  ef  CongreM,  the  Miniiter 
ef  the  United  States  at  London  was  fnstrDcted,  early 
in  the  last  Snaimer,  to  inTite  the  attention  of  the  Brit- 
ish Qoverament  to  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  that 
object.  He  waa  iDstncled  to  propose,  also,  that  the 
negotiation  which  it  was  wished  to  open,  might  ex- 
tend to  the  general  commeite  of  the  two  conntriaa, 
and  to  eTOTj  other  interest  and  unsettled  diflerenee 
between  them;  particnlarlj  thoae  relating  to  impress- 
ment, the  Gsheriee,  and  bonndariea,  in  the  hope  that 
an  arrangement  might  be  made,  on  principles  of  re- 
dpiocal  adTan  lege,  which  might  comprehend  and  pro- 
ride,  in  a  aatiabctoij  manner,  for  all  tbeee  high  oon- 
cerna.  I  have  the  salisfoction  to  state,  that  dte  pro< 
poeel  waa  received  bj  the  British  Government  in  die 
apiiit  which  prompted  It,  and  that  a  negotiation  haa 
been  opened  at  London  embradug  all  theee  objects. 
On  fall  contideratioD  of  the  great  extent  end  migni- 
tode  of  the  tnist,  it  wss  thonght  proper  to  commit  it 
to  not  lees  than  two  of  onr  diitingniiheddtizeos.and, 
in  consequence,  the  Enroy  Extraordinary  and  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paria  haa 
been  associated  with  onr  £nToy  Extraordinary  and 
HinlsieT  Plenipotenttaiy  at  London ;  to  both  of  whom 
ooneqiMidingtnatnictione  have  been  given;  and  tbey 
are  now  engajged  in  the  discharge  of  it*  dnties.  It  is 
proper  to  add,  that,  to  prevent  any  ineonvonienee  re- 
Bulting  from  the  delay  incident  to  a  negotiation  on  so 
many  important  inl^ects,  it  was  agreed,  before  enter- 
ing on  it,  that  the  existing  convention  dioold  be  con- 
tinued for  a  term  not  leas  than  eight  years. 


Onr  relations  with  Spain  remain  nearly  in  the  state 
which  they  were  at  the  doee  of  the  laet  seaaion. 
he  convention  of  1803,  providing  for  the  adjustment 
certain  portion  of  the  daima  of  onr  d^iani  for  in- 


juries  sustained  by  spoliation,  and  so  long  anspgnded 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  has  at  length  been  tati- 
fled  by  it;  bnt  no  arranganeut  Ikaa  yet  been  made  for 
the  payment  of  anollier  portion  of  like  daima,  not  leee 
extensive  or  well  founded,  or  for  other  claaeee  of 
elatmB,or  for  the  eetUement  of  bonndaries.  Theee  inb- 
jecls  have  again  been  bronght  under  consideration  in 
both  eountiiee,  but  no  agreement  has  been  entered 
into  reapecting  them.  In  the  meantime  evenia  have 
oeenrred,  which  dearly  prove  the  ill  eflect  of  the  pdioy 
which  that  Qoverament  haa  ao  long  punned,  en  tM 
friendly  relatione  of  the  two  coontnea,  whidi,  it  la 

Cnmed,  it  ia  ae  least  of  ae  much  importance  to 
J],  aa  to  the  United  Statee,  to  maintain.  A  atata 
of  thing*  has  existed  in  the  Fkridaa,  llie  tendency  of 
which  haa  been  obvioos  to  all  who  ttave  paid  the 
elighteat  attention  to  the  progteea  of  a&ira  in  that 
quarter.  Throughout  the  whole  of  thoee  erovineea  la 
which  the  Spanish  title  extends,  the  OovemmanI 
of  Spain  haa  ecarody  bean  ftiL  Its  authority  haa 
been  confined  almoet  exdnsivdy  to  the  walls  of  Pen- 
sacola  and  8L  Augnatine,  within  which  only  small 
garriaoni  have  been  maintained.    Adventurers  from 


slaves,  have  found  an  aeyltim  there.  Several  tribee  of 
Indiana,  atmng  in  the  nomber  of  their  wanioNh  re- 
markable for  th«r  feredly,  and  whoae  eetllemente  ex- 
tend to  our  limits,  inhibit  theee  prorincee.  iiiaM 
different  hordes  of  people,  connected  together,  disre- 
garding, on  the  one  ude,  the  authority  of  Spain,  and 
protected,  on  the  other,  by  an  imaginary  Ibe,  which 
eepatatee  Florida  from  the  United  Statee,  have  rio- 
lated  our  laws  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  davee, 
have  practised  Terioua  frauda  on  our  revenue,  and 
oommitled  every  kind  of  outrage  on  our  peaeeabla 
"led  them  to 


perpetrate.  The  invaaion  of  Amelia  Island,  last  yeer, 
by  a  small  band  of  adventurers,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  At^  in  number,  who  wreeted  it  from  the 
inconsiderable  Spanish  force  stationed  there  and  held 
It  several  montba,  during  which,  a  single  eSbrt  only 
was  made  to  recover  it,  which  foiled,  dearly  provea 
how  completely  extinct  the  Spaniah  anthority  had 
become,  ea  the  eondact  of  those  edventnrere,  while  in 
poneaaion  of  the  island,  ee  distinctly  shows  the  pex- 
nidous  purpoeea  for  whidi  their  combination  had  been 

This  eonnliy  had,  in  fact,  become  the  theataw  of 
evary  qiedes  of  lawless  adventnre.  With  little  p^u- 
lation  of  its  own,  the  Spanish  aathori^  almoet  extinet, 
and  the  colonial  governments  in  a  state  of  revolu- 
tion, having  no  pretension  to  it,  and  anffidently  em- 
ployed in  their  own  concerns,  it  was  in  a  great  meee- 
ure  derelict,  and  the  object  of  cupidity  to  every 
adventnrer.  A  system  of  bncanneermg  wea  rs^dly 
organiiing  over  it,  which  menaced,  in  its  coneeqaencee, 
the  lawAil  commerce  of  every  naUou,  and  partienlarly 
of  the  United  Slatee;  while  it  pieeented  a  temptation 
to  evary  people,  on  whoee  sednction  its  snccees  prin- 
dpally  depended.  In  regard  to  the  United  States,  the 
pernidoue  effect  of  this  unlawfril  oMubhiatiou  was  not 
confined  to  the  ocean.  The  Indian  tribe*  have  cMi- 
stitnted  the  efi^ective  Ibroe  ic  Florida.  With  theee 
tribee  theee  adventurers  had  ktrmed,  at  an  eariy  pe- 
with  a  riew  to  avail  tfaemselvea  of 
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NoTnnR,  18ia 


PretUmi'v  AvmiU  Mimagt. 


SlKATI. 


Oal  fbrM,  to  pTOBiots  QMb  own  jtoitebi  of  Mcnmala- 
tini  Mid  agfrftnidiuBnit.  It  it  to  du  intoifbraiiM  of 
MMue  of  than  ■d*«itai«n,  in  inivnTweiitins  tba 
citimi  •ndUIIw  of  die  Inditn*  lo  land,  uid  in  pnc- 
iWnf  on  thtjr  unge  firopaniitiw,  that  ths  Semmole 
mr  b  prioeipdij  to  ba  traead.  Men  vhtt  Ikni  con- 
nect IhemialTea  with  Mvage  comnniiilie*,  tod  ttimti- 
Ikt*  them  to  wtr,  vhicfa  ia  tlwajr*  attended,  on  their 
pert,  with  aeta  of  baibaritjihe  neat  ihoeking.daaaTTe 
to  be  viewed  in  a  worae  li(ht  than  the  aaTagaa.  Thej 
woold  eertainlj  have  no  claim  to  an  unmoaitj  Ihim 
Ilia  paniahmant,  which,  aceording  to  the  rnlea  of  war- 
"—^  by  the  MTagea,  might  jnatJ;  be  inflicted 


■ra  practiaad 
n  the  aaTaga 


If  the  embamtameDta  of  Spain  prerented  her  from 
Making  an  indemnitj  lo  ODr  citileni,  for  ao  long  a 
time,  from  her  treaaor;,  fin-  their  laaaei  b;  apoliation  and 
odierwiae.it  waa  alwarain  lier  power  to  hare  prorided 
it,  hy  die  oeation  of  Ihia  tenitoTj.  Of  thia  her  Oar* 
tmmeat  faaa  been  repeatedlj  a^[nixed,  and  the  eaaaioB 
waa  (he  more  lo  have  been  anticipated,  aa  Spun  moat 
have  known  that,  in  ceding  it,  aha  wooU,  in  eSect, 
eede  what  lud  become  of  little  value  te  her,  and  would 
Ukewiae  reliere  heraelf  from  tha  inportant  oUigalioD 
aecnied  bj  the  trea^  of  17H,  and  all  other  eomyn- 
mitmenta  reapectiiiK  it>  If  the  Vniled  Stalaa^  nom 
conaideralion  of  theae 


OoTorament  of  Spain.  It  i«  well  known  to  her  Ovr- 
anunent  that  other  Powera  have  made  to  the  Uitited 
State*  an  indemnity  In  like  loaaea  anatained  bj  their 
dttiena  at  the  aama  epoch. 

There  i*,  neTertheleaa,  a  limit,  beyond  which  thla 
tfirii  of  amity  and  forbearance  can  in  no  Inatanco  be 
jnatiAed.  If  it  waa  proper  lo  rely  on  amicable  nego- 
dation  for  an  Indemnity  of  louea,  it  would  not  haTo 
been  ao  to  bava  permitted  tha  inability  of  Spain  to 
fhlflt  hex  en|agementt,  and  to  analain  her  anthortty  in 
die  Floridai,  to  tie  perverted,  by  foreign  adTantnren 
and  aAvagea,  to  pnrpoae*  ao  deatmetive  to  the  liTga  of 
onr  fellow-citiieiiB,  and  the  higbeit  intereita  of  the 
United  Statea.  The  right  of  lelf-defence  nerer  ceatei. 
It  ia  kinong  the  moat  aacted,  and  alike  neceaaary  to 
nationa  and  indlvidnala.  And,  whether  ttie  attack  be 
made  by  Spain  heraelf,  or  by  thoae  wbo  abuae  her 
power,  ill  obligation  ii  not  the  leu  itrong.  The  in- 
radera  of  Amelia  laland  had  aaaamed  a  popnlar  and 
raapected  title,  under  which  they  might  approach  and 
wound  na.  Aa  their  olject  waa  duitinctly  aeen,  and 
the  dnty  impoeed  on  the  Biecnlive,  by  an  exitting 
law,  -waa  projbandly  fall, that  maak  waa  not  permitted 
to  protect  them.  It  waa  thought  incumbent  on  the 
Cmted  Statea  to  anppreea  the  eetabliahment,  and  it 
waa  Booordingly  done.  The  eombiiiation  in  Florida, 
fiw  the  nnlawftil  pnrpoee*  atated,  the  acU  perpetrated 
by  that  comUoatloD,  and,  above  alt,  the  incitement  of 
the  Indiana,  to  maaaaere  oar  fetlow-citiiena,  of  every 
age,  and  of  both  aaiea,  merited  a  like  treatment,  and 
received  it.    In  punning  theae  aavagea  to  an  imagi- 


Had  that  been  done,  the  war  could  never  ceaae.  Even 
if  the  territory  had  been,  aicloaively,  timt  of  Bp^, 
and  her  power  complete  over  it,  we  had  a  rigfal,  by 
tha  law  of  nationa,  to  fUlow  the  enemy  «n  it, 
and  to  (obdne  him  there.  But  the  teiritoty  belonged, 
in  a  certun  aenae,  al  leaat,  to  the  aavage  anemy  who 
Inhabited  tt;  the  power  of  Spain  liad  oaaaad  to  exiat 


over  it,  and  proteetlon  waa  aenght,  nnder  bw  title,  hj 
tboaa  who  tud  committed  on  our  citiaana  hoatilltJea 
•mUA  abe  waa  bound  by  treaty  te  have  prevented,  but 
had  not  the  power  to  prevent.  To  have  elopped  at 
that  line  woold  have  given  new  encouiagemeat  t» 
Ibeae  aavagea,  and  new  vigor  lo  the  whole  cenbiB*- 
lion  eziating  Ihete,  in  th«  pioaeaitioii  of  all  ile  peioi* 


ijHaaaaiiij  the  eatahliabmeBt  at  Amelia  Uan)d, 
no  nnfrwndUnaaa  waa  naaiiialad  towarda  Spain,  b^ 
canaa  the  poet  wae  taken  &om  a  force  fludi  had 
vrreated  it  Dom  her.  The  meaaata,  it  ia  true,  waa 
not  adopted  in  concert  with  the  ^aiUah  Qovemmen^ 
or  thoee  in  antberi^  nnder  it ;  beoauaa,  in  traneao- 
tioiM  oonneoled  wift  the  war  in  whi^  8p^  and  the 
ootoiiiaa  are  engaged,  it  waa  tboaght  proper,  in  dring 
joatice  to  the  United  Stalee,  to  maintain  a  attkt  im> 
panialiiy  towarda  both  the  belligerent  partiaa,  witbont 
eenanhing  or  acting  in  conoert  with  Mlher.  It  give* 
me  pleaaore  to  atata,  that  the  Qovemmenle  of  Bneaoa 
Ayrea  and  Veneaaela,  whoae  namea  were  aaenmed, 
have  eiplidttr  dtadalmed  all  partisipatten  In  Iheee 
meaturae,  and  even  the  knowledge  of  dwm,  tnlil^ 
communicated  by  thia  Oovamment,  and  have  alao  m 


pteaaod  Ihwi 

had  been  aarateaeed,  which,  if  jnatly  imputable  t 

them,  would  diibanor  their  canae. 

In  autborinng  H^jot  General  Jackew  M  enter 
Florida,  in  paranit  of  the  Seminole^  care  waa  takes 
nol  to  encroaoh  on  the  righte  of  Spain.    I  nvrat  to 


reepecting  _ 

Spain,  in  authority  there,  in  eDcouraging  fliBwar,fBr> 
Milling  mnuitlana  of  war,  and  other  anffiliee,  to  M 
it  on,  and  in  oflier   acta,  not  leM  marked,  wl 
evinced  their  participation  in  the  hoetile  purpo 
that  combination,  and  juatilled   the  conldenDe 


which  it  inmired  the  aavagee,  that,  by  thoee  oOeera 
they  would  be  polected.  A  conduct  ao  incMBpatiUa 
with  the  friendly  relatioDa  eziatiiig  balween  the  two 
couDtriea,  particulariy  with  tha  poaitive  obligation  of 
die  Mh  article  of  the  tiea^  of  I79S,  by  which  Spaia 
wae  bound  to  reatrain,  even  by  force,  thoae  aavagea, 
from  Bcto  of  hoatilily  a|[aiiiit  the  United  Statee,  could 
"''''  ~  ''     ~iiprife.    The  Commanding  Oen- 

leetaect 

not  deprive  thoee  aavagea  of  A _ 

they  had  ealcnlated,  and  of  the  protection  o 
they  bad  relied  in  making  the  war.  Aa  all  the  doeu- 
menta  rdating  to  thia  occnrrenee  will  bo  laid  bafoie 
Congieaa,  it  ia  not  neoeaaary  to  enter  into  (hidter 
detaU  reapecting  it 

Althoagh  tha  reaeoiii  which  induced  Major  GaO' 
eral  Jackaon  to  take  theee  poata  were  duly  appreciated, 
there  waa,  nevertbeleai,  no  heiitation  in  deciding  on 
tha  coarae  which  it  became  the  OoTemment  to  pur- 
Bue.  Aa  there  waa  isaion  to  believe  that  the  com- 
mander*  of  theee  poeti  had  violated  their  inatmctiona, 
there  waa  no  diipoaition  to  impnle  to  their  Oovem- 
ment  a  oondnct  ao  improveked  and  hoatile.  An  order 
waa  in  eenaeqaonce  iaaued  to  the  General  in  oom- 
matid  there  to  deliver  the  poete— Penaaoola,  nnoondi- 
donally  to  any  peraon  duh  autboiiied  to  receive  It ; 
and  St.  MaAa,  which  ia  in  the  heart  of  the  Indian 
conniiy,  on  the  arrival  of  a  competent  force,  to  defrnd 
it  againat  thoae  aavagee  and  their  aaeoditea. 

In  entering  Flori<bt  to  enppreaa  thia  combination,  no 
idea  waa  entertained  of  hoatiUty  to  Spain,  and,  how- 


IS 
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NgrxHBBA,  181S. 


•nr  jwtiAdita  Ua  CoDuundioK  OmmmI  ma,  w  ww 
M^CDM  of  Ike  HkcMidvct  of  the  ^Miiili  odiuu,  in 
•DttriBf  St.  Mttki  and  P«n«aook)  to  taneiuU  it,  by 
pKifMI totluMngM  and  their  MW«i«lai  thsttkaj 
■boW  Mt  b«  pMteotad  BTM  Hum;  jBt  tb«  uucaUe 
TTlrtiTiT-  niitiBK    betirMB   Iks   UoiUd  St«lM   uid 
8r*in  oootd  not  be  lUend  by  thM  Mt  tloM.    B;  oi^ 
deriog  the  reetitutioD  of  the  poala,  thoM  teUlioB*  wor* 
II n  WW  Hill     To  k  cb«Bt)e  M  Ihrai  lb«  power  of  '' 
EjMMrtiv*  io  deeiaed  iMonpetoM.    It  ie  ««il«d 
CoagTMi.«fiIj> 
By  thW  iMMwe,  m  pi«B^;  takan.  daa  ratfiMt 


ilaf  8f«iK.    Tlw 

firridwl  of  hw  oftow*  haa  not  baoa  inpirtad  to  het. 
She  WM  eaaUed  to  reniew  wUk  oandor  her  lelatiaaa 


leaaea  ire  Ju*e  Nataiaed,  for  wlueli  indaianilr  haa 
bam  ••  lOBf  wUhbaU,  and  tk»  iDJicia*  we  havo  la^ 
fmed  thfao^  that  torritorj,  aad  her  nsan  of  lednaa, 
i)M  «M  Uuwin  anablad  to  (^u,  with  honor,  lb* 
flmurr  bait  aalculated  la  do  jtutiaa  to  the  Unkad 


in  the  tnalfltfArfaadLMt  and  Ambrirtw ;  and  of 
the  aaneapondOKa  betwaan  thio  Sacietarj  of  Stata 
•nd  Iba  MiaMtrT  PknipotoBtiaij  of  Spain  near  Ifaia 
finTrraimt :  and  of  tb«  MiaiMer  Ptanipolentiaij  of 
the  United  SlaM*.  at  Kadiid,  with  tka  OoTKmneBit  of 
^lain,  wiU  be  Uid  bitea  Conftaaa. 

Tha  crril  w«r,  which  bar  lo  long  Hevailod  between 
Sfain  and  tha  protinoa*  in  Sontfa  Aworiaa,  itiU  oan- 
thinaa  irithont  any  priwp«et  dI  ita  epaai^  toaninatipn. 
Tha  laffwMiBn  rneetinc 
"  h  baa  been  M 


raiMUlj  reWmad  fiani  thann,  will  be  laid 
before  Conpaea,  in  couaa  of  their  tcworta,  with  MM^ 
«  bae  baan  MCMrcd  bm  other 


acanto  (tf  the  Vnitad  Stalaa. 

It  appaait,  &«m  thwo  owamnniearimia.  tbtf  tha 
OoremaMnl  of  Bn«naa  Ajraa  deolered  itaslf  iudafiB- 
dent  in  Jnly.  IBIS,  harinf  prariowlj  aaarriaad  tha 
powK  of  an  indopMidant  Oortmnant.  llwaib  in  th« 
name  of  the  Kins  of  Spain,  from  the  jaar  laiO:  that 
tha  Banda  ChiaM^  Entoe  Bioa,  «id  Paiaiu^,  with 
the  cit<r  of  Sani*  Fa,  all  of  wfakh  mo  al««  indapM- 
tett,  are  uoMinaeted  with  the  ptaaent  ChMMnunanl 
of  BMoaeAjma:  th«  ChiU baa  dadared  itaalf  indo- 
pandant,  and  i«  doeelj  eonoeeled  with  BnenM  Ajna; 
that  VanameU  hw  alao  declared  itieJf  independent, 
and  now  naialaini  the  conflict  with  Tariooi  mccaM ; 
and  that  tbe  ram^jniog  patti  of  Soalh  America,  ex- 
cept Honterideo,  and  inch  other  perliooi  of  the 
caitam  bank  of  the  La  Plata  aa  are  held  bjr  Fartagal, 
are  itilJ  in  the  poMeesion  of  Spain,  or,  in  a  certain 
decree,  under  her  inflneoce. 

Bt  a  circalar  note  addrawad  ^  tba  Uinitfera  of 
Spain  10  tbe  allied  Fowen  with  wbom  they  aio  ro- 
^actifely  aectaditad.  it  appean  thM  the  alliae  hara 
iiudartalun  lo  madiUa  baiwam  Spain  and  the  Boath 
AnarUan  prorineaa,  and  that  the  nannar  and  extent 
of  thdr  inlerpouivin  woold  bo  aeltlad  t^  a  CoograH, 
which  waa  to  nari  . .    .    ~. 


it  Aiz-la-Cbapalla  in  S^ton- 


j  obaarred  bj  tha  a 


la  inlsnad  that  thay  will  oonttna  Ibair 
0  lh«  aipreMien  of  their  aantimenta; 
abataining  from  tha  aj^lication  of  Ibrco.    I  itato  Ihia 
'iOQ,  that  force  will  not  be  applied,  with  tha 
MiaiaatiBi 


Blatant  with  juaticai  and  lihewiae  anlhotiiee  a  hope 
that  the  calauitiaa  of  tha  war  will  bo  coofinad  to  tba 
paitiaa  only,  and  will  ba  of  abetter  duration. 

From  tha  new  taban  of  Ibia  lubject,  bonded  on  all. 
the  inlbrMation  Ibal  wa  hare  bean  able  to  obtain, 
there  ia  |;ood  caaae  to  be  aatiified  with  Uia  cooiaa 
harato&ia  panned  by  the  United  Slalea,  in  refaid  I* 
tbia  aonleat,  and  to  oonduds,  that  it  ia  proper  lo  a^ 
heTB  to  it,  eepedally  in  the  pieeinl  itata  of  adain. 

I  hale  great  aatiilaction  in  itatinB,  that  cor  reU- 
tiona  with  Franca,  Boiaia,  and  other  Powan,  conlintu 
on  dka  moat  fnendl;  bwia. 

Lb  onr  domaatlc  oonoana  we  have  anpla  casia  of 
ialiafcation.  The  iiaoalpta  into  tha  Treaaniy,  dwwiB 
tbe  three  iiat  qoartera  of  tbe  year,  hava  ezeaadad 
aerMriaen  mUSona  of  dollara. 

AAer  Batai^ring  all  tha  dentanda  which  bare  been 
made  aader  eulinB  evpropiiationa,  indndina  the 
final  Mtinctinn  ef  the  old  au  pet  oaoi.  atock,  and  the 
radamgHion  of  a  uoia^  nt  the  Looiaiana  debt,  it  ia 
ealinaied  that  Ihaia  will  ramaio  in  tha  Tieas«UT,  on 
the  StbI  day  of  Jannaiy  next,  more  Aan  two  milHiTBr 
itfdoUtra. 

IB  BAcerttunad  that  the  groea  reaenne  which  baa 
lad  from  the  cnatoma  daring  the  aame  penad 
Bianmiilt  to  twentj-oBo  mitUou  of  ^Uais,  and  ibnt 
revanne  ef  Ihia  whole  year  auy  be  eatitnalad  at 
leaa  than  twenty-eii  milliona.  The  aale  of  the 
pablic  land*  daring  tha  year  hu  alio  greatly  ex- 
ceeded, both  in  qnantity  and  price,  Ihat  of  any  format 
year ;  and  there  ia  jnat  reaaon  to  expect  a  progreaaiTe 

Jiroiement  in  that  aouroe  of  rerenne. 
t  ia  gratii^iBg  to  know,  that,  alihongh  the  annaal 
expenditure  fiaa  been  Incraaaod  by  the  act  of  Ihe  laat 


the  nstional  rtaonrca^  by  the  ordinary  ineieaM  of  ooi 
popalation,  and   by  the  gradoal  derelopnant  of  onr 
latent  Bonrcea  of  national  proaperity. 
"He  atriet  axecation  of  the  revBnae  Uwa, 


the» 

lawB  baa,  It  ia  praenmed,  aecnied  to  domeatio  n 
tadorea  all  tbe  relief  that  can  be  derired  &om  the  do- 
tiea,  which  hare  bean  impoaed  upon  fcreign  aerchait- 
diae,  for  tb^  proteclioa.  Under  the  influanoe  lOf  thia 
ralief,  aereral  braaahee  of  thia  important  national  i» 
lareet  hare  BMUmed  greater  actirity,  and,  altbongh  it 
ia  hoped  that  olhen  will  gradually  rerire,  and  nlti- 
raatofy  triamph  orer  aiaryobatacle, yet  th4  expediency 
of  granting  nuther  protection  ia  aubmitted  lo  you 


by  exiadng 
and  aetiri^ 


patch  practicable  in 
taking.  Tbaanrrey  of  ov  maritime  and  inland  fron* 
"  mod  i  and,  at  the  poinle  where  it 
iertificatioiN,  tbe  work  baa  been 
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of  tba  coaat  tiMNio  daugnated,  and  to  report  Ibeir 
pinion  of  the  moat  sniuble  litei  lot  ti*a  nanl  depots. 
This  work,  ii  in  B  trun  of  execution.  The  opimoa  of 
lite  Boudoa  thiiiDbjoct,  with  ■  plan  of  all  the  worki 
neceaiarr  to  a  general  gjtteta  of  defence,  (O  bi  aa  it 
liaa  been  formed,  will  be  laid  befsM  Congrut,  in  a  re- 
port fhtm  the  proper  department,  M  aoon  aa  it  can  be 
prepand. 

In  eonftnnitj  with  th«  asprepriatioiia  of  the  Jait 
Mfeion,  treatiea  bare  been  formed  with  th«  Qnapaw 
tribe  of  Indian!,  inhabiting  the  countir  on  tfaeArkan- 
aae,  and  with  the  Great  and  Little  OMgea  oerM  sf 
the  White  lt<«T ;  with  the  kribea  in  the  SUta  of  Indi- 
BM ;  wiUi  Ae  aeveral  tribe*  «i(hin  the  Stale  of  Ohio, 
and  the  Hicliigan  Territoi7 ;  and  with  the  Cbasknaawii 
bj  which  Teij  extenara  oaMNM  of  MR^mrj  have 
batq  made  to  the  United  8tatea.  N^otiatieu  we 
now  depending  with  the  tiibea  intbelUineieTertilMj, 
and  with  the  Choctaw*,  by  which  it  ii  upaeted  that 
other  aitanui*  ceMone  will  be  made.  Ilaka  great 
intered  in  itating  that  the  caaaooa  aLreai^  made, 
which  an  conaideradao  important  lo  the  United  Slatea, 
ha«e  been  obtained  on  oonditioiLi  Ttiy  aatiaJeotor;  to 
the  Indiana. 

With  a  liew  to  the  eecnitr  of  oar  tohmd  btetiara, 
it  baa  been  thon^t  expedient  to  eataUiih  alMng  poela 
at  the  mouth  of  TeUow  Stone  RiTcr,  and  at  the  Man- 
dan  Tillage,  on  the  Hiaiouri :  and  at  the  mouth  of  St. 
Petan,  on  the  Miaeiaiippi,  at  no  great  dutance  from 
onr  northern  boundaria*.  It  can  hardly  be  pree umed, 
while  inch  poata  are  meinlained  in  the  rear  of  the  In- 
dian tribea,  that  thn  will  rentnre  to  attack  oor  peace- 
iMe  inhabltanta.  A  etnng  hope  is  entertained  that 
Ibu  msaann  will  likewite  b«  prodnctiTa  of  much  good 
ta  the  tribea  tlieiiMel*e*;  eapeeially  in  promoting  the 
gM«t  object  of  tbek  elraiutMa.  Bxperienee  haa 
eUarly  danoMtnted,  that  indeneBdent  eavage  oem- 
mnnitieB  caBoet  long  aiiat  within  thalinitaM  •  dri- 
liaed  popnlalian.  The  ptogiaai  of  the '  latter  haa,  •!• 
moat  iniariably,  terminated  in  the  exiinetioa  of  the 
fomet,  eipeeiauy  of  the  tribea  belonging  to  oar  portion 
of  tU*  braiiniiMM,  uuoBg  whom,  leftineaa  of  arati- 
iBont,  and  gaUantiy  in  aelioD,  have  been  couapicaoaa. 
To  eiailiaa  ibem,  and  erca  M  pwrMtt  Ibab  eotfaMtien, 
it  imna  to  be  indiapanaahle  that  tbair  indapendance, 
•a  onmmnniriaa,  ahoold  cewe,  and  that  the  oontrol  of 
tbe  Unitad  Stataa  orw  tham  ahenld  be  oomi^ala  avl 
nndiapulad.  ThahonlarataU will  than bamoreeaiily 
ahaikdonad,  and  racoataa  will  be  had  to  the  acqniiitian 
and  coltura  of  land,  and  to  otlur  pnianita  tending  to 
faaolTe  the  tiea  which  connect  uiem  together  a*  a 
iavage  commnni^,  and  to  giva  a  new  character  to 
vtaj  inditidnal.  I  preient  thia  iubject  to  the  conaid- 
oration  of  Congreie,  on  the  preeumption  that  it  may 
.be  found  expedient  and  practicable  to  adopt  aome  b»- 
noTolent  proTiaioni,  haring  theee  el^ecta  in  riew,  rel- 
ive to  the  tribw  widxin  onr  aattlementi. 

It  haa  been  neceaaaiy,  during  the  pnaent  year,  to 
maintun  a  itrong  nairal  force  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  in  theOnlfof  Mexico,  and  to  lend  tome  pnblic 
rfnpa  along  the  Sonthem  cout,  and  to  the  Paeifio 
Ocean.  By  theie  meana,  amioible  relationa  whh  the 
Barb«iy  Powen  hate  been  preaerred,  our  cocnmerce 
haa  been  protected,  and  onr  Hghta  reepedad.    "nia 

_.., r — HI — -«dTaoang,with*ate--'- 

mlemplBted  by  law. 


I  cemmnnieata,  with  giaat  ■ 
■ion  of  another  State,  Illinoia,  (o  onr  Union  i  becauaa 
1  perceive,  from  the  proof  aSorded  by  tlie  additions  al- 
ready made,  the  regular  progreas  and  surti  conaumm*- 
tionof  apolicy,  of  which  hietory  afford*  no  simple,  and 
of  which  the  good  efbct  cannot  be  too  highly  eitima- 
ted.  By  extending  onr  OoTernmenC,  on  the  [winciplei 
of  onr  Conatitntion,  over  the  Taat  territory  within  onr 
limits,  on  A«  lahea  and  the  Mimoippi.  and  ile  nn- 
meroae  itreana,  new  lilb  and  Tiger  are  jidbaed  into 
•vary  partof  our  iystem.  Bj  ineraaNng  the  nonibM' 
of  the  Stataa,  the  confidence  of  the  State  gaTemnMOta 
in  theii  own  aecarity  ia  inocaaed,  and  their  jealouar 
of  tbe  National  Government  proportionally  diminUiaa. 
The  impraotieabilitj  of  on*  coneotidated  OoTeinment 
for  thia  gretf  and  growing  nation  will  be  more  q^rant, 
and  will  be  uniTeraally  admitted.  Incuiable  (^  eiar- 
ciaing  local  authority,  except  for  general  pnipoaes,  the 
General  OoTernmant  will  no  longer  be  dreaded.  In 
those  caiea  of  a  local  nature,  and  for  all  the  great  pua. 
po««*  for  which  it  waa  initituled,  its  authority  will  be 
cheriabed.  Each  QoTammant  will  acquire  new  force 
and  a  greater  freedom  of  action,  witbin  iti  proper 
■phere.  Other  ineetimable  edrantages  will  fbUow  .-  our 
^KOdDcewtll  be  aagmeoted  to  an  incalculable  amoont, 
m  aitiolasef  the  graateit  lalne  for  domaatic  u>e  and 
formgn  commerce.  Our  uaTigatianwill,inlike  degree 
be  iucreaied ;  and,  aa  the  ahipping  of  the  Atlantk 
Statu  will  be  emplored  in  the  transportation  of  dte 
TBxt  prodnca  of  the  Weatem  conutry,  oTen  thoaa  parts 
of  the  Uiilad  StaMa,  wUch  Me  meat  renote  ban 
W  W  tether  boond  togaber  by  tbe 


TheaUBali«neflhiaI>latrial,itlB  thoagbt,  reqwe* 

e  sttaMiaa  of  CngiaM.    By  the  ConalitnlieB,  the 

power  of  lagialalion  la  eadnii*afy  veated  in  fbe  Csi^ 

grns  aT  the  Unhai  Sutas.    In  the  aaroM  of  thia 

lie  baTe  n«  paitiaipatian. 


pawaa,  m  ■ 

Coagraa  k 


:k 


conoamaof  theDiatrict.  Aa  this  ia  a  Aapartniia,  for  a 
Bpeod  pacpeia,ftMn  tbagianaMl  yrinaiplisrf  ear  eye- 
' —  it  m^  mem%  conaidaMti^,  whathnr  an  arraDve. 
I  baiter  ad^ited  to  die  printipha  of  onr  Oarera- 
ment,  and  to  the  particular  interasta  of  the  people 
■uQ' not  be  deaiaad, Vhieh  wiB  nailhaT  Isftinse  tbe  €»!• 
"■"■  -■  .  ..    «^set  which  the  pKiTiwen  In 

leaaenm.  The  growing  papa- 
lation,  already  condderahle,  and  the  iftaraaang  bM- 
nees  of  the  Diatriat,  which  it  i*  baherad  abaedy  iB<ar> 
feres  with  the  deliberationa  of  CoBgraae  aa  great  n^ 
forniih  additional  moliiea  for  raoeiB- 


mending  this  subject  to  your  cc 

When  we  Tiaw  the  great  blessings  with  which  out 
country  has  been  forored,  thoee  which  we  now  enjoy, 
and  the  means  which  we  poesess  of  handing  them  doini, 
ipaimd,  to  0B>  lateat  poateci^,  on  attention  ji 
irreaftiblj  drawn  lo  the  source  fi^m  whence  they 
flow.  liOt  IN  than  unite  in  ofiaring  onr  moit  gratefiil 
acknowledgment*  for  Iheae  bkanngs  to  the  IMTina 
Author  of  aU  Good.  JAMBS  MQNBOE. 

NOTUIHB  16,  1818. 

The  Meaiage  wu  read,  nad  two   thonatisd 


Wg  DUES  DAT,  Nonmbei  18. 
HiBRisoK  QnAr  Otis,  from  the  Btnte  of  Mb» 
aiehaattia,Kt(«nd«4  this  d»;. 


HISTOKY  OF  OONOBEBS. 
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SiNATB. 


Slandmff  Ommittte: 


NoraMBas,  161S. 


Mr.  Bxvroao  Bnbmittrd  the  followiag  motion 
for  coDBideration ; 

JUtohed,  That  tha  Cammitlea  on  Pablic  Lmod*, 
inquire  into  ths  proprietj  of  ametiding  tha  cziMing 
l»wa,  in  aaeh  minnai,  that  the  rignataie  of  tbe  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  Stale*  (ball  not  be  reqniula  to 
patent*  for  land. 

The  reaolntioD  to  authorize  the  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeeni-nt-Armt  to  the  Senate  to  eioplaf 
one  aaaiitnnt  and  two  honea,  wia  read  the  aeeood 
lime,  eootidercd  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
reported  to  the  Honse  without  atnendmeat,  read 
the  third  time  hj  unanimoyi  coment,  and  pasted. 

On  motion  bf  Hr.  Babbdub,  it  wu  reaolved 
thai  the  standing  coromitteea  to  be  appointed  bj 
the  Senate  consist  of  Are  members  each,  and 
that  the)'  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise', and,  on  bis  motion,  it  was  reaoWed  that 
tbe  Senate  will,  on  Friday  next,  at  12  o'clock, 
proceed  to  the  appoiotcaeDt  of  the  slandingcom- 
mitteen  of  thia  House. 

TnnBaDAT,  November  19. 

JoBif  J.  Cbittendem,  from  the  Slate  of  Ken- 
tuekr,  attended  ibis  day. 

Mr.  Sanforo  submitted  I  be  following  moliooa 
for  cODsideralion  : 

Buohtd,  That  lo  naeb  of  the  Haaaaie  of  the  ?!•• 
Ndent  of  the  United  Btataa  as  lelataa  to  fbraign  a&in, 
be  raftfied  to  tbe  CouniHea  eo  Foraifn  HalatiooB. 

Rtttkti,  That  ao  much  of  the  Haeaage  of  tha  Pre- 
lUeut  of  the  United  Slatea  aa  telalea  to  finanee,  ba 
rabirad  to  the  ConuwUee  of  Finanoa. 

Betohtd,  Thataoniuclioftb*H«MaceoftbBPre> 
aideiit  of  tbe  United  Stataa  ai  ralataa  to  commeroa  and 
nann&eturaa,  ba  laferred  to  tha  Commiuaa  at  Com- 
maree  and  Manufactorea. 

JieMjB«l,Thatao  much  ofthe  Haaaaga  of thePnai- 
dent  of  the  United  Stataa  aa  relate*  to  tbe  Dtatriet  of 
ColumUa,  b«  teJenad  to  the  Comnittee  for  tha  Dia- 


Stx^Md,  That  ao  much  of  tbe  Haatege  of  tha  _  _  _ 
aidant  of  the  Doited  State*  a*  relate*  to  the  Indian 
trUtaa,  be  refiuTed  to  a  aelect  oonmittee,  with  lean  to 
lepMt  bj  bill  or  oIlierwlBa. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilbok,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ■ppoinimeni  ofaCbaplaia  on  their 
part,  and,  on  tbe  ballot*  baTing  been  couaied,  it 
Bpi>eared  that  the  Rer.  Jobh  Clabk  had  a  ma* 
joriiy,  and  was  elected. 

Pbihat,  November  90. 

Clbheiit  Storbb,  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  ailended  thiiday. 

BTANDINQ  COMMITTEE& 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  ibe  appoiolmeni  of 
tbe  standing  commttlee*,  which  are  as  follows: 

Committee  on  Foreign  Relatiaai—tAt.  Macok, 
Mr.  Babboub,  Mr.  Kmo,  Mr.  Laooox,  aad  Mr. 
D^oaETT. 

Committee  on  /Vnonce—Mr.  Bpfbb,  Mr.  Tal- 
bot. Mr.  KiKO,  Mr.  Maoon,  aad  Mr.  Baton. 

Cimminee  m  Commerce  and  Matutfaeturef— 


Mr.   Sakpobd,  Hr.   DicebBboh,  Mr.  Bobhill, 

r.  HoBBBT,  and  Mr.  Mobbil. 

Commiltee  on  Military  Affmra — Mr.  Wil- 
LiAHa,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Lacock,  Mr.  Tiohb- 
KOR,  Mr.  Tatlob,  anJ  Mr.  Stobbr. 

Oommitlee  on  fXe  Miiilia—Wr.  RuooLBa,  Mr. 
NoBLB,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Macoh,  and  Mr.  Sto- 
bbb. 

Committee  on  Naval  Ajfoirt — Mr.  Sanford, 
Mr.  Tait,  Mr.  Williamb,  of  Mis9i*sippi,  Mr. 
DAQaiTT,  and  Mr.  Crittehdbn. 

Camxnittee  on  Public  Landt—t&i.  Morrow, 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Hdbtbb,  and  Mr.  Jobhsoh. 

Oomaittle  of  CSotm*— Mr.  Ooldbboroooh, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Robbbtb,  Mr.  Ruoglbb,  and 
Hr.  MoBRiL. 

Commiitet  on  the  judiciary— tit.  Bdbbill,  Mr. 
Crittbrdbn,  Mr.  Otib,  Mr.  Suitr,  and  Hr. 
Lbakb. 

Committee  on  the  Poet  (^4X  and  Poit  Road*— 
Mr.  Stokbb,  Ht.  Wilson,  Mr.  Palhbb,  Mr. 
MiLLBN,  and  Mr.  RooflLES. 

Committee  on  Peneum»—IAt.  Lacook,  Hr.  No- 
BLB,  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  Mr.  Talbot,  aad  Mr.  Sto- 
rbb. 

Committee/or  the  DiMtrict  of  Ootnmbia—lSi, 
GoLDBBOBODOH,  Mr.  Daooett,  Mr.  Babbodb, 
Mr.  Epfbs,  and  Mr.  Hansok. 

The  Seoate  resumed  tbe  consideratioD  of  tbe 
molioas  of  the  19ih  imtant,  for  referring  the  Mes- 
sage of  ihe  Preaideot  of  the  United  States  lo  dif- 
fereni  commiiteea,  and  agreed  thereto;  and, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Williaub 
of  Tennessee,  Hr.  Wiluahs  of  Missisiippj,  Hr. 
Taylor,  aD4  Mr.  Cbittbndbn,  be  the  ecmmittee 
on  BO  much  of  the  Message  aa  relates  lo  the  In- 
dian  tribes,  in  pursuance  of  tha  laat  reaolution. 

Tbe  Seoate  «4jvurae<t  to  Monday  moraiog. 

Monday,  November  23. 

NiCBOLAB  Van  Dtkb,  from  the  State  «f  Dela- 
ware, attended  this  dsf ;  Jobn  Fobsytb, -ap- 
pointed a  Seualar  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Qeorgia,  to  auppW  the  VBeaoejr  occasioaed  bjr 
Uie  reaignation  of  George  M.  Troup,  produced 
hie  credeotials,  was  qualified,  sod  he  took  bis 
seat  in  the  Senate. . 

Ur.  Daooitt  presented  the  petiiiou  of  Samuel 
F.  Hooker,  of  the  State  of  New  Tork,  prajring 
inderoniBcation  for  certain  properiT  captured  and 
condemned  bf  tbe  enemy  during  ibe  late  war, as 
stated  in  Ibe  petition ;  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiltee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RoBGBTs  presented  the  petition  of  Lucy 
Cottioeau,  of  tbe  Stale  of  Georgia,  praying  a 

KBsion,  in  consideraiioo  of  the  services  of  her 
:e  hnshaodi   and  Ihe  petition  was   read  and 
referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  also  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Brown,  ofthe  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
a  pension;  which  was  read  and  relerred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  ibereoo. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed  Ibe  coosideration  of  the 
motion  ofthe  ISih  ituiani,  "that  tbe  Commiltee 


,=,G. 


mSTORT  OF  CONGKBSS. 


NOTBHUR,  1818. 


ProcKdiMgt- 


Sbmati. 


00  Public  Laodi  isqaira  into  the  propritiy  of 
tuneDding  the  esiaiiag  laws  )D  laeh  maimer  tbu 
the  BigDBlure  of  ibe  Preiideai  of  ibe  Uaited 
StatM  aball  not  be  reqoiiiie  lo  pttteots  for  land;" 
kod  agreed  ibereto. 

Mr.  DioKKBBON  gare  DOtiee  thai  to-morrov  he 
■bonld  askleareto  introdDcea  bill  lo  provide  for 
the  remoral  of  the  Librarj;  of  Congress  lo  the 
Borih  wiDg  of  the  Capiiol. 

Tdbbdat,  NoTember  34. 

The  Pbbsidbht  comtnuDicated  a  Tcpori  of  the 
Secretarr  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience 
10  tbe  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  esiablisb  the  Trea- 
sury Depanment ;"  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Fbombntih  Bubmitied  the  following  mo 
lioB  for  coD*ideratioD : 

Buok*d,  That  tbe  Pmddeat  of  Ibe  United  State* 

b*  leqaartod  lo  mum  lobalud  bafera  Ibe  '■— -■ ■- 

information  aa  ba  mar  P  »«■■■*  Moctung  ll 
of  M  mneh  of  tha  int  artUb  of  tbe  late  Treaqi  of 
Peace  and  Amitr  bolween  Hia  BriUnnie  Mqeatjr  and 
tha  United  State*  of  America  aa  rriataa  te  tbe  reati- 
totion  of  itaTei,  and  which  baa         ' 


Mr.  On  a  preaented  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Ooddard,  and  others,  of  Boalon,  owners  of  the 
abip  Ariadne,  and  her  cargo,  which  hare  been 
condemn  ad  in  tbe  Supreme  Coarl  of  tbe  United 
Staiea,  haring  beeneaptared  bf  tha  United  Siatei 
brif  Argas,  prariDg  relief;  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  B^BBona  gare  notice  that  to-morrow  hi 
ahould  aik  leare  to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase 
Ibe  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  QoreiomenL 

Mr.  Daoobtt  presented  the  peiiiion  of  Han- 
DBh  Douglas,  of  Bmnford,  Connecticut,  widow 
Bod  relict  of  Colonel  William  Douglas,  deceased, 
pTBjring  relief)  io  consideration  of  ibe  services  of 
ber  late  husband  duiing  the  BeTolatioBarr  war  ; 
and  the  petiiiuo  was  read  and  referred  lo  tbe 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BuBBiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Abom,  surveyor  of  tbe  port  of  Paloiet,  within 
the  district  of  Proridence,  in  the  Stale  of  Rhode 
laland,  prating  an  increase  of  salsrjr ;  which  waa 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
andMaaufsctureE. 

Mr.  DicEBBBON  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Lambert,  relating  to  ibe  estahlisbment 
of  a  first  meridian  for  tbe  United  Stales,  at  ibe 
Seat  of  their  Government,  according  lo  (be  ori- 
ginal plan  of  Ibe  city  of  Washington;  and  ihe 
memorial  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  eom- 
millee,  ;o  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  DioKasaoN,  Kino,  and 
BoBBiLL  were  appointed  ihe  committee. 

Mr.  SuiTH  preseoied  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Chapman,  collector  of  ibe  castoms  for  George- 
town district,  io  itie  Slate  of  Souib  Carolina, 
prBfing  tbe  restoralion  of  a  ceriain  sum  of  mooejr 
Ba  bis  proporticin  of  tbe  car^p  of  ihe  brig  Diana, 
B  Swedish  vessel,  forfeited  tor  a  riolaiion  of  the 
rerenue  laws ;  which  waa  read  and  referred  lo 
tbe  Commillee  of  Claims. 


Mr.  NoBLB  submilled  the  followiog  motion  for 
conaideriiion  : 

Rttthtd,  That  tbe  Committee  on  PnUic  Lands  be 
iiutmcted  to  inqoire  into  the  aipediency  of  continn- 
ing  io  fores  the  set  entitled  "An  act  to  auspend,  for  ■ 
limited  time,  tbe  sale  or  farfoiture  of  land*  for  lailnr* 
in  complstiog  tbe  parmenta  theraoa,"  nntil  the  91*t 
daj  of  Msrch,  leSl. 

Ur.  Mellen  submitted  the  followiog  mottoa 
for  coDsideraiion :  , 

Sttohed,  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Jadlcisij 
be  instrncUd  to  inquire  aa  lo  Ibe  ezpedienc;  of  e*. 
tabliriiiQg,  by  law,  a  circuit  conrt  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  hoiden  at  Portlsnd,  within  and  for  the  Diatriet 
of  Maine. 

Mr.  Qoldsbobohb  gare  notice,  that  to-morrow 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  10 
erect  a  monamentOTer  the  remains  of  ihelale  Gen- 
eral Gbobob  WaaBmaTOK,  where  they  bow  lie. 

Agreeably  to  nolice  given,  Mr-  Dickbbsom 
asked  and  obtained  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill,  to 
provide  for  Ihe  removal  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress <o  the  north  wing  of  ibe  Capiiol;  and  ihe 
bill  was  read  iwiee  by  unanimous  coaaeat. 

Wbdrebdat,  Novemhei  25. 

OoTERBBiDUB  HoBSBT,  from  the  State  of  Del- 
ware,  attended  this  day. 

The  PBtaiDBHT  eommuoicBled  ibe  memorial 
of  Ihlatthew  Lyoo,  of  Eddyvitle,  in  the  State  of 
Keniucby,  praying  reimbursement  of  B  certain 
fine.  Imposed  in  tbe  year  1798,  at  tbe  suit  of  the 
United  Slates;  together  with  the  eosU  and  oibar 
losses  attendiog  ibe  same,  as  stated  in  ihe  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ihe  Judiciary. 

Agreeably  to  notice  gireti,  Mr.  Babboitb  aaked 
and  obiaiaM  leave  to  iniroduee  a  bill,  lo  fncreaae 
tbe  salaries  of  certain  officer*  of  Government; 
and  the  bill  was  read  twice  by  unanimous  con- 
■eni. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
H.  Wilde,  praying  that  ihe  sum  of  1,171  dollars 
80  cents,  may  be  passed  lo  the  credit  of  James 
Wilde,  deceased,  in  tbe  settlement  of  his  aceooQis 
as  paymaster  io  tbe  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
as  suied  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
reverted  lo  [he  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  ficBBiLL  presealed  the  memorial  of  Nicho- 
las BroWB,  and  Thomas  P.  Ives  of  Providence, 
in  the  Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  reimborae- 
meot  of  certain  duties  paid  by  them  on  the  cargo 
of  the  ship  Cbarloiie,  imported  in  ihe  Spring  of 
the  y«ar  A.  D.  1816,  from  the  coast  of^Africa; 
which  wAs  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Commillee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufnclures.  , 

Mr.  Bdbrill  also  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Sloe  urn,  of  Providence,  in  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, praying  an  Increase  of  pension ;  and  the  pe- 
tition waa  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Cod 


Peosii 

Mr.  MoBBiL  presented  ibe  peiiiion  of  George 
Sione,  of  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire,  praying 
a  pension ;  and  the  peiiiion  was  read,  and  refer- 
red lo  the  same  committee,  to  consider  nnd  report 
ibereoo. 


a 


HISTOKT  OF  OOlfaEKSS. 


Sbbat>. 


Amendment  to  the  Gmttitvtion. 


NovEHBER,  1818. 


A  DMBscge  rrooi  ihe  Houie  of  RcprNcntatti'rB 
informed  the  Seaaielhat  tbe  Houm  bare  ptMtd 
k  reiolulion  declkrliis  Iha  admiMitra  of  the  State 
of  lUiooia  ialo  ibe  Uuioo,  in  which  they  reqaesl 
tbe  eaaeurr«aee  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  laid  resoluiioo  me  read  twice,  by  noan- 
imoiis  DODseDt,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Public  Laoda. 

Agreeablf  to  notice  given,  Mr.  QoldbbO' 
BOUQH  asked  and  oblaiaed  leave  lo  introduce  a 
Tetoluiion  to  erent  a  monncnent  otct  tbe  remains 
of  tbe  lax*  Geoaral  Obobse  Wabbinqtok,  where 
they  Dow  lie;  and  tbe  reaolutioa  wai  rvad,  and 
paaaed  to  Ifae  second  readiag. 

Mr.  WiLLuua,  of  Tennessee,  sttbmilied  (he 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Staolved,  That  the  Comiaittra  on  Mililai^  ASaira 
be  instiaeted  to  inqniie  into  the  expt^ta^  of  in- 
creasmg  the  paj  of  the  offican,  non-coaimiMaiMd 
officen,  mndciaiM,  and  privalM,  of  tha  Army  of  the 
United  Statei. 

Tbe  Senate  reiamad  the  considaralion  of  the 
motion  of  the  21tb  instant,  "  That  tbe  Commi 
<iee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inqui: 
'  as  to  the  expediency  of  esiiblishiog,  by  law, 
'  circuit  court  of  the  United  Staler,  to  be  holdi 
'  M  Fortlaod,  wiibin  aad  for  the  District  of 
'  Maine;"  and  agreed  iberelo. 

Tbe  Senate  reinmed  the  contideration  of  tbe 
motion  of  tbe  S4th  itittaat,  "  That  tbe  President 
'  of  the  United  States  b«  requested  to  canse 
'  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  sncb  information 
'  be  may  posseaa,  tonobing  tbe  execution  of 
'  nnch  of  the  first  article  of  the  late  Trniv  of 
'  Pease  and  Amilj'  between  His  Britannic  Mi 
'  iesty  and  the  United  States  of  Aroericaj  as  r< 
'  late*  to  tbe  restitution  of  slaves,  and  which  baa 
'  not  beta  commanicated  ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  reaumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  34tb  instant,  "  That  the  Commi 
'  lee  on  Public  Lands  be  iniiructed  to  inquire 
'  iMo  ibe  cxoediency  of  ooaiiauiog  in  force  the 
'  act,  entitled 'An  act  to  suapend,  for  a  limited 
'  lime,  tbe  sale  or  f«rfeitare  of  lands  for  failure 
'  in  completiu  tbe  payment  ibereoo,"  nniil  the 
3lsl  day  of  Harcb,  1881 ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  remoral  of  tbe  Library  of  Congreaa  lo 
the  notlh  wing  of  the  Capitol,  aitd  no  amend- 
ment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Uousa ;  and  ocdercd  to  be  eagiossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 
AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Mr.  Sakpord  offitrad  the  following  proceed- 
ings and  instruaiioBs  of  tba  Lcgiskltira  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  were  raceived  *ad 
read; 

Btatx  eiNawiToBK, 

in  Senate,  April  14, 1818. 
Wharesa  tbe  LegislaHire  of  the  State  of  North  Cam- 


by  ita  lefialatare,  be  divided  Into  a  nninbaT  of  districts 
eqnal  to  tbs  noniber  of  TeiveaeDlatirea  to  which  said 
8ut«  may  be  entitled.  Tba  diatriets  ihall  b«  formed 
of  eontigtiona  tnril«ry,  and  eontsin,  m  neariy  as  may 
be,  an  equal  number  of  inbalntuita  entitled  by  tha 
ConatitDtioD  to  be  lapresantad.  In  aach  dittrict  the 
qnalificd  voleia  ahall  elect  one  rapressatative  asd  no 
more.  That,  for  the  pnnwae  of  sppaintiDg  ebctora  bt 
tba  President  and  Vice  Prarident  ef  Iba  United  Slataa, 
in  each  dlatiict  entillcd  to  elect  a  repraaentatlve  in  (he 
Congreaa  of  tbe  United  States,  tha  peraona  qnalifled  to 
vote  for  repreaentattves  ahall  appoiBt  oae  electoi  and 
.  Tbe  additional  two  deetan,  lo  which  each 
Slate  is  entitled,  diall  be  appointed  in  aucb  m 


the  legislature  thereof  may  d: 


Tbe  eloctorawben 


pnrpoaes  of  their  said  appointment,  on  the  day  praaorl- 
bed  for  giving  their  voles  for  Prerident  and  Vice  Pre- 
aidaBt  at  tbS  Uaited  SMee,  to  appoint  anoOier  or 
odMiB,  t*  act  te  the  phos  of  Um  or  diem  so  foSng  to 
attead.  Nsitfc«  tbe  dialticts  for  ehooaing  repiBaenta- 
tivea  MOT  Ibaaa  for  appointiag  deetors  shall  be  altered 
ia  any  State,  ^atil  a  eenaoa  and  apportionment  of  lep- 
resaotativea  oader  it,  aabaeqnant  u>  tbe  diTiHon  of  «■ 
States  inta  diatrieti,  ahall  be  made.  The  division  of 
Statea  into  dialrieta,  hereby  prorided  for,  tbM  take 
plaea  immediately  alier  this  amendment  shall  be  adopt- 
ed i  and  afterwuds,  whenevn  a  eanstis  and  appottiiin- 
mant  of  repreaantalivaa  nndei  It  ahall  be  made.  Tba 
diiiaion  of  «acb  State  into  distrida,  for  the  porpHMa 
both  of  cbooainc  repreeentativea  and  of  appoiutmc 
electora,  ahall  be  ahared  agreeable  to  the  proriaions  M 
this  amendment,  and  on  no  other  occaaion."    Tbeia- 


trftbe  Uoitei 


Raohtd,  (if  tbe  honorable  the  AssemUy  eoncui 
herein,)  That  our  Senston  in  the  Congress  of  tha 
United  States  be  instructed,'  and  onr  Representativea 
reqnealed,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  tba  aaid  ametkdment 
to  the  ConatitBtion  of  tba  United  Butes. 

JtessAwd;  (if  tba  haKnabla  the  Assembly  conenr 
hsTsin,)  That  his  Eicdlsn^  the  Oevernor  of  this 
State  be  rsqiieat*d  to  forward  a  copy  of  Ae  preceding 
laaolnlian  to  each  of  onr  Senatora  and  Repvesentativas 

the  Congreaa  of  the  United  States ;  and  also  to  th« 
Oovamsis  of  the  aeveial  States,  with  a  raqaeat  that 
tbe  same  may  be  laid  before  their  reapaetiva  L^iria* 
torea  fog-  their  ooBsidentian  and  adoption. 
Stiti  Of  Naw  Yoai, 

HI  JMtntblSt  April  16,  1S18. 

Bttohtd,  That  the  Aeaembly  do  eoncnr  with  dw 
honotaUs  tiie  Senate  in  all  of  their  preceding  reeolo- 
tiena,  with  the  redtal. 

By  order  of  tbe  Aasembly. 

AARON  CLARK,  C&nt 

Mr.  Storbb  oSered  the  followiDg  prooeedinga 
and  insirnciioaaof  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Uampahue,  wbich  were  also  received  and 
read: 

Stitb  or  Nbw  BANrsBiBi, 

in  Stnaie,  Juni  M,  1818. 
Whenaa  theGeneral  Aasembly  of  the  State  of  New 
Jeisey  hath  propoBed  an  amendment  to  tha  Conaliui- 
lion  of  tbe  UnUed  Slates,  in  the  following  words,  to 
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bf  it*  lagulsturo,  be  divided  inlo  a  Dumber  of  diitiicU 
•qnil  to  the  numbtr  of  rspreientatiiei  to  which  auch 
SUte  maj  be  entitlnil.  The  diitricta  aball  be  roimed 
orccDtigDOUB  tenitorj,  and  contain,  an  neatl;  m  may 
bf,  tn  equal  number  of  iohabitaots  enlilted  by  the 
Conctitntion  to  be  repreieoted.  [a  each  district  the 
qnaliGed  voten  ihitl  elect  one  lepreieDtaliTe  and  ao 
mon-  Thai,  tor  the  purpose  of  appaintiog  eUctora  for 
(he  Fmidentsnd  Vice  PresideDt  of  the  United  Sutes, 
in  each  diatriet  entitled  to  elect  a  repreientatiTe  in  the 
Cangreaa  of  the  United  Statea,  the  penons  qualifled  to 
iota  for  represMltBtiTes  ahalt  appoint  one  elect«r  and 
BO  morel  The  additional  two  ateotora,  to  which  each 
State  i*  eDlitM,  ihaU  be  appointed  in  audi  maniwr  aa 
the  LegUatur*  thereof  nay  direct.  The  eledort,  when 
conwned,  ahalJ  have  power  in  case  any  of  them  ap- 
pointed a*  aboTe  prescribed  shall  fail  ;o  attend  for  the 
pttpoaaa  of  their  aaid  appointment,  on  the  day  preaeti- 
bed  for  ginng  their  "otea  for  Preajdenl  and  Vioa  Fre- 
fldent  of  the  United  Eiuiea,  to  affwinl  another  or  Otli- 
as,  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  ao  failing  to  at- 
tend. Neither  the  dietricCa  for  chaoain^  repreaenta- 
tiTM  nor  those  for  appointing  electors  ahall  be  altered 
in  any  State,  nntit  a  eeuaua  and  apportioiunetit  of  repre- 
■antatiiea  under  it,  subsequent  to  the  difiaion  of  the 
Blatea  into  districta,  Aall  be  made.  The  diiiiion  of 
Btitra  into  diatrieta,  hereby  prorlded  for,  shall  take 
place  immediately  afterthis  amendment  shall  be  adopt- 
sd  and  ratified  «a  a  part  of  the  Gonatitulion  of  Uia 
Ikited  States;  and  raccaMiidy,  immediately  after- 
wtida,  wbenanr  a  o^sua  and  apnortionmeDt  of  rep- 
rsseiitati*aa  under  it  eball  be  made.  The  di<ririoii  of 
suh  State  into  dtalrieta  lor  the  poipoeas  both  of  «haee- 
iag  TspreaentatlveB  and  of  appointing  aladon,  Aall  be 
shared  a^eeable  to  the  proviaiiMl*  of  this  amendment, 
and  on  no  other  occaaion." 

Saoleed,  That  our  Senators  iu  tlte  Congrasa  of  the 
United  States  be  instructed,  and  out  Bcni 
nqaested,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  aaid  ■ 
lathe  ConatitntioD  of  the  United  States. 

Retolced,  That  his  Excellency  the  QoTcmor  of 
this  Stale  be  requested  to  forward  a  oopy  of  the  pre- 
(•ding  resolution  to  each'of  oor  Senators  and  Bep- 
reaentatiTes  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
snd  also  to  the  Oorernors  of  the  several  Stales,  with 
a  request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  re- 
spaeliva    Leglalanim    for    their    ooosideration   and 

JONATHAN  HARVET,  Prttidenl. 
AppToradi,  June  30,  1818^ 

WILLIAM  FLUMER. 

Tbursiiat,  Norember  £& 
The  fsBaipSKT  conimunieated  a  letter  from 
ibe  Seerciary  of  War,  iraDao^iiiing  •  report 
liiowiDg  the  orgaaizatioD  aad  amogth  of  the 
oiiUtiB  of  the  levant  Slates  and  Tetritorie*,  as 
iu  as  retorna  hare  been  tnade,  i(>geiher  with 
ineh  militia  lawa  aa  have  been  receired  by  that 
DeparliDeai.  coarotmablv  (o  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  March  17, 1818;  and  the  oonmuniea' 
lioDs  were  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee 
OB  ihe  Militia. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petiiion  of  John 

JimisoB,  Indian  agent  at  Naiehitocbc*,  praying 

aa  iaeieate  of  compeoMtioa ;   which  was  read, 

■ad  referred. 

Mr.  MoKBiL  pieaented  the'  petitioa  of  Jamea 


Pike,  of  New  Hampihite,  praring  a  pension; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  aod  ref«-red  to  the 
Committee  on  Pentiooa. 

Mr.  Noble  preaeoied  the  petition  of  William 
Crawford,  of  Indiana,  praying  a  pensioD ;  and 
(be  peiiiioa  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  Ihereoc. 

Mr.  MoBRiL  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Puller,  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  an  increase 
of  pension;  and  the  petiiion  was  read,  and  r«- 
ferred  to  ibe  same  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lanik,  to  whom  was  referred  the  rvsolniion  de- 
claring the  admiaaion  of  the  Btale  of  lUiitoia 
into  the  Union,  repotted  the  same  wilboat 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bi7RBiLL  Bnbmitted  the  followiag  motion 
for  consideralfon : 

Bttohtd,  That  the  Prelideiit  of  the  United  States 
be  reqnested  to  lay  befbre  the  Senate  copies  of  Ihe 
•everal  doenmeota  and  papers  referred  to  iu  bia  Mes- 
sage to  Congress,  at  the  oommeneement  of  this  session- 
Mr.  RuooLES,  from  the  commiliee,  reported 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  ihe  Librarr 
of  Congress  to  the  Dorlh  wing  of  the  Capitid, 
correctly  ei^roased;  and  il  was  read  a  third  lima, 
and  the  blank  filled  with  "  two  thousand."  The 
bill  was  then  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  ibe  25[)i  inst.,  "  That  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  inlo  the 
expediency  of  increasing  ibe  pay  of  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, of  the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  and 
agreed  thereto.   . 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  FaoHBifTiH,  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Caralier  and  Peter  Petit,  of  ibe  Slate 
of  Louisiana,  praying  the  coofirmaiion  of  ibeir 
title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  said  Slate  ;  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ibe  Siata 
of  Louisiana,  relaiire  to  Ibe  land  claims  of  Flor- 
ida, and  alsu  the  represenlatioo  and  prolest  of 
certain  members  of  toe  Legislaiure  of  ilie  Slat« 
of  Louisiana,  against  ibe  memorial  of  said  Le* 

Sislature,  respecting  titles  lo  lands  in  ibe  Florida 
isirict,  which  were  before  ibe  Seoaie  at  th« 
last  .session,  were  severally  referred  lo  the  Com- 
miliee on  Public  Lands,  lo  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  retolniion  lo  erect  a  monument  over  the 
renMiaBofthelueOeseralOBOROBWAtatHOTOif, 
<  where  ihey  now  lie,  was  read  the  second  tima. 

A  measace  from  the  House  of  R«preacntaitr«t 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  paasad 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eelablisb  a  judicial  dis- 
trict ia  Virginia,  west  of  ihe  Alleghany  monn- 
lain ;"  also  a  resolution  authorizing  the  iransmis- 
sioB  of  certain  documents  free  of  postage;  in 
which  bill  and  rteoluiion  tbey  request  the  eonenr- 
reoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  and  resolution  last  mentioned,  were 
read,  and  serarally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
And  tbe  resolution  was  read  the  second  time  by 
consent. 
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Cbmpentatim  to  certain  Ogken. 


NOTBHBER,  1818. 


Ur.  Macow  submfttad  IberollowiDgmoiioD  for 
coDsideraiioD : 

Btiohed,  Thtt  tha  Coumitlu  od  Nttal  Afiin  be 
intttaclad  to  inquire  into  the  expedieuejr  of  ■nihoTi- 
mg  the  Pneident  of  the  United  State*  to  ewue  ■ 


•zunination  made  of  thoin  rsipectively  aa  will  aacar- 
lain  the  pracikalHlilTofeMettnga  Ught-bowe,  lighted 
beacOD,  or  baoy,  on,  or  near  tiie  extreme  pointt  of 
Iharn,  or  lilher  of  tham. 

C0HPEN8A1H0N  OF  CERTAIN  OFFICERS. 

The  bill  to  iocreaie  ihe  eompentstioB  ot  cerliin 
officers  of  Qovernmeoi  [ibe  Secretaries  of  the 
Departments,  the  Atlornejr  Qeneral,  md  Post- 
roaster  Qeoeral]  was  taken  op  for  coosideratioo. 

Mr.  Babbour  roie  to  offer  a  few  remarKa  on 
the  propriety  of  ibis  bill,  which  be  had  ipiroduced. 
Beadvertedio  the  proceedings  on  this  subject  at 
the  last  sessioti,  and  observed,  that,  from  all  the 
information  which  had  come  before  him  then,  he 
bad  thought  an  increase  of  oae-third  of  the  pres- 
ent compeDsaiioD  of  iboae  officers  would  be  just 
tad  [troper ;  a  major<i]r,  bowerer,  bad  deemed  ao 
addition  oftweniy-fireMt  cent,  sufficietii;  inlbii 
opinion  he  had  cheerfully  aequieaced ;  and,  at  the 
proper  lime,  when  tbe  blanks  in  the  bill  came  to 
be  filled,  it  was  his  inieuiioo  to  propose  such  an 
increase.  Ii  had  been  admicced,  ou  all  hands, 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  tbe  salaries  at  present  allowed 
to  those  officers  were  lotallf  ioadeqaale  to  ibeir 
decent  and  eomfariable  support;  the  oeeessary 
and  ineTiiahle  coDsequences  of  which,  if  the 
eompensBiioD  was  not  increased,  was,  that  none 
bnt  men  who  possessed  large  forinDea  atid  were 
willing  to  sacrifice  them  in  tbe  public  serrice, 
could  fill  ihote  offices,  nod  the  gentlemen  wTio 
BOW  filled  must  abandon  them.  It  was  eootrary, 
he  well  knew,  to  the  spirit  of  our  iastiiuiions,  lo 
kIIow  exorhiiaot  salaries,  but  it  was  equally  im- 
proper to  deny  what  was  Just  and  reasoaable — 
the  true  object  was  to  find  the  medium  betweeti 
Ihe  two  eztremes,  and  snch  was  his  desjrf  in  the 
present  proposition. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  mo7ed  to  add  to  the  bill  ■  new 
section,  embracing  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
Ihe  Chief  Justice  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  submitted  it  to  tbe  Senate  wbsiher 
Ihe  eompeasation  of  these  officers  did  not  also  re- 
quite  increase ;  and,  if  so,  whettter  it  was  not 
better  aod  fairer  to  provide  for  it  in  tbe  preMni 
bill.  He  remarked,  furibet,  that  if  gentlemen, 
a*  was  probable, thoughtadditional  compensaiion 
due  to  the  district  judges  also,  an  amendment  to 
diac  effect  could  be  likewise  offered  and  thus  tbe 
whole  subject  be  brought  at  once  before  Congress. 

Mr.  BaRBODR  said  that,  as  re^rded  the  prin- 
ciple of  llie  amendment,  his  opinion  was  testified 
by  his  vote  in  its  favor  at  tbe  last  session ;  but  he 
objected  to  associating  that  question  with  tbe 

Eropositiofl  to  increase  tbe  compensaiion  of  the 
[eads  of  Departments,  dtc.  The  questions,  he 
said,  were  perfectly  distinct,  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment were  admitted  in  the  bill,  other  gentlemen 
would  press  the  increase  of  the  salaiies  of  other 


officers,  and,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  shall  go  on  in  a  cir- 
cle until  the  bill  be  so  loiided  wilh  amendments 
as  to  sink  nader  their  weight.  He  thought  i 
proper  lo  decide  the  insulated  questioo  proposed 
by  the  bill:  on  this  question  there  was,  he  be- 
lieved,  no  doubt  or  difference  of  sentimenii  on 
the  oiber  there  might  be  doubts,  and  the  copart- 
nery proposed  by  the  amendmeni  mi^ht  be  tatal 
to  the  first  proposiiion,  and  tbe  IndividuBls  in- 
volved JD  it  suffer  injustice.  If  an  increase  of 
salary  was  proper  for  the  judges,  why  not,  be 
asked,  present  the  proposition  separately,  when, 
if  it  was  the  will  of  Congress,  the  increase  would 
be  dispensed  to  ihem  7  But,  if  the  present  mo- 
tion was  here  persisted  in,  the  connexion  might 
destroy  that  which  all  admitted  to  be  necessary, 
and  the  public  Will  be  thus  thwarted?  Bat  this 
was  not  the  only  objection,  Mr.  B.  said.  He  ad- 
vened to  the  difficoliies  which  bad  occurred  from 
the  presumed  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  State 
courts  lo  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  tbe 
necessity  which  might  make  additiooal  judges 
necessary  fully  lo  administer  tbe  laws  in  Ihe 
Slates,  if  Ibe  Stale  auihorilies  went  on  denying 
their  power  lo  act  under  the  laws  of  tbe  Unioo ; 
in  this  case  thedutiesof  the  present  judges  would 
cease  to  be  itinerant,  their  duties  would  be  light- 
ened, aod  their  present  compensation  be  deemed 
sufficient.  Mr.  B.  made  incidemally  a  few  re- 
marks, on  the  vluiaty  effect  of  some  such  cbaogc 
in  tbe  constitution  of  tbe  Judiciary  DepaTtment, 
and  coDclnded  by  repeating  his  desire  thnt  the 

Eroposition  contained  in  the  amendment  migbi  b« 
ept  distinct  from  the  present  bill. 
Mr.  Burrill's  motion  was  then  negatived — 

Jeas  9}  and  tbe  bill  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  (in  j 
lanks)  for  a  third  reading.  ' 

FainAT,  November  87. 

The  following  Measa^  was  received  from  tbe  I 
pREBtoENT  or  THE  UiftTEn  States:  i 

To  the  Senate  of  tUVtUUd  Statu !  \ 

I  lay  beiore  the  Saaats  a  report  fiom  tba  Coaanai»   . 
sioner  of  the  Public  BuildingB,  made  in  complianea   | 
with  a  reaolntion  bf  the  S8th  m  Jannarr  last,  teqoiring 
astatement  of  tbe  eipenditnrei  upon  the  FnbUeBaiM- 
infa,  and  an  aocoont  of  Ibeir  piofrws,  to  be  annna)^ 
Bihibited  to  Cooneaa. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Norixaaa  Se,  ISIS. 

The  Message  aod  accompanying  report  were 
read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  for  the  Di^ 
trici  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Stober  presented  ihepetilion  of  James  H. 
Clark,  a  purser  in  tbe  Navy  of  the  United  State*, 
praying  relief  in  the  setilemeotof  his  aecouoti^ 
in  coxiseqaeoce  of  his  baving  been  robbed  of  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  as  stated  in  tbe  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  ittat  tbe  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "Anaciconcerning  invalid  pensioosj*' 
a  bill,  emitted  "An  act  concerning  the  western 
disttictcoariofPetin9ylraDia;"aQd  a  bill,  entitled 
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"Ad  act  id  JDcreue  the  onmber  of  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  War,"  Id  which  billa  the^  reqnest 
the  concarience  of  ibe  Seaale. 

The  three  laat  mentioned  bllla  were  read,  and 
atvenUf  pssaed  to  ibe  secoad  readios. 

Od  motion  bj  Mr.  Laoock,  ihe  bill,  eatilled 
"An  act  coDceroing  the  western  district  court  of 
Penoef  Iran ia,"  was  read  the  second  time  bf  uoaii- 
imons  eonrent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
tba  Judiciary . 

Od  DiotiuD  of  Mr.  WiLLiuis,  of  TeDoeisee,  the 
bill,  eoiitled  "An  act  to  iocease  Ihe  number  of 
clerka  in  the  Deparlmeot  of  War,"  was  read  the 
acGoodtime  try  unaoimoDS  consent ;  and  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  Affairs. 

Mr.  JoBHBOK  presented  the  petiiion  of  Rosalie 
P.  Deslonde,  the  petition  of  J.  Peliet,  the  petition 
of  Joseph  LfcfcTre.  lbe~ petition  of  Jaequea  Villere, 
the  petition  of  Barthelemr  Daverge,  the  peiiiioo 
of  Francis  B.  Lan^nille,  Ihe  petition  of  John 
Rodiegaez,  the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil,  the 

Slition  of  B.  &  P.  Jourdaq,  the  petition  of  Lewis 
,  Ouertin,  ihe  petiiion  of  Thaddeus  Ma^berr, 
Ibe  petition  of  L-  B.  Macarty;  the  petition  of 
Pierce  Dennis  de  la  Rbnde,  and  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Milne,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing indemnification  for  losses  sustained  by  tbem 
daring  ihe  late  war,  by  inrasion  of  the  enemy, 
aa  slated  in  the  several  peiitions;  which  were 
read,  and  sererally  referred  to  fhe  Commitiee  of 
Claims  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  JoBNSDN  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  Amory,  of  Boston,  and  John  Gartere 
and  Henry  Meisonier,  of  Baltimore,  prayingcon- 
firmatiim  of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Lonisiaoa,  known  as  Bastrop's  Grant ; 
and  the  petiiion  was  read  and  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  presented  the  petition  of  John  O. 
Brown,  praying  the  remission  of  duties  on  eeriain 
^oods  imported  into  the  United  States,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  hill  to  increase  Ihe  salaries  of  eeruin  offi- 
cers of  the  Oovernmenl  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  26th 
JBsUni,  "TbatthePresidenlof  the  United  States 
be  leqaested  to  lay  before  Ihe  Senate,  copies  of 
the  several  documenls  and  papers,  referred  to  in 
bis  Message  to  Congress,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  session;"  and  the  consideraiion  thereof 
was  posipooed  Qntil  Monday  next. 

The  Benaie  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  36ih  insranl,  for  insirneting  the 
Commitiee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
ezpedieocy  of  causing  a  surrey  to  be  made  of  the 
shoals  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape  Lookont,  and  the 
Frying  Pans,  d^c. ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "Anaciioesiablisha  jadlcial 
district  in  Virginia,  west  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
lains,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  [o 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiliee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Illinois  into  the  Utiion,  and  Ihe  fnr- 


iher  consideration  thereof  was  posipooed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  anthoriztog  tbe  traoimis- 
sion  of  ceriain  documents  free  of  postage ;  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  PosI  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiliee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  resolution  lo  erect  B  monument  oret 
the  remaioG  of  tbe  late  Qeoeral  Qborob  Wabb- 
IHOTON,  where  they  now  lie;  and  the  further 
consideraiion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mod* 
day  next. 

MoHitaT,  November  30.    - 

laBAH  Talbot,  from  the  Stale  of  Kentucky, 
attended  this  day. 

Mr.  TiOBHOB  anbmitled  the  following  motion 
for  consideraiion: 

Boohed,  That  tiie  Committee  on  the  Jndidary  be 
instmcted  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  present  jodidal  qrstem  of  the  United  States,  so  &r 
as  to  proTida  for  the  gradnil  diminution  of  the  num- 
bsT  of  jndgei  who  at  prcMnt  compose  the  Soprema 
Court ;  for  the  restricling  of  the  functions  and  duties 
of  the  judges  of  that  court  to  tlw  holding  of  the  sessionB 
thereof,  and   the  other  duties  incidental  thereto;  of 

itsbtiihing   sod   organising   ■  circuit  ci 


the  Slid  coutta. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com* 
mitiee  on  Military  A&irs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  number 
of  clerks  in  the  Depsrimeot  of  War,"  reported 
iheaame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  ibe  petiiion  of  the  May- 
or.  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of  Ihe  city 
of  Washington,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the  act 
of  incorporation,  and  the  several  supplements 
thereto,  with  certain  amendments;  and  Ihe  peti- 
tion was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  Diairici  of  Columbia, 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Barrow,  of  Tennessee,  praying  remuneration  for 
a  Ceriain  sum  recovered  of  bim,  acting  as  prinei- 

Sl  forage  master  for  Major  General  William 
irroll'a  division  of  militia,  in  the  fall  of  tbe 
yearl8li,aa  atated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afifairs. 

Mr.  BuKBiLi.,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Ihe  Jd- 
diciary,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  nwrnorial  of 
Matthew  Lyon,  of  Eddyrille,  in  ihe  Siaie  of 
Kentucky,  praying  reimbursement  of  a  certain 
flne  imposed  in  the  yc«r  1798,  at  Ihe  suit  of  the 
United  Stales,  togeiber  with  the  cost*  and  other 
losses  attending  Ihe  same,  reported  that  the  peti- 
tion ought  not  to  begranied ;  and  Ihe  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  SaNroBi)  safamitlcd  the  following  moiion 
for  eonsideration: 

Retohxd,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  inquire 
Into  the  ei|)edienc7  of  continning  in  force  Ihe  act  of 
the  39th  April,  IBIB,  regnlstinK  tbe  currency  ef  ear- 
Wn  fbreign  coins  within  the  United  States. 
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DlOBHTOX,  1818. 


Mr.  Di.a(MTT  <!«*e  DOiice  thai 
should  ask  leare  to  inirodace  a  bill,  further  to 
extend  the  Judicial  sfitein  o(  the  Uailed  Slates. 

The  folluwing Menage  was  received  from  the 
Pbebidemt  of  thk  United  States: 
T»  the  Senate  of  the  Oniled  Stata  .■ 

In  complisDce  nith  (he  resolntion  of  tha  I7lh  of 
April,  I  transliiit  to  the  Benate  ■  report  frOD]  the  (Cl- 
ing StertUij  of  tbe  Nivj,  which,  nilh  thedocumenl* 
■ccompsnjtng  it,  nil]  be  found  to  eontUD  all  the  in- 
fonnation  reqcired. 

JAM£8  MONROE. 

NoTiKB»  30, 1813. 

The  Message,  together  wiib  the  report  aud  ac- 
eompaoying  documeDls,  were  read  and  referred 
(o  the  Committee  oa  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratjon  of  the 
motion  of  (he  26tfa  iDstant,  "  That  (he  Prmdent 
of  the  United  Slates  be  requeited  (o  lay  before 
Ike  Sena(e,  copies  of  the  aeveral  doeuDKata  and 
paper*  rrferred  to  ia  hit  Massage  (o  CoDgress  at 
the  eomraeocement  of  this  seuionj  and  a^eed 

The  btl),  eniitled  "An  act  coDcemiag  invalid 
pemfons,"  ms  read  the  seeond  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideraiion  of  the  resolution  to 
erect  a  moDUmeat  orer  the  remaius  of  jhe  late 
General  OEoaas  Wasbinoton,  wherethey  now 
lie;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  re- 
ferred (o  a  select  committee  (o  consider  and  re- 
port thereoD  ;  and  Mr.  QoLDSBORonoB,  Mr.  Ro- 
bebte,  and  Mr.  Biibbi(.l,  were  appointed   the 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Past 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  amhorizlDg  the  (ransmission  of  certain 
documents  free  of  poslige,  reported  (he  same  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  (he 
Whole,  the  coasideratioD  of  (he  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois  into 
(he  Union ;  and  no  aroeadment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  (he  House,  and  ordered 
(o  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bdbbill,  from  (he  CommiKee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  more 
conreD(ea(  organization  of  (he  couits  of  the  Uni- 
ted S(ateS|Bnd  (be  appointmeoi  of  circuit  Judges; 
and  (he  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  aecoitd 
reading. 

Tdbbdat,  December  1. 

AgreMbl]!  to  aotiee  .given,  Mr.  Daoobtt 
asked  and  obtained  leave^to  Introduce  a  Mil  far- 
ther to  estend  the  judicial  ayiiem  of  (he  UniUKi 
Slatea;  and  (be  bill  was  read  and  paawd  to  a 
second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SAirroRD,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  A^irs,  to  whom  was  referred  (he  petition 
of  James  H.  Clark,  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Slates,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  it  wis  leferred  to  the 
Commi((ee  of  Claims. 


Mr.  DicEERSov  gave  notice  that,  (Oimorrow, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  iniraducea  reaolution  pro- 
posing an  ameQdmen(  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  it  respects  (he  choice  of  £lee(ora 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  (he  United 
Sutes,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  (he 
CongreHBof  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  gave  notice  that,  (o-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  more  eflec- 
tuiily  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  Dertaio 
against  (ha  United  States,  and  for  other 


wrposes. 
Mr.  Fori 


FoRSTTB  submitted  (he  following  motion 
foreoosideralioo : 

Saohed,  That  (he  Committee  on  Fisascs  be  in- 
•tmcMd  Ui  inquiis  into  ^e  ezpedienn  of  prohibiting 
tb*  exportation  of  the  gold,  BilTer,  and  oopper  ootaa  of 
the  United  SUlm. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coniideradon  of  the 
motion  of  (he  30ih  ultimo, '-  Tbit  the  Committee 
of  Finance  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinning  in  force  the  act  rf  (be  29lh  of  April, 
1816,  regulating  the  currency  of  certain  foreign 
coins  within^  the  United  Stales;"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  (be  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  increase  (he  number  of  darks  in  (he  De- 
paT(meiH  of  War;"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  tbe  Psbbideht  reported  the 
bill  to  (he  Honie ;  and.  it  was  ordered  (o  a  ibird 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CommiKee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolntion  au- 
thorizing the  transmission  of  certain  doeumrats 
free  of  postage,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
por(ed  (hetetoi  by  the  Committee  of  tbe  Poet 
Office  and  Post  Roads ;  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  lik  Pbesidert  reported  th« 
resolution  to  ihe  House  amended  accordingly; 
and  ibe  amendment  being  cooeutted  in,  it  wu 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  resolution  be 
read  a  (bird  time  as  amended. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  CommiKee  oa  the  Judiciary,  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  Ma((heir 
Lyon,  of  Eddyville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  ; 
and  the  further  consideration  (hereof  was  poK- 
poned  antit  (o-morrow. 

The  resolution  deelarius  tb«  admissioa  of  the^/ 
State  of  lUinoia  into  (he  Union,  wns  read  a  thiid 
(ine.  and  passed. 

Mr.  OoLDSBORODQH  presented  the  peiitiota  of 
Joseph  Forrest,  of  the  citv  of  Washington,  pray- 
ing oompenniion  for  (be  lost  ol  a  certain  senooo- 
er  called  the  William  Tea(on,  chartered  in  ihe 
moo(h  of  May,  1812,  to  tbe  agent  of  tbe  United 
States,  to  take  a  cargo  of  provisions  from  New 
Tork  to  Laguira,  which  was  seized  aad  caodcmn- 
ed,  as  staled  in  (he  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  (he  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  OounsnoRODOH,  from  tbe  Commitlee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  F.  Hooker,  of  New  York,  made  n  report; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  QoLBSBORouoH  also  reported  a  bill  for  the 
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Diwumi  1818; 


i«liif  of.  a«»iMl  F.  HMkar;  Mid  tke  biU  wb« 

reid  and  passed  to  rhe  s««o»d  r«adlDg. 

The  fienBte  rcNmed  tbe  ntoiiMi  of  the  30th 
rititDO,  far  inslTiKliDg  the  Commktn  on  the  Ju- 
dfdary  10  inqafre  into  ihe  eipediencjr  ttt  chang- 
ing (he  present  judicial  sjrstem  of  the  Uoited 
States ;  aodtbe  further  coDsiderHlioD  thereof  was 
poatponed  nnill  ' 


Wedkbsimt,  Dnembcr  2. 

MoNTfoBD  Stokeb,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Ooi,s9BOROtjaB,  fTom  the  Conmitlee  to 
wbofa  was  referred  the  resoltttioQ  to  erect  a  toon- 
nment  ov^er  the  remsiiu  of  the  late  General 
GeosGE  Wabhihotok,  where  they  now  lie,  re- 
ported the  game  amended,  as  follows  :  Strike  out 
the  word  "  Betolved^"  wherever  it  oecar^  aod  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof,  "Beit  enadedi"  and  the 
■mend meat  was  read. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORotiOB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claime,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of 
Richard  H.  Witde,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
hT  a  bill  to  authorize  the  .settletneDt  of  the  account 
of  James  Wilde;  and  The  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  trill  was  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Sakfosd,  from  (he  CommUtee  on  Naval 
ASairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  rehrred,  re- 
ported a  re»iilution  directing  a  surrer  of  certain 
put*  of  tbt  coait  of  Norm  Carolina;  and  the 


I  ie«d,  aod  paaaed  to  tbt  aecoad 


-.  S&RTflBi)  labmHied  the  fallowing  DHtioD 
for  eonBideratioa : 

Saohed,  That  tha  CommittM  on  Pannana  ia^re 
inta  the  preprietj  of  gtmattag  «  peBMon  to  CUorge 


«M>*iaiog, 
SMMwin 


bjr  law,  t»  doAinr  tb«  Amy  of  die  UniMd 


Afreeabljr  to  notice  given,  Mr.  DtcKBaaoN 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  iotroduoe  a  resolution 
proposing  an  amendmenl  to  the  Consliluiion  of 
the  Oaited  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of 
SUkIos*  of  Piewdeni  and  Vke  Preaideot  of  tlM 
UoiMd  aiatw,  and  ttie  eLcction  of  R«pr«Miua- 
ttvca  m  the  Cangtcsa  «f  the  Uaiied  States ;  and 
tke  raaolatiaa  waa  read,  awl  pMMi  U>  the  sMond 


diatf. 
t<r.  Lai 


Lbakb  submitted  the  following  mottaafor 
eoiifltdaration ; 

JtMofcttf.  TtNt  tba  OoanitSed  on  PoUio  Lead*  be 
instmcted  to  inqniia  into  th»  eipadion^  of  so  amend- 
ing  the  aeveral  laws  pioriding  for  the  disponl  of  pnb- 
Uc  Undi,  a*  to  divide  the  fr««ilona  Into  quarter  seetiona, 
wbere  tba  aame  Is  practlcablfl;  and  to  antborize  tbt 
atit  rffiacUoM  in  qoaitar  iMMiMu,  ia  the  eaaM  1 
Her  ■■  lb*  oA«r  land*  at  Ibe  Unttad  States. 

And  alao,  where  lands  have  levanad  to  tbe  Uaitad 
fltataa  bi  tHM-payrDaat,  to  direct  Ike  nla  tkanof  again 
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ril  oOiat  i^Uie  nle^  nidasa  tbe  same  ihdl  bar*  Imm 
■old,  within  lii  months  alter  loch  reTani«a,a(prtTaw 
-la,  (at  a  piioa  not  len  than  that  for  wUsb  it  had 
rfors  been  loli]. 

On  reqttest,  Mr.  Ticberob  had  leave  to  with- 
drew the  motion  submitted  by  him,  on  the  3Dlk 
ultimo,  for  instraeting  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  oFchang- 
ing  tbe  present  judicial  system  of  the  Untied 
States. 

The  Seaate  restimed  tbe  coneideraiion  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  lit  instant:  "That  the CoDHnitiee 
on  Fiaaaee  be  instructed  to  inquirs  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  prohibiting  tbe  ezportatioB  of  the 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coins  of  tbe  United 
Stales;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  ou  the  meiiMirial  of 
MatThev  Lyon,  of  Bddyville,  in  the  State  of 
Eeotvcky ;  and  the  eonsideratioD  thereof  was 
further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Dao&gtt  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  Iniroduoe  a  bill  mere  ^ee- 
taally  (0  provide  for  tbe  mintafameni  of  certain 
crimes  agaiaet  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe 
second  rending. 

Mr.  Kfso  presented  the  memortal  of  tbe  Oov- 
ernoTB  of  tbe  New  York  RoBpilnl,  relative  to  di^ 
tressed  American  seamen,  relieve*  by  that  ioatf- 
iniion  ;  aod  the  memorial  was  read,  aod  referred 
to  the  Secietary  of  ibe  Treasury,  to  consider  mi 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  actio  increase  tbe  nirm- 
ber  of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War,"  was 
read  a  third  titae,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  resolution  antboiriiing 
the  transmissicHi  of  eeriaia  documents  free  of 
postage,  having  been  reported  by  tbe  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  tbe  resolution  was  read  a 
(bird  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lacoce,  from  the  Committee  ofPeaaiou*, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George 
Stone,  reported  as  foLowa: 

"Tut  the  said  Mlttioner  seta  ibnh  that  he  aarvad 
three  jeaia  in  tbe  Hssaachosstts  line,  in  the  Bevoln- 
tionaiy  war ;  that  be  wai,  while  in  tbe  disdiarge  of 
bii  dntj,  wounded  in  the  sboaldei,  which  faai  enr 
ifaice  coniideTably  leanned  and  ^sabled  bii  aim, 
whieb,  together  with  tbe  infiitnitiee  of  old  ue,  nfi 
misftTiunes,  renders  it  neeeswry  fbr  him  to  aik  of  Ui 
eonntiy  (o  malie  Ids  ritnation  in  advanced  lib  e«n^ 
fiot^le. 

Toor  caanittae,  en  tbla  ooeaaieBi,  woaM  obaarve, 
that,  Dotwitrtaaidiiie  the  fata  ast  ftrth  in  tba  paddsa 
appear  to  be  proven  by  nunaraoi  voocbars,  ttwotlW 
be  inexpedient  to  giant  the  prajei  of  tba  petitioaer, 
inumiiob  as  the  eiiating  lawa  on  tbe  enbjsct  of  pafr' 
siona  pieeciibe  tbe  node  of  taking  teattmony,  aad 
«vei7  other  ^irereqaiNte  by  which  they  may  b*  a^ 
taiOM,  in  •  full,  ample,  and  it  is  oaaceivM,  libatal 
nunaet,  andj.to  depart  fiom  theae  gMietal  mbani^ 
regulatioDa,  and  to  make  each  individaal  oaae  a«iA- 
jaet  of  legislative  inquiry  and  enactment,  waaU  ba 
•xMnwIy  buideD*Mne  and  inconvenirent,  and  {HThapa 
in  eome  eases  might  inbject  the  Qovarnment  to  iat- 
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pOMliMi  ud  frind.  Th«7,  th«n£>ra,  ofici  Ibe  ftllow- 
isf  rtmbHioii: 

Utteh^,  ThattfaapstitionwhstBleaTe  towithdnw 
hii  patitioD." 

Mr.  LioooK,  from  the  ume  comniitlee,  to 
wbom  was  referred  the  peiiiion  of  Jobo  Brown, 
made  report,  aceompAnied  by  a  reiolutioD,  tbat 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
grBBUd.    The  report  aod  regolution  were  read, 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Luce  Colli- 
B«aa,  also  made  a  report,  accompanied  br  a  reao- 
Imion,  ibai  the  bare  leave  to  withdraw  bei  peti- 
tioD.    Tbe  report  and  resolution  were  read. 


Tb  use  DAT,  December  3. 
„e  from  the  Houae  of  Representative! 
iBfotmed  the  Senate  (hat  the  House  baTe  pasted 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  Mehilabel 
Cole,  the  lands  therein  mentioned ;"  and  a  bill. 
•Dtilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  M^or  Qeoeral 
johQ  Stark ;"  In  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
eurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  (he  second  reading. 

The  FHBBinBKT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Becretarjr  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
s  rewlutioD  of  the  Senate,  of  the  16ih  of  April 
last,  in  relation  to  the  offices  of  tbe  eusiomi, 
which  it  map  be  proper  lo  suppress;  and  the  re- 
port, together  with  the  accompanying  docoments, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  priDl^  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuaoLEa  preienled  the  petition  of  Oabriel 
Qodfroy,  of  MichJ|ran  Territory,  praying  com- 
pensation for  the  destruction  of  ois  property  dur- 
ing tbe  late  war  with  Great  Britain;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Caeaii),  of  South  Carolina,  praying  payment  of 
BTTearagfs  of  certain  soldiers' pay,  as  slated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Commiuee  of  Claims. 

The  hill  10  provide  for  the  more  convenient 
organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales, 
ana  ibe  appointment  of  circuit  judge*,  wna  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  (he  report  of  tbe  Com- 
tnillee  on  tbe  Judiciary,  on  the  memorial  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  of  £ddyville,  in  the  Suie  of  Eea- 
lucky ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 


mhe  Seriate  i^tht  United  State*  .- 

I  tranunil  to  the  Senate  cofnei  of  tneh  of  the  decn- 
ments  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  I7tb  of  last 
montli,  u  hsTe  been  prepared  since  that  period.  Tbey 
eoDtnin  a  copy  of  the  repoite  of  Mr.  RodneT,  and  Mr. 
Orahan,  two  oftlie  Commisaianeri  to  Sooth  America, 
who  letnrned  firat  from  the  miieion,  and  of  the  papen 
connected  witb  &ote  reports.*     They  atao  presi    ' 


iew  of  the  operatiou  of  ooi  troops  enplojed  ia 
Iha  Seminote  war  in  Florida- 
It  would  be  gratiljing  to  me,  to  have  oomniBniaated 
with  the  Meaaagai  all  the  documents  referred  to  in  it, 
but  aa  two  of  our  Commiasionera  from  Soutli  America 
made  their  reporia  a  few  daya  only  before  ths  meeting 
of  CoDgreaa,  and  the  third,  on  the  da;  of  its  meeting, 
it  waa  impoaaihie  to  Iranamit  at  that  dme  more  than 
le  cop7  of  the  two  reports  firat  made. 

The  teiiduB  of  the  docnments,  will  be  commDni- 
cated  as  soon  as  the;  are  prepared. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DsciMaiB  S,  1618. 

[The  papers  aceompenying  the  Meaeage,  «o  far  ta 
they  relate  to  South  America,  a^e  thoae  which  were 
preiioiialj  laid  belbre  the  other  Houae;  and,  ao  far 

~  lapecls  the  Seminole  War,  of  lettera  between  the 
r  Department  and  General  Gainea,  and  the  War 
Department  and  General  Jackson,  and  of  tbe  proceed- 
ing! of  the  court  martial  for  tbe  trial  of  Arbnthnot 
and  Ambriiter.] 

Tbe  Mesaage  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Mesaage  was  also  received  frota 
the  PaBsioBNT  or  tbb  Ubitgi)  Statbb  : 
To  the  Senate  of  tie  UnUei  Slatet  > 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  Sfith  of  last  month,  leqaeatiDg  to  be  fumiahel 
with  aueh  infbrmatbn  aa  majr  be  poaseased  by  the 
£xecntiTe,  touching  the  eiecn^n  oi  ao  moeh  of  the 
firat  article  of  the  late  Treat;  of  Peace  and  Amity 
between  Hia  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  Btalea, 
as  relates  to  the  retEllntion  of  alaree,  and  which  has 
not  hereiofbre  been  eommanicated,  I  la;  before  Ibe 
Senate  a  report  made  b;  the  Secretar;  of  State,  <m 
tbe  let  inalant,  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Dacasaaa  S,  I81S. 

DirAamfBT  or  Stati,  Dee.  1,  1818. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
tbe  reaolntion  of  the  Senate,  of  the  13th  nllimo, 
requesting  information  not  heretofore  eommnBieated, 
relating  to  TBetitutian  of  alavea,  eoofofmabl;  to  tha 
first  article  of  Ibe  late  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
tbe  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  baa  tbe  hoaei 
of  reporting  to  the  President  of  ^e  United  States, 
tiiat  the  dUTerenoe  of  eanalroction  given  by  the  two 
Governments  to  that  part  of  the  firat  arUcle  of  the 
Treaty,  and  the  claim  of  the  ciliiens  of  the  United 
States  to  indemnity  for  sieves  carried  away  contraqi 
to  its  stipulations,  foroi  one  of  the  anbjecla  of  negotU- 
tion  now  pending  in  England;  which  negotiation 
having  commenced  towarda  the  clcee  of  the  month  of 
Aogoat,  no  report  itfhsprogrea*  bae  yet  been  reeeiMd 
at  this  Depaitmenl,  fi:«ai  tbe  Plenipoteatiaiee,  M 
whom,  on  the  part  of  tbe  United  States,  it  bM  beaa 
comititted. 

JOHN  qUINGV  ADAMS. 


PRiDAr,  December  4. 

William  Hdi«tbb,  from  the  Stale  of  Rhod« 
Island  and  Providence  PluiintioDs,  atieoded  thie 
day. 

Mr.  ErPEB,  froin  the  Comniittee  on  FioaBct, 
to  whMB  waa  referred  (he  petition  of  Jofan  G. 
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BrowD,  mide  ■  reporl,  lecampaDied  with  ■  r«8o- 
laiioa,  tbat  he  have  leare  to  wilbdratr  his  peti- 
tion.   The  report  ind  rMoluiion  were  read. 

Mr.  Lacook,  from  the  Coramitiee  on  PensiOD*, 
10  whom  wa«  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Puller,  mad'  a  report,  nccoiDpaajed  hj  a  resolu- 
tioD,tbBt  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  rend. 

Mr.  DbRBiLi,,  from  ibe  Catnmitle*  on  (he 
Jadieiarf,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  Virgi- 
nia, west  of  the  Alleghany  moaniaio,"  reported 
ibe  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WiLLiAua,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Coa- 
miliee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLBOK  tnbmiited  (be  following  motion 
for  eoisideration: 

Snohei,  That  a  joint  coBBinittM  of  the  two  Boosm 
«f  Coniressbfl  appoint«d  to  consider  and  Tapiirt,wbs- 
thar  any,  and  if  any,  what  fiunher  provisions  b;  Ian 
aia  oacssssTT  to  insore  despatch,  aeearae;,  and  neat- 
tiass,iD  the  printing  done  t?  order  of  the  twoHooses, 
TMpectiTelj ;  sod  thst  they  han  lesTe  to  report  by 
bilL 


Btiohed,  That  the  Hsssage  of  the  Prestdent  and 
doenmiDts  reUtt*e  to  the  Ssminole  war,  be  referred 
to  a  salect  eonuniUee,  who  shall  have  anthonty,  if  ne- 
eesaary,  to  send  fi>r  persoiu  and  papsrs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Burbill,  fire  hundred 
copies  of  tbe  Message  of  tba  President  of  the 
United  8utes,or  tbe  3d  iosttDt,  together  with 
the  doeumenit  rclatiTe  to  the  Seminole  war, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  the 
Senate. 


JIssoAis^  That  no  paper  or  document  shall  bereaf- 
tMbepitntsd  iir  tbsuseof  ths  Senate,  bnt  by  spseial 
otdes,  except  Msasages  from  the  Prsaidant  UT  the 
Tlnitsd  States,  or  commnnicstioDs  from  ttkS  Hoose  of 


Mr.  Mn-LBH  presented  the  petition  of  Jobn  O. 
BrowD,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  to  author- 
ise  (be  payment  of  a  forfeiture  remitted  by  tbe 
Seetetary  of  ibe  Treasury,  as  staled  in  tbe  peti- 
tion }  wliieh  WKs  read,  and  referred  to  (be  Com- 
mittee on  Finanoe. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  tbe  Comoiittee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subjeet  was  referred,  rsjMit- 
ed  a  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  tim^ 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  com- 
pieting  the  payment  thereon;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  (ha 
motion  of  the  3d  instant,  "  That  tbe  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs  be  iostraeied  to  inquire  ion 
tbe  expedie»cv  of  makios  proTision,  by  law,  for 
elothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  do- 
mestic manafaeiares  ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideraiien  of  the 


notion  of  tbe  Sd  instant,  "  That  the  Commiuee 
io  Pensions  inquire  into  (he  propriety  of  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Qeorge  Belli"  »■>*)  ngreed 
(hereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  (he 

oiioQ  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instrnciing  the  Com- 

littee  on  Public  I^sds  to  inquire  into  tbe  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  sereral  taws  protidias 
for  toe  disposal  of  public  lands;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coDsideraiion  of  ike 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petUioQ  of  Oeor)^  Stone ;  and, 
in  coocnrreaee  therewith,  tbe  petitionet  bad  leare 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

NiHiaN  Edwards  and  Jhsb  B.  Thohab,  m- 
speAlrely  appointed  Senators  by  the  Legislatvie 
of  the  Sute  of  Illinois,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  they  took  their  sects  io  tlie 
Benaie. 

On  motioD  by  Mr.  Uobiow, 

RfUvtd,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  aaaer- 
tain  the  classes  in  wbich  the  Senators  (rf  the 
State  of  Illinois  shall  be  inserted,  io  conformity 
to  the  reaoluiioa  of  the  Uth  of  May,  1789,  Bod 
as  tbe  CoDstitution  requires. 

Ordtred,  That  tbe  Seereury  pnt  into  (he  bal- 
lot  box  two  papers  of  equal  size,  numbered  1  aad 
3 ;  each  of  the  said  Senaton  shall  draw  oat  one 


of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  Mareb,  1819; 
and  (ha  Seantor  wbo  shall  draw  No.  3,  in  the 
class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  aerrice  will  ex- 
pire on  the  3d  of  March,  1823. 

Whereopoa,  tbe  numbers  aboremenlioned  were 
by  the  8«eretary  rolled  np  and  put  into  a  box ; 
wfaea  Mr.  Bdwabdb  drew  No.  1,  and  is  accord- 
ingly of  tbe  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of 
service  will  expire  oo  the  3d  of  March,  1819 ;  and 
Mr.  Tbohas  drew  No.  3,  and  is  accordingly  of 
the  class  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the 
3dofMareh,1823. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  considenttion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  pedtion  of  John  Brown ;  and  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  the  prayer 
of  tbe  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Ooramiitee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  u[  Luce  Cotiineau ;  aud, 
DO  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbits,  tbe  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  the  seaoad 
Monday  in  January  aexu 

Tbe  bill  farther  to  exiead  the  judieial  system 
of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time;  • 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  DAoaBTV,  ttie  farther 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  oadB 
the  order  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samnel  F.  Hooker, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  (he  8e(tlemeD(  of  the  ac- 
count of  James  Wilde  was  read  (he  second  tUnc 

Tbe  resolutiou  directing  a  survey  of  cecUiB 
parts  of  tbe  coast  of  Notui  Carolina  was  rsBd 
the  second  time. 


mSft&SiY  OF  OOKGftBSS. 
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I  irondmeni  I 
Staietj  u  it  n 
mmU  ibe  choice  of  Elccuvior  PrctKkni  and 
vice  Frcsideni  of  tbe  Uait«d  Stales,  and  tbe 
deciion  of  Rcpreteaiatives  in  ihe  CoDgretg  of 
the  United  Slatti,  was  read  the  aecond  time  j 
and  OD  motion,  bf  Mr.  Dickesson,  it  was  tefei^ 
nd  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
beia,  to  consider  and  reiMrt  thereon ;  and  Mr. 
DicKBRBOM,  Mr.  Edwabob,  Mr.  Emo,  Mr.  Bab- 
BOdb,  and  Mr.  Maood,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  graniiDg  to  Mehit»- 
beL  Cole  the  lands  iherun  meuioned,"  was  read 
tbe  second  lime,  and  referred  to  ibe  Committca 
«■  Public  Leads, 

The.  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  orU*. 
joi  OenenJ  Jobn  Stark,"  was  read  the  second 
ume.and  referred  te  ibe  Committee  on  Pnsions. 

Toe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  coDsidemtion  of  tbe  resolution  to 
crest  a  monnment  over  the  remains  of  ibe  hie 
Oaneral  Gionafl  WABBmaTOM,  where  they  now 
lie,  logctber  wiA  the  amcndnieni  reported  there- 
to bjraseleeE  conmJtcee;  and  the  amendment 
hafiog  been  asreed  10,0a  motion,  bf  Mr.  Dao- 
sirn,  the  fnrtaer  considetatioa  titereof  was  post- 
poned atitil  Monday  aeit. 

The  Senate  rcanmied,  as  in  Committee  of  iba 
Whole,  Lbc  eoDiidemiioio  of  the  bill  to  proTide 
far  tbe  more  coaT»i«D  t  orfanization  of  the  ooarls 
of  the  Uoiied  Siaica,  and  the  appoinlmeat  of  cfr- 
eait  jndges ;  and  tbe  further  eouiderntloa  there- 
of was  postpoDGd  to,  nod  mnde  the  order  of  the 
liar  f°'i  Monday  nexL 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SAKroan,  tbe  Message 
from  the  Preudent  of  the  Uniied  ataies,  of  April 
aa,  l&iS,  reoeired  ai  the  kst  aemion,  loceihar 
with  tbe  rules,  legalniioas,  end  insKticiioDs.  for 
tW  nani  swrice,  prepared  by  the  Soard  of  Nary 
ComissioBers.  in  ohedieace  to  an  aet  of  God- 
gres^  paaaed  7tii  of  Febrnnry,  ISlfi,  eitlilled  "An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  sevenl  aols  for  eelBb> 
tisbiu  B  Navy  Deparimeiil,  by  adding  theeeio  a 
Boar*  of  ComiaigBionera,"  transmitted  there* 
with,  were  referred  Id  tbeOomiuiice  on  Narai 
A&us,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  adjoained  to  Maoday. 

M-aRDAT,  December  7. 

Tbe  PaaiiUKT  conHnaDioaied  a  latter  from 

Jybn  Gardioeri  prescBtiDg  to  the  Senate  maps  of 

tbe   Alabama   Territory,  and    of  the   miljury 

boanty  lands  in  ike  Misscvti  TertUory ;  and  the 

»  letter  was  read. 

Hr.  WiLLUXB,  t>{  Misiissippi   presented  tke 

Siikion  of  merehaats,  iraders,  and  inbabiianis  of 
1.  Stephens,  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  praying 
m  be  made  a  port  of  entry;  and  the*  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufaeiures. 

Ur.  MoBBiL  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Btephens,  of  Ohio,  praying  the  pririlege  of  re- 
entering ■  cerlBJn  qinner  section  of  laoa  for  tbe 
original    eonsideratioDj  and    tbe    peiitioB   was  I 


read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnblie 
Lands. 

Mr.  JoBMsoR  presented  the  petition  of  Solo- 
mon Provost,  praying  compensatioD  for  property 
taken  for  the  nae  of  [be  Army  of  tbe  United 
States;  tbe  petition  uf  Noel  Destnhas,  for  and 
in  behalf  of  tbe  heirs  of  £.  Macany,  praying 
indemnification  for  property  destroyed  durii^ 
the  late  war ;  and  also  tbe  petition  of  Peier  La- 
ceste,  praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of 
slaves,  taken  away;  by  tbe  Briiish  during  tbe  Ute 
war ;  and  the  petitions  were  respectively  read, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  JonnaoH  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  eonsideration : 

Saohtd,  That  the  Comiaittae  on  Military  AdUse 
be  inatraidsd  to  inqnire  into  tba  ezpodieni?  "fjsss 
ing  a  liw,  snthoruing  the  PtesideDt  of  the  Imilad 
Sisles  to  tske  prevtsionsl  peeesswon  of  East  Fleeida, 
or  of  inch  parts  of  it  as  he  may  deem  esssntisl,  now 
or  bersaller,  to  control  the  Indisu^  and  to  prensil 
them  from  oommittlDg  hastifiti«B  against  die  dtfaana 
of  the  United  Btste*. 

Mr.  Bubbiu^  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  concerning  tbe  western  district  court  of 
Peonsylvania,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lacoce,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  BCt  for  tbe  relief  of  Major  Oeneral  John 
Stark,"  reported  the  same  without  amendDMnt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Commiilee  on  the  Jadiciary,  on 
the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyon ;  nnd  tbe  eon- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maitbew  Barrow 
was  read  the  second  time. 


pleting  Ibe  payBeni  tbcrees,  was  read  tbe  m 


Dambtt,  10  emend  the  jnainml  ayaicaa  of  tbs 
Ueiied  States,  was  neat  taken  »f  as  in  CemBii^ 
tee  of  the  Whote. 

Mr.  Daqoett  rose  in  support  of  this  Mil,  nsd, 
sAar  observing  that  it  was,  with  the  exc^tioa  of 
■  few  of  itH  feaiores,  similar  to  tbe  bill  on  the 
same  sutijeM  before  the  Honse  of  Bepreseotn- 
tives  at  the  last  seasion,  proceedtd  to  explaai 
brieOy,  but  distinctly,  its  several  pcoiisions^ 
showing  the  expedieacy  of  some  and  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  others.  When  Mc  D.  coneln- 
ded  his  remarks,  the  bill  was,  on  bis  tnotien,  re- 
ferred to  the  Jndiciary  Committee. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  tbe  day,  the  Senam 
resomed,  ao  in  Commiliee  of  the  Whole,  the 
coDsiderstion  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  more 
convenient  organization  of  tbe  courts  of  the 
United  Slates,  nod  Ihe  appointment  of  cirenit 
judges;  and  Mr.  Babboub  having  submitted  a 
motion  to  reeommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
DO  the  Judiciary,  with  insirnotioos  j  on  motion 
by  Mr.  One,  tbe  ftirther  consideeaiioo  thereof 
was  poupoaed  uatil  Wednesday  next. 


mmxmtX  OF  GONORBSS. 


«s 


ANfc  qfOt  Umtei  atottt. 


nMtDD  of  ib«  4tb  iiMiat,  ftr  iIm  appeiDmetit  of 
•  joint  comBJiie^  M  imiBider  and  rtpatt,  wh«- 
tber  an?  foitber  pTOrisioDs  bf  lair  are  neeesmry, 


}Dsidieraiio&  or  the 
motion  of  ihe  4rh  iaslani,  "  Tliat  the  Message  ot 
tha  President  aad  documeoti  relative  to  the  Sem- 
iDoIe  war,  be  referred  to  a  select  comioUtee,  who 
shall   have  aathorilf,  if  necesaary,  to  send  lor 

CtMOB  and  papers ;"  aad^  on   matioQ  by   Mr. 
iCOOK,  the  focthet  consideratioii  thereof  vu 
postBooed  antil  Wednesday  next. 

TtK  Senate  resumed  t&e  coasideratton  of  the 

Sotion  of  the  4tb  iaitaat,  "  Tbat  no  paper  or 
iCDment  sball  hereafter  be  priated,  fat  lae  tue 
of  the  Seaaie,  trnt  by  apeeial  atdex,  except  »«■- 
M(ee  from  the  Preiideat  of  the  United  Stataa, 
m  coBHiiinmilbiiis  fron  ibt  Hoim  of  Repn- 
aeiHattTM  :"  aid  agreed  tkcrel«b 

The  bill  i>or<!  tfeeteaUy  to  ftioviA  fet  the 

SoaMment  ofcntaiii  crimes  gainst  the  United 
laiu,  aad  fer  other  pturpoaet,  m>  read  tbt  seo- 

The  Senate  reaitmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ooncideiaiioD  of  the  resoloiion 
eteet  a  moeutBent  orer  the  remain*  of  the  Ute 
Oeaenl  Oborob  WaaHmaT oh,  where  they 
Be;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  H*itson,  the  farther 
CDDiideration  thereof  i<raa  postponed  tmtil  this 
day  foruigbt. 

The  Senate  resmned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  GOQsideralioit  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Saarael  F.  Hooker^  aaiL  on  motioQ  by 
BCr.  WtLBOM,  the  farther  cooMderstion  thereof 
waa  poatpoDod  naiS  this  day  fottaighl. 

The  Seaate  tesomed  the  consideraiiaii  of  the 
report  of  the  Commiitae  on  Pinance,  to  whom 
vaa  reiJetred  the  petition  of  John  Q,  Brown; 
aad  ilk  concurrence  therenitb,  resolved  ibai  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Seaate  reeanied  the  eonsideralioD  of  the 
tepart  ef  the  ConmMtM  on  Peastoas,  to  whom 
was  rcferfed  the  peiitioo  of  Bi^bcn  FaJIsr ; 
a«d  is  eoDcarrcnec  iherciriih,  retolned  that  he 
bar*  leave  to  withdraw  hie  peiiitioa. 

Tbe  Seaate  rcniHed,  as  in  Coaamiltae  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoaeideration  ef  the  bill  to  aaihortae 
tbe  settlement  of  (be  aceooai  of  James  WiMe; 
«nd,  on  motion  by  Mr.  WiijaoN,  it  was  re«om< 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  finihet  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Seaate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tb«  resolution,  di- 
recting the  survey  of  certain  parts  of  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina;  and  the  same  having  been 

S landed,  the  PsEainEHT  reported  it  id  the 
anse  ajccQtdiDjly  ;  and  the  amendment  being 
«eacarred  in,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be 
daffroesed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Conuaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoneideiauoB  ot  tte  hiU,  enlitled 
"Ab  »el  to  esublish  a  jttdicial  district  in  Vir- 
Hiaia,  west  af  the  AUagbany  ntoantaiD;"  and, 
«B  motiea  by  Sir.  Williamb,  of  Hisiiwippi,  the 


farther  crasideratioa  thereof  wms  postpooed  a&- 
til  this  day  fortnight. 

AMBWBMENT  TO  THE  OONaTlTDTION. 

Mr.  DAaoiTT  communicated   the   foUowiDg 
resolnlioBs  of  Ihe  liegislature  of  the  State  n 
Coonecticnl,  which  were  rend : 
At  a  Gtnttat  AtMtmbio  ef  tit  Sl4$U  ^  CmveOeot, 

fteAf  at  HiotfiiFd,  m  taid  State,  on  tht  t — ' 


„ .  ?h«i,  for  1h( 
choouDK  RepresantalivM  in  the  Ceogresi  oj 
M  Btmim,  eaek  Rata  shall,  by  iti  Lesiilatore,  be 
dinded  into  a  namber  of  diirtiicta  eqasl  to  the  aam- 
ber  of  Bapressntalivea  ta  which  sodi  State  may  be 
entitled.  The  diatiicia  ihall  be  formed  of  cootigaona 
tnritoiy,  and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  aqnal 
nnmber  of  inhabitantt  entiUed  by  the  Oonstitotion  to 
be  represented.  In  mA  dklriet  the  qualified  voter* 
dudl  elect  ens  Representative,  and  no  more,  list 
Ibr  the  pntpeoe  of  sppointing  Bleeters  Ibr  dke  Preij- 
deut  and  Vice  President  of  As  United  StalM,  in 

qneKfied 

sElector, 

and  no  more.  Th»eddiliiinri  two  Eleeteis  to  wUcb 
each  Stata  ia  entitled,  shall  be  mobttad  in  sneh  man- 
ner es  the  LegtsUtme  thereof  nay  direct.  The 
Elactora  when  convened,  shall  have  power,  En  case 


any  of  them  appointed  as  above  prsscnbed,  ihall  & 
to  attend  Ibr  the  punoeea  ef  Iheu  aaid  appointment, 
di^preeenfeeafbr  ginng  ttieii  votes  for  Prsn- 


deat  and  Vice  PraaidBnt  of  tha  TToited  Btatsa,  to  ap- 
point another,  ot  otbera,  to  act  in  the  pUca  of  Um  or 
them  BO  failing  to  allMid. 

IfeittMr  the  districts  for  -^~"iiig  BepreeentaUvas, 
nor  thoee  for  nppoiating  Elector^  shall  be  silersd  in 
any  Stale,  unlil  a  censne  and  ajvortionment  of  Bep- 
resentatives  nnder  it,  enbseauant  lo  the  diiiaion  of  tha 
State*  ieto  districts,  shall  b«  made.  The  dlviaion  of 
State*  into  diilricti,  herebv  pmiidad  for,  ehaU  take 
place  immadialelv  after  Uus  atuandmeut  shall  be 
•doptsd,  and  ratified  a*  a  part  of  tha  Canatitatuui  pf 
tbe  United  States;  and  sncoeaiivelj,  inunediatelf 
afterwards,  nhensTei  a  cenaos  and  wfpi'rti^nmant  of 
Befresentativea  nnder  it  aball  be  made.  The  divWoa 
of  each  8tata  into  districts,  for  the  purpose,  both  of 
choosing  Reprosenlalivea  and  of  appointing  Eleclon, 
^all  be  altered  s^ieeably  to  the  psovi«ona  of  tfii* 

idmant,  and  on  ao  other  occasion. 

tobed,  That  onr  Seaater*  in  the  Congxess  ef  the 
United  State*  be  instructed,  and  our  Repni     ' 
revested,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  tile  a^ai| 
t*  the  Conatifotien  of  the  United  Stataa. 

tUtaUtd,  That  hi*  Bicelleui^  the  Governor  of  thia 
State  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  preced- 
ing resolution  to  each  of  oni  SanaUrs  and  Rapresant- 
atWes  in  the  Congies*  of  the  United  Slates,  and  also 
to  Ihe  Gevcmors  of  Ihe  sevenl  Stales,  with  a  reqnaat, 
that  the  laaxe  may  be  kid  belbte  Iheii  les^ective  Le- 
giolaturea,  for  their  consideration  and  adoption 
BANK  OF  THE  ONFTBD  STATES. 

The  PaEeiDsaT  oommDnicat<;d  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Trsasiuy,  made  in  obedienee  to 
a  resotution  of  the  Seaate,  of  [he  15tb  of  April 
lant,  requiring  bim  to  procure  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  sundry  gtatemenl*  of  ita  aoa- 


HISTORY  OP  OOWGKBSS. 


Skmatb. 


Bath  qf  tho  Vttited  State: 


DkoEMBiB,  me. 


cams  aad  trBosaclioDs,  and  to  Ur  ihew  before 
the  SeD&te;  which  whs  read,  ■•  follows: 

TUAIDKI  DXMBTNIBT,  DtC  4,    1816. 

8tK :  Id  obediwiee  to  ■  reiolotiot;  of  the  Seiikia  of 
the  I5(h  of  Apiil  tut,  reqairinf  the  Secretuy  of  the 
Trewnrr  to  procore  fiom  the  Benk  of  the  United 
8t>te>  niQdrj  itetement*  of  iti  coneenia  uid  traniee- 
tioni,  aad  to  Uy  them  before  the  Benite  immediately 
ajtw  the  commen  cement  of  the  neit-  eeiaian  of  Con- 
freie,  I  heve  the  honor  to  aobmit  the  encloaed  elate- 
tnenti  and  eomTonnicetionB  Tnade  to  thia  Department 
by  that  inititntiaD. 

I  haTe  the  houoi  to  be,  Ac 

-     WM.H.  CHAWFORD. 
Hon.  JoBw  Qxij-j^Ma, 
PreMmt  of  the  Smote  pro  tern. 

TuAiDBi  DMiAwtuimT,  June  11,  1816. 
Sia:  Tlie  encloaed  reaolution  ia  inhmitlad  to  the 
pieeident  ajid  diiecton  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stalea,  for  the  purpose  of  obteining  the  iofbrmalioa 
required  by  it  in  time  to  be  commiuiiceted  to  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  commeacement  of  the  next  aeaaion  of  Con- 
gtw.  It  ii  preanned  that  the  ilateoient  required  t^ 
the  aecond  member  of  the  reaolution  may  be  lumished 
op  to  the  30th  of  September  next. 
I  em,  veiy  reepectfiiil;,  &e. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
VuLlAJi  JoBia,  Baq^ 
Pretideitt  of  the  Bmk  of  the  U.  S. 

Bixx  Of  TBa  U>iTSD  Statib, 
Notemba-  II,  1818. 

Bib:  I  haTe  the  honor  to  tranamft  the  atatements 
required  by  the  reulation  of  the  Senate  of  the  16(Ii 
of  April,  a  copy  of  which  you  were  pleaaed  to  com- 
nnnieita  in  yoat  letter  of  the  Itth  of  June  Itit. 

The  atatementi  are  numbered  in  the  order  of  ^le 
•ereral  membera  of  the  rsaotntion,  and  the  detail*  and 
accompanying  remarlu  it  ia  conaidered  will  render 
ibem  perfectly  intelligible. 

In  reapect  to  the  paymenta  made  on  account  of  the 
ea^  part  of  the  aecond  and  third  inetalmenta  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  it  ia  impoaaible  to  designate  the 
amonnt  actually  paid  in  coin. 

When  the  gecood  instalment  became  due,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  nea  in  operation,  and  had  issaed 
a  large  amount  of  its  notes ;  billa  ware  also  diacounted 
and  passed  to  the  credit  of  indiTidnals,  and  specie  re- 
ceived  on  depoRle ;  iherefbre,  thenotos  of  and  diechs 
on  the  bauk  were  eqaifaUnt  to  specie,  and  would  have 
drawn  onl  the  apede  to  pay  the  cuh  part  of  the  in- 
stalment, it  the  literal  formality  of  pajing  in  specie 
bed  been  leqtiiied.  The  general  course  pursued  by 
the  lubseribers  waa  to  deposite  the  coin  and  notea  in 
the  bank,  and  draw  a  check  for  the  precise  amount  of 
the  caah  part  of  the  instalment. 

The  banka  in  the  principal  dties  resumed  specie 
payment  on  the  aOth  of  February,  I8I7,  and  the  third 
matalmant  beeeme  doe  on  the  lat  of  July  following; 
their  notea  were,  of  coorae,  received  in  all  paymenta 
doe  to  the  bank  and  lo  the  levaBua,  and  aba  on  de- 
posite,  for  which  epede  vraa  liable  to  be  drawn ;  of 
'        r  and  ebeeka  on  the  Bank  of  the 


In  (ha  atalauant  eiUbitiBK  the  deht*  dne  to  the- 
bank  and  ita  offices,  the  amonnt  of  billa  diaeoiuted 
bears  an  undue  proportion  to  the  rdativa  trade  and 
importance  of  the  reapective  placea ;  but  the  eflbrta  of 
the  board  of  directors  to  produce  u  mora  equal  ajqMr* 
tionment  have  been  counteracted  by  cireanutances 
which  they  coald  not  control,  the  origin  of  whidi  may 
be  referred  to  the  state  of  the  currency,  and  of  domes- 
tio  Bichanga  at  the  period  immediat^y  preceding  the 
eatablishment  of  the  bank,  the  consequences  of  which 
are  yet  visible  in  the  moneyed  operationa  of  thoas 

The  Amda  of  the  cities  eut  of  Fhiladelphia,  derived 
ftom  the  sale  of  their  imparled  commoditiea,  had  been 
aufiered  to  accumulate  daring  the  late  war,  and  nnlU 
the  eatablishment  of  the  bank,  chiefly  in  the  citiea  of 
Philadelphia  and  Beltimore,  lo  an  immense  atnonn^ 
in  antidjiation  of  that  event  and  the  proapeeta  enter- 
tained of  the  consequent  improvement  in  the  cormi^. 
The  pnbtic  revenue  had  alao  aeeumalated  in  the  mid- 
dle and  weatern  sections  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
amonnt  of  many  milHona,  particularly  in  the  banks  of 
Philadel^a,  Baltimore,  and  the  Diabict  of  Colom- 
bia ;  and  the  benka  of  thoae  places  were  greatly  in- 
debted to  thoae  to  the  eastward  of  them  respectively. 

Shortly  aftei  this  period,  as  you  will  recollect,  sir. 
the  banka  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
Virginia,  agreed  to  reaome  apeae  paymenta  on  Ute 
SOth  of  Febmaiy,  under  a  apecial  agreement  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  which,  in  order  to  bring 
about  this  deairable  and  indiepeoa^le  event,  engagM 
ita  credit  and  resources  in  protecting  the  debtor  banks, 
end  in  hquidating  these  immenae  balances  by  actoal 
remittances  to  the  eastward  in  specie  and  bilfs  at  par 
aa  the  only  poaaible  mean*  of  maintaining  what  had 
been  ao  happily  began.  In  the  mean  time,  the  public 
depoaitea  in  the  hinka  of  those  placea  which  had  been 
truialerred  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  and  the 
revenue  subsequently  collected  in  the  same,  were 
chiefly  expended  in  the  ettie*  east  of  the  Sssque- 
hannah. 

These  drennutancea  have  constantly  maintainod  so 
great  a  demand  for  exchange  in  the  eastern  cides,  that 
the  directors  have  been  unable  to  extend  the  dieconnia 
at  the  office*  at  New  York  and  Boston,  as  thej  have 
eameitly  desired  to  dn,  without  getting  in  debt  to  the 
banks  of  those  place*,  and  incurring  the  immediate 
liabili^  to  a  demand  of  payment  in  epede ;  of  the  Ifrgo 
importations  of  which  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
at  a  great  aipeose,  not  one  dollar  has  been  expended 
south  or  weat  of  Pbiladetphia.  It  is  a  &ct,  corrobo- 
rated by  the  experience  of  all  banks,  that  thoir  opera- 
tions must  neceasarily  be  regulated  by  Ihoaa  of  the 
banks  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  otherwise  thoae 
which  are  moat  prudent  or  parsmonious  will  become 
the  creditora  of  those  who  are  the  most  liberal  or  ex- 
travaganli  the  conaaquence  of  which  is  an  immediate 
^Mcie  responsibility.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
and  ita  officea  do  not  form  an  exception  to  thia  mle ; 
and  facta  have  demonstrated  that  a  bank  of  very  lim- 
ited reeoorces,  governed  by  an  ivaridous  policy,  and 
applying  its  means  not  to  the  purpose  ofpublic  aosm- 
modation,  but  to  the  traffic  in  spede,  by  collecting  the 
bills  of  other  banks,  drawing  out  the  specie  for  sale, 
and  repeating  the  operation  daily,  may  aubjecl  the 
largest  capital  to  inceasant  contribution.  It  is  con- 
ceived that  what  haa  been  aaid  will  aatisfactorily  prove 
that  the  Bank  of  tha  United  Statea  oould  not  remit 
and  liquidate  deble  of  the  eoathem,  wetlem,  and  mid- 


Dboimmb,  wis. 


APPBNBIX. 

Btmk  (f  the  IMiUd  Slain. 


Ab  moUoqi,  to  the  aMMro  eili««,  Mid.at  Ihe  nine 
tDM  lawn  k  large  addilJODd  eapjul  to  tbe  1*U*t;  mod 
lh«t,  if  lb«  UUet  ttiT*  not  puticipated  in  the  loana  of 
the  beak  in  piiqioilion  to  their  g»nt  wealth  and  own- 
nwrae,  Uw;  ban  at  Iea>t  deriTed  m  inlwIaDtial  bene- 
£ta  bom  Uw  o^ratiotM  of  the  bank  u  as;  other  aeo 
tioii  «f  tht  Vaiau. 

In  legafd  to  the  diaixiunta  on  billa  aaeurad  If  the 
pledge  ^public  and  oorporate  atooka,  it  ia  re^wcitfalljr 
obacmd,  that  tbeae  loam  oiigiaatod  in  the  aodden  re- 
demptian  of  f  13,000.000  of  the  funded  debt,  part  of 
the  eapitii  of  the  bank,  with  the  public  tnnde  which 
had  been  tranafeired  to  the  bank  in  ti)/e  manner  rqire* 
MDted.  Thia  event  took  place  in  a  few  moptha  aJler 
the  bank  had  commenced  ita  opeiationa,  when  few  of 
it*  office*  were  in  operaUou,  and-  while  the  cireum- 
atancci  of  the  inftitiition  pndodod  the  poeeibility  of 
•n  eqDitablfl  dtatribntion  ot  ita  captal.  It  therefore 
became  a  dealrable  <^ect  to  emplOT  thia  capital  for  the 
bme&t  of  the  inatitntioa  withont  drdaj ;  and  the  onlj 
qveation  which  the  case  appeared  to  1a<ral«e  wae,  whe- 
ther tb«  loans  ooght  to  be  made  on  the  collateral  aecu. 
litj  of  pnblic  and  eoiponte  aliKki,  or  on  the  mate 
pnoaiiona  aacnri^  of  mere  peraonal  reaponiibilit;, 
when  that  apeciea  of  accMmnodation  did  not  appear 
lo  admit  of  ao  great  an  extenrion.  The  board  deler- 
minad  upon  Ihe  fbntier  eoone,  and  proceeded  to  die- 
eoimt  biU*  on  the  pledge  of  etock,  withont  regard  to 
penoDB  or  place,  and  indicciiminately,  to  the  extent 
which  it  waa  oflered ;  and,  of  coorae,  the  gieateat  loana 
hare  been  where  the  gieateat  amoaot  of  atock  wu 
held.  The  whole  amonnt  of  the  loane  on  pledged 
alack  of  every  description  has  not  at  anj  time  reached 
by  two  million*  the  amount  of  Ihe  funded  debl  re- 
deemed by  the  GoTemment,  althongh  the  origiaal 
amount  of  the  fonded  debt,  part  of  the  capital  of  the 
bank,  WM  intended  to  have  been  928,000,000.  To 
have  loBDed  theae  fnnda  in  New  York  and  Boaton, 
would  have  required  their  previona  coDveraion  into 
Bpecie,  or  Ihe  fnndi  of  thoae  citiea,  which,  from  the 
eonree  of  exchange,  and  the  flxtraordinair  demand  for 
ipede,  waa  impracticable ;  and  to  baie  demanded  the 
inunediate  payment  of  apede  doe  by  the  bauka  in  Pbil- 
adet[dua,  Baltimore,  Diitiict  of  Colombia,  and  the 
wealem  eonntiy,  would  have  been  to  require  impoaai- 
talitiea.  The  fonda  were  therefore  loaned  where  Ihirf 
were  cDmnt,  and  in  their  operation  produced  the  giad- 
ttl  diminntiaa  of  Ihe  debta  due  by  the  bauki  in  thoae 
placea  to  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  Blitea,  wtiich  they 
bad  Qol  the  ability  to  diBcharge  in  apecic  on  demand. 
The  reaaonwhy  nopaitof  the  coin  inpoaaeaaion  of  the 
bank  ia  eihibitedin  the  atatement  No.  3  of  the  exiating 
capital  of  the  bank  ia  aaaigned  in  the  note  annexed  lo 
that  statement ;  but  the  whole  amount  of  apede  in  the 
bank  nnd  its  offices  at  that  lime  waa  93,815,208  S6, 
■•  exhibited  in  Ihe  general  atalement  rendered  to  the 
DepartmenL 

The  criaia  in  whkh  the  direeton  of  the  Bank  of  Iha 
United  Statei  have  acted,  baa  been  one  of  peculiar 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  Tbe  policy  and  eflect  of  their 
adminiatratioD  cannot  be  appreciated  by  an  abstract 
^ew  of  any  single  measure ;  it  most  be  taken  in  eon- 
■anon  with  every  olhsr  which  It  involves.  They  have 
aameatly  endeavored  to  promote  the  intereat  of  the 
piditie  akdof  theinatitntioia.buttkey  diadaitn  thapre- 
awnptwn  that  woald  exempt  tiiem  frMn  error. 
I  have  Ihe  honor  to  remjuu,  &c. 

WM.  J0NB8,  Fru't. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  CBAWFonn. 


TssAsuaT  DkTABiKirr,  Nov.  ST,  ISIS. 

Bia:  t havethehanoitorelnm theatatementswhieh 

were  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  Ilth  inituil.     Bj 

comjiariDg  these  atatementa  with   the  reports  of  the 

Begiiler  of  the  Treaauty,  which  are  now  lianamilted 


miasioners  of  the  SinluDg  Fund  from  the  bank,  exceed* 
the  whole  amoont  stated  by  you  lo  liave  been  received 
by  the  bank  ;  whilst  it  is  admitted  that  about  $400,000 
of  the  funded  debt  waa  in  the  posaession  of  the  bank 
at  the  date  of  those  stalemputs.  The  information  re- 
quired by  Ihe  resolution  is  more  detailed  than  that 
which  is  fiimished  by  the  bank.  You  have  given  the 
amount  of  runded  debt  aubacribed  lo  the  bank,  at  each 
of  the  payments,  wilhoat  dislingoiahing  between  the 
different  species  of  stock  of  which  the  several  payments 
were  composed.  It  is,  I  thmk,  manifest,  that  the  re«o- 
Intiou  requires  this  distinction. 

The  difference  between  the  amonnt  of  stock  stated 
to  have  been  received  by  the  bank  at  the  different  pe- 
riods of  the  paymeDt,  nnd  that  which  has  bean  re- 
deemed, arises,  probably,  from  the  drenmstance  of 
excluding,  in  the  statement  made  by  the  bank,  all 
the  atock  which  waa  received  at  dales  snhseqnenl  to 
the  aevera)  periods  when  the  diffl^rent  instabuenta 
became  due. 

As  soon  aa  Ihe  atateinenla  required  by  the  reaoln- 
tion  of  the  Senate  an  received,  they  will  be  oonunt- 
nioated  to  that  body.     I  am,  &e. 

WM.  H.  CBAWPOBD. 

Wm.  Jo»s,  Eeq.,  Prmdent  V.  S.  Bank. 


Bavk  Of  TIB  Uhitbd  Staiis, 

Deetmber  1, 1818. 
Btti:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  staleoMOta 
leqaiiedby  Ihe  revolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  IStit  of 
A^  last,  which  were  coDuaunicaled  with  my  e:qilan- 
atory  letter  of  the  Ilth  ultimo,  and  returned  nnder 
cover  with  your  letter  of  the  27lh  ultimo,  hsTiug  sob- 
etituted,  agreeably  to  your  coDstruction  of  Ihe  first 
member  of  that  resolution,  a  statement  more  in  detail, 
exhibiting  the  amonnt  of  the  several  spedes  offanded 
debt  aubsciibed  to  the  bank,  and  including  as  well  tbe 

EaymenU  made  subsequently  to  the  times  preecribed 
y  the  charter,  as  the  payments  made  at  thoae  perioda, 
which  the  worda  of  the  reaolution  appeared  alone  bt 
require ;  thna  at  once  embracing  the  whole  amonnt  of 
tbe  caintal  Uotk  actaallv  paid  In  gold  and  ether  coin,  oi 
bank  notes  and  ehecka  equivalent  thereto,  and  in 
fnnded  debt;  from  whidi  the  amonnt  of  Ainded  debt 
redeemed  by  the  OovaromeDt  frea  the  bank  b^g  de- 
dneted,  shows  the  balance  of  funded  debt  remaining 
as  a  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  at  this  time. 
The  result  accords  with  the  atatement  No.  I  of  the 
Begistet  qf  the  Treasu^,  ahoniog  the  amount  <^  the 
several  apecics  of  liinded  debt  redeemed  fram  lite 
bank,  with  the  booka  of  the  hank  and  the  loan  office 
carefully  examined.    I  have  the  honor,  dec. 

WM.  JONES. 
Hob.  Wk.  H.  Cuwtou, 

Stcretary  of  the  TVraaury. 


oogle 


HISTOST  Oir  XIO»aRESS. 


JUaimV  i^  MatOti^  t^m. 


AiOBiim,  IflH. 


X%«  A«iMM  tf  Oe  Bmi  nf  Uu  Vnited  Staim  to 
t&t  &tr^arg  of  m  Trumry. 

Deamher  1,  1816. 
Sib;  T  hare  Uie  bnior  ta  ntum  die  lUtement  No. 
%,  of  the  Rogistei  of  the  Treaiuiy,  ahcmijig  the  *'  tmontil 
of  itock  to  the  credit  of  llie  Bulk  of  &e  United  Suiei, 
pel  diiidtnde,  to  th>  30tli  Jooe,  ISIS."  Thii  Mate- 
inent  icfen  to  die  d«le  juit  meUtiDned,  but  Bf^tn 
slto  to  b«bran{Hit  Dp  to  tbe  Slit  October,  ki  the  n' 
t^J  ont7  of  the  Loniiiina  debt  held  b;  the  bask  at 
former  date  is  included  in  the  aiDDimt. 

The  note*,  howeTcr,  which  I  have  added  to  the  fiwt 

of  the  Btitenient,  reeoDcile  the  atatement  No.  1)  reu> 

dsmd  b;  order  ai  the  Senate,  with  the  atalement  No. 

S  of  die  Regiater,  irUi  which  it  agieea  nilhlii  one  ceBt 

I  Ihtb  the  honor  to  be,  Ace. 

W.  JOKES. 
.     Hon.  W«-  H.  C»*»»oM, 

Seerttars.  </  tie  TWomry. 

Tuesday,  DecembeT  8. 

Tbe  Pbebidbnt  oommnnlcateil  a  neport  riom 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedieoce 
Lo  a  reaolullon  of  llie  Senate  of  Uw  ISib  of  April 
laat,  j'siudn^  Lha  reports  of  Ui«  ConuniaaionHa 
for  iba  dislFiftta  eiai  and  west  of  Pe«rl  Ti¥er,  in 
Weat  Florida,  relative  to  land  clainta,  M^eikfr 
Wttk  ibt  iMiB«iala,  pttHiaaa,  aiOd  niter  wpers 
aMriaanil  M  ih*  SejMM  vfot  lkeMaw<ub|ec£,  lo 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tmatry,  and  dbneaiiiigitiai 
lo  ngmt  a^lao  H  [fae  Senate  at  their  next  aea- 
sion,  for  the  Bdjuataeni  of  tbe  claiiss  to  lande  in 
said  diatricta,  accampanied  by  a  draft  of  s  bill  for 
that  pnrpoae;  which  wvreread. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Xitada, 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  CsminiilM  of  Claima, 
to  whom  waa  refetied  the  bill  lo  nuthorize  ibe 
settlement  of  the  tcemint  of  James  Wilde,  re- 
ported Ibe  same  with  an  amendment ;  which  was 

Idr.  Wu.««n,  from  i1m  sanot  MnHninae,  lo 
mkvm  ma  vefMHd  cb«  pethion  of  ThemaaCbap- 
matt,  «ollecier  of  lb«  otisMms  for  Geo^ewwn 
Aattid,  in  the  Btale  of  Sonib  Oarolkia,  mode  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resoluiioi^  that  tbe 
mnyer  of  tbe  pettticmer  onght  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  SANronn,  from  tbe  Commitiee  on  Com- 
meice  and  Maaufaciities,  reported  a  biU  lo  in- 
crease the  cotopenaalion  of  the  auireyat  of  the 
port  of  Patuzei,  in  Rhode  Island ;  and  tbe  hilt 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mi.  BuRBiLLgave  notloe  ibat  to-moerov  be 
abonld  aak  lean  lo  iatrodutte  a  bill  respecLMg 
t^e  uaiiBp«nat)oa  of  pwsoes  of  c«ler,  foi  tale,  «r 
to  be  held  to  labor. 

MEHCmiAL  OP  MATTHirW  LTON. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  conaid^ation  of  ibe 
nporl  of  tbe  Commitue  on  tbe  Judiciary,  to 
whom  waa  referred  (be  memorial  of  Maitbew 
LyoD,  o(  Eddyville,  in  tbe  State  of  Keniueky, 

ntog  [eimbursemeal  of  a  ceriaiQ  fine,  imposed 
e  year  1T9S,  at  the  suit  of  tbe  United  Sutes, 
together  with  the  costs  and  other  losses  attend- 


MC  tin  sanM,  to  »ti( :  "  That  tba  pramr 
pettlian  onghtnotto  beMBtedJ'    Wlwi__^._, 

Ur.  CimviiraK  anfcuiMted  tbe  bOi/twiag'WM- 
lim  a*  an  amendmeui: 

BtMiMii,  That  aU  pcfaona,  Wko  mra  'pnaeoaMtd 
and  fined  Bader  and  by  viMna  of  dt*  saeont  aMiiau 
of  the  act  of  Congreaa,  commonl]'  ealM  the  aedMsu 
law,  appre*ad  Oe  14*  da;  of  July,  1T98,  atidttttkled 
"Asi  act  h  addiliaB  to- the  act  entitled  'An  aetCar 
tba  paafabment  ef  entatn  eiicacB  agnBal  tbe  UnHad 
Statoa,' "  eufht  to  be  rekabnrsed  and  kidemnMid  aat 
oftkepaUicTraaian,  to  iBe  emounlof  th«Anatfte- 
poaed  iipaii,a»d  paidky  them,  teapeetioely. 

Mr.  CniTTEnDEN  said  be  considered  the  sedi- 
tion act  as  having  been  unconsiiiutlonat, not  onlr 
from  a  defect  of  power  in  Congress  to  pass  sucn 
a  law,  but  because  its  passage  was  expieasly  fbt- 
bidden  by  tbe  CoinslituitoD.  The  sense  of  tlae 
naiioo  bad  unouesiionably  prono<uc«d  it  imcon- 
siitutioaal,  aod  Ibatopiwon  beiDggeoeMlly  aa- 
teriained,  it  omhl  to  be  solenwly  psonoutced  bf 
4lM  Lcgiakuu-e,  ibat  biatary  and  tin  racordasf 
tba  eoontry  mty  oat  iaad  k  d»wn  to  potietiw' 
■a  a  prenedent  iiM  aeta  of  aimtlai  ttaDrpBtian.  If 
«  revaaioo  «f  tbe  proeeediogs  id  that  eaaa  wm 
iaapoitasi  in  a  public  fMipt  a(  view,  it  waa  dm- 
taialy  ao  as  it  pelMed  to  tba  iadivldaals  «bfr  ba- 
eanoe  tbe  sub^ete  ef  prosecutioa  under  that  ad. 
To  eaeh  of  ibein,  and  to  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  the  Constitntion  of  ibe  United 
States  bad  guarantied  certain  rights,  which  bad 
been  violatMl  by  ibai  law.  This  gusianlee  enti- 
tled them  to  indemnity  in  cases  wherein  those 
rights  were  viotaiedi  of  this  indenMHy,  the  de- 
clslojis  of  courts  ougbt  not  to  deprive  utem.  If 
tbey  did,  be  said,  itiere  is  no  redeeming  spirit  in 
tbe ConslituiioiL  LegslsaQctisuseanaM  vitiate 
ConsiJiutinBal  provisiooa.  The  Judiciary  ta  a 
vaJuable  part  at  OoFernmant,  and  oudii  U>  be 
bi^blir  raspeclad ;  bui.is  not  inrallibk.  The  Com- 
stnution  ia  our  gaidt— ««r  uaiemeiaw.  Blmd 
hoaMgecan  ■CTerbeMndiredl^&aBmeBloaBi' 
power.  In  ail  eaxa  of  aKcfed  violatiaaa  of  tba 
CDDstitBtiott,  it  waa  for  ConcFBs*  lamakeajoat 
diuriminatiOB.  In  doubtful  cues,  he  said,  be 
wonld  not  iaierfere ;  but,  when  the'  Coaatiiuiioa 
foitade  a  law,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  interpoee 
for  (be  relief  of  those  who  tnSered  by  its  iiiflic- 
tions.  The  case  now  before  the  Senate,  he  con- 
sidered  a  fair  case  Ar  tbe  interposition  of  Coa- 
gress.  It  bad  a  peculiar  character.  The  indi- 
vidual had  a  right  to  remuneration;  ibis  tight 
ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  coniingenoies,  or  to 
leculaiive  opinions.     We  may  not  do  wrong 

lat  rigbi  may  come  of  it.  Justice  to  the  indi- 
viduals, 10  tbe  CoDsijiaiion,  to  the  toaoiry,  all 
efuired  Ibis  course.  Let  ua  add,  said  Mr.  C, 
Mw  defencM  and  guards  to  the  Cwtslitaiioo  in 
Ibis  assa^Ue  point.  I#al  tts  seoute  it,  as  far  as 
iaourpower,fremftHureia£raci»oa«oibegr<iaad 
of  preMdcnt. 

Mr.  BuaaiLL  said  he  hoped  tbe  amendataot 
vould  not  prevail.  If  it  wb«  negatived,  cbegea- 
ieman  would  yet  Mive  it  in  his  puwer  to  try  Ibe 
:enetal  qneation  by  introducing  a  bill  embraciog 
lis  proposition.    Bui,  Mr.  B.  said,  Qoi«  faei  fille- 


KUSOKT  09  ccmrnxm. 


i,lS18k 


JiMlOKMf  V*  AfiHtAM  JipU. 


iDppon«d  by  >ar  p<!**f^  dnagh  ite  bets  im« 
txInordtDHy  M  ikcir  ■alan.aail  dm  U  be  be- 
Utrti  withMl  proof.  The  patitumar  ted  nbd 
nlici  frtKD  GoDgTM^OD  tbe  gnuwl  of  ut  bavisK 
Ih^  a  fkir  loaJ.  Ooglit  sot  ibis  to  be  ptovea] 
iiiftMd  «r  hung  MMcV  wMrtid  1  Ik  bad  ealled 
Jadgfl  pMien^  >  aeecsd  iaffriei,  bimMlf  wt 
AlgernvB  Bf  doer ;  bat  tbh  «u  ntt  a  crotnd  on 
whieA  At  Scute  couU  found  a  legMlarira  act. 
TJi<  qiiMlJDa  mgaciiDff  the  OoMtiniiiaailttr  of 
ibeaei  of  Coagteci.  wkieb  had  bera  asitaM, 
Ui.  B.  taid  he  woald  not  argne  t  aol  tbat  ht  Ina 
way  dtHibu  on  the  antqcoi,  bat  becauN  it  was 
«Ba«fla«sar]r  bow  to  dncn**  it.  The  qoMtion 
naU/  hefoK  tba  Seoaie  was  one  which  eonld  be 
disciUMd  witboBt  TcfennM  to  Ute  character  «f 
Jod^  Pattmooci,  and  withvot  reficotingaa  the 
•daniMrali«M  of  jiuttce  in  ihe  eooKs  of  our 
MiBlrjr.  TheiaeUaUcged  wneDotptorcd.and 
Ur.  B.  bcliered  lh(i)r  wen  not  nueaptlble  of 
'     ""      9  night  have  «(iil«d  ia  the  ]^Uic 


aa««T  evM  ha««  bcea  goifaf  of  the  acts  ^egod. 
it  waa  pMpMod  now  to  inttrfere  with  the  jadi- 
eial  ptocMdingi  of  the  eoaUry,  m  a  ntnusM  in 
wUut  tl>^  Bcaer  bad  bean  interfncd  wjrii  in 
this  or«Bv  ntbar  eoBDtnr,  brMiMag  wridodetii- 
•ioDB  «f  iba  caortt.  and  ladannlfiiBg  the  pattiaa 
wko  trarc  dia  sittqeot  «f  ih^.  and  that,  too, 
wihoattMWor.    H    "'  -  -   >  '  - 

the  iofalubH^r  «f 
hcu  AaiofCMi 


Ha  4Bd  not,  ba  said,  baUm  in 
ifceiafalUbH^riiftlMiHdisiur;  tat  ucMHrdH 
ha  u  Aat  of  CMgaeat.  Ttogeiiiteaaa  bimnlf; 
«b»  ikaufbt  hiKMclf  mite  noit,  night  be  miMa- 
kaa  in  bia  *ieWB,a*iifallibaMv  did  aoc  helwig  W 
bAMiaily.  What  rkfat,  Mr.  B.  ukcd,  had  Ooa- 
gTOM  t»  pa«m  the  CanMitutittanlitr  of  thialaw't 
Tbcy  coaU  lotpaal  laws,  bm  ibajr  oovld  aat  ra- 
viHiha  adjiidicaUtHia nadir thMi.  TtaeUtrbad 
bean  paaaed  by  Cotureia,  and  been  exeeiNed  by 
iha  cwuiU  of  the  UuMd  Siaita,  aAar  •<dHna  «■- 
•miaaiUw.  If  Coogrew  waie  to  intatfere  in  tkia 
ca«a.  they  night  in  alloiihcnj  and  the  Semle 
would  MC  to  whai  eonaeaQenees  tbe  catabtiah- 
nent  of  thia  ptiMiyla  would  lend.  A^nat  meh 
■Vila  as  ibe  petilionet  nUqad,  they  ntgfal  guard 
^r  law,  with  a  «w«  U>  DBcreniion  ;  but,  having 
occnrred)  thay  could  only  inlorfne  in  nxiaanw 
OMea,  and  thai  in  the  nanoet  pcaseribtd  ia  ibe 
CoutittttMB— by  impenohsant  aad  Tanw>ul«r 
the  Jadga.  To  p^>oaed  a*  new  praiMaed,  wrctU 
ba,  inaMad  «f  cMWidering  the  Judicial 
une  l^bt  (tf  a  cvrordinMe  bnaeh  af  the 
nteat,  to  tandat  it  dtpendant  and  awbordlmte.  If 
Co^raw  wete  ao  I^Mt,  aald  he,  paetotity  mi^t 
impute  t*>  thMi  patty  fteluiga,  «■  we  now  do  to 
ihsaa  who  have  gone  befoia  o*.  Let  na  not  then 
ptofflDBDae  OMsure  on  «Ky  past  Congte 
tbe  aals  of  the  Judiaiaiy. 

Mr.  Babbook  Mid  he  had  aat  iDteodad  .,  ., 

on  this  Mwstioo,  odIc**  inpellsd  by  an  inparloaa 
acDse  of  doiy.  He  waa  uppy,  1m  aaii^  thai  Uu 
Mesiioo  pnaeated  totheSaanteiiuiead  sfbcliw 
dcoided  on  the  aMilt  or  d«imit «[  an  indiridvaT, 
waa  to  be  dc«ded  on  the  broad  gtonad  of  pcin- 


.^  .  Waa  the  coarse  proposad  ia  i 
Bcnt,  be  a^ed,  an  nonsual  eonrMl  Was  it  not 
a  datty  pinolice  to  iaslada  all  who  were  ia  the 
lanM  pndiearment  in  the  sane  remedy?  An  in- 
.dindoaL  Mr.  fi.  aaii^  was  reaponsiMe  tot  any 

laEges  he  madei  and  they  are  not  to  be  reotunen 
laoia  VDiil  saiiaftniMily  provfd.    Lh  aot, 

erefote.  tbe  great  Ct»attiutional  qoestjon  mtw 
,  asented  rest  on  the  Bcrit  of  (be  clain  sf  a  aii- 
cle  individcal,  or  be  aDmmbered  by  qaaations  of 
bat  peeoliat  lo  an  isolated  aaaa.  Tb«  iroe  quei- 
tioB  now  to  b«  decided,  was,  did  tbe  OoreiaaaeiU, 
by  iha  seditioa  aat  of  1798,  from  imtanper  mo- 
ttvee  or  party  fealioga,  Tioliue  ibe  GaMtlmtian 
and  oppreaa  iiidnidaalB  1  If  dte^  did,  ought  n«t 
the  new  trosteas  to  whom  the  people  bad  eaa- 
fidcd  ihetr  anbotinr,  to  remedy  the  aril  a«  far  as 
in  ttetr  parwBf  1  The  pohlieaentiMaa^beaaid, 
cnHcd  nponCraigtess  to  repair  Ike  wrmgswhkh 
bad  be«i  iaflkwd,  nsd  to  admioisier,  tike  die 
good  Bamariian,  the  healing  balm  to  ererr 
wonoA  This,  ha  thoo^t,  waa  a  |noaiiioa«  mo- 
ment to  tetmoe  the  fonBcr  atepi,  la  deference  *> 
the  oiunion  of  the  people,  and  ctent  a  teraiar 
.againat  the  reenracnoe  of  riuilar  aagressian  af 
Br  an  iahctant  nod  CawatiMatiOBal  rigfa. 
I,  ba  saic],  waa  bM  the  tiitaaal  i»  mfca  cogai- 
gnaca^  jodieial  dtHnqaeoey :  tkM  was  ika  pr«r- 
iace  of  the  other  Sowe.  Bat  at  was  ^la  with- 
in iha  powat  of  Ibb  lody,  am  oae  btanah  of  itbe 
Ligiiiainaa,  la  praaoaaee  tbot  Aoaa  wbo  gave 
tbe^aUhoriiyeierdsad  by  the  jndimasy  hM  ■> 
right  toido  >o,  awd  ikat,  tbetenc^  the  jadicioigr 


the  law,  tha  Coaatltntion  befag  tbe  pammaani 
law.  He  balierodi  be  stid,  our  eonrta  wei«  th« 
paaeit  in  Iha  waud;  bnC  tlkoae  who  eompoaod 
ikcm  vote  taia  aen,  and  soma «f  ifaeaL  poM- 
bly,  bad  man.  Waa  there  a^thing,  he  asked,  m 
tkO'atnnae roba, whieh  ooofeered  sn  thew 


oonfidenee  of  Ihe  jadge  in  bia  own  iofaUibtlrty. 
do  w««U  nnt,  be  said,  act  iadeboalriy  lownida 
the  judieiaTy^ior  any  member  of  it;  fnit,  in  re- 
gard to  tbe  violatioit  «f  tbe  Constilutioti,  in  tbe 
pasaage  and  eieaution  of  the  aeditaoti  law,  a  iri- 
Hwal  from  whieh  then  was  no  appeal  bad  de- 
cided an  H.  Tfawa  wnt  aaaoog  the  peof)la,  at 
this  day,  aanrcsly  a  diaaemteai  roioe  on  tut  anh- 
jeeL.  WotUd  the  deKiaion  of  four  or  fire  ndi- 
vidnals eoaalafbalance  this  ananimaui  opinioB? 
The  aaditioa  act,  If  r.  B.  preoaadad  to  say,  was 
one  af  tbe  aaost  ooospicoous  among  the  «oti  of 
niarul^  in  aaoaiiiaeoce  of  wbieii  cIm  party  wiu 
(ban  beU  ihe.reiiM  of  Ghirenment  waa  pcaoipi- 
tated  from  power.  The  law,  be  said,  waa  un- 
eeoilitiniioawi,  and  Coagieas  ought  to  say  lo,  aad 
to  repair  ibe  ranges  made  under  color  of  its  au- 
thority. Bnppose  Coagraaa  had  decreed  the  pan- 
ishawBt  of  dead  and  corrnpiion  of  blood  for  the 
oSmoetdeiigDated.wtlMaci;  they  had  the  same 
tight  to  do  ilMt  as  what  they  did  do.  St^poac 
the  victim  had  bean  immtdated,  and  his  pvoperty 
aooisdated,  nod  that  the  heirs  bad  applied  for  a 
rerfmal  of  the  atmioder,  the  same  ttaawes  aaight 
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be  gives  a*  mi  now  giren  hj  the  gflDtlemaB 
from  Rhode  Ishiad,  thkt  we  ought  not  to  inicr- 
fere.  Tbh,  he  laid,  waa  not  the  knswer  doe  by 
CongreM  to  sDch  an  appHcalioB.  AppTehensioDS 
had  been  expresKd,  that,  from  a  diaereni  coarse, 
great  incaQrenieQccs  were  to  be  feared.  Mr.  B. 
taongbt  not.  It  wonld  leach  men  in  aiiihotity 
thai,  too  often,  in  posMnioa  of  power,  ihey  for- 
got right:  it  woald  teach  them  to  lo<»  forward 
to  ibe  BeniimeDta  which  posierttr  would  enter- 
tain of  Ibeir  condacL  Onr  halcyon  days,  raid 
he,  may  not  always  continue.  We  ought  to  erect 
land  mirki  for  the  benefit  of  future  a^|  we 
ought  10  eoconrage  fature  patriots  to  resist  usur- 
pation. Our  aorernmeat,  he  said,  was  made  for 
the  people,  and  for  the  conserTatiou  of  their 
itghlsj  and  we  ought  to  repair  tnjaries  unrigbt- 
Mtuly  inflicted  on  ifaem.  But,  if  precedents  were 
to  be  sought  in  the  bistorv  of  other  Govemmeiits, 
there  were  precedeots  to  be  found  in  British  hii- 

The  successors  of  the  Stuarts  repaired,  as 
lar  as  in  their  power,  the  injuries  they  had  done. 
In  the  case  of  Russell,  be  was  permitted  to  re- 
sume the  right  of  hlood  and  property — and  other 
cases  might  be  cited.  When  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent, at  the  Judiciaj^,  exceeds  the  powers  dele- 
gated them  by  the  Uoostitution,  the  people  have 
a  right  to  resist  nnto  hlood.  By  way  of  illusiia- 
tion,  Mr.  B.  pnt  a  case :  bad  Burr,  he  said,  beeo 
imposed  on  the  nation  as  President  by  Congress, 
bloody  Teogeance  would  have  pursued  the  usur- 
per and  bis  confederates.  In  the  case  of  the  sedi- 
tion law  there  was  no  need  of  a  resort  to  force ; 
the  redeeming  spirit  of  the  people  was  appealed 
to;  it  was  roased,  and  it  was  efiective.    The 


■nyihing[  been  done  to  redress  Ibe  individual 
wrongs  inflicied'i  Certainly  not.  For  one,  he 
said,  be  wished  to  enter  his  solemn  protest  in  ihis 
ease,  that,  if  a  name  so  insignificant  ms  his  should 
ever  meet  (be  eye  of  posterity,  it  might  be  seen 
bow  he  bad  acted  on  this  occasion.  What  had 
been  unconstiiuiionally  exacted  Congress  ought 
to  restore.  The  Senate,  he  said,  ought  to  loob  at 
Ibe  conseqaences  of  acting  on  differeoi  grounds. 
What  individual,  he  ashed,  wonld  hare  patriot- 


and  firmness  enough  hereafter  to  resist  op- 

■       '■■' ■  "  ■"    '     inily  for 


unless  this  eieiiement  of  indenmit; 


injury  snould  be  held  out?  The  case  of  the  suf- 
ferers under  the  sedition  law  Would  forewarn 
them  from  attempting  to  resist  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  a  nth  ority.  Mr.  B.  eonelnded  bis  ani- 
mated speech  by  a  brief  recapitulation  of  bis 
argument  Independent  of  all  consideration  of 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  particular  case  be- 
fore the  Senate,  he  was  in  favor  of  granting  re- 
lief, generally,  in  all  that  class  of  cases,  on  the 
principle,  ibat,  when  a  man  has  been  injured  by 
an  unconstitutional  law,  it  is  ibe  bonnden  duty 
of  Congress  to  repair  tlu4>reBGh,  and  enter  up  a 
protest  against  the  iojnry.  This,  he  said,  was 
an  unique  case,  and  one  in  which  this  great  fun- 
damental principle  could  be  safely  established. 
To  sbow  at  least  what  hit  opinion  was  on  the 


subject,  Hr.  R  required  the  qaesliMi  od  the  ms- 
tion  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Ons  said,  this  debate  was  wholly  unex- 
pected by  him,  until  the  genileman  from  Ken- 
tacby  gave  him  an  intimation  a  day  or  two  ago, 
tbsi  be  intended  to  oppose  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  did  not  then  intend  lo  interfere,  u 
he  believed  the  few  observatioaa  b«  might  make 
would  be  wholly  nnproStable ;  and  naihing  but 
some  allusions  which  bad  been  made,  wosTd  in- 
duce him  to  address  the  Senate.  He  was  ibe 
only  member  of  Confcress,  now  in  the  Seaaie, 
who  voted  for  the  sedition  law ;  and  there  were 
but  four  or  five  in  the  other  House,  who  hud 
aided  in  passing  this  law.  It  might  be  expected 
he  would  let  the  worU  see  he  was  not  ashamed 
of  his  old  friends,  nor  of  his  old  principles.  He 
was  not  now  an  advoaate  for  a  sedition  law.  The 
public  opinion,  aa  clearly  ascCTlained,  forbade  it. 
He  respected  this  opinion  as  sincerely  as  those 
who  much  oftener  referred  to  it.  It  was  his  in- 
clination, as  well  as  his  duty,  to  conform  to  it. 
But,  though  be  woald  not  repeat  ihe  oflence,  be 
conid  not  repent  it.  In  supporting  that  law  on 
its  passage,  he  acted  from  a  senaeof  duty.  Thoae 
who  acted  with  him,  were  governed  by  motives 
equally  honorable.  He  admitted  the  law  was 
inexpedient,  but  he  thought  gentlemen  mistakeii 
when  they  pronounced  it  unconstitutional.  This 
question  had  been  ably  discassed,  as  well  by  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  law,  as  by  those  who 
advocated  it ;  and  he  should  not  now  enter  deeply 
into  the  subject.  Every  Government  had  an  in- 
herent right  lo  punish  offences  which  endangered 
ila  existence ;  and  on  this  definition  he  relied 
for  B  juatifieation  of  the  law.  If  the  President 
and  Congress  were  convinced  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  such  a  law,  they  bad  a  right  to  enact  it. 
It  was  passed  in  a  period  of  great  danger  and 
alarm.  It  was  true,  it  bad  been  laid  these  were 
chimerical.  He  trusted  this  would  not  now  be 
said.  It  was  a  period  of  war,  and  of  threatened  in- 
vasion. Our  ministers  of  peace  bad  beeo  spurned 
by  the  French  Republic,  who  bad  demanded 
more  money.  The  nation  was  preparing  to  re- 
sist. At  this  moment  the  law  was  passed.  It 
was  a  measure  of  defence— a  pan  of  the  general 
system.  Of  this  system  Wabhingtoh  approved, 
and  accepted  the  command  a{  the  Army.  Mr. 
O.  did  not  wish  to  excite  unpleasant  feelings,  and 
would  endeavor  lo  avoid  it.    There  waa  one  ar- 

f lumen t  more  he  wonld  urge.  Had  gentlemen 
ately  read  the  law  1  If  tbe^  bad,  they  woald 
remember  that  its  second  section  only  punished 
the  publication  of  false,  scandalous,  and  maliciona 
matter,  and  admitted  the  truth  to  be  given  in  the 
defence.  He  had  always  been  surprised  that  ibis 
section  was  found  fault  with,  white  the  first  see- 
lion,  defining  a  conspiracy,  and  prescribing  its 
punishment,  had  been  passed  over  without  ani- 
madversion. The  law  was  doubtless  inexpedient, 
but  it  was  not  new  in  principle.  Similar  provi- 
sions existed  in  several  of  the  States ;  and  this 
act  was  deemed  essential  for  the  defence  of  the 
Constitution  and  its  authotiliea.  It  was  not  in- 
tended lo  afieci  Ibe  poor  iDdividmla  who  be- 
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came  iti  Tietimi ;  but  i(  wu  ihought  that  Fiance, 
who  was  «vei;wbere  endeaToriag  to  exwod  her 
infiueacB  by  inurgae  aod  corrapiion,  would,  by 
her  agents,  btuy  berselt  Ji)  our  concerns,  and,  that 
.  the  pTovisiooi  of  (his  act  were  Decesaary  to  defeat 
their  effarti,  and  preserve  the  QoverDmeat.  No 
matter  wbeiher  those  apprehensions  were  nn- 
fonnded  or  not— they  existed.  Nor  need  it  be 
wondered  at  We  had  lince  leen  and  heard  it 
averted,  that  the  finger  of  Great  Brilaia  was  dii- 
coveted  in  (he  proceedings  of  men,  whose  princi- 
plea,  services,  lives,  familief.  and  fortunes,  were 
cettaio  piedges  of  iheit  fidelily  to  their  country. 
But,  admitting  that  gentlemen  are  correct,  and 
tbai  indelible  ttisma  should  be  stamped  on  the 
law  and  its  authors,  can  Congress  remedy  the 
viong  done  t  We  have  no  CoDsiimtiontl  power 
to  declare  any  law  unconstiiuiiopal,  in  any  other 
mode  than  by  repealing  ii>  If  gentlemen  inought 
we  had,  be  would  thank  tbem  to  point  out  the 
clause.  They  could  not  do  it.  We  ha*«  no  such 
power.  The  Judiciary  could  do  justice  in  socb 
caaes,  but  the  Legislature  cannot.  Have  we  any 
precedent  1  He  would  not  admit  the  extreme 
cases  put  by  the  genileman  frooi  Virginia.  This 
was  an  ordinary  cas« — had  we  any  precedent  for 
interfering  here  7  None.  Would  there  be  any 
use  in  adopting  this  measure?  It  might  be  a 
precedent  Jor  another  Congress  to  pass  a  resolu* 
lion  restoring  the  Constitution  to  the  construc- 
tion given  it  by  the  sedition  law.  The  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  sent  here  to  do  this  ad;  it 
was  not  connected  with  bis  legislative  powers. 
He  dreaded  the  consequences  which  might  flow 
from  the  proposed  resolution.  Gentlemen  seemed 
to  have  lost  sight  of  analogies ;  and  the  sedition 
law  alone  was  the  "  hydra  and  chiniera  dire."  But, 
lake  the  embargo  laws  and  their  execution.  Manv 
cmineot  statesmen  deemed  them  Bncanstitutional, 
They  believed  the  power  given  to  Congress,  to 
regulate  commerce,  did  not  carry  with  it  the 
power  to  destroy  commerce.  Mr.  Dbxtbh  had 
publicly  and  boldly  denounced  the  embargo  as 
unconsiiiutioDal;  and  he  might  fairly  be  deemed 
the  parent  of  all  the  hereEies,  if  such  they  were, 
which  prevailed  in  the  East  on  this  subject.  Yet, 
heaoon  found  favor  with  the  Oovernment.  Some 
ten,  fifteen^  or  twenty  years  hence,  the  (question 
may  be  raised  concerning  the  const itui ion ality 
of  the  embargo  laws,  and  the  propriety  of  restor- 
ing fines  and  forfeitures  under  them.  Suppose  a 
gentleman  should  then  address  the  Senate,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Virgiaia  now  does,  with  the  i 
xeal  and  eloquence,  would  he  not  be  able  to  ac 
oar  prejudices  and  feellngt- agaiosl  the  embargo 
laws?  But  were  there  no  other  cases?  The 
United  Stales  Bank  was  once  deemed  unco 
lutiooal,  and  had  been  so  pronounced  by  the  great 
inquest  of  the  nation,  ot  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  spoken.  But  ibis  opinion 
had  paued  away,  and  it  had  been  found  useful 
and  necessary,  and  admitted  to  be  Consiituti' 
Is  thece  nothing  else  on  which  conlroveraies 
this  may  hereafter  arise  1  Yes — roads  and  canals. 
Was  ihere  not  a  gieat  diSeteoce  of  opinion  aa  to 
tbe  cons  tit  atioouity  of  these?    Snn?<»B  tbcw 


should  hereafter  be  called  in  question,  and  ma- 
lions  made  to  restore  finea  and  penaltiea  incurred 
under  them  ?  Would  not  this  create  great  diffi- 
culties and  injuries?  These  efieeis  naturally 
flowed  from  this  act ;  and  we  ought  to  avoid 
them.  The  great  corrective  of  errors  of  oar  Gov- 
ernment was  in  public  opinion— this  was  the  re- 
deeming spirit.  Bat  gentlemen  said  the  remedy 
this  afforded  was  not  perfect.  Were  any  of  oar 
laws  or  intUiulions  perfect  ?  To  our  feeble  per- 
ceptions, were  the  dispensations  of  God  faimeeir 
perfect?  Individual  easee  ought  not  to  interfere 
with  the  general  safety  or  welfare.  But,  by  wiiat 
test  will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  satisfy 
you  ihat  the  revolution  in  the  Government  was 
efitcted  by  the  sedition  act?  Was  not  this  ant 
combined  with  many  other  measures,  which  have 
been  since  re-enacted  and  adopted  by  the  ma- 
jority with  whom  that  genileoun  acts?  Sup- 
pose a  dialogue  should  take  place  between  a  gen- 
tleman now  in  the  majority,  and  one  formerly 
M^— and  such  a  dialogue  might  be  carried  on  in 
perfect  good  bauor.  The  former  might  say 
"  you  acted  extremely  wrong  and  inducteet  whem 
,ou  were  in  power,  and  well  deserved  to  be  dis- 
placed." That  may  be,  replies  the  otber.'bat  I 
should  like  to  be  informed  in  what  particulars  1  • 
"  Why,  you  raised  a  standing  army."  True,  we 
raised  a  provisional  army  in  time  of  war ;  hut 
maintain  a  standing  army,  much  larger,  in 
of  profound  peace.  "  Bui  you  established  a 
navyl"  We  did— and  yoiif  most  eloquent  mes 
opposed  it  wiih  all  their  energy;  but  yon  have 
found, on  exnerieoce,  that  you  must  have  a  navr,. 
and  to  your  honor  yon  have  imitated  the  exam]He 
we  set  you.  "  But  you  borrowed  money,  at  eight 
per  cant."  So  did  you,  at  almost  dotthle  that  rate 
of  interest.  But  what  else  did  we  do?  "You 
passed  alien  and  sedition  acts."  Well,  yoD  did 
not  pass  an  alien  act;  but  an  act  concerning  alien 
enemies,  not  much  unlike  it.  You  did  not  pais 
a  sedition  law— but  this  was  only  one  link  in  the 
chain,and  was  not  the  means  of  the  change  which 
took  place.  The  whole  of  our  maasores,  taken  in 
connexion,  occasioned  our  expulsion  from  powei ; 
you  have  adopted  them  all  but  one,  and  remaia 
in.  The  people  bear  you  out,  and  would  not  us. 
We  are  content.  Godspeed  you.  On  the  whole, 
Mr.  O.  said,  he  thought  it  inexpedient  and  im- 
proper for  Congress  to  form  itself  into  a  high 
court  of  errors,  and  interfere  in  the  present  case, 
and  thus  arouse  party  feeliitgs,  and  establish  a 
dangerous  precedent. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  that,  being  of  the  committee 
who  reported  against  the  petition,and  of  opinion 
that  the  prayer  of  it  ought  not  to  be  granted,  he 
deemed  it  a  duty  to  offer  his  reasons  for  differing 
from  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Virginia. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  report,  and  agaiosi  the 
amendment.  His  political  principles  were  and 
always  had  been  republican  or  (as  they  bad  been 
formally  called,  by  wayof  repioaeb)  democratic 
His  principles  had  never  changed,  nor  was  it  pro- 
bable Ihey  ever  would.  He  was  sorry  genllemeA 
bad  gone  ao  deep  into  the  question,  aa  it  miglu 
awaken  Ceelingi  which  had  better  be  permitted 
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to  sluaber.    Wbeo  the  wdition  law  pMed,  pob- 
Ib  apinioB   nindtcd  sgainit  in   prinoifto  >ad 

Cnkioni,  not  tKcatiM  it  *bs  UDcoaBtitatioiwl, 
t  bcuusecif  the  tenper  maiifoited  id  eaicliog 
lad  cxecatiag  il,  whian  indiKed  a  belief  that  the 
object  waa  1o  oiusli  aH  opptuitioa  to  the  party  in 
power.  That  party  were  ooatiiiaally  pooriog  id 
tdiwuet  upon  the  Presideai,  applandiafl-  bis 
acaiDrei.  and  deDouneiDS  thote  who  dm^ed 
ham  tbeni  in  opiaioB.  The  very  ehildtm  pi«- 
aeued  iheSr  adnlatory  affnipgi;  and  it  wu  re- 
UMiked  hy  some  one  at  ibe  lime,  that  the  Picii- 
tert  had  as  maoy  addreeaee  iD  bis  bureau  as 
Jbtan  [faa  Fint  bad.  The  Democratt  ««re  d<- 
moBMed.  and  the  Presideu  called  od  to  remove 
them  all  from  office ;  and  on  erery  remoTal  of 
oD«  of  (bem,  addreiMB  were  Mat  to  ibe  Preeident 
finrobatioe  bia  cooducl.  This  created  the  alarm. 
^  Ibis  violeDC*  the  sedilioD  law  owed  the  oppo- 
•itiea  it  experienoeiL  BDd  not  to  [be  belief  that  it 
waa  meoDatiloiiODal.  The  timei  were  dm  aow 
what  they  were  in  1798.  Tbe  OvreFBDMU  bow 
admitted  ita  oppooentB  to  a  panicipMioD  ia  id 
vffiaea,  and  ill  frieade  did  net  alamor  for  Umii 


tHIIUD.         J.UB  tfVDUetflBB     IfBia     [11  ■  lliaTl  il  1 1  - 

i  Rhe^ieluidjaMlyoppaaed  ttieaiaamp- 
GoBOTVM  to  decide  OB  the  eanaiitmioiMlity 
m.    Oat  Cout^ntioD  had  vary  peepeilf 


ilat  he  would  drop  tbis  lal^ect,  aad  return  to 
'   the  queatiOB.    The  geatleme*  from  Uataachu- 

aattaand  Rhode  idand'--' 

IioD  by  Goi 
of  »  law. 

•snirMfld  the  pwrtren  of  QccemaMiit— thi 
UiTe,  Lqgielaiive,  >ad  JadtctaL  They  shoald 
be  bepl  aepacate.  The  Jodieiaty  wma  la  coBMrae 
lama.  CoBgrtai  co«td  not  rarerae  their  deeiS' 
ioDi,  mx  Mpair  their  iBJurwi.  When  rhey  had 
paNH  a  bw,  aad  tbi  PrecideM  aiaMd  il,  they 
eoatd  BOt  tovch  it,  SBleee  lo  repekTor  amend  it. 
The  opIoioDi  of  legal  meo  ov^t  to  kaee  great 
weight.  Tbe  Judiciary  waa  compoaad  of  Kich. 
Tbey  were  aeleeied  for  their  legal  acfWteiBebia. 
T^eT  deliberated  well  before  tkSf  decided.  They 
waofd  BM  karre  aHxqwd  to  patty  puraoee*,  but 
ihey  me  tbe  law  iu  fall  operaiioB.  This  ooold 
giea  CoBgTwt  no  light  to  iBterhre.  Are  yon  to 
prsewne  tbe  jodgai  were  perjured  and  preett- 
Mtedl  Weooght  not  dose  wiiboui  preoT;  and 
wc  have  here  only  the  aug^tsttoM  and  «ecolle&- 
tions  of  eighteea  ar  twenty  years  ago.  Aad  he 
must  bete  »y,  the  petilioBer  had  here  given  eri- 
diDCa  that  haeaa  DOW  write  Utterly,  ifhe  dtdaai 
then.  Het^pcaled to  geMlCDMa  wh»had  profea- 
eioaally  atudted  kw,  whether  ibe sedition  ael  wn* 
nncoDstituiioaal.  He  was  aot  wtiaScd  itwaiio, 
bat  iBotined  to  think  oiberwiie.  Ia  tbis  cue  at 
least,  the  apidioBQi  ooght  not  lo  be  believed,  as 
there  was  no  evideaee  of  the  troib  of  his  alk^a- 
lioBi.  In  the  infmioy  of  oar  Qorerament,  tbe 
aommoa  law  of  Bagiand  waa  adnpted.  This  for- 
bade ibe  proof  of  any  fact  alleged,  aad  wai  mneb 
marc  aerere  ibas  Uie  leditien  law.  Under  the 
eomiBOB  Uw,  initetd  of  admittiBg  tbe  truth  as  a 
jiutificniioa,  "  Tbe  grentcf  the  truth,  the  greater 
the  libel."  The  jnry  coald  only  decide  on  the 
bet  of  poblieatioa,  and  the  coBrt  eoold  fine  and 
HnpiisOD  at  tbeit  diicreiion.  There  was  no  offence 
pnaiabable  by  the  ■edition  act  bat  waa  iadieuble 


at  flommoB  law,  save  pHbaps  ia  a  atogle  ei*e; 
and  while  under  the  fnrmer  the  irnlh  mighl  be 
given  In  eridence,  and  the  jury  had  conizanee 
boib  of  law  and  fact,  nnder  the  latter  the  tmtb 
hot  aggratated  the  offence,  and  tbe  offender  was 
at  tbe  mercy  of  the  court.  Tbe  wdilion  Uw  Waa 
therefore  an  amelioraiion  of  the  eommon  law. 
Bui  the  great  evil  waa  in  tbe  epirii  which  pre- 
railed  in  ita  enaciton  and  admin  ialratlen.  He 
ahonld  not  follow  the  gentleman  fVom  Mnaaacfan* 
setiB  on  the  ant^eoi  of  ihe  embargo  laws,  ftc, 
but,  if  you  indemnify  Mallbew  Lyon  uttder  this 
nnconslitntiatial  law,  sBpiwae  the  pwty  'wiut 
~pBS9ed  tbe  tatr  ahonld  regain  the  tHcegdency— 
wbiob  he  weg  not  wilboat  apprcheneion  of,  Bot- 

itbtUBdin^  they  ezteaded  to  tts  the  right  bainl 
Mtowabip,  aad  profeued  to  think  we  were 

all  Repubileans,  alt  Federalists" — they  might 


of  Mtowabip,  aad  profeued  to  think  we  were 
"all  Repubileans,  alt  Federalists" — they  might 
repeal  tbis  lav,  take  tbe  money  again  ont  of  bia 


out  of  the  Treasury  and  put  It 
into  his  bands.  Another  Cengreei  might  reverse 
lhieproeeeding,nDd  refund  him  tbe  money.  This 
xigiag  course  might  be  endlesaw  This  waa  too 
apparent  to  be  qnestioned.  Hn  had  always  gmia 
with  tbe  pBfty  in  power,  in  most  of  their  mess- 
Dret.  He  still  should  do  ao,wheQ  tbey  were  right 
He  tbouchl  they  wen  not  ao  in  this  proponlton; 
that  we  nad  bo  right  to  adopt  itj  that  it  wontd 
be  dangerous  as  a  preeednti ;  asd  that  prece- 
deata  were  already  obtainios  too  much  influence 
in  legislatioD.  They  are  likely  soon  to  hare 
mere  authority  than  tbe  CoDatitniion.  If  yon 
refaad  Ithtthew  Lyon's  fine,  where  are  we  to 
alopl  HewDuMlifae  to  be  informed,  for  heeould 
ttOE  hhnself  see. 

Ur.  Hacor  had  hofied  the  tesolutioo  wnnid  be 
diseusaed  on  it*  merits,  as  it  did  not  eren  men- 
tion Matthew  Lyon's  Bnme.  Tbe  Ime  qacsiiini 
waa,  will  you  review  the  ptoeeedin^  nnder  the 
eeditioB  Inw.  bow,  while  parn  apini  is  fansbe^ 
and  aH  is  calm?  This  oatm  be  did  not  wish  lo 
distnrb.  But  if  yon  agree  to  the  report,  and  re- 
ject tbe  petition,  hew  will  yon  bring  the  qoestira 
before  foal  He  was  told  the  preeedcBt  woold 
be  dangeioBs.  He  vonld  meet  this  at  once.  If 
parly  in  power  thoaghl 
,  H  them  do  so.  He  did  i 
more  tbaa  tbe  gentleman  from  South  CatoKna, 
but,  whenwrene  wasdone,  itonght  to  be  righted. 
The  adopiioB  of  the  ConBtttaiioo,  and  the  slate 
of  tbiags  abroad  and  at  home,  which  ensned,  bad 
e»ited  heats  in  iheeowBtry;  and  he  supposed 
both  parlies  were  sometimes  wrong.  The  coun- 
try 1b  now  peaeeful,  and  we  can  act  free  from 
prejudice  or  party.  He  shonld  not  attempt  to 
discBBs  the  eODstitationsliiy  of  ilie  sedition  law. 
He  had  often  been  heard  on  this  subject,  and  be 
supposed  every  man  had  made  up  his  mind  on 
tbe  question.  If  the  Senate  was  satisfied  Ihe  law 
waa  uneoDSiituiional,  they  ought  to  adopt  the 
resolaiien ;  if  tbey  had  doabta,  they  ought  to  re- 
ject it.  Some  facts  were  stated  in  the  petittni 
not  known  to  bimj  bnt  be  believed  Metthew 
Lyon  had  remunerated  all  the  members  who  ad- 
vanced mooey  to  relieve  him  from  his  flee.    Ae- 
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Saiun. 


KDtlBiDtB  ws  w«Ta  to  regmrd  the 
■  (ha  Uw,  mad  both  dkm«  Ibu 
litCoMlitaiioD.  It  wai  K  uiBfottoDe  the  jn^gM 
vBK  not  eqnal  in  iD&llibilil^  la  ibe  Ood  wb» 
nad*  thflin.  The  truth  mi,  if  ike  judge  ma  « 
fuij  nuB  oni  of  power,  be  waM  be  &  inrty  ma* 
le.  Tbe  office  woold  not  ohiBge  hnmso  nature. 
He  hid  Ml  dotbt  tbw  the  seditkMi  kw,  and  tbe 
proeaediDge  nader  il,  had  aore  effiwt  in  rer- 
olDliiHiizjng  ibe  GoverniBau  ibao  all  its  ottier 
act*.  He  well  remembered  the  laupiaxe  of  the 
time^^par  jovt  taxes,  bat  don^  apeak  agaiost 
GoTanuaant.  The  gaotleouB  from  UastBcha- 
aeit*  admin  the  inaxpedleDcy  of  the  law,  bnc  not 
in  tuwHMilMiooalh)'.  Tbi*  waaoriteelf  a  neat 
aonoeMioD.  Wosld  he,  or  the  geailemaM  liam 
8«aih  Ckrotioa,  pnt  his  Anger  on  the  olaaae  of 
thttConatituiamwhiehaaihorteed'thallawl  He 
woold  not  impute  evil  notivaa— he  had  nothing 
M  do  with  thea,  b«t  with  acta.  He  wonld  bare 
ffefenrad' ft  silent  vote;  but,  being  vefiirted  to  ia 
ifee  pMiiiaa,  be  eoald  net  be  uleni.  ilimtj  H 
paid  bMk  daJI^  from  tbe  Trtamry:  to  iadi*idiial^ 
witliaat  its  hang  called  nwuiifg  tbe  deoiiion  ef 
the  judge*.  He  did  not  egree  with  the  genile- 
■MB  ftoaa  Maasaehaeett*  aboat  the  paweia  of  the 
fihmniBeoL  That  gentleman  thought  it  might 
io  aay  mt  MaeeMarr  tail*  pnaemtlon.  He,  Mr. 
11.  belioffed  Jt  eoilltt  net  g;  bayaDd  the  Oomtini- 
tien.  Wehaeein  thieoouBlrjFtwo  geTemmeata. 
The  GoaatiiMion  definee  the  powen  of  tba-Oen- 
eml  QDTerniaen^  and  leafei  tbe  Bute  goTera- 
menta  nntODebed.  He  thongbt  the  poiiiloBeleae, 
that  if  there  waa  bo  Constimtional  power  to  pan 
tbe  law,  tbe  maaerwaa  mken  wiongfollf,  and 
engbt  to  be  reetoicd.  Mr.  M^saon  wu  aoriT  iba 
aaaiaa  of  JBdgca  bad  been  iMrodaeed.  We  owhi 
a  pau  Hf  htry  orer  the  aahea  at  the  dead.  Let 
tbeBitecp  qmctly  with  thnr  tethera— be  woald 
not  diitarD  tbM».  He  rcgieited  that  the  gentla- 
man  fratn  South  CaralhaaliadBpekeB  ef  the  man- 
aet  in  wtuch  the  pMttion  wai  drawn.  Tbe  ef- 
feet  of  tkia  mig^t  be  to  oreaM  dJ^faM  with  the 
ma*,  and  thm  weaken  iheirgnmeoia  in  favor  of 
iheelaiaB.  We  had  nottiiM  todo  with  the  per- 
•DD  hK  with  the  priociple.  Ueifaought  the  gen- 
thman  w»e  atoo  mietabe*  in. the  law  of  gngland 
eaiheiBbgeeioflibeta.  Hefand  rendaipenhof 
Mr.  Beekine,  as  what  oesarfn  he  did  not  reeol- 
leet,  wMah  ae  tfaaoght  eonehuire  aod  «atklac> 
tary,  tbnl.tfae  ttatb  might  there- he  grtnn  inevi* 
deaee. 

Ur.  Slum  eKdaioed.  Ha  said  bit  friend  from 
HOrtb  OanHaa  had  miscMioeiaed  leme  of  b«e  aa- 
gnment&  Ha  had  not  manat  to  enfbHe  hia  w- 
■imente  bf' tradaciiig  the  petitioner  j  and,  pec* 
naasibehad  batteroothwramentioBadbim.  H* 
had  not  ttid  the  eadiUeo  law  wat  CenitiiniioBat ; 
bBl,ai  the  Jndiciarf  had  deeidedi  it  waa  «o.  be 
eooM  not  withhold  huauent.  Tfaeaennioa  taw 
of  England  waa  the  law  «f  maay  of  the  Stated  at 
the  time  ibe  sedition  law  waseowjted.  He  did  not 
partieularl;  reeolleet  the  mreefa  whtcli  the  geo- 
llemao  from  North  Carolina  adverted  to;  but 
bad  ao  doubt  tlic  represeotBtion  he  had  alven  of 
tt  Was eoireet.    la  Bnglead  thoeemmoBlawbad 


been  amdlsmted  in  some  mennre  br  a  bill  iatro-^ 
doeed  by  Mr.  Fos,  whieh  admiued  the  trath  to 
be  given  in  evidenee  in  relatieo  to  pablie  offleere. 
The  COnitilittioB  hnd  been  qooled — "  Coogrees 
shall  make  no  law  ahridging  tbe  freedom  of  speeek 
or  of  tbe  presi."  This  wa«  inteeded  to  seonre 
tbe  liberty  ^the  press,  bat  not  its  lieellioDSDese. 
It  meant  to  proteot  [he  troth— not  ialsehood.  He 
iboDgbt  Congress  had  no  right  to  coostrHe  their 
own  lawa— Ibis  power  belonged  ezolnsiTeljr  to 
Ibe  Judiciaif.  If  we  may  atffogate  one  law  by 
explanatfoD,  we  may  anetoer ;  and  ihm  (rtHtntie 
tbe  ends  of  government. 

Mr.  Maoom  said  he  tboagbl  the  power  <rf  pno- 
isbing  libels  remained  ia  the  Slate  gorernmeate, 
and  was  not  conveyed  to  the  Oenetal  Qorern- 
meat.  He  added  a  few  words,  which  wen  not 
diitinotly  beard. 

The  MtMtB  adjonrned,  Withont  taking  ibeqOea- 

tiOB. 


WiDiiBaaAT,  Deccwbcf  9. 

TbePaaainKRTecaaaninieaiedaletterfremihe 
Seeretnn-cC  ttae  TiaasBry,  tsaasmittiag  a  imoH 
of  tbe  DiNCtor  of  the  UiM,  giriag  tbe  result  of 
sundry  assaya  made  of  the  several  spcaioi  of  for- 
ogn  gold  and  silver  coins  made  eurreiH  in  tbe 
lAiied  Surtea,  by  ao  act  of  Congress,  pasaed  the 
SMi  of  AprU,  1S16;  and  the  latter  and  report 
were  read.— Refefred  to  ttae  Committee  oa  Fi- 
nance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  aoDsideratloa  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  4th  iastaar,  rcfeiriag,  to  a  select 
eommitlea,  the  Heawge  «f  the  PrcsideBt,  and 
doenmeDts  relattTeto  the  Seminole  war{  aod,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Iaioook,  the  farther  considera- 
tioa  thereof  was  postponed  oniit  Friday  ncit. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Btnaiu:.  aiked, 
and  obtained  leave,  to  intTodDca  a  bill,  respecting 
the  transport* lion  of  penons  of  color,  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and  the  bill  waa  read,  and 
it  passed  leiheseoond  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resonHd  the  consideration  of  tbe 
rewiri  of  theComBUttseof  C]aims,to  wbomwaa 
renrred  the  petition  of  Thenaa  Cbapmaa,  eoU 
leetok  of  ibe  enstoms  fbr  the  QecwgeCown  D{»- 
trict,Jn  tbe  State  of  South  Carolina ;  and  in  coa- 
CBMCnce  therewith)  naatocd  that  the  pcBfarof 
theipetiliQaeroagklDM  Id  bofgrantedt 

The  SaBaiter«sBmed,aainiConaBBtHaa>Dritw 
Who^  the  coaMentianof  Mebill,  to pnwMe 
i^ih«n*i>eeoBVeB{eBt  organ  i«Bti«B«rtbecmttta 
ef  life  United  States,  and  the  appoihiment  of 
eiivtrit  judges,  together  with  the  motLofi  to-re- 
eommit  the  bill  with  insiructinns ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, tbe  AwlbeT  eoasideratlon  thenof  waa  posl- 
praed  antil  Wcdnefday  aeii. 


;e  (torn  the  Mouse  of  Represeniailves 

.  ._e  Senate  ibat  tbe  Hooiie  have  passed 

bill,  entillsd  "An  eci  for  the  rtlief  of  WilHam 


dthe 


Barton;"  a  bHI.  entitled  "An  net  for  iherriief  ef 
Willian  King ;"  "A  bill  eelitled  "An  net  for  the 
relief  of  the  heira  of  Ado!phns  Burghan,  de- 
ceased i"  and  also,  a  hill,  eMitled  "An  act  making 
a  panial  approprfaiiaB  Ihr  the  nriUaary  service 
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of  tkt  Uoiled  Smim,  for  tbe  year  18IB,  and  to 
iii«k«  good  a  deficit  in  (be  apprapritiioB  for 
holding  trcaliei  vith  the  lodius ;"  iq  wbieh 
biiU  they  raqoest  the  cOBCorrencs  of  ibe  Senate. 
They  have  concurred  ia  tbe  ret^Iuiion  of  the 
Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commiltee, 
(o  consider  and  report  whether  any  further  pro- 
visions by  law  are  neccasary,  relative  to  tbe  print- 
ing done  by  order  of  Congress,  with  an  amend- 
meni,  in  which  they  request  tne  coDeurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  coDsider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  HoQw  of  RepresentaiireB  to  the  res- 
olution last  mentioned,  and  eononrred  therein  ; 
and  Hr.  Wiuoh,  Hr.  LaoooK,  and  Mr.  Bubbill, 
were  appointed  tne  committee  «d  ibeir  part. 

Tba  four  billa  last  brousbt  np  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  ine  second  reading. 

Tbe  engrossed  resolution  direciios;  a  survey  of 
certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  was 


Whole,  the  eonsfderaiioo  of  tbe  bill  fur  tbe 
lief  of  Matthew  Bartow;  and,  no  amendmeol 
hBTiBg  been  made  thereto,  the  PuainiNT  report- 
ed it  to  the  House,  and  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
angrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  fesumed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ibe 
Whole^  tbe  consideration  of  ibe  bill  to  luapend, 
for  a  limited  time,  ibe  eaJe  or  forfeiinra  of  lands 
for  fctlnre  in  completing  the  payment  tbereon  ; 
and  tbe  further  consideration  ibeieaf  was  post- 
poaed  to  Monday  next 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  RepreseDtatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  invalids^'  a 
bill,  entitUd  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  William 
B.  Lewis;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe 
relief  of  Frederick  Brown ;"  in  which  bills  they 
nqiMit  tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

CB8BI0N  OF  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  JoBHaoit,  of  Louisiana,  having  ohiained 
leav^  withdrew  tbe  resolutioa  submitted  hy  him 
some  days  ago,  respecting  a  provisionBl  occupa- 
tion of  East  Florida ;  and  in  lieu  thereof  sub- 
mitted tbe  following,  which  lies  on  the  tab^  one 
day  of  course: 

Smimd.  That  Ibe  Prandent  of  the  United  SMh 
be  reqaoiUd  to  lav  bebie  tbe  Senate,  e^ias  of 
lb*  corta^OGdenee  between  the  GovernaieDt  of  tbe 
llBiled  States,  and  tba  Qovemnent  of  Spain,  relativa 
to  the  ocssioD  of  the  Florida*  to  the  United  States, 
which  has  not  alnadj  bsan  Gommonioted  and  whieb, 
in  his  «>inion,  maj  be  cosununicatad  with  salatj 
to  the  public  interest. 

In  withdrawing  tbe  one  resolution,  and  offer- 
ing the  other,  Mr.  Jusnbom  said,  in  substance, 
that  be  was  not  influenced  by  any  ebaoKeor 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  his  first  proposuion ; 
be  believed  it  to  be  the  proper  course  to  be 
oltinutely  pursued;  an  opinion  eouflrmed  by 
ioformaiion  be  had  seen  in  the  New  Orleans 
papers,  that  hoetillties  were  yet  rife  between 
tbe  Semiaoles  and  the  frontier  settlers.  But, 
having  nadersi»od,  that  a  corrcepgadoiee  bad 


been  ^oing  on  between  our  Qoremroent  and 
the  Minister  of  Spain,  be  had  tbougbt  U  would 
be  proper  jo  understand  first  what  was  the  result 
of  this  correspondence,  as  it  mi^bl  have  some 
bearing  on  the  object  be  bad  in  view.  He,  there- 
fore, for  the  present  waived  his  motion,  desir- 
ing it  to  be  understood  that  be  reserved  Iha 
right  of  renewing  it,  should  it  still  appear  neeet- 
sary^  after  the  iDfarmation  required  by  bis  present 
motion  should  be  received. 

MEMORIAL  OF  MATTHEW  LTON. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  cansideratioo  of  tka 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  unfavorable 
to  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon ;  Mr.  Cbittbh- 
dim'b  motion  lo  reverse  tbe  report,  and  to  mak« 
general  provision  for  tbe  indemnifiealion  of  all 
similar  eaaes  occurring  under  the  sedition  law, 
being  yet  under  eooaideration : 

Mr.HOBBiL  said,  the  discission  had  taken  a 
course  wbieh  was  noespeoted ;  and  be  felt  It  a 
duty  to  make  some  remarks,  and  asaicnihe  rea- 
sons which  would  govern  his  vote.  Tne  question 
turned  on  the  coasiitutionaliiy  of  theiedilion  law. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  beeansa  he  be- 
lieved Ibe  law  Constitutional.  Tbe  law  only 
punished  false,  licentious,  end  maliciona  writinga. 
Tbe  Constitution  did  not  mean  to  prohibit  a  law 
to  punish  these.  It  was  intended  to  oherlsb  virtiM 
and  morality,  and  to  preserve  our  rights  and 
privileges ;  and  which  of  these  did  we  esteem 
higher  than  reputation  1  The  Constitution  pro- 
hibited any  law  abridging  tbe  freedom  of  speeoh 
or  of  tbe  press.  Now,  freedom  and  liberty  aru 
synonymous  and  convertible  terms.  Tbe  Inw 
was  not  intended  to  abridge  tbe  liberty  of  tba 
press,  but  its  lieenlionsnesi.  The  second  secdos 
allowed  tbe  truth  to  be  given  in  evidence.  If  tba 
publication  was  licentious,  tbe  ebat»  could  not  ba 
supported,  and  tbe  offender  would  be  punished. 
If  it  contained  facts,  they  could  be  mointaiiied, 
and  an  Rcquitial  would  take  place.  He  was  o^ 
posed  to  the  resolution  on  another  ground — thia 
was  not  the  proper  tribunal  to  deiride  the  qoev 
tion  of  nncoostiiuiionality.  The  judiciary  was 
the  proper  tribunal.  If  Congress  should  indem- 
nify in  one  case,  tber  might  in  oilieM — and  where 
would  we  *icp?  All  would  be  caofnsion  aad  ob- 
certainty.  The  consequence  appeared  to  bim 
alarming.  We  have  no  proof  of  eorrnption  is 
the  judges — no  evidence  of  tbe  facts  stated  in  tbe 
petition.  All  were  unsupported  allegatious  upea 
which  we  were  called  to  act  in  this  case ;  though, 
in  support  of  claims,  it  was  asnal  to  require  tba 
oathsofportiesjas  well  as  other  testimony.  An^ 
iber  reason  why  be  was  oppooed  to  ibis  resolo- 
tioo.  was,  that  we  bad  many  claims  more  just  aad 
equiiable.  He  believed  Ibe  law  CoosiitutioDal, 
and  that  the  petitioner  suffered  juetly  according 
to  law.  Bui  there  were  many  sufferers  by  tbe  late 
war — many  bereaved  widows  and  helpless  or- 
phans, who  needed  and  deserved  our  assistance. 
These  claimed  the  preference,  and  ought  to  be 
first  relieved. 

Mr.  Cbittehohh  fell  himself  bound  to  reply  to 
some  olnervation*  which  bad  been  made.    Tbe 
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public  Toice  hid  delennioed  (be  aDcenititiuioD- 
alitf  of  Ibe  sediitoo  law:  it  l^ad  remoTed  one 
partjr  from  power,  aod  elevated  aooEher.  He  bad 
expected  Coiifneta  would  coDfirm  the  decision  of 
the  people.  He  iboald  be  eorry  if  he  were  disap- 
poiDied  ;  but  il  would  be  a  great  eonsolalioD  that 
the  opinioD  of  tbe  nation  waa  with  bim.  Tbe 
propoiitioQ  (hat  the  law  was  QDCODStituiional, 
appeared  to  him  ao  plain,  that  he  feared  id  attempt 
al  demoostratioD  would  bat  iuTolve  in  darknew 
K  qnestioD  as  clear  as  auDsbiue.  The  CoDstitu- 
tJOD  Bift  "CoDgren  shall  pass  no  law  abridging 
the  freedom  of  ibe  preu."  If  ibis  law  did  not 
alHridge  that  freedom,  whjr  was  It  paiaedl  No 
Uw  of  the  Qeaeral  GoTerDment  then  eziited  oa 
the  «ubjeci:  the  State  authorities  alone  took  cog- 
nizance of  libels.  Thai  the  Cohalitution  waa 
meant  as  a  mere  moral  restraint,  waa  a  norel  idea. 
The  conrentioi)  who  formed  il.  was  not  a  conven- 
tiele  of  Paritani,  but  an  assemolage  of  statetmeo. 
The  motmla  of  Ihe  nation  wero  left  lo  other  iri- 
bonaU:  poiiiieat  moiires alone  led  to  its  formation 
■ad  adoption,  and  to  me  proviiion  referred  to. 
Tbe  framen  of  It  well  knew  that  the  licentiouaness 
of  the  press  was  not  as  much  to  be  feared  as  ihe 
power  to  restrain  its  freedom.  Hiatorf  wai  full 
of  examples  on  Ibis  point.  Our  Oorernment  was 
diffeteoi  from  alt  others  in  its  priociptea,  objecis, 
aod  proriaions.  The  press,  so  far  from  being  dan- 
gerous to  it,  was  ill  greatest  cafc^ard.  No  ruler 
wu  abore  iu  animadveraioo,  nor  beyond  its  in- 
fluence. Tyracls,  all  over  the  world,  dreaded  it* 
eflectsin  imparting  light  nnd  energy  to  the  human 
mind.  But  what  had  our  GoTernment— a  Got- 
ernmcnt  of  the  people — to  fear  from  it  1  It  could 
not  injur?,  it  could  not  affect  it.  Biperience  had 
verified  ibu.  When  all  tbe  offices  in  the  country 
were  in  the  bauda  of  a  party,  wealthy,  influenija), 
and  powerful,  all  could  not  save  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  had  not  our  former  illustrious  Chief 
Magistrate,  who  wis  broaebt  into  power  by 
meansof  the  sedition  law,  andolhet  correspondent 
naasures,  been  assailed  with  the  most  infamous 
and  vindictive  abuse  and  slander?  Had  il  sullied 
his  public  or  private  character  1  Had  it  lessened 
'.be  affection  01  confidence  of  the  people?  No — 
the  press  could  only  have  influeace  when  it  con- 
formed to  public  sentiment ;  itslicentiousoeucan 
only  be  dangerous  lo  those  who  misrule.  It  was 
but  a  faithful  sentinel,  to  announce  the  approach 
ofpublicdanger,  and  excite  tbe  people  to  vigilance, 


The  farmer  possessed  the 
i^hl— 10  the  Utter,ihe power  was  nererdelegated. 
Th«  fair  conttruGtion  of  the  sedition  law  was,  that 
it  could  punish  anything  that  tended  in  brin^  ihe 
Toliars  into  contempt  or  disrepute.  Opinions, 
however  well-founded,  were  not  susceptible  of 
proof— ^et  they  were  subject  to  pumsbmeot. 
Truth,  if  it  could  not  be  proved,  was  is  punish- 
able as  falsehood.  The  genileman  frum  South 
Carolina  had  called  it  an  amelioration  of  the  com- 
mon law.  O  lender  mercies  of  the  sedilion  law  I 
Happy  amelioration  of  the  commoa  law  1  How 
blind  bad  the  people  been  to  the  benevolent  in- 


tentions of  the  law  t  How  unfrateful  for  the  pro- 
lection  it  afforded  ibem  I  Bui  ibe  gGnllemanliBd 
forgotten  that,  when  this  act  passed,  there  wai  no 
non  law  on  the  snbject  in  the  QenenI  Go*- 

lent,  and  that  this  act  introduced  tbe  first  ta- 

straint  on  the  press.  Ought  we  then  to  wttbhoLd 
the  money  paid  under  this  unconstitutional  liwl 
If  the  liwwasaviolationof  the  national  compact, 
which  guarantied  to  every  individual  freedom  to 
speak  and  to  publish  what  he  choae,  could  we  re- 
tain fines  incurred  under  this  law  1  la  a  moral 
point  of  view,  the  money  onght  to  b«>  refunded: 
and  he  knew  not  on  what  ground  tbe  claim  could 
be  resisted..  For  the  judiciary  he  fett  a  proper 
respect ;  but  he  would  not  bow  submissively  to 
everything  the  judiciary  should  say.  As  a  maa, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  bad  a  ri|;ht  to 
form  opinions  for  himself.  The  Coostiiation  he 
regarded  as  the  supreme  law,  and  entitled  to  out 
irst  attention  and  respect.  By  this  resolution  wa 
ibonld  east  no  stigma  on  any  judge  at  court :  it 
waa  not  revising  anv  judicial  decision ;  it  was  no 
indelicacy  to  the  judiciary.  Tbe  blame  attached 
Congress  more  than  to  tbe  judiciarjr.  We 
rselves  have  done  an  Injurious  act  {  it  is  for  ua 
repair  the  wrong.  There  was  no  more  indal- 
icacf  in  the  present  case,  than  there  would  be  ia 
moving  the  repeal  of  a  law.  Be  thought  gentle- 
men quite  too  sensitive  on  this  subject.  He  bad 
wish  to  cast  a  stigma  on  either  tbe  judiciary 
Congress — no  desire  to  impute  impure  moiirea 
CO  either;  but  purity  of  moiive  could  not  main 
tbe  law  Constitutional.  Victorious  parlies  might 
Be  their  adversaries  too  far,  as  well  in  the 
ite  as  in  the  field;  hence  arose  the  act  in 
qoeaiion.  The  siabiliiy  of  tbe  judiciary  was  not 
10  be  affected  by  this  resolution.  He  judged  the 
law  by  Ibe  Constitution.  He  did  not  tike  the 
judiciary  less  tban  others,  but  he  loved  the  Con- 
stitution more.  He  deemed  it  both  proper  and 
necessary  to  adopt  this  resolution.  He  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  gentlemen,  and  Republicans  too, 
say  the  law  was  not  deemed  unconstitutional. 
He  thought  this  point  had  long  been  put  bevond 
coniroveny,  and  his  object  was  to  evoke  and  call 
foitb  from  Congress  an  expression  of  opinion 
against  the  lav,  that  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  presi  might  be  established  by  authority  aa 
well  as  argumeni.  He  believed  that  nineiy-niaa 
out  of  an  bundled  deemed  the  law  uncoDstiia- 
tional.  No  man  would  now  dare  lo  attempt  Iu 
renewal ;  no  man  would  thus  expose  bis  head  and 
his  character  to  the  imprecations  and  reproachei 
he  would  draw  upon  himself.  But  shall  we  leave 
the  law,  and  decisions  under  it,  for  future  example 
and  precedent  1  He  was  for  banishing  them  from 
our  records ;  be  was  for  making  amends,  as  far  aa 
possible,  for  the  violation  of  our  Constitution. 
The  sum  in  controversy  was  small,  very  amall, 
indeed,  to  tbe  nation,  lltougb  something  to  a  poor 
individual;  but,  small  as  it  was,  it  had  created 
Steat  alarm  in  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  fropi 
Nsw  Hampshire,  lest,  if  it  was  refanded,  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  the  late  war  would  be  deprived 
of  ibe  aid  of  Goveromeni,  and  left  to  suffer  1  The 
gentleman  need  not,  be  thought,  be  alarmed.  The 
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flaca  VBd«r  the  se^lton  law  were  not  nameraita, 
■nd'tbeiraniooni  was  small.  Mr.  JHftnon  had 
nmiltcd  Callender^  fine,  and  thia  was  high  au- 
tbority  for  xn.  Congress  bad  acted  on-the  same 
priaeiple  ia  •  greai  variety  of  cases — on  the  ap- 
plieatioD  of  Qeaeral  Browa,  and  many  others. 
Wu  ibis  considered  a  stigma  on  the  jodiciary  ? 
Tet  the  principte  was  precisely  the  same.  The 
law  wag  oncoDstitatiooal,  and  we  onght  to  restore 
all  the  money  taken  under  ic.  We  have  the  power 
to  repair  as  well  as  to  rieltle.  No  branch  of  the 
Gorernmelit  is  ioftlliUe,  and,  when  we  do  wrong, 
we  -ought  to  repair  it;  and  we  ought  tp  erect 
some  barrier  against  fuinre  injnrioa*  and  uncon- 
stitutional acison  this  subject.  Mr.  C.  apologized 
fer  having  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
m>  long. 

Mr.  Otis  »id  be  should  not  enter  iutn  the  ar- 
gnmenl  of  the  question ;  but  would  merely  sos- 

Eit  a  bet  which  he  had  before  omitted.  He 
liered  the  people  of  the  Uaited  States  had  never 
demouEtrated  their  opinion  that  the  sedition  law 
WW  u neon sli tot ional.  After  the  Virginia  Le^s- 
laivte  bad  passed  thetr  resolutions,  denonncing 
this  Isw,  and  circulars  enclosing  iheir  proceedings 
were  sent  to  the  Legitlatutes  of  the  several  States, 
those  of  New  England  unanimously  declined  i 
precsiag  Iheir  disapprobation  of  the  law,  and 
nr  gave  their  sanctiM  to  it.  Virginia  apaia  took 
up  the  subject,  and  gave  a  comprehensive  view 
of  nil  the  arguments  against  the  law ;  and  thi: 
WW  earned  through  the  Legislature  but  by  aboui 
two  to  one.  He  thought  at  least  one-half  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates  might  be  considered 
as  having  expressed  their  opinion  that  the  law 
wt«  Conitimtional ;  yet,  he  would  —  ■  ■'^'" 
tlii:e  so  far  outrage  public  opinion  a) 
a  renewal  of  this  law.  He  hoped  it  might  be 
done  without ;  but  it  might  have  to  be  recurred 
to  in  times  of  imminent  public  danger.  A  criris 
might  arrive,  when  it  would  not  be  safe  to  let  the 
press  denounce  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
as  an  usnrper  and  highwaymau,  and  the  Cottgress 
ae  swindlers,  and  participators  in  bis  plunder; 
and  to  deeiaie  that  the  people  had  no  resource 
but  in  a  convention  of  ddegales. 

Mr.  Smith  asked  learve  to  explain.    His  IVieod 
from  Kentucky  had  misconceived  him.    He  bad 
r  been  an  admirer  of  the  sedition  law — he 


diaa;  he  did  not  know  that  this  was  a  fact.  But 
be  thoughl,  if  it  were  passed  now,  little  alarm 
would  he  excited,  and  litie  said  against  it.  He 
ftared  he  was  also  misunderstood  respecting  the 
judiciary;  be  did  not  deem  them  infallible,  but 
ibey  were  the  proper  expositors  of  the  law.  If 
they  did  wrong^  they  were  impeachable.  Congress 
were  unauthorized  to  give  laws  a  construction. 
As  a  soond  lawyer,  he  would  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Eenincky,  if  any  such  authority  ex- 
isted ;  he  could  point  to  none.  Popular  opinion 
was,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  right;  hut,  when  called 
on  to  give  a  vote,  he  must  consult  his  own  judg- 
ment. He  went  on  the  ground  that  Congress  had 
no  cognizance  of  the  case,  and  that  the  conse- 


quences of  interfering,  would  be  injurious  to  the 
countrr. 

Mr.  HoHBtL  inide  n  few  retbarks  in  explana- 
tion. He  was  not  in  favor  of  sedition  laws,  nor 
did  he  think  that  lew  was  expedient.  Bat  he  be- 
lieved it  was  Constitutional,  and  that  the  present 
resolution  was  inexpedient  and  unnecessary. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  CaiTTEsnEM'a 
proposition,  and  decided  in  the  n^aiive — yeas 
17,  nays,  20,  as  follows: 

TsAs — Hesin.  Bsibonr,  Cdttondan,  Edwardi^. 
Bppea,  ForiTili,  Laoock,  MaeoUr  Morrow,  Palmei, 
Baberts,  Rogglcs,  Sinfoid,  Stokes,  Talbot,  'nwmaa^ 
Williams  of  MtBiimppi,  and  Wilaon — 17. 

Nats — Measn.  Bumll,  Daggett,  Fromenlin,  Gait- 
lard,  Hanson,  Hunter,  JohiuoD,  King,  Leake,  Mellen, 
Monil,  Nobte,  Oti^  Smith,  Storer,  Taylor,  Tichenor, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Wiliiuaa  of  TemicweB. 

The  report  of  the  Commillee  was  then  con- 
curred in— ayes  20. 

TBTrB«>AY,  December  10. 

Mr.  OTia  presented  the  memorial  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  Frienda 
of  New  England,  representing  the  condition  of 
the  Indian  natives,  within  and  near  the  United 
States,  and  praying  the  fostering  aid  of  the  G<rr- 
ernmeot;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afikirs. 

Mr.  Otib  also  presented  the  petition  of  JosepU 
Marqnand,  collector  of  the  customs  for  Che  poit 
of  NeivbuTyport,  praying  additional  compensa- 
tion for  services  performed  ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate: 

Mr.  NoHLE  presented  the  memorial  of  Jona- 
than Parker,Bod  others,  inhabitants  of  the  Siatei 
of  Indiana  and  Ohio,  praying  an  extension  of  the 
act  of  March,  1817,  to  suspend  the  sale  or  for- 
feiture of  lands ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Commillee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  yesterday  for 
concurrence  wtn  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  llie 
moiion  of  the  9lh  instant,  retinesting  a  com'  of 
the  correspondence  relative  to  the  cession  of  the 
FlOridas  to  ibe  United  Slates;  and,  on  motion, 
Mr.  BAaaoDK,  the  further  consideration  there- 
was  postponed  until  ibis  day  four  weeks. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
surveyor  of  iheporiof  Patuxet,  In  Rhode  Island, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Barton,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commillee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aci  for  the  relief  of  WH- 
liam  King,"  was  read  the  :;econd  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  tbe 
heirs  of  Adolphus  Bur'hart,"  was  read  the  second 
lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  military  service  of  toe  United 
staiei,  for  the  year  1819,  and  to  make  good  a  de- 
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Uw  InduQir  wai  md  ibe  tecond  time,  sod 
Temd  to  the  CaBaaiiiee  od  Finaace. 

Tbe  SeD>te  resamed,  aa  in  Commiliee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  coQiideratloa  of  the  bill,  eoiiiled  "Ao 
Mt  coBcerfiiag  tbe  wesrero  district  coort  of  Penn- 
aylvaoia  >"  ood,  no  ameodmeDt  batiag  beeo  made 
tbeieto,  the  Fsesidbht  reported  it  to  tbe  House, 
aDd  it  was  paMed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then 
Mad  a  ttiixd  lime  by  anaaimous  coateot,  and 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committae  of  the 
Wtaote,ihe  consideralioD  of  the  bill  more  effectu- 
al! jr  to  proridefor  tbe  paniabraent  of  certain  crimes 
r'nat  the  United  Slates;  and  oo  uoijon,  by 
Dacwett,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  the  JiidiciBry  to  conaider  and  report  tbereen. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coounittea  of  tha 
Wbole,  the  coasidentiaci  of  tbe  bill,  to  authorize 
the  lettlement  of  the  aceo¥Dt  of  James  Wilde, 
together  with  tbe  amebdment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  of  Claims;  aod  the  amendment 
having  been  agreed  to,  tbe  bill  was  reported  to  tbe 
House,  amended  accordtoglr;  and,  tbe  amend- 
ment  being  coocorred  in,  lae  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engros^  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  emitted  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Major  Geoeral  John  Starkj" 
Ud  tbe  fscthar  eonaiderMion  thereof  waa  post- 
poaed  BDtil  Wedneadaf  *>il. 

The  PBB9IDBIIT  eam»mlaat«il  a  repofi  of  tbe 
Seoreiary  of  tlia  Tftasury,  lo  whom  was  rtferred 
the  memorial  of  the  governors  of  tbe  New  TotIc 
hospital,  relaiive  to  distressed  American  seamen 
rellered  hj  that  ionitirtion  ;  and  tbe  report  was 
read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Maoufactures. 

FsiDAT,  December  11. 

CnAHLia  Tait,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  at* 
tea  dad  this  dar- 

Mr.  Mbllbh  submitted  the  foUowuig  molion 
&K  consideration : 

Ravhed,  Ttiat  the  CDmmiUae  on  the  Port  Offioo 
s«d  Post  Boadi  be  iiutraelad  to  luqoire  into  tbo  ez- 
podieiviy  of  inoreaiiiiB  the  oompanaatien  now  by  law 
•Uowed  to  the  poatmaiter  at  Kanaabiink,  in  tbe  I>is- 
tfietof  Maine. 

Mr.  WiLaoM  preaenied  the  petition  of  William 
Robertson,  of  tbe  ciiy  of  Treaton,  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  prayiog  for  an  addition  to  his 
pension  ;  and  ibe  petition  was  rend,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  tha  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Clarke,  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  tbe  United  States, 
made  a  report,  accompaoied  by  a  resolution  that 
the  prayer  of  tbe  pelitiooer  is  uorBasooable.  and 
ought  not  to  be  graoted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Jobnbok,  the  report  of  ibe 

Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  of  the  eighth  instaoi, 

made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  ortbe  Senate, 

of  the  18th  of  April  last,  of  b  plan  for  the  ad- 
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jDBtnuat  of  the  claims  to  land  in  the  districts 
east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  West  Floridi) 
together  with  a  draught  of  the  bill  for  that  pur' 
pose,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Re presenta lives  of 
tbe  Alabama  Territory,  praying  admission  into 
tbe  Union  as  a  Stale;  and  tbe  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a     '    ' 


sist  of  Ave  members,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on, by  bill  or  otherwise;  aiid  Messrs.  Tait,  Mob- 
how,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Bdwabob,  and 
WiLi,iAHS,  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  iha 


Mr.  HoDTER  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Arnold  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  payment  of  the 
commutaiioQ  provided  by  law  for  tbe  officers  serv- 
ing in  the  Revolutjonaiy  war,  and  erroneously 
surrendered  by  tbe  petitioner,  from  a  mistake  of 
the  law;  and  tbe  petition  was  read  and  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  [be  hill;  entitled 
"An  act  graoTing  to  Mebitabel  Cole  the  land* 
thereia  meuiiooed,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  MoBBOw,  from  ihe  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  refeTred  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Barton,"  reported  the  same 
witboulamendment. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  tbe  Committee  on  FioaDce, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriatioa  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  1819, 
BDd  to  make  |*ood  a  deficit  in  the  appropriation 
for  holding  treaties  with  the  Indians,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
coasidereil  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
no  amendmeDi  ha*iDg  been  made,  it  was  passed 
to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed.  - 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  motion  of  the  4th 
instant,  for  refeiring  to  a  select  committee  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  toe  United  Stales, 
and  doeumenis  relative  to  the  Seminole  war; 
and,  on  rrtotion  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  considera- 
tioD  thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday 
nesL  ' 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act conoerning  invalids," 
was  read  Ihe  secoad  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Commriiee  on  PsDsioDs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  Wit- 
liam  B.  Lawis,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "  An  act  fw  the  relief  of 
Frederick  Brown,"  was  read  the  second  timc^  and 
referred  to  ibe  Commiiiee  of  Claims. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  to  increase 
the  compensailon  of  the  surveyor  of  tbe  port  of 
Patuxei,  in  Rhode  Island;  and  no  amendmenl 
having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  ihe  House ; 
and  tbe  blank  having  been  filled  with  "  iwo  bun* 
dred,"  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
lead  a  third  time. 
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The  bill  to  authorize  the  Httlement  of  lh«  ae- 
coani  of  James  Wilije  was  read  a  ihUd  time,aad 
passed. 

Mr.  RuaoLBB  preicnted  the  petilioD  of  Sbubael 
ConaDt,  praf  ing  (he  leiiiissiOD  of  ceriaio  dBiiea 
upon  gooda,  iraniported  from  New  Yotk  to  De- 
troit, By  the  war  of  Caoada;  and  ihe  peiilion 
was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  ou 
Fioance. 

Tlie  Senate  adjourned  to  Moudaf. 

MoNiuT,  December  14. 
Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  M.  B. 
Fori^th,  and  oihen,  impecton  for  the  port  and 
distnct  of  SavBODah,  in  the  State  of  Qeor^a, 
praying  some  further  profUioD  to  be  made  for 
them ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  aod  Manufac- 


Sttobid,  Tbsl  the  Committa*  on  the  JndieiarT  in- 
fdira  what  pro*iiion*  las;  be  neessiaij'  to  pre  aSM 
to  the  lawa  of  the  United  States  in  the  Suie  of 
DCaoU. 

Mr.  Lbake  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mia- 
siwippi  eooveniion,  praying  an  extension  of  the 
limits  of  that  State;  and  aleo  the  memorial  of 
Ihe  LegisUtireCoaocilaDd  House  of  Represeni- 
atires  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  against  the  uid 
ezteosion;  and  the  memorials  were  respeetivelr 
read,  and  severally  referred  to  Ihe  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
IJTe  Council  and  House  of  Represeo tali  res  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  aa  a  State,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Baton  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Petkina,  of  Nashfilte,  in  the  State  of  Tennciaee, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  ip  his  title  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land  in  the  Alabama  Territory  ;  and  the 
petition  wis  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  others,  proprietors  of  land  in  the 
northern  district  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  pray- 
ing Ihe  adoption  of  measures,  by  Congress,  for 
the  improrement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river  at  the  Muscle  Shoalsj  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  Ihe  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis' 
laiire  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  certain  ameitd- 
menu  to  their  jodicialsystem;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  teferird  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed  Ihe  motion  for  referring 
the  Message  of  the  Presided  t  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war,  to 
a  select  committee ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  La- 
coci£,the  conaideralioo  thereof  was  further  poit- 
pooed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  llih  instant,  "  That  the  Committee 


the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
compensation  now  by  law  allowed  lo  the  post- 
master at  Kennebuok,  in  the  District  of  Matne;" 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clarke,  a  parser 
in  Ihe  NaVy  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  report 
was  reeommiited  to  the  Committee  of  Claime 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
The  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  per> 
ins  of  color,  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor,  was 
read  the  second  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  is  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Ifae  considemlioa  of  the  l»ll  further  to 
sasneno,  for  a  limited  t^ime,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  UiuIb  for  failure  in  completing  the  parment 
ihweon,  and  the  further  consideration  tnereef 
was  postpotfed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Baton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
conaideratioD : 

Raohtd,  That  B  committee  bs  appointed  lo  inquire 
if  any,  and  what,  amendments  are  nsceoary,  lo  the 
prasanl  existing  laws,  the  more  e&etually  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  alave*  into  the  Dniled  States. 

Mr.  Eitio  suhmiUcd  the  following  mutton  for 
consideration: 

RtKJted,  That  (he  Contaittaa  of  Finance  be,  aad 
are  hereby,  instinctad  to  inqaire'into  the  expedient 
of  each  alteration  in  the  lam  eonoeminf  the  coasting 
trade  as  shall  authorize  ahipe  and  vessels  of  tnenl^ 
tons  and  apwarda,  liEenwd  to  trade  between  llie  dif- 
ferenl  diitncti  of  the  Unilad  States,  to  carry  on  such 
trade  between  the  said  district*  in  the  manner,  and 
subject  only  to  the  regolatioas,  required  to  be  obserred 
in  carrying  on  trade  from  district  to  district,  in  the 
■ame  Slate,  or  frem  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district 
in  the  next  adjoining  State. 

The  Senate  reaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Barton;"  and  no 
amendment  having  l>een  made,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House ;  and  it  passed  lo  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltca  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  to  Mehitabel  Cole  the  lands  therein 
meoiionedi  aod  noamendment  baring  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and  it  was  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Matthew 
Barrow  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  10  increase  the  compensaiion  of  the 
EUrveyor  of  Ihe  port  of  Patuxet,  to  Rhode  Island, 
was  read  a  (hird  time,  and  passed, 

Mr.  Eti«a  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Ludlow  Og^en,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  be- 
half of  himself  and  oihers,  prayiog  compensaiion 
aod  indemnity  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  cet- 
iBin  real  estate  near  Sackeii's  Harbor,  by  the 
Iroops  of  the  United  Stales,  duiing  the  late  war 
with  Qreat  Britain;  and  tlie  petition  was  read, 
aod  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
On  motion  Ihe  Senate  adjourned. 
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Tdesdat,  Decsmtier  li. 

A  mwMge  ffon  ibe  Honw  of  RepreMStaliTei 
inronned  the  Seoaie  that  (he  Houte  have  ap- 
pointed a  cooimitiee  od  iheir  part,  conformablf 
whb  tbe  proTJaioDs  of  the  retolaiioa,  for  the  ap- 
potDtmeDt  of  a  joioi  commiliee  lo  iaquire  and 
raport  vpoa  ibe  sabject  of  the  pablic  priDiinf. 

Tbey  have  pa»ed  «  bill  ealiileil  "Ad  act  oon- 
eeTDiag  widows  of  iha  militia)"  and  also  a  bill 
«iilttled  "An  act  authariiiag  the  diitribatioD  of 
a  ■■m  of  iDoney  imoDg  tbe  leprMeDlalirea  of 
Commodore  Bdward  Preble,  and  the  offieenand 
flTcw  of  the  brig  Syren;"  in  which  billa  they  re- 
qoeet  the  eoDcnrrence  of  ibe  Saoate. 

Tbe  two  billa  Uft  meotioaed  were  read,  and 
paietd  to  the  Hoond  readiag.  , 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  rtom  the  CoiDinillce  of  Claini^ 
ta  whotQ  wa*  rccommiiied  the  report  of  nid 
aommittee,  on  the  peiiiioD  of  Jame*  H.  CiBrke,'m 
pRreer  io  the  Nary  of  the  United  State*,  repbrud 
the  tine  without  amendmeBt. 

Hr.  Kma  preeentad  the  memorial  «f  Aqmlla 
Gilei,  who  »■»  a  major  in  the  ReTolQliouary 
«rmy,  itaiiof  thai  In  December,  1783,  ha  receired 
a  wanaot  tr«m  the  War  Office,  diawa  on  the 
Paymaiter  General  of  the  Army,  for  five  hmdfed 
doNare,  b^of  the  amount  of  pay  doe  bim  for  that 

CiT,  whieh  was  not  paid,  the  paymaster  not 
»fng  ftaods,  and  prayiDg  the  pauage  of  an  act. 
aolhorising  the  officers  of  the  Ttea«ury  to  pay 
the  same,  together  with  iDlrreii  ihereoo ;  and  the 
memorial  was  reed,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

The  Senale  rrtomed  the  eaosideraiion  of  the 
motion  of  the  14ih  instant,  "Thai  a  committee 
be  appointed  lo  inqaire  if  any,  and  what,  amend- 
meois  are  necessary,  to  tbe  present  existing  laws, 
tbe  more  effectually  to  prereni  the  importaiion 
of  slares  into  tbe  United  Sutes ;"  and  agreed 
thereto;  aod  Heasrs.  Batom,  Bdrull,  Shith, 
MiooN,  and  Hohbbi,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Tbe  Senale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ibe 
Whole,  the  coosideritioQ  of  the  bill  respecting 
tbe  transporiatioo  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,. or 
10  be  held  lo  labQr;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bdr- 
aiLL,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  last  ap- 
pointed, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  of  the  l*ih  Instant,  "  That  the  Committee 
on  the  Jndlciary  inquire  what  ptoTislons  may  be 
neeessary  to  giTc  effect  to  tbe  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  in  the  State  of  Illinois  f  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  of  the  14ib  instant,  fbr  instructing  tbe 
Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laws  concerning  the  coast' 
ing  trade,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Dicierboh,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wa?  referred  the  resotulion  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Consiimrion  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  represeststiTes  in  the  Congress  of  the 


United  States,  reported  ilie  same  with  amend- 
[s;  which  were  read. 

__r.  FRQMEMTtK  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration: 

Sttohtd,  Thsl  tbe  Committes  on  Military  Afitir* 
be  inatnicled  to  inquire  into  the  expsdieney  of  eltend- 
JDs  ths  right  to  a  bounty  in  lands  to  the  sridien  who 
Were  enlirted  to  serve  in  the  company  of  bombardiers, 
sapper*  and  miners,  and  in  the  corps  of  ordnauM. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Barton"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "^An  act  granting  to  Mehitt- 
bel  Cole  the  lands  therein  menlioDed"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  teceiTed  from  the 
PnEBiDBitT  OP  TBB  UttiTED  Stateb: 
nthtatnatiofthtXMitdStaiui 

I  truumit  bf  the  Seasl*  copies  of  the  remainder  of 
the  docmnenti  raforred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  17lh 
of  last  month. 

JAMEB  MOHHOB. 

Dscsana  1»,  1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanyiog  docamenU 

The  PsBsiDfinT  commnnieated  a  report  of  the 
Secremry  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  peutioD  of  Joseph  Marquaod,  ooUeotor  of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  Newborypori ;  and  the 
ri  was  read. 

„,i.  ElDWABDa  presented  the  petitun  of  Jobii 
Rise  Jonea,  of  the  Territory  of  Miseouii,  prayiiqr 
comp«)sation  for  servioea  rendered, as  interpreter 
and  translator  to  the  Board  of  Cammissionere, 
appbioted  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  SOtb  Feb- 
ruary, 1812,  for  the  rerision  of  former  co»Krma- 
tions,  and  for  conGrmiBg  certain  claims  to  land 
in  Ibe  district  of  Caskaskia ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  RoaaLEB  presented  the  petiiion  of  Alex- 
ander Macomb,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  his 
title  to  certain  island*  situate  at  the  month  of  the 
n»er  Detioit;  and  the  peiltiou  waa  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Laads. 

Weohebdat,  December  16. 

Mr.  Sahfobd  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration :  , 

Raohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Conunsrce  and 
Manufactures  consider  and  report  what  proTiaiooi 


atatas. 

Mr.  Lagook  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retotvtd,  That  the  PreaiJent  of  the  United  8talee 
be  requealed  to  Uj  befare  the  Senate  copies  of  tbe  cor- 
reapoDdence  between  the  CtoTerBment  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Gavemtnent  of  Spain,  relatii*  lo  the 
Seminole  war,  and  the  execntion  of  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister;  and  also  copies  of  Iho  correspondence  be- 
tween Ihe  GoTemment  of  the  United  Slslea  and  Gen- 
erSl  Andrew  Jackson,  on  the  subject  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Chebsw  villege,  snd  the  condocl  Of  Csptaia 
Wright  on  that  occaaion )  together  with  copies  of  the 
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Qateral  John  Stark. 


I  was  po4t- 


eqnwvondMM  •£  lUa  QatmBMtmt  with  Gonnutr 
BibtiD,  of  O«oigia,  on  that  labjaBV  ^  ■odi  part  tlier»> 
of  •%  ia  du  «iMuoii  of  tbs  Piwudent,  dm;  bo  comnn- 
nJMtAd  witb  tttUj  lo  the  Go* •nimant. 

Mr.  Kmo  preMBled  tbe  nemoriBl  or  the  Reli> 
gioui  3«ci«ty  «f  Frie»da,  in  the  Slate  of  New 
Yaik.aodpati«adjaeeDt,rupectiiie  the  lodiaiu; 
aad  tM  ■Hmoria)  w«s  read,  aad  rcferrad. 

Tbe  Sesate  rosuned  Ihs  BolioB  of  the  4(li  in- 
atun,  for  referiiog  to  a  >elect  eammittee  the  Mes- 
aage  of  the  Preiidenc,  aod  docamenti  relatire  to 
the  Semioole  war  J  and,  on  motion  by  Mi  ' 
oooK.  the  farther  cooGideratioD  ihereoi  wai 
ponetl  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  mtimed  the  coosidentian  of  ibe 
molioa  of  the  IStb  iaatant,  for  inalriietiaf  the 
Cotnmiiiee  on  MilitAry  Aftiie  to  ioquiie  into  tht 
expediency  of  extending  (he  right  to  a  Iwonly  in 
kods  to  aetlain  Hddien  ihenin  saeniioued,  tad 
agreed  I  hereto. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  auihorizing  the  dis- 
iribulion  of  a  sum  of  tnoDey  ameitg  Uw  repfc- 
HMatives  of  Commodore  Edward  Preble,  aid 
the  officers  and  crewof  ihe  brig  SyreoJ' was  read 
the  Becood  time,  and  referred  lo  the  .Committee 
on  Naval  Affaire!. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  eoneeraing  widows 
of  the  militia,"  wu  read  the  leeond  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commidee  on  Feasioaa. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ooasiikraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Conunitiee  of  Ctaimi,  (e  whotn  waa 
renned  tbe  pedlion  of  Jamea  H.  Clarke,  a  paraei 
ia  th«  Navy  of  Ibe  United  States ;  and  the  further 
cOBSideruioB  thereof  was  poHpooed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ai  ia  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  Ibe  coniidemtiaD  of  tbe  bill  to  provide 
foiihe  more  000  eeaieutorgaoizatioi)  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  appoinimeot  of  cir- 
eait  judges,  logeihcr  with  the  molioa  to  lecem- 
mit  the  bill  witli  iostruetioos ;  and,  oa  moUoo  by 
Mr.  Fromimtui,  the  further  oontideniion  thereof 
waa  poiiponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Eppaa,  fiom  the  Cotnmiiiee  oa  Finanoe.  to 
whom  ihe  subject  wu  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Louis  and  Antoine  Dequindre; 
and  Ibe  bill  was  read,  and  parsed  lo  Ihe  second 
reading. 

Mr.  B.,  from  ihe  same  committee,  eommqoi- 
cated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
iriib  a  statement,  giriag  a  compBrailve  view  of 
the  duties  which  have  accrued  upon  imports  aad 
toniiage  during  Ibe  two  first  quarters  of  (he  years 
1817  «Qd  1818;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  (he 
Whole,  the  cansideraiiou  of  the  resohiiion  pro- 
pasing  an  aaseadmcnt  to  tbe  CoBS(iiu(ion  of  (he 
Uniied  Slatea,  as  it  resi>ecis  the  ehoioe  of  Etee- 
ton  of  President  aad  Vice  Pfesid«it  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  election  of  re presenta lives  in 
Congress  of  (he  United  Stales,  together  with  the 
BmeDdmea(  repor(Gd  thereto  by  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  tbe  siDeadmeDt  having  been  agreed  to, 
OB  moiioQ  by  Mr.  Moaaii.,  the  further  coosider- 
atioD  thereof  was  posipooed  to,  aad  made  the 
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amendment  having  been  heretofore  agreed  te,  m 
molioa  of  Mr.  TwaaHoe,  to  ebaage  the  eoift- 
meocement  of  the  p^iioa  from  the  4th  of  July, 
1817,  to  the  leth  of  August,  (Ibe  aanivcraary  ai 
the  battle  of  Benningioo,  in  which  Qeaerat  Btaik 
ID  greatly  n^ealiaed  himself,)  and  the  quAMion 
waa  OB  otdering  it  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB  commenced  a  brief  debate  an 
the  bill,  by  objeciiag  to  iia  passage,  (hough  under 
the  higiieat  soose  of  General  Stau's  naerita,  on 
the  general  ground  of  bnng  adverse  to  a  syautn 
of,  paosioos,  when  not  juatiAed  hy  diaability'iB' 
cuned  in  the  public  terviee;  that,  if  a  paiwoo 
wer«  granted  in  Ibis  case,  the  aame  argumaKl 
would  jiutify  pausiona  ill  nameroaa  other  aaieei 
and  because,  in  this  instance,  the  relial  waa  not 
solicited  by  Oeneral  Stark  faimaejf,  but  hf  others 

Mr.  FaoMBiiTiii  r^ied  to  Mr.  RoBaara,  aad 
advoaaied  the  bill  with  mooh  eamestneaa,  re- 
markiag,  in  sabelanoe,  that  he  would  aet  oa  ihia 
siagle  aaset  without  extesdiag  hie  views  to  oihei 
possible  -ease*  to  which  hu  atteatioa  was  not 
called;  thai  the  very  sileaee  of  QaBetal  Stark 
waa  Ibe  most  eloqueDi  appeal  he  could  jwaaiblr 
make  for  support,  becanae  age  and  infirmity  had 
reBdered  him  incapable  of  mahiag  bis  own  peti- 
Ilod;  thai,  on  the  score  of  expense,  there  waa  lit- 
tle to  a  p  prebend  on  ihat account;  for,  so  far  from 
the  probability  ihat  Qeoeral  Stark  would  be  a 
burden  to  the  Treasury,  there  was  danger  that, 
ere  the  present  bill  could  receive  (he  apptebatioD 


the  tomb,  as  was  almost  tbe  fact  in  tbe  case  of 
Qeoeral  St.  Clair,  who  did  not  enjoy  bis  pcnsimi 
more  than  three  moDibs,  when  he  became  a  taQ- 
ant  of  (he  grave- 
Mr.  Kino  rose  nerely  to  remark  that,  if  tlw 
Senate  were  composed  altogether  of  men  of  hia 
age,  be  believed  there  would  not  be  a  disseniing 
voice  heard  against  the  billj  becanse  they  woold 
all  have  iheo,  as  he  had,  persooal  recollection  of 
the  siagularaBdextreordinarf  Revolutionary  ser- 
vices of  Oeneral  Sntk.  Mr.  K.  TUeniioaed,  aa 
particular  exaiDples,  tbe  unrivalled  coadnci  and 
services  of  Oeneral  Slack  ai  the  batile  of  Bunker 
Hill ;  bis  subsequeDi  success  ia  arresting  ihe  iri- 
umpbaut  progress  of  Burgoyoe;  the  feelings  of 
joy  and  encouragement  in  the  cause,  whioh  were 
diffused  throughout  all  ibe  northern  section  of 
ibe  Suies,  by  the  achievements  and  suceesa  o^ 
Stark,  and  which,  if  every  member  were  old 
enough  lo  remember,  as  he  did,  there  would.  fa« 
repealed,  be  not  a  aolitary  objection  to  (his  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  followed  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
He  arguad,  in  reply  to  its  advocaiee,  that,  if  Qeik- 
eral  Sinrk  was  so  near  his  end  as  was  represented, 
there  was  tbe  leaa  necessity  for  ibis  bil),  beeaus* 
he  could  not  live  to  eajoy  it,  and  the  doouiae  waa 
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iMg )!««•  M^odci)  ibatkBHbadOH&CBoner 
tftUii  bis  4eo««ae~]>am^>iftme7  wm  bo  hngn 
^etned  »ec«sMrr.  0*11  was  fbr  relief,  it  «u  nn- 
ntcetsBry;  bat,  if  ii  ms  ioteiMled  ma  a  oompli- 
ment,  thst  tnts  anotber  traeftron.  lo  either  vfew 
he  wat  opposed  to  it.  Mr.  S.  itnhi  the  povnr 
of  siTiog  pensioD*  for  the  parpose  of  dietinctioD, 
■ndheHM  therefote  Mrer  giras  hh  Hseni  to 
any  mduoii  not  previonalr  provMed  for  bjr  law. 
Ho  did  W  ao  mcatka  dmy  the  gfoat  merica  of 
Ctanttrat  Surfci  bat  iMt  baiay  •mUkt  mm  in 
(be  ittpropcr  lyttMi  ef  peaaiMM,  bow  bae«niac 
aoBtmoB,  he  wae  oppoaed  to  ii,  asd  hoped  it  wovm 
not  peas. 

Mr.  tloani.  tuAe  a  feir  rana^  ia  npty  to 
anne  of  the  obaerratMaa  Bade  by  geetleBaB  on 
Ibia  enbjeet,  when  before  under  eoaaideratloD, 
aad  added  a  few  werdi  on  the  meommoa  nwdta 
of  QeMTal  Slurfc— fariety  noiieinr  hk  gallmi 
eondaet  at  Bunker  Hill,  at  BeaniDgton,  at  Tren- 
Mm,  at  PriMelOD,  4be»  addaciv  the  Tolnatary 
leitera  of  eonpllment  fron  Mr.  Jebnoa  and  Mr. 
MadisoB,  reepeciirely,  on  iheii  aDceeedinc  to  the 
Ptesidency,  and  oosmuAnI  bjr  aayiag.  thai  if  merit 
waa  to  be  eatiauiied  by  aemcee  reii«rad  to  one*« 
cnoMry,  there  was  none  *o  deaerving  ae  the  ret- 
etaa  here  Ihs  Saoate  waa  Bowealled  on  to  petiere 
from  penary. 

The  qneMlon  waa  thea  tafcea  on  orderiM  the 
hill  to  ■  ihird  teadiaf,  and  deeidad  in^  the  aSrmn- 
lire,  aa  Mlowi: 

Tb**— MMn.  BottUI,  Critttadm,  IHckermi,  Ba- 


tvw,  Olie,  PdBMT,  Eonlea,  Burfbed,  I     

T«tti*t,1VrlM,ThoiDaB,  nikaBai^  WiUiaaior  Hla- 
i,  mUiaaa 


"ss-j: 


u  BpfSi, Laeoe^ Maeen.NoUa,  Beb- 


TB0B8DAT,  December  17. 
eoled  the  memc 
Yearly  Ueetiog  of  Friends, 


Mr.  Uo B BOW  prese Died  the  memorial  of  the 
represeolatiTes  ofthe  Yearly  Ueetiog  of  Friends, 
held  ia  Baltimore,  for  the  Westeto  Shore  of  Ma- 


ryland, aad  the  adjacent  parts  of  Pennsyli 
and  Virginia,  letpecting  the  Indian  tribea  border- 
ing on  toe  wettein  an  a  Dorih  western  frontiers  ol 
the  Uoiied  Stnieaj  and  ibe  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred. 

Ur.  Rppaa,  froea  the  ComHiitee  of  Piaaaee, 
to  wboflt  wa(  referred  lb«  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Qoddard,  and  othete,  fennerly  ownen  of  the  ship 
AriadnB,  nod  Iter  cargo,  made  a  report,  aeeompa' 
nifld  by  a  lesolotioD,  that  the  ptnyer  of  the  pe- 
tition ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  wfon  and 
KMlalioD  were  read. 

Mr.  Bduili^  fnw  tbe  Caaanittee  oa  the  Jo- 
dioiary,  to  whom  was  reCsrred  the  netnodal  «f 
the  Legishujre  Cooaeil  of  AlabBina,  praying  for 
owlua  amendnaenis  in  tho  jsdiciai  systamcmede 
a  report,  that,  as  (here  waa  leMon  to  bdiave  (hat 
the  TeuUory  of  Alabama  would,  within  a  abort 

ririod,  be  teaeived  into  the  Uaioa  aa  one  of  (he 
taiea,  it  waa  DBMoeaeary  tat  Congicu,  at  (he 
Itrteent  aenioa,  to  a»lK  any  ebaaen  in  tbe  or- 


gBBiaatioB  or  lacaiioB  of  their  coaitai  whieh  ra- 
pof  t  was  teed, 

Mr.  B.,  from  iha  same  oomniitlee,  repotted  a 
bill,  prescribing  the  mode  of  commeneiDg,  piata- 
euting,  and  deciding  controrersie*,  betMeen  two 

more  State*  i  and  the  bill  was  read,aBd  paesed 

I  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.,  from  tbe  same  oonMiittee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  dae  ezecntion  of  the  laws  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted Stales  within  tbe  Stale  of  llliDeis;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eatom  presented  Ihe  memorial  of  tbe  re- 
oeiTer  and  regislei  of  tbe  land  office  at  UuQt»- 
ville,  in  Alabama  Territory,  praying  a  revisisD 
of  Ihe  act  of  the  30th  of  Ajml,  1B18,  entitled  "Ab 
aet  Ah  ohaagiBg  the  eompeiwatioa  ef  the  rffceir- 
eis  and  regiaMre  of  th*  land  odieae,"  and  that  it 


lir  Mrriaet ;  add  tbe  memB- 
r«ad,  asd  TfefeRcd  to  the  CMBBRtiM  aa 
PaUie  Land*. 

Tbe  Senate  resamed  the  coneidentfaa  of  (he 
motion  of  the  16(b  inatant,  "  that  tbe  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Mannfactures  consider  and 
report  what  prorisiniu  may  be  proper  for  obtain- 
ing more  acctirate  slatemeoU  of  the  annual  ex- 
ports and  importa  of  the  Um'led  States;"  and 
agraed  thereto. 

The  Senate  reiniBed,  as  ia  (iJommlltea  of  (he 
Whole,  the  eonsideratioB  of  the  UU,  rartbe*  *o 
awpcad,  for  a  Itmitod  time,  the  nte  or  fm^tan 
of  lande  for  iUlore  ia  eoapletipg  the  paymeBt 
theteoB)  and  the  fiirttor  eonsidJenHJM  (heieDf 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  8ena(e  rtsamad  the  ceaeidetBiioii  of  the 
motkn  ofthe  16tfa  iaitani,  for  reqaeeiiag  ef  the 
President  of  the  Oniied  Statea  oopiei  of  car- 
tain  doeomanis  rdatire  to  the  Setf  inole  war )  and 
the  aame  baring  been  modifletl,  was  agreed  to  as 
follow! : 

Sttolttd,  That  the  PreaideBt  of  the  United 
State*  be  re^neawd  to  lay  before  Ihe  Senate,  eop- 
tes  of  tbe  eorTespoDdcnee  between  this  and  Im 
QorerBnuBt  vf  SmIb,  aad  of  her  oSeett  with 
tbeoffioersof  (bisuoTerBioeBt,  InrelatioBlO  the 
Seminole  war,  and  the  ezecntiOB  ef  Arhothnot, 
aad  Anrtrister,  with  the  orders  which  author- 
ised Major  OaiierBt  Jackson  to  ndnaoa  into 
Florida  )  also,  oopiea  of  (be  oonasMndaMe  be- 
twaea  (hk  Chiratnmeni  and  Mqor  aaneral  Jack- 
sa%  OB  the  snhjeet  of  the  desiractiaa  of  the  Che- 
haw  Tillage,  and  tbe  ooadoct  of  Captain  Wright, 
on  that  oeeadoo,  With  Oovetoer  Habon**  aor- 
respondenee,  or  sDah  parta  thereof,  as  may  be 
comnonicated  with  a  view  to  puMio  safety. 

The  bill  for  tb»  relief  of  Louis  and  Anuine 
Dequindre,  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  meaaMTa  from  the  Home  of  Repraeentadraa 
inforaed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  eatitled  "An  aet  to  extend,  for  a  further 
tern  of  ire  yearai  the  pensione  heretofore  granted 
tathe  widow*  and  orphan*  of  the  oSeera  aad 
aoldiers,  who  died,  or  were  killed,  ia  the  late  war^ 
a  bill,  eatitled  "An  aet  to  ioeorporate  a  eotapany 
to  build  a  bridge  over  the  BMtern  Branob  of  the 
Potomac,  betwmn  Blenntk  aad  TwelAh  eireets 
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east,  in  theCItjr  of  WashiDgtoa;"  a  bit  I,  en  tilled 
"Ad  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farith ;"  aod 
a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
H.  Harper ;"  la  irtiieh  billa  they  reqaeit  tbe  con- 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  font  bills  last  iDeotioned  were  read,  and 
MTerali;  pasted  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr,  WiLoon,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the 
sobjeet  of  the  public  printing,  made  a  repoH,  ac- 
eompanied  by  the  foliowiog  resolution: 

Suobed,  Thit,  when  tnj  printing-  i*  done  by  w- 
tDs  of  a  joint  rale  or  rMolnlionof  tbe  two  Hodsm,  tbe 
Becrttuy  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Hoom  of 
BepreMntatiTet,  and  when  ordered  by  eitiur  Honte, 
the  8eetet»i7  and  Clerk,  leipecttTely,  be  aathoriied  and 
leqnired  to  emplojiDeb  printer  or  piiDlafe  aa  will  ~ 
Mpediie  Ha  eiecutioD,  and  altow  bnn  or  Ibem  the  i 
■tAatvm  allowed  to  the  printer  employed  bj  the  nid 
Senetaiy  and  Clerk,  giTlDg  tbe  latter  tbe  jwefereiice, 
wb*D  it  ifaaU  be  practicable  tar  hitn  to  eiecnte  and 
delitet  it  u  toaa  ai  it  can  be  done  by  any  otbn  pliat- 
m  or  printen. 

The  reportandfesolutiODWere  read,  and  agreed 


FaiDAT,  December  18. 

The  PsHtDENT  comrouoicaled  the  petkion  of 

the  "BaJDt  Aodrew'*  Society  of  the  cilr  of 

CbarleatoD,"  in   tbe   State  of   South  CaroliDa, 

5 raying  the  remissioD  of  datie^oa  a  Ml  of  chan- 
ehen  imported  for  the  nae  of  said  aociety  i  and 
tbe  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fi Dance. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  (o  whom  tbe 
BDbject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
■titution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mi»ionof  laBb  State  into  tbe  Union,  on  aneqaal 
fooling  with  tbe  original  Stales;  and  tke  bill 
va*  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLBOR,  of  New  Jeney.  rose  to  offer  a 
reaolntion.  He  obaetTed  that  the  reaolation  be 
was  about  to  aubmil  required  a  few  words  of  ex- 
planation. Tbe  traffic  in  slavea  and  aerranti  of 
color  bad  been  carried  on  to  eoesiderable  extent 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  and,  Bsder  color 
of  thia  traffic,  it  wai  believed  many  free  petaon*, 
Of  who  were  looo  to  become  free,  had  been  con- 

S'[Ded  to  slavery  hr  life.    Tbe  Legidatvrc  of 
aw  Jersey,  at  iu  lale  aetsion,  had 


toady 
pasted  a  law  to  prerenl  this  traffic;  but  it  was 
feared  thia  law  could  not  be  carried  into  complete 
effect,  witboQt  the  co-operation  of  the  rsvenne 
officers  of  the  United  Stale*,  authorized  bf  an  act 
of  Congreta.  The  Legialaiure  bad  therefore  in- 
Blrncted  tbeir  Senators,  and  requested  their  Rep- 
resenlaliTes  in  Conjp-eas,  to  use  their  endeavors 
»  ptocnre  the  paesing  of  an  act  to  prevent  the- 
Iranspotiaiion  of  slaves,  or  servant*  of  color,  from 
any  State  to  any  other  part  of  the  Uaited  Slates, 
in  cases  where,  by  the  laws  of  such  State,  sueb 
transportation  is  prohibited.  Inconformitf  with 
dieae  inslructioDs,  as  well  as  agreeably  to  his  own 
feelings  and  principles,  be  therefore  begged  leave 
ManlMtit  the  foUewing  leaolutieK: 


RaolMd,  That  tbe  coBBiittee  en  the  aidiject  of  ll« 
■lava  trade  be  instiaoted  to  inqaiie  into  tha  eipedi- 
enej  of  making  piaiiaioD,  bj  Isw,  "  to  prevent  tbe 
transportation  of  Maves,  or  Barranta  of  color,  from  any 
one  State  to  any  other  part  of  tbe  United  State*,  in 
case*  where,  by  the  laws  of  such  State,  such  tianspor- 
tatian  is  prohibited." 

Mr.  MoBBiL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

StaoiBtd,  That  the  Oonunitte*  for  Iba  Disbiet  of 
ColoMbia  be  reqaested  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  aooM  further  proTision,  by  law,  bx  prerent. 
ing  and  eittngnishiDg  Jin*,  wbich  may  happen  is 

The  Senate  reaumed  tlie  couideniion  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  instant,  for  referring  (o  a  selcot 
committee  tbe  Meisage  from  the  President,  and 
docnmenta,  relative  to  the  Seminole  war;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  same  ItaTing  beea 
amoided,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Retol9ed,  That  the  Message  of  tbe  Presideal, 
and  docnmenta,  relative  to  the  Seminole  war,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  wbo  shall  hav« 
authority,  if  necessary,  to  send  for  persons  utd 
papers:  that  eaid  commiiiee  iqqulte  relative  to 
the  advance  of  tbe  United  States  troops  ints 
West  Florida  ;  whether  ibe  officers  in  oomnuiMd 
at  Fensscola  and  St.  Marks  were  amenable  ta, 
and  under  the  control  of  Spain  ;  and,  paruoular- 
ly,  what  oircumstances  existed,  to  aaib«Nze  <* 
justify  the  Commanding  Qeneral  in  taking  pcm- 
see* ion  of  those  posts. 

Meeen.  Laqock,  Eatok,  Foiwttb,  BjMfl,  utd 
fiDltBii.L,  were  appointed  tbe  eommitice. 

The  bill  entitied  '-An  ast  to  extend,  for  a  f»- 
tber  term  of  five  yeata,  the  peiuioiu  heuWfbM 
granted  to  tbe  widoarsandorphaaaof  tbe  offioan 
and  soldiers  who  died,  tx  were  killed,  in  tha  late 
war,"  was  read  the  second  linte;  iMd  referred  te 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  ineorporale  « 
company  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern 
Branch  of  tbe  Poiomae,  between  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth  slreets,east,  iniheCityofWashingtoD," 
was  read  tbe  second  time;  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  tbe  District  of  Colambia. 

[>jll  entitled   "An   act  for   the  relief  of 
B.  Parish,"  was  read  the  cecond  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
oel  H.  Harper,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred'to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  exaenuoD  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  wi thia  (be  Slate  of 
Ulinois,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  BDaaitt.,  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
ordered  to  be  engroaeed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
jor Qeneral  Jobs  Stark,"  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

Tbd  Senate  reavmed  the  eonsideTUion  of  ibe 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  FiDBoee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Qoddftrd, 
and  olbera,  formerly  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadnt 
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ud  her  cargo;  and  the  furihtr  coBtideratioD 
(hereaf  was  posipooed  uniil  Mondaf  oezt. 

Tce  Senate  retained,  as  la  Commiuee  of  the 
Wbole,  [he  eoDEideraiion  of  the  biil  fudhei  to 
aQspead,  for  a  iimiied  lime,  tbe  sale  or  forfeitare 
of  lauds,  for  failure  in  completing  ibe  payment 
thereoD ;  and  ibe  further  consideration  tbereof 
was  posipoaed  uoiil  Monday  next. 

Mr.  KiHOsubmiiled  the  following  motioD  for 
COM  ideia  lion : 

Sttaktd,  That  the  CommittM  on  PnUic  Land*  b«, 
and  hueb;  are,  InaCrtictod  to  inqoire  into  tbe  Mpedi' 
•noj  of  10  altenng  the  Um  concerning  tbe  sale  of  ihe 

pablio  lands,  that  froni  and  after  the da;  of 

«radit  shall  not  be  givea  on  socb  sales,  bat  the  paUie 
lands  shall  be  sold  far  mone;  ool;. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Otis,  tbe  petition  of  Joeeph 
Maiqaand,  colleotor  of  tbe  castoms  for  the  port 
of  Newbarypori^i  piafing  additional  compenta- 
tioa,  together  with  tbe  report  of  tbe  Becretarf  of 
the  Treasury  thereon,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Maaafaetures. 

Tbe  Senate  resnined,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  tbe  oonsidvration  of  the  bill,  for  the  re- 
lief of  Lonia  and  Aaioine  Detinindre;  and  no 
aoMndaieitt  having  btta  made,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Hooae  ;  and  ordered  to  bo  angroiaad 
«nd  read  a  third  lime. 

Tbt  Senate  adjourned  lo  Mondajr. 

MoKOAT,  December  21. 

Mr.  LaoocK  pie*ented  the  memorial  of  a  nam- 
ber  of  citizens  of  the  United.  States,  re«idiag  to 
New  Vork  and  Peoasvlrania,  praying  a  revision 
and  amendment  of  Ine  act.  entitled  "An  act  to 
prohibit  the  importaiion  of  slave*  into  any  port  or 
place,  within  tbajutisdictionof  theUnilea  Stales, 
from  and  afier  the  Srat  day  of  Jannary,  1808;" 
and  tbe  memorial  wai  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  HcKTBR  preseaied  the  memorial  of  Cbiis- 
topher  Fowler,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Isuind,  surviving  administrator  of  the  astate  of 
Samuel  Fowler,  deceased,  praying  iademnifica- 
tioB  for  ceriain  final  settlement  certificates  as 
•taled  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
feind  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ctaima. 

Mr.  Laooce  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Uigsins,  contractor  for  tbe  supply  of  rations  lo 
the  United  States'  iroopi,  stationed  within  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  Slating  that  the  sam  of 
two  thousand  dollars  had  been  illegally  paid  lo 
Jared  Irwin,  and  debited  to  bim  on  tbe  books  of 
tbe  War  Department,  and  praying  relief;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

He.  SiNFOBD  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Troop,  of  New  York,  who  was  owner  of  a  cer- 
tain ship,  called  the  New  York,  with  her  cargo, 
which  has  been  libelled  and  condemned  as  for- 
feited to  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  tbe 
Don-intercourse  laws,  as  slated  in  tbe  petition 
which  was  road,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committei 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Stoub  praaoated  the  petition  of  Aboe 
Qteenltaf,  of  Portsmouth,  in  tbe  Slate  of  New 


Hampshire,  praying  an  addllbnal  allowance  for 
brass  and  copper  fouodery  and  plumbing  work, 
furnished  for  ine  United  States  ship  Washington, 
built  at  the  navy  yaid  at  Portsmouth,  for  reasons 
staled  in  tbe  peiitioa;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Ihe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  fot 
aon  side  ration: 

Jiesofcerf,  That  tbe  Uonunitlee  on  the  PnUie  Land* 
be  instiDcled  to  inquire  into  the  expadieocy  of  8» 
smending  the  "set  to  enable  tlis  people  of  the  Indiana 
Territory  to  rorm  s  eonititation  and  Ijlate  goTemment, 
and  for  the  admisBion  of  nich  Ststa  into  the  Union,  on 
an  eqaaj  footing  with  tbe  original  States,"  as  to  ao- 
tboiize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  at  their 
discretion,  to  locate  tbe  tends  granted'to  tbe  said  StatOf 
for  the  purpose  of  filing  their  seat  of  government,  in 
quarter  sections  and  fractions. 

Mr.  RoBGBTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brovn  ;"  tbe  bill,  eo- 
tiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  tbe  beirs  of  Adol- 
phus  Burghart  f  tbe  bill,  enijiled  ''An  act  for  ihff 
relief  of  William  Kiog;"  and  also  tbe  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewisj** 
reported  the  same  severally  wiiboui  amendmeni. 

Mr.  LacocK,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensioni, 
10  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  widows  of  the  militia  j"  and  also  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend,  for  a  further  term 
of  five  years,  the  pensions  heretofore  gtanied  to 
ibe  widows  and  orphans  of  tbe  officers  and  sol- 
dier.i,  who  died  or  were  killed  in  tbe  late  war," 
reported  the  same  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  ClaimiL 
to  wbom  Ihe  subject  was  referred,  repotted  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Aquilla  Qiles;  and  the  bill  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  aecoad  reading. 

Mr.  RoBEBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ar- 
nold, made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  tbe  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Pbesidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  comprehending  tbe 
.statements  relating  to  the  internal  duties  and  di- 
rect tax,  required  by  the  33d  section  of  the  act  of 
Congrees,  of  tbe  22d  of  July,  1816;  and  the  re- 

.  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  I8ib  insiani,  for  instructing  the 
commiuee  on  the  subjeol  of  tbe  slave  trade  to  ia- 
qnire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision,  by 
law,  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  slaves,  or 
servants  of  color,  from  any  State,  to  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases;  and  agreed 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mutton  of  tbe  18ih  instant,  "  That  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  be  required  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  some  further 
proviaion  by  law,  for  preventing  and  extinguish- 
ing fires  in  Ibis  city  ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  for  initrueting  tho 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  iaqolre  into  tbe 
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-fxpcdicDcr  of  altering  the  laws  coDceroiDg  the 
sale  or  public  lanils;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  ^ot- 
-«rntnent,  and  for  iheadmnsion  of  such  Btateinto 
tbe  Union,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original 
-'Siaiet.  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  DAGHETTEubmiiied  the  following  moiioa 
^r  ootuid  oration : 

Seiohed,  Th*t  the  Cammitlee  on  Fensioni  be  in- 
!flniet«d  to  inquire  into  the  proprietj  of  lo  amending' 
ih»  act,  antidcd  "An  act  to  pioTtde  lor  Mttaiti  penons, 
«ngaged  in  tbe  laud  and  naval  Mcrice  of  tbs  United 
Statea  inthcReTolntionarj  war,"afpTOTed  on  tbe  ISth 
of  March,  lS18,.aa  that  lientenanta  of  marinei,  acting 
Uider  n  warralit,  shall  ha  considered  as  entitled  to  tbe 
proTiBion  dierein  made  for  lientetunts  of  the  navy,  act- 
leg  under  a  commissian. . 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  coDfiideration  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Goddard, 
and  others,  formerlf  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadne, 
and  ber  cargo;  and  tbe  further  consideration  ihere- 
o(  was  postponed  until  tbe  first  Monday  in  Janu- 
ary next. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  coasideralioD  of  Ilie 
report,  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Jame»  H.  Clarke,  a  purser 
in  the  Nary  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Hr.  Stobbr,  to  amend  tbe  resolutioti  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  so  as  to  read  "  Reiol- 
ved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reason- 
able, and  ought  to  De  granted;" 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays;  and,  after 
delMtle,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  waa 
postponed  until  the  firat  Monday  in  January 
next. 

The  PEXBiDEifT  communicated  a  report  of  iha 
Becretarj  of  the  Treasury,  comprehending  state 
menis  or  lb«  lalea  of  public'  lands,  during  tbe 

Tear  1817,  and  tbe  three  first  quarters  of  the  year 
B18;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  further  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture, 
of  lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  posu>oned  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  rfae 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
■ct  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  Virginia, 
west  of  the  Alleghany  monntain." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eppeb,  the  bill  was  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  the  let- 
ter and  proceedings  of  the  delegation  in  the  Tit- 
ginia  Assembly,  to  consider  andTeport  thereon. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  laws  of  tbe  United  States  within  the  Biaie 
of  Illinois,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  and  Aotoine 
Dequiadre,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Sei>ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  F.  Hooker;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  waa  postponed  until  Thartday  next. 


a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  directing  the  payment  of 
certain  bills  drawn  by  General  Armstrong,  ia 
faror  of  William  Morgan;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
actfortberelfef  of  Doctor  Motlrom  Ball;"  t  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  passenger  ships  and 
vessels;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tlie  re- 
lief of  the  legal  represetnatiresof  AlextDder 
Montgomery,  deceased  j"  in  which  billa  they  re- 
peat the  eoncurrcMe  «f  ibe  Senats. 

Tbe  said  fatir  bills  wcn  nad,  and  puacl  to 
the  aeevnd  reading. 

.The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Catnmttiee  of  the 
Whole;  the  <»nsideratfon  of  the  rewlniion  to 
erect  a  monument  over  the  rematna  of  the  late 
General  George  WaahingtoB,  where  they  bow 
lie:  and  tbe  further  consideratioti  thereof  waa 
postponed  nntll  Moiday  next 

ToaaoAT,  December  22. 
Mr.  TaiT,  from  tbe  Connailtee  on  Naval 
A&irs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
■"An  act  autbarixiBg  the  distrihntioD  of  a  sum  af 
laaaey  among  tbe  represeataiivts  of  Commodope 
Edward  PteUe,  and  the  officen  and  crew  of  tbe 
brig  Syren,"  reported  tbe  same  wtlbaut  amend-' 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  to  instruct  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending;  the  act,  aalboTizing  a  State 
coflstitutlon  in  Indiana  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  resoraed  tbe  consideraiioD  of  the 
motion  of  the  Slst  instant^  to  instruct  the  Com- 
mittee OS  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediener 
of  amending  the  act  of  tbe  ISih  of  March.  181B, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persona 
engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  aervice  of  the 
United  States  lo  the  Revolutionary  war;"  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBooaH  presented  thememoriatof 
John  Davis,  and  others,  prayiog  to  he  invested 
with  the  power  to  make  a  turopike  road  from  the 
City  of  Washiagton,  to  the  boundary  line  of  the 
District  of  ColarobJa,  in  the  direction  to  Rock- 
ville,  Maryland ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Distriet  of 
Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aquilla  Giles  waa 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regnlatiiig  passenger 
ships  and  vessels,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Alexander  Montgomery, 
deceased,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Doe- 
tor  Mattrom  Ball,"  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills,  drawn  by  General  Arm- 
strong, in  favor  of  William  Morgan,"  waa  read 
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the  MMQd  tine,  ■■<!  refened  la  die  Commitiee 

The  Senale  rwained  the  considerUioD  of  the 
KDOrt  of  lh«  Committee af  CUims,  to  wfaoitt  was 
rtfetred  the  peiition  of  Thomu  Arnold;  and,  on 
BWlion  br  Hf.  Bdrhiu.,  the  furiber  coMidara- 
tkn  theiMf  waa  poetpM«d  Bitiil  this  day  three 

WMks. 

The  Seitate  resiuaed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  e&able  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  TMritory  to  form  a  con- 
uitDtioB  and  State  gorerument,  aad  for  ihe  ad- 
■isMOD  of  ouch  State  inio  the  Uaion  oo  bd  equal 
footing  with  the  orjgiaal  States  j  and  after  pro- 
gress adjoamed. 

WePHBasAT,  Deoeinber  3^ 
Hi.  RDdOLEB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
repreaentatiTeB  of  the  Religious  Societf  of 
Friends,  ia  the  Statesof  Ohio,  IndiaBa,  and  Illi- 
nois, praf  lag  the  adoption  of  measores  for  the 
ciriiixation  and  improremeDl  of  the  Indian* ; 
tad  the  metnorial  wai  read,  and  referred. 

Ur.  RoBBRTa  preMated  the  petition  of  John 
Clark,  of  York^  in  the  Slate  of  Pennsrlvaniar 
praying  compensation  for  serTioei  rendered  dur- 
ing tb«  ReTolutiooaiy  war,  as  stipalaled  and 
•greed  opon  by  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the 
Uniiad  States,  »•  Mated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  refernd  to  the  Commitee  of 
Claim*. 

Mf.  GoLBBBOBonoH  prcaested  the  petition  of 
Michael  Ht^tai  of  the  eaty  of  New  Vork,  pray- 
ing iiid«n»i&oaiioD  (or  daoaagea  saatained  by 
him.  in  conaeqiufice  of  the  uae  aad  oecupatioa  of 
avataahle  houae  belonglDg  to  him,  in  the  Tillage 
of  Utiea,  by  a  detMbmeot  of  United  States 
Iroopfi,  on  their  march  from  Bufialo  to  Sacketi'i 
Harbor, as  staled  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TaLBOT  preaenied  the  memortal  of  the  in- 
bahitanta  of  the  etraaty  of  Macomb,  in  lite  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  praying  a  delegate  in  Con- 
gies*  to  represent  said  Territory;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  reed,  and  referred  to  tfae  Cfimmitiee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  RcooLBS  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Bell,  of  Ohio,  praying  tbe  eoDflrtnation  of  his 
title  to  a  piece  of  land  therein  described ;  and  the 
petition  was  rend,  and  referred  le  the  same  com- 
mittee, t»  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  tbe  Honw  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Benate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  ealtited  "An  aet  for  tbe  relief  of  Daniel 
Renner,  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath;"  and  also  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
•he  support  of  tbe  Navy  of  tbe  Uailed  Slates,  for 
the  year  1819 ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
eoneairence  of  (he  Senate. 

Tbe  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  OoLDBBOBOtras,  from  the  Commitiee  of 
Claima,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Peter  Laeoate,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  leMlotioB,   that  tbe  peftlioiiH  hare  leare  to 
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withdisw  his  petition.  Tha  report  and  raolu^ 
tioB  were  read. 

Mr.  HoHBOW,  from  the  ComBitlee  on  Psblic 
Lands,  to  whom  the  snbject  waa  refensd,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rice  Jones, 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  paased  to  the  seeood 
reading. 

Mr.  WtLLiAki*,  of  Mississippi,  snbmitted  the 
fdlowiag  motion  for  eonsideratioa : 

Sttohed,  That  the  Commitiee  <m  PobFiB  Laud*  be 
inattuetad  to  inquire  into  the  eipedienej  irf  gimating 
by  hw,  to  the  State  of  Mlouaippi,  c«it«n  pwlhiiM  of 
the  piUjlic  landa,  hi  the  seat  of  OovaraaeM,  and  fer 
tlu  anpport  of  leKittaTiea  of  laaramg  within  tho  *ud 
Slala. 

Ob  moiion  by  Mr.  JoBNaOR,  the  Committee  on 
Pnblrc  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition 
of  N.  Amory,  and  others,  were  discharged  from 
Ibe  fonber  eonsiieration  thereof,  and  they  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  peiition  and  papers. 

The  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  commencing, 
prosecuting,  and  deciding  controversies,  between 
{WD  or  Biftre  Slates,  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  Senale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  enable  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitotion  and  State  Qovernment,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  sucb  Slate  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  Slates ;  and  the  fiirther 
coniideraiion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
darnext. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Commtltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  convenient  orcanizalion  of  the  conrts  of 
the  United  Stales,  anathe  appointment  of  citeuU 
judges  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  fav- 
ther  consideration  thereof  waa  postponed  tintll 
tfae  Btst  Monday  in  Janoary  neil. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to 
snsoend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeitiire 
of  lands,  for  hilore  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  En  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ibe  consideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Frederick  Brown  j"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  antil 
Monday  nest. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  KU,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  hein  of  Adolpbus  Buig- 
bat! ;"  and  the  further  eonsideraiion  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  King ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resnmed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til Monday  next. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  considerBlioB  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
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ict  eoneereing  widows  of  (be  militU;"  end,  od 
motioQ  bf  Mr.  Lacooe,  tbe  farther  consideraiioD 
thereof  wa»  pouponed  to,  add  made  the  order  of 
tbe  daf  for,  TDnda;  aeii. 

The  Senate  reiamed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideraiion  of  the  bill,  eoiitlcd  "Ad 
act  to  extend  for  a  further  term  of  five  years,  the 
peoiioDB  heretofore  granted  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  Ihe  ofGcen  aad  soldieri  who  died,  or 
were  killed  in  the  late  war ;"  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Laqock,  the  further  coasideratioa  tbeitof 
wat  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  tbe  day 
for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideralion  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  BuiWizing  ibe  distribution  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney among  the  represeniaiiTes  of  Cammodore 
Edward  PreUe,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
brig  Syren ;"  and  the  further  consideration  there-b 
of  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ibe  consideration  of  the  lull  for  the  relief 
of  Aquila  Giles;  andnoatnendmeDt  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
10  be  engrossed  and>readathird  time. 

Tbdbsdat,  December  24. 

Mr.  8AHFoai>  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
New  York  Society  for  promoting  the  manumis- 
sion of  slaves,  and  for  protecting  such  of  them  as 
have  been,  or  may  be,  liberated:  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
that  snbiect. 

Mr.  MoaaiL  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Merrill,  praviog  compensation  for  bii  services 
in  the  Revoloiionary  war ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  who  were  insiruoied 
by  a  resolution  of  the  14th  instant  to  "  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  Increasing  the  coinpensa- 
lioQ  by  taw  allowed  to  the  {rasttDaster  of  Kenne- 
bunk.  In  the  District  of  Maine  j"  nude  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  reaalution,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient at  this  time  to  increase  tbe  compensation 
allowed  by  law  to  the  postmaster  at  Kennebuok, 
in  tbe  District  of  Maine.  The  report  and  lesola- 
tton  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLLiAifB,  of  Mississippi,  from  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  tbe  legal 
lepresenta lives  of  Alexander  Montgomery,  de- 
ceased," reported  (he  same  without  ameadment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1819,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
niel Rennet  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideialion  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  23d  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Commillee  on  Pnblio  Land*  to  inquire  into  tbe 


expediency  of  granting  by  law  lo  the  Slate  of 
Mississippi  cerlain  portions  of  the  public  lands 
for  cerlain  parposes ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed:  as  in  Comraittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cooiideration  of  the  bill  prescribiDg 
the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting,  and  da- 
ciding  controversies  between  two  or  more  Btatea; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Burbill,  the  further  eoa- 
sideratiop  thereof  was  postponed  nnlil  (he  first 
Monday  in  January  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tbe  relirf 
of  Samuel  P.  Hooker ;  and  the  further  coosider- 
atioo  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noblb, 

Betolwd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastiny 
be  directed  to  lay  before  ibe  Senate  information 
relative  to  the  effect  of  an  act  to  suspend  for  a 
limited  time  (be  sale  or  forfeltnre  of  lands,  of  the 
IBth  of  April  last,  upon  (he  receipts  into  tha 
Treasury,  and  the  probable  effect,  by  continuing 
in  force  the  act  aforesaid  for  one  year,  with  ucoo- 
dilion  "(bat,  if  the  purchasers  complete  their 
payments  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  (ha  pe- 
riod aforesaid,  interest  shall  only  be  required  on 
the  iosialmenis  due  from  the  time  that  they  be- 
came dne  until  paid." 

The  l»ll  for  the  relief  of  John  Rice  Jones  was 
read  tbe  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ai^aila  Giles  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wa> 
referred  (be  petition  of  Peter  Laeoste ;  and  the 
further  eoasideratioo  ifaeceof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoKOAT,  December  28. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOuaH  preaented  tbe  petition  of 
Richard  J.  Jones,  praying  compenaation  for  c^- 
taia  property  destroyed  by  (be  enemy  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britaioj  and  the  peution 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Lacooc,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensioaa, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensions,"  reported  ihe  same 
with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  Committee  on 
Pensiotis,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Robertson  for  an  addition  to  hii  pension, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  lo  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacook,  the  Commillee  on 
PeBsions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Martha  Whiimore,  were  discharged  from  the  fur. 
tber  consideration  thereof;  and  the  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  documents. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  granting  a  pension  to  George 
Bell,  were  discharged  from  the  further  considen- 
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tion  thereor;    and  Ibe  petitioner  luid  leave  to 
withdraw  hii  docaments. 

Mr.  FoRavTH  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
J.  AzaoD,  a  surgeon  id  the  ReToluiiooBry  army, 

Erayioff  the  baff  pay  aod  laad,  to  which  be  states 
imselT  to  be  eotliled ;  and  the  pelitioD  was  read 
apd  referred  to  the  Cammillee  on  PenaioDs. 

Mi.  NoBLB  presented  the  ptiiiion  of  Jacob  Wet- 
zel!, of  Frani^lin  countv,  in  ibe  State  of  Indiana, 
praying  coropeOBation  tor  his  expenses  in  voluD- 
taiilf  opeoiog  a  road  in  aaid  State ;  and  the  pe- 
tition  was  read,  and  refeiKd  lo  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  KtKO  gave  notice,  that  lo  morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sa- 
muel Ward. 

Mr.  OoLDSBOSODQEi,  from  the  Gommiliee  of 
Claims,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  petiiioo  of 
Joseph  Forrest,  of  ihe  city  of  Washiogion,  made 
«  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Forrest:  aod  Ihe  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  paased  to  a  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
pBBaiSBKT  OFTBB  Ukited  Stateb; 
TitUit  Senate cf  He  UmttdStatui 

In  compKiDce  with  afSMlotloD  of  thaBeBSte,of  the 
I7d)  instant,  I  transmit  to  ihA  House  a  rsport  from 
tha  Seentturj  of  State,  with  the  p^srs  and  docomei ' 
•ccompaDThia  it 

JAUES  MONBOE. 

DacEisu  38,  IS18. 

The  Message  and  accompanyinj;  documents 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
wna  referred,  on  the  18th  instant,  the  Message  ol 
th«  President  and  documents  rdatlreiothe  Sem- 
inole war,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reporioflheCommilteeof  Claims, on  the  peli 
of  Peter  Licosle ;  and  the  further  consicleri 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  nest. 

The  Senate  resumed  ibe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and 
Poat  Roads,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
tbe  expediency  of  increasing  the  compensation  by 
lair  allowed  to  the  postmaster  of  Eennebunk,  in 
the  District  of  Maine;  and  in  concurrence  there- 
with, resolved,  that  it  is  inezpedieol  at  this  time 
to  increase  tbe  compensation  by  law  allowed  lo 
tbe  jMMtmaster  of  Kenoebunk,  in  the  District  of 
Mains. 

The  Benaia  resumed,  as  la  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ibe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,to  enable  tbe 
people  of  tbe  Alabama  Territory,  to  form  a  con- 
aiitntion  and  State  govetnouni,  and  for  tbe  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
fimting  with  the  original  States ;  and  the  further 
aoDsioeration  thereof  was  postponed  aniil  Tbnrs- 
dav  next. 

Hr.  Roams  presented  the  raemmial  of  the 
American  Conrention  for  promoting  tbe  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  improving  tbe  oondilion  of  tbe 
African  race}  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
nferred. 

The  Senate  resamad,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  iba  eonsideratloa  of  the  bill  for  ttta  relief 


of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
RoBBRTS,  tbe  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

Toe  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ibe  bill  further  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  tbe  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  tbe  pavmeai 
thereon ;  and  the  further  consideration  ibereof 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ss  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Frederick  Brown  ;"  and  Ibe 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  nolil 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideralioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Adolpbus  Burgh-' 
aitj"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  uotil  the 
second  Monday  in  March  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  King;"  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consideralion 
thereof  was  postponed  nnlil  the  second  Monday 
in  Mareh  next. 

The  Seosle  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb* 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  Ihe  bill,  entitled  ''Ab 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  it  was  reported  (o 
tbe  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  eonsiderauoh  of  tlM  bill, entitled  "An 
act  antnerixiDgtbedistributlon  of  a  sum  ofmooejr 
amongtbe  representatives  of  Commodore  Ed  warn 
Preble,  and  the  officers  and  crew  .of  tbe  brig 
Syren ;"  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postpoaed  nntil  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  Ibe  consideration  of  tbe  resolution  to  erect 
s  monument  over  the  remains  of  the  late  Qeneral 
QBOBae  WaaHiNOTON,  wbeieTtber  now  lie;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Daikigtt,  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  nexL 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidsretion  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
ant  foe  the  relief  of  tha  legal  represaamtives  of 
Alexander  Montgomery,  deceased ;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  it  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Tha  Senate  resumed,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  John  Rice  Jones ;  and  no  amendment  baring 
been  made  it  was  reported  to  the  Honsa,  ano 
ordered  to  be  engrotsed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WiLLiuta,  of  Mississippi,  presented  Ibe 
!tition  of  John  B.  Timberlske,  praying  provision 
for  an  equitable  adjustment  of  his  aceounta,  aa 
purser,  with  the  Navy  Department;  and  the  ps- 
titioB  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Naval  Aflairs. 


Tdesdat,  December  29. 

Mr.  RuoaLEs  pteaenied  the  memorial  of  the 

represeniativea  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
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ft)  Ohio,  ladiaiiB  uid  Illinoia,  nod  ibe  adjacent 
pHtB  of  PeDDiflTaaift  lad  Virginia,  repreMBiiag 
the  candiiion  of  the  AfricMi  race,  ana  praring 
■mendraeoia  to  the  acts  of  Congren  therem  rafer- 
red  to ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  TioasnoB  pretenied  the  petition  or  Daniel 
Peliiboae,  prafiaa;  a  reaewal  at  a  pateat,  iatucd 
ID  the  ;ear  1806,  Tor  bis  I  tn  pro  rem  en  is  io  the  art 
of  formiog  edge  tooli ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Select  committee  to  consider  and 
raport  thereon,  and  Meurs.  King,  Daoobtt,  and 
TiCBBKOR,  were  appoioied  the  commillee. 

Mr  Roberts  Bubmitled  the  folloving  motion 
far  consideralioQ : 

Rttokid,  That  the  Commiltee  on  Nanl  AflUn  Iw, 
and  th*7  ara  herdij,  initrncted  to  inqoin  whether  the 
nilw,  KfuUlioni,  and  iDitmctioiu  for  the  niTal  ler- 
Tioa  of  the  Uinlad  Slatee,  commonicatad  to  tha  Senate 
by  tha  Maaufa  of  the  FreMdent  of  the  )Dth  of  April 
lait,  are  toatotmMe  to  tha  praTiaioiw  of  the  act,  en- 
titlad  "An  aet  to  altar  uid  aaand  the  taTeTal  act*  for 
••tablUbiBg 
Board  of  Co 

tocOBTaniantlj  intarfrre  with  othet  iota  of  ConKtaaa 
ralatira  to  Iha  NaTal  Eitabliahatant ;  and  how  far  tbeT- 
maj  appear  to  ba  ezpediant ;  and  alao  whether  anji 
ana  if  an;,  what  lefidatiTa  prOTiiion  may  ba  naoaaaarT- 
to  give  them  tba  fcroa  and  aflact  of  law. 

The  bill  for  lh«  rdief  of  Jotepk  Forrest  ms 
read  tbe  second  time. 

Agreeablji  M  the  order  of  tha  day,  tha  Senate 
resumed,  as  id  CoBinutiee  of  the  Wh<rie,  the  coo- 
■ideratioQ  ef  the  bill,  eaiided  "An  act  to  eitead, 
for  a  further  term  of  fire  feats,  the  peamna  here- 
lefbra  granted  to  the  widows  and  orpbane  of  the 
sAcera  and,  aoMiera  who  died,  or  were  killed,  in 
the  late  wvr ;  Knd,  od  motion  b^  Mr.  Robihts, 
the  farther  ooneideraiioD  Ihereot  wu  postponed 
ua til  Monday  oexr 


aidentionof  the  bill,  entitled  "Aoaoi  ooaoeririag 
widows  of  lb*  militia ;"  and,  on  uuMion  bj  Mr 
BoBBBTS,  ih«  coaalderatioB  thereof  waa  farther 
poatpoDtd  10  Hold  ay  neit. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coaaminee  of  the 
Whole,  ih«  coaatdenitioD  of  tbe  toll,  entitled  "An 
a«i  coocerniog  invalid  pcBsions,"  together  with 
iht  anietidnaDts  reported  thereto,  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Peosioos  j  and,  on  raotimi  by  Ur.  Robbbtb. 
the  ftirther  com! deration  thereof  wna  postponed 
OiMil  Uooday  neal. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rice  JoBCs  was 
read  the  third  tjina,  and  paMed. 

Agpseably  to  notiee,  Mr.  Kino  aaked  aod  ob- 
tained leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  fei  the  relief  of 
Saaoel  Ward ;  and  the  bill  was  icad,  and  ptesed 
to  the  Mcond  reading. 

Tbe  biU,  entitled  xAd.  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  repreMBtaUTes  of  Alexander  Montf  omery, 
deceased,"  was  read  tbe  third  lime,  aod  passed. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  B.  Lewis,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  uiMBimoDB  oonaent,  and  passed. 

Tben,  on  mottOB,  tbe  Senate  adjoimed. 


WEMtBWAT,  December  30. 

Mr.  Lacoce  presented  the  memorial  of  Bnarn- 
ber  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  at 
Carlisle,  in  tbe  State  of  FeDnsytTania,  pnying 
an  amendment  of  the  laws  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  Into  tbe  United  States;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  BnooLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Hark 
and  Conant,  of  Detroit,  praying  reimbursement 
pf  ■  certain  snro  of  money  adraneed  by  them  to 
promoie  the  public  service  dnring  tbe  late  war 
with  Oreat  Britain,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  ana  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Military  Afiklrs. 

Mr.  TiCHENOB  presented  the  memorial  of  PboI 
Beck,  jr.,  and  Thomas  Sparks,  of  the  chy  of 
Philadelphia,  manufacturers  of  shot,  prajriD^;  an 
addiiioDil  duty  on  Imported  shot,  for  reasons 
Slated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Han- 
afactures. 

Mr.  FoRBrTH  pr»ented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Tbom,  B  citizen  of  Savannth,  In  the  State  of 
Georgia,  praying  tbe  remmioa  of  cetthla  dVCiBs 
paid,  and  the  aoioal  eXMDSe  ioeurNd  by  Um  tn 
the  prasecation  of  his  claim,  ••  slated  in  tha  pe- 
ti/ion;  which  waa  read, BDd referred  toiheCmn- 
mlttce  on  FioaBoe. 

Mr.  QoLDaaoBonoB,  from  tbe  CMMMlliee  of 
Claims,  to  wh(HD  was  referred  tbe  petitioo  of 
loho  Troop,  of  New  York,  made  a  rapatt^  ae- 
compaoied  by  a  reiolaiion  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  T*iT,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ab- 
ner  Oreenleaf,  of  Porismoutb,  New  Hampshire, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  tbe  peti- 
tioner, and  that  be  hare  leave  to  withdraw  hts 
petition.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

SueUed,  That  tba  Committea  on  Naval  AiEuca  be 
initmcted  to  inqniie  into  tbe  expediency  of  aotluiii- 
ling,  ^  law,  tba  porchsae  of  llva  oak  timber,  aaitabU 
for  boilding  sloops  of  war,  or  other  unall  ven^  ne- 
cessary for  tbe  natal  serrice. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  eonsider  tba  moiida 
of  the  S9th  instant,  for  instructing  tbe  ConuaiilBe 
en  Naval  Affairs  relative  to  the  rules,  reguiations 
uid  instructions  for  tbe  naval  service  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States.  conunnnJeated  to  the  Seoaie  by  the 
Message  ot  tba  President  of  the  United  Statas  ^ 
the  20th  of  April  last,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  biU  (at  tbe  relief  of  Samnel  Ward  wm 
read  the  second  time,  and  teferred  to  ttie  Co»' 
miliee  of  Claims. 

A  masaage  fi^om  the  House  of  Rapteseotalivea 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  eonewnd 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  ImII  etiti* 
tied  "Ati  aet  for  the  relief  of  William  fi.  Lewin." 
The  House  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  mi 
for  the  relief  of  Harold  Snyth;"  a  bill,  eittkled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samttal  F.  Hooker  j*  a 
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UH.  eatiiled  "An  aet  Ar  ike  relief  oT  Bunpioii  8. 
Kiagi"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ■utborianj):  liie 
ekelion  of  t  delegate  from  the  Miohigu  Terri- 
tory lo  the  CoB^fress  of  Ue  UnUei)  Siatee,  aed 
aiMidiBg  ibe  rii^t  of  mirage  to  tbe  eitizeDi  of 
aaM  Teintorr^'  aod  alto  a  bill,  enliiled  "Aa 
tut  to  aalhome  ihe  pa7Bteal,iDcertHiD  eases,  oo 
secoBDt  of  Treasory  uoies  wliieh  have  been  lost 
or  del  traced ;"  ia  wfaieb  kills  they  request  the 
eoicurresce  of  Ihe  Senate. 

Thvbsdat,  December  31. 

Oa  request,  Mr.  OoLDsnoRoueB  had  leare  to 
vithdiaw  the  report  of  the  Cootmiitee  of  Claims 
OD  ihe  petitiDB  01  Joseph  Troop,  of  New  York. 

Mr,  KiKQ  preaeuied  the  petition  of  Augustiu 
Sacket,  ptayiDg  compensaiioa  for  certaia  prop> 
ejly  destroyed  by  Ibe  enemf  dutinf^  the  lalewar 
vilb  Qreai  Briiain ;  and  the  petiiioa  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ciaimi. 

Mi.  IiAoocK  presented  the  pelition  of  Rees 
Hill,  praying  relief  tn  ibe  seltlement  of  bis  ac- 
coDOtG;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  leferred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Hr.  Stoheb  moTed  lo  reconsider  ibe  vote  on 

JiOBtponinx  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
lir  ihe  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker,  until  the 
first  Monday  in  March  next;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Lj>cock,  Ihe  further  eonsidetatioa  thereof 
waa  posiponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  fr^im  the  House  of  Repreaenta lives 
informed  the  Senate  of  tbe  death  of  ibe  honor- 
aihle  GaoBoa  Muhford,  late  a  meiober  of  the 
Hoose  of  Represenla lives  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  that  hia  funeral  will  tajte 
place  lo-morroir  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon. 

ButUvtd  unammoHtly,  Tnai  the  Senate  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  Ibe  honoTable  Qeorge  Muta- 
ford,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent' 
%ttTes  from  llw  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  lo- 
morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock;  and  as  a  testi- 
mony of  respect  Tor  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
ihey  will  go  iaU>  mourning,  and  wear  a  black 
ciape  rouna  tbe  left  arm  ibr  tbitlv  day*. 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 

UoNDAT,  January  1, 1816. 

Mr.  SaRFOKD,  from  Ihe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  memorial  of  Nicfaolaa  Brown  and  Thomas  P. 
Ires,  of  Providence,  in  ihe  Stale  of  Rhode  Island, 
made  s  report,  vbicb  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  tbe  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  inslrucled 
to  inquire  into  iba  expediency  of  empowering 
tbe  Postmaster  Oeaeral  toeontracifor  the  irans- 
poriation  ot  the  mail  of  the  United  States  in 
steamboats. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  receiTed  firom  the 
Pbesidbht  op  tbb  Critbd  BTAToe: 
Ta  the  StnaU  <^the  Vnittd  ShOu.- 

I  ley  before  ttie  Senate  a  report  tnin  the  Bearetaiy 
of  Stale,  accompanied  with  a  wpj  of  a  letter  tota 


JAHEB  MONROE. 
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Tbe  Mesiage  and  aocompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred,  on  tbe  18th  of  last  month,  the  Mes- 
sage of  ibe  Presideai  and  doctimeiiis  relative  to 
ibe  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  tbe 
petition  of  Frederick  C.  Warcack,  agent  for  tbe 
heirs  of  his  uncle  Frederick  C.  Warnack,  de- 
ceased, who  serv«d  as  a  lieotenanl  colonel  of  a 
corps  of  engineers  in  the  Virginia  line,  during  tbe 
Revolutionary  war;  and  in  consideration  of  bia 
services,  was  entitled  under  the  laws  of  tbe  State 
of  Virginia  lo  six  thousand  acres  of  land,  wbieb 
his  heirs,  being  aliens,  cannot  inherit,  aiid  pray- 
ing relief  from  Congress;  and  tbe  pelition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Comminee  oa  Public 
Lands. 

Hr.  RoBBKTB  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  ciiizensof  the  United  States,  residing 
in  Philadelphia,  praying  an  aroendmenl  of  the 
aol,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  imporiatioB 
of  slaves  iaio  tbe  United  States;"  and  tbe  m» 
DK)rial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Haksoh  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Sewall,  praying  eompeitaa lion  for  a  house  whjck, 
with  the  furniture  iberein,  was  destroyed  by  the 
enemy'oD  their  invasion  crt  tbe  (!iiy  of  Washiag- 


been  converted  into  a 
in  the  pelition;  wbieb  v 
the  Committee  of  Claiias. 

Mr.  TtcHENon  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Eetoktd,  TbatthaSaoetsry  efWaibedimetediD 
lay  bafeia  the  Senate,  ai  soon  aa  nay  b^  a  statemeot 
flf  the  sbetiTa  force  now  eosapemng  the  miUtar?  ee* 
Ubiidinient  of  Ihe  United  SUtM;  aUo,  a  atatameat  af 
tbe  different  potts  and  BsnisDns,  at  and  wiUiin  which' 
troop*  areslatkiaed,  sad  Ibe  aolaal  aomber  of  oAcei*, 
aon-awnaiiisicned  offioen  aad  ptintaa  at  eaahfoat 
and  garrison  raapectitely ;  also,  lo  desiioale  ia  sMf 
sUtemeot  the  nuaabei  irf  artJUerists,  and  the  nombn 
and  calibre  of  ordnance,  at  SAcb  of  liw  said  posts  and 


s  read,  and  referred  to 


Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Commiilee  «n  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  WiL- 
liam  RiobertMD,  made  a  rep«ri,  accwnpanied  by 
a  resolution,  thj^i  Uie  petitioner  have  leave  u 
wiUtdraw  biipetiiieo.  Tbe  tepott  and  resolu- 
tion weK  Kad. 

Mf<  UbUiEM  submitied  die  faUoning  mMM) 
for  coBcidcraiiiM : 

Sual—d,  That  Oa  CaiDDsiltM  < 


walk,  of  a  suitable  width  for  foot  pasaBugan.  and  hav- 
ing Ihe  ssme  eomplated  before  the  aiealiDg  t^  the  next 
Congress. 

The  five  bills  brought  np  on  the  SOth  of  last 
month  for  eonourrenee  were  raad,  and  seveially 
pasiied  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Tbe  Beaate  teaMaad  the  coa*id«ratioa  t^  the 
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motion  made  on  the  Slit  of  Inst  monib,  to 
coosidtr  the  vote  of  the  Senate  od  poatpoatcg 
tbe  further  coQsjderalioQ  of  the  bill  for  (be  re- 
lief of  Samuel  F.  Hooker  uaill  the  first  Mon- 
dar  ID  March  nexti  and,  oa  the  qunlioo  to 
agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  ia  (he  oegative. 

The  Senate  reaumed  the  considerauoD  of  ibe 
report  of  the  Commiliee  on  Pioance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petiiioD  of  Nathaoiel  Ooddard, 
and  other*;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  poatponed  until  Tbursdaf  neii. 

The  Seoaie  returned  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Comroiiiee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  petiiioD  of  Peter  Lagotle;  and, 
on  mmioQ  by  Mr.  Frombmtih,  the  further  con- 
■ideraiioo  (hereof  was  postponed  until  Mondajr, 
the  ISch  instant. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clarke,  a 
Purser  in  (be  Navy  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
tbe  further  cDDstderation  thereof  was  postponed 
iwtil  to- morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  fbe  conaideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  NaTal  Aflaita,  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  pe(ition  of  Aboer  Green- 
leaf  j  and  iit  concurrence  therewith,  resolred, 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  tbe 

Elitiotier,  and  that  be  have  leave  to  witbdraw 
I  petition. 

Agreeably  to  tbe  order  of  the  day,  (be  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
eoDsideration  of  ibe  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  (he  Consiiiudoo  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  respecis  tbe  eboiee  of  Electors  of 
President  and  vice  President  of  tbe  United 
Slates,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in 
(be  Congress  of  tbe  United  States ;  and,  on 
nioiion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  farther  eoosidera- 
llon  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  tbe 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  G0DBT8. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  (he  bill  (o  provide 
for  (be  more  convenient  organization  of  (be 
courts  of  tbe  United  States,  and  tbe  appointment 
of  circuit  judges;  and,  tbe  question  recurring  on 
tbe  following  motion  suhmitted  by  Mr.  Bar^ 
boor; 

Buoltti,  Th*t  the  bill  be  ticommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee that  brought  it  in,  wldt  instructions  m  to 
amend  it  *■  to  abolish  the  drcnit  courts,  and  transfer 
their  jnrisdictioii  to  the  district  courts,  la  authorise  an 
appeal  dbeeU^  from  mch  oonrls,  to  the  Sopreme 
Oonit,  and  enlace  th«  li^t  of  af^ea],  by  Tedueing 
tbe  amamit  an  wbidt  tbe  rigbt  may  ba  eieiosad." 

Mr.  Barbodb  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President :  I  entirel)^  agree  with  tbe  friends 
of  tbe  bill,  that  a  change  in  our  judicial  system 
is  necessary;  so  far,  at  least,  as  will  relieve  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  traversing 
the  widely  extended  territory  of  the  Uolled 
States.  The  truth  is,  we  require  of  (hem  to  per- 
form duties  which  are  highly  incompatible.  In 
a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  we  look  for  a 


capaci(yand  a  ebaraeter  wbieb  belong  only  to' 
one  advanced  in  life  ;  and  yet  we  exact  a  service, 
of  someofibem  at  least,  which  can  be  performed 


only  bv  youth  and  a  robust  i 
example,  we  require  a  judge  (o 
of  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  twice  a 


a  judge  (o  traverse  the  States 


year,  and  his  attendance  also  a(  Washington  — 
the  depth  of  Winter.  Tbe  history  of  Ibe  appoint- 
ments to  that  high  sintion  will  jusiify  me  in  the 
above  remark,  viz.,  that  none  bat  men  conaider- 
ably  advanoed  in  life  have  received  the  appoini- 
ment;  and  we  are,  therefore.  jnsliGable  in  etm- 
eluding:,  that  oo°c  others  will  t)e  appojnled.  If, 
which  is'  also  a  fair  calenlation,  they  should  con- 
tinue on  tbe  bench  lill  (bey  become  infirm,  the 
incompatibiliiy  of  their  duties  will  become  ib« 
more  palpable,  by  their  utter  incapacity  to  per- 
form Ibem.  In  addition  to  this  difficulty,  I  would 
suggest  another,  (hat,  even  now,  we  are  told  (hey 
■re  compelled-to  adjourn  the  Supreme  Court  be- 
fore the  business  is  disposed  of,  for  ihe  purpose 
of  attending  their  reipeclive  circuits.  Thus  their 
docket,  instead  of  diminishing,  continually  in- 
creases :  an  evil  of  no  ordinary  magoUude ;  for 
all  experience  evinces  that  a  tardy  adminUimtion 
of  justice  Bggrava(es  litigadon. 

To  remedy  ibis  serious  inconveitfence,  not  to 
■ay  great  evil,  is  an  object  deserving  of  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress.  Bnt,in  (hcattempt.lei  us  not 
prodnee  a  greater:  let  us  not  subject  ourselvea 
to  an  alarming  increase  of  judees  and  the  conse- 
quent expense,  which  the  bin,  if  it  pass,  must 
prodnee.  The  course  I  have  bad  the  honor  of 
proposing  will  remedy  (be  one  evil,  and  avoid 
the  other.  By  my  plan,  I  confine  tbe  judges  of 
(be  Supreme  Court  to  the  duties  of  that  court 
exclusively ;  and,  by  preserving  tbe  districts,  a 
federal  jurisdiciion  is  carried,  wTlbout  inconveni- 
ence (0  (he  judge,  and  without  expense  to  the 
Government,  to  every  State;  and,  where  large, 
to  different  dislricisin  the  same  State..  As,  tor 
instance,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Virginia— it  being  now  proposed  to 
divide  Virginia.  It  has  been  objected  lo  mv  plan, 
that,  from  the  duties  of  the  judge  of  the  district 
court,  he  should  always  be  a(  the  place  of  hold- 
ing  his  court.  The  answer  to  that  objection  Is 
readily  furnished,  by  ihefact,  that  he  does  not  now 
even  reside  at  the  place  of  holding  his  court. 
Tbe  truth  is,  that,  in  some  of  the  States,  they 
hold  their  courts  at  different  places ;  and,  besides, 
are  co-ordinate  members  of  the  circuit  court;  so 
thBt,in  giving  ibem  circuit  jurisdiciioD,  (be  only 
change  in  tbe  system  would  be,  to  deprive  them 
of  tbe  aid  of  the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Besides,  when  called  on  to  act  judicially,  tbe  ease 
being  always  on  record,  though  he  should  not  be 
present,  yet  tbe  facility  and  rapidity  of  communi- 
cation  by  mail  removes,  if  not  lime,  at  least  space, 
and,  in  effect,  gives  him  the  aiiribuie  of  ubiquity. 
It  is  objected,  ihst  the  judges  of  the  district 
court  were  appointed  with  no  view  to  the  im- 
ponant  duties  which  this  bill  devolves  upou  tbem, 
~~.d,  therefore,  that  they  are  incompetent.  In  tbe 
lirsC  place,  the  fact  is  not  true;  because  Ibey  were 
at  all  times  associate  judges  of  (he  circuit  court, 
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and  bad  bentirftue  ibe  preeiu  dntiea  lo  psrform 
thai  will  be  now  nisigcied  thera.  And,  SMODdly, 
1  deny  their  iDcompetenev ;  for,  as  Jkr  b»  ray 
kDowledge  exteodi^  whicb  1  am  free  loadmilis 
limhed  to  Vicginia,  the  geDilemaa  who  holds  that 
itaiioa  there  ranks,  in  point  of  lepatalioD,  with 
the  DioBldisliD^uished  legal  characters  in  theUni- 
tcd  States.  It  is  laid,  however,  that  it  is  too  high 
a  trust  todeTolre  on  asiogle  judge  the  cognizance 
of  erimioat  trials  inTolrjog  capital  punishmeois. 
Sir,  on  that  subject,  I  at  tessi  can  ha*e  no  appre- 
kensiOD ;  becBase,in  Virginia,  the  criminal  jatiiee 
of  the  whole  State  i*  administered  bjr  a  single 
jadgeio  each  criminal  court.  Tbi*  hat  been  <be 
ease  for  a  nnmber  of  yeata ;  and  yet  I  have  never 
tward,  in  ■  tolitar)'  instance,  of  even  a  murmur 
of  complaint  that  any  mao  has  been  improperly 
panished.  The  fact  is.  in  oriraiual  uial*  in  this 
eoantry,  ihe  judge  rather  sits  to  preieire  order 
thai}  to  Inks  pari  in  the  trial.  The  great  security 
of  inaecence,  wiihoat  meaning  any  disparage- 
ment of  the  judges,  is  lo  tw  fooad  in  the  grand 
inry  and  the  jury  of  the  rtcinage.  The  latter,  I 
i___      _..^  ihoagbi,  and  in  andoui  of  this  pla(- 


eniigbtened  press,  under  Proridence,  would  onr 
liberty  be  indebteil  for  the  immortality  of  iis  du- 
ration. Far  from  regretting  the  extinction  of 
the  cireajt  courts,  I  doubt  whether  it  will  not  be 
an  adTannge.  Yod  rid  suitors  of  the  neceauiy 
of  multiplied  appeals.  In  the  event  of  a  case  of 
great  importance,  and  of  a  doabtful  nature,  the 
unsDccessfnl  party  will  be  as  little  satisfied  with 
Ihe  judgment  of  the  eireait  court  at  of  the  dis- 
trict court.  They  will  be  content  only  with  ibe 
decision  of  the  court  of  the  last  resort ;  and  going 
through  ihecircuit  will  be  attended  with  no  other 
conrcqueaee  than  a  Iom  of  lime  and  an  aceumu- 
latioQ  of  coats.  The  very  right  to  appeal  will, 
most  generally,  supersede  the  neeestity  of  resort- 
ing to  it.  The  judge,  should  such  a  monstet  ever 
■ppear  on  our  bench,  who  would  be  otherwise 
corruptly  disposed,  would  lose  all  temptation  10 
commit  iniquity, as  the  rod  of  correction,  through 
the  right  of  appeal,  would  be  continually  bran- 
dished over  hia  bead  ;  and  a  remedy,  by  this  right, 
•t  all  [tniea  wiihia  mcb  of  the  party  aggrieved. 
Sir,  in  a  measure  so  importaot  as  this,  it  behooves 
Coitgreas  lo  advance  with  extreme  camion  and 
eireumspection.  This  scene  has  already  been 
acted  in  the  United  Stales.  The  sixteen,  by 
MID e  called  the  midniKlil  judges,  were  created 
only  10  be  destroyed.  Wbai  a  spectaola  are  we 
about  to  exhibit  lo  ibe  people  of  the  United  Siatetl 
Tour  predecessors  in  power,  some  aeveuleen  or 
ei^ieen  years  past,  made  a  similar  experimetn; 
diScriTig  in  nothing  from  ihls  except..in  estei^t  * 
and  if  this  should  olttain,  in  a  few  revolving  year 
we  need  have  no  cause  to  doubt  but  that,  iu  ibl 
regard, Ihe  lesemblance  will  becomplcte.  What 
was  ihe  result  1  The  people  spoke  out;  and, 
defiance  of  the  charge  that  the  repeal  of  the  li 
was  uncanstitn(ioQaT,an(l  in  defiance  of  the  threats 
of  one  Slate,  Delaware,  of  its  high  displeasure  at 
your  proceedings,  the  law,  aad  the  judges  with 


it,  pasMd  away.  This  took  place  in  the  com- 
mencement of  your  career,  when  you  reflecMd  the 
image  of  the  public  sentiment.  If  now  you  re- 
vive the  system  tben  so  strongly  reprobated,  and 
for  whose  destruciion  you  received  such  deserved 
commendation,  what  will  be  said  of  you  1  That 
you  were  dissatisfied,  not  with  the  law  iiseif,  aor 
yet  the  offices  which  it  created,  but  because  you 
were  excluded  from  all  participaiioa  in  the  bene- 
fits thereof. 

Although  1  readily  and  cheerTulfy  exempt  every 
gentleman  here  from  any  eucb  motive,  yet  1  an 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  apologv  can  be  aaaigncd 
for  this  capricious  and  changerol  course.  Is  it 
pretended,  sir,  that  the  business  in  these  courta 
(1  mean  the  cireuii)  bas  increased?  I  affirm, 
trom  all  that  I  have  heard,  (for  I  am  no  lawyer,) 
that  it  has  diminished.  It  is  true,  sir,  that dnrii^ 
our  restrictive  system,  when  disloyally  and  auB- 
ning  sought  to  elude  and  destroy  its  salutary 
effects,  the  busincas  of  these  courts  might  have 


this  source  of  litigation  dried  up,  and  basincaa 
everywhere  diminished,  except  in  the  Iw*  Slates 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  which  will  be  hern- 
after  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  if  thia  be  not 
a  correct  statement  of  Ihe  fact,  let  it  be  corrected 
by  those  who  arc  better  advised.  Bui,  air,  is  it 
not  a  littl«  remarkable,  when  so  great  a  changa 
as  Ibe  preseat  is  proposed,  we  haveleen  furnished 
wilh  no  official  documents  (the  dockets  of  the 
respective  courts,  for  instance)  to  ascertain  lo  na 
the  Client  of  the  business  therein  depending,  so 
(hat  we  migbi  have  something  sure  to  stand  on? 
1  am,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  contend,  till  the  coin 
Irar^  appears,  and  by  evidence  of  record,  that  the 
biisiDees  has  diminished,  with  the  «xaepiioD  alone 
of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  The  stale  of  the 
bosiaeis  there  results  from  causes  peculiar  to 
those  two  Slate*.  The  suits  depending  in  the 
courts  of  those  States,  said  lo  amount  to  several 
hundred,  result  from  eon  flic  liogland  claims.  The 
States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  of  which 
tbey  were  once  parts,  in  ihe  disposiiion  of  tbeit 
waste  lands,  permitted  a  mode  of  appropriation 
which  not  unfrequently  prodoced  from  two  to 
ten  (perhaps  more)  claims  for  the  same  portion 
of  soil — as  it  graniM  to  every  applicant  a  patent, 
if  its  emanation  were  not  coniested.  To  adjust 
these  conflioiing  claims,  is  the  great  aonree  of 
litigaiion  in  the  courts  of  those  States.  Bot, 
thanks  to  the  superior  wisdom  of  Congress,  re- 
sulting from  Ibe  experience,  and  warned  by  the 
disnsirons  consequences  of  the  course  adopied  by 
Virginia  and  North  Carolioa,  no  aneh  resull  cut 
occar  in  the  State*  whose  soil  was  disposed  of 
by  Congress.  Its  division  into  ranges,  townships, 
and  sections,  and  even  quarter  section*,  places  all 
land  claims  opon  the  fooling  of  maihemalical 
certainly,  and  exclude*  the  possibility  of  a  con- 
test between  difiereni  patentees.  How  indefen- 
sible,  therefore,  is  this  plan,  which  goes  lo  k  modi- 
ficaiiDO  of  the  whole  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States,  by  which  the  number  of  judges  is  most 
uueaaonably  increased,  when  it  is  not  preieadcd 
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titai  BD  eril  of  the  imdc  kind  eziMi  elttwbcre, 
and  whep,  bf  tbe  plan  I  propoM,  the  remedjp  m«jr 
b«  itpplicd  pracieelf  aad  exclusively  lo  Ihe  efil 
complaiaed of.  There  ii  ODecaOBideraLioD  which 
1  ciDDot  foTbear  to  advert  id,  and  which  i  tluak 
caiilied  to  some,  if  not  lo  coDsiderable  weight; 
and  (hat  is,  if,  upon  experimeDl,  the  plati  I  pro- 
pOM  should  proTc  defcoiive,  it  ma;  be  neily 
ramedied — on  the  coolrarj,  shoold  the  bill,  in  ila 
preeeoi  shape,  become  a  Uw,  although  y oa  should 
and  that  your  new  judges  ihould  bare  little  or 
nothing  lo  do,  and  thereby  become  sineeares,  yet 
tke  good  peofje  of  the  United  States  are  reiiKidi- 
leai;  for  I  know  not  by  what  ^ocess  you  are  to 
get  clear  of  them. 

la  foealioni  of  great  importance,  il  will  b«come 
us  to  recur  to  juat  priacipleB}  aad,  wfaare  doubt 
and  difficulty  »xiBl,  lo  take  the  spirit  of  the  Cod- 


I"  . 

DiKb  to  purposei  exclutiTely  international.  The 
SuUa  deaigaed  to  retain  to  ibemaelTeB  wbaierer 
wu  internal  or  municipal.  The  Federal  courts, 
in  their  juiJBdiclioD,*boidd  be  limited  to  the  just 
^irit  of  the  Consiiiuiion— to  subjects  exten»I 
or  foreign  in  Ihair  nature,  while  tha  State  courta 
should  (zerciee  ttalimilml  jnrisdictioa  upon  all 
other  lubiatrts.  I  would,  thererorc,  erect  no  fede- 
nl  court  but  what  wai  atnoluiely  iiecestary:EBch 
I  eOBtider  the  sapreme  and  district  courts— tb« 
dnoit  conris  are  not.  I  do  not  like  the  poliev  of 
ereciing  fedeiral  tribunals,  not  necessarily  called 
for,  but  whose  effect  will  be  to  draw  offtubjeclN 
of  lecialation  from  the  State  courts,  where  they 
au«hi  to  be  adjudicated. 

MThen  we  adfert  lo  (he  progress  of  the  courts 
in  the  country  to  which  we  generally  refer  for 
IcBonaof  ezpetietice,  itisBolsn  idle  a  p  pre  hens  iuo 
wa  expreu,  when  we  lay  we  are  fearful  lesl  these 
federal  tribunals  will  go  on,  gradually,  to  draw 
within  their  cognliaoee,  liy  fictions,  wbiab  they 
so  easily  glide  into,  ihe  whole  range  t>[  judicial 
authority-  The  courts  of  the  States,  being  aban- 
doned, will  be  considered  as  an  unnecessary  bar- 
d«B,  and  iheir  entire  extinction  will  bean  easy 
and  natural  dealb.  Comparing  greal  things  with 
small,  permit  me  to  say,  the  rery  eonscqueace 
a^nsE  which  lam  warning  you,  is  already  occur' 
ring  in  Vifginia.  The  couni^  eouris  in  that 
State,  were  long  the  favorite  object  of  our  pulioy. 
I  thought  them,  and  still  ikiBb  ihem,  the  best 
part  of  our  judicial  sysiem.  The  persons  who 
eoBpose  those  courts,  are  our  most  respectable 
eitieensj  they  serve  wiihoui  any  reward;  their 
motive  U  disintereaied  paiiioiiBai,  and  may,  wiih- 
ont  B  figure,  be  called  the  salt  of  the  land  ;  their 
jorisdictioD,  both  in  conmon  law  cases  and  in 
equity,  was  unlimited.  Some  few  years  since, 
however,  a  superior  court,  composed  of  one  judge 
of  the  general  court,  was  sent  to  every  couotyj 
and  I  learn, and  it  la  with  deep  regret,  thata  policy 
has  been  noiformly  pursued  since,  to  give  these 
waperior  coorta  aometbing  to  do,  by  continually 
SBcroacbing  on  the  county  eouria';  or,  by  some 
meana  or  other,  withdrawing  the  businets  from 
ifae  oonnty  courts — while  chaaoery  conrta  are  ex- 


tanding  themsdraa  in  evee  y  diraMion,  sa  as  lo 
absorb  Ihe  whole  of  iheir  equitable  jurisdietiDO. 
It  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  foreiel  the  prob- 
able result.  The  intelligeotaad  patriotic  citizen 
will  withdraw  himself  from  ao  banible  a  eitasUoa 
~BBd,iheirsothoTilyf8llingintoBnwonhy  hands, 
they  will  become  contemptible,  and  hence  tone 
all  value.  And  such,  1  fear,  will  be  (he  progress 
□f  the-  Federal  cooris  in  relation  to  the  Scala 
courts.  The  old  adage,  that  (be  big  flab  eai  the 
little  ones,  will  apply  with  as  much  force  to  the 
moral  as  the  physical  world.  In  dae,  the  resoll 
of  my  best  reflections  upon  this  in  teres  ling  sub- 
ject, IS,  (hat  we  are  bonnd  lo  reject  this  bill,  whe- 
ther we  are  governed  by  a  regard  to  ecanomr 
or  policy.  We  are  called  upon,  by  the  bill,  t» 
multiply  judges,  while  (heir  busiaess  ia  diminiah- 
ing,  except  in  a  small  portion  of  ibe  United  State*, 
where  sanses  of  b  peculiar  kind  have  existed,  but 
from  their  nature  are  transient,  and  in  so  far  U> 
violate  every  eonsideraiioo  of  economy,  which, 
in  (be  consideration  of  this  qneatioa,  is  entitled  l» 
particular  regard,  as  onr  iodiciBi  system  is  tb« 
mpat  expensive  in  the  world,  not  excepting  Baf 
land,  whose  prodi|;aliiy  is  proverbial:  it  rtsolta, 
in  part  from  our  singular  Oovnnmant— the  na- 
cassity  of  keeping  ap  two  diitiact  systems.  If  «» 
camprebeod  the  justices  of  the  peace,  tbe  judgce 
of  the  Supreme  Conrt,  of  rbe  general  court,  af 
the  Murt  m  appeals,  of  (he  jadges  in  chancery, 
in  the  States,  and  our  district  and  supreme  judges, 
ia  (he  Federal  conns,  we  may  fairly  set  down 
the  nttmber  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  ihovsBBd  per* 
aooa,  who  are  engaged  in  dispensiag  jostieelo  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Add  to  ihia,  though 
not  entirely  relevant  to  (he  question,  tiiat  we  bare 
this  day  not  less  than  three  thousand  legislators 
engaged  in  framing  laws  for  their  goveromeBt, 
and  the  host  of  Executive  officers,  from  (he  Pre- 
sident down  to  (he  lowes(  Executive  subal(erB, 
and  we  are  pteaented  with  a  namberofpsblic  of- 
ficers, that  is  truly  prodigious.  It  Is  not  only  the 
money  they  cost  us— a  subject,  however,  of  aeri- 
Dos  amouni — but  it  is  the  diversion  of  auch  a  maat 
of  intelligence  from  prod(Ktiveand  beneficial  par- 
suits,  ihai  constitutes,  with  ma,  the  greatest  ob- 
jection. To  limit  the  number  as  much  as  is  prac- 
ticable, is  therefore  desirable.  But,  in  point  of 
policy,  the  objection  to  this  bill,  in  its  present 
form,  rests  on  considerations  still  more  imporUDl  t 
it  is  protruding  (he  sphere  of  Federal  anthoritf 
so  as  to  infringe  on  that  ofrtbe  SlUea;  (he  setiflcl 
of  which  collision,  according  (o  the  aniversal  lavr 
to  which  all  human  things  are  subject,  miHl  be 
the  injury  of  the  latter,  as  being  (he  weaker.   ' 

When  Mr.  B.  had  coadnded,  the  question 
was  de(crrained  in  (be  itega(ive,  yeas  11,  nays 
23,  as  follows : 

Tiia — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Dicketaon,  Lscock,  Ma- 
coo,  Roberta,  Sanford,  SmlU,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Tbomaa, 
and  Williams  of  MississippL 

NiT^— Messrs.  Bnrrill,  Daggett,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Fromentin,  Gsillsrd,  OoldsboronRh,  Horsey,  Hnoter, 
Johnsm,  King,  Leske,  Metlen,  Monil,  Morrow,  Olia, 
Patoier,  Storer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tlriiener,  Tan  Djk^ 
and  WilUam-  -'  "" ' 
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Mr.  QoLSBBOsoDSB,  from  the  Commiciee  of 
CUiniB,  to  wbom  wu  referred  the  petition  of 
John  TrDO]L  of  New  York,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied bf  ■  resolulioo,  that  the  peiidonet 
hare  leare  to  withdraw  his  pethioo.  The  re- 
port and  resoluiioD  were  reed. 

Mr.  Oo LDaBOBODoa  pretenied  the  raeiDoiiiat 
of  tbe  Presideois  of  the  Marine  InsaraDce  Com- 
pam'ei  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  the  iio- 
provement  of  the  naTigation  of  the  riTer  Faiap- 
Ko,  and  of  the  Chesapeake  bay ;  and  the  memo- 
lial  w*3  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Man ufa date*. 

Hr.  Shitb  presented  the  petition  of  Jolin 
Baehanan,  and  Hagh  Milling,  officers  in  the 
BeToluiionarjr  war,  praying  graals  of  land  in 
the  Alabanu  Territory,  la  ilea  of  those  granted 
them  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio;  and  tbe  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Pobtic  Lands. 

The  Pbesioert  communicated  the  memorial 
bf  Benjamin  H.  liatrobe,  late  Sarveyor  of  tbe 
Public  Buildingi  in  the  Ciiy  of  Washington,  in 
Tindicaiion  of  hu  profeasional  character ;  and  the 
memorial  waa  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hr.  HuNTSH  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
iwniber  of  tbe  inkabitaali  of  Newport,  Rhode 
Uand,  praying  amendmenta  to  the  act  lo  pro- 
bibil  tbe  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States ;  and  the  memorial  waa  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
marcri  and  Maaufaeinrea,  to  wbom  the  aubject 
waa  tefcfred,  lepotted  a  bill  to  provide  relief  for 
tick  and  disabled  seamen ;  and  tbe  bill  was 
laad,  and  passed  to  the  leoond  reading. 

On  aouon  by  Mr.  L^oook,  the  Committee  on 
Peniioas,  who  wera  ioslracied  to  inqaiie  into 
the  propriety  of  granting  a  pension  to  Michael 
Baanon,  were  discharged  from  the  furihct  con- 
sideraiioQ  thereof;  and  ha  had  lear*  to  with- 
draw his  papeca. 

Mr.  Gou>aBoaoDaB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claima,  to  whom  was  referred  tha  bill,  entitled 
"An  let  for  the  leUef  of  Thomas  B.  Farisb," 
npoTled  the  same  with  an  amendment ;  which 
was  read. 

Ur.  QobtMBOSOUOB,  from  tbe  same  commit- 
tte,  to  wh«n  was  ref«n«d  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  foe  the  relief  of  Doctor  MalUom  Bait,"  rv 
ported  the  mom  with  an  araendOMnL 

Mr.  Otis  gave  notice  that  to-mvrrow  he 
Aould  ask  leare  lo  introduce  a  bill  to  extend  the 
iarisdkitOD  of  the  oireait. courts  (^  the  United 
States  to  cases  arising  tmder  the  law  relating  to 
pateaU. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled 
"An  aei  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Harper," 
reported  the  same  wilhont  amendment. 

The  PBBaiDBRT  communicated  a  tetter  from 

the  Secretary  of  War,  iiansmitiing  a  copy  of 

the  Army  Raster  of  this  dare,  foi  each  member 

of  the  Senate,  conformably  to  a  tepolution  of  the 
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Seoate,  of  De«ember  1^  1816;  and  the  lettw 
was  read. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  oi 


Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorise (hepay- 
menl,  in  certain  cases,  on  account  of  Treasury 
notes,  which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed,"  wu 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  F.  Hooker,"  was  read  tbe  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claima. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  acl 
election  of  a  delegate  from  the 
toiy  to  the  Congress  of  the  I 
extending  the  right  of  suffrage 
said  Territory,"  waa  read  the 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  E 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
Sampson  S.  King,"  was  read 
and  referred  tp  tbe  Committee 

The  Senate  proceeded  lo  ooasider  the  mnCioii 
of  the  4[b  ioilaoL  for  instracting  tbe  Committee 
on  the  Disiriei  of  Columbia  lo  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  surrounding  the  Capitol  Square 
with  a  stone  side-w«lk,  for  fool  passengers ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  motioa 
of  the  4th  instant,  for  information  respecting  the 
Military  Eslablishment  of  the  United  States: 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  lo  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  statement  of  the 
effective  force  now  eomposmg  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States:  Also,  a  sUte- 
ment  of  the  different  posts  and  garrisons,  at,  and 
within  which,  troops  are  stationed,  and  the  ac- 
tual number  of  omcers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  ptivaies,  at  each  post  and  garrison  re- 
spectively :  Also,  to  designate  in  such  statemeu. 
the  number  of  artillerisis,  and  the  number  and 
calibre  of  ordnance,  at  each  of  the  said  posts  and 
garrisons. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlw 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clarke,  a 
Purser  in  tbe  Navy  of  the  United  Stales. 

On  motioa,  by  Mr.  Stobbs,  the  resolution 
having  been  amended,  it  was  resolved  that  tbe 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reasonably  and  ooght 
to  be  granted,  and  the  Committee  of  Claims  wera 
inslructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eonnaer  the  report 
of  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  petition  of  William  Robettaon  : 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith)  the  petitioner  baa 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

On  moiion,  by  Mr.  OoLDSBOBOcaB,  the  Senatt 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  cod- 
sideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  For- 
rest j  and,  on  hii'  motion,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next,  aad 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  waa  autboiixad  W 
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ProcMdJnft. 


JuiirABT,  1816. 


ftirDUhtheflircnit' 

bid  with  ihe  papers  filsd  therewith, 

ID  evidence  in  a  suit  pending  In  said 

The  Senate  reeamed,  as  in  Coniiniliee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  contideraiion  of  Ihe  bill  to  provide 
far  Ihe  more  convenient  organization  of  Ihe 
coarts  of  the  United  Statea,  aiw  the  appoinlroent 
of  circuit  jadgea;  and, after  further  progress,  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  va- 
til  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
Ihe  Pbebidemt  or  tbb  Urited  States 
To  the  Senate  oftU  Uniitd  Statu  .- 

I  baiuinit  te  Codimm  a  procIaniatioQ,  dated  the 
SSd  of  last  montli,  of  the  CoDTsntion  made  aed  gou- 
elndad  at  Madrid,  between  the  Plenipotentiacies  «f 
Ibe  United  SUIee  and  His  Catholic  M»e«t7,  oi  '* 
lllhof  Angaet,18ffil;  the  ratifications  ef  which  . 
jnt  eidiangad  until  the  3Iit  nltimo,  togelhsi  with 
Ihe  translellon  of  a  letter  from  the  Miiiister  of  SpaT 
to  the  Secretary  of  Bute. 

JAKES  MONROE. 

WAeat>eTo>,  January  4,  1810.      ' 

The  Message  and  accompanfing  dgcumenls 
wereVead. 

The  pREaiDENT  communicate^  a  letter  from 
Ihe  Becretarr  of  the  Navf,  transmitting  fifty 
copies  of  the  Pfaval  Register  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with 
their  TesolntioQ  af  the  13ih  of  December,  1815 
and  the  letter  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conEideraiion  of  Ihe  bill  prescribing 
the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting,  and  de- 
ciding  controversies  between  two  or  more  Slates ; 
End  on  molioD,  by  Mr.  Crittbhdbh,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  waapotiponed  to, and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tharsday 

Tiie  Senate  rnomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  ec 
act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown  ;"  and  the 
bill  having'beeo' amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and  the  amendment  being 
concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  ensrossed,  and 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coQsideracioo  of  the  bill  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a 
eonstituiien  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  saeh  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
e^ual  footing  with  the  original  Slates,  together 
with  a  proposed  amendment;  and,  after  debate, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wemudat,  Jauuary  6. 

Dahiel  D.  ToMFitHB,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at- 
tended, and  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  RoBBETa  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Convention  for  promoting  the  aboli- 
tion at*  slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of 
the  African  racej  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Rdooleb  pre»nted  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying 
amendments  to  the  laws  to  prohibit  the  ippotta- 


tioa  of  alarei  into  iha  United  States ;  and  tbe 
memorial  was  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  RuaoLBS  also  presented  the  petition  of.  a 
number  of  inhabiianls  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  prEy- 
ing  an  extension  of  the  time  for  completing  tbe 


r  reasons  staled  in  the  petition ;  which  wes 
read. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBonaH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claimsjto  whom  was  referred  Ihe  petition  t^ 
Jacob  Whelzell,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution,  that  tbe  petitioner  have  lea*e  (o 
withdraw  his  petition.    The  report  and  resslD- 

The  PBEStDBNT  commnoieated  a  report  of  the 
Secretarr  of  tbe  Treasury,  made  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  S4lh  ultimo,  directing  hitn 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  information  relative  to 
the  effect  of  an  act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeitureof  lands,  of  the  18(h  of  April 
last,  upon  Iha  receipt^  lAo  liie  Treasury,  and  the 
probable  effect  by  continuing  in  force  the  ecI 
aforesaid  for  ooe  year,  with  a  certain  condftioiti 
and  the  report  was  fend. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rooolbb,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  were  insiracted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  tbe  act  of  last  session, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 
engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war;"  so  as 
to  provide  for  a  more  eenain  and  uniform  ralo 
of  taking  testimony,  and  more  effectually'  to 
guard  against  abuses  that  may  be  eoramitled 
under  the  said  act. 

Mr.  BuBBiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  tbora  effee- 
tlially  to  provide  for  the  puaishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other 
pnrposesi  reported  the  sama  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bdbrill,  from  the  same  committee,  te 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  further  to  extend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  Untied  States,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Oris  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  iatroduoe  a  bill  to  extend 
the  jurisdieiion  of  tbe  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  cases  arising  under  the  taw  relating 
to  patents  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  lo 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ciaima,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Juhn  Troop  of  New  York} 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  tbe  petilioncr  hEd 
leave  to  withdraw  his  peiiiion. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  tbe  day,  the  SeDEle 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  tbe  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  ibe  United  States, 


election  of  Represeniaiives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Babboor, 
the  funher  co  aside  rati  on  ihereol^  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill  to  provide 
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foribinioteeotiTeairalorgaDizatiDnofthecoaris 
oftheUDind  8U(M,[iDd  iheappoiDimeDtof  cir- 
eiil  jiid«a*)  Bad  the  bill  bB?iaR  been  further 
aneoded,  and  a  motioa  being  made  to  recommit 
it  with  inscraciioDs,  the  further  coniiid  era  lion 
ibeTMf  vu  pMtpoaed  ntitil  to-morrow. 

The  imendmeDi  to  the  bill,  entiiled  "An  act 
for  tho  relief  of  Frederick  Browa,"  haring  be«ii 


reported  bf  the  comiDitlee  eorrectlr  eiurosaeil. 
the  l>ill  wai  read  a  third  lime  ai  amended,  ana 
psfted. 

A  taewue  fton  (be  Houie  of  Represent! tires 
infMined  the  BeiMie  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Medi- 
cal Socletr  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  a  bill, 
atitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Provident 
AMociation  of  Glerki  in  the  ciril  Department 
of  the  QoTemment  of  the  United  Biates,  in  the 
District  of  ColBmbiai'*  a  bilL  enliiled  "An  act 
aiitbotizingiheCoti>oraiioD(^iheCii;of  Wasfa- 
iaglDB,  toopen  and  extend  certain  streets  in  tiid 
titj,  throogb  a  public  reserration  /*  and  a  bllL 
eniiited  ''An  net  to  anthorise  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Roekritle  and  Washiaglon 
Tornpike  Road  Company,  of  the  Biate  of  Marf- 
iMDd,  to  extend  and  make  their  torn^ke  road  lo, 
r  from  the  bouadarr  of  the  Ciiy  oT  Washington, 


for  ibe  distribution  of  Seyberi'a  Slatistical  An- 
nals, nod  directing  Pitkin's  Commercial  Statis- 
tic* to  tn  deposited  in  the  library  ;  in  which  bills 
and  resolution  they  request  the  cononrrence  of 
the  Senate. 

Tho  four  bitta  and  resolution  last  mentioned 
were  read,  and  sererally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

TBaHBDAT,  Jaaaary  7. 

Ifr.  OouwBOKonaB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  Higguu,  made  a  report,  aeeompaaied  by 
a  retolniion,  that  the  petitioner  hare  leare  lo 
withdraw  his  petition. 

Ur.  OoLDaaoHocsB,  from  the  same  committee, 
pnrsuant  la  insUDctions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  H.  Clark;  and  the  bill  waa  read, 
and  passed  to  the  secoid  reading. 

Hr.  QoLMaoBouoH,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  tefetred  the  bill,  eotitlod  "An  act 
for  ihe  relief  of  Daniel  Reoner  and  Nathaniel  H- 
HcBib,"  nported  the  same  with  an  amendment ; 
whMb  was  read. 

Mr.  Daqobtt  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Prout,  (rf  the  City  of  Wasbington,  praying 
pftymtnt  for  ectltin  property  in  said  city,  as 
siUed  in  the  peutioo ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
fertad  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co* 
lambia. 

Mr.  WiLLtAHB,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the 
petition  o[  filizaheih  B.  H.  Forsyib,  widow  of 
Colonel  Beajamin  Foriyib,  praying  the  exten- 
sion of  the  term  to  which  the  act  granting  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  and  orphans  oldeceascd  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  was  limited  ;  and  the  petition 


was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  o& 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BoBBiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  w«s  referred  the  bill^ntitled 
"An  act  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  virginU, 
rest  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,"  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  ibe  consideration  of  the 
eport  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
Dfactnres,  to  whom  was  inferred  the  memorial  of 
Nicholas  Brown  aad  Thomas  P.  Ires,  of  Prori- 
dence  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ;  and,  on  mo* 
Mr.  Bdbbill,  the  farther  conaideratiott 
was  postponed  nntil  Monday,  the  aSth 
iastaat. 

The  Benale  resnraed  the  consideration  of  tha 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
tcferred  the  peiitien  of  Jacob  Whetzell;  and,  ■■ 
coDoorrenee  (herewith,  the  peliltoner  had  leare  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  tesomed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Coounittee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nalhsniel  Ooddatd, 
and  others,  formerly  owners  of  the  abip  Ariadne 
and  her  cargo;  aod  the  farther  consideratloB 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee OB  Miliury  Abirs,  lo  whom  was  referred 
a  resolniioB  «f  the  2d  of  last  mooib,  directing  u 


inqoiry  into  the  expediency  of  making  pronsioB 
by  law  for  cbtbiag  the  Army  of  the  Unltwl 
States  ia  domestic  manu&ctures,  made  a  report, 


that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  provision  bj 
law  on  this  subject ;  aod  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  auihoriiiag  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  Washington,  to  open 
and  extend  certain  streets  in  said  city,  tbrough  ■ 
poUie  reserration,"  was  r«ad  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colnmbia. 

The  but,  entitled  "An  act  to  totboTJze  the 
President  and  managers  of  the  Rockrille  and 
Washtngtoa  Turnpike  Road  Company,  of  (be 
State  of  Maryland,  to  extend,  and  make  their 
inrnpike  road  to,  or  from  the  boundary  of  Ihe 
City  of  WashingtoB  in  the  Di!<triet  of  Columbia, 


conimillee,  ro  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Golumbia," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Ihe 
samecommittee,to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States,  to  coses  arising 
nnder  the  law  relating  to  patents,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  Beyber^s 
Statblicsl  Annals,  and  directiog  Pitkin's  Com- 
mercial Btaiistics  to  he  deposited  in  the  library, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOBonGH  gave  notice  that  to-moiy 
row  he  should  ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill,  sop- 
plemental  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  Ciiy  of  Washiagtoo." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
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Organixa^cn  i^tit  Court*. 


ProTideDt  AswcUlion  of  Cleika  in  the  oiril  De- 
narimem  of  the  QovetDniCDi  or  ibe  United  State*, 
IB  the  District  of  ColDmbia,"  wu  read  the  bmodiI 
time,  Bod  referred  to  the  same  committee,  10  coi 
aider  and  report  thereon. 

Sir.  MoBBow,  from  the  Committee  od  Pubti 
Laodt,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"Aa  act  aulhoriiing  the  election  of  a  delegate 
from  the  Michigan  Territory,  to  the  CoOBren 
«f  the  United  States,  and  eiteadiiiB  tiie  right  of 
■nffrage  to  the  eitizcDa  of  said  Terriiorr,"  re- 
pctfted  the  same  with  an  amendmeDl,  which  wae 
read. 

Agreeably  lo  the  order  of  the  dav,  the  Senate 
lemimed,  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
eUetstioD  of  the  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of 
eommeoeing,  prosecniiag,  and  deoiding  ooulro- 
Tcrsiea  between  two  or  more  Blates;  and  on 
notion,  by  Mr.  Bakboub,  the  farther  eonsidera- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  untU  Monday  next. 

'    ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  COURTS. 

The  SeoBie  resinned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coniidantion  of  tbo  bill  to  provide 
fat  the  more  coaTeoienl  orsanizatioa  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  apptiotmeDt 
of  eircnit judges;  and,  ' 

Od  the  qaestion  to  agree  lo  the  following  mo- 
tion submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Robbbtb  : 

*  That  &•  bil  be  reeommiltad  to  the  CMialttM 
who  reported  it,  with  itutraotions  to  ptsnde,  in  Han  ef 
fiia  pRiTirions  of  the  bill,  br  the  s^oiutmBnt  ot  tiro 
addittMul  Astriet  jodgas  in  the  Stotas  of  KeotuAy 
and  Teangssae,  who  with  the  district  jadgec,  now  in 
aomnirton,  shall  bold  the  dmdt  oonrt  in  ttose 
States,  with  the  jorisdietion  these  cowts  now  ax- 
eMise." 

Mr.  RoBEBTB  said,  that,  in  the  n>ad  temper 
(which  it  was  not  his  iBtention  to  disiorb)  that 
had  for  some  time  happily  prerailed,  he  was  at 
first  undecided  as  to  whether  he  shotdd  eveaia- 
aJly  Toie  for  the  bill  or  not.  Seeing  aroond  him 
■o  many  learned  and  experienced  juriate,  he  had 
waited  to  be  enlightened  by  them.  He  foand 
they  held  different  opinions,  and  thai  it  beeamc 
his  doty  to  decide  on  the  best  Tiew  of  the  case 
he  could  obtain.  The  ])ropoeitian  and  argument 
of  his  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babboob)  had 
opened  in  his  mind  Interesting  riewB)  and  hi» 
call  for  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  extension 
of  the  judiciary  establishment  had  not  been  re- 
sponded to  satisfitctorily  by  th«  snpporteiB  of  the 
btll.  The  propoiitioa  of  the  committee  hariag 
been  matured  to  their  sstisfaeliDB,  his  htn  reflec- 
tion had  tesniied  in  a  settled  eouTiction  that  it 
ought  not  to  paaa.  Willing,  howerer,  to  extevd 
to  others  the  indulgence  the  Congress  had  lately 
extended  to  his  own  StBie,  he  bad  felt  it  not 
enough  to  object  to  the  bill }  he  had  also  ofiered 
K  suhiliiate.  On  a  formw  day,  ihe  gentleman 
.i,..„^„s  (Mr.  Otib)  bad  iniimeied, 


from  Massachu;        , , ^ 

Ketty  distiDcily,  that  he  naderstood  the  Repub- 
an  party  to  haTO  resorted  to  all  the  measures 
they  had  condemned  io  their  nredece: 

only  that  tbey  had  not  passed  a  sedi    __   

He  was  glad  the  geBlleman  had  not  adjudged 


them  to  have  Tiolated  the  Constitntton.  He 
hoped  also  the  gentleman  would  hold  then  an- 
quitted  of  having  as  yet  saactioned  a  la<w  cieiU 
iw  a  host  of  uielesa  judges.  That  had  b^n  one 
ofthe  ibingi  which  the  gentleman's  party  stool 
charged  with,  and  one  that  had  reeeired  as  stronB 
a  stamp  of  repiobatioQ  as  the  sedition  law ;  with 
this  difference,  that  while  the  latter  had  been 
modified,  in  its  enactment,  to  disappear  with  tha 
patty  whose  measure  ii  was,  the  formu  had  bees 
repealed  after  nerbaps  one  of  the  most  copiotie 
and  elaborate  diseussioBe  anv  qneetion  ever  had 
in  Congrees.  Mr.  R.  remaiked,  he  was  obb  of 
those  who  bad  always  bellend  there  was  aa 
essential  difference  in  the  principles  of  the  two 
parties,  that  hare  long  divided  political  opiaioD 
in  oor  country.  What  was  wrong  formetlr,  oif- 
Gunutances  not  chained,  i"""  *"■  — "—  — ■' 


;;r' 


if  the  Republican  party  which  wet«.  not  en- 
tire])' consistent  with  the  tenet*  they  held.  At 
no  lime  has  a  Republican  Legislature,  or  k  Re- 
publican Bxecalire,  shown  any  wilhngnesa  to 
create  or  retain  nseless  officers.  It  was,  he  eaid, 
by  recurriog  to  this  principle,  that  he  fcll  ao 
strong  a  repugnance  to  this  bill,  insamuch  as  it 
not  only  extended,  unnecessarily,  offices,  bat  of 
such  kind  as  were  more  permanent  than  any 
others.  When  gentlemen  ha?e  been  desired  to 
~ibow  the  necessity  for  this,  and  why  the  district 
udges  may  not  hold  the  circuit  courts,  the  reply 
IBS  been  a  sort  of  admission  that  ihey  are  not 
competent,  being  cboseu  for  different  parpoae& 
Yet  these  very  Judges  ate  to  form  an  equal  part 
of  the  new  benches.  There  was,  he  knew,  aa 
impression  around  him  that  be  was  not  peoe- 
Irated  with  due  respect  for  the  jadioial  ohar- 
acier.  As  for  the  existing  jodgea,  he  thought 
them,  eollectirelr,  at  able  bm  TirtnoBt  men  aa 
we  can  reaaonably  hope  to  get.  He  could  no^ 
however,  hold  them  in  such  respect  as  to  oan^ 
tion  the  principle  on  which  they  hold  their 
offices.  The  truth  is,  the  Constitatioa  ia^  in  this 
rward.  essenliBlJy  vjeioos.  It  Is  a  principle  fal- 
sified by  the  nature  t^  omd.  A  tenure  in  oSes 
of  good  behBTtoar  ramx.  be  hdd  in  dwogatioa  of 
the  bet,  that  man  is  hable  to  frailty  and  4esar. 
Tfala  will  attend  the  jndge  as  well  as  the  repre> 
sentaiive;  and  that  CoasiJnition  is  anomoutia 
and  defective  which  does  not  provide  a  raoMdy 
for  the  evil  in  both  eases. 

The  gentlemen  favorable  to  the  Mil  admit 
the  disinol  judges  are  not  competent  to  hold 
ibe  circnii  courts,  not  so  mneh  from  their  wbdi 
of  nnrabers  as  from  their  not  having  been  se- 
lected with  a  view  to  perform  those  duties.  It 
wHI  be  obvious,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  dniiea  of 
the  district  jndgea,  as  established  by  law,  are  of 
quite  as  important  a  character  as  those  that 
would  devolve  on  them  as  circuit  jndges.  It 
will,  he  said,  be  found  to  be  a  hot,  that  we  are 
only  beginniDg  to  experience  the  enls  of  the  ten- 
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me  of  good  beharioDr.  Oar  OoTetQment  baa 
UHted  aboni  thirty  years,  and  manr  of  the  dis- 
trict JQilgea  which  ha*e  beeo  appointed  were  in 
theTiffor  ofliff^  and  are  only  now  advancing  far 
into  the  shades  of  the  evettiog :  the  inefficiency 
of  agC)  it  aeems,  is  orertaking  them ;  their  courts 
hare  fallen  into  diaesteem,  and  we  are  called 


Qentlemen  niTe  not  attenpied  to  show  there  u 
any  exigency  in  onr  jurisprudence,  except 
liogle  section  of  the  Union.  There  it  mm 
Tiotuly  be  temporary.  The  conflicting  graots  of 
land  in  Keniackyand  TenaeEsee  roust  lermioate, 
eren  by  coarse  of  time  alone,  tbousb  il  is  admit- 
ted this  remedy  would  be  entirely  intolerable. 
Hr.  R.  said  he  was  williiig  to  provide  efficient 
tribnoals  for  their  adjustmeQi:  the  motion  sub- 
nitled  would  reach  that  object.  He  was  not 
willinft  howerer,  in  doing  eo  much,  to  crei 
judges  throughout  the  Union  becaote  one  or  f 
were  wanted  in  one  section.  It  would  seem  __ 
be  aggnvating  the  evil  we  now  feel,  instead  of 
cnring  il,  the  tenure  of  office  being  as  it  is.  We 
have  no  aeenrltv  we  iball  get  better  men  than 
Iboae  who  hold  tne  distriot  eooris ;  and  they  must 
decay,  like  those  who  hare  gone  before  them. 
The  Censtiintioa  is  defective,  and  requites 
amertdment;  and  it  must  eventDally  obtain.— 
While,  howerer,  it  remains  as  it  is,  it  would 
seem  wisdom  sot  to  mnlliply  Judces  nnneces' 
■arily.  Experience  has  proTed  we  hav^  no  rem- 
edy against  frailty  in  a  jndge,  abort  of  misde- 
meanor, but  by  impeachment.  Trial  has  ptored 
tkia  almost  w<Hse  than  none.  What  we  have 
seen  ia  this  way-  was  not  rery  elroog  proof  that 
the  tenure  of  the  judge's  office  was  founded  in 
wisdom  and  truth.  An  instance  had  occurred 
where  the  judge  bad  become  so  odious  that  dif- 
ficulty occurred  in  finding  bim  a  location  for  the 
emciae  of  his  office.  There  is  certainly  diffi- 
culty, and  it  ia  almost  insunerable,  in  getting  rid 
of  a  bad  judge.  Let  us  tale  care  bow  we  make 
them  without  necessity.  "A  breath  can  make 
themP*  but  it  eauDOt  unmake  them ;  such  a  task 
wUt  require  the  vimmt  effort  of  our  Govern- 
ment. 

Il  had  been  urged  strongly,  on  a  former  day, 
that,  to  refund  a  Sat  infiicled  by  a  decision  of  a 
coorl,  wonid  attach  reproach  to  the  sanclily  of 
such  a  decision.  Having  on  many  occasions 
since  be  bad  a  seat  in  the  Senaie,  Mr.  R.  said, 
discorered  an  overweening  ditpostlion  in  some 
gentlemen  (o  sanctify  tJie  Judicial  branch  of  the 
Uoveroment— a  spirit  from  whence  he  deemed 
arose  the  erroneons  principle  of  a  tennie  in  office 
of  good  behaviour— he  was  led  to  advert  to  the 
nature  of  the  judge's  office.  It  is  a  common 
phrase  to  call  the  Judiciary  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  theOoTernment:  the  metaphor  is  too  strong. 
Burely,  gentlemen  will  not  soberly  contend  it  is 
of  equal  authority  with  the  Legislative  or  Exec- 
utive branches,  by  whom  it  is  quickened  into  life, 
governed,  snp^orted,  and  preserved.  The  notion 
of  equality  will  not  bear  the  touch  of  inquiry. 
il  was,  be  granted,  an  important  and  indepen- 
dent branch  of  the  Clovemment,  constitutionally. 


and  made  so  wisely.  But  the  bench  of  judges 
are  not  the  Judiciary.  The  judicial  power  Is  lo 
be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Caurl  and  olner  courts; 
not  in  the  judges  only,  but  in  the  judges,  jurr, 
and  other  officers.  The  judges  are  the  only  offi- 
cers who  have  a  tenure  of  office  of  ^od  hehaviourj 
and  in  this  they  were,  be  admitted,  especially 
distinguished,  for  it  forms  them  into  a  species  of 
privileged  order.  Notwithstanding  this,  how* 
ever,  aD  the  sanctity  that  art  oould  raise  around 
them  could  never  swell  ibem  into  a  comparison, 
as  to  authority,  with  the  otbw  branches  of  the 
Government.  The  nature  of  their  functions  de- 
termines their  importance.  It  is  impossible  for 
so  few  men,  however  learned,  virtaoos,  and  capa- 
ble, who  are  doomed  to  sit  in  obscurity,  to  disirt- 
bute  justice  and  administer  law,  who  are  sees 
by  few,  and  whose  afiieeted  importance  is  fell  by 
still  fewer,  to  bold  rank  with  ibe  Congress  and 
with  the  President.  Mr.  R.  inferred  tl^  feature 
of  the  Constitution  he  was  objecting  to  had  bee& 
derived  from  that  eouniiy  whence  we  had  sprang; 
which  country,  by  a  measurable  application  of 
the  rules  of  common  sense,  had  realized  many 
truths  in  the  judicial  science.  Tbey  bad  how- 
ever been  eitotiei!  from  the  abominable  heresy 
that  the  King  is  the  fountain  of  honor,  justice, 
and  power.  At  first  the  written  laws  were  ob- 
tained from  him  by  supplication  and  prayer.  He 
was  held  to  be  the  sole  dispenser  of  justice,  but, 
SB  he  had  not  the  attribute  of  ubiquity,  it  be- 
oatne  necessary  to  adjudicate  by  deputy.  These 
deputies  or  jo^^es,  being  emanations  of  royat 
authority,  shared  its  sanctity  and  partook  of  it* 
inviolability.  It  was  certainly  a  great  point  to 
dbsolve  the  dependence  of  thejnd^  on  the  King; 
and  benee  the  value  of  the  judge's  independenee, 
as  il  is  underatood  in  England.  Setting  oat  froEh 
a  vrrong  point,  it  is  not  easy  to  arrive  at  a  light 
The  English  tenure  of  judicial  office  be- 
:  a  hotribte  deformity  in  a  free  coosiitution, 
like  ours.  Those  who  preside  over  the  adminis- 
tration of  dislributive  justice  ousht  everywhere 
to  be  independent  of  every  sort  ofinfiuence  from 
the  other  branches  ef  the  Government,  except 
the  fear  of  poniabment  for  wrong  doing.  Hla- 
conduct  In  a  jndge  ought  to  be  punished  as  cer- 
tainly as  in  any  other  person.  The  only  cure  for 
evils  incident  to  such  a  state  of  ihiogs  is  to  apply 
to  it  the  corrective  principles  applied  to  the  other 
branches  of  Qovernmeni— a  periodical  limttaiion 
of  office.  In  these  free  strictures,  he  wished  to 
be  understood  as  neither  wanting  veneration  for 
the  Constitution  nor  respect  for  the  Judiciary. 
The  Constitution  had  been  amended  in  the  arti- 
cles louchiog  the  admiDislratioa  of  jastice  alrea- 
dy. Theseamendmenlswereof  vital  importance. 
While  it  proves  that  originally  it  was  imperfect, 
it  justifies  the  conclusion  that  its  ifflperfecliona 
are  not  ell  cored.  Breiy  day  adds  new  proofs 
that  the  judge's  tenure  of  office  is  most  egregi- 
ously  erroneous.  The  Constttution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btates  was  only  designed  lo  make  them  « 
oommuniiy  for  specific  general  porposes,  leaving 
10  tbe  Btates  every  allriDnie  of  local  sovereignty 
not  expressly  driegated  to  the  Geueral  OoTem- 
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nent.  Saeh  i  •cheme  most  D«ceiMrilf  compre- 
bend  B  Jndiciarj  bnocb.  The  laws  mux  be 
CDforced,  and  righEi  aritiiig  oal  of  the  genenl 
conoeroB  require  adjudioBtion.  The  jumdieiian 
of  the  United  Statea  coorta  wu  at  first  narrow, 
ja  regard  lo  the  principle  of  diitribatire  JDtlice. 
AmeDdraents  have  made  it  narrower.  It  vas 
cnce  a  faTOrite  idea  with  lome  to  make  States  a 

Sriy  in  these  courts  at  the  suits  of  indiridaali. 
1  the  first  trial  it  was  abandoned,  and  the  func- 
tions of  the  court  suspecded  while  the  suit  was 
yet  pending.  This  fact,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  repeal  of  ibe  law  of  IBOO,  proves  preiiy 
stroDely  there  hat  been  no  nndae  partiahtj'  for 
the  Federal  courts  heretofore.  It  is  not  shown, 
ajfler  the  strongest  calls  on  gentlemen,  that  the 
bill  is  necessary  from  any  existing  btuinesa.  It 
is  within  the  knowledge  ofall,  that  thereare  much 
fewer  actions  in  the  courts  of  the  maritime  States 
than  during  the  times  of  the  restrictive  system. 
That  business  is  priDcipally  disposed  of,  and  the 
only  difficulty  alleged  is  the  land  eontroveisiea 
in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  For  this,  said 
Mr.  R.,  the  resolution  makes  ample  provision, 
Qentlemeu  have  declined  attempting  to  show 
their  measure  is  founded  upon  any  busioefs  the 
courts  now  have  before  them.  What  were  the 
facts  in  the  Slate  he  in  part  represented?  Busi- 
ness  like  that  existing  in  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see,  also  existed  in  the  wesieru  section  of  Fenn- 
sylvBoia.  An  addiiional  district  court — the  judge 
baTing  circuit  court  powers — was  asked  for,  and 
the  CoDgiess  were  so  liberal  as  to  grant  the  re- 
quest, for  which  sbe  is  grateful.  The  calls  of 
justice,  we  mav  hope,  will  be  met  by  this  pro 
ion.  as  far  as  tney  were  designed  to  be.  Mr.  ». 
saia  he  felt  a  perfect  willingness  to  extend  the 
same  benefits  lo  other  Suites,  where  they  were 
needed.  A  bill  is  now  on  our  files  providing  sal- 
aries for  the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the  western 
and  the  clerk  of  the  eastern  district.  The  fees 
in  these  offices  are  those  of  the  highest  State 
courts,  and  they  have,  beside,  the  fees  for  record- 
ing copy  rights.  There  cau  be  no  question  that 
the  business  has  lemeaed.  It  has  a  strange'  ~~ 
pearaoce  to  be  providing  salaiies  fw  roBrshal 
clerks  at  the  same  time  you  are  multiplying  your 


was  in  effect  extorted  from  the  Slate  Ireasnry, 
contrary  to  the  Federal  and  State  Cod  a  ti  tut  ions. 
The  resistance  made  by  tbe  State  to  this  straoge 
decree  was  artfully  coupled  and  classed,  for  party 
purposes,  with  the  resistance  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress in  another  quarter.  This  two-fold  injury 
was  suffered  lo  pass  off  here  without  explanation ; 
but  it  sunk  deep  ioto  the  feelings  of  the  State, 
who  knows  her  duties,  and  who  will  not  easily 
''irgel  her  wrongs. 

Now,  let  us  compare  this  bill  with  that  of  1801, 
.  law  stamped  with  indelible  features  of  public 
disapprobation.  If  there  was  any  difference,  it 
—  m  favor  of  that  project.    There  was  then 
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judges.  Gvil  may  be  apprehended  from  a  too 
great  facility  in  the  Federal  courts  for  busiu" 
Every  man  who  may  be  made  a  judge  may 
be  williDg  to  exercise  the  auiboriiy  of  opening 
and  adiouraing  the  coutts,  without  any  other  dis- 
play of  power.  The  history  of  courtjksaid  Mr.  R., 
will  show  they  have  an  appetite,  like  others  in 
authority,  to  extend  their  jurisdiction.  We  see 
in  the  country  whence  we  derive  much  of  our 
foima  of  iurisprudetiee  courts,  established  for 
entirely  difiereot  objects,  have  found  means  to 
get  cognizance  of  all  kinds  of  actions,  by  the  re- 
sort to  the  most  absurd  and  monstrous  fictions, 
We  have  felt  something  like  this  in  Feansylva- 
aiaj  in  which  case  the  United  States  courts 
seemed  to  get  round  the  Conslilutioo,  which  de- 
nies to  them  the  power  of  making  a  State  a  party 
at  the  suit  of  an  individual,  by  no  very  conclu- 
live  train  of  reasoning.    By  iheii  decree,  money 


een,  there  is  now  to  be  nine  judges.  The 
was  then  thirty-two  thousand  dollars, 
now  It  IS  to  be  twenty-three  thousand  dollars  per 
year.  Then  you  had  a  bench  of  those  judges^ 
placed  00  a  rstioual  eqaalit)[ ;  now  there  is  to  be 
two  numerically,  but  one  is  to  give  judgment, 
disregarding  the  other  if  he  differs  in  opinion, 
tbeogh  he  may  be  tbe  abler  and  the  belter  raaa. 
Tbe  repeal  of  the  farmer  judiciary  law,  and  the 
abolishineot  of  ihe  judge's  office;  waa  one  of  tbe 
strongest  acts  of  legislation  which  has  appeared 
in  our  history.  It  was  solidly  based  on  tne  pub* 
lie  voice.  It  was  then  held  to  be  unneoeasary 
and  mischievous.  It  was  viewed  as  the  last  act 
of  a  system  of  measures  to  give  an  efficiency  to 
the  Government,  that  was  deemed  to  derogate 
from  and  endanger  the  rights  of  the  citizen. 
When  tbe  sentence  of  condemnation  was  aboat 
looass,  tbe  saactiiy  and  iDviolabililV'Of  the  judges 
and  his  tenure  of  office,  was  rung  through  all  Ute 
changes  to  no  purpose.  What  was  taken  then  as 
BO  wrong,  cannot  now  be  right,  circumstances 
not  changed ;  and  he  was  bold  to  say,  there  was 
no  new  necessity  for  the  measure. 

The  bill  is  recommended  as  introdocing  sym- 
metry aod  consislebcy  into  our  judicial  system; 
and  yet,  on  the  very  Iroot  of  it,  two  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  are  hung  up  as  useless  sinecures. 
It  confesses  they  will  be  useless  and  unnecessary. 
[t  is  invidious  as  to  the  judges  themselves,  though 
the  reproach  may  rest  among  the  whole,  rather 
than  on  any  two  of  them.  Oa  the  superior  bench 
there  must  tte  useless  judges^  on  that  of  the  cir- 
cail  court  there  is  no  equality  of  character,  nor 
respectability.  There  is  moch  less  irregularity 
in  the  present  systeni,  and  even  that  of  1801  was 
less  objectionable.  The  circuit  court  is  only  in- 
tended to  sit  twice  in  a  year  in  the  plan  before  as ; 
if  there  waa  really  an  aceoroulatioa  of  business, 
they  ought  to  be  required  to  sit  until  they  had 
really  disposed  of  it.  I  need  not  advert  to  tbe 
manner  the  docket  will  be  settled  in  such  a  sys- 
tem. One  court  must  follow  the  t^her  in  so 
quick  a  succession,  that,  in  sitting  twice  a  year 
only,  justicemust  be  unavoidably  delayed. 

On  tbe  other  hand,  the  proposition  submitted 
as  a  substitute  offers  an  efficient  court  in  the  only 
places  where  it  is  preteoded  there  is  any  call  for 
a  moreadeqaateadiDinistration  of  justice.  Two 
judges  only  are  required  instead  of  nine,  at  an 
annual  expense  of  five,  instead  of  more  than 


■vV7«.M 


ia» 


HISTOBY  OF  00KGBE8& 


110 


Jamdart,  1SI9. 


iwoiry-iwo  ihttOMDd  4«lhn  par  asDam.  It  eon- 
uias  no  naw  or  doablful  prineipla;  it  is  iD'exiet 
coDrormiiy  with  iboM  with  which  <re  ire  fa- 
miliarized. It  may  be  enlarged  u  ihe  calli  of 
jnslice  ahall  require.  I[  doci  reallr  wain  to  be 
all  that  it  inenniMnt  od  the  Congren  to  provide, 
and  we  may  hope  the  gentlemen  Trom  Eeninckr 
and  TennesMe  will  meet  it  in  the  spirit  il  hae 
been  proposed,  to  obtain  for  their  cooDlrj  an  ad- 
minijtnitioa  of  justice,  wiibout  sale,  denial,  delay. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  wa*  led  the  more  to  hop«  for  a 
farorable  reeeptioo  of  his  motion,  at  it  admitted 
of  prompt  application.  Ha  wonld  ask  gentlemen, 
ms  it  reasonable  to  expect  this  bill  to  pas*  in 
time  to  gire  the  President  an  opponnnily  of  a 
judicious  selection  of  the  judges?  Under  aav  ei 
eumatancesit  would  impose  on  him  a  most  ardnoi 
duly,  and  his  ambarrasaroent  must  i>e  iacreaied 
from  the  riral  pretenaiong  of  the  Statea  to  have 
Ibe  judge*.  Judge,  laid  he.  by  Ihe  Gosr 
obeerTatiooi  I  am  offering,  now  much  li 
pass  away,  before  it  eonl<l  obtain  ihe  unction  of 
both  UonseH.    If  it  pass  at  all,  it  would  sec 

me  indispensable  to  poslpoae  its  operation    

beyond  the  meetinz  of  the  Senate,  ai  the  futnre 
seaaion.  By  a  modifleation  of  the  bill,  Ita  passage 
would  be  &eilitaied  and  insured.  Themost prompt 
operation  of  it  can  be  had — selections  of  the  moat 
efficient  men  can  be  n>ade  without  difficutir.  If, 
bowever,  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate  should  aectdi 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  fee 
Borprlse  if  they  should,  afler  the  failure  of  the  m» 
lion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bab- 
BOUB,)  and  it  should  become  a  law,  be  shonld 
yield  to  the  decision,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do. 
But  in  snch  an  ereoi,  he  ihoald  feel  called  upon  to 
eiert  his  feeble  eSbrts  to  hare  the  Constiiuiion 
BO  amended  as  to  obtain  some  remedy  against  the 
bnrden  of  a  host  of  superannuated  judges. 

U«  would  greatly  prefer,  however,  to  forbear  to 
change  that  instrument  while  its  defects  were 
tolerable.  He  would  rather  see  it  as  il  was,  sb- 
uin  the  sanction  of  time,  and  he  was  not  eren 
diapoMd  to  perfect  it*  more  dnbioui  featnraa 
baalily.  If  the  unnecesaary  ineretse  of  a  descrip- 
tion of  officers,  whom  we  must  take  for  belter  or 
worse,  in  sickness  and  In  health,  ean  be  avoided, 
and  who.  when  made,  must  be  incombent  on  the 
pablic  Treasury,  in  endless  succession,  the  de- 
fiRmity  of  a  tenure  of  office  during  good  be- 
haviour, not  being  to  palpablv  felt,  may  not  so 
foon  be  eonsidered  inaapportable.  Bat,  if  a  sys- 
tem of  judicial  beopQces  is  lo  increase  without 
Dceaasity,  the  lime  will  have  arrived  when  the 
office  ought  10  be  held  by  a  less  secure  and  more 
useful  tenure;  it  will  devolve  a  duty  on  us  to  at* 
tempi  a  remedy  by  an  amendmeDi  of  iha  Con- 
alilntion. 

The  qneation  was  uken  and  determined  in  the 
n^ative,  yeas  9,  nays  99,  aa  follows : 

Tats— McBD*.  Barboai,  Didanoii,  Laeock,  Hbcob, 
Noble,  Hobaiti,  8«nl«d,  Smith,  and  Tajlor. 

Nut— Mann.  Butrill,  Ciittendan,  Sanatl,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Fai«jtfa,PrMnantin,Oaillaid,(Mdibatangli, 
Hanani,  Hanaj,  Huntar,  Johnaou,  Kin|,  Leake,  lAti- 
1«B,  Uonih  Uoirow,  Otii,  Pafaaer,  etotar,  Tait,  Tdbot, 


Hr.  RoBBBTB  having  submitted  another  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it,  with  instructions ;  the  further  eonsidei^ 
alion  thereof  waa  postponed  until  to-monow. 

Friday,  January  Q. 

Mr.  SiKFonn  presented  the  petition  of  Eli 
Hart,  praying  compensation  for  properly  det- 
troycd  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with 
Qreat  Britain  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanporo  presenied  the  memorial  of  Jo- 
seph Landon,  praying  compensation  for  property 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Briiain  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  lo  the  Coromillee  of  Claims.  . 

Mr.  SiNPORo  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Vincent  Qrant.  praying  comnensation  for  |HrDp- 
etty  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war 
with  Qreat  Briiain ;  and  the  petition  waa  read, 
and  referred  to  ibe  same  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Blihu 
Hell  Bay,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  praying  to  be  con- 
Armed  in  his  title  to  certain  tracts  of  land  in  tbt 
Alabama  Territory ;  and  the  memorial  waa  read. 

Mr.  Qoi-DBBORonaB  preaented  the  memorial  of 
John  Mason,  and  others,  praying  the  repnl  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  exempting  the  City  of  Waah- 
inglon  from  taialion  for  county  porposea;  and 
Ihe  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coat- 
the  District  of  Columbia. 


of  John  O'Conner,  praying  t_ 

confirmed  in  their  claim  to  a  oertain  tract  of  land 
on  Bu&lo  Creek  in  the  State  of  Mlatiaaippij  and 
the  peiitioD  was  read,  aad  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  Ihe  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  9ih  of  last  month,  "  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  be  requealed  lo  lay 
before  the  Senate,  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Qovernment  of  Spain,  relative  to  the  ce^ 
'  »n  of  the  Floridaa  lo  the  United  Stales,  which 
IS  not  already  been  comrauoieaied.and  whieh, 
his  opinion,  may  be  communicated  with  safety 
the  public  interest;"  and,  on  request,  Mr.  Jobm- 
aoii  had  leave  to  withdraw  the  tame,  the  object 
having  been  attained,  by  a  Iransmiasion  of  said 
irrespondenee  on  the  28lh  of  last  month. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiiiirs,  on 
the  subject  of  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United - 
Stalea  in  domestic  mannfaciote* ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
dav  next. 

Mr.  JoBRBOM,  from  the  Committee  on  FuhUe 
Landa,  to  whom  the  subject  waa  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  adjnatiog  the  claims  to  land,  and  es- 
tablishing land  officea  in  the  districts  east  of  the 
Island  of  New  Orleans  i  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  pMsed  to  the  second  reading. 
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The  bid  to  proYide  for  rick  ud  diHbled  imi 
w&a  read  the  second  time. 

Ameably  to  aotice  giren,  Mr.  Ooldsbobouoh 
takea  aod  obuiacd  Mive  to  bring  in  &  bill  sup- 
plemental to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  farther  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington ;" 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeoad 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  more  convenicDt  organiiatioQ  of  the  conrte  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  circuit 
indges,  together  wilb  the  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill  with  ioainietions ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Smith,  the  funlier  consideration  thereof  was  poat- 
poned  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clariie  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  refereed,  reported  a  bill 
supplonentair  lo  the  acts  concerning  the  coasting 
trade ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
■eeond  reading, 

Hr.  GoLDBBoaoDOB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  r^rred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Sampson  S.  King."  re- 
ported the  tame  with  an  amendmeot ;  whica  waa 
read. 

The  PwESioBXT  eommanicated  three  aeveral 
ananal  repcxts  from  the  Secretary  of  the  NsTy, 
to  wil:  eomprehending  contracts  made  by  Che 
Nary  Coaamfssioners.  showing  the  names  and 
salaries  of  clerks  employed  in  that  office,  and  on 
the  expenditure  and  application  of  moneys ;  and 
the  reports  were  respectively  read. 

Ob  moliOB  by  Mr.  Tait,  they  were  severally 
leferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affiure,  to 
eonsMer  and  report  thereon. 

The  PMaiDiMT  eommuaiaaied  a  latter  from 
Wltlian  Lambert,  transmttting  Sfty  copies  of  a 
work,  entitled  Abstracts  of  Calculations  to  ascer- 
tain the  LDngitnde  of  the  Capital,  In  the  City  of 
Washington,  from  the  Oreenwion  Observatory 
in  England,  for  the  disposition  of  the  Senate ;  and 
the  letter  was  read. 

Hr.  MosKOw,  from  the  Committee  on  PuUic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Bochaaan  and  Hogtt  Milliog,  made  a  report,  se- 
Gompanicd  by  a  resolntion,  that  the  petitioners 
bare  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition.  The  re- 
port and  resolution  were  read. 

Hr.  MoxBOW  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislaiare  of  the  Hissoari  Territory,  in  relation 
to  pre-emption  claims,  and  the  extension  of  the 
same;  and  also  the  memorial  of  Qeorge  Gill,  and 
others,  praying  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certsin 
lands;  and  the  memorials  were  respectively  re   ' 


ami  referred  to  the  Commiti 
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MONUMENT  TO  WA8H1NGT0H. 

The  Senate  then  resnmed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  amonament 
over  the  remains  of  General  Gaoian  WAaBiMfi- 
Ttm,  where  they  now  lie. 

lib.  Baxbodx  moved  that  the  bill  he  recommit- 
ted, with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  appropriating 


money  for  the  ercetioB  of  an  eqacMtiaa  statue  «f 
General  WABBiNoroif,  in  conformity  with  the 
resolation  of  Congress  of  1783. 

[This  resolution  was  passed  on  the  7ih  of  As- 
giist,  1783,and  directs  substantially  that  an  eqaea- 
trian  statue  of  bronie  be  erected  at  the  Seat  of 
Government ;  that  the  General  be  represented  in 
a  Roman  dressy  holding  a  trunoheon  in  his  right 
band,  his  bead  encirel^  by  a  laurel  wreath  ;  iSat 
the  pedestal  be  of  marble,  on  which  to  be  repre- 
sented in  relief  the  following  principal  events  of 
the  war  in  whiah  General  W.  commanded  ia 
person,  viz :  the  evacuation  of  Boston  t  the  captare 
of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton  ;  the  baiue  of  Prince- 
ton ;  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  and  the  sarrendef 
of  York.  The  resolution  directed  also  ihe  ii^ 
soriptions ;  that  it  shall  be  execoted  by  the  best 
artists,  &c.]  . 

The  motion  prodnced  a  short  debate,  and  was 
finally  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yba  b— Messrs.  Barbonr,  BartiD,  CriOtsideD,  DsfgMt, 
EatM,  Edwards,  Fersyib,  PrMaentin,  QailUrd.Oolda. 
borongh,  Horsav,  Hnnter,  Jobnson,  King,  Leake, 
Macon,  Helhsi,  Honil,  Otis,  Palour,  asnford,  Stokes, 
Stoier,  Tsit,  Talbot,  Tarlor,  Thomas,  Tidiaiot,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williaias  of  Tannessee— SO. 

Nats— HsiNa.  Lacock,  Momnv,  IToUs,  Bobcrta, 
Kog^,  and  Snilb— «. 

MoKDAT,  January  II. 

Hr.  QoLOSBOBOCOR.  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columiiia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  antboiize  the  Preai- 
dent  and  Managers  of  the  Rockville  and  Wash- 
ington Turnpike  Road  Company,  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike  road 
to,  or  from  the  houndarr  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, io  the  District  of  Columbia,  through  the  satd 
District  to  the  line  thereof,"  reported  the  same 
withoutamendmenl. 

Mr.  OoLDSBOBOBUH,  from  ihe  same  eommittea, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
lo  incorporate  the  Medical  Society  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

Mr.  GoLDaaaaouaH,  from  the  same  commKiee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
toincorporate  the  Provident  Association  of  Clerks 
in  the  civil  Department  of  the  Goverament  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  Ihe  District  of  ColumbiB," 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment;  which 

Mr.  Babbocx  called  up  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard Bland  Lee,  CommlBsioner  under  the  claims' 
law,  presented  at  the  last  session,  praying  addi- 
tional compensation  for  his  servicesi  and,  on  hie 
motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Tatlok  presented  the  petition  of  William 
N.Perry  and  Hark  Baroeit,  praying  to  be  con> 
firmed  in  their  title  toaecriain  tractof  land:  and 
the  peiitioo  was  read,  and  referred  to  Ihe  Coot- 
mittes  on  Public  Laods. 

Mr.  SAHroRD,  from  tbe  Cemiaittee  en  Com- 
merce  and  Maoufaciirres,  to  whom  was  referted 
Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  net  r^nlaiing  \ 
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m«Bts;  which  irere  read. 

Ur.  SinroBD  nbrnitted  the  feUowiog  motiiHi 
for  eooMdentioD : 

StMbtd,  Tfcmt  the  Attomej  OuenI  procnre  and 
iMf  bofore  tta  8«Mte,  at  the  commenceaeiit  of  their 
n«xt  ■nerinn.  ■eennta  bate  ef  all  eatiaea,  whieh  ma;  b« 

dependiiiK  on  ih» daj  ef ih  die  aeTara)  <b- 

triet  *nd  dranit  eowla,  aM  in  the  SaprMM  Coort  of 
the  Unitad  Stalaa ;  dUiagwUnf  Iharein,  dvil  and 
criadnal  oaNa;  aoiU  betwaen  mliMiia  of  dttferant 
Stataa ;  auib  to  which  the  Unitad  Ststaa  aae  pwtiaa, 
•tatiag  aq^aratelf  ant*  for  dntiaa ;  nifiBal  euiaaa,  and 
ewma  maoTed  bj  appeal  oi  writ  of  enoi ;  with  the 
tinaa  of  tha  oonuDaacament  tii  the  aoita,  in  the  wTenl 
cotvla ;  and  aoch  other  atateaenti  oi  explanatioikai  aa 
nwT  appear  to  him  proper,  to  ubibit  the  actual  atate 
and  amoont  of  the  buameaa  dependiag  in  the  aereial 

The  Senate  leramed  the  coDaideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Feuioos,  on  the  pe- 


Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  coosideiation  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  FiaaDC&  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Qoddard, 
and  otbera;  and  the  further  consideration  Ihervof 
wat  postponed  until  Mondar  next. 

Hr.  Oria  labmitted  ibe.ialloving  motion  for 
coiuideratioB : 

BMohti,  That  the  PraaidaM  of  Iha  Uattad  Stataa 
be  raqmrted  to  roHBiiiiiicate  to  Iha  Banata  aaj  infer- 
matiMi  in  bia  poaaeawon,  and  which,  in  liia  q^nian, 

the  aeixnre  and  deteatum  of  the  prmeitT  of  *'"*^*-" 
dtiiena,  bytha  Gorenunant  of  thaiuandof  Hajii,  and 
the  atate  of  an^  negotiatiDn  or  attanqtta  at  negotiation 
to  procure  rettitntion. 

Th«  Seutle  reanmed  the  coaiideraiioit  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
wnom  wat  referred  the  fKtition  of  John  Bnabaaaa 
utd  Hof b  MilUs( ;  and,  in  eoncarrence  therewith, 
the  peuiioners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion. 

Ur.  DAaonr  presented  the  memorial  of  a  Anm- 
ber  of  citizens  of  the  Uoited  States,  residing  at 
Hutford,  Coaneeiicnt,  praying  amradments  to 
the  acts  prohibiting  the  importaiioD  of  ilaTeeiaio 
ttia  United  Scales }  aod  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
15th  oflaat  month,  on  the  subject,  to  coniider and 
report  thereon. 

On  motion  bjr  Mr,  CaiTTiMDEii,  the  bill  pre- 
scribing tbe  mode  of  commencing,  proiecQliog, 
and  deciding  controrersiea  between  two  or  mote 
States,  was  recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

TBRBrromr  of  Alabama. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  tbe 
people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  etw- 
■titation  and  State  govexDmeni,  and  for  the  ad- 
BUssion  of  such  State  into  tbe  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  origiaal  Stntes ;  and,  •■ 


the  question  to  agree  to  tbe  following  amead- 
ment,  proposed  by  Hr.  Leake  ; 

After  the  word  "  tbe"  in  tbe  ninUi  Kne  of  tbe  see* 
and  aectiOQ,  atrika  oat  the  remainiiiK  part  of  the  ninth 
lina,  and  the  first  part  of  the  tenth  line,  to  the  word 
"  to,"  in  the  aaid  tenth  line,  and  insert :  "Cotton  Oin 
Pott,  «■  Tonb^bee  riiet ;  thence  down  the  aacM  to 
tbe  Mobile  bay ;  tbanoa,  ttuongfa  tbe  aame,  betweew 
Mobile  Pnnt  and  Danphineialaad;" 

It  WIS  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  3, 
nays  32,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Messrs.  J(dinson,  Iisaka,  and  WiHiams  d ' 


Nats — Maaars.  Barbonr,  BnnSl,  Crittenden,  Dag- 
gett, Diofceraon,  Eaton,  Epp**,  Fotrrtb,  Fromaitin, 
Gailbrd,  Horaay,  HnnlaT,  Kmg,  Ltcock,  Maooa,  Mel> 
les,  Morril,  Morrow,  Otli,  Palmer,  Boberla,  B^flea^ 
Sanfoid,  SBilh,  Stokea,  Tah,  TelbeC  Tnbr,  Thoaiaav 
TicbMir,  Tan  Dyke,  and  Wiiliaw  efTawwaaas. 

Wherenpoo,  Mr.  Leake  moved  to  strike  ont  ef 
tbe  tenth  line  of  the  second  eectioD,  tbe  wardi 
"dne  eouib,"aad  Insert,  "along  the  line  estab- 
tiahed  by  an  act  of  tbe  ANembFy  of  the  Missis* 
sjppi  Territory,  between  tbe  counties  of  Wayne, 
Qreen,  and  Jaekson,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
cDBDtiesof  Wishinglon,  Baldwin,  and  Mobile, 
on  the  other  side;"  and,  on  tbe  qneation  to  agree 
thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — jeaa 
3,  nays  SS,  as  follows : 

Tiia— MeaarS.  Leake,  WOfianu  of  Misaiarippi,  and 
WiUiams  of  Tenneaaee. 

Niis— Meaan.  Btrbonr,  Bimill.  Crittenden,  Dat- 
Cett,  DiAsfson,  Eaton,  Eppsa,  For^lh,  Pronentin, 
(hlllerd,  Hofsay,  BnnUr,  Iduean,  King,  Laeock, 
Macon,  MeUan,  HMrilj  Morrow,  NeUe.  OIh,  Fabner. 
Roberta,  Bagglaa,  Ssnfbrd,  Bnllh,  Stake*,  Tnl,  Tel- 
bo^  Taylor,  Thouaa,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendments 
being  conconed  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  le  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
GLOTHINa  THE  ARMT  IN  DOMESTIC  MAN- 
UFACTURES. 

The  Senate  cesnoied  the  eoniideration  of  the 
reporiof  the  Committee  on  Military  ASkirsjinthn 
BoUect  of  elotbiog  the  Army  of  the  United  Btaiee, 
in  domeaiie  mnnuflictures. 

Mr.  RD<Kii.Ba,  of  Ohio,  submitted  a  motton  W 
reeommit  the  report,  with  instrnotlens  "  to  repart 
a  bin  to  authorize  and  require  tbe  Secretary  at 
War,  to  supply  the  Army  of  the  United  SiaUe 
with  clothing  of  domeetic  manu&cture,  in  iU 
caees  where  the  same  can  be  procured  of  suiiable 
quality,  and  en  terms  equal  (exclusive  of  tbe  eost 
of  transportation)  to  that  of  foreign  manoraetu res." 

Mr.  Ruoouia  said  he  had  initeduccd  the  reso- 
Intion  to  recommit  the  bill,  under  tbe  firmeK 
conviction  of  its  expediency.  He  believed  itta 
time  had  arrived  when  a  measure  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  QovetRment.  It 
was  a  measore  of  national  interest  and  impor- 
tance, and  ongkt  not  to  be  longer  neglected.  He 
said  be  had  expected  the  report  of  the  committee 
would  have  bees  of  a  different  character,  and 
that  provUion  weald  have  been  made  by  law,  at 
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thH  w«noD,  Tor  clothing  tbe  ATcay  of  the  Dailed 
BiBict  in  domestic  maDafaciam.  The  report  of 
the  committee,  he  was  sorry  to  skf,  bad  Bot 
given  ibit  Tall  and  detailed  viev  of  the  subject 
wbich  bad  been  detirable — they  barely  report 


that  a  preferi 


o  domestic  man- 


St; 


s  now  ^iveo 
ofaeturei.  withoat  BbowioB  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  that  prefereoee.  A  defioite  statement, 
deiigaating  what  qnantity  of  clotbiog  was  of 
domestic,  and  what  of  foreign  manufacture,  with 
a  comparatire  riew  of  the  quality  and  prices  of 
aacb,  would  have  enabled  Ibe  senate  to  have 

Iged  with  more  correctness  on  [be  expediency 
re,  than  they  now  possibly  can  do. 
But,  Mr.  R.  said,  be  was  bo  well  conrineed  of 
tbe  capacity  of  the  mannfactarers  to  supply  the 
demanil,  nod  thai,  too,  upon  faroiable  terms, 
that  he  had  no  hesitacion  on  the  subject. 

The  obrious  policy  of  this  naiioa,  said  Mr. 
B~  is  to  rely  upon  its  own  resources,  and  become 
independent  of  all  other  nations,  in  bet  as  well 
a>  theory.  All  supplies  for  clothing  the  Army, 
and  he  said  be  would  slso  include  the  Nary, 
oagbt  to  be  the  product  of  our  own  soil  and  ia- 
dusiry.  This  coustitntes  one  item  in  the  system 
of  national  policy,  ibat  ongbt  not  to  be  over- 
looked. No  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
should  ever  be  permitted  to  pass  oat  of  the  coun- 
try, when  it  could  be  advantaseonsly  expended 
among  our  own  cilizeni,  for,  ny  so  doing,  we 
sIreDglheu  others,  and  weaken  ourselves. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  friendly  to  such  a  measure,  and  was 
desirous  of  carrving  it  into  eSecl  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, under  the  law,  at  it  now  stands.  But,  he 
slid,  if  be  was  correctly  ioforined,  a  gieaier 
quantity  of  foreign  cloths  were  now  used  in  the 
Army,  than  domestic  :  if  he  was  wtoog,  he  hoped 
the  Military  Committee  would  correct  him. 
Whatever  coarse  it  might  have  been  expedient 
heretofore  to  pursue,  he  believed  the  lime  had 
now  itrived  when  Oongress  ought  to  take  a  de- 
cisive course,  go  the  whole  leogth,  and  exclude 
every  article  of  foreign- mannfaclore  from  the 
supplies  of  the  Army.  The  measure  is  highly 
important,  and  intimately  eonoecied  with  the 
great  and  growing  interests  of  this  nation.  That 
everv  article  necessary  for  clothing  the  troops 
can  be  furnished  in  the  United  Statea,  there  re- 
mains no  doubt.  The  raw  materials  of  wool 
and  cotton  are  produced  in  great  abuadaoce.  By 
a  report  from  the  Comminary  General,  in  1814, 
it  appears,  that  the  manufac taring  establbb- 
meniH  had  pti^essed  so  rapidly,  as  to  be  abiek 
even  at  that  time,  to  furnish  every  article  of 
clothing  necessary  for  tbe  Army,  blankets  only 
excepted.  Certainly,  iheo,  they  are  now  abun- 
dantly competent  to  meet  tbe  demand,  and  it 
becomes  the  duly  of  the  nation  to  tarn  their 
attention  to  them.  Domestic  cloths  may  poni- 
Uy  bear  a  little  higher  i>tice,  but  when  iheir  su- 
perior quality  and  durability  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration, they  will  be  found  the  cheapett. 

This  subject  should  be  considered  in  a  two- 
fold point  of  view,  both  as  it  regards  the  eneonr- 
agcmtnt  of  domeatio  mannfactntes,  and  also  as 


it  relate*  to  tbe  poliey  of  the  nation,  by  provi* 
ding  in  lime  of  peace  certain  means  for  elotfaiag 
Ibe  Army  in  case  of  future  war.  If  in  peace 
you  look  to  your  tnanufactarersfor  theaecesaary 
articles  to  clothe  your  Army,  ia  war  they  wiU 
be  ready  and  competent  to  supply  yoa,  wben 
your  supplies  from  other  sources  will  be  ren- 
dered  precarious,  or  entirely  cut  aS. 

On  the  subject  of  encouragement  to  doniaatie 
mannfaeiurea,  Mr.  R.  said,  there  ought  to  be  bnt 
one  opinion.  Their  succets  ii  identified  with 
the  fntnre  glory  of  the  nation.    Our  comtaerce 


navigation,  and  wealth,  are  intimately  conneoiefl 
with  their  prosperity.  On  this  subject  the  wUI 
of  the  Legislature  had  been  twiee  aefinitety  ex- 


and  settled  rale  of  policy  for  this  nation.  The 
principle  should  then  be  followed  up  In  all  its 
beariagi.  At  the  first  session  of  the  fourteenth 
Coogresa  a  law  was  passed,  establishing  a  gene- 
ral tariff  of  dniies  on  foreign  goods  imported 
into  tbe  country.  With  the  express  view  of 
siding  the  manuracturing  establishmems,  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  imposed  on  all  cot- 
ton and  woollen  goods  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  As  a  further  expression  of  the  national 
will]  the  doty  of  Iwenly-Gve  per  oent.  was,  at 
Ibe  last  session,  made  permanent  for  four  years 
longer,  making  in  tbe  whole  seven  years.  So 
far  Congress  has  done  its  duly ;  the  measure  hu- 
met  the  wishes  snd  expectations  of  tbe  nation. 
Bui,  can  nothing  more  be  done?  Can  no  other 
benefits  be  conferred  without  prejudice  to  the 
pnblie  interest?  The  proposition  embraced  to 
the  resolution  submitted,  contemplaies  other  nd- 
vantagex,  ifaougb  it  is  admitted  not  of  a  very 
extensive  cbarseter.  It  isj  however,  strength- 
ening another  link  in  the  great  chain  of  policjr 
ihai  IS  to  elevate  the  power  and  wealth  of  this 
nation.  It  may  be  considered  more  valuable  as  a 
principle  connected  with  our  public  interest,  than 
as  a  source  of  benefit  to  the  manufacturers.  The 
Qovernmenl  makes  no  sacrifice  in  adopting  it ; 
it  only  becomes  the  customer  of  our  own  conn- 
irymen  instead  of  foreigners,  retains  the  public 
treasure  in  tbe  country,  encourages  productive 
iodasiry,  increases  the  wealth  of  the  comma- 
niiy,  and  supports  a  greater  proporiion  of  inhab- 
itants. These  are  objects  t^at  ought  not  to  be 
passed  over  without  notice  by  a  wise  Legislatnre. 
Every  nation,  in  the  management  of  its  con- 
cerns, should  adopt  a  comprehensive  system  of 
policy,  embracing  in  its  range  so^ecls  ofa  small- 
er as  Well  as  greater  interest.  Every  act  of  the 
Qovernmenl  should  contribute  towards  its  own 
prosperity  and  perpetOBIion.  The  nation,  said 
Mr.  R..  might  talk  of  its  boasted  independence, 
but  wheu  the  melancholy  fact  is  told  that  it  re- 
lies  upon  the  industry  and  skill  of  other  coun- 
tries for  clothing  to  supply  the  Army,  its  degra- 
ding dependence  is  seen  and  felt.  The  fact  is 
humiliating.  The  strong  arm  of  your  support 
and  defence  becomes  enfeebled;  protection  and 
security  are  rendered  precarious.  The  history 
of  the  last  war  furnishes  painful  evidence  of 
thesefacta.    At  the  eoBmencement  of  hostilities^ 
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the  sujon  wu  nnprepared,  and  Terr  deSoiani  m 
the  Tkriooi  arlielM  of  cloibing,  Id  eoDMtjaeiice 
of  which  great  diffiealtieB  occurred  during  ihe 
ivbole  war. 

In  tbe  Spring  of  1613,  the  present  PoBtmaaler 
OeneraL  toea  Goreraor  of  Ohio,  wai  directed 
by  the  Preiideat  of  Ibe  United  States  to  organ* 
ize  a  small  armr  of  militia,  for  the  protection  of 
the  northwestern  frpolier.  No  sooner  were  the 
oiders  inaed  by  Ihe  Goremor  than  a  sufficient 
namber  of  ihe  cilizens  of  that  Slate  rolnnteered 
their  serrices,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  ren- 
dezvonsed  at  Cincinnati.  Among  them  were 
farmen,  mechaoics,  and  ge&llemeo  of  erery  pro- 
feeiiaa.  This  little  band,  the  Tangnard  of  jronr 
armies  in  the  late  war^ai  composed  of  the  best 
blood  of  the  State.  The  zeal  and  promptituda 
vrilh  which  the  occasion  was  met,  and  the  celer- 


hKti,  destitute  of  blankets  necessary  for  the  cam- 
paign. The  stores  could  furnish  bat  a  limited 
BOpplf.  One  resource  only  was  left.  GoTernot 
Meigs,  whose  Talaabte  services  iIuriDs  the  lale 
^rai  will  ever  be  highly  appreciated  by  his  coun- 
try, made  an  appeal  to  thelibeiality  and  pairiol- 
iam  of  the  ladies  of  the  town,  to  supply  the  sol- 
diers wiih  blankets.  The  appeal  was  effectual. 
The  next  dar  seTeral  bundred  blankets  were 
furnished  by  them  to  the  Qovernor,  sufficient  to 
■apply  the  wants  of  his  army.  This  act  of 
femate  patriotism  and  derotion  to  liberty  deserves 
immortality,  and  history  ought  to  record  it  as  as 
example  for  the  benefit  of  posterity. 

Mr.  R.  said,  other  instaitces  of  soarcity  and 
distress  might  be  enumerated,  for  Ihe  want  of 
elolhing  and  blankets  during  the  late  war;  and 
the  same  calamity  will  continue  in  all  future 
wars,  unless  timely  exertions  are  made  to  obtain 
them  from  onr  own  resouroea.  The  nation  ought 
to  benefit  by  experience,  and  profit  by  past  misfor- 
tune. It  was  not  until  towards  the  close  of  tbe 
late  war  that  any  considerable  proportion  of  tbe 
clothing  of  the  Army  could  be  produced  by  onr 
own  eoonttyj  and  this  ability  to  supply  was 
owing  to  the  unparalleled  success  of  the  roann- 
&etures,  which  grew  out  of  the  war.  The  iw 
tion  was  then,  in  a  great  measure,  at  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy — that  very  enemy  with  whom  out 
gallant  soldiers  were  contending  ttinmpbaotiy 
on  the  banks  of  tbe  Niagara  and  tba  plains  of 
New  Orleans. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  when  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  or  danger  in  adopting  the  reeoiution 
under  eonslde ration.  The  number  of  mant^atr- 
tntes  in  operation,  and  the  large  amount  of  cap- 
ital invested  in  those  establishments,  will  furnish 
a  supply  far  beyond  the  present  wanis  of  tbi 
Army.  There  will  be  lomcient  competition  in 
the  market  to  insure  a  sale  at  a  low  and  reasoaa 
,  ble  price  ;  there  cttn  be  no  possible  danger  from 
a  monopoly.  Gentlemen  refer  to  the  scenes  of 
the  last  war — tell  us  of  tbe  manufacturers  de> 
roanding  and  receiving  an  unreasonable  price 
for  their  clotb-~and  any,  if  this  measue  is  adopt- 
ed, that  thia  nalion  will  ngain  be  sulyect  to  the 


same  impositioo.  Mr.  R.  said  be  was  not  dis- 
posed to  go  into  a  justification  of  their  conduct 
in  this  particular,  but  thus  much  might  be  said 
in  ibeir  favor:  they  bad  done  no  more  than 
y  class  of  society  would  have  done  in  a  sim- 
situaiiou  ;  it  was  only  the  ordinary  operation 
of  humau  nature.  The  manufacturers  converted 
a  capital,  formerly  employed  in  commerce,  whioii 
had  been  cut  up  by  embargoes,  no  n- inter  course, 
and  war,  into  those  esisblishments.  They  par- 
tially sueoceded  during  these  times,  unaided  and 
unassisted  by  the  Oovernment.  When  war  com- 
menced, the  pressure  of  circumstances  com- 
pelled the  Government  to  look  to  them  forelolh- 
ing  for  the  Army.  The  demaud  was  great,  and 
they  obtained  a  price  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
mand. Do  not  the  merchant  and  agricnlturist 
adopt  the  same  contse,  and  yield  to  the  same 
ptinciplesl  When  an  article  is  scarce  to  tbe 
market,  and  tbe  demacd  considerable,  do  they 
cot  raise  the  price  ia  proportion  to  the  exigeney, 
regardless  of  the  original  cost  of  the  article  ?  If, 
then,  ihe  merchant  sod  the  agrieoltnrisi  adopt 
precisely  tbe  same  principle,  with  respect  to  the 
sale  of  tbcir  commodities,  is  it  just  to  complain  of 
e  maoufscinrers  forfoUowiog  the  sameconrset 
Tour  Array  at  present  consists  of  tea  Ihou- 
eaad  men,  scattered  over  the  whole  extent  of 
your  frontiers.  The  expense  of  clothing  this 
army,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  is  (400,000.  This  sum  is  not 
large  iu  amount,  but  it  ia  to  be  remembered  that 
it  relates  to  the  presmt  Peace  SstablishmenL 
The  moet  favorable  time,  then,  to   commeacc 


abundant.  Congress  may  delay  thia  measare 
for  one,  two.  or  ihree  ^ears;  but  the  time  will 
soon  come  when  they  will  becompeUed  to  adopt 

Let  tbe  Senate  reoMmbei  that  this  country  ia 
not  always  to  remain  at  peace.  If  the  cloudsof 
misfortune  ahould  again  gather  round  the  natioat 
if  the  dreadful  calamities  of  war  should  beeome 
inevitable,  the  nalion,  withoni  a  prudent  fore- 
cast, without  a  timely  preparation,  would  again 
be  found  unprepared  for  the  confliel.  Your  Army 
instead  of  ten  thousand,  wootd  be  swelled  to  the 
Dumber  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men;  your 
expenditure  for  clothing,  iustead  of  9400,000  per 
annum,  would  probably  exceed  $3,000,000.  Itia 
to  prepare  for  ibese  great  eveuu,  and  targe  ex- 
penditures, Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  was  desirons  to 
commence  with  leal  and  firmnesi  in  the  pro- 
posed system. 

It  is  but  proper  to  inquire  what  has  been  the 
course  of  other  naiions  on  this  aubjeei.  What 
have  been  the  means  wfaieh  have  led  them  to 
power,  wealth,andgreatneaa1  England  fornishea 
a  promiaent  example.  It  has  been  the  steadfast 
policy  of  that  nation  not  only  to  encourage  man- 
uiactnrei  in  every  possible  shape,  bnt  also  to 
clothe  her  armies,  navies,  and  indeed  all  her  pea- 

Sle,  in  domestic  fabrics.  Edward  III.  laid  the 
tundation  of  these  principles.  Before  bis  reign 
all  the  wool  in  England,  except  a  snail  quantity 
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mann&ciated  into  coarse  ctoihE,  wa*  Eold  to  the 
Flemings,  aod  miDufaetaTed  by  them.  The 
Flvmisff*  KlnrDed  the  manufBCtured  cloth,  after 
hsTiog  Md  the  benefit  of  its  increued  valne  by 
the  manofictate.  fidward  aoon  diaeovered  the 
misUikeQ  policy  of  the  natioa,  and  ioTited  the 
Flemiih  weavers  to  settle  in  his  country.  The 
ezportatioD  of  wool  vas  prohibited ;  do  foreign 
cloth  could  be  imported,  under  pain  of  forfeiture; 
an  ordinance  wu  passed,  that  no  person  in  the 
miioQ  should  wear  foreigii  ma aofac lures,  the 
royal  ^mitf  excepted.  This  enconragemeDt,  so 
deoitlve  and  cfficoaious  ia  its  character,  gare 
new  life  and  rigor  to  prodBctiTe  industrj— pro- 
moled  individual  as  well  m  national  wealth,  aad 
nve  a  total  change  to  enterprise  tod  commerce. 
Before  the  establishmeDt  of  mannfactures,  Ibe 
Baglish  carried  on  but  little  commerce;  thejr 
owned  bni  few  ships  or  vessels ;  every  arttole'^ 
bronght  to  them  by  their  more  fortunate  and 
teiprisiiig  ueighbora.  Foreigners  gathered  all 
the  profits  utsmg  from  a  snppl^  of  their  wants. 
But,  when    Ihey  chaaged    their  policy,  what 


lightf  effecH  were  prMuced)  From  small  be- 
^iBDiiws  thef  have  become  the  most  great  and 
poweriul  nation  od  earth. 

There  ii  aaotber  coDsideiaiion  that  ought  aot 
to  be  overlooked.  The  ptcseDt  object  of  "^  ~ 
British  GavenimeDt  is  lo  render  tbasselvei 
togtther  iudepcadent  of  tb«  United  Sutea,  as 
regards  iheir  enstomarr  suppliei  of  coiieu.  This 
article  ia  the  staple  of  the  Booth.  England  at 
pnaeni  Aarnishes  a  damand  far  it,  and  that  too 
at  a  very  higb  price;  but  Euglatid  is  usiug  her 
aimoat  exertiiHH  to  obtain  her  supplies  from 
other  cDontries,  She  is  already  furaished  with 
targe  qoan titles  from  her  East  India  possessieas — 
from  BoKth  America  and  the  Weat  ladies.  Thi 


They 

dwill 


sources  of  supply  will  be  cBCOuraged  and  ejiUi- 
valed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  Thi 
are  already  ra«Idly  inereasiag  upon  us,  and 
continue  to  do  so  uatil  their  oompetitioD 
ssriotuly  afieet,  and  ftnally  destroy,  our  market 
ia  that  quarter  altogether.    If,  tbea,  this  is  t( 
abject  of  Great  Britsio,  aud  she  is  hunting  o 
new  soofees  for  the  raw  material,  with  which 
Bopplj  her  manafitctnrea,  it  beoorae*  the  imp 
rioua  dnty  of  this  Government  to  adopt  such 
policy  as  shall  eoantervail  her  regnlalions,  and 
firaish  a  market  at  home  for  the  eoitoa  of  the 
South. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  not  longer  detain  the 
SeiMte  on  thi*  subject.  The  view  he  had  taken, 
be  said,  was  a  hasty  oae,  but  he  believed  it  was 
correct.  The  operation  of  the  principle  for 
which  he  eooteaded,  woald.  be  more  extensive 
and  more  niefal  than  might  at  first  be  appre- 
hended. Sustain  yam  ■aoufaatuTes  while  yon 
have  them  in  existence,  and  suffer  them  not  to 
fall  and  perish  tbrongh  the  means  of  a  ei^d  and 
laogoid  policy.  Cherish  them  as  the  soorces  of 
your  wealth,  yoar  safety,  and  power.  The  pur- 
chase of  foreign  cloths  throws  the  balance  of 
trade  against  the  nation ;  it  is  a  growing  and 
misoaB  calamity.  iM  the  Government,  then,  as 
fu  a*  poHiUe,  bceak  down  thb  dettruelive  sys- 


tem, which  b  rendering  the  iMlion  bankrupt, 
and  destroying  its  heattbTul  energies.  Instead  of 
expending  $400,000  for  the  parchaM  of  foreign 
cloths  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  retain  it  afe 
home — place  it  in  the  hands  of  your  own  coan- 
trymeo,  and  build  up  your  own  maDufacturee. 
The  effects  will  be  beneficial — the  example  wor- 
thy of  the  nation. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Airther  coBsi4- 
eration  of  the  sabject  wu  postponed  nntil  Fridajr 


ToaaoAT,  January  13. 

Mr.  RonBHTB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Religious  Societ*  of  Friends,  in  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  part  of  Maryland, 
representing  the  eondition  of  the  Indian  tribe*, 
and  praying  for  their  improvement;  and  the  ma- 
morial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr,  RoBBSTS  presented  the  petition  of  Alex- 
ander McCormicE,  of  the  City  of  Wasbinglon^' 
praying  indemnity  for  losses  susiained  by  the 
deairueiioB  of  his  property  by  the  invading  ene- 
rov  in  August,  1614,  as  staled  in  the  petiiioQ  ; 
WDich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  EtHB  ptesenied  the  petition  of  Nathaa 
Ford,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  coia- 
pensatioR  for  property  lost  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  as  slated  in  the  petition  i 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  CBiTTSnDBif  presented  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Parkbill.  of  Kentucky,  praymg  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  a  BesTti  man,  preiued  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
whicb  WBB  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, 10  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  NoBLB  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  praying  the  extension  of  the  time  al- 
lowed for  payments  (rf  public  lands,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  whicb  wss  read. 

Hr.  Stobbb  presented  the  petition  of  John  A. 
Dbi,  a  lienieoHnt  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates,  praying  compensation  for  extra  service^ 
ae  stated  in  ine  petition ;  which  was  readj  antt 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afi'airs. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  preaeoted  the  petition  of  John 
Hasten,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  praying  the 
remission  of  penalties  by  him  innocently  in- 
curred on  tlie  importation  of  thirty-six  pan- 
cheoas  of  rum  in  the  brig  Margaret,  Captain 
Helm,  from  Porto  Rico,  in  July,  1812,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BDHBtLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  wss  recontiqilled  the  bill  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting,  ■ 
and  deciding,  controversies  between  two  or  more 
States,  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBEHTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Clark, 
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BMde  «  report,  kceoB^atad  by  «  bill  for  tbe  le- 
Uefof  John  CI«Tk ;  tnd  (he  rqmit  ud  hill  were 
mi.    Tbe  bill  psned  lo  the  Hcond  reading. 

Hr.  TioHBiiOR  aabmitied  tbe  TallowiDg  notitm 
Iw  eomideniioD: 

JUtoieed,  Thmt  Aa  Fnddwit  of  ihe  United  Butos 
be  lOqneUed  to  mhh  to  be  bid  before  the  Setute,  a 
■tatement^  ibomiag  tke  maaniTH  ttiat  han  baBii 
taken  to  ooUeet  Ihe  baluum  itated  (o  be  doe  fitsa  the 
■ererat  tnperriaen  and  eoUeeton  ^  the  oU  direct  tax 
of  tiro  millioae.  Alio,  k  Mmilar  Metement  of  thehd* 
ancee  doe  best  the  officeia  of  the  old  inteinal  rareiwe, 
and  to  diedgDate  in  nch  ■taUment  tbe  penoni  who 
h«Te  been  intnuted  with  the  collection  of  uid  deblat 
(nd  the  •nma  bj  them  reepectiTelr  collected,  and  the 
time  when  the  eeme  were  collected. 

The  bill  to  enable  ihr  people  of  the  Alabamn 
Territory  to  ferm  »  consututioB  and  State  (^v- 
erement,  and  for  ihe  admission  of.iiieh  Slate  uto 
tbe  UbIod  m  an  equal  footing  with  the  oiigiul 
Sates,  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  pte^d. 

Mr.  HoHROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lutda,  reported  a  bill  providiag  for  a  gnot  of 
land  for  the  eeat  of  gorernmeat  in  the  Stale  of 
MiMiseippi,  and  for  the  sopport  of  a  ■eminarjr  of 
learning  wiUUo  the  nid  State;  and  the  bill  wu 
read,  and  piined  to  the  cecaad  reading. 

The  Benaie  resumed  ibe  coneideratioa  of  tbe 
icpon  of  the  Committee  of  Clkiinii,  to  whom  we* 
refeh'ed  the  petition  of  Thomas  Arnold }  and 
tbe  farther  eonaideration  thereof  wae  potlponed 
until  Tueedajr  nest. 

Tbe  Seaate  resumed  tbe  ooasideration  of  Ibe 
motion  of  tbe  lllh  inslani,  for  information  touob- 
iog  onr  relaliooe  with  the  Qoveroment  of  the 
itbud  of  Hajrti ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Seaate  resumed  the  eonsideralion  of  the 
molion  of  the  11th  inilanc,  for  informaiioo  in  re- 
lation t«  Ihe  buBiDesa  depending  in  the  couria  of 
Ibe  Uuiied  Slaiea ;  end  the  lame  having  heen 
Bodified,  the  further  conaideretioo  ibsieof  was 
poalpooed  noiil  Monday  next. 

Tne  bill  for  adjasilng  (he  elaima  la  land,  and 
esiabliohiag  laud  offiees  in  tbe  diatrioia  east  of 
the  i^nnd  of  New  Orleans,  waa  read  ihe  second 
time. 


7b  Me  Senate  of  tke  VniUd  Blatti  : 

In  compUanee  with  a  teeolotiaD  of  tbe  Beuete  of 
the  bih  inatant,  loqueeting  me  "  lo  canse  to  be  laid 
befineit  a  atateaent  of  the  effiKtire  force  composing 
the  MiHtarjEstabliAment  of  the  United  Statea;  thra, 
*  statement  of  the  dtfbrent  pests  and  garrisons,  at 
and  within  wbkh  Hw^  ere  stattensd,  and  tte  aeiual 
MiBiber  of  effioeis,  aoB.coBinissianed  oSeen  and  nil- 
TsM,  st  eadt  post  and  gairison  rs^aotiTCly ;  alao, 
to  deognale  in  anch  etatamani,  the  number  of  artilter- 
iata,anil  Ae  number  and  ediifeef  ordnance,  at  eecli 
of  the  lead  paste  and  ganiseoa,"  I  traaamil  a  r^it 
ftmi  Ihe  Seoratai;  «f  War,  which,  with  the  documents 
acoeapannng  il,  contains  all  the  information  re- 
qniNd.  JAMES  MONROE. 

JtKFtni  11,  1S19. 

The  Message  and  aecompanyiug  documents 
vers  rend. 


The  bill  sapplenenial  to  (he  act,  entitled  "Au 
■el  further  lo  amend  the  charier  of  tbe  City  6f 
Washington,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  siipplemeDtary  to  the  eels  coneeniflg 
the  coestiog  trade  was  read  the  second  tune. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  en  amendtacnt 
10  the  Constiiniioa  of  the  Uoiied  States,  as  it 
reepects  the  choice  of  Klect«s  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Staiee,  and   tbe 


The  Senate  restimedj  as  in  Commltte*  of  Uie 
Whole,  tbe  coneidemtion  of  the  tnll  furtber  to 
suspeaa,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  fnfeitnre 
of  kads,  for  failure  in  eomptetiDg  the  payment 
thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noblb,  (o  Bmanl  Ibe  biU, 
by  insertinr,  after  the  word  "  States"  in  the  tenth 
line,  the  folliiwiag: 

"  And  that,  on  tbe  initalments  which  aie  or  may  be- 
oome  due  before  the  Slat  day  ef  March,  mO,  interert 
akafl  not  be  charge^  eite^  fren  Ibe  time  they  beoeae 
dne  until  paid;  bat,  in  ftUnrs  to  pay  ihe  ssU  inatel- 
nteuts,  on  the  aaid  Slat  of  Mertii,  IVO,  interest  ehsU 
be  charged  thereon,  in  conJbnni^with  the  protimons 
herstoAra  in  Stteo,  &om  Ihe  date  of  Ihe  pwchase." 

It  wes  determined  in  tbe  aq;«tir^-yeas  T, 
nayB29,asr[rilows; 

Tub — Messrs.  Edwards,  MornI,  NoUe,  Knggles, 
Tutor,  Thenma,  and  Williams  of  HianaaipiM. 

Nxn — MeaafSi  Bacbonr,  Snrrill,  Crittenden,  Dag* 
gett,  Uckemon,  Eaton,  Ponyth,  Gaillard,  GxAMm. 
odgh,  Hanson,  Hora^,  Huntee,  Johnson,  King,  La- 
oock,  Leake,  Maeon,  MeUe^  lHatitm,  Otis,  Soherts, 
Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Btorer,  Talbot,  Tichenor, 
Tan  9yk^  and  Williams  of  Tennewoe. 

And  no  ameodmeot  h&Ting  been  agreed  to,  tbe 
bill  was  repotted  to  the  House  j  and  ordered  to 
be  engtOBsed,  and  read  a  third  lime. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepKsenUtJTes 
iofarottd  Ibe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Themas 
Hall  Jervey;"  a  bill,  Mtil led  "An  act  naking 
aracopriaiions  for  the  military  sciTiee  of  tbe 
United  Slates  for  the  year  1619;"  and  alao  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  sot  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Uoes;" 
in  which  bills  they  requnt  the  eencorrenee  of 
ibe  Benaie. 

Tbe  said  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  tbe 
■eeoDd  reading. 

The  PuaisiiiTeommanieeted  a  report  of  tbe 
Conmissionen  of  the  Nary  Pension  Find,  eon- 
lainiog  atatements  in  relation  to  that  fund,  made 
in  obcdicoee  lo  the  "Act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;"  and 
tbe  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  reinmed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend,  for  a  further  term  of  fire  years, 
tbe  pensiona  heretofore  grsDied  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  officers  and  aoUiers  who  died, 
.  or  were  killed,  in  ibe  late  war ;"  and  tbe  further 
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eoDsidsrttioB  thneor  vu  postpootd  until  Tnts- 
^■tr  next. 

Tbe  ScDBte  rfmned,  tt  ia  Comiiiitiec  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDRidemion  of  the  bill,  eniilled  "An 
■et  eoDceiaing  widom  of  tb«  mililia-,"  «ad  the 
farther  couidenlion  thereof  wai  poitponcd  ud- 
til  Thunda;  oexi. 

The  Sea«t«  reinnied,  u  in  CommittM  of  the 
Whole,  (he  eoniideratioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
•at  for  the  relief  of  Samud  H.  Harper ;"  and  the 
£Dnber  eoniidcratton  thereof  vu  postponed  until 
Tbondar  oexi. 

Tha  Senate  reraned,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  theooDiideraiionof  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
■et  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Matltoro  Ball,"  lo- 
fither  with  the  amendmeiK  reported  thereto  br 
Sie  Cominiitee  of  Claim;  and  the  ameBdmeai 
banD(  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  Honae  Bmended  aeconABfly ;  and  the  amend- 
menl  being  eeaearred  ia,  it  wa>  ordered  to  be  en- 
gfONCd,  aad  lb*  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
aaiMUMt. 

OBGANIZATION  OF  THE  'CODRTS. 

The  Senate  resDmed,  ■•  in  Committee  of  (he 
Wbde,  the  eoasideraiioD  of  tbe  bill  to  proriide 
for  the  mareconrcniaiit  organizaiioit  of  the  eoHrta 
of  ibe  Uoitcd  StalM,  and  the  appoioment  of 
•ireoit  iadgee. 

Ur.  BHtTE  Skid,  the  Benaie  had  been  kind 
anoagh  to  iodnlfe  hitn  with  a  poiiponeinent  of 
this  question,  wben  itwaslaat  be/ore  tbem.  Ashe 
wae  a  member  of  ibecotiunitiee.who  reported  the 
bill  ander  coauderaiioQ,  ud  had  eoierfaiaed  a 
diSerent  opinion  from  the  other  gentlemen  on 
that  eommrttee,  as  regards  tbe  propriety  aod  ex- 
pediency of  tbia  ehaoge  la  the  judiciary  afstem 
af  the  UDiied  States,  be  wauM  beg  leare  to  offer 
some  remarks  npon  it. 

Ooe  pronrioeot  groand  apoit  which  this  change 
is  contemplated,  is  tbe  immeose  distance  which 
tome  of  ike  circuit  jndK*  have  to  travel  to  tbe 
City  of  WashiDgtoD.  This  place  is  not  coose- 
tnui  to  tbe  coorls.  They  can  as  easily  be  held 
at  a  central  point,  by  which  the  distance  tbe  sev- 
eral jadges  will  have  to  travel  can  be  better 
equalised.  Aod  he  saw  no  reason  why  they 
abould  be  confined  there,  and  compel  some  of 
yoor  jodget  to  trarel  a  ihonsaad  miles,  whilst 
Otbert  did  not  traiel  one-tenth  of  tbe  diitanee; 
and  this,  too,  whilst  much  of  yonr  wealth,  popu- 
laiion,  genius,  and  ieainiog,  were  going  from  the 
worn-out  and  sterile  Ael«  along  the  Atlantic, 
and  its  viciniiy,  in  which  Wasliioglon  itself  was 
included,  to  inhabit  and  caltirate  the  immense 
tracts  of  rich  and  prodneuve  lands  to  the  West, 
from  a  source  whence  you  may  calculsie  on  a 
considerable  portion  of  your  lawsuits  to  spring. 

Sir,  Ibe  bill  before  you  provides  for  a  supreme 
court  of  appeal,  to  consist  of  seven  judges,  until 
two  of  the  present  number  shall  go  f,S,  by  death 
or  resignation.  It  is  tbonghl  the  present  number 
is  too  unwieldy ;  that  five  are  a  more  appropriate 
number;  and  it  is  argued,  if  you  add  two  more 
to  the  present  number,  the  system  wilt  be  still 
mora  unmanageable. 


If  two  are  added  to  take  the  Western  Buiea, 
as  tbe  amendment  proposes,  alt  the  circuits  can 
be  emsilv  attended,  and  probably  seven  out  of 
nine, will  slwajrsattend  the  BupreraeCourt.  Bat, 
if  the  whole  nine  should  attend,  it  would  appear, 
lir,  that  no  unhvorable  apprchJensioni  ought  to 
be  entertained.  These  judges,  whilst  they  inAi 
their  saata  under  the  present  system,  ought  to  ba 
pTMtiealmen.  They  will  be  useful  inmnging 
together  their  aggregate  knowted^  of  the  van- 
-ns  rules  of  practice  from  the  different  Stnea, 

id  will  give  that  universality  to  the  deeisioM 
that  is  essential  to  every  rule  of  law.  Besides,  if 
anything  can  be  drawn  from  ezperienee  in  Bug- 
land,  from  whence  we  have  derived  man^  of  om 
rales  and  maxims,  we  shall  find  that  nine  la  a 
moderate  ndmber.  In  England  there  are  twelve 
judges,  all  of  whom  are  praelical  men,  atlending 
the  eircoils,  and  hearing  cause*  in  the  first  stagea, 
and  then  Btaoeiatine  together  to  hear  them  upon 
review.  And  in  all  important  cases  the  twalre 
JEtdget  sit  logetbcr.  The  last  resort  is  an  appeal 
to  lae  House  of  Lerds,aad  when  that  is  the  caav, 
in  addition  to  that  numeions  body  of  more  lb»B 
one  handred,  the  twelve  j  udees  are  osoally  called 
in  to  aid  in  the  decision.  This  accumulated  wia- 
dom  is  never  thought  onwieldy  in  that  coDDtvy. 

Mr.  8.  observed,  that  one  great  objection  to  tbe 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tir- 

Sinia,  (Mr.  Babboub,]  was  the  great  number  of 
istrict  judges,  and  their  inadequacy  to  try  fm- 
poTiant  caees.  Sir,  these  district  judges,  if  the 
diminiihing  system  had  began  there,  would  hare 
been  mneh  more  easily  reduced  than  yonr  cir- 
cuit judges.  The  former  must  either  starve  or 
resign,  and  look  for  some  other  employment,  un- 
less you  make  better  provision  for  them  than 
has  been  heretofore  done.  Some  of  the  district 
judges  are  now  doing  as  arduous  duties  as  voar 
circuit  judges,  and  receive  but  a  thouBand  or 
twelre  hundred  dollars  for  a  salary.  If  theae 
judges  are  unequal  to  the  discharge  of  their  da* 
ties,  the  earliest  possible  measures  ought  to  tte 
adopted  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  the  system  ought 
to  be  modified  so  as  to  crumble  them  away,  or 
they  ought  to  be  put  on  a  respectable  footing,  and 
men  appointed,  in  future,  of  respeetaUe  luents, 
to  whom  the  ptiblic  business  may  be  with  safety 
confided.  There  ought  lobe  no  secondary  judges. 
The  cause  of  three  hundred  dollars  is  often  as  im- 
portant to  the  parlies  litigant,  as  one  of  a  fai 
greater  amountis  to  arich  man.  What  is  Justice 
10  a  rich  tnao,  is  justice  to  a  poor  man.  Sot  tbe 
bill  now  under  consideration,  does  not  propose  ap 
abolition  of  the  district  courts;  they  ate  to  re- 
main unlonohed,  and  the  district  judges  are  to  ail 
with  the  circuit  judges;  so  that  the  eight  cir- 
cuit judges,  to  be  appointed  under  this  bill,  are  to 
be  in  addition  to  all  the  judges,  both  district  and 
supreme,  now  existing,  and  no  provision  made 
for  lessening  ihe  number  of  district  judges  in  fu- 
ture. The  more  simple  a  judiciary  system  is, 
the  greater  are  the  cbances  for  jusiici,  and  the 
more  hope  of  purity  in  the  system. 

Mr.  8.  said,  we  had  beard  that  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  were  now  advancing  ia  life. 
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■nd  oaght  to  be  reliered  from  the  doties  of  the 
cireiril,  and  left  to  the  moie  Importaat  daiiea  ia 
ibe  lopreme  conrl  of  appealg.  He  h*d  himeelf 
ereiT  possible  reipectfor  the  judges,  and,  if  it  ap- 
prared  ihat  higher  salanes  were  Dcceesarjr,  let 
them  hkre  it.  Bat,  heretofore,  they  had  do^ ronad 
to  eomplaio.  The  Mlarjr  had  been  considered, 
aniil  very  latelf,  an  adequate  compenaatioD.  It 
'  vaa  eo  much  so,  that,  whenerer  a  racancf  hap- 
pened, there  were  immediaie  applicatioDs,  and  a 
competition  for  iL  There  was  a  time  when  na- 
ture pointed  to  repose;  and  it  was  not  to  be 
doabted,  unleaa  in  rare  cHset,  that,  when  the  hodf 
fails,  from  age  and  iafinuiiy,  the  mind  becomes 
tfafeeMfd  too ;  and  yon  bare  no  other  mode  to 
teal  this  principle,  but  by  that  active  course  which 
fosrjiidgca  were  <Migti  to  porsoe  ander  the  pre- 
eeot  Bjstem.    If  yon  ait  them  down  at  their 


in  the  decline  of  life,  they  will  soon  rorset  the 
mximsof  law,  if  they  should  not  the  grand 
eipleaof  JDsiice.    And  ihemazimiofL 
)._  - I .  I ■.: I 


law,  and  must  be  retained  by  a  judge,  if  you  ex- 
peel  to  ktep  the  loles  of  law  equal  and  peima- 

Snppoae  a  judge  becomee  •uperannnated;  if 
you  t«ke  him  freai  hie  labors  he  has  nothing  to 
admouiab  him  to  retire.  He,  most  probably,  will 
be  (he  lastmsu  to  feet  the  imbecility  of  his  mind} 
and  how  are  yon  to  get  rid  of  him  7  Tou  bare 
already  had  aome  experience  of  this  sort.  One 
of  your  judges  became  insane,  and  you  had  no 
aliernatiTe  ODI  to  impeach  him.  Bome  of  the 
States  have  bad  experience  of  this  sort  likewise, 
and  have  been  tortured  for  expedients  to  relieve 
themselves  from  the  iofiroiiiiei  of  age  and  im- 
beeiliiy. 

The  Senate  has  beard  complaints  from  no  quar- 
m  but  the  Western  States.  The  relief  offered 
by  the  amendment  will  be  fully  sufficient  to  put 
them  on  an  equal  fooling  with  Ibe  other  States. 
This  relief  to  toe  snpreme  Judges  was  6rst  brought 
into  view  by  Mr.  President  Madison,  in  his  Mes- 
■tge  to  the  last  Congress  do  ring  bis  administra- 
tion. With  every  regard  for  the  great  political 
information  and  experience  of  that  venerable  pa- 
triot, ii  is  to  be  recollected  be  was  not  a  practical 
la*yer.  Borne  down,  bimtetf,  by  the  fatigues 
aad  duties  of  a  life  devoted  to  the  puMic  service, 
and  languishing  for  retirement,  be  seems  to  have 
transferred  bis  feelings  to  the'  judges.  Such  a 
sympathy  was  natural,  especially  in  the  halcyon 
days  of  his  Administration.  But  the  life  of  a 
jud^e  is  a  life  of  labor;  it  is  the  eharaccer  of  the 
station;  and  whenever  he  becomes  unfit  to  bear 
the  labors,  he  becomes  unfit  to  dischariie  the  bigfa 
duties  attached  to  ii.  The  Slate  of  New  York 
has  gt'en  us  a  valuable  tessoo  on  this  subject.  It 
has  Umited  the  tenure  of  office  to  sixty  yeare.  At 
lhat  age  a  judge  is  compelled  to  retire.  Look  at 
tbeit  decisions,  as  given  lo  ni  in  their  books  of 
report;  they  are  inferior  lo  none  in  this  country, 
or  fterhsps  any  other  in  the  world.  They  are  the 
frutls  of  vigorous  minds  not  yet  impaired  by  age 
and  infirmity. 

Sir,  in  a  country  like  this,  it  is  of  some  iropor- 
lance  that  yoni' judges  should  ride  the  circuits, 


not  only  to  become  practically  aequinted  wiib 
the  different  rnlea  lhat  soTern  ibe  decisions  iit 
the  difierent  States  of  tba  nniao,  bat  that  thejr 
may  not  forget  the  genius  and  temper  of  their 
govemmeoL  Ado^t  the  system  now  before  vou, 
aad  vonr  supreme  judges  will  be  completely  clola- 
tered  within  the  City  of  Washington,  and  their 
decisions, instead  of  emanaliag  from  enlarged  and 
liberalized  minda,  will  aisaue  a  eevere  and  local 
character.    This  will  not  apply  to  the  hooorat^ 


The  increased  duties  which  are  intended  to  be 
imposed  on  the  circuit  judges,  to  be  appointed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  will  in  nowise 
Tender  the  station  of  a  cirsuit  juage  less  laborious 
than  what  lalU  to  the  lot  of  each  of  the  present 
circuits,  including  their  travels  to  Wash iog ton, 
and  duties  there.  Only  take  aviewof  tfatpreaaat 
circuits,  ai^d  compare  them  with  ibote  that  are  to 
be  subeiituted,  and  the  thing  will  be  maaifeat. 
So  it  is  only  enlarging  the  number  of  yonr  judges, 
without  diminishing  the  duties  in  the  aame  pro- 
portion ;  and  ibis  is  contrived  by  associating  the 
district  judges,  who  have  heretofore  given  gea- 
eral  satisfaction  alobe,  with  the  circuit  judges 
now  to  be  created  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  now  examine  into  tha 
present  system,  and  see  if  it  employed  the  iudgee 
asconsiantly  as  had  been  alle^.  The  judges 
had  made  no  representation  of  overgrown  docluts 
from  any  of  the  Atlantic  States.  It  bas  been 
represented  by  the  gentlemen  from  the  Weatent 
States,  that  they  muai  have  another  judge  there, 
and  two  are  offered  tbem  by  the  amendment. 
No  data  bad  been  given  upon  which  you  would 
ground  a  supposiiioa  that  the  business  had  re- 
cently increased.  He  bad  hoped  lhat  the  resolu- 
tion offered  a  few  days  ago,  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York.  (Mr.  Sakfobd,} 
would  have  superseded  the  bill,  for  the  present  at 
least.  The  object  of  lhat  resolution  was  to  ob* 
tain,  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  an  offi- 
cial return  from  all  the  circuit  courts  in  the 
United  States  of  the  number  and  character  of  the 
causes  depending  in  each.  This  would  satisfac- 
torily show  the  necessity  or  impropriety  of  aa 
augmentation  of  your  judges.  If  the  state  of 
the  business  of  the  courts  did  pot  require  il, 
it  would  certainly  be  aa  incaotiou*   policy  to 

There  was  one  evidence,  that  there  was  no 
great  pressure  of  business,  given  by  the  judgM 
themielrei.  One  of  them  had  turned  historian, 
and  had  written  the  history  of  his  country  in  five 
large  volumes,  which  would  redound  lo  his  im- 
perishable honor,  and  the  unspeakable  advantage 
of  his  countrymen,  it  now  adorned  the  library 
of  every  man  of  science.  It  is  said  that  Qibboo, 
the  celebrated  historien,  was  incessantly  engaged 
for  twenty  years  in  writiog  the  history  of  the  de- 
cline and  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  which  is  but 
a  little  larger  than  this.  Surely,  then,  the  honor- 
able judge  could  not  have  been  oppressed  by  the 
duties  of  his  office,  or  be  could  nerer^have  found 
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But,  sir,  10  come  down  to  iho  piCMOt  tint,  ve 
fiod  the  nme  eridotci  «ziaiiDt  oow.  Il  ia  not  « 
uciei  in  tbe  litcniry  world,  that  anollier  booort- 
Ue  gcDilemaD  of  the  Sapreme  Court  is  now  en- 

Eged  in  colleeliog  mntcrisls  for,  and  wrilJDs  the 
uory  of,  tbe  late  Q«aeral  Qreeae.  This  is  noi 
mentioDCd  ai  anyhow  ohjeetiooable  on  iha  part 
of  these  geotlemen  ;  bat,  if  they  bare  lime  to  in- 
dulfe  in  «nch  eztensire  works  of  geDiusand  tule, 
it  was  an  uaqaalifled  proof  that  ihay  bad  mncb 
Jeiattre  from  tbeir  prolessioDal  dutiM. 

If  he  could  be  permitled  to  compare  the  State 
courts  to  the  sopreeae  caarU  of  the  United  States, 
hewonid  like  the  liberty  lo  mention  ibe  judiciary 
of  New  York.  In  ibat  ezteDiire  State,  ibey  had 
nbont  giziy  eiretiic  courts.  They  bad  but  five 
jadKes  to  do  the  duties  in  these  courts.  Tbe 
riding  of  the  judges  was  as  ezlenslTe  as  that  of 
any  of  your  Kupteme  jadges.  You  hare  one  court 
«f  appeal  in  the  year  ;  the  judges  of  New  York 
hold  two  courts  of  appeals  m  the  year.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  they  formed  a  committee  of  rerision, 
and,  in  that  character,  had  to  attend  a  long  ses- 
slen  of  their  Le^slalure  erery  year,  and  inspect 
^i  their  bills  before  they  passed  into  laws.    In 


The  honorable  genilemau  from  Maasschiuetts 
(Mr.  Otis)  was  a  member  of  that  Congress  which 
passed  the  act  in  ISOl,  modifying  your  judiciary 
pretty  much  after  tbe  manner  of  the  one  under 
consideration.  That  was  ^  little  more  enlarged 
than  this.  It  was  then  urged  that  there  was  an 
imperious  necessity  to  augment  your  judgee, 
wbicb  was  done  to  the  number  of  sixteen.  This 
was  under  the  AdmiQiittation  of  Mr.  President 
Adams.  Before  the  next  succeeding  session  of 
Congress  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  office,  and  he 
procured  an  official  statement  from  all  the  cQnns 
in  the  United  States,  of  alt  the  causes,  of  every 
description,  which  had  been  commenced  or  pros- 
ecuted from  the  commencement  of  tbe  Qoretn- 
menl  up  to  November,  1601,  including  eleTea 
years.  The  whole  of  the  causes,  criminal,  civil, 
and  equitable,  in  all  that  time,  did  not  amount  to 
nine  thousand.  And  the  number  of  suits  com- 
menced in  tbe  District  of  Maine  during  that 
eleven  years  was  only  nine,  and  but  three  of 
them  remained  undisposed  of.  Sixteen  additional 
circuit  judges  were  appointed  to  aid  in  thi 
;jr  work.    '*       -■        "■        - 
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More  than  four  thousand  causes 


have  appeared  on  the  docket,  at  one  court,  in  the 
city  of  Charleston,  which  ia  half  the  i^imbet  that 
were  in  all  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales  for 
eleven  years;  and  the  judges  of  the  Slate. of 
South  Carolina  bad  twenty-seven  circuit  courts 
to  attend  besides  Charleston.  This  is  a  fair  com- 
parison of  labor.  Howevei,  the  succeeding  Con- 
gress, after  a  protracted  and  warm  debate,  re- 
pealed the  law,  and  tbe  new  created  judges  sunk 
with  it.  The  same  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
O.)  has  shown  an  equal  zeal  upon  this  occasion ; 
and  there  is  little  question  bni  that  he  is  aa  mncb 


mistaken  in  his  calculatioos  now  as  he  ma  than, 
if  he  bad  the  same  means  to  test  i(. 

There  was  much  [wrijr  spirit  displayed  in  tbe 
appointment  of  the  judges,  which  have  been  so 
emphaticollyealled  Mr.  Adams's  midnight  judges. 
H^  appointed  them  in  the  last  hours  of  his  Ad- 
minisiiation,  and  (he  whole  sixteen  of  them  were 
FederaL  As  this  office  had  been  created,  and  as 
no  member  of  Congress  could  be  appointed  to 
office  who  had  been  a  member  at  (he  lime  of  its 
enaction,  such  gentlemen  as  wanted  to  go  from 
Congress  to  a  seal  to  the  courts  were  nominated 
to  be  district  judges,  as  that  office  had  been  cre- 
ated before,  and  the  district  judgee  which  they 
were  appointed  to  succeed  were  promoted  to  cir- 
cuit judges.  Some  of  those  would  not  accept 
the  promotion,  and  the  offices  to  which  Hmj  hu 
been  appointed  became  vacant,  of  course,  and 
were  filled  by  appointments  made  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son i  among  which  tkere  was  not  ooe  but  what 
was  of  the  opposite  politics.  When  this  system 
was  abrogated,  seme  of  tbe  circuit  judges,  ifito 
lost  their  offices,  did  npt  hesitate  to  accept  of  (he 
appointment  of  district  judge3,and  have  held  the 
office  ever  since.  This  at  leut  prove*  that  all 
your  district  judges  were  not  appointed  from 
men  of  inferior  lejfal  learning. 

Mr.  S.  said  it  was  worth  while  to  take  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  this  subject,  and  to  examine  if 
there  were  not  very  strong  reasons  to  conclado 
that  your  United  States  coorti,  and  eepecially 
those  to  which  you  were  about  to  give  such  an 
increase  of  judges,  could  never  have  a  great  dc«l 
of  business.  By  tbe  Constitution,  (heir  jurisdic- 
tion is  very  limited,  except  in  maritime  and  ad- 
miralty cases  1  and  these  were  by  law  exclusively 
given  to  tbe  district  courts.  The  dis(ric(  coorts 
also  take  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  ofiences, 
where  no  other  punishment  than  whipping,  iwt 
exceeding  thirty  lashes,  is  inflicted,  or  where  Ibe 
Soe  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars;  or 
where  tbe  piinishment  is  by  imprisonment,  not 
exceeding  six  months.  This  diminishes  down 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  coart^  in  criminal 
cases,  to  a  mere  shadow.  The  disiiici  eoarta 
have  likewise  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all 
cases  of  seizores  by  land  or  on  rivers.  Aiul  tbn 
diitric(  courts  have  concurrent  jnrisd  let  ion  in  al- 
most every  o(ber  cas^onder  the  limited  jnrbdic- 
tion  given  by  (he  Constitution  to  the  United 
Slates  courts. 

In  addition  to  this,  tbe  Congress  have  cooda- 
scended  to  give  by  law  to  the  county  and  SlaM 
courts,  established  by  the  State  authorities,  onlf 
aconcaneot  jurisdiction  in  all  oases  for  taxes, 
for  duties,  for  fines,  for  penalti»  and  ibr  forfeit- 
ures; and  that  to  any  amount.  This  wottid  show 
that  in  this  great  division  and  distribatioo  of  ja- 
risdiction,  there  is  but  very  little  left  for  the  cir- 
cuit courts.  Besides,  in  all  cases  of  common  law, 
and  there  aie  very  few  of  any  other  character  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  courts  under 
State  authority  bave  jurisdiction  likewise  ;  and 
very  many  who  might  bring  their  suits  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  Slates,  prefer  the  State 
courts.     There  is  every  reason  for  doing  so. 
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That  ii  geaerally  m  ttrltsr  dccwioB ;  a»d.  nai- 
wiihtuodiDg  the  dixiaguiihed  talenti  eniplored 
u  the  Uoited  Shim  courts,  ifacre  ie,  perbkpt,  u 
much  in  many  oftbeSiaie  coutib.  Two  onbe 
(•Dtlemin  Ibat  now  fill  yonr  Saprcnie  Court 
weie  taken  from  the  8[ate  court*,' one  from  South 
Caroliaa  tnd  ibe  other  from  N«w  York.  There 
K*  manj  ellier  ioMaoeei.  Judge  Rnile<l|e,  who 
Wat  inlerior  U)  do  a»a  io  legal  laleDte,  wa>  lakea 
from  ibe  Stale  coarts  of  South  Carolina  by  Pree- 
ident  W«sfaiD|loD,  and  appointed  Chief  Juailea 
o/lbe  United  Slates,  His  appoiatmcDl  was  ooi 
ooftGrmed  by  the  Senate,  it  wia  troa^  bat  it  wu 
nid  to  ba  oa  aeooont  of  sone  political  feelings 
that  KMiiflg  from  his  oppotitiso  to  the  Treaty 
with  Or«at  Britaia.  But  ha  was,  aevaibelassj  a 
gnat  taas,  and  cqaal  to  the  disebargeof  the  dutie* 
of  ibal  high  appoint  meat. 

Mr.  8.  wiJ,  indepaadaat  of  all  ihese  incoatro- 
raitible  facts,  there  were  other  strcmg  dicBB- 
AaDcea  to  indnee  a  belief  that  tha  cause*  fw  tiii- 
gaiioa  ware  deareaaiag.  aikd  with  t hem  litigation 
uaetf.  In  all  tM  old  aiaica  aloiast  all  ibe  tiika 
to  lands  were  &ow  put  bejrand  doaU.  They  have 
either  been  aetited  in  a  legal  way,  or  the  patties 
bava  bacone  moie  ciroiuBspeel  as.  regards  their 
laa4  litleo,  as  thai  property  has  iooieated  in  valoct 
Iw  iba  Mw  SMtet,  and  the  Territories  aow  sel- 
Umg,  the  line*  were  id  ^liaeily  marked  that 
itvy  ware  Tuible  lo  every  omd  who  ro4e  llmiugk 
the  woods.  And  aoelaabiDg  titles  could  aoear, 
aa  they  were  derived  by  a  tale  immediately  from 
the  umMal  Oovernraem,  and  did  net  d^ad 
upon  tlia«)d  iwacticCj  of  erarjr  man  0oing  into 
Ibe  woods  and  snrTcytng  for  buMelf )  and  often- 
liiMa  two  or  tbrea  autreyiog  tha  tame  tract. 
Ton  Iftw*  ara  all  refealed  Ihaiimpotedinlcrnal 
lazca  aid  dntita.  No  oantMcnn  atite  from  that 
■ourec. 

But,  tir,  there  it  another  eawa  more  powerful 
•till,  nu  which  in  tbe  moat  ot  cases  on  eoniMct, 
and  espacially  in  all  the  cities  and  towns,  and 
many  other  placet,  has  almost  superaaded  the 
emirtt  «f  law.  It  ie  the  hanltt.  They  are  tor- 
creign.  Tbeir  laaguage  is  the  laognafeV  caergf^. 
Althoogh  they  »«•  Tet^liiilc  abow  paying  their 
own  deMa,  and  whcB  it  beeomoa  neeettary  tbey 
tiHpead  poytneate  im  tpeoie,^Bnd  itobody  lo  tay 
them  nay,  yei^  the  very  moaeiit  the  day  of  i^wee 
ia  past,  ihey  teitd  the  paper  of  the  bnt  man  is 
the  eonanwiity  to  a  notaxy  puUie}  it  it.  th«ie 
protetwd  ia  HMemn  form,  bm  he  It  bo  fait  boaad 
aa  if  he  wu  tiaatiied  by  b  tpaar.  Tkia  it  mw 
tha  nmUnm  (hioogh  whioh  laeiahaBU  acdlaat 
theit  debit.  Thay  eaoaat  wait  iba  ocdinary  pto- 
•aaa  of  law,  aad  snbait  to  tite  dootriao  o£  unpar' 
bBce,a  term  derived  from  l*a  Bofiptitrei.  This 
weoid  produce  delay.  The  eommoi  law  eouiae 
la  tediont  ihrooghoai.  It  is  not  so  ia  the  faaoke  t 
oyaryihing  mntt  yield  lo  them.  There  ia  oo 
BOTc  crnMl  given  to  a  nwclmi,  Mcebania,  or 
any  other  person  who  comet  within  their  epherft 
if  he  it  behind  with  the  bank.  He  it  poioied 
eat— be  bat  Jailed  1  To  avoid  this  dire  oalami- 
1^,  everything  mutt  ^ive  way.  The  debtor  sdb 
hie  beds,  hie  plate;  hit  goodt  ue  rolled  offlo  the 
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vendoea,  "  and  most  be  teld  ponlively."  Prom 
all  these  contidcraiions,  he  said,  he  thoald  vote 
for  the  ainendmeal,  because  ii  prssenied  to  hk 
view  the  most  eligible  alternative. 

Mr.  Laoook  said,  that  be  rose  lo  ofier  hit  ob- 
jeetioas  on  the  bill  before  the  Beaate  ander  oiv 
camsianoea  peeatiarly  embarrassing  and  discoar- 
eging.  Tbe  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  compostd  of  genllemen  of  the  first 
legal  islentB  in  the  Senate,  pet  baps  in  the  Unioa. 
Por  himself  be  boasted  of  no  such  taleatt;  ha 
attamed  not  the  character  of  a  lnw]r"i  he  had 
generally  acqaieseed  io  questions  of  minor  im- 
poriBBce  and  mere  judieial  r<^nlatiot),  in  the 
opinion  of  those  whose  pwvailt  in  life  gave  ttien 
a  better  opporluaity  of  judging  than  himaelt 
Bat  Ibis  was  a  very  different  queation.  It  pM^ 
posed  a  new  organization  and  modifieatian  o( 
the  jndieiai  powera  of  the  Goverumeat,  that  vi- 
uUy  aSecied  the  interest  of  the  naiian.  He 
tbaiafore  ibeaght  it  his  duty  not  to  give  a  tilcBt 
vole  on  the  oocaaion,  and  ne^cd  the  iadolgeQl 
ear  of  the  Beaate  while  ha  BtMiupted  to  poiM 
OBI  what  appeared  to  him  radical  defeou  in  the 
system  proposed. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  objocicd  M  the  bill,  in  the  flrat 
plaae,  bceaute,  inilead  of  streagtbeniDg  tho  benoli 
o(  tho  Suprame  Court  o£  the  United  Smtea  il 
weakened  it,  la  the  aceoad  place,  it  nbjoetoi 
the  juiUet  of  that  coari,  by  locating  them  m  tho 
City  of  Wathingloo,  to  daogarout  infiuenoesaad 
auoog  lempUttioBs,  that  might  biw  their  laiade 
■Bd^oUateiheatreBms.ofnaiiooaljtutiee.  Tlieaa 
poaiiiont,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  ihoald  endeavor  to  do- 
monttrate.  It  woBldbeadBUlled,taidMr.L.,lkat 
this  court  po^seea  po weft;  legitimately  granted 


ehaifman  of  the  o 
reaton  for  the  p       „ 

the  nniled  Stues  bad  vastly 
increased,  and  woold  cootiono  M  ineteate  and 
UMgnify  in  proportion  to  the  inoreBted  popola' 
tioa  and  wealth  of  Ibe  natioB  t  and  yet,  notwith- 
siandiag  this  aekunwledoed  iacreataof  important 
datiea,  the  bill  repotiad  by  the  eommillea)  that 
alalo  thoee  fecit,  pmpoeed  to  rednea  the  nnmber 
of  jadgoe  ftora  tovea  to  five,  iho*  dimJnlaUag 
at  ona  blow  near  oa*  third  of  the  mental  ain 
legal  Btreagtk  bmI  obancier  c^  the  oontt.  Doee 
ihic,  aaid  Mr.  L.,  appear  like  lm|wo<ii>g  ymr  ty» 
tern  of  jntisprudencej  and  adapting  it-  to  the  In- 
aeasedezigaaoieaof  theaMiom?  Bat  tbit^taid 
Ur.  L.,  1»  not  the  watst  ftetwe  in  ibis  sysMot— 
yo«  not  only  propoae  la  diminish  the  number  af 
Judge*)  boi  yon  destroy,  or  very  mnoh,  at  leMj 
impair  the  effieieney  and  ntefulness  of  tboee  wbo 
remain  on  tha  benctu  We  are  told  thattheie 
jttdgee  are  to  be  men  advanced  in  yenrt,  ihM  II 
is  neoessary  to  relieve  them  from  the  latmr  inci- 
dent to  a  discharge  of  their  circuit  dnttesin  tha 
Statea,  and,  therefore,  provision  must  be  mad* 
for  then  coavenieoee.  I  fear,  aaid  Mr.  Ln  thai 
genllemen  have  aonsaltcd  more  the  ease  eivd 
ooaveoience  of  the  judge  than  the  benefit  of  the 
nation,  Md-  tiiat  this  bill  will  suit  the  judge  bot' 
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t«T  ihao  the  people.  Bo  Mon,  said  ha,  ss  jau  ent 
off  the  judge  from  hit  cireait  dulies  you  destroy 
h»lf  hi*  worth—it  is  there  hU  miod  is  enlight- 
eaei  and  his  jodgment  inrormed— it  is  the  dis- 
enasioDs  at  the  bir,  the  coDiaion  and  siroEgle  of 

KDJua  sod  taleots,  that  elicits  the  spark  Ibat 
atnioM  the  d^rkeat  snbject,  and  discovers  the 
road  to  a  correct  decision.  Were  it  not  for  this 
the  wisest  jndges  would  frequently  grope  their 
bewildered  way  in  raio,  and  never  arrive  at  the 
temple  of  jaatice!  Bat  this,  said  be,  is  not  ali' 
the  advantage  derived  bjr  jndses  ia  the  discharge 
of  their  circuit  duties,  particmarlr  in  the  trial  of 
titles  to  lands  ffrsoted  under  Stat*  authorities. 
To  have  a  knowledge  of  those  cases  involved  in 
extreme  donbt  and  difficulty,  it  is  iadispensable 
that  the  judge  ehoold  b«  intimately  acquainted, 
Dot  only  with  the  nomeroaa  laws  under  which 
the  grants  «re  made,  but  the  customs  and  eom- 
monlaw  osages  of  the  section  of  country  where 
the  land  lies.  All  those  advantages  are  over- 
looked^  and  disregarded  by  the  bill  before  you ; 
and  we  are  called  upon  to  ackoowkJge  and  be- 
lieve that  those  judges  will,  when  appointed,  be 
pot  ia  possession  of  inraiaculate  purity,  of  intui- 
tive wUdom,and  snpematoral  intelligence.  Hew 
else,  said  be,  could  yon  expect  them  to  discharge 
ihednties  imposed  by  this  measure?  They  are 
to  be  deprlveo  oFthe  means  of  obtaining  iofot- 
matioo^very  motive  or  inducement  to  applica- 
tion, industry,  lod  exertion,  is  taken  away  or 
greatly  diminished.  Hard  thinking  was  unpleas- 
ant aod  irksome.  No  man  would  labor  without 
a  pretty  strong  moral  necessity  for  so  doing. 
Take  away  that  necessity,  and  the  exertion 
ceases.  This  bill  takes  away,  sajd  be,  the  In- 
dncemeat,  and  the  necessity  will  cease  with  it, 
and  the  laborer  be  no  longer  worthy  of  bis  hire. 
These,  Mr,  L.  said,  were  not  mete  speealaiive 
opinions;  tbey  were  deductions  and  resulia  drawn 
from  the  character  of  the  creature,  man,  afier 
anatyiing  his  nature,  and  discovering  the  secret 
spring*  hj  which  volition  and  action  were  pro- 
duced. Tfaey  applied  to  all  men  in  all  situations, 
but  most  strongly  wontd  they  be  found  to  operate 
on  the  conduct  of  the  judge.  He  held  his  office 
by  an  almost  IrtespooaibTe  tenure;  he  was  to 
have  an  ample  independent  salary;  he  was  to  be 
located  ia  the  City  of  Washington.  Thus,  Id 
old  age,  Tou  invite  him  to  take  hi*  ease  and  com- 
fort;  and,  my  word  for  it,  said  Mr,  L.,  you  will 
not  be  disappointed. 

But,  laid  Mr.  h..  by  thi*  organiiaiion  of  your 
judicial  system,  the  Supreme  Court  will  be  the 
weakest  part  of  the  whole  establishment.  The 
circuit  courts,  respectively,  and  the  bar  generally, 
will  possess  more  legal  talents,  and,  of  coutse, 
weight  of  character,  than  the  Supreme  Court 
that  are  to  decide  io  the  last  resort.  Let  me  not 
be  told,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  every  subject  will  re- 
eeive  a  fuU  and  fair  examination  and  diGcassinr 
on  its  merits  in  the  court.  Nothing  short  of  i 
miracle,  said  he,  under  this  j^yiiem  could  maki 
it  so.  You  will  have  not  only  your  judges,  but 
your  attorneys  coaKned  to  the  City  of  Wasbing- 
00.    The  judges  are  to  be  old  men  when  ap- 


pointed, and  the  inftrmltiet  of  old  age  will  every  ' 
day  increase,  and  as  the  useful  and  vigorous 
faculties  of  their  minds  diminish,  in  the  same 
proportion  will  their  obstinacy  and  vanity  in- 
crease. Old  men  are  oflea  impatient  of  contra- 
diction, frequently  vain  and  susceptible  of  flat- 
tery. These  weaknesses,  incident  to  old  age  will 
'     'jcovered  and  practised  upon  by  the  lawyei 

fto  make  the  most  of  his  profession,  and 
in  the  same  city,  holding  daily  and  fa- 
miliar  intercourse  with  the  judge.  And  tbos, 
said  Mr.  L.,  your  court  may  Mcome  subservient 
to  the  Washjn^ton  bar.  The  judges,  bovred 
down  by  the  weight  of  years,  will  be  willing  to 
find  a  staff  lo  lean  upon  ;  and  the  opinion  of^he 
Wasbinglon  bar  is  made  the  law  of  the  land.  A 
knot  of  attorneys  at  or  near  the  Beat  of  Oovem- 
meni  having  gained  the  ear,  and  secured  the  con- 
fidence of  tlie  court,  wilt  nnish  all  eompetition 
from  abroad. 

Far  the  troth  of  this  position,  Mr.  L.  said, 
he  would  appeal  to  the  ptofeseional  gentlemen 
around  bim,  particularly  lo  those  of  Eentucky, 
who  seemed  anxious  to  adopt  the  measure  pro- 

Ksed — the  adoption  of  which  might  deprive  that 
ate  of  tbe  talents  and  usefulness  of  a  judffe  on 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  so  soonas  Jadm 
Todd  should  leave  it.  And  with  what  painnt 
reflections  aud  awful  forebodings,  said  Mr.  L., 
would  a  Kentucky  lawyer  enter  this  court?  Na 
man  that  had  heard  the  cause  argued  at  homt— 
no  man  personally  known  to  him,  and  on  whom 
he  can  relv  for  official  integrity,  is  seen  on  tbe 
bench.  Like  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land  he  feela 
bis  situation  comfortless  and  gloomy,  He  takes 
his  solitary  seat  at  tte  bar— he  views  the  court  as 
belonging  to  the  same  family,  aod  almost  iden- 
tlBed  with  tbe  great  Crown  lawyers  that  ere  to 
oppose  him;  and  tbos  with  fear  and  tretnbins:  be 
approaches  tbe  cauae  of  his  client,  doubting  and 
half  believing  that  the  cause  has  already  been 
prejudged  by  the  bench,  or  that  the  weight  and 
mflueoee  of  legal  talents  will  stifle  the  calls  of 
justice;  and  should  an  observation  drop  from  the 
bench  during  tbe  dtscusnioo  to  confirm  his  doubts, 
be  abandons,  as  desperately  hopeless,  the  cause  of 
fats  clieat,  however  just.  This,  vaid  Mr.  L.,  would 
be  a  deplorable  state  of  things.  But,  said  he, 
adopt  this  system,  ((has  subject  to  abuse,)  and 
the  state  of  things  takes  place  sooner  or  later. 
The  distributive  justice  of  the  oattOD  may  be 
subjected  to  the  control  of  a  combination  of 
Washington  lawyers.  The  inquiry  will  be  by 
the  people,  Dot  the  merits  of  ibeeauiie  pending  in 
court,  but  what  atiorney*  are  employed?  Hav« 
Mr.  Wirt  and  Mr.  Piakney  been  aecored  1  If  they 
have,  the  result  cannot  be  doubted.  Mr.  L.  aaitl 
he  mentioned  those  gentlemen  to  illustrate  the 
subject  merely,  and  meant  do  personal  allasioa 
to  the  gentlemen  named.  Tbey  were  upright 
and  honorable  men,  for  whom  he  felt  the  highest 
esteem.  Neither  did  be  wish  to  be  understood, 
la  aoyihicg  be  had  said  or  should  say,  as  alluding 
to  th!e  present  judges  of  .the  Supreme  Court. 
They,  too,  he  believed,  were  wise,  upr^ht,  atid 
honoratilfl  men,  and  he  wished  to  keep  them  soi 
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•   ud  not  bf  the  ftdo[KtoD  of  Ihis  »y«tem  to  t«mpl 
ud  iaviie  them  to  be  olbnirwe. 

It  wai,  bowerer,  Mr.  L.  uid.  doe  to  himself  to 
■uie,  that  he  wt  not  one  of  those  who  (abRti- 
bed  to  ihe  perfect  ion  and  iofiUibiltly  of  the  Ji 
eial  ehatacler ;  he  had,  bf  long  experience,  ioond 
liut  JQdgM,  anil  lawr^"  ■>'"  "^  whom  they  were 
nade,  were  veij  mach  like  other  folkt ;  he  did 
Dot  belteve  Ihe  profeuioo  ulcnlated  to  make 
them  better ;  he  would  be  lorrjr  to  uf  they  were 
worse  than  other  men;  neither  did  he  belieTe 
ihat  takioE  a  maa  from  the  oraal  punoiu  of  life, 
or  even  from  the  grand  coaociU  of  the  nation, 
and  placiDg  him  oa  the  bench  of  the  Sopreme 
Conrt,  waa  likelf  to  ebaage  hie  ebaraeter  for  the 
better,  tM  that  wrapping  hia  limbs  in  a  silken 
maatle,  to  excite  the  gaze  and  admiratioo  of  the 
igBonmt,  would  add  any  tfatog  to  bis  itoek  of 
leigal  knowledge,  and  Improve  hit  nadcrataDdiog. 
The  trath  u,  be  woold  ititl  remain  a  poor,  imper- 
fect, feeble  beinc,  elothed  with  all  the  infirmitiea, 
and  liable  lo  alf  the  frailtiea  of  bumao  nauirc. 
It  w«e  the  duijr,  aaid  Mr.  L.,  of  the  lawgiver  to 
guard  aoeiety  againti  the  ahneei  of  powwr,  wher- 
ever it  migbi  be  lodeed.  He  had  endeavored  to 
prove  that  judges,  like  other  men,  were  liable  to 
aommit  erron  wi  crimes,  and  to  ahiue  tbe  goa- 
fldcnee  repoeed  in  ibem.  To  prevent  saehabtises, 
it  was  necessary  to  retaoTe  Ihe  jud^s  as  fat  at 
IKiisible  from  every  soarce  of  political  tempta- 
Uon.  He  did  not  with  to  see  the  jiidgei  tmbodi- 
cd  ia  Ihe  city  of  Washiaglon,  another  appendage 
to  the  Executive  authority ;  he  wished  them 
identified  with  the  people  of  the  nation,  domioili- 
ated  in  the  different  Siaict,  and  called  icwethei  at 
acourt  in  bank  as  often  at  the  oatare  ofthe  caac 
required.    ■ 

It  could  not  be  denied,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  there 
had  been,  and  he  sapposed  always  would  be,  two 
great  poll lieal  parlies  io  (his  Daiioo.  It  is  (rne, 
aaid  he,  it  is  laid  thie  is  tbe  era  of  good  feelings, 
Ihat  we  DOW  enjoy  a  calm ;  hut  it  misht  be  found 
a  delusive  one,  and  sneh  as  usually  preoedes  a 
tornado  in  the  South ;  at  all  events,  we  could  not 
axpect  those  bate|on  days  wf  uld  forever  last : 
he  therefore  took  it  for  granted  that  tbe  paeple 
would  be  divided  Joto  two  great  political  parties } 
one  he  would  call  (for  the  sake  of  distinciion, 
aad  not  to  rvvive  party  fceliB|B  which  had  so 
happily  subsided)  the  atistooretie,  and  the  other 
the  demoeratie  part^.  The  etroggle  between 
these  two  great  parties  will  be  unceasingly  and 
rigorouely  maintained,  particularly  in  the  populsr 
btaneh  of  the  legielature,  and  of  coarse  thioagh- 
out  the  nation.  The  Executive  will  coDtcqoent- 
ly  beloug  lo  Ihe  party  tbatmay  happen  to  prevail 
at  the  lime  of  his  election  ;  but  not  so  with  tbe 
judges.  It  is  not  noeharitable  to  eonclade  that 
they,  from  the  independent  tenure  of  their  office^ 
tbe  distance  you  remove  ibem  from  tbe  coatrol 
of  the  people,  would  neturally  incline  to  the  aris- 
tocratic party.  Taking  this  lo  be  the  fact,  Mr. 
L.  said  he  would  illasirate  the  subject  hy  suppos- 
ing, hypoibslically,  that  the  patty  now  out  of 
power  ihould  rmin  their  ascendency  and  elect  a 
Pinident  sniubie  to  their  wuhea ;  that  this  Pte- 


sideat,  with  a  willing  or  sobservieot  Con^eea  at 
bis  back,  shoold  determine  to  perpetuate  bis  pow- 
er and  (he  duraiioo  of  a  system  of  misrule  and 
tyrsDuy,  by  the  pascase  of  another  sedilion  law, 
muzzling  the  press  and  sealing  the  lips  of  ieouirr 
by  tbe  threatening  horrors  ofBdungeoo.  Bat,! 
shall  be  gravely  told,  said  be,  there  can  b«  no 
danger;  that  an  independent  jndlciary  would 
declare  the  lew  uncoostitntional,  and  rescue  the 
citizen  from  Exeeutive  oppression.  And  to  whom 
do  geDtlemeD  look  for  this  relief  1  What  mighty 
arm  ia  to  inierpoee  between  the  bamUe  citizen 
and  an  enraged  Execatire,  strtt^ling  with  tlw 
MHivulsive  giasp  of  death  to  retain  abused  pow- 
er 1  Why,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  bill  before  us  auswere 
ihequestionj  ildeclaiesthe Supreme Courtshall 
eontiei  of  five  judges,  any  three  of  whom  shall 
eoDstituie  a  qoornm ;  and  c^  eoorse  two  jadgee, 
being  a  majority  of  a  quorum,  are  made  eompe- 
tent  (o  decide  this  or  aor  other  qnestion.  And 
how,said  Mr.L.,  can  gentlemen  flatter  ihemselreo 
that  a  deetiion  made  by  two  or  three  judges,  on 
a  question  of  this  magnitude,  would  give  general 
saiirfkctioii  1  The  qnettiou  be.haa  euted  waa 
one  of  vital  interest  to  the  nation,  it  would  bo 
a  decision  of  political  life  or  death  lo  an  ambi- 
tions Fresideiit  and  his  associates.  Could  it  be 
believed  that  Executive  influence  would  not  bo 
bronght  lo  bear  on  thesabject  t  Would  tbe  daz- 
zling splendors  of  the  pabee  and  the  drawing- 
room  havenocbamis  for  jadgeain  the  immediate 
neighborhood  1  Would  the  flatieiy  and  soothing 
atieotioDt  of  a  designing  Esecuiive,  aided  by  a 

riwerful  cabinet,  belostand  entirely  nnaveiliugl 
fear,  aaid  Mr.  L.,  they  would  uou  it  wottld  h 
almost  in  vain  to  hope  for  a  favorable  result  lo 
tbe  cause  of  jusliee  and  freedom  under  sneh  ad- 
verse c  i  re  n  mstances. 

Ur.  L.  said,  furihet  to  illnairate  the  subjeet,  be 
would  mentioQ  a  recent  oceurrence,  loshow  how 
likely  it  was  that- judicial  officers  would  cobout 
with  our  Executive  in  political  opinions.  As 
early  a*  1795  an  act  was  passed^  (agreeably  to 
Conaiituiionat  provisions)  authaming  the  Presi- 
dent 10  call  upon  the  Qoveroora,  or  any  militia 
officers  of  the  respective  States,  ioisueh  portioiis 
of  tbe  militia  as  he  deemed  necessary  to  repel 
even  a  threatened  invasion  of  the  ooantry.  Un- 
der this  law,  in  the  late  vac.  the  Piaaideat  of  the 
United  States  called  upon  tbe  Qovernor  of  Uas- 
sachBMtU  for  bis  quota  of  militia.  The  Oov- 
enior  refused  to  comply   with   tbe  tequisitioB, 

it  belonged  to  the  Stale  au  ' 
.___  ..  was  lab  to  their  direelioQs  ti 
whether  the  necesaiiy  existed  or  not,  that  wis 
ify  the  calling  forth  the  militia.  The  Qor- 
,  however,  determined  to  lay  tbe  subject  he- 
fore  the  judges  of  ibe  Supreme  Court  of  Uassa- 
chutetts.  A  majority  of  them  were  convened, 
and  they  unanimouslv  and  solemnly  decided  that 
the  Governor  was  right  in  disi^arding  the  orders 
of  tbe  President,  issued  ia  striel  eoaformity  to 
the  Coostitniion  and  laws  of  the  Uoiled  Stales. 
He  would  not  charge,  Mr.  L.  aaid,  tbe  Oovernor 
nor  Ihe  Judges,  in  thwcaae,  with  wilful  cornip- 
tion.    Hotives  so  boa  ought  not  to  be  impated 
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to  tbe  offieefs  o{.  a  liaur  Bistc ;  bat,  be  mnH  be- 
lieve they  aeted  uDder  the  iafloenee  of  (he  siroog- 
•tt  poliiical  delutioK.  With  their  moiivea,  how- 
ever,  be  bad  Dotbiog  lo  do.  It  wai  safficieai  for 
him  to  iHtie  tb«  Tact,  for  the  purpose  of  sbowing 
with  what  facility  the  judges  ma^r  be  brought  to 
set  is  aeeerdanoe  with  (iie  political  riewe  of  the 
Bzeetiti*e. 

tit,  L.  laid  ke  felt  a  ilroug  repngnance  to  that 
Mut  of  the  bill  that  invited  the  judma  lo  nuke 
Waahington  the  seal  of  ibeir  aetlletl  teaideoae. 
Thii  QoverDaeai  was  enphatioally  called  that 
«f  the  people.  Ua  exiatsace  deluded  on  the  all- 
pewcrful  iafiueoce  of  puUie  opiDion.  The  aflee- 
ik»  of  the  people  for  tfae  Gof  erameDt  and  i(a  faDc 
lioBatiea,  j«  the  cement,  ibe  adbeeife  qaalilr  thai 
Usde  ibii  aation  together.  DiMolre  laJe,  and  all 
ia  loM.  Haw  Deecraary  thea,  nid  Mr.  L.,  ii  it 
that  you  aboold  wcaie  i^at  affectioD.  Te  da  this, 
ta  relate*  to  the  judicial  braaoh,  it  is  aeoeanry 
that  they  iboiild  be  domiciliated  ia  the  different 


vbkb  they  liee,  thev  ahould  feel  a  aacred  regard 
Sk  Stat*  righti^  and  (hat,  a*  men,  ibey  ahoald 
BJai^  with  the  great  fiimily  of  the  American 
iMope,aecuriDg  their citeem  by  »aeial  and  friaad- 
ly  laMKOtarae.  By  iWa  OMaut  laid  be,  your 
JMgea,  when  tbey  coon  Cagether,  woald  doi  only 
n  belief  qnalifcd  to  diacbarge  theie  important 
Aiatioaa,  bat  wooM  kting  with  them  the  ooafi- 
deoce  and  eateem  of  iha  naiioo. 

Ur.  L.  Mid  (hat,  it  appeared  W  him,  the  com- 
mttiee  who  repotted  the  bill  had  not  cooaiderad, 
with  their  asnal  aagaoity,  tu  prOTiiiiaD*,  nor  ike 
eaat  and  almost  uDliraiicd  province  of  the  court 
to  be  eaublishcd.  They  bad  wrovght  on  a  email 
eeale,  ai  if  piovidlng  for  the  admin  iatration  ofjna' 
tiae  in  a  lown  eorpsraie,  or  a  liagle  ceonly.  They 
awreljr  bad  not  eoDiidered  that  (hit  court  of  two, 
titree,  or,  at  most,  five  judeea,  bald  in  (heir  baade 
ike  poliiical  destinieaof  this  m^(]r  nation ;  and 
yet,  said  Mr.  L;  a  single  deeiaion,  if  acquiesced 
m,  and  lucb  a  daehion  a«  waa  made  by  the  Mae- 
«ch«aetu  coMit,  would  gnbioge  the  whole  ays- 
lem,  and  it*  demolition  would  follow,  ai  if  by  ue 
magic  wand  of  eDcba»lncDt,  Tbia  court,  said 
Ur.  L.,  beside  the  powers  apaoifieaHy  grmted  by 
the  CoMtttniioa,  ia  laid  to  poaeem  the  power  to 
deetara  MMfa  laws  void  aa  they  any  consider  nn* 
CDBstiiuiioaaL  This  extenda  aa  well  to  the  State 
hwa  coctuog  within  their  oogaisaBee,  ae  to  tbe 
■eta  of  Coagresi.  Against  tfae  right  to  oMNise 
Ibis  tremeudoaa  power,  I  ha«*,  said  he,  feebly 
proteMed,  when  it  baa  been  asserted  on  ibia  floor} 
Ml  tbe  light  has  been  eiereised  by  the  eoDit, 
eifeally  aeqnieiced  in  by  iba  naiioa,  and  often  oon 
oadedin  this  Seoaie.  This  goes  ftr,  said  Ur.L., 
lo  eatabliib  ils  l^itimaey,  and  ba  would,  for  the 
sake  of  atgument,  so  ooniider  it.  Ia  ihia  point 
of  view,  than,  said  ke,  the  satgeet  becoiaes  siill 
more  imposing.  This  is  DM  a  coon  clothed  with 
ordinary  poweeafoe  the  purpose  ot  diatribotiog 
jaiiee  betweea  man  and  man,  and  tbe  pantib- 
nent  of  ofitedota  agaiast  the  laws,  nor  ia  its  jorts- 
Adioa  coafined  to  ooDiroverriae  betwevi  (ha  in- 


dividual  State  aovereigntiet ;   but  this  august   • 
tribuaal  ia  the  graod  reviainic  oonneil  of  the  ofr 
lioB,  with  the  power  of  an  absolute  veto  on  the 
passed  b^  Congress.    In  short,  said  he,  tbia 

t  la  lo  decide  tbe  extent  of  iegialaiive  autbori* 
ty  voder  tbe  CoDstitutton.    And  did  eentlemea 
'  tbe  judges  to  be  on  the  spot,  that  ibey  might 

tnveniently  ooosulied  aa  to  what  billa  should 
be  passed  and  what  rejected  1  If  ao,  be  confesaed 
the  bill  on  the  laMe  would  answer  their  purpoac. 
But  for  hia  part,  Hr.  L.  jaid,  considering  the  e» 
teniiveand  important  powers  lodged  in  this  eonr^ 
'--     ould  wish  to  see  -the  nnrnwr  of  judges  in- 

led  instead  of  dimiaiahed.'  He  never  woald 
consent  ihet  the  right  of  Congrea*  to  call  forth 
the  militia  for  national  defence,  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  of  (be  press,  with  oiher  queatioos  of 
vital  iotereit  10  the  naiion,  should  be  sobmittod 
CO  the  judgment  of  any  two  meo,  and  ibef,  per* 
baps,  rendered  imbecile,  impotent,  and  almoat 
torpid  with  age  and  iaSrmity. 

Mr.  L.  said,  as  there  were  many  gentlemea  im 
(he  Senate  mnck  further  adratteed  in  life  (hat 

«lf,  he  would  Bot  underiaka  to  advise  ae  ad- 
mohiih  them ;  but  hie  duty  compelled  him  to  be* 
seech  aiH]  conjure  them  to  reflect,  and  mobs  ba> 
fore  tbey  paeeed  the  Rabison  of  error.  If,  be  saii^ 
this  measure,  be  adopted,  be  shoold  be  almoM 
willing  to  agree  with  the  geaileman  from  Uaaaa' 
ebuaeus,  (Mr.  Oria,)  that  we  were  treading  in 
ike  footetepa  of  a  former  Adminietration,  that  bad 
beea  put  down-  by  an  offeaded  naiioa,  and,  lika 
ihem,  said  be,  we  aboold  dmerre  and  reoeiva  tba 

When  Mr.  I>  bad  eoaeloded,  the  farther  eon- 
sideratioo  of  tbe  bill  was  poatponed  saiil  lo* 


WsDNEBSAT,'  January  13. 

Ur.Cfoi.D8BOBOtroK,  fromtheCemniineeoii  the 

Disniat  of  Columbia,  to  whom  waa  referred  tbe 

bill,  entitled  "  Ao  act  authorizing  the  Corporatioa 


of  the  Oily  of  Waahinctoa  to  opea  and  eztead 
certain  atreota,"  Tfponcdibe  sai 


same  wi  (boat  ai 


petil 

lorn  Iiiti,  praying  the  pusage  of  an  act  to  eaaUa 
htai  M  enter  a  seetien  of  land,  in  lieu  of  eaa 
ewoaeooaly  madc,aa  stated  in  tbe  petition ;  which 
WBB  read,  and  raferrod  te  tha  Oomeaittee  or  Pnb- 
lie  Laoda. 

Ur.  Eatoh  pneented  the  pctitioa  of  WilliBBk 
Langeton,  praying  a  neiumi,  for  reasons  aiaH4 
in  the  petitioa ;  whim  waa  read,  aad  referred  to 
tbe  Coramit«e  en  Penaloiis. 

Mr.  OoLDBBOfloaoB,  from  ike  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  lefened  the  peiiiion  of 
Rtekard  Bland  Lee,  mada  a  report,  acaampaniod 
by  a  resolutioB  that  the  prarer  of  the  petitioner 
eaanet  be  granted.  Tbe  report  aud  reeolntioa 
were  read. 

The  SeoBie  resumed  the  coasideratioD  of  iha 
motion  of  the  12th  ineiaat,  for  informatioB  in  rc- 
laiion  to  the  measures  tbai  have  keen  uken  n 
colket  the  balaBcee  staled  to  be  due  fnna  t&a 


1ST 


aiSTORT  OF  CONORBSB. 


1S8 


Jadoakt,  1819. 


Ammdvimt  to  the  amalibuim. 


auAn. 


aeveral  tuperviiori  tod  coUectori  of  ihe  old  direct 
ux  of  two  milliiHis,  aod  of  ibe  balanae*  du*  fton 
the  officers  ot  the  old  inierakl  (evtnue;  Aod 
■greed  tbereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Xoka  Clark  Wis  xead 
ibe  lecond  time. 

The  bill  euliiled  "An  act  for  iba  nlief  of 
ThcHotBE  HtU  JerveiTi''  was  read  the  Mcend  time, 
and  referred  to  ihe  Committee  of  Qaiow. 

The  bill  eaiiUed  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel Mott,"  WAS  read  the  second  liBie,aad  referred 
to  the  tame  oommttlce,  to  oooaider  and  ce))wt 
iheraoa. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act  makioff  appropria- 
tions for  the  ■nilitarf  Ktviee  of  the  United  Bcatei 
for  the  year  1819,"  vas  read  the  secoad  tine,  and 
lefcrred  (o  the  GommitEee  on  Finance. 

The  Seaale.  rcaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  eonsideraiioD  of  the  ccBolmion  for 
(be  diatribuiioD  of  Sayberi's  Statistical  Annals; 
:Knd  directing  PiiiEio's  Commersial  Statiatici  to 
be  deposited  m  the  Library;  end  the  same  bar- 
ing been  amended,  ti  was  reported  to  the  House 
Mcordingly;  and  the  amendment  being  oosour- 
red  ID,  it  was  ordered  to  be  eogrOMod,  and  the 
oesoluiioa  be  read  a  third  lime  aa  amended. 

Tbe  bill  iantiei  to  BDipeod,  for'a  liniled  time, 
tfae  mle  or  forfeiture  of  Jaods  for  failure  in  oam- 
|i|le<ijig  ttw  payment  thereon,  was  read  «  ibird 
tue,  and.  passed. 

The  aaaeadnent  to  tbe  billjolitled  "An  a«t 
for  tbe  relief  of  I>oUor  Mattiom  Ball,''  baring 
been  reported  by  the  committee'  aorreetly  ea- 
^ossed,  tbe  bill  was  txmi  a  third  time  as  ameod- 
mA,  and  paaied. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONeTEnmOK. 

Tbe  Seoale  lixd:  up  for  coosideralioa,  as  is 
Committn  of  tbe  Whole,  Ihe  amendment  to  the 
Consiiutioa.  which  proridet  for  a  uotform  mode 
«fchoMiog(bydiatrict«)  Electors  of  PreeidcDiand 
Vice  Pfesident,  and  of  RepreaetUatiras  in  Ooa- 
gress. 

Mr.  DiOKnasox,  of  New  Jersey,  spdce  Dearly 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Preiideat,  at  tbe  last  seaeioa  of  C<w^t«is  I 
bad  the  honor  to  introduca  a  retolation  suiilar 
M  the  one  under  eoniideratioiL  This  I  did,  in 
obedience  to  iostructioBs  reeeired  from  tbe  I>egia- 
Won  of  the  State  of  Nev  Jersey,  wbleb  State  I 
bare  tbe  hoDor,  in  part,  to  represent.  After  a 
dbcaasion  of  tbe  merits  of  the  resolution,  a  large 
Majority  of  the  Senate  were  found  to  be  in  fovor 
of  It,  hut  net  a  majority  of  two  thirds,  and  of 
course  it  was  lost. 

For  several  years  pa*l,  the  principle  of  this 
reuluUoQ  (first  adopted,  I  bstiere,  in  tbe  Legis- 
lature of  North  Garofiaa)  bas  been  gaiuing  ground, 
and  particularly  within  ttu'laet  year,  aa  we  may 
fairly  coaelude,  from  the  instructions  wbicti 
bare  been  recently  laid  npon  our  table,  from  tbe 
Biatesof  Mew  Hampsbirt,  Conneeiicnl,  aad  New 
York. 

If  there  were  no  reasonable  bopee  of  briaging 
this  mea8UretonfaTOTableissue,lmight  be  fairly 
eonaidered  a*   rendering   myself   unoeeesaarily 


troublesome,  by  agitating  it  u  this  time;  b« 
while  there  is  a  hope  of  success,  and  It  hiob  pras- 
eot  circomsiances  warrant  such  a  hspe,  I  caDoot 
CDDsider  myself  ahsolred  from  tbe  obligations 
imposed  upon  me  by  my  iostruciioBB.  Under 
this  imprea^ioo,  and  actiog  as  weli  from  a  sense 
of  tbe  great  imporlaocc  of  the  subject  as  a  seBK 
of  the  dtiiy  which  I  owe  to  my  constituents,  £ 
again  earnestly,  but  respectfully,  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  (be  SeaaK  to  thb  icaolution;  wbich  I 
should  hare  iutrodneed  in  tbe  first  weeic  of  tbe 
praient  aessioa,  bat  from  a  hope  that  some  other 
member  of  this  iuMoraUe  body  would  bare  lakett 
upoo  Himself  that  Usk.  As  no  one  seemed  so 
dupoied,  it  appeared  to  ne  improper  longer  to 
prooraitioate  a  measure  wbieh  ought  to  reeaira 
a  discussion  before  our  Mtealion  is  aogroseed  bf 
tite  usual  objects  of  legislation. 

As  the  Senate  hare  oaoe  indulged  me  with  r 
hearing  upon  this  reeolaiion,  it  is  my  iateoiios 
to  be  as  brief  in  the  obsfiratiooe  wbiob  I  am 
now  about  to  make,  as  tbe  aatureand  importatM 
of  the  aubjeet  will  permit,  nore  espeeialty  on 
tboae  points  of  ■rgumeni  wbieh  I  had  tbe  hoa«r 
to  nbmit ;  for,  as  the  subjeet  ie  old  and  baokniadt 
I  am  sensible,  and  1  feel  oppressed  by  Ihe  reflea- 
tiou,  tbat  any  obacrraiioDs  I  can  now  make  wilt 
be  considered  as  ladioua  aad  irksome  by  meat  of 
iheae  who  heat  me. 

The  Consiitutioo  of  tbe  United  Stat«  wisely 
prorides  for  its  own  amcadment,  but,  in  4eing 
tbl*,  it  iaiarpoees  sneh  obataolee  to  the  epiril  of 
innovation,  as  not  only  eSeotuatlr  to  prevml  aii 
.DDMoeuary  alteration,  but,  as  I  Mar,  to  prevent 
the  BUM  sMBlary  raform. 

An  ameadment  eaaaot  be  propeeed  U  tbe 
atalaa,  onlen  two-thirtb  of  each  branch  of  the 
National  Legislature  cooeur  ia  the  measure ;  and 
when  proposed,  thrae-fourtfai  of  Ihe  States  must 
concur  bctbre  it  eaa  become  a  part  of  the  Ccnsli- 
luiion ;  grea^  therefore,  an  the  difficntiies,  at- 
duous  the  Usk,  and  doubtful  the  issue,  of  any  at- 
tempt to  alter  LfaeCenstilatien.  There  is,  beaides, 
a  Bojrt  of  sanctity  atiaebed  to  tbiefneirament,  ihbt 
leads  manf  to  consider  it  as  something  super- 
human, aoiiiAbiag  parlakiag  of  dirjae  origtn— 
such  oenslder  an^r  attempt  to  alter  it  aa  a  sort  of 
political  profanatioa ;  a  eaerileee  egainsl  the  pal- 
ULdiam  of  onr  liberiiee.  In  adtfiiion  to  this,  there 
isagencralitsinelioatloa  to  distnrbold  established 
RgulBtions,aepecici  of  «w  inenia,  wbieh  can 
only  be  overcome  by  the  most  pressing  orgencf . 
These  ate  diffietiliws  Ulending  albattempla  to 
alter  the  Constituiion. 

Theamendmentundercomidemtfoaisalteftded 
with  difficulties  peculiar  to  itself,  it  proposes  to 
tbe  dominant  parties  in  Ihe  tei^ciire  States^ 
without  whose  aid  it  canaot  sncceed,  to  gire  np 
a  portion  of  their  power.  Such  applications  are 
always  unwelcome,  and  but  rarely  attended  with 
suooees,  wheiber  made  to  iadiridtiaiB,  to  SUie^ 
or  10  poUiieal  pariiea. 

Tbe  dominant  party  in  NewTork,  for  tntrtaniie, 
by  DO  roeaas  aa  orarwbelming  majority,  cab, 
under  tbe  present  system,  gire  twenty-nine rotA, 
tbai  is,  Ibe  whole  rote  of  the  State,  on  a  Preei- 
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dantial  efeclioa ;  uodcT  ihe  proposed  ijrBtem  of 
eboosiDg  Eleetora,  their  Tote  would  be  propoi- 
lioned  to  iheir  numben.  The  lame  obwiTation 
will  apply,  ID  a  grealei  or  lets  degree  lo  the  dom- 
ioaal  parlies  ID  all  the  States  of  the  UdJod. 

It  requires  no  small  degree  of  patriotism,' od 
the  pan  of  majorities,  lo  direst  ihemselve*  of  the 
power  of  restiaiDiog  the  miuoritiet,  whom  tbev 
always  consider  as  their  political  adrertariei.  I 
trast)  howerer,  tbat  DotwilhsiandtDg  these  mol* 
plied  diCScuItiei,  the  paramoaot  coDriderailoD  of 
the  general  good  will  prerail,  and  (bat  this  mea- 
■are  will  be  attended  with  ultimate  success.  Such 
«  result,  howerer,  would  be  uiterly  hopeless  in 
time*  of  political  rancor  and  party  Tioleoee,  when 
majorities  always  thiok  that  the  public  good  if 
most  efieclually  promoted  by  restrimiaz,  u  far  as 
possible,  tbe  power  of  the  minorities,  who,  in  sDch 
unhappjr  times,  are  always  coosidered,  and  always 
ctigniatized,  as  the  enemies  of  their  country. 

Happily  for  us,  ihf  present  moment  is  pecu- 
liarly anspicions  for  undertaking  ibe  proposed 
amendment,  as  there  is  less  of  party  animosity 
BOW  than  tbeie  bas  beeu  at  any  period  since 
the  establishment  of  our  Oovernment.  If  (be 
present  opportunity  be  suffered  lo  pass  by  unim- 
proved, it  may  never  again  occur ;  for  we  dis- 
cover very  little  sagacity,  if  we  presume  that  tbe 
preseni  political  calm  is  to  be  permanent,  or  even 
of  any  coosiderable  daration. 

Tbia  plan,  of  dividing  the  Slates  into  districts, 
if  no  new  experimeot ;  it  Is  no  innovation,  wbat- 
eTcr,iipon  the  Couiiitation  ;  it  Is  only  calculated 
10  tender  peimanent  and  uniform  a  regulation 
which  bas  prevailed  in  nearly  all  tbe  States,  and 
which  ougbi  to  bare  prevailed  in  all,  and  would 
have  prevailed  in  all,  by  common  consent,  but 
for  tbe  disorganizing  spirit  of  party.  Whatever 
■node  may  b«  adopted  for  choosing  Blectors  and 
BcpteeeniatiTea,  it  is  ouiverially  allowed  that 
it  ought  10  be  ODiform  tbrougbont  tbe  United 
Sutea. 

Under  the  old  Confedtratioo  the  Congress  was 
considered  as  a  representation  of  the  Suies,  and 
they  voted  by  States.  Tbe  House  of  Represen- 
tative* it  now,  or  ought  lo  be,  a  represeniation  of 
the  people,  and  ibey  are  emphatically  called  Ihe 
pcpaUr  branch,  to  distinguish  tbem  bam  tbe 
Senate,  which  may  still  be  considered  at  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  States ;  and  the  papular  branch 
is  considered  ■*  ihe  main  stay  aod  strong  hold  of 
the  republican  principle*  of  our  Qovernioenl. 

If  the  legislature  of  a  State  should  appoint 
iheir  Representatives  10  Congress,  aslhey  do  their 
Senators,  (even  if  ihe  CoDsuiution  were  as  vague 
and  uQcetiain,  in  this  particular,  as  it  is  with  re- 
aped lo  tbe  ai^intment  of  Blectors,)  we  should 
consider  the  proceeding  in  the  higbest  degree 
preposterous,  inasmuch  as  it  would  leave  lo  such 
Represeniatives  no  cbaracier  of  a  popular  branch. 
Yet  tbe  choosing  the  Represeniatives  of  a  Stale 
by  what  is  called  a  general  ticket,  in  which  tbe 
Toice  of  the  miooriiy  is  completely  merged,  is 
equally  pteposterous,  and  generally  much  more 
so,  as  ihe  people  vote  for  caadidaies  of  wbow 
quali&ctiions  and   characieri  ibey  are  igoor- 


ant,  upon  ibe  reeomipetidaiion  of  individuals,  of 
whom,  frequently,  they  know  noibing,  who  as- 
semble in  convention  or  caucus,  settle  Ibe  fate  of 
Ihe  election  before  tbe  people  are  called  upon  for 
their  voles,  and  ibu*  pervert  every  principle  of 
wbal  we  are  pleased  to  call  ibe  universal  right 
of  suffrage.   - 

The  resolution  proposes  that  each  Stale  shall 
be  divided  into  a*  many  districts  as  it  ba*  Repie- 
seniaiivea;  ihe  dislricis  to  consiti  of  contiguous 
tertiiory,  and  to  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  b^ 
an  equal  number  of  penona  entitled  to  be  repre- 
sented. Ii  would  be  impo&sible  to  go  further  Id 
this  particular,  witbout  introducing  too  macb 
legulaiioD,  without  rendering  the  syilem  nnoe- 
cetsarily  complicated.  The  rule  ispetfectly  fair, 
perfectly  republican^  attended  with  no  difficultiea, 
and,  if  adopted,  will  secure  to  all  parties  that 
degree  of  influence  and  power,  proportioned  to 
their  numbers,  which,  in  a  Republic,  ibey  may 
fairly  claim  by  every  principle  of  honor  and 
justice. 

A*  these  districts  are  to  be  altered  but  once  io 
ten  years,  tbe  tendency  lo  fluctuation  and  cbanm 
will  be  sufficiently  counteracted.  It  may  b«- 
thoughi  that,  as  the  new  States  are  rapidly  in- 
ereating.  tbe  districts  sbould  be  altered  more 
frequently,  to  correspond  with  ibe  rapid  increau 
of  population.  We  must  recollect,  however,  that 
altering  (he  districts  could  not  increase  the  num- 
ber of  Representative  B  or  Electqrs  lo  which  a  State 
might  be  entitled;  and  in  any  other  point  of  view, 
it  can  be  of  bni  little  importance. 

Under  Ibe  present  systeAi  of  choosiog  Repie- 
eeniaiives,  it  is  the  practice,  aa  much  as  possible, 
to  suppress  the  "oiee  of  the  minorities,  and  ihia 
provoking  tyranny  is  practised  under  the  speciotu 
garb  of  Republicanism.  In  ibe  small  States,  ilie 
elections  take  place  most  commonly,  by  wbat  is 
called  a  general  ticket.  This  completely  sap- 
preeses  the  voice  of  the  mlDoriiy,  and  may  be  a 
representation  of  the  dominant  parly,  but  not  of 
ihe  people  of  a  State. 

In  the  large  Stales,  the  difficulties  of  voting  bv 

Seneral  ticket  are  so  great,  that  they  are  indocej, 
rom  necessity,  to  adopt  some  system  of  fonnlng 
districts;  but  the  domioanc  parlies,  unwilllog  to 
give  to  the  minorities  the  weight  to  which  they 
are  entitled  by  their  numbers,  or  anythiag  like  it, 
have  adopted  an  irregular  mode  of  diairiciing, 
known  by  tbe  opprobrious  term  of  gerrymander- 
ing ;  by  which  ibey  cut  up  and  parcel  out  a  State 
into  uneqaal  and  incoavenient  disiricis,  formed, 
too  frequenily,  wilh  a  total  disregard  of  the  pria- 
eiples  of  justice,  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  or  the- 
appearance  of  decency. 

Id  what  estimation  can  we  hold  the  majority 
of  a  Li^islature,  coolly  and  deliberately,  dividing 
and  carving  up  a  State  into  irregular  district*, 
some  large,  and  some  small — some  to  choose  one 
Repreeeniaiive,  some  two,  some  ihree,  and  some 
four,  in  such  •  manner  aa  to  suppresa,  as  far  as 
potsible,theiDflueDceof  their  political  opponent, 
taking  care  to  have  in  each  disiricl,  a  sufficient 
majority  of  their  own  partv  lo  tntkt  all  safe,  bat 
DO  more.    In  fonuiog  bdcK  districts,  the  nttnotc 
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■kill  and  address  hare  b«eii  obseived,  creditable 
indeed  to  ihr  iDgenailT,  but  disgracefnl  to  tb* 
morirei  an^  the  principles  of  tha  aciors.  I  coald 
relate  many  ioBtaaceE  of  outrage  and  abaie  ander 
this  bead,  as  I  did  on  a  former  occaiioDj  but  I 
un  QDwilliDg  to  axhibil  the  diignstiDg  piatnre. 
Such  gross  petreraioD  of  the  principles  of  our 
OoTeroment,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  d^sttof 
«11  retpect  for  otir  political  instilntiona,  lo  bring 
our  Gonsiiiuiion  into  contempt,  and  lo  introduce 
iDto  out  legislative  bodies  uQ  small  degree  ol 
moral,  as  well  as  political,  turpitude. 

It  may,  and  probablr  will,  be  said,  that  it  is 
Dot  Qecetsary  to  amend  the  Conttiluiion  on  this 
point,  n  Congreu  hare  the  power  lo  regulate 
(he  election  of  RepreseBlaliTes.  There  is  no  pro- 
bability that  Congress  will  ever 


power,  except  in  cases  wbare  Stales  wholly  re- 
fosa  or  Delect  to  provide  for  the  election  of  its 
Reprcten  la  lives.  It  is  by  no  means  clear  that 
Congieta  have  the  power  to  pais  a  Uw,  making 
it  OHigatory  on  the  Legislaiur«  of  a  State,  to 
divide  that  Stale  into  dittricla;  andif  Congreu 
■hould  Qodertake  to  divide  the  States  into  dis- 
niets,  they  woold  find  themselves  involved  in 
infinile  difficulties — besides,  should  a  Stale  he 
divided  without  the  consent  of  its  Legislainre,  in 
a  manner  unaoaonntablt  to  it  majority' of  the 
people,  it  would  cieate  lbs  greatest  disconieni, 
and  be  eonsiderad  as  a  sort  of  State  degradation. 

The  CoQVention  thought  proper  lo  give  this 
power  to  Congress,  lioder  an  appiehensioa  that 
«  eombioation  of  States  might  embarrass  the 
messures  of  Oovernment  by  refosiag  to  send 
RepresentBtivB*  to  Congress.  In  ihu  point  of 
view,  the  provision  was  a  wise  one;  but  the 
danger  againsi  whieh  it  was  roeaat  to  provide, 
has  long  since  passed  by,  and  the  new  States 
which  we  have  added  to  the  Union  have  a  ten- 
dency to  prevent  such  combinations. 
'  Important  as  the  proposed  amendmenl  is,  aa  it 
twpects  the  choice  ot  Repreientativee  in  Congress, 
it  u  vastly  more  important  as  it  respects  the 
choice  of  Electors.  In  ihe  first  case,  the  just 
rights  of  a  large  portion  of  our  citizens  ate  oon- 
alantly  infringed ;  in  the  latter,  tboae  rights  are 
DOt  odI^  equally  infringed,  bnt  the  permanency 
and  ezitteoce  of  our  Oovernueoi  is  pat  lo 
hazard. 

To  eheOM  «  chief  ma^strate  fonen  millions 
of  people,  jealous  of  their  right*,  aod'impRiient 
of  coniro),  even  in  the  best  regulated  system, 
mast  be  attended  with  DO  small  degree  of  danger : 
this  danger  iacteases  with  the  increasing  extent 
oi  our  lerritory,  and  the  increase  of  onr  popula- 
tion. What  have  wa  not  to  apprehend  when  our 
popnlatioo  shall  amonoi  lo  tifty  millions,  as  it 
will  do  in  a  period  leu  ibaa  that  which  has 
elapsed  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence  I 

We  are  in  the  habit  of  looking  with  great  cora- 
)>osnre  npon  ibe  return  of  our  Pretideotial  elec- 
tions ;  bat,  little  as  we  apprebead  f)om  this  sub- 
ject, it  is  probably  the  rock  upon  which  onr 
liberties  are  to  be  wrecked.  We  all  remember 
when  the  power  of  our  country,  perhaps  the  eX- 
istenee  of  onr  Ctovernnent,  hang  ia  doobtfnl 


ipense  upon  the  frail  breath  of  two  or  three 
individual*,  and  that  from  a  fault  in  that  part  of 
the  Constiiulion  which  the  framers  of  it  thought 
the  most  nerfecl — pleasing  indeed  in  theory,  but 
utterly  fallacious  in  practice. 

This  amendment  proposes,  that  each  district 
shall  chooee  one  Elector:  'he  two  additional  Elec- 
tors, [o  which  a  Slate  may  be  entitled,  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  the  Legislature  thereof  sbatl  direct. 
This  avoids  the  inconvenience  of  doable  dislrieta, 
which  would  be  complicated  and  troublesome, 
and  it  adopis  Ihe  spirit  of  that  part  of  onr  Con- 
stitution which  apportions  the  Bleclorsof  a  Bute, 
not  in  a  ratio  of  its  Represeniaiives  or  its  Sen- 
ators, but  in  a  compound  ratio  of  both.  Tha 
two  additional  Blectors  may  be  considered  as 
analogous  to  the  Senators,  and  the  others  u 
analoffous  to  the  Re presena lives.  This  is  not  « 
consideration  of  m«t  importance,  bat  it  is  a  re- 
commendation of  the  measure,  inasmnoh  as  it 
more  distinctly  marks  this  peeutihr  feature  of  ooi 
Constitution. 

This  will  give  as  fair  an  impressioD  of  the 
pafalie  will  as  can  possibly  be  obtained,  unless^ 
indeed,  we  resort  lo  a  general  vote  of  the  people 
->  large,  without  regard  to  the  limits  of  State* 

Districts.  And  it  appoints  to  us  a  point  of 
immense  nugniiade;  one  upon  wbich  depends 
tha  vital  principle  of  oar  CoastlCalion,  and  even 
the  existence  or  oar  aovernment.  It  secures  to 
us,  that  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall 
be  elected  by  a  majority,  and  never  by  a  minority 
of  the  people. 

Upon  a  calcnlatioD  of  chances,  the  probabili- 
ties of  a  fair  expression  of  the  public  will  are 
increased  by  dividing  the  States  into  distrieta, 
and  in  the  ratio  of  (he  number  of  disirlcls  to  (he 
number  of  States.  Ii  is  is  true,  the  minority  in 
the  reepiciive  districts  would  be  Buppreesed  }  bat 
as  the  minority  of  one  which  might  De  suppressed 
in  one  district,  wevld  probably  be  balanced  by 
the  suppression  of  the  miooritr  of  the  other  party 
in  anotber  distFiot,  the  geperai  result  woula  be  a 
fair  expression  of  the  public  will.  If,  in  ihe  Slate 
of  Massachasetts,  we  suppose  Ihe  potilical  parties 
which  now  exist,  or  hereafter  may  exist,  to  be 
■bout  equally  divided,  an  election  by  a  general 
ticket  would,  of  necessity,  entirely  suppress  the 
voice  of  (he  minority — but  if  Ihe  Slate  ware  di- 
vided into  twenty  ditirieis,as  it  would  be  by  the 
proposed  amendment,  such  a  result  would  not 
happen  Once  in  a  thousand  elections.  It  wouM 
be  an  equal  chance  that  the  Representatives  an 
chosen  would  be  as  their  consliluents,  about  equal- 
ly divided.  If  (be  parties  were  as  one  to  two,  it 
would  be  an  equal  chance  that  the  represeota- 
tioD  would  te  in  the  same  ratio ;  but  these  pointa 
are  too  clear  lo  need  elucidation. 

Besides,  the  disiinai  system  will  place  insupei- 
able  barriers  [o  the  intrigues  ofsmoilious  iaaivi- 
duals,  who  will  herenfier  agitate  the  Union  at 
the  approach  of  every  Presidential  election. 

In  the  process  of  electing  a  President  there 
ought  to  be  mora  uniformity,  more  precision,  and 
more  certainty,  than  in  the  election  of  any  other 
officer  whatever;  and  yet,  stiange  as  it  may  ap- 
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pear,  tb«Te  is  I«m.  it  is  k  a  Kproach  to  ui,  ibu 
there  ii  scareelf  ibe  ahaitow  of  UDiformittr,  pre- 
cision,or  ceTtaiBif, in  aof  of  ihe  tuIh  b;  whieh 
Wfl  elect,  bejrond  comptriiOD,  the  moit  impoitaot 
officer  in  our  OoTernneBt. 

Bt  the  ConiiitaiioD  each  Slate  shall  appoint,  ai 
the  L^idainre  thereof  Bball  dirtci,  iti  number  of 
Eleciora.  B7  the  leiierof  ibis  prorUion^he  Le- 
aiijatare  of  a  Btate  may  direct  ibat  the  Electors 
•hall  be  chosen  by  the  people,  inageaeral  ticket  1 
orlher  may  direct  thai  ihey  fitall  be  choten  ia 
eqtuil  di«trict8,  or  they  may  rwort  to  the  ici- 
qaitous  system  of  irregular  disiricU;  but,  I  can- 
not admit,  ibat,  by  a  Btriet  consiructioD  of  the 
CcinsiituEion,  the  Legisklure  shall  ditact  how 
they  ihemielVu  ehaU  appoint  the  Bleeton.  Yet, 
this  pow«r  has  been  inDmed  by  the  Lcf  istaiarei 
of  moit  of  the  States.  If  ihis  be  an  iDfriDgcinent 
of  the  CouMitution,  the  procedure  oufht  to  be 
oorreeied.  If  there  be  a  doobt  apon  the  subject, 
which  I  think  will  not  be  deniad,  a.rcmedy  shoaM 
be  supplied;  for,  in  this  rilal  part  of  our  Consti- 
tulioD,  there  should  be  no  doubtful  points. 

When  the  Lesislatures  hate  rakeu  this  power 
into  their  am  liands,  they  hare  made  the  ap- 

Etntnents  aometinea  by  a  joint  vote  of  ihe  two 
BDsea,  ao  me  limes  by  coQcurrcnt  rol<,aometimes 
byoompmniac;  sometimes  the  resolDtioH,iiBdar 
aritieh  the  appoiartmajita  have  been  made,  have 
ittceiaed  iha  approhaiioB  of  the  Bxeeniive,  whan 
•oah  approbation  was  ntoenary,  and  aomalimes 
BOL  The  Bxecutiras  hare  souwtimcs  been  an- 
thorrzed  to  fill  up  ihe  vacancies  in  the  liat  of 
Sleciors  ;  lomctiroes  the  Eleoura  themselves  to 
^A  Ibe  vaoanoie*,  «ad  soaneliiiies  the  ease  has 
been  mprorided  for;  when  the  people  bare  ex- 
ercised this  pow«T,  it  has  sometMBca  been  hy  g«D- 
K*i  liokci,  Bometimea  hy  equal  districts,  and 
aomelinaetfiT  a  detestable  system  orgerFymaadei^ 
kag.  This  arekt  variety  of  modes,  has  put  into 
operation  l£e  moot  extensirc  intriguas,  which 
Imvs  disgraced  our  CoDstitutioo,  mm  on  one  oc- 
aasion,  that  of  ISOl,  put  to  hazard  ihe  ptane  of 
oar  eonnirv. 

Many  of  the  Sutea  hare  adopted  the  worst 
poialblc  sysletn  of  cboosisg  fileoiors  ;  that  ia,  by 
dMir  Legislaiures.  Other  Slates,  alihotigh  they 
condemn  ^is  mode,  will  be-iudaced  U>  adopt  it 
^aa  measaieofseir-defeBee,and  will  be  justified 
in  doioff  si>— and  it  will  soon  he  adopted  in  all, 
«r  nearly  all  the  Stales.  And,  when  so  generaUy 
•dopleil,  wiU  aBbrd  to  aome  aspiring  indiridnal 
the  means  of  arriring  al  the  Presidential  chair, 
agamst  the  will  of  a  large  anjority  of  the  jwople, 
and  of  iwrpetMtiog  his  poarer  by  destroying  the 
-liberties  ol  his  oouulry. 

It  is  erJdettt  ibat  if  the  Legidatnres  of  the 
Stales  appoint  the  Eleclots,  the  voice  of  the  mi- 
lotities  in  the  respeciire  Stales  must  he  entiiely 
ccppMBsed — tban  which  noihiog  can  he  more 
UDJnM,  or  more  dangerons ;  as  it  would,  inde- 
pendently of  oiher  cireumsianeea  which  I  have 
meniioncd,  increase  the  raacor  and  hitteraess 
of  party  in  the  Slates,  and  exhibit  Ihe  States  in 
a  aort  of  hostile  array  agaioat  each  other. 

Whan  this  snhj^et  was  under  diseiuaion,  Ust 


session,  1  bad  the  honor  of  sabmitling  •  caloot*- 
tiou,  showing  the  manner  in  whieh  a  Prestdcat 
might  be  elected  against  the  will  of  a  lave  ma- 
jority of  tM  people,  aad  a  large  majority  of  Stales, 
whieh  I  will  hpg  leare  10  repeal.  The  whole 
number  of  Electors  for  Ihe  ninelern  Siatex  coni- 
posiog  ihe  Uoloa  at  the  last  Presidenlial  electioB, 
IS  SSI,  of  whieh  111  make  a  najoriiy,  aud  caM 
choose  a  President.  The  Slates  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  PenRsjIrania,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  whieh  are  composed  of  co^ 
liguous  lertiiory,  and  may  hare  strong  politiari 
reasons  for  combination,  hare  113  Electors, — two 
more  ihau  are  necessary  for  choocieg  Presidcai. 
A  bare  msjoriiy  in  ihe  Legiriaturcs  of  these  six 
States — oneorihemasmill  9iate,aDd  oneof  mid- 
dle size— ooald,  by  possibility,  counteraot  ihewitt 
of  six  or  seven  niilljoiis  of  people,  sod  electa  Pi^ 
sideaC  in  defiance  of  the  residue  of  the  Uaiou. 
The  Legislatores  of  five  Slates— Ma ssach use ttt, 
New.Yorh,  PeansylvBuia,  Marykcd,  and  Vir- 
giaia — Which  have  112  Electors,  could  produce 
the  same  effect.  But,  if  we  take  into  caleuNHictt 
the  lweniy-oa«  States  now  forming  the  Ucio«, 
they  have  237  Electors ;  add  Atabama,  which  ia 
seen  to  he  a  SMta.  ihe  nnnther  would  be  aSft— 
a  majority  of  116.  Thesixfirst-meBtioaedStaiea, 
with  the  Slate  of  Delaware,  have  117  SlaaLora, 
and  can  ohoose  a  Presideat. 

The  eases  I  baT«  slated  are  extt^me  eases.  It 
is  said  extreme  eases  prove  noibii^.  Soil  would 
be  with  these,  if  the  evil  to  be  apprehended  moat 
happen  in  the  extreme  degree  atated,  or  not  ka^ 
pan  Dt  all.  But  it  is  very  obvious  that  ifaata  an 
■aany  intermediate  decreet  of  nieehief,  wbioh 
may  and  will  happen  at  every  cantesied  Pmi- 
dential  election,  if  we  adhere  to  our  prtait 
system. 

How  easily  will  it  he  to  ptoenre  comhinattMW 
amoni  Slate  LegislUores,  and  how  admirably 
calculated  to  promote  the  schemes  of  amhitian  I 
The  amall  band  of  iairigtier*  neocsaary  for  aaoli 
operations  would  hav«  the  siroRgest  posaiUo 
indueemenis  far  perseveeance,  as  ih«y  would  di- 
vide or  cakokte  lo  divide  among  themselves  Ito 
whote  pauoaage  of  the  Prcsideni,  aod  ill  ike 
[riaeea  and  emolamente  within  his  gift.  Ia  thia, 
however,  they  would  somciimes  fiod  tbemsetvaa 
disappointed,  when  the  individual  they  bad  ela- 
valed  should  find  hinwelf  in  a  siloatioo  lo  kick 
from  ander  him  the  ladder  by  which  he  had 
ascended. 

In  proporlioa  as  we  diminish  the  circk  upon 
which  iotrigue  ii  to  act,  in  the  same  proporlioa 
do  we  add  to  the  foroe  and  energy  of  that  ioirigua. 
Suppose  it  to  he  aieeriained  that  the  majoriiy  in 
fiveof  theaix  States  first  meoiianed  are  in  bvof 
of  a  partiettlaf  caadidate  as  PreEident,  and  that 
Ihe  point  is  dmbifiil  m  respects  the  sixth,  and 
that  the  gaining  an  iolueniial  iiMtividoal  would 
turo  the  balance:  the  foree  of  intrigue,  which 
would  produee  ao  aeniible  effect  upon  two  hun- 
dred and  iweoiy-one  districts,  ivould  be  irresiaii- 
ble  when  applied  lo  a  single  point. 

And  here  lei  me  observe,  thai  our  preaent  qia- 
tern  holds  out  Ute  most  inviting  theatre  tat  the 
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exercise  o{  fordgD  iouigiie  taifntaiga  ioflveace, 
mgtiati  which  we  mre  wanied  to  guaid  t»d  pro- 
tect dtrwlTe*  by  the  biaiOfi«s  of  mil  imIwim  who 
Mrs  lost  their  libertiH.  We  roait  ill  bm 
ebacTTcd,  ihat  the  greaieal  Etrocgles  fot  power 
between  the  political  paitie*  hare  unneoiatelf 
pcttceded  ibe  PreaideDtiBi  eleeiiom.  ThcEe  strug- 
gle* ID  the  Stww  nearer  equallf. divided— espe- 
cially ID  itte  large  Stales— will  coDtinue  to  be 
jMBGoed  to  deaperatioB  .under  the  pieteot  system ; 


dBrerrihiBg  Is  put  to  haaard.  A  partjrmuat  gain 
or  loae  all :  there  is  no  iatermediale  point  oo 
vhieh  to  rest.  la  the  Si^e  of  Neir  York,  for 
lulanoe,  if  the  Fedetal  partf  ahonU  f  >in  tmck  ao 
-•eceniOB  of  Birea^lh  as  to  give  them  a  bare  ma- 

i'oritf  in  the  Legulaiure,  ibey  wo«U,  inatead  of 
lariog  DO  vote  Mrhaiever  in  the  daction  of  a 
Fceaidefit,  be  enabled  to  gi*e  tiwir  oBMiidate 
iweDiy-Qine  Toiei ;  and  (his  nunber,  (altcn  from 
the  opposiDs  oandij ate,  would  in  fact  makeadif- 
lerenee  of  fifir-cicht  votes  ie  the  ekciieo.  The 
object  therefore  beiog'Oo  rery  gtcat,  n*  boHod, 
waaid  be  set  to  the  parties  in  tbeir  struggle  for 
:powcf ;  aad  in  the  furious  eooteat,  iMOor,  juiiices 
e<Hiseienee,  all,  would  yo  to  wieok. 

WfaeaBT«rthem4J0filf  inagreatStateohaoges 
iron  the  one  tide  to  t£e  otiier,  it  ^odooes  Mich  a 
oaacussioa  as  aot  ooly  to  ihake  the  Stale  to  tlie 
«en(te,  bKi  to  produce  an  aeitaiion  in  tfce  Uhmb, 
.deoiriciive  of  the  haonotiylbat  ought  io  praemtl 
in  our  sytlein. 

This  rery  circutDt lance,  m  no  email  decree, 
lends  io  create  aad  keep  aUi>e  UiAt  psTiy  aiuaos- 
ity,  thai  poUtieat  w«rfaM,  which  Atmosi  eoo- 
■atuity  aciMiea  and  distracta  the  larger  Stales. 
£I«sr  differeal  would  the  ease  be  n«Ar  the  pro- 
M«ad  amcndiBfliill  Supixue  the  Fedenltets  in 
New  York  to  he  itearljr  e^ual  to  their  opponents, 
*nd  to  have  majorities  iaJhirlaen  of  the  twenty- 
«e»ea  dislticia  isto  which  that  State  would  be 
4ivided,  a  struggle,  which  under  iIm  preaeol  »•- 
<tem  woold  give  thema  baie  m^ority  in  the  Le- 
fisbtore,  and  make  a  difiereaoe  oi  fifiy-eif[ht 
vote*  in  the  Fretideoiial  aleciioa,  ifould  be  in  tact 
batfainiogoflediatriol.aad  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing the  two  additiaaal  Blec ton— being  a  gain 
of  three  fileciora,  aod  making  a  differeiue  of 
;aix  in  the  cleotioo.  The  object,  iharefore,  aol 
being  cooBparwivelr  of  great  inpostaoce,  woeld 
jiroduce  im  de«peralealrUfgle--no  daagetous  agi- 
latiM.  There  woald  aliU,  bowever,  be  eno«iKb 
Jeft  10  call  .forth  all  tb<  |Mtly  feding  Ihatougbt 
«T«r  to  be  exeiled. 

Uader  the  present  aysieai,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
apprebeadeil  tint  some  aspiring  ifidiniduat  may 
gam  the  Mipreae  power,  agaiaat  the  will  of  s 
great  majority  of  the  people.  To  submit  t&auch 
A  Pretidnt  would  be  daemed  an  iatolcrable  op- 
pression,  and  would  probably  e»d  in  the  loes  of 
«nT  libeilies.  To  resist  the  moii  probable  alter- 
native would  bciog  on  a  civil  war,  whieh  would 
Miminale  in  a  military  despotism ;  and. the  dan- 
ger of  this  result  i>  evideatly  incKMcd  by 
uercasiag  the  number  of  Siuea. 


It  is  not  probable  that  the  CoDstiluiion  when 
ssbmitled  to  the  Staira  for  ratifieation  was  such 
as  exactly  pleased  any  one  of  theCooTeDtion  who 
foimed  it,  or  those  vlio  concurred  in  its  raiifioa- 
tion.  It  was  perhaps  ibe  best  that  oould  have 
beea  agreed  upon,  amidst  the  conflicting intereels 
and  toBirariety  of  sentiments,  that  prevailed 
amoDg  the  members  of  the  Convention.  The 
woad^  is,  not  Ihat  it  has  faults,  but  that  it  basso 
few  faults,  ooQsidering  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  formed.  The  isstrumetil  carries  OD 
its  face  en  admission,  that  it  is  iiaperfect,  by  pro- 
viding the  means  of  its  amesdmeat,  wiiboai 
whieh  provision  it  would  aerer  have  been  nUi- 
fied  by  the  rcqoiied  an m be r  of  Stales.  Indeed 
many  who  eoneurred  in  the  ratification,  did  it 
undn  express  deolaratiens,  that  important  amend- 
ments were  aeceesary,  some  of  which  were  stated 
at  the  time,  aud  have  since  beaoue  a  part  ef  the 
GsastitutioD.  But  human  wisdom  cotild  not 
foresee  all  the  amenduMiits,  that  experience  might 
prove  to  be  neeessary.  And  in  the  second  con- 
tested Preeideatial  election,  that  of  1601,  out  Gov- 
eioueni  was  upon  the  jmnt  of  ditsoluiion.  in 
eoDsequencs  of  the  provision  requiring  the  EUao- 
tors  to  vole  for  two  persons  as  Fresideoit  against 
.wbieh  no  voice  has  bem  tatsed. 

The  most  difficult  task  that  devolved  upon  the 
OonveotiiM  who  farmed  our  Consiituiio^,  waa  to 
establiah  the  iirineiple*  wbieh  should  regu|at«  the 
election  and  eoDtfol  the  power  of  the  Chief  £xa- 
. entire.  Tbiaaolyect  aodoubt  Msetved  their  moat 
diligcat  atUntioA,  their  moat  laberioiis  iuvastjga- 
lion.  And  yet  I  hope  I  shall  net  be  Aoeusad  at 
any  want  of  lespecc  far  the  atataiDian  and  pttuiot* 
who  formed  .ihu  Conslitution.  if  I  expreas  an 
opinioo,  thai  the  provisions  on  this  subject  do  not 
exhibit  that  degree  of  wisdom,  which,  judging 
fmrn  other  part*  of  the  saiBe  iosttumeot,  we  bad 
a  right  to  axpecl  from  them. 

The  regitlatioBE  for  choosing  the  ExecDllve  of 
the  United.  .Stales  are  more  vague,  note  uncer- 
taia.  moee  xndefined,  more  variable,  mere  aubjeot 
to  Muse^  ihui  an  the  rt^ulations  for  cboosing  the 
raeaaett ofieer in  (heeommmuty.  Aodasioaay 
affaemal  control  upon  tbe.power  of  theSxecutire, 
that  ami  depead,  as  it  heretofore  has  dene,  rathar 
upon  the  vimies  of  the  individual  exercising  the 
omoe,  than  upon  any  fMHiiive-  regulations  OOD- 
lained  ia  iHe  Conatitutton.  The  broad  toad  to 
monarcby  is  left  open — encumbered  indeed  with 
obsuuctions,  but  such  as  will  easily  yield  to  .the 
preasuie  of  ambitioB. 

The  moat  obvious  barrier  to  the  career  of  ata- 
hition  on  the  part  <k  a  President,  would  have  been 
a  reasonable  limit  to  the  time  in  which  any  one 
cKHild  exercise  this  important  office.  Thif,  how- 
ever, was  omitted,  no  doubt  alier  a  full  discussion 
of  the  subject,  and  for  reasons  which  1  cannot  di- 
vine. As  yet,  it  is  true,^«iperieiice  has  not  exhib- 
ited any  necessity  for  such  a  barrier,  for  the  am-  ' 
bitioii  of  our  Presideats,  thus  far,  has  been,  not  to 
extend  or  perpetuate  their  power,  but  to  increase 
the  happiaem  nod  prosperity  of  the  country  over 
which  they  have  presided.  TbiB,howeTei^letiH 
remember,  is  not  the  usual  current  of  ambiuon. 
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We  bare  cosBtantly  tbe  mcwt  deplorable  evi- 
dence of  the  lotal  inkdeqaaer  ot  oar  ajratem  to 
nwulate,  with  any  degreeof  aafetr,  ibeeieclioo  of 
aPreiident.  In  tbe  year  1801,  il  was  io  the  power 
of  a  liaglc  iodiTidaal,  in  the  Seoaie  of  Peoaijrl- 
Tania,  lo  give  to  that  State  flfieen  Eiecton  or  to 
deprive  her  entirely  of  k  vote,  a(  hi*  plaatare.  Id 
Ihe  election  of  aPretideni  that  year,  all  tbeElec- 
lon  of  Sonth  Carolioa  were  ia  favor  of  the  eao- 
didate  who  nllienately  succeeded,  bat  the  Stale, 
in  the  House  of  Repreaentative*,  voted  aMinat 
bin  i  at  the  same  time  all  the  Elector*  of  New 
Jersey  voted  aniDit  that  oaodidale,  and  the  Stale 
iDtheHoDseofltepreKiitaiivesTotediD  bisiavor, 
in  six  and  tbirly  talloU.  In  1812,  a  very  large 
majority  of  (be  State  of  New  Jeri«y  and  all  their 
RepresentatiTes  in  Congress  were  id  favor  of  ibe 
candidale  then  elected,  but  the  rotes  of  all  her 
Electors  were  against  him;  and  this  by  an  abase 
of  power,  that  may  probably  be  practised  again, 
in  that  as  well  as  other  States. 

We  cannot  look  into  the  hislorf  of  our  Presi- 
dcDtial  eleetloDs,  without  meeting  at  every  step, 
ihe  most  deplorable  proofs  of  the  imbecility  of  our 

Warned  by  the  dangers  we  escaped  in  1801, 
we  have  so  far  altered  the  Conttiiuiion  that  we 
shall  not  again  be  exposed  in  precisely  the  same 
manner,  and  by  precisely  the  same  cause  we  were 
before,  fiat  there  are  other  dangers  much  more 
apparent  than  that  was,  before  actual  experiment 
bad  preseotediito  our  view  ^dangers  which  can 
never  be  obviated  while  the  minority '  have  the 
power  of  choosing  a  President. 

Oreat  a*  the  danger  is,  that  some  ambiuous  in- 
dtvidaal  may  gain  the  Presidential  Chair  against 
the  will  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people,  the  sob- 
iect  presents  itself  in  another  point  of  view,  not 
leas  interesting.  I  mean  the  operation  of  oar  sys- 
tem, 10  enable  an  ambitious  President  lo  perpein- 
Birkis  power  and  to  transmit  it  to  his  posterity. 
It  is  trne,  the  illustrious  patriots  who  have  filled 
that  exalted  station  have  nooe  of  them  discovered 
a  wish  to  continne  in  office,  for  k  longer  period 
than  eight  years ;— but  such  in*ianees  of  volunury 
retirement  from  power  are  rare  occitrrenees  in 
the  annals  of  the  world,  and  will  some  ages  hence 
be  cited  as  almost  Incredible  instances  of  the  vir- 
tue of  the  ancient  Repablic.  Such  examples, 
however,  will  in  future  times  be  rather  the  object 
of  praise  than  of  imitation. 

Let  OS  suppose,  that  at  some  future  period,  we 
shall  have  a  President  of  forty  years  of  age,  of 
great  talents,  unbounded  ambition,  and  an  insati- 
able thirst  for  power ;  the  period  of  eight  years 
would  elapse  at  about  that  period  of  life  when 
ambition  takes  the  firmest  hold  of  the  human 
mind.  He  wonid  easily  persuade  himself  thai  ibe 
public  ioieresis  would  suffer  by  his  retiring  from 
office.  Thegreatfaciliiy  of  securing  a  re-election 
nnder  our  present  system,  would  be  a  temptation 
not  to  be  resisted.  Andtbe  host  of  choice  spirits, 
by  whom  he  would  be  surrounded,  would  certainly 
aucceed  in  persuading  him  to  brar  the  weight  of 
GoveromeiM,  for  anotber  period,  and  another,  and 
another,  to  the  end  of  hia  life. 


Suppose  this  President  to  have  a  son  of  taleniy 
and  ambition  like  his  own,  and  of  a  soitaUe  am 

become  bis  successor.  The  transmission  of  the 
power  from  the  father  to  the  son  would  excite  no 

-il  apprehension.    Hia  election  wonId  be  a 

latter  of  form,  and  oar  Government  woal4 
quietly  sink  into  an  hereditary  monarchy ;  after 
which  a  Tiberius,  Caligula,  ot  a  Claudius,  might 
reiga  tioeoQtrolled  in  America.  These  are  not 
mere  illokione— mere  phantoms  of  the  brain.  Had 
ihe  candidale  in  1801,  for  whom  such  desperate 
bat  DDFUCcessfnl  efforts  were  made,  succeeded  ia 
obtaining,  in  the  House  of  Repiesenlalivea^  place 
for  which  he  was  not  intended  byasingle  Bleclot 
who  voted,  he  would  eagerly  have  seized  upon 
the  reins  of  Oovernment.  And  what  would  have 
been  the  consequence  t  We  have  reason  lo  be- 
lieve he  would  have  been  hurled  from  his  chair, 


and  all  the  horrors  oft  civil  war. 

-But suppose  be  had  possessed  those  great  mili- 
tary talents  which  his  friend*  have  gratuitously 
ascribed  to  him,  and  bad  been  enabled,  with  the 
Treasury  aad  the  small  military  force  that  would 
have  been  at  his  disposal,  to  crash  all  oppMittos 
lo  bis  power,  would  be  not  under  our  present 
system,  with  bis  laleai*  for  intrigue,  whicn  have 
never  been  overrated,  bv  his  friends  or  bis  ea^ 
mies,  and  which  have  been  rarely  equalled  iB 
any  country  7— woaid  he  not  have  been  able  to 
secure  a  re-election,  and  another,  and  anotber,  to 
Ihe  end  of  his  life  7 

But  suppose  an  incredible  case,  that,  at  Iha  ex- 
piralion  of  eight  yeara,  hia  ambitioa  had  eeased 
to  operate,  and  that  he  no  longer  wished  to  eon- 
tinnein  poweri-Would  he  have  dared  lo  retire  to 
privatelife?  Would  he  have  dared  to  relinqaish 
a  power  which  for  eight  years  he  bad  held  by 
force  and  fraud, '  in  despite  of  the  wilt  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  people  1  If  he  had  despised  daiK 
ger  as  it  respected  himself,  wenld  he  have  aben- 
doned  his  friends  who  bad  faithfully  adhwed  tu 
his  fort unea,  and  supported  his  authority  at  all 
hsxardsf  Sit,  (he  moment  he  should  have  re- 
tired from  power,  a  reaction  would  have  taken 
place  which  would  have  overwhelmed  him  and 
his  friends  in  rain.  Unfortunate  indeed  would 
be  tbe  situation  of  *ucb  a  President;  not  so  the 
situation  of  oneolecicd  by  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  would  test  securely  upon  the  strong 
aim  which  had  placed  him  in  power,  and  whieb 
conid  proleol  him  there.  He  would  fear  no  pop- 
ular commotions,  no  insurreeiions  against  toe 
exercise  of  his  lawful  authority;  and  when  be 
should  have  performed  his  official  fanctions  for 
a  reasonable  period,  .he  might  relieve  hiouelf 
from  the  weigiit  and  the  cares  of  Qnvemmenk 
and  retire  to  private  life,  amidst  (he  blessings  « 
his  fellow-oilizens,  where,  exercising  the  virtOK 
which  have  adorned-  the  illustrious  character* 
who  have  preiided  over  tbe  United  States,  he 
would  find  in  bis  declining  years  that  literaryj 

ehilosopbic,  and  sveet  repose,  so  ardently  desired 
y  the  great  and  the  good  in  allagesof  Ihe  world. 
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I>1  nt  Dot,  while  contemplaiing  aaeh  exsm- 
pla  of  ewlted  virlne,  whicti  are  ibe  pride  and 
tbe  boflU  of  OUT  nalioa,  be  lulled  into  faiai  seeu- 
ritf.  Let  ns  not  forget  that  the  constant  ten- 
dene^  of  oor  QaTerDineiit  is  towards  detpotiim. 
Ltt  Di  Dot  forget  that  ambiiioD  is  the  strongesl 
passion  of  the  loal:  "By  that  sin  fell  iha  an- 
gels." Let  us  Dol  forget  that  it  i*  a  daly  we  owe 
to  onnelres  and  to  jmstetilr  to  adopt  every  mea- 
aare  which  may  hare  b  tendency  to  preierre  the 
repniilieao  principles  of  our  OoTerninent. 

Ha?e  loTcrraied  (he  dangers  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  ambition  1    I  beliere  not.    Those  dan- 


Sit,  lbs  time  will  come,  I  fear,  when  onr  ooud- 
try  will  be  filled  with  an  army  of  pensioBert, 
aJwaya  Ibe  friends  of  arbitrary  power.  The  time 
will  come  when  we  ihall  have  a  numerous  host 
of  offioers,ciTil  and  military,  in  every  department 
of  the  Qorernmeni,  spread  over  our  immense 
territory,  looking  np  to  the  President,  as  the 
•onrce  of  their  power  and  emoluments.  The 
lime  will  come  when  luxury  and  extrava^nce 
will  banish  from  our  country  erery  species  of 
repttblicBD  rirtae ;  and  the  time  will  eoibe.  I  fear, 
when  this  Senate  shall  be  no  more  than  the  sha- 
dow of  what  it  was  JDiended  lo  be  by  those  who 
formed  our  Ccnaticuiion ;  when  it  shall  be  no 
check  whatever  gpon  the  Executive;  when  it 
iball  be  as  insignificant  as  was  the  boasted  Sen- 
ate of  Rome,  in  the  lime  of  Tiberius.  The  whole 
patronage  of  GoTernment  will  centre  in  the  Pre- 
sident, and  that  ^troDBge, under  oar  present  ays- 
lem  of  choosing  Electors^  will  become  a  machine 
of  irresistible  power.    The  management  of  this 

ewer  will  become  a  oMtler  of  science.  He  will 
deemed  the  greatest  polltirfan  and  the  most 
able  mioisiar,  who  can,  with  a  given  portion  of 
patronage,  produce  (he greatest  effect.  Theforce 
of  this  power  will  be  applied  to  effect  ihe  pur- 
poses of  ambition,  with  as  much  economy  and 
sldll  as  the  force  of  water  is  applied  lo  the  wheel, 
or  (hat  of  steam  to  the  engine.  It  would  be  diffi- 
cnlc  (o  devise  a  plan  better  calculated  (o  acceler- 
ate the  approach  of  (hose  deplorable  events,  or  to 
ptomote  (he  views  of  an  ambitious  Prestden(, 
than  Ihe  present  system  of  choosipg  Electors. 

When,  by  a  combination  of  a  lew  States,  by 
the  obvloDs  means  which  I  have  anggested,  an 
ambitious  President  sould  control  a  majorily  of 
the  people,  be  might  throw  off  every  show  of 
ambition;  might  exercise  from  period  to  period 
Ibe  supreme  power,  with  seeming  reluctance, 
yielding  to  what  would  be  called  the  voice  of  the 
country,  and  paving  the  way  to  monarchy,  while 
the  world  would  b«  amused  with  his  hypocritical 
pretensions  of  a  desire  to  retire  from  the  weight 
ofpablicafiairs. 

When  Augustus  Ctetar  had  secured  to  himself 
the  support  of  the  Senate  and  tbe  army  of  Rome, 
he  played  the  hypocritical  farce  of  attempting  to 
abdicBie  his  usurped  power;  bat  was  persuaded 
by  those,  who  he  knew  would  persuade  bim,  to 
M  considered  as  the  head  or  Prince  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and,  in  conjoaction  with  Ihcm,  to  administer 


the  aflbira  of  the  Qovernment  for  ten  years,  by 
which  time  peace  and  proiperiiy  might  be  re- 
stored (o  tbe  Commonwealth.  At  (he  expiration 
of  that  period  (he  same  ridiculous  farce  was  re- 
peated, and  again  and  again,  during  his  long  life  i 
and  after  be  was  as  firmly  sealed  on  (he  im)>erial 
throoa  of  Rome,  as  Alexander  is  upon  that  of  all 
the  Russias- 

Wben  AugDstos  seized  upon  the  liberties  cf 
Rome,  Brntns  was  dead;  but  his  spirit  was  not 
extinct.  Augnstus  found  the  Roman  people, 
though  greatly  corrupted  by  (he  civil  wars  of  hia 
time,  and  those  which  immediately  preceded  it, 
still  possessed  of  some  spirit  of  independence, 
some  love  of  liberty,  bu(  be  left  ibera  all  slaves. 

The  history  of  this  extraordinary  man  affords 
the  most  impressive,  tbe  qiost  admonitory  lessons 
to  (he  citizens  of  Ihe  Uniled  Sutes.  While  his 
insidious  march  to  empire  will  afford  a  model  for 
the  imitation  of  some  future  President,  it  should 
warn  every  citizen,  who  has  tbe  least  love  for  hia 
country,  to  watch  with  (he  u(niost  vigilance, and 
to  provide  every  possible  check  against  (he  am- 
bidon  of  such  Presidents  as  may  attempt  lo  estab- 
lish tbeir  power  by  the  subversion  of  our  libertlee. 

Some  gentlemen  may  (hink  that  L  have  over- 
rated Ihe  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  our 
f  resent  mode  of  choosing  Blectors ;  it  may  be  s« ; 
may  have  given  more  importanee  to  the  circom* 
stances  connected  with  (his  subject  (ban  they 
merit ;  but,  if  gentlemen,  thinking  so,  deem  my 
observations  worlbv  of  an  answer,  let  them  not 
satisfy  themselves  by  showing  that  I  have  ibiu 
overrated  those  dangers;  let  them  show  that  no 
sach  dangers  exist ;  let  (hem  show  that  ihe  Con- 
siiiuiion  already  provides  sufficient  checks  against 
ibecareerof  ambition,  and  I  will  vole  withthero. 

The  friends  of  this  measure  do  not  flatter  ihem- 
selve*  thai  the  proposed  amendment  will  afford  a 
remedy  for  all  tbe  evils  complained  of;  but  it 
will  afford  a  remedy  for  part  of  (bem.  It  will 
not  eradicate  the  principles  of  ambition,  but  it 
will  reurd   their  progress.    It  will  not  render 

Krpetual  our  republican  lotm  of  Government, 
t  it  will  probably  hdd  ages  to  its  duration,  and 
this  is  gaining  an  object  of  immense  magnitude. 
It  is  gaining  all  that  we  are  permitted  to  hopa 
for. 

The  seeds  of  death  are  interwoven  in  our  Can- 
slilQlion.  lu  fate  is  inevitable.  No  bumao  wis- 
dom can  save  it  from  dissolution;  but  by  wise 
measures  its  existence  may  he  continued  for  many 
ages.  Ardent  must  be  the  wish  of  every  patriot 
(o  pnl  off  the  moment  of  its  dissolution,  and  tu 
ihe  latest  possible  period. 

We  all  know  thai  the  term  of  oar  life  is  Itm- 
iied;  that  death  awaits  us.  None  but  madmen 
seek  to  evade  this  law  of  our  nature;  yet  it  is  the 
dictate  of  wisdom  to  devise  the  means  of  prolong- 
ing life,  and  for  patting  off  the  moment  of  disso- 
iuiion,  to  the  Uiest  period  which  the  laws  of  our 
naiute  will  permit, 

Ii  is  my  fervent  prayer  that  (be  proposed 
amendment  may  be  adapted,  not  with  tbe  vain 
hope  of  rendering  our  QovernmeDt  immortal,  bnl 
for  tbe  purpose  of  •eemiiig  the  prosperity  and 
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inttfrit;  or  ihe  Duion  for  niKDf  ages  yet  lo  come, 
ftod  Tor  the  pnrpose  of  ezieodiDg  ine  blessing 
which  ,we  eojof,  lo  millioos  and  miliiom  of  hu- 
miD  Wiags  who  raajr  inhabit  our  imm«nie  ler- 
tiiories  in  a  loag  Baeeeuioa  of  izea. 

Mr.  Babbofr,  of  Virttinia,  said:  IF  the  honor- 
able genlleman  rrom  New  Jenejr  riiea  with  re- 
lactance  to  address  ihe  Senate  on  the  proposiiioD 
nader  coasideralian,  how  much  more  shonld  I, 
who.  io  addition  lo  llie  tmsod  asiigned  bf  the 
genlleman,  labor  nnder  the  cooiciousnesi  of  hav- 
ing  to  addreta  an  BDwiUiag  audience;  who,  ia- 
atead  of  inttruciionB  in  mf  pocket,  jasiifying  me 
in  the  conrte  I  ihould  pursue,  have  no  ^ide  bai 
a  verf  fallible  judgment;  and  who,  iniietid  of 
comiag  into  the  deMte  with  mf  argumeDta  and 
faeu,  digested  wilb  the  aid  of  the  most  mature 
refleciion,  have  lo  enaonnicT  thoie  of  taj  sdver- 
Bsry  in  a  desullorf  manner,  with  only  a  moment'^ 
warning.  No  my  of  coDsOlalion  meets  my  ejre 
1b  this  cloud  of  difficulties  with  which  I  am  sur- 
rounded, hut  the  conriciion  that  I  have  s  just 
cause,  and  the  consolation  that  if  I  must  fall  I 
will  not  have  done  it  without  a  atru^gle.  The 
course  I  propose  to  j)Qrstie,  i*  to  sabmit  a  propo- 
sition for  an  inde&flite  postponement  of  Ihe  ques- 
tion, foeeaoee  I  am  tadtsposed  to  tampering  with 
theCoBsiiiution;  bat  if  in  ttaii  1  should  fail.  J 
■hall  then  propose  an  Bmendmenl  which,  as  tiie 


Biaiea,  and  make  the  election 
manner;  it  shall  become  eisentiatlf  national  in 
all  its  parts.  I  hare  a  Kpngnance  almMi  ittviu- 
elUe  to  ismperiDg  with  the  Constiluiion — not 
fren  an  idoUlrouB  reverence,  not  from  a  belief 
that  the  inslrtimeDt  is  perfect,  a«  ii  intimated. 
AIm  I  I  know  loo  well  that  it  ii  the  work  of  finite, 
imperfect  beings,  and  bears  upon  its  face  the  im- 
press of  its  auinon;  but  because,  under  it,  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales  enjoy  the  greatest 
share  of  happiness  which  has  been  dispenwd  to 
human  kind  tbiDugh  jsountlus  ages.  Nor  are  we 
alone  interested  in  its  blecsings.  Whtl  nation  or 
what  people,  between  the  poles,  where  one  rar  of 
science  has  ever  penetrated,  who  doee  not  look  lo 
as  ta  the  last  and  best  hope  of  soffering  humanity? 
What  Bufiering  TJCiim  of  lawless  sway  that  does 
not  east  hit  eye  lo  this  land  of  promise,  looking 
to  DS  across  the  waste  of  waters,  wilb  acaroely 
leas  hope  than  do  we  to  that  distant  boDrae  where 
the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary 
are  at  rest  1  To  maintain  ihis  insirainent,  thus 
charged  with  the  futnre  destiaie*  of  the  world,  in 
its  present  form,  till  an  eril  of  magnitude  is  aia- 
closed,  and  till  the  remedy  is  {ireaented,  a  remedy 
whose  coBsequeoces  are  sure,  is  a  species  of  loy- 
alty and  atiaohment  which  reason  ratifies,  and 
which  every  feeling  of  my  heart  cherishes.  Yes, 
sir,  ihe  defect  must  be  moat  apparent,  and  the 
remedy  as  palpable.  The  only  disease  is  fre- 
quently rstber  in  the  doctor  than  the  palienL 
This  prodigious  effort  of  poljiieat  wisdom  should 
alwaya  be  contemplated  as  a  whole.  A  part  mar 
strike  the  eye  as  defective,  but,  in  connexion  with 
the  T«ai,  may  be  iodiipenBable  as  well  to  its  bar. 


mooy  as  its  streogib.  1  proteat  aminst  adrea- 
lures  af^r  iheoreiia  perfection,  la  alterapiiag 
this,  you  may  involve  ua  in  disastrous  consa- 
qoeaees;andjhomeTer  perfect  a  proposed  remedy 
may  appear  la  the  abstract,  yet,  when  it  come* 
to  be  acted  upon  by  the  tempestuous  and  irregu- 
lar passions  of  man,  its  results  may  be  most  per- 
oicioDs. 

If  these  be  my  acDtiineiits  upon  alieratisns  in 
the  Conititntion,  which  do  not  involve  the  fun- 
damental articles  of  that  instTument— artioles  the 
TMuli  of  compromise  betweea  the  Siatee— they 
acquire  additional  strength  when  an  amendment 
is  proposed,  which  afiecu  such  pans  of  the  Con- 
Btiintion  as  palpably  resulted  from  such  .compro- 
mise,ai)d  upon  which  its  validity  mainly  depends. 
To  illustrate  my  view*,  permit  me  to  state,  were 
a  doubt  to  arise  as  to  the  power  graoied,  a  parti- 
cular branch  of  the  Government,  or,  if  yon  will, 
Oongrass— lake  for  example  the  right  of  conoeai- 
iog  the  States  by  inland  navigaijon.  by  whiek 
their  commerce  whose  regulation  is  confided  t« 
Congress— would  be  greatly  benefited ;  if  a  doubt 
should  exist  as  to  the  right  of  Congress  lo  exer- 
cise such  a  power,  and  the  nation  were  divided 
OB  this  question,  I  should  feel  no  difficulty  in  ap- 
pealing to  the  people,  the  original  Bouroe  of  our 
authority,  for  their  interprelalion  of  the  extent  of 
their  own  grant,  and  to  abide  by  an  eiprFssioa  of 
their  will.  On  the  contrary,  were  some  Utopias 
to  Miggeat  that  Ihe  representation  of  ihe  smaH 
States  in  this  body,  when  compered  to  the  larg^ 
was  too  asequel  to  be  endured,  and  propose  ae  ft 
remedy  a  recurrence  lo  the  baai*  of  our  insiito- 
tioDs,  the  will  of  the  majority, -I  abonld  considec 
the  proposition  as  iavotnng  an  eaiire  deparlura 
from  l£e  compact,  and  as  essentially  involviitf 
the  most  aacred  Incagcmcnt,  one  which  had  foi 
its  guaraniee  the  prighled  faith  of  theconlractint 
parties.  Considering,  therefore,  that  one  brnncE 
of  the  ameadraeni  proposed  does  seriously  aSeet 
an  article  of  the  Constitution,  ibns  secured,  I  am 
anxious  to  defeat  it. 

The  resoluiioo  under  consideratioo  propose* 
two  amendmenie:— The  one  to  tegulaie  the  man- 
ner of  choosing  Represeniaries;  the  other  of  cbooa- 
ingElectora  for  President  aad  Vice  President.  As 
to  the  Stat,  it  fa  uoneaessary,  because,  by  the  4lli 
section  of  the  CooHlitution,  Congress  have  the 
power  air eadjr  to  direct  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner, of  choosing  Representaiirea.  Why  ask  for 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution;  why  not 
bring  io  a  bill  7  Because,  says  the  gentleman, 
he  cannot  iadatge  a  hope  of  iis  success.  A  sog- 
gesiion  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  geatlemaa 
bad  already  expressed  his  fears  of  feilur*  in  hb 
efforts  u>  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Consiita- 
tion,  from  the  nb^iBcles  presented  in  the  inatrDment 
iiself  Iwo-ihirda  of  Congress  and  three- fourth*  of 
the  States  being  requisite  toglve  validitv  to  the 
amendment.  Ii  be  cannot  procure  a  majorityof 
Congress  to  a  bill  which  should  lake  the  principle 
of  his  amendment  as  iie  basis,  he  has,  indeed, 
good  cause  to  apprehend  that  he  will  be  unable 
to  procure  the  Constituiional  majorities  here  and 
in  the  State  Legislatures.    For  ray  part,  I  am 
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r«T  Trom  niDgltDg  af  regrets  with  iboae  of  the 
boBOrable  gentlcmin,  in  regard  lo  ihe  difficulty 
of  obleiaing  MDeBdmeDts.  On  ihe  eoairar;,  1 
bail  it  ■■  •  new  evideDce  of  the  wisdom  of  tlie 
■athorsof  the  CoaMtluiioa — «  majority  of  wboiD 
iti  airived  at  that  period  of  life  from  whieb 
Aej  might  look  upon  the  post  and  read  tbe  leti- 
UD  of  eiperiea«.  They  mast  have  leen  tbat 
mtleaaiien  of  spirit  in  man  which  waa  even  fa- 
tigued with  doing  well,  aod  which  cwiinually 
prompts  OS  to  fottue  an  imagiDary  good,  to  grasp 
U  a  BDadow  anid  loae  the  tubstaoee ;  aa  atirttnite 
implatited  iti  oiir  nature  b;  Providence  for  some 
wise  parpese,  but  which,  onlets  regnlaied  by 
wboletome  checkH,  net  anfrequeDlly  inrotves 
individuals  ksd  natjoni  ia  remediless  rmo.' 

But,  sir,  it  iatoma  noMnall  matter  of  smprise, 
iku  taeh  a  iinmaaitio*  ai  this  shoald  be  snb- 
■atied  Id  iht*  body;  ■  body  to  whom,  at  the 
last  aenfoa,  aa  atnendment  of  the  ConslitMion 
was  iBbnaitted,  w  explain  a>  doubt  a*  to  the  ex- 
Int  (rfoor  power;  a  qtMiiioa  which  had  equaUf 
divided  ibe  natiw,  taking  tbe  Mnikn«ita  of  the 
RepteanitaliTes  u  m  joat  criterion.  I  mm,  of 
(oarec^  tbe  powot  of  the  National  GoTernnKnl 
■•  to  Inlccnal  injHOTemaBtc ;  %  qnetlioo  which, 
■bov«  tdl  oUwr^  called  fof  an  amendinwiyaatl 
■iiw  To>«e«  oaly,  I  bdiere,  were  in  ita  favor. 
Bow  then  can  the  Senate,  eompoied  of  the  mme 
menb^v,  give  their  aHent  lo  the  ^reaent,  when 
ii  is  not  pretended  thai  our  power  is  not  full  and 
cnlfcit.  Tbe  people  will  le^i  **  they  ought. 
Why  mock  n  in  this  way  7  You  adi  for  power 
which  yoa  unequivocally  have]  and  r^nie  lo 
Boiunlt  Ui  «pQa  th«t  which  is  doubtful.  It  i«  bo 
|wrt  of  my  duly  to  attempt  to  leeooeile  this  pal- 
pable ineonsiatciicy.  Ooc  word  farther.  I  will 
pfoatne  ibe  (fenileown,  if  be  will  btiog  in  a  bill 
In  conformity  to  Ibe  4ih  seoiion,  my  cordial  sap. 
port,  for  i  entirely  approve  the  principle,  tbat 
the  R^»r*seoi«ti«es  slwuld  be  elected  by  dislcicte, 
as  thereby  a  result  will  be  produced  noai  essen- 
tial to  (he  fdl  efieM  of  the  true  prioeiptes  of  oar 
Qovernaeni,  that  tbe  UtepreMnlnlive  thoatd  be 
Ally  known  to  bi»  cODitiiaektt;  and,  by  reaid- 
ing  among  than,  abo«M  boaw  iheit  wants,  and 
pUticfpaM  their  feelings  and  interests ;  preeenl- 
ncin  thia  a  etroi^oaMitaBt  to  that  of  the  IHeetor, 
wfio  kaa  fant  one  insaiated  duty  to  perfbnn,  ttoi 
of  Toiiog  for  tbe  character  bis  coastiiaetitB  prefer, 
■a  Preside*!,  and  of  HboiD  a  ^edae  ie  abrayo  re- 
foirti^  and  mdecd  gieea,  botore  be  bauppotMd 
by  the  peopte.  So  Hm,  in  uSta,  it  ia  ef  little 
aa— Oqwenee  wbo  is  aelaoMt),  as  he  senea  only  aa 
■k  organ,  U  eoimy  the  wiahM  of  hie  eoastlinenta 
to  the  Bieoloral  odiqe.  He  furslsheathe  only 
reqniaite,  by  tbe  pMge  he  pteriously  girea  tiT 
aapporilng  tbe  man  of  ttteii  choice^ 

fiat  to  proceed  to  the  eccond  amendmeni,  whiah 
proposes  to  change  the  node  of  electing  Blectovi. 
It  must  be  nerceiveit  that  tbe  first  eftet  will  be 
to  deprive  tbe  States  of  the  power,  given  them 
by  th«  CotNtiiatioB,  of  diteeiiag  tlM  mode  of 
tnair  eloction. 

It  ie  worthy  of  remark,  tbat  wbile  tbe  Coosti- 
tnltoD  has  given  lo  Coogress  tbe  power  of  regn- 


ktlag  the  time,  plaoe,  and  manner  of  cbaoaag 
'ZeoreeenlntiTe*,  and  also  of  r^ulaiiog  the  tima 
ina  manoer  of  ohoosing  the  Senators;  yet  Cob. 
jreis  had  no  power  (o  touch  this  subject  save 
only  that  of  directing  tbe  time  of  choosing  the 
BUector*.  and  (bat  power  retained  only  from  >•• 
eeaaiiy,  for  lite  purpose  of  producing  a  uniCormity  ' 
-  to  the  time,  to  guard  ogainit  corruption  through- 
it  tfie  United  States.  If  it  ivere  esteemed 
proper  to  give  ibis  right  to  the  States,  aad  to 
wiiohold  it  from  Congrees,  npoo  the  adoption  of 
ConslitutioB,  what  delinqoency  have  tba 
es  comraitied  to  produce  a  forreiture  of  their 
rights?  Wl»t  (rason  preeenla  itself  to  justifr 
this  curtailment  of  their  privil^s  7  It  is  orge^ 
because  in  New  Jersey  and  Pcnnayleania  Ibey 
abased  the  power}  and  because  two  States  M 
the  Uoian,  in  limca  of  great  party  beat,  eoB' 
teeted  ikemselvea  incgwarly,  disgraoeJutly  If 
yon  will,  the  sin  is  to  bo  ivpoted  to  every  6la(a 
"  the  UnioD  so  aa  lo  rcsuk  m  thoir  djsfnnehis» 
tac  Upon  the  same  principle,  if  oae  or  tm 
of  the  districts  were  to  eondoet  ttaemsdvea  in  tin 
laiM  way,  aad  complaint  was  lodged  agaiast 
them,  tbe  whole  also  shoald  forfeit  their  rtah^ 
new  mode  laasl  be  inbalitiued.  It  i< 
jae  agawsl  a  system  beoaine  bad  me& 
when  in  pawet,  ocoaaionally  abui<  it.  Ii  is  itsf^ 
Goieot,  for  fauomn  purposes,  if  it  bas  been  en 
posed  to  the  most  violeot  shocks,  and,  nson  the 
whole,  has  survived  unhurt,  aod  produoed  dl  tbo 
good  coo*ei]ueoces  anticipated.  Soeb,  I  con- 
tond,  is  the  mocte  as  at  ptesenl  estaWisbed  by  th* 
CoostituiioD.  In  no  instance  has  one  been  eleeied 
tbe  high  statioa  of  Chief  Magasiraie  of  the 
tioo  who  had  not,  at  the  time,  a  majority  of 
a  people}  aad,  wlthont  ioduloing  vain  hope*) 
we  BMy  coafidcntly  expect  we  shall  iterer  have 
to  eaoosnier  a  severer  trial  than  that  ihnmgh 
which  we  have  pasaed. 

Bat  my  pfineipal  objection  to  the  proposed 
amcadraeat  arises  from  the  groas  ia«)mlity  of  iu 
eScais  agaiiMt  the  large,  aad  ia  &vac  of  the  small 
Stales.  If,  ihetefbre,  tbe  Smaie  should  nesolre 
to  canoel  the  compromise  oat  of  which,  mqne*- 
tionably,  grew  (be  arraagemeat  of  the  Consiitn- 
lioB  in  regard  to  the  Ptaaidcntial  elaatioa,  and 
' Bra  staoMC  in  their  ptofaseMaa  that 


on  the  unbiassed  and  nneontrolled  will  a 
aMJetiiy,  and  to  efioi  this  thn  ate  paspared  lo 
stnp  tbe  Statea  of  a  portion  or  the  power  gimn 
ibea  by  the  Coiutituiion,  thea  kt  thwn  naiia 
with  BM  in  an  amendtmnt  which  ahoU  plaoa  llM 
election  upon  tbeit  oboiee,  without  regard  to  tha 
divitioa  ot  tarrilory  Inso  Sutea.  Tbat  is,  if  th« 
election  must  benalional  in  Itsnanner,  tetltataa 
be  in  prineiplc}  to  that  end  kt  the  number  of 
Bleetois  be  IB  proportion  to  tJie  Repreaeotatives 
of  each  State,  to  (ha  exdnnon  of.  Scnalora,  aad 
in  tbe  event  of  no  deciion  by  a  majorily  of  tbe 


people,  and  the  conseqDeot  devolution  of  ihe 
etecilon  on  tbe  House  «  HepreeeataiiveG^  lei  the 
eleetion  there  be  decided  tqr  plurality  of  voseas, 


and  BOl   by  Statu.    This  mode  presents  a  nn- 
ttoDol  deeiien,  net.  merely  in  foam,  but  in  sob- 
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■ianc«.  I  wish  it  to  be  diatiuctlr  noderttood  ihat 
I  do  not  wish  to  ditlorb  the  pretent  BrraBgemeot, 
and  DoihJDg  wodd  iodoce  toe  leBQbmUa  propo- 
•ilioD  of  Ibe  kind  but  as  ■  defeDsi?e  meatuie. 

Br  tb«  CoDGiiiutioD,  IB  at  present,  tbe  cleciion 
is  of  1  compound  cbaiacter.  Parilv  nacioDal,  in 
■o  far  aa  tbe  number  of  Electora  shill  be  equal 
to  the  Damber  of  RepreseuialiTes,  and  Federal 
in  ao  far  aa  the  EImioci  aball,  from  each  State, 
great  or  small,  be  equal  lo  ibcir  repreienialioD  in 
tbii  bodjr ;  and  exclu>i*ely  Federal,  or  by  the 
StatM  in  (he  CTenl  of  de?olulioii  of  ih«  election 
on  the  HouEe  of  Representativea  where  ihejr 
vote,  not  numerically,  but  by  States.  LeaTJog 
fbe  right  of  regulating  the  eleciioa  to  the  Stales, 
tbe  large  Siaiei  do  not  so  aenalbly  feel  these  ad- 
Taatagci,  alreadv  enjoyed  by  the  imall  Bute*. 
Voiing,  as  ihet^do,  QnaDtmDUslf,ihey  haTecome-' 
thiBg  like  their  dne  weight  in  the  eleclioo ;  bni 
eui  up  into  disiriels,  it  may  happea  that  Rhode 
laland  may  haTB  four  roie^  and  New  York,  in 
effect  only  one,  by  a  dlriaioB  of  Tolea.    If  regard 


balfio  one  ;  but,  in  conaequence  of  the  two  TOtes 
giTen  10  Rhode  Islaud  as  an  independent  State, 
■he  is  eaiided  lo  four  votes,  and  New  York,  to 
Iweniy-nine,  and  consequently  ledaoing  ihe  in- 
fluence of  New  York,  when  compared  to  Rhode 
Isjand,  to  seren  and  a  half  iasieaa  of  thtrieen  and 
«  ball,  and  thereby  dephring  her  of  nearly  half 
ber  influence.  Nor  is  this  aU,  for,  in  Ihe  event  of 
BO  election  by  the  people,  New  York  end  Rhode 
Island  ba*e  precisely  an  equal  influencs  in  tbe 
election  of  President.  With  all  ibese  advan- 
tagea  under  tbe  eiisiiog  regulations,  the  small 
Slates  are  not  yet  aatisGed,  bui  propose  an  amend- 
raent  by  which  this  important  advantage  may  be 
frequently  biooght  into  active  operaiion — by  ihe 
division  of  ihe  vote  for  Pcesident.  I  am  jostiGa- 
ble  in  sayioK  that  the  election  will  more  fre- 
quently defcure  upon  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tivei  by  tbe  adopnon  of  the  amendment,  as  there 
isaroucb  greater  probabiliiy  of  a  division  in  an 
assembly  of  three  hundred  than  of  iweniy-one. 
The  former  ahorltv  will  be  tbe  number  of  Bleei- 
OTs;  the  latter  is  tne  number  of  SUIca  at  presenL 
The  mode  of  election,  if  left  to  Ihe  States,  permits 
obIv  twenty-one  bodies  of  Electors,  and  tnerefore, 
«arar  n  theqnestien  of  divisioii  ia  eoacerned, 
foiDiahing  only  twenty-one  Electors  ;  for,  by  the 
general  ticket,  there  can  be  no  division  in  the 
Btmie  vote,  whereas  there  will  be  shortly  three 
hnndred  Bleotora,  who,  in  addition  to  secliooal 
coostderations,  common  to  bolh,  have  all  tbe 
seeds  of  division  which  such  an  unconnected  dmss 
always  carries  within  its  bosom. 

So  much  of  (be  amendment  aa  still  retains  lo 
the  Stales  the  ti^bt  of  electing  two  Electors,  in- 
dependent of  its  meongruity,  f  would  say,  but  for 
personal  respect  to  the  mover  of  the  proposition. 
was  an  insult  to  tbe  Stales.  What  aoes  it  anil 
Mew  York,  when,  by  districting  ber,  you  have 
shorn  her  of  ber  real  strength;  when  you  have 
apoiled  her  of  the  aubslance,  to  leave  this  effigy 
of' ber  format  powal    Nay,  sir,  by  thii  Very  arr- 


rangemm,  the  weight  of  Ihe  smaR  States  ia  n- 
creased.  Delaware  sends  two  by  districts  and 
elects  two  by  her  Legislainre.  Her  vote  must 
always  be  three  to  one;  generally,  ao  undivided 
vole.  New  York — and  so  with  the  li^e  States 
generally — if  divided  into  districts,  and  Eleclora 
of  different  parlies,  or  candidates,  should  be  elected, 
~  ill  not  be  able  to  weigh  at  much  in  tbe  scale. 

But  why  this  incongruity?  Either  divide  the 
State  into  districts  equal  lo  her  Electors,  or  leave 
it  as  it  is,  and  pretend  not  to  con^pensaie  for  the 
rigbis  which  yon  take  by  so  inaigpiflcant  a  boon 
as  the  one  held  oui. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  entered  into  a 
long  and  inlrieaie  calcolaiion  to  show  that  a  mi- 
nority may  elect  the  President  under  tbe  present 
arrangement.  If  the  fact  be  admitted,  what  is  tbe 
advantage  gained  by  bis  argument  1  When  tbe 
Stales  are  districted,  may  not  the  same  reaall 
happen  1  And  if  the  election  is  in  tbe  Honse  of 
Repreeentalives,  to  be  deeided  by  Siaiee,  will  not 
an  insignificant  portion  of  Ihe  people  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates  have  (be  electitm  in  their  band*  ?  In 
illuvtralion  of  the  first  suggestion,  take  the  State 
of  New  York,  divide  it  into  south  and  north  ;  the 
former  shall  be  suanimons  in  favor  of  A,  and 
shall  have  thirteen  districts  j  the  latter  shall  in 
each  district  be  equally  divided,  save  one  easting 
vote,  ia  faror  of  B:  hence  it  will  result  that  at- 
though  nearly  ihree-fouribs  of  New  York  arc  in 
favor  of  A,  yei  B  will  have  a  majority,  in  proof 
of  the  lalier  su^estioa,  we  need  only  refer  to  tbe 
repreaeniBiioo  of  eleven  of  the  small  Slatee  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  equal  to  tbirty^iz 
members,  yet  eleven  being  the  majority  of  twen- 
ty-one, the  whole  number  of  (be  States^  wonld 
have  power  to  decide  the  election  against  the 
express  will  of  four-fifths  of  the  Uniied  States. 
Th^  fact  is,  that  a  consequence  of  this  kind,  if 
extreme  caies  be  admitted,  is  inseparably  incident 
to  every  election  made  by  Electors  taken  from 
(be  different  divisions  of  [be  territory.  In  on* 
section  (bey  may  be  unanimousj  in  another  a 
majority  of  one  may  weigh  lb reogh  the  Bleot- 
ors,  whose  election  bis  vote  has  decided  equal- 
ly with  ihoasaDds  in  another  territory.  Thia 
position  is  too  plain  to  teqnire  further  elncida- 
tien,  and  the  amendment  propoaed  by  the  geotlo- 
man  will  be  a*  snliject  to  its  tnflaenee  a»  the  pn- 
sent  arrangement. 

Bui  tbe  principal  ground  upon  whieh  the  gen- 
tleman resta  bis  argument  is,  that  it  will  avoid 
intrigaeand  foreign  influence.  If  this  were  true 
of  iaiti^e,  then,  indeed  would  the  gentleman 
have  a  right  to  chaUenge  a  nnanimons  vole^  not 
only  here  but  thjongh  the  nation.  As  to  foreign 
influence,  I  have  no  apprehension.  I  have  no 
belief  that  all  ibe  money  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  would  ha  able  lo  corrupt  Ihe  Legisla- 
tures, or  a  majority  of  them,  oi  the  twenty-one 
Stales.  If  ever  that  time  should  arrive,  it  wilt 
be  of  but  lillle  avail  what  we  shall  this  day  do. 
The  people  will  no  longer  be  fit  fora  free  govern- 
ment, and  whatever  may  be  written  in  (he  Con- 
stitution will  not  weigh  against  the  dost  of  the 
balance. 
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to  the  CoiuHtulioh. 


8»r«n, 


Tbil  ambitioDs  men  *ill  alirars  exist,  sod  whi 
will  seek  to  grBtifj  ihei'r  riews  bf  lb«  moat  irre 

Slat  eflbrlt,  ii  readilv  fdmined.    That  the  Pre- 
eDliftl  chair  should  be  guarded  asainsi  Ibeir 
•ppToich, by  erery  precaution  which  nuniBt 
dom  can  devise,  ia  equally  true.    With  thei 

miuioDs,  which  I  idmE  freely  inake,  perm 

to  ioqaite  where  these  efforts  are  likny  to  hare 
the  ffieaieil  effect?  Upon  the  Legiili 
tbe  States,  compAsed  of  tbousaiids,  or 
Hoase  of  Representatives,  when  voting  by  States, 
where  one  man,  by  being  the  onlf  Repi 
live  of  «  State,  hta  a  vote  which,  in  efiei  . 
weigh  against  a  miliioa  of  inhabitants  whose 
delegation  is  limited  also  to  one  vote  7  The 
alarm*  of  the  bouorable  gentleman  are  alive  only 
to  the  danger  of  tbe  corruption  of  the  many  of 
the  State  Lc^ialaiure,  but  are  perfectly  quieted 
a*  to  the  possibility  of  the  cotrnptioa  of  one,  if 
he  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repreaenia- 
tives.  He  takea,  therefore,  all  power  fn 
former,  lest  they  shonld  b«  the  iDsttnmeuts  of 


intrigue  or  foreign  iofiue&ee,  while  be  lejeets, 
with  a  species  of  horror,  any  enrtailments  of  tt 
power  of  the  latter,  se  violating  the  sacred  prii 


eiple*  of  the  compact  between  the  States,  and 
tejects  all  apprehension  ofthe  attempts  of  iatrigua 
and  foreign  iDfluence  in  that  quarter  as  chimeri- 
cal! ""'  y**  ">'  honorable  gentleman  has  resor^ 
ed  to  tbe  only  ecoasion  which  has  ever  ocetirred 
of  n  devolution  of  the  election  on  the  House  of 
Representatives  furnishing  much  aid  in  support 
of  oia  proposed  amendment.  Had  1  reaoried  to 
it  insupportof  my  amendment  to  cause  the  elec- 
tion to  be  decided  by  plnrality  of  foles,  I  should 
have  thought  it  conclusive  j  but  that  tin  gentle- 
man should  attempt  to  enlist  it  in  support  of  his, 
is  truly  astooiahtog.  What,  sir,  when  on  that 
occasion  an  attempt  was  made  disgracefal,  wick- 
ed, and  alarming,  to  place  a  President  in  offise 
wno  bad  not  received  one  vote  for  that  o£cE,aad 
thirty  odd  ballon  were  taken  before  the  question 
was  decided,  a  question  which  depended  upon  the 
fidelity  of  ooe  or  two  individuals  repteseotioj 
States  which  ^ave  them  one  vote,  what  can  cie- 
ale  more  aarpriae  than  that  no  incident  of  this 
kind  shonld  oe  brong^ht  into  view,  in  support  of 
•D  amendment  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
which  will  be,  as  t  have  already  atlempied  to 
show,  frequently  to  produce  tbe  possibility,  at 
iMit,  of  a  similar  scene?  1  would  lo  Qod  that 
over  this  melaneholy  part  of  onr  anoala  the  man- 
tle of  fotgetfulness  could  forever  rest;  but  as  that 
is  a  desperate  hope,  let  us,  if  possible,  draw  good 
oat  of  evil,  by  proSting  by  the  lesson  it  incnl- 
cates.  Let  na,  Instead  of  multiptying  tbe  chances 
of  its  recurrence  apply  a  direct  remedy,  and  cut 
up  the  evil  by  the  rooia, 

Aa  the  honorable  geotlemaa  has  jaatly  and,  I 
may  add,  without  flattery,  eloquently,  depicted 
the  consequences  which  were  hanging  on  that 
event,  it  behooves  bim  to  unite  with  me  in  inter- 
posing barrier;  against  its  repetition.  Here  it  is 
that  intrigue  will  address  itself.  One  man  may 
be  corrupted— millions  cannot.  That  corruption 
did  not  take  place,  and,  as  a  consequence,  that 


Borr  was  not  elected  as  President,  was  not  be- 
cause  the  tempter  did  not  present  himself,  but 
because  there  were,  at  that  time,  no  Jodases  to 
accept  the  bribe.  For  we  have  been  told  by  a 
then  member,  in  a  public  memorial  at  this  session, 
that  the  chief  priests  offered  him  not  thirty  bnc 
some  hundred  pieces  of  silrer,  not  indeed  to  be- 
tray the  Saviour  of  mankind,  bat,  what  was  only 
second  in  Importance,  the  political  salvation  of 
tbii  country,  and,  with  it,  that  of  the  world.  If 
the  prophecy  of  the  gentlemaa  should  be  ful- 
filled, that,  as  we  advance  in  age,  we  shall  ad- 
vance in  corruption,  under  similar  eiroumstanoes 
some  Iscariol  may  be  found  who  will  sell  his 
soni  to  perdition  and  his  conntry  to  ruin.  I  will 
snbmit  therefore  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate, 
without  further  comment,  whether  the  amend- 
ment I  propose,orthatof  thegentteman's,  ismoit 
likely  to  protect  us  from  a  repetition  of  this  dis- 
graceful scene.  The  honorable  gentleman  bos 
endeavored  to  excite  onr  alarms  by  representing 
that,  with  the  eipansion  of  tbe  Republic,  intr^ne 
will  increase,  and  iu  effects  be  more  violent  and 
deatrnctive.  Wo  bare  been  presented  with  onr 
future  fate  In  the  catastrophe  of  Rome.  I  abhor, 
as  sincerely  aa  the  gentleman  from  New  Jerser 
or  any  other,  every  species  of  intrigue ;  yet  I  wiU 
not  surrender  myself  to  any  unnecessary  fear* 
from  the  example  of  ancient  times;  there  ia  no 
point  of  resemblance  ;  here,  power  is  distributed 
through  an  almost  booodless  empire;  there,  it 
was  confined  to  a  single  city  filled  with  fit  mate- 
rials on  wbicli  for  the  ambitious  demagogue  to 
acL  To  sain  an  ascendency  in  Rome  was  to 
conquer  uie  world ;  here,  however,  though  our 
metropolis  might  be  agitated,  if  Cesar  himself 


as  impotcDt  aa  the  zephyr  playing  on  the  bosom 
of  that  ocean  which  prescribes  our  limits  to  the 
West. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  though  1  pray  Qod  not  a  true  one,  has  con- 
cluded his  remarks  oy  exhibiting  a  frigbtful  pic- 
ture of  our  ultimate  destiny,  in  the  execution  of 
which  be  has  dipped  hia  pencil  in  colors  of  the 
darkest  dye— a  corrupt  people,  a  servile  Repre- 
sentation, a  timid  Senate,  like  tbat  of  Tiberioa, 
rccotding  edict*  only  of  blood  to  gratify  the  ty- 
rant in  the  person  of  aome  racoessfol  miliury 
cbiefUio  ;  these,  he  tells  us,  are  the  dreadful  eon- 
sequenees  of  a  rejection  of  his  proposition.  If 
tbfi  is  the  eondition  which,  under  any  cirenm- 
elaoces,  awaits  aa,  it  is  bat  idle  to  deliberate  upon 
Conatitutiooal  (Questions.  The  succeasful  usur- 
per will  give  himaelf  bat  little  trouble  in  coq- 
snlting  its  prorisiooa — bis  aword,  like  that  of 
Alexander^,  will  cut  the  gordian  knot.  It  is  to 
tbia  instrument  he  will  appeal  for  the  extent  of 
his  powers.  To  these  unhallowed  augnries,  I 
make  this  reply:  That,  if  it  be  the  will  of  Provi- 
dence to  give  up  this  happv  land,  this  last  abode 
of  freedom,  to  become  a  den  of  despots,  and  to 
snrreodet  to  their  mthless  hands  that  liberty, 
~riilioat  which  life  ceases  to  be  a  blessing,  then, 
pray,  most  ferrently  pray,  the  great  disposer  of 
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Orgam»atiott  fftlu  Cfiutt. 


Jakoabt,  IBlOi 


■TSitts,  that  iho  da;  which  wiloMsaa  ihair  tnli- 
attioo,  nur  ^^  i)>"t  which  shall  produoe  the  lose 
foretold  and  awful  cam  d«oauaeed  •jtniBst  all 
urrettriaJ  ihiogt — "  Time  is  do  more." 

When  Mr.  B.  had  cosoliMted,  Mr.  Fobsvtb 
rcNf  and  oppased  the  reuluiion  «[  coDsiderable 
leaglh.  The  resolatioa  hariag  been  ame&ded, 
the  qursiioD  wet  laben  on  orderiog  it  lo  be  en- 
gTOaied,  and  read  a  third  Ubk,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmaiiTe— ifees  28,  oiys  11,  ai  followa: 

T»*— Mucn.  BorrlU,  CriHaDden,  Dickwun,  Ba- 
imi,  Edwudi,  FroMientia,  Gotdibortnglv  Hoata^ 
iobaeoD,  KinK>  Laeock,  Macon,  Hallan,  Monil,  Hor- 
low,  Jfebk.  Otia,  Falnwi,  Sanfoid,  Smith,  8tak^ 
Btarei,  Talbot,  Thomw,  TidieoM,  Tea  Djle,  Wil- 


Nat*— Meaan.  Barbont,  Daggett,  Eppaa,  Foiayth, 
OaiUaid,  Hora^,  Leaka,  Boherte,  BugglM,  Tait,  and 
Tajlor. 

THDBaBAT,  Jssuanry  14. 

Ur.  WiLLtJMB,  of  TeDDcasee,  from  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Militarjr  Afiin  to  whom  the  sobject 
was  rererred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reKef  of  John 
A.  Diz ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
•ecoad  readiog. 

Mr.  FomyTH  atifamilted  the  following  motion 
fer  coDdderattOD ; 

Rttoked,  That  the  Comiaittee  on  the  Jndidti;  be 
iDatrgctad  to  inquire  into  the  eipediant^  of  preachbiDg 
bj  law  tha  mode  of  qnaitarie;  aoldiera,  anring  war, 
in  the  hoQMi  of  dtixeiu,  whan  the  pablic  eiiganriea 
maj  make  it  neceuary,  and  tbe  mode  by  which  pri- 
Tata  propertT  ma;  be  taken  for  public  use;  deaigaat- 
big,  particnlarlr,  hj  wboee  orJeri  ptopet^  ma;  be 
taken,  the  manner  e/ aacertaining  iianlae.  asd  the 
mode  b;  which  the  owner  ahall  neeiTe,  with  the  leari 
poewfcla  delaj,  tha  jHt  oooMnaation  ba  ihm  aaae,  ta 
wfakh  he  ia  entitled  bj  the  ConetitalioB  of  tke  United 


Rtt^vtd,  That,  in  lien  of  the  ninetoenA  of  the 
atanding  rateaDf  the  Senate,  the  (bllowfaigaballhenee- 
Jbtth  be  one  ef  tbe  ttanding  ralaa  of  the  Senate. 

•  AU  blUe,  on  a  aaoand  teadtaig,  ahall  ftrat  be  c«n- 
aldare^  by  the  Senate  in  the  aame  manaer  aa  if  the 
~       -  "    ■"      —  leef  the  Whele.beibre  they 


ralea,  i 

"  And  whoa  the  Senate  ahall  oMMider  a  tma^,  bill, 
or  leeolntion,  aa  in  Committee  of  the  WboK  the  Vioe 
Fieaideat,  or  Piwidant  or*  Umport,  m^  call  aneai- 
bat  to  flU  the  Chair  dnrmg  the  tuna  tha  Senate  ahell 
remain  in  Commiltaa  of  the  Whole  i  and  tha  diair- 
man,  ao  called,  ahall,  during  eucb  time,  hare  all  the 
powere  of  Vice  PreHdent  or  Preaideat  pro  tempore." 
The  Senate  momed  the  eoiteideration  of  tba 

lepoTl  of  the  Caminiiiee  of  daime,  to  whom  waa 
lefeired  the  petition  of  Richard  Bland  I.«e,  and, 

in  coneurreoco  tbetewiib,  tetolred  that  (he  pfayer 

of  the  peiiiioner  cauoot  be  granted. 
Mr.  JoBNeoK  preeen  ted  the  memorial  of  a  nom- 

bcr  ef  the  inhabitants  of  Loniaiaiia,  prayiuft  the 

coafiimation  of  oeriain  titUa  lo  laada  tbeiein,  as 


stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  waeread,  and  re- 
ferred 10  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairi.  to  whom  th«  eubjeci  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Timberkke;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  iccond 
reading. 

OROARIZATION  OF  THB  COURTS. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  dar,  the  Senata 
resumed,  si  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  10  provide  for  the  more  con* 
renient  organization  of  the  coort*  of  the  Untied 
States,  and  the  appointmcBt  of  eircurt  iadgea; 
and,  on  the  qnestioo  to  agree  to  the  foItowiDg 
motion  sabmitted  by  Mr.  Robebts  : 

"  That  the  bill  be  rcoommittad  to  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  with  ioitructioni  to  provide  in  the 
bill  for  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  additional 
jnstices  of  the  Soprema  Conrtj  and  so  to  alter  tha 
present  diviaionB  or  the  United  State!  into  circaita,  aa 
to  provide  for  the  more  speedy  adminiatration  of  jot' 
ttce  IB  the  States  of  Tenoeesee,  Rentncky,  LonWaa% 
Indlaska,  Mianasippi,  and  MBaia." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negalive — yna  11, 
nays  28,  as  follows: 

Tiis — Heairs.  Dickersen,  Eppes,  Forsyth,  Lacock, 
Mseon,  Noble,  Roberts,  SanfoH,  Smith,  Stokee,  eni 
TajloT. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsrbonr,  Bnrrill,  Ctittenden,  t>ag>- 
gstt,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Fromentin,  Oaillard,  GoliSrtioi<- 
angh.  Horsey,  Haater,  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Metleiv 
Morril,  Moitow,  Otts,  Palmer,  Rnggles,  Surer,  Tdl, 
Talbot,  TOomes,  Tiebenor,  Van  l^he,  WlUiunB  of 
Misnssippi,  aad  Witlians  of  Tennessee. 

Tbe  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PBEarDKjfT 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  tbe 
amendmenca  being  concurred  in,  on  the  qDcation, 
"  Bbalt  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  V  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — jeu 
25,  naya  14,  t«  follows: 

Tub— Measr*.  Bnttill,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Forajlb,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborongh, 
TorsCT,  Hunter,  Jobnaon,  King,  Leake,  HeDen,  Mor- 

iw,  Otia,  Rngglea,  S ~  "    ■"-"^-    ""-•^ 

Tan  Dyke,  WUlian 


FatSAT,  Jannarr  18. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOROusfl,  from  tbe  Committee  of 
CInime,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  Samnel  Ward,  asd  also  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samael  P.  Hooker,"  re- 
ported the  same  respectively  without  amendmeoL 

Mr.  JoansoH,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  rMort- 
ed  a  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cavalier  and  Feier 
Petit,  in  their  claims  to  a  tract  of  land;  and  lb* 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  Robebts  ptesenied  the  peiltioo  of  Oavid 
Heoly,  laie  of  Knoxrille,  Teanessee^  praylns 
compeniatioD  for  a  numbet  of  arms  impieaeeo 
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into  tbe  Mrrioe  of  the  United  SlU««,  u  Bdlcd  io 
tb<  peiilioD ;  which  wn  read,  and  rafemd  to 
tkt  Coninlttee  orClaimi. 

Hr.  Noble  prueaied  ihe  memorial  of  the  Co- 
Inmbiaa  United  Abolilion  Socieiri  praying  the 
paaaage  of  rd  act  more  effeclualljr  to  protect  per- 
■ona  of  color  eotitled  lo  freedom ;  and  ibe  memo- 
rial wu  read,  and  referred  (o  the  oommitlee  ap- 
|«riDted  oQ  the  15ih  of  last  raoath,  so  iha  reiotu- 
tion  of  ibe  Senate  respecting  the  tiare  trade,  to 
eoMiider  and  report  thereon. 

Hr.  DiMiTT  prc«enied  the  Mlilion  6{  James 
SimptOD,  American  Coniol  Ht  Horaeeo,  praying 
that  he  may  he  allowed  for  hia  aerrices  at  the  rate 
of  four  thousand  dollara  per  annum,  wfih  honse- 
rent  in  addition;  and  Ihe  paiJiioo  was  read,  and 
nferred  to  ibe  Commiliee  on  Foreign  Relaiioni. 

Ur.  LiAoooE,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Peaiiona, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  reaolntion  of  iha  8eb- 
aie,  directing  an  inquiry  as  to  the  propriety  of  ex- 
tending the  not  of  the-laat  leMioa  relative  lo  Rer- 
olntiooary  oAeers  and  soldiers,  so  as  to  proTide 
for  placing  the  wairaac  offieen  ia  the  naval  »ei- 
riee  on  the  same  fooling,  a*  to  the  amoant  of 
penaion,  as  other  oSecra  la  that  serTJee ;  made  a 
report,  aceompanied  by  ibe  foUowlag  reaolutioo : 

JCeaoAiM^  That  tfaa  oommittae  be  diachaifed  froni 
the  fhitfaer  mnsidBratioii  of  the  nitiject. 

Tbe  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  I4A000X,  from  tbe  same  committee,  who 
were  directed  to  inquire  into  (he  eijMdieacy  of 
inereniing  tbe  pensjoo  of  Caleb  Austin,  made  a 
tcpott^  accompanied  by  a  resoluiioa,  that  the 
committee  he  discharged  from  tbe  further  con- 
sideration of  ibe  Bubjeot.  Tbe  report  and  reso- 
Intion  were  read. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  tbe  Committee  on  PubJic 
Lands,  10  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Al- 
exander Macomb,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
the  following  reaolutiop ; 

Rt»oleed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitiooM,  ao  far 
as  it  rdatai  to  Stoaej  uland,  ong ht  to  be  graaied. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read, 

A  mteaMge  fn»n  the  Hottie  of  Represeatatirea 
iDfomed  the  Senate  thai  Ihe  Hoase  have  passed 
a  hiti,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beniamia 
Po(d ;"  «  biil,  eoUilad  "An  aat  for  the  rtlwT  of 
Henry  D«Tia{"  a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Adam  Kinsley,  Thomas  French,  and 
Charles  8.  Leonard ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  aat  an- 
thorising  the  payment  of  a  inm  of  nwoey  10  the 
officers  and  crews  of  ganboaia  nnmbM  one  hun- 
dred and  foriy^nina,  and  one  htudred  and  flfty- 
fbnTj''a  hill,  eatitied  "An  aei  eoncerniog  tbe 
heiri  nnd  Imtees  of  Thoinae  Tomer,  deceased  -," 
and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Kcania  and  Forsytb,"  in  wbich  bUb  they  request 
the  eononrrenee  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  six  bills  lait  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Laooox,  it  was  agreed  to  le- 
eonsiderihe  rote  of  the  Senate, on  engroaaing  and 
passing  to  a  third  reading,  the  readation  propo- 
ung  an  amendment  to  the  Constitmioa  of  the 
United  Swtes,  na  it  reapecM  the  ehoiee  of  Blect* 
ISthCoH.SdSESs.— 6 


on  of  Preiideni  and  Tlce  President  of  tbe  United 
Slates,  and  tbe  election  of  Repreientaiite*  in  the 
Congress  of  tbe  United  States ;  and  the  consider- 
ation of  ifae  tame  having  been  resumed,  as  in 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole: 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BanaoDB, 

"  That  tbe  resolution  be  tefiind  to  a  select  coa- 
mittes,  wilh  iDitnietioni  lo  to  modify  it,  that,  in  the 
event  af  the  hsppeoing  of  bdj  of  the  contingeociei  ia 
tbe  Conslitation,  by  which  the  election  deToWsa  en 
the  House  of  Bepreaentstives,  the  choice  of  Prendent 
shall  be  made  by  pluisUly  of  voice  sod  Dot  bj  States  i" 

It  was  detetmioetl  in  tbe  negative — yeaa  6, 
nays  32,  as  follows: 

Tiis— Henrs.  Barbonr,  Eppes,  Boberts,  Baggies, 
Ssnfbrd,  ud  Taylor. 

Nits— nesnv.  Burrill,  CrittandaD,  Daggetti  Kch* 
arson,  Elaton,  Edwards,  Fonylh,  FromentiD,  QsUlsrd, 
Qoldiboraogh,  Hunter,  Johoion,  King,  Lacock,  Leaka, 
MicoD,  Melleo,  Morril,  Morrow,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Blorer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Tlcbe- 
Dor,  Van  Djke,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams 


The  resolution  bavins  been  amended — 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Otis,  it  was  recommitted 
10  a  select  committee,  lo  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers, further  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  DiOKiaeoN,  Kino,  Macok,  EowabM, 
and  Babbods,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  amendment  10  the  resolution  for  the  dia- 
iribution  of  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  and  di- 
reciins  Pitkin's  Commercial  Siatisiles  to  be  de- 
posited in  tbe  library,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  resolntion 
was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  QoLoaBOBonoH,  from  the  cammiitee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  resolution  to  erect  a 
monument  over  tbe  remains  of  the  late  General 
Qeobqe  Wabhinotoh,  where  tbey  now  lie,  with 
iostructions,  aod  in  conformity  therewith,  reported 
a  bill  to  erect  an  Equestrian  Statue  of  General 
the  Capitol  Square;  and  the 


The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  ti 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  altering  and  amend- 
ing the  nineteenth  of  the  standing  rules  of  the 
Senate;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  adjoaroed  to  Monday. 

MoNOAT,  January  18. 

Mr.  GaiixaaD  presented  the  oKmorial  of  Arch- 
ibald B.  Lord,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  ol&etn 
and  erew  of  the  United  States  caller  Boxer,  prar- 
iaf  that  one-fourth  of  the  proceeds  of  the  brig 
Diana,  and  her  cargo,  libellea  and  condemned  for 
a  violation  of  the  non -intercourse  law,  may  be 
distributed  among  ihem,  for  reasons  stated  at 
large  in  tbe  memorial ;  tod  the  memorial  waa 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  lo  consider  and  report  thereon, 

Mr.  Burrill  preseoted  tbe  memorial  of  a  nnm- 
ber  of  Ibe  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  amendments  to 
the  acts  prohibiting  the  importation  of  ilaves.— 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  eonsider 
the  subject  on  the  ISth  December  laal. 
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Mr  Tatlok  preMiiW  tbe  petilioD  of  Bdwmrd 
Pyle,  of  Cnwrord  coanly,  State  of  lodiana,'  prar- 
iog permiMJoD  lo  ivithdraw  bucnltf  of  aMCtioa 
oflind,  and  ihat  the  sum  paid  tterefor  mijr  be 
placed  [o  bis  credit,  on  icuoudI  of  a  section  «ub- 
■equently  entered  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
MKrred  to  the  C<Hiimiit«e  on  PuUic.Laada. 

'  Mr.  Lacock,  from  ibi  OomUiltte  on  Penaiom, 
to  whom  wu  referred  tbe  Mil,  eatitled  "An  sot 
teapecting  ittvalids,"  reported  the  aame  witbont 
aneadmeDt. 

Mr.  Bppcb.  from  tbe  Commiiiee  on  Finante, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  payment,  in  certain  caae«,  on  ac- 
eouDl  of  TreisQiV  boles,  wbich  bare  been  lost  or 
destroyed,"  reported  the  same  with  gn  atnend- 
meot;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Bppes,  from  the  same  comtniitee,  to  vbom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Josepli  Tborne ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  paased  to  tbe  aeeond  reading. 

Mr.  Macon  Commuoicated  attested  copiee  of 
twoact»of  tbe  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  North 
Caiolitia,  entitled  "An  act  for  remoriog  logs, 
shoals,  and  other  impediments  in  the  Tar  river, 
below  the  town  of  WashingtoD,  in  the  county  of 
Beaofott.  and  for  other  purposes  i"  and  ''An  act 
to  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  year  1816,  entitled 
'An  act  for  removing  logs,  shoala,  aod  other  im- 
pedimenlH  ia  tbe  Tar  river,  below  the  town  of 
Washington,  in  tbe  cOunty  of  Beanfort,  and  for 
Other  purposes,"  requesting  the  consent  of  the 
Congress  thereto ;  and  also  the  report  of  the  select 
joint  committee  of  tbe  Legislature  of  that  State, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  tbe  Govern- 
or's Message  as  relates  to  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United'Siates  on  the  claim 
of  that  Stale,  to  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
witbia  the  Slate  of  Tennessee;  and  ihe  acts  and 
report  were  read, 

Mr.  Bffes,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  netitioa  of  John  Has- 
lelt,  reported  a  resolution,  tnat  the  prayer  of  tbe 
0  be  granied.    The  resolu- 


eommittee,  to  whom 
of  the  St.  Andrew's 
reported  a  reiolotion,  that 
"   begraated. 


petitioner  ought  a 
tioa  was  read. 


Mr.  Eppgb,  fr 
was  referred  the 
Society  of  Cbath        ,     . 
tbe  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
The  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  T-ccBBMOK,  from  the  committM,  to  whom 
!b«  subject  was  referred,  repotted  a  bill  for  **  ~ 
relief  of  Daniel  Fetlibone ;  and  the  bill  waa  i> 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Toe  Pbebiobht  communicated  a  report  of  ttw 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  made  jo  obedicnoe  lo 
tbe  "Act  of  March  3d,  1809,  further  lo  amend 
the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regula- 
tion of  tbe  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments," cooiaining  tbe  several  statements  thereby 
required  ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

He  also  communicated  a  statement  exhibiting 
tbe  amount  received  by  each  clerh  in  the  several 
offices  of  tbe  Treasury  Department,  for  services 
rendered  during  the  year  1S19;  wbich  was  read. 

The  bill  providing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the 


seat  of  governnent  in  tbe  State  of  Hisaiaeippi, 
and  for  tbe  aapport  of  ^  sflminary  of  learning 
within  the  said  Staie^  was  read  ih«  secoml  tiiMB. 

TbebillfoT  tbe  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  waa  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  TimberUu 
was  read  the  seeaad  time. 

The  bill  to  eieot  an  Equestrian  Statue  of  Qei»- 
erat  WaUixoTOEf,  in  ike  Capitol  Sqnate,  wu 
read  the  aeeond  lioae. 

The  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cavaliar  wd 
Peter  P«ti{  in  tbcir  olaim  to  a  tract  ^  had,  Via 
read  tbe  aeeond  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  raUef  of 
Henry  Davis,"  waa  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  CemBltlee  of  Cl&iiai. 

The  Mil,  eatilled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Ban* 
janun  Pool,"  was  read  the  secood  liBM,BDd  te- 
larnd  to  the  Committee  ef  CltdiiM. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  i«li«f  of  Adua 
Kiaslay,  Tbomu  French,  and  Cbarlea  S.  L»>« 
ard,"  was  read  the  wcond  time,  »mi  refcrrad  to 
the  same  comraittu. 

The  bill,  eU ilk d  "An  act  coneerMBg  the  hefts 
and  leeatcea  »f  ThomaB  Turaer,  deeeued,"  wmb 
read  tie  .seeeod  ttme,  and  refanrad  le  the  bmm 
committee. 

The  bill,  entiUed  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Een- 
zie  and  Forsyth,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Tbe  bill,  emitted  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  tbe  officers  and  crewa 
of  gunboats  No.  149  and  154,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond lime,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Na* 
val  Affairs. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient 
organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates. 
and  the  appointment  of  circuit  judges,  was  reitd 
,a  third  time;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 
on  the  quesiion,  Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  14,  as 
follows  t 

Txi,s — MessTi.  Bnrrin,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Ftomentin,  Oaillard,  Oddabonogfa,  Hunter, 
JohDMM,  Leak*,  AMIen,  Harrow,  Otis,  Ro8glM,et«rar, 
Tah,  Tafimt,  Tichuer,  Tan  Dyke,  WtUitan  of  Hi*< 
■iaappi,  and  Williams  of  Tsnaawss. 

».Lii— Hears.  Bubonr,  DiokeTsta.Eppes,  Laood, 
Haeon,  NaUo,  Palmar,  Rebsrti^  BsaJbid,  Smilh,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  ThMias,  and  Wilwrn. 

The  SAnate  reamied  the  cooatderation  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion af  Pater  Laeeate ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tiiMi  thereof  was  poMpoaed  nntil  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bn>B8,  froaa  ibe  Commiiiee  oa  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eaiiiled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  servise  of 
the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1819,"  reported 
tbe  same  with  amendnwrns;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  QoLDaaoRonoB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Merril,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
resolniion  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition.  The  report  and  resolntion 
were  read. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
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■olioD  or  the  11th  idMbi,  far  iriWoaiioa  io  m- 
Uiion  to  the  bnainsM  depending  M  ihAoMru  of 
tite  United  States ;  and  tha  Mine  mn  tgreed  to, 
medided  as  follows: 

Aewlved,  That  the  Prciidaii  of  the  Onited 
Butet  be  reqiieand  to  cause  lo  be  laid  befoK  die 
SMkte,  at  tile  oomtaeneemsnt  at  their  next  sea- 
■ion,  acearate  luta  of  all  oames,  wtiJob  may  be 
depending  on  the  fini  day  of  GteptMlWr  next,  in 
the  teretal  distriet  and  oirenit  eoaiu,  and  io  the 
Bapicme  Coon  of  ifae  Uailed  Stale* ;  distloguitb- 
isg  tkereiR,  eJTil  aad  criminal  <mms;  admiTalty 
aod  Kariiime  oaeee;  loitt  between  eiiiseni  m 
dififerent  Stale*  j  KUlla  Io  which  the  Daited  Btatee 
are  panin,  staiiDK  eepatateljr,  sui»  fbr  dutm; 
oricinal  eauie*,  and  eavMB  remored  by  appeal  ot 
writ  of  ereor;  with  the  times  of  the  comnKOee- 
meatof  the  )tiito,ja  tbe  several  conrte;  and  Hoh 
other  itateneaia  or  cx^aaiioM,  as  mar  appear 
to  him  proper,  to  exhibit  the  aetael  stale  aod 
■aeaalof  the  baiineaedtfieadiBf  in  th«se  several 
eonm ;  together  with  a  aiatementcf  the  fees  and 
anolanienis  of  the  manhals,  dittriot  nltonej'^ 
Bkrkt,  and  other  officen  ef  the  diMriet  and  oireuit 
Ooune  for  the  last  two  years,  and  the  tablei  ot 
rntee  by  which  tnch  fees  have  been  taxed. 

Tbe  Senate  reiamed  the  caasideratiMi  of  tbe 
leport  of  the  Coomltlee  of  Gfatltni,  to  wboai  was 
renrred  the  peiitiaa  of  Gharlea  Hi^ins;  and,  Id 
eoaettrrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  bad  leare 
10  withdraw  his  pefitloa. 

TcEsiMT,  January  19. 

Mr.  SANroRD  presented  the  metnorial  of  the 
mentben  of  tbe  Twious  Religioas  Societies  ia 
New  York,  prayiog  the  adoptioo  of  such  measures 
asmay  b««tpromoieiheieo«ity,preBerration,a[id 
iDaprftretaent  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  lo- 
diait  Afiaira. 

The  bill  for  (he  relief  of  Joseph  Thorne  wxt 
read  the  Mcond  time. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Pettibone  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  tesumed  the  eoosideration  of  the 
reporiofibeCemmittea  of  Claims,  to  whooi  was 
itfetred  the  peiitioo  of  Thomas  Arnold ;  and  the 
farther  coiside ration  thereof  was  poUptmed  nalll 
Tuesday  nexL 

Tbe  Senate  retamed  the  coiulderation  of  the 
laportof  tbe  Cominitiee  on  Pensions,  relative  to 
the  extension  of  the  provisioM  of  the  act  of  laei 
■eesion,  providiag  for  Revolaiienary  officers  and 
•oldien ;  and  in  conoarrenee  tharewilb,  the  com- 
mittee were  diseharged  from  the  forUiet  coaside- 
ration  of  the  sobject. 

The  Senate  resosMd  the  coDslderalion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  PobUo  Lands,  to  whom 
was  refaned  tbe  petition  of  Alexander  Macomb 
aod,  ID  coDcitrreDoe  therewith, 

Ruolwtd,  That  the  prayei  of  tbe  petitioner,  ac 
far  as  it  relates  to  Sloney  Island,  oo^t  to  Ix 
graoted. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  PaUic  Land: 
be  instrncted  to  report  a  bill  aceoidiagly. 


SnixTM. 


The  Senate  reaoned  the  eomideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  Merril ;  aod,  ia 
concarrenee  therewith,  the  petitioner  lud  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  teaamed  the  coDsideralJon  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  tbe  St.  Andrew's 
Society  at  Charleston  ;  and  the  farther  conside- 

tion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resomed  tbe  coosidetation  of  the 

olioo  of  the  14th  instant,  for  insitocting  the 
Commiltee  on  the  Jadiciarv  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  j^resctibii^c  oy  law  the  mode  of 
quartering  soldiers  dnriag  war  ,&c.;  and  it  waa 
ordered  that  tbe  further  coniideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  Friday  next,  and  that  it  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  -of  tbe  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Am 
act  to  extend  for  a  farther  term  of  fire  rears^  (he 
pensions  heretofore  granted  to  the  widows  aod 
"~^ans  of  the  officers  aod  soldiets,  who  died,  ot 
9  killed  in  the  late  war ;"  and  tbe  further  coa- 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  eoocerning  widows  of  the  militia  j"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  wm  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tke 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Harper  j"  and.  no 
amendment  having  tteen  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoneidetaiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  invalid  oensi doe,"  together  with 
the  amendments  repottea  thereto,  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pansioni;  and  the  further  oonsideration 
thereof  waa  poeipoaed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  couidcraiion  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropciatiousfor  the  military  service 
of  the  Uoiiaj  States,  for  the  year  1S19,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported   thereto  by   tbe 


Retoked,  That  the  rule  adopted  b^  the  Benate,  da- 
ring the  present  senion,  the  purport  of  which  is  (o 
prevant  (he  printing  of  anj  motion  or  riMlation  ofieied 
to  (ha  Seneta,  eicapt  on  spacisl  oidet,  be  reecanded. 

The  PKBeiBMT  communicated  a  report  ftom 
the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  pursuance  oi  tlie 
5th  section  of  the  acl  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  showing  the 
expenditure  of  money  appropriated  for  tbe  con- 
tingeat  expenses  of  the  Military  Establish  meat, 
for  the  year  1818;  and  the  report  was  read. 
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WiDMUDAT,  Jaanary  90. 

Hr.  OoLDSBOBOuoH  pieseoled  the  pelition  ol 
FraQcii  Le  BaroD,  of  New  Yoik,  pr&y ing  permii- 
■JOD  foT  himself  and  bis  anociatei  to  lease,  for  a. 
leTmofreBrs.fromiheCbippewanBtioiioflDdiaDs, 
residing  on  thesoulh  side  of  Lake  Superior,  a  cer- 
tain iract  of  couDtty  for  lh«  sole  purpose  of  work- 
ing aav  copper  miaes,  which  be  baa  or  may  dis- 
coTer  inereoD,  for  reasons  sialed  in  Ibe  peution  ; 
which  was  read,  aod  referred  to  ibe  Committee 
OB  Commerce  and  Mannfaeturea,  to  consider  and 
leport  t hereon. 

Mr.  NoBLB  presealed  the  memorial  of  the  Qen- 
eral  Aisemblf  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  prayiog 
tbeappoiatment  ofaDadditiooaUurTeyorgeneraT, 
whose  daiies  shall  be  confined  to  (be  Buperintend- 
fDce  of  the  public  surveying  in  thai  Slate  alone, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  Ibe  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Publio 

Mr,  DioEEBBOR  presented  the  memorial  and 
lemonslranee  of  sundry  eitizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  residing  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  pny- 
inc  amendments  to  ibe  act  prohibiting  the  impor- 
laiion  of  slaves,  so  as  more  efiecinallr  lo  prevent 
tbeit  iolroducitoD  into  the  United  States;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  DioKERaoN  also  presented  the  petition  of 
William  McFarland,  late  a  corporal  in  the  ninth 
regiment  of  Infantry,  praying  an  increase  of  pen* 
aion,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  wnicb 
mt  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
Mr.  DicKEBsoN  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Rachael  Sinrgis,  praying  that  provision  mav  be 
made  for  the  mainteDsoce  and  education  ot  the 
three  orphan  children  of  John  T.  Bentley,  for- 
merly a  captain  in  the  sizlh  regiment  of  infantry, 
who  died  in  service  in  the  year  1808,  whilst  under 
the  command  of  General  Wiikinsoo,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  New  Orleans,  for  reasons  stated  in  ihepeli- 
tion  }  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fensiona. 

Mr.  DioKEBsoit  also  preaeoted  the  petition  of 
Ann  Vreeland,  and  others,  survivinf  executors  of 
Nicholas  Vrecland,  deceased,  praying  payment 
for  a  certificate  issued  in  1776,  to  the  deceased,  by 
Benhmin  Thompson,  commissioner  for  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  for  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dol- 
lars and  siily-siz  cents,  bearing  interest  from  Ist 
of  January  of  that  year,  which  was  accidenially 
destroyed ;  and  the  peiition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rddoleb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  inio 
the  expediencv  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
the  division  or  the  territories  recently  ceded  by 
the  Indians,  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  and  Indiana, 
into  suitable  districts,  and  for  the  establish  men  t 
of  land  offices  for  the  sate  thereof. 

Mr.  ErPEs,rroin  the  Committee  of  Finance,  lo 
whom  waa  referred  the  hill,  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entilled  "An  act  direciing  the 
payment  of  eertain  bills  drawn  by  Qeneral  Arm- 


strong, in  lavor  of  William  Morgan,"  reported  Iha 
same  without  amendment. 

Hr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Navel  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  from  tlU 
Hoasft  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  aet  an- 
iborizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  tha 
officers  and  crews  of  conboats  No.  149  and  IH," 
reported  the  same  withont  amendment. 

Mr.  QoLDBBOBOnsB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peiition  of  B. 
and  P.  Jourdao,  made  a  reoort,  accompanied  bya 
bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  ana  P.  Jourdan,  brolhersi 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  OoLnaBORonan,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander 
McCormick,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
resolniion  that  the  prayer  of  [he  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted;  and  the  report  and  resolutioo 
were  read. 

Mr.  QoLD8BOBoDaB,  from  the  sama  comroittM, 
to  whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  Purk- 
hill,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  retolulion 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  bia 
petition  ;  and  the  report  and. reaolution  were  t«ad. 

Mr.  Stobbr  submitted  tbe-following  motion 
for  eonsideraiiOD  : 

Remietd,  That  the  Coninitlee  on  Finance  be,  vai 
hereb/  are,  inatrocted  to  inqoire  into  the  eipedianoy 
of  to  altering  the  amoniit  of  campefualion  to  cotain 
collector!  of  the  castoms,  as  shall  mdca  the  MUe 
more  commenanrate  with  the  dutie*  required  of  them* 

Tha  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  pro- 
priety of  placing  Caleb  Austin  on  the  pension 
list;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postDoned  to  Monday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ih« 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  the  peti- 
titin  of  Nathaniel  Gk»ddard,  and  others  ;  and  tha 
cotwideration  thereof  was  further  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
eabmitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Fbombntir,  to  re- 
scind a  late  rule  of  the  Senate  respecting  the 
printing;  and  it  was  postponed  nntil  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representsiivea, 
entilled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  ot  Samuel  H. 
Harper,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  oa  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  clothing 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  mann- 
factures,  together  with  the  motion  lo  reoommil 
the  same,  submitted  by  Mr.  RnuoLBs;  and,  on 
request,  Mr.  R.  obtained  leave  lo  withdraw  said 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacoce,  the  forlber  eon- 
sideration  of  the  report  was  postponed  to  the  4tti 
day  of  March  next. 

On  moiioo,  by  Mr.  RoaaLBB, 

Sctaktd,  That  the  rresident  of  the  United  Stalea 
be  requested  to  cause  a  report  to  be  laid  before  Ike 
Senate,  at  their  next  snaioo,  of  snch  facts  a*  it  may 
be  wttliin  the  mean*  of  the  Government  to  obtain, 
showing  how  lar  it  may  be  expedient  or  net,  te  pro- 
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Tbdbsdat,  J&Daur  31. 
A  mcEra^  from  ihe  Hoai«  of  ReprmeDtativei 
iDromed  ibe  Seoais  ihat  ihe  Uoum  hire  piMcd  « 
bill,  eotiiled  "Ao  act  explaDstorjr  of  the  act,  ea- 
tilled  'An  act  for  the  fiaal  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  ibe  Stale  of  Louisiaaa  and  Territorr  of 
Uiuourii"  a  bill,  cDtiiUd  "Ad  act  making  pro- 
visioD  for  ibe  claim  of  M.  Poitey  ;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  maklD^  proTJsion  for  the  claim  of 
U.  de  Vieooe;"  a  bjU,  entitled  "An  act  aiippie- 
meniary  to  ibe  act,  eoiilled  'An  act  to  aatbotiie 
and  empower  ibe  Preaident  and  Managers  of  the 
WasblngioD  Turnpike  Coropany  of  tbe  Slate  of 
Maryland,  when  organized,  to  extend  and  make 
their  turnpike  road  (o  or  from  Oeorgelown,  in 
the  Dialrict  of  Colambia,  ibroogh  tbe  Mid  Dis- 
trict, to  the  line  thereof;"  and  aFso  a  bill,«ntiiled 
"An  act  allowtDK  farther  time  to  complete  the 
iasuJDg  and  locating;  of  land  varTanti  f  in  which 
bills  tbe  V  reqnesi  the  coacnrrence  of  tbe  Senate, 
The  nve  bills  latt  mentioned  were  read,  and 
sererally  passed  to  tbe  seeond  reading.. 

Mr.  WiLLUMS,  of  Tennewee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee oQ  Military  ASairs,  tcported  a  bill  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  Military  Academy, 
aod  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  Ihe  second 
nading. 

Mr.  WiLUAHS  also  commnnicated  an  eaiimate 
of  tbe  increased  expense  of  the  Military  Acade- 
my, proposed  by  aaid  bill ;  whieh  wa*  read. 

Mr.  Wii-aoN  presented  the  petition  of  James 
ateeneaDdCompaDy,mannracturenofcoppenM, 
in  New  Jersey,  praying  an  iocrcMe  of  duty  on 
the  importation  of  copperas;  and  the  petition 
.was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Mantifactorec,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Rdsolbs  preatDted.  the  petition  of  John 
Anderson,  of  the  Terrilory  of  Miebigan,  praying 
eompensBiion  for  property  deitroyei  duiiag  tbe 
late  war,  as  stated  in  tbe  petition;  which  was 
.lead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Taylob  presented  the  memoriai  of  the 
Iroslees  of  tbe  Vioeennes  Unirersity,  praying  for 
the  sale  of  tbe  remainder  of  tbe  aeminary  Itiodc 
in  Gibson  oonniy,  as  stated  in  Ibe  memorial ', 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Tbe  Prbsidekt  also  communicated  tbe  peti- 
tion of  Cornelia  Scboonmaker,   administratrix, 
and  Peter  Marius  Qreeoe,  administrator  of  tbe 
estate  of  Zacberiab  Bcbooaraaker,  praying 
tief  in  ibe  settlement  of  tbe  deceased's  accon_ 
as  pavmasterof  Ihe  second  regiment  of  the  Ui 
ted  States  Tolnnteer  artillery;  and  the  petiti 
wai  read,  and   referred   to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  QoLDaBononaB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  lo  whom  was  referred  Ibe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Kenzie  and  Forsyib,'* 
leporied  the  same  with  an  amendment;  which 
«u  read. 


Mr.  OoLosBORonofl,  from  the  same  eommille^ 
„  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entiiled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Adam  Kingsley  and  Tbomaa 
French,"  reported  the  same  without  amendmenL 

The  Senate  resumed  Ibe  CDDsideratioa  of  the 
motion  of  the  19tb  instant,  "  Thai  the  rule  adopt- 
ed by  the  Senate  during  the  present  session,  tbe 
purport  of  which  is  to  prerenl  the  priating  of 
any  motion  or  resolution  offered  to  toe  Senate, 
exeept  on  special  order,  be  rescinded;"  and,  on 
tbe  queetioB  to  agree  thereto,  ii  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  br  Mr.  ErrKS,  the  Committee  on 
PeosioBs  were  instrncled  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  placing  Peter  Francisco  on  the  list 
of  United  Slates  peosionerB. 

Mr.  MoRBow,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnblie 
Lands,  parsuaot  to  iniimctions,  repotted  a  bill 
conBiming  the  claim  of  Alexander  Macomb,  to 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 

Mr.  Macon  presented  Ihe  petition  of  Benja- 
min Putney,  praying  relief  on  accouul  of  his  ser* 
rices  in  the  Herelulionary  war ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  HoBROw  presented  three  memorials  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  praying  iha 
adoption  of  measures  for  the  improrement  uf  ihe 
Indians  ;  and  Ibe  memorials  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  ABaits. 

Tbe  Senate  rtosomed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  80ih  iaslanl^for  insirnctiog  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  Ibe  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  amount  of  compensation 
to  cerlaiQ  eolleeton  of  the  customs ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  ou  the  pe- 
tition of  Nathaniel  Qoddard,  and  others  ;  and 
tbe  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  eotiiled  "An 
act  for  Ibe  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish,"  together 
with  the  amendment  repotted  thereto  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims ;  and  the  amendment  bar- 
ing been  agreed,  to  the  PRseinEnT  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  amended  accordingly  ;  and  the 
amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  U 
amended. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  more  effectn- 
ally  to  proride  for  tbe  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  lo-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  co  aside  rat  ion  of  tbe  bill  further  la 
extend  tbe  judicial  system  of  tbe  United  Sialesj 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  (o- 
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UHIUBY,iai9. 


MHITART  ROAD8. 

Tlie  Senate  Teaoroed,  as  in  Commitlee  of  the 

Wbolvrthe  concideTBtioa  of  tb«  bill,  eDtiiled  "An 

act  making  appropriations  for  tbe  military  aer- 

Tice  (^  the  United  States  for  the  year  1919,"  to- 

Sther  with  tbe  ameDdment*  reported  thereto  by 
9  Committee  OD  Fiotuice  ;  lu  second  amend- 
ment baring  been  agreed  to  y  and, 

On  the  qoeition  to  agi«e  to  the  firat  amend- 
ment reported  as  follow* :  "  Strike  oat  the  19ih, 
SOtb,  and  21st  Uses  to  wit :  For  extra  pay  to 
non-commissioned  o£Gcers  and  soldiers,  employed 
in  the  construction  and  repairs  of  militaty  roads, 
ten  tboasand  dollars;"  it  waa  detNmined  in  the 
B«ati*e— T«aa  IS,  nay  18,jit  foUoi 


Nt.It — Uenn.  Crittenden,  DickaiMOt  For^lh, 
Fromen tin,  Hunter,  Johnson, Luock,  Morrow,  NoUe, 
Otis,  Rngglet,  Stnford,  Btoier,  Tait,  Tajlor,  Thraoas, 
Van  Djke,  and  Wilson. 

The  Vice  Pbebidbkt  save  tbe  caatine  role. 
Tbe  followin|  is  a  sketch  of  the  temarb  witb 
wbicb  be  prefaced  bis  rote  on  ibis  occasion: 

If  tbe  clause  proposed  to  be  expungad  embraced 
tbe  Consiitmional  Question  which  has  bcftninade 
the  subject  of  diseusiion  in  the  Committee,  I 
should  deem  this  decision  of  great  respousibilitr 
and  importance.  Bat  I  do  not  perceire  that  this, 
or  any  otber  ConatitDiional  p^inoiple,  is  involred 
in  the  clanse  under  consideratioa.  It  imparts  no 
new  powers,  nor  gives  any  deSniie  diieoiiona  to 
tbe  Executive  Department  of  the  Qoretnmeni. 
with  regard  to  fatigue  duly  of  the  army  or  mili- 
tary roads  i  but  merely  appropriates  ten  thousand 
doUais  to  nay  tbe  non-commissioned  officers  and 

Kirales  of  tbe  army  for  tbaC  portion  of  tbeir  la- 
T  which  may  be  performed  un  miliury  roads 
in  1819.  Tbe  propu  department  will,  of  course, 
be  gorerned  in  the  expenditure  of  that  sum  by  a 
just  construction  of  the  claose  with  reference  to 
ibe  objects  of  the  bill  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  tbe  provisions  of  previously 
existing  laws. 

Sren  if  the  opinion  were  tenable,  that  no  an- 
tecedent laws  hare  rested  the  President  of  the 
United  States  wUb  a  discretion  of  derotiog  a  part 
of  the  fatieue  duty  of  the  army,  or  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  Quaitermastei's  department,  to  tbe 
formation  or  repair  of  military  roads,  this  daosc 
VonU  be  unobjectionable  and  narmtcss;  becanse 
no  lawfnl  application  of  tbe  money  granted  by  it 
could  take  prace  until  further  legislative  provis- 
ion should  be  made  on  the  snbject.   . 

Withont  iiuistiajB  on  tbe  Constitutional  prero- 

S lives  of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  aa 
)mmBQdet-in-Cbief  of  tbe  Armr  uul  Navy,  or 
upon  the  expsess  powers  to  make  public  roads 
tnrougb  Indian  teiriloryand  elsewhere,  frequent- 
ly ([ranted  by  Congress,  the  Legislature  of  the 
nation  has  repeatedly  cooTerred  the  authority  of 
applying  tbe  labor  of  the  Army  and  general  ap- 
proptiaitont  to  tbe  objects  contemplated  in  this 


saeUon;  for,  when  they  gire  i«  the  Executir* 
plenary  powers  to  eSeei  any  certain  and  IcmI 
public  objfci,  ibe  rigbt  to  employ  all  lawful 
means  to  accomplish  that  object  is  necessarily 
implied  and  conferred.  Thus  the  law  which  eo- 
joinion  the  Preitdent  the  erection  irf'  fortiSen- 
tioni,  implies  and  eomprebcnds  the  right  to  pro- 
mre  tbe  title  and  jurisdiction  of  eligible  sites )  to 
bnild  wharves,  bridges,  and  edifiaes ;  to  improve 
Ibe  narigatioQ  of  waters,  and  to  open  or  repair 
the  roads,  indispensable  to  the  oocupMien  of 
those  sites,  Jar  tbe  aecommodaiion  of  the  perwas 
employed  ia  tbe  wtHks,  and  for  the  eoaveyaae« 
and  landinE  of  materials  lo  aoestroet,  munitioas 
to  equip,  of  troops  to  gairisoD,  and  of  provisions 
to  supply  those  fortifications.  Roads  of  this  de- 
icriptioD  are  military  roads,  within  the  purview 
of  the  biU  before  tbe  committee.  In  like  manner, 
under  the  laws  which  impose  on  tbe  Execntire 
tbednty  of  gnuding  and  securing  out  remote 
frontier,  when  it  becomes  indispensable  to  that 
end  lo  ocenpy  posts  on  Indian  tracts,  or  bayoad 
inhabited  territory,  the  right  to  open  and  make 
roods  of  (tocess  to  such  posts  is  clearly  implied 
and  granted.    These,  also,  may  be  denominaied 


military  roads,  on  which  this  appropriation  majr, 
with  propriety,  be  expended.    In  variow     " 
instances  similar  powers  are  incidental  t 


comprehended  in,  general  provisions,  la  ihia 
community  none  other  can  be  tolerated,  at  tha 
present  time,  as  military  roads,  than  such  as  may 
be  made  by  the  Army,  and  are  indispensable  to 
the  accompli sbm em  of  some  present  military 
object,  sanctioned  by  the  CoBstitutjon  aad  the 
laws  already  enacted.  In  pursuanee  of  this  ez- 
poBitian,  witbwn  nay  expreas  provision  for  the 
purpose,  a  pan  of  the  labor  of  iht  Army,  and  of 
the  general  enprapriation  forllieQ,aBrtemnsterV 
department,  nave  been  judiciously,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  legally,  devoted,  for  a  number  of  yeara 
past,  to  the  constrociioD  and  repair  of  roads  of 
this  description.  To  such  roads,  and  to  soch  only, 
the  Executive,  on  a  sonnd  and  le^  oonatrnctioa 
or  the  saation,  notwithstanding  its  departure,  ia 
pbmseology,  fran  the  grants  of  money  heretofore 
made  for,  and  aj^Ued  to,  the  same  purposes,  will 
be  reatriotod  in  the  application  of  tbis  appropria- 
tion. If  that  be  eoiweded  to  be  the  extent  of  the 
import  f£  ib»  clause  before  u^  there  nan  be  no 
solid  objeotien  to  its  retention  in  the  bill;  and  I 
Uwrefoie  request  tbe  Secretary  to  take  my  de- 
cision, of  tbe  motion  to  strike  out,in  the  negative. 

Fbisat,  January  23. 
Mr.  Tait,  from  tbe  C<mimittee  on  Naval  Af> 
fairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  makiog  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  year  1819," 
reported   the  same   with  ameadmenis ;    whiek 

Mr.  Stokii,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  the  eabiect  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  repeat  pert  of  an  aot 
lassed  on  the  27tb  day  of  Febniary,  1813,  entitled 
'An  act  in  addition,  to   an  act   regulating  ibe 


17S 


HISTORY  OP  OOKGffifiSS. 


Proeaadmgt. 


Port  Ofita  Bsublbhmcat ;"  and  ih«  bill  was 
iMd,  and  Maead  to  lb«  Moond  reading. 

Toe  bill  entitled  "Ad  act  makins  pTOTision 
for  the  elaitn  of  U.  Poirev."  wa«  read  the  seeood 
traw,  and  lefaned  to  the  Comtnhtae  of  Clainu. 

Tha  Ull  entitled  "An  act  aupplemeBtarf  to  tbe 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  RQlhonze  and  em|K)Wer 
the  Pteitdent  and  Managen  of  tha  Washiagton 
Turnpihe  Company,  of  the  State  of  Marynnd, 
wbea  organixed,  lo  eztend  and  make  Iheir  tarn- 
pike  toad  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  Dinriet 
of  ColamUa,  tbrongh  tbe  taid  Diiiiiet,  lo  the 
line  thereof,"*  was  i»d  the  second  time,  and  re? 
fericd  to  the  Cominiltee  for  the  District  of  Co* 
lambJB. 

Tbatnll  entitled  "An  act  allowing  Air  (her  time 
ta  complete  the  iMoiag  and  locating  of  military 
land  warrants,"  wai  read  the  second  time,  and 
nferred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Laada. 

The  bUl  enliiled  "Ad  act  nuking  proriEionfoi 
the  claim  of  M.  de  Vieane,"  was  read  the  second 
Um«,  and  tefetted  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  explautosy  of  the 
Wt  entitled  'An  act  for  tbe  final  adjastment  of 
land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory 
of  Missouri,'  "  was  read  the  second  Lime,  and  ra- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnblic  Land*. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jourdan, 
brotbera,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  Alexander 
Macomb  to  a  tract,  of  land  in  (he  Territory  of 
Michigan,  was  read' the  second  time. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memoiial  of  a 
somber  ef  the  iohabitaiits  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
iOf  ameadmenis  to  the  act  prohibiting  theimpo.r- 
tation  of  slaves  into  the  United  Staiesj  a«d  the 
tnemoriai  was  lead,  and  referred  to  ibe  ooMmit* 
Ice  appointed  an  the  15ibfif  laat  moatb,  Mi.that 
nbiect,  to  coacider  and  report  thnena. 

Mr.  RoBGBTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ciaims, 
to  whom  tbe  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
fin  the  relief  of  Michael  Hoganj  and  the  bill 
WBH  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  tbe  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  L. 
(^den,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  PaLUER  presented  the  petition  of  Otho 
atephens,  of  Vermont,  prayiiw  a  pension ;  and 
also  the  petition  of  Experians  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
praying  for  a  pension ;  and  the  petitions  were 
sereratly  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MoBRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  (he  bill,  eD(itled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Pool,"  reported  tbe 
same  without  amendment. 

"Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Society  of  Cbarletlon ;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  Uonday  next. 
Mr.  QoLDSBOBODOH.  from  tbe  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Colamoia,  to  wbom  waa  referred 


the  bill,  entitled  "An  set  lo  JBcorporate  a  corn- 
pan?  to  bnild  a  bridge  over  tbe  Basiero  Branch 
of  (he  Potomac,  from  (he  son(bern  lermioatioA' - 
of  Bleveotb  street  east,  in  tbe  city  of  Wasbing- 
'  reported  tbe  same  without  amendment. 
r.  MoBHOw  presented  tiie  petition  of  JacoV 
Cooper,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  an 
erroneous  entry  of  a  certain  quarter  section  oT 
land,  as  staled  in  the  petition  ;  wbicb  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  (he 

•port  of  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  (o  whom  was 

'ferred  tbe  petition  of  Alexander  McCormick; 

id,  in  concurrence  therewith,  reaolred  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

A  message  from  the  Uonse  of  Repreieotatives 

iformed  tbe  Senate  (hat  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  ac^ 
-□titled  'An  actio  provide  for  (he  prompt  setde- 
[ien(  of  public  accD0n(s;"  and  aUo  a  bill,  entitled 

An  act  authorizing  (be  Postmaster  General  to 
ontrBCl,as  in  other  cases,  for  carrying  the  loail 
_a  steamboats  between  New  Orleans,  in  tbe  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
ky  ^'  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  (he  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Maoon  submitted  tbe  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

tUufhei,  That  the  Committee  of  Olaima  be  in^ 
itractad  to  inquire  into  tbe  ezpediener  of  mportiog  a 
wU  M  nrovide  fcr  the  payment  of  ala^e*  iapreatad  into 
dw  public  Mitioe,  andlott  intbaaaidinvio*. 

Mr.  DicKEBBOn,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  TesolDiion  proposing  an  amend* 
mem  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ai 
it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  tbe  United  States,  reported  the 
same  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  liKCOCK  BubmittCKl  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruolved,  That  tbe  S«cretuj  of  tbe  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  procura  and  caoae  to  bo  printed copies 

of  thedeoaments  accompanjbislhe  report  ef  die  com- 
mittee ef  the  Houte  of  }(epTMenlsti*c«  on  the  subject 
of  the  National  Bm^;  pnmded  the  same  can  be  pro- 
cored  at  tbe  usual  rate  of  allowince  for  printing  suai- 
lar  docnmenta. 

Mr.  BnvAHDB  preaeoted  the  peti(ion  of  Joba 
Hay  and  others,  citizens  of  (be  village  of  Cabo- 
kia,  praying  tbe  confirmation  of  the  tide  in  fee 
simple  estate  of  certain  land  laid  off  as  a  common 
of  said  village,  whereon  a  town  has  been  laid  oS, 
named  "Illinois  City  ^  and  (he  pedtion  was 
read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  GoLnsBOsoDua,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  wbom  was  referred  the  bill,  entided 
■' An  Bc(  for  tbe  relief  of  Henry  Davis,"  reported 
(he  same  wi(bou(  amendment. 

The  amendment  (o  (he  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish,"  having  been 
reported  by  tbe  Committee  coirecdy  e 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  i' 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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PetUion  ^  Jacob  jPurhhiO. 


Jamdaht,  1819. 


Wbol«,  the  conaidcratioD  of  ibe  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
SCI  making  appropriBiioDa  for  the  niilitar; 
Ticeof  iheUoiied  Siaiea  Torihe  year  1819;" and 
tbe  bill  having  been  smeoded,  tbe  Pbesident 
reported  it  to  tbe  House  acoordiogly ;  and  the 
smendmenls  being  coocurred  in,  tbey  were  or- 
dered to  be  engroued  and  ihe  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  aa  amended. 

Ut.  £ppgs,  froni  the  Coiamittee  on  Finaoce, 
Gommunicated  Bandry  eslimaies  of  moneys  re- 
quired for  the  expenses  of  [he  War  Department 
and  mjliiary  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1819;  which  were  read. 

PETrnOK  OP  JACOB  PURKHILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thi 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  to  wbon 
VIS  referred  itie  petition  of  Jacob  PurkMll. 

Mr.  Chittenden  proposed  ibe  following  as  ai 
amend  men  I : 

Baohtd,  That  the  prajei  of  the  peimoner  oogbt 
lo  be  granled,  and  that  ^is  Committee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  bricg  in  a  bill  S>r  his  relief. 

On  moiioa  by  Mr.  Macon,  to  aubstitute  the 
following  for  tbe  tatter  clause  thereof,  "that  tbe 
Committee  ef  Claims  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
iniiructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  proriding  for  the  piy- 
meDt  of  sIsTes  lost  lo  iheir  0Y>ieri>,  by  beine  im- 
pressed iDto  the  military  service  of  the  United 
plates,^'  it  WBE  determined  in  the  negatiT»— yeas 
IS,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

Tue— Messrs  Bppes,  _  --_.-. 

•on,  LaOMi,  Macon,  Robert*,  Boggle*,  Smith,  Slekee, 
Tail,  and  William*  of  Mi*n**ippL 

N Ats— Meaui.  Buitill,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Dick- 
eraon,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Goldiboioagh,  Hunter,  Leake, 
Mellen,  Morril,  Oti*,  Palmer,  Sanford,  Slorer,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Ticheoor,  Van  Djke,  Williams  of 
Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  CaiTTBNnEN'a 
proposition,  it  wae  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tire— yeas  24,  nays  11,  as  follows: 
-    Ybas— Meam.  Crittenden,   Daggett,  Eaton,  £d- 


Natb — Messrs.  Bnnill,  Dickerson,  Hunter,  Lacock, 
Morril,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Storer,  Tichenor,  and 
WilM>n. 

So  it  was  lesolred,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  to  be  granted, and  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  be  insirncted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
his  relief. 

The  Seoate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Moniut,  Jaoaary  26. 
Oo  motionofMr.WiLUAHB.o'f  Tenoessee,  the 
President  of  tbe  Uoiied  States  was  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  adopted  for  the  government 
of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  Also, 
how  many  cadets  have  been  admitted  ii>to  the 
Academy ;  the  lerm  of  the  residence  of  each  cadet 


at  that  insliluiioo  ;  and  how  many  of  tliem  bara 
been  appointed  officers  in  the  Army  and  Nary  of 
tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  QoLDBBOBODOH,  from  the  Conmitlee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  Ihe  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  concerning  tbe  heirs  and  legatee*  of 
Thomas  Turner,  deceased,"  reported  the  samo 
wiibouC  amendment. 

Mr.GoLDBBOBoiniB,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Sew- 
all,  made  a  report,  accompaQied  by  a  reeolutioD 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petiiiooer  ought  not  to  be 
graoted.    Tbe  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLiOM  presented  the  memorial ofa  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  tbe  United  Slates,  residing  Id 
the  city  of  Trenton,  and  Stale  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  ameodmeots  to  tbe  acts  prohibiting  tka 
imporiaiion  of  slaves  into  the  United  States;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  eon- 
mitiee  appointed  on  the  15th  of  last- mouth,  on 
the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  RnosLGB  submitted  tbe  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Boohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciair  ba 
initracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediincy  of  providing 
b]>  law  for  the  eatabliahment  ef  a  ditttici  eonit  within 
tbe  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideraiion : 

Baobed,  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Jndioiar;  be^ 
and  they  are  hereby,  inatructed  lo  inquire  into  the 
eipedieney  of  placing  all  criminit  proeeeutioni  and 
*niu  in  wbich  the  Uaited  State*  tbatl  be  a  pirty,  and 
the  officer*  of  the  United  Slates  who  commence  *nch 
mils  and  prosecutions,  under  the  superrision  and 
direction  cf  the  Attorney  General ;  and  whether  it  h» 
expedient  to  provide  for  tbe  appointment  of  an  Aseial- 
ant  Attorney  General,  who  shall  perform  the  dntlea 
of  Dietridt  Attorney,  and  such  other  dntie*  a*  may  ba 
aasigaed  lum  by  law. 

Mr.  Qaillard  oretented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Ingraham,  and  otners,  praying  to  be  exoDeraled 
from  the  payment  of  interest  on  a  balance  due 
Ihe  Government,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  th* 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  tbe  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi-. 
nance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  Pot^ 
master  General  to  contract,  as  in  other  case*,  for 
canying  Ihe  mail  in  steamboats,  between  New 
Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Louis- 
Xille,  in  tbe  State  of  Kentucky,"  was  read  tha 
second  time,  aod  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Hogan  wat 
read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  on  tha 
twenly-Eerenth  day  of  February,  1813,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  regulating  the 
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Pom  Office  Establish buii,"  mi  read  the  Mcaad 
lioM; 

Mr.  ErPEa,  from  tba  Committee 
to  wbom  the  tiibjeel  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
to  eoDtinne  in  force  sn  act  regnleiiDg  the  ear- 
jtaey  wiihin  the  United  Slates  of  ihe  gold  coins 
Df  Great  Britain,  France,  Foriogat,  and  Spain, 
and  the  crowns  of  France  and  fire  franc  piecea; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aecocd 
reading. 

Mr.  EppEs,  from  the  same  committee,  commO' 
nicaied  Enndry  docnmeats  in  relation  to  the  same 
subjecl,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  GoLDSBoaoDOB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  [o  wbom  ibe  subject  was  referred, 
ported  a  bill  far  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
ward  McCarif ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  lbs  second  reading. 

Mr.  OoLDSBoionflB,  from  the  sane 


and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
nakJDg  appropriaiioDs  for  tbe  military  service  of 
Ihe  United  Suies  for  the  jrcar  1819,"  baving 
-been  leporied  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  asameaded. 


Whote,  the  eonsiderailon  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  fbr  the  support  of  tbe 
Nary  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1619," 
bother  with  tbe  amendmenta  reported  thetelo 
by  the  Committee  on  Naral  Afiairs;  and  tbe 
amendmeats  baring  been  agreed  to,  tbe  Paaai- 
DENT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  amended  ao- 
cordingly  j  and  the  amendments  being  concurred 
b.  they  were  oTdered  to  be  engrossed,  and  tbe 
bill  be  read  a  third  lime,  as  amended. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed  lb*  coasideratioa  of  tbe 

Xrt  ortbe.Cootmiliee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
lures,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Nicholas  Srown  tad  Tboous  P.  Ires,  and  cod- 
CBrred  tbnein. 

The  Senate  rcsnned  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  to  wbom  was 
referred  ibe  petition  of  Peter  Lacoatej  and  in 
eoDCurrence  therewith,  ibe  petilioaer  bad  leave 
In  withdraw  bis  petilion. 

The  Senate  resumed  Ibe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  petilion  of  Thomas  I.  Ogden;  and, 
in  concarreoce  therewith,  the  petitioner  bad  leave 
to  withdraw  bis  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  tiontideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  wbom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Society  of  Charleston ;  and,  in  concurrence  there- 
with, resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  not  lo  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideralion  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  S3d  instant,  for  iaatructiBg  the 
Commiiiee  of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  exp«- 
dieney  of  reporting  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  slaves  impressed  into  the  pnblie  service, 
•ad  laat  in  the  satit  anrice;  and  agreed  ibereio. 


Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  ooasideration  of.  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant  far  printiog  cerlaia 
doeumen  is ;  and  (he  same  having  been  amended, 
was  agreed  to  as  fallows: 

Btfolved,  That  the  Seereiary  of  (he  Senate  be 
directed  to  procure  aad  cause  to  be  printed  Sve 
hundred  copies  of  the  report  and  of  the  docuroaota 
accompanying  the  report  of  a  commiiiee  of  the 
Mouse  t^  Represenuiives  on  ihe  subject  of  tbe 
NalioDalBank:  Pronded,  Tbe  same  can  be  pro- 
cured at  the  usual  rate  of  allowance  for  priaiiog 
similar  doenments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
•clauiborizing  ihedLSiribuiion  of  a  sum  of  moner 
among  (he  representatives  of  Commodore  Ed- 
ward Preble,  and  tbe  officers  and  crew  of  ihe  brig 
Syren;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  tbe  Pbebident  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  j  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commii(ee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  fuNberto 
extend  the  judicial  Kystem  of  the  United  Slates  [ 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Prbsiobut 
reported  it  lo  ibe  House  accordingly:  and  the 
amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  con.i deration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
acl  for  the  relief  of  panlel  Reoner  and  Nathan- 
iel H.  ^tatb,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  tbe  Commiiiee  of  Claims;  ai^ 
Ihe  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pru- 
tDBNT  reporled  tbe  bill  lo  the  House  amended 
accordingly ;  and  the  amendment  beigg  concurred 
in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  b« 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  lb« 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  eff<:ct- 

lly  to  provide  for  the  pooisbment  of  certain 

imcs  against  the  United  Stales,  and  for  otkw 
purposes;  and  the  farlber  consideralion  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  Ihe  order  of  the  daf 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  tesamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  eoDsidemiion  of  the  bill  lo  ezieod  ike 
iurtsdiction  ef  the  cireait  courts  of  the  United 
States,  to  cases  arising  nnder  tbe  law  relating  to 
paieDls;  aad  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  Pbrbidbiit  reporied  Ihe  bill  to  the 
House;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 

ad  a  third  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  eonsideratioD  of  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Sampson  S.  King,"  (ogelhei 
with  an  amendment  reporied  ibereio  by  the  Com- 
miiiee of  Claims;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  tbe  Pbesideht  reported  the  biU 
to  tbe  House  amended  accordingly;  and  the 
amendment  being  concurred  ia,  it  was  ordered 

be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time^ 
as  amended. 


Rttohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  ia- 
ata-Boied  to  infnire  whethsi  II  is  expedient  to  make 
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taj  alteialiiM  of,  ta  ■ddltion  to,  Uko  act  pBn«d  on  tha 
ISlli  of  Jwour,  1810,  entilM  "An  sot  to  pravM*  nA- 
jllhiML  ravMWM  tn  drirayiMf  oxptiiM*  of  Oo*eni- 
mMit,  ftud  Duintamiiig  tho  Mlilie  cmdit,  b;  Iqinf  o 
diroet  Ux  anon  Iho  United  8t>l«t,  and  to  pmide  iot 
MMMBg  ud  GOllaetiBg  the  Mma. 

Mr.  Morrow,  fiom  ib«  Commiiiee  oa  Pabli« 
Lands,  to  wbom  the  subjeoi  wu  nfrrred.  re- 
poited  ■  bill  reapecting  the  locaiion  of  cHtaio 
Meti<»9  uf  Uad  to  be  graDted  for  the  Seat  or 
QoTernment,  ia  tbe  Gtate  of  Indiana;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  ii  passed  to  lbs  second  reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
wlioin  was  refetted  ihe  jMtilioD  of  William  Bell, 
made  a  reporl,  Bccompanied  by  a  resolution,  ibat 
ihepetilioaer  bare  leave  to  withdraw  bis  peiition. 
Tbe  report  and  resolaiioD  were  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  fiom  ihe  same  committee,  to 
wbom  was  refured  ibe  petition  of  William  N. 
Perry  and  Mark  Bsrneti,  made  a  report,  aeeom- 

GDied  by  a  resolution,  ibai  <be  petitioners  bave 
He  lo  withdraw  their  petition.  The  report 
and  resolatioi]  were  read. 

Mr.  LtoooK  prneBted  the  petition  of  James 
Brady,  of  PMrnsylvania,  praying  the  renewal  of 
two  warrants  for  Revolutionary  bounty  lands, 
stated  to  have  been  deposited  by  bis  order,  in  the 
Land  Office,  and  which  cannot  now  be  fonod; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Pubiie  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  prepare  and 
report  a  bill  to  regulate  (he  compensation  and 
other  allowanees  made  to  officers  and  soldiers 
employed  on  fatigue  duty. 

EXFOfiTATION  OF  DOMESTIC  COINB. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  Committee  on  PinaBce,, 
to  wbom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by 
IftW  the  expottatioB  tk  tlte  gold,  silver,  and  cop- 
per coins  of  the  United  States,  made  tbe  follow- 
mg  report,  which  was  read  ^ 

The  ConiDiittee  on  Finance^  to  whom  was  referred 
•  TCMdution  to  inqoire  into  the  eipodieocy  of  piottib- 
i6t^  by  law  tbe  enwrtatiMi  of  Aa  gold,  (iver,  aad 
coppei  coins  of  the  United  States,  report : 

That,  the  measoie  oontemplaled  in  Ike  leaelntioa 
intunately  eonnediiit  itasif  with  tbe  Ascal  eoKcenw  of 
tbe  ttatioii,  (be  ooauniUee,  tbno^  tbeir  dtainMUi, 


vain,  what  hope  can  be  ioMged  that  •  GovmsJneiit 
like  ours — tbe  genius  and  spirit  of  which  broatbas 
nildnaas  and  modesatia»— a  coantrj  in  wbich  onel 


salpu 


of  obtaining,  b;  tbia  mild  ^int  of  le^sla- 
tioa,  this  desirable  end  1  Indeed,  no  cerei  seems  more 
entirely  renounced  and  exploded,  if  not  by  the  prao. 
tice  of  all  nttioas,  at  least  in  tbe  disquiulians  of  paliti< 
cal  economists,  tban  that  nhich  supposed  that  an  ac- 
comnlatiou  of  the  preciotts  metals  coold  be  produced 
in  tbe  dominions  of  one  sovereign  In  regulations  W- 
hibiting  tbeu'  exportation  to  ibose  of  any  other.  The 
evils  resulting  to  the  commnnity  from  a  scarcity,  or 
too  small  a  portion  of  the  piedons  metals,  seem  to 
yoor  committee  to  be  too  deeply  seated  to  yield  to  ain 
remedies  within  die  competency  of  legislation  to  aflbio. 
It  is  a  malad^r  which  snmits  of  no  cure  but  that  of 
lime,  patieiit  indnstry,  and  persevering  eeonony.  As 
long  as  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  us,  so  long  will 
a  ooostant  tfloz  of  the  predous  metals  be  required  for 
tbo-diseltaTge  of  such  balanee. 

From  this  axiom  in  commerce,  the  correctness  ef 
wbich,  it  ia  believed,  sever  was  qaestioned,  it  foUowa 
lemaine  with  tbe  people  tbemeelves  lo  adjust 


Ihe  bonn^  o€  Providence;  blesasd  with  •  eoimliy  at 
miparaUeled  fertility ;  with  soil,  dimate,  and  sstnalieB 
almost  infinitely  diversified;  with  capacitiae  of  rival- 
ling every  qnartst  of  Ibe  globe  in  the  agncBllnial  pro- 
doctions,  sa  well  as  in  tiie  periection  of  th«r  mano- 
fsctoies,  raw  materials  for  which  are  so  abundantlj 
fumiahed  them  within  tbe  bosom  of  Iheii  own  wanUj  -, 
aided  by  a  moderate  and  wise  economy  in  a  UmilM 
enjoymeot  of  foreign  luxuries — with  these  advantage^ 
dniy  appredated  and  luHy  imiooved,  to  what  elev^ed 
I  condition  in  theii  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  UAy 
Uthsy  not  aspire  T     To  the  protection  of  oui  domestic 
rfmannbetuTea  1^  tbe  imposition  of.dQlies  on  fiireign 
importations,  tbe  NationM  Oovetument  seemed  to  have 
gone  as  lai  as  sound  peli^  would  warrantor  p«nilit; 
Ibe  preeent  tariff  bavmg  beui  framed  with  a  view  a* 
wsti  of  ralnng  tbe  requiaile  snraly  of  levenrn  fer  tbe 
support  of  QovesBmant,  as,  I7  the  amonnl  of  tbe  dntiea 
'  m  foreign  articles  of  manaftctUM,  lo  aaiaUe 
manu&ctorsr  of  similar  articles  to  meet  Aa 
iinpoiler  of  such  foreign  manakotures,  in  our  own 
laiket,  on  terms  of  tab  and  equal  coi^>atitien. 
Paither  than  Ihii,  it  would  seem  lo  your  comisitteet 
tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States  ougkl  not  to  go. 
To  commercial  anterpries,  to  Ibe  tagad^  of  this  dasa 


t  Ibe  Seeretary  of  the  I^easory, 
requesting  bis  iqiinion  ot  tbe  pro^iety  ai  edopting 
measures  fi>r  Ibe  attainment  of  the  object  in  contem- 
platjon,  fiom  wbom  they  received  in  reply  a  oommuni- 
cstlon,  which  aeeompanies  this  report,  with  the  srgn- 
njenta  and  opinions  expressed  in  wbicb,  tboie  of  your 
committee  snbslantiBlly  correspond. 

Of  tbe  Inefficiency,  if  not  entire  impotence  of  legis' 
lative  proviabne  to  prevent  the  eeewe  of  the  precious 
mrtak  beyond  die  territorial  fimits  m  the  Government, 
the  bistory  of  all  countriss  in  which  tbe  power  of  le- 
gistaAm  has  been  tbne  exercised,  bears  teatifflony.  And, 
if  all  tbe  eSbrts  MT  aibitiaiy  power  in  de^MMC  Oov- 
emments,  if  regulssiena  dittated  by  ^  meat  cavtioas 
and  jealous  poUc^,  guarded  I7  penalties  and  punish- 
ments the  meet  cnel  and  sangninaij,  ami  enforced 
with  a  rigot  wbich  knows  no  nutigaliou,  have  bean  ~ 


of  (be  communis,  abaipaaed  by  tbe  keen  m 
lereat,  and  enlightened  by  long  ezperieBoe,)tsboald  be 
left  to  eiplon  Ihe  old,  or,  seeking  new  channels  of 
commsrce,  find  out  the  moat  mofitable  markets  fin  the 
prodoctions  of  our  native  and  domesUc  indnsBy,  and 
to  briog  us  in  exchange  such  of  the  ptodnctions  of 
foreign  climates,  and  of  foreign  labor,  as  oar  citizens 
are  willing  to  purchase.  In  short,  it  is  tbe  opinion  of 
your  committeo  tbst  commerce  is  alweys  destined  to 
fiourish  most  where  it  is  permitted  to  pursue  its  own 
paths,  marked  out  by  itael^  embarrassed  as  Utile  as 
possible  by  legislative  regulatioBs  or  leatrictions. 

From  iheee  oonsideratiMiB  year  committee  are  in- 
dnoed  to  raeommend  tbe  adoptian  of  the  following  res- 

Stttived,  That  it  is  not  expedient  for  Congress  to 
adopt  any  reguktioos  far  preventing  the  soponation  ef 
tbe  gold,  silver,  or  ct^por  coins  of  the  United  Slatae. 
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r,  Jhe.  BB,  1I1& 


8i« :  In  rcfdj  to  70117  letter,  eneloeing  tiie  rawln- 
tfoB  of  the  Seneta,  of  tb«  3d  inituit,  iottracting  tbi 
CDDiaittee  cf  FlnauM  "  to  bqiure  into  tbe  expedien- 
cy of  prabibiting  the  eipoitmtioD  of  the  fold,  ^l*eT, 
and  copper  coini  of  Ae  Doited  Stalei,  I  hue  the 
honor  to  lUte  that,  horn  the  beM  conndetatioa  which 
1  haTB  been  able  to  beetow  upon  the  rabjeel,  it  would 
beinexpedignttoadoptthemeainre  at  thlatitDe:  lit, 
bccaTiae  it  euuel  be  rendered  eSectoal ;  and  Sd,  that, 
■o  &r  aa  it  maj  be  rendered  effectnal.  It  will  operate 
in  b*or  of  the  conapt  part  of  the  cotanunity,  and 
i^iirioncl;  to  the  fiur  and  conicientiaiu  merdianL 
TM  lallei  pecition  ii  m>  manifeitly  true,  that  no  arso- 
meol  wfll  M  ofiered  in  ila  laior. 


Xoivpet  Htp  expOTtation  not  only  of  the  cnrrent  coin 
of  the  reapeetite  Statea,  bnt  of  the  predoui  melala 
generall7,  waa  prohibited,  onder  the  moel  aaDguinary 
petultiM.  Thia  k*o*t*)  prohibition,  Tidding  to  the 
MograHi  of  neioB,  and  to  the  advanoement  made  in 
Qie  aaenea  of  political  eeonom;  daring  the  aeTenteanth 
and  eighteenth  centariea,  faae  been  gradn^^  rednced 
in  moat  of  ihe  Statei  of  modem  Enrope,  to  the  gold 
•ud  ritrw  coine  of  the  i«apecti«e  Btatea.  According 
to  the  teatiiaony  of  the  moit  enlightened  men  of  every 
State,  fiw  the  laat  cantuy,  the  alMolnte  inefllea^  of 
thia  modified  prohibitioD,  aa  a  permanent  meaanre,  hai 
been  Ntiahctotilj  eatabUahed. 

By  the  immnlable  law*  of  commerce,  6u  expoita* 
tion  of  tbe  preciont  melala  mint  neeeeaarily  depend 
npOD  tbe  general  balance  of  trade,  in  dewite  of  any 
nranidpal  regnUtion  which  human  bgenni^  can  de- 
vtee.or  fanman  power  execute,  ahort  ot  wreating  from 
tndividaalB  die  poeaearion  of  it.  Aa  a  general  prlnd- 
ple,  tt  may  be  Mfely  a«ertad,  fliat  the  State  which 
import*  meidiandiaa  to  a  greater  amonot  than  U  ex- 
pmia,  mnat  pay  the  balance  in  (he  proeiona  metal*. 
In  free  Statea,  where  pnblic  credit  ia  flnnly  ealahliahed, 
■ud  moneyed  inatitnlionB  Ibimded  opon  jwt  prindplea, 
and  wiaely  adminitteie^  it  ia  admitted  that  baluce* 
may  be  fit  aome  time  adjnfted  withoat  the  aid  of  Bpo> 
cie,  by  trandenii^  to  tbe  creditor  intewit-bearing  ao- 
cnntiea,  anchaa  fended  debt  andbankilock.  It  need*, 
howcTer,  no  eHbrt  of  raaaon  to  detennine  that  thie 
neana  of  adjnating  balancea  mnat  not  only  be  limited 
in  ita  extent,  bnt  injorioaa  to  the  party  which  reaorta 
to  it,  aa  it  nnifatmly  tenda  to  inereaae  and  penietaato 
the  batanee  to  tiia  oKtmt  of  tlM  IntetreM  wnien  ii  an- 
nnaVy  HTaUe  to  the  cceditar. 

Bat  It  may 


1  that  the  faiitory  of  onr  own 


1,  that  hawever  in- 
eScwnt  the  meaMne  nay  be,  aa  a  penaanant  regnta- 
tioB,  yet  there  aw  eonjnnctarea  in  me  aAki  of  eT«ry 
State  which  not  only  jiutify.  bat  impeiionfly  leqaiie 
ita  tMipotaiy  adoption. 
It  cannot  be  denied 
Qorenmenl  etrongly 
Doling  the  embargo  of  1B07-'S,  and  that  of  1813,  the 
flxpotlaiion  of  ipecie  of  eiaiy  dtacdption  wai  rigidly 
pohlbitad  by  law.  Admitting,  fu  theparpoae  of  thie 
inqniiy,  die  correotneea  of  ttua  deeinon,  it  may  be 
proper  to  determine  whether  our  polilieal  or  commer. 
dal  relationa  with  foreign  Statea,  or  oni  btternal  af- 
Ibin,  preeeula  a  eaae  which  calla  ftr  the  temporary 
■ido^bon  of  the  meaaore.  According  to  general  ap- 
-_»..~  '■iibdiend  that  our  relation*  with  foreign 


Slalet  hare  at  no  pnriod  of  our  national  exletenee  ftn- 
nMwd  leia  oanae  of  inqaletode. 

The  veialiona  to  whidi  onr  commerce  waa  asbjact- 
ed  by  tbe  principal  baOlgerent  natiou,  prior  to  the 
commeoeemeiit  of  the  late  war ;  ita  almoat  total  laa- 
penaimi  daring  the  tnr,  and  the  fnegnlariliea  and 
vidMitndaa  incident  to  tt«  reanmptioB  on  the  ratun  of 


10  believe  Aat  tbeae  irrogularitiea  hava 


chant  will  bareafter  enjey  h 
The  mte  ef  «iehaBge  between  tUa  country  mid  the 
oamoaonial  Btata*  Vl  Europe,  b  a  anffident  aecnriV 
Bgainat  the  eipottation  of  the  gold  and  ailver  ootna 
of  Ae  United  auteetothoce  State*.  Tbe  exportation 
of  apeeie  to  tbe  Eait  Indie*  ia  tbe  only  drcnmatance 
ctmneolad  with  on  commennal  inierceuree  with  othei 
SIMea,  whidi  can  be  mppoacd  to  require  the  tempo- 
my  prohibition  of  the  eiportalioa  of  the  cnrreat  coin 
of  the  United  Slatea.  It  i>  believed  that  thia  trade 
haa  been  pmeealed  mom  «anen*iTely  by  the  merdiMita 
of  the  Unitod  Slataa,  aince  the  late  war,  than  tnteiiot 
to  that  pMiad.  The  extent  to  which  it  wlU  be  ihdb» 
ontvd  in  anceaaAng  yeara,  wBI  depend  npon  the  ex- 
teat  to  irikieh  aalaa  ean  be  proBtably  made  of  the  arti- 
cle* imperteJ,  and  the  piaeticdMlity  of  obtaining  die 
neeeaaary  amowit  of  ^eoie  for  ita  proaeewtion.  HionU 
tbe  civfl  war  wMtk  hae  for  aome  lime  eiiitcd  between 
fcala  and  tbe  independent  Oo*emmant8  in  die  Span- 
irti  American  f  roriuoe*  be  proeeeated  for  any  condd- 
•nU*  time  longer,  it  ie  pimiiMe  that  there  wiB  be  a 
geneni  appreoialion  of  the  preciona  metala  in  the 
driliied  worid,  and  that  Ae  vain  of  the  Eaat  Indie* 
may  bM  airiy  be  greatly  dimbuibed,  bnt  that  tbe*  may 
be  impoited  fien  ihanoa  into  Emope  and  the  United 
Slataa.  But  dwre  ia  no  mienal  peobdtlity  that  m 
either  arent  the  pneanre  npon  the  eommnnity,  which 
baa  pndnced  thia  inqniiy,  will  be  taapomym  itamt* 
torot  or  Ihatil  will  yield  to  wiy  lempor«ryiegidati«a 
axpedienL  ItwiU  beT*no*«dontywbenoiiiinporft^ 
tiona  bMI  ba  radneed  below  onr  expaatationa  of  mai- 
r)>andw»  (•  a  grealac  axtant  than  tfaounonntofqpecM 
aifOrM  to  the  Beat  Indie*  Until  tUa  dtenld  be  tbn 
eaae  ft*  pMHOie  will  eoulinne,  ann  diMild  the  qoa*- 
tily  «tf  lb*  faadmu  melala  in  Banenl  tiranlaion  bt 
grealiy  inanwid.  WhMbtr  dw  qnanti^  be  great « 
■BaU.n*i>a(tafUwaipMman*nt^re--'-'-  "  ' 
agoiaat  whiah  thareiann 
kaa  Iba  eoin  ef  neb  811* 
te  daettPT  it*  ennancy.  If  ih 
iWM  loek  to  tbe  ■t«aof  omr  ia 
BttMM  wbiob  may  jnatify  a  tempMMy  prduUlion  ef 
the  aiportation  of  tbe  gold  and  mrta  coin  of  the  Uni- 
todStaUa.  That  the  enmn^iadiaarderad,  and  dmt 
much  ambanaamHit  i*  fcU  in  the  fiaeal  tranaartiw— 
of  the  QoTcmment,  haa  been  ataled  in  the  annual  t». 
pMtoftheTrewnry.  In  theSnmgof  1817  diaprin* 
ami  banka  in  the  oMnmeniaf  cid**,  in  oaninniaian 
with  die  Bank  of  tbe  United  Statea,  reanmad  apeci* 
oi^a  wa*  oetaoitbly  foUowad  by 
of  leoal  banka  eatabliiidiad  in  tb* 
of  dwAlIanIk  State*.  In  die  Wealan  Statea, 
■iiiii  iii|i>jiiii*iil«  mini  abiiie*Hiaed III  Ihaliaiiki  inlib 
lubad  befiM  th  nfaad  lo  pay  ^MCM,  in  181*. 

in  naUng  the  eSnt  lo  re*tor«  the  cnn*n^  to  an 
eqsalitywith  g^  and  fllTer,  tb*  banka  were  aaocmdad 
hj  tlM  commonity,  irtiicb  maniftated  a  landaU*  bt- 
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buraoea  to  demknd  spada  ibr  tbs  bank  notai  whieb 
formed  lbs  general  circulitioo.  Tliiifbrbeiraiic«,how- 
erer,  conld  not  be  eiptctad  to  coutioaa  after  ths  buiki 
bill  lud  time  to  rtgalBte  tlitir  paper  cireulatioD,  ac- 
oordiDg  to  the  qtiantit;  of  ipecia  in  tb«ir  rtalu.  In 
the  meantima  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tatee,«nd*om« 
of  the  State  banks,  made  coneidsrable  eflbrta  to  import 
•pecie.  The  eiportalioD  of  it,  during  the  tame  period, 
lus,  it  ii  believed,  bean  equal,  if  not  greater  than  the 
importatioit  bj  the  bank*  and  bj  indiiidnal*.  It  ii 
pieaumed  that  the  banks  will  not  continue  their  exer- 
tioni  to  import  apede,  but  leaie  tbat  to  be  effected  bj 
the  commercial  interaet,  which  alone  can  bear  the  ei- 
peon ;  but  which  will  eertaioW  not  do  it,  eo  long  aa  it 
•ball  be  done  b;  the  bank*,  when  the  bank*  ceaae  to 
import,  tbay  mnirt  withdraw  their  paper  Irom  circnla- 
tion  to  a  lerj  great  eilenti  oi  atop  pajment.  The 
demand  lor  a  circulating  carrencj  must  be  made  im- 
periou*  b«rore  it  will  be  imported  to  anj  conaiJerable 
extent  bj  the  commarcia]  inlaretL  It  i«  onlj  wtien 
(old  and  ailvei  ahall  brm  a  large  proportion  of  the 
eircnlating  medinm  of  ^le  nation  thU  the  enrrenoj  can 
be  said  to  ba  aonnd.  8inoe  the  reanmption  of  ipecie 
pajmenta,  in  the  Spring  of  IS17,  thi*  hae  not  been  the 
cau.  What  qwcia  there  wm  in  Ibe  countnr  hu  re- 
mained in  the  Tanlta  of  Iho  banka  until  it  naa  bean 
drawn  by  the  broker*,  to  be  aold  to  the  exporting  mer- 
chant. It  haa  not  antared  into  tbe  general  ciicolationi 
and  there  i*  juat  reaaon  to  fear  tbat  much  time  will 
alapae  before  it  doee.  What  wa*  the  reaullof  fDrbea^' 
■nee  in  the  firat  inatauca,  haa  bean  efieoted  ainee  b; 
the  operation*  of  intereat  oi  of  fear.  If  apede  could 
he  freel;  drawn  bj  the  exportiDg  met«bant  from  tbe 
Tault*  of  the  bank*,  at  par,  ha  would  not  pay  tbe  bro- 
ker* eight  or  ten  per  cent,  preminm. 

Bank  atock,  espedally  in  the  Eaatem,  Middle,  and 
•oma  of  the  Weatem  Statee,  farm*  ao  great  a  portion 
tf  the  proper^  of  the  waaldiy  and  inflaanlial  daaae* 
of  aodaly,  that  the  intereat  of  the  bank*  is  tbat  of  the 
whale  community.  The  exporter  of  epede  ha*,  then- 
fbre,  to  chooaa  bMwaen  tbe  hoetiH^  of  the  eemmtinitf 
and  the  payment  of  a  preminu  open  tta  apede  which 
he  exporia.  Tbare  la  even  jut  reaaon  t*  apprahend, 
(hatwhera  bauka  ahail  atop  payment,  they  may  ba  per- 
mitted, by  public  opinion,  in  aome  pert*  of  the  Dnion, 
to  continue  to  dranlate  Ibdr  notea.  Sbonld  tfak  ap- 
piebeniiaa  be  realised, aod  the  sTilahonldbeaxtended 
to  difiaient  aaetiuna  of  tbe  coontiy,  the  carrenCT  conid 
not  &il  to  be  vitiated  in  an  extreme  degree,  nnlee*  the 
National  or  Blate  Government*  ahonld  adopt  maaaare* 
necaeaat^  to  repreaa  it.  AgaiMt  e*U*  of  thie  nalnra, 
tbe  prohibition  of  Ibe  exportation  of  the  gold  and  dhet 
coin*  of  the  Uoilad  State*  would  fhrwah  no  raUet 
Nor  i*  it  conceiTod  tbat  tbi*  meaante  can,  in  any  de- 
gree, reprea*  or  elleriate  the  aofiering*  of  the  coma- 
nily,  reaulting  from  the  exceadfe  multiplication  «f 
bank*,  and  conaequentinundatioD  of  bank  paper  which 
k  waa  manifeat  could  not  be  converted  into  n>ede  at 
the  will  of  the  h^der.  If  the  hank*  ahall  be  con- 
atrained  by  law,  by  public  opinion,  or  by  a  correct 
knowledge  of  their  intereat,  to  atop  their  diacounte 
when  they  ceaae  to  diidurge  tbeir  uotaa  in  *pede 
when  demanded,  and  confine  tbeir  exertion*  exdn- 
Hvely  to  tbe  collection  and  payment  of  thalr  debia,  the 
avili  which  now  opprna*  aodety  will  be  gradually  di- 
nuniibed,  and  the  cnneni^  everywhere  will  become 
e^ual  to  gold  and  lilver.  But,  during  thi*  proeeaa, 
ind  after  it  ahall  ba  ternuatad,  property  of  every  de> 
— i_.i.g  ^jy  ^  gnally  liinnJTii.hil  in  aalna;  and  ea- 


pedally  that  which  ia  fixed  and  pannaDent  in  it*  na> 
lute.  In  the  liquidation  of  the  exi«ting  debla,  the  r*. 
lation  of  debtor  and  creditor  will  be  aanaiblj  changed 
of  the  latter,  who  will  be  pud  in  money  of 
greetar  intrinaic  value  than  wa*  received  by  the  former. 
But  thi*  i*  an  evil  which  neeeaaarily  reaulta  from  fla»' 
luatiom  in  tbe  currency  of  every  State,  and  cannot  be 
charged  upon  the  Government,  which  in  the  preaeol 

ite  will  be  moat  aerioualy  affected. 

It  'a.  however,  conceived  tbat  a  paper  currency, 
founded  upon  a  metallic  baaii.i*  more  liable  toiuddM 
and  violent  Snclnation*  than  one  which  i*  purely  m^ 
tallic  In  the  preaent  itate  of  the  prodou*  metal*  in 
general  drcuUtion,  a  metallic  currency,  it  i*  cunft- 
dentlj  believed,  could  not  be  nmnltaneoudy  reearoed 
by  tbe  different  Bute*  of  the  dvihied  world.  We  are 
then  compelled,  under  exiatiog  drcnmetancei,  to  CQK- 
tinue  a  ^aper  currency,  fodnded  upon  a  melajiio  haaii^ 
with  all  It*  liability  to  audden  and  violent  floctnetiona, 
aggravated  by  tbe  circnmatance  tbat  more  than  Iwen^ 
dUferent  sovereigntiee  daim  and  eierdee  the  right  «t 
incraaaing,  ad  Ubitum,  that  current^,  through  the  In- 
itrumentality  of  banking  inatilutiona.  Thaae  drenm- 
■tancee,  together  with  the  drain  of  apede  produced  bj 
Ibe  East  India  trade,  preaent  tbe  moat  aeiiou*  obatadaa 
to  tbe  preaervation  of  the  currency  at  tn  equal  value 
to  gold  and  itlvar.  Theaa  obitadea  now  eiiit  in,  per- 
hapa,  thdr  greateat  force.  The  practicability  of  pi*, 
aerving  the  convertibility  of  bank  note*  into  current 
•pacie,  under  drcunutancea  ao  extremdy  adverx^  ia  ia 
a  fitir  eonne  of  experiment.  Whatever  may  be  the 
reanit  of  tbi*  experiment,  until  it  ii  obtained,  ao  legia- 
lative  interference  i*  conceived  to  be  neceaaary,  except 
tor  tbe  enforcement  of  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  tu 
bank*  to  discharge  their  notea  in  apada,  when  de- 
manded.   Tbia  can  be  moat  certainly  aflectad  by  oon- 


whilat  it  refuaea  to  diacharge  them  in  apede,  oi  IIm 
note*  of  other  bank*  in  the  eeme  dtnation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he  air,  very  re^actfolly,  joai 
moat  obedient  eervut, 

WM.  H.  CBAWPOBD. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Bnii, 

CAotrniBn  ConmiUu  iff  Faumu. 

TcESDATiJaniMtj  26. 

Mr.  SAHroBD  pmeoied  the  petition  «f  Wil- 
liam Edgar  and  Aleiaoder  Macomb,  of  Ibe  citf 
and  Suieof  New  York,aUtiDg  tbat  the;  bad  in  tba 
jrear  1787,  purehaaed  landa  beleogin^  to  tbe  Uni- 
ted BlBies,  10  a  large  amount,  for  which  ihejr  paid 
into  the  Tressur;  thereof  ihirtfiboannd  dollars; 
that  being  anibte  to  complete  their  payment  on 
aoeouat  of  said  purcbaee,  tbe  taid  lands  reverted 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  aom  ibus  paid  wu 
declared  forfeited,  prayiug  that  this  auin  majr  be 
refunded,  for  reasons  slated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RoBESTB,  from  the  Comniltee  o{  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  peiiiion  of  Rees  Hil^ 
made  a  report,  accompanieo  by  a  bill  fur  the  re- 
lief of  Ree*  Hill;  and  the  report  aad  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claimk 
to  wbotn  tbe  aubject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
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fat  Ibe  relief  o(  ibe  heiri  and  legal  repmeDtat 
of  Niebolai  Vie«l«Dil,decMte4f;  and  ibe  bill  waa 
Tcad,  and  pasaed  to  ibe  secoDd  readiog. 

Mr.  L*00CK,from  the  Commitlee  oo  PeBsioni, 
to  wbom  was  referred  the  petiiioo  of  Rachael 
StDrgea,  made  a  report,  aeaompapled  bjr  a  res- 
olutioQ  that  Ibe  pctiiioDer  bare  leave  to  witb- 
draw  her  pelitioa.  Tbe  reporl  and  resoluiion 
were  r«ad. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  same  eommitiee,  to 
whom  wa«  referred  the  petition  of  Otho  8te< 
IibeDi,  made  a  report,  aceoropaiiied  by  a  reMln* 
tioQ  ibal  It  would  be  iaezpedieBl  to  graot  the 
pnjet  of  the  petitioner,  aad  thai  be  have  leave 
lo  withdraw  hia  pelition.  The  report  aod  reso- 
loiioD  were  read. 

Ur.  MoBHOW,  from  tbe  CwiDiitUe  ou.  Public 
Idada,  to  whoni  was  referred  the  bill^  eolilled 
"An  act  allowiB)!  further  time  to  compiete  ibe 
JMiiog  and  loeating  of  military  land  warrania," 
resorted  the  aama  without  amendmeDt. 

The  bill  to  coniiniie  in  force  an  aet  regulating 
the  enrreDcy  witbia  tbe  Uoited  Statti  of  the 
fold  eoinaof  Great  Britain,  Franea,  Portugal, 
nil  Spain,  and  the  erowns  of  Fraooe  and  G.rc 
fianc  pieces,  was  read  Ibe  pecond  time. 

The  bill  for  th«  beDefit  of  Jacob  Potkbill  wM 
read  the  aecond  tioie. 

The  bill  respeding  tbe  location  of  cartaia  aec- 
lioos  of  lands  to  be  granted  for  tbe  seat  of  gov- 
unmeiit  in  the  State  of  ladiaka,  waa  read  the 
Meond  lime. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Kdward 
licCarlT  was  read  tbe  aecond  lime. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committea  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment,  in  certain  eases,  on 
account  of  the  Treasury  Dotes  which  hare  been 
lost  or  destroyed,"  logslher  with  tbe  amendment 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Finance; 
and  tbe  a  mead  me  at  having  been  agreed  to,  ibe 
PumDBirr  reported  tbe  bill  to  the  Houseanended 


aeeordingly ;  and  the  amendment  being  conenr- 
red  in,  it  waa  ordered  lo  be  engron  "    ■ 

bill  be  read  a  third  tiro*  as  amended. 


lir.  STOzas,  from  ibe  Committee  oo  the  Post 
OffiM  and  Pott  Roads,  to  wbom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  aei  anihorixing  the  PoMmasler 
Otneral  lo  eoBtrael,  u  in  other  case*,  for  carry- 
ing the  mail  in  atewnbo^la  between  New  Orleani, 
ia  Iha  State  of  Looiuana,  nnd  Lonisville,  in  ' 
Suifl  of  Kentseky,''  reported  tbe  same  with 
laeodmeBtj  which  waa  read. 

The  amendmenii  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
making  appropriations  for  the  sopport  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Butes  for  the  year  1819" 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 

aagroMed,  tbe  bill  was  read  the  third  tim 

amended,  and  paiaed. 

The  amendment  to  Ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Renner  and  Naikanial 
H.  Heath,"  bating  been  reported  by  tbe  com- 
mittee correctly  engrosaed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  aroended,  and  passed. 

Tbe  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  Sampaon  8.  King,"  having  bacm 


the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  aa  amendt 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  anihorizing  tbe  dis- 
tribution of  a  aum  of  money  among  tbe  repre- 
sentatives of  Commodore  Edward  Preble,  and 
the  officers  aod  ciewof  ihe  brig  Syrtn,"  was  read 
a  third  Lime, and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  ibe  jodicial  system 
of  tbe  United  Slates  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Tbe  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cir- 
onit  coons  of  the  United  States,  to  eases  arising 
Doder  the  law  relating  lo  patents,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Monnow,  the  Commitlee 
on  Public  Lands  were  iostracted  to  inquire  wbe- 
ibier  any,  and,  if  any,  what  amendments  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  to  tbe  aol,  entitled  "An  aet  for 
ebaogiag  tbe  compeDsation  of  receivers  aud  regis- 
tera  of  the  land  offioes;"  aod  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  QoLDBBDBouaa,  from  tbe  Commiltee  of 
Claims,  lowborn  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de  la  Ronde; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second 

MrTjoBRsoN  preienied  the  petition  of  Ferdi- 
nand L.  Amelnng,  captain  in  tbe  first  infantry  in 
the  United  States  army^  praying  a  proportion  of 
certain  prize  money  arising  from  seizures  for  vii^ 
lations  of  ibe  reveone  laws,  in  the  western  parts 
of  the  Slate  of  Loniaiana,  as  slated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  aod  reporl  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Jobhboh,  Robbbto, 
and  Buaaiu.,  were  appointed  tbe  commitlee. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representativei 
infoimed  the  Senate  that  ifaey  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  regoUting  tbe  payments  lo  in- 
valid pensioners;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  (or  the 
relief  of  Pbcebe  Staarl  f  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
acifoT  the  relief  of  Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew 
H.  Jottell;"  and  also  a  rasolniion  respectfully  re- 
questing the  Senate  to  permit  two  of  its  mem- 
bers to  attend^  as  witneaacs,  a  select'^commillce  of 
the  Hoose ;  in  which  bills  aod  reaolotion  Ifaey 
reqnesl  the  eonenrrenca  of  the  Seaaie. 

The  said  threa  bills  aod  resolation  were  read, 
and  aarerally  pa«td  to  Ihe  seeoad  readiag. 

The  Bennte  teaumed,  as  in  Commitlee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  the  eonaideraiioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  "As 
net  to  establish  a  jodieial  district  in  Virginia, 
weal  of  the  Alleghany  monntain;"  together  with 
th«  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  thm  Judioiarv ;  and  the  amcndmeat  having 
been  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  having  been  fnrlher 
amended,  the  Fbgsiimnt  reported  it  to  the  House 
aatendedBecardiBgtj;aad  the  Bmeodinents  being 
concurred  in,  ibey  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  Ihe  bill  be  read  b  third  lime  as  amended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Diokbbbon,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  reaolotion  propMing  an  amendment 
lo  Ibe  Coosiitmion  of  the  United  Slates,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  elee- 
lion  of  Represenuiivaa  in  the  Coogrcsa  of  ike 
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Udiiad  StmiM,  togather  with  tfa«  ■mendmtata  re- 
ported  ttiereto  bf  {heaeleetoomBiitiee,  wai  nad« 
the  order  of  ihe  day  for  to-mortow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  TeniKtGee,  from  ibe  Com- 
millee  on  Military  Afiiriri,  punanat  to  ioitrue- 
ti«BB,  i«poried  B  dIIJ  io  rfCDJate  ibe  pay  of  the 
Army  wbao  employed  on  fttigoe  daiy ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeoni)  re»dtDg. 

The  SeoBte  reinntd,  u  to  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDiideration  of  the  bill  pretcribiDg 
ibe  mode  of  commeDciog,  proiecaliog,  and  de- 
eidlog  cooiroverMn  between  two  or  more  Statei, 
together  with  the  aBendmeDts  nported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  ob  the  Judiciary ;  and  the 
ameodm^nts  having  been  agreed  lo,  the  further 
eoDuderatioD  thereof  waa pobtpooedio, and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow.  - 

Mr.  T*.tT,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
■  bill  aiubonxlag  the  purchue  of  lire  oiktimbct 
for  obtbI  porpotea ;  lad  the  bill  was  M&d,  bikI 
|asMd  u>  the  seooad  reading. 

WBOHEBfiAT,  January  27. 

Oo  moiioD  by  Mr.  TaiT,  the  Committee  on 
NftTal  AOaira,  to  whom  was  rrferred  the  petition 
of  ArekibaU  B.  Lerd,  and  others,  ia  behalf  of  the 
officera  and.  crew  of  the  rerenae  cutler  Boxer, 
were  dieeharged  from  the  further  coaaideratioo 
thereof,  and  the  petitiooeti  had  leaTe  to 'withdraw 
their  petition. 

Mr.  Macoh,  from  the  Conmiliee  on  Foieign 
Relations,  eomrannieftted  three  acta  of  the  Par- 
liamest  of  Qreal  Britain,  one  entitled  "Ad  act  to 
consolidate  and  extend  ibe  ee^ enl  laws  uow  in 
force  for  allowiDg  the  importation  of  ecriaia 
goods  and  metehandise  into,  and  from  eertaio 
porta  of  the  West  Indies,"  passed  the  27th  Jnne, 
1806  i  and  one,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  British 
pkntailon  suf[«r  aud  coffee,  imported  into  Ber- 
muda Id  Britith  ships,  to  be  exported  to  the  lerri' 
tories  of  the  United  States  of  America,  In  foreign 
ahips  or  r«asels;  and  lo  permit  articles,  the  pro- 
ductjoa  of  thfc  said  United  States,  to  be  imported 
into  the  said  isknd  io  foreign  shipa  or  reeseb," 
passed  the  1st  July,  1813 )  and  the  other,  entitled 
''An  Ml  te  permit  the  inpottuioa  of  oertaia  arti- 
cles into  His  Majesty's  ooloniaa  or  pUnuiioDs  ta 
tha  West  Indiea,  or  on  (he  coBliDCal  of  South 
America,  and  Blao  eertain  articles  iuM  eettaia 
poHs  in  the  Wat  Indiea,"  pasMd  the  33d  Uayj 
Bad  (he  aets  were  reaii. 

The  bill  eotitled  "An  aei  rcnlating  the  pay  of 
inralid  pensioners,"  w»  read  the  lecoDd  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Commiuea  on  Pensiooa. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Pbmba  Stuart,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "Au  act  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jonett,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Van  Dteb,  the  Commitiee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  inquire  u  to  the  expediency  of  making  an  «d- 


lown,  in  Sussex  ooouiy,  in  the  State 

The  biUforthe  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de  la 
Roeda  waa  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  regnlate  the  pay  of  the  army,  when 
employed  on  fatigue  dnty,  was  read  the  eeeond 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reea  Hill  Wts  read 
the  second  time. 

The  biHfoT  the  rdiefof  the  heirs  and  Itgli 
lepresentatlreB  of  Nieholas  Treeland,  was  rMd 
the  secood  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  live  oak 
limber  for  nBral  purpoees  was  rend  the  eeeond 

Tha  molatioD  fVom  the  House  of  RepreasttU- 
tives(  respecifblly  requesting  the  Seaate  to  per- 
nit  two  of  its  members  to  attend,  as  witneasci^  a 
■elect  eonmlttee  of  the  House,  waa  read  the  aen- 
ond  time  and  eonsidwed.    Wherenpoa, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bobbill, 

RtmHttd,  That  the  honorable  Datid  DAtranr 
and  WiLLijUi  HtrNTRn,  members  of  the  BennK^ 
bare  leave  to  attend  a  commitiee  of  the  Hooae 
of  Represeniatire*,  appoiaied  lo  inquire  Into  tb« 
official  eandiNt  of  William  P.  Tan  Nem  and 
Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  to  be  examined,  toneh- 
iag  the  sttbjeet  of  said  iaqniry,  agreeably  t«  a 
reaMution  of  aaid  House,  paaaed  on  the  S6lb 
instaat,  requesting  that  such  leave  may  he  gtaaicd. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  «f  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Fiuance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathanie)  Geddavd, 
BBd  others,  formerly  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadne, 
and  her  cargo ;  and,  on  the  queMlon  to  agree 
thereto,  ii  was  determined  in  tho  BflriiMtiTe— 
yeaa  3S,  oaya  4,  as  follows: 

TiAs— Messrs.  Barboar,  Ciitlendsn,  Dkkerson, 
Ealoa,  Bpm  Ponyth,  Fromandn,  Osiltard,  GM^ 
bomngh,  Johnson,  Lacook,  Leake,  MaoMi,  Minii),  Mor- 
row, JfoUe,  Pakner,  Roberts,  Rngtlsa,  Ssnftnd,  SmiUi, 
Stokes,  Slorer,  Tail;  Tslbet,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Ttebs- 
nec.  Tan  I^ka,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Willtama  ef 
Tenneasea,  ud  Wihoa. 

Nass— Messrs.  Bonill,  Daggett,  King,  and  Otis. 

Bo  it  waa  rcaolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe* 
liiioa  onght  not  to  b«  granted. 

The  ameadmeot  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  anibnrise  the  payment,  in  ecruin  caees,  on  ne- 
enani  of  Treasury  noiea,  whieh  have  been  lost 
w  deatroyed,"  having  bean  rumtted  by  the  c«»- 
miiiee,  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  waa  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  paseed. 

The  anMndmems  to  the  bill,  eniiiled  'An  ant 
to  establish  a  judicial  disuict  ia  Virginia,  went 
of  the  AU^haay  meonUia,"  hariug  been  m> 
ported  by  the  committee  correetly  engrnaaed,  the 
bill  was  readalhird  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resmncd  the  conaideiatian  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  pro- 
pnety  of  placing  Caleb  Auatio  on  the  pecHion  list; 
and  the  further  cousideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  next  Monday  week. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
i«port  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  Io  wham 
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was  nferred  the  pedtios  at  Thomas  Arnold ; 
and  the  further  eoasidnatioa  thereof  wai  poat- 
poaed  tutil  Moadajr  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  eonaideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Conmitiee  of  Claims,  to  vbom  was 
referred  the  pditioa  of  Bobert  Sewsll ;  and  ia 
eonenrrence  therewith,  rrtol*ed  (hat  the  prafei 
of  the  petitioner  ovght  not  to  he  granted. 

Mr.  Tait  (rare  itoltec  that  to-morrow  he  ihould 
Mk  leave  tooriog  ia  a  bill  radiorizjog  Ihe  Presi- 
dent of  ifae  Ufliled  StMei  to  ptirchase  the  lands 
rcaerred  bj  the  aet  of  the  3d  of  March,  1S17.  to 
ecrtoia  chiefo,  warrina,  or  other  lodlaut  of  the 
Creek  nalioa. 

The  Senate  reiinaed  the  eonHdention  of  the 
motioB  of  the  SSth  ioBtant,  for  iatlrnettDf  Ihe 
Committee  on  the  Judiciirjr  to  iaonire  into  the 
ezpedieaoy  of  pTOTldisf  bf  law  lot  the  eaiab- 
liaftfflcnt  of  a  duliict  court  wttfajn  the  Tarritorj 
of  IMichigiD ;  and  agTeed  ibaretoi 

TBDEHU.T,  Januatf  2S. 

Hf.  GoLDBBOBODGB,  from  the  Committee  of 

Qairoa,  to  whaaa  waa  refetred  the  bill,  entitled 


«  claim  of  M.  Poire^ ;"  and  aim  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  mabng  proriMea  for  the  claim  of  U.  de 
Tieone,"  reported  the  tame  ret>pccttrelf  without 
amendmeot. 

Mr.  QoiDeBOBODOfl,  from  the  aame  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Qtr 
briel  Oedfroy,  of  the  UichigBn  Territorr  made  a 
report,  aeeompaaied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Gabriel  Godfrav  ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  tbe  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  nodice  giTen.  Mr.  Tait  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  purchase  the 
land*  metred  hf  the  act  of  tbe  3d  of  Match,  1817, 
to  ctttsin  chiefs,  warriors,  or  other  Indians  of  the 
Creek  nation ;  and  the  bill  waa  read,  and  passed 
to  the  aeeood  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
10  whom  was  referred  the  peilikiD  of  BU  Mart, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolotton  that 
a  bill  be  reponcd  allowing  to  tbe  petitionet  the 
Bppraiaed  value  of  his  buildlnga.  The  report  and 
reeolntion  were  rwd. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  presented  the  petition  of  a  nam- 
ber  of  iohabitanta  of  tbe  eonnty  of  Lancaster, 
in  ikc  State  of  Pennaylraala,  praying  amend- 
ment* 10  the  acts  prohibiting  tbe  importation  of 
slaves  into  the  United  Slates;  and  the  petttion 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  conmitteeon  tbe 
aabject  of  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  bIbo  preienied  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  inbabitaais  of  Cbeeier  conniy,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  eetHblishment 
of  certain  post  offices  and  post  reads;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Kouls. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cornelia 
Schoonmaker,   widow  and   administtatrii,  and 


Peter  Marius  Green,  administntot  of  Zichariah 
BchooDmaker,  deceased,  late  peymasur  of  the 
Zd  regiment  of  United  Slates  volunteer  artillery, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
the  prayer  of  tbe  petiiioaers  ovght  not  to  be 
granted.    Tbe  report  and  resoloUon  were  read. 

The  pBBBinEKT  commuoicaied  the  credentials 
of  Wal/tsr  LowniE,  appointed  a  Senator  by  tbe 
Legiitatnre  of  tbe  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Hatch  next  j  and  they  were  lead,  aad 
laid  on  file. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  «f  the 
motion  of  tbe  25th  instant,  for  ioelrucling  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Judieiary  to  inqvire  into  tbe 
expedieocy  of  placing  all  criminal  proaeeatiMia, 
IB  which  the  (Jailed  States  shall  be  a  party,  «■- 
dot  the  direction  of  the  Attorney  Qsneral,  and 
whethn  it  be  expedient  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
poiainent  at  n  Assistant  Atteraey  GeiMtal ; 
aad  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coasideTatioB  of  the 
motion  of  the  26ih  instant,  for  itwtruotiBg  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  whether  i(  is 
expedient  to  make  any  alteration  of,  or  additloB 
to,  the  aet  passed  cm  the  18ih  of  Jaauary,  1B16, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  reveaMs 
foi  defraying  the  expenses  (^  QoveroiBeiit,  BBl 
maintaining  tbe  public  credit,  by  laying  adiieet 
lax  upon  the  United  States,  and  io  provide  for 
assessing  and  collecliog  the  same  ;"  Bad  agreed 

The  Senite  resiyaed  the  consideration  of  ihc 
motion  of  the  26th  instant,  for  instraetiag  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  ■ 
certain  poet  route ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
tesolntion  proposing  to  amend  the  Constitution, 
M>  fat  as  to  produce  an  nniform  mode  of  eiectiag 
Eltctors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  the  Represent  at  ives  to  Cob- 
greu,  logsiber  wilb  tbe  amendments  iqxiried 
thereto  by  tbe  select  committee. 

[The  amendments  were:  first,  after  providing 
that  tbe  districts  ihall  be  formed  of  coatieDoas 
territory,  and  sontaln,  as  nearly  as  laay  be,  an  - 
eqBsl  number  of  persons  entitled  by  the  Constl- 
tntioB  Io  be  represented,  to  Insert,  "or  of  persona 
qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most  no* 
moroos  branch  of  the  S«aie  Legislature."  Sec- 
ond, to  add  at  tbe  end  of  the  section  the  follow- 
ing: "And  if  lbs  Legislature  of  any  State  shall 
&il  to  prwide  for  tbe  election  of  Represeota* 
lives,  as  heteby  required,  Congress  shaH  have 
power  to  provide  for  the  !iame  in  the  maDoet 
prescribed  by  this  arliole."] 

Alter  some  discussion,  ihe  amendoieBts  wete 
sgaeed  to,  and  the  reaolniion,  as  amended,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  ibitd  reading. 

Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  William  Prout,  reported  a  bill  toaa- 
thorize  William  Prout  to  insiiiuie  a  bill  in 
equity  before  tbe  circuit  court  for  tbe  District  of 
Columbia,  against    the   SuperinlendeBl   of  the 
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Pnblic  Bsildingt,  and  to  direct  n  defence  therein ; 
KDd  the  bill  was  t»d,  and  pasted  to  the  tecond 

Mr.  uOLDaBoaonoa,  from  the  Committee  of 
Clatnos,  to  whom  the  tnbject  wai  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford ;  and 
tbe  bill  was  read,  aod  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MonBOW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  designate  the  botiodaries 
of  dislricif,  and  establish  land  offices  for  (hedis- 
potal  of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale  in  tbe  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiaoa  ;  aod 
tbe  tnlt  was  read,  and  pissed  to  a  second  readiog. 

Mr.  RoBEKTS,  from  ibe  Commiitee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  peiiiion  of  Darid 
Henler,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Davia  Henler ;  aod  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readiog. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  ibe  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the.  petition  of  William  N. 
Peirr,  and  Hatli  Barnelt;  and,  in  concorrence 
therewith,  tbe  petitioners  had  leare  to  withdraw 
their  petition. 

The  Senate  mnmed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Bellj  and,  in  coocarreoee  therewith,  tbe  peti- 
tioner had  leare  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Oaili^sd  in  the  chair,  the  consid- 
eratioD  of  the  bill  more  eSectualljr  to  provide 
for  the  puniibment  of  certain  crimes  egainst  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  making  some  amend- 
ments thereto^  which  were  concurred  in  by  ibe 
Senate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  ibird  lime. 

The  Senate  then  reiamed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Maoom  in  tbe  chair,  the  bill  to 
prescribe  the  mode  of  commeQcing,  prosecuting, 
and  settling  conlroversles  between  two  or  more 
States,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  ibe  Senate  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  January  29. 

Mr.  Laoook,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Peit- 
■ioDs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ease  of  Peter 
Franeiico,  made  a  report,  accompanied  br  a  re- 
iolaiion  that  the  committee  be  iTiacharged  from 
the  farther  eotisideraiioa  of  tbe  aubjecL  The  re- 
port and  resolntion  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLLUMB,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affaira.  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  petition  of  Mark  and  Conan  t,  of  Detroit,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  s  resolativn  that  tbe 
petilioners  hafc  leare  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GoLnsBOBonoH,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Mary  Cassin,  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
payment  of  arrearages  of  certain  saldien'  pay, 
were  diicharEed  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  10  consider  and  report  thereon  to  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  Batoii,  from  the  committee  appointed  '- 


consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  respeciing  the 
transportation  of  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or  to 
be  held  to  labor ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pasaed 

the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eppm,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  aup- 

Slementary  to  ihe  act,  entiiled  'An  act  to  ptovloe 
]r  thepiomptBeitlemeot  of  pnblic  account*,"  r^ 
ported  the  same  without  amendment. 

"  lion  by  Mr.  Eppbb,  tbe  Committee  oa 

who  were  inairueted,  by  a  resolntion  of 
the  Senate,  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  to 
altering  the  amount  of  compensations  to  certain 
collectors  of  the  customs  as  shall  make  the  same 
more  commensurate  with  the  duties  reqnired  of 
them,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject. 

The  bill  anthorizinf  tbe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  purchase  laada  reserved  by  tbe  aet 
of  the  third  of  March,  1817,  to  certain  cbie^ 
warriors,  or  other  Indiana  of  the  Creek  nation, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Oodfroy  waa 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  aathoriie  William  Proai  to  inst}- 
iQle  a  bill  in  equity  before  the  circnit  court  for 
the  District  of  Colombia,  against  the  Buperinlen- 
deat  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  to  direct  a  de- 
fence thereto,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Foid  waa  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Henley  was 
read  Ihe  second  time. 

Mr.  TiGHGHOR  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the  better  ornniza- 
tion  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  bill 
was  read  twice,  b^  ananimous  cooaeni,  and  refer- 
red to  tbe  Commttteeon  the  Judiciary. 

C0NTR0VBH8IB8  BETWEEN  STATES. 

The  Beoate  resomed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  preseribiiiB 

Ihe  mode  of  commencing,  proseeuting,  and  deci- 

dins  controversies  between  two  or  more  States: 

A  motion  waa  made  to  strike  out  the  words, 
in  Ihe  ^st  section,  "or  any  other  matter  proper 
to  be  decided  in  a  jodieial  way." 

Mr.  Tauiot  spoke  in  &vor  of  the  bill,  gena- 
rally,  while  he  gave  bis  assent  to  the  amendment, 
to  obviate  the  objections  of  aome  gentlemen  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CniTTiRDBii  gave  into  the  amendrntol 
from  the  same  motive  as  his  coUeagne,  and  was 
willing  the  bill  should  be  confined  to  ctmtravet- 
aies  respecting  territorial  limits. 

Mr.  WtLUAMS,  of  Tenneeaee,  thought  the  bill 
nnnecessatf.in  any  respect,as  tbe  dispute  between 
Ihe  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kenitieky  respecting 
Itmiu  could  be  settled  without  it;  but  he  sfaontd 
be  much  less  opposed  to  tbe  bill  if  this  amend- 
ment took  place. 

Mr.  Fbombntih  wbs  opposed  to  Ihe  amend- 
ment. He  ibought  the  Constitutional  nrortaion 
on  the  sabject  was  meant  to  embrace  all  contro- 
versies between  States,  as  well  as  those  relating 
toboandary.  He  thought  it  tbe  duty  of  Congrem 
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>i  belief*  BOy  diffi- 

7iDg  It  into  effect.  He 
tbe  bkU  as  geaeral  ai 
possible,  wicfi  a  view  lu  pteveDi  all  quarrels  and 
•p^imioDs  or  force  lo  redreu  teal  or  supposed 
JDjariea. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr..EppB8  declared  himself  hostile  to  the  bill, 
and  moved  to  postnooe  it  iadeSnitelv.  He  be- 
lieved ibis  bill  could  only  be  executed  by  military 
force.  The  piliiciples  he  contended  for.  lyere 
ably  aapporled  in  the  work  entitled  "  The  Feder- 
sliat."  He  would  rather,  had  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  been  in  order,  that  the  ques- 
tion should  haye  been  (akeo  directly  on  the  mer- 
it* of  the  bill,  to  decide  wbelherapTOTJsion  of  the 
ConsliiatioD.  which  bad  lain  iaactire  for  thirty 
years,  sbouM  now  be  called  into  action.  Con- 
gress bad  shrunk  from  the  exerciae  of  the  power 
to  district  the  States;  and  be  thongbt  this  bill 
mnah  more  daneerous.  and  likely  to  produce  dis- 
iDrbance,  than  that.  The  power  to  suspend  the 
tuU>etu  corptMaei  had  never  been  exercised.  This 
wise  course  ought  to  be  adhered  to  in  the  pres- 
""    i  bill  was  calculated   to 


discontent  and  suspicion.  Mr.  B.  here  read  an 
extraet  from  the  Federalist,  page  93,  lata  edition, 
corroborating  his  idea,  that  adecree  against  a  spv- 
creign  Slate  could  not  be  eoAirced  but  by  the 
sword.  The  power  of  the  Federal  Court,  said 
Ur.  B.,  to  try  suits  between  an  individual  and  a 
State  has  been  expunged.  With  a  few  more  ob- 
■errations,  Mr.  E'.  sabmitied  the  motion  he  bad 

Mr.  Cbittehoek  said,  the  same  coarse  bad 
been  parsaed  at  the  last  session  as  was  now  pro- 
posed, and  if  this  motion  now  prevailed,  It  most 
be  considered  asaiejectioa  of  the  bill.  The  State 
of  Centueky  had  addressed  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress in  faror  of  such  a  measure  a*  was  proposed 
by  the  bill,  and  be  deemed  it  a  dnty  to  submit 
the  reasons  which  occurred  to  him  in  sup^Hirt  of 
it.  Under  the  Constitution,  power  was  given  to 
Congress  to  make  the  provisione  eoalemflattd 
by  this  bill.  Why  Uemble  at  the  exercise  -of  this 
power  1  There  mast  be  auiherity  somewlieTfl  to 
settle  disputes  between  States;  and  where  would 
it  be  lodged  so  safely  as  in  the  national  Judiciary? 
He  believed  nogroQnd  of  alarm  or  apprehension 
exilted.  The  greatest  and  proudest  States  in  the 
Union  wonid  cbeerfatly  submit  to  the  decision  of 
thftrtvtfntnd  aay  IIU|aricn  between  tbem.  Tlie 
Statea  woidd  1>e  'sum  by  their  coDsani,  as  they 
had  siren  their  consent  to  the  provision  of  tbe 
ConsIitDtion  naihoiizing  thid  law;  and  they 
could  not,  therefore,  complain  of  any  vitdation 
of  their  sovereignly  or  independence.  He  said, 
he  deemed  it  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  our 
Union,  that  thia  power  sbonld  have  been  given, 
and  that  it  sboold  be  exercised.  The  very  au- 
thor which  the  gentleman  bad  quoted  supported 
this  provision  in  the  Constitution,  by  example 
■ad  reason.  The  ol^lions  came  froa  thoee 
Btttea  likely  to  be  made  deftndaat*  oader  this 
■et,  and  from  the  great  and  ponrerful  State  of 

Titgiua.  This  provisiM  waa  naaiu  to  pnMcot 
ISdl  Con.  Bd  Sxu— 7 


tbe  small  Statea  afaintt  the  luge.  And  hare 
we  come  to  ibii,  thai  tbe  large  and  prond  Sates 
shall  threaten  resisUaoetoaConstilutional  law? 
He  hoped  inch  tbieits  woaU  not  lerrifV'  us  into 
an  abandoomeDl  of  thia  power.  He  appreciated 
the  high  and  honorable  motives  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia ;  but  he  thougbt  his  appreheusions 
unfounded  and  visionary.  Be  believed  tbe  jndg- 
meot  of  the  Silpreme  Court,  as  now  limiiea, 
would  execute  itself  silently  and  effectually. 
There  was  no  danger  of  (he  necesMty  of  employ- 
ing military  force.  The  Stales  could  not  settle 
their  disputes  am ioably  themselves,  without  the 
mediation  of  a  disinterested  tribunal.  Virginia 
and  Peanaylvanla  had  all  but  come  to  open  war, 
one  territorial  difference.  Waslhis  iheeiuiviter 
in  modo  which  ought  to  be  parsued  iu  settling 
bouadarfesl  And  such  a.dftpute  would  not  now 
be  settled  so  easily  between  those  potent  States. 
Suppose  Kentucky  should  give  op  its  claim  ra-  - 
ther  than  came  to  open  war,  wotild  it  be  right 
for  the  Oeoeial  Government  to  see  ber  stripped 
of  her  rights  1  She  had  so  aliematin  but  to  do 
thi:*,  or  appeal  to  tbe  sword.  Would  it  be  juat  oi 
magoanimous  to  refose  to  exercise  this  power, 
and  ibuspermilsaehwrongs  lobe  done?  Tbongli 
prond  of  his  State  and  of  ber  character,  heebould 
Dot  deem  her  disgraced  by  being  made  a  dcAnd- 
aat  under  this  law,  or  by  submitting  lotbede-' 
cision  of  tbe  Supreme  Conit.  He  wished  such 
a  high  tribunal  could  be  erected  to  settle  all  dis- 
putes between  nation^  and  oblige  proud  and  am- 
bitioua  nations  to  submit  to  jon  and  equitable ' 
terms  of  seulemenl.  And  should  we,  of  one  flesh 
and  blood,  quarrel  among  ourselves,  when  so  easf 
a  remedy  u  in  our  power?  New  Jersey  bn 
her  disputes;  Rhoda  latand  has  her  disputes; 
and,  if  they  are  wrong,  is  there  any  honoraUe 
gentleman  who  would  not  wish  to  see  tbem  ' 
righted  1 

Mr.  Oris  did  not  oaeaD,  he  said,  to  attempt  any 
reply  to  tbe  honorable  gentleman.  In  many  of 
hi*  opinions  he  eoacurrca,  and  almost  all  hia  ob»'' 

tsctioBs  were  obviated  fay  the  Tostrietioni  in  iba" 
tlL  He  ibongfaiihowever.soaMfnTtberrestrie-' 
lioas were Bcoessary ;  whielibepaiiaedoiit.  Ha' 
sboold  nai  bare  riwm,  bovever,  bat  Sar  doublBi'- 
wbether  this  bill  eoald  be conHitDlieoaUT BMa«d. 
This  bill  provided  for  a  suit  being  braachiin  tke 
natareofabillefeMhy.  Bea^d wfteweiitwa*' 
cootpelAtforthisLegtslhtQTe  toexclode  thetriat  ' 
by  iiiiy,inaMesaUudedtointh«M11  Hadww 
a  ngtit  to  tay  that  tbe  i»a«e  nioae  ahoald  deoide, 
witfeMrt  the  iMerraau'oD  of  a  jatfl  The  pvovie- 
loo  of  the  CoBaiiwiioB  waa  geinrali  and  applittt 
'dlioStatasMimlividuBli.  Heibaught  too  bill 
oporaie  on  dispntea  which  origi- 


alsoougbt 
nated  Cfly 


y  yetra  ago.    WithoBt  a  liibita* 


Iyetraago. 
.  e  shoald  rote  against  the  bilL 
HethoBghtthe  biU  ODgfai  to  be  recommitted,  if 
this  motion  shaald  not  be  carried,  for  tbe  pnipose 
of  naklBg  the  amendiiMois  he  had  ragganetL 

Mr.  Eppta  admitted  that  the  right  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  aot  aa  provided  in  thia  bill  waa 
saaetaotMd  la  anollMr  part  of  the  bookhe  bad  qae- 
tedf  bnt'it  w  tb«ra«x)iresalyJaid  down  twa' 
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dMrteeoald  onljr  be  •xecnied  by  ibeiwotd.  We 
bad  foQDd,  by  «xpf  rif  Dce,  tb&t  thi«  soihotitf  coold 
not  be  etirJM  into  effect  witiioiit  force ;  aid  ibe 
beat  and  tafest  coune  was  for  Biatea  to  wltle  their 
own  ditpulea.  Between  iDdtvidnala  jadicial  de- 
cuiona  wenld  be  easilr  eanied  into  effeet,  bat 
between  coram  unities  and  independent  State* 
iber  could  not  but  bjr  force. 

Mr.  BtTRRiLL  made  aome  explaDationi  of  cer- 
tain pro? idon*  of  the  bill,  and  intimated  cone 
amendments  which  he  meant  to  propose,  to  obti- 
n(e  c4)jceilons  which  bad  been  made. 

Hr.  MiLLBH  Mdd,  he  bid  an  objection  to  [be 
bill,  but  miKht  be  misiaken  in  bis  views,  and,  if 
so,  was  siriijecl  to  correction.  Tbe  bill  wis  to 
settle  disputes  conoeming  territory  1  this  could 
not  be  br  a  suit  in  equity.  These  must  be  settled 
u  qncsliODs  of  law.  Does  KcDineky  or  Tenoe*- 
see  own  certain  property?  This  wis  certainly 
a  qneitian  of  law.  Further,  the  bill  only  pro- 
Tides  for  amicable  so  iia  inequity;  whereas  he 
believed  the  remedy  onghi  to  tie  by  a  rsal  suit  at 
law.  Hr.  U.  made  soma  farther  obserratioos  ii 
iUastration  of  bi«  objeciioDS. 

Mt>  Bjltox  thooght  il  unnecessary  to  go  into 
the  details  of  the  bili,  until  the  question  of  post- 
ponemeui  was  decided.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
Dill,  because,  thoagh  the  power  was  rested  in  Con- 
fess, it  was  not  prudent  or  »|»edieni  lo  exercise 
It.  Had  this  law  existed  during  tbe  dis^rate  be- 
tweeo  Virginia  and  Penasylfania,  it  might  not 
bare  been  settled  as  well  as  it  was  by  the  two 
Sutes.  This  law  was  certainly  intended  coanswer 
a  local  purpose— to  decide  a  dispute  between  Ten- 
Deaoee  and  Eeninckv;  and,  in  its  conreqaeoees, 
might  lead  lo  heart-burnings  and  outrages.  He 
nppreheoded,  from  tbe  nnmber  interested  in  this 
dispute,  serious  conteets  woald  arise  from  it. 


Tbe 


this  bill,  as  leading  ti 
test.  He  was  not  afraid  of  any  eiiempt  to  re- 
sist any  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court,  by  any 
State,  nowerer  powerful,  however  prond,  bow- 
ever  haughty.  He  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
wilbdrawn,  and  a  motion  made  to  strike  out  the 
first  section. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  would  have  f^eat  pleasure 
in  complying  with  tbe  wish  of  his  friend  from 
Eentucty,  but  thai  he   iboa^ht  the  motion  to 

Estpone  amounted  to  the  rejection  of  the  bill. 
r.B.  replied  to  some  of  tbe  arguments  which 
had  been  advanced  in  favor  of  tbe  bill.  Let  the 
two  Suie:i  alladed  to  settle  their  own  dispntei; 
and  let  us  not,  for  a  single  case,  brin;  every  State 
at  tbe  footstool  of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Lacook  thought  it  would  be  best  to  give 
the  Supreme  Conrt  jurisdiction  in  the  case  im- 
mediately in  question,  and  not  make  the  bill  gen- 
eral in  its  provisions.  He  was  willingto  provide 
for  tbe  dia^ie  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  j 
but  this  bill  was  not  called  for  from  any  other 
portion  of  the  Union.  Ii  might  revive  old  dis- 
putes, and  create  great  evils.  He  did  not  want 
to  renew  the  disputes  between  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey,  and  between  New  Jersey  and  New 
York,  about  Stateo  Islind,  the  residence  of  the 
Vice  Ptetident.  He  thought  it  much  better  to 
confine  tbe  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  single 

Mr.  Talbot  was  opposed  to  any  timiiation  of 
this  sort.  He  thought  the  proTiaion*  of  the  bill 
ought  to  be  general.  Mr.  T.  again  went  ioto  a 
discussion  of  the  question  at  large,  and  continued 
ipeakioff  for  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Wii-LiAHB,  of  Tennessee,  read  an  extract 


exercise  it.  Coogreas  bad  prudently  declined,  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  lo  exercise  this  power ;  and 
be  ibougfat  Ibis  was  a  aalaury  and  useful  lesson 
to  us.  He  tbengbi  this  bill  was  calculated  to  pro- 
duce discord  among  the  States ;  but,  by  doaing 
your  doors  against  sncb  ditpmes,  they  will  be 
amicably  adJQsKd.  He  thongbi  it  prndant,  and 
jqab  and  props,  to  refiise  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  TA1.B0T  lioped  the  motion  to  postpone 
would  be  w ith draw D,  that  a  direct  vote  might  be 
had  upon  the  bill ;  tliat  Kentucky  might' know 
what  to  rely  OB,  and  how  to  act.  He  tfaaDgbi 
thia  provisioD  of  tbe  CoaaiitntiOD  wise,  and  be 
DevolenL  and  parental)  and  that  it  was  pnemp 
lory.  He  thought  CtMigreaa  was  bound  lo  pas 
ihb  law ;  that  no  dection  was  given  to  CoDgreaa- 
that  when  a  djapnie  baa  arisen,  and  Congres 
have  been  called  on  by  a  State  lo  exercise  tbts 
power,  they  were  under  a  moral  obligation  to  pass 
It.  For  many  years  this  controversy  had  exisitd  ; 
all  efforts  to  settle  it  between  themselves  had 
fniled ;  and  be  saw  no  hope  of  iu  being  idjoated, 
unless  this  bill  pissed.  He  looked  forward  with 
fearful  antioipationa  of  evil,  nnlcsa  the  national 
trihaaal  were  authorized  to  decide  the  disput 
He  MW  DO  Rsott  Jml  to  force— (o  the  iword— 


ipply  t. 
ppDint  a  c 
line  between  the  two  Sti 
lucky,  repealing  all  taw: 


I  settle  tbe  bonndary 
•s ;  and  a  law  of  Ken- 
on  the  snbject  of  said 


Mr.  GBiTTmnBH  gave  some  explanation  of 
these  two  acts,  but  deprecated  the  merits  of  this 
particular  case  from   being   brought  into  die* 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  uken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  14,  nays  16, 
as  follows: 

Tu) — Messn.  Barbonr,  Eaton,  Gppea,  King;  La- 
eock,  Macon,  Mellen,  Palmn,  Rabeil^Sanlbrd, 
Stakes,  Tiit,  Wiliiams  of  Tenneuee,  and  Wilson. 

Nits— Heaara.  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Danett,  DiA- 
•raoo,  Qoldaborongt,  Hone;,  Johnson,  Leaka,  Morrow, 
Noble,  Otia,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomai,  Van  Dyke,  and 
Williams  of  Miaaissippi. 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoHDAr,  February  1. 

Mr.  QoLDSBoaoDes,  from  the  Committee  ^ 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitioa  of 
Pierre  Lacoste,  made  a  report,  aeoompanicd  by  a 
toulDtion  that  the  patiiioaer  hare  leave  10  with' 
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dnw  hU  pctiiion,  Thi  report  and  nwlntioD 
vwsrsBd. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOBoosB,  from  ibeMme  commillee, 
to  whom  wu  ref«tred  tbe  petition  of  Rnrj  lo- 

fraham,  aod  others,  made  a  report,  aeeompanied 
jr  a  TMolatioD  that  the  prarer  of  tbe  petitionera 
ongiu  iMt  to  be  granted.  The  report  aod  resoln- 
lioD  were  read. 

Mr.  Ch>LoiBoaoi;aB,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  the  several  aubjecia  were  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslande : 
a  bit!  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H,  Querlsin;  a  bill 
for  tbe  relief  of  Fraocis  B.  LaDzuille ;  aod  also 
a  bill  far  the  relief  of  Joseph  HcNeil;  and  the 
bills  were  reipeetirely  reaa,  and  passed  to  the 
•eeond  reading. 

Mr.  Babbosb  sobmitled   the  following  reao- 
iDiioa: 
BaolMd,  by  the  Senate  and  Houtt  of  BepreMttaa- 

tiwt*  of  ike  IMttd  rnaU*  of  Amaiea  m  Co 

temUed,  That  the  Prarident  of  the  Unhed 

raqnerted  to  empk^  a  skiUal  aitkt  to  aKeetain  the 
Utitode  ot  WW  north,  oa  the  wa«  bank  of  Ten- 
BtMee  riiai,  and  from  that  point  to  oanse  a  line  to  be 
ran  and  UBiked  dne  west  along  and  vith  tlie  eaU 
parallal  to  the  Hiaaiaappi  river. 

The  raioiMioD  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
secoad  reading, 

Mr.  D^oarrr  preeenied  the  petition  of  Nathan 
Q.  Birdsjre  aitd  Daniel  Booth,  praring  tbe  relio- 
quishmeni  of  the  title  aod  ititerett  of  tbe  United 
States,  acquired  by  the  le^r  of  an  eKecntion  on 
certain  lands  parehased  bj  the  petitioners^ 
stated  In  ibe^tition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commillee  on  the  Jndtciarf. 

Hr.  DAoaarr  aiN  presented  the  memotial  of 
a  Dumber  of  the  inhaoitanta  of  Hiddletown,  in 
tbe  State  of  CoitBMtieQt,  praying  amettdmenu  to 
the  laws  prohibfiiag  the  importation  of  slaTes 
into  the  United  States;  and  tbe  memorial  waa 
rea^,  and  referred  to  tbe  eommiiteo  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  ilare  trade. 

Od  motion,  by  Ur.  GoLnsBOBoraH,  the  report 
of  the  SeereUry  of  the  Treasary,  of  tbe  3d  of 
Doeember  last,  reBpeeiing  tbe  iDf^eeiion  of  cer- 
tain etntom-booM  officers,  was  refdrrcd  to  the 
Commillee  on  Finanee,  to  consider  and  report 
I  hereon. 

The  eDgroeaed  jaiot  reeolntion,  prepoaiDg  an 
ameadmeat  to  tbe  Coaatittiiioa,  so  far  aa  reutee 
to  the  election  of  Bleeton  <tf  Prtsldeat  and  Vice 
President,  &«.,  waa  taken  ap,  when, 

On  Botioa  of  Mr.  Bsbsill,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  oommitteo  which  imparted  it,  for  farther 
consideration. 

Ut.  Diokmbow,  subseqaenily,  reported  tbe  rf 
eolntJoa  from  tbe  select  commitMe,  with  an 
amendment  striking  oat  the  following  words, 
which  had  been  lierelofore  nddad,  aa  an  amend- 
ment to  the  cuiginal  resolntioB,  tiz:  "and  if  the 
Legtelatafe  of  anf  State  shall  fail  to  provide  for 
tbe  elcciioa  of  ReprasentitiTes,  as  berebf  reqaired, 
Congreea  shall  bare  power  to  provide  for  the  same, 
in  the  mianer  prescribed  by  this  article," 

Mr.  NoBbB  |»eeented  the  petition  of  a  company 
of  rasgera,  eommnded  by  Amea  Biggar,  praying  | 


farther  cotnpeDsatioti  for  services  rendered  bjr  the 
said  company,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain : 
and  the  peiiiion  was  read,  aod  referred  to  the 
Commiliee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  bill  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  dis- 
tricts, and  establish  land  offices  for  the  disposal 
of  the  pobiic  lands  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale 
ia  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  was  reed  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  respecting  the  trail spo nation  of  per- 
sons of  color,  for  sale  or  to  be  held  to  labor,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cooiideralion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Arnold ;  and,  in 
coocurreace  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leare 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  reaomed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  William  McFarland ;  ani^  in  concurrence 
therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leare  to  withdraw 
hiapetiiloo. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cot^lderation  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  on  pensions,  on  the  pe; 
Utionof  Racbael  Stnrges;  and,  in  concnrrence 
therewith,  tbe  petitioner  had  leare  to  withdraw 
her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  eonsideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Peuiooe,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Otho  Stephens;  and.  in  coneorrenoe 
therewith,  he  had  leave  to  withdraw  hia  petition. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseaUlives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  pueed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 
Ring  and  Luther  Frink:"  ia  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  twiee  read  t^ 
Uiianimous  consent ;  aod  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Feosions,  with  instructionsto  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  a  general  law  on 
tbe  aubject. 

Tbe  Seoate  reanmed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
waa  referred  a  resolution  to  inquife  into  the  -ex- 
pediency of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  erporlatioa 
of  the  gold,  stiver,  and  copper  aoins  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  restdval 
that  it  is  not  expedient  foi  Congreas  to  adopi  »»j 
regulalioDs  for  Dreventia^  the  exportation  of  the 
gold,  ailver,  and  copper  eoioa  of  tba  United  fltatga. 
The  Senate  resnaed  tbe  consideratioo  of  tha 
report  of  the  Commlttae  of  Claim*,  to  whom 
was  ttfeered  the  petition  of  EtL  Hart:  and,  in 
coBeBrreaea  therewith,  reaolved,  that  a  bill  be  te- 
ported  allowing  to  tbe  petitioner  the  appraised 
value  of  bis  boildioga.  TheCommittee  of  Claima 
were  inairacted  to  report  a  bill  aceordiogly. 

Mr.  Hbllxk  gave  notice,  that,  lo-monww,  he 
should  Bilt  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  autfaoiicing  a 
subscription  for  Wail's  State  Papers. 

CONTROTBRSIES  BETWEEN  8TATE8. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  thecomntcnoement,  proiecati«, 
and  settlement  of  coitrovaraics  beiweoB  two  or 
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more  Stales,  (bj  referriDjr  them  to  the  ioTettiga- 
tion  and  dec^ioo  of  the  Supreme  Conn.) 

Mr.  WiLLiAua,  of  Tennessee,  offered  an  addi- 
tional section,  prafidiiiK  ihat  the  validity  of  pri- 
Tata  claims  shall  not  be  affected  bj  anv  decree 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  W.  offered  sundry 
obserrations  in  snmjoit  of  this  amendment ;  and 
was  replied  to  by  iii,  Talbot,  who  denied  the 
riffht  of  Congress  to  make  such  a  prorision. 

Mr.  Williams  answered,  that  this  principle  had 
been  already  acted  on  by  other  Slales,  in  aimilar 
controreisies,  viz:  PeDDsylraoia  and  Virginia, 
and  Virginia  and  Tenoeuee,  and  that  it  was  con- 
sistent with  justice  and  equilv. 

Mr.  CRiTTEitnEN  followea,  with  arsDm^ntt 
against  ')>*  power  of  Congress  to  adopt  this  ^to- 
Tuion ;  as  it  was  a  qnestion  for  judicial  decision, 
or  for  legisUtiTe  provisions  of  the  contending 
Slates. 

Mr.  W1LLIAH8  replied,  sod  atlempted  to  show 
that  it  was  both  competent  and  expedient  for 
Consress  lo  make  the  provision  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Talbot  tgvo  spoke  against  the  amend- 
ment,  on  the  ground  of  the  incompetency  of  Con- 

fresi  to  adopt  such  a  provision  ;  and  as  the  two 
lates  conld  more  properly  and  easily  adjust  pri- 
rate  claims. 

Mr.  Eaton  Rmke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
the  motion  of  his  eoHeaiiae ;  and  adduced  argu- 
meats  to  pr«Te  the  eonsiittitioDalily  tni  expMi- 
eiMT  of  toe  provision. 

The  qmition  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Willi  a  no's 
ameadment,  and  lost,  ten  only  rising  in  the  affir- 
natire. 

M(.  WiLLiAHs,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  an 
amendment,  similar  to  the  preceding  in  principle, 
but  varying  as  to  the  time  it  was  to  take  effect. 

This  amendmeni.  Mr.  W.  raid,  he  hoped  would 
not  be  objected  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Een- 
tueky.. 

Mt.  CBtTTBHitEii  taid,  this  ameodmeot  was  of 
the  same  import  as  the  one  jgst  negatived.  He 
thaiefoie  hoped  the  Senate  wovld  njeet  it,  as 
they  had  dona  the  former. 

Mi.  WtLLUMSxpoke  in  support  of  hie  motion ) 
and  wu  rqilied  (0  or  Mt.  Talbot. 

Tka  motion  wm.  loat,  sine  oo I y  voting  id  the 
aSmaiive. 

Sandrysmettdmuii  wore  made  to  the  billf 
when 

li^Bma  moved  soloBBatd  tbobiU  as  to 
confine. itiopcnlion  to  the  coatrovieny  belweea 
ibeBtMesof.Ketuaekyand  TcitMiteei  and-of- 
fesed  inndry  reasons  in  support  of  his  motion. 

Hi.  Burb  ill  opposed  the  motion/oa  the  ^nwod 
that  if  CoDgresa  had  the  right  to  legislate  10  Um 
ease,  ihey  had  in  aUothetsimilar  oaseaj  and  that 
it  was  belter  to  tegislale  fer  all  oate»a(  this  time, 
tban  to  legislate  in  detail,  as  oases  may  arise. 
The  latter  he  deemed  both  unoo&stilotioul  and 
inexpedient. 

Mr.  Eprna  replied,  thai  the  genlleroui's  argu- 
ments, if  tbey  proved  anything,  proved  too  much 


as  ho  oimaeir  had  coBseoMd  to  limit  the  exercise 
of  the  ganenl  powor  given  to  OongNss,  to  the 
paitimlir  ewe  of  diapaMd  boandaiiei. 


Mr.  Eppxs'b  motion  was  then  eaniod,  18  to  16.  ' 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  posU 
pone  the  bill  to  the  5th  of  March  next,  (tejeot  it ;) 
which  motion  was  agreed  to  by  the  following 
vote,  and  the  bill  rejected : 

Yus— Meem.  Batboai,  Baton,  Eppei,  Fonytfa, 
Goldsboiouch,  King,  Mteon,  Uorril,  Palmer,  Bebnte, 
Boggles,  8anfi>rd,  Stokes,  Tait,  ThomM,  Tiohmv, 
Tui  Dyke,  WiUissu  of  TenueMee,  tai  WilMD^W). 

Nats— Messrs.  BaniU,  Cntteudon.  Daggett,  DUfc- 
erson,  Sdwaids,  Fromeotin,  Honaj,  Hunter,'  Johuoiif 
Lumck,  Leske,  Morrew,  Noble,  Olii,  Talbot,  T*yh>^ 
and  Williams  of  Miaaisajppi — IT. 


Tdesoat,  February  2. 

Mr.  Talbot  presenteii  the  memorial  of  aundry 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Sltei- 
by,  ptayine , the  establishment  of  •  poet  offioo  mt 
Hardinsville,  Kentucky  ;  aad  the  memorial  w«o 
read,  aad  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the  Poet 
OfBae  and  Post  iUwda. 

Mi^  RoBBBTs,  from  the  CoBwiitlee  of  Claitte,- 
punuaBt  to  inatractioBa^  reported  a  bill  for  the 
rdief  of  Eli  Htn;  and  the  bill  waa  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mbllbh  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
Id  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  eleventb 
and  twelfth  volumes  of  Slate  Pspersj  and  the 
bill  was  twice  reat)  by  mMtnimous  conseat. 

Mr.  BoBBiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary,, u  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  lO- 
porled  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  O.  Birdiug 
and  Daniel  Booth;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  Kcood  reading. 

Mr.  Bdbrill,  from  the  same  eommitiae,  lo 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  providing  for  the 
better  orgaaizaiioD  of  the  Treasury  Depaitmxnt, 
reported  the  same  without.  ameadmeDt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eosaideratioD  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Uilitary  Afihiie,  to 
4tiom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mail  and 
Conaot ;  and  in  eoaoorieaee  therewith,  the  peti- 
tioners bad  leave  to  withdraw  their  petuion. 

The   bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  eertaia  crimes  egaioat  the  Uaitod 
Stales,  and  for  other  parpoaea,  was  read  a  third   ' 
time,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  DicKBaaoH,  thefn^   ■ 
thv  conaideraiion  thereof  waa  posipoaed  imlil 


ard  Smyth,  late  a  .       .  _  . .  .  .  _ . . 

the  Territory  of  MiflhigBB,-  pnfjag  rebcf  i*  llik 
aetilemMt  of  his  aeeoaats,  in  coaaequcnee  of  hie 
having  been  robbbed  of  a  consider^*  anmof 
m?ncyfa»  staled  in  the  memorial)  whteh.  wk* 
read,  and  referred  10  the  Committee  of  ObtimL 

Mr.  QouwBonoDGR  preatated  tbeatoaenal  of 
the  Columbian  Institute,  pni)wig  the  grsai  of  a 
part  of  the  public  reservaiiea  of  grottad  in  th« 
City  of  Washington,  ibr  purpoeee  eonaegted  with 
said  iosliiittton  i  aad  the  memorial  Was  read,  aad 
referred  to  the  Comatittee  on  the  Distrki  of.  Oo- 
lambii. 

Mr.  MoBBow  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  (Jw  iDfaAbUanU  of  Green  Bay,.withiit  the 
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read,  and  refarred  to  (be  Committee  on  Public 

Mr.  QoLBflBOBODOB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  ms  refened  the  pelllioD  of 
Besjamiii  Patoey,  made  4  report  Mcompanied  by 
a  it»ot»ioB,  thit  the  prayei  of  the  petitioaer 
ought  Bot  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  reedu- 
lioD  were  read. 

Mr.  Qa  from  the  ume  committee,  to  whom  the 
tubitct  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jehn  Rodrignei :  u>d  the  bill  was  read,  and 
'*  md  reading. 


Hlerred  ibe  petibon  of  Cornelia  Schooamaker, 
widow  and  admiaidratrix,  aod  Peter  Marias 
QfecD,  admidisirator  of  Zachariah  Schoeoma- 
ker,  deceased,  late  payotaeter  of  the  seooad  legi- 
meot-  of  Uoticd  Slates  Tolnateer  artillery  j  and 
the  further  coosideralioD  thereof  was  ponpmed 
BDtil  Moaday  aezi. 

The  Seaale  teiimied  the  conaidetatioD  of  the 
report  ef  the  Conrauiiee  of  Clatmt,  to  wliom  was 
Klened  the  pelkim  of  Pierre  Laooitei  and  the 
farther  eoDaidaratioD  thereof  waa  postponed miil 
Thariday  nezu 

The  hili  for  the  relief  of  Franen  B.  LangaiKe 
was  read  the  tecond  thoe. 

The  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Lewie  H.  Oaeriain 
wAa  read  the  eecood  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rasalie  P.'Deilaode 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jotapb  MoNaU  vaa 
'read  the  seeood  time 

The  lesolutioB  to  eaoaa  a  otrlaiii  line  to  befan 
-attd  saatked  from  (he  Teaitesiee  river  lo  iheiHis- 
fltsaippi  met,  was  read  the  second  tioM. 

Tm  Seute  tJian  look  up,  ia  Comnmee  of  the 
Whtrie,  Hr.  BunBOtm  i«  iha  obalr,  and  qwoi 
aoiBfl  ttm«  in  tke  connderatlon  of  the  bill  for  ad- 
lasiiog  claims  to  Jaad.  and  estftUishiug  land  of- 
Sees  in  the  dkttict  eaet  of  the  island  of  OrlwDs. 
Befote.geiting  throDgh  the  bill,  it  was  laid  orer 
an  til  tv-morrow. 

The  Senale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eontaderation  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James  H.  Clark}  and  no  amendment  barloe 
been  made,  it  was  reported  totbe  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrosW  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  raanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  tdief 
of  Joseph  Forrest;  and  the  further  eoasideraiion 
thereof  waa  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  tat,  to-moTTDw. 

The  bill  to  eontinae  in  force  the  act  lo  radiate 
the  earrenoy  of  certain  foreign  aoins,  was  taken 
up  i  and,  Mr.  Epfbb  having  explained  the  mo- 
tiT«s  for  certain  proTisions  of  the  bill  which 
limits  the  currency  of  foreign  gold  eohis  to  the 
first  of  Norember  next,  and  oontinning  the  cur- 
rency  of  certain  foreign  siWer  coins  fcr  two  years 
longer,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  (he 


Wholt  (he  considention  of  the  MU,  entitled  "An 
act  RUtborixinz  the  election  of  a  delegate  from 
theMichJgan  Territory,  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Siaias,  and  extending  the  right  of  soflrage 
to  the  citizens  of  said  Territory."  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
lee  on  Pnblic  Lands :  and  the  amendment  baring 
been  agreed  to,  the  Pbesidbkt  reported  the  bill 
to  the  HoQse  amended  accordingly  j  and  the 
amendmrat  being  conenrred  in,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  (he  bill  be  read  a  third  time,  aa 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  10  authorise  the  President  and  Managers  of 
the  Rockrille  and  Washington  Turnpike  Road 
Company,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  extend 
and  make  their  turnpike  road  to  or  from  the  bonn- 
dary  of  the  City  of  Waihtngion,  in  the  District 
of'Colambia,  throogft  the  said  district  to  the  line 
thereof}"  and  no  amendment  haring  been  made 
thereto,  the  Phesidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
HotMe,'and  it  pasted  to  a  Ifalrd  reading. 
6ICK  SEAMEN. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  aiek  aad  disabled  awmeu ;  con- 
siitating  a  gcnani  findimt  of  the  m«D«ya  which 
have  tots,  or  shall  be,  eoUecied  sadM  the  a«v«ral 
aett  on  (hia  tobject,  and  forming  a  beard  of  6om- 
miadooers  of  the  SeereUriaa  of  the  TreaHry, 
War,  and  Nary  Departments,  for  iu  adminis- 
trMioB. 

Tha  bill  proridas  that,  from  tha  tfatrtlathof 
September  next,  there  shall  be  reared  of  each 
seiMCn  employed  in  the  tegistered  vatscla  of  the 
Uniiad  Btaias,  tha  monthly  conlrtbatlon  of  — — 
cents  per  month,  for  Ihe  general  fnnd. 

Mr,  Saktvxd  moved  to  fill  this  Uank  with 
forty,  and  sapponed  bis  motion  on  the  getnral 
givund  of  ilia  iawleqaacy  of  tha  preaekt  ot»iri- 
batioQ  of  twenty  cents  from  each  saamaD,  to  pro- 
vide a  safficiant  faad  for  their  relief  when  aicr  or 
disabled  on  shore;  and  that,  aa  the  priaeiple  <^ 
eraating  thei  fund  in  this  manner  had  been  sane- 
tioDcd  by  long  imge,  it  was  proper  to  imka  it 
adaqoate  to  its  object. 

Mr.  BuKKiLi.  approved  the  object,  bat  did  aot 
ibiok  it  right  that  the  whole  fusd  for  this  purpose 
should  be  raised  by  a  tax  on  ihe  seamen  them- 
selves; that  a  (ax  of  forty  cents  a  stoutb  was  a 
very  heavy  poll  tax;  aod  he  thongkt  Iha  public 
Trenurv  oaghMocoolrihnW'Somethiog  towards 
this  fand. 

Mr.  Etna  did  not  view  this  eoetribatiou  ia  the 
light  of  an  absa)^te^  poll-tax ;  tbe  eeamen  woald 
i«ceive  a  part  of  ii  in  invfetsed  wages  frmn  hia 
owner,  the  owner  from  bis  atapleyer,  dec.;  and 
tbe  payment  of  Ihe  lax  would  thus,  in  some 
measure,  spread  itself  tbroogh  the  aMmsunliy, 
BDd  Doi  fall  wholly  on  tbe  seaman,  although  for  • 
his  benefil. 

Mr.  Tait  referred  to  the  Istterof  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  stating  the  iuadcquaey  of  the 

El  resent  tax  on  toe  seamen  to  provide  for  their  re- 
tef,  and  a^td  that,  setting  aside  the  cansMara- 
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tion  [bat  it  wu  for  their  own  beoefit,  the  JDcrease 
WM  not  nnreaioaable,  wben  the  de|Meciation  of 
moDe^,  in  twenlf  jears,  during  whteh  the  eon- 
tiibotion  had  remained  nochanfed,  wu  taken 
into  Tiew ;  that,  in  all  probability,  the  rabject 
would  not  b«  toDched  again  for  twenty  yeara  to 
come. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  forty  cents 
was  agreed  to;  and,  the  other  pioTiaioni  of  the 
bill  baring  been  gone  through,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  eogiosHd  for  a  third  reading. 

WE&DEatiAT,  February  3. 

Mr.  RcaaLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimi, 
to  wham  was  referred  ibe  petition  of  Joseph  Do- 
zel  and  Anloine  Boogard.  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joaeph  Dozeiand 
Anloine  Boogard;  and  (be  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  pasted  lo  the  second  readins. 

The  bill  for  the.relief  of  Eli  Hart  was  readthe 
second  lime. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Q.  Birding 
and  Daniel  Booth  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J<riin  Rodriguez  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  QoLBBBORonoH,  from  tbe  Committee  of 
Claima,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
GhtiaWpher  Fowler,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
cannot  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolotion 
were  read. 

■The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Henry  in^raham   and 


others;  and,  in  couenrreoce  therewith,  resolved, 
that  the  prayer  of  tbe  petitioners  ought  hot  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eoiuider«tion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Benjam  Putney;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolred,  that  the  pnyer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  resolutioa  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  as  reepeeta  the  mode  of  electing 
Slectois  of  President,  &e.,  was  taken  upi  the 
amendment  reported  by  tbe  select  committee 
agreed  to,  and  the  resolatioa  ordered  to  be  en- 
groiaed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  biU  10  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  tea- 
men, was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Uj^ooett,  it  was  agreed  lo  reconsider  the 
Tote  on  passing  said  bill  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  regnlating 
tbe  currency  within  the  United  States  <^lhe  gold 
coins  of  Oreat  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc 
pieces,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clark  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizioK  the  election  of  a  Delegate  from  the 
Michigan  Territory,  to  tbe  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
the  citizens  of  said  Tetritory,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  tbe 


bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  th« 
President  and  Managers  of  the  Roekville  and 
Waihiogton  Turnpike  Road  Company,  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  extend  and  make  iheii 
turnpike  road  to  or  from  tbe  bouDdarr  c^  the 
City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia, 
through  the  said  District  to  the  line  thereof,"  ws» 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Setute  reautmd  die  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  more  eSeelnatly  to  provide  for  tbe 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  tkeUnlied 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  D^aaiTTithefurther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest  was 
taken  un  and,  after  some  discussion  of  tbe  merits 
of  the  claim,  tbe  question  was  put  on  orderinr 


__jr 

the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 

decided  ir  "'     '  ...   .-        

rejected. 


decided  in  the  negative — 14  to  13— so  the 


ing,  a: 
billw 

The  bill  for  adjusting  cliims  to  land  and  e 
ablishing  land  offices  in  the  districts  east  of  tl 


Island  oTOileans,  was  again  taken  np  as  in  Com- 
ment, 
igrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


of  the  Whole,  and,  after  undergoing  some 
ducnssion  and  amendment,  it  was  ordered  to  be 


The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PnEaiDBNT  or  tbe  Uhitbd  Stateb; 
7b  the  SmuHt  of  the  Dniled  Siatet  .- 

Id  compUsnce  with  a  reiolntion  of  the  Senate  of  ths 
I9th  of  list  month,  reqaeiting  me  "  lo  cause  to  ba  laid 
bafore  it  ■  ststemenl,  showing  the  measures  that  hire 
been  taken  to  collect  the  balances  stated  to  be  due 
Irom  the  several  supervisors  and  c^sctori  of  die  old 
direct  tax  of  tw«  inillions ;  also,  a  abnilaT  statement 
of  the  balanoH  doe  &om  the  ofkera  of  tbe  rid  iater- 
nal  levenno ;  and  to  dengnate  in  sudi  staUment  die 
persona  who  have  been  uitaraalad  in  dM  cdleetion  of 
the  said  debts,  and  the  aoms  bj  tbem  respectiveljr  ool- 
leoted,  and  the  time  when  the  same  were  eolleoled," 
I  tranlcnit  a  rspeit  of  the  Secretary  of  ibe  Treeaurj, 
which,  with  the  documents  aeoonpanying  it,  "'Ptnine 
all  the  uifennation  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FaaairAai  2, 1S19. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read, 

Mr.  MoBHOw,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Landsj  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  and  compen- 
sation of  tbe  registers  and  receivers  of  public 
moneys  of  the  land  offices ;  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  Noah 
Brown  and  others^  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the 
private  armed  brig  Warrior,  praying  that  they 
may  be  indemnified  from  lotf  ia  consequence  of 
the  malconduct  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court 
of  New  York,  to  whom  had  been  paid,  by  the 
order  of  that  court,  Ibe  proceeds  of  the  brig  Dun- 
dee, wbich  brig  bad  been  libelled  and  condemned 
as  lawful  prize,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  wbich 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 
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Tba  SeDBte  rcMimed,  u  in  ConmiltM  of  the 
Whok,  the  ooniidetuion  of  the  bill,  ea tilled  "Ad 
act  regiilittDg  paiseiisei  ibipa  ■od  tcbmIh"  io- 
geiber  witb  tne  imeDdmenta  raporied  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  MaBafutniea ; 
and  the  am«Ddmeata  haTins  been  ureed  to,  the 
pRBBiDBNT  Tepotted  the  bilfio  the  Hobm  amend- 
ed  acoordinglr  ■  *od  the  nmendmenta  beins  con- 
eutied  in,  the^  wen  ordered  to  be  engTocaed,  and 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  a*  aawDdat. 

Mr.  BFfwa,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  ))ilt  makiDS  appropriations  to  cany 
JDto  effect  tieatlw  ooncTuded  wiib  sereial  Indian 
tribe*  therein  menillKnied,  together  with  a  leUer 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  War;  and  the  bill  and  let- 
ter were  read,  and  ,tke  bill  pawfd  to  the  tecood 
reading. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Eppib,  the  bill  wu  read  the 
•econd  time,pjr  tuanimom  coment. 

Mr.  'E^s^e,  from  the  ume  commiltee,  alfo 
comniuiii(;4ted  a  report  from  ihe  Secretary  of 
the  TreaikMT,  showing  the  gross  amount  of  daiies 
opon  merchandise  and  toQoage,  which  accrued 
during  the  two  first  qoarters  of  the  year  1817  and 
1818;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
,  Whole,  the  consideraiioa  of  the  bill  aothorixiiig 
a  snbioripiion  foi,  the  elsTenth  and  twelfth  rof 
nmes  of  Slate  Papers;  and  the  Senate  adjoaroed. 

Thdhbdat,  February  4. 

Mr.  RoBEaTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
10  whom  was  referred  [be  petition  of  At^wtus 
Saekei,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  rcsolB- 
tion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  otight  not 
to  be  allowed.  The  report  and  resoludon  were 
read. 

Hr.  RuooLEr,  from  the  Comuiiiee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  rrferred  the  pelilioo  of  John  Ander- 
son, of  the  Michigan  Territory,  made  a  report, 
aeeompaoJed  by  a  reiolaiion  that  Ihe  prayer  of 
the  peiiliooer  ii  reasonable,  and  ougnt  to  be 
gimnted.    The  report  and  resoluiioil  were  read. 

Mr.  Vam  Dtkb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  tagulaiing  the  pay  of  innlid  pensioners,"  re- 
portea  the  tame  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unla- 
rorable  to  the  petition  of  Pierre  Lacoste,  of  LoU- 
isiaaajwas  taken  op;  and,  after  being  opposed 


|>oned  for  two  weeks,  »  .«... 
tion  on  the  subject  of  the  claim. 

The  following  Meuage  was  receired  from  the 
PassiDBXT  OF  TBB  United  States: 
mhe  Senate  of  the  Dniltd  SlaitM.- 

I  commnaiola  to  CongceH  co^es  of  sppticatlons 
raceired  firom  the  MiniiUi  of  Qrtat  BriWo,  in  behalf 
of  EOtun  British  subjects,  who  Iuts  mflered  in  thsir 
proMrty,  by  proceedings  to  which  the  United  Ststea, 
by  their  military  and  indicisl  oflesrs,  have  baen  par- 
ties.  Thsn  injuries  here  been  waftained  under  dr- 
oamatanese  which  appsar  to  recommend  strongly  to 
the  attention  of  Coffliress,  the  claim  '"  '-■--    — 


the  iDsaes  oecaalenod  by  tham,  wUdi  the  legidatira 
anlhorilj  is  alone  competent  to  provide. 

JAMES  MONBOB. 
WisBixsToic,  FtAruary  3,  IBIS. 
The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dagobtt,  the  Committee 
OB  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placing  Thomas  Lucas  on  Ihe 
peDsion  List. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
_.ll  to  proride  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen > 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sakpord,  il  was  amend- 
ed, by  making  the  monthly  contribution  levied 
on  each  sesmaD,  for  this  fund,  thitiy-fim  instead 
ofjbrtif  cents,  as  first  igreed  on ;  and,  thus  B.«tBd' 
ed^be  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  Ihe  bill  aniborizin^ 
a  subscription  for  fire  hundred  copies  of  the  lltb 
and  13th  rolume*  of  Wait's  edition  of  Stale  Pa- 
pers; and,  after  being  amended  by  proriding  the 
manner  of  their  distribution, 

Mr.  RonBBTB  moved  to  piuipone  the  bill  to  a 
day  beyond  the  session,  (to  reject  it ;)  which  mo- 
tion was  opposed  by  Messrs.  One  and  Mellem, 
and  was  finally  ne^tired — ayes  10;  and  the  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  lime. 
The  billfor  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dozetand  An- 
line  Bongaud  wa*  read  the  second  time. 
The  billfbr  adjttstinf;  the  claims  to  land,  and 
establishiDC  land  offices  in  the  districts  east  of  the 
Island  of  New  Orleans,  was  read  a  third  time, 
paaaed. 

'be  araendm^nu  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act 
regnlating  passenger  ships  and  Tessels,"  haTing 
been  reported  by  the  commiltee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  aulhorizitig  the 
Postmaster  General  to  employ  an  armed^uard 
for  the  proteciioB  of  the  raails  of  the  United 
States,  on  such  mail  routes  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
eessary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend,  for  a  further  tenuof  ore  years,  the 
pensions  heretofore  granted  to  the  wioows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  died,  or 
were  killed  in  the  late  war;"  and  the  further 
consideraiioa  thereof  was  postponed  uniilMonday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  widows  of  the  militia  ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Wliole,the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  iocoroorate  the  MedicBl  Society  of  the 
City  of  Wailiington,"  together  with  the  amend' 
menu  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  i  and  the  amendments  har- 
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iag  been  ptgreed  to,  the  fDrtJKr  eoiuiiUrailDD 
thereof  was  poBlponed  until  to-moirow. 

The  Senate  reEomed,  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideration  of  tbe  bill,  ontiUed  "Ao 
act  to  iocorporate  tbe  Prorident  Association  of 
Clerks  in  tbe  civil  Department  of  the  Govern- 
mentof  the  United  States  in  tbe  District  of  Co- 
lombia;" logeiher  with  the  ameDdmeDi  reported 
ibereto  by  tbe  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  and  tbe  amendment  having  been  asreed 
to,  and  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  tbe 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  amended  ac- 
.  cordingly;  and  the  amendments  being  concurred 
in,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  OONSTITUTION. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution  propoting  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitutioo,  lo  fu  as  la  prO' 
Tide  an  unifoim  mode  (by  distriett)  of  electing 
. Electors  of  Preijdem  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  StatCB,  and  Represenia lives  to  Gangtees, 
waa  read  (he  third  time. 

Mr.  Daoqett  Elated  briefly  the  taauwa  which 
ahonld  induce  him  to  vole,  as  he  had  aln^i 
,  voted,  against  the  retoluion,  although  now  dif- 
ferently instructed  on  the  subject  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Conoeciicnt. 

Mr.  PoBBTTH  moved  thai  the  resoluiioD  be  re- 
cotamitted,  viih  iatlruclions  to  strike  out  that 
pan  which  prescribed  tbe  mode  of  electing  Rep- 
lesenlaljves  to  poi^ress,  considering  the  .two 
BUbjects  entirely  distinct,  and,  opposed  as  he  was 
to  the  whole  proposition,  yet,  divested  of  this 
feature,  it  would  b«  to  bim  less  objectionable  than 
iritii  it. 

This  motion  brougbi  on  eoma  disouMioo  not 
only  of  tbe  proposed  amendment,  but  of  ihesen- 
,eial  merits  of  the  resolution  ;  in  which  Mr.  Fob- 
avTH  opposed  it  at  some  length,  and  Messrs. 
Dtctaaaox,  Macon,  and  Kino,  sup[>orted  it. 

Mr.  Fobsyth's  motion  was  Dsgaiired  frithout 
a  division ;  and  the  question  was  then  taJwn  on 
tbe  passage  of  tbe  resolulion,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  28,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Y>** — Hewn.  Bnnili,  Crilt«ndan,  OickuMn, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Fiomentin,  Galdaborongh,  Hnuter, 
Johnun,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  MeUen,  Morril,  Mor- 
row, Noble,  Otis,  Palmei,  Sanford,  Storer,  Stokes, 
Talbot,  Thomss,  Tichenor,  Vku  Djke,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  Williuns  of  Tenneaaee,  and  Wilson. 

Nai> — MesTB.  Barbonr,  Daggett,  Eppes,  Forsjtli, 
BoT«ey,  Leako,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Toit,  and  TijIot. 

So  it  was  resolved,  thai  this  resolution  pass, 
two  thirds  of  tbe  Senators  concurring. 

Friday,  February  5. 

The  Pbbsidbkt  commanicated  to  tbe  Senate 
the  annual  report  of  tbe  stale  of  tbe  Sinking 
Fund  i  and  likewise  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  embiaciog  a  statement  of  moneys  transfer- 
red during  the  fate  recess  of  Congress,  by  author- 
ity of  ihe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  from 
one  specific  appropriation  to  another ;  which  re- 
ports were  read. 

Mr.  Wii-bon,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  make  a 


motion,  aad  said,  that,  in  introducing  the  reaoln- 
tioQ  be  was  about  to  ofibr,  be  thought  it  proper 
to  observe,  thai,  by  a  hte  return  to  this  House, 
from  the  War  Department,  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  SltUes,  it  appeared,  ihat  from  eighi  States 
and  two  Territories,  no  returns  of  ihe  militia  bad 


tbe  several  States  and  Territories,  Qovem meat 
were  ibus  deprived  of  correct  data  for  property 
.  a^^rtioniog  their  respective  qnoias.  A  great 
difficulty,  Mr.  W.  said,  must  also  be  'experienced 
in  the  equitable  distributioil  of  arms  among  Ihe 
several  States  and  Terrtteties,  tinder  the  act  for 
:  armiag  tbe  whole  body'of  militia.  He  thought 
these  evils  required  a  remedy,  and  that  Coogreas 
bad  ample  means  of  applying  one.  He  therefore 
Bttbmilted  the  following  resolution ;  - 

Betohed,  That  the  Committee  oa  the  Militia  bs  in- 
ctanoted  to  inqnire  Into  the  eipedieiitrr^of  making  tome 
Airther  praviaion  by  Ian  for  insuring  innaal  and  ae- 
enrat*  letnmi  of  the  militia  of  Ihe  several  Butea  and 
Teirnteiies. 

Tbe  resolution  was  airreed  to. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  (he  Message  of  tbe 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  of  the  30th  of 
April,  1818,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  rules,  reg- 
nlationi,  aDd'iae{ructioas,/or  the  Naval  service 
of  ihe  United  States,  and  the  resolulion  of  the 
Senate  insiructiae  the  committee  in  relation 
thereto,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Rooked,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nivy,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
raport  to  the  Senate,  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  ees- 
aion,  whether  tbe  rules,  T«^lBtioiis,  and  inetmetioBB, 
pnparad  by  the  Boa^  of  Navj  CommisHonen,  in 
obedience  (o  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  Febroai?,  18IB, 
Bxisiiiig  laws,  and,  if  there  k  any 


tetaiy,  be  necessary  to  give  foice  and  aSect  ta  the  said 
rules,  legulations,  and  instmctions.  And  alio,  M 
report,  as  aforeaiid,  suj  other  proviiixin  which  the  said 
Secretary  miy  deem  p'oper  for  the  more  perlect  ad- 
ministration of  any  branch  of  the  naval  aarriee. 

Tbe  resolution  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Forstth,  tbe  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  amending  the  laws 
existing  in  tbe  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  regulaiing  tbe  seizure  and  sale 
of  personsof  color  suspected  to  b^  runaway  elarw. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tichehob,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  weie  inslracied  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  Wat 
to  place  upon  the  pension  list  Abraham  Kdwards, 
a  marine  in  the  oavaltieTvice  of  tbe  United  States, 
in  the  Revolutionary  war;  who  is  now  insane, 
and  in  sucb  reduced  circumstances  as  to  need  the 
assistance  of  his  country. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfa- 
Torable  to  tbe  peliilon  of  Christopher  Fowler, 
was  taken  up,aQd  on  motion  it  was  reTersed,aiid 
the  Commiiiee  of  Claims  instructed  to  report  b 
bill  for  his  relief. 


209 


HI8T0BT  OF  OONOBXBS. 


FuBiujtr,  1810. 


7b  the  Senate  of  tht  VmUd  Slate*  .■ 

In  oomplitncfl  with  a  retolntion  of  lh>  Senata  of  the 
Wth  of  lut  moQlh,  i«quealinK  me  to  canie  to  be  laid 


Fomt;  bIm,  bow  many  odeti  have  b«en  id  milted  into 
the  Acadaar ;  the  time  of  the  reddeuee  of  each  cadet 
•t  tkal  HutitDtion ;  and  how  murr  of  them  have  been 
•pnointad  oSoen  in  th»  Amy  and  Nary  of  the  Uni- 
tM  8tmta« ; — I  tmunrit  •  rapoit  Aom  the  Seeratary  of 
Wui  which,  with  the  ■eeanpanjing  dootunent*,  will 
•Aid  all  tbeUbrmatiiui  leqiiiiad  by  the  nid  nMlntien. 
JAMEa  MONROE. 
Fnmirimi  6, 1819. 

Th«  Message,  together' 'with  the  lepoit  and 
scQOmpBDring  doenmeiits,  were  read. 

Hr.  EFrEB  preaented  the  memorial  of  William 
ThoTDtOD,  SoperinieDdeDt  of  the  Patent  Office, 
pnying  aa  ioctease^of  his  present  eompeaaaiion ; 
SDd  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciarp. 

Hr.  Tbohas  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
legister  and  receiirer  of  the  land  office  at  Shaw* 
neclown,  praying  an  increase  of  compensation ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratjon  of  the 
engrossed  bill  more  eSeciaally  to  proride  for  the 
pasishmeiit  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  parposei;  and,  on  moiioa 
br  Mr.  FonsTTH,  it  was  referred  to  tbeComnUttee 
on  tbe  Jndiciarf,  fnrtlier  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
Mderred  the  petition  of  John  Anderson,  of  the 
Bliehigan  Territory;  and,  io  cooeurrence  there- 
.  with,  icsolTed  that  tbe  pnjet  of  the  pethionei  is 
teaaonable,  aod  ought  (o  be  gnuited.  The  Com- 
niliee  of  Claims  were  instracled  to  report  a  bill 
aceordinglf. 

On  motion  bjr  Mr.  BAitrosn,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  3d 
instant,  recommending  l^islatire  provision  for 
indemnity  to  certain  British  sobjecis,  for  losses 
sustained  by  tfaem  in  consequence  of  illegal  cap- 
tore,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resamed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reiened  the  petition  of  Augustus  Sacf  et ;  and, 
eoneuneBce.  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer 
of  tbe  petittoner  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  ineorpoiale  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
District  of  Columbia;"  and  the  bill  havJDE  been 
further  amended,  it  was  reported  to  tbe  House; 
and  the  amendments  being  concncred  in,  they 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  tiaw  as  amended. 

Mr.'RoeaLEfl  ptastnted  tbe  petition  «f  Elder- 
ken  Poller,  playing  oompensaiioD  for  a  horM  lost 
in  tbe  servioe  of  tbe  United  State* ;  and  the 


petition  wss  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 
'  Mr.  RuooLEB  also  presented  tbe  petition  of 
William  Harbaugh  and  E.  Potter,  praying  far- 
ther eompensatian  for  serrices  rendered  as  qnai* 
termasters  of  Ohio  militia;  and  the  petition  was 
r«ad^  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 
The  bilMo  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  lea- 
en  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 
Tbe  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  eler> 
enth  and  twelfth  rolomes  of  State  Papers  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  araendmenls  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
incorporate  the  Prorident  Association  of  Clerks 
in  the  ciril  Department  of  tbe  Oorernment  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  bar- 
ing been  reported  by  (he  Committee  oorrectlr 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tal to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington  j  and  no 
amendment  baring  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  tbe  Honse,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  acts  concerning  the  coasting  trade. 
And  the  bill  harlna  been  amended,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Otib,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 

f'Ostpooed  aniil  Monday  nest ;  and  the  letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  Mply  to 
one  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance respecting  lUe  coasting  trade,  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  QoLDaBOBOtjQB,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  anihorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  fire  engines,  and  for  buildiog  houses  tor 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  same ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Thebillto  authorize  the  Corporation  of  theCity 
of  Washington  to  extend  certain  streets  (across 
the  Mall)  was  taken  up,  and,  on  tbe  motion  of  Mr. 
Qot-nano  BO  nan,  postponed  to  a  day  beyond  the 
session. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Clark.  And  the  bill  baring  been  amend- 
ed, it  was  reported  to  the  House  ;  and  the  amend- 
tneni  being  concorred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;"  and  no 
amendment  baring  been  made,  the  hill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  MoRHow,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Pnblic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  Slate 
of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Tbe  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Wbole,  the  noiiitidentioit  of  iht  bill  fot  the  lelief 
or  Samael  Wui ;  and  do  Bmendmeat  heric 
been  m^ie,  it  wu  reported  lo  the  Home,  ac 
ordered  lo  be  engroned,  and  r«td  a  third  time. 

The  Seaate  resumea,  at  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  coniidertiion  of  ihe  hi li,  entitled  "Ad 
act  teEpeeling  ioTalids  ;"  and  oo  motion,  bv  Mr. 
Lacock,  the  further  consideraiioD  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  fifth  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  reiumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideialion  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  A.  Dix ;  and  no  amendment  haTing  been 
nade.  It  was  reported  lo  the  House,  And  ordered 
to  be  enirrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Seaate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considetatioa  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  B.  TimbetUke;  4nd  no  amendment 
baring  been  made,  it  Was  repotted  to  the  Honse, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Mondajr. 

Hon  DAT,  Fehniaif  8. 

Mr.  GoLDSBoHouoB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  paisuam  to  instruciioDs,  reported  a  bill 
fot  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler  {  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bdrbill,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju* 
diciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  more 
efieeiually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  same  with  araend- 
ments ;  which  were  read. 

The  Seaate  tesumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  purchase 
the  lands  reserved  by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March, 
1817,  to  certain  chiefs,  warriors,  or  other  In- 
dians of  the  Creek  nation;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made,  it  was  reported  lo  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Pbebidbi«t  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Mary  Casiin,  of  South  Carolina;  and 
the  report  was  readitod  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  TicHENOB  submitted  (he  foUowiag  moiioD 
for  consideration : 

Boohed,  That  the  Committu  on  Conmeroe  and 
Haun&etore*  be  instncted  to  report  as  to  the  expe- 
diennof  uniting  the  two  collertion  dutiict  of  Alboigh 
and  Chunplsin,  s^ioining  tbe  province  of  Canada, 
■p  that  heresftir  they  shw  form  but  one  collection 
ditbict. 

Mr.  RoaoLBs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
pursuant  lo  in st ructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Anderson;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
,  Mr.  DicKBBBON  preseoled  the  petition  of  John 
Brewster  and  others,  iohabiunu  of  the  city  of 
Perth  Awboy,  in  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  law,  directing  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
aow  held  in  New  Brunswick,  to  be  held  in  future 


at  Penh  Amboy,  for  reasosi  stated  in  the  peti. 
tion  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Ctm- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  en- 
gines, and  boilding  houses  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  same,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Uie 
resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Tait,  on  the  6th  in- 
stant, from  the  Committee  on  Naval  AOairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  Fresi^t 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  of  Afuil,  1B1& 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  mles^  reguluions,  aad 
instructions,  for  the  naval  secTiee  of  the  Uniwd 
States,  and  the  reeoloiion  of  the  Senate  instruc^ 
ing  the  commilie6  in  relation  thereto ;  and  agreed 
to  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  DtcuBBox,  the  Comqiiltee 
on  Finance  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  far  altering  the  lawa  for  ap- 
pomtigg  collectors  of  the  customs  of  the  United 
States,  district  attorneys  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys  fot  lands  of  the 
United  States,  surveyors  of  the  public  lands,  legis- 
tera,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may  Ibiok 
proper,  as  to  have  tbpse  officers  respectively  ap- 

Coiated  for  limiled  periods,  snbject  to  removal  as 
ereiofore. 

Mr.  QoLiiaBORonoB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitioD  of 
Joseph  Lefehre,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition.  The  report  and  resolii- 
tion  were  read. 

Mr.  aoLDaBOBODOHjfrom  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  the  several  subjects  were  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pettitt 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Pteveit ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Daverge ;  and 
also  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Miue ;  and 
the  bills  were  respectively  read,  and  severally 
passed  u>  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  supplmeniary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  amrad  tbe  charter  of  the  Oily  of 
Washington,"  was  r«ad  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  lot  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Claik  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  wu 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Timbetlake 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act 
to  incorporate  (he  Medical  Society  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  F.  Hooker,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  MoBBiL  Eubmitted  tbe  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohtd,  That  the  Pr«B<lent  of  tbe  United  Slates 
be  requested  lo  strike  fiom  the  rolls  of  the  Aiai^  and 
Navy  tha  names  <t[  all  those  officers  who  aidad  or 
coU)Mlled,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  late  duel 
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Jbn^tbj  A.T.  Muoa  and  lobn  H-McCvtj,  nti- 
IMW  of  the  UniM  8Uta«. 

Mt.  EiTOK,  from  ihe  committM  lo  wbom  the 
subject  wu  referred, reported  m  bill  lupplemenla- 
Tj  10  in  act  passed  the  3d  day  of  Marcb,  1817, 
entitled  "An  act  to  prohibil  tbe  impartaiioii  of 
sl&Tee  itito  ibe  United  State:^ ;"  and  ibe  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  lo  tbe  second  reading. 

The  Senate  lesumetl,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cDQsideiaiioD  of  the  bill  conSiming 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Pettii  in  their  daitn 
to  a  tract  of  land  ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  coniideralion  of  tbe  bill  providing  for 
a  grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of  gorernmenl  in  the 
Sute  of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  support  of  a 
leminarf  of  learning  within  tbe  said  Slate  ;  and, 
the  bill  baring  been  traeoded,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Home,  and  the  amcndmentH  being  con- 
curred in,  it'Wae  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  rend 
a  third  time. 

Tke  Benue  r«samed  at  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  eonsidetalioD  of  tbe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Thome ;  and  no  amendment  barine 
b«en  made,  it  wis  reported  to  the  House;  and, 
on  tbe  qaeMioD,  "  Shall  tbir  bill  be  en| 
and  read  a  third 


negative.    So  the  bill  wae  rejected. 

A  message  from  Ihe  House  of  Reptesentativeg 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 

a  bUL  entitled  "An  act  providing  additional  pen-    '"'i^J'^F?^"^''- .         ,.,,-, 
dties'forflihe  entries.fo?.be  be/efitof  drawbLk,    .The  btll  for  J^e  re  .ef  of  So  omon  Preros  j 


orimei  againat  tha  Daiied  State*,  and  for  ether 
parpoeea;  together  with  tbe  amendments  report- 
ed  tnereta  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv; 
and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  tbe  Rouse  as  amended,  and 
the  amendments  being  concurred  io,  it  was  order- 
1  to  be  engrossed  ana  read  a  third  time. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Se- 
cretary at  War  to  appoint  an  additional  agent  for 
payioe  pensions  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  was 
read  lie  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee 00  Military  Affaire. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  additional 

Knallies  for  false  entries  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
ck,  or  bounty  on  ezportalion,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew  H. 
Jouetl,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment ; 
which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  who  were 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing tbe  pension  of  Caleb  Austin ;  and  tbe  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  5lh 
day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ecasideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  iriiom 
Wat  referred  the  petition  of  Joatth  Lcfebre  ;  and 
the  further  coosidention  thereof  wae  postponed 


allies  fi 
or  bounty  o 


a  expoiiation;"  and  ah 
lied  "All  act  lo  authorize  the  Secretary 


bill,  t 


I  War 


sionera  of  the  Dniled  Stales  \a  the  State 
nessee ;"  in  which  bills  ibey  request  the  eonear- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  pancd  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wttolth  the  coMidetation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  nathoiiiing  the  payment  ofa  sum  of  money  to 
th«  officers  and  crew  of  gnnboats  No.  149  and 
No.  154 ;"  and  so  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  WM  reported  to  the  House ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tioD,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time)"  it 
wae  determined  in  (he  negative.  So  the  (hII  was 
rejected. 

Tdbbhat,  February  9. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Hatbaugfa  and  Potter,  made  a  re- 
port accompanied  by  a  resolution  inal  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petillon. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Epfes,  Nathaniel  Goddard 
and  others,  foriaerjy  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadne 
and  cargo,  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonslderatioa  of  the  bill  more  effiic- 
tnally  to  provide  for  the  puDishment  of 


the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joho  Peitil ;  the  bill  for 
tbe  relief  of  John  Anderson  ;  tbe  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Alexander  Milne  :  and  the  bill  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  Christopher  Fowler,  were  severally  read 

Tbe  Senate  took  up  a  motion  made  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Ticbehob,  to  direct  tbe  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  uniting  the  districts  oT  Alburgand 
CbampUin,  in  Vermont,  into  one  distriei,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  engrossed  bills  to  authorize  tha  Pteaident 
to  purchase  the  lands  reserved  by  Ibe  act  of  181T' 
to  ceriaia  Creek  chiefs  and  warriors ;  to  provide 
a  grant  ef  laodfor  the  teat  of  government  of  the 
Bute  of  MissisNppi,aDd  for  the  rapport  of  a  sem- 
inary of  learning;  andoonfirming  Anthbiiy  Cav- 
alier and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land;  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
pasted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  extend,  for  a  further  time  of  five  years,  the 
pensions  heretofore  granted  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  died  or 
were  killed  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Much  debate  look  place  on  the  merits  of  this 
bill ;  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Laoock  moved 
that  it  be  postponed  lo  the  5th  of  March  next, 
(10  reject  the  bill;)  which  motion  was  decided  in 
the  amt  ma  live,  as  follows: 

Yba»— Meeiis.  BnriU,  Daggett,  Dickenen,  EMMi, 


>yGoo^le 
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1,  MeUan,  MomI,  Momw,  Otii,  RotMrta,  Rng^ 
glM,  Btontr,  Ticbaoor,  Van  D;ka,  Williuai  of  Mi 
Mid  WU«n— 32. 

Niri — Mann.  Bariioiir,  CriUanden.  FtDin'Mttitii 
Noble,  Palmer,  Banford,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tajlor,  Tbraui 
—10. 

So  th«  bill  was  lejecled. 

SALES  OP  PUBLIC  LANIW. 

Mr.  MoBHow,  rrom  ihe  CoQimiUee  oo  Publi 
Lands,  who  were  iuslructed  "  to  JDqaire  iolo  ih 
expedieacy  of  so  altering  the  laws  rtapecliag  tbe 
■ale  of  Ibe  public  laads,  that,  from  and  afiei  the 

^^  day  of neit,  credit  shall  not  be  giTen 

OQ  such  sales^"  made  a  report,  aecotnpanied  by  a 
bill,  luakrog  fiirtber  prorision  for  Ihe  ial«  of  public 
lands  ;  and  ibe  report  and  bill  were  read,  aod  the 
bill  pasted  to  ihe  second  reading. 

Tne  report  ia  as  follows : 

Thai  a  view  to  the  ezteniiTs  tarritar;  plaMd  at  the 
dnpoaal  of  the  GoTemment,  the  incraaunf  demand 
ftr  new  lands  for  cnltitation,  arising  from  the  pro- 
greariTe  angmeDtation  of  the  population  in  the  United 
Stale*,  and  the  inBnence  which  the  popoied  alien. 
tioD  in  the  Batten  for  tbe  aale  of  pnbhe  lands  mnal 
pnddceon  ihe  intereats  of  » large  portion  of  tbe 
mnni^,  girs,  in  the  opimoit  of  Ihe  committee,  man 
than  ordmary  importance  to  tbe  inquiry  which  tbey 


with  the  Mher  prnvisMna  and  candMoDt  ptoTided  Ibi 
tbe  sale  of  tbe  nnblie  lands,  a  cowenioDdcnt  alteration 
in  tbe  price  and  siie  of  the  tracta  oAered  tot  eale,  will 
be  neeauan,  when  the  credit  is  diaoontiiiDed  on  fta- 
toreealee.  That  pieviaion,  alone,  wonU  TirtnallT  ^sr* 
ale  an  enhancement  of  the  price,  and  leaaan  the  bail- 
ie to  man  of  United  capital,  of  acqniiing  naw  lands 
for  settlement  and  cultiration. 

In  (his  new,  the  committee  have  cenajdered  the 

pediancy  of  proiiding  for  Uie  discontinuance  of  credit, 
a  lednction  of  the  price,  and  a  aDbdiiiuon  of  tracts  in 
liiture  sales.  The  prorUions  for  the  aale  of  pnMic 
lands  now  in  force,  with  some  aubsequBnt  alleratioii*, 
were  adopted  by  tbe  act  of  the  10th  day  of  May,  1800. 
By  ita  general  regulations,  a  credit  i«  allowed  on  three- 
foniths  of  the  pordiaae-moQey  for  the  lands  sold.  The 
moneys  credited  may  be  retained  by  incurring  the 
charge  of  simple  Intaraat,  tbr  five  years,  from  the  time 
of  purdiase.  It  would  appear  6M,  at  the  first  aalea 
vain  this  law,  the  long  term  of  credit  allowed  had  in- 


>aya*i  ISOS;  and  m  1806  i 
forr«- 


of  the  ^QTcbaaen,  to  prereut  oitenitTe  bt&ituiM  ibr 
failure  m  payment;  aad,  since  that  period,  nine  sex- 
era!  acts  turn  been  passed  for  the  relief  of  tbe  poT- 
chaaer*  of  public  lands ;  and  theae  acta  ibi  mitigating 
the  operation  for  the  general  proviiion  of  the  law  hare 
been  in  force  more  than  one  half  of  die  whole  time 
RDce  the  nstem  was  first  organizad.  The  induce* 
ments  of  a  loDg  credit,  which  encourage  purcbasee  be- 
yond the  means  bt  making  payment,  the  general  dia- 
poaitiDn  in  men  to  anticipate  the  most  favorable  results 
&om  tbe  prodnets  of  their  labor,  and  the  frequent  nn- 
&Torabte  floctnationa  in  commerce,  which  cannot  be 
fweseen  by  the  moat  diaoeming,  ere  the  principal 
■  of  the  fldlurea  in  paymmt  by  pnrchaaers  of 
'   n  the  "fioMmj  state- 


ment, at  the  present  session,  of  the  « 
atandiag  balances,  on  acconat  of 
lands,  with  the  embarrassments  arisinz  U 
ranged  state  of  the  cunency,  that  any  degree  of  punc- 
tuality in  the  payment  of  ibe  debts  now  doe  is  bighly 
improbable.  If  tbe  laws  were  lett  to  operate  in  the 
rigid  elections  of  Ihe  penalties  and  foileitaree,  the 
injuries,  (in  tbe  present  ciicnoutances  «f 


time  for  payment,  while  Ibe  sates  continue  to  progress, 
may  produce  an  accamulationof  the  debt,  andiacreass 
tbe  diffienlty  in  making  the  Gnsl  payments. 

The  experience  for  aeteral  yean  of  the  effects  of  thit 
rfitem,lhelreqaent  recurrence  of  circncaataoceB  wfaieh 
render  necessary  the  interposition  of  the  Legialatars 


standing  the  aid  of  frequent  remedial  laws  for  the  n 
Uef  of  the  parchaeert,*eem  to  forbid  any  calenlation  en 
a  auccessAil  opctation  of  the  same  syttem  in    Ibtm 
sale*.    ItcaaBOtbecorrectpDlicylepeiiRatlnlh«  eea>    ' 
so  much  afleoted  by  ei 


enoa,  and  to  pravant  it*  ^pna 
erable  portion  of  the  oomnuuity.  It  ie  not  bnliaMd 
that  any  of  the  acts  far  tbe  relief  of  the  imiil^M  of 
public  lands  ware  naneceataiy  indnlgenoaa.  Tlw  on- 
iBTorabIs  atale  of  things,  during  the  reatrictiena  an  oar 


neceatary ;  and  the  preaent  state  of  the  correnn  pi«- 
-"--nclaimsforiudnlgenceeliUmoreimperatiTa.   lodg* 


idoded  that  the  system  of  credit  is  aot  weU 
Ihe  dreamaUncea  of  the  eonntry,  and  wil 
onmerce  is  liable  to  flnetn^ 
credit  on  Ae  aales  of  Ike  poh- 
been  adopted  for  the  benefit 
«f  oa^talial* ;  -to  Oobi  it  ii  UBneoessery,  and  for  tlMB 
it  oogbt  not  to  hare  been  provided.  And  yet  it  k  b^ 
tiered  Oat  it  has  opataMd  moat  to  tbe  dieadrantag*  of 
leofcapitaL  ^n indindoal who lakaa the 
of  credit  aUowad  by  law,  en  tbe  Ikraa  bat 
of  pordupe  moaay,  is  diarged  on  iba  aM- 


thepaicbaaerwhomakesprDnptpayneBtian^iaMi^ 
inelancea,  if  ha  possess  no  other  leaourcea  Ihsai  tboaa 
arising  from  the  land  itseU;  he  inonra  a  forfaiWra  of 
the  money  paid,  and  the  land,  with  its  imprereni^tB. 
IfthaaUowauce  of  credit  on  future  sales  


ment;  and  if  bis  pardtaae  Aonld  not  be  so  oitenwT^ 
be  would  at  once  become  an  ind^cndent  landhoUar, 
secure  and  quiet  in  bii  pease rsion.  In  fntata,-tboa* 
fertile  sources  of  discontent  and  disquietude,  whiek 
arise  irom  disappointment,  and  from  the  eierciae  rf 
measure*  neeeasaiy  to  enforce  the  peymeut^  aa  also 
Ihe  ftaqnent  distree*  occaaoned  by  the  forfeiture  of 
lands  on  which  asttlements  have  been  made,  would  be 
aroidedi  and  (aa  will  be  propoeedj  were  the  public 
lands  offered  for  aale  in  tracts  of  eigh^  acres,  at  one 
dealer  and  fitly  cents  per  acre,  then  any  indiTidiud,  on 
the  fiaymant  of  one  hundred  and  twen^  dollara,  might 
acquire  a  ftaehold  estate,  without  onenmbering  him* 
aelf  with  any  debt  whatarer.  It  is  belieTad  that  aa 
adtantage  to  Ike  gsoeral  inUreM  of  the  d 
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wUdh  ^  paUie  butdi  an  aM,  woaU  nMB  ftOm  Ht- 
MMitiiittuig  the  aedil  ob  dke  talnk  The  puiehutt  u 
in  iiimrmirn  of  the  land*  pniobMad,  for  foor  «r  fi*e 
T«Mi  b«fim  tha  oonpletioa  of  hii  pajKant  The  fio- 
doct  of  hu  labor,  for  Hut  time,  ii  ap[^ed  in  discharge 
of  bii  dsbt,  and  puiai  into  the  Public  Tiewny.  In 
w  fu  ai  ihe  initalmniU  an  collected  in  the  diitiict, 
it  operatci  on  the  principle  of  tenti  collected,  and 
wifitdrawn  from  circDlatioD,  ot  of  i  partial  tax  on  that 
twrt  of  the  community.  The  diiin  of  money  from  ciica- 
tation,  thm  occasioned,  hu  been  ienribty  frit ;  and  the 
balance  in  exchange  againat  the  Wealera  country 
mar,  on  thit  principle,  be  accoooted  for.  In  eace  of 
caM  pmienti,  tlie  reionrcea  Cir  psynient  wonld  be 
drawn  from  other  paita  of  the  cotiiitry,  in  as  &r  ai 
emigraiita  ate  the  pnidiMwa.  Inamoregeneislpaiiit 
of  *iaw,  the  pnpoaad  meaance  appear*  important 
The  aceiiianlatioii  of  debt,  in  partiGalar  diiliiot*,  where 
the  BUHi  of  citbena  are  the  debtor  ' 
atlandinf  At  credit  qmteM.  Tl 
erd  p^icy  raqtiiie  that  chargva  c 
nacewaiy  aawT  of  nrennot  abi 
the  whole  aooiBl7 1  by  adopliuK  eub  paymemta, 
evil  wonld  be  avoided ;  ana  tha  inlereM  of  avbaeqnent 
pofduMen  would  tbett  bo  identified  with  lhat«f  the 
QoTemuant. 


■  princ^iof  ■«»• 
I  ttie  pawe,  fci  (he 
dd  be  daatwei  onr 


IT  cradit  duD  not  be  allowed  on  the  Mk  «f  te 
pohUo  Undl^  it  tl  propoaad  that  a  c«iTMpaBding  ndke- 
tion  in  the  prioe  ihall  be  iwde.    The  vablie  landa  "^ 


ObTeoiaient,  and  the  early  refnlatiant  for  their  aala 
appear  to  bare  had  that  abject  prindpallj  in  tiew. 
Setenl  of  tha  Statei  ceded  Tacant  territory  to  the 
United  Stalea,  for  the  jntrpoae  of  creating  a  bind  for 
the  diaeharge  of  the  psblic  debt.  With  thia  object  in 
Tiew,  and  to  cover  the  conoderable  eipenaes  of  eitin- 
fitlahinf  the  Indian  Qtle,  and  otherwiie  incidental  to 
bgrteging  thelande  into  market,  the  price  waa  fin! 
Axed  by  genend  ngnlatiani  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  and 
enbaaqaent^  increiued  tk>  two.    It  troold  be  diffienlt. 


r  land  to  bring  into 
rba  propurtio— dtolhe 
invMM  of  popnlatlMk  in  the  -ipknlMial  oIbm  of  Oe 
onwiffimity.  Bat  the  aaumnt  of  Mb  wilt  ahnve 
dapa»d  (at  any  giTan  ^om)  en  tbe  capital  deatined 
to  be  10  Invarted.  The  c^ilal  ordiaaiily  CMfleyed 
A>r  ihia  objeet,  i«  the  eniida»  ymdnot  ef  agtlcnltnnl 
labor.  If  the  profit  in  agriaoHanJ  pntMiila,  eo  l«  be 
employed,  will  not  puduae  the  anp^  of  new  land* 
■      wd] 


I  proper  i 

that  IlnpoTtant  branch  of  national  indnat^, 

1  ftirly  ^preor— - '  ■' - 


Cd 


ite*  ujnrioiuly  to  the  public  interect. 
—  „)d  that  the  price  at  preegnt  fixed  hia  prodocad 
tbit  eflheti  but  it  ia  believed  that  it  ia  much  higher  than 
ba>  baM  reqnired  by  any  of  the  faidivldnal  Bute*,  or 
in  M7  ether- eaank7)-«n  Taeantlandi;  nnd  diat  the 
prka  re^niMd,  cennMlBd  KWt  AeccadK  aBewed,  hea 
■  AwA  eaAdenMy  Ugh  by  the  '   '       ' 


a  high  pace  on  the  aele  of  the  pnUk  land*;' 
aqr  meaaoie  thiaae  lalntaiy  efieota  haM  baea 
by  that  meuu,  it  hu  been  at  the  eipaue  d 


reqnading  diaadnntege  that,  by  the  aame  Bsane, 
tbe  indnatrion*  da«,  with  anall  capital,  have  bean 
prevented  from  becoming  pttrchaaera,  with  a  view  t« 
■etttement  and  cultivation. 

The  only  expedient  which  ha*  been  aoccaaaftilly 
rMorted  to,  for  preveoting  the  paUie  land*  froia  being 
aigroaaed  by  capitaliata,  and  parhapa  the  only  one  that 
wiU  in  any  meaiura  be  cfiactnal  to  thU  eni^  is  the 
inbdivition  of  the  (ectiona,  and  oSaring  them  tor  aale 
in  email  tracta,  raited  to  the  mean*  of  the  parcbuer, 
for  actual  letUement.  And  while  ever  a  anfficient 
quantity  of  land  i*  kept  in  market  to  aatislj  the  necoe- 
*«i7  demand  arinng  from  the  Increase  of  population 
in  the  country,  and  aold  in  miall  tracta  to  luit  thoae 
who  are  dicpcwed  to  purdtaee,  lot  the  pnrpoae  of  occu- 
pying (heu,  little  may  be  apprebendM  from  the  evil* 
of  apecnlMien  and  moneim^,  whether  the  price  be  m 
now 'fixed,  or  Aall  be  Teoneed. 

Tbe  aalee  of  lande  en  regolatad  by  no  ether  prin^ 
ciple  than  that  of  any  other  tr^e  in  any  ■paafai  of 
merdundiae.  While  ever  the  Market  ia  MUy  mffiiai 
with  any  eomiMdi^,  and  «  certain^  ttiat  tha  anpph 
can  be  kept  up,  and  It  ia  retailed  in  qoanti^andqu^ 
ily  to  anit  (he  punhaeer  fiu  qia  er  mnwmptiwi.  tne- 

"iea  will  net  be  made,  whether  the  piioe  be  high 

'.  A  high  price  wHl  ^aconrage  the  coniunptiiM, 
low  prloe  promote  it  i  but,  wbife  the  price  k  at^^, 
■peculation*  will  be  nnpnifitable. 

It  ha*  been  alleged  that  diaeouttnttuig  the  credit  and 
reducing  the  price  would  operate  to  tbe  diiadviatage 
oflhepoor;  thattheymuit  be  mpplied  on  credit;  and 
if  it  shall  not  be  allowed  by  the  Oovemment,  they 


itibJewi 


the  rich,  by  any  regulation,  i*  inoommtibre  with  that  ' 
of  diapoeing  of  Oie  land  for  a  valnable  eoniddeiatton. 
While  the  GoveniBleat  requirea  a  price,  be  who  po^  I 
ill***  the  mean*  of  payment  will  have  an  advantage  | 
in  uaUng  pnahaee*  »m  bin  who  dee*  net  posaa*** ' 

It  ie  n(A  eppnbended  that  epeonUtieBe  will  be 
eitcD^ve,  or  be  kag  continued,  where  thaj  anet  be 
carried  en  by  purehaae  fin  oaab,  and  eek  on  vadll, 
and  when  the  *alea  must  be  confined  to  thAeewho 
cannot  advance  one  hundred  and  twenty  dsllan.aad 
become  purcliaaer*  from  tbe  Uni^d  atate*. 

From  the  fbregoing  oweidaration  it  w  rei, 
propoeed  (hat  aeSt  on  Attnre  sake  riiall'  not  tw 
allowed ;  that  the  price  of  (he  nnblic  landa  be  fixed  at 
one  doUu  and  fif^  cent*  i  and  Uiat  the  landa  be  oflered 
for  ■■   ■  -  ■ 


>f  aighlrai 
upoaethey 


ley  aak  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

The  Senate  leaained  the  conaiimtian  of  til« 
mMioni  auhsitled  ycsterdaf  bjr  Mr.  Honni^  to 
reqnastlha  Ftetidant  to  diaiDiaa  eviain  ofican 
from  eervlce. 

Ml.  MoBSiL  addrsmsd  the  Chair  ■■  followa; 

Mr.  Fmidrat,  ji  is  with  no  ordinary  degree  of 
leuaalioD that  I  inviic  ihcBtlantionof  thaSenkla 
to  tbe  cooaidemdon  or  the  reeelmion  wliUh  I  had 
the  honor  to  prewitl.  The  natnra  aod  eoornitf 
of  tbe  iraDsaeilon  eao  re^aire  but  Itttle  iUoeira- 
UoB.  It  is  not  mj  inteatton  to  enter  into  a  ni- 
nnte  detail  of  the  horror  or  ma^iuide  of  tbe 
crime}  bat,  a*  I  bad  tbe  honor  to  oflet  the  rM»- 
lation,  it  may.  be  expected  thai  1  aaai^  bomo  rea- 
EOD«  in  jmtifieMioD  of  tbe  ptopwUtont    J*  Ihi 
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fint  pUc^  air,  I  eoniidei  the  prmclice  of  dnelling 
as  iaBumui.  Wtut  cao  be  moK  repaUJTe  lo  the 
phiUnthropie  braui  ibaa  to  place  before  a  mas- 
ket,  charged  wich  a  ball,  at  the  dislaoce  of  twelve 
or  £fleeD  feet,  a  fellow-citizen  for  a  mark  7  Hu- 
mBQitjr  ihudden,  every  teoder  feeling  of  the  heart 
recoils,  and  Pagan  barbtcilf  itielf  u  pat  to  the 
blnsb.  But,  air,  it  ia  immoral.  It  teoda  to  de- 
moriliEe  aocietj  and  corrupt  the  commaDiif.  It 
banishea  accountability  from  the  haman  mind. 
It  lepresenti  life  and  death  aa  of  oo  oonaeaneoce, 
and  unmaieiiai.  It  may  aometimei  deprive  to- 
cieir  of  it*  uiefal  memben. 

The  practice  is  nnjust  and  wicked.  lo  conae- 
qnence  of  capital  ofiences,  by  a  legai  tribunal  life 
may  be  taken.  Bat  shall  one  citizen,  for  any 
trivial  offence,  take  ibe  life  of  hii  fellow  1  It  can- 
not be  jiutified  apoa  any  correct  principle  what- 
eTer.'eiiher  Chtuiiao,  humane,  or  civil.  Chria- 
tiuily  breathei  a  better  apiiit ;  humanity  retires 
with  diigutt;  the  civil  cod*  condemns  and  cx«- 
calea  ihe  offender.  What  law,  human  or  divine, 
will  aoaDun  the  act?  The  articles  of  war  forbid 
it ;  State  laws  forbid  it ;  Virginia  hcraelf  bai  for- 
bidden it. 

Bitt,  air,  Goiertl  Mason  has  fallen.  A  husband, 
a  father,  a  son,  thus  premaiarely  ushered  into 
etemitr.  And,  unless  invention  and  vice  are 
more  inan  ordinarily  active,  he  received  encour- 
agement to  the  sad  caiaatrophe  in  (tus  city  i  and 
the  more  to  be  lamented,  for,  is  this  the  case,  hia 
blood  must,  at  leait  in  part,  reit  upon  the  heads 
of  hia  gailty  aI>ellOTB  and  cotinsellors. 

Lamenlable  facll  that  a  gentleman  of  high 
standing,  who  had  been  a  member  of  this  honor- 
able body,  and  probably  would  have  been  tba  nezc 
Oovetnoc  of  Virginia,  shoo  Id  be  ao  overcome  with 
pride  or  with  paasioD  as  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  aen- 
timents  so  abaud.    And,  sir,  wbal  jdanaihle  apol- 


ogy is  ofiered  to  mitigate  the  crime  1  The  only 
pleawhioh  ingenuity  Itself  can  invent,  ia  grounded 
upon  a  false  notion  of  honor.  A  geotleman  is 
bound  by  hi*  honor  lo  commit  an  act  of  murder. 
Hia  faonor  must  be  Buatained  b^  the  commission 
of  an  ofTence  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  human 
species.  If  ihia  be  a  correct  mode  of  sustaiaing 
a  gentleman's  honor,  wby  ia  it  prohibited  in  your 
atmyl  Why  are  laws  against  it?  If  it  will 
snsiain  the  honor  of  an  individual,  it  wiU  auslain 
the  honor  of  the  communityj  the  honor  of  your 
country ;  and  why  do  your  laws  condemn  that  on 
wbioh  your  country^  K'c^T  "  arectedl 

But,  «ir,  it  ia  a  gentleman's  way  of  deciding  ■ 
coBiroveray.  Tes,  and  the  servants ;  the  boya  in 
the  street,  by  this  practice,  learn  high  notions  of 
hmor,  and,  to  display  them,  most  fight  a  duel. 
Base  practice,  indeed )  repngnant  to  all  the  refined 
feelings  of  a  euliivBted  mind.  The  better  feel- 
ings ot  man  revolt  at  the  act.  Canacience  con- 
demna  it,and  it  must,  ia  time  and  eternity.  From 
this  view  of  the  subject,  sir,  I  am  induced  to  offer 
the  resolaiion,  and  am  led  to  hope  it  will  be 
adopted  by  the  Senate.  Let  thia  be  as  it  may,  I 
have  discharged  my  duty ;  I  have  expressed  my 
opinion  withont  reserve. 

Mi.  Bahbodh  addressed  the  Senate  u  folloiri : 


Ur.  President,  the  event  to  which  the  leaoln- 
lution  relates  has  filled  me  with  Ihe  deepest  affile- 
lion.  I  claim  the  melancholy  privilege  of  being 
the  chief  monmei  here.  Mason  waa  my  friend— 
a  loog  and  intimate  acquaintance,  ripened  into  a 
sincere  friendship  by  an  association  in  thia  body 
for  several  yeara,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  ap- 

Krcciaiing  hia  dIsiiDguished  worth.  Virginia  loved 
im  as  one  of  hei  favorite  sons — in  war  ner  shield, 
her  ornament  la  peace.  With  her  the  very  name 
had  been  consecrated  to  patriotism,  through  soc- 
cessive  generations.  Its  lustre  lost  nothing  in  the 
person  of  ibe  deceased.  He  united  the  amiable 
qualities  of  the  man  to  the  higher  virtuea  of  the 
patriot.  His  loss  will  be  mourned  by  bis  country 
sa  a  public  calamity.  In  the  vigor  of  life,  uniting 
both  the  affection  and  confidence  of  all,  and  sur- 
rounded  witb  everv  blessing  thai  promised  bnp- 

C'  ess,  be  has  suddenly  CuleD  the  viciim  of  t 
barous  practice.  Cut  off  in  the  commaacf 
ment  of  a  ^ilendid  career,  he  leavo*  a  vretehed 
mother,  a  disconsolate  widow,  a  fatherless  child, 
and  a  weeping  country. 

Ob,  what  a  scene  was  there  I  B«  yeaierdar 
Selma  was  the  abode  of  happinesa;  to-day  it  is 
wrapped  in  moorninK.  See  oa  yesterday  ine  af- 
fectionate husband,  tlie  amiable  wife,  the  tender 
iafant— the  pledge  and  cemeat  of  their  bappinen. 
To-day,  behold  that  husband  carried  into  the 
presence  of  his  wife,  bathed  in  gore.  See  her, 
frantic  with  despair,  precipitating  herself  upon 
the  corpse  of  ber  bleeding  husbaad,  mingling liei 
tears  with  his  flowing  blood, and  contendiDg  with 
the  icy  arms  of  death  for  the  lifeless  prize.  She 
lifts  her  eyes  lo  Heaveo,  the  last  refuge  of  the 
wretched,  and  in  tones  of  agony  cries  out,  mj 
Qod,  my  God,  restore  my  husband !  Her  prayers 
are  giren  to  the  winds;  his  disembodiea  spirit 
has  found  its  refuge  and  its  home  in  the  btMom 
of  its  God,  while  his  earthly  remains  «re  con- 
signed to  ibe  cold  and  narrow  house  appoiated. 
for  all  the  living.  Peace  be  lo  bis  ashesi  And 
may  a  kind  Providence  become  the  friend  of  the 
widow;  poor  balm  into  her  afflicted  bosom,  and 
bind  up  tha  broken  heart;  be  the  father  of  the 
fathetless,  and  let  him  be  the  mother's  prop ;  rook 
tha  cradle  of  her  declining  years,  and  he  a  conso- 
lation in  her  dying  honr  I  If  anything  can  now 
administer  to  the  affliction  of  bis  surviving 
friends,  it  will  be  the  knowledge  that  Virginia, 
this  day,  through  all  her  borders,  weeps  his  un- 
timely (all. 

As  to  Ihe  practice  of  duelling,  I  have  already, 
long  since,  given  proofs  of  my  sentiments,  more 
sabslantial  than  mere  professions.  Wbaievei 
credit,  if  any,  be  due  to  it,  to  me  it  belong^  of 
having  first  presented  to  the  Legislature  o7  my 
native  Bute  the  law  against  duelling.  WhaiwiU 
be  its  result  on  society,  all-trying  time  miut  d^ 
cide.  The  best  hopes  of  huoatnity  are  conneeied 
with  its  success;  nor  is  it  preanmpiaoa*  to  hope 
that  Heaven  may  smile  on  our  efforts. 

And  yet,  sir,  with  these  sentiments,  I  must  stilt 
be  opposed  to  the  resoluiioa  under  consideration. 
As  to  the  rumors  to  which  the  mover  refers,  and  . 
on  wbioh  he  rests,  in  part,  at  least,  ihe  sueceuof 
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tbk  Hiotioii,  they  "«>«T  *>f  ™*y  ""'  ^  '""• .  *"."'• 
denu  of  tUs  kind  mtt  genwiUy  aiiended  with 
ibemoM exugeraMd  auumants.  If,  indeed, ther 
be  troe,  ns  rcpmented,  1  rhonld  feet  no  hMitaiion 
in  pronoiiDeiDK  ibem  u  deierving  the  deepen 
abfaonrace.  Of  aome  of  the  persoDt  concerned 
in  thU  mrfnacboU  tngedy,  I  know  nothing  j  witli 
othne  1  knn  ■  digbt  anqnainunee,  Tbeir  ehir- 
aeten  fotbid  lb*  beli^  Ibel  they  have  aeled  dw- 
honoraUy.  The  Biatemeni  made  by  the  »OTef, 
uaaottaJBed  by  proof,  farniehesa  utonc  reaton 
asahiat  the  adoption  of  the  raolatimi.  Foi  it  is 
paipaUynoftvporttf  proeeediBg.and  we  ate  called 
apoB  10  coDain  to  infamy  tnen  who  bare  had  no 
oppormnlty  M  being  heard  in  iheii  defence.  Let 
m  not  mnliiply  the  regrela  already  attending  thi* 
melancholy  crent,  by  doing  an  act  of  iojiHliee. 
Let  na  not  eommit  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  by 
taking  cognizance  of  a  anDJeet  which  belong!  to 
oAen.  If  a  crime  baa  been  eommilled,  the  of- 
fejtden  are  lol^eet,  if,  as  the  reaolation  aoppoaes, 
tbey  be  military  men,  to  trial  by  comt  m""«li 
and,  in  any  e»ent,  by  a  ciTil  tnbnnal.  To  ibe 
Preiident,  m  Commander-ln>Chief,  belong!  the 
former)  the  Utter  to  the  eiril  magiaimte.  By 
thie  itregolar  pr6ccediag,  abooU  it  prerai^  we 
depart  fiom  oar  own  doty,  in  preaeribing  to  olber^ 
to  wbom  of  right  the  subject  bekwga,  nod  of 
whoae  remia»ne«  ihere  ia  no  it^ntauon.  The 
crime  of  dnelling  it  not  to  be  corrected  by  a  pro- 
ceeding of  thi.  kind.  The  rooU  of  the  e»il  are 
too  deep  to  be  exiirpaied  by  a  solitary  paroiyam 
of  wal.  PoWic  opinion  ia  the  only  correciire. 
No  mailer  what  may  be  the  nnmber  or  aeyerity 
of  penalttet  that  are  dcnonaeed  againtt  ihta  fero- 
ciou  practice;  ibey,  aa  experience  baa  erineed, 
arc  Inoperatire,  snleM  ibelr  enforeament  ean  be 
secnred  by  lb«  ooiacldenoe  of  paUio  sentiment, 
or  nnleas,  as  with  tie,  the  law  execntca  itself  by 
diaTraBehMna  the  ofiender.  So  loae  as  poblic 
opinion  require!  of  as  indiridual  a  snbmiiiion  to 
what  ia  most  iraproneriy  oaUed  the  laws  of  honor, 
to  mainlaiD  his  gride  in  aoeiely,  it  is  as  capricion* 
aa  Njtiat  to  noatbematixe  those  who  submit  to  iw 
decrees.  Let  the  press,  let  your  sehoob,  let  the 
palpit,letyoorl^i»laiores,lhrougboni  the  uatioo. 
mate  a  simolianeoos  effort,  and  cooiinue  it  wiih 
zeal  and  peneramiMe,  to  utirpate  this  practice, 
the  radiaMited  progmf  of  a  bnrbaroos  age.  Upin 
■nob  aa  nndvukiog,  Wi  us  hope  for  the  blaasmg 
of  Hnren. 

After  other  gentlemeD  had  spoken- 
Mr:  MoBEiLL  made  the  following  remarks : 
Mr.  PBRsiDBim  I  learn  with  pleasure,  from 
what  boBorable  gentUmeB  have  adranaed  on  this 
aobjeet,  there  is  biu  one  seDiiment  with  retpecl 
to  the  nalBre  and  atrocity  of  the  act.  A  diner- 
enoe  of  opinion  as  to  the  eipediency  and  paliejr 
of  the  measure  proposed,  is  the  only  difficulty  " 
be  encounieied. 

The  bononhb  gentlemaa  from  Kentucky  in- 
limftUs  >  *'»'t  of  laformatioD,  and  aa  apprehen- 
sion that  no  guilt  obb  be  attached  to  aay  impli- 
cated in  tbia  afiaif.  It  is  very  deeiraUn,  sir,  that 
Ibis  ahooU  be  lb«  fact.    If  no  f  nilt,  no  Mar 


arte  no  injury  nn  be  sustained  by  the 
innocent;  and  no  eril  is  to  be  apprehended. 

But,  the  geDtleman  suggests,  that  faTorable  ex- 
pressions have  rallen  from  gentlemen  on  the  floor 
of  the  other  House.  Is  this  n  fact,  sir  7  it  is  the 
more  lo  bt  lamented,  and  furuisbes  another  rea- 
son why  this  House  should  express  an  opinion 
on  the  subject.  Bat,  sir,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  with  whose  eloquence  1  am 
generally  captiTaled,  and  by  whose  arguments  I 
am  commoair  drawn  into  his  mode  of  thinking, 
has  expressed  the  generous  feeling  of  bis  heart, 
OB  the  Bature  of  the  act.  in  a  manner  in  perfect 
coiocideoce  with  my  views  of  the  subject.  The 
spoBtaBCOOs  effusions  of  his  heart,  thus  exhibited, 
I  eao  by  no  means  donbt,«nd  can  hardly  suppose 
the  social  inierconrse  which  be  has  holden  in  this 
Honse  with  the  anfortnnate  anfferer  should  not 
have  created  a  more  than  ordinary  attachment. 
Bui,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  intimates  sev- 
eral reasons  why  ibis  resolution  sbonld  not  be 
adopted.  It  is  nssaming  the  exercise  of  a  power 
vested  in  another  department.  Year  atticlea  of 
war  do  lK>t  reach  the  case.    They  provide  for  the 

Canishmeot  of  thoae  who  give  or  accept  a  cbal- 
:nge,  bat  not  those  who  are  accessory  thereto. 
As  to  the  civil  aoibotity,  sir,  crimes  of  this  kind, 
in  this  region,  have  passed  loo  long  uoobservea 
to  justify  the  most  remote  expectation  that  cog- 
nizance will  be  taken  of  this  transaction.  Bat, 
says  the  genileman,  it  may  coBsign  to  infamy  in- 
diridnals.  If  guilty,  be  it  so;  to  this  I  hate  no 
objection.  Would  to  God  that  all  who  are  guilty 
of  duelling  might,  by  public  disapprobitioa,  b« 
loaigned  to  infamy  us  lasting  aa  time  itself. 
_bia  would  be  the  most  sDccessTuI  and  sure  way 
to  suppress  the  pncliee.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man iniimates,  the  public  opinion  is  incorrect. 


o  the  foun- 


and  this  ia  the'best  eorreelive;  and  it  is  (lard  ti 
for  committing  a  crime  when 

Enblic  opioion  requires  him  so  to  do  to  maintain 
■ — ide  in  society.  Admit,  sir,  the  public  opin- 
the  best  corractive,  nnd  that  public  opinion 
t — 1  would  ask  ihal  honorable  gentle- 
men, what  is  the  beat  method  to  correct  public 
opinion?  Will  resolutions  passed  in  private  cir- 
cles effect  the  objecit  Would  not  the  opiDion  of 
the  President  have  more  influence  upon  society 
than  that  of  an  obscure  individnall  Would  the 
gentleman,  to  purify  a  stream,  cas  "  ' 
into  the  ocean  where  it  empties,  o 

tniB  where  it  otiginaiedl    I  pre ,  —   ._. 

fountain.  And,  sir,  npon  the  same  principle,  if 
the  puUio  opinion  is  corrupt,  let  the  correction 
Qommenca  here — m  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stales.  Let  the  stream  be  purified.  Here  I 
wish  to  record  my  vote  against  an  act  so  inhu- 
man and  wieked.  A  crime  which  I  detest  with 
all  the  powers  of  my  soul.  But,  bir,  as  my  de- 
sire is  to  accommodate  the  feelings  of  gentlemen, 
I  will  withdraw  (be  resolniion  aBd  submit  a  sub- 
stitute. 

Mr.  M.  theo  offfited  the  followio^  which  was 
agreed  to:         |. '  ~~ 

J)(Mfc«^  Tltat  Iba  OoamittM  on  tba  Jodidarrbe 
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in«lTQctad  to  inqoirs  into  tbc  «zp«dwkqr  of  pmridkibi 
by  Im,  for  the  poaubmeat  of  »U  penMiu  Macemid  m 


Wbdnebdat,  February  10. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Teoneisee,  from  ihe  Com- 
mitiee  dd  Militar?  Affairs,  to  wliom  was  lefened 
the  bill,  enliiled  "An  act  to  authorize  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  appoint  an  additioDal  agent  for 
payiog  peasioDs  in  tlie  Stale  of  Tennessee,"  re- 
ported (be  same  witboot  amendment, 

Mr.  NoBLB,  from  the  Committee  on  Peosions, 
to' whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eo tilled  "An  act 
for  ihe  relief  of  Hannah  Ring  aad  Lniher  Frink," 
reported  the  lame  wiihamendmeiiu;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  NoBLB,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  insliucted,  by  a  resotuiion  of  the  Senate, 
"  to  ioquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  placing  Thos. 
Lucas  on  the  peosion  list,"  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  uoie  commiiiee,  who 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senale, 
"  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorising 
Ihe  Secretary  of  War  to  place  upon  tbe  pension 
list  Abraham  Edwards,  a  maiioer  in  the  naval 
service  of  ihe  Dniled  Stales  in  the  Reroluiionary 
•  war,  who  is  now  iosane,  and  io  such  reduaed  cir- 
cumstances as  to  need  tiie  assistance  of  hiecoun- 
tryj*'  made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morbow,  the  Committee 
on  PnbEic  Lands,  to  whotn  was  referred  tbe  peti- 
lioa  of  William  Edgar  and  Alexander  Madomb, 
were  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  peiitiouers  had  leave  w  withdraw 
their  petition  and  documents. 

Mr.  MouBow,  from  the  Commiltee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  ibe  subject  was  refecred,  report- 
ed a  bill  proridiog  for  the  correction  of  errors  in 
making  entries  otland  at  the  land  offices ;  and  the 
**"       s  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


William  Thornton,  reported  a  bill  relatire  to  the 
Patent  Office,  and  toe  salary  of  the  supcrimendest 
thereof;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideration  of  the 
bill  "coDcerniDg  ihe  widows  of  the  militik," 
(granting  five  years'  peiuion  to  the  widow*  of 
such  of  the  militia  as  died  within  four  montba 
after  their  return  hotuct  of  disease  coatraded  in 
aerTkej)  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Luook,  the  bill 
was  postjwned  a  day  beyond  the  session,  and  of 
course  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rqireteotottree 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  ace  to  amead  the  a«t,  entitled 
'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  eaiillad  Anaat 
to  authorize  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  to  issue  granta 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  ibe  claims  to  vacant  and  uo- 
approprialed  land  within  the  same,  passed  the 
eighteenth  of  April,  1806;"  a  bilLeuiided  "An 
act  to  «atboii»  the  Saeretary  of  vftk'to'foartty 


a  lot  or.  p«ml  of  laud  faaloBgiug  to  the  Unllad 
States,  laying  in  Jefferson  ceiuity,iD  the  State  (^ 
Virginia  f*  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isaac  Mini*,  and  others  {"  and,  also,  a  tcb- 
olotion  authorizing  tbe  transmission  of  the  docu- 
ments accompanyiDg  the  report  of  tbe  committee 
to  examine  into  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  Stales,  iitee  of  postage;  in  which  biila 
and  resoJutiooB  they  request  the  coneurrenoe  of 
the  Senate. 

Tbe  Slid  bills  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  said  reEolntion  was  read  the  secaod  tinwe 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  read  a  ' 
third  time  by  uoanimous  coDseDt,  and  paswd. 

The  Senale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  • 
Whole,  Ibe  constderatioa  of  tbe  biU  making  ap- 
propriati(»i  to  carry  into  tScet  ttealies  concladed 
will)  several  Indian  tribes  therein  mratioued; 
and,  aoaineitdraeiit  having  been  made,  it  was 
reported  to  theHous«,aad  ordered  to bemigrossad 
ai»l  read  a  third  time. 

TJie  Senate  tciutoed,  as  io  Committee  of  tfaa 
Whole,  Ibe  considetmtion  of  tbe  biH  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  PeitiboiM;  and,  tbe  bill  hariog  been 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and,  tba 
amendmeal  being  concurred  ia,  tbo  bill  waa  or^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  tiiae^ 

The  bill  supplementary  lo  au  not,  panod  Ut« 
second  day  of  March,  1607,  entitled  "Ao  act  to 

Srohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Cwted 
tales,"  was  read  the  secoad  time. 
Tbe  Senate  reumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  iheeonsidef  aiioD  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  dineting  the  payaaent  of  certaie  bills  dr«wa 
by  Oraeral  Armstrong  in-  favor  of  William  Uai»' 
gon ;"  and,  no  amendraeat  having  been  made,  it  - 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 

Tbe  bill  more  effectually  10  ^vide  for  ths- 

Suoishment  of  oertaio  crimes  against  the  United 
utes,  andfor  other  purfMses,  was  read«*bitd 
tim^  aikd  passed. 

8TATDE  OF  WA8HIHGT0N. 

The  Seoau  thea  resemad  the  ooiaidaTatiM  «f 

the  bill,  previdiof  for  the  eiaetioB  ofao  c^aea* 

ttiu  statue  of  Geaeml  Wasbiwitom,  ia  pam* 

ance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  17Bft 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  tbis  sub- 
ject; in  Ihe  course  of  which  Mr.  Wilboh  moved 
to  postpone  ibe  bill  to  the  5ih  of  March,  (to  reject 
it,)  whb  a  view  of  then  moviog^br  estitnates ' of 
expense,  Ac.,  to  be  reported  to  tbe  House  at  the' 
next  session;  wbfcb  motion  was  decided  by  yeaa  ^ 
and  aay^as  follows: 

TiAs — Messa.  Barbour,  Borrill,  Crittenden,  Diek< 
ersoD,  Edwards,  Eppes,  Laoodc,  Leake,  Mocon,  Mor- 
row, Noble,  Psbner,  Roberts,  RBCgIe*b  Tait,  Tajfor, 
WilksBs  of  MaasodiMslte,  and  Wibnt— 1». 

NiTB— Meows.  ]>sggett,  Eslon,  Forsyth,  Fiomen- 
On,  OoMibaraagh,"  Horsay,  HnmeT,  Johnsen,  King, 
MeUea,  Monil,  Otis,  Btntbti,  Stokes,  TolbOt,  TiAa- 
ncv.  Tan  I>yks,  as 
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Tha  Bnttt  being  equtty  dirided  m  the  <(«»- 
don,  the  PniaiDtHT  gare  ibecaaiiDg  Tote  aftkiDii 
posipoDiog  Ihe  bill,  and  the  tnotioD  wu  iceord- 
iDfIr  D»aa  tired. 

Afier  funhei  debate  >i  (o  the  amouoi  necesta- 


•  Thdbbdat,  February  11. 

Tlie  bill,  MtiilMl  "Ail  act  lo  amead  tha  ad  sap- 
plemeaiarjr  lo  the  act,  entitled  'Ad  act  to  au- 
tboriza  ibe  Slate  of  Tennessee  10  issue  graDit  and 
peifect  lilies  to  certain  lanils  therein  dcKribed, 
and  to  *eitle  ibe  claims  lo  vacant  and  uaeppro- 
priaied  land  within  ibe  Mme,  patced  the  IStii  or 
April,  1606,"  was  read  the  lecood  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Commiiiee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  toauihortEe  ibeSec- 
relarj  of  War  lo  eoDTef  a  lot  or  parcel  of  land 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  lying  in  Jefferson 
eniQtr,  in  the  State  of  Tirginia,"  was  read  the 
Mcond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Uiliury  ASairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  lh«  relief  of  Isaac 
Minia,  and  others,"  wu  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Commiitee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  OoLBaBOROUOB,  frirm  ihe  Committee  of 
Olahaa,  reported  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  William 
and  Jamet  Crookt;  and  the  bill  vas  twice  read 
by  tinanimoa*  eanseni. 

Ur.  OoLMBoaonoH,  from  the  same  commii- 
tee. reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Brown, 
and  otners;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  lo 
the  second  readinv, 

Hr.  MoBKOW,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnblic 
Landsj  reported  a  bill  to  reTtre  tbepowers  of  the 
cemminioners  for  ascertaiaiog  and  deciding  on 
eWleas  to  laitd  in  the  district  of  I>eliDil,  anj  for 
lenNBC  Ihe  claims  to  land  at  Green  Bey  and 
^iriedn  Chlen,  in  the  Terrilorr  of  Michigan; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pasKa  to  ibe  second 

HrTjoBiiBOK,  presented  the  memorial  of  Hya- 
elotfae  Bernard,  of  Loaiaiaoa,  praying  to  b«  con- 
Srmed  in  his  title  to  eerlain  land,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  PnUieLaDd*. 

The  pBBBiDMrT  eaaammteated  Un  mamoriat 
of  Joacph  KrittoMD,  pra^iaf  indManiiy  f<»T  pop- 
arty  af  wbioli  he  waa  lUe^lly  daprieed  by  tua 
Senate  of  Hamburg,  as  staled  in  the  nemorial; 
wUab  was  read,  and  refairad  to  the  Conmitiee 
of  Claims. 

Ur.HDBTHB  pretaaied  the  laamarial  of  Na- 
ihAniel  Cutting,  play  iac  additional  etwipansatioa, 
Id coDsideraiion  of  bia  "long" and  "faitfaful"  pub- 
tie  earTJeea,  as  staled  in  the  menorial ;  which  was 
^aad,  aad  referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Hr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  Mississippi,  sobmitted  the 
fotlowiog  raotian  for  eonsideraiion : 

Jkaahwtf,  That  the  Sscnbiy  of  the  Treuaiy  Isj 
bsArs  the  Smwte,  m  euly  in  thMi  next  saision  si 
nUkable,  s>  skabsctof  sU  bonds  fbi  delis*  oa  met- 
'  iponad  into  the  United  Stales,  wUdi  shali 
M  pajsble,  sad  lemain  nnpaul  «n  Uw  thk* 
IStli  CoH.  Sd  Sbss.— S 


nitbe- 


tietbdayof 

ict,  the  dasa  m  suoa  naaa,  u 

w  pavaUa,  its  smetinti  die 

iBgtiMiiic.|niaeipalB  Awn  snratiM,  and  the  diitriei 
ofthaoastamsw  whidk  Uksts;  ugether  witbiaAi^ 
famtatiiai  le  will  show  bow  Baeh  or  wliat  parts  ef 
mch  bonds  are  ineeoreraUe  and  kal  lo  Ae  Unilad 
States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Commitiee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  pelilion  of  Cornelia  Schoonmaker, 
widow  and  adminisirairiz,  acd  Peter  Harini 
Oreeo,  administrator  of  Zicbariah  Schoonmaker, 
deceased,  Iste  paymaster  of  the  second  regiment 
if  United  States  volunteer  ariillety;  and,  on  mc»- 
lioD  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  further  caasideratioD 
thereof  was  postponed  until  ihe  5th  day  of  March 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
waom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Harbaugh  and 
Potter;  and, in  concurrence  therewith,  the  peti- 
tioners had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands;  the  bill  providing  for  ibeCQrrec> 
lion  of  errors  in  making  enlties  of  land  at  the 
land  offices ;  and  ihe  bill  relative  to  the  Patent 
Office,  and  the  salsrv  of  the  supeiintendeat  there- 
of ;  were  respectively  read  the  second  lime. 

Mr.  RoBiBTs  presented  the  petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgiou,  praying 
payment  for  the  value  of  a  certain  boose  wuicn 
was  consumed  by  Sre,  whilst  in  the  occupation  of 
the  Qorernment  of  the  United  Staiei,  as  the  War 
Office  in  Ihe  City  of  WasbingtoD,  in  the  year 
I8D0,  as  ;<tated  in  the  pelilion;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Ibe  Committee  of  Claims. 


To  tht  StnaU  and  Hoot  of 

S^nMnmita  afthe  Vttiitd  Stat€t  .- 
I  trammit  to  Conrren,  for  Oisij  comideratiaD,  ap- 

Citions  which  havs  been  received  from  the  MiidataT 
dam  of  Pronia,  and  from  the  Senslon  of  the 
Free  and  Hsaaaatic  dliaf  of  Haubnrg  and  Bramen, 
die  object  of  which  ii|  Ibat  Ihe  advantages  secnred  1^ 
the  act  of  CoDfTcas  of  30th  April  last,  (o  the  veaseu 
and  meniundiee  of  the  Nethsriandt,  shonld  be  extend-' 
ed  to  dioae  oT  Pmsda,  Hsmbnrg,  end  Bremen.  It 
will  appear  flwn  tbeae  docnments,  tbat  the  vasaali  of 
Ok*  Vnned  Btatea,  and  the  merchandise  laden  in  tlum, 
ere,  in  die  ports  of  those  Goveraments,  Teapacti*cly 
endded  to  the  sane  advanlagea,  in  respect  to  imports 
and  duties,  as  those  of  the  native  subjects  of  the  eoun- ' 
trie*  thensaivei.  The  principle  of  reciprocity  appeara 
to  entitle  them  to  the  retam  of  the  some  fiivor,  on  the 
part  of  the  Doited  Btste^  and  t  recommend  it  to  Gon- 
KTMs,  diat  provision  to  that  effect  may  be  made. 

JAUEa  MONROE. 
Fiaauui  11,1819. 


miiiee  on  Foreign  Relniioos. 

The  following  Message  wasalso  receired  frviB 
the  Phbbideht  of  tbb  Uritsd  STaTSa: 


>yGoo^le 


m 


HMSoaET  ^  QQunamm, 


CoatHnf  7Vu  J«  i  iBliH««  i^  Wathington 


I  tnuMiMl  to  CongMM,  a  tmj.  of  alatlMfcamGtw- 
n«r  Bibb,  to  M^  Qeiienl  iukw*,  oMSMtod  «iifc 
■  IftM  nulitan  opentwu  in  Florida.    Thu  htUr 


ntof 

"**""'*  JAMES  MONROE. 

W^iiiaaTov,  ^cftrwor^  6,  1816. 

Tiie  MesHge  togelber  wilb  tbe  KccoDpaoyiBg 
IpUer,  were  read. 

Mr.  Wii.si>if  BubmUted  tbe  foUoiring  moiioB 
fbr  coDBideralioii : 

BaoM,  TbttlbBSecrvtar^afOiaSaiutapioetir*, 

J0i  the  DU  of  the  8«ii*le, eopici  rf  tha  manorial 

of  WiDiani  Jmea,  late  Preddant  of  ihs  Bank  of  tha 
Qnited  Stataa,  to  the  Hoaaa  of  RepnaentatiVM  of  tbe 
United  6tMN.  and  preaantad  to  that  body  on  the  Sth 
inalant,  wUk  the  docnaent*  annexed  tbento. 

The  bill  taakiDE  appropriations  to  carry  into 
effect  ireatiea  coDCiiided  with  several  ladiaQ  tribe* 
therein  mentioned,  waa  read  a  third  time,  and. 
pafsed. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Daniel  Peltibone  tm 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tb<  bill  entitled  "An  act  directiac  the  pay- 
mem  orcerlaio  bills  drawn  by  Geiiei;^l  Armstrong, 
in  fliTor  or  William  Morgan,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  rKouEiiTiK  presfiited  the  petition  orLab- 
e4oyere  de  Kermion,  of  the  State  of  LouisiaDa, 
praying  indemoityfor  losses  sustained  di 
invasion  of  said  State  by  the  enemy  in  I 
ter  of  1814-'15,  as  aiaied  in  tbe  peiiilon;  which 
waaread.and  referred  to  [heCommiiiee  of  Clai 
COASTlWa  TRADE. 

Tb»  SeaaW  r«iuoied  the  ewaidfleattM  af  the 
bill  "  attpplenenlary  to  tM  acu  caacainiog  tbe 
coutiog  trade. 

[Thia  bill  pcovidaan-l.  TkaU  fbr  the  staaa  conveni- 
ent  regnUlifto  of  the  eaaating  Inda,  the  awcoait  and 
aavifaUa  mara  of  the  United  Btatai  be  diridad  into 
finu  gfttX  disliicUi ;.  tbe  Grat  to  inclndi;  all  llie  diatncta 
Ml  tiie  aeacoait  and  na^nbla  liTcrar  nntaaaon  t]i* 
•aataoi  Smits  of  the  Uniud  Slalaa  and  the  iraatan 
limiti  nf  Bhode  Island ;  th»  *ac»od  to  indvla  all  the 
^tticti  baiwean  iIm  weateni  limita  of  Bhoda  Uand 


TlrginiK  and  tbe  aonlhem  limit*  of  GeoifiBi  an  . 

tarih  to  include  all  the  diatiicta  batwaan  th*  mar 
Pvdido  and  the  wealem  limiu  of  tha  nnit*d  Btatoa. 

IThat  aTcirahiporveaseloflhebwdaneftiMa^ 
toM  or  opwaid^  Ucaoaad  ta  trade  betwaao  tha  diflet- 
ent  djalricta  of  the  United  Statei^  ia  atilhoiiud  to  emj 
on  such  trade  between  tha  diatricta  inchided  within 
the  almasatd  great  diabicta  rc*^ti*e^,  ia  laaitneT. 
and  ralyact  oul*  to  tha  regulatton*  that  are  now  by 
law  required  to  be  obserredby  anch  ship*  or  Teasel*  in 
trading  bom  one  district  to  another  in  the  same  0late, 
or  from  a  district  in  one  Stata  to  a  district  in  the 
adjmning  Btate. 

S.  That  erary  abi^  or  vesael  of  the  burden  of  twen^ 
tona  or  upwards,  bcenied  to  trade  a>  aforeaaid,  *- 
nquirad,  in  trading  from  one  to  another  district,  . 
confbnn  to  and  obiwva  the  regulations  that,  at  the  time 


ofpaaBM  thi*  Mt,  anitWia^  W  ba^aanad  bf  mdi 
TeHaUinlndingfroDiadi*lnMi*«ia8t*ta  to  a  di»- 

ict  in  any  ether  than  an  B^oining  Stale. 

4.  That  the  trade  between  the  dutricl*  net  tncloded 
in  any  of  tha  fanr  great  diatricta  aiaMaid,  dtall  cmi- 
tinue  to  be  carried  on  in  the  manner,  and  mi^ttX  (o 
the  r^uUtions,  siready  provided  fbr  iht*  purpose.] 

Tbe  bill  reeeired  some  amendments,  not  affect- 
ing it*  principle,  and  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  rendiq^.  * 

mkrim  op  wASHiNoroN. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  coosideruioQ  of  lb* 
bill  for  tbe  erection  of  an  egueslriaa  stattia  of 
General  GaonQs  WaeBiHOron,  ia  the  Capitol 
square. 

Mr.  Otib  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  In  the  Sth 
day  of  March,  {va  r^ecl  it  ;J  which  motion  wu 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeaa  and  naji,  a* 
follows : 

Tu»-rMiF«i>.  Barbour)  Bwiilt  Criti«»daa,  TSaki- 
eraon,  Ewaa,  Lacoek,  l>a^a,  Mstcon,  Htorrow,  J(iAle» 
OUa,  Bnberta,  TaU^Taykr,  and  Wilwni— Uu 

Naxs— Meaara.  Daggett,  Eaton,  FOBaUH  JmUftc 
tin,  GuMaberongb.  Horsey,  BunteTi  Jobtuon,  Eing, 
nam,  Horn],  Sanfbrd,  Stokaa,  Storer,  Talbot,  Tick* 
anor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilhama  of  Tanneaiac  i  18. 

On  inotioa  of  Mr.  Dahobtt,  the  bkll  wu 
amended,  by  adding  a  piovisD,  int,  if  (be  tiMi-> 
dent  shoiild  find  that  the  monument  would  noat 
more  than  9150,000j  tbe  sum  apprMitiated.  b« 
should  opt  proceed  to  execuia  lb*  BAt,  &iU  m^ake  a 
report  of  the  estimated  cost  ta  the  neiuaesaioaof 
Coagress. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  tha 
bili,  a*  amended,  to  be  engrossed  aud  read  a  third 
time, and  decid«^  afiiimatively,  by  ysaaand  aaya, 


>  foiloi 
Ynaa--M*« 


t.  Barbenr.  BnoiU.  Cattwdeo,  Dag- 


_ labnaon.  King,  Leak*,  Mellaa,  Morrill  Oti*, 

Banfi>rd,  Stokaa^torer,  Talbot,  Thomaa,  Tidwaor, 
Tan  Dyke,  and  WiUiams  of  Tenneasee— S3. 

Naxs— Meaara.  Eaton,  Edwards  Enw^  fong^h, 
Lacook,  Macon,  Morrow,  Palmar,  Roberts,  Bugglea, 
Tait,  Taylor,  WUlUma  of  Misaisdppi,  aqd  WUaou— 14. 

FbidjlV,  Fehrauf  t2> 

Hx.  BWM,  fiun  Aa  Oammitfa  oa  Knioee, 

i«  whoaa  was  Mfaned  the  lili,  eniitM  "An  net 

piAvidiog  ad ditsanal  penal li*s  for  falaa  eattieaAr 
the  beoMi  of  drawtnnk,  or  botintf  on  azpoits* 
lion,"  N^ted  the  aame  witkont  araaadmaM; 
and  it  was  considered  as  in  Committee  f^  th* 
WlloU;  aad  no  amendment  liaiingi  heen  made. 
it  w«*  reported  to  the  Elouac,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  GoLsaBoaouoB,  framaihe  Oomiuite«  tt 
Claims,  10  whom  waa  referred  the  bill,  eatitUd' 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Harold  Smyth,"  reported 
tbe  same  without  ameadmeni. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  QoijaBoxaofla,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claim*,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Richard  I.  Jonas,  and  alao  th*  petiiioD.of 
Mary  Cassin,  were  diactiarged  from  the  fvttkei 
'  considcraHoB  thereof  reapeolively,  and  the  poti- 
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tiofWH  had  le«v«  i*  wilbilnw  itteir  pawn ;  *oi 
the  Mid  eommittee,  to  wkam  wn  Kwrred  ttte 
mfBorikl  of  JoMph  Kiilttnin,  irere  ^(charged 
from  the  hrther  eowidcniion  ihncof,  sad  it  vrea 
teferTcd  to  tlie  Comniltw  on  Voreigv  RelffloBi. 

Th«  bHI  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Brown,  nd 
otben,  WM  fead  the  Keond  liiae. 

Mr.  WiLaoR,  from  the  Commliiee  of  Claim*, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedojrere  de 
KerpioB;  aad~the  bill  wai  read,  aod  pasted  to 
itie  Keoint  readior. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Btobib, 

BetohBi,  That  tUt  President  of  the  United 
Slalei  be,  and  he  i*  berebj;,  reqaeeied  to  procure 


the  enema  of  jorndielioD  io  aad  over  each  rafli- 
tarjr  and  BaraT  riles  as  hare  been  or  m*f  be  jmr 
emcd  for  the  me  of  the  Xhitti  Biatea,  and  wnin 


hoBds  for  dotie*  on  meRBaDiin  imported  Into 
tbe  United  States,  vhieh  shaH  bare  become  pay- 
able and  remain  vvpaid  on  tbe  30th  daf  of  Sep- 
tember Bn([  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resnmed-ihe  eoneiderktton  of  the 
inmrt  of  ifae  Conmritteeof  Cleion,  to  whom  Wat 
referred  tbe  petition  of  Joseph  Lehbre;  where^ 
arraa,  on  raetien  by  Kr.  Jonmoitj  the  Qomininee 
of  CuuBM  were  instmeted  to  bnog  in  a  bill  an- 
AorfXtnf  tbe  SeereTsry  of  tbe  Treasury  to  pay  to 
the  petitiener  the  amoant  claimed,  or  bucIi  part 
thereof  as  may^  b^  mpported  by  saiisherory  eri* 
denee  that  the  property,  destroyed  was  tatcen  by 
the  authotiiy  «  the  commanding  ofteer,  and 
proTing  the  Wreral  artieles,  and  tbe  aoionnt 
thereof 

The  bill  10  erect  an  equestrian  statue  of  Qen- 
eral  Wkshingtoa,  in  tbe  Ca|iiiol  square.  Was  read 
«  third  time;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rcoqlbb. 
d»l  the  forth ereonslderattdD  thereof  be  poaiponed 
Bfitfl  the  5th  day  of  HSareh  next,  it  wai  dete^ 
mined  in  the  negallre— yeat  13,  nays  3'  '- 
follows: 

Tkas  Messra.  Ellon,  Edwsr^  Eppe*.  Lacock, 
HaeoB,  HoRDW,  Noble,  Otii,  Roberts,  Bu|(la<^  T*y- 
lor,  WlHaoti  of  Mivfarip^  mad  VHiMtt. 

Nits— Hesni.  Bubanr,  Bunill,  Urittenden,  Cif- 


1  Dyke,  aad 


On  ihe  meaiion,  "  Shall  this  bUl  pass  f*  it  was 
determfaed  in  tbeaHrmaiire.  Bo  it  was  resolTed, 
that  this  bill  pau,  and  that  the  tiile  thereof  be. 
"An  net  to  erect  an  equestrttD  slaine  of  Qenernl 
WashiMton  in  the  Capitol  tqtmre." 

Tbe  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
nietion  of  yesterday,  for  procuring  for  the  use  of 
IheSeiitite^^^eanjes  of  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Jones,  to  tbe  Honae  of  Representatives,  with 
the  docnments  annexed  thereto;  and  the  olnok 
having  been  filled  with  "five  hundred,"  on  the 
question, to  agree  thereto,'it  wiu  determined  in 
the  negatire. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideiaiioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Commiitee  on  Pensions,  in  the  case 


of  Peter  Pnuebeo ;  and  the  fbrther  eonldemttott 
thereof  was  postponed  no  til  Monday  neXi. 

Tbe  bill  etfpplementary  to  the  acts  cooeenhc 
'«  ciMsiiBg  trade  w«s  read  a  third  time,  nid 
Kwed. 

The  Senate  reenmed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  eolttted  "Ati 
act  concerning  invalid  pensloDs;"  and  the  fonhet 
coasideiMJeti  thereof  wis  postponed  antit  Hon* 

-"' «. 

.  .^  Senate  resumed,  as^iu  Commlnee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  Mil,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rditf  of 
Cennie  anil  Fonyth,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of 
Claiths ;  nd  the  iraendmeot  having  been  s^^reed 
to,  I  he  Mil  waa  reported  to  tbe  Roose  amended; 
and  (he  MneadtBeoi  being  contoncd  in,  itms 
ordered  (o  be  engrossed,  and  the  b^  be  read  a 
third  ihse  as  amended. 

-  Tbe  Senate  tetaned,  ae  in  Commttice  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ait 
set  ite  the  relief  of  Adam  Kingsley^  Thomas 
PreDeh,iad  OharleeS.'LeonBtd  ;"  and  nevmend- 
menl  liavliq>  been  aaade,  the  bill  was  reperred  10 
ifae  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  ibird  reading. 

Mr.  Cmmnwni  presented  tbe  petition  of  Ar- 
ohibiM  FAs,  praying  for  a  pension  in  cevsider*- 
tien  of  servleee  reirdered  during  the  Reviriiiiion- 
■ry  war,  at  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read  and  refened  to  tbeOommiUee  on  Pensions. 
Mr.  Ona  presented  the  memorial  of  Benjamin 
Dcarhora,  pttjing  Congress  to  take  into  eodsid- 
eralioa  an  iBventtm  for  propetliag  wheel  cnrri* 
ages,-wUoh  would  insure  greater  stoutity  against 
robbery,  and  promote  celerity  of  movement,  M 
stated  in  the  memertal ;  which  was  read,  and  n- 
ferted  to  the  Commrtiee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

The  P>aaii»trT  eoumnntcated  the  petition  of 
William  ChiTvia,  of  ihe  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing a  grant  of  one  buodred  seree  of  land,  for  rea- 
sons Elated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnbito  Lands. 

The  Beoaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  eatiUed  "An 
aeifoT  (he  relief  of  Henry  Divis;"  and  no  amend- 
neni  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  rcaamed,  As  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  Ihe  consideratw»-«f  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Beojamin  Pool;"  and  no 
amendment  baring  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Seoale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideiaiioo  of  tbe  bill,  entiiled  "An 
act  to  lacotporaie  a  company  to  bnitd  a  bridge 
over  the  Saltern  Branch  of  Potomac,  from  the 
sonihern  termioatioo  of  Eleventh  street  east,  in 
the  City  of  Wasbingion;  and  the  further  con- 
sideralion  thereof  was  postponed  Id,  aid  made  the 
order  of  the  day  fOr,  Monday  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  la  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
the  claim  of  Alexander  Macomb  to  a  itapt  u 
land  In  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  tbe 
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Boom,  ind  ordered  to  be  engroued  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  reiumed,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDgideraiion  of  ihe  hill  for  the  relief 
of  B.  and  P.  Joardao,  brothers;  and  no  ameed- 
nent  having  been  made,  it  wai  repotted  to  ibc 
Hobie,  and  ordered  to  be  CDgrossed  uid  read  i 
third  lime.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  a*  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  ibebill,«nlilled  "An 
act  cODcetninc  the  hein  and  legatees  ol  Thomas 
Turner,  deeeued }"  and  ihe  further  consideratii 
thereof  was  postpoDc' 
the  daf  for,  Monday 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  (be 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Michael  Hogan;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  o- 
dered  to  be  engroMed  and  read  a  third  lime. 

The  Senate  renimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbol^  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Edward  McCarty ;  and  no  amend- 
ment  haring  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  tbe 
House,  and  ordered  to  m  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  lime. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  ReprcscDtaiiTei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  pused 
the  bill  which  originaled  in  tbe  Senate,  entitled 
"An  net  lo  increase  the  eateries  of  eeruiii  officers 
of  OoTernmeni,"  with  amendmentj;  in  which 
thejr  request  the  concurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 
The;  have  passed  a  bill,  enliiled  "An  act  for  tbe 
relief  of  Joseph  Wbeaton ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  aci  makiog  appropriations  for  the  aapport  of 
GoTernmenl,  for  the  year  1810;"  in  which  bills 
ther  reqaeit  tbe  eoncarrenoa  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  tbe 
second  rending. 

The  amendments  of  tbe  Honsc  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ineiease  ihe 
sakrie*  of  certain  t^cers  of  Oovernmeni,"  were 
read;  and  tbe  fnriher  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  tbe  day  for, 
Tuesdav  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  a*  in  Committee  of  ifae 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Jacob  Purkbill ;  and  the  furtber  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesdar  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoHDAY,  Februar;  15. 

Mr.  Eppeb,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
nported  a  bill,  furtber  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  lo  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  Kcood  day  of 
March,  1799;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  ibe  second  reading. 

The  PnESiDENT  comtnunicaied  ihe  memorial 
of  the  Society  of  the  Slate  of  Delaware,  for  ibe 
promotion  of  American  manufaciares,  praying 

{iroteciioDi  and  tbe  memoiial  was  read,  and  re- 
erred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
afac  tares. 

The  pRBBiDEHT  alto  communicated  the  gene- 
ral account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates. 


from  the  first  of  Januiry,  1SI7,  to  the  first  of  Salj, 
1818,  as  abo  tbe  accounts  of  tbe  War  and  Navy 
DepertmeDii,  from  the  first  of  October,  1817,  to 
Ihe  first  of  October,  1818,  togetbsr  with  the  re- 
ports thereon ;  wbicb  were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  wax  referred  tbe  memorial  of  Vincent 
Oram,  of  BuSalo,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Vincent  Orant;  and  the  report  and  bill 
were  read,  and  the  bill  pasted  to  the  seAad 
reading. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Labedoyere  £ermion 
was  read  the  second  time. 


Boohed,  That  the  Libru;  Comniittea  be  instntct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  tbe  pioprie^  of  Autlm  extendi^ 
the  prJTilege  of  using  tbe  books  in  tbe  Iiibruj  of  Oon- 
(ftesfc 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jb> 
seph  Wbeaton,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Ooveroment  for  tbe  jrfst 
1819,"  was  read  the  seeond  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  revive  tbe  power  of  the  Commi»- 
sionerG,  for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claiuM 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling 
the  claims  to  land  at  Oreen  Bay  and'  Prairie  da 
Chien,  in  tbe  Territory  of  Miehigao,  waa  read 
(be  second  time. 

The  bill,  enliiled  "An  not  for  the  relief  of 
Adam  Eingsiy,  Thomas  French,  and  Charles  S. 
Leonard,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hen- 
ry Davis,"  wss  read  t  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbebill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin Pool,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled.  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Kenzje  and  Forsyth,"  was  re^  a  third  lime,and 
passed  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  additional 
peoaliies  for  false  entries  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
iMck  or  bounty  on  eapoitaiion,"  was  read  a  third 


time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  confirming  t 

Macomb  to  a  tract  of  land  In  iba  Territory  of 


t  the  claim  of  Alezmndet 


Michigan  Wfts  read  a  third  iime,Bnd  paased. 

The  bill  for  the  jelief  of  B.  and  P.  Joanl 
brothers,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiekacl  Hi^an  w» 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  McCartr 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  VicB  Paesioent  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing retired  from  tbe  Cfaalr,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  tbe  election  of  a  Presideni,  pro  tempon;  when 
Mr.  BsRBODR,  of  Virginia,  was  duly  elected,  and 
took  tbe  Chair  accordingly,  from  whence  h» 
made  bis  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate  for  lh» 
hoDor  conferred  on  him. 

On  moiioo  of  Mr.  Bdhrill,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Secretary  wait  upon  ibePresIdent  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  election  of 
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tion  lo  tha  Hoom  of  Rcpm»uiiT«i. 

A  mtMgp  from  ihe  Hooae  of  ReprnenuiircB 
informed  ibe  Seaais  that  the  Uoum  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  cODcerniiig  tbe  allawaoce 
of  panuoiH  Qpon  a  reliaqnisliiiient  of  bounty 
lands;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  aei  for  the  relief  of 
Ueniy  Batman;"  and  a  leeolatioa  for  the  ap- 
pointmeiu  of  a  joint  oommittee,  to  ioqKUe  into 
aad  repoti  wbai  tabjeeu  it  will  be  [woper  to  act 
OB  donitg  the  preienl  eenion ;  id  wnieh  bilk  and 
reeolniioa  they  leqnett  the  eoncamoee  of  the 
Seoate. 

The  two  bilU  aud  recolutioo  lait  mentioned 
were  read,  and  paesed  to  Ibe  eeeond  reading. 

On  motion  bf  Mr.  Wilbom,  the  taid  resolution 
was  read  the  aecood  time  by  unnoimous  consent, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and,  DO  ameDdmeai  baring;  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Uouie,  powd  to  r  third  reading, 
and  was  read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous  cooseoi. 
and  patted ;  and  Messrs.  Bokbill,  Mohbow,  ana 
Qaillaud,  were  appointed  the  eommittee  oo  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideralion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ut  to  incorporaia  a  eompanr  to  build  a  bridge 
over  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Poiomac,  from 
the  tonthern  termination  of  EleTenih  street  east, 
in  the  City  of  Waahiogton;"  and,  the  hill  haring 
been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoate,  and 
the  amendiDeats  ordNed  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideraiien  of  the  bill  making  fur' 
ther  proritioa  for  the  tale  of  the  public  lands ; 
and,  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  further 
coQtideralioB  thereof  waspoetponed  to,  and  made 
the  Older  of  the  day  for,  Wednesdaf  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  u  in  Commttiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
•ct  eonceraing  the  heirs  and  legatees  of  Thomas 
Turner,  deeCMed ;"  and,  no  amendment  baring 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  it 
passed  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  the  coasideratioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
net  concerning  inralid  pentioni ;"  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Men. 
darnexL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoDiideraiioD  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
o^aniution  of  the  Military  Academy;  and  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  nnlii 
Thursday  nexL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  repeal 
pul  of  an  act  passed  on  the  27ih  day  of  Febrnn- 
rj,  1813,  entitled  "An  net  in  addition  to  an  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Bsiabliahment ;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Friday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
he  location  of  certain  sections  of  lands,  to  be 


granted  for  the  seat  of  governmenl  in  the  SU(e 
of  Indiana;  and,  no  amendment  haring  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Mouse,  and  ordered 
to  be  eogrossed,  end  read  e  third  lime. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  allowing  further  time  to  complete  the  issaing 
and  locating  of  military  land  warrants}"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported 
lo  the  House,  and  passed  lo  a  third  resdiaff. 

Mr.  QoLDBBOBODOB,  from  the  Commiltee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Lefebre;  nod  the  bill  was  rvd,BDd  pasted  to  the 
second  reading. 

Tdisoit,  February  16. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Muon,  the  Commiiiee  on 
Foreign  Relatione,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Joeeph  Crittman,  were  diseharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  it  wae  re> 
ferred  to^he  Seeretery  of  Stale,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  lo  the  Senate. 

Hr.  Uaooh,  from  the  Commiltee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  "An  act 
eoneerniog  tonnage  and  ditcriminniing  duties  in 
certain  cases;"  and  the  hill  was  rend,  and  paeeed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Hr.  WiLLtAifa,  ot  Mississippi,  preMOted  tha 

Klition  of  John  Linton,  of  the  eitf  of  New  Or* 
lOs,  praying  the  eonflrmation  of  his  claim  to  a 
certain  lot  of  ground,  as  stated  in  tka  petition; 
which  was  rend. 

Hr.  RonanTa  presented  the  memorial  of  die 
Select  and  Common  Coaneils  of  Ihe  city  of  Phl- 
Indelpbia,  praying  an  cremption  from  duty,  on 
Ibe  importation  of  certain  casi-iron  ||ipet,  to  be 
substituted  in  place  of  wooden  pipes,  at  present 
used  for  the  purpose  of  watering  Ihe  city ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finnnce. 

Hr,  R.  alto  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Smith  sod  others,  praying  compensation  for  prop- 
erty of  which  they  were  wrongfully  dispotteeted 
by  Ihe  euthoriiy  of  France,  and  for  the  detention 
of  it  from  the  year  1807,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Ihe  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  to  consider  end  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  K)H<i  presented  the  petition  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  residing 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  deprecating  the  abro- 
gation of  the  bank  charter,  and   praying   that 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Drcs,  the  Commil- 
tee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peli- 
tloQ  of  William  Leogston,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  coosideration  thereof;  and  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  hit  petition. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  al- 
lowance of  pensions,  upon  a  reliDqaisbraeni  of 
bounty  lands,"  was  read  the  teeond  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  oo  Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled   "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
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Krarr  Bftinaii  wu  nad  tlw  weond  (ibc,  aid 
nimni  to  Ibe  CsMmitMe  on  PaUic  Ludt. 

TIm  bill  f»r  Ibe  mltef  of  Vineuit  Onnt  wu 
read  the  seeotid  tinae. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  JMcpb  L«f«bt«  was 
rMd  ibc  Bteood  lime. 

The  Beuue  msated  the  nmaidenliMi  of  (he 
npoit  of  tha  OoomiUBe  on  Peanoiu,  (o  whom 
waa  rcfetMd  die  «ae  of  Peter  Fra^Mo;  asd 
the  fnrtlwr  ooMHdentitiB  tfaneof  waa  fit»t])«ied 
until  Hosdar  next. 

Tha  Senate  reamned,  at  in  Cotnnittee  of  the 
Whole,  tbavoMideRWioa  of  (he  bill,  cMitled  "Aa 
act  aotbtirizing  Ibe  Poatmasier  Qenend  to  con- 
tract, as  io  other  caua,  Cor  caTryiDg  (he  mail  in 
■teamboBtt  beiween  New  OrteaDs,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiaoa.  and  LoniariHe,  in  the  state  of  Keotoe- 
kf;"  togMMf  W  iib  ibaaMtDdmeo  l  reported  (bareto 
'  r  the  Commiitae  on  the  Poet  Ofice  and  Port 


br  the 

Boada; 


;  and  the  farther  conaitavtioD   there(»f 

was  poatponcd  until  Friday  iMXt. 

Hr.  Tan  Dua,  from  the  Committte  on  Pea- 
bIods,  to  whom  was  rrfenad  the  petttion  of  Ar> 
chibald  Fella,  Made  BTepott  aocom|Ms4«d  by  a 
reaoliitioB,  that  the  petiiionet  have  laaTe  to  wub- 
draw  his  petHion.  Tbt  report  Mid  retolntioD 
were  read,  couidend,  and  agtcad  to. 

Mr.  Stokbs,  from  ihe  CommitKo  oa  the  Poai 
Ofice  BDd  Post  Koadi,  to  wham  vat  refeiead  a 
feaolation  of  the  Seuie  of  the  4tb  iMtrat,  ia- 
•irfloiing  them  "(oiBqaire  into  the  axpedieiiey 
of  BMfaorizfng  tbe  PaetiBBBWr  Gkaeral  to  amitlojr 
ao  armed  guard  for  protection  of  the  oaails^ir  the 
Unilad  Staiea,  oo  each  Bail  roaiaa  ai  he  may 
doem  neeeeMry,"  laada  a  report,  aceompaniad 
by  the  folloteiog  restdodon; 

Saoletd,  Aat  it  it  nel  upedient  to  mttaottsa  the 
Poatmuter  (3enenl  to  employ  an  armed  gnnd  fci  die 
proleetioa  ^themub  of  the  VdIImI  Slatei. 

Tbe  report  and  rcsoluiioa  were  read. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  coDsideration  of  tbe 
amendments  of  the  House  of  RepieseotatiTei  to 
the  bit!,  entiited  "Aa  act  to  iaarea»  the  ularies 
of  certain  oESeera  of  Ooremment." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  that  the  said 
amendments  be  referred  lo  a  aelect  eommillee, 
with  instmctioiis  "to  proride  for  an  increate  ot 
the  niarles  of  the  district  jadgea,"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negfttife^ycas  16,  nays  91,  as 
follows ; 

TaAs— Meatrt-  Crittenden,  DioLenoii,  Edwanla, 
TtvBf,  GaUlaid,  Laceclu  Macoo,  Noble,  Palmer,  Bng- 
KM*,  Biokee,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomai,  Wniisma  of 
Miaaiaaip^  and  WUmmi. 

Nai»— Meaara.  Bubonr,  BariiB,  Daggett,  Ealan, 
Fronentin,  Ooldibonagb,  Honey,  Hnnter,  Tohoaan, 
King,  Leeke,  Mdlen,  Morril,  Olia,  Bobarta,  Sanfard, 
BtMer,  Tait,  nekenor.  Tea  B:fte,  and  WlUiemj  of 
Tenaeeeae. 

On  the  qnestion  lo  agree  lo  the  secoad  Bmeod- 
menl  proposed,  aa  follows: 

Une  9.  After  tha  word  "doUara,"  inaert,  "to  tbe 
Chief  Joatice  of  the  Daited  Statea,  five  thooaand  dol- 
Isn ;  and  to  each  of  the  Judge*  of  tha  Soareme  Court 
of  the  United  Statet,  four  tboneaiid  fl*e  handrad  dol- 
lar* ;  and  to  the  Ataiatent  Poatmtater  Oeneral,  and 
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It  was  deiernlBed  ta  iba  aSr«Btie«— yea*  SI, 
nays  17,  aa  foHowi : 

TBI*— Meaars.  Barkenr,  Bona,  Daff(*tt>  Treu- 
eatin,  QaHIard,  Oeldabenagh,  Heie^,  Banter,  Mu- 
aan.  King,  Leake,  MeDen,  Otie,  wjg^ee,  leaiM, 
Bbwer,  Tail,  Themae,  Tkbeaor,  Tea  Dyke,  u4  WU- 
Haina  ofTenneaaee. 

Vxn  MeawM.  OrtttealM),  Diaheiwrn,  Eaten,  Zi- 
waiida.  Bomb,  LecMfc,  Mbeaa,  IUrU,  Mowew.  NeHe, 
Palmar,  ftbecta,  SbAieB,  Talbot,  T^ler,  WMUaawef 
MiMJaJH^,  and  Witua. 

The  other  amendment*  having  been  agreed  lo, 
it  was  reaolTcd,  that  the  Senate  eeacar  in  all  the 
amendment*  of  the  Honse  of  RepreaentatrTee  to 
said  bill. 

The  amendments  to  the  blli,  entitled  "An  act 
to  JBcorpotaie  a  eompay  to  build  a  bridge  orer 
the  Bastera  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  between 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  iireels  east,  io  tbe  Gity 
DfWaBbiDgton,"b«Ting  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee cone"' "  -  -•  -.--•-"■  —  _..  .  . 
third  lime,  I 

The  bill  eotiiled  "An  act  coneeraiof  tbe  helft 
and  legatees  of  Thomas  Tnraer,  deceased,"  wa* 
read  a  third  lime,  and  peased. 

The  billeniiiled  "An  act  allowing  further  time 
to  complete  the  issaiog  and  loeBttDr  of  mllitaiTy 
tend   warraniB,"  was    read   a   third   time,   aad 

The  bill  respecting  the  location  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  lands  to  be  granted  for  the  aeat  of  gor- 
ernmeoi  in  the  State  of  IndiaBa,  was  reai  Ihe 
third  tine,  and  pamed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cmsideratioa  of  the 
moiion  of  yesterday,  for  instrueting  tbe  Lttirary 
Committee  to  ioqaire  into  the  pisjitiety  of  (m- 
tber  extendntg  Ibe  prfTllege  of  usiag  Ibe  boefea 
in  the  Library  of  Coogresa,  and  ^Teed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Ceramitlee  nl  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  for  ibe  relief 
of  Pierre  Denta  de  la  Roade;  aad  no  amcnd- 
meat  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  i«  ifae 
Hotiae,  and  ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  aad  read  a 
third  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Coinmittee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  Doasidetation  of  tbe  WH  to  tegnlate 
Ibe  pay  ef  the  anar  when  einployed  on  Aitigae 
doty ;  and  no  amendment  bavmg  been  made,  it 
wtiB  reiwrted  lo  the  Hoose,  and  ordered  lobe  en- 
grosatd,  and  read  a  iblrd  time. 

The  Beaate  resomed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbele,  the  coneiileratlon  of  the  bill  for  ifae  reUef 
of  Rees  Rill ;  and  no  ameitdraent  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  eni 

TbeS 

Whole,  the  conaideratioD  of  the  bill  for  Ihe  relief 
of  the  heira  and  legal  repreaentatives  of  niehoJaa 
Treetand,  deceased ;  aed  no  amendment  harmg 
been  made,  il  was  reported  Io  Ibe  Hoaae,  ana 
ordered  lo  be  eogrossed,  and  read  a  ihitd  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  aa'in  Cointaittee  of  the 
Whole,  Ihe  eonsideration  of  (be  bill  anthorixiBg 
the  purchase  of  live-oak  (imber  for  naval  par- 


msroBF  or  gonokibs. 
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pcMt;  ul  ntt  anendBMBt  fecriag  bvm  M«d«,  tt 
«U  nMrt«d  to  lh«  Hmsej  ud  ordered  to  Im  «•- 
ITOMM,  and  rMri  ■  ibird  timo. 

Tbe  Scmie  reffMied,  is  in  OommittM  of  the. 
Wh^,  the  wDMiMniiao  of  tte  bill,  SBtiiM  "An 
Mt  far  ib«  Klief  of  Tbomat  Hall  intoy ;"  aad 
no  ameadiiMat  baViag  bMD  and 
tt  tW  Hamt,  aad  otdered  to  h 
Tcad  a  ibird  tino. 

Tbe  BenM  Twtimed,  as  in  Coanittoe  of  ib« 
Wbole,  ibe  mmfdetatioD  of  ibe  bill,  eaiitted  "Aa 
aainak(D{jm»iisie<a  foriba  elain  of  M.  Foirey  j" 
aad  BO  ■mradment  faanac  bean  made,  ii  «nw 
raported  to  the  Hease,  aaiT  it  pawed  to  a  tblid 
reading. 

Tb«  Sman  reramed,  ■■  in  Ootaaktee  of  tbe 
Wbole,  tbe  eoasideralloit  of  tbe  bill,  eailtled  "  Aa 
•el  BM^iDf  prerltfon  (or  Ibe  olaim  of  H.  do  Vi- 
•aae ;"  aad  ae  BDHtfdueat  having  been  made^  it 
Was  reported  to  the  Home,  and  pasted  to  a  ibird 
lead  tug. 

Tbe  Sankle  reiMned,  «■  in  Oommltiea  of  tbe 
Wlwle,  the  eODtidefaiioD  of  the  bHl  fer  the  Telief 
of  Qabriel  Qodfroy ;  aad  oo  amendmeat  baring 
be«n  made,  it  wis  teponed  lo  tbe  H«um,  aoi 
ordered  10  be  engroewd  and  read  a  third  time. 

"Ke  SenaK  remmed,  as  ia  Oonaittca  of  the 
iniole,  tbe  ooaaideMtloB  of  the  bUI  (br  the  rriW 
ofNaihaaFord;  BDdiioaBMaidnMDthaTiDgbeea 
■aade,  it  wai  reported  to  At  Home,  and  ordered 
to  b«  eaemiM«d-aad  read  a  iblrd  time. 

Tbe  Semite  manwd,  aa  in  Ooanttim  of  the 
Wtaote,  Ike  eonndenUen  of  the  bill  for  the  rellaf 
«f  David  Henley ;  and  no  ammdment  haviag 
bees  mad^  it  wib  repotiod  la  ib«  HogM,  ana 
ortoMd  to  be  engrasacd  and  read  a  third  tiaie. 

Tbe  Bevale  mumed,  ai  in  Committee  of  tlw 
Whole,  Ibe  eonsidaratioa  of  tbe  bUI  to  antharisc 
Wittiam  Pvont  to  tmiliuie  a  (nil  in  e^oliy  before 
Ibe  eirnit  court  ftr  tb«  Dittrtei  of  Gotnmbia, 
agaimt  tbe  SnperititeBdanl  of  ibe  PoUie  Arild- 
iSf^  aad  to  dlieet  a  dcfenea  therrin  g  and  the  Ull 
having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  lo  tbe 
Heme  i  and  tbe  amendmeai  being  eosnirred  in, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eagroeeed  aad  read  a 
third  line. 

WisnEBDJiT,  Febiuair  17^ 
The  PiBBiaamr  eomianniBaud  a  iMter  fron 
JoRX  Foaay-TH,  noiiffiog  the  teeignatiea  of  hit 
■eat  in  the  Senate ;  and  the  letter  was  read  ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  tbe  President  wa*  re- 
qnested  to  notify  the  EKceative  of  the  State  of 
Oeargia,  of  tbt*  reiigaatioB. 

Tbe  bill  further  tupplcmentarr  to  an  act,  ea- 
tilled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 


on  impons  and  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  2d  day 
of  Uareb,  1799,  was  read  the  seeaad  tine. 
The  nil  in  addition  to  "An  act  oooeeraiog 


Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An   act   far  the   relief  of 
Thomas  Hall  Jetvey"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

Thebill,eatitlod  "Aanctawkiiig provision  for 


tbe  ehiim  of  M.  Poirey"  was  read  a  third  lia^ 
and  pasoed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  making  proviaioa 
for  the  elaim  of  M.  de  Tienne"  was  read  a  ifaird 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RcprasentaiiTta 
informed  tbe  Senate  (hat  tbe  Hoose  have  pasaed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  net  to  aatborice  the  people  of 
tbe  Hissonii  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  aad 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  ^  aueh 
Slate miotbe.Unionoa  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  State*;"  and  also,  a  bill,  euitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  telief  of  Patrick  Callan  j"  in  whiefa 
bills  they  request  tbe  eoaoarreaee  of  the  Semt*. 

The  two  bills  last  mantioned  were  raa^  and 
pamed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taibot,  the  blU  to  anihoit- 
ize  the  people  oi  the  Mijsoari  Territory  to  Emm 
a  eonstitatien  and  State  gonraOMH  WM  nad 
tbe  HMoad  time,  by  aneaimoos  oenseni,  mt  n^ 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  iha 
Xjegtslative  Couoeil  and  House  of  RepreKhU- 
lives  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  admit- 
sfon  into  die  Daion  a*  a  Stat*. 


mraitlee  of  the  Whole,  the  •  _ 
aideniios  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  WiltiaA 
and  lanea  Oraohs ;  nod,  ea  woiioo,  it  (fas  ra- 
ferred  to  the  Commiltea  on  Finance. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  reltef  of  Pierra  Denis  de  Ife 
Bonde  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed. 

The  btll  to  regulate  the  pay  of  tba  army,  wbek 
employed  on  fatigue  duty,  was  rend  a  third  tint, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Roes  HtH  tns  takd 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legKl 
repreeeatatives  of  Niaholai  Treeland,  dectaaM, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorlaing  tbe  parehase  of  live  oalc 
limber  for  naval  purposes  was  read  a  third  tiaa, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qabrlel  Oodflroy  mb 
read  a  third  trine,  and  pasaad. 

Tbe  bill  to  authorise  William  Proat  to  iastt- 
lni«  a  hill  la  «lo!Iy  before  (he  drenJt  court  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  agninel  Ibe  Superinie*- 
dent  of  PnUic  Buildings,  and  to  direct  a  defene* 
thereio,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford  wia 
resd  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  David  Henley  w«a 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

COHMTTTSE  ON  TBE  SEMINOLE  WAB. 

Mr.  Ljiooce  submitted  the  following  motion : 

£MDfa«<  That  a  member  be  added  lo  lbs  eamaiitlse 
slisady  ^^ointed  on  Ibe  antgeet  of  the  Seminola  wsi; 
in  the  [dsce  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Fouitb,  who  bM 
reoentlj  been  ■mx'ti't'^  *^  >  foreign  missiini. 

After  ooosideTable  debate,  Mr.  Eatok  moved 
to  postpone  the  motion  to  ihe  5th  day  of  March 
next,  [to  defeat  it,}  on  the  gronnd  that  it  would 
be  an  nnneetseary  eonsiunption  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  if  not  a  deviation  from  the  line  c^  its 
duty,  to  enter  at  ihia  hie  period  of  the  aession 
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iato  an  inrwl)g«iion  and  debate  on  ihit  *Qbjflet, 
which,  after  a  debate  of  uaexaoipled  length,  had 
tican  totcniDly  decided  on  in  ihe  Hoase  of  Rep' 
reMDtatiTes.  To  thii  il  was  replied,  ihal  nolli- 
iag  more  was  proposed,  id  this  iDBtaaec,  than 
waa  on  other  oceaaioDs  ooDsidered  aa  matter  of 
■coarie.  Whea  an  inqoiry  ioio  the  coaducc  of  a 
public  officer  or  officers,  wa*  a.<ked  from  a  le- 
apectabla  source,  it  was  iDvariabljr  KrintBd;  and 
it  would  be,  it  was  aaid,  no  more  ihaa  eonsisteot 
-with  setf-reapect,  to  proaeeuie  to  some  result  the 
•inquiry  aiteady  commenced  ia  ibis  ease.  Tbi 
iinotiaa  to  postpone  was  negatived,  by  yeaa  and 
oaya,  SI  to  16,  as  follows: 

Vtis— Mmvs.  GritUndsn,  DUker«>n,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Fromantin,  JohnaMi,  King,  Laake,  Morrow, 
Otis,  Boggle*,  SaniciTd,  Stokea,  Storer,  William  of 
HiaaLMippi,  and  Wilaon. 

Niifr—Masara.  Barbour,  Borrill,  DaggeU,  E{^«a, 
OaiUaid,  GoUaborwigh,  HorMj,  Hnntw,  Lacook, 
Maoon,  Hellan,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roberta,  Tait,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Tbooat,  Tidwnor,  Tan  Dyke,  and  Willianu 
of  Tennaaaaa. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Laoooe  to  Gil  up  iha  com- 
mitte«  was  opposed,  and  of  Mr.  Baton  to  poat- 
■ane  the  proceeding*,  was  supported  by  Mewra. 
Dria,  EaTon,  and  Fbohintiki  on  the  oiharside 
were  He^rt.  LaoocK,  Effbb,  Bdbrill,  Talbot, 
QoLDBBORODaH,  >nd  Uaoon.  It  waa  contended 
b^  the  former,  (hat,  without  deciding  upon  the 
light  of  the  Senate,  abstractly,  to  institute  in- 
quiries into  the  conduct  of  pnblic  officers,  or  Co 
sxercise  a  censorial  power  in  other  cases  iban 
those  of  impeachment,  il  was  aufficieai  to  show 
that,  in  this  instance,  sueb  an  inierference  would 
be  entirely  ineipedient.  For,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  commandiDg  officer  in  the  Seminole  war 
bid  bean  atleast  excused  by  the  Freaideai  of  the 
United  States,  and  thai,  so  far  as  that  general 
officer  waa  censored,  there  was  no  dtflerenoe  be- 
tween prerioD*  orders  and  a  aubsequant  exeoM 
or  justification.  In  either  case,  the  mantle  of 
hb  auperiot  effieer  waa  a  acreen  for  him;  and,  if 
the  EiecQiiTe  gorernment  had  thus  assumed  the 
nsponaibility  without  sufficieni  moiircs  and  lea- 
aons,  persona  other  than  General  Jackson  might 
-be  held  to  answer  before  the  Seoaie  in  another 
eapBcily,and  thai  this  body  might  ihus  be  placed 
in  a  situation  of  embarrassment,  uafaforaLde  to 
a  just  and  imparilal  discharge  of  judicial  duties. 
Thai  if  this  were  itue  in  ordinary  cases,  it  waa 
most  emphaiieally  so  in  ihe  present  instance. 
The  House  of  Represenuiires  was  ihe  great 
inquest  and  Constitutional  accuser  of  the  nation. 
And,  after  a  most  laborious  Invtstiffaiion  and 
debate,  had  decided  in  TaTOr  of  a  nol.  prot.  It 
would  seem  then  to  betray  a  great  eagerness  to 
exercise  the  faculty  of  censure  aod  condemna- 
tion, to  pursue  a  supposed  delinquent  after  that 
House  had  rejected  a  bill  of  iDdiclmeni.  The 
Senate  wonld  be  placed  in  an  nofavorable  and 
ondigniBed  attitude— be  chargeable  with  a  spirit 
of  persecutioit,  and  would  separate  themsefres, 
not  only  from  Che  Mouse  of  RejpreBeniaiiTee,  but 
from  the  people,  and  Jxcite,  in  favor  of  the  priu- 
eipal  pany,  feeling*  of  aympathy  that  would  de- 


feat  tba  object  of  cxiiibiliag  the  triumph  of  ibe 
eiril  over  the  military  power.  Many  remulw 
were  also  added  to  show  that  to  refuse  to  Gil  up 
the  committee,  or  to  postpone  generally,  or  to 
discha^e  the  committee,  were  equivalent  mo- 
tions, and  all  in  perfect  eonfotmiiy  with  eorr«at 
and  dignified  proceedings. 

On  the  other  band,  the  filling  up  the  commit* 
tee  was  supported  and  the  postponement  rflsiahid, 
upon  the  suggestion  that  the  committee,  after 
making  process  in  their  inquiries,  and  after 
much  laborious  research,  and  after  a  majority 
of  ihem  were  agreed  on  many  points,  were  divi- 
ded upon  others,  and  that  the  Senate  waa  bound 
by  the  respect  due  to  itself  to  fill  op  the  Taoaaey 
and  not  stifle  the  report ;  and  ibat  afterwards, 
upon  a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  if  it 
shonld  be  offered,  conclusive  reasons  should  ba 
shown  BgainM  that  measure.  Te  decline  i» 
placing  a  member,  whose  seniimeols  were  known 
to  be  uofavorable  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Sen^ 
nole  war,  and  who  had  received  an  Biecniire 
appoiatment,  would  be  to  expose  the  motives  of 
the  Bxee«liva  to  mtsconslraotion.  That  tba 
Senate  poaseawd  a  concurrent  right  with  lb* 
Houie  of  Representative*  to  originate  aay  Ibtm- 
ligation  inio  the  proceedings  of  publiaoffioer*. 
or  the  conduct  of  public  afiairs.  and  waa  hMU 
as  an  iudependent  branch  of  the  Legislature  lo 
discharge  its  duty,  without  any  reference  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  to  which  all  alluaioaB 
were  un parliamentary  and  improper.  It  was 
denied  (o  be  the  oorreot  doctrine  tbct  a  miliiarf 
officer  is  in  all  eases  protected  by  the  comaaBd 
or  jastiGeation  of  hi*  superior:  and,  if  it  wen 
true,  it  might  be  better  to  disband  ihe  Army* 
That  the  present  moment  waa  favorable  to  sus- 
taining and  defining  the  tights  of  the  Sanate. 
And,  Anally,  that  it  would  not  follow  of  coune 
that  the  preseat  procecdinn  would  involve  • 
question  of  censure  or  approbation  of  any  offiow  i 
but  the  committee  might  poaaass  eridenae  (aod 
it  was  anggeaied  (hat  they  did)  of  irregular itiaa 
not  exhibiied  to  the  Hoase,  which  might  demasd 
legjslative  iBterpesition  and  reform. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Laoook,  was  then  agreed 
},  and  Mr.  Eppib  was  appointed  the  member. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  ia  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fw- 
Iher  provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and, 
after  debate,  the  Senate  adjoaroed. 

Tbdsbdat,  February  18. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pat 
rick  Callan,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mt.  Otis  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  be 
jbould  aak  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorise 
the  Preaideni  of  the  Uniied  Sutes  lo  employ  the 
public  armed  vesaela  in  protecting  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the  Uniied  Sutes  frum  piiatical  ag- 
gression. 

The  Benaie  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads,  on  (be  subject  of  protecting  (he 
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■mala  of  lit  United  Stales';  mud  ib«  f«rih«r  eoo- 
ai^tnlioii  theceof  wu  poMponid  until  Hondtj 

B«t. 

Tba  Senile  KEnmed,  as  in  Cummillee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  coQiidefHliaa  of  Ibe  bill,  entiiled  "An 
■ct  ropplemeourjr  to  tbe  act  entitled  'An  act  lo 
provide  for  ibe  prompt  Mitleraent  of  public  ae- 
oOBDis;"  and  no  ameDdment  baviog  been  made, 
it  wu  reported  10  the  House;  and  paued  10  ■  third 
reading. 

The  Seaate  reiuioed,  a*  in  CamniUle«  or  the 
Whole,  the  oonsideration  of  iha'bill  lo  detigoaie 
the  boDodaries  of  districit,  and  establish  land 
office*  lot  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  not 
heretofore  offered  for  sale  in  Ibe  States  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana;  and,  the  bill  hariag  been  amended, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Hoase,  and  the  amend- 
meais  being  conoarred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  io 
be  eogroned  aad  read  a  ihird  tirae. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideraiioD  of  ihe  bill  respecting 
the  traasportatioD  of  pcisoni  of  aolor,  for  sate,  or 
lo  be  held  to  Ubar;  and  no  imendoieal  harlng 
been  made,  it  was  reported  lo  the  Hoase. 

On  motion  fay  Mr.  FaoiMifTiii,  it  having  been 
■greed  lo  uke  the  qnestiao  on  passing  said  bill  lo 
be  engroesed  aiMl  read  a  Ihird  lime,  bj  yns  and 
najs,  on  his  motion  ihe  farther  cotisi deration 
thereof  was  poetpoaed  uotil  Moaday  next. 

Mr.  MoHMow,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Pablic 
Kiftada,  reported  a  bill  to  oontinoa  in  force  for  a 
further  time  the  act,  entitled  "An  Mt  for  ettab- 
lishioE  trading-houses  with  ihe  iBditb  iribe>,and 
fin  oiner  porpoecei"  aad  the  bill  w«a  read  and 
puaed  to  the  eeeewd  reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  raaamed,  asio  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eontideraiion  of  the  bill  oakiag  far- 
ther  prorision  rcspecllBg  tjbe  nje  of  ihe  poUic 
lands. 

Hr.  UnwABDa  moved  to  Mrika  ont  the  aeeood 
teetion  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that, 

"Credit  dull  not  b«  allowed  fin  the  pnrchsM  money 
on  the  sale  of  any  of  the  pablic  lands  whioh  maj  be 

aoid  after  the day  of  —  next,  bat  arery  pur- 

chaeei  of  land  eold  at  piUlic  eels  thwaafter,  shall,  en 
Ihe  day  of  pnrchsie,  make  completa  paymeSt  theratbr ; 
and  the  ptuehaser  at  wirata  sale  riuUproduoe  to  the 
lafiatar  of  the  land  office  a  receipt  boa  the  Traaaniar 
of  the  United  States,  or  &oia  the  lecetrw  ot  pnUic 
money*  of  the  diitiiel,  for  the  amount  of  patahsse 
money  on  any  tract,  befbrs  he  itialt  eotai  the  sane  at 
the  land  office ;  and  if  iny  person,  being  the  highest 
bidder  at  s  public  sale  bi  a  tract  of  land,  ihsU  iail  to 
make  payment  therefor  on  the  day  on  which  the  same 
was  purchased,  the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at  pnb- 
Ue  sals,  on  the  neit  day  of  sale,  and  sncb  pMson  shiU 
not  be  capable  of  becomii^  the  purchuer  of  that  or 
any  oilier  tract  offered  at  snch  pnMic  rales ; 
And  to  insert  in  lien  thereof,  the  followiagi 

"  That  oiedit  shsll  not  be  allowed  fbi  the  pnrchese 
money  on  Ihe  sale  of  any  of  the  pntdic  lands  which 

shall  be  sold  sAei  the day  of itsit,  at  any 

land  office  which  ihsll  hare  been  open  for  the  sale  of 
lands  five  years  previous  to  said  day ;  nor  at  any  ether 


land  efice  new  eatablUied,  at  any  time  after  Ave  yen* 


it  waa  fint  ^imed  for  the  sale  of  pqblie 
landa ;  bat  every  pnrchaser  ef  land,  after  the  peiieda 
ahore  specified,  shell,  on  the  day  ef  pnioheee,  make 
complete  payment  therebr ;  and  the  pnrabaaer  at  pri- 
vate nle,  afLsr  the  ssid  periods  respeotivdy,  ehall  pre- 
dues  to  ths  register  of  the  land  office  a  receipt  from 
the  Tressnrer  of  the  United  SmIm,  or  from  the  re- 
ceiver of  public  money*  of  the  district,  for  the  amcunt 
of  pnmhase  money  on  any  tract,  before  he  ihall  enter 

.1. ^1  y^^  j^jjj  office;  and  if  any  person,  being 

„  St  bidder  at  the  said  public  iilss  for  a  tract  of 
land,  shall  Cul  to  make  payment  Uierefoi,  on  the  day 
on  whidi  the  same  was  purchased,  Ihe  tract  shsll  be 
again  oSered  at  public  aals,  and  auch  person  shall  net 
be  capable  of  beooming  the  purchsser  of  that  n  any 
other  tract  offered  at  such  pubLc  sale." 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  bf 
yeas  and  nays,  32  to  1 — as  follows ; 

Yba— Mr.  Edwards. 

Nat* — Messn.B  arbour,  Burrill,  C  rttteudao,  DeSt*Ut 
Dickarson,  Eaton,  Gppei,  Gaillsrd,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Leake,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morrilf 
Morrow,  Nofala,  Otis.  Pslmer,  Roberts,  Bnggles,  San- 
ford,  Storer,  Tait,  Taylor.  Thomas.  Tichsnor,  Tan 
Dyke,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wilson- 
Mr.  EnwAaoa  then  moved  to  strike  oat  of  the 
3d  eeccion  (which  prescribes  the  terms  to  pur- 
chasers at  private  sale]  the  words  ''at  one  dollar 
and  Bfty  cents  an  acre,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of 
makine  such  entry  as  aforesaid;"  and  in  tiea 
thereof  to  iuseil  the  foUowiog: 

"  Upon  the  following  terms,  vb  :  lo  the  purebaaer  of 
not  more  than  eighty  acres,  at  ftRy  cents  an  een;  to 
the  purebaaer  of  not  mere  than  one  quarter  leeliou,  at 
ievenh-flve  cents  an  acre;  to  Uie  poishasar  of  net 
more  than  one  section,  at  one  doHat  an  acre;  and  t* 
purchasers  of  any  amount  exceeding  one  eectien,  at 

an  acre:  fVenilei,  Aotoeeer,  That  no  tract  Isae 

than  one  section,  ptuchaaed  as  aibieeaid,  ihall  be 
transforable  in  ai^  meaner  whatever  at  any  time 
within  five  years  from  the  time  of  the  purchase  IhereeC" 

This  motion  waa  determined  io  the  negative- 
yeas  2,  nays  3i3,  as  follows: 

Tiae— Heasia.  Edwsr^  ami  Thomei. 

Nare — Messrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Dar- 

Ett,  Oickataon,  Eaton,  Eppm^  OaiUard,  Horsey, 
inter,  Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Leake,  Haooo,  Mat 
len,  Morril,  Morrow,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Boberl^ 
Boggles,  8anfbrd,  Storer,  Tail,  Tsylur,  Tieheaor, 
Tan  Dyke,  Williams  of  Hiwsrippi,  WilUaou  of  Ten- 
nesiss,  and  Wilsotk. 

The  founh  sealiL 

Mr.  EnwABDa  moved  li 
lowing  clause : 

"  That  the  public  lamia  berelofoca  sohl,  oc  which 

shall  ha*e  been  sold  prior  tothe^— day  of nei^ 

on  term*  of  credit  fbr  part  ^  the  purchase  money,  and 
which  have,  or  ehall  hereafter  become  finfeited,  or  re- 
vert in  any  manner  to  the  United  States,  for  failure  to 
make  payment,  ahaU  not  be  subject  to  entry  at  private 

sale,  after  the day  of neit,  aforesaid :  but 

all  the  landswhichatthBtdaysball  have  basn  forfeited 
or  reverted  to  the  Doited  Slates,  a*  aforesaid,  in  any 
of  the  diatrict*  eatablishsd  for  the  sale  of  the  puUio 
lande,  ahall  be  offered  et  public  aals,  to  the  hi^est 
teider,  at  the  land  eSee  for  sudi  respective  dislriot. 


HIHTORY  07  CCndGB'SBa 


QU 


SaUvffimc  Laimtt. 


F%niutrr,  M19. 


mt  yiUat  aumtf  ft  *Mh  dktmt,  fat  lulf'qBatn  mo- 
Ml,  o>  itia  taam  of  m  Mdi  p^Mant  «f  Iba  pndhM* 
~     "  h  dK7ori]*n,>B  tItenraMtinfUflrMi, 


_        .       _  r  itNt  pBTow ;  «d  all  a* 

Mtee  MMrred  NdioM,  Ibr  Aa  ftiMM  dkpoMt  of  0«a- 
■MM,  wUeh  di*H  noMia  onnU  wlbe Mid  —  dtj 

of Mst,AallU*lBMiatpiiUioMle,i*tb«naa 

tima  ud  mtaMV,  and  on  Ike  aaM*  *mma  with  ika 
l«Ui  wbkfa  had  MTCtted,  and  wUiii  ua  batbr  A- 
Tsatad  tofaa  HiU;  and  mj  Imda  whirfi  Jiall  hawbaaw 
■old  prim  Id  ths  — —  daf  af  —  naat,  Mid  trUA 
■htU  Aenaftai  Mrart,  «r  Imo<mm  faiMtod  to  the  Uni- 
tad  fllwlri.  fbr  bHiim  in  mding  paTB«it,dMll  boC  ta 


.Boran.lhni- 
.  Kins,  LMwak,  Laaha,  MaUan.  Mmwtm, 
Hobia,  Otii,  Pilmw,  Roberta,  eanfbrd,  Storar,  VtU, 
Talbot.  T«7lsr,  Tkbanoc,  Tu  Dyke,  WfUiatw  of 
^'iMMinn,aiid  WilUaiu  of  TatuMaaee. 

Hr.  Eawkanm  lb«n  propoMd  to  atrft*  ««t  of 
the  third  taciWD,  fixhii  the  raiDunum  p(ica  at 
whinb  public  knda  ahall  be  ofiared  «t  puUic  mkv, 
•I  one  dollar  and  fifty  ocqii,  per  aere,  the  wnrdi 
"KDd  fifcy  eenm,"  bo  as  to  reduce  tbe  price  t*  on* 
doUtr. 

Thii  notion  Ww  D«g«lired~r">*  11|  i^T*  B^i 
u  follows ; 

Ta>i~MeaRa.   Orittenden,   Edwudi,  pMntMHii, 


■BbjaettoaiHirat  priTata«Ia,tmtiluieh  tandi  dull 

*    t  oMared  at  pnbHe  ■d^  I*  the  nan- 

■  jiQSUed  with  reapael  to  landa 


bsTe  been  finit 

ner  and  on  the  , 

which  aball  raTert,OTbecemeforliHt«d,  before  that  day. 

The  public  aale*  for  which  ihall  take  plaoa  at  id^ 


Aid  ia  liea  thereof  to  iasert  the  foUowia(: 

"  That  where  any  perKMi  duU  ba  MtaaUf  aettbd  im 
•ar  qwrtet  aactieM  of  Ind  wtikh  ibaB  hare  been  pt^ 
noady  oSmd  at  pi^e  aale,  anAremaia  ttuold,  aook 
jiaraon  ihall,  upon  education  to  the  Mfiriw  of  the 
(and  office  in  thediitnctin  which  the  land  ma^  lie,  be 
entitled,  npoa  ■itiafBCtoty  proof  Iheraof;  to  leeeiTe  from 
aald  regiiter  «  lioenae  to  nuin  on  the  nid  land  for 
the  term  of  five  yean ;  daring  which  time,  proiided 
the  laid  aettler  ihaD  contiirae  to  reaide  thereon,  the  taid 
land  ihall  not  be  liable  to  be  aold  to  any  other  peraon ; 
bnt  if  the  aaid  eelUer  ahillfat  any  time  wlAin  the  nid 
five  yaan,  and  dtniBK  hia  aetoal  n^deace  on  aaid 
lajBd,laad«rMiyneatfcrtheeame,atdierateDf — — 
an  acre,  with  leyal  futeieat  tteraon,  front  fttt  date  «f 
Ua  Heenaa,  and  riiall  actnlly  pay  the  aeme  to  the  r^ 
oeivtr,  ami  predne  Ma  receipt  aa  in  other  ceae*,  Oe 
la»d  Aall  be  aold  to  (be  iiid  eeHler,  open  hii  raiktog 
•Mb,  bMfore  tlw  Tegiaier,  that  he  hai  not  pnrcband  any 
Mb«r  tract  of  tand  mibaeqsent  to  the  date  of  Ab 
tie«ue>" 

Thie  moiiOD  waealw deeided  tn  the  oeKBtive — 
yeaa  4,  uajia  32,  as  followa ; 

T>^a— MaH«.    Edward*,   FronMDtin,    JABMm 


Nan— MaMn.  BuWv,  BMirOI,  Grittenden,  Der 


McKiBf, 
nn*,]bHi 


la,  Oct*,  Pahaer,  Kebnta,  Racg>e><  SanAnd, 


Ur.  EDWABDt  Dsxt  moTed  to  add  tv  the  third 
seetioD  the  followiDg  proTiao : 

"Prmidti,  htmnm.  That  no  pewan  ahall  be  pennit- 
lad  MjMitAaae,  either  directly  or  l>dlrectly,  at  any 
land  efiee,  nera  than  one  eeotioB  of  land  In  any  one 
y«t,  and  afl  onefaaMi  made  OOBtraty  to  thii  pnmeion 
■hdl  be  ntteiiy  aidl  and  mid." 

The  qoeation  beiog  taken  oa  this  motion,  it 


Tail — Mom*.  Edwarda,  Fromentin,  Mmmi,  Mor- 
ril,  BiigBl*>>  ThtHaaa,  and  Wilaoti. 

Na» — Meaaia.  Baibom,  BnniU,  Criltendea,  Itef 


JohnaoQ,  LMfca,  NoUa, 


I,  Snnlai, 
Md  WilMin 


Tqilor, 


Nui — HeMta.BBrboar,BBnilt,Danott,UicleBwui, 
Baton,  Eimea,  OaiOard,  Haiaey,  Banter,  Kiaf,  HaeSB, 
McUea,  Monil,  Hornw,  Olta,  Falnar,  Bobaita,  San- 
Ibrd,  Sloier,  Tail,  Talbot,  Tichanor,  Van  Djlm,  and 


The  bill  hating  been  aHendad,  it  «aa  rcfortad 
to  the  Hoofe,  and  the  amewlineaia  being  aam- 
cutved  in— 

Mr.  EowxxDB  Dn>ve(l  so  to  amand  the  (bird 
seciioQ  ai  to  fix  the  prioo  at  onedolUr  and  tweonr- 
five  caais  per  aefe,  inatead  of  one  dollar  and  Suf 
cehlf. 

This  atoiioa  wOa  also  nfgaiirsd— ran  &,  D«fB 
86,  as  followe : 

Tim — Beaara;  Gtlttenden,  BdWavda,  JetaMoa, 
Leake,  Banr>eB,  T^lor,  Thomai,  Wilhama  of  Taa- 
neaMe,  aad  WJlaan. 

NAta—Uaaar*.  Berbonr,  Banill,  DafgeU,  JHeb- 
eison,  Eaton,  Eppea,  PranwitiB,  QaiUard,  Bon^y, 
Banter,  Kinf  ■  Laoodc,  Maooa,  H^eo,  Horril,  Mmrow, 
Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Roberl*,  Storer,  Tait,  Talbot, 
Ticheoer,  Tan  Dyke,  and  WilliaiBi  of  UiaelwqtpL 

Mr.  NoBLi  thni  propoaed  in  efleel  to  rejeet  tfae 
bill,  bf  nMTing  to  poatpene  it  to  ibe  fifth  da^  of 
March. 

Thia  motion  was  deterniaed  in  the  neplive— 
yeas  0,  oayi  S8,  ai  fbllowa : 

TvAB — MeaMV.  Edward*,  MdUe,  Palmer,  Hlrgjlea, 
TaBnt,  *ai  Tboma*. 

H^n— MeMn.  Bobonr,  Bonfll,  Danelt,  Mefc^ 
aiaoB,  Eppea,  Piwuealin,  Oaillard,  Heraey,  Hunter, 
Johnaon,  Sing,  Laeo<k,  Leake,  Maeon,  MaBen,  M«r- 
rttt  Momw,  Okde,  Roben*,  eBBi«)td,8tetM',  Tdt,  'lyp- 
ler,  TlchMMT,  Van  Dyke,  WUIiam*  of  ABnfMippi, 
WyikaH  oTTennaMce,  and  WitMn. 

Mr.  Sdvards  taoved  to  fill  the  btaak*  in  the 
bill  M)  Bi  lu  put  the  act  into  operation  on  the  1st 
of  October,  1820,  which  motion  was  lost — yea*  13, 


HeOan,  Noble,  Snggles,  Stoke*,  Talbot,  Taylo*, 
liiomaa,  and  WiDiana  of  Tenneaeea. 

NAis—Meews.  Danett,  Dickeraao,  Eaton,  Em*, 
Fromentin,  Qaillaid,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnam,  Kuig, 
Leake,  Hacon,  Motril,  Morrow,  Otia,  Palmer,  Roberts, 
SanfM,  Surer,  Tait,  Tishenoi,  Van  l^ka,  WiBiasu 
of  Mi«si*aypi.  and  Wil«ni. 

TbeUaaka  baring  been  filled  with  the  "fitst 
day  of  July,  IWO,"  the  biH  wu  ordered  to  be 
evgroaied  and  read  a  third  time. 


a4fi 


HZSIORY  OP  C0N6K8I8S. 


2M 


VwitoMr,  181ft. 


iVm  i*e  Mknmc  lUMflv,  nUa  by  Mr. 
OKirmwBH,  ia  coBCWHOa  of  m  ipwdi  m  iu^ 
l^art  of  Ibe  biU,  we  ue  oblij^  to  k  frlesd  w"-  - 
vn  |(fe>ent  «t  tbe  debate,  m  being  enableil 
hr  before  oar  ntim^—EdUart.'] 

Ht.  Pretident,  I  mni  icknoirledge  to  tou  llni 
I  feel  k  pec oJiir  tort  of  paniallty  for  ItiisbiU; 
ud  Ifaat,  JDdependeQt  ot  ibe  reasons  which  J 
have  had  ibe  hoaor  of  snbmittingr,  I  am  iaSaenced 
by  feeliD|B  toraewbtt  of  a  pergonal  character  to 
desire  its  passage.  It  is  the  work  of  the  honor- 
able genileraaa  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Mobkow,]  who 
i*  «o  looD  10  be  Goalljp  sepataied  from  ui.  He 
hsaloagbeen  our  PaliDoriu  ia  everything  that 
related  to  thisimporlaiil  subject.  Hehassteered 
■s  aafelr  ihrengii  all  iis  difficullit%  aod,  with 
])in  tot  our  beutunao,  we  have  feared  neilbei 
Seylla  ner  Cbarybdis.  We  have  heretofore  fol- 
Wwed  him  wiib  inMeatiac  oonfideMe.  We^Te 
■aver  been  dctcived  or  afsafqMiaMd.  The  bill 
•ow  befoK  TM>  i*  piafaablf  tke  last  ifaa  hhm  ioi' 
portant,  aet  of  hie  loag  and  wafnl  polideal  life. 
If  it  ahell  pM*.  (ir,  it  will  idemifr  bia  JWBeved 
his  menory  with  this  iaiei«tlirir»tSjec4.  It  will 
be  his  "pCTeBDioa  ftve."  A  aable  nemoMDtl 
wbich,  whilst  it  gvidea  the  eanrse  of  falare  legis- 
Ution,  shall  perpetnaie  the  remembrance  of  an 
honest  man.  Bir,  if  the  ostracism  of  former  times 
preTailed  with  as,  I  do  not  know  tbe  individoal 
whose  rlrtues  would  more  expose  him  to  its  ea- 
Tions  and  jealou*  senlence.  The  illuilrioaa  Qreek 
biisaeir,  who  derived  such  unfortuaate  disiiQc- 
tiofi  froiB  thai  ancient  uwse,  did  ikoc  better  de- 
aarve  the  epithet  of  "  juil."  Ur.  Pretidenl,  I  do 
MC  inlead  to  flwur  ibe  hooocabla  aentleman 
&vm  Oki«.  Fkuerf  is  bUebood.  I  ban  uo 
aoab  i&e«MC  ai  ibe  •brine  <d  aaf  taao.  The 
sincere  homage  of  the  faa«rt  ia  not  flattaiT.  1 
b***  «p»kao  tbe  apontwMODS  fceUan  of  taj  own 
bieaa*.  I  am  eoafdeot,  two,  ibat  Ihave  apekea 
Ibe  eeniinefiu  of  ihe  ScnMe.  Bw  yet,  sir,  I 
(raght,  petbm,  to  bey  pafdon  of  tbe  taowmbta 
gentlaertan.  For,  I  have  taoek  caasc  to  fear  ttat 
Ibe  graiificatioa  I  bare  had  in  oSerfnt  this  poor 
tribate  of  my  resjieet,  is  more  than  connlertnU 
■need  b]r  tbe  pain  it  has  inflicted  on  bim. 

Friiut,  Pebruarr  19. 

Hi.  GOLDSBOBOVaB  preieDted  ibe  memorial  of 
a  Dumber  of  the  oiiiiens  of  tbe  Stale  of  Uarv- 
laod,  on  the  subject  of  the  deranged  state  of  the 
circalatiag  medium  of  the  eoootry,  aod  the  ex- 
pediency  of  addiiioaal  duties  on  cotton  goods 
unpotted  into  the  (Jolted  Slates ;  and  ihe  memo- 
rial was  read  and  tefetred  to  the  Commiiiee  on 
Commeica  tmi  Maaabcives, 

lAr.  Leaks  praaeDted  the  memorial  of  ihe  Le- 
gialaiuie  of  ibe  State  of  Uiaainjppi,  praying  ibe 
•MablisbBeni  of  a  port  of  enity  at  or  naar  tbe 
Mooib  of  Pearl  river;  aod  ibe  oienaoriBl  wee 
Mad. 

Mr.  Lbucb  also  presented  tbe  me««ml  ef  the 
Mid  Lagialaiare,  on  tbe  snbjeat  of  British  ebun* 
to  lands  in  Haneeek  and  Jackson  aonottef  ia  said 
Bute ;  and  tbe  memorial  was  read. 


Slervett,  pmying  payi 
^ .  ^ 


bis  eervieee  as  a 
_     .  the  peliiioa  we*  read  and 

iBiBinu  IV  the  Ciomminee  of  Claims. 

Hr.  WiLLiAHa,  of  Teanenee,  from  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  HiHiary  Afl^ir&  to  whom  was  tefenad 
tbe  pettlion  of  Captaio  Biggar's  company,  made 
a  report  accompanied  by  a  resoluiion  that  tbe 
petillaoers  have  leave  lo  withdraw  their  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLBOH,  from  the  CommiUee  of  Claimi, 
ID  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  kcl 
for  Ibe  relief  of  Joseph  Wbeatoa,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  One  asked  aod  obtained  ka* c  to  briw  in 
a  bill  ID  proteet  the  conuaeroe  of  tbe  Umted 
States  from  picaey ;  aad  the  bill  was  twiee  read 
by  nosnioiaBs  coosent,  and  referred  to  (be  Coca- 
mittee  od  Foreign  RelaiioDs. 

Mr.  Van  Dvkb,  from  the  Commiiiee  on  Pen- 
■oas,  to  whom  was  referred  the  btlt,  emilM 
"An  act  concern iag  the  aitnwance  of  pension 
npooaTelio^utshmeDt  of  bounty  lands,"  reported 
tbe  same  wiihoat  amendment. 

On  moiioD  by  Mr.  Maoon,  the  Commiiiee  ob 
Foreign   RelaiiODs,  to  whom   was  referred  the 

EtitioQ  of  James  Simpson,  American  Coitsal  at 
aroeco,  were  disehatf  ed  from  tbe  brther  eon' 
ridemtioD  thereof. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  ftom  the  Commiiiet  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  MH,  entitled 

\a  act  for  Ibe  relief  of  Daniel  Moss,"  repa>rted 

e  a«m«  without  aeaendmeot. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  snpplementiry  to 

e  act  entitled  'An  act  lo  provide  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  pahlic  aecounls,' "  was  read  a  third 
time  and  paEsed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Coamlttee  of  (he 
Whole,  Ibe  considecatioa  of  ibe  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  Jacob  Purkhill ;  and  no  ameadneat  havinf 
been  made  (hneto,  it  was  lepoeted  to  the  Heose, 
aod  otdeted  W  be  aagresaad  and  read  a  ikird 
'ae. 

The  bill  10  eontioita  ia  fame,  fer  a  fottfatr 
«nn,  the  act  ealetbd  "A*  act  fer  <  itayaibiin 
tndn^lnasei  with  tbe  iadiao  tribes,  and  far 
-'her  paraoaee,"  vaeNad  the seoovd  itnie. 

Thebin  aMkJBgfifflherprofiatoBifer  iheade 
of  puMie  (ends  was  reada  tirird  lime,  and  naseed. 

The  bill  lo  deswoate  ibe  bomfcries  of  dntricts 
and  establish  hmd  offices  for  the  dispcual  of  tbe 
^hKe  lands  not  berelofore  offered  for  sale  in  the 
i»  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  was  read  a  third 
and  passed. 

r.  Van  Dvkg,  from  Ibe  CommitUe  on  Pen- 
sioDs,  10  whom  was  referred  ihe  petitioo  ofBliz- 
abeth  B.  H.  Forsyth,  widow  of  tbe  late  LiaiKan- 
ant  Colonel  Beojaoaia  Forsyth,  made  a  report, 
aaeonpaaied  by  a  tesoliuion  that  ihepetiiianer 
hare  iMKve  to  withdraw  ho  peiiiio»  The  report 
and  rsaelutioit  were  nad. 

Mi.Uoaaow,  fr«m  the  commitUe  to  whom 
was  re£sTied  so  mncb  of  the  Massage  of  the  Prea- 
tdsnvof  the  United  State*  a*  relates  to  tbe  lodiaa 
irHMs,  r^ortad  tbe  foUotpiitg  bill,  whieh  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading: 


at 


HISTORT  OF  CONORBSS. 


Si  NATE. 


Public  Printvtg. 


Pbbrdabt,  1SI9. 


A  bill  miUng  protiuan  fbr  the  dTilnfttioD  of  thi  In- 
dwD  tribe*  BdjoiDing  tha  frontier  eettlements. 
Bt  it  enacted  ^c,  That,  for  tha  pnrpoae  of  jmin- 
ding  igaiaat  the  farther  decline  and  Enal  eitinctiaii 
of  the  Indiui  triiiea  adjotiung  to  the  frontier  eettle- 
menti  of  the  United  St>tei,andfaiintraduciiigsiiiong 
them  the  habits  end  aita  of  civilizatioo,  the  Freaident 
of  the  Unitetl  Stitea  ahall  be,  and  he  ii  hercbj,  au- 
tboriied  ia  ererj  com  where  be  ihall  jadge  the  im- 
proTement  in  Ihehebita  aDilcondJlionB  of  mch  Indiuii 
practicable,  and  that  the  mean*  of  initruction  can  be 
Introduced  wiih  their  own  conwnt,  to  amploj  capable 
peraoni,  of  good  moral  character,  to  inatnict  them  in 
the  moje  of  agricDlture  suited  to  their  eltnatioD,  and 
fbr  teaching  their  children  in  reading,  vriling,  and 
arithmetic,  and  for  pcTferining  such  other  duties  as 
maj  b«  enjoined  according  le  such  iaatractioB*  and 
rales  as  die  PrendenI  maj  giro  and  preaeribe  for  the 
rognlatiDn  of  tkeir  conduct  in  the  diadiarge  of  their 

Soc  3.  And  bt  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  anitual 
nam  of dallan  t>a,  and  the  «ame  i*  herebj,  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose  of  cairjing  into  efiect  toe 
pro*lsioa*  of  thi*  act ;  and  an  accoaol  of  the  expendi- 
ture  of  tha  mone;,  and  proceeding*  in  executun  of 
the  foregoing  proTiiionB,  shall  be  annoallr  laid  befitre 
Congreea. 

PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

Mr.  WiLfloii  Jrom  ibe  Joist  Com  mince  on  the 
tDbject  of  the  Public  Prialiag,  made  the  follow- 
ing report; 

That,  regarding  the  mi^ect  eomniittad  to  them  m 
conneoied  vlth  the  eoiiTaiueiice  of  the  metnbera,  tha 
infmaatieik  of  tha  commniutf,  tha  modihd;  of  tinM 
and  money,  and  the  cli«r»eier  ef  the  connti^,  thej 
ha*e  given  it  >U  the  conaiderBtion  nhich  theu  other 


ta  pemutled. 

Tlut  Ihiee  diflitfent  modes  «f  procuring  the  printing 
of  Congreas  to  be  executed  have  nndergona  their  dia- 
Ctlaaion  and  deliberation: 

I.  OfTering  the  woA  by  adToitifemenl  (u  at  preeent) 
lo  the  loneat  bidder. 

On  this  mode  dw  committee  would  remark  that, 
•llboogh  at  the  first  gUnce  it  may  strike  the  mind  as 
the  maal  eoonomical,  experience  and  obaerratien  do 
not'proTe  it  so.  Competiton  fbr  the  work  tindeibid 
Mch  other,  until  it  is  andeitaken  fi>r  •  lea*  mm  than 
i(  can  be  aiSbrded  at ;  and  too  small  an  establtshmenl 
end  too  few  woAmen  are  conaeqaently  employed 


interesting  end  important  communioatione  from  the 
Freaideat  or  head*  of  Departments,  report*,  billSt  reao- 
Intiona,  &c.,  upon  which  they  are  called  to  act ;  and 
the  lose  of  time  tha*  incurred,  coniidering  the  daily 
expenae  *t  which  Congress  aits,  costs  the  nation  much 
more  than  the  difierence  between  the  present  piice  end 
a  libersl  allowance,  which  would  jDstiiy  the  applica- 
tion of  ■  greater  capital  to  insure  the  deepatch  of  the 

Another  diaadTantage  attending  the  present  mode 
is,  that  the  reduced  price  of  the  work  preveota  that 
care  and  attenlian  from  being  beatowed  on  at  which  ia 
necessary  to  its  neatness  and  Mcoracy.  And  docu- 
ment* are  not  only  dirtriboted  ibtough  tlus  nation,  but 
dSepereed  through  Europe,  whieb  are  executed  in  inch 
an  inelqant  and  incorrect  manner  as  must  bring  dis- 
grace and  ridicole  on  the  literature  and  iLe  pieaa  of 


That  the  pteeeitt  price  of  printing  ia  toa  low  would 
be  readily  diaeooered  by  any  of  the  profession ;  and 
the  fact  4hat  no  other  printer  in  the  Diitiict  eonldbe 
found  by  the  Secretary  or  the  Clerk  who  would  exa- 
enlo  the  work  at  the  contract  pricee  must  satisfy  the 
mind  of  every  gentleman  of  the  truth  of  what  the 
committee  hare  asserted.  Hon  far  it  ie  reputable  Ear 
Congress  to  endeavor  lo  get  their  work  done  below  a 
fair  and  reasonable  price,  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt; 
but  it  doe*  not  admit  of  a  question  that  the  compensa- 
tian  ought  to  be  edequate  to  the  object  at  procnrisg 
that  work  to  be  done  at  a  proper  time,  and  in  a  enita- 

II.  A  second  mode  suggealed  to  and  considered  by 
the  committee  was  the  establishment  of  a  nationU 
printing  office,  (with  a  bindery  and  slationery  enneK> 
ed,)  which  should  execute  the  work  of  Congreas  white 
in  session,  and  that  of  the  various  Department*  of 
Government  during  the  reoees;  and  shenUt  do  ell  Ibe 
binding  and  fomiah  all  the  alationen  for  the  Depart* 
menta  as  well  as  lor  CtHigress.  To  aseertwn  Hu 
amount  of  expenditores  on  these  objects,  inqoiriea 
were  addntoed  by  the  committee  to  the  heads  of  D«- 
paMmenta,  Attorney  General,  and  FoeUnaster  General, 
and  an  answfc  received  from  each.  Borne  of  the  te- 
p«Hte  wore  made  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  enable, 
the  committee  to  separate  the  accounts  tor  printing 
from  tboae  for  binding  and  stationary ;  bat  the  whole 
amennt  exceede  $41,000.  Add  lo  this  the  eipendi- 
tarea  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repieeentatlves  on 
the  same  ot>iects,  vii :  the  former  98,000  and  the  latter 
Cie/HW,  and  the  aggregate  coet  of  the  public  printing, 
bin<tingi  and  statlonegr,  ia  about  96ri,0D0  a  year,  of 
which  probably  one-nelfi«  fbr  printing.  And  tbia,  it 
will  be  remembered,  doe*  not  include  the  great  varielr 
and  nnmber  of  bkiiks  executed  ebewbere  than  at  tta 


aUbe  done  here  at  ,  

al  piinting  once  eetabliehed. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  soeh  aa  sstak 
liahment,  under  tbe  anperinlandance  of  a  man.  af 
activity,  integrity,  aad  dMcretioii,  would  be  likely  t« 
pTodnce  promptitude,  oniibrBiily,  aootva^,  and  da- 
gance,  in  the  execution  of  the  nnblie  printing ;'  and 
they  are  not  certain  ttiat  a  would  not,  in  the  roMil^ 
connecting  with  it  a  bindery  and  stationery,  aa  alreadj 
eaggesled,  be  found  the  most  economicaL  But,  ae 
the  principle  ii  somewhat  novel,  and  the  details  would 
require  eome  deliberation,  the  committee  have  not 
deemed  it  adviaablo,  at  thi*  late  period  of  the  aeesion, 
and  amidst  the  preeeure  which  both  House*  experi- 
ence from  the  accumulation  of  busineas  important  lo 
the  nation,  or  intereeting  to  individually  to  submit  a 
[iropasition  on  which  there  would  probably  be  a  con* 
■iderable  diversity  of  opinion  and  consumption  of  time. 

III.  Under  all  circumstances,  the  committee  have 
deemed  it  their  iMy  to  recommend  that  a  tariS*  of 
pricee  for  every  kind  of  printing  required  to  be  done 
for  Congress  be  fixed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  tlie  two 
Houses,  to  continue  in  force  for  two  years ;  and  that, 
before  the  dose  of  the  preeent  session,  each  Honsa 
make  choice  by  ballot  of  a  printer,  to  execute  it*  own 
work  during  the  next  Congreee.  The  pricee  ehouU 
be  adequate  to  the  employment  of  sufficient  capital 
and  workmen  to  perform  Ibe  work:  expeditiously,  and 
to  insure  sneh  care  and  atlention  as  shall  give  it  sueh 
a  degree  of  aecuraoy  and  elegance  as  shall  not  dis- 
honor the  literature  and  typography  of  the  country. 


HIBTORT  OF  00KGRB8S. 


2S0 
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Brituk  CtolMuU  TVotfe, 


Six  ATI. 


Wilh  ibniieT  c«iitr*cta  befbn  at,  ud  with  ths  proft*- 
W)n*l  knowledga  wbick  iut  ba  ealM  in  ud,  no  diffi- 
EOltj  Tould  occni  in  tonninf  Iha  tuiff  dladed  to 
piinoplM  U  ODce  liberal  to  Ihe  prinlei  tnil  adri 
Uc*oii*  to  CongtMa  ;  and,  in  tbe  Mlsction  of  ita 
printer,  «aeh  Home  ironid  donbtia  Uk«  cipecUl  care 
to  chooM  ■  mu  of  capacity,  probity,  and  raapooaibil- 
inr>  In  addition  to  tbe  bond  and  laearity  to  b(  reqninid 
or  Ihom  for  the  failUol  perfbrmauce  of  their  oblip' 
tioni,  ■  pioviiion  might  be  added,  that,  in  caaa  of  an; 
unable  delay,  aDothar  peraoD  might  be  emplojed 


fitt  any  diflaceoea  between  th*  nun  aUowed  tben  and 
that  whidi  it  might  be  neoaauy  to  (in  lun. 

Tbe  committee,  therefore,  nibnit  Uie  foUoiring  rM»> 
lotioB: 

Rtmbed,  That  tbe  joint  eommiltoa  on  pnUio  piiiU- 
ing  be  ioatmeted  to  report  a  iceolotiim  for  cwTjint  the 
OingoiDg  propoaition*  into  eSiwI. 
The  report  kod  reiolntioD  w<r«  lekd. 
BRITISH  COLONIAL  TRADE. 
In  Bxeemive  iession — 

Mr.  Macos,  from  the  Corainitiee  on  Foreign 
RelaiioDS,  to  whom  was  relerred  to  macb  of  tQe 
doeamepis  locompaDme  the  CommerGiBl  Con- 
ventioD  with  Qreat  Briraio,  as  relates  to  th« 
polouial  trade,  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  read ; 

That  the  olyect  of  the  negotiation  with  Great  Brit- 
un,  respecting  the  oolonist  trade,  is  tbe  eetaliliahment 
of  a  legnletion  whereby  e  trade  in  artidrs  of  the  pro- 
daoa  and  mannfactnre  of  the  United  Slatea,  and  of 
the  British  coloniea,  ma;  be  carried  on  between  them ; 
aad  aecondi;,  a  regniatiaa  wberet^  the  shipping  of 
the  two  countries  mij  be  placed  on  an  eqnal  footiny 
in  the  canning  on  of  this  trade. 

In  reapeet  to  the  trtides  of  the  trade,  the  United 
Mates  would  agree  (hat  alt  articles  of  tbe  produce  and 
MambctDTO  of  the  United  Stetea,  and  otlht  rea^ecb- 
in  colonies,  shoald  be  inelnded,  and  all  olbsr  uticUii 
exdaded.  Bnt  as  Qraal  Britain  probably  woald  not 
consent  to  this  arrangement,  the  United  States  weald 
net  object  to  the  eatalogne  of  artidaa  of  the  prodnce 
and  .mannlactarea  of  lbs  United  States,  and  of  lbs 
Hid  colonies,  ennmented  in  tbe  British  act  of  Padia' 
ment,  and  accaiditq  to  which  the  trade  has  heretofore 
been  carried  on  in  British  boltomi. 
Ai  respect*   dntiss    and   charges,  tbey  sbonld   be 

E laced  on  a  footing  of  recifirocal  eqnality ;  if  Great 
iritaln  would  consent  to  impose  no  higher  or  other 
dutiea  on  articles  of  tbe  produce  and  manufietare  of 
the  United  States  impottad  into  die  eoloniee,  than 
^on  the  like  artieles  imported  from  her  contineBtat 
eeleniee,  <wb*nee  only  Aey  can  be  obtained,)  the 
United  Slates  aiigbt  agree  to  Impoae  no  greyer  or 
ether  dniiaa  and  barges  on  artielea  the  prodnce  and 
namfactare  of  her  ookaiee,  than  ob  the  like  artkha 
from  other  coontries.  To  this  adjuilmant  OieatBrit. 
sin  will  probably  dissgne :  m  lieu  thereof  and  a*  a 
compensation  for  the  silpniation  not  to  impose  greater 
or  other  duties  on  tbe  colonial  articles  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, than  on  the  like  articles  of  other  countries,  it 
might  be  stipnlated,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  that 


impoaed  on  the  Kke  artieles  in^rted  fiem  tbe  British 
continental  colonies. 

In  no  event  shoald  articles  of  die  produce  and  man- 
ufacture of  the  United  States  pay  higher  duties  and 
charges  in  the  direct  voyage  ftom  tbe  United  States 
than  in  the  indirect  or  circuitoni  voyage  throngh  New 
Brunswick,  Hova  Scotia,  Bermudas,  or  other  interme- 
diate ports ;  and  as  tbe  direct  trade  should  not  be 
more  reitrained  in  respect  to  the  articles  thereof,  than 
the  indirect  or  dnmitooa  trade,  no  eitiele  Aonld  be 
alloired  to  go  or  come  indirectly  or  circnitoasly,  which 
might  not  go  or  come  dirsclty. 

There  is  nothing  in  principle  or  policy,  that  foiUds 
the  emfiaing  of  this  trade  to  arthde*  of  At  prodnee 
or  mannfaotnre  of  the  raspaetiTa  countries ;  that  is, 
of  the  United  Suiea  and  of  the  British  colenle*:  aiti> 
dea  of  prodoeo  and  mann&eUne  of  other  pactions  of 
the  British  territories  coming  throngh  these  odoniea 
bung  eiclqded  ftom  tbe  United  States,  as  artidea  net 
of  tha  produce  and  msnofsctore  of  the  United  Stalaa 
are  exJoded  from  Great  Britain,  and  would  be  ex- 
cluded Irom  tho  Britiidi  colonies. 

As  respects  tbe  shipping  employed  in  this  trade,  it 
must  be  placed  on  a  footing  of  practical  and  reeiptocal 
equality,  both  as  reelect*  daties  and  ebargee,  and  the 


eqnal  participation  of  tbe  trade ;  on  this 
even,  there  will  exist  an  advantage  in  bvor  of  the 
English  navigation  i  as  it  will  be  exclasively  employed 
in  tlie  transportation  of  artieles  of  the  produce  and 
mannfkctnre  of  tbe  United  States,  between  the  Inter- 
mediate eolonies  aforesaid  and  tbe  West  Indian  coto- 
niee,  and  likewise  in  a  disproportioned  degree,  in  die 
distribution  of  these  articles  aoMng  tlie  Britiah  West 


Fnrlhermore,  as  the  voyage  horn  tbe  United  States 
to  New  Bitanswiok,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Bermuda,  i«  a 
dioft  one,  and  wouU  yidd  but  little  profit,  tbe  dotiea 
and  charges  must  be  a*  great  on  Ike  Britiah  ahipa, 
aad  tbe  artieies  of  tbe  prodnee  and  mannfceture  of 
&a  United  Stales  oomposing  thsir  oaigDes,  airiting 
in  the  British  West  IniUa  coloniea,  throngh  these  i»- 
termediate  coloniea,  as  on  the  same  ships  and  articiss 
arriving  directly  from  the  United  Slate*  j  otherwise 
the  direct  trade  will  be  deserted  in  £ivar  of  tlie  circuit- 

■  trade,  and  thereby  the  object  of  tlie  anangemasit, 
equality  in  the  employment  of  tbe  shipping  of  tbe 

a  countries,  will  be  drfeated.  So  br  as  the  ^leia- 
tion  of  the  late  navigation  law  1*  nndaratood,  it  esens 
'    have  been  advantageous  and  especially  in  the  in- 

rase  of  die  American  ship^ng  engaged  in  the  direct 
trade  between  th«  United  Butes  and  Great  Britain, 
decraase  of  dial  of  Great  Brit- 
has  not  yet  bean  aflbrded  salie- 
lis  point,  or  to  datoimlna  oiber 
eeufse  of  solution. 

Pariiaps  it  wovid  be  pndasit  to  allow  time  fin  Ai» 

ipoftant  expeiiiBeBt,  and  to  enfler  tha  nagotialiaB 
.1  this  ankfeet  to  lamain  where  it  is  for  tbe  prsasut 
It  ooght  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  vrithont  entting  at 
the  trade  with  New  Brunswick.  Nova  Boetia,  and 
Bermuda,  this  experiment  cannot  b*  fairiy  mad*. 
Whether  it  would  be  eipedient  at  the  present  ***«ian 
to  adopt  this  measaie,  is  peihsps  doub^ul. 

If  tho  effect  of  our  navigation  law,  ninforced  accord- 
ingtothe  above  suggestion,  should  prove  to  be  snch  as  It 
not  improbably  will  bc^  it  might,  and  prob^ly  would 
be  our  true  footing  to  adhere  to  the  law,  and  decline 
any  convention  wiui  Great  Britain,  touching  tbe  colo- 
nial trade. 
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HoNBiT,  FMwiitrf  BB. 

SiNDEL  W.  Daha,  from  the  Blue  of  Connectl- 
enl,  attended  this  day'. 

Mi>  Tait,  frotn  the  commiuee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  bill,  from  the  oilter  House, 
Buthonzio^  a  coutiiiution  and  Stale  OoTarn- 
meat,  An^  la  the  UiHouri  Territorf,  reputed  tbe 
aane  with  aiotitdmeBta,  whith  were  read.  [Tt« 
ameadoKDt  rvcommewkd  bp  tke  eotDiiutua  is  M 
Hrik*  wt  the  oImim  whiah  prahibiia  slavMr  in 
the  Dew  Siate.1 

Tbe  bill  maiiof  proviaioa  (at  ibe  ciriUBaKioD 
af  tb«  ladian  uibcis  a^owin^  tke  frouier  aetda- 
BKata,  was  nad  the  moMid  ume. 

Tbe  Bmmk  reHuned  tba  aoBtideraiioa  of  (be 
npotlof  tb«  CnaBiaea  «D  tb*  Poai  Office  aeA 
Poal  Rosda,  la  lAtm  waa  MTenvd  ■  readaliaavf 
tta  BoMe, iiMlMalivr  ibeia  to  "iaquir*  iMs  the 
et^ieMf  of  auihoraiog  tfae  PoMnaMer  Oen- 
eru  t«  eniiilD7  u  armed  guard  tta  the  pnttmion 
of  tbe  mkil*  of  the  tToiled  Slatea  on  nich  mail 
rontea  a>  he  ma]F  deem  oeeeasarr ;  and  in  con- 
enmnce  therewith, 

Beiotvtd,  That  it  I*  not  ezpedieoi  to  anthOT' 
Ite,  the  P<aima*ter  Qeoeral  to  emaloy  an  aimed 
(tiatd  Coi  tbe  pMtection  of  the  maus  of  iha  TSni- 
led  Siatei. 

Ht.  Var  DtKi,  from  the  CkimmLtiee  am  Pm^ 
ai»n«,  to  iriiom  wae  referred  the  bill  for  tba  BcUtf 
of  Phaba  Suwi,  icfMHed  ibe  (ana  wiihoM 
Haaadawit. 

The  Beoaie  reinroed  tbe  cotraideniiM  of  the 
npnnof  (he  Comoutiec  en  Peneiooa,  to  wkam 
wai  referred  the  petttioa  of  Elizabeth  B.  H.  Vor- 
aftk;  aadiaoaiwwreiwa  therewith,  tbapeiitjoiier 
mA  iearo  to  wilbdiaw  her  pettaioa. 

The  SeiuM  reaunaod,  at  m  Comaitteeof  the 
Whoi^  the  cnuideaatioo  of  tbe  bill  for  the  bai- 
M  organimiOB  «f  the  Milinrf  Aeademr;  and, 
n  metioD  b*  Mr.  WtLLiAMa,  af  Tenneeaee,  the 
ftvtber  eooeideraiioB  thereof  wai  poatpooed  imtU 
the  5ih  dajr  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  coQaideraiion  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
part  of  an  act  passed  on  the  twenty-aeveniti  day 
of  Februiiy,  1813,  entitled  "An  act  in  adililion  to 
'An  act  regulating  tbePost Office  Eaiabliehmenti" 
and  no  amendment  hnring  been  madet  it  wai  re- 
ported 10  the  Hsuee,  and  wdared  19  he  eagnaaad 
ud  reads  third  lisMi 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  ComaMtweof  tba 
Whole,  tbe  aoMidAtUio*  oC  lin  btU  aMhanu^ 
ike  PoauaasiH  GenaMl  lo  MoatMi,  t»  ia  other 
saiaa,  for  Guryisg  th«  mail  Im  •teanbawte  ba- 
iweeB  Hew  OrUaa%  in  the  Suie  of  Leabiana, 
and  LoaisTille,  lo  the  Siaie  of  Eemacfay;  to- 
geiher  with  the  emeadmeiH  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  OSceaod  Post  Roads  i 
and  the  amendment  baring  been  disagreed  to, 
and  DO  amendment  having  beea  made  to  the  bill, 
it  was  repotted  to  tbe  House,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  BonfiiLL.,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  what  business  it 
will  he  necessary  to  act  on  duiing  the  preatnt  ms- 
■ion,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  coositferation  of  the 
biH  respecting  the  tranenorutfon  of  penoni  of 
edor  for  sale,  or  to  be  herd  to  labor. 

Some  debate  arose  on  this  bill,  in  which  it  was 
advocated  by  Hesirs.  BcaaiUL,  Eaton,  and  Wil- 
BOK,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Magom,  and  Fao- 
KUfTiH;  in  the  course  of  which  tbe  last  named 
gentleman,  foe  the  purpose  of  deslroying  it,  niH«4 
i»  pasipone  the  bUl  iadifiailaly. 

This  vieslioD  wae  deoiiled  in  iba  acgatir*— 
yeas  7,  nnye  2&,  as  foUows : 

YtAm~m*m^  FMmenlln,  GaiHer^  JohnsMi,  Ifc- 
•■«,  Tait,  l>ribet,  a^  WUiama  of  MWMippL 

Vam— HeesB*.  BHbow,  BmtS,  CiittMdni,  B«c- 
tett,  EaMw,  Eppea,  BMtar,  Ung,  LMesk,  LeAe, 
MeiBB,  Metfil,  MeUe,  Olb,  Pakaw,  Rsherta,  Bag- 
glw,  Senibrd,  Stokei^  Btorer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tm- 
ttm,  Taa  Djike,  ani  WUmb. 

Tlie  bill  was  (hen  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fbr  a 
third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentaliTfe 
informed  ue  Senate  that  tbe  Hetin  hare  passed 
tbe  bill  whicb  originated  in  tbe  SeitUe,  entitted 
"An  act  Eupplementarv  to  the  acts  coaeerning 
the  coasiias  trad^  with  amendments;  also,  tbe 
bill,  entitled  -'An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Alabama  Territory,  to  form  a  constitniion  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  origitul  Stales,"  with  amendments ;  in  which 
amendments  they  request  the  cnncurreoce  of  the 
Senate.  Tbey  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
eslabLshiug  a  separate  Territorial  guverament  ia 
the  southern  part  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  j" 
a  bill,  eotitlai  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  sap- 
plcmcniaty  to  an  act,  entitled  'Aa  aot  for  iha  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Wilson ;"  and,  also,  a  resoliuion  de- 
olafing  tbe  manner  in  which  the  Tesaala  coin- 
poaina  tita  Nery  of  tbe  Untied  SlMea  sbaU  h« 
naoMd;  in  which  biUe  and  resolBdoa  they  re^»es< 
the  ooncnrreaee  of  the  Seaata; 

Tbe  bills  and  lesoliuion  last  mantiooed,  woe 
read,  and  peseed  to  the  seeond  reading. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  *An  act  eitabtisbing  a  sepa- 
rate Territorial  govetiiment  in  tbe  soaibern  pert 
of  the  Territory  of  Misaoari,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  on  motion 
by  Mr.  CniTTKNSBR,  it  was  referred  to  the  com* 
mitiae,  to  whom  was  referred  on  the  11th  De- 
cember, 1818,  tbe  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
ihaAJabama  Tecritory,  praying  admission  into 
the  UaioB  as  a.  State,  to  consider  and  report 
ihereeo. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  ui  act, 
sanplamtMary  to  an  act,  cntiiM  'An  aet  for  the 
(Mief  of  TiiMDai  Wilson,"  was  read  the  seeotid 
line  by  Banniiaaut  eoaseat,  and  referred  ia  ibe 
Commiiice  erf*  Claims. 

The  reiolaiion  dcciaring  the  matteer  in  iriiieh 
the  ressels  eonpoaiDR  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  named,  was  read  the  second  lime 
by  unanimoos  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Cem- 
mitcee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee,  the  con- 
siderations of  the  bill  making  appropriations  fbt 
the  support  of  Qarernment  for  tbe  cnrreol  year. 
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FaWDARK,  1619. 


VuiMu>mfiMlt»enttw*MicfM»t«dbftkeC«ak- 
mittH  orPiuaec,  hmUd;  appnpriatioM  Tor  oh- 
jeeu  anihorized  aioec  tb»  pamga  of  iba  bill  u 
the  Hoase,  and  to  aonfwm  tits  jMoriawat  of  the 
bill  10  talaries  ioereued,  Ac  One  of  the  amtitd- 
BUBta  lesQTtcd,  wai  nwUog  a  furlhar  appropri- 
aiioD  of  S76,M4  for  the  cenlie  bBiUing  of  the 
Capitol. 

The  aBMDdineDts  wue  not  gone  through,  wheo 
the  bill  was  laid  over  tutil  (B-oor/ow. 

TnsBiT,  FebtMrr  83. 

The  pBEfliDENT  commanieated  the  cndeniiale 
ofiViLLEE  Tatlob,  appoioied  ^  SeoatDT  bf  the 
Iie^atve  of  the  Slate  of  ladliaa.  for  the  term 
of  liz  years,  commeociog  on  the^urLh  day  oT 
March  Dext;  wbieti  were  read,  aod  laid  on  file. 

Hr.  WtLUAMB,  of  MUsiuippi.  preaeoied  the 
peiiiion  of  the  inhabitaou  of  Qretn,  and  of  Jack- 
■ODCOUDlTiiD  the  Slate  of  UiMiisippijTepreseot- 
ing  t]njL  the  npvth  of  the  PBie«gaalK.rir«T  i*  the 
iBoet  euitable  pUee  for  a  port  of  nlr|r  wd  de- 
limjr  ID  that  Stue,  aid  praying  that  it  taay  be 
deugDsUd  ai  each  by  the  conpeteot  amhorUy  t 
aad  ll><  pctitiou  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  Ibe  commiuae,  lo  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  aci  Mtabliibing  a 
sejwrace  Territorial  gorernmeni  in  the  soutbera 
part  of  ibe  Territory  of  Miuouri,"  reported  the 
Htme  wiiboui  aawndment. 

The  Senate  reiutned  the  aensideraiioD  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Comioitlee  on  Military  Affain.  to 
WDom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  Captain  Big- 

Kr's  campany;  and  io   concurrence  iberewltb, 
•  petitioners  bad  leave  to  witbdraw  their  pe- 

The  Senate  reiumed  the  conslderaiion  of  the 
reppri  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
wa«  referred  tbe  petition  of  Fieire  Lacoste)  and, 
on  moilan  by  Mr.  Qot-ossoBoniiB,  the  farther 
eoBsideratioa  ti]eie«f  wa«  poMpgaed  uuU  the 
5)k  of  M»rcti  next. 

Mr.  EoBBKra  pfee«M«l  tbe  petittOA  of  UU 
etMel  Z«0K,  pmyiDg  Mm  rontvalaf  the  pMMt 
lif  bt  for:  the  fnHlna  i«tn  of  fowi«en  jtrnwi  Eat 
thft  ianMion  «C  a  mukim  for  ihetUag  m  knli* 
■M  do«er«M<li;  Md  ib«  peiiltOD  km  mi,  mmi 
f«r«re«d  10  Ik*  OuBMiun  ••  OomnnriM  and 


Vbt'Senate  MFo^wJetf 
uaente  of  the  Hone  of  ReprcMntatlTe*  !•  the 
bitt,  entitled  "An  tet  ro  enable  the  people  of  the 
Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  coostitoiioQ  and 
Eftale  gorercment,"  &c»  and  concurred  therein. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  anend- 
meois  of  the  House  of  RepreseniatiTes  to 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  tbe 
coDoernicg  the  coasting  trade;"  and  coneurred 
therein.' 

Mr.  Daoqitt,  from  the  Commiltee  on  For- 
eign RektioDf,  reported  tbe  bill  lo  protect  the 
Domranee  of  the  Uuted  States  fron  piraoy, 
with  suadiy  mneDdraeBU;  which  were  cobi^ 
ered  and  agreed  to  by  tlfs  Seaai^  and  ikc  bill 
Mdeivd  to  be  eogtosaed  fW  a.tfaiid  r«di»g. 


Tbe  bill  ia  adiitiDa  le  tke  aai  ewwenwag  tan- 
nage and  diserigaJDaiing  dniies;  aadlhabiUl* 
coBlinae  in  foree  &t  a  hriher  lioM  the  •«!  br 
flatabUabsDf  tradiag.4iann  wtob  Ibe  ladiwi  tribe* 
scvatally  pnssed.  throogh  CowOHMeea  «f  the 
Whole,  were  ameatM,  aid  ordered  t*  be  read  a 
third  titne. 

The  bill  from  the  Hense  of  Represeotaitrea 
autberizing  tbe  Iran sportat ton  of  the  mails  in 
steamboats,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  eagroBMd  bill  for  the  relief  of  Iwob  Putk- 
hill ;  the  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  a  part  of  ibe 
act  concerning  the  Post  Ofice  HJepartment, 
passed  in  1813;  snd  tbe  engrossed  bill  respect- 
ing tbe  trsDsporUtion  of  persons  of  color  for  sale 
or  to  be  held  to  labor,  were  severailf  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOiouoB,  from  ihe  Commitlee  of 
Claims,  made  an  uofarorable  report  on  tbe  peti- 
tion of  Samnel  Slerrett ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOBOB,  from  tbe  Commiltee  of 
Olaims,  to  whom  was  referred  ihe  bill,  entitled 
"Anact  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Callan," reported 
the  same  witbont  emefldmeot. 

TbB  Senate  resttised  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  joint  committee,  on  the  sutjeet  of 
ibepnblic  printing;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  joint  resolnti on,  directing  the  aeeerutin- 
ment  of  tbe  36lb  degree  30  mmntes  of  north 
latitude,  on  the  wen  bank  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  was  taken  np,  and  ordered  to  be  cngrtaaed, 
and  was  subsequently  read  tbe  third  time,  ana 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  tbe 
Treasory  Department,  passed  ihrongh  a  Com- 
mitlee of  ihe  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

APPBOPBIATION  BUL. 

The  flenate  lesumed,  as  in  Gonautiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considerauoa  of  tbe  bill  "  BnUif 
approprialioBs  (m  tbe  support  of  QoTernmaM 
fei  tbe  ytnr  1819;"  together  with  tbe  amesd- 
meois  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
oance;  and  the  ameDdmenta  baring  been  sU 
agveed  to,  exoepttng  tbe  one  proposiiigan  appc*- 
priatlon  w  prateeBiing  the  work  on  tbeeentra 
of  the  CajritoJ,  whseh  was  disagreed  to,  tbe  hilt 
was  reported  to  the  House  amended  aeeeidinglyi 
and,  on  the  question,  to  concur  in  the  foUowiag 
amendtaeiu,  agreed  tp  as  ia  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole : 

Steike  from  Una  896,  to  ibc  end  of  tbe  31Slh 
line,  and  inswt  the  flailawiog: 


from  CDmbeiland  to  tbe  Ohio  riTer,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoDSand  dailais,  and  for  cai>]{iletinK  the  said 
road,  ths  sam  of  two  hnndred  anj  eigfatj-five  thon- 
sand  dollan.  which  severat  sunu  hereby  appraprlated, 
together  wiib  tbs  emonnt  herelofi»e  Mvaneed  by  Ibe 
United  States  Ibr  making  said  tosd,  shall  be  repeld 
OBt  of  the  fond  reserved  for  laying  out  and  making 
M«d«  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indina,  end  Illinois,  I7 
virtae  of  ths  ssverai  ads  fbr  the  admiaiioii  of  Oe 
into  the  Unien :" 


oogle 
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It  wu  detemtiwd  in  ibe  affirmBtire— r^*  ^, 
NT*  13,  u  foUowt ; 

TsAi— M«Mr*.  Bnnill,  DmMt,  Euon,  Eppe*, 
OmUiH,  QotdibOTOfith,  Honaj,  Jolmmi,  Kinf ,  L«- 
06ck,  Lmke,  MbIImi,  Honil,  Otia,  PtlMr,  Bobnti, 
BuibH,  Tail,  Ticbenor,  Van  DjU,  Wiliumi  of 
MiMiMippi,  and  Wilion. 

NAT! — M«Mn.  Bvbonr,  Grittciidaii,  E  J  want*, 
Framentta,  Macon.  Koirow,  Nobla,  Bagglaa,  Btnhaa, 
Talbot,  Tajlor,  Tlutmaa,  and  Willianu  of  Tonluaaae. 

T^e  ciher  amrDdmeDta  hariDE  bean  coneuired 
in.  (bef  were  ordered  lo  be  cngioMcd,  and  Ibe 
bill  be  Ttad  ft  tbird  time  u  amended. 


Mr.  Thomas  gave  nolice  that  to>moiro«  be 
iboald  ask  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  j^Dting  a 
doDation  of  land  to  ibe  Slate  of  IlliDou,  for  the 
seal  of  sovernmenl  of  raid  Stale. 

Mr.  Otis  preaented  ihe  petition  of  Heary 
Rice,  of  Boston,  and  also  of  Joabna  Aubin,  of 
the  same  place,  praviDg  tbat  oertain  duties  paid 
bf  ihem  mHf  be  refunded,  with  ioierest  theteon, 
oi  some  other  lelief  gTanied,  as  staled  in  the  pe- 
titions; which  were  read,  and  leipeetively  re- 
ferred t%  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  RoBBBTa,from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
t»  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
Id  addition  to  an  acl,  supplementarjr  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomaa  Wil- 
son," reported  ih«  name  tvithout  amendment 

Mr.  TiiT,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolutioB  declar- 
ing tne  manner  in  which  the  vessels  composior 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  sba)!  be  named, 
reported  tbe  same  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  con- 
earred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  aaiitled  "An  act  regalating  passenger  ship* 
and  vessels,"  except  ibe  sisih,  and  in  that,  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  Tbey  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementarv  to  tbe  act.  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bvojamin  Wells ;" 
aad  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  cf 
QMrge  M.  Brook  and  Edmand  P.  Kminedr  i"  in 
which  bill*  they  reqneai  tb«  eoncnmnee  of  ibc 
B«nat«. 

The  aaid  two  bills  were  lead,  and  pasaed  lo  ibe 
second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  tn  consider  the  aiaend- 
meats  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  to  tbaii 


sixth  amendment  to  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  patsi 
curred  therein. 


)  Ibe  bill, 
ships  and 


vessels,"  and  con- 


The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Samnel  Sterrett,  was 
taken  up,  and  agreed  lo. 

Tbe  general  appropriation  bill  for  1819  was 
read  tbe  third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  con- 
cerning loaoage  and  discrimiaattng  duties ;  the 
eDgroB!>ed  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further 
lime  the  acl  lo  estebliab  trading-baatc*  with  the 


ladfan  iribes;.the  engrotted  bill  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  United  Stales  fiom  piracr }  and         i 
the  engrossed  bill  fijr  the  better  organization  of         I 
the  Treasury  Deparimeai ;  were  severally  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  lo  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  tbe 
registers  aod  receivers  of  public  moneys ;  the  bill 
for  tbe  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille ;  the  hill  for 
the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Qnerlaio  i  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
RosBlieP.  Deslaode;  the  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Eli  Hart,  of  Nathaniel  Biidseye,  and  Daniel 
Booth,  of  John  Rodriguez,  and  tor  tbe  relief  of 
Joseph  Doze t,  aod  Aaloioe  Bonxoud,  seveojUy 
passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  PBBBi%E]tT  commutticated  a  report  from 
ihe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasnry,  exhibiting  the 
emoluments  of  the  collectors  of  Ihe  cnaloms; 
which  was  read, 

REPORT  ON  THE  SEUINOLE  WAR. 

Mr.  Laoock,  from  the  committee  appointed  in 

earsoaoce  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th 
•ecember  last,  "That  the  Message  of  the  Pres-         | 
'  idem  and  documents,  relative  to  Ihe  Seminole         , 
'  war,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  shall         j 
'  have  auiboritv,  if  necessary^  lo  send  for  persons         , 
'  and  papers ;  that  said  committee  inquire  relative         | 
'  to  the  advance  of  tbe  United  States  troops  into         i 
<  West  Florida ;  whether  Ihe  officers  in  command         I 
'  at  Peasacola  aod  St.  Marks  were  amenable  to,         i 
'  and  under  the  control  of,  Spain  ;  and,  parlicu-         ! 
'  larlv,  what  circumstances  existed,  to  authorize 
■  or  justify  Ihe  Commaadiog  General  in  taking 
'  possession  of  those  posts,"  reported : 

That  they  have,  undBr  the  aatbeiity  confsrred  on  ' 

them,  i^led  for  and  eiamined  persona  and  papers. 
The  testimony  obtained  is  herewith  submitt^.  Ttie  - 
eoamiiltae,  after  the  moal  mature  and  diipaaalMiate 
examination  of  the  aobject,  ofler  fw  the  cooaidaiation 
of  Ibe  Beaate  Ihe  fbUowias  narratiTe  oftkcls,  and  tbe 
opinioM  and  dadnotions  cleariy  aiiaing  from,  and 
Slowing  oat  a(  the  freta  thus  presented.  On  the  oii- 
gin  of  tha  boaliUtias  between  the  United  Statea  aad 


raniBdpallT  lofitiveafiDn  dM  Boie  afletk- 

reedent  within  the  limiu  of  the  Uaila4 

AAsr  the  TraaQr  ot  1814,  with  the  CHek  In- 


b«r  rftheae  fitfitivee,  aa  the  Indian*  who  waie  diaaat 
iaftad  with  tlie  proviaiona  of  tbat  treaty  look  rafiiie  in 
the  Fl^daa;  ehanahing,  there  can  be  little  doobt, 
faelinga  of  boetili^  to  tbe  United  Slalea.  These  fcel- 
ings  aeem  to  haia  been  strengthened  by  tbe  inSnence 
of  foreign  enisaaiiee,  who  bad  taken  np  thm  rasideiica 
amrag  then ;  among  whom,  as  Ihe  moat  conspicuooa, 
were  Alexander  Aibnthnot  and  Robert  C.  Amtniater. 
In  Ihia  aUta  of  things.  It  t^ieara  that  Ibe  Execntive 
Department  of  the  Uovemnent  deemed  it  necessary, 
for  tbe  aecnri^  of  Ibe  ftontier,  to  eaUbUah  a  line  of 
forta  near  the  aoulhem  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
and  lo  occupy  those  IbrtifieationB  with  peiliona  of  tbe 
regular  forees,  and  by  tliaee  meane  peace  ' —  — '- 
lainsd  with  tbe  Indiana  witil  Ou  Bpring  a 
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B^art  M  tie  Stminale  fTor. 


Sbhati 


of  IBIT,  when  thai^nlwbroMwara  wittdimwm  liroia 
tha  potto  Ml  tiM  Qcovgia  froDtiir,  and  omomtntad  it 
Fact  Hoalgomerj,  on  Ilia  Ahbun*  liw,  a  omUen- 
btodktaBosWMtofUwQMrpsliB*.  BatitaMmadiBl 
ttoat  thi>  tims  m  border  Hwhra  wm  onamMMd  bc- 
t«aantb«  Seniaol*  Indiau  and  tiM  (rantiar  InhabitBiite 
ot  GMTfia.  It  ii  diffieak  to  detennin*  with  CMtaiDty 
who  anuamoad  tboiB  boatilitiM,  or  on  whom  tbe 
graatcrt  injnriM  wan  j"**"***-  0«n«nl  Oalnaa,  kow- 
oTcr,  danawded  ■  rattandar  at  the  IndiaBa  wbe  had 
ca«nittad  ontragea  ok. the  bontkn  of  OaofgU.  With 
thi«  dmand  they  Tefiued  to  comply,  aUeging  that  the 
fint  aad  giaataat  aggntdoat  had  been  mtde  by  Uia 
lAita  Bua.  In  oeoaaqaanea  of  tbia  nftiaal,  Oanaral 
Gainaa  WM  •nIboriMd  by  tha  Baontary  of  War,  athia 
diacniion,  to  nmova  the  Indiana  atUI  famaiDing  en  the 
laadi  oadad  to  tha  United  Stetaa  by  tKe  treaty  nade 
with  the  Oiaaka  in  IBU;  in  ao  doing  be  ia  told  thai " 
Bone  of  Asm  aa  hoataga  . 
I  to  tha  depedalioDB  eom- 
a  paramauce  of  tUa  diaora- 
tiatiaiy  Mthatity,  Oananl  Oaini 
sent  of  oaar  tbiea  Inmdiad  men, 
at  H^or  Twigs*,  >o  eunennd  and  l^e  an  Indian  *!]• 
iMga,  called  Fowl  Town,  abovl  fHHtetn  nilee  Ihwi 
roTt  Bcoit,  and  near  the  FbMida  Hna.  Tkia  datMsh- 
nmt  airirad  at  Fowl  Town  in  the  night,  and  Ifca  In- 
diana, taking  the  •Ura,  and  tjiag  to  an  ad)aeent 
swamp,  vitn  find  on  by  the  detachment,  aid  one 
man  and  one  wetnan  killod.  Two  Indiana  were  made 
Biiaonera.  Thedatadunent  ratonied  to  Port  Seott.  A 
day  er  two  aiknaarda,  a*  atated  by  Captain  MolntMh, 
wko  waa  of  Iho  party,  abevt  tlta  aaiM  aombar  of  troopa 
paid  a  aeoond  vuit  to  tba  aank 
fat  (he  patpoaa  of  obt^ning  propat^.  WUta  loading 
Ibair  wagana  with  oora,  and  eoUecting  hoiMa  and  cat- 
tle, they  ware  fired  npm  by  tha  bdiao^  and  a  aUr- 
miab  enaned,  in  wUcba  amall  loaa  waa  aoalaiiMd  an 
,._.,.  _,>__  It  U  atated  by  Cq)tain  Tonng,  tha  topo- 
nginaer,  that  thia  tawn  contained  abont  M 
a  wainoi%  baaidaa  wwnen  and  eltildian. 
A  law  daya  altar  the  alfclr  of  Fowl  Town,  Uentea- 
aat  Boett,  with  a  dataohiMnt  of  fiirty  men,  aeren  wo- 
«en,  and  aome  chtldran,  aaeending  the  ApiwlBChl 
with  eletUng  and  aappliea  f?r  the  garrfaon  of 
eeott,  wba»  witUn  a  bw  milea  of  that  place  waa  at> 
tsakad  by  a  party  oT  Indiana;  himealf  and  hia  whole 
peaty  Ml  TitttaM  to  their  ftuy,  neept  fix  men,  who 
■■ne  their  aeoape,  and  one  woman  made  priaoner. 

From  thia  Hme  the  war  became  more  aciiooi ;  the 
Indiana,  in  eoniiderable  nambara,  were  imlxMUed,  and 
an  open  attack  waa  made  on  Fort  Bcott  General 
Gainea,  with  abont  flOO  regular  nidiera,  waa  conflaed 
to  the  ganiaon.  In  thia  atate  of  thinga,  inlbrmation 
Jiaving  been  eommnnietted  to  the  War  Dnartment, 
Ooneral  Jackeon  waa  ordered  to  take  the  field ;  he  waa 
adviaed  of  tha  regnUr  and  militia  ibrce,  emonnting  to 
1,800  man,  provided  fcr  that  aerrice,  and  the  eatimaled 
fiwce  by  Oeneral  Gainea,  of  the  enemy,  eaid  to  be  3,800 
etrong;  and  direoted,  if  he  dionld  coaiidar  Lho  force 
mrided  inaaffidant  to  beat  tba  anemy,  to  call  on  the 
Oorernon  of  tha  adjoining  Stetea  for  aneb  portion*  of 
the  militiB  BB  ha  migbtlhlnk  raqoialle.  On  Ibe  receipt 
of  thia  order  Oeneral  Jackaen,  Inataad  of  obaarring  the 
ordara  at  the  Dapartmanl  of  War,  by  calHng  on  the 
Oovaraor  of  Tenaeasae,  then  in  NaahTilt^  near  the 
plaMof  hia  raaideme,  ohoae  to  appeal  (lowae  Ua  own 
expnarione)  to  tha  nattiotiBm  of  the  Weal  Tennamee- 
•B*i  who  had  aarted  ondar  him  in  the  laat  war.    1,000 
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nonnted  gnn-mea,  and  (wo  cempaidaa  of  what  ware 
eaUad  life-goard*,  with  tile  otmoet  alacrity,  tdontear- 
ad  their  aerrioe^  from  the  Statee  of  Tenneaaae  amd 
Kentucky,  and  repaired  to  hia  alanderd.  Offieen  wcm 
appointed  to  conunaud  thia  eoipa  by  the  Genaral  him- 
aalf,  or  by  other  peraona  acting  under  bia  antboitty. 
Thna  oiganited,  they  ware  mnriered  into  tba  •erriea 
of  the  United  Statea. 

About  die  time  General  Jackaon  waa  organndng 
ia  detachment  of  volunteen  in  the  State  of  Tennea- 
■ee,  or  perhaps  preriaoily  thereto.  General  Gainea  waa 
likewiae  employed  in  rairiog  fbrcei  among  tbe  Creek 
Indiana.  Thare  waa  thia  dtflerence  in  the  two  caeea: 
Oeneral  Jaekaon  laiaed  hia  army  in  dieregard  of  poat- 
tire  ordera ;  General  OalDee,  withoat  eidera,  took  npon 
htraaelf  the  antbmty  of  retaing  an  army  of  at  laaat 
1,SOO  Creek  Imfiane,  appointing  tbeir  officeia,  with  a 
Brigadier  General  at  tbeir  bead,  and  Iftewiae  mnater- 
ing  thia  force  into  the  aerrice  of  the  United  Statea. 

Wbtleyonr  committee  feel  a  pleaaan  in  apptaoding 
tbe  leal  and  promptitude  that  have  marked  the  milt 
tary  conduct  of  tMae  general  offieert  on  many  former 
oeceaioni,  tbey  wonld  feel  tbamadvea  wanting  in  Iheb 
dn^  to  the  Beoale  and  tba  nation  if  ttwy  did  not  a- 
preaa  their  decided  diaa^iobatioa  of  the  emtdoet  at 
the  comnunding  generab,  in  the  atepa  tliey.(o^  l« 
raiae  andorganiie  the  force  employed  on  thia  ocoaaioa. 
Tbara  waa  no  law  in  aiialence  tut  aothoriaad  er^ 
tbe  Preaideat  of  the  United  State*  to  ratae  or  acc^ 
the  Barrioaa  of  Tolonteera.  The  law  paaaad  for  that 
pnrpoMtiad  expired  in  the  year  181(L  The  Coneti- 
tntion  of  lbs  United  Statee  givee  to  Congraaa,  aioln- 
aively,  llie  power  of  raiaing  armiee,  and  to  the  Praai- 
dent  and  Banate  the  power  of  ^pointing  tha  (Aoaia 
to  command  tboee  armiea  when  ralaad.  The  Conati- 
tutioof  likewiae,  giraa  Congreaa  power  to  proride  lor 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  exeeota  the  lawa  of  tha 
ipel  ii 


Tea  to  the  State*,  reapeottrely,  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  the  offioera.  In  conformi^  with  tbe  laat 
recited  proTiidan  of  the  Conatitotion,  the  Congreaa  of 
the  United  Statea  hare  paeaed  lawa  antboriang  tha 
Preaidant,  wben  the  cootingendea  above  alluded  to 
■luald  happen,  to  call  on  tba  goTamora,  or  any  militia 
I,  of  tbe  reapectiTe  Stalea,  fin  each  portion  of 
the  militia  aa  he  might  deem  refoidte  fcr  (be  occaaioi^ 
and,  in  atiict  obaamiM*  of  tbeae  lawi^  waa  Genetd 
JaAwn  «rdaMd  to  oall  an  (be  OoTamaia  of  the  Statii 
adjaeent  to  (he  aeat  at  war,  for  the  reqoidte  militia 

It  ia  with  regnt  that  the  eoMmlttee  are  eompelM 
to  dedare,  tbat  tlmy  eoneeire  Qeneaal  Jacka«i  to  haM 
diaregafded  the  poaillee  ofdeta  of  (be  Itapartnent  ef 
War,  die  Conadtntton,  and  hwa ;  that  ha  baa  lakm 
open  binwalf  not  only  tha  axereiae  ef  thoee  powan 
detapMd  to  Congree*,  aa  the  eole  legialatire  anthoiito 
of  die  nadon.  and  to  die  PreNden(  and  SenaU,  aa  * 
rdatae  to  the  appetntmenta,  bnt  of  the  poww  which 
had  beui  aipraaaly  reearrad  to  the  BtalM,  in  the  w- 
peintmant  of  the  ofilaam  of  tba  militiai  a  power  the 


power  tl 
more  valDable  to  tM  staiea  oacaiue,  aa  tbey  had  aor- 
rendeied  to  the  General  Oovemment  the  raianoea  and 
^yaical  force  of  the  natiea,  tbey  oonld  only  look  le 
tbeoAceia  of  (he  militia  aa  a  aeeoti^  againat  the  pa^ 
nble  aboaa  of  the  delegated  power.  Tbe  committM 
find  tbe  melancholy  foct  befiHC  them,  that  military  oA> 
cere,  aren  at  thia  aarh  at^e  of  (hia  Republic,  have, 
wtthout  tlM  abadinr  of  antboriQ,  raiNd  aa  army  of  at 
laaat  two  tboiwand  five  hnndrad  mm,  uiA  aMiaMMd 


aea 
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down  to  UMlowMtnAtltarnof  •comjwjtj.  Towlum 
wnelluMa  oBcen  «oc<Hmtible  fbrtharomdnetl  Not 
to  ths  Prandant  of  th«  United  Statei,  for  it  wtU  be 
found  that  it  wu  not  aoD<idei«d  oocsaaiy  eras  to 
fiUDub  liiiD  with  ■  lilt  of  their  naiaw;  uid  not  ontil 
tlw  paj-roIl(  wan  msde  out,  and  pajniMit  daraandDd, 
n«(a  ufl  pMMKu  known  to  tha  Depoitnaot  ofWac 
And  in  tawpUcoit  iafn^)«(tQ  obaarro,  that  Oanonl 
J||ck>on  aaaned  li>  couidai  tboap  officeta  of  bia  owb 
cfMlioiii  compalont  to  di««h*rc*  ^U  tha  ItuictiDu  of 
offican  apfmolad  bj  iha  iiithorilj  of  tha  Ganpial  or 
StftlaOoreromaot^  let  wa  find  Sr«  of  ihaa  datailad 
lUUrwaidi  to  «et  on.  a  gaoaial  caut  B>«tti»l, 
of  lift  *iid  dearth-  Midit  not,  oq  tha  aame  ptinnploa, 
Qaoand  Jackaoo  h«TS  tried,  nfodeiuiiBd,  and  azecioad 
anjofficar  of  the  Qmtgia  Daililia>  bf  tlia  lantance  of  i 
eatut  mutialT  oompaaad  of  offioan  ctaMed  bj  l^a 
and  balding  tlu^r  aanuBad  ■lUbM^  br  t^e  tepuw  of 
hiawiUl 

Youi  cenuMttea  wfll  dinaiai  lUa  branch  of  tha  aab> 
jeet  bj  obaarrlng  tfcat,  oonaiataDUj  witb  the  cbaiattai 
^id  genina  of  our  OsvenuMBt,  no  oAear,  bowarn 
bigh  or  azAltad  hia  atalioD,  can  be  jailiflad  lor  «n  in- 
fraction of  tha  Conatitatloa ;  it  ii  an  oflance  againal 
the  aorateigittj  of  tha  nation,  Ihk  aoTaraigntf  b^ng 
leated  in  the  great  bo^  of  tha  people.  The  Oonati> 
tMkm  ia  the  written  eipreaaion  of  their  will,  and  *bo*e 
tlM  control  of  all  the  pablic  functionariea  MinbiMd. 
And  when  that  iMtrntnent  baa  been  Tiolalad,  the 
people  alone  hare  power  t«  grant  the  indamnftr  for  ila 
infraction;  and  ell  Uwt  can  be  aald  in  ftvor  of  the o^ 
fioer  who  tranacendi  hit  conatitntMnal  powara,  mnat 
be  taken  not  in  jiutification  of  the  act,  Imt  in  miiig*- 
tien  of  tbe  enamit;  of  the  offence  committ^.  With 
thJe  *iew  of  the  iDbject,  which  tbej  conoeiTe  to  be  a 
comet  one,  Ibe  commit(«e  hive  in  «sia  aongbt  for  an 
excnie  for  the  commaDding  general.  He  haa  atatad 
in  hia  tetter  to  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  aaanming  the 
power  to  judge  Ibr  the  Nadanal  Legialalure,  that  a 
volunteer  force  of  mounted  gun  men  would  be  the 
loMt  eipeoaive  and  tbe  moat  eflldeuL  Hia  duty  waa 
to  exeeate  tbe  orders  of  bia  anpeiior  ^een,  not  to 
diaobey  Ihem ;  to  obserte  and  enforce  the  lawi,  not 
violate  Ibem.  Obedience  and  aobordination  are  llt» 
fint  and  hjgbeat  dotiea  of  a  aoldiar,  and  Be  me  knew- 
belter  Ibe  tmlb  of,  and  tbe  necaaaily  far,  obaetvl^ 
tbia  maxim,  than  the  officer  in  queation.  For  tbe 
truth  of  thk  obMnatMn,w«  ItaMbuown  daclaratua. 
In  hie  UllM  to  the  Secrriaiy  of  War.  of  Uth  Jannaij, 
1818,  he  tm,  "yonr  letter,  nanlnaing  jour  gtaenl 
order  of  the  SBth  altinta,  baa  been  reoalredi  lik«  jm, 
aaU  I  hBTB  no  other  foaUnga.to  grati^  than  tlwae  eoA- 
nwitod  with  Ibe  pnblic  good,  and  it  gif  ea  ae  pleaMre 
to.Hnd  wo  eoincMe  in  tliMeopiiiioaacaknktaa  to  pro- 
dace  it  Beaponajlnli^  now  reita  where  it  ihoald— 
on  the.offioer  naning  the  order— and  tbe  pHuoipIe  Mr 
knowledgml  ia  celculUed  la  inmre  that  labtxiliaatiea 
ao  neeaeMtj  to  tbe  bannoniona  moremeiU  of  every 
patt  of  the  military  madtine." 

"  ia  be  regretted,  that  an  officer  who  aeamcd  to  ba 


-      - ;  and  while  tbe  comnitlee 

wiUing  to  admit  tiiat  tbe  volontear  forcea  called  into 
aarfjca  by  General  Jackaon  were  more  effideiit  and 
laaa.eifMuivo  than  the  militk,  bad  ba  aMdinad  bine 


■atftotfaniMBd  pnpeitflon  of  oOeaM,  Ihia,  tbay  ea». 
caive,  abonld  nM  be  niged.  aa  an  aifwnanl  in  Amir  of 
emptying  tb«a^or  pla«l  in  jnaiiieaiann  of  dwonlaw- 
folaot;  be  if  thaae  rMOOM  ba  oottridand  aoBohww, 
and alwald ba aotuiaaaed in,  tbqr  will  bearaliad arith 
inereaaed  l«roa  (ibrtifiad  by  tUa  pneadant)  in  all  Bi^ 
tura  wniB ;  an  aimj  of  ragnlaca  vriB  be  eonrt*«ni.(aa 
they  raallgi  8k)  moie  affideat  and  leaa  anpaMiea  Dmk 
ulhai  tk«  tflbmteeia,  if  Mibnned  by  law,«(  thaaB. 


m  BMV  anggeat ;  «l  all 

->  that  m^aeoQii  in  a 

future  mr,  where  tbcnaaaaai^JwiU  bakaaalMat  than 
intbapMaeat.  Tbiawar  waa.  waged  when  tha  Uai- 
led  Staiaa  war*  al  peaoa  with  all  (ha  wartd,  exow 
thin  miaifaUa  udiacirlinad  handilli  of  "  ilnlnilart  In 


aidM  the  aM-tboaaandAm  bandrad  ftiandly  laditna, 
illacaUtr  a«Mdi*ad  by  tha  laat  mantiociad  goMauL 
Wbat.then,inthiaalataof  tha  ca*e,beaaseB  of  th» 


pWofjieoeeM^!  Andif  it  be-adMittdin  thiaaaae, 
to  JiiMity  or  paUlaU  an  act  «f  military  uatnpaliea,  tha 
cetnamaewonblanxiaM^iBqairewbeM  h  ia  to  U 
dwaUowed  or  ^aledl     And  haraltaaooaaMtHBe,hav 


inpMtially  l»  dinar  .  _ 
ibal  the  caaductof  tfaa,< 
tint  vehuua«K  cqrp^  waa  approbated  by  tbe  War  D«^' 
partmant.  ae.wiil  appear  by  iba.  letter  of  lb«  Beowtarr, 
dated  tha  3&lb  d^rof  Jannaiy,  1818;  and  it  iabnt 
juMico  to  ib«,]>epaHa»)it  to  ataia,  ibat  it  woe  not  nn. 
til  the  officen  that  had  aaairtad  in  Iboa  officering  and 
organiiiag  tliia  corpa,  were  azaBOnad  by  the  coBMt- 
tee,  that  tbsy  wera  apprised  of  tbe  illrgalitj  of  the 
maaauie;  for  them  ia  nedung  I*  ba  found  in  GoMnl 
Jackuia'k  letten  qa  tbia  ao^jjwt,  to  Iba  SMretaiyoC 
War,  of  the  IStb,  ISIb.'tad  Mth  of  Febniary,  181S, 
from  which  it  can  be  fouiy  infeHad  ItM  b.faad  ■•■ 
pointed  a  aingia  offices,  btdaedi  it  wanU  aee«,  Aus 
a  fair  inlerpretalion  of  Ihoae  lettere,  thai  iIm  .  o&«ih 
at  leaai,  were  of  ih^^ragular  aiUtiaof  tbaEHateeia^ 
that  the  only  departure  from  bJa  tnitn  hy  tb»  gancHl. 
waa  bia  baTins  called  on  thaaubordiaate  offican  of  lha 
militia,  inalead  of  th«  Govetnor  of  tbe  Slate  of  Ten- 
neuee,  and  bia  preforencaof  mountadmcn  toinfiuUiy. 
And  it  will  alao  appear,  fmm  tbelatlenaforMaid,tMt 
bad  thsDepartinantof  War  diaapptoved  of  tbia. can- 
duct,  and  determined  to  couuleruiaifd  tbe  o«lar  of 
General  Jadtaou  in  railing  this  force,  no  order  to  Ibat 
efleot  could  biiva  reached  bjm  J>efore  be  bad  aniTad  at 
tbe  Mat  of  war,  and  of  coune  the  aamy  might  have 
been  diabanded  in  aiglil.of  tbe  eneo^,  and  the  olyaela 
oftbecampaign  thereby  jeopardised,  and  perb^a  da- 

Tbe  coBoitlee  will  next  take  notioa  of  ifae  opeia- 
tioua  of  tbe  amy  in  tbe  Fkridaa,  wbitber  they  waee 
aulhodud  to  pntaue  tbe  enemy  i  and,  conneoled  widi 
tbia  antbori^,  it  waa  en>oined  on  Gonaral  Oainaa,  ta 
whom  the  Srat  order  to  thia  effect  wh  given,  Ibat  i* 
caaa  ibe  enemy  took  refiige  nnder  a  Spaniih  ganiaon, 
ttot  to  Mtuk  then  there,  bnt  to  report  the  fact  to  IIm 


261 


HISTORY  OF  0OKORES8. 


262 


FuvoaKt,  1810. 


AjmH  m  the  aemiaah  ff^. 


SlHATI. 


d  lh«  ateorvum  of  tUi  etd«i 


tb»  ... 

OuMral  J*d*DS,  who  mttMieA  M  tbe  flMuiiMii--at 
]«*at^  it  nmit  Ino*  clauTy  avlsMd  ths  will  of  Uia  8ac- 
Nte7  of  Ww  «■  Aal  p«i«i  ud  hiwr  tu  tbia  injiiiie- 
tiMiwucibMmd,irlUb«fcaBdbrwfa«tt>Uo«»d.  It 
•ppMm'tbal  Gtonartl  JatktM  adTuMd  into  Tbtiia 
wWt  ■  tote  of  1,800  man,  conpMod  of  Ngtiu*,  vot- 


dtbo 

tb«  int  diy  of  Apra,  Wm  ioiiMd  bf  OciMial  HelntMh, 
and  liltbi^«l«»f  1,600  IitditB*,  wko  hftd  besDpm- 
TJimil^  tfiuriiod  1^  G«aonl  ildnm;  oppowd  to 
triMm  it  ^p««Bi  bun  tba  npMf  of  Oaptoiu  ToDDft 
topognpUoJ  anglnaer,  and  othat  oiridWioc,  tlia  whole 
fi)rc«a  of  tha  ftigitiTa  SemlBolo  Indiaai  and  nat-wtj 
s^roea,  had  (hay  all  boon  ioAMHld,  oosM  nal  bare 
exoMdad  nioo  hnadrad  w  ono  Ikonaasd  kmb  ;  and  at 
no  lima  did  half  that  mimber  ptMUit  tbomaalwM  t« 
oppoaaU*  iiiand»— «f  coitiaaliltla  orne  rMtoUneo  wm 
imda. 

na  HiakjMidiy  town*  weta  flrM  taken  ud  deatRt;- 
•d.  Tba  araiT-  maMhed  apm  St.  Mark*,  a  bebk 
Snanlak  gartlMm  nUtih  wt»  lawMtdeiad  "•rithotit 
ubgafan,"  andibtaooeapMMan  AnNfieanpMli 
tba  SpMlili  eonuiandtnt  ha^inf  itttt  bf  bnaMa  an- 
tnaliaa,  and  than  bf  a  timid  p(DtM(  endanrowd  ta 
avHt  Ae  moMM.  >  Han  Alaiander  AlbMhnM  w*« 
fixmd,  lakan  priamar,  and  p«t  tn  oanllBanani;  ttr  Ih* 
pnMM,  aa  it  waa  atalad  br  Ganani  Jaohaan,  •■  rf  col' 
Uatnv  aiUmae  tn  aatabBab  Ua  Ktflt ;"  and  hare,  alaa. 


to  yaaaiw  tba  ipirit  of  pR^beCT;  lh«T  wan  hnng 
witbont  total,  and  with  tittle  cemnimr- 

Tkla  being  done,  end  St  Mafb  jtaniaoned  by 
AmariBsn  ttoopa,  tba  armjr  pnmad  tbelr  auA  aa*t- 
wcTd  to  8nwtna7  river,  on  whidi  Atj  fbnnd  «  hrga 
Indian  Tillage,  whkh  waa  eonanined,  and  the  Indiana 
and  nagroee  wan  diipened;  aAar  wUah  the  atmj  ra- 
tanad  to  St.  Maika,  toinging  with  tbem  Robert  C. 
Anbrialm,  who  had  bean  takoi  priaaoal  on  their 
nundi  to  BBwanaji  Dnring  the  halt  of  tba  timy  6)t 
a  flMT  dan  at  St.  Haib,  a  general  eonrt  nurtial  wai 
edladi  Aibalhuot  waa  arraigned  I  fonndgoilt;;  atn- 
tenead  to  anfis  death,  and  hnng. 

Aubriatar  waa  triad  in  like  maanar,  faond  gnfltj, 
andaantanoedtowhipffngtndAwBnMnent.  Oeaeral 
Jaaknn  aunnUed  Aa  aentanea,  and  ordered  him  ' 


U  aneartt  to  tba  teatimmr,  Aat  the  anny  bad 
aniradel  SbMtfki^on  lMrratanfr»  8nwana«, 
0*  the  SMitrf April;  and  on  tba  Hth  Oonaral  Jaok- 
aon  wiitaa  ta  (ha  Sactatan  at  War  in  iha  iaUairiiir 
naanei:  "  I  Aall  leara  tba  in  two  or  Itnedajr^fci 
Fort  Qadatai;  and,  lAar  making  all  naeeaaary  ai- 
rangemeniB  loi  Iha  aetnrl^  of  die  poritiena  neenpied 
and  detaching  a  bcca  toaeonr  thaeaDnUT  w«t  of  the 
^ipalaebieala,  1  AaO  pnoead  dinette Nadmlle;  MT 
manea  in  thii  oomttoy  can  bo  no  longer  neBeaeerr. 
The  Indian  fbrcoa  ban  been  diTided  and  acattand; 


en  toff  ban  all  ec 


n  with  theaa  nnnlndplad 
a  have  delndaJ  Iham  '  ~ 

,    _  _ir  frontier.'' 
conduct  of  the  ctfnunandiag  ^eral,  tliat  he  ImJ, 


aganta  af  foreign  nalioaa,  ndia  h 

their  run,  tber  tiere  not  Ae  power,  if  tbe  w 
of  annoying  our  fmntier.''    bep] 


Ihii  time,  looked  to  different  d 


teatimoDj  of  Captain  Call  and  SnTgeon  Brooaogh,  he 
bad  daepetohed  Liaatanent  Sanda  to  Mobile,  to  brwaid 


Barraheia,  «hanld  that  uaaaora  be  thereaftar  Otot^fet 
proper.  HaviDg  made  theee  arrangements,  the  aimr 
merdted  to  Fort  Gadsden,  on  tbe  Appahehleota  rinr. 
Thara,  as  stated  by  Ganeral  Jadaoo,  and  confirmed 
bj  the  lartrnwi^  of  Oolonet  Bntler,  infarmation  waa 
reeelTed  bj  a  private  letter,  wiitloa  W  a  merehant  at 
Penaacota  lo  Mr.  Dojie,  and  ihowD  to  General  Jickion, 
that  a  Domber  of  Indians  had  reosotly  viiited  Pensa- 
cois,  and  were  committing  depredatiooa  on  the  Hpan- 
iatk  InbaUtanl*  of  that  place,  and  were  receiviag  nd 
and  cotnlbtt  fion  tbe  garriaoo.  On  tbe  receipt  of  Oia 
inlslligents,  the  Nmrinlion  aaeaa  to  ban  been  taken 
to  gnrrison  that  [daoe  wltb  American  traopa;  and, 
after  a  march  of  abont  twantr  daja,  hating  met  hi* 
"  *  *  '  wia  atMt  twain  bnndnd 
'god;  anpoaradbafen 


Pensacob,  tbe  capital  of  the  pcoriiiea.'    ThephNe 
taken  with  ioaroa  (ho  sliow  of  reaistanse.    The  <J 


Got- 

bad  eeospad,  and  lakMi  nAiga  in  the  fat  of  tha 
Bamnoaai  to  which  place,  distant  abvnt  aix  mfis^ 
tbe  army  marohed,  and  the  fiirtiaaa  waa  inVeMeri  on 
the  SSthof  May;  and n demand  being  ntadefcr  ile 
sntfendw.  ud  rafiieed,  the  attadk  waa  mad*  on  thn 
Ibrtraaa  bj  land  and  water,  and  after  IIm  boaAaid- 
ma*!  and  oinnanading  had  bean  kept  np  for  ■  part  of 
two  day*,  and  aoma  livee  loal,  Ike  fortress  waa  eSRan- 
dar«d,  the  ganiaon  made  priaanska  of  war ;  and  tba 
oOaeta  of  the  Govannent,  civil  and  militar;,  trana* 
potted  lo  tbe  Havnna,  agreeahlr  to  the  tamta  of  Iha 
cqiilBlatianj  wlueh  lernu  General  Jaekaon,  in  bla' 
letter  (^  tbe  Sd  of  Jnne,  ISIS,  decUiki^  -were  n 


The  oivil  and  militarf  government  of  Spain  tbus 
annaUed,  General  JadLSOti  thou^t  it  'necoaMTj  to 
abollab  the  revenue  lawa  of  Spain,  and  establish  thoae 
of  the  Uoitad  8t*taa,  a*  mora  bfoiablo  ta  tbe  com- 
of  the  United  Statea ;  and,  for  thii  purp 


Captain  Gi 


authori^ 


of  deaai 


>ledci 


bil  purpoae, 
and  bj  him, 
that  depart. 


Spanish  antkorities  bMUg  thus  pnt  down  by  the  sword, 
both  oivil  and  militaiy,  a  new  govemmant  waa  estab- 
lished for  ttuanewly  aegnlred  lertitory, d»  powan of 
which,  both  dvtt  and  military,  were  vested  In  nulitaiy 
offioat*.  And  General  Jackson  having  declarad,  ill 
DumoKHU  commnnioation*  to  tbe  Department  of  War, 
that  the  Seminole  wax  waa  doaed,  and  the  otfoot  ti 
the  campaign  at  an  end,  he  rstnrasd  to  faia  remdenca 
at  Nashville,  Stata  of  Tanneasee.  And  bare  it  Wonld 
have  given  the  oommittee  uncen  ideasore  to  hava 
staled,  that  Iha  sloiy  of  the  campaign  bad  doaed,  bnt 
facta  which  1i  becomea  now  Ihair  dn^'io  ropoit,  r< 


On  II 


I  lOk  « 


lUgnat,  WIS,  n... . 

anmmalion  of  tbe  eonqnaat  of  Weet  and  part  of  East 
Plocida,  he  isanad  an  ordm  lo  General  GMnta,  direct- 
ing him  to  take  pssawsion  of  St.  Augnstiae,  a  abong 
tbrtroaa,  and  the  capital  af  Bast  Florida.  A  copy  of 
thia  oi4m  ■■  anigoined  to  this  rcyor^  and  bia  reaaona 
for  thia  maaann  an  alatad  at  large  bi  the  order,  and 
rdtatated  and  enforced  by  faia  letter  to  the  Secreiary 
of  War,  dated  the  lOlh  of  the  same  month,  which  na- 
aon^  fully  and  beyond  the  poedbttt^  of  donbt,  dieoovar 
the  motives  of  the  oommanding  genord  in  all  hia 
movements  against  Spain. 

The  tendoitc^  of  thess  mesinna  by  the  com  wan  ding 

gmeni,  aeema  to  have  been  to  involve  the  nation  in  a 

war  wiUiont  her  oonaant,  and  for  reaaona  of  bis  own, 

aaqpanactad  with  his  mOitaiy  fonctiona. 

Tonr  commitlae  would  bo  unwilling  to  atltibate  im- 


■■,  V7«.M 
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pMMT  notiTci,  wlwra  thoM  of  ■  di&mil  cluractar 
Mud  b«  pcMubl;  iDbrred,  non  MpecUUj,  when  it  u 
to  (ject  ■  cJMTMter,  wboM  militarj  fama  u  the  pride 
«Bd  bout  <rf  tbs  nation ;  bnt  cTan  moll «  duncter 
beeomei  more  eminentij  daDgsrolu,  when  be  eialti 
himaelf  above  tha  majeitj  of  the  lawi;  dedarea  the 
public  will,  and  become*  the  aibitei  between  the  Uni- 
ted State*  and  lareign  nationa.  That  Ihes*  high  and 
(nnacendent  powera  haie  been  niurped  and  exerciied 
in  the  pieaent  caie,  ia,  it  appean  to  the  eomnitlee, 
incoDlrOTertiblj  iTident  from  the  facta  addneed. 

The  Conititation  declare*,  article  fini.  Motion  eight, 
"  Con|Te*a  eball  hale  power  to  dedare  war,  grant  let- 
ten  of  Barque  and  repriaal,  and  to  maJie  nile*  eon- 
Mming  captotee  on  land  and  water."  Saralj,  it  waa 
never  derigned,  by  thii  proviaiOD,  that  a  military  officer 
alMiald  firat  make  war,  and  leave  It  l«  Congreaa  aA«r- 
warda  to  dodan  it.  Tbi«  woold  involTe  an  abmtditj 
that  it  i>  nnneoeaiaiy  to  eipoae.  It  ia  anfficient  to 
nj  that  the  BiecntiTe  anlhority  of  the  United  Stktaa, 
•nd  BQch  laaa  a  aabordinale  officer,  baa  no  power  ta 
change  the  pacific  relationa  of  the  nation.  The  Preu- 
dent  of  the  United  Btataa  ia  bonnd,  ooaathattonallj, 
to  preaarre  the  peace  of  the  ooootiy  ontil  CongroM 
dedaraa  it  in  a  atale  of  war ;  be  can  mlj,  wbik  thna 
in  >  alat*  of  peaco,  oaa  the  uililary  Gncaa  of  the  na- 
tion in  three  apedfiod  caara,  that  ia:  "loeiaciito  the 
kwa  of  the  Union,  to  aufiprMa  IniarreeliMi,  and  repel 
invaaion."  [See  OOQatitalion,  article  firat,  aecUon 
•ight ;  alao,  the  act  for  calliog  forth  the  militia,  paaaed 
38th  Febraaiy,  179B.]  It  wiU  not  be  pretended  that 
Spain  bad  inxaded  the  United  Stalea,  or  thai  Congtca* 
had  declared  war  againat  that  nation  ;  and,  of  eootte, 
the  retationa  of  peace  did  eiiat  between  the  two  eoan- 
triea  at  the  tiae  General  Jackaon  look  poaaeaaion 
of  the  Bpaoiah  poaeeaBoiu  in  the  Floiidaa.  Theae 
&eta  being  admitted,  and  tbaj  cannot  be  denied,  the 
onlj  qnration  to  dedde  i>,  whether  tlie  military  con- 
dnct  of  Oenaral  Jackeon  wia  not  war  againat  Bpain, 
and  on  Ibia  anbfact  there  can  be  no  room  to  doubt 
The  capital  of  a  Spanidi  proTioce  i»  taken  by  the 
eword ;  a  fbttteaa  ia  inieatad  and  bonbarded ;  liTea 
•re  loal,  and  the  place  nrrendered  on  ca^nla^n,  the 
tar»a  wF  wliich  are  declared  "  more  fkTorabls  than  a 
conqnered  enemy  merited ;"  nilitar;  oSeeie  and  men, 
aa  wdl  aa  thoae  in  the  eifil  depertnenti  of  Qorem- 
ment,  are  tranaportad  to  the  West  Indiea,  and  a  new 
OoremmeDl  calabliabed  for  tlte  oonqnered  connliy. 
If  all  Ihaae  «ela  of  hoetilit;  combined  do  not  eonati- 
tnto  war,  the  committaa  cimftai  tbenaatrea  ntterly  at 
a  loet  for  it!  doinitioB ;  or,  if  the  fact  be  denied,  the 
«onfeqnai«e  of  anoh  denial  will  be  a  proof  thai  no 
war  waa  made  by  the  Seminale  Indiana  nt  the  United 
Slalea,  and,  of  oenrae,  that  the  in*aaion  of  Florida 
WM  an  nnaathimsed  act  of  aggreaaion  on  the  part  of 
the  United  State*.  Bat  the  committee  will  pnrane 
Ihi*  enbject  a  Kltle  farther,  and  eiamtne  the  reaaona 
ofarcd  by  the  officer  eenimanding  lor  taking  poaaea- 
aion of  and  occnnying  the  Speniah  l<irtre*ee%  more  «a- 
peeieUj  Fenaaeola  and  the  Beifaocaa.  Theea  reaaona 
are  t«  be  found  in  hia  numaroua  reporta  to  the  War 
Depaitnuot,  and  hia  latler  to  the  Spanlab  efllccr*  who 
eonmanded  in  the  diSirenI  fortreaara,  and  an  theae : 
That  Spain  bad  not  obeened  her  treaty  atipnhtiona 
with  the  United  Sutea  aa  it  related  to  the  Florida  In- 
diana, and  whoae  peaoeabi*  condnel  ahe  waa  bonod  to 
gttaranty  to  the  Uoiled  Btatea ;  that  abe  bad  farniAed 
tboae  Indiana  at  war  with  the  United  Slate*  with  amu^ 
anunnnition,  and  aupptiee  neeeeaaiy  to  carry  on  tho 


war.    Here  the  comniHoe  would  obMmdmtibejMW 

neithM  the  sdTocale*  nor  the  apelotiata  of  Bpun. 
There  can  be  ne  doubt  but  eke  had,  by  the  videiioB 
^lierenfa(em«Dla,girenaaffideBlcaDaaofw«r;  bat 
Ibay  defend  tho  Coixtitulion  by  aaying  that  Qetierel 
Jackaon  had  no  power  to  declare  nor  make  the  war) 
that  neither  he,  nor  eren  the  Prcaident  of  the  United 
State*,  had  an;  diacretion  or  power  to  judge  what  wna 
or  waa  not  eauae  at  war.  Tbii  the  CoMlilation  h^ 
wiaely  lodged  in  Congreea.  The  trea^with  Spun 
BtUl  eiiilwl,  it  wa«  mad*  by  the  Conetilotion  lit*  au- 
preme  law  of  the  land,  and  had  ^^n  riolated  on  Imt 
part  every  article  of  that  treaty,  atill  the  BxecotiTe  of 
Qm  United  Stalea,  who  ia  bound  to  tee  the  laws  "  bith- 
full;  eieented,"  muat,  in  good  faith  towardi  Spain, 
bave  obeerved  on  odi  part  that  treaty ;  and  the  obli- 
gation of  preaemng  the  peeee  of  the  nation  woM 
hare  remained  nnlil  the  treaty  eboold  have  bean  re> 
Toked  or  annnllad  by  Uongreaa.  Fumnhing  the  Indi- 
ana with  anna,  ammnnitiona,  end  BD|^le*,  wa«  ■» 
many  violatienB  of  trea^  atqtulatiena,  and  nuglit  hn*« 
been  eooaiderad  good  cante  of  war  bf  Congreea ;  bat 
of  thia  General  Jackaon  wa*  not  the  judge.  Hia  doty 
waa  pointed  out  It  waa  to  anbdne  and  paniah  Ihi* 
Seminole  Indian*,  with  whom  we  were  at  war.  Pot 
thia  pDipoae  he  wa«  ordered  to  pnraue  then  into  tiM 
terrilonal  Umita  of  Spain,  and  over  a  part  of  wki^ 
territory  thoae  Indiana  had,  at  leaat,  a  qoalified  right 
of  poeaeanon  and  property.  Under  tbaee  orden  no 
act  of  aggrcMiOD  on  the  8paniih«nthoriti«a  oould  haT* 
been  deaigned,  nor  can  any  anch  acta  be  joetiAad. 
Spain,  before  tlie  could  becMua  or  be  made  a  pM^  to 
thia  war,  mnat  ha**  merged  her  neutral  -bflTTi't"  b 
that  of  the  enem^,  and  dearly  idenliied  herealf  with 
the  Seminole  IndMne,  and,  by  act*  of  open  and  un£»> 
gniaad  hoatility  to  General  Jnckeon,  h^  oppo««d  him 
by  phyaical,  net  moral  fbroe. 

Bnt  the  weakiteaa  of  the  Spaniah  authorili**  I* 
urged  in  ju*tification  of  thi*  oattage  upon  oar  Gea- 
■titntion.  And  ia  the  wrakneaa  ot  an  indq>endent 
Power  to  diq>arage  their  neutral  righta,  or  fiimiA 
pretencea  for  a  powerfbl  n^hbor  to  weaken  then 
fiirdier  by  hoatile  aggremienel  And  i«  It  thn*  wa 
•re  to  bo  Aimithed,  br  an  Anerioan  ofieer,  with  n 
jutification  for  the  dbmembermant  of  PoUnd,  the 
capture  of  the  DeniA  fleet  by  Great  Britain,  and  Htu 
anlnngatlou  of  Eniopo  bj  Bmiapartal  and  abaU  (h* 
United  Statet  be  called  upon  to  imitate  the  example, 
ana  thereby  eubecrfte  to  «•- 


or  atlently  •oqnieeoe  a 
trine*  and  apprere  meuauiee  that  uu  in  direct  oppo- 
ailioa  to  the  repeated  and  innriaUe  dedantma  of 
the  Ooremmoit,  given  to  tUa  nation  and  tho  wofid, 
thfODgh  the  eflkial  medinu  of  Praaidential  Mea 


of  aU  her  poUie  I 
and  aanctioBed  by  all  her  pabUo  lew*  on  tho  et 
of  neutrd  right!  1  Will  it  not  be  eaid  that  we  Im*« 
changed  our  national  pdiey  1  Shall  wo  not  be  *!• 
dreaaed  in  the  fdlowing  langaage,  hj  the  natione  of 
Europe! 

"  The  time  waa,  when  the  United  Slnlee  were  •!*» 
weak,  ahe  had  no  navy,  iha  had  no  army.  In  tbooa 
daja,  abe  waa  •  atrong  advocate  fi>T  neuttnl  rigfala, 
anzioUB  that  tree  dupe  ahould  make  iiree  good*;  thnt 
the  neutral  flag  of  the  Republic  alnnld  protect  all 
aailing  under  it,  ever  piotrating  agaioat,  and  com- 
plaining <tf,  the  viotation  of  her  neutrd  righm  bj  Ik* 
belligarenta  of  Earope.  Bat  theeo  timee  hava  paa*«d 
away ;  the  nation  haa  tried  ber  atiength  in  batllo,  and 
found  haraeir  quite  equd  to  the  atrnggle ;  ibe  hen  haA 
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^ _       I  bar  iztaf  and  iacraaM  her  dbt;  ; 

bw  fiiram  waaknan  foi^i^UD,  har  fonner  pracepta 
abandoned,  and  feeling  p«war  and  forgetting  right, 
abe  nalka  oral  a  proitrata  CoDatitution  to  conqoei 
aitd  anbdae  a  miMrable  and  feeble,  tiiough  neutral 
enioBj,  whoaa  veiy  waaluMa  (pleaded  in  eiooae  for 
the  aggnanoii)  akoald  have  ratter  conatitnted  an  ap- 
peal t»  a  geneimu  people  At  prolMtion." 

Id  thia  aiifaToniue  lifht,  the  eammittae  ban  too 
mmeh  raaaon  to  flMir,  viU  tba  dnlixed  world  Tiew  Ibii 
tranaaotian,  and,  if  aadioDed  bf  the  natioD,  tbej  re- 
gret to  BBj,  there  iriU  be  too  mnoh  iMeon  given  tboa 
to  conaider  it. 

But  there  are  ttill  olhar  reaaona  diaeloaad  end  facts 
detaloped,  that  diaeoTsr  the  metiTaa  of  tba  canunand- 
iDg  afBcM  inot«  AiUj  than  tboae  abore  atated.  Mora 
dun  two  Dontba  after  thia  eanpaigti  bad  ended,  and 
tbe  Seminola  war  waa  torminated,  another  expedition 
ia  rianned,aDd  the  Itnd  and  naTal  Ibrcea  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slatea  ordered  to  aiecnte  it ;  which  ia  to  redaca 
the  Ibrtren  of  Bl.  Angoaline,  the  cartel  of  Eaat 
Florida.  The  reaaon*  oSered  for  tlua  maaanro  are 
Btatad  in  hii  orden  to  General  Gainea,  dated  Nath- 
f  ille,  Aognat  7,  IBIS,  and  are  aa  fatlowa : 

■*  I  ba*e  noted  with  eUenlion  Huor  Twigga'a  letter, 
marked  No.  6.  I  conteraplated  that  the]  agenta  of 
Spain,  or  the  oSeera  at  Fort  Bt.  Aogutine,  would 
«zcila  tbe  Indiana  to  hoatiUtjii  and  fariuah  them  with 
tba  neana  of-  war.  It  will  be  neceaaarY  to  <Atain  btI- 
donee  aubetantiBting  thia  fact,  and  that  the  boatile 
Indiana  ban  been  lad  and  fttnUahed  fiom  the  garriaon 
«t  St.  Aagoatine.  Thia  being  obtained,  riionld  yon 
deen  yonr  forea  aofEcient,  yon  will  pmceed  to  take 
■ad  garrieon  Fort  St.  Angwiino  with  Aniarioui  troopa, 
•nd  bold  tbe  gairifou  priMnan  antil  yoo  hear  from 
Iho  Praaident  of  the  Umted  Statea,  or  Iramport  tbcm 
lo  Cnba,  aa,  in  fonr  jodgment,  under  oxiating  dr- 
eomalaneea,  yon  may  think  beet. 

"  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  praeaedinga  eai- 
ried  on  by  me,  or  lbi>  order,  ia  not  on  the  ground  that 
we  ate  at  war  with  Spain ;  itia  on  the  ground  of  «df- 
preaerratioD,  bottomed  on  the  broad  baui  of  the  law 
at  nslare  and  of  nitiotu,  and  joatiGed  by  giring 
peace  and  aecnrity  to  our  frontiera;  hence,  the  ne- 
ceaaity  of  procniiag  eridence  of  tbe  ^ct  of  the  agenta 
or  officer*  of  Spain  having  oiciled  the  Indiana  lo  con- 
tinue the  war  againat  na,  and  that  they  hare  Aii- 
niabed  lh«H  with  tba  nrana  of  carrying  on  the  war ; 
ituM  eridence  being  obtained,  you  will  [if  yoni  force 
ia  ntlBdenI)  pemil  nothing  to  prerent  you  from  re- 
dneing  Fort  St.  Angnatine,  exeapt  •  poaitive  order 
tiom  the  DepattoMnt  of  War. 

"  Oidera  aome  time  ainco  ban  been  ginn  lo  the 
officat  of  the  oidnenco,  commanding  at  Cbarieaton, 
to  beTe  in  nadineaa  a  complete  battering  traia,  tbe 
nnmlni  and  calibre  of  ^  gun*  pointed  onL  I  ban 
BO  doubt  yon  will  find  them  in  readinena. 

■*  I  encloaa  yon  the  report  of  Captain  Beoley,  of 
Ibe  naTol  force  on  that  itation  ;  yon  will  open  a  eoc- 
Mepondenee  with  Commandant  A.  J.  Datlaa,  toiiuure 
Ui  co-operation,  proTJded  it  ahoold  be  required." 

In  thia  projected  expedition,  it  waa  not  tbonght  ne- 
eeaaary  or  eipedient  lo  Conault  the  Execntive  branch 
of  the  QoveTDment ;  the  order  aent  to  Gen.  Gainea 
waa  peremptory,  on  the  ditcorery  being  made  that  the 
Indiana  had  baen  anpplied  with  ammunition  and  pro- 
fiHona,  and  eidted  to  war ;  tbeblowwaatobeatmek, 

.aa  bnt  an  eii»ei 

rf  War  a 


the  eomnanding  general  had,  b/  hia  letten  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  declared  the  Seminole  war  at  an  end, 
and  aftei'whlch  not  ■  aingle  new  act  of  hoatility  bad 
been  committed.  Yet,  in  thia  itale  of  peace,  1*  •  mili- 
tary officer  directed  to  afcertain  certain  facta,  and,  on 
aadi  facta  bdng  aobatantiated,  to  make  war  on  tiia 
neutral  colony  of  a  nation  in  peace  and  amity  with 
the  United  Statea ;  thua  dinegarding  not  only  the  U- 
gialatinandexecntinautharitieaaf  the  United  State*, 
bat  aetting  at  nanght  the  uaagea  of  all  cirilixed  nationa, 
bf  making  war  without  a  preiioua  and  pnblic  dedara- 
tion.  Were  thia  ntlianaubjeel  to  the  will  of  a  milita- 
ry deapot,  and  were  there  no  Conatilutional  barrier* 
to  the  inordinate  exeidae  of  military  ambition,  mor« 
(ban  thiaconld  icarcely  have  been  ezpecled.  It  i*  wl& 
pain  the  commiUee  are  conatnioed  to  make  Iheae  <A- 
aemtion* ;  but,  where  the  rital  princtplea  of  tbe  Don- 
atitution  ban  been  TioUtad,  aa  they  coDceira,  it  would 
be  criminal  in  them,  under  the  inilmcliona  they  have 
receired  from  the  Senate,  and  tbe  duty  they  owe  the 
naUon,  to  be  ailent.  Silence  on  their  part  would  ban 
been  eoDBdered  an  acquleecence  in  thoae  n: 


{deeded  and  followed  i 

If  then  tbinga  be  admitted  in  the  South,  will  they 
not  be  conaidered  aa  anthoriied  in  the  Nortbl  Are 
there  not  fortreaee  there  to  be  won,  and  proTinoe*  to 
b«  conquered ;  and  are  there  not  Indian*  in  that  qnar* 
ter  likewiie,  and  may  not  the  officer  in  command  find 
meana  toprOTO  that  thoae  Indiana  hare  been,  or  Ikere- 
afW  may  be,  fnrniahed  by  the  Britiih  with  anne  and 
mnnitiona  of  war  ;  and,  u  to,  may  he  not  follow  tba 
example  ael  in  the  South,  and  add  aomethliig  to 
hia  itock  of  military  fame  by  reducing  the  Britiah  for- 
treaiea  of  Canada,  end  unfurling  the  alaj-epanglail 
banner  of  thU  nation  on  tbe  walli  of  Quebeo  f 

We  hope  iMiter  thing*  of  the  dtitingniahed  officer  at 
the  bead  of  our  armie*,  and  we  had  hoped  better  tilings 
of  the  hero  of  New  Orleana,  but  we  have  baen  diaw- 
poinled ;  and  if  the  condnct  of  tbe  officers  in  tba 
South,  be  aanctioned  and  approved  by  the  nation,  wa 
are  free  to  declare  that  the  redaction  of  Quebec  (when 
Montgomery  fell,  unable  lo  conquer)  would  preaent  a 
much  itiODgar  daim  to  pnblic  approbation. 
.  It  ia  neceaaary  hare  to  remuk,  that  a  copy  of  tbtf 
order  iaened  by  General  Jackaon  lo  General  Gain**, 
for  the  reduction  of  St.  Auguatine,  waa  tranamittad  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  a  caunUrmaading  order 
promptly  deapatcheil  to  Geneial  Guinea,  which  reach- 
ed him  before  the  miblaiy  expedition  aet  on  Ibot  bj 
General  Jaduon  had  commenced ;  and  thua  waa  and- 
denly  arreated  a  military  adieme,  aa  unconatitutional 
aa  it  was  impolitic,  and  which  might,  aa  atated  by  tba 
Secretary  of  War  in  hii  letter  of  tbe  Stii  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1613,  have  involved  thia  nation  in  a  war  with 
all  Europe. 

In  thua  promptly  prohilHting  tbe  ttnanlbotiMd  •ail- 
ura,  at  the  will  of  a  commandmg  general,  of  iba  poa- 
aeasiMt*  of  a  neighboring  nation  with  whom  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  are  at  peace,  the  sommittaa  reeogni**  that 
sacred  regard  to  the  righta  of  other  nationa,  wbidi 
ought  never  to  be  d*parUd  from  tiy  the  Eiecntira  of 
a  free  country,  and  that  vigilant  attention  to  the  con- 
duet  of  th*  officera  of  the  army  which  ia  ueoeaaaij  to 
•acure  a  due  aubordination  of  th*  mibtary  to  tba  civil 

Tbey  consider  that,  on  tbi*  occasion,  ttw  Eiecutin 
of  the  United  Slatea  baa,  by  promptly  realoring  SL 
Haifca  and  Pensacola,  wrsated  Aom  " 


n  Spain  in  violation 
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)  ifhii^  ths  pnUic  lentiiDCnt  gns  ■  decided  ip- 
probatipn. 

b  reriewiiiK  (lie  czecnti«n  of  Atbntlinat  and  Am- 
bn*tcr,  your  cominittee  cuinot  bol  conaidei  it  m  an 
nimecciiaiT  *et  of  afTari^,  on  die  part  of  the  coai* 
minduig  general,  and  a  departure  fiwi  that  mild  akd 
Immane  ajttem  lOMaidi  nrisanan,  which,  in  aUoDr 
confiieti  with  lavage  or  eiviliaed  ualiona,  bai  Hwreto- 
iiire  been  cooader^,  not  aolj  bonotable  to  tbe  nation- 
al cbaiBcter,  but  conlbnnable  to  the  dictate*  of  eooad 


kait  dum  to  the  piot 
t,  and  (Uigected  thea 


(Uigected  themielTea  to 


tlioee  with  wboin  llie>  were  aemciateJ.  No  proceM 
«f  TMaoning  can  dagrade  them  below  the  mage*  with 
whfun  thej  weie  connected.  Aa  priaoneri  of  war  the j 
were  entitled  to  clain  Eram  the  AaeitcaaGoveitinient 
thai  protection  ^hicb  the  nioet  aavage  of  oai  fi>e«  bare 
imifbnnly  eiperieneed  when  dinrmad  and  in  onr 
power. 

Hnmani^  ahudden  at  the  idea  Of  a  cold-blooded 
execution  ot  piiaoneta,  diaanned,  and  in  the  power  of 
the  conqnerer.  And,  althoDgh  aaTagee,  who  rcipect 
no  lawa,  may,  accordfaig  to  the  itrict  principle!  of  the 
law  of  Dationi,  have  their  own  wr>tem  of  mielty  in- 
flicted on  them  bj  way  ofretaliatioSfit  i<  belieTed  that 
■neh  a  ajuteM  would  degrade  and  del«ae  the  riniiized 
nalioD  who  iboold  reioit  to  it,  and  u  not  only  repug- 
nant to,  the  mild  piinciple*  of  the  Christian  religion, 
btit  a  liolaticin  of  thoie  great  prindplei  of  moral  recti- 
tnd*  which  diitingniah  Uie  American  character,  fie* 
taliation  in  the  United  State*  hai  alwaj*  been  confined 
toipecified  acta  of  cruelly.  It  ii  not  believed  that  uiy 
attempt'  bu  ever  been  made  ts  retaliate  for  cbargei  ao 


the  Betolatianarj  i 


',  only  t 


a  occurred  of 


B  caae  of  Aigill,  aeiied  on 
account  of  dte  mnrder  of  Hndd  J ;  end  Qovernac  Ham- 
ilton, of  Vincennea,  for  H»ecinc  acts  of  cmelty  also. 
Hamilton  waa  conflned  for  a  short  time  with  rigoi, 
and  afterward*  relcaaed.  During  the  late  War,  marked 
witt  aoDie  eaaea  of  cold-Uooded  maasaera  on  the  part 
of  out  enemy,  partkalarlf  the  one  at  the  riveT  Rauin, 
no  foch  meamre  ••  retatialion  wa«  reaortad  to. 

Tha  principle  aatumed  by  the  connanding  general, 
that  Arbnthnot  and  Ambriater,  I7  uniting  in  war 
against  the  Onited  Slate*,  while  we  were  at  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  "becamaontlawaandiurmlea.and 
liable  la  anffer  death,"  ia  not  iMOgnlied  in  any  code 
of  national  law.  Nothing  can  be  feand  in  the  hiatory 
•f  ci>iliEBd  nations,  whidi  raeogniata  sndi  a  prind[de, 
escapt  a  decna  of  the  EzecntiTe  Dinetory  of  France, 
during  IhMT  dioft  career  of  felly  and  nadnets,  which 
dadaiea  that  neotrala,  found  on  board  enemy'a  ahlpa, 
ahould  be  conaidered  and  treated  aa  piratee.* 

The  committee  forbear  to  make  any  other  remaika 
en  iIm  Tiolation  of  the  oanal  and  accaatomed  forma :' 


*  See  Mr.  King's  letter  to  th*  Secretary  of  Bute 
Tol.  10.  p.,  —  State  Paper*. 


the  punbhaent  and  conn^onof  AAnthnotaadAai- 
bristar,  axcopl  that  eien  despots  olaining  to  saetaie 
abaelnCe  powar  cannot,  with  propriety,  isolate  ihm 

Baling  detailed  a  court  mirtial,  Jbr  the  pu^ota  of 
trying  the  piiaaneTa,  Iba  coiiunanding  oeHtal,  I7  hia 
own  authority,  set  aside  lb«  aentenee  «r  the  eonit,  aid 
anbslituted  ttx  that  sentence  his  own  arbitoaty  wilL 
In  tnab  inaolnng  tha  lift  of  an  individual,  a  (trict  ad- 
heicBce  to  Ibnn  i*  in  erdinaiy  cMes  oaomdcMd  (ha 
beat  secnrUy  againal  oppMsiion  .and  iiuiiatice. 

A  departure  fiom  ihaaefbrmi  ie  calonlated  to  infl^ 
a  wound  on  the  national  character  and  tflrnJTh  tha 
lauitls  M  juatly  acquired  ^  the  eeDUBaadinrganraal 
by  his  former  rietotie*.    finch  are  tha  beta,  a*  ihay 


by  tham  of  the  important  auljeeti  lefeond  lo  their 
conaiderattoiii  and,  tngathar  with  iheir  nfart,  (bay 
submil  larioDs  dapeailions  and  docnmenli,  to  wUdkt 
and  to  the  correepmidence  and  docunants  relatiDg  lo 
tb*  Swninole  war,  commnnicated  to  the  Senal*  by  the 
President  of  the  United  SUtes,  at  the  Jast  and  piaMnt 
tasRon,  they  refer. 

Tborbdat,  February  26. 

The  Pbebikent  cpoimunicated  the  credentials 
of  JoBM  Qaii^LABD,  appointed  a  SenatiM  bf  ibe 
Legislature  of  ibe  Slaie  of  South  Cariiliiui,  for 
the  teim  of  mz  years,  eommeocinc  on  ihe  fourth 
day  of  March  next ;  wbich  were  te«d,  uid  Uid 
OD  file. 

Mr.  Tsiwaia  aaked  and  (AuiMd  leara  tobrisg 
n  a  bill  yraDling  a  dmation  of  land  io  tha  State 
if  Illinoia,  far  the  laai  of  fOTernmsnl  of  aud 
Slate  ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  tend  by  uaABimoss 
CO  nun  I,  and  referred  to  (he  C»B)miiM«Mi  Publie 
Lauds. 

Mr.  WiLLiaua,  of  Hieeisiip^j,  (ubmitted  th« 
following  motion  for  consideraiion : 

Saohtd,  That  tha  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Post  Boada  be  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  pio- 


The  bill,  entitled  "Ap  act  sapplemeDtary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Wells,"  was  read  the  second  time,  ud  rneirsd 
10  tbe  CaramiKee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  raliaf  of 
George  M.  Brook  and  Bdmund  P.  Eenncdv," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
aame  comnuilee. 

The  bill  ezplaBatorr  of  the  act  for  the  final 
adJBHiment  of  lead  lilies  in  Louisiana  and  Ta> 
rilorjr  of  MiBsoari;and  the  bill  concerning  tUTatid 
penBioaers.  aeverally  passed  through  Commltteea 
of  the  Whole,  weie  amended,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  PBGaIDE^TcoIDInunica:ed  aiepoitof  the 
Secretary  of  War,  com  pre  heading  eontraeis  made 
by  that  DepartmeDt  tn  the  year  1818,  and  those 
made  by  the  Purchasing  and  Ordnance  depart- 
ments, lor  the  same  period,  in  compliance  with 
"Ao  act  concerning  public  contracts,"  passed 
April  21st,  IBOa }  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  for  [he  relief  of  Francis  B.  LaaguiUe 
wv  Tcad  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


dovGoo^lc 
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The  bai  for  tbe  relief  of  L«wi«  H.  Onertmin 
waa  read  a  ihird  time,  avd  passed. 

Tbe  bill  far  the  relief  of  Roiilie  P.  Destande 
wa«  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  HeNwl  vas 
read  a  third  lime,  aod  passed- 

Tlie  hill  for  ibe  relief  of  Eli  Han  was  ttad  a 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  far  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tke  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  tbe  salaries  aod 
tOMpcanimt  »f  the  reeistets  and  reeeirers  of 
linblicmoDersof  the laaa  offices ««  read  a  third 
time,  aod  paasei). 

The  bill  fi»  the  rdief  of  Nathan  O.  Birdsefe 
and  Daniel  Booth  ms  read  a  third  time,  and 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  Joseph  DoEeiand  Aa- 
toine  BoDgoad  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideralion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  to  regulate  the  pay  of  invalid  pansionera," 
leather  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Commillee  on  Pensions;  and  theafijendment 
baviag  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  wa«  reported  lo 
the  Uonse  amended  aceordinglfi  and  the  farther 
consideration   thereof  was  postponed  aniil  to- 


il br  Mr.  Vail  Dras,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
ofWilliBmCrawford,of  Indiana,  weredischarged 
ftom  the  Airlher  conaideratioB  tnereof. 

On  motion  bjr  Mr.  Vui  Dvkb,  the  Committee 
on  PeasioDs,  to  whoin  wis  Ttferred  the  petition 
of  Bxperlans  Fisk,  were  discharged  from  tbe  fur- 
ther eouiideritioB  thereof,  and  ine  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ftre  en- 
ginea,  for  the  prgtention  of  tbe  poblic  buildings; 
the  biUt  for  the  relief  of  Robert  HeCalla,  of  Sol- 
omon ProTost,  of  Bartholomew  Duverge,  of  John 
PcUet,  of  John  Aadersoo,  of  Alexander  Milne, 
and  of  Christopher  Fowler— were  seTcralljr  con- 
aidered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aod  ordered 


Whot^  the  eoneideratioo  of  the  bill,  eupplement- 
Bij  to  IB  act  passed  the  2i  day  of  March,  1807, 
Uilitled  "An  act  lo  prohibit  ine  importation  of 
^TtsinlotbeUaiudSuteB."  And  the  hilt  having 
been  amended,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


FatDAT,  Febioary  £ 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rdgqlis,  the  Coi 
Claima,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Joseph  Landon.were  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  JoHNsoH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Iiands,  to  whom  wai  referred  the  bill  granting  a 
donation  of  land  to  the  Suie  of  Hlinota,  for  the 
seat  of  government  of  laid  State,  repotted  the 
same  without  amendment;  and,  oo  motion  by 
Mr.  Thom A8,  the  bill  waa  taken  up  and  coaaid- 
eredasin  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  having 
been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  Honse; 


and  the  ameirdment  being  eonearred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrosted  and  cead  a  third  time. 

Mr.  SinpOBD  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  fix  the  lime  for  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coasideration  of  the 
ommit- 

inquire 

into  the  propriety  of  making  an  extra  allowaooe 
to  the  postmasters  at  the  Chickasaw  and  Choc- 
taw agencies;  and  agreed  thereto. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MoaROW^he  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  bill  making  provision  for  tlte 
ctvilizatioO  of  the  Indian  tribes  adjoining  the 
frontier  settlemenis  ;  and  no  amendment  havins 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  ana 
ordered  to  be  engross'ea  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  establishing  a  separate  Territorial  govem- 
ment  in  Uie  sooibern  part  of  the  Territory  of  Mia- 
sonri ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  mnde, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Honse,  ana  pasaed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  CommEttoa  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  Butfaorize  the  people  of  the  Uinbnri  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  eonstitotion  and  State  goreva- 
ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  e^ual  footing  with  the  original 
Slates,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  coramtltee ;  dod,  af^er  debate, 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  Was  postponed 
on  til  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  (he  House  of  Represeniativts 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  pwsed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  dislricb, 
and  establish  land  offices  for  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lands  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale  in  the 
States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,"  with  an  amend- 
ment; in  which  they  request  the  conCurrenee  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  duties  on  certain  wines:"  a 
bill  entitled  "An  aet  making  appropriations  for 
the  pobTic  baildJDgs,  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
lani^andfhtnisbiDgaeupplyof  water  for  the  use 
of  certain  public  buildings;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  enforce  iboae  proTlsions  of  the  aet,  entitlad 
'An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,'  which  relate  to  the 
right  of  voting  for  directors,  and  for  other  mr- 
poses ;"  and  also  a  resduiion  authorizing  ibe  Pie- 
sidentof  the  CJoited  Slates  to  cause  astrauomical 
observations  to  be  made,  to  ascertain  ihe  longi- 
tude of  the  Capitol,  in  the  Oity  of  Washington, 
from  some  known  meridian  in  Enrope ;  in  wliieh 
bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  i^e  Senate. 

The  three  bills  and  resolution  last  mentioned 
were  read,  and  passed  lo  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  explanatory  of  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for'the  final  adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Terii- 


ari 


hisiob;  of  coiraBBSB. 


sa 


Sbkatb. 


lUitouri  Ootutituiion, 
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loffof  MifMiiTi,''«u  md  &  third  time  as  tmend- 
•d,  toiMMed. 

Idr.  Bppbb,  from  the  Commiiive  a(  FiDanee,  to 
whom  waa  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Select 
•DdCoQitDoa  Councils  oftheeltr  of  Pbiladelpbia, 
prayJDC  to  be  allowed  to  import,  free  from  duty, 
«aBt-iroD  pipes,  for  tbe  purpose  of  eoDfeflag 
water  through  the  streeu  of  the  ciiy,  made  a  re- 
port, aceompa  a  ied  by  a  rnolutioD  that  the  praver 
of  Ine  peiUiooer  oaght  not  id  be  graoted.  The 
report  aad  retolatioa  were  read,  coa*idered,aDd 
agreed  to. 

Hr.  £ppBfl,  from  the  Committee  oa  FiniDce, 
to  whom  WBi  referred  the  bill,  eoiilled  "An  act 
aopplemeBiarr  to  tbe  act, entitled  'An  act  for  the 
nliet  of  Etenjamin  Wells,"  reported  the  nme 
wiikont  amendmeot;  and  the  bill  vas  lakeo  op 
nd  considered  a*  io  Com^miiiee  of  tbe  Wbola ; 
and  tbe  fnrtber  coDsideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned bdUI  Mondkr  nezL 

Ur.  Erria,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Qeorge  M.  Brook  rtad  Bdmond  P.  Cenaedy," 
reporieiTthe  same  witboai  ameadmeoi;  and  the 
bin  vaa  taken  up  and  eonsideted  a*  io  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  bariDg 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Hr.  Bdwabdb  gare  noltce  that  to-morrow  be 
•hoold  aak  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a 
bad  office  in  the  State  oT  Ulioois. 

Satdbdat,  Fdnaarjr  S7. 

The  resolntion  declaring  the  manner  io  which 
the  vessels  composing  the  Na*y  of  the  United 
Stalea  shall  be  D&med,  was  considered;  and  no 
ameadmcut  hariog  been  made  thereto,  it  wat 
ordered  to  be  tmila  third  time,  but  was  stibse- 
fuentlj  postponed  to  Tneaday,  in  order  to  let  the 
Teasel  to  be  lauDcbed  on  Monday  receive  the 
BBme  iuieDded  for  her  before  the  resolution  takes 
oflitei. 

The  bill  to  regulate  tbe  duties  on  certain 
wines  was  read  the  second  time,  and  tefened  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  hill  to  enforce  those  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  iDceriMiraie  tbe  subscribers 
to  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,"  which  relate 
l«  the  right  of  voting  for  directors,  and  for  other 
pnrposes,  was  read  ine  second  lime,  an^  '' — ' 
to  ibe  same  committee. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  public 
buildings,  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land,  atid 
fumishm^  a  supplf  of  water  for  ibe  use  of  cer- 
tain public  buildings,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

A  mescage  from  tbe  House  of  Represeotalives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  concur- 
red in  all  tbe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  approptiaiiODS  for 
thesupport  of  OoTcrnmeat  for  ihe  year  1618," 
except  that  which  proooses  an  "appropriation 
of  four  thousand  two  oundred  and  forty-three 
dollars,  to  pay  William  and  James  Crooks  the 


amounts  of  tbe  sales  of  the  schooner  Lord  Nel- 
son," to  whicb  they  dis^ree.  They  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads ;"  in  which  bill  tbey  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  resoluiior)  aothorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  to  ciuse  astronomical  observa- 
tions to  be  made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of 
Ibe  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  from 


whom  was  referred  oa  the  g4th  November,  1818, 
the  memorial  of  William  Lambert. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  Committee  on  Poblie 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  sup- 
plementsry  to  the  act,  entitled  An  act  to  author- 
ise the  Stale  of  Tennessee  to  issue  granu  and 
perfect  tides  to  certain  lands  therein  described, 
and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unap- 
proprialed  land  within  the  same,'  passed  tae 
18tb  of  April,  1806,"  reported  the  same  withtmt 
amendmeot. 

Mr.  BawAKOa  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in 
ihe  State  of  Illinois ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  aad 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  Ibe  Hooae  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  designate  tbe  boundsries  M 
districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  disposal 
of  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale  la 
the  Stales  of  Ohio  and  Indiana."    Whereupon, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noblb,  resolred  that  they 
disagree  thereto. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  conoamiBgiDralid 
pensions,"  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  aad 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  McOalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett,"  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  suihorizjag  the  purchase  of 
fire  engines,  and  building  houses  for  the  safa- 
keeping  of  the  same,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomtu 
Prevost  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed- 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barthido- 
mew  Durerge  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Petllt 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  An- 
derson was  reed  a  third  limu,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Milne  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Fowler  was  read  a  ihird  time,  and  passed. 
BU8SOURI  CONSTITUTION. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  a  separ- 
ate Territorial  geveromeui  in  the  soaihern  part  of 
the  Tenilory  of  Missouri,"  was  read  a  thitii  time ; 
and. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  to  authorize  the 
people  of  Missouri  lo  farm  a  constitution,  dbc, 
was  resumed;  and,  with  the  vaiious  motions 
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retetire  to  il,  gare  lise  to  >  long  and  animated 
d«Ute. 

Mr.  Wilson  inofed  (0  postpone  ibe  farihet 
coosideration  of  ibe  bill  to  a  day  berood  tbe  le*- 
gioD,  which  motioD  was  decided  a)  followi: 

Tut— Meam.  Botrill,  D^gett,  Diokenciii,  King, 
Ltcock,  MsUo),  Horril,  OtU,  RobetU,  Binfbrd,  Btorer, 
TidMnor,  Vin  Djke,  udWilMn— 14. 

NAT»~H<Mn.  Bvboor,  Crittenden,  Dana,  Eaton, 


Palmer,  Rog^ei,  Stokee,  Tait,  Talbot,  Thomaa,  Wil- 
lianw  of  MiaHdinii,  and  WiUiaina  of  Tenoeiiee — ^. 

So  tbe  qaettion  wa>  negatived. 

On  the  qneattOD  to  agree  to  a  prapoaition  to 
strike ODI  the  restriction  against  the  iotrodaction 
oi  toleration  ofslaTerj  in  aaid  new  Stale.a  divi- 
sion of  the  qaeitien  was  called  for.  and  the  qnes- 
tioD  wai  taken  on  striking  oat  the  latter  claaae  of 
Slid  restrklion,  us  rollowE :  "And  that  all  ohildteii 
of  slares,  born  within  the  said  Slate,  after  tbe 
adminiotk  ibarebf  into  the  Union  shall  be  free, 
bat  tnar  bo  held  to  aerviee  until  the  age  of  tyeolf- 
flre  years."    And  decided  as  follows : 

Tk&b— Mesan.  Barboor,Critlandas,Daggat,I)Mia, 
Baton,  Edwalda,  Bnpea,  Fronwulin,  Gaillard,  Oolda- 
b(»oogfa,  HoiMf,  Johuwn,  King,  Laeoek,  Lsaka, 
MacoD,  Morrow,  Otis,  Palmer,  Robert*,  Saaford, 
Stokes,  Storer,  Tait,  Talbol,  Thorns*,  TidMnor,  Tan 
Drke,  WUUwna  of  HiMBsdppi,  and  Williams  of  Tea- 

Nais— Hesan.  Bnmll,  Didanon,  MsUen,  HornI, 
Noble,  Baggies,  and  Wilson— T. 

Bo  it  was  agreed  to  strike  om  that  clause. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  strike  out  the 
fimetauseof  laid  restriction,  in  tbe  words  fd- 
lowing:  "Jndprovtdedolto,  Tbatlbefurtherin- 
trodnclioa  of  UBvery  or  InTolnDiair  serviinde  be 
piohibited,  except  for  tbe  ponishmeDl  of  crimes, 
whereof  tbe  psnj'  shall  have  betn  duly  coaTici- 
«d ;"  aud  decided  as  follows : 

Txu — Messrs.  Baiboar,  CrittsndeD,  Eaton,  Ed- 
waitds,  Bppes,  FronMBtin,  OslUaid,  Qoldsboraagb, 
BtWMT,  lohnsDn,  Laeock,  Leake,  Macon,  Otis,  Pal- 
unr,  St^ue,  Tait,  TaU>ot,  Thomas,  Tan  Dyke,  Will- 
ianaaof  HiB^mipp,aiid  WilUama  of  Teanssase    M. 

Nats — Messis.  Bnmll,  Daggett,  Dana,  DickoTSon, 
King,  Haltea,  Honil,  Hmow,  NoUe,  IMisrts,  Kog- 
glee,  SsnfbnJ,  Storer,  Tajlor,  Tiehenor,  Wilson— 16. 
So  it  was  decided  to  strike  out  this  danse  alao ; 
when,  before  Soally  aotiog  on  tbe  bill,  the  Senate 
adjonrned. 

MonoAT,  March  1. 

Mr.  WiLaoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  tor  tbe  relief  of  Samuel  J.  Aion. 
and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  granting  a  donation  of  Uod  to  tbe 
Slate  of  Illinois,  for  tbe  seat  of  govetnmenl  of 
sai^  State,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive  tbe 
powers  of  Ibe  commissi  oners  for  aseertaiatng  and 
deciding  on  claims  to  Isnd  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit, and  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  at  Green 
Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien.  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time — yeas  18,  nayi 
follows : 

^e— Meaet*.  Bacbonr,  Borrill,  Crittmden,  Dag- 
fatt,  Dana,  DickeiMD,  Oailtard,  Laooek,  Morrow,  No- 
Ue,  Roberts,  Roggles,  Banlim],  Tait,  Tajlor,  Thomas, 
Williams  Of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Eaton,  Edwaida,  King,  Leake,  Ma- 

D,  and  Storsr. 

The  Senate  restimed  the  UU  entitled  "An  act 
establishing  a  separate  Territorial  government  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Territory  of  Misionrii" 
it  having  been  previously  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kirbili,, 

"  That  the  aaid  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  commit. 

e  to  whom  the  same  was  first  referred,  with  tostmo- 
tioQs  M  to  amend  the  aame  Hist  lbs  flirdier  fntrodoe- 
tion  of  slaverj  or  involimtary  asrvUode  wtdun  the 
aaid  TenitoiT,  except  fbr  the  punishment  of  oimee, 
be  prohibited:" 

It  was  detA'mined  in  the  negative — yeas  14, 
nays  19,  u  foUotvs : 

Tau— Measn.  Bairill,  Daggett,  Dana,  nckeraon. 
King,  Laeock,  Mellen,  NoUe^  Boberts,  Bnggtss,  Su- 
(ord,  9Uam,  Tinhsnor,  and  Wilaoo. 

Nats— Messn.  Bariwnr,  CritteodeD,  EaMn,  Ed- 
wards, Eppas,  Fromsatin,  Oaillard,  Gddsborongki 
Johnson,  Leske,  Macon,  Moirow,  Stokes,  Tait,  TaUot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Williams  of  Hiaissippi,  nad  Wil- 


Tbe  bill  making  provision  for  the  ciriliiation 
of  tbe  Indian  tribes,  adjoining  Ibe  frontier  settle' 
meats,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


informed  t&e  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  | 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain  etairas 
to  land  io  the  State  of  Illiuois;''  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  James  Orr;"  a  bill  enti- 
tled "Ad  act  to  auihorize  ibehuildiug,  ereetisg, 
and  placiog  light-houses,  beacons,  and  buoya  od 
places  designated  in  Boston,  Buzzard,  and  Ches- 
apeake Bays,  Lakes  Ontario  aod  Erie,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  a  bill  entitled  "Ao  act  extend- 
ing tbe  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  certain  officers,  seameu,  and  ma- 
rines, who  died  in  the  pnblic  servicej"  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  U'Cauilaod ;" 
and  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Ro- 
bert Eid,  Seth  Webber,  and  ThonusPage^'  in 
which  hills  they  request  the  coocurrenceMUie 
Senate.  , 

Tbe  six  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readiug. 

The  bill  coDfirming  certain  claims  to  lend  in 
the  State  of  Ulinots  was  read  iho  second  time 
by  uaanimoui  cooseot,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Ori  was  read 
the  second  lime  by  unanimous  consent]  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  MilitUy  ASairs. 
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The  bill  to  sntbDrin  the  building,  Meoliof, 
•ltd  placing  ligbt-bouies,  beacons,  and  buov*  oo 
ylacei  deiigoaied  in  Boston,  Buzzard  and  Coeu- 
peaka  bays,  Lake  Oniaiio  and  Lake  Srte,  and 
for  other  parpoies,  was  read  the  secoad  lime  bj 
vnaaimoDi  cDBaent,and  referred  to  ibe  Commil- 
tn  OD  Commerce  aad  MannfaeinrM. 

Tbe  bill  extending  ibe  term  of  balf-pay  pan- 
■ion*  to  ifae  widow*  and  childreo  of  eeruin  offi- 
ttn,  tcaasB,  and  loarines,  who  died  in  ihe  public 
aerrue,  ms  read  Ihe  Mcead  time  br  wnaiaiMir 
eeHMUt,  aad  tefenvd  to  Iha  Gommilteeon  Pes- 
■ions. 

TJie  Wll  lor  iberriirfef  Johtt  HK^MulaBdwii 
read  tbe  second  time  bf  naanimoms  ooDBent,«od 
r^ernd  lo  the  OOBmillee  on  tbe  Militia. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Eid,  Seih 
Webber,  and  ThomaePage,  was  read  the  second 
lime  bjr  unanimem  consent,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Fioance. 

Tbe  bill  to  alter  and  eslaUi^  eeitaia  post 
roads  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Oom- 
Btitec  en  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Tlie  bill  IB  fci  the  liiiM  for  tbe  oeit  steeiiDg  of 
Concreae  was  read  Ibeeeeend  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  new  bad  •fflee  ia  the 
State  ofUlinois  wis  read  tbe  eeeoitd  tine,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnblie  Lands. 

ThcScBMearMteedel  to  coaaidci  tbeiramend- 
■wnt  w  the  bill  entitled  "An  aei  making  »ppto- 
piations  for  tbeetmert  of  OoTemmetrt  for  the 
jeu  m^"  dittgr^d  to  by  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
aentatires,  and  rennred  to  recede  therefrom. 

Hr.  DiOKKBson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  authoriziiig  the  Pre- 
■ideot  of  tbe  United  States  to  caose  aslionomical 
^AeetratioDS  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  loDgitnde 
of  the  Capitol  in  the  city  or  Washington  from 
some  known  meridian  in  Bnrope,  reported  tbe 
tame  with  an  araendmettt ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  aaihorizing  a  Slate  gOTemment  in 
the  Uissoari  Territory  was  taken  up,  and  baring 
been  farther  amendH,  ms  ordered  to  a  third 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oeorge  H.  Brook  and 
Bdnrand  P.  Kennedy  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resmned  the  consMerHion  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  regnlating  tbe  pay  of  iova- 
lid  pensioners ;"  aod  the  amenomeoi  made,  as  in 
Committeeof  the  Whole,  baring  been  eoncnrred 
in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  tbe  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  is  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Wbole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Beareiary  of  War  to  appoint 
an  addiilonal  agent  for  paying  pensions  in  the 
Slate  of  Tennessee;"  ana  no  amendment  baring 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Home,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Kpfeb,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  refened  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  enforce  those  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  lo  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,' which  relnie  lo  the 
right  of  voting  for  directon,  and  for  other  pur- 


posca;"  and  also  the  hill^  entitled  "An  act  lo 
regulate  ihe  duties  on  certain  wine*."  repoeiad 
the  same,  respeetirely,  without  amenamrat. 

Mr.  aoLMSOBODaH,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  pablic  baiUiagB, 
for  ihepHrcoase  of  a  lol'af  laad,  aad  flimiahii^ 
a  snpply  of  water  for  the  use  of  ceMasa  pablic 
hoilanp,"  repoNed  the  nine  withont  ameod- 
mant. 

On  mMieaof  Mr.  Epfm,  the  Covmittat  on 
Fiaaaee,  to  wliom  was  rsfarred  the  peilnon  (^ 
Joshaa  Asbin,  and  also  of  Henty  Rice,  were  dfs- 
charged  from  the  farther  considetatian  tbeieof, 
respectively,  and  tbe  petitioners  had  leare  to 
withdraw  ibeir  papera. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bosbili,  ibe  Committee  oa 
Ihe  Jddieiary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  a  Bomber  of  the  inhibiiania  of  the  eity  ^Peith 
Ambor, -praying  that  the  district  court  of  tbe 
United  Slates  may  be  held  at  that  place,  instead 
of  New  BmoBwiek,  were  diseha^;ed  from  tlw 
farther  ooasidemiioa  thereof. 

Mr.  EiNO  preseaied  tbe  laeinoiial  of  tba  Nc^ 
York  Cbambcrof  CoBmarcc,  repraacntiag  the 
great  evils  that  wmiU  a>ise  from  a  repeal  of  tbe 
eharter  of  the  Baflk  of  the  United  Slates;  aad 
the  aamorial  was  read. 

On  nwttan,  by  Vb.  DtoUBaoit,  the  Library 
Conmiittai^  who  were  ine^ucted  to  inquire  isio 
the  propriety  of  farther  extending  the  jriellqge 
of  tiain^  the  beohs  ta  the  Library  of  Congreaa, 
were  discharged  from  the  farther  eoaaidentio* 
thereafl 

The  Seoaie  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  considentlon  of  the  bill,  entitUd  "An 
act  for  Ihe  relief  of  Hanaaii  Ring  and  Lather 
Frink,"  togather  with  the  ameadiMat  reported 
tb««io  by  the  Comaaiitee  on  Pensions]  and  tbe 
aanndment  having  been  agreed  to.  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Hoesa  amended,  and  the  amaad- 
ment  beiag  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  ta  be 
ancressed,  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  as 
amewtad. 

Ur.  Lacoox  tabmjtted  the  following  uodca 
^  aeasideratioBi  wbtch  Whs  read,  and  ^oaaed  at 
the  sMoad  nadiag : 

SeMtei,  That  Ota  Otaanitiee  of  Aoconnti  he  n- 


The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideratioB  of  the  bill,  providing 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of 
land  at  tbe  land  offices;  and  no  amendment 
baring  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoqb^ 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  thinl 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RnooLBa,  the  Committee 

k  the  Militia,  who  were  instrncted  to  inquire 
into  Ihe  expediency  of  makitig  some  farther  pro* 
rision  by  law  to  insure  annaal  and  sccnrate  re- 
tarns  of  the  militia  of  tbe  sereral  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, were  discharged  from  the  farther  consid- 
eration of  the  subjecl. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ibe 


a77 


BSBISOSkY  Of  OOSrOOBSB. 


MuoB,  no. 


Wbotr,  tbe  aowidcniiaD  of  ib«  bill  nUUr*  lo 
Ike  PtttDt  <MGo«,  ud  10  the  nkir  of  the  aBpn- 
imMdest  ihereori  ud  tbe  bluk  haviog  been 
filled  witb  "two  iboaraod," the  bill wu raporMd 
Iv  the  HooM  ;  uid,  b«Bg  eoDOorted  in,  iba  bill 
«•*  ordered  to  be  engioiMd,  tnd  md  t  third 
tine. 

Tb*  Senate  KMmed,  ■•  id  CotomttiM  of  tbe 
Whale,  ibe  eDOudeiMioB  of  the  btll  for  Ibo  telief 
of  Nout  Brown  and  otfaen ;  Bsd,  oa  motioa  far 
Mr-  BOBtBT*,  the  forlbcr  coaiidenuioii  tbemf 
mu  poatpoBM  HBtil  the  fifUi  day  of  Harah, 
iMtuii> 

The  Senate  retaoied,  at  in  CsBniitlce  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "iln 
a«l  Car  the  Tclief  of  Hwold  SoiTtb ;"  and  no 
Bmendment  haTJng  been  made,  it  traa  reported 
to  the  Houae,  and  pattad  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Saoate  teemied,  ■•  in  Comniuea  of  ifae 
Whole,  (he  eoDuderaiioQ  of  the  bill  for  the  rdicf 
of  Labedofare  da  Eermion ;  aad  aa  BmendnieBt 
haring  heea  nMdc,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hooae. 
ud  ordered  to  be  angioaMd,  and  wtmA  a  third 
tuae. 

The  Soaata  reaoaed,  ai  in  'Oommittee  of  (be 
Whole,  theeonidenHionof  the  biUfor  thcMlief 
of  Vincnu  Gianij  and  no  aatondBeu  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  M  the  HDiiH,«nd  or- 
dered to  b&eDgnMMd,and  read  a  third  tiaae. 

Tbe  Senate  ranmad,  mm  Id  Oomiiiiwa  of  the 
Whole,  the  aontideiailon  of  tbe  bill  for  the  Belief 
of  Joseph  Ije&brej  and  no  amendiDent  faaviog 
bcea  nade,  it  wu  neported  to  the  Howe,  and 
oideied  lo  be  enfioued,  and  lead.a  third  liaae. 

TnsaDAT,  March  3. 
Ml.  WjLLLUia,  of  Tenneatee,  from  the  Com- 


doLnaaOBODQ^  from  tbe  CooBmittce  on 

the  Ditirict  of  ColomSia,  to  whom  wse  raCetnd 
^e  bill,  eotitled  "An  aoi  tappleoeniarr  U 
act,  entiited  'An  act  to  authorize  aad  napawei 
the  Freiideiu  and  Managen  of  the  Washington 
Tompike  Cempaojr  of  the  State  of  Marylanl, 
when  OMasizedL  lo  extend  and  mhe  their  Inm- 
pike  road  10  or  fnua  Oeorgetowo,  in  the  DitUtci 
of  Colombia,  through  the  aaid  Diatriet  to  A*  line 
thereof,"  reported  the  nme  wiifaoat  ameodiBani. 

The  Fbbmdbut  oonuunnioatad  iha  eredealiala 
of  JoHD  P.  Pabbot,  appointed  a  Senator  by  (be  Le- 
gislature of  New  Hampehire,  for  the  term  of  silt 
jeut,  commeaeing  on  tbe  fourth  dajr  of  March, 
inauni  i  which  were  read.  Bad  laid  m  file. 

Mr.  Laoooe,  from  ttte  Committee  on  Peowou, 
lo  whom  was  referred  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
extending  (be  term  of  balf-paf  nensionB  to  tbe 
widows  and  children  of  certain  omeers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  lervice,"  re- 
ported the  tane  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  hlr.  QoLDSBoaonoB,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Diitrict  of  Colnmbia,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  jMlition  of  tbe  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  praying  for  a  tenewal 


f^  their  charter ;  the  moBoiial  of  John  Maaoa 


aad  others,  prmyinK  the  repeal  of  an  act  of  Con- 

greas  exempting  die  "' — -  "t_  l- ,  .  . 

eoooty  taxei;  the 


gton  froai 


City  of  Wasbia 

,  .  mtniMtal  of  the  C 

Inslitote,  praying  the  grant  of  a  pari  of  the  pub- 
lie  reserniioo  of  groand  in  the  City  of  Waah- 
ingioQ  i  and  the  lesdntioD  of  (he  Senate  iiMtmet- 
ingibemloinqoireinlolheezpedieneyofamaMl- 
iag  ihe  Jaws  exieting  in  the  District  of  Colombia, 
regulating  theMiznreandsaleofpersoBsof  color 
RDipecled  (0  be  runaway  glares,  were  discharged 
from  tbe  further  coMideration  thereof,  mpecl- 
ifdy. 

"  by  Mr.  QoLDBBOKODOB,  the  Co«- 

_  ._jiu,  to  whom  was  refenred  ibeae- 

(ition  of  Blderken  Potter,  ibe  memorial  <rf  Na- 
(haaiel  Catting,  >be  petiiion  of  Refaeeca  Hodg- 
son, aod  Ihe  resoltitioii  of  (he  Senate  ioittnctiag 
them  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediafMy  of  reporting 
a  bill  lo  provide  for  the  payment  of  slaves  im- 
praised  into  ih<  public  service,  and  lost  in  the 
■aid  lerrice,  were  disoharged  from  the  farther 
eoosideraiion  thereof,  reapectirely. 

Mr.  Bakfobi^  from  tbe  Committee  an  Com- 

erce  and  MaBBfaclure*,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aaiborize  the  baild- 
ing,  ereetiog,  and  placing  light-haose^  beaoMM, 
au  buoys,  OD  placeadeaignated  in  Boatoa,  Bux* 
zard,  and  ChesBpcake  bays,  Lakaa  Oacario  asd 
Brie,  and  for  oiher  purpoiei,''  reported  the  same 
withoni  amendment  { ijtd  the  bill  was  eonridetad 
aain  Comnitiee  of  die  Whole,  and,  banag  been 
amended,  ii  waa  rqwiWd  lo  the  Home,  and  (be 
ameadmaat  being  ooncnrred  in,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  ttnke 
as  amended. 

On  molioa  of  Mr.  TaiT,  the  oonmittee  lo 
whom  was  referred  ibe  memorial  of  the  L^ida- 
(ureofibe  Alabama  Territory,  aminit  thocoa- 
straction  of  Ihe  limila  of  said  Terrilory,  were 
discharged  from  tbe  further  cooperation  (beef 
of:  aai^on  hie  motion,  Ibe  Committee  on  Naral 
Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  tbe  8th  of  Jan- 
uary, 181^  three  reporu  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  were  discharged  from  the  further  coasid- 
oration  Ihareof^  respecliTely. 

Mr.  WiLBOS,  from  tfa«  Commillce  of  Claim, 
to  whom  was  refeirad  the  bill,  entitled  "An  net 
for  the  ralief  <rf  Isaac  Minis,  and  etbars,"  rtportad 
the  same  wiihoM  aBendmwt. 

The  PiMtSBKr  eommBBinted  a  tetter  from 
ft.  de  Kraffi,  oflering  himself  as  a  candidate  fbr 
tbe  prlatingof  the  Senate;  and  tbe  kttar  was 
read. 

Mr.  Rnouua,  from  the  Conaaiiiice  on  the  Bli- 
litia,  to  whom  waa  referred  (be  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  tor  tbe  relief  of  John  McCaoalaad,"  reported 


The  Senate  resumed  (he  tesoluiioo,  deckling 
the  manual  in  whieh  iba  Teasels  comprising  Ihe 
Navy  of  the  United  Butes  shall  ha  named,  it 
hawng  been  proTiously  read  a  third  time — and 
resolved  that  this  resolution  pass. 

Tbe  bill,  milted  "An  act  lor  tbe  relief  of  Har- 
old Smyth,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  to  authorize  tbe  See- 
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laUry  of  Wai  lo  apMiot  rd  AddiliooBl  ugpat  lot 
pafiog  peoBiouB  in  lae  Siaie  of  TcDiiessce,"  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  pawed. 

The  sraendmeDta  to  ibe  bill,  eattil«d  "An  act 
to  authorize  ibe  people  of  the  Misionri  Territory 
to  form  a  coDsiiiutioD  and  State  goreiDineDL  and 
for  the  admission  of  saeh  Slate  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  iho  OTigiaal  States," 
haTiDg  been  reported  by  the  committee  coriectlr 
«igroMed,  [be  bill  was  read  a  third  timeaaamend- 
ed,  and  passed  with  Bmeodmeots. 

Tbe  ameDdmeot  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
i^ulaiiog  the  pay  of  tnralid  pensionerB,"  having 
baen  reported  by  tbecomtnitiee  correctly  engross- 
ed, the  Dill  was  read  a  third  time  as  imended,  and 
paased  with  an  amendment. 

Tbe  amendment  lo  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
for  Ibe  relief  of  Hannah  Ring  tnd  Latfaet  Frink," 
baring  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  tbe  bill  was  read  a   third   time  as 
amended,  and  passed  with  an  amendment. 

Tbe  bill  proriding  for  the  coTrectioD  of  errors 
in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offiees,  was 
read  a  tbird  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  relative  lo  the  Patent  Office,  and  lo 
ibe  salarj  of  the  superintendent  Iheieof,  wms  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lsbedoyere  de  Ker- 
mion  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Grant  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  Lefcbre  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  paieed. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  etmimb- 
aioners  for  ascertain  log  and  deciding  oa  claims  to 
land  in  the  disiricl  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling 
the  claims  to  land  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  d 
Chien,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"Ad  act  to  eooiinue  in  force  an  act  regolatiag  the 
currency  within  the  United  StatM,  of  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spaiti,  anil  the  crowns  of  France,  and  Bve  franc 
pieces,'*  with  ati  amcDdmeni ;  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  set  in  behalf  of  ihe 
Connecticut  Asylum  for  teaching  ihe  deaf  and 
dumb;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  aoihotizing  tbe 
sale  of  certain  military  site*;"  a  bill^  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade  j"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take 
possession  of  Bast  and  West  Florida,  and  estab- 
lish a  temporary  government  therein  ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  tbe  concurrence  of  Ihe  Senate. 
They  have  concurred  in  all  Ihe  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  anihorize 
the  people  of  [he  Missotiri  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  Stale  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  tbe  Union  on  an 
eqtial  footing  with  the  original  Sutes,"  except 
the  eleventh,  and  to  that  they  disagree. 

^he  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  eleventh 


amendment,  diaaffraed  t«  by  tbt  House  of  Rmi- 
resentatives.  [This  araendmenl  struck  out  the 
probibltDry  clause  eonceming  the  toleration  of 
slavery  in  said  State.] 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tut,  the  Sen- 
ate resolved  to  adhere  to  ibeir  said  amendment. 

The  four  bills  list  brought  up  for  concurrenee 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
meni  of  the  House  of  Repreaeutatives  to  ibe  Ull, 
eniilled  "An  aet  to  continue  in  force  an  act  reg- 
ulating the  currency  within  the  United  Slates  of 
the  gold  coins  of  Qteet  Britain,  France,  Poriunl, 
and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  Frmnce  and  five 
franc  pieces." 

Whereupon  rceolved,  that  the  Senate  coscnt 

/The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the 
acts  prohibitiog  the  slave  trade,"  was  read  the 
second  lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
10  the  committee  appointed  the  ISlh  o(  Decem- 
ber, 1818,  on  Ibe  subject  of  the  stars  trade. 
Mr.  Eatoh,  from  the  said  committee,  snbae- 

?ently  reported  the  said  bill  with  an  amendoMDii 
proposing  to  strike  out  the  sixth  section  thereof, 
inserted  in  the  other  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
PiKULL,  lo  make  the  offence  of  emugglingslare* 
from  Africa  pnnishable  with  death.) 

Tbe  amendment  was  agreed  lo,  and  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  authorising  the  sale 
of  certain  military  sites,"  was  read  the  second 
time  b|r  ODaBimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Militan'  Afiisir*. 

Mr..WiLLiAHe,  of  TeuDessee,  from  said  com- 
mittee, reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  behalf  of  the  Con- 
nectioDlAsylumfor  leachiDgtbedeBranddaml^'* 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  conseM, 
and  referred  lo  the  Commiiiee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  the  said  committee,  report- 
ed the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  tt  was  repcnled 
to  the  Hoate,  and  passed  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  eniilled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  ihe  United  States  to  take  possession 
of  Bast  and  West  Florida,  and  establish  a  tem- 
porary government  therein,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  uoanimoas  consent,  and  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Maooh,  from  the  said  committee,  reported 
ibe  bill  with  amendments,  which  were  read  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  »nd, 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
tbe  House  amended  accordingly ;  and,  ibe  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  they  were  ordered  lo 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  Ibird  time  as 
amended. 

Ur.  Epfbs,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  Robert  Kid,  Beth  Webber,  and 
Thomas  Page,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 

Mr.  STOCHa,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
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bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  altar  ud  wtablub  Mr- 
tain  pMt  roads,"  Kpoiled  (be  same  with  amend- 
meni^  wbicb  were  read,  and  considered  ■■  in 
Commiliee  of  tbe  Whale ;  and,  hario^  been 
agreed  to  wilb  farther  ameadmenit,  the  bill  wa« 
reported  lo  tbe  House  amended  aeeordinglf ;  and, 
the  amendments  being  conetirred  ia,  Ibey  were 
oidcred  to  be  engrossed,  and  tbe  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

The  Prbbidiht  commanicated  a  letter  from 
Jonathan  Elliot,  offering  himaelf  a*  a  candidate 
for  the  printing  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  letter  was 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  J.  Axon  was 
read  tbe  second  time. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  joint  committee  on  tbe 
■object,  rejmrted  a  reiolatlon,  direciiog  the  man- 
D«t  in  whieh  tbe  priniiog  of  Congress  shall  be 
exeonled,  fiuog  the  prices  thereof,  and  providing 
foi  the  appointment  of  a  printer  or  printers;  and 
the  lasolotion  was  twice  read  br  nnanimons  con- 
sent, and  coQsidctcd  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole;  and,  no  amendment  bafing  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  b« 
engioasea,  and  read  a  third  time.  It  was  then 
read  a  third  time  b;  nnanimoDi  consent,  and 
pnaeed. 

.  Mr.  Hotaow,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Pablic 
Laoda,  to  whom  mi  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Henry  Batman,"  repott- 
ed tbe  same  with  amendments ;  which  ware  read. 

Tbe  resolution  aaiburi2ing  an  allowance  for 
extra  aerTiee*  to  persons  Mrving  tbe  Senate  was 
read  the  second  and  third  times  by  uaanimous 
consent^ nd  passed. 

The  FanwDBHT  eommnnicated  a  letter  from 
Daniel  Bspine,  offerins  himself  as  a  candidate 
for  tbe  priniiog  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  latter  was 
read. 

Mr.  MoBSOW,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Land^  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  new  land  office  in  tbt  State  of  Illinois, 
reported  tbe  same  with  amendmenu ;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.EowABna  pteseued  the  petition  of  Sam- 
ael  Abbott,  of  Randolph  count]r,  in  the  State  of 
IlliDoi^  praring  relief  for  certain  erroneous  an- 
trica  of^Iand,  as  aiatcd  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  TaoKAB  prtsented  tbe  petition  of  the  La- 
gisUtore  of  tbe  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  may  be  extended  to  certain 
settler*  in  said  State,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read. 

Wbdhbsdxt,  March  3. 

The  credentials  of  William  A.  Palm  an,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  tbe  LeglsUmre  of  the  State 
of  Sonth  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
sommencing  on  tbe  fourth  day  of  March  insian^ 
were  communicated  and  resd,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  smendment  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  'An  act  lo 
authorize  the  bailding,  erecting,  and  placing 
lighl-bonses,  beacons,  and  buoys,  on  places  desig- 
Dated  in  Boston,  Buzzard,  and  Chesapeake  Bays,  i 


baring  been  reported  by  tbe  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  toads,"  having 
been  repotted  by  tbe  eommiiiee  correctly  en- 
groned,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
edjtind  passed. 

Tbe  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
lo  aulborize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
CO  uke  posceision  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and 
esiiablisb  a  temporary  government  therein,"  bar- 
ing been  repotted  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, ihe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

Toe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  iba 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  tbe 
time  for  tbe  next  meeting  of  Congrest;  and  tbe 
blank  having  been  filled  with  "second  Monday j" 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbtb,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postpooed  until  to-morrow, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  6,  naya 
23,  ■»  follows: 

YvAs— HsMis.  Eppes,  Laoo^  Macon,  Bobart^ 
Roggles,  and  WiUians  of  TenneseM. 

N&is — Mann.  Barboor.  BnrnD,  Daggett,  Dans, 
DkkeisoB,  Eaton,  Edward%  Frenentin,  Gailbrd, 
GaldAoroaBh,  J^naoti,  Leake,  MeOan,  Nobia,  Pal- 
mer, Benfard,  Stsrer,  Tait,  Ttchenor,  Vn  Dyke,  Wlt 
liama  of  Miaaiaaii^i,  and  WUmd. 

No  amendm 

:pofteL  „ , . 

d  and   read  a  third  time.    The  bill  n 
then  read  a   third  lime  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

The  Pbbsideht  communicated  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Giles  dt  Seaton,  from  William  A.  Davis 
and  from  Andrew  Wsy,  jr.,  reapectireiy  offering 
themselves  as  candidates  for  the  printing  of  the 
Senate;  and  the  letters  were  sere/ally  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  tbe  duties  on  certain  wines;"  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  tbe  House,  and  psEsed  to  a  third  read- 
ing. It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  noinimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  adhere  to 
their  disagreement  to  the  eleventh  amendment 

Eroposed  and  adhered  to  bv  tbe  Senate  to  the 
ill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
tbe  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  tbe  admission  of  such 
State  into  tbe  Union  on  an  equal  footing  wit5 
,e  original  Slates." 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  behalf  of  the  Con- 
necticut Asylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and 
dumb,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Corainitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideraiion  of  tbe  bill,  entiiled  "An 
ict  makiog  appropriaiions  for  tbe  public  build- 
ings; for  tbe  purcliase  of  a  lot  of  land,  and  fur- 
nishing a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  certain 
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Kbl]e  baildiogt;"  and  no  tmeDdmest  ImriBr 
en  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
pnswd  10  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  md  a 
third  time  by  aoaDimons  cootwnt,  and  paised. 

Tba  Seaale  resDmed,  as  in  Commillee  or  the 
Whole,  the  cOBaideraiioii  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  for  the  relief  of  laaae  Minis, and  otben;"  >Dd 
BO  amendment  baring  been  made,  it  wu  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ily.- It  wu  then  read  a  third  time  by  unairi' 
mow  eonaeat,  and  passed. 

The  Sconta  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideiaiion  of  tbe  bill,  entiiled  "An 
act  for  ibe  relief  of  Robert  Kid,  Seth  Webber, 
ud  Thoma*  PaKe-,"  ahd  no  aneDdraeal  hariog 
baen  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
piMsd  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a 
third  tine  bjr  ananimons  eon  tent,  and  paased. 

Tha  Senate  reagmed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  ooneideralion  of  the  bill  tOMileiueu- 
tarr  fo  nn  act,  pt«sed  iheaecaad  da;r  oi  M*reh, 
IwT,  entkled  "An  not  to  mkibjt  tbe  importation 
of  aliiTei  into  tbe  Dniced  States]"  and,  on 
lion  bv  Hr.  Bdbbill,  tbe  further  consideration 
tbar«M  waa  poaipoMd  nniit  to-monnwi 

Tbe  Senate  raanmed,  u  ia  Commiina  sf  ik« 
Whok,  Ika  omsidwBtioa  of  the  bill  fnitbae  snp- 
]dMBeniarr  f>  <ut  net,  enliiM  "An  aet  to  ragntiir 
tba  eoUeetlon  of  dutiea  on  importennA  tonnaae^ 
puatd  on  ihn  Sd  dav  of  ISnrak,  1799;"  and  no 
ameodmeDt  haTiDg  been  mad*,  it  wu  reported 
to  the  Honae,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  sod 
read  a  third  lime.  The  bill  wss  then  read 
third  time  by  unanimous  coaseul,  and  paased. 

The  Senate  resumed,  u  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  I fae  coDsidera lion  of  the  bill,eniiiled  "An 
act  concerniog  ihe  allowance  of  pensions  npon  a 
relinquishment  of  bounty  lands;  and  no  amend- 
ment hariog  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Hoase ;  and  il  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was 
then  read  a  third  time  by  noanimons  coDseni, 
and  passed. 

The  Seoaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  conaideratioD  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It 
wu  then  read  a  third  time  by  oniniaout  coo- 
sent,  and  pissed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  u  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
net  fur  the  relief  of  Daniel  Moss }"  and  no  amend- 
ment haTing  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
HoDte,-and  paued  to  a  third  reading.  It  wu 
then  read  a  third  lime  by  unanimou)  consent, 
and  paswd. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  for  tbe  rdief  of  Pboabe  Stuart ;"  and  no 
amendmeat  haTiog  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
tbe  House,  and  paued  to  a  third  reading.  It  was 
then  read  a  third  time  by  nnanimoiu  conseDt, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  u  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosidention  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Batman,"  together 


with'  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  Itie 
CoiniBitiee  on  PnUic  Lands ;  and  the  ameD4- 
ments  baring  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  wu  re- 
ported to  the  House  amended  accordingly;  and 
the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  they  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  m 
third  lime  as  amended.  The  bill  wu  then  rend 
a  third  time  by  Daaaimons  content  as  emended, 
and  passed. 

Tne  Senate  mtimed,  u  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Patrick  Callan ;"  and 
DO  amendment  baring  been  made,  it  waa  repffrt- 
ed  to  tbe  Honse;  and  paued  to  a  third  reading. 
It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unaDimoDs  eon- 
sen  I,  and  pused. 

A  mesaage  from  the  Home  of  Repreteniativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  panod 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  Ihe  Senate,  eniliM 
"Au  aei  for  ike  rehef  of  Mlcbael  Hogan,'*  with 
an  amendowDt,  in  which  they  reqneat  tbe  cnn- 
ourreoee  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proeeeded  to  consider  the  anaeod* 
tneni  of  the  Honse  of  Repreaentntlres  to  the 
laat  mentioned  bill,  and  they  cooeurred  therein. 

Ur.  LaoooK  presented  (»m  man  icationi  from 
Robert  Boiler,  Adjatant  General  of  the  Sotltll- 
ero  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Ueited  Statea,  - 
and  of  Cohnel  George  Gibson,  ia  relation  lo 
their  testimony  before  the  committee,  appololad 
in  porsnanee  of  tbe  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
tbe  18ih  of  December  lut,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Seminole  war;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bUi,  entitled 
"An  act  sapi)leroentary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  authorize  and  empower  tbe  President  and 
Managers  of  Ihe  Washington  Turnpike  Com- 
pany of  Ihe  State  of  Mar^tand,  when  organized, 
to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike  road  to  or 
from  OeorgelowD,  in  the  District  of  Colambie, 
throngh  the  said  District  to  the  line  thereof;" 
and  DO  amendment  have  been  made  thereto,  It 
wu  reported  to  tbe  Houae,  and  pn»ed  to  a  third 
reading.  It  wu  iben  read  a  third  lime  byoMa- 
jmous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  eooFideration  of  the  bill,  entided 
"An  act  extending  tbe  term  of  half>pa^  pensions 
to  the  widows  and  cbildreD  of  certain  oAeen, 
■enmen,  and  marines,  who  died  ia  the  pnUie 
serriee ;"  and  no  amoDdment  hariog  ben  made, 
it  wu  reported  to  the  House,  and  pasted  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third  lime  by 
unanlmoni  content,  and  paaaed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  u  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideratloa  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  in  addiiioa  to  an  act,  supplemeotary  to 
■a  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tbomu 
Wilson ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  waa  reported  to  Ihe  House,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by 
Unanimous  content,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  u  in  Commillee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  Ibe  contiderelion  of  Ibe  bill  for  the  re- 
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TGb  8«aaM  rewoMd,  m  ib  GonimtilM  of  the 
Whole,  the  aoiuidefaiion  of  the  bill,  emtitled 
"An  act  to  ommil  lh»  mat,  eatitled  'An  ut  «*p- 
plemeDtary  to  the  act,  eatitled  Ad  Wt  le  Buthoi- 
izetheSuie  of  TeuiMWC  la  ma*  gmstsaiul 
pmkct  liile*  i«  eertoia  lud*  tkBrew  imetibti, 
asd  10  Mllte  th«  elaiiiH  lo  the  *ai»nt  ead  uup- 
praprkMd  had  wihik  tb*  h»c,"  panad  the 
UM  pf  AytO,  1S06,  aad.  eo  notioa  bfitr.  Wil- 
LtUH,  of  TaoiMMec,  tiia  farther  ooBMdctati 
thareaf  ma  poMpoaH  latit  le-iaemwt 

Tbe  Senate  reanmed,  an  in  CommHiee  of  tb« 
Wltol^  the  coDsideratieD  of  the  MIL  earitled 
"Alt' act  nppIenieDtary  lo  the  act,  entitled 'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Beojamia  Wells ;"  aodj  on 
motiao  bf  Mr.  Bppbb,  tbe  fatiber  eoDsiderailon 
tkcnof  waa  poatpeoed  natil  ta-aMmnr. 

The  Seoaic  reiamed,  «>  in  Cominittee  of  the 
WhoK  the  coawlacauos  of  tbe  biUi  entklcd 
"Ad  ast  to  eafM**  tlloaa  pt07M<MU  of  tba  a«i, 
•aiillaid''Aa  aat  loiacatporaia  the  ■utaeribcc*  to- 
tbeBaokof  tba  U<uted  StWaa,'  wbiobtelatato 
tba  tigbt  or  Toting  for  dftceton  attd  for  otter 
pqrpoMBi;"  and  oa  ameadneot  baviag^a  made 
tberetOi  it  was  reported  le  the  HoiMe,  andpaned 
l»  a  Ibtrd  reediDK-  It  waa  Ihen  read  a  third 
lime  bjr  onanimous  conseot,  and  paned. 

A  measaga  from  the  Hooseof  RepreaeotMifes 
infanaed  the  Seoaie  ihai  the  House  concor  io 
all  Ihe  ameadineots  of  the  Seoale  lo  the  t.Ul, 
eDtiiled  "Aa  act  to  aathorize  the  President  of  the 
Uniied  Sutes  to  lake  potaesiion  of  But  and 
Wait  Florida,  aad  esiablUh  a  temporary  go rera- 
mest  therein,"  except  that  which  propoiea  to 
add  a  otw  aeclion,  as  a  fifth  section  of  tbe  said 
bill,  with  ameadmenl*,  and  thai  thej  do  not 
agree  to  so  much  of  tbe  vaendments  as  propoaes 
lo  add  a  new  section  h<>  a  fifth  ieoiioo  of  tbe 
aaid  bill.  Tbej  bare  paued  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  conceraing  invalid  peBsioaen  ;"  and  also  a 
bU),  entitled  "Ad  act  in  addition  to,  and  altera- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laf  iog  a  duty  on 
imporled  salt;  granting  a  bounty  oa  pickled  8th 
exported,  and  allowances  to  certain  resieli  em- 
ployed in  the  fisheries/'  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  ooDCurreace  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MoBRow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  confirmiog  certain  claims  to  land  in  (he 
Slate  of  Illinois,"  reported  the  same  wiihoai 
amendment  j  and,  on  his  motion,  ihe  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  poatpoaed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resomad,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ihe  eoosideratioa  of  the  resolution  ao- 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  Uoiled  States  to 
cause  aaironomical  obserratioos  to  be  made,  to 
aseertaio  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the 
Ciljr  of  WashiagtoD,  from  some  known  merid- 
ian in  Europe  I  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Burbili., 
the  further  •ousideration  ibereof  wu  posipooed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  ternmed,  as  id  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  (be  eonaideraiion  of  the  bill  lo  nublish 


a  new  land  efise  in  the  StaM  of  IUimU  :  and 
tha  aHaadawnis  being  eoneurted  in,  tb«  bill  was 
ordand  lo.ba  engroeaed,  and  read  a  third  tine. 

Tiie  Seaata  resaraed,  as  in  Commiltea  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  eoasideratioo  of  the  bill,  enttllal 
"An  act  for  the  relitf  of  Jamea  Orr  j"  aad  n9 
ameadment  haTing  been  toade,  it  wti  reported 
to  the  UoDse,  aad  pasaad  (o  a.  third  reading.  It 
was  ihe n  read<  a  ibtrd  time  by  oaaniDMiis  eon* 
siDi,  aod  paaaad. 

Tbe  Sraate  adjoorned  to  sii  o'ab>ek  in  tke 
evening. 

3ix  o'clock  in  the  amnng. 

The  Senate  reinmed  tbe  eonsideraiioD  of  tbe 
amendment*  to  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  aol  toaa> 
tkorize  iIm  Praaident  of  tha  Unics^  SlaHa  to 
poaaeMioa  of  Bast  and  Weal  Flotida,  tad 
lUh  a:  lemponry  gon'*rMBeDt  thafaia:" 
whereMMn, 

BetUmd  ThM  they  do  agm  to  the  amod- 
Lineat  of  the  Hoaae  of  Repreaaatailraa  to  their 
fonitli  and  fifth  amendmenia,  aitd  that  they  d» 
recede  ftom  their  amcndmeac,  which  prapaaea  to 
add  a  newaeeiioD,  aaddiaagraed  lo  by  tbe  Hmaa 
of  Repiiianlaiirea^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoanonr^  the  CemmttMe 
oof  PuUie  Imndi  wiua>  discliMecd  from  the  fur- 
ther eoDsideiation  of  all  solgeeis  reEirred  to 
iImm  daring  the  preseat  sesMon,  apoa  wbiab 
they  ban  not  reported. 

Ob  motioa  by. Mr.  Snoaaa,  tbe  Comnittae  on 
the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memori^  of  Beajamm  Dearborn,  were 
dmharged  from  thefuriber  considetatioa  (hereof. 

Tbe  oill,  entitled  "An  act  concerniDg  invalid 
pensions,"  was  readitbe  first  and  second  times  by 
onaDimoa*  conaeat,  and  ceAned  t«rhe  Cocnmit- 
tee  OB  PeD*ion«> 

Mr.  SroKEa,  fiwna  said  commitiee,  reported 
the  Ull  without  ameedment;  and,  on  motion,  the 
niTther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  oniil 
to-morrov. 

Tbe  bill,  from  the  House  of  Repreaen  tali  Tea. 
entitled  "An  act.  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of 
an  act,  entitled 'An  act  layio^  a  duty  00  imported 
salt,  granting  a  boanty  on  pickled  fish  exported, 
and  allowancca  to  certain  Teasels  employed  in 
the  fisheries,"  was  read  three  several  limes  by 
unanimous  conseoL  and  passed. 

The  bill,  to  establish  a  new  land  office  io  the 
Stale  of  Illinois,  was  read  a  third  time  by  nnan- 
mous  consent,  and  passed. 

Onmotionby  Mr.  WiLBOH,  the  Senate  proceed' 
ed  to  the  appointment  of  a  printer,  on  iheir  part, 
ibly  to  tbe  proTisioDs  of  a  joint  resolation 
s  date ;  and  on  tbe  ballots  baviog  been 
connted,  it  appeared  tfaat  Messrs.  Qales  and  Sea- 
'  ~  n  bad  a  m^oriiy  and  were  elected. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  conaideratioa  of  tbe  bill,  entitied  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  McCansIandj"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It 
was  then  read  a  third  time  by  nnanimons  consent. 
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Tha  Seiikic  icHmed,  u  in  Oamminea  of  tb« 
Whole,  the  eoniiderttion  of  iha  bill,  eniitltd 
"An  act  to  aaihoriie  ihe  tale  of  e«t«in  mililuj 
■iiei ;"  and  no  ameodmBDt  baTJog  lw«o  made,  tt 
waa  reported  to  the  Uoute,  and  paiaed  to  a  third 
reading.  It  wai  then  read  a  third  time  b;  onani- 
moQs  conKQi,  and  ptiMd. 

The  Senate  resumed,  •■  in  Conraittea  of  the 
Whol^tbeconiideralioDof  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  anihorize  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  eoDvejr 
a  lot  or  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  llie  United 
States,  lying  in  Jefferson  coaoly,  in  the  State  of 
Tirginie ;"  and  no  amendmeoi  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  vu  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed 
to  a  third  reading.  It  was  (ben  read  a  third  time 
by  unaniaioDs  consent,  and  jwssed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  for  tin  relief 
of  Samuel  J.  Axson  ;  end  tbe  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  ai  is  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidentioB  of  the  bill  farther  sop- 
plemeniary  lo  aa  mc^  Entitled  "An  aet  to  r^gidate 
tbe  collection  of  duties  on  import*  and  tonnage," 
passed  OB  the  Sd  day  of  llarcb,  1709;  and,  on 
motion,  the  further  consideration  tbmof  was 
poelponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  moiian  by  Hr.  Maoon,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  tbe  pait  of  tbe  Senate,  join Uy  with 
sueb  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  tbe  part 
of  the  House  of  Represenialives,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  and  notify  hi  m, 
that  nnlese  he  may  haTC  other  commnnicatioos 
to  make  to  (be  two  Houses  of  Congress,  Ibey  are 
leidy  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Maoon  and  Mr.  DiooKTr, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bdbbili., 

Sttoired,  utunivuuify,  That  the  tbsnks  <a  the 
Bsnate  be  prenoled  ta  the  honorable  Jambs  BAxaonm, 
Senator  (torn  VirpiuB,  far  the  dignified  and  impsitial 
inanuer  in  wbieb  he  bu  discharged  the  important  da* 
ties  of  die  PrasidaDt  ol  tbe  Senate,  since  be  was  called 
to  the  Cbsir. 

BtMohed,  ufUHNSsoutiy,  Tbst  the  (bank*  of  (be 
wDtad  to  tha  bonorsble  Jeaa  Ouii- 
I  Booth  Carolina,  far  the  dignifiad 


and  impartial  maiuNr  in  wUeh  he  disdurgsd  tbe  in* 
portani  dutisa  of  Praai^nt  of  the  Senate  daring  As 
lime  he  preaidad  tbaiun. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Bakboub  addressed  the  Sen- 
ale  as  ftdlows : 

OtHthmtn  1  The  aensilnlity  prodneed  b;  this  new 
eridence  atjaat  Undneai  and  sppiobstion,  is  beyond 

"  power  to  aipress.    I  would  ratber  refer  la  jonr 
ilKMoms  as  mmishing  a  more  correct  standard  Vj 
ch  lo  appreoate  it.    1  have  tbe  conaiJatuin  to  re- 
,  that  wbatavaref  seal  or  cuad^I  pOMeat,hBS 
been  deioted  to  the  discharge  of  Ine  duties  of  tay  sta- 
tion ;  your  approbatiim  is  more  than  an  ample  reward. 
Permit  me  astbemoaentofsaparatiiicisBpprosdiiiig, 
irom  all  fin  a  season.  Iron  some  peibapa  fitrcTer,  t« 
tender  you  all  an  afiectionate  brewell,  and  to  pray 
that  upon  jour  return  to  your  respectiTe  homes,  yoai 
receptioB  may  be  such,  in  all  your  relations,  aa  may 
make  you  happy. 

Gaillaid  then  rosoAnd  made  the  following 
address : 

H I.  Preddeat ;  Meit  to  the  sallsisBtion  arising  from 
the  conseieNsaaes  of  fthbAillr  pettoming  enr  dnlr, 
tbe  fawraUe  t^inion  of  Ihoee  wrtb  whom  we  era  a*- 
sociatad  afimis  tha  higbast  gratificaliDn  that  ean  be 
racei*ed;  and  the  praaanli'ota  of  Mprohatien,  toyethar 
with  tbe  many  acta  of  fcin-i"—  1  have  experienced 
Irom  this  honoraUe  body,  haie  asdlad  in  my  mind 
faaliDgs  of  gratitode  which  neither  tims  nor  ciicum- 

iDces  can  eTet  e&ce. 

A  meaaage  from  the  House  of  RepteseDtative* 
informed  the  Senate  (hat  the  House,  haviog  fin- 
isbed  the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  ad- 
aeon  reported,  from  tbe  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  who  informed  iheni  that  he  had 
no  further  communicition  to  make  to  tbe  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Tbe  Secretary  was  theu  directed  to  inform 

the  House  of  Rep  re  se  Dial  ires  that  the  Senate, 

having  floished  tbe  LegisUtiTe  business  before 

them,  are  aboui  to  adjanru. 

The  Pbkbidbmt  then   adjonroed  the   Senate 
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UoKBAT,  Norember  16,  laiS. 

Tbu  baing  tbe  diy  &x«d  by  l«w  fot  lfa«  mMt- 
iag  of  CoDgrcM,  Hbkbt  Clat,  the  8p«tkfT, 
Tbohab  Dodobertt,  the  Clerk,  aad  iberoUoir- 
iog  menibcri  of  tbe  Home  of  RepreMauiivea, 
appeared  kod  took  tbeir  Mate,  to  wit; 

Pron  fkto  £i>mptAir«--Jontb  Butkr,  ClUton 
Clagett,  Samuel  Htle,  Artbni  LiTinnore,  John  P. 
Parrott,  and  Nathuuel  Upham. 

Ftom  Matiarhuttttt  Biinjamhi  Adama,  JaahoB 
OaiOt  John  Holdiea,  Jooalbaa  Maaon,  Marcna  Morton, 
BaDJamin  On,  Tbookai  Rioe,  Nathaniel  Rii|;glea, 
Zabdiel  SampaoD,  Henry  Wbt»m,  Nathanial  Silibea, 


Zabdiel  SampaoD,  . 
H>d  Eiekkl  Wtutm 


From  Rhodt  Jiland—l^An  L>  Beaa,  jnn. 

Awn  Conruetitui — Gbaneaai  HantitiBtoii,  Jooa* 
.tbaa  O.  Moaeley,  Timothy  PitUn,  Nathaniel  Terry, 
and  Tbonae  8.  WiUiama. 

Fivm  Vtrmont — Heman  Allen,  G^mnel  C.  Crafla, 
'Willmm  Hnnter,  Onamo*  C.  Merrill,  Chariaa  Rich, 
aftd  Mark  Kchartta. 

Pmn  Neio  Tork—Onta  C.  CoKiatoek,  John  P. 
OiMhnan,  Jonah  Haafanmdc,  John  Heifcimer,  Tboma* 
H.  HnbbaH,  WUUam  Inrtng,  Derrance  Kirthmd, 
Tbomaa  Lawyer,  John  Palmer,  John  Savage,  Philip 
J.  Schuyler,  TredweD  Scndder,  Henry  R.  Slorra, 
Jamea  TaUnadge,  jnn.,  John  W.  Taylor,  George 
Townaend,  Reninclaer  Weateik,  Jamea  W.  Wilkin, 
'  and  baae  WiUiama. 

From  Ntm  J"''^ — Ephraim  Bateman,  Benjamin 
Bennett,  Jowpb  KoomfleM,  Charlee  Kiiuey,  John 
Idnn,  and  Heniy  Sonlfaaidi 

From  PentuyAianja — William  Andeiaon,  Henry 
Baldwin,  Andrew  Boden,  laaae  Darlington,  Joaaph 
Hopkinaon,  WiUiani   P.  Maclay,  David  Mafchand, 

-  Bobert  Moore,  lahn  Murray,  Alexander  Ogle,  Tbomaa 
Pattaraon,  Tbomaa  J.  Rogera,  John  Sergeant,  Adam 

.^■ben,  Cbrialian  Tarr,  Jamea  M.   Wallaee,  John 

-  Wbiledde,  and  William  Vntmia. 


Philip  Ba^  Samuel  Smith,  and  Philip  StnorU^ 

From  TirginiB — Ardiibald  Aoitiii,  Philip  P.  Bar- 
boor,  William  A.  Bnisall,  John  Floyd,  Robert  8. 
Oanett,  WUiiam  J.  Lewie,  William  McCoy,  Cfaatlaa 
F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelaoo,  Thomaa  Newton,  Jamea 
15th  Con.  SdSBss.— 1 


Pindall,  Jamea  Fleaaanta,  Aleiandei  Smyth,  and 
Heniy  8t.  George  Tucker. 

From  Nbrlk  Corofoo— WeUon  N.  Edward^  Tboe. 

.  EalL  George  Mnmlbrd,  Lemaal  Sawyer,  Thomaa 
Settle,  Jeaaa  Slocamb,  Jamea  S.  Snttb,  Jamea  Stewart, 
Felix  Walker,  and  Lewia  WilUaaa. 

From  Sooth  Cwv&M— Joaaph  BeUinger,  Henry  ' 
Hiddleton,  and  Sterling  Tucker. 

Fhm  OeotvM— Zadock  Cook,  Joel  Crawfcrd,  John 
^aatUh  and  William  Terrell.  

From  Kenlutky — Joaeph  Deaba,  Riiehard  M.  JiAn- 


Walkar. 

Prom  Ttnnetiee — Thomaa  Claiborne,  Franeia  Jonee, 
and  John  Rhea. 

From  OAK>--John  W.  Caavbell,  and  Willianx 
Henry  Harriaoo. 

Ftim  Indiana — Wiltiam  Hendrieka. 

From  HittMppi — George  Pcrindezter. 

Tbe  following  members,  elected  to  aupidjr  ra- 
canciea  in  the  Houae,  alto  appeared,  were  quali- 
fied, and  took  tbeir  eeate,  viz: 

From  Maanehaaetu,  Ekooh  Lixodln,  rice 
Mr.  Parria,  reaigoed. 

From  Conneclieat,  Stltmtss  Oilbut,  TJce 
Mr.  Holinei,  resigned. 

From  PeooBf Iraoia,  Bamubl  Msorb,  tw*  Mr. 
Ingham,  reaigoed  j  and  Jaoob  HoflTBTTiR,  vim 
Mr.  Spanglerg  reeigned. 

From  Virginia,  Johh  Piobaii,  rise  Mr.  Gtood- 
wvD,  deceaaed. 

From  Looisia. 
Robcriaon,  reaigned. 

JoBH  Scott,  the  delegate  from  the  Tecritorf 
of  Miaaauri,  and  JoBN  Crowb  I.,  the  delegate  from 
tbe  Territory  of  Alabama,  alao  appeared  and 
took  their  aeais. 

A  quorum  beii      . 
changed  with  the  Senate  to  that  el 

Memts.  Tatlor  and  Baldwin  were  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  on  the  joint  commiltoe 
for  waiiiog  on  the  President. 

Tbe  Spbaeek  laid  before  tbe  House  a  eopy  of 
the  cooatitution  of  tbe  State  of  llUooia,  adopted 
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in  coDTeDtion  i[  Kukukii,  on  the  36th  dajr  of 
Anga*!,  1618 ;  which  was  oTdered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newtox,  the  Oterk  wis  di- 
rected to  famish  the  members  #ilfa  snth  news- 
papers ai  tber  maf  elect;  the  expense  of  each 
membeT  not  lo  exceed  the  price  of  three  daily 
papers. 

Tdbbdat,  November  17. 

SefeMi  «Uwr  iiHnibin,  to  wit:  from  BfasM- 
ehusctts,  WALTBk  FoiABB,  jr.,  and  Johh  Wil- 
SOK ;  from  New  York,  BanjAMiti  Elliooit  and 
Datis  a.  Ospra ;  from  Debwsta,  LoBia  Uc^ 
tiAita ;  from  Virsinia,  Thomas  M.  Nbuoii^ai.- 
LAHD  SMiTB.aQd  EowAHD  CoLBTOK ;  from  North 
Carolitia,  Janes  Owen  ;  from  Qeorgia,  THOHAa 
W.  Cobb  ;  from  TeoDeuee,  Sahdbl  Hooa;  and 
from  Ohio,  Phileuoh  Bebchbr  aod  Lbti  Bab- 
bib,  appeared  and  took  their  seaia. 

Hr,  Tatlob,  from  (be  joiat  committee  ay 
WlDted  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  DoiWd 
Biate%  reported  that  thejr  bad  diicharged  tbaC 
dBlj;  and  that  the  Preaideat  iaformed  theeoai- 
mittee  he  WouM  this  day  makf  a  oMniiutniaaii«i 
to  the  two  Hoates  of  Congrea. 

BTANmWG  COMMTTrBEB. 

On  ttMioa  of  Mr.  Tayiab,  ttn  IfeBM^ro-' 
ceeded  to  the  appoiDimant  of  the  Standi^  Oom- 
wittees,  parraam  «>  the  rales  and  orders  i)!  the 
Bonn.    They  ar««9  fellows: 

Oomtiattee  df  Wdyr  and  Meaiu—tSt.  Smith,  of 
Hatrland,  hlr.  Burwell,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Sec- 
gttvt,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Crawford,  bd4  Mr.  Tall- 
madse. 

Qf£fc«(wtu-^r.  Taylor,  Mr.  Alex.  S  my  lb, 
Mr.  Merrill,  Mm.  Sbaw,  Mr.  B«s>,'  Mr.  Whimat), 
and  Mr.  Tarr. 

(y  Commerce  aWAfanii/acft*««— Mr.  Newton, 
Ur.  Seybert,  Mr.  McLaoe,  of  Delaware,  Mr.Ma< 
•on,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Irving,  of  New  Totk, 
Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Einiey. 

Ofaaiim»~Ur.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Samuel  Moore,  Mr. 
Walker,  of  SetKaeky,  Mr.  Culbreth,  and  Mr, 
CUIbeit. 

.  R»r  Ike  Outriet  of  CWumMfl— Mr.  Hetberl, 
Mr.  P«(er,  Mr.  Beden,  Mr.  Cebb,  Mr.  Claiborne, 
Mr.  Colston,  and  Mt.  Staart,  of  Maryland. 

On  t*e  PtAUe  Landt—Mf.  PoindeXer,  Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Hr.  Terry, 
lir.  Jones,  asd  Mr.  Butler,  of  LonisiMa. 

On  Privait  Land  Ooima— Mr.  Robertson,  Mr. 
Piniall,  Mr.  Hogg,  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Bayley, 
Hr.  Robert  Moore,  and  Mr.  Ballard  Smith. 

OntkePettOgiceand  PoUJtoadt—tillf.hireT' 
more,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Barber  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Townaend,  Hr.  Sampson,  Mr.  Terrell,  and  Mr. 
Settle.  „  , 

On  Pauiant  and  BevabOionary  Oaimt-^t. 
Rhea,  Mr.  Wilkin,  Mr.  Ruggles,  Mr.  William  P. 
Haclay.Mr.  Bllicott.  Mr.  Owen,  and  Mr.  Orr. 

OnPiMic  Expenditure— U.t.  Desha,  Mr.  An- 
denoB,  of  PennsylraDia,  Mr.  Oarnett,  Mr.  Cash- 


mao,  Hr.  Smith,  of  North  CaroliBa,  Mr.  Hunter, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Connectiout. 

Onthe  Judiciary — Hr.  Hugh  Nelson,  Mr.  Hop- 
kineon,  Hr.  Bdwanla,  Mr.  Beecher,  Mr.  Slorra, 
Hr.  Quaries,  and  Mr.  Moseley. 

OfAccoanU — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  BeDoett,aDd  Mr. 
Darlington. 

OfRevUalawi  t/n^tsAedilKnneae— Mr. Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Hale,  and  Mr.  Whiteside. 

A  communication,  in  writing,  was  received 
tnja  the  Ptwtdeot  at  the  Uaiied  Btatts{  which 
read,  and  cotomitied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  [For  this 
Mesiage,  see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  ante 

%ie  SksDIb  Ud  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  transmittiofi 
the  annual  statement  of  the  receipu  and  expendi- 
lares  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1819; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  od  ibe  table. 

Wbdiibbsat,  November  18. 

Severn)  other  mentors,  to  wit:  tnm  Kew 
Tork,  JoBK  R.  Dbaxb,  Jambs Powtbb, aiVd  Jom 
C.  Spbnobs  ;  from  Virginia,  BoBwrn.!.  BavaBTf ; 
and  from  Tennessee,  WiLLtAH  Q.  Blobht,  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats. 

l>IlEBIDEin"8  HOSSSAQB. 

The  House  resolved  itself  int««  CommiUMof 
th«  Whole,  Hr.  H.  Nblsom  in  the  Okair.  eo  the 
state  W  the  Uwon,  awd  look  mm  BonaMeeateoa 
■ttle  MesEhge  of  the  Pfesidau  of  the  Uaitad  eaMM, 
yesterday  reoelted. 

Mr.  TiTLoa,  of  New  Tovk,  Mwred  suBdfy-fla- 
luiions,  rer-Kference  of  4he  difiefent  parts  «f  the 
Message,  to  the  foUowwg  efi^l : 

1.  That  so  innch  as  relates  to  the  tabjeot  of  fereifn 
aflairsisnd  tothBindspeadeiiMaf  ths  SouA  Amaricia 
Slates,  b*  referred  to  s  sriscl  commiUce. 

3.  That  sa  mach  as  relates  to  militaty  afilrs,  and 
<so  much  as  reUle*  te  the  proceedings  of  the  conita 
mutisl  en  the  tral  of  Aibuthnot  and  Ambdster,  and 
ite  die  muuluct  at  the  wsr  with  the  Seoiinele  Indians, 
be  refomd  to  a  select  connittes. 

3.  ThataennichBBtalateetonieffsv]rand  lo  Hw 
omval  depots,  be  reiened  to  a  eatect  oouasittae. 

4.  That  so  much  as  relalea  to  eessiona  of  terrilaty 
bom  the  Indiana,  be  rebrred  to  the  Comniitlse  of  Foh- 
.he  Lands; 

(.  Tbatso  nuieh'M  rdalss  to  the  citilisattan  of  Ike 
Indian  Iribw,  bs  lelened  M  aaaleotcoinaiiltae. 

ft.  That  so  UMch  saxslstei  to  the  aoiyeet  of  ntsna- 


and  llainibetaras. 

7.  That  «o  nnoh  «•  rslatea  to  Ae  nnlawAil  InlM- 
dnclion  of  elavea  iuW  the  Unitad  Slates,  be  tefsnedlo 
a  nlea  oemmitue. 

8.  That  so  much  as  relales  to  tbeeahjactof  Tevaaae, 
be  relamd  to  the  Coamuttae  of  Waya  and  Means. 

9.  That  ao  nndi  ss  lelates  to  the  District  ef  Colnai- 
iHa,  be  rebired  to  <&»  Committee  fbi  said  DiaUiet. 

10.  Thatthe  asld  committass  have  leaee  to  tefOit 
theieon  b/  bill  or  irthBims& 

These  resoluiiens  were  aevw mil y  agreed  to  wMh- 
ont  opposition  or  remark  \  «ad 
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Hi-  Fonvili,  Mr.  Holmes  Uf.  Bvboar,  of  Tir 

f'nia,  Mr.  Sptoeer,  Mr.  pMvia,  Ur.  Alien,  »{ 
cfmoDl,  ftnd  Mr.  HopkJDMD,  weie  A^poiated  a 
eommitiee  puraaiDi  to  the  6rst  molaiioo. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  KeDluckT,  Mr.  Beed,  Mr.  T. 
-H,  Nelson,  Mr.  flontiDgtOD,  Mr.  Qage,  Mr.  Stew- 
art, of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Peter,  were  ap- 
pointed a  comaitiee  pursuaBt  to  theteepud  refo* 

Mr.'pIewaDto.  Mr.  Siitbee,  Mr.  Parrott,  Mr. 
Spw^er,  Mr.  Sebofler,  Ur.RogerSjabdMr.Bate- 
maa.  were  appoioled  a  committee  puriaaat  to 
llie  i^ird  reaoluiioa. 

Mr.  Soathard,  Mr.  WillianiB,  ^f  New  York, 
Mr.  Hnrrar,  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr. 
^cfaardt,  Mr.  Satler,  of  Kew  Hampshire,  and 
Hr.  Pegnm,  wok  appointed  a  committee  pat- 
•oant  10  the  flfib  retolution. 

(Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Upham,  Hr.  Lawver.  Mr. 
FIofdiHr.  MuEafordi'Mf.LiQColnjaad  Mr.  Lino, 
icere  appointed  a  committee  purauapt  to  the  mt- 
•ath  reaolotion. 
Mr.  Taylok  then  aubnined  four  other  rewlu- 
tiaiit,  to  this  effect: 

-i.  l^aiannntittMbt^poiiilBd  la  cowrtar  and 
raport  od  the  nilrJMt  of  the  orpffltHlioi)  and  diadflive 
of  tlM  nilWa. 

S.  That  a  cOTimittf  ba  ^fgniaiad.oa  Hm  aat|)*Ft  pf 


A.  Tliat  a  eeminittee  ba  ajipaiDtad  on  the  antijact  of 
(be  pnUic  boildiDgi. 

A.  That  a  Gominittae  tw  appoinlad  to  inqniie  whe> 
thar  anj  amendment  thoold  be  oacesaarj  to  Uu  act 
of  the  Iwt  aeMon  granting  penjioni  to  ifeTolntimuy 
anrvtrora. 

Mr.  TaiLDB  remaiked,  on  theae  ruolrei,  that 
it  wobld  ha  aeen  iher  embuoed  ■nbjecia  not  re- 
{mmi  to  IB  the  Pxeaident's  Meaeage ;  bat  he  be- 
Uevad  it  to  be  eotiMlr  cooaiMeat  wilh  parliabien- 
larf  pcaetie^  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  an 
tfa*  atate  of  ihe  Union,  to  preaapt  for  coaaidera- 
tion  aaf  or  all  iba  importaot  aiibjeota  likely  to 
coniebuaiaConcteaailiiriiiglheaeBaion.  Amojig 
(bMW  anbjaeta,  he  thoof  hi,  were  ihoae  embraoed 
iQ  iheaa  rcaolutioa*.  Among  them,  that  of  the 
ocgaaizatioB  and  dlaoijiiuM  of  the  militia  wai 
voquattionablr  ofimmenae  importanae;  ibe  aob- 
jaet  waa,  indeed,  among  the  nnfioiibed  boiineaa 
of  laat  aeaaioo,  bat  be  thought  it  proper  to  niae  a 
commiitee  on  it,  that  aof  propoaiiiona  for  im- 
•coving  or  amutding  the  ajrateaa  might  be  re- 
.WCMd  to  it.  The  aubyeel  of  road*  and  CMala,  too, 
ibOBgb  not  noticed  in  the  Meaaage.waaalao  lying 
orer  from  the  laat  aeecion,  and  it  waa  prouiile 
tbkt  other  propoaitiooa  of  that  character  might  be 
nwde  daiin^  the  aeuion.  The  anbject  of  the 
pntdic  hnildiaga  was  one  whidi  had  excited  aome 
jntarealandaomc  ioquirr  into'the.eanaee  of  the  dia- 
appoitiimeni  of  the  renaonable  eipectaiiooa  en- 
tertained that  thef  would  bate  been  in  a  greater 
atate  of  forwardness  than  thef  are  at  present :  a 
committee  would  proper  If  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  matter.  The  subject  of  Kefolniionary 
MnaioiUi,  alco,  incidentally  noticed  only  in  the 
HeaeRf^  bad  piodoMd  aome  euiiemiBt  in  iha 


miui(ry,«ad  a  diapoaitiDB  prefrailsd  BmoBg  aome 
to  reatriei,  and  among  otb4ra  to  aolarae,  the  p(»- 
risioDi  of  the  law  on  the  uibjecL  This,  thera- 
fore,  appeared  to  him  to  deaerve  the  attention  of 
the  House.  He  thonghl  the  aubjecto  all  of  aufl- 
cientfmomwt  to  jujMify  the  MfMoace  of  ihep  to 
oomcaittees. 

Mr>P>TE>ii,  4f,Coiineoticpt,«bj<<*Ud  tOMtifg 
on  tbeaa  aBbi«cia,,aa  propoaed,  on  tbefiiouod.-lEtft 
they  did  not  flow  from  ine  Message;  and  tbatit 
bad  bean  Bfual.  in  Committaa  of  thC:  Whole  oa 
ihe  atate  of  the  Uihod,  on  the  PreNdeni'a  iim- 
sage,  BOi  to.iatrodBce  any  pigpofitioB  foreign  to 
the  Message,  fie  ih^iught  ««  practice  a  gwd 
one,  and  did  «otwiah  to  depart  from  itwifhont 
strong  reason.  He  therefare  noT«d  (h^t  ,(bMe 
propoaitioas  ije  0(0  the  table- 

Mr.  Ta.Ti.OB  aaid  that,  being  in  Cotomittae  pf 
tbe  Whole  on  ttie:Si>ae  of  the  Unioo,  everyihiiig 
relating  to  the  public  coMerns  Wrs  fully  Mpi* 
Uieqp.  He  did  not  tUok  it  iMpottani  that  hi» 
motion  ahiquld  originate  in  committee,  p^l  ^a 
prote^cd  agaiatt  being  lifniMd,ia  CHniailIee:io[ 
the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Unjoo,  atihongk 
the  Ueaaage  bad  been  nferred  to  it,  (o  ffaM  lynga 
of  anlyeois  ambraeed  im  Aha  t  document. 

Therasolffe  weie.oVtered.iO  lie  pa  the  uUe, 
by  aroteofei  to50. 

The  Cemmitwe  loaa.  and  nported  Iba  rauWea 
ptevioualy  agreed  to,  vluqh  irere  concurred  in  by 
the  Hotua. 

Ur.  TAit.oB  then  mared,  anair,  the  prpppai- 
tiona  last  abore  uated,  which  ib  committee  bpd 
been  ordated  to  lie  on  the  table. 

After  aome  eonreraaiioo  af  to  the  , manner, 
rather  than  the  mailer  of  the  rea«l*ea,  in  whieh 
UMsrs.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  TaTi^B,  Harbisoii, 
and  PoMMzTBR  took  pari,  Ihe  reaolres  ware 
agreed  to. 

%t.  HanisoD,  Mr.  Aleasnder  Smyth,  Mr. 
ftuarka,  Mr.  Mortem,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Savage, 
and  Mr.  Owen,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
aaaat  to  the  first  reaolulion. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  Mr.Storrs,  Mr.  Lewia, 
Ur..$«rgMnt,  Mr.  Porter.  Mr.  Ciafts,  and  Mr. 
Marohand,  were  appolnteo  a  commiltea  pursuant 
to  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  JBassett,  Mr.  Belliager,  Ur.  AdBQs,  Mr. 
Clageti,  Mr.  Folger,  Mr.  Bayley,  and  Hr-  Rice, 
were  a|>po)ated  a  coCRmittee  pBrsuant  to  the  third 
Msoloiion- 

Mr.  filoomfield,  Mr.  Boiwell,  Hr.  Ogle,  Mr. 
Wallace,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  :Herkimar,  and  Mr. 
Waton,ofHu*aohnselts»w«re  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  fourth  resolution. 

A  leaolntion  of  the  Seoale,  for  aTOoiBliag  k 
joint  Library  Committee,  was  takqn  up  and 
agreed  to. 

A  reaolution  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  Cb^plaiil 
to  each  House,  was  also  agreed  10. 

The  House  than  proceeded  to  ballot  Cor  a 
Chaplain  on  its  part.  Rev.  Burgesa  Allison  waa 
nominated  by  Ur.  BMOHnBl>D|aBd  Dr.  WiliiBm 
Rogers  by  Mr.  SiaaBABT.  The  rotea  being 
counted  out,  were  found  lo  b^-foc  Rar.  Bnigcaa 
Alliaon.  72,  Di.  Wm.  Bogera  6S. 
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8a  Hr.  Allison  wm  chotea  ChapluD  on  tfae 
put  of  the  Houm  of  RepresetilXiTea. 

TnoRaDAT,  November  19. 

Three  othei  membera,  to  wit :  from  Massaehu- 
Mtu,  JsRBHiAH  Nblboh;  from  PeBoarlfaniB, 
WiLLiAH  Maolat;  and, from  EeDiackr,  Rioa- 
»D  C.  ANDiBSon,  jr.,  appeared  aod  look  their 
aeaia. 

The  Spsaebb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  tfaeOoveroorofthe  Stale  of  PeBBaylrania, 
enclosing  the  credeotiali  of  Saudbl  Moohb,  as  a 
tnember  of  thi«  House,  in  the  room  of  Samuel 
D.  Ingham,  resiicned  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
'  Commiiiee  of  EUeciioBi. 

The  Spbaebb  laid  before  the  Home  a  letter 
from  the  Seeretarr  of  War,  tiantmiiiing  a  report 
.  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Uniied  Statei, 
their  grade,  where  itaiioned,  the  number  on  duty, 
'  and  inoie  on  furlough,  wiib  the  period  of  for- 
loaghj  made  in  obedieace  to  ihe  rewlution  of 
tbU  Honse  of  the  20lh  of  April  laat ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  od  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Babsbtt  be  eieuaed  from 
•erTingonlbe  Committee  on  the  Publie  Build- 
ing and  that  Mr.  Babboor,  of  Virginia,  be  ap- 
poinled  of  that  committee  in  his  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ibviho,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Naial  A&irs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedieDcy  of  extending  for 
the  further  term  of  Are  years  ihe  pensions  here- 
tofore granted  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
officers,  sailors,  and  marines,  who  were  killed  on 
Inard  the  armed  ships  of  the  United  Suites  dur< 
ing  the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johksom,  of  Kentucky,  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  10  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan a  Delegate  in  Congress ;  and  Messrs.  John- 
son, of  Eentneky,  Bebchbb,  and  PATTBBBOit, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 

to  which  is  committed  Ihe  fottrih  resolution  lab- 

'  milled  at  the  Isst  session,  (December  9, 1817J  fay 

Mr.  JoBKBOH,  of  Kentucky,  be  discha^d  trom 

the  further  considerilion  thereof  and  that  it  be 

'  referred  lo  the  Committee  an  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawteb,  ibe  Committee  of 

Commerce  and  Mannfaeinres  were  instructed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 

for  staking  the  channel  of  Currituck  sound,  from 

'  ibe  inlet  to  Powell's  Point. 

On  tnoiion  of  Mr.  Jobnsou,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  iosirocied 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establisbing  one 
or  more  additionsi  miliiary  academies.  "^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobrbok,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
fncreasing  the  salary  of  the  Asiistant  Postmasier 
Oeneral. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Job  to,  Ihe  Commiitee  on 
UililBry  Affairs  were  iaslroeted  lo  inquire  into 
-  the  expediency  of  providiBg  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost  or  detlroyed  by  ihe  enemy ; 


and  for  horses  lost  for  want  of  forage,  during  the 
late  war  between  the  United  States  aod  the  Se- 
minole nation  of  Indiaoa. 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  McLean,  RepreseDiaiire  from  tha  new 
Slate  of  Illinois,  being  in  alteodanee — 

The  Spbakeb  slated  to  the  House  a  diffictilty 
which  he  felt  in  deciding  apon  the  propriety  of 
administering  the  oaih  to  him,  in  consequence  of 
Congress  not  having  coocladed  ihe  act  of  admis- 
sion of  the  Slate  into  the  Union.  Uoder  ibii 
difficulty,  be  submilied  tbe  question  to  the  de- 
cision of  [be  House. 

Mr. PoiNnszTBR, of  MississipDi,said  he  tbonght 
it  incumbent  on  ihe  House,  before  admitting  the 
R«presentBliTe  to  a  seat,  to  examine  the  consti- 
luiion  just  laid  before  it,  to  see,  first,  wbelber  the 
reqaisilions  of  the  act  of  last  session  were  eou> 
plied  wiih ;  and,  secondly,  whether  the  form  of 
gorernmeot  established  was  repablicao,  which 
ibe  Uniied  Staiei  were  bound  to  guaranty.  He 
illustrated  the  irregularity  of  a  different  proce- 
dure, by  putting  the  ease  that  the  member  was 
admiited  to  a  seal,  aLowed  lo  role  on  important 
(|Beslions,  and  tbe  constiiaiion  nibseqnentljr  re- 
Mr.  Habbiboh,  of  Ohio,  wished  a  difleront 
course  to  be  pursued,  and  one  for  which  he  addn* 
ced  precedent,  in  the  case  of  the  Representatin 
from  one  of  the  States  lately  admitted.  T^e 
Hotise  had  taken  for  granted  toe  fact  of  a  com- 
pliance with  the  law,  and  of  the  republican  form 
of  government  established,  and  had  admitted  the 
member  without  question  to   his  seat.    In   the 

S reseat  case,  Mr.  H.  was  onwitling  to  depart  ' 
:om  the  precedent,  for  mere  form's  sake. 

Mr.  PiTKiH,  of  Connecticut,  said  ihat  thiavat 
a  question  which,  he  believed,  had  never  befote 
been  presented  to  the  Honse.  He  thonght,  for 
himself,  that,  before  admitting  a  Repreaeatative 
to  a  seatj  the  question,  n^hetber  Ihe  people  who 
elected  him  were  a  State,  ought  to^e  decided. 
To  [he  decision  of  this  qneitioB,  several  ihinga 
were  necessary :  for  instance,  the  law  of  laat  ao- 
sion  required  that  (be  Territory  in  question  abonld 
have  had  a  certain  populalton,  to  justify  its  form- 
ing a  constitution  aad  State  government.  Tku 
fact  ought  lo  be  officially  established,  &e.  and  the 
resolution  of  admission  paaaed,  before  a  Repre- 
seniative  took  bis  seat 

The  qaestioD  having  been  put,  it  was  decided 
apparenjly  by  a  large  majority  that  the  Spbaub 
shoald  not  at  this  time  administer  the  oath  of 
office     ' 

Ordertd,  That  Ihe  constitntiooof  the  Slate  of 
Illioais  be  referred  to  a  select  commiitee ;  soil 
Messrs.  Ardbbbom,  of  Keniocky,  PoiBDBxrrBB, 
and  Hbhobiokb,  were  appoiated  tbe  aaid  com- 
mittee. 


Fbidat,  November  SO. 

The  Speakbb  presented  a  memorial  and  poti- 

lion  of  Hatibew  Lyoa,  formerly  a  member  of 

the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of 
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atatt  <^  lUinou. 


H.orR.' 


TermoDt,  detailing  the  cireumtUnecs  allending 
bis  prosecution  for  sediiioo,  in  (he  year  1798,  and 
complain  inft  of  the  uDcontliiaiioaBlitjr  of  the  act 
nodei  which  be  was  prowcuted,  at  illegality  in 
the.  proceedings  of  tli«  court,  and  of  the  fine 
which  he  wai  eotnpelled  to  pay,  and  the  impriaon- 
meni  he  mffered ;  and  alto  setting  forth  ihe  ini- 
qalEy  of  the  motives  which  prompted  the  said 
prosecuiioa  ;  «Dd  praying  that  the  amount  of  the 
Mid  fine,  with  the  inlereil  thereon,  may  be  griDt- 
ed  to  him,  together  with  snch  som  m  Congreu 
may  think  a  Jast  iDdemnity  for  his  being  dragged 
from  hfi  home,  his  family,  friends,  and  business, 
and  ihrowQ  into  a  loathsome  dungeon,  where  be 
■offered  erery  species  of  bardship  sod  indignity, 
which  the  most  peisecating  spirit  could  derise, 
for  four  moDths. 

Hr.  WiLLtAMa,  of  North  Carolina,  mored  to 
Mfei  the  petition  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Hr.  £dwardb^  of  North  Carolioa,  thought, 
Ikat,  as  ihia  petition  embraced  a  claim,  it  wodM 
be  proper  to  let  it  take  the  course  of  all  other 
claims,  by  referring  itto  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  tboogh  it  was  a  claim,  it 
was  a  claim  arising  from  the  operalioo  of  a  law 
of  the  country  supposed  by  the  petitioner  to  be 
anconslituiioosl.  Who  could  so  well  determine 
ft  question  with  re^td  lo  Ihe  constitutionality 
ot  unconstitutionality  of  a  law,  as  the  Judiciary 
Commitlee?  Such  cases  had  been  usually  re- 
ferred 10  that  committee)  and  erenai  the  last 
•ciaion  that  commiitM  had  been  directed  to  in- 
quire into  a  fraod,  said  to  bare  Iteen  committed 
in  one  of  the  eoutta  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SpiHons,  of  New  York,  the 
petition  was  read  through,  and  was  then  referred 
CO  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Williahb,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
inatrocted  to  Inquire  into  the  cxpedieocy  of  abol- 
iibiog  the  duty  on  salt  imported  into  the  United 
Slates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  (he  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  ISth  of 
January,  181S,  reeommeodiag  the  confirmation 
of  certain  grants  or  reierntions  of  lands,  made 
if  the  friendly  Creek  Indiana  (o  Major  QeDeral 
Andrew  Jackson,  Be»aaf  in  Hawkins,  and  others, 
was  refened  to  the  ComiDittee  on  Ptiratc  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pouidexter,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  inslrneted  lo  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  emigration 
nnd  settlement  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians, 
on  the  land  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  nniil  they  shall  have  acquired 
that  right  by  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
founded  on  a  cession  of  lands  inhabited  by  said 
tribe  of  Indians,  east  of  the  river  Mississippi. 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  AMDBnaoN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  aelect 

eommiltee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  constitt 

tion  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  reported  ■  resolution, 

declaring  the  ndmiMion  of  the  State  of  Illinois 


into  the  UnioOrPn  an  equal  fooling  with  the  Mi- 
ginal  Stales.  .„  ' 

The  resolution  Was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. — Mr.  AMDBBaon  proposed  ihst  it  should  1» 

Srossed  for  a  third  reading, 
[r.  Spedceb,  of  New  York,  inquired  whether 
it  appeared,  from  any  documents  transmitted  to 
Congress,  thai  the  Stale  had  the  number  of  in- 
habitants  required  by  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
~~a  preliminary  to  its  formation  of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  Andebson  said,  that  tbe  committee  bad 

>  informatiDo  on  that  subject  before  them,  be- 
yond what  was  contained  in  the  preamble  lo  the' 

~  tilution,  which  states,  that  the  requisitions  of 
act  of  Congress  bad  been  complied  with, 
and  that  the  convention  had  therefore  proceeded 
to  the  formation  of  a  constitution.  Mr.  A.  said, 
the  committee  bad  considered  that  evidence  suf- 
ficient ;  and  he  had,  in  addition,  himself  seen,  ia 
the  newspapen,  evidence  sufficient  to  satisfy  him 
of  tbe  fact,  that  the  population  did  amount  to 
foriv  iliousand  souls,  the  number  required. 

The  resolve  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  readiog. 

The  House  adjourned  lo  Monday. 

MonnAT,  November  33. 

Several  other  members  to  wit:  from  New 
York.  Dakiel  Cbhobb,  Pbtbb  H.  Wbhdotbb, 
and  Caleb  Tompkins;  from  South  Carolina, 
James  Bktih,  Elias  Eablb,  ud  Elobbd  Sim- 
KiNa ;  appeared  and  took  their  aeaic 

Mr.  HnoH  NEL,aoH  presented  a  memorial  of 
William  Lambert,  accompanied  with  abstracta 
of  astronomical  calculaiioos,  to  ascertain  the  Ion* 
giinde  of  the  Capitol  in  this  city,  from  the  obcer- 
valory  of  Oreenwicb  in  England,  aolieiling  th* 
adoption  of  measures  anthorizing  addtlioBal  ob- 
servations to  be  made  to  i««i  the  accuracy  of  iha 
result  already  obtained ;  which  was  referred  to  n 
■elect  committee;  and  Messrs.  Huoa  NaLaoM, 
FoLOBR,  Setiebt,  CnAwronn,  and  Batbmaii, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.JoHKaoH.orKentncky,  presented  a  peiiiioQ 
of  William  Jackson,  solicitor  on  behalf  of  the 
surviving  officere  of  tbe  Revolutionary  army  of 
the  United  Stales,  praying  that  an  act  may  ba 
Muted  direpiin^  tbe  acconnting  officen  of  the 
Treasury  to  adjust  the  claim  ol  each  surviving 
officer  of  the  said  army,  who.  by  the  resolves  <? 
Congress,  was  entitled  to  hal/pay  for  life,  calcn- 
laiiog  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  arrear- 
ages, from  the  time  of  his  reduction,  and  deducC- 
iog  therefrom  five  years  full  pay  ;  and.tbebalancn 
of  arrearages  being  thus  ascertained,  to  issue  t 
ceiliGcate,  bearing  interest,  lo  ihe  officer  for  th* 
amount  of  said  balance  j  and  the  officer  to  ht 
thenceforth  entitled  to  receive  half  pay,  in  half 
yearly  Myments.  for,  and  dniing  the  time  of  hit 
natural  life,  wbicn  petition  was  referrad  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs,  Jobhsor,  of  Kentucky, 
SiHKitia,  Mbrobb,  HoFtUNSon,  and  SpBitOBt, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

OnmotionofMr.  F.P.BABBOtrB,ofTirginia,lie 
was  excnaed  from  serving  on  the  Committee  of 


areroitY  os-  conguebs. 


900 


H.  ofR: 


Dittrict  of  CoUtmbla-'Amut  Trtaturf  Report  Worawmt,  1819: 


PttWic  Bniltfiiw*,  on  the  gfodnd  thai  he-wis  tin- 
acqnaiDied  with  Brchiteclare,  eiilwr  In  ihedry  or 
Mctice,  >nd  that  be  had  at  tlie  laal  lemoa  voted 
anJaBt  ibre  apprapriatisn  eren  for  the  commence- 
nient  of  some  of  tboU  baildiosi ;  and  aootliet 
member  [Mr.  AnBrral  was  appointed  in  isii  place. 

On  mtrtion  of  Mr.  HibrigOH,  a  committee  was 
appoinied  lo  inqalre  into  the  expeflieney  of  an- 
iboiiziag  the  emplonnent  of  a  number  of  clerka 
(not  exceediDg  twelve)  in  the  Department  of 
War,  and  Menra.  Sishiboh,  PEQHA«,«Dd  CoM- 
STOOK,  were  npolaied  the  aaid  comtnitiee. 

Od  motion  ofMr.  BALnwiH,  tbe  Committee  on 
Ae  Jndlciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  proriBioB,  b^  law,  to  pre- 
Tcnt  the  discooti nuance  of  suits  m  the  district 
eonrc  of  the  United  Stales  fcrr  the  weRiern  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  on  acconoior  said  court 
sot  having  been  holden  on  the  daf  prescribed  by 
hv,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  SpeaeAb  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  traosmittinp 
nndry  docamenta  sliDWinir  the  stRie  and  condi- 
tion of  the  Narj  Pension  Fund,  the  sources  from 
wbenee  it  arises,  its  amodQt,  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  collected,  the  sums  received  yeitly  from  each 
State,  since  the  20th  Jane,  lS13i  exhibited  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  ibis  Home,  of  the 
8lb  ef  April  Int ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
GiMniyitiee  on  Naval  AOairs. 

The  Steaebr  comrauifieated  to-  the  Honse  a 
IgUtt  addrcesed  to  him  by  Jodit  FoSBTtB,  eon- 
taiains  a  notice  of  the  retignatioa  of  his  seat  in 
thia  I&uie,  as  one  of  the  membets  filf  the  State 
of  Ckargia. 

SIStBICt  OP  GOLDHBIA. 

The  SnAMB  alw  laid  bBfore  the  House  a  let- 
tdr  fi«m  Witlian  Cratiek.  Chief  JosHce  of  the 
eirenit  emn  of  ih*  UnitM  Stuin,  for  the  Dti- 
ttiot  of  ColnmUa,  transttitiiBg  a  eo^  of  inriB' 
fn4m»  ftr  ihe  said  dtstrtnt,  prepared  (by/bim) 
rader  the  aathoriiy  of  the  a^t  of  the  SStti  of 
April,   1816,  entitled   "A6  aet   euthorielng  the 


net  have  been  hwtOj  done ;  fbr,  aHhongb  the  IKstrieC 
]■  nnill,  jtot  almo*!  every  ease  reqniring  the  iiitBipcMd> 
tion  of  Uw,  whieb  can  itiM  in  the  largal  ntlioii,  may- 
■M  ID  ihk  DtMriet,  and  oo^t  to  be  prodded  far. 
In  preparing  a  sabstitnte  for  Oe  ealstiax  MatM* 
law,  tt  wee  MAMiy,  if  pMiU*  to  aaoartaia  tAal  *■» 
IT  wae.    Tbh  was  not  an  msj  fat. 
By  Uw  aet  of  Congn^  of  Dm  «TA  «f  T^antajt 
«l,  the  hereof  Viri^idBi  a*  the*  fbea  existed,  w«m 
reiMiB  inferoeinthat  partof  IbeDistriot  wUA 
uoaded  by  VirsUdat  and  the  lam  of  Hwriand  ik 
that  part  wbiali  wee  ccdMl  by  Maryland.    The  lawe 
thos  adopled,  coD«i*ted  of  ■■>  much  of  the  ooanHon  hw* 
of  England  a*  <raa  appllcabie  lo  the  litoation  of  flue 
coantrr ;  of  the  bills  of  ngfata,  constitutioD,  and  statalaa 
of  Virginia  and  Marjlapd,  modified  by  the  Consffia- 
tiOD  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and,  also,  (in  re- 
gard to  that  part  of  the  Diattict  which  was  ceded  bf 
Aa  atate  of  HarylaBd,)  of  saEb  of  Um  Bagiieh  ■talHaa 
a*  existed  at  the  tine  of  tke  Otat  endgiatien  to  Haiy- 
iMdi  •'aadwhldi,byenMrt*n«e,hBdbeaailKindap> 
pUe^  te  Iheir  loeal  and  other  ditaiiwtaneeis,  an«  tt 
■nch  otben  aa  had  been  liiWe  made  in  En^amd  ac' 
Great  Btitvn,  and  had  been  inbedaoed,  nwd,  and 
practised  by  the  ourla  of  law  or  eqnity"  of  tbe*  State. 
To  taeeitain,  tharefbre,  what  was  the  eiUting  statttla 
law,  it  was  uecessaly  to  know  What  atatntes  of  En#- 
laud,  enacted  before  the  first  anigration  lo  Maiyland, 
had  by  experience  been  found  applicable  to  th4  local 
and  other  drcnmatancei  of  the  oovntty,  and  wbat 
'  '  -  '    '    Eagland  or  Great  Britain,  baf 


Jtitit 


of  the  cireait  oonrt,  a«d  (h*  Altorhey  for 
riet  of  Columbia,  to  pretnre  aeode  ' 
loDoe  for  thetaldDUtrici,"  which  was 


jA  to  a  select  eouiraltiee ;  and  Messrs.  Hns' 

BiKf,  CvLMnTB,  Oaamrr,  W1L1.11118,  of  Con- 
BMtiiMil,  and  Adabb,  were  appointed  the  BRid 
Mmmitiee.    The  letter  is  as  foUows: 

NovaxianS,  1BI8. 

8n :  The  undersigned,  one  of  the  Jndgee  of  the  <it- 
enit  Gonit  fbr  the  Distria  of  Columbis,  has  the  honor 
to  present,  for  the  consideration  of  Congreas,  a  Code 
•f  Jurispnideaes  for  diat  Dlatriot,  pfepared  nnder  the 
antborityofftaaet  oflhelMhof  ApiU,  IS  16,  entitled 
"Jm  act  anlhoriiing  tiie  Judges  of  (he  drcuit  conrt,  and 
Ae  Attorney  for  the  Dielriet  of  Colninbia,  to  prepsii 
ai  Code  of  Jnrispral(0«e  for  tlM  said  District.'' 

b  is  to  be  regretted,  that  tbe  edgagemrate  of  Ou 
mthauB  hitended  by  tiut  act  M  have  been  aasodatad 
with  hun  in  tbe  bmneaa,  have  depiived  tbe  pnblie  of 
the  benefit  ef  thnr  labor*.  Thia  droMBsCanoe  will  bi 
part  aeooont  for  tbe  lateness  of  the  feriod  at  which  the 
lepoit  ia  made.    It  is,  however,  a  week  mUA  oonU  |     The  at* 


idbeenaxyreaatyni  uuaeHJ 


Uw  ar  eqiritr  in  thi 
Eagland  at  Great  Britain  hi 
by  the  Stale  efTirgtate. 

To  obtain  Ua  kaewlodge  with  m  anieh  e«Mteir 
as  the  nalKra  of  the  oaae  wooU  ptmit,  it  wae  neOaa- 
saiy  to  examine  minutely  the  EaglMh  and  British 
sUtntes,  and  eomnaie  them  with  the  atBt<ilee.eiM*t«i; 
I7  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

From  these  three  lyiUms  of  itatotes,  to  select  an^ 
as  were  mart  imporUnt  and  best  adapted  to  the  oir- 
ctunstsncea  of  the  Dlitrict ;  to  sopply  anch  deteda  *• 
were  discovered,  dd  to  combine  the  whole  into  ona 
code — required  mora  deliberation,  and  occupied  m^e 
tl»e,  then  vraa  antidpMBd. 

Tbea*  eireamttancei  mvat  aeeOnnt  forthe  apparant 
delay  in  maUtig  tbe  preeent  report,  wMeh  is  even  now 


Wldt  high  eensideratia*,  the  nadersitfited  hat  tlw 
boMT  to  be,  sii,  year  ebediaat  eetrant, 

W.  OBAHCH. 
Hon.  Hsaar  Clav, 

Sptuker  Bou*t  qf  Btprfeewintirea. 


ANNUAL  TREASORT  REPOBT. 

The  SpeaeeK  laid  before  the  House  « letut 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  annual  report  upon  the  atate  of  thefinoeaa; 
which  Was  ordered  to  He  on  the  uble.  The  !•• 
pen  isaa  follows: 

TaiAsvax  DMAxmiaxx,  Son.  SI,  I81& 

In  obedience  to  the  directioDs  of  the  "Act  anpple- 
mentaiy  to  the  Aet  to  ealabliah  the  Treaaury  Depart- 
ment," the  SecreUryef  the  Treasury  rai^ealfollyMb- 
mite  the  following  report  and  estimates. 


B  arising  tram  dntiee  upon  imports 


aw 


BISXOBT  OF  OOffOBUSa 


AMmal  TVtMMry  Rtfrnt. 


poiUga,  uid  inoiteiUl  Tecaipli^  donnc  Ijia  ynr  18tS, 
unonntMl  to  936,743,S74,  07,  Ti*: 

Ontomi tS7^&,7<&  71 

lateral]  dntiaa         ....       4^9,133  U 

DImst  tax 3,786,843  SO 

PobUc  itasU,  «xdti^«  of  HiMiMipni 

■hx^ 1,7H,487,  SS 

Rt(t*f«  rad  inddenUl  neuftt       -         iaiJfiW  69 


<3B,748.B74  07 


And  (hat  whidi  tetnti  fcmo  Um 

Mina  MORoa  dorfaig  iba  7«a< )  BIT, 

•laoiiiitcd  (o  «iM^,»3  W,  Til : 
Owtoiiu  (we  itatamant  A.)     -       -  ^IfiilfiiO  BO 
blt«rn»l  datiaa  and  dinpt  Us  (•»» 

■lattiMUtB)        -        .        .        .       4,ftlSJ87  SI 
PabHe  luidi    udoii*a  of   )(i«iu»> 

'  ^  alack  (iM  ■taMmaot  C)       •      S,01fi,>77  00 


FoaUteai 


It  t«  Mcertuned  that  Ibe  gnta  Bmoiist  of  dntiea  oa 
manhandtaa  and  tonDif*,  which  have  tccned  iaaof 
(he  three   Ant  qaaitaia  of  tha  praMiot  fear  azcead* 

£L,000,MO,  and  that  Uieaalei  of  the  public  laDda,daiiiu 
aame  pniod,  fmtlj  neetd,  both  in  qDutiQr  u4 
nine,  thoaa  itf  the  eorrevondios  qnatter  of  laal  mr> 
The  ptyaenU  iato  the  Tmuaiy  daring  Ihe  ibra* 
irrt  qaarten  of  the  vea^  ve  Minwled  Ut  aiiMiuit  ta 
«17,te7,80S»,  Tii: 
Cuftomc  .... 
kteraal  ranaaa  and  direct  lu 
Public  luidt,  eidiiMTe  af  Kuthmj/fi 


1,870,781  SO 
tMjm  00 
4^438  1« 
3»^7D8  H 


•17.ie7,B6»  af 


bttarnt  upon  bank  diridend*  - 
Poetage  «jid  incidental  T«ceip(a 
Keiw-jmenta  into  tha  Tmuorj 

Aod  Ih*  peTmenta  into  the  TraaMuj 
duing  (he  fitoith  qoartei  of  the 
jear,  from  the  aamo  aoarcea,  are 
eatiDMted  at        -       -       •       • 


MaUng  the  (ottl  amonnt  eatinated, 

to  h«  leeeiTod  into  the  TreaiaiT 

dving  die  year  1818   -  .     n,UT,SS3  30 

Witdi,  added  to  tha  balance  ht  the 

TreaifUT  on  the  lit  da;  of  lann- 

tj  bat,  exehiaiTe  of  98,800,873  10 

in  Treaau7  oolea,  anonnting  to        0,179,B8S  88 


jear  IBIS,  ia  eatimated  aa  followa. 
To  Ibe  SOth  Septenbei  the  paT< 
menu  (BidoiiTeof  99,148,337  JP 
of  Tteaanry  notes,  which  had  been 
drawn  from  the  Treaaaiy  and  can- 
celled) have  ajnoonted  to  *  lS,7eO,- 
8S7  06, tie: 

Ci*ilj  diplomatic,  and   mlaoellaneoaa 
eipenaaa  93,SS9,B0e  38 

Uililaij  aarrica,  Inelo- 
ding  anOBTage        -    ft,830,S68  08 

Naial  aetriee,  indo- 
ding  (hep< 


Anonnt  bro«g|tf  lanrard       •  | 

appropriation  for  (ha 
.   nadoal  increaaa  of 

Uie  Nav7  .  .  3,»S8,MW  00 
Public  debt,  eidnaiie 

ofthe«9,148;>3T40 

of  Trea*n>7  aolea, 

shich    have    been 

dnfttn  onl  of  the 

Tteaauiy,  and  caDi 

cdled    -  -   6,4e7>S0T  0* 

DoTiog  tha  4th  qnartei 

it  ia  eatimated  that' 

the   ftjmeaU  will 

amenntto  90^76^ 

000,  Tix: 
Civil,  di^omatic,  miar 

cellaneona  ezpeuata  030,000  00 
MiUtaiT  aarrica  -  1,179,000  00 
NaTal  aarrice  •  •  C7G>,00D  00 
Public  ^bt   to  lat  of 

Jannaiy,  1810       •   7,S0&/>00  OO 


Maki>|lb*anngiUeanu)Qntof     •    93fl,X3&;)i37  PS 


y«,l  18.406  W 


mij,  eatimaled  at 

Of  tit  PaiUe  DOt. 
The  Pnblie  Debt,  whidi  waa  contracted  bafrra  fto 

year  IBI3,  and  whidi  waa  nnradeemod  on  tlw  lat 

day  of  October,  1817,  ai  appeara  by  itatNaant  (1,) 

amounted  to        ...        .    IWl.SSKiTn  >9 
By  the  aame  atatement  i(  appear* 

that  the  funded  debt  conbaeted 

anbeeqnent  to  the  lit  da;  of  Jano- 

ary,  1613^  amonntad  to                .      K/Plfi9i  14 
Uahing  (ogodiar  Ihn   aggravate  

amonnl  of  ....   (so,007,7Sl  48 

WUch  awn  agreea  with  (he  lUto' 

ment  of  the  nntadaemed  ainenn^ 
.     on  the  lat  day  «f  OaloWe,  1817, 

aa  par  laat  report,  exceptuf  the 

wm.  of  «4,m  SB  OTei  oitimatad, 

and  which  baa  now  been  eoii^a^ 

by  actnal  aetilement. 
Oa  the  lat  day  of  Jannaty,  there  waa 

added  to  the  amonnt,  loi  Treaaiiry 

notea  broaght  into  the  Treainry 

and  cancelled,  and  tn  iriddi  the 

following  itoek  waa  ianed,  Tii : 
In  aiz  per  cent,  ileek   •  t34,4t3  M 
Inaarenpercentaleek-    99,418  00 


From  which  deduct  aeran  per  oeut 
atock,  pnrcbaaad  in  the  Ibnrth 
qnatter  of  iei7  -  881,084  00 

Am  aiao  the  reimbnrae* 
mant  of  AA  aix  pet 
canL  and  defared, 
itack,    between    lit 


Making  the  public  debt  which  waa  - 

unredeemed  on  (be  lat  of  January, 
181S,peTitatemei)t<3)amoatttta-  $99,107,84«  Ofi 
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^ 


H.  OP  R. 


Anmtal  TVmfNry  Rtporl. 


NOTBMBGH,  1818. 


From  tlM  lit  Juniaiy  to  SOdi  Bap- 
tombtr,  181S,  inciuiira,  there  wu, 
bj  fDoding  T ivuarj  aolei  Bad  8 
per  cenL  itock,  ($30.08)  iuned, 
added  to  the  public  debt,  u  ap 
pean     by     >tatci>ieat     (9,)     the 


From  which  deduct  ihi  unoant  of 
■lock  pordiaMd  and  le^med 
doring  that  period  pai  itata- 
maDt  (4)  -       .        ■  410^93  87 

And  aW  th«  Mdntted 
■mooDt  of  Un  final 
isimbunamaDt  of  the 
old  6  p«r  cent,  atock  •  709,313  03 

And  lbs  eatUnatid  re- 
imbnrannant  of  tbo 
dafwrad  aix  per  cent 
Block        -       •       -  330,401  76 


deauad,  or  pro*iilM) 
Biada  lot  tlie  radanp- 
tion  of  a  moiely  of  tfie 
Loqiaiana  atock,  on- 


And  there  trill  be  rrin- 
baraed,  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  deferred  aix 


llliere  will  remem  nnradeenied,  bj 
eatimata,  on  the  fiiat  daj  of  Jang- 
HT,  1810,  the  fiuB  of  •       ■       -    i 

Bj  itatemant  (S)  Iha  Treatniy  note* 
which  aro  jet  in  circulation,  are 


B;  atatement  (S)  it  appeaia  that  the 
wbola  of  the  awarda  made  by  Ihe 
«omnuaaionara  a{ipouiIed  nnder  tlie 
for  iudemni^inf  cec- 
"*■  of   public  landa. 


Af  which  nun  there  haa  been  reedved 
at  the  office  of  the  Comoiia^Hier 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  ai  ap- 
peaia  bj  atalament  C,  the  earn  of 


Laannj  ontatandinB,  at  Ihe  dita  of 
tha  *«T(tal  retoma  fhim  the  Und 
diitricta,  the  anm  of    •       .       . 


It  ia  proper  to  obnerre,  boweTer,  that 
"ware  made  in  the  Alabama  Terrilcij,  i 
September,  October,  and  Norember,  c 
tnraa  have  yet  been  received. 


•iteiuiTe  aalei 
I  the  monlha  of 
whidi  no 


Of  Ike  Eitinudtt  of  the  PubKe  Settitue  md  Jfinwn- 
diiwe*  for  the  yem- 1819. 

In  the  aDQnal  report  of  the  itale  of  the  Treaautj, 
of  the  Sth  of  December,  1817,  the  permanent  rereDua 
WM  eitimated  at  $34,636^000  per  aanum;  and  the 
annual  expenditure,  according  to  the  then  eiiatinr 
tawa,  was  itated  at  $31,946,361  74.  Bj  tho  acta  of 
the  liat  aeaiian  of  Congieaa,  the  inUmal  dntiea,  e«li. 
mated  at  $3,600,000  per  annum,  were  repeated,  nhilat 
the  Mpendituie  waa  augmented  toneart;  tl3£,OO0,000i 
and  tnat  of  the  enming  year  i*  ettimated  at  not  laH 
than  $34,616,319  76. 

The  apparent  deflcil  produced  by  theae  acta,  and  by 
the  application  of  more  than  $3,600,000  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interiat  and  redemption  of  the  ptincijwl 
of  the  public  debt,  beyond  the  annual  appropriation  ot 
$10,000,000  for  that  object,  hai  been  supplied  by  tha 
receipts  into  the  Treaniry  on  acconnt  of  the  arreaiaja 
of  the  direct  lax  and  internal  dutiea,  and  by  the  bal- 
anc*  of  more  than  $6,000,000,  which  waa  in  the  Treat- 
niTon  the  Gret  day  of  Januaty,  ISIS. 

Tbeae  temporary  tonrcea  of  rapply  being  nearly 
exhausted,  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1819  mnat 
principally  depend  opon  the  receipts  into  the  Treaaury 
from  the  permanent  rcTenue  during  that  year,  Ai  waa 
anticipated  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  reaction  pro- 
duced by  Ihe  eiceaaiTe  importfttiona  of  foreign  mer- 
chandiae,  during  the  yiars  lB16and  1816,  ac^uiredita 
greatest  force  in  the  year  1817. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  revenue  which  shall  accru 
dnring  the  present  year  from  imports  and  tonnage, 
nay  be  conaidered  aa  the  avnage  amount  which  will 
be  annually  receiTed  from  that  source  of  the  leTenne. 

It  ia  ascertained  Ibat  the  bonds  taken  for  aecurinc 
duties  which  were  ontstanding  on  tbe  30th  day  of  Sept 
tambar  last  exceeded  $28,000,000,  and  the  receipts 
Into  the  Treaaury  from  that  source  of  roTcnue  during 
tbe  year  1619  are  eatimated  at     -       $31,000,000  00 

PnUic  Landa 1,600,000  00 

Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Dud^ea  -  760,000  00 

Bank  Dividends  at  six  per  cent  -  420,000  00 


Amoanting  together  to        •         $3 

Which,  added  to  balance  in  tha  Treaa- 

nry  on  theflratdayof  Jannary,161B,  . 


Hakea  the  aggregate  amount  of    $36,333,408  6B 

The  probable  authoriied  demanda  on  the  Tnaann- 
daring  the  year  I81S  are  estimated  to  amount  to  tha 
anm  of  $S4,&I£,3I9  76,  vU: 
Cifil,  Diplomatic,   and   Miicellaneona 

...?'P"'^ $1,610,838  St 

Military  Department,  including  the  In-         ' 

dian  Department,  permanent  Indian 

annuities,  uiliUry  and  Bevolutlonaty 

penaiona,  and  arming  tha  miUtia       •    8,663,353  SI 
Navy  Department,  indnding  one  mil- 
lion doUara  for  the  gradual  increase 

of  tbe  narj 3,802,488  « 

Public  Boildinga,  and  for  discharging 

the  demands  of  the  contractors  for 

making  the  Cumberland  road  -        -       336,644  00 
Pnblio  Debt 10,000,000  00 
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H-ovR. 


Pot  bnildiiig;  ciufawIioaiM  uid  inblic 
wanhonsM  at  Naw  Orkani  tod  other 
porta 


100,000  00 


ToUlofeatimatoddamaluIa  •        «M,61G,S10  76 
Wbkh  beiof  daduclcd  froin  the  amonot 
ffftjiMiiultoheTwieiTed  into  the  TreM- 
tnT,  indniliDg  the  balance  on  the  Gnt 
da;  of  Jannaiy,  1819 


.  36,S33,40S  69 


Leaiet  a  balance  in  the  TMaKuj  on 
the  first  daj  of  Janneiy,  IBM.  of       $1.717,198  83 

In  pTwantiof  tUa  eatimale  of  noeipla  tor  the  <r«ei 
I8i»,  It  ia  newwarj  to  premlae  that  the  «nm  u  be  to- 
cMved  fiom  the  coatonu  ia  leaa  than  nhat,  from  the 
amoont  of  the  ooUtaudini  bonda,  wonid  andar  oidi- 
naiT  cireuffliteJicea  be  TsceiTad.  The  amount  of  the 
aalee  of  poblic  landa  during  the  laat  jear,  and  the  mm 
doe  at  thia  time  by  the  pnrehaaen,  iroDld  jaatiff  a 
ranch  higher  eatimate  of  the  reeeipta  froin  thai  im- 
portant branch  of  reTenue,  if  tho  moct  aerioaa  diS- 
cqUt  in  making  pajmeota  waa  not  koown  to  eiiat. 
The  exceMiTe  iaaoea  of  the  benka  daring  the  anapeo- 
rioB  of  ipeda  pajmenta,  and  the  great  eiportatkiii  of 
the  preciooa  natal*  to  the  Eaat  Indiea  during  the  prea- 
ant  year,  hare  prodaced  a  preaanre  upon  them  which 
haa  iwdered  it  neceaeary  to  c«ntt»et  Ibeti  diacounla 
fin  the  pnrpoae  of  withdraning  from  oirculalion 
Urge  proportion  of  their  notee.  Thia  operation,  lo  op- 
n^Te  to  their  debton,  but  indiapennOiljr  neeeaaarr 
to  the  aziitancc  of  ipede  pajmenta,  moat  be  eon- 
tinaed  untit  gi^  and  aiirer  ^mU  f<nni  a  jnat  propor- 
tioa  of  the  drcniating  enrren^.  In  paaaug  thiongh 
diia  ordeaj,  poDclualitr  in  Ihe  diacbarga  of  dabte,  both 
to  In^Tidaali  and  to  the  Gh>Tcnunenl,  will  be  consd- 


niy,  dnring  tiie  joar  1819,  —  .    .,        „    . 

eral  preaaure  upon  the  communilT,  which  haa  tieen  de- 
•cribed,  asd  Mich  ia  the  ineriubh  coneequence  of  the 
orntradiag  of  tlie  banki  and  the  exportation  of  apade 
to  the  Eaat  Indiea,  aggriTatad  bjr  the  temporary  fkil- 
nre  of  flie  ordinary  •on*'?  **'  *^"  preciona  metala  from 
tte  Speniah  Amarinan  minee,  cannot,  at  thia  time,  be 
oorrectly  appredated.  flhanld  it  exoeed  what  hn  been 
eontemdated  in  thia  report,  the  appropriationa  mnri 
ba  diminiahed,  tlte  rsTenae  enlarged  bj  new  impon- 
tiena,  or  temporaiT  loaaa  aothornad  to  meat  the  de- 
fioien^.  Aa  the  espenditore  of  the  year  I8S0  will  be 
matl  J  lednoed  bj  the  tnedeamabl*  quality  of  the  ihUk 
Ue  debt,  altar  the  redemption  of  the  reiiHUUDg  moitty 
of  the  Loniaiana  atock,  which  may  be  e£bctad  on  the 
Xlat  day  of  October,  1810,  a  reaort  to  temporary  loan*, 
or  to  the  inne  of  Treaanry  notaa,  to  the  amonnt  of 
the  deficiency,  ahonld  any  occur,  i*  beliered  to  be  pret 
arable  to  the  impoeition  of  new  taxea,  which  would 
not  be  required  aifter  ttiat  year. 

All  which  ia  reipactlnllT  aabmitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOBD. 

STATE  OP  ILLINOIS— BLAVERy. 

The  eBgtoaaad  rMolulloQ  declarias  the  admts- 

■ioD   of  the  Stale  of  Illinois  into  the  Dnion,  on 

m  equal  footinf;  with   the  originat  States,  was 

laail  a  third  timei  M<1  on  the  queitioD,  Shall  it 


It,  bo  were  r, 

.  his  opposi- 

The  prin- 


Mt.  Talliwdob,  of  New  York,  awigned  th« 
reasona  why,  in  his  opioioD,  the  resolotloD  ought 
not  to  be  adopted.  It  appeared  to  him,  in  the  first 
place,  he  said,  there  ought  to  be  before  Congres* 
some  doenmeut,  showing  that  the  Territory  had 
thepopuUtion  required  by  ihelswof  the  last  ses- 
lion.  The  rccilation  of  ine  fact  in  the  preamMa 
of  the  cooylilution  be  did  not  » 
proper  sort  of  evidence.  It  wai 
upon  this  point  that  he  meant  to 
ii»n  to  the  adoption  of  the  resoluti 
ciple  of  slavery,  if  not  adopted  iu  — . 
tion,  wasat  least  not  sufficiently  prohibited.  The 
inance  for  the  government  of  the  territory 
-..tbwest  of  the  Ohio,  which  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  convention  between  the  United  Stales  and 
ibe  people  of  the  Stalen  and  Territories  to  be 
formed  ont  of  that  territory,  contained  some  pro- 
visions applicable  to  tbii  subject.  The  sixth  ar- 
ticle of  that  ordinance  provided  thai,  in  the  ces- 
sion of  territory  accepted  by  the  United  Btatea 
front  Virginia,  and  comprising  the  whole  north' 
western  territory,  there  should  be  neither  slavery 
nor  ioTolonury  servitude,  otherwise  than  as  a 
punishment  for  the  eommiiment  of  crimes;  with 


b«eoD- 
of  r  una  way 
fonnd  1 


a  proviso,  that  this  provision  should 

stmed  to  prevent  tV  -"' '■"" 

slaves.  It  the  co 
port  with  tbat  provision,  it  ought  to  be  Teceir^ 
by  Congress ;  if  not,  it  ought  to  be  rejected.  The 
sixth  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  new  ^^^ 
of  Illinois,*  in  each  of  its  three  sections,  Mr.  T. 

Aaf.  0.  Hdlher  slavery  nor  involuntarr  aerrModa 
shall  hereafter  be  intiodnced  into  this  Bute,  otherwise 
than  for  the  pnniahmani  of  Crimea,  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  dolv  convktad;  nor  aball  any  male 
peraon,  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  yean,  nor 
feaale  peraon  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  yeara,  ba 
held  to  serve  any  penon  «*  a  aervant,  nnder  any  u»- 
denlore  heraaAer  made,  nnlea*  eaeh  peraon  ahall  entec 
into  inch  itidentora  while  in  a  atate  of  parftot  freedom, 
in  eonditioD  of  a  bona  fide  conaidwation  recaivad, 
....  be  reeaived,  fiu  that  aervice.  Nor  ahall  any  ii^ 
dentnra  of  any  negro  or  mulatle,  hereafter  made  and 
eiecnkd  ont  of  thia  State,  or,  if  made  in  thia  SUte, 
where  Ihe  term  of  aervice  exceeds  one  year,  be  of  the 
leaat  validity,  except  Ihoae  given  in  caaea  of  appren- 

Sic.  S.  No  peraoo  boond  to  labor  b  any  other  Stole 
Aall  be  hitvd  to  labor  in  this  State,  except  within  the 
tract  reaerved  fer  the  aalt  woika,  near  Shawneetown ; 
nor  even  at  that  plaee  fcr  a  longer  period  Uian  ona 
yearatany  one  time;  nor  dull  it  be  allowed  ther* 
aftai  the  year  one  thousand  right  hundred  and  tw^ 
ly-five;  any  violation  of  thia  artide  ahall  efleet  the 
emandpaUon  of  anch  person  from  hi*  obligation  t» 

Sac.  8.  Eaeh  and  every  peraon  who  haa  been  bound 
to  service  by  contract  or  indentore,  in  virtue  of  the 
lawa  of  the  lUinoia  Territory,  heretolbre  eiiating,  and 
in  confimnity  to  the  proiiaionB  of  the  *ame,  wiiboat 
&*nd  or  collnaion,  shall  be  held  to  a  apedllc  perform- 
ance of  thdr  contracta  or  indentnrea;  and  auch  ne- 
groas  and  mnlaltoe*  a*  havo  been  regialered  in  con* 
fbrmity  with  the  afbreiaid  laws,  shall  serre  oat  the 

*■ =nlod  by  ssid  laws !  Providtd,  haaaer.  That 

D  heraafter  bam  of  such  persons^  negroes 
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oODicodMl,  coBtMrcDtd  riira  ■lipnlitioO)  «thcr  ia 
tba  letier  or  iha  spitji.  Tbtae  Mciians  ha  septi- 
iWaly  ezamioed,  as  to  tbair  const rBctioa  and  beat- 
ug,  sad  fett  himHir  ooaUiained  (o  eoae  to  tba 
eoiLcluiion  that  tber  evibraaed  a  conapleie  reco^ 
DitioD  of  eiittio^  Blarerj,  if  DotproiisioDt  for  it* 
futore  initodueiioa  aatf  toleiaiion ;  patlieulnrl; 
in  the  pasugc  vbereia  Lbejr  pernut  (be  biriag  of 
■lavaa,  ibc  proptrly  of  DOB-iMideats,  for  viy  num* 
bai  of  yean  conieoatirclr-  If  Coogrcaa  woald 
observe  in  good  failb  the  leima  of  ibt  convao- 
lioB,  ba  Mid,  thef  were  bound,  under  ibis  citouni' 
•laDee,  to  iqtct  the  eoDstlunion  of  lIliDow,  or  at 
least  ibis  faalare  of  it.  The  Stale  of  Virginia,  he 
said,  had  ceded  the  lerriloty  <Mit  of  which  this 
Slate  wa*  formed,  on  cerlau  canditioos,  to  tbe 
United  Siateaj  one  of  which  was  that  to  which 
he  bad  just  adrerled,  and  it  was  a  moniHiDeBt  to 
Uw  fame  of  Vii^inia.  It  had  ofl^  beeo  east  b> 
a  reproach  on  thu  natioD,  that  we,  who  boam  out 
Jfeadom,  and  pride  oarseivet  on  oar  iadepead- 
«loe,ret  holdonr  feUow-baiagsinferricc.  Amcr- 
icaas  bad  bean  re{vcaeateit,  indeed,  with  one  haad 
uhibitiog  the  declaration  of  inda^ndeaee,  aad 
with  Ibe  other  brandishing  the  lasb  af  despoiiuB. 
When  this  sdgma  was  ailempted  to  be  Ued  on 
our  country,  it  waa  a  wABolation  to  him,  be  said, 
ibai  we  bare  it  in  oor  power  to  cail  it  back 
again  on  the  country  from  which  weare  severed — 
lura  was  the  original  sin,  which  we  fonnd  in  ex- 
ittaaoe  on  onr  emancipation,  and  which  it  had 
been  ivpouible  to  eradicate— we  oowld  do  no  more 
than  control  and  rcgnlaie  the  eril.  So  far  £rom 
wishing  to  invade  the  right*  of  the  lUMhaldJag 
SiMaa,  Of  to  assail  their  pMCoguivca,  ha  baUercd 
Umt  were  aquUr  senaifate  wub  kim  of  the  emla 
af  slarafV,  and  did  what  ilier  eoald  to  avMral 
and  fepriiua  Umn.  Bat,  kb.  T.  said,  if  CoDgtass 
riKHiU  TolvnaviJ)'  rea^otie  ibia  fbaiare  la  a  eon- 
stitolion  swboiltted  for  their  decisjon,  and  in  rio- 
iMioo,  toe,  of  a  cempaet  forbiddiag  it,  ihey  would 
lake  npon  ikemseives  (be  unjust  imjpal    ' 

ked  alluded  to.    Ur.  T.  rrferred  to  the 

don  of  the  Biale  of  Indiana,  a  State  already  ad- 
mitted from  the  same  territory,  to  show  how  care- 
fblly  and  ictupuloutty  it  had  guarded  againet 
slavery  in  any  shape,  ud  in  the  strongeat  terms 
leprobaied  it ;  and  lest  at  some  foture  dtf  amend- 
ments to  the  eonsUtation  sbauU  admit  iii  iatro- 
duciion,  a  clause  of  tbat  coaaiiuiion'  forbade 
any  amendmant  of  that  sort  to  be  n»d«,  Thee* 
aentime«u  of  the  8ta««  of  lo^oa,  Mr.  T.  said, 
he  laeioKKuUed.  Ouriftieteet  awliMiheaor,  saU 
be,  ealn  an  w  lioidlT  to  iaaiat  oa  ibe. 
•f  goad  failb  aDdar  the  article  of  tba  i . 
bave  referred  to,  as  far  as  tba(  no  JwrolntHy 
service  be  permitted  to  be  recognised  in  the  eon* 
stiMiien  of  any  SiaK  M  be  formed  out  of  that 
territory. 

or  mnlsttcBs,  shsU  *■*""■  *"-.  'V  t-'tt  '*  '^'  *>r  "f 
twenty-ooe  jesrs,  tbs  fensles  at  the  age  of  eigbaaa 
yeen.  Bach  uid  OTery  child  barn  af  iadeatwed  pa- 
rents shsU  be  entered  with  the  clerk  of  the  eeiui9  in 


ii,*atd  b«_^U»' 


Mr.  PoiNDBxnws,  of  & 
eoosarred  with  the  geaileatan  fram  New  Toi 
in  hb  solicitode  [oezpelfrom  oorcouotry,  wk« 
ever  piactiaabte,  anyibing  like  slavery.  It  is  not 
with  us,  said  be,  a  matter  of  eboice  whether  we 
will  have  slavea  among  us  or  aol :  wa  fiioad  tfa«* 
here,aDd  we  are  obliged  to  malBtain  andeBplor 
them.  It  would  be  a  bleesJUK  could  wa  gel  rid 
of  them ;  but  the  wisest  and  best  men  among  as 
have  not  been  able  lo  devise  a  plan  for  doing  it. 
The  only  question  at  present  is  whether  tbe  ElMie 
of  Illinois  boa  virtually  compiled  with  her  coo- 
tract,  and  followed  the  example  of  the  two  other 
Stales  already  ereoled  from  the  tarn*  lerriiorT. 
To  itlweirase  thai  liact,Hr.P.  referred  u  tba  oo»- 
stiiution  of  Ohio,  tba  ereetion  of  which  Snca^ 
from  tbe  Northwestern  Territory,  the  geatlemaa 

rared  (o  have  overlooked;  aad  showed  that 
artiole  on  the  subject  of  slaves  vrss  almost 
literally  copied  from  tbe  conatiiution  of  Ohio  into 
that  of  lliinois.  The  third  section  of  Ibe  article 
in  queitioQ,  in  the  latter,  was  the  ooty  variaiioO) 
and  the  necessUy  of  thai  additional  proviaiaa 
would  be  obrious  lo  any  geotlemao  who  would 
examine  and  reflect  upon  ine  subjeci.  By  wa  «t^ 
leoedeat  law  of  tba  Territorial  goverumwi,  alL 
persons,  slaves  or  under  indcaMite,  in  the  Teicl- 
lory,  were  reunited  to  be  regisierM,  m  liia  onlf 
way  in  wbieb  tbey  cooU  be  dieofiaiBaUd  ffMk 
fugitives,  ix.  Tbe  oanalilMiMdiieats  ihattJtav 
cbiidroi  alsa  ahsdl  be  registered,  that  iher  maf 
ba  teenre  ef  enjoying  thaie  freadom,  when  by  «ba 
eoBBt^Btlon  they  beooMe  entitled.  From  tb«ir 
color,  (being  ftimafiieit  ilavee  in  olhei  Stataa,) 
was  it  Mt  mare  aeoure  to  tbe  freedom  of  tfae 
peaple  of  eolori  ibat  their  bittfas,  parenloge,  Jtc, 
sboold  be  recoraed  in  the  new  Stale,  than  oiber- 
wisel  80  far  from  cooslitnting  an  objeclion  to 
it,  Mr.  P.  said,  be  considered  ibis  a  valuable  put 
of  the  constitution  of  Iltioois.  As  to  cbilarM, 
born  of  clavesi  not  being  free  until  eightcem  01 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr.  P.  said  ibai  ik«bU 
be  no  great  baidshia  seeing  it  was  as  itogar  m 
while  persons  were  uee  from  titei*  paiavov  w 
(torn  their  indeatwas,  if  a||pr«iHi«cA.  WiA  a^ 
spaci  to  eeaotittuieaal  pravjaia>a  oa  Ihia  tmkjttk 
Mr.  P.  said,  afw  all,  k  wokM  be  foand  ■a«piS> 
cable,  afiM  admiiiiaa  ihe  iodapendaoee  of  a  Staia^ 
to  praraat  ii  froea  Itamiog  ar  shapiag  ita  aoMii- 
laitoa  a*  it  tbaoght  pcopar.  A«  lea  aonstbatiaa 
like  that  af  ladiaaa,  prafaiblting  the  introdoMioii 
ef  an  amaadment  to  ti,  of  whatever  nature,  if  llta 
people  were  te  form  a  coavention  lo-morrov, 
that  proviiMR  would  be  of  no  force :  tbe  whole 
power  would  be  with  ibe  people,  whom,  in  ibcU 
sovereign  capacity,  no  provision  of  that  nuuca 
can  control.  Nor  could  Congress  prevent  ihenL 
Various  attempts  bad  already  been  made  ia  Ohio 
to  alter  that  feature.  Id  Ibe  nature  of  free  gov- 
eroments.no  law  could  be  irrepealable;  though  on 
this  head,  be  observed,  he  hoped  ttat  neither 
Ohio,  Indiana,  mr  ILinots,  would  ever  permit  lbs 
iniriKluciion  of  slavery  within  their  liaails.  Ha 
hoped,  as  &T  as  we  coatd,  we  should  eniel  storerr 
from  the  conalry.  At  toe  mme  tioie,he  thooffet 
that  Illinois,  so  far  (s  she  bad  gone,  had  doaa 
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bettfet  (btn  tlH  SteWfrwfeidi  fatd  preceded  bet  in 
the  Mme  qaarter.  becaiue  the  had  prorided  for 
tU  weurit^  of  Ihe  freedom  of  oegron,  ranlal- 
loc^  &e.,  *ni  to  preveBi  ihem  ftwn  being  kld- 
Mttped,  by  causiag  ibem  to  be  registered. 

Mr.  ArMbSor,  of  Kentucky^  repeated  what  he 
iHd  Mid  OQ  Friday  l*n,  reapecimg  ibe  populaiian 
<it  Illltioh,  and  hii  o*ra  coHTietion  that  it  was  of 
the  required  amount.  If  od  this  tubject  Con- 
gten  had  been  verf  acrnpulnns,  Mr.  A.  mid.  they* 
«<onld  hare  directed  a  ceBBOs  of  ibe  pepDlaiiou 
to  be  t^i  by  penoas  appointed  by  the  United 
Btane*  for  that  purpoae;  bat  tbey  bad  alvati 
hereiofoie  in  like  cases  submitted  to  Territorial 
OdMiats  and  Territorial  regulis,  and  he  did  not  see 
W4^  tbcT  abonld  not  do  ib«  rame  in  tbe  present 
etafc  Ail  that  was  ueeestaty  was  that  thejr  shonld 
b*  nMMMUr  ntisfled  of  their  accuracy.  With 
rMpMt  to  the  other  ot^ectim  of  the  gcnileTDan, 
UN  ibMgbt  be  eould  satisfy  him  that  his  position 
««  uanifeMly  incOTrect.  It  would  be  sees,  on 
mdlng  the  attietes  of  eewion  by  Tiif  inia,  that 
M  eoMltioD,  sdch  aa  tbe  genilemaa  sopposed, 
HM  auwxed  to  it,  respeeifng  alavery.  The  eoii- 
dtctttna  ahe  rc«|tiif«d'wefe  «f  a  ^ffcreat  charac- 
utj  and  tlilb  pTOvlnen  respecting  riarery  had  been 
Mas«ribed  by  Congreaa,  atnaa*  other  wtielei 
mmeid  for  tke  goveuraeitt  of  the  Territory  thus 
Mded.  Tlrgtnia  had  no  eoDCem  in  it,  except  so 
fttr  M  she  was  rqweseated  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress, when  the  ordinanee  was  passed.  Still  lesi 
were  the  people  of  the  NorlttWvMeni  Territory  a 
Hrty  to  the  eompfcei,  as  tbe  nnilemlu 
It,  DM  btiag  lepreatBted  M  all,  nor  coo. 

the  oeMiioB^    Conitrest  tbea  are  net  ii 

■peot  beund  by  any  pledge,  Bor  by  anything  but 
a  aente  of  e(|)edieDey,  co  operaiing  Wilb  tbe  like 
a«aad  of  the  neonleof  Illiaoisi  The  eonditionv 
TCMrted  by  Virginia  on  making  the  cession  wera 
tku  xecrlniD  nvMberof  Stales  should  beereoted 
b«n  tb»  Territory,  and  all  existing  right*  of  tbe 
ptopla  preserved ;  and,  Mr.  A.  said,  there  were 
slares  in  the  Territory  at  that  daj.  So  fitr  from 
Viigiaia  raqnirlar  the  abolition  «  tlavery.  donbis 
had  ariaea  trtietner,  nndn  the  stipalationa  sb« 
■*de  o«  ceding  the  Territory  to  the  United 
States,  Congress  sboold  pan  the  ordinanee  which 
Ikey  Mihseqaenlly  enaoted.  Seriotis  doobis  bad 
aiwrn,  after  stipalatlag  to  make  three  States, 
wtMbet  CoBgress  had  a  right  to  prescribe  any 
eam^tion  rtspocliBg  slarery.  dK.j  not,  Mr.  A. 
«aid,  that  he  wonld  destroy  toe  ordinanse,  bat  be 
meant  to  state  only  how  Far  its  seo^  eiMnded. 
There  was  nothing  anconstitntlonal.  in  any  view, 
Ift  CoDgieis  accepting  wfcat  the  peoj)!*  of  Illinois 
have  done,  if  tbey  thonght  proper;  siiiee  the  coo- 
aent  of  the  two  contracting  parlies  fsappoi ' 
the  ordinance  to  be  a  eompaet)  would  taui 
given.  With  reapeet  to  Ihe  nature  of  the  pr 
■leat  rcftrred  to  in  tboeonsittniion,  tbe  gentleman 
Wlro  preceded  him  bad  clearly  shown  that  they 
had  been  isiaunderstood  by  tbe  Kentleraan  from 
New  Yoit 

tit.  TjiLUiAnoB  replied. — In  referring  to  the  or- 
linanee,  a*  biadins  CoogreMuot  to  permit  slavery, 
in  any  of  the  States  formed  from  the  North- 


western Territory,  he  eoneeiTed  Congress  to  be 
beood  by  a  tie  not  to  be  broken :  bnt,  if  in  thie- 
he  was  wrong,  and  Congress  are  bound  by  noth- 
ing but  ibeirwDseof  expediency,  that  tie beeama 
hmiaand  times  more  slreng.  Are  we,  said 
>  be  drawn  into  a  diseMsion  of  slavery,  its 
merit*  and  demerits,  on  abslracl  principles  7  He 
wotrid  not  enter  into  sneb  a  diseustion ;  but  rauM 
~3t  in  Slating  it  as  bis  opinion,  that  the  interest, 
r,  Bod  faftb  of  tbe  naiion,  required  it  soni' 
polouily  to  guard  against  silvery^  passing  into 
territory  where  they  hare  power  to  prevent  ita 
itrnnefl.  Mr.  T.  again  eonmernted  the  provi- 
ons  in  the  eonstituiion  of  Illinois,  to  which  he 
otigected,  and  madfe  further  reonms  on  tbem. 
He  eonaldeied  it  nieh,  that  to  Haepc  It,  wonld 
be  lo  violate  a  pledge  solamnty  given,  and,  if  net 
a  tlipuhtion,  yet,  so  Htnullaneoo^  given,  aa  t«- 
amoant  to  a  compact  with  Vtrginti.  With  re* 
spect  10  the  power  of  a  State  to  change  ita  oon- 
stliotion,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  & 
State  WB^  in  that  reapeet,  under  no  restraint. 
Would  gantiemeo  admit  a  Siata  into  the  Union 
'  dajtunder  a  republican  form  crfgovetnmeiit,and 
permit  it  to  oaJQ  a  conveWion  t»-monow,  aikd 
change  its  foriB  of  gorerament  to  a  monarehy? 
That  Slate  voM  cease,  by  the  very  net,  to  be  k 
compoDeat  part  of  ib«  UaioB,and  the  sama  rasuh 
woBU  follow,  be  preeoMed,  if  a  Stnte  w«rn  to 
nolaia  the  eovditiao  oa  whkh  H  was  aataaltted' 
Lata  thia  UoMS)  by  adaNtliaff  Uie-intTodue(iaB>«C 
"'•very. 

Bdr.  LmitMtfaB  requaacad  tbayMaand^nay* 
OR  tbe  daetsiOD  of  tb is  question. 

Mr.  HABaiaen  said,  that,  aca  RepretentMin 
of  Ohio,  be  nreteatrd  against  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  mim  New  York.  Jle  eonid  aianra 
the  gendentsn  that  the  people  oT  that  State  weia 
flilly  aware  of  their  privileges,  and  would  nevet 
come  to  this  Hbuse,or  to  the  State  of  NewTorl^ 
fbr  perminien  so  to  alter  their  constitntion  as  to 
admit  the  introduction  of  slarery,  the  dijeet  of 
tbe  gentlemnn's  abhorrence,  as,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is 
of  mine.  They  bad  entered  into  no  compact 
which  had  shorn  the  people  of  their  sovereign 
anthocity.  Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  make  some  re- 
marks reapeclioff  the  operation  of  the  ordinance, 
cessions,  &c  ThoQgh  there  were  slaves  in  that 
country^  when  ceded,  there  bad  been  none  in  that 
part  of  it  from  which  the  Slate  of  Ohio  bad  been 
formed,  so  that  no  prorision  had  been  necesnry 
respecting  thtm  in  the  constitution  of  that  State. 
In  Indiana,  the  question  relating  to  this  descriik- 
tion  of  property  nad  been  reserved  for  tbe  deci- 
sion of  tbe  courts  of  justice,  &c.,nnd  he  sincerely 
wished  that  Illinois  had  either  emancipated  ita 
slaves,  or  followed  tbe  example  of  Indiana.  In 
regard  to  the  sopposed  compact,  however,  and  its 
efficacy,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  bad  always  considered 
it  B  dead  letter.  He  coald  not  put  his  hand  on 
the  page,  or  on  the  letter,  bai  he  Believed  it  would 
be  found  that,  in  one  of  the  pages  of  tbe  Fed- 
eralist, the  antbority  of  which  be  presumed,  ai 
least,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  re- 
spect, Alexander  Hamilton  bad  expressly  declared 
the  same  opinion.    He  could  not  believe,  he  said. 
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thit  CoDgTCM  would  refus*  lo  aecept  the  Slate 
of  lilinoia  DO  (he  ground  of  [hat  compact:  for  bis 
pan,  he  wigbed  to  see  that  Stale,  and  all  that  | 
Territory,  dixeaihralled  fromibe  effect  of  articles 
to  wbicb  tbey  never  gave  tbeir  assent,  and  to 
which  they  were  not  properly  sabjeet.  This 
much  be  wished,  bowever  he  was  opposed  to 
•lavery,  and  should  lament  its  iotTodaction  into 
any  parlof  ibat  Territory. 

Arier  a  few  further  remarks,  from  Mr.  Tall- 
HADGE,  Mr.  Ahdersdh,  and   Mr.   Stobrb,  the 

Juetlion  on  the  passage  of  the  resolutioa  was 
ecided  in  the  affirmative— Teas  117,  nays  34,  as 
follows: 

Vait— Meam.  Andwaon  of  Pnuujrlrania,  Aoder- 
•on  of  Eentncky,  Austin,  Baldnin,  Buboni  of  Virginia, 
Batoman,  Bajiej,  Beacher,  Bellinger,  Bloomfield, 
Blount,  BodoD,  Dryan,  Barwall,  Butlsr  of  New  ToA, 
Ballet  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Clubome,  Cobb,  Col- 
•lon.  Cook,  Crawford,  Crnger,  Colbrglli,  CmlimBD, 
Dasha,  Drake,  Edward*,  Enin  of  Sonlb  Carolina, 
Flo;d,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  CaioliDi,  Hurison, 
Hendiieka,  Herbert,  Hogg,  Halmea,  HopUauin,  Has- 

"«r,   Hubbard,   Irring  of  Naw   York,  Joboi 


Marchuid,  Mason  of  Haisacbiuetts,  Mercer,  Hiddlo' 
toa,  Bobart  Hoora,  Samnel  Moors,  HomIsj,  Mnnifbtd, 
H.  Nebon,  T.  M.  Nebim,  Nent,  Newton,  Ogden, 
Ogia,  Owen,  Ptlmar,  Pattereon,  Pcgram,  Petar,  Pind- 
all,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindeitw,  Porter,  Qoarias, 
~"  ,  Robortson.  Rogers,  Bag^at,  Sampni 


Alexander  Smith,  i.  8.  Snitti,  Bpead.  Sponeer,  Stew- 
art of  NtHth  Carolina,  Slom,  Stnart  ctf  Maryland, 
Tan,  Terrell,  Tarty,  Tompkiiis,  TrimUa,  Tnckar  of 
South  Carolina,  Upbam,  Walker  of  Nortb  Camlina, 
Walker  of  KentnAy,  WaUace,  Wasierlo,  Whit«*ia«, 
Wilkin,  Williama  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of  New 
Toik,  WilUuns  ofNarth  Carolina— 117. 

Nils— Messrs.  Adanu,  BenneU,  Boas,  Clagett, 
Crafts,  Darlington,  EllicoU,  Polger,  Gage,  Gilbert, 
Hale,  Hubroack,  Hnntai,  Hnntinglon,  XiiTermoiai 
Wm.  Maday,  Wm.  P.  Madaj,  Merrill,  Marlon,  Mnr- 
raj,  Jeremish  Nelson,  Orr,  Reed,  Rich,  Richards, 
SaTtge,  Hejbert,  Southard,  Tsllmadge,  Taylor,  Wend- 
over,  Wbitmaa,  WiUon  of  Mueadiiuetti,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennsy  I  vania— M. 

So  the  resoloiion  was  pawed,  and  tent  to  the 
Senale  for  coocartence. 


TuEBoaT,  November  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
Samdbl  C.  Ali^gii,  appeared,  and  look  his  seal. 

Mr.  H.  Nelbon,  from  the  Commillee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  hill  coDceroiny  the  yfesUta 
.district  eoun  of  Peansylrania ;  which  was  twice 
lead,  and  committed. 

Mr.  N.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyoi 
praying  a  leimbuisement  of  the  expenses  incui 
red  by  the  prosecution  under  the  act  of  Coogrei 
of  July,  1798,  commonly  called  ihe  sedition  law, 
he  then  being  a  RepresentaiiTe  in  Congress  from 
the  Slate  of  Vetrooni,  made  a  report  thereon, 


ihai  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  felt  himself  cansirained  to  atata 
10  the  House  that,  on  this  question,  be  bad  been 
n  a  minority  in  the  committee,  nod  wished  th* 
iubject  to  be  fully  laid  before  the  House.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  for 
coo  side  rat  ion  to  a  Commiltet  of  the  wh^la 
House. 
*  The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HorKiMBOH,  under  the  inslruelion  of  th« 
Judiciary  Commiiiee,  reported  a  bill  to  establish 
a  uniform  system  of  Bankruptcy  throoghoDt  tba 
United  States. 

Id  intToducins  this  bill,  Mr.  H.  remarked,  that 
the  bill  was  in  form  the  same  which  he  bad  tha 
honor  lo  introdnee  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress at  their  last  session.  It  was  not  his  iD(eB< 
lion,  be  said,  to  fatigue  the  House  by  a  long  ar- 
gument at  present;  oulhehad  thought  it  his  dotf 
10  briug  the  stibject  once  mote  before  Congres)^ 
and  have  a  vote  taken  on  it.  because  the  tieeetti- 
tiei  of  the'  people  demanded  it,  and  in  the  hopa 
that,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  the  opinioDS 
of  some  gentlemen  might  have  cbanged,  from 
reflection,  or  from  ioforma  tion  derived  from  olbers, 
of  the  pressing  occasion  for  such  a  law.  Mr.  R. 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  not  turn  from  thii 
question  with  alarm,  but  that  Ihere  would  be  K 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  Congieat  on  the 

The  bill  was  read,  and  commitled, 

Mr.  HiitiiiaaK,  from  the  commitlee  to  whon 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerk*  in  the  Department  of 
War ;  which  was  twiee  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  JoHMSOtf,  of  Kentucky,  from  tbe  select 
committee,  to  whom  the  subject  waa  referred,  re- 
potted a  bill  lo  authorize  tbe  election  of  a  Elela- 
gale  from  tbe  Michigan  Territory  to  Congreaa, 
and  extending  tbe  right  of  suffrage  to  the  peopla 
of  said  Territory ;  which  was  twice  read,  aad 
committed. 

Mr.  TavLOR  introduced  a  resolntitHi  aulhor- 
izing  the  franking  of  tbe  docn men taaccom pann- 
ing tbe  Preaideot**  late  Mcsaage;  which  wurcM 
three  timas,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poihdsxtir,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufaclurea  were  ia* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving 
effect,  by  law,  to  an  act  passed  by  ibe  Gfeitetu 
Assembly  of  tbe  State  of  Mississippi,  emiilcd 
"An  act  making  appropriation*  for  the  use  of  the 
Naichez  hospitaL" 

Mr.  CaitPBELL  was  appointed  of  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign   Affairs,  vice  Mr.  Forsyth   tc- 


The  Spbaebr  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  Richard  Bland  Lee,  late  Commissioner  of 
Claims,  transmitting  a  letter  from  Jacob  Dox, 
soliciting  compensation  for  his  services  a*  agent 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  the  uking  of 
evidence  in  certain  claims  of  great  magnitude) 
on  the  Niagara  frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York; 
which  letters  were  referred  to  [he  Committee  of 
Claims. 
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ffem  Jadietal  DUtrieL 


H.  or  R. 


On  moifoa  at  Hr.  Bpmoir,  tbo  commiMte 
appointed  at  the  last  tenioD  of  Con^reM,  to  io- 

JDtK  into  the  official  eooduel  of  owUia  judg|es  of 
i«  eouTlfl  of  tb«  United  Slates,  wera  ducharged 
ttma  ta  mneh  of  tbeir  diitjr  at  reiatei  to  the  coa- 
doel  of  William  Siepbens,  who  has  retifcned  bit 
office  of  jnd^e  of  ilie  court  of  tbe  United  Slates 
for  the  district  of  Qeorgia. 

The  HoDte  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  If  ing  orer  from  the  latt  session,  which,  by 
a  rale  of  the  Honsa,  are  rerired  ia  ttatu  qtn,  at 
the  expiraiioB  of  the  fint  week  of  tbe  present 

The  Home  Orst  resolved  ittelf  iolo  a  Commit- 
tee of  ibe  Whole,  on  tbe  report  of  ibe  Committee 
of  Ways  tod  Means  nnfaroraUe  lo  the  pelilion 
of  Daojel  Hsnly  and  Aaron  Walker.  Mr.  WaiT- 
HAM  mored  to  reTerie  the  report ;  oo  which  mo- 
tion a  debate  ensned,  wherein  Ur.  WHrTUx 
aapported,  and  Meairs.  TntKBLB  and  BiftTH  of 
Hary land,  oopoaed  the  motion ;  wbich  wat  final- 
ly negaiived  oy  a  larve  majority,  and  the  report 
adopted.  In  which  the  Hotiie  OMiearred,  on  (be 
Bpuket't  taking  tbe  Chair. 

NEW  JUDICIAL  DISTRICT. 

Tbe  House  next  retolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  Ibe  Whole,  on  the  bill,  reported  at.lbe  last 
•esaioo,  for  erecting  a  separata  judicial  district 
weat  of  tbe  Allqhany  moantaio,  in  ihc  State  of 

In  tbe  course  of  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
among  otber  propotitiont,  was  one  made  by  Mr. 
COLSTOK,  of  Virginia,  to  lo  amend  the  bill  as  to 
retain  in  ihe  eatiern  circuit,  by  accepliog  them 
from  the  westeiii,  the  counties  of  Hampibire  and 
Hardy  J  and  one  by  Mr.  McCoy,  of  Vircinia,  to 
leave  in  tbe  eastern  circuit  the  eonniy  of  Tendte- 
ton  i  botb  of  whicb  motions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  Smitb  mored  (o  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  substiioie  ibe  town  of  Lewisburg,  in  Qreen* 
briar  county,  for  Clarksburg  and  Wythe  eonri- 
konae,  so  as  lo  bn^e  only  one  place  of  holding 
«oiiria,  instead  of  two,  as  proposed  in  the  bill,  and 
anpporied  hia  motion  by  rarioua  ezplanaiions  to 
«atai)liih  iu  propriety. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  PiRtuLt.,  *ai 
was  in  the  end  negalired. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  mored  to  strike 
oat  ihe  proTisioD  for  a  salary  to  the  manb*!  and 
attorney  of  tbe  new  dialrici,  on  ibe  ground  ibal 
no  salary  had  been  allowed  to  those  officers  in  the 
additional  ditttiots  created  in  other  Stales;  and 
tbat,if  any  ware  allowed  in  this  case,  it  ought  lo 
be  by  a  general  provision, 

Mr.  BiLnwiH,  of  Peamylvaata,  related  tome 
facts,  showing  ihat  there  were  insianees  of  salary 
allowed  to  those  officers  in  some  of  tbe  additional 
districts  of  other  Stales;  after  which  the  motion 
was  ncMtired. 

Mr.  FLorD,  of  Virginia,  moved  lo  strike  out 
Wythe  eoart-honse;  and  sobttiiote  Giles  court- 
house, as  one  of  the  two  placet  of  holding  the 
eonrttof  ibe  new  district,  and  mads  some  re- 
marks in  support  of  tbe  molioo. 

Mr-  A.  SiTTTB  oppued  the  motioa,  and  replied 


to  Mr.  Plotd,  who  rejoined;  and,  after  tome 
further  remarks  by  Mr.  Shttb,  the  motion  was 
negatived  ;  and  the  bill  being  gone  through,  and 
the  blanks  filled,  dbe.,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  tbe  amendments  of  ine  committee 

Mr.  MoCoT,  expressing  his  embarrastnent 
bow  to  vole  on  this  bill,  not  being  able  to  per- 
ceive any  necetait^  for  the  propoted  division, 
with  the  informalion  be  at  present  postessed,  ^ 
asked  of  tbe  advocates  of  the  measure  lo  exhiUl 
tbe  reasons  for  itt  adoplioo. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  entered  into  a  recapflulaiion  of 
be  bad  heretofore  tnbmilied  in  sup- 

lishment  i  .     , 

marks  from  Mr.MoCoY  in  reply,  tbe  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

WiDNiaBAT,  November  25. 

Several  other  membns,  to  wil :  from  Ti^lnia, 
JoHR  TTi.nn,  jAHBa  JoxnaoN,  and  Oboiqb  F. 
BTnoTHiB ;  and,  from  South  Caroliha,  Wil- 
LiAH  Lowifoaa,  appeared,  and  look  their  teals, 

-*      ■"  .f  Pm       *       ■ 

puiy  of  tbe  Hilford  and  Oswego  Turnpike  Road, 


petition  of  the  Preaident,  Managers,  and  Com* 


praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  antborizing  a 
tubaeriplion  on  behalf  of  the  United  StUet  to  the 
capital  stock  of  said  company. — Referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WiLUiMa,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Commitiee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William  T.  Nimmo,  which  was  readj 
when  Mr.  W.  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe 
said  William  T.  Nimmo,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  com  mi  I  ted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  Ibe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing,  in  cases  ot  exporta- 
tion 01  goods  entitled  tedebeniure,  the  tame  time 
(of  tweniy  dayt)  for  completing  tbe  export  entry 


oath,  as  is  allowed  by  tbe  act  of  the  20ih  of 
April  latt,  for  executing  tbe  export  bonds,  in  lien 
]f  ten  days  within  which  it  is  now  required  that 


the  said  oath  and  entry  shall  be  completed. 

Mr.  Whitman  offered  for  coosiaeration  ine 
following  resolution : 

Ruohtd,  That  the  Comndttee  on  Peniions  and 
BevolntianaTy  CIsimi  bt  initmcted  fimhirith  to  pte- 
psre  and  report  a  bill  grantins  pensions  to  tbe  indj- 
vidnals  in  whose  fivoi  ■  bill  for  tbat  purpose  pasted 
this  Honie  at  tbs  list  leuion,  and  at  tbe  rats*  and 
from  the  periods  In  the  tame  bill  preaeribed. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  tbe  relative  propri- 
ety of  acting  as  proposed,  or  of  waiting  for  the 
Senate,  in  which  bodjr  the  bill  fell  through  at 
the  last  setsion,  to  rerive  it.  The  latter  course 
wit  sapponed  bv  Mr.  Rbea,  and  opposed  by  Mr, 
Whithah.  With  a  view  lo  bis  object,  Mr.  Rhba 
moved  10  lay  tbe  resolution  on  the  table;  wbich 
motion  was  negatived,  and  the  resoluiion  wa« 
agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  resolution  authorizing  the  trana- 
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H.orR. 


Ne»  Judimal  Dkttki-rMdiiimal  CJerkt. 


toyKWWtlBtf. 


tmd  the  third  tine,  and  ]w«*d. 

The  HoDM  •ptni  mww  furlb«r  time  in  Com- 
BUiree  of  ik«  Wbi>ie,«ii  the  bill  of  but  wuioB, 
oanfirniDg  ceTUiD  claimi  to  land  in  the  IllioMs 
Tcrrilorr.  After  considerable  debate,  in  whidi 
HcHn.  PowDixTBR  and  Habvwmi  bore  ibe 
il  fan,  the  Centviiite  loat,  and  obtaiiwd 


prineipal 


NEW  JUDICIAL  DfenuCT. 

The  eograssed  bill  to  eitafaUtb  a  eepuate  indi- 
cial  diattici  in  the  State  of  VirfioU,  wmt  of  the 
AUehaDf  mooauiDB,  wu  read  a  ibird  time;  and 
«ii  the  queeiioD,  Shall  (be  bill  pan? 

Mi.  Fu>TS,  ef  Viigioia,  mored  to  lecomnit 
the  bill,  for  the  piirpoBex)r  ia,BMDding  iL  u  u  to 
difidf  the  eajttern  from  Ibe  wealein  jnoicial  dis- 
trict b]r  county  linea,  believiog  ibai  to  be  aoiDoh 
better  diTidine  line  than  that  eatabiished  by  the 
bill.  [The  bill  proTidea  that  the  new  diairict 
■ball  be  oonjKMed  of  so  moeh  of  the  8  late  of  Vir- 
.ginia  a*  i*  uittate  weat  «f  the  anmait  of  the 
«HM»tatoa  which  Mpaemto  the  wauct  .emptrtag 
Jnto  tb«  Oheiapeake  htty-kodRoaiiolceii'Mifram 
the  witara  whieli  fall  Imo  the  Ohio  river.] 

TJtia  motion  was  exposed  by  Ur.  <Pu(iui.l, 
v^  ihoQcb  be  adoMtiad  eome  ineoDreiti«B«e 
migbl  reanlt  Itom  the  line  propoaed  by  the  bill, 
tmcbtit  waaauiaeoDTaDieiieeiMepafBbieffop 
ujr  dirieioD,  and  wUeb  woold  be  only  varied  in 
ill  qiMOlioo,  Jmt  not  obangcd  in  iti  naute,  by 
an  aoaodmeDt  aneb  aa  iMt  propoaed  by  Mr. 

The  qucftionon  TMNmtnltaieDl  vai  decided  in 
Ibe  negatirc,  and  the  bill  mu  paaaed. 

DMCONTINUAMCB  OF  8DIT8. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  ditcon  tin  nance  of  luiia 
in  the  western  district  coart  of  PeoDBylraoia,  in 
CODHqueace  of  the  court  not  haTiog  been  hdd 
at  the  time  appointed  by  lawj  (becauH  tbejudga't 
coramiuioB  wu  not  leeeiTcd  in  time,)  patacd 
tbtoogb  a  Commiliee  of  the  Whole. 

A  piopoaitioQ  wai  made  by  Mr.  Pobteb,  to 
amend  ibe  bill,  ao  as  to  alluw  to  the  maretial  *aA 
dark  of  the  western  district  of  flew  York,  the 
same  salary  (iwo  hundred  dollars  each)  m  the 
bill  proposes  to  allow  to  thoM  of  the  K«alern  dis> 
Itiel  of  FeoDiylTania. 

Mr.  Baldvik,  to  diiembattass  tbls  bill  of  aoy 
jpossible  otneotion,u  it  was  impoctaot  ii  sbonld 
pass  speedUy,  mored  to  strike  out  theMCtion-al* 
lowing  the  saUries  io^neiiioB. 

Wbich'being  Agreed  to,  Hr.  Fo«ir«n.'s  molioD 
fell  with  it;  asd  the  bill  wiia  oidered  lo  be  an- 
(giosaed  for  a  third  reuUng- 

ADIHTIONAL  OLEBICS. 

The  House  then  resolred  irsdf  Into  a  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  in  the 
'  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  appointing  an  addilional 
number  of  clerks  in  the  War  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habbi80k,  an  appropriation 
was  inserted  for  a  year's  salary  to  the  twelve  ad- 
ditional clerks  proposed  by  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  Walxkk,  of  North  Carolina, 


dealic  to  be  mof*  fMlicnUily  «wrixad  of  «be 
eaMses  wktcb  made  ibis  inuaase  ar  alwki  in  i/nt 


Mi.  HauiaoEt  stated  that,  from  ihe  inftiraw 
uonceeeived  bom  tbe  Secteiair  of  Wu,  tbe«««i- 
mitiea  who  repwted  the  bill  bad  been  satia&sd  af 
its  necessii^r 'o  a  ^KMly  decision  onalaiganM* 
of  applicauoDsnoder  JAe  act  of  tbe  Ian  seieiaa, 
for^giiAilnSMBBioM  to  ««Haifl  anrvivitg  EU*o- 
Intiofflary  offieera.  Among  other  facts,  Ur.  H- 
BUied,  lut  the  applMWtiow  wUefa  bkd  been  Hnite 
nnder  the  set  cm  last  eesaion,  anravwod  to  ^^ 
973;  of  which  4,200  had  been  fovorably  rwflirW, 
3^  bad  boNi  rejeetad  .«r  anipcBdad  iw  foither 
arideiMc:,And  18,373  wmain  to  be  decided,  in 
this  dnly  ten  clerks  had  so  far  been  anpteyc^ 
who,  coniidering  Jha  labor  necessary  for  «iain- 
ining  and  sutiog  each  claim,  bad  decided  m  m 
iOHcyiMfOMWe.  Ae^addiiiwaUaotiTeforMaa- 
inslba  bll,  bastdttita  being  ihcintCHat  of  ihettai- 
(M  StBtts,lo«feetUin,  uaooo  aa  potaftie, (baito- 
inl  amount  to  be  provided  for,  hewid  miuiLy  of  U« 
appUcant*.  wiw  Md  faimerivenj^ed  j)Msii>«a 
from  the  Siaiea  or  the  United  Slates,  hind  bmni 
deprived.of  xhemio  consequence  of  their  ap[Ji- 
catioD  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  new  law,  and  wen 
now  in  a  state  of  great  distress.  In  regard  to  the 
expense  to  be  caused  by  tbe  bill,  which  was  Um- 
iied  to  eae  year's  duration,  it  waa  scarcely  mate- 
rial, since  so  much  derk  hire  would  be  necessary 
for  the  buaioess,  whether  il  was  expended atonee 
to  have  it  done,  or  protracted  In  tu  expenditure 
for  two  or  three  years. 

The  Committee  rose  aitd  repotted  ^be  bill, 
wbicb  was  ordered  to  be  cognMaed  for  a  tbird 
reading. 

CITT  OF  WABHINOTOK. 
Tbe  Hoose  then  spent  aome  time  in  Commit- 
tee of  (he  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  tbe  act 
authoiiling  tbe  sale  of  certain  reserved  lota  in  the 
City  of  l^bington. 

Hi- Ha»ERT  explained  tbe  object  of  the  bill 
to  be,  lo  enable  ibe  Commisaiooer  of  the  city  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Common  law,  aocordiog  lo 
tbe  loleni  of  ihe  act  of  CoDgrew,  and  eonrorma- 
biy  to  a  plat  by  which  Congress  had  iolended 
tbnse  salea  should  be  regulated ;  an  object  wbicb 
was  defeated  by  the  wording  of  tbe-former  law- 
Mr.  SwTB,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  oat 
the  first  section  of  (he  bill,  on  the  ground  that  the 

C (weeding  proposed  to  be  sanctioned  by  it  would 
an  ioterfereoee  with  private  rights^  which,  ha 
said,  ought  to  be  louebed  with  great  cirennespec- 
tion  at  auy  lime.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  Male  the 
terms  on  which  the  proprieiors  bad  eurreiidered 
their  rigbla  in  the  bnd  on  whioh  the  city  stands, 
taking  alternate  lots  or  afnares,  aitd  receiving  in 
addition  twenty  or  lwenty-6ve  oouada  per  acre 
for  the  grouud  included  in  the  public  reservations. 
Any  devialion  from  the  plan  of  the  eiiy,  which 
■bould  throw  iheae  reaervations  into  the  market, 
ibine  proprietors,  be  said,  wonld  conaider  as  a 
violation  of  the  contract  tbey  had  entered  into, 
and  were  ready,  in  case  of  ihe  aticoipi  to  do  it, 
to  lay  iiijitMtioDs  «"  "*■ " —     "-:»-- 


1  iho  pnwsedhig.    Baaidea, 


JUT 


raeacoKY  of  coireiraB. 


ta 


-IfoTBinm,  IStB. 


Bank  cfa*  t^lbtd  Staia. 


Mr.  8.  Mid,  if  CBanwa-Moe  bagaii  tovher  tbe 
plan  of  the  citr,  Wbtre  iroald  ta«r  •lop'f  Tbe 
eitiseos  would  b«  onrttHMUf  coning  befoK  tbem 


0  make  alteratfom,  do!  to%e««if]r  tbe  e'\tjviAj, 
bat  to  Mrve  ibeir  otra  interwia.  IndveJ,  h« 
Aovgbt  CoUj^rcM  mnt  btTe  bMO  nrptisH  nrto 
tbe  ptssage  of  ibe  law  which  ihia  bill  proposed  to 
■«MBd,aMfaBf  WMiMaellMtnfHsteiliL 

l£r.  HnaMtTieplied,  ihal  jm  kid  iwC  been  in 
favor  of  ibe  principle  of  the  original  act;  bat  that 
■et^adgKftM  4elibera()«B,'Woei*«d  rtie  approba- 
Htm  0fOeHren,«ad,  ifil  waslokave  ttweflbet 
{Mesded  wGen  it  jMtsed,  the  sflMnihnent  itow 
propoeeJ  was  -necnrarf . 

Mr.  DnBA  sijd,  lb ai,  from  what  iiad  txkni 
plade,  Ibe  aabject  appeared  to  be  ^Qt  little  nnder- 
•tood,  and  inJormBtion  wai  wanting  to  eoable  (he 
Hwwe  to  Bet'iiD4et«taDdiBglT  on  it.  Be,  tbere- 
'f<we«Mrred  that  tbeCommitlee rise,  andaEkleaTe 
lo  ail  again. 

Whteh  was  agreed,  to,  and  the  Oomnrflte  r««e, 
mm]  bed  leave«o  «it  Kgain. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Hr.  SraN0»,  of  New  York,  ofirrad  for  «on* 
nderatioD  tbe  following  resoluiion: 

Jtetafaarf,  That  a  eainnuttee  be  «ppoinUd  -to  m. 

rit  Ae  Ikm^  and  aientina  iatoLhefTecMdint*  of 
Bank  of  theUoiied'Staha,  and  tOTBpertirh«tber 
Aaptonidoaaofit*  diailar  hare  been  violated  or  not; 
and  particnlarlj  te  mwrt  whether  the  InilahiieBteof 
Uie  eajHlaJ  atook  of  the  Mid  benk  have  beea  pMd  in 
nld  and  bItot  coin,  and  in  Ibe  Ihnded  debt  of  the 
United  StatM,  or  whether  thaj  were,  in  any  ioitanee, 
and  t«  what  acMant,  paid  bjrthe  proceed!  of  the  notaa 
of  atockholdsre,  diecoiinted  for  that  pntpoee ;  and  alto 
to  report  the  name*  of  thoae  penoiu  who  now  own, 
or  who  haTe  owned,  »nj  part  of  die  capita]  atock  of 
tbe  (aid  bank,  and  the  emount  of  dienmnta,  if  anj,  to 
'  neh  pertOBi  raapeetinlj,  end  when  made ;  uid  alao 
to  r^«K  whether  the  aaid  bank.OTany  <JiMoSeeaof 
diaeeiiBt  and  depoaiie,  hate  refbied  to  pay  the  notaa 
of  the  beak  la  apede  on  denand/aad  faaea  mfbatdto 
teaaive  in  paymeat  of  debu  dae  to  then,  or  aitbei  of 
tham,  the  note*  of  the  baitk,  and  wbalbei  tbe  baidt  or 
any  of  iteoEfeeeof  diKonn^orBny  oftheir  efficaner 
iCeMebara  eoUdrafta  open  other  oBeai,  or  apoa  Ibe 
benk,  at  an  adTanoe,  and  hoTe  Tecotred  a  praninn  for 
anch  diafia ;  alae,  the  amoant  of  the  netea  iamad  paf- 
aUeat  Philadel[^a,  and  at  each  office  of  diecoontio- 
Bpectiiely,  and  the  amount  of  capital  aMignad  to  each 
office,  tocelber  with  the  amonnt  of  tbe  pnblio  depo- 
•itea  made  at  Ibe  bank  and  at  each  office,  and  an  ao- 
eoont  of  tbe  tnntfen  thereof,  and  the  total  amonnt  of 
DUIa  and  notea  dieconoted  at  the  bank  and  ila  leieml 
irfBeea  aince  Ha  organiaation ;  that  the  aaid  committee 
have  leaTe  to  meat  in  the  dty  of  FMladelphia,  and  to 
nanin  there  ae  long  ■■  may  be  aaeamvj ;  that  they 
abaH  have  power  to  >end  tot  petMaa  and  pqiera,  and 
to  OMrioy  the  leqaieka  derka,  tte  erpeaee  of  which 
Aall  be  aadilad  and  anowed  by  the  Oommittee  of 
AcoMnla,  and  paid  eat  af  the  oonHngaatfimd  af  tUi 

Hr.  Bpbhoer  remarked,  on  introducing  this 
tnotioD,  that  it  was^th  conaiderable  relaetaace 
he  bad  sabmitted  it  to  the  Hoaee — a  reluctance, 
howerer,  pToceediog  aolely  from  bU  iDBbititf  lo 
do  jaatiee  to  the  rabject,  and  not  from  taj  doQbt 


'  of  the  neeeemCy  oe  of  tbe  pro^ieif  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. He  had  waited  lill  ihia  day,  in  the  hope 
that  eOBte  menibeT,  whose  experieoce  wai  more 
extensiee  than  bis  own,  would  hare  moTed  tie 
iaquirf ;  but.  haring  been  in  thia  reaped  dieap- 
poiDled,  hebad  fell  it  bis  imperiouadutytodoM. 
As  to  the  antfaority  of  this  HoWe  to  make  the 
iaVesiigatioD,  he  tbougbl  there  eould  be  little 
doubL  If  there  sboula  be  any  doubt  on  the 
nnitd  of  iBjr  gentleman  on  this  eabjeel,  be  re- 
ferred him  to  theSSdeeotioDOf  lhe*et  eetabliah> 
iag  the  bank,  which  eipressly  authorized  ait  ex- 
affltnatlonoftheboobEOf^ebaBk,  when  required, 
br  a  conioitiee  of  Coagreea.  At  to  the  neceecilf 
of  the  inquiry  propoaed,  he  prestttned  there  were 
few  of  those  near  him  who  were  aoiawnre  of  the 
Bgitaiisn  which  eziata  in  the  public  mind  on  this 
tahjeel,  and  who  did  not  peroeire  that,  from  one 
end  of  the  eoDDiry  to  tbe  other,  load  complBiDta 
were  made  <Mtnst  the  conduct  of  tbe  oGBeen  «f 
the  baaka.  It  waa  neeeasary  for  him  to  attle, 
Mr.  S.  aaid,  as  he  did  eKplioitljr  state,  that  he 
meant  to  implieate  the  caodiiet  oi  the  bank'  in  so 
retpeci ;  on  that  point  4ie  had  formed  no  opinion, 
and  would  firm  none,  until  tbe  fact*  reported  bj 
the  camioittee  aboDtd  juatifjr  bim  ia  drawing  hu 
coneluaiOMoo  (he  aabject.  So  was  neither  faoe- 
lile  to  the  bank,  nor  partionlarly  friendly ;  be 
owed  nothing  to  it ;  be  waa  the  proprietor  of  none 
of  ita  atock.  nor,  that  be  knew  of,  were  an^  of  hit 
friends.  Bat,  loai  complainta  eztaled  ^amat  tbe 
bent,  he  well  knew;  and,  wbelber  well  or  ifi- 
founded,  it  wae  eqaally  due  to  the  nation  and  lo 
the  bank  that  a  fair  inqniry  aboald  lake  place, 
and  sach  a  report  be  noade  aa  would  show  that 
the  complainls  Were  unjust,  if  sach  should  prore 
10  be  the  bet,  or,  if  otherwise,  should  exhibit  tbe. 
apeeffie  inetanees  of  miscondacl  wiich  the  eom- 
should  be  able  to  diacorer.  Tbe  objecta 
'  "  ""'^  ~ne-allthoae 
eomplaint* 
ibey  were  snbject*  respect- 
ing which  it  was  at  least  certain  that  tbe  nation 
required  information.  The  friecdt  of  the  bank, 
be  (hougbt.ought  to  solicit  the  inquiry  proposed; 
they  should  be  anxious  that  a  fall  iaTestigatitm 
ahonid  lake  place,  and  that,  too,  by  a  commiitea 
baring  no  resentmeoia  againit  the  bank  to  grati- 
fy, nor  any  feelings  of  friendship  or  attachment 
to  bias  them  against  it — by  a  committee,  depend- 
ing on  tbeir  own  inspection  for  facts,  and  not  OQ 
informatiaD  of  a  general  nature  derired  from  tbe 
Officers  of  the  bank.  A  full  and  fair  riew  of  tho 
whole  aabject,  thus  obtained,  would  be  attended 
wiib  the  most  happy  eonwquencea  to  the  natron 
and  to  tbe  bank.  If  it  should  be  shown  that  im- 
mense discounts  bad  not  been  made  to  partienlar 
penons,  for  the  purpose  of  speoulation  merdy; 
that,  by  this  means,  the  atock  of  the  bank  had  not 
been  blown  up  toto  a  bubUe  which  bad  now 
bunt;  that  the  bank  had  distribated  ita  accom- 
modations with  a  riew  to  the  accommodation  of 
the  commnnity  rather  than  of  indiridunls;  that 
it  had  used  its  best  exertions  to  accomplish,  what 
was  one  of  the  objects  of  its  establishment,  tba 
tqualisatitiD  of  the  coneocy,  as  far  aa  praeticabi*  > 


Specified  in  the  resolve,  Mr.S.aaid,  were-al 
reapeeting  which,  to  his  knowlei^t^  «om 
had  been  made;  and  tbey  were  snbjects  r 


SM 


mSIOBT  OF  COKGEISe. 


tao 


if  it  had  doo«  tU  ifaii,  and  rairlf  cadcsTarad  lo 
meet  ths  public  eip«ctBiioDa,  althoagh  it  mar 
lure  failed  ia  that  □oject,  it  would  become  ao  act 
of  jnHice  lo  rally  aroDDd  ihe  insiitutiou,  lo  m*- 
laiD  aDd  gire  ii  credit,  beoiuK  bo  one  coold 
^oubt  (be  utility  of  lucb  an  ioatitution  to  tbe 
nation,  if  properly  coodacled.  With  ibeae  ob- 
■eiTatloaa,Mr.  S.  BDbmitied  the  reioluiioo  to  the 
will  of  the  House. 

Mt.  MoLakb^  of  Delaware,  rose,  he  uid,  not  to 
ofier  aoy  oppotitioo  to  tbe  ioquirjr,  but  merely  lo 
lequest  lime  lo  give  to  the  Eubjeel  of  the  resolu- 
tioo  inch  a  con  aide  ration  ai  it*  importance  de- 
served. It  would  be  recollected  by  ihe  House, 
thai  a  resolmion  bad  paued  the  Senate  during 
Ihe  last  session,  calling  oa  the  Secrerary  of  tbe 
Treasiuy  lo  lay  before  Congress  a  particular  ac' 
count  of  ibe  siate  and  irantaclions  of  the  bank. 
This  report  might  be  expected  shortly  lo  be  laid 
before  Congress;  and  in  that  report  would,  per- 
haps, be  embraced  all  the  information  reijoired  by 
the  resoWe.  Althoogh  rumors  had  existed,  Hr. 
UcL.  said,  with  regard  lo  certain  transaciions  in 
lh«  bank,  be  ibonghl  it  would  be  well  not  lo  in- 
stitnte  an  inquiry  hastily  on  tbe  foundation  of 
mere  rumor.  He  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on 
.the  table  for  a  day,  or  for  a  loneer  time,  that  the 
Hooae  might  hara  time  to  reflect  on  it.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
'  primed. 

Mr.  SpenOBR  said  he  had  no  sort  of  objection 
to  this  coarse ;  but  be  hoped  that,  after  senilemeD 
'      "  ■  '  "        ■         jj^  jijgy  would  be  dis- 


ibe  HquB«  of  B«weMDtatiTM  wu  directed  to 
furnish  each  standing  committee  of  theHonse 
with  a  Tolume  of  the  laws  of  the  Ouited  Slates, 
haTing  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted  tbe  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  one  day: 

Rttobied,  That  the  standing  mis*  of  this  HtnMha 
smendad,  l^  resrinding  rule  ditoen,  wUeh  is  ia  thssa 

rds: 

'After  six  days  from  the  < 

I,  or  subsequent  seadon,  ol 
resolutions,   and   reports,  wbuh  i 


ahoald  have  reflected  c 
poaed  10  lake  it  up  and  act  o 


n  early  day. 


TncraBDAT,  November  20. 
Another  member,  to  wii :  from  Ohio,  Sahcbl 
HtBBioK  appeared,  and  took  his  seaL 
'  Mr.  Rbea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensions,  (be- 
■  iikg  in  form  and  substance  the  same  as  (wssed 
tbu  House  during  the  last  session,  and  fell 
through  in  tbe  Senate.}  The  said  bill  was  read 
a  Atst  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 

frtnsed  for  a  third  reading;  and  was tubsequent- 
j  read  a  third  time^  paned,  and  seiii  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  suudry  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Mobile,  who  prey  indemnity  for  certain 
losieK  sustained  by  eocAmpments  of  detachmenis 
of  the  Army  on  or  near  their  property  during 
Ihe  late  war;  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Williams  also  made  a  report  ob  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Walker,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Plbabahtb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  extending  the  term  of 
half-^y  pensions  to  the  widows  and  cbildren  of 
certain  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  who  died 
in  the  public  service;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Poihobxtbk,  the  Clerk  of 


remained  nndetennined,  shall  h 
1  on,  in  tbe  same  insnnet  *s  if  an  a^ottnuaent 
had  not  taken  place." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdtlm,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, a  oommiltee  was  apnoioted  to  prepare  aod 
report  to  this  House,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to 
Major  General  John  Stark;  and  Messrs.  Birr- 
LBB,  of  Hew  Hampshire,  Hdhtikoton,  and 
Bloohvibld,  were  appointed  ibe  said  committee. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PiiBaiDKitT 
oPTBBlIittTBDSTATca;  which  was- read,  and  ii 
as  follows : 
n  the  ITMUe  of  Sairttatiativa  of  the  VnUtd  Stata.- 

I  la*  before  the  House  of  RepissentaliTes  a  npart 
ttom  ihs  Commisiionei  of  the  Pliblic  Buildings,  made 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Benata  of  the 
SStii  of  Jsnuai;  last,  requiring  a  itateaisnt  of  the 
expenditures  upon  the  pnbUe  buildings,  and  an  «>• 
count  of  IhMT  progress  to  be  annuallj  exhibited  to 
Congress. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

NovaxBia  3S,  ISIB. 

The  Messige  and  documents  were  referred  to 
Ibe  Committee  on  tbe  Public  Baildings. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  liUes.  to  wit: 

An  act  to  increase  the  Dumber  of  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  War ;  an  act  concerning  the 
western  diitrioi  court  of  Pennsylvsnia;  and  an 
act  concerning  invalid  pemions;  were  severally 
read  tbe  third  lime,  aod  pasaed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill.  enlitM 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  lo  the  north  wing  of  tbe 
Cspiiol ;"  in  whteh  they  ask  tbe  coocarreDce  of 
tbis  House. 

Tbe  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  lo-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miodlbton,  the  bill  report- 
ed at  the  last  session  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  probioit  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  an*  pon  or  place  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  Sutei,"  passed  the  2d  of 
March,  1607,  was  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed 00  that  part  of  tbe  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  the  unlawful  iatroduation  of 
slaves  into  the  United  Stales. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  removal  of 
the  Library  of  Congress  to  tbe  north  wing  of 
the  Capitol."    The  bill  was  npoiied  witEooi 
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^MadBflDi,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  ttne 
iO-d>7>  It  was  oeeordiiiglf  read  the  third  time, 
aadputed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mehitable  Cole, 
paiied  through  a  Commlltee  of  the  Whole,  eod, 
after  Mune  remarks  in  favor  of  it  by  Mr.  Cla- 
WTT,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eogroeied  for  a 
third  reading. 

CLAIM  OP  BEAUMABCHAIB. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Smith  of  Marjland 
ia  the  chair,  oo  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representa tires  of  Caroo  de  Beaamar- 
cliait. 

[The  magDitnde  or  ibis  claim  makes  it  an  im- 

Krtant  one,  and  the  lone  imetTal  of  time  which 
a  elapsed  since  the  deht  was  contracted,  has  at 
once  tripled  the  amount  of  the  debt,  and  inrolTed 
in  some  obscurity  the  question  of  the  jnstlce  of 
the  claim.  In  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
wt|Om  the  subject  was  referred  al  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  on  which  ihia  bill  is  founded,  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  committee  were  unanimous.  This 
report,  which  is  u)  elaborate  and  able  one,  was 
read  ihrougb  to-day  by  the  Clerk.  A  report  of  a 
committee  of  a  former  Congress,  adverse  to  the 
claim,  and  equally  elaborate,'  was  also  read 
through.] 

After  the  reading  of  these  docame nis — 

Mr.  BisaBTT  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  mer- 
its of  this  claim,  impressively  urging  on  the 
House  ibe  justice  of  giving  to  the  claim  a  libe- 
ral nod  serious  consideration.  He  staled  the 
imporUnt  services  rendered  to  the  Ontted  Slates 
by  M.  Bekomarchaii,  and  the  reduced  fortunes 
of  his  heirs.  After  reading  thcwarm  expression 
of  thanks  to  that  gentleman  bj  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  stating  that  his  aid  bad  cNentially 
contribnted  to  some  of  the  most  imporlani  and 
succesaftil  events  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  Mr. 
B.  expressed  his  hope  that  the  door  would  not 
be  closed  in  the  face  of  his  representatives,  sue- 
ing  for  a  debt  Jn^tljr  doe  by  the  United  States, 
and  the  want  of  which  had  impoverished  them. 

Mr.  PiTKiN  said  that  ihi^  claim  was  of  that 
nature,  and  of  that  amount,  too,  which  required 
a  cool  cooBideraiioD  of  its  nature;  and  that  the 
House  should  closely  examine  into  its  merits  for 
themselves.  With  r^ard  to  this  claim,  some  of 
the  docnments  unfavorable  to  it  bad  been  de- 
stroyed at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  1814; 
olheiB  were  not  generally  accessible,  or  not  gen- 
erally nndEntood.  As  gentlemen  could  not  have 
bad  time  to  look  over  the  papers  at  the  present 
session,  and  it  was,  withal,  growing  late,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  that,  on 
meeting  again,  gentlemen  might  be  better  pre- 
pared than  at  present  to  go  into  a  consideration 
of  the  question. 

Whereupon  the  Committee  rose,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  agaio. 

Fbibat,  November  27. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virgioia,  Wit.- 
LiAM  Lkb  Ball,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat, 
ISthCoH.  3d  3(88.-11 


Mr.  SHtTB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Gad  Worthiogion,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Coromiitee  of  tbe  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spsnoeb,  tbe  testimony 
taken  under  commissions  issued  by  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Claims,  and 
bU  other  testimony  In  relation  to  the  claims  for 
remuneration  for  property  captnied  and  destrojred 
on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  Ute  war,  which 
were  before  the  Committee  of  Claims  during  the 
last  lessioQ,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndeb,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to 
make  any  amendment  to  the  laws  whicn  regulate 
tbe  coins  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  coins ; 
and  Messrs.  SurBBBT,  Nelaon  of  Massachaseto, 
Ibvihs,  and  Habbibon,  were  appointed  tbe  said 
committee. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Tbomas  M.  Nblsom,  the 
Committee  on  Military  A&irs  were  instructed  (o 
ioqnire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act 
passed  at  the  lest  session  of  Congress,  approve 
Che  14th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  ''An  act  regula- 
ting the  staff  of  the  Armv,  so  as  to  do  away  the 
offices  of  surgeon  general  and  assistant  surgeon 
general,  and  to  have  two  surgeons  general,  cor- 
responding to  the  present  office  of  assistant  sur- 
geon general,  with  their  present  pay,  eraoluments. 
and  duly,  who  shall  make  their  returns,  through 
tbe  adiuteiii  and  inspeotor  general,  to  the  Secre- 
tary  of  War,  as  they  now  do  through  the  surgeon 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  tbe  names  and  places  of  residence  of 
the  several  persons  placed  opon  the  pension  list 
under  the  act  of  the  last  lesaion,  providing  for 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
made  in  obedience  lo  a  resolotion  of  tbis  House, 
of  the  20th  of  April  last,  which  was  ordered  lo 
";on  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Departmentof  War  was  instructed,  ioaddition 
to  the  report  of  Revolutionary  pensioners,  made, 
to  this  House  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
last  session,  to  designate  oo  the  list  thereof,  the 
line,  corps,  or  vessel,  to  which  the  penstoner  be- 
longed, the  time  of  his  service,  and.  If  an  officer,  - 
his  rank  in  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Mr.  Spenoer  called  for  tbe  coosidetation  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  Thursday, 
for  an  inqtiiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  LowHDEa  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro- 

Firiety  of  deferring  tbe  consideration  of  the  reso- 
atioD  a  day  or  two  longer,  when  Ibe  Honse  would 
be  in  possessioB  of  laformaiion  oo  the  subject 
which  It  had  not  yet  received. 

Mr.  Spbkobr  not  giving  way  to  this  siisges- 
liou,  the  question  was  taken  whether  tbe  House 
vroold  DOW  proceed  to  consider  the  resoIutiorL 
and  decided  in  the  negaiire — ayes  62,  naya  73C 
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CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAI& 
The  House  then  agaia  reaolred  iiielf  islo  m 
Oommitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  lelief 
at  the  heirs  of  Cafon  de  Beiumarebaii. 

Mr.  PiTCiK,  of  CoDoecticnt,  opened  the  debate, 
in  oppoiitioa  to  the  bill,  in  a  speech  which  oceu- 
pied  IB  the  delirerjr  the  whole  of  the  dtr's  (it' 
lini;.  Id  the  oat«et,  he  remarked  on  the  impoi- 
uace  of  the  subjeol  in  hand ;  the  JDter«[  it  had 
excited,  and  the  feeliog  it  had  produced  in  the 
old  CoDgresi,  a«  well  aa  under  the  present  Qor- 
ernmeal,  whenever  it  had  pretented  itself  for 
coQsi deration.  During  the  exiateDce  of  the  war 
of  ibe  BeTolution,  lona  of  the  documenti  relat- 
ing to  it  bkd  miscarried,  and  some  had  been  sto- 
len Id  their  tranemission;  others  had  been  sinoe 
dselrojcd  bf  fire,,  or  orerlooked  in  the  mass  of 
pttbtifi  papers.  Huoe  the  claim  had  been  in* 
ToWed  in  moeh  mjtterf,  reqairing  close  InTesti' 
gation  to  unravel  it.  Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to 
tl}fl  examination  of  the  rabjeot,  as  it  had  been 
Twwed  br  ths  Commissioners  of  the  United 
Slates  at  Paris,  bf  the  E'rench  GoTernment,  and 
hj  the  claimants,  ta  thg  course  of  his  argument, 
ha  Tcad  extracts  from  letters  of  Arthur  Lee,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  and  Silas  Deane;  from  (be 
American  and  French  diplomatic  Tolumes;  from 
Gordon's  hisiory,  and  fiou  various  other  sources. 
From  all  these  documents,  and  connecting  all  the 
faots  disclosed  by  tbem  together,  Mr.  P.  thought 
the  conclusion  irresistible,  that  the  supplies  Uir- 
nished  bf  Caroo  de  Beaumaiehais  had  been  a 
gratuitous  aid  bjr  the  QoTernmeni  of  Frsace,  and 
not  a  private  transactiao  of  Beaumarchais.  The 
French  Qovernment,  which  had  always  disclaim- 
ed all  expectation  of  repayment  of  the  aid  thus 
afforded,  under  the  critical  circumstances  in  vhich 
it  was  then  placed,  Mr.  P.  contended,  bad  availed 
itself  of  the  cover  of  a  mercaniile  transaction, 
and  of  the  agency  of  Beaumarchais  as  the  osten- 
sible shipper  of  supplies  ;  that  It  had  done  so,  the 
public  disavowal  of  any  agency  in  this  matter 
was  no  proof  to  the  contrary,  being  a  part  of  the 
policy  of  concealment  which  dictated  ibe  em- 
ployment of  mercantile  agency  in  the  first  in- 
atanee.  This  claim,  therefore,  Mr.  P.  considered 
uwhoUy  uasnsiained,  and  founded  on  an  attempt 
dn  the  part  of  Beaumarchais  to  aggrandize  him- 
self and  family,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  secret 
agency  in  which  his  name  had  been  employed, 
and  tbat  of  the  Qorernment  and  its  officers 
wholly  concealed,  to  claim  remuneration  from 
the  United  States  for  the  supplies  sent,  as  if  the 
matted  had  been  a  speculation  of  lils  own. 

After  Mr.  P.  had  concluded  bis  remarks,  the 
Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

MoNDAT,  November  30. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Jahbb  B.  Hasoh, 
from  Rhode  Island,  and  Jobl  Abbott,  from 
Oebrgin,  appeared  and  look  their  seats, 

Mr.  Qaok  presented  a  petition  of  John  L.  Pol- 
erec2liy,  a  citizen  of  ihe  United  States,  and  who 
was  an  officer  in  the  French  forces  in  (be  service 
Of  the  United  Slates  in  the  Revolutionmiy  war, 
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KyiQg  thK  th«  benefits  of  (h«  ad  paiaeri  at  tba 
setston  of  Congreas,  for  the  relief  of  certaiH 
persons  who  served  in  the  land  and  naval  foreat 
of  the  United  SiaCBi  in  the  Bevolntiooary  war, 
may  be  extended  to  him/— Refened. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HouiBa,  the  report  of  ths 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  to  ibia  Hona 
on  the  3d  of  March  last,  in  obedtenoe  to  a  Mao> 
lution  InslrDctiag  him  to  report  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  alterations  or  modiGcaiionsare 
required  to  be  made,  in  the  emoluments  of  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  was  referred  to  the  Commll- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SxiTS,  of  Maryland,  from  the  ComraUtee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reportad  a  bill  in  additioa  to 
the  act  of  1799,  to  regatale  the  collection  of  Ae 
revenue;  [exiendiogthe  tim^of  taking  the  oath,  - 
to  twenty  days,  in  cases  of  exporiaiion  of  mer- 
chandUe  eniiiled  to  the  benefit  of  drawback  j] 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Denton,  Little  ft  Co^ 
andof  Harmon  Reodrieks,  of  New  Yorl(i  whtoli 
bills  were  severally  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  mtiia 
an  anfavorable  report  on  the  peiition  of  Certain 
coppersmiths  and  others,  of  Boston,  which  WM 
read  and  concurred  in. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  HaBBBST,  it  was 

Baohcd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  be  aotlua- 
iMd  anil  directed  to  contract  with  any  persDn  ot  par* 
■oasfortbe  priotlogoriwo  hundred  and  fifty  nopieavf 
tha  code  of  jurisprudence  fbr  the  Districlof  Colulnbiar 
prepared  sod  repoited  to  Congren  at  the  preMnt  ae*- 
slon  by  the  Chief  Jtutiee  of  the  said  District. 

Mr.  BuTLBB,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  ibat  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  tna 
relief  of  Major  Qeneral  John  Stark,  fprovidiag 
for  placing  him  on  the  pension  list,  with  a  pen- 
sion of——  dollars  per  month.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdtlib,  the  blank  was  filled 
with  the  word  *ixty,  and  thus  amended,  Ihe  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readingi 
nem.  con. 

The  SrsAXBR  laid  before  the  House  a  rspoit 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  sundry  petitions 
for  pensions  and  the  increase  of  pensiDOS|  made 
in  compliance  with  the  3d  and  Sth  sections  of 
the  act  oflDih  April,  1S06,  which  report  was  re- 
ferred to  Ihe  Committee  on  Pension*. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  to  Mehilable  Coje 
certain  lands  therein  mentioned,  was  read  (be 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WaiTHAH  offered  fur  consideration  the 
following  motion : 

BttoJMd,  The!  the  ContmiUee  on  Revoluttooaiy 
Penuons  be  instmeted  to  inquire  inia  the  ptoprietj  of 
granting  peDiians  to  aach  of  the  eoldiera  of  the  Revo- 
lution as  served  on  contlnentat  establuhment  at  leaat 
one  year  in  the  irtioJe,  though  at  diflerent  periods  of 
the  war,  and  would  hifs  been  entitled  to  the  same,  bj 
virtue  of  the  act  of  last  session,  bad  they  ceolinuea 
la  the  eenice  nnioterrupledl;  for  the  term  of  nine 
months. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  to  (be  reaolntion, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negativ«^ayes  46,  noes  60. 

A  message  from  rhe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  poased  a  bill,  glided  "A^ 
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ad  lo  incTCUe  the  u1«Vi«i'of  ceHsin  offidera  or 
Gbreromeat,"  iniriiiehtlwyuktheeoiMarMaeB 
of  ihii  Hoa3«. 

The  House  n:*ia  lemlvei]'  itieir  into  a  Com- 
mlUM  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  eeleet 
committee  on  tbeclaint  of  the  reprewnlatiTei  of 
CwoQ  ie  Beftam&rehsti. 

Mt.  Balvvin,  of  Pennsflranft,  rose  in  guppart 
of  tbeeleim;  aod  bavin;  spoken  in  defence  of  it 
fiw  Msrif  ID  boor — 

The  Commitlee  rose,  reported  progrns^  ksd 
obmiDed  letTC  lo  ait  again. 

BANK  OP  TBI  IWrrBD  VTATBa. 

The  House  bavibg  agreed  now  to  proceed  to 
ihe  eoQiideralion  of  the  resolution  moved  b^  Hr. 
Spbhcix.  of  New  Tork,  a  few  daf  s  b(o,  in  the 
words  following; 

Raehtd,  That  a  cmhiuIIm  be  anointed  to  ia 
the  books,  and  alanine  into  the  piocaedingi  o 
Bank  of  the  United  Statw,  and  to  report  wketbai  tbe 
proviaion*  ofka  chatter  have  been  violated  «  not,  and 
partieolarlj  to  nport  wbelbar  the  inilalmenti  of  tbe 


StatM,  01  wbeAsT  ibaj  were,  ia 
what  amount,  pud  bj  the  procaed*  of  ibm 
•tedUHiMen,  diaeovDted  tat  that  pnrpoM ;  aad  alio  t 
retrart  the  namea  af  thMe  peraona  lAo  bow  own  c. 
who  have  owiMd  aAj  pait  of  tlw  oapilal  atacfc  of  Iha 
aatd  bank,  and ttaaiaowU«fdiaaoaala,ifaar,tBnah 
pannaia  raapactiaal;,  and  whan  made;  .and  alio  to  !•• 
part  wbather  the  aaid  bank,  or  aaj  of  ita  offieaa  of  dw- 
oociDt  mA  d^oaite,  have  mlued  to  pa;  the  nota*  of 
tha  hank  In  ipsme  ea  dadand,  and  have  lafoaed  to  ra- 
eaiva,  in  pajm«nt  of  dabta  dua  (s  tbem  «i  eilbei  of 
thane,  the  nolaa  of  Iba  bank,  and  whetbai  tba  bank,  or 
any  of  itaoAcaaof  diacoont,  or  an;  of  their  officeia  or 
aaOBta,  have  aald  drtfta  npon  other  officei  or  upon  the 
bank,  at  an  advance,  and  nave  leeeived  a  preuiom  ftr 
aDch  drafiii  alio  the  ameontof  the  notes  laraed,  pay- 
~  0  at  FhiMelphlih  and  at  each  office  ofdlaconnt  re- 
tivel;,'  and  the  amonot  of  capital  aarfgned  to  eadi 

t,  together  with  tbe  amoont  of  tta  pohHc  depoaitea 

mads  at  tbe  bank  and  at  eadi  office,  and  an  acoenat 
of  the  tranafcra  thataof ;  and  the  total  anMont  of  bilb 
Bid  notea  diaeomitad  by  tbe  bank  and  ita  aaveni  oS- 
caa  ainca  iM  orgaaiaaAoB.  That  tbe  laid  aomnittae 
have  leave  to  meat  iaihadir  of  PMladelpbia,  and  ta 
ratnabi  tbeta  aa  lo^  aa  may  ba  neesisairi  that  tfaay 
shall  have  Mwat  to  sand  for  pnsons  aad  papain  and 
ta  anaploj  the  TOfniwta  dsAs,  tha  eipscwa  of  whioh 
skall  ba  andttad  lad  aHowad  bylheOonmiittaaof  Ao. 
oaaoU,  and  paid  eat  of  the  aaalingent.  fiind  of  thia 
Ibwae. 

Mr.  McLtira,  of  ttaltiwan,  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  object  of  ihe  proposed  inqnirf, 
llioagh  he  liad  some  objeciioa  to  loe  form  given 
(O  it.  He  thought  ilcoaiemplateda  wider  scope 
of  inqoinr  than  was  within  ihe  power  of  Con- 
gress. He  referred  to  Ihe  act  ineorparating  the 
Dank,  and  quoted  so  much  of  it  as  reserved  lo 
Congress  the  power  to  appoiot  a  committee  to 
examine  its  books,  ftc,  for  the  porpoae  of  ascer- 
taioiag  whether  or  not  the  Miijk  has  violated  its 
charter.  He  drew  a  distinction  between  thia  power 
Knd  that  of  ippointiog  a  committee  to  ini^et  the 


aMctival;,'  ■ 
(ASee,  togetli 


books>aQiI  proeeediftga  of  ^  baak,  for  the  Kii- 
pose  of  reportiflg>  to  this  Hoaie  and  pDhliahlnf 
to  atl  the  world  all  its  iraBsaclioni,  of  whatever 
uature.  The  specification  of  the  objeeis  of  in- 
quiry was  M  little  neoessarv  to  the  main  objeet 
of  the  resotalioB,  tbai  it  wooid  loae  aoihiog  of  its 
effect  hf  ttrikiog  tham  all  ooL  The  inquiry  ilito 
the  amount  of  dieeouDta  to  a  parihiD^T  elasB  of 
individnals^oT  example,  he  considered  as  eXeep* 
tionable.  The  right  of  lending  money  ia  vested 
in  Ihe  bank,  at  its  diaeretioD,  to  wbonnoeTer  it 
shall  choose.  If  it  have  even  enreiaed  that  power 
iadisereetly,  it  is  immtlerial  ts  this  Hone,  with 
reference  lo  a  violalion  of  its  ohanev,  (the  object 
of  inqniry,)  to  whom  dlsooasis  have  been  made. 
If  the  House  went  so  far  aa  was  proposed  in  thia 
respect,  it  should  go  further.  It  shoald  authorin 
a  report  to  be  made  of  the  names  c^  all  those 
w^o  bare  applied  for  dieoounts  at  the  bank,  and 
been  refused )  and  also  an  inquiry  into  the  obftf 
treterand  solvenoy  of  all  those  persons,  in  order 
to  make  that  branch  of  Aa  iaqatrjr  e^ettuL 
The  necessary  powen  in  Ala  Te8|wM,  Mr.  HoLt 
said,  the  eommmee  of  this  House  would  havt^ 
under  the  eharter,  wiihont  a  apeoifitation  of  tk« 
objects  of  inqairy;  if  the  committee  bad  not,  tia* 
det  tbe  cfaarier,  the  powen  proposed  to  be  given 
to  it,  the  specifiotiiioa  would  not  eeuftr  them. 
Since,  then,  the  ipeciScaiien  w«b  unneceasary, 
and  the  reaoloijon,  divested  of  it  would  answer 
every  object  the  gentleman  baa  In  view,  Hr. 
McL.  moved  to  amend  the  tewrfation,  by  etriklnr 
oat  all  that  part  of  it  aAer  ttie  words  "violated 
or  not,"  near  the  beginnins,  to  tbe  word  "orgKO- 
hation,"  near  the  end  of  it,  inclusive.  This 
would  leave  the  inquiry  as  broad  and  comprehen- 
sive as  tbe  nature  of  the  subject  would  permit, 
and  would  divest  the  reaolve  of  ita  objectionaUa 

Mr.  Spbkdir  opposed  the  amendment  mond 
by  Mr>McLAHB.  As  to  tbe  (lowets  of  tbe  Hottia^ 
the  language  of  the  rcsolntion  was  ibat  of  the 
eharter,  respectisg  tbe  power  of  i«iniry  rtserved 
(oCoi^ess.  Tbe  gentleman  seemed  to  auppose 
that  a  oomaritlee  of^Congreas,  appointed  for  tbe 
pufpose,  might  report  wnether  the  cbsncr  wna 
viofaied  ot  not,  boi  were  not  at  libeitr  to  report 
the  faota  on  wbieh  that  opioioo  was  fttunded. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  wheO  a  power  Is  given,  tb« 
means  of  carrying  that  power  iato  ezeestiou  aio 
also  Rtveti.  If  the  power  were  given  lo  rnquira 
witether  the  charier  of  the  bank  bad  been  violated 
or  not,  it  irresistibly  followed  thai  the  power  was 
alsogiven  to  report  lbs  he la  which  bad  led  l« 
that  conolusioa.  But  the  genttmMn  objeeted, 
thnt  sueb  a  report  would  involve  the  exposure  of 
private  aoeounis,  Ur.  S.  said  he  thought  he  had 
BOI  examined  the  resolution  with  his  oaual  at- 
tention; if  be  would  read  it  again,  he  would  find 
that  DO  private  account  whatever  was  proposed 
to  be  examined,  except  iheaccoBnts of  tbe  stock- 
holders,  *o  far  as  to  the  amount  of  discouDls 
which  they  ii»y  have  received.  No  inquiry  was 
proposed  as  to  the  balanoe  of  private  individual^ 
aceoQDls}  none  as  to  tbeir  deposites;  none  as  to 
the  amoant  of  the  dabts  whlali  ihay  may  aow  owe 
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commencemeDt  of  the  operatioDs  of  the  bank. 
The  reioIuiioQ  does  not  imply  that  the  dockhold- 
en  were  not  justly  entitkd  (o  the  accommoda- 
tioa  they  have  receired,  nor  doea  it  queaiioD  their 
■olreDcyj  but  the  particular  inquiry  objected  to 
M  essential,  uid  Mr.  S.,  to  enable  at  to  make 
up  our  minds  whether  (he  bank  haa  acted  cur- 
Teotly  01  not.  The  object  of  the  resolution,  Mr. 
8.  went  on  to  say,  did  not  appear  to  be  precisely 
vndeislood,  perhaps  owing  lo  his  own  neglect 
not  more  carefully  to  eiplain  it.  Its  object  was 
twofold  i  to  inquiie,  first,  whether  tfaeie  had  been 
a  Tiolation  of  the  charier  oi  not;  and,  secondly, 
whelhei  improper  discounts  bad  not  bean  made 
to  stociiholder*,  &c.  The  mode  of  violation  of 
the  chatter  being  pointed  out  in  that  instrument, 
seeded  no  more  precise  definition  than  that  eoa- 
taiaed  in  the  first  clause  of  the  resolve.  Then 
followed,  however,  in  the  lesolntion,  other  ob- 


tion  of  the  pnuic  has  been  directed.  To 
pli«)|  this  object  another  power  had  been  given, 
10  send  for  persons  and  papers.  It  did  not  fol- 
low, because  lite  committee  was  to  report  on  these 
particnlar  instances,  that  the  committee  was  to 
derive  its  information  from  the  books  of  the  bank 
alone.  There  were  other  means  at  their  disposal  j 
they  might  examine  papers  not  belonging  lo  the 
batu,  and  person*  having  personal  knowledge  of 
its  transactions.  An  objection  had  been  raised, 
as  he  had  understood,  and  to  which  (though  not 
yet  nrged  in  this  House)  be  would  advert,  that 
this  specification  pf  particular  points  of  inquiry 
appeared  to  contain  a  censure  upon  the  bank,  or 
on  the  conduct  of  its  officers.  It  was  not  so  in- 
tended, Mr.  S.  saidj  nor  did  he  think  such  an  in- 
ference could  be  fairly  drawn  from  the  words  of 
the  resolve.  It  embraced  some  points  of  inquiry 
involving  no  misconduct  in  their  result — that,  for 
example,  resnecttDg  the  refusal  of  the  baak  to 
ray  specie  for  the  notes  of  its  branches,  &«, 
There  were  few  who  would  say  that  that  meas- 
me  was  an  evidence  of  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  the  baak,  much  teis  that  it  was  a.  violation  of 
its  charter;  because  such  a  measure  may  have 
been  necessary  and  unavoidable  in  the  present 
state  of  the  money  concerns  of  the  country.  The 
leeolution  was  not  intended  to  convey  charges 
against  the  bank,  but  to  embrace  all  the  topics 
lespeating  which  the  public  mind  bad  been  agi- 
Uted,  and  to  obtain  a  report  thereon  from  a  re- 
■pecuble  committee  of  this  House.  As  to  the 
facts  which  rendered  such  an  inquiry  neceisary, 
it  bad  been  sn^jested  that  mere  general  rumot 
was  not  a  sufficient  foundation  for  this  House  to 
net  upon.  Mr.  8.  said,  he  had  meant  to  be  under* 
stood  as  having  introduced  this  resolution,  not 
under  the  infiueneeof  general  rumor  merely,  but, 
as  he  now  staled,  he  had  individual  information 
which  left  him  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  most  of 
the  nutations  which  he  had  heard  on  thissab- 
jecL  With  respect  to  the  fact  of  the  garment  of 
;be  SMMd  iosialmeBt  by  discounu  to  the  stock- 


holders, the  letter  of  Mr.  Lloyd  10  a 

this  House,  and  now  on  its  mas,  established  that 
fact  i  and  from  the  circular  letters  of  the  cashiers 
of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  published  for  infor- 
mation in  the  public  prints,  he  had  evidence  of 
the  refnsal  to  pay  the  notes  of  the  bank  or  its 
branches,  except  where  issued.  There  seemed,' 
therefore,  lo  be  sufficient  information  to  authorize 
an  inquiry— sufficient,  at  least,  to  induce  a  belief 
that  there  wns  somethiug  to  excite  the  ajgitation 
which  alt  knew  to  exist  in  the  public  mind.  It 
had.  indeed,  appeared  to  him  to  tie  due  from  him 
to  tne  Honse,  to  slate  what  charges  he  had  heard 
against  the  bank,  and  vhal  were  the  ot^ffcts  to 
which  he  was  led  to  direct  the  inquiries  of  the 
committee.    It  had  appeared  to  him  proper,  also, 

let  ihe  bank  and  the  community  know  to  what 
objects  the  inquiry  was  pointed.  He  could  see 
DO  harm  from  the  specific  designation  of  Ihe  ob- 
jects of  the  inquiry;  but,  on  the  contrary,  be  said, 
good  might  be  anticipated,  for  the  reasons  already 
stated.  With  these  views  he  could  not  assent  to 
the  modification  proposed,  and  shoald  feel  it  to 
be  ht!  duty  to  vote  agaioft  it. 

Mr.  LownnEB,  of  South  Carolina,  commenced 
his  remaiks  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment, 
by  saying  that  he  should  not  vote  for  it  from  any 
apprehension  of  defect  of  power  in  the  Honae  to 
proawute  the  inquiry  in  the  terms  proposed.  He 
nad  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  House,  if  tha 
pnblle  interest  required  it,  to  direct  a  committes 
to  make  such  a  report.  He  decidedly  objected, 
hewever,  to  the  specifications  proposed  to  b» 
stricken  out,  on  ibe  gionnd  that,  if  retained,  the 
inference  would  follow,  that  certain  allegations 
were  therein  embraced,  the  trulh  trf  which  being 
confirmed  by  inquiry,  the  censure  of  Congress 
if  not  Ihe  penalty  due  lo  a  violation  of  the  chnr- 
ler,  would  follow  of  course.  If  a  committee 
should  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  the  bank 
has  violated  its  charier,  and,  particularly,  whether 
it  has  paid  its  iostalments  by  discounts,  dbc,  the 
impression  would  be  made  on  the  mind  of  everf 
man  that  the  committee  bad  nothing  to  do  but  to 
asoeriain  these  facts,  to  prove  the  charter  of  the 
bank  to  have  been  violated.  It  did  not  comport 
with  jusiic%  nor,  Mr.  L.  thought,  with  the  dig- 
nity of  ibe  House ;  in  a  casC)  Um,  where  the  gen- 
tleman himself  knew  the  priociplea  invdved  to 
be  sBMKptible  of  much  ar|ament  and  diacuaatMa 
for  and  against  tkem,  to  force  ihe  public  mind, 
as  it  were,  to  the  conclnsion  that,  certain  fael» 
being  proved,  Ihe  charter  of  the  bank  will  ba 
proved  to  have  been  violated.  Therefore,  he  wna 
m  favor  of  excluding  the  specifications;  With 
regard  to  the  objects  of  them,  be  had  no  objec- 
tion wbaiever  to  an  inquiry  on  those  and  all 
others  that  might  be  su^esied.  The  nation,  said 
he,  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  conduct  and  man- 
agemeot  of  ihe  bank;  our  duty  to  the  people 
whom  we  represent,  the  national  interest  as  own- 
ers of  a  large  portion  of  the  stock,  its  interest  in 
the  revenues  being  wholly  payable  in  the  notes 
of  that  bank,  wilPjustify  us  in  a  constant  and 
vigilant  attention  to  its  proceedings.  If  there 
had  been  a  doubt  whether  liie  conduct  of  the  hank 
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bad  bMO  propet  or  Dot,  Mt.  L.  Mid,  the  House 
WM  foltr  jastiSed  in  inrcsti^tinff  iDto  the  facts, 
aod  Inqairine  whether  abnsei  had  been  commit- 
ted or  not.  Such  bd  inTeatigatioD  be  coosidered 
at  preteDt  not  oolr  inteTesting  to  the  public,  bat 
neceaniy  to  the  biDk.  Haoy  imputatioas  had 
been  thrown  on  the  bank,  the  resolt  of  disap- 
pointed expeetatioDB,  where  the  erpeetalions 
them9et*ea  nad  been  un  reason  able ;  and  it  was 
the  inteiesi  of  the  bank  that  a  full  inqairjr  should 
take  place.  Reenrring  to  the  observation  of  the 
^ecl  the  specifications  in  the  reaolotioa  would 
hare  on  the  paMie  mind,  Mr.  L.  Mid,  while  he 
would  theretwe  ezelnde  them,  at  the  ume  time 
TotuE  for  anf  inquiry  in  its  broadeat  shape,  he 
would  TcraiDd  gentlemen  of  some  circumstances 
connected  with  the  eootenis  of  the  resolre.'  The 
morer  of  it  bad  himself  refened  to  a  report  made 
by  a  committee  of  this  Rovse  appointed  lo  ia- 
qaire  iolo  the  subject  trf  the  payment  of  the  sec- 
ond instalment  on  the  stock  of  the  bank  by  dis- 
eomita — a  report  made  at  a  time  when,  it  that 
course  had  been  wrong,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  hare  prerented  it.  The  fact  of  a 
genei«l  regnlation  baring  been  adopted  for  dis- 
coanliBg  notes  for  mrment  of  the  second  f  nstal- 
nent,  was  aeknowleaged  to  the  eommillee,  who 
jret  reported  to  this  Home  a  recommend  a  lion 
that  the  commitiev  4ie  dlnharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mt.  L.  aaid  be  would  not  now  enter  Into  in 
inmiigation  of  the  condaet  of  the  bank  on  that 
occasion ;  his  impression  at  the  time  had  been, 
dtmt  the  arran^ment  was  beneficial  to  the  com- 
tnanltf,  by  foeiHtatiag  and  expediting  the  organ- 
iiatitm  of  ihe  bank,  £e. ;  but  that  it  was  an  im- 
prudent tme,  on  the  ^rt  of  the  diTCClOrs  of  that 
institntioD,  whose  object  it  should  be  to  adhere 
to  the  very  line  of  their  daty,  as  pointed  out  by 
th.e  ebarier.  The  point,  however,  to  which  he 
tleslred  to  call  the  attention  of  ibe  House,  was, 
tikat  when  the  correetire  and  remedy  were  ia 
their  bands,  if  the  act  was  wrong,  a  committee 
haring  beeu  inalructed  lo  inquire  into  it,  and 
having  reported  Ihe  fact,  die  House  had  not 
thougot  proper  to  iuterfere  at  all  in  the  bnsiness. 
Under  theae  circumstances,  said  he.  it  would  be 
harsh  indeed,  at  this  late  hour,  availing  ourselves 
of  the  new  lights  which  experience  has  afforded 
ui,  to  censure  Ihe  bank  for  having  done  that  to 
which,  at  the  time,  we  leeitly  consented.  A 
distiaelion,  of  coune,  must  be  drawn  between 
Ihe  second  and  third  instalments,  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  payment;  the  payment  of  the  Utter  by 
noteij  dlicounied  for  thai  purpose,  everybody 
anticipated.  The  bank  was  then  in  foil  opera- 
tion, aisoonaiing  all  Kood  paper  offered  to  it,  and 
could  not  be  expected  to  pass  a  law  of  exclnsion 
in  re^rd  to  its  own  stocknolders,  who  had  as  fair 
a  claim  at  least  as  others  to  accommodation ; 
indeed,  there  never  perhaps  had  ^one  a  bank  into 
operation  in  which  the  same  thing  had  not  oc- 
curred ;  It  was  therefore  expecled  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates  in  regard  to  ibe  third  instal- 
ment on  its  atoek,  and  conld  not  be  considered  as 
forming  a  grooDd  of  complaint  against  it.    An- 


other specific  object  of  the  inquiry  was,  whether 
the  bank  or  its  branches  had  sold  drafts  and  re- 
ceived a  premium  thereon.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  had  staled,  with' great  candor,  as  he 
undetslood  him,  Ihat  he  did  not  consider  it  aa 
imputation  on  the  bank  that  it  bad  refused  to  pay 
specie  for  its  notes  at  any  other  branch  than  t&at 
from  which  they  issued ;  and  that  he  therefore 
did  not  mean  to  contend  lhat  the  bank  ought  to  ^ 
have  made  its  paper  and  that  of  ils  branches  pay-  * 
able  indifferently  at  the  bank  or  at  any  end  all  of 
its  branches.  Connected  very  closely  with  this 
subiecl,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  the  piacltce  of  selling 
draiison  distant  baaks  for  a  premium.  He  knew, 
he  said,  that  mach  of  the  diMpprobation  of  ihe 
condnci  of  the  bank  proceeded  from  the  diup- 
pointmeni  of  an  expeciaiioa  that  it  would  emit 
and  sustain  a  currency  which  should  be  of  equal 
value  throughout  ibeUnion;  and,  it  might  be  of 
some  importance,as  many  of  the  members  of  the 
piesent  Congress  were  not  members  of  the  last, 
to  advert  to  circumstances  which  proved  that 
the  expectation  referred  to  was  never  entertained 
in  this  Honse  at  the  lime  the  bank  was  incorpo- 
rated. The  Congress  which  preceded  that  by 
which  the  bank  was  established.  Mr.  L.  said,  had 
bad  under  its  considera lion  a  bill  for  establisking 
a  bank,  one  clause  of  which  did  provide  that  the 
bank  and  all  its  branches  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  the  notes  of  each  other;  by  which  mean^  tf 
practicable,  the  paper  of  all  would  have  been 
everywhere  of  an  eqnal  value.  That  clause,  how- 
ever, was  not  inserted  in  the  bill  which  aclualty 
passed.  If  there  were  no  other,  this  would  be 
sufficient  proof,  from  the  records  of  the  House, 
that  it  was  not  expecled  that  a  etirreacy  lhat 
Aonld  he  everywhere  of  equal  valua  would  be 
established.  But,  further:  in  the  act  incorpora- 
ting the  bank,  there  is  a  provision  that  the  bank 
shall  charge  nothing  to  the  Qovernmeat  for  dif- 
ference of  exchange.  Was  this  not,  Mr.  L.  asked, 
positiva  proof  that  it  was  expected  that  the  bank 
would  cnarge  in  some  caaes  the  difineDce  of 
exchange  T  Was  it  not  proof  thai  it  was  the 
expectation  of  the  framers  of  the  law  that  the 
present  state  of  ifaioffs  would  result  1  He  would 
not  enter  at  alt  into  Uie  general  qnestion  whether 
it  would  or  would  not  be  possible  for  the  Bank  of 
Ibe  United  Slates  to  equalize,  without  great  loss, 
the  exchange  between  different  sections  of  the 
country,  if  by  their  charter  they  were  bound  to 
do  so.  If  it  were  practicable,  il  would  be  even 
DOW  their  interest  to  do  it;  bat,  Mr.  L.  Midjjis 
believed  it  would  be  wholly  impraciicable.    The 

?uestion  wtu  not,  however,  whether  il  waspossi- 
le  for  the  United  Stales  to  effect  it,  whether  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  country  or  to  the  in- 
stitutioa,  but  whether  the  bank  was  bound  to 
effect  the  object.  The  exclusion  of  the  clanaa 
having  this  object,  after  it  bad  been  included  in 
a  likebill  before  Congress,  at  the  preceding  ses- 
sion, and,  iu  addition,  the  express  exeeplioo  of 
the  Ooverument  from  all  charge  for  difference  of 
exchange,  showed  thai  it  was  not  expected  of 
the  bank.  If,  however,  he  were  to  go  inio  the 
discussion  of  thepracticabtilty  ofcstabtishiog  a 
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MFoabiiiDg  madinm  of  «g«aL  Tsloe  i*  ererv  pait 
•f  ibe  coDDtr}'.  it  would  appear  Dot  only  tWt  in 
tb«  TcaBon  ef  iLe  ibina  it  wi»  not  practicable,  but 
experience  also  would  «haw  that  in  a  large  em- 
nire  it  i>  Tiiioaary  to  look  for  it.  Ev«a  in  Btu- 
Tand,  ai  g^ntlemea  wrll  koav,  whea  the  bank 
paid  in  apeeie,  tbe  value  of  a  bank  note  in  difier- 
43it  pailt  of  [be  oonaity  wa*  not  ibe  sBiae.  Tbete 
wa*  a  settled  rate  afexcbangebeiwaenSdinbo^ 
widLoDdtHi,andV*«*6ea  alTibe imnoTtanl  towna 
ID  Great  SriUin  ;  and  iheBank  of  Sngland,  witb 
•verp  advwiiage,  inproved  by  ao  hgadied  yean 
«f  expedience,  liad  neret  been  able  to  aacomplub . 
tbat  oli^ect.  Tbe  ioqairy,  bowever,  wat  nol 
whetbet  the  objeel  was  practicable  or  possible, 
but  wbeiber  tbe  bank  was  bound  to  efiect  it;  and 
be  bad  sbown  that  it  was  noL  Objeclioos  of  a 
URularnatnre  might  be  urged  to  raost  of  ibe. 
•pe«ifioalionE  in  tfieiejolfe;  butit  was  suffiueni, 
Loaar  thai,  if  neemary,  the  committee,  under 
ike  fflaeral  lernu  of  inquiry,  would  feel  them- 
mIvm  at  Liberty  to  inquire «ad  lepori  on  any  of 
!tb«FoittU  in  qaesiiiui;  that  do  additional  power 
eaafd  be  conferred  on  tbe  committee  by  descend- 
isg  lo  pariioulart;  aad  that  to  retain  the  apecjfi- 
jcalion  might  produce  an  im&r«sMon  tbat  tbe 
Bwuebaa  det<!rmiiMdceitaiDlactB,if  prbied,  to 
«froomliiaif •  «gaia«t  the  bank,  wbiUt  the  Honse 
ui,  iu  £aot^  eipressed  no  opinion  upon  ibem. 
"TbeM  was  anubu  objectioa,  of  a  different  kind, 
latba  terms  of  tbe  retolTe  as  it  now  stood:  iJiat 
it  ifeoified  certam  objeats,  to  wbiob  it  in  a  man- 

51  thoa  limiied  the  proponi  tnqaity,  wbiUl,  in 
ippiDiftB,  there  were  ^auy  faclanot.teferred  to. 
•%apUy  if  net  more  importast  to  the  banki  and 
to  tbe  pu^o  iotcfe^ta,  ibaa  those  vbich  were. 
Without  jDsii^ing  or  Gensuriog  ibe  aondnet  of 
libe  bank,  without  elprestisg,  iu  a  pareniheBi(,or 
by  inuendo,  pn  optuioD  uniaTotable  to  ii,  Mr.  L. 
said  be  ihoiuht  it  would  be  proper  to  i^sttiute  a 
•opmillea  in  inquiry,  and  leave  ibain,  on  their 
•WB  respooaibililr,  to  settle  tbe  priaciplea  on 
Kbieb  they  should  proceed  in  it,  and  to  report  | 
aecwdingly.  He  was  in  favor  of  leaving  tbe 
afiWoni'lBe  wholly  unfttteied,  except  by  their  own 
opiBioQitf  what  was  required  by  the  public  aood; 
fAd  therefore  boped  tbe  amendment  would  he. 
agreed  to. 

Hr.  QpBaoGB  again  rose.  He  look  a  diiereot 
View  of  his  (wn  motion  from  that  whicb  had 
bfta  Ukea  by  the  geoileiBan  who  ^d  preceded  ( 
him.  Thefitst  btaiwk  of  it  embraced  a  duiioet 
ImbatantiTe  oliijeat  of  ioqairy,  whether  the  bajik 
baa  violated  its  cbarler.  l^heresolniiop  tbea  re- 
oiled  other  objecia  of  inquiry,  on  which  ioforoia- 
tion  was  desirable,  by  which  the  Hoiue  might 
Jw  induced  to  exercise  or  refrain  from  exeroiuju 
its  diecietion  of  requesiinjr  a  removal  of  the  di- 
fcctots  on  the  pail  of  the  United  Stales,  dtc.  Af- 
ter denyiag  tbat  ifae  enumeration  of  objects  lim- 
ited the  range  of  inquiry  to  tbe  comroitiee.  Mr. 
B.  proceeded  to  notice  the  observation  of  Mr. 
LovHDsa,  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  admitted  that  the 
baak  was  not  ceniurable,  perhaps,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  currency,  for  not  paying  specie  for 
the  notes  of  ilsbrooohes,  &c.    1  nightnave  pro-: 


csaded.  said  Mr.  S.,  and  pwhapa  ovgbt  to  have 
remarked,  tbat  it  was  a  proper  sui^et  of  inquiry, 
bow  ht  the  slate  of  the  curreDoy  fcfiBrred  lo  has 


was  chartered,  loud  oomplaiflts  ware  made  against 
tbe  State  baoks,  tbat  [bey  bad  iuiKd  a  huge 
amount  of  ootas  without  a  specie  basi^whien 
bad  of  course  ceased  to  oirculate  out  of  i&eir  im- 
mediate vicinity,  czsepl  at  a  great  r«ie  of  depra- 
ciation.  This  luatitmion  was  establisbad  to  rem- 
edy the  eviL  and  was  founded  en  a  basisof  specie 


and  of  public  debt,  so  solid  that  it  i 


[  would  never  be  distressed  for  the  meant 


aupj 


ipposed 
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sable  M> 

sustain  tbe  currency  as  well  as  the  credit  of  tbe 
couDtry.  But,  inttead  of  ccrreeting  tbe  evil,  tbe 
bank  bad  pursued  the  same  course  (a*  he  andet- 
Etood  it)  as  the  Slate  banks,  and  made  lbiw> 
worse  than  ihey  were.  Instead  of  goM  and  su- 
ver,  and  public  debt,  ii  had  teceiva^in  paymaRt 
of  its  instalments,  the  credit  of  Individuaia  as  1^ 
basis  on  which  to  usue  its  jtotes  and  carry  on  iu 
operations.  How  far,  ibeiafere,  tbe  presut  state 
of  the  currency  was  attributable  to  this  ii)stiia- 
lion  itself^  Mr.  S.  said  ha  w^  no!  prepared  to 
answer.  -He  wished  for  iacts  to  enable  him  to 
decide.  Wbaisver,  Mr.B.  failher  nid,  bod  bean 
the  ejpectaiion  in  Congrofe  M  tbe  time  of  pua- 
ing  tbe  bank  law  respeai;tng  tneftlabtiahnaeqtjlif 
it  of  an  4inifofa  nauoool  currency,  the  faat;fras 
olherwita  with  the  pnblio}  ood  it  beenaw propw 
for  btm  ID  show  op  wbot  giaanila  tbe:pablifr«z- 
peciation  reeled.  Tbe  first  dootmuBt  on  ibeaob- 
tect  to  wblcb  ^e  refetred  was  tbe  Ueaa^ge  of 
President  Madison  to  CangTe«^  of  Deoemper  9, 
18)5,  in  wbiob  ibe  establisbSHnt  of  a  bank  woe 
Miggestqd  as  the  nuty)s  «f  Hstonog  tbe  cnma^r 
ottbe  country  from  its  disosdei^  slaWi  aoid, 
lte;^;be  referred  lo  the  anntial  report  of  Mr.Saq- 
reisry  Dalks,  about  the  same  petted,  whercJa  he 
proposed  ine  esiablisbmeBt  of  a  I4«tioiiial  Boak, 
as  the  meaqs  of  etlablishing  an  uniform  Dationv 
currency.  With  theHiaduoetnentsbefore  thom, 
Congress  had  passed  the  Jaw,  and  U  was  not 
without  tra«Dn  the  pttblie  axpeoted,  from  vb»t 
had  be^o  predicted  of  it  o<Ut  nf  CoBgrass,if  ,n9t 
on  this  fleor,  ibai  tbe  ibank  wonld  be  tba  tnaasa 
ofesnblisbii^aaii&ifarmnaiioniilcafiescy.  JiU 
had,  however,  been  ioforoKd  1^  maiy  wfco  wew 
members  of  Coagreas,  (hat  tbe  only  «oiuide(»- 
tion  which  bad  induced  them  to  vttte  for  ibe  bill 
for  establishii^  tbe  bank,  was,  thai  it  woe  «■• 
peeled  to  restore  aa  unifomi  nalisnal  ewrtflof. 
Thus  much,  Mr.  S.  wd,  he  tbougbt  Mcatsorr 
to  state,  to  justify  that  part  of  tha  inquiry  whioQ 
relates  lo  Ibe  fact  «f  the  bank's  having  refuacil 
to  tedeem  with  specie  the  notes  of  iu  branobea. 
Slit.  BecBsae,  if  the  faet  were  so,  the  coDMaiitee 
would  iitqulre  whether  it  was  owing  to  osoaea 
not  wilbin  the  control  of  the  bank,  or  to  ifce 
miaconduot  of  ibe  latter.  This  inquiry,  be  said, 
was  nroperly  embraced  in  the  reiolution,  allbougb 
it  dia  not  go  to  establish  tbe  fact  of  a  violfttioa 
of  the  charter  of  ihe  bank.  There  were  remedins 
.io-tbe  power  of  the  OovcumeM  lo  corteciwif 


mamm  op  coHGaoEBs. 


»»i 


Bmk  ^tht  aaud  -StaUt. 
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aJMoadiHt  thort  of  %  Ttoktioo  a(  iti  abartcr  on 
111*  port  of  (be  btok:  it  was  id  the  power  of 
CoDgrcH  lo  reqnMt  Um  Mmonl  of  the  direetanj 
M  direct  the  depwUei  of  tlie  Oorennnenl  to  be 
wilbdrawB  from  the  baok,  or  to  declare  Uui>  the 
BDtei  of  the  bank  akoaUl  no  loBger  be  receired 
»)uyiBeDtofddtHa.  ThereirMlbenforeabiu- 
daot  reeeoD  for  ioqair;  into  aay  par.lieutar  mie- 
condact  of  thefauk,  thoagb  itehauAnotamoaiii 
to  a  riolatioo  of  ii«  ahaTter. 

Mr.  LowxDU  made  a  few  olher  Bemaiki  in 
liTorof  iheamendaieai;  amoaff  wkieh  wai  tbia: 
ikat  he  oeuld  noi  oometve  what  greater  power 
Stty  jcemmiuee  ootdd  desire  over  «  bank  Ibaa  a 
tarU  UmcAe  to  ezamioe  into  its  whole  procced- 

^The  qneeiioo  haviog  been  taken  on  the  pio- 
pMfd  aipepdment,  wae  deeided  in  the  affirma- 
lire— feas  SS,  says  64. 

Mr.  LowHDBS,  then,  to  make  the  in^airy  ae 
MvprekeoKve  aa  poMifaLe,  moved  to  tBiwt,  after 
Ihe  wnrda  "Bank  of  the  United  Staiei,"  -* 
•wofde  '*u>  rcpoTi  ibeieoa.** 

Mr.  Spchmr  anggeateda  diffenUAmeiidini 
for  direetiog  the  otauttillee  alw  to  inqairc  into 
Ike  iAMBiHca  at  taieeoniloot  on  the  pari  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  or  .of  aef  of  its  officea  of 
4iecoiint  sod  de^oxle. 

i&t,  LowaDSB  paid  he  preferred  hie  own  mo- 
tioD, since  thai  of  Mr.  S.  would  oonray  an  impo- 
lUion  OK  the  eondaot  of  the  directors,  when  it 
'VMonly  tkeobject of  tbeHffiHetoifiqiiire  what 
l^*t  conduct  bad  been. 
-  -TbeaiBendiiMMofHr.LowMi>Bswtte adopted. 

Mr.  Babbodr,  of  Virginia,  mored  to  ttrlke 
■>  nuefc  of  the  ceeolnuoa,  aa  aneoded,  as  ^ 
ieitre  to  the  cammiuee  to  meat  io  the  city  of 
Philadelphia ;  vbioh,  it  appeared  to  him,  was  nol 
neceuary  to  retain.  With  mp«ct  to  an  iospec- 
tioD  of  the  books  of  the  baak,Tf  the  Decesaary 
book*  eootd  not  be  brengfat  here,  he  should  rap 
pose  the  Hoasa  might  safely  rely  on  transcripti 
•Blade  bylb  of&mtnat  (he  baw,  under  (he  m- 
■pnrlim  fthi  riirrrtrrTs  nmfrillr.  of  whom  fire 
dWM*anM>la>ed>b)F  theVniled  State*.  9e  would 
«ttt'«ay4hM-he  weald  rehse  to  agree  to  such  a 
properilies,  if'he  was  cenrinsed  it  was  absolutely 
-fweessery  )  but,  until  he  was,  he  tfaaagbt  it  would 
eonport  better  with  the  ospal  tomner  of  pro- 
oeediog  in  tbe  Congress  of  the  Onited  States,  to 
fasre  a  transoript  from  the  books  bronght  here, 
lather  than  that  the  committee  should  (ratcl  Io 
where  tbe  hooks  are. 

Mr.  Tmitr,  of  Conaecticot,  hoped  (hat  the 
«amiea  would  aot  be  agreed  to,  as  it  wonld  defeat 
(be  object  of  the  resoTution,  la  the  first  place, 
the  books  were  nol  in  the  keeping  of  the  direc- 
Ion — they  hare  a  right  to  inspect  the  books,  but 
they  are  ia  the  keeping  of  the  cashier.  The 
books, he  said  could  not  be  brought  here, because 
tkey  were  wanted  ereiy  day  and  every  hour.  As 
to  making  transcripts  of  the  books,  that,  he  said, 
would  indeed  he  a  Herculean  task.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  make  the  transcript  within  a  rea- 
aanabie  tKQe.  It  would,  besides,  be  impoeinga 
terdilifp  00  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutei,  to 


•end  its  books  here,  and  keep  them  here  the  ne- 
oeseory  lime,  so  long  elraosl  wholly  iatetrnptiag 
the  bueiness  of  the  bank.  He  thought  the  objeM 
of  the  reaolre  could  not  be  attained  so  readily  iB 
any  other  way  as  by  an  lospeetioo  of  the  books{ 
for  which  purpose,  it  appeared  to  him  abmluiely 
oeecesary  that  the  committee  should  go.to  Phila- 
delphia. 

Hr.  SpsnoBR  eoneidared  the  part  proposed  to 
bCiStiiekeo  out  aa  of  the  essence  of  tbe  resolutioa. 
oated  after  lall,  enly  to  a  leave  to  the  amo- 
to  goto  PbHadelpoia  if  they  ritould  think 
•sarr.  ffinee  an  iespeclian  of  the  beofee 
of  the  bank  woe  the  object  of  the  reeotre,the 
question  which  presented  itself  was,  whether  It 
was  better  to  bring  the  books  here,  or  go  to.ihe 
books.  If  they  were  bronght  hither,  indepetident 
of  the  coQseqaent  su^ensjon  cf  the  business  of 
the  bank,  the  labor  of  tbe. committee  would  be 
OQUsually  increased  by  the  eoofusion  in  which 
they  must  be  brought,  and  tbe  difficulty  of  aCtK* 
wards  arroBgiiig  ibem.  .In  rt^nd  to  tranoeriptf, 
the  gieat  labor  of  makioft  then  out  of  l^  qnat- 
liwi,  ii  iieemed  hardly  bu  to  call  joo  ilM:gHUlt- 
ne«  implioaied  for  the  evideiwe  itf  tbeiriMRk 
eondenuwtioa.  How  iai  eibicfs  v»nU  .k«.«Mw- 
fied,  eaid  Mr.  S.Dmow  aQb-Jiat,rot  mfodf,! 
akotttd  luit  b*  ^satisfied  nitk  uiy.tnaeeiiipi  <tran 
ihc  hooka;  not  (hat  i  would  ivpeneh  (be  Jatef* 
rity  of  those  wilibsroald  hare  M  aaake.t&em,  bnt 
thatil  srill  take  oolong  as  to  d«foa1'the  infOiiy 
altogetfair.  U  was  doe  to  the  bank,  as  well  as  (o 
•  (he  DalioBj  that  the  in^uity  ^ald  be  eo  coi^ 
doeted,  ae  that  there  efaonhl  be  no  pretence  To; 
any  doubt  of  the  entire  cotreciness  of  tbe  faclB 
wbieh  the  committee  should  repots. 

Mr.  L'owitDSB  said,  if  there  was  tobeanJO- 
spection  of  the  bonks  of  the  bank  at  all,  it  eoidd 
only  lake  place  where  the  hooks  were.  He 
wiabed.  for  his  part,  that  (he  investigatioa  abiKUd 
be  as  close  as  poseible,  that  no  deubt  should  fiot- 
stbly  be  left  on  liie  subject  upon  the  mind  of  any 
one.  He  had  no  objection  thai  the  committ^ 
abonld  go  not  only  to  Philadelphia,  but  that  ibejr 
sbeuld  afterwaids  repair  to  the  different  plaeeat 
in  sDceession,  where  branehea  were  established. 
He  had  no  objeciion,  therefore,  to  giring  ali  ne- 
cessary powers ;  but  he  wiabed  to  give  no. moire 
power  than  was  necessary,  and  should  have  pre- 
ferred withholding  the  leave  to  ^a  to  Philadel- 
phia until  the  c am millee,  finding  it  necessarjiln 
the  coarse  of  their  inrestigalioorsbould  ask  for 
iL  This,  he  belieired,  had  been  the  usual  conies 
in  every  case  heretofare  in  which  such  paweia 
had  been  granted.  He  should,  therefore,  role 
for  the  amendment,  with  the  determination,  if 
the  committee  should,  in  tbe  progress  of  their  in- 
quiry, think  it  Decenary  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  to 
role  for  granting  to  them  (he  necessBry  leare. 

Mr.  8PBN0EB  demanded  the  yets  and  nays  on 
this  motion.  Unless  the  committee  had  ade- 
quate powers  to  obtain  the  object  in  view,  tbe 
resolniioD  was  mere  waste  paper.  What  means 
would  they  hare  here  of  detecling  deception,  if 
any  were  attempted?  How  coultfihey  tell  any 
belter  than  tbey  conld  now  whether  the  measures 
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of  the  bank  were  correct  or  not  1  II  teemed, 
from  ibe  verjr  nature  of  the  inquiry,  that  per- 
toual  iaspectioD  was  neees&arf ;  and  it  wai  the 
mode  of  inquiry  which  the  charter  itself  seemed 
to  have  contemplated. 

Od  the  question  on  Mr.  Barbodk's  motion,  to 
'Strike  out  the  leave  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  it 
was  determined  in  the  oegaiiTe,  as  follows: 

Vsi.8 — Mem*.  Abbott,  AUen  of  Varmont,  Buboar 
of  Viiginia,  Bsyley,  Biysn,  Butlei  irf  New  Uunp- 
■hite,  Clagett,  Cotib,  Crafts,  CuKhratn,  Darlington, 
Sesba,  Bkrie,  Gunett,  Hate,  Lowndei,  Hiddleton, 
UettOD,  Momford,  Jsremisli  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  New- 
Ion,  Owen,  Findtll.  Rice,  Richards,  Settle,  8huwood, 
eiUtea,  J.  8.  Smith,  Sonlhud,  Storrs,  StratlM,  and 
Whitman— 34. 

Njli* — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson  of  PennsjIvanU, 
Andersoii  of  Kentnckj,  Aiutin,  Bsldwin,  BsU,  Bas- 
■ett,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Bloont, 
Boden,  Boa,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  Looisiins,  Camp- 
bell, CUibome,  Colston,  Comitock,  Cook,  Ciawfotd, 
Crager,  Drake,  Edwsrds,  Etlicoll,  Errin  of  South 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Gilbert,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Ear. 


ITew  Tmk,  Johneon  of  Vir^ia,  Johuson  of  Ken' 
tot^,  Jones,  Einsey,  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Uim,  Little, 
McLane  of  DeUwars,  W.  Maolay,  W.  P.  Maday, 
McCoy,  Hafdtand,  Hsson  of  ManaehliHtta,  Hareer, 
MecriU,  Robert  Moore,  Samnd  Moate,  Moseley,  Mnr- 
ny,  T.  H.  Ndwiit  New,  OgitB,  Ogle,  On,  Parrott, 
PattaHon,  Pwram,  Pitkin,  FleamnU,  Poindeiter, 
Porter,  Seed,  Rhea,  Rieh,  BobertwiD,  Rogers,  Bog- 
gles, Sampeon,  Saiage,'  Sawyer,  Sclinyter,  Soudder, 
Beybert,  Shaw,  Simk^  Slocumb,  BaL  Smith,  Alex. 
Smyth,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina, 


Smyth,  Spec 
TaUmadge,  ^ 


Towlisend,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Booth  Car<dina,  Ty- 
ler, Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentucky, 
Wallace,  WendoTir,  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin, 
Williami  of  Cenuectleut,  Williams  of  New  York, 
WIDitms  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Massacliiuette, 
and  Wilson  of  Penu^lTinia — HE. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolaiioD 
as  amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Baohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inspect 
the  books  and  examine  into  the  pioceedinga  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  report  thereon,  and  to 
report  whether  the  proTiuoni  of  its  charter  baTs  been 
plated  or  not ;  that  the  said  committee  hate  leave  to 
meet  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  remain  there  as 
long  as  may  be  neceasaiy ;  that  Ihey  shall  have  power 
to  send  fiir  penona  and  papers,  and  to  em[doy  the 
requisite  derki ;  the  expcDH  of  which  shall  be  audited 
aim  allowed  by  the  Committee  of  Acconnts,  and  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  hnd  of  this  Houee. 

And  it  was  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Messrs.  Sfencer,  Lowndes,  McLang,  Brtak, 
and  Tyleb,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

TuESDAT,  December  1. 
Mr.  MiDDLGTOK  presented  the  petilion  of  the 
Marquis  de  Vienoe,  stating,  that  he  served  as  a 
Colonel  in  (be  service  of  ibe  United  Stales,  in 
the  Revolutionary  war }  that  he  was  then  rich 
and  refused  to  receive  any  compensation,  but 


that,barinKbeearediuted  to  poverty  by  the  rev*- 
luiions  in  France,  he  ia  now  eompelled  te  seek  a 
rHDDncralion  for  nis  said  services,  from  Coagrtii, 
and  praying  to  be  paid  saeh  sau  a*  may  be 
thought  a  Just  equivalent  thetefbr;  wUefa  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  ft  select  committee;  a^ 
Mr.  MtDDLBTON,  Mr.  Haemmk,  and  Mi.  Col- 
ston, were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  PoiiniEZTBB,  from  the  Commiiiee  on  tlu 
Public  Lands,  who  were  instraeted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  emiffratioD 
and  settlement  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians 
on  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  until  they  shall  bare  aequirci 
that  right  by  treaty,  made  a  report  thereon,  whM 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  P.  reported  a  bill  to  pn>- 
hibit  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  from  settling 
or  hunting  on  the  lands  of  the  United  State*, 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawteb,  the  Committee  am 
Millitary  ASairs  were  instrncted  to  ioqaira  wfa»- 
iher  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alleniions  are  aeeea- 
sary  to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  aot  to 
amend  the  act  entilled  an  act  making  further  pro- 
vision  for  military  services  during  the  late  war, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folobk,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  t«  inquire  into 
the  eipedienoy  of  granting  to  William  Coffin. 
and  others,  owners  of  the  bris  Booi^  a  dtawbaok 
of  the  duties  on  aqoantity  of  whaieoii  imporMd 
from  PatiAonia  and  Brazil,  in  said  brig,  hi  ifce 
month  of  June,  1817,  and  wbieh  has  sine*  been 
eiported  out  of  the  United  Stata. 

The  bill  from  the  SnMte,  entitled  "As  mat  to 
increase  the  salary  of  eettain  ofBoers  of  Qorvra- 
ment,"  was  read  twice,  and  eommitted. 
HIQEATION  OF  SLAVES. 


"Bfohld,   That  the  e  _  

much  oS  the  MsMage  of  ^  PreHdeU  of  the  tUtod 
Sutes  SI  relates  to  the  unlawfU  introdaotimaf  ^Mee 
into  the  United  States,  be  instrudedteiaqnn  into  the 
expediency  of  paseiiig  a  law  prohibiting  Iw  migtaliosi 
oi  transportation  of  slaves  or  servants  of  aoler  &on 
any  Stale  to  any  other  part  of  the  United  States,  ik 
cases  where,  by  the  laws  of  such  Slate,  inch  traaa- 
portation  is  prohibited ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  Linn  said,  in  introducing  his  reaoiution, 
that  it  related  to  a  subject  of  much  inteiesl  in  hia 
part  of  the  couutry,  and,  as  the  resolution  eitly 
proposed  an  inquiry,  he  hoped  it  would  aot  be 
objected  to. 

Mr.  PoiHDEXTBR,  of  Mississippi,  objected  to  it. 
Any  man,  be  said,  bad  a  right  to  remove  Us 
property  from  one  Stale  to  another,  and  slaves  as 
well  as  any  other  property,  if  not  prohibited  from 
doing  so  by  the  Slate  laws.  With  those  Iain, 
whatever  they  were,  the  United  States,  be  said. 
had  00  right  to  interfere.  The  idea  was  a  per- 
fectly novel  one,  that  there  should  be  a  donbie  Mt 
of  penal  statutes  on  the  same  subject— one  ae(  bj 
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iIm  Bnm,  and  om  bjr  tba  Ubiwd  8iii«>— and 
thai  ihemilitaty  force  of  the  Doited  Stain  •hnuld 
be  cmplored  lo  oarrf  into  effect  Ibe  pcoal  ttatnte 
of  aor  Sfiate.  How  were  the  Uitited  Statts  lo 
iotcrfeteoD  tbia  aabjectl  What  jodiclal  iribo- 
BtU  would  [her  retort  to,  to  effect  tbe  object  cod- 
tamidatcd?  Aor  peoRl  aiatvte  ibejr  eaold  pass 
on  Ine  snbjecE,  Mr.  P.  said,  would  be  eoliiel;  no- 
tUotj,  at  1i  could  Dot  be  carried  tato  effect ;  aod 
S«  was  therefore  oppoied  eren  to  an  inqoirf  iDto 
Ike  mailer. 

Hr.  Coi.aTON,  of  Virginia,  in  addition  to  what 
bad  fallen  from  Mr.  Po  in  dexter  in  oppoiiiion  to 
ihe  resolnlion,  snggesied  that  it  was  perfectl; 
within  tbe  power  of  the  State  soTereignties  to 
ezecQle  any  law  tbey  might  eoact  od  this  subject, 
nrore  effeciually  than  they  conlJ  do  bjr  the  aid  of 
the  aaihoritjr  of  the  United  Stales. 

Tbe  quevtioH  on  tbe  passage  of  the  reaolre  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negatire. 

GENERAL  JOHN  STAHK. 
'    The  bill  for  granting  a  pension  of  sixty  dollars 
pet  month  to  Major  Oeneral  John  Stark,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

On  the  Queition,  Shall  tbe  bill  ou*  7 

Mr.  W.F.Madlat  asked  for  information  of 
the  committee  wbo  reported  the  bill,  as  no  writ- 
ten report  had  aecomfnoied  it,  on  what  gronadi 
it  eioodj  whether  the  pension  was  granted  be- 
cause of  indigence  on  the  part  of  General  Stark, 
or  for  what  other  reason  1  ^ 

Hr.  Cobb,  of  Oeor; ia,  said  be  mast  join  bis 
Toiee  to  that  of  his  friend  from  PeoDsylTania. 
He  knew  no^  from  ■Bything'  that  appeared,  what 
were  the  claims  of  Gieneral  Staik,  nor  that  he 
stood  in  need  of  a  pcDsioo.  Why  was  he  selected, 
from  among  the  many  larTiving  officers  of  the 
ReTolalion,  to  receive  a  pension  of  this  amount  1 
He  hoped  the  reason  would  be  explained — or, 
thouffh  with  relnetance,  he  most  vote  against  tbe 
bHL 

Mr.  HARRtflOR.  uf  Ohio,  said  his  friend  from 
Georgia  could  not  have  been  present  when  this 
anbjeat  was  before  the  House  at  tbe  list  session, 
or  he  would  not  have  asked  the  information  which 
he  now  desired.  He  had  supposed  his  friend 
ftom  Georgia  was  better  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  lie  country,  ihan  not  to  know  the 
merits  and  distinguished  Reroluiioaary  services 
of  this  h6ary  veteran.  At  the  darkest  period  of 
Ihe  BeTolution,  Oeneral  Stark  had  rendered  the 
most  important  serviees  to  hiscoantry;  and  those 
seirices  were  not  occasional,  but  were  prolonged 
to  the  close  of  tbe  contest.  It  was  dow  said  that 
this  worthy  was  in  indigent  cirenmstances,  and 
debilitated  by  old  age ;  that,  if  not  soon  bestowed, 
be  would  not  live  to  enjoy  the  aid  abont  lo  be 
afforded  to  him.  Was  it  possible,  Mr.  H.  asked, 
that  an  American  Congress  could  behold  so  dis- 
tinguished a  patriot,  as  he  is,  sinking  Into  the 
Eve  in  tbe  want  of  everv  necessary  of  life,  or 
t  Ihe;  wonid  coldly  ntace  him  among  the 
'  ■  •        ■  '  oT  I: 


a  of  pensioners  under  the  general 
session?    For  his  part,  he  would  vive  eui  me  last 
dollar  in  the  TretsHry  for  the  raief  of  Genetal 


Stark.  With  hiva,  he  aald,  it  was  not  «  matter 
of  choice  to  vote  fbr  the  bill;  it  was  an  imperimis 
doty. 

Mr.  LiVKHMORa  said,  that  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  as  a  citizen  of  New  Hamp^ire,  be 
was  grateful  lo  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  tbe 
onnner  in  which  he  bad  expressed  himaelf  on 
this  occasion.  He  wweld  only  add  that,  as  to  (he 
eircunutanees  of  Oeneral  Stark,  they  were,  to 
bis  personal  knowledge,  very  reduced.  He  was, 
as  to  personal  exertion  for  bis  support,  nt  the  age 
of  ninety  years,  wholly  helpless.  He  might  ot 
mlghtnoi  beownerof  a  small  farm;  but,  if  so, 
it  was  an  nuproductive  one.  He  was,  and  had 
been  for  some  time,  dependent  for  support  on  his 
ebildm,  themselves  in  very  moderate  cirenm- 
slaifceB.  This  was  the  true  situation  of  General 
StaA. 

Mr.  Cobb  aald,  if  it  w«a  true,  as  snggostcd  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  he  was  not  wol 
versed  in  dw  Revt^ntioiiary  history,  should  he 
want  information  on  that  bead,  he  shoidd  know 
where  Is  apply;  for  the  gentleman  himself  was 
a  living  chronicle  of  the  occurrences  of  that  day. 
He  did  not,  he  smid,  doubt  the  merits  of  Oeneral 
Stark;  bat  he  had  yet  no  evidence  that  Ihe  pen- 
sion otight  to  be  granted.  The  House  bad  been 
told  be  was  very  old  and  infirm.  Bat,  if  the 
Hoose  were  to  grant  pensions  to  the  old  and  in- 
firm, where  would  they  draw  the  line  at  whieb 
they  would  stop  7  Are  we  to  be  tald,  said  be,  llut 
it  is  lb  Revolutionary  officers  only  that  pensions 
are  to  be  granted?  Some  twenty  or  fwty  years 
hence,  may  not  tbe  same  argument,  by  the  aid  of 
Ibis  precedent,  be  applied  to  General  Jaokson, 
General  Brown,  General  Scott,  or  any  other  gen- 
eral who  distinguished  himself  daring  the  lata 
war?  He  was  free  to  say,  for  himseTf,  that  he 
thooght  the  pension  list  had  already  been  swelled 
lo  an  amount  which  abeolntely  jeopardized  the 
Treasury,  or  soon  would,  at  tbe  rate  at  which  it 
stiti  increaeed.  General  Blark  had  become  poor, 
whether  by  his  mitforiune  or  his  miseondnct,  he 
had  not  heard;  bnt,  if  be  bad  been  so  long  snp- 
ptRied  without  the  aid  of  Qovemment,  he  had  no 
doubt  he  could  be  for  the  remaindef  of  bis  life. 
He  bad  yet  beard  no  reason  to  induce  him  to  vote 
for  this  pension. 

Mr.  LivssHoaB  said,  if  the  gentleman  meant 
to  insinuate  that  Gmeral  Stark  nad  been  brongbt 
to  poverty  by  intemperance,  or  by  fault  of  any 
kind,  be  was  wholly  mistaken;  the  fact  was  not 
BO.  General  Stark  bul  worn  himself  out  in  the 
service  of  his  eonntry,  in  his  youth,  and  had  since 
supported  himself  as  well  as  he  conld.  He  was 
in  service  before  the  Refolaiion,  and  during  that 
trial  be  did  the  nation  great  service  and  himself 
^eat  honor.  At  an  early  period  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, when  every  patriot  was  called  a  traitor. 
Stark  wag  in  the  foreniost  rank.  He  was  in  the 
Geld  at  Benoiogton,  and  dnimated  the  courage  of 
otbers  by  bis  conduct  and  example.  All  tbe  in- 
hsbitsnts  of  New  Hampshire,  and  of  the  Green' 
Mountains,  flocked  where  Sisrk  was;  where  tie 
fought,  they  fonght  and  bled ;  had  be  died,  (hey 
'  would  have  died  wiih  hiaa. 
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Ur.BoTiJB,  of  New  Hunnhaw,  f^re  tone 
fiu|b«inforawtiooreipee(iii|!U«MnlSUfk.  He: 
was,  b«uid,  the  onifsarviving  general  officer  «f 
ihe  Bevolatioa,  bow  dediBiof  ia  old  .tg«,  ez-' 
tMDMl|r  poor,  »Dd  Ioeu;  uipponed  by  bit  tan, 
wbo  were  not  Teiy  w«U  aMe  lo  Jo  it.  Ttu«,  Ur. 
B.  taid,  tnigbt  ba  the  lui  oppotiunity  CongreH 
«Milil  iiave  of  cflDttibuiiiig  to  (be  ratief  of  bie 
wfiBlc-  At  a  pteaedeat  bad  bean  damaDded,  Mr. 
B.  qimed  iho  peofioD  {raotcd  at  the  laat  aewion 
W  Qeaetal  Si.  Clair  ai  direcUv  in  poial.  Oeo- 
«ral  Sinrk,  Ik  added,  bad  tetrei  durin^r  ilie  whole 
Freach  war,  and  no  mao  had  afterwards  dooe 
mote  than  bim  to  aaaerl  aad  eUaUiili  the  iode- 
yndcDsa  of.hiBCOiiDirjr- 

Mi.  Cobb  axplaioed,  ibat  be  did  not  moui  lo 
tqggeil  that  Qeoeral  Siark  was  iniemperaief  bnt. 
merely  to  iiaie  his  ignorance  of  the  fact,  wbether 
JtU  preaenl  porerljr  had  besn  owing  to  bis  fault 
«r  misrortoDe. 

The  queeiioD  on  (be  pawage  of  the; bill  wa*  de- 
eded ia  the  affirmaiire,  without  diTiaioD. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMABCHAI8. 

The  remainder  of  tbe  dftf'a  utiiag  was  apt  Kt 
IB  CoBHnitiee  of  the  Wbole,  on  tbe  claim  of  tbe 
bcin  of  Beaumatchaia. 

Mr.  BlLOwiN  oOBcluded  bis  apceeb  in  aapport' 
oS  tbe  JQsiJM  of  thia  claim,  «ad  tbe  eipedieneir  of. 
the  QoTcrn  meal's  paving  it. 

Ur.  CoLSTOM  ifwlce  for  «bant  half  an  boor 
againit  the  claim- 

When  tbe  CoDUMUiee  rqse,  T^urted  progresf,  > 
and  ob[kia«I  leave  to  ail  agsiR. 

Wbdnebdat,  December  2. 

4«otber  menber,  (o  wit :  from  PeaBfjrlTuia, 
JkfpRPB  HaiariB,  Appeared  and  took  hie  aeaL 

A^ev  member,  to  wit :  frota  Nortb  Carolina, ' 
WitxiMt  ,DATiDBiMt,  elected  lo  rapply  tbe  ri- 
Wncr  oceaaioaed  by  the  resignation  of  Daaiet 
U.  Forney,  alio  appe&red,  was  qualified,  and  took : 
bis  seal. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maiylaod,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  an : 
iaqiur;  into  tbe  wpedieBoy  of  reywling  the  dutf 
on  imported  aalt,  made  a  report  adverse  to  tbe 
«l|iedieDoy  of  tbe  aboliiioB  of  the  ^uty,  which 
ms  oommilted  to  a  Committee  o(  tbe  Whole. 

iit.  JoHHBOH,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee ob  Miliisry  AOair^  reported  a  bill  aa[h«rizing 
tbe  eeiablisbmest  of  a  aatioaal  mrmorj  on  ibe 
weatvn  waters;  and  the  bill  for  (be  relief  of 
Joeeph  Wbeaton;  wbioh  were  several  If  >wi>iw 
nad  and  committed. 

The  Spbaksh  laid  before  tbe  House  a  oommu- 
jucaiioo  from  tbe  Seoretarv  of  tbe  Tieasory, 
Uansmitling  aa  ettimate  of  tbe  approptiatiooe 
ptpposcdfoi  the  service  of  the  year  1S19;  wbioh 
was  referred  to  the  Commidce  of  Ways  aiid 
Jdenns. 

The  Sfbakeb  alio  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  addtessed  to  bim  by  Edward  De  Kraffi, 
fHBter  for  Congress,  remonstrating  against  the 
kileged  violation  of  his  eoptract  with  tbs  Cleik 


to  d««U  tbe  printing  ordered  by  4be  Sa«ie,-ky 
the  resolQiien  of  tbe  30tb  oliimo,  dtfceiing  (ha 
printing  hf  contract  of  the  code  of  laws  prepared 
for  the  Dulrict,  and  claimiakg  eaid  priotisg  m 
mftlUrof  right ;  wbieb  letter  km  scad  and  orden4 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Habbisdm,  of  Ohio,  offered-  the  folUwing 
lesolntion! 

JtssoAwA  That  A»  Caaaittee  on  the  Pnfatic  L«M* 
be  initroetsd  to  inqoire  into  the  «ipadieao7  of  coatigr 
uing  tbe  act  psssad  at  ths  list  ESMion,  eotitled  "Ja 
set  to  snqiand  lor  a  limited  titi)e>  tbs  isU  or  fsTfailDra 
of  Isndi  fbi  fsEluie  in  CDnplsting  die  psjiDeiill 
IhersDUi"  andslto takt^airewbatfartberielief itmiy 
be  proper  to  give  to  the  persoas  who  ire  IndeMsd  to 
the  United  States  ibr  the  f  uichase  of  lands. 

In  support  of  the  inquiry,  Mr.  H.  briefly  »> 
ferred  (o  tbe  difficulty  which  at  present  eziiled 
in  Ohio,  in  making  paymeat*  far  [and  in  the  kind 
of  money  i^uired  by  ibe  Treasury  Deparimenl, 
which,  from  the  sutpensioD  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  of  Ohio,  was  new  Terv  limited,  tbe 
notes  of  all  such  banlu  beit^  refused,  afid  tbe  con- 
sequent Beceisi|}r  of  exttndiag  tbe  iodulgence 
mentioned  in  bis  resolution.  T[he  motion  W^ 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  B«YAM,'of  North  CarolioB,  askej  imd  ob- 
tained  petmiision  of  the  Hoose  to  be  excosed 


States.  Mr.  B.  staled,  ibst,  in  asking  this  iodnl- 
gence,  he  wae  not  actuated  by  a  desire  t^  sbriak 
from  (be  important  duly  assi^d  bim,  but  that 
be  was  a  stackbolder  of  the  institution,  and,  w 
sncb,  conceived  that  delicacy  forbad  bis  beipg 
one  of  those  appointed  toiuake  the  iBvestigation 
ordered  by  tbe  Hoose — an  investigation,  upon  the 
result  of  which  (be  future  vhsracter  and  pro^neoV 
of  the  institution  would  mainly  depend.  \iit' 
Bdbwbu.  was  appointed  in  Mr.  Bbsim's  placBtj 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  TALLMt-oas,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  amou*t  of  tbe 
security  lo  be  hereafter  required  from  tiuff 
Agents,  and  also  of  requiring  sea |iijly(D«,gffiftier 
amount  from  those  now  in  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Simkixh,  (be  Committee  w 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  were  iwtiPBtnd  fto 
inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  incieBsiBglb^cois- 
pensaiian  ofsucb  postmastersas  arc  on  (heouin 
post  route  from  WashingiOR  Cityt  by.AagWIaFW 
Georgia,  (o  New  Oileat*,  where  ibere  bh.cmm 
mails, aad  whose  oompepaiittOBs  donotcKCMila 
certain  sum. 

Mr.  S.  justified  tihe  proposed  inquiry  l^  advert- 
iof  to  tbe  nnremittioig  and  oaeroas  dtuies  if 
quued  of  certain  poatmasteie,  on  the  mainaontfa- 
etn  post  route,  and  .the  small  and  ioadeqiwte 
BompeasatioD  at  pteaent  afibrded  by  their  emol- 
uments. 

A  mesiagefrom  tbe  Senate  intbrmed  tbe  Howe 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  tbe  lesoluiioD  "«■- 
iborizing  (be  iFaosmissioo  of  ccrtaHi  doenmenis 
free  of  postage;"  with  an  amendmeat,  in  ubiA 
they  ask  the  concnrrwice  of  this  Hooie. 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  cweiured  in. 
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TtMHewa-uok  Dp  ud  furooMdtd  «>  cofUidflr 
Ain  repwi  «r  ib«  CoKuaiiim  oi  FcoaiofM  «Dd 
A«w>ifll»iMrr  Cttion,  ■■!)«  at  Uie  \ut  atutoa, 
(»  l&e  p«tUioa  of  WiHiam  LmwnoK :  Wkere- 
mtm,  tlw  peiitiDD  m*  i«rcrfffd  to  th«  SeeretarT 
of  W»r. 

CLAIM  or  BEADMARGHAM. 

The  Hoiue  then  again  resolwei  itself  iolo  a 
CommillM  of  ibe  Whole,  od  tbe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  hein  of  C*roii  da  BeauanrotiRi). 

Mr.  HoFUiaoti  occnplei)  the  floor  in  a  ipMeh 
of  about  ao  hour,  ki  op poii lion  to  the  aUtiii  of 
the  petiiianeti:  aod 

Ut.Ebtik,  of  South  CuoUiia,ro]Io«a4  at  Bvnie 
length'  in  support  of  tbe  claim  ;  wben  the  com- 
mittee rote,  on  the  moiioo  of  UriHofi^BB,  aod 
obluned  leare  to  sit  again. 

Thobbdat,  Deoember  3. 

Aoother  membei  to  vii:  from  PennsylTanit, 
LiTi  Pawlino,  appeared,  and  took  bis  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluavb,  of  North  Caro- 
lina: 

Ordered,  That  all  peiitiona  presented  to  the 
Bknne  and  committed  at  the  last  seaiioD,  froin  tbe 
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btj  were  teferred  were  dia- 
ebarged,  be  considered  as  again  referred  to  the 
nid  commilteei,  reepectiyely,  on  the  eoggeslion 
of  any  member  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Cobb  presented  a  petition  of  tbe  Senate 
nd  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Qeorsia,  on  behalf  of  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  janior, 
"William  Donuis,  Stephen  Heard,  John  iJooald- 
■on,  Joseph  Martin,  John  Berier,  and  Thomas 
Carr,  com  mission  era  appointed  by  the  State  of 
Georgia,  in  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  General 
AssemUjr  of  that  State,  of  tbe  30th  of  Febroarv, 
T784k  for  Burvefing  the  lands  l^ing  on  the  Big 
Bend  of  Tennessee  riTet,  or  their  heirs  or  tepre- 
waiatires,  prapng  that  tbe  lands  to  which  tbe 
commissioners  aforesaid  were  entitled  for  their 
aeiTieea  in  tnakiagF  said  stirrer,  'i>^  promised  by 
the  said  resolmion,  may  now  be  granted  to  such 
of  the  nid  commissioners  as  are  living,  and  to 
the  hflira  or  represeuiatires  of  such  as  are  de- 
o—tadt  which  memorittl  va«  rafffMd  to  a  se- 
lect GommitiM;  and  Utsns.  CLaHMm,  Cobb, 
HsM,  ftwTLB,  and  CaawroKo,  were  appoioied 
4h«  eaid  cemtniMee. 

Ordertd,  That  the  report  made  by  a  select 
cotnmlttee  at  the  last  session,  (IDth  of  Februair, 
1818,)  on  Ibe  petitions  of  Oeneral  Andrew  Jack- 
•on,  Thomas  Carr,  and  Oeorge  W.  Sevier,  and 
Olb«n,  and  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Thomas  Carr,  and  tubers,  together  with  tbe  peti- 
ti«i»  aforesaid,  be  referred  to  the  comraitteB  last 
•ppoiated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poixdbitbb,  the  Seeretatr 
«f  the  Tteasitry  me  directed  to  lay  before  tbii 
Bottse  a  statement  of  the  sales  or  the  pablic 
lands  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  at  poblic  and 
ptivate  faleiSpecifyiag  the  date  of  such  sales,  and 
the  period  at  which  the  lali  payment  will  become 


dae;  and  alio  ilte  Bgvregate  a 

pai^d  to  the  raceirsr  of  public  moaeys  at  HiinlB- 


of  monay 


ille,  IB  the  said  Tcrritorv ;  and  the  desoriptioa 
of  fcaok  paper,  if  any,  which  is  receivable  there 
IB  payment  of  tbe  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbimblg,  the  Commiciee  ob 
the  Public  Lands  were  inslrooied  to  inqnire  wbo- 
ther  any,  and,  if  anv,  wbal  provision  ought  to  b« 
made  by  law  to  authorize  the  emanation  of  pat- 
ents to  aoldiers  on  forlODgb  at  the  dose  of  the 
war,  and  to  whom  disebarges  were  not  issaed  in 
eonsequenca  of  their  not  oeiog  ordered  to  join 
ihnr  respeetive  regimrnts. 

The  following  Menage  was  reeeired  from  the 
PsBBtDiKT  or  TBI  UinTSD  Statbb: 
T6  the  Bowe  ^  S^rftntativei  &f  the  Uitiitd  Slattii 

I  Inasmit  to  the  Honse  of  Reprasentative*  eo^ei 
of  ineh  docnmenta  referred  to  in  (he  HMUfs  of  &• 
171b  nltimo.u  have  besn  .prepared  since  tbst  pariod. 
They  present  a  foil  Tiew  of  the  operaUoru  of  oar 
troops  eD^oyod  in  the  8emiaDleiTw,wt)a  •otered 
Flonda. 

The  natdae  of  tiia  doen««nt«,  wUdi  ai«  ittj  vol- 
omioous,  will  be  traniaiitltd  as  aoon  as  thfj  aas  he 


JAHE8  MONEOS. 

DioavHE  2,  18IS. 

Tbe  Message  was  read,  and.  together  with  lh« 
documents,,  ordered  to  lie  on  toe  table. 
CLAIM  OP  BEADMABCBAIS. 

Tbe  House  ^ain  resolved  itself  Into  a  Com- 

ittce  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  seleet 
committee  favorable  to  the  claim  of  the  hrirs  ttf 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  Spenoeb  spoke  at  large  in  eapport  of  th« 
report  of  the  eonmittee. 

Mr.  Storks  followed  en  the  opposite  side  of 

eaaeetieB. 

Mr.'BALBwfN  agaio  «ddreaBed  ibe  eommlHTC 
in  eupperi  of  the  claim,  and  Mr.  PiTnn  in  oppo- 
sition to  it. 

Wiien  Ibe  Committee  Tose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtirined  leave  to  sit  again. 

FaiDAT,  December<d. 

Anothfr  member,  to  wit:  from -MasncfatiseltSi 
TtnoTBT  Fdi-lir,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  JoBit  MoLeak  appetired,  produced  his 
credeuilals,  was  qoaliBed.  and  took  his  seal  as  ihc 
Represeniaiive  pf  the  Suite  of  llliaois  la  this 
Hoiue. 

Mr-  ALbEH,  of  Uassaehuselils,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  John  Claik^  an  officer  m  the  Beviufl- 
tiooary  Army,  prajiiig  compensalion  for  his  ser* 
vices  in  the  fiapacity  aforaaaid,  |s,  aJao,  for  pMp- 
~  '~  lost  in  the  puWio  service. 

i«r.  Shizb,  of  Harylaad,  from  lh«  ConmlUBB 
of  Way*  and  Hnaa,  rvpoetsd  a  bili  makiag  a 
partial  apptopriation  for  the  military  BCrrlce  of 
the  Unitad  BCbHb  i«r  the  year  1619,  and  lo  nsBke 
good  a  deAcfl  in  the  appropnaiion  for  holding 
treBlies  with  the  Indians;  which  was  read-twi«^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOK,  from  the  Committee  on  Pti- 
rate  Land  OlaioM,  made  a  report  on  the  pathion 
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Claim  ef  BeanmartiiaiM. 


I>iioEHBeB,1818. 


of  Philip  C.  8.  Batiwar,  accompinied  bf  s  bill 
fot  bi«  leltef;  also,  a  general  report  od  Baadry 

SetitioDB,  fot  coDfirmaiion  of  cerlain  land  claims 
ecired  from  ihe  Fieach  and  Spanish  Qoreia- 
ments,  Bccompanied  bj' a  bill  "lot  the  final  ad- 
JDstaiieDt  of  cetlaiD  land  cliims  in  the  State  of 
l40iiisiaDaaDdTettitot]ri)rMii*outi;".wIiichware 
twice  read,  the  first  committed,  mad  the  second 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  modon  of  Mr.  Poikdexteb,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiaitt  were  inittucLed  lo  inqoire 
into  the  expedieacy  of  snlheriziog  the  proper  ac- 
coonting  officers  of  the  TreasDry  to  letile  and 
adjuit  the  BCCotiDta  of  John  Smith,  and  the  lenl 
repreienlatires  of  Ambrose  D.  Smith,  and  lor 
■uppliei  furaiahed  to  the  Army  of  the  United 
Suies,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  jasiice. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUHARCHAIS. 

The  Honse  anin  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
miliee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  reporied  by  the 
eeleei  eommitlee  for  the  relief  of  the  heira  of  Ca- 
nn  de  Beanmatchais. 

Mr.  Tallmadqb  resomed  the  debate 
aabject,  and  spoke  about  an  hour  in  opposiiion  to 
the  claim  and  the  bill.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Babsett,  in  a  speech  of  about  Ihe  same  length, 
in  sttpporl  of  the  claim,  and  in  defeoce  of  the  re- 
port of  the  oommiueo  thereon. 

Mr.  Baldwin  added  some  remarks  on  the  same 
■id«,  and  in  reply  to  gentlemen  who  had  opposed 
the  claim ;  after  which,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment  to  the 
House ;  whan  the  question  was  taken  whether 
the  bill  should  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  tim^ 
«nd  decided  in  the  negatire,  as  follows : 

Y»iS — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Eentncky,  BaUirin, 
Ball,  Banett,  Ballioget,  BoUer  of  Looiuns,  Cobb, 
Crngw,  Enin  of  Soath  Ctiolina,  Gunitl,  Barrison, 
Bohnee,  Hostetter,  Irring  of  New  York,  JohuKin  of 
Titginia,  McLean  of  BHnoi*,  W.  HoeUj,  W.  P.  U»c- 
lay,  Middleton,  Samuel  Moote,  Moiraj,  T.  M.  Nekon, 
Ogle,  Owen,  Poindeiler,  Robertson,  Ballard  Smith, 
Spencer,  Tjler,  Walker  of  Ksnlncky,  and  Wil»on  of 
PennsjlTinia — 3 1 . 

Nais — Moists.  Adanw,  Allen  of  Htnachusett% 
Allen  of  Vsrmont,  Andetson  of  Pemujlrania,  Austin, 
Barbonr  of  Virginia,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Ba;- 
lej,  Beechet,  Bennett,  BlonnI,  Boden,  Ban,  Bijan, 
Bnrwell,  Bailer  of  New  Hampshite,  Campbell,  Clag^ 
ett,  ClaUiome,  Ckilston,  Comitoek,  Cook,  CraAs,  Cusli- 
mao,  Darlington,  D^Tidson,  Deiba,  Diake,  JSarie,  Ed- 
wards, ElUcott,  Folger,  Osge,  OUberl,  Hate,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hubiouck,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hei- 
li^Hetstet,  Hoggi  HopkinMn,  Hnular,  Huntington, 
Jones,  Kiitlaud,  Lawjer,  Linooln,  Lion,  Little,  LiT- 
ennote,  Lowndei,  McCoj,  Marchand,  Mason  of  Hes- 
•aebuelte,  Mwcet,  Merrill,  Kobert  Moore,  Morton, 
Moedey,  Humford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  New- 
Ion,  Offisn,  Orr,  Palaei,  Palteraon,  Pawluig,  Pegram, 
Peter,  Pindall,  Pilfcin,  Plsasaats,  Porter,  Bhea,  Rice, 
Bicli,  Richards,  Sogers  Boggles,  Sunpeon,  Sarage, 
Sawyer,  Schnyler,  Scodder,  Settle,  Seybett,  Sbar- 
wood,  Silsbea,  Simkini,  Slocnmb,  8.  Smith,  Alekan- 
det  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sonthaid,  Speed,  Stewart  of 
North  Carolina,  Stom,  Sttother,  Tallnadge,  Tea, 


Taylor,  Tenell,  Teny,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Triable, 
Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Uphatn,  Walker  of  Notft 
CsTOlina,  WaUaee,  Wuidotsr,  Wesleilo,  Whlteaida, 
Whitman,  Wilkin.  Wimams  of  Couneeticnt,  Williane 
of  New  York,  Willianu  of  North  CaroW,  and  WiUoa 
of  MssBBchDietts — 133. 

And  so  the  enid  bill  was  rejected.  The  House 
adjourned  to  Monday. 

'  MoHDAT,  December?. 

Two  other  member^  to  wit:  from  Maryland, 
SA«DELRiHGaoLD,aBdfromObio,pETBKHiToa- 
cocK,  appeared,  and  took  their  seals. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislalire  Council  and  House  of  Representatiree 
of  Ihe  AlabtRna  Territory,  accompanied  with  a 
census  of  the  iobabiisnts  of  said  Territory: 
praying  that  the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  Stale ;  which  petition  wot 
referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Pom- 
DEXTEE,  C1.AIS0RNE,  Cobb,  Obr,  and  Bdtlbs 
of  New  Hampshire,  were   appointed   the  said 


The  Speaebs  also  presented  another  pelition 
from  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Rw- 
resentalires  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  praying 
for  certain  alterations  in  the  judicUl  system  of 
the  said  Tenitory ;  which  petition  was  ordued 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLbak,  of  Illinois,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  lUiDoie, 
stating  that  pterioui  to  the  surrey  of  the  pablie 
lands  in  (he  district  of  Shawseetown,  terenl 
persons  settled  on  public  lands,  which,  since  th« 
surTey,  have  been  discovered  to  be  the  section 
no.  16,  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools ;  and 
prayii^  that  other  lands  may  be  asstgned  for  the 
use  of  schools  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  McLean  presented  another  petition  of  (he 
Qenerol  Auembly  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  prar- 
" "-'tot 


ing  for  a  donation  of  four  sections  of  land  lu 
the  purpose  of  esiabtishing  thereon  the  seat  of 
the  government  of  the  said  Btate,  fot  twentr 
years.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pofc- 
lic  Lands. 

Mr.  Tailor,  from  the.  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Bteotions  have  exanuued  tba 
certifleite  of  eleoCion  of  John  McLean,  who  is  t»- 
tonied  a  RepresenUtive  of  the  State  of  illinm%  attd 
find  the  aune  sufficient  to  entitle  Um  to  a  seat  In  thk 

JOHN  W.  TAYLOR,  CA»r«». 
Dscdtaaa  7,  IBIS.  ^^ 

Mr.  WiLLuiiB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  tbe 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  ap- 
nUra.mri  of  Jacob  Dox,  for  Compensation  for  his 
as  a  oommisslonet  on  behalf  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  taking  evidence  on  the  Niagan 
frontier,  in  relation  to  claims  against  the  Umted 
Slates,  which  report  was  readj  when  Mr.  W. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  said  Jaeob  DoK, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  JoBinsoN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflairs,  teporwd  a  bill  eon- 


IM& 


BiaeroRT  of  OONOiRBBS. 


ISlfi. 


Petition  0/ JiAii  SaOfi. ' 


H.0Fa. 


eeniiDf  widom  ud  upbuu;  wtuBh  wts  nmi 
twict,  ud  commuted. 

Hr.  JoHHSOM  aabmiiud  lo  tba  Honte  ■  letter 
«ddn«Md  lohim  u  Cbairman  of  lli«  CommittM 
u  UHitirr  ASam  from  lh«  Secretiry  of  War, 
nsoB  the  rabjeet  of  the  MMblishment  of  an  ad- 
AtioDsl  annorr,  -whith  was  referred  to  Ibe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  wbicb  is  committed  the 
bill  aathoriziog  the  establisbmeot  of  a  Datioaal 
armory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habbiboh,  the  Jndiciarr 
Committee  were  inEtrnoted  (a  inquire  into  the 
expedieucr  of  proriding  by  law,  that  the  se*- 
sioDE  of  Ibe  circuit  aod  diEirict  courta  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutet,  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  be  held  alter* 
oaielf  in  the  eilf  of  Cincinnati,  and  at  snch 
other  place  as  now  Is.  or  may  hereafter  be,  ap- 
poiolea  bjr  law,  for  holding  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ltyi^iioKB,  it  wa* 

Btteked,  That  Mm  CommittM  of  Wajre  and  Meani 
'r»  into  tiM  expadisnej  of  re- 

KMd  Marah  3,  1»14,  entillgd  "An 
di«bi«t*<rf  ItwBf^Mfmtgog,  at 
Ofmgatdto,  mi  of  the  WUta  Hovrtaias." 

Mr.  L.  obserTed,  in  explanation,  that  these  dis- 
trict! were  established  during  the  embargo,  and 
continned  to  be  necessary  daring  the  war  which 
followed;  but  that  now,  in  time  of  .peace,  they 
wen  entirely  OBeleia,  and  as  Ihey  inrolTed  an 
npease  of  about  $1,300,  without  being  necea- 
Miy,  il  waa  expedient  they  ahotilil   be  diacoa- 


qiire  into  tbe  expediency  of  anibornlng  the 
ngltler  of  the  landtffice  and  reeeirer  of  public 
moneyi,  west  of  Pearl  riTtr,  in  the  Slate  of 
Uiasissippi,  lo  receiTe  additional  eridence  in  tbe 
elaim  to  land  of  the  legal  representa tires  of  Al- 
exander Montgomery,  deceased,  foonded  on  a 
waTiam  of  anrrej,  from  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, granted  to  John  Montgomery,  and  report- 
ed to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  according 
to  law. 

Oft  motion  of  Mr.  &TO«ia,  tweaty-five  hno- 
drwl  addilioBal  eopiea  of  the  Meaaago  of  ibe 
PnridenC  of  tbe  United  States^  in  relatioii  to  the 
SMaisote  war,  conmnnieaied  to  ttaii  Honae  on 
tbe  M  inattnt,  nnd  Ae  documents  aocMBpanying 
the  aame,  were  ordvred  to  be  printed  for  the  i»e 
•f  the  members  of  this  Hoose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Pretident 
of  tbe  United  States  was  requested  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  ibe  Route  of  Represenlaitves.  the 
proaeedtngi  which  hare  been  had  Ainder  the  act, 
entitled,  "An  act  for  ibe  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates ;"  specify  in  g  the  num- 
ber of  ships  which  bare  been  put  on  tbe  slocks, 
and  of  what  class,  and  the  quantity,  and  kind  of 
natetiaU  wbicb  hare  been  procured  in  compli- 
ance with  the  prorisions  ol^  said  act ;  and  also 
the  sgms  of  mone*  which  have  been  paid  out  of 
the  fund  oreued  ky  aaid  aei,  and  for  what  ob- 
iaati;  and  likewise  liie  coalraota  wbicb  have 
been  antered  iito  in  azecBlton  cf  the  Mid  Mt, 


on  which  moseys  may  not  yet  have  been  ad- 
vanced. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Cooimitlee  on 
the  Poblic  Lands  were  iostrncted  to  inquire  into 
tbe  expediency  of  granting  to  each  Slate  a  tract 
of  land,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thonaand 
acres,  for  tbe  endowment  of  an  oniversitr  in 
each  Slate. 

The  Spbaxbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fi-om  John  Oardiner,  enclosing  a  map  of  the  Ala- 
bama Territory,  and  of  military  bounty  lands  in 
Missotiri,  and  staling  that  if  Congress  thinks 

E roper  to  give  to  each  soldier  a  map  with  his 
ouniy  land,  he  is  willing  to  relinquish  his  im- 
pression on  reasonable  terms;  which  letter  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  ihea  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  a  par- 
tial appropriation  for  the  Military  Sstablishmeni, 
Ae. ;  which  was  reported  lo  the  Honse  wilhont 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engroKied  for  a 
third  reading. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Barton  ;  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  WU- 
liam  King;  and  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe 
heirs  of  Adolphus  fiorgharl,  deceased;  which 
were  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
--  be  engrossed,  and  severally  read  a  third  time 


PETITION  OF  JOHN  HAILE. 

The  House  then  renlved  itself  into  aCommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  o<l  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Haile. 

The  petitioner  in  this  case  states  that,  in  tbe 
month  of  December,  1814,  the  enemy  entered 
the  town  of  Tappehannock,  and,  in  consequence 
of  his  house  being  nsed  and  occupied  as  a  ena- 
tom-house,  in  which  tbe  public  records  were 
kept,  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  tbe  same,  with  its 
contents.  The  petitioner  further  slates,  that,  al- 
though tbe  honse  was  his  own  property,  it  was 
evident  the  enemy  destroyed  it  in  cooseqBcneetf 
ill  being  used  as  a  pablie  office,  aad  he  thereftwe 
prays  Congress  to  grant  him  remuaeraiion.  Tba 
Committee  report,  as  iheir  opinion,  that  tbe  pe- 
titioner canno^  under  Ibe  law  of  April,  1816,  or 
under  any  other  law  with  which  Ibey  are  to- 
quainted,  be  antiited  to  lelitf. 

The  report  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Gakxbtt,  on 
Ibe  greaad  that  this  preperiy,  being  in  the  oecu- 
pation  of  the  Qovernmeni,  stood  On  the  same  foot- 
ing as  ^perty  occtipiedin  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  that  reason  destroyed. 
This  position  be  sustained  at  some  length.  Mr. 
WiLLiAue,  of  North  Carolina,  defended  the  re- 
port, contending  that,  as  the  property  was  placed 
10  the  situation  in  which  it  stood,  by  the  act  of 
tbe  individual,  (who  received  from  the  Qovern- 
ment  a  ^ood  salary  for  his  services,)  and  not  at 
the  requisition  of  the  Qorernment,  he  bad  no 
manner  of  claim  on  the  Government  for  relief. 

The  lepori  was  agreed  to  by  tbe  Commiiteer 
and,  being  r^oited  |4  tbe  HMsf,  W**  there  «aii- 


ni 

SEtHMta^  OF  OOdROaiBSL 

H» 

H.c 

»R. 

D«,«i.fl«;i»w.. 

wtired  in;  So  lbs  prayer  of  ttie  pMliiooeT  wai 
rejected. 

BALES  OF  PtTBLIO  LANDS. 
Mr.  SiHKiNB  offered  the  foUowing  reMlmioD : 
St»»hed,  Tk>t  Um  Secretarr  of  tba  Tnutur  b« 
raqowted  to  Uj  before  thii  H«tM«  a  lUUtMiit 
niM,  pubLc  ind  piivata,  of  public  landi  walhi 
tb«  Ohio,  and  oioM  tht  nwuM  of  KmlHtkj/  rJMT  ; 
tha  i«ip«clite  jMn  in  which  ■ucn  ula»h«Ta-t«k«n 

Elacc)  the  credtii  giien  od  luch  lalei,  the  ■om  which 
B<re  been  paid  IbeTeoa,  Ihoie  which  are  dow  dui^ 
•sd  tlte  periodi  at  which  the;  became  m;  wbethu 
•nj  iDitatiiteiita  en  jet  to  fall  dm,  end  to  wbat 
amoimt ;  aUo  what  deaeripliona  of  paper  hart  been 
reorired,  and  what  are  now  receiTable  ia  pajnentfor 
•aidlandK 

Od  the  sugKCHtioD  of  Mr.  HEHDaiczs,  the  mo- 
tion waa  modified  by  sttikiDj  out  the  words  ia 
italic,  so  as  to  tnalte  ibe  scope  of  it  embrace  iJl 
the  country  DOithwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Some  discDasioD  cben  took  place  on  the  expe- 
dieocf  of  liloptiDg  ihe  resoluiioo  ;  in  which  Mr. 
Si^BDTBBK  objected  to  it,  on  the  (^ound'tbat 
nuch  of  it  was  loticipated  by  ioformatiou  here- 
totan  eomonioicaled,  ormiuired  by  Ihe  Hiiute; 
that  it  embraced  an  extent  of  infurmBlioQ  which 
we«  unnecesmrT,  and  to  aBbrd  which,  would  de- 
mattd  of  the  Treasorr  Department  a  labor  per- 
fectly herculeaD,  ^. 

Mr.  Habrison,  under  an  idea  that  much  of 
the  inforiaaiioa  caUed  for  waa  already  commu' 
Dicated  to  ihc  acaual  repoits  Trom  the  Treasury, 
MdanwilliBg  loorder  snch  a  laborious  aod  ex- 
teoaive  roen  of  ioformatioB  prcoipitatety,  moved 
that  the  TegoloiioQ  lie  on  Ihe  table  and  be  print- 
ed; which  being  acqukaeed  in  by  Mr.  Suip- 
KiNS,  whose  obieel  wax  net  to  rii 
liouUe,  but  only  lo  obtain  ia^ri 
r«ftdy  coramunictted ; 

The  reaoluiion  was  laid  on  tiia  table. 
8UHVIVIN0  RBVOLUtlONART  0PFICBR8. 

JUr.  JoBNBoii,  of  JEEeatueky,  ftom  the  oommit- 
tee  aHwinted  on  the  peiiiion  of  William  Jack- 
■DA,  aolicilor  for  the  surTiria^  offieers  of  the 
BeToluiioaary  ariay,  and  to  which  were  refeiwd 
■uadry  petitjoB*  of  said  officers,  and  -of  inhabi- 
tSDia  ot  the  United  Slates  on  (heir  behalf,  nade 
a  detaited  report  upon  said  pctitioiM;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  CoBmitHe  of  Um 
WhoU.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  on  Ihe  SUt  of  Octobsr,  1780,  by  raaolBtioB  of 
CoofMss,  it  was  proiidedtbat  the  offioera  whoshooid 
MOtinna  in  servica  to  tba  and  of  the  war,  ahoald  be 
entitled  to  half  pay  during  life,  lo  conunanca  from  the 
(ims  of  reduction.  This  stipolation  emanated  from  a 
preiioiu  leaolution  of  CongrMSi  which  piomised  sev- 
en jeara'  half  pay  to  ths  same  class  of  officers,  except- 
ing those  who  might  hold  any  office  of  profit  under 
the  United  States,  oi  an;  of  the  States. 

By  anothei  resolution  of  Congress,  in  Jaonary, 
1761,  the  itipulstion  was  so  extended  as  to  embrace 
(he  hospital  department  and  nodical  staff  In  the  be. 
ginning  of  the  yetr  1789  a  memorial  was  presented  to 
OoDfffess,  &am  a  committee  of  Uie  oSoen  of  the  Ar- 
my andei  Um  ^aMdiste  command  of  Oeneral  Wasb- 


imffau,  (mposter  a  MHafsuAnMM  rfthe  hUf  pay  kr 
life,  on  condmon  Uiat  an  eqni*alaatsha«ld  be  protUed, 
ehbai  by  Iha  pay  meni  of  a  froM  sum  «  ^  a  ' 


originated  with  officers  of  Ibe  •»;«  grew  oat  ef  ■ 
CMk*ietioB  that  tke  half  pay  for  lift  was  i^w^d  W 
their  ftUaw-citixena  as  sanntng  leamiwh  ofthea^nt 
of  a  prifil^ed  oidtf,  which  leodored  the  auasDie  an. 
populsr  wUh  many  of  the  oommani^ ;  and  iIm  pm- 
position,  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  to  relinqt^  iha 
payment  fsr  life,  was,  and  erer  will  be,  Tiewed  a»  an 
act  of  the  most  distinguished  patriotism,  in  perfect  ao- 
cordance  with  that  entire  deTOlioa  lo  the  country, 
whldi  is  so  strikingly  manifsated  in  all  their  fuffetings, 
sicrillcea,  and  serrice*. 


from  necesNty,  readHy  emtnaeed  tba  oocaeion  of  re- 
moving a  measure  objectionable  in  its  prinriple,  by  a 
commutatien  of  five  years'  fall  psy  in  Iwn  ef  tite  half 
f^  te  1!%  ia  a  veadBtumof  IDMih  aw,  lTfi«  wUch 

^^"-"mckaOsevBfwABlilen'iitaarrie^anl 

lu*  iktntn  to  iMi  *bA  If  Um  WW,  ehdaU 
•  HBiica  ih»  aiMtUifrW  ftM  fwmJ  Mi 
pay  in  mdhayioraaiMiitieaeAiiitetesU.Bt  lAfparc^tb 
per  annum,  as  Congress  should  find  most  conienient, 
instead  of  the  half  pay  promised  for  LTe  by  the  re<Dlii> 
lion  of  October  31st,  1780 ;  the  Mid  aecuritiea  to  b* 
such  as  should  be  given  toother  creditors  of  the  Vatt- 
:ei  States,  provided  it  shoald  be  at  Ihe  option  of  the 
ilinesof^  napective  Stales^  andnol  oT  officer*  IbA 
vidnelly  of  thoee  liBea,  lo  tefiua  or  eeeept  lb>  aasBa. 
The  commBlaiion  was-  aooaded  U  b)r  Ae  •ffieets  ga>- 
erally,  in  tba  manner  pointed  out ;  and  at  the  reifaiv 
Hon  of  die  Army  they  metwM  ctmmolatiBii  ceMtft- 
catos  tut  the  anouot  praacribedi  The-  manoMiala 
slate  •  vanMy  o(  bets,  and  paesent  aaany  oauidetain 
tioBB,  to  prove  dtat,  by  the  commalatieB,  gnat  iqj«»- 
tka  baa  been  done  to  Ihe  offioera  originalty  enlilled  ta 
'  ■'*  .-....-.-.  jnoelhaGo*" 
It  of  half  pBj 


conclndee  with  a  specific  prayer,  thai  a 
may  bs  passed  directing  the  accounting  officers  of  (he 
Treasury  to  adjust  tba  claim  of  each  surviving  offiea^ 
of  the  Revolutionanr  Army  of  the  United 'Slates,  who 
by  the  resolve*  of  Congress  was  entitled  to  half  pay 
Ibr  Ms,  e«lfi|stinffthe  aaaMmi  of  the  piiBclpat  oT  iha 
atManges^mn  IheliiBeof  hia  redueliMt  and  dedn^ 


la«  thereftcBS  Ave  year*'  fldl  pay ;  asd  the  Valiai*  ft 
,  ntaaMg**  beinf  dm*  awortainBd,  to  isauA'a  eeilifieatti 
bearing  an  tBteeat  of  six  par  MMam  per  anaBS,  t» 
Ike  oOoer  for  the  amMiBt  of  aaid  balaaee ;  and  lb* 
officer  to  be  thenceforth  entitled  to  receive  half  p^a 
in  half  yearly  payments,  for  and  during  the  term  ti 
his  natotal  lib.  The  coDimittee  have  endaavorad  lo 
investigate  the  sntgea  vrilh  ell  the  candor  and  attea* 
lion  wbi^  its  medt>  require;  and  in  any  poitK  of 
view  difficnttiesVf  no  ordinaiy  njagsitade  preaeBlel 

When  contemplating  the  eminent  aervices  and  gen- 
eroas  sacrificea  of  that  illnstriooa  band,  the  commiits* 
conld  not  withhold  a  ft vorable  report  lo  Ihe  Aitl  extent 
of  the  piayer  of  Ihe  petitioners,  oonld  they  be  goven- 
ed  alone  by  feeting.  The  reaooreea  of  the  natloB 
would  never  repay  the  debt  of  gnUitnd*  wbioh  is  daa 
to  the  patdots  and  sages  of  tba  Becehition,  whosa 
oonnsel*  aad  achieaenant*  ao  easoBtially  conUibVIBd 
10  Oe  MlaUiahaeat  of  that  freedom  aadiadepMUbuB 


n» 


amOBEiOF:  (tuntuOBBS. 


sw 


SwMitg  MtKbMowi^' OficKiwc 


tt  tha  petitioiMra  Mkad  u  m  griAaJljoalji 

flOllb*  mold  nu»:  oiur  cImm*  of  dKimoM,  Mf^T 


•  «iidniwd  with  dtMiu 
•  printiBii*  Mi  kmm  ta  wUcli  teM  tojlttg 
)aM]  tiMH,  Mid  is  Oa  iHrpiatM  wd  lad*. 


tt.BWj  bitbal  •niTMciifiNpin  tWM  of  gwit 
•nblie  caUait;,  mt^  Mcun  •  pWUBiUj  MTuOJi  tb* 


.  WoHM 


of  tUt  Tiwr  of  llw  nbjtot.  Dm  (Wm  of  tbo  iBOvMriat- 
ll**  ■■  pn^Mtcd  «iMH  MwlMtt  and  lafil  tMigtfiimi 
Im  tlwligUaf  JdrtiM,  ihnftMt  llic  mmoMm  ii»*« 
■kicoan<lM>ldllMiM^»MI;  and  itk  Bith  teiltaCO'af 
Mirens  mgMl  thaj  iod  lb«B»«l«»«  oawpalt»d,ittda^ 

I*  di»r  ia  i^iiuaA  wi*  tha =-*■--  ="  "■ 

«f  Ifcapatitel. 

navMcdMlMof  Ooof**   . 
fta  tka  balf 'wt  wa4  (oMMIcd,  WW  |M|«Md  fer  tiM 
|gtw,€iid&rtcoBi   ■  ■  "  ■ 


•oMiihiiJj^eMMad  W 
IWMODiU&taaba 


opM  tbaanp^liai  Ont  At  CAM 


Mtkuf  «uwitaw«^t*ri*«ftr  tbw  oi)«Jbatallpolai 
tan,  dMSMra  tlwa  tin  yaaM^  ftUI  w  wM'ifeM 
•faitabiy  dwk  na  ecMMlMt^  oa  Hv'piiaVaN'Df 
«|pi>tM(,  Ihn  a  }ui  aMidMUCWdi  itad*  Iqr  Mm  partial 
wiMBAa  ctMNHatatfM  iw  at—a  J-  upani  atida*  M 
*«  almraataMM  «f  dte  «awi  and  M|M  H*  ta  ta  Ml 
«lMil  at  ikia  dar.  Bw,  if  it  wara  awary  talaat 
ArraNaf.tTiavtawiBf  thacaairantiwtaawwt^ll^iiW 
ba  fettad  tttattha  iaMaat  qf  1*b7««^  AH  la^,  atah 
par  eaal.  par  anmai,  ia  aqu)  to  Uiaaaiftha  oT  tha 
•hot»  aaraant  of  half  pay  fir  Itfc:  Ibr  eMuaata,  tain 
tha  tdTanea  lo  a  captain,  of  ftaa  juat^  fhl  p«j'i«t 
kfij  doUaia  9*1  numUvAliWOi  tha  aanul  ialartM  on 
Vhioh  mold  maka  Iha  niB  1^  t^M  at  NX  Hf  oaalBiB, 
mi  (he  whala  ameant  of  halTpv  wcwM  vaha  ib* 
mtf  *ttlM  ftar  aQiHitn. 

Thaad«aaM«ffi*a;aai^  AdlpttrnUIababa'aaad 
an»4  to  tha  pcaMRl  wonh  of  hau  pay  fbi  laora  ibaa 
AAaa»-7aw.    Tha  caomittaa  cawMt,  thacafMa. dia- 


lad.  tha  taaalatiaa  of  Hat«W  17S%  prmidedthai 
teSvayaara'ftU  pay  ahaold  b«iaiMM7,ariacBiir 
tiaatot  MaraatatHK  parMBLparaonaakaaCoasMM 
iMoM  find  Hpat  «aB*ea)M*t  I  tha  aaidaacBiliAiaa  kains 
nahaaahanldbaiiaaaW'tha-'olhar  (caditsia  of  (ha 
Snitad  Stataa. 

CoDgiMi  fcund  it  moat  conienJeDt  to  pa; laiaaaaiii- 


n  atipaltlte-.  tbaoBlf'  aridwoa  af 
•ananauv  pa^art  and  Iba  aiana  aa  waMfiTeu  la 
aAw  siedilata  of  Iha  Umtad  8tataa«  Iha  laitfc  af  tha 
Mtiaa  wat  al^dsad  foi  tha  pajmanl  of  thaw  aoHil- 
aatea,iand  thapMgawaaaolMaqMBlljfadaaaad  Iq 
Iba  pajmaal  at  tha  naouaal  anMunl.  with  inlanati  in 
■aid  at  dlT«,  ot  aqititalanta,  iatbe  baada  af  tha  oOear 
I  M-hiaaawfaa.  irthaoffioara«oDldaatMaua»nd  tha 
SHinar  in  haad  fai  Ibeae  <eHiA«alea,  nailhei  aevid  tbigr 
hwro  doaa  an  at  that  da;  for  thaii  half  par.  had  (bata 
hMunDMEamatatiaac  caM  and  lUtar  w«a  not  ia  tha 
■aadkarOovanmaaiatthalpariDd,    ThiaiaiaKatI' 


ada^Wahawthit  thaomda  of  iMirB«Maloi)»*a» 
dhaagad,  and  that  tha  oontnitatliitt  magraatad  aa-a' 
Mr  aqnMOaBt. 
Bpon  tha  Ti'ew  taken  by  the  m 


woaldbebnlapariialH  ....    . 

ceaaad  would  UTa  o^tal  aMuabpaii  I 

aathaoffieaiwha  aarrWaai    Agaio,  I        

aak  a  laMntptioD  of  ifaa  ariiintl  aonitfact,  la  wWeh  Iba 
aaagaobjBBttatiBiD^bawgadaainlharaarlTBS.  If 
th«i  doemad  olfaetiaaabCa,  baeaaaa  net  ia  aecardtaaa 
wWi-thogaataaofaarinali«atiena)iiormiiggiiijlwilh 
tba  aaatimaaiB  of  Mw  AMatieaa  peopfa^  ft  naj  ba 
amallfaaat'lbiadaj.  Upon  tha  moat  arUaaha  tta** 
«Ucb  Iha  cDOHirfNaa  haaa  takmof  Ifcia  antjatt/diby 


oTthapMitfankiita  artaat,  wotid,  ia  dM 


fnmgbtwiih  DtMh  Btii<  Ooaadona,aCtheaaBi«ttna, 
of  Us  KHiila'aDd  warthaftbaaedMDiruilbadHeMafc 
trk«aa  darotfoa  and  daadt  ba*o  gino  audi  ^oif  and 
(Bchhappineaa  lo  OUT  coDntiy;  oonaciooa  of  thetrpa^ 
triolian -end-rahr,  wUoh  bava  tanpoied  hatia;  Mi- 
■atioAa  upon  Ae  gratafbl  lansmbraiica  «f  the  natlotri 
Iha  ooadiiilee  oauU  aet  neaacifc  to  Aair  feelltig^  ot 
datj  an  aathwr^jaetjoa  of  Iba  maiaoriBlt  and  ttay 
ha*a  loakad  far  a  aoiabtBatioa  af  Iha  prinolplM  A 
afBi^  nd  of  paCladat  cot  wUoh  nriffal  ba  rawJadj 


tnitiiiliBta,  a 


it  jniolnac  Aitara  diBeoWeat'  ia 


df4e  haa  haao  fauadin  ^  dapNoiatioa  of  tha-aan^ 
nmiaaaa  oaitiaoattv  and  tiia  Joaaaa  aaalainad  bftha 
aatuaa^aala'DfthaaaeaitifiaBtaa.  bbawall  aitaatad 
faat,  that  waat  of  tboaa  certttcatea  wan  aotd  at  aa 
alarm  at  of  Dtttnon  than  fran  oaadlfth  to  oa»Wi* 
of  (hair  naaainal  valaa.  Qold  aad  fHrar  net  betag  la 
Iha  p6waa  of  lh«  Oaaaramant.  ^  praaiilg  and  imma' 
Aale  want  of  the  hddan  randnad  it  netaaaalj  Cm 
flhaaito  dimaaaafthairoartifiaatBaat  aiy  price;  aadi 
opon  thb  Ttew  of  iha  aok^l,  Iba  ca«minaa  aaaoM* 
auad  thafbllowilag  taaolatnm : 

■HciaJaed;  That  each  offitet  of  Iba  Raaahitiaaalj 
ai^r  who  waa  eatWed  la  half|iV  for  lift  oadw  Aa 
wmmii  (eaolaaa  of  Ooi^ibh  apev  that  aad^attiMd 
afterwaa^  is  «M«nbliBa  <h*MaC  taeatMd  tka 
amotiut  «f  Atb  jaaia*  fall  pay,  in  oawifinatna  ot  aaea- 

6'tJM  of  the  United  Statea.  ahall  now  be  fui,  bj  tha 
nited  Slatei,  tba  nomiaii  ananatof  lucbcwti&ataa 
or  lecniitiea,  wUhont  intaieit,  dedacting.  Ihera&ua 
ona-eighlh  put  of  the  aaid  amount. 

MBHOBML  AND  BTaTnttWt. 
7i  tit  hoMorable  the  SetmU  and  the  htmorabk  R»um 
ff  RrpraentaHve*  of  the  United  Slaiee  in  Coo- 
grtM  MiembUi,  the  vtetnorial  of  the  tubteriber, 
Solidiv  on  hduUf<(f  the  turvivrng  Offietn  of  the 
BevUitlianary  Army  of  thi  Vnued  Stalte,  nott 
rupeEffuUy  repruenlt : 

That  bia  eonatitiMnti^  tba  rarriTinc  offieaia  of  th» 
Batolotiooai;  aiiayt  >■>  Mocwiog  their  applioatiaa  to 
yoar  honeaable  Honaea,  £>r  aa  aquilabta  lauiencBt  af 
tha  half  paj,  aa  atipniatod  b;  the  raaalTaa  of  Cangaea*^ 
are  not  mara  impalM  ^T  the  afflietinc  aaoaaaitj,  to 
which  the  faithful  daaoiioti  of  (hetijouth  le  the  ■iJiM)' 


m. 


HIBTOBY  OF  OONOSME 


Stt 


H.orR. 


amnMiig  Jhwohrfowby  Qgktn. 


ttntM  ott^MieaanbrjhM  nimt»i  thun  isthad*- 
«liju  of  life,  Uun  b;  ft  Mnw  of  dutj  lo  thaiaid>M,  at 
men  of  honor,  to  damoaitiata  mi  eiUbliili,  by  iiMoa- 
troTcrtibU  proof,  the  tmth  and  jadice  of  th«  cltum 
which  the^  hire  piefeired ;  and  leljing  on  the  eqait; 
of  the  DKtonBt  counoila.  qader  inch  infoimation,  the; 
have  iuitructed  yooi  memotUlut  to  itate  the  foilow- 
ing  fact*,  with  tb«  evidence  bj  which  the;  are  aup- 

By  the  naolTei  of  Congrau,  of  AngsM  lllb,  1778, 
Octobar  Slit,  1780,  and  Januarr  I7tb,  1781,  it  wm 
itipiilatcd  that  half  paj  for  Ufa  ibould  be  allowed  to 
the  officen  of  the  Beiolntioaaij  annj,  whoeo  temu 
of  leniM  an  ipecified  in  the  said  leMdvM. 

The  piooft  oi  ihii  rtipBlBliM)  are  reoordad  in  ttw 
acta  of  the  Go*enunent,  onder  Uw  NTaral  dal«e  above 
lecited— and  the  repetition  of  the  pramiaa,  ao  often 
nuide,  not  onl;  declared  the  graliUiM  of  the  Govem- 
ment  lo  the  officeii,  for  teiricea  alcetdy  nodand,  bnt 
maniieited  ita  aniietj  £ir  the  eontinnaiice  of  those 
Hrvteai,  which  it  thtia  loIemDlj  atipolated  to  reward. 

The  cODliact,  on  the  part  of  the  officen,  wai  Mth- 
AiDy  perfoimed,  at  the  aacrifice  of  every  penonal  eoD- 
_!i — !__^  ^gj  jj^  entire  lelinqniihrnnit  of  priiMe 


whMttbajwtMidm 


lapnitaf  AoHMuBri 


Ca«scili  iball  award. 

In  addkiim  to  facta  ao  eoaelaatte  aa  thoeo  abea^ 
aUtiMd  ia  tttet  ot  the  eUin,  yont  aieminiaUit  befi 
leave,  with  the  moat  re^ectAil  debpaiMa,  to  alUe  to 
yonr  koanahle  Hoiue  that,  in  eommitiDg  Use  hall 
f^  te  life,  an  arroi  of  the  most  j^forioni  nature  tA 
'  ~  i  (no  donbt  iBadreitatitlj)  coBuutte^— 
.  indeed,  u,  wtthoot  fanpeachhig  tiha  ■»■ 
tefrity  of  the  aeremiami,  need  only  Id  be  uenliongd, 


ind^nd- 

M  an^  eofareigntj  of  the  United  States — and  "  hut 
loo  sadly  attested  by  the  neeeaaity  which  urge*  the 
pnaent  a^eal  lo  the  Jostiqe  of  GoTamment. 

On  the  part  of  QoTsmBen^  no  Tatianee 

tKOH  ti  the  conliMt  was  disclosed  nntil  the  IXd  at 
Hardw  17SS,  (the  ^tfininary  articlsa  of  peaoe  being 
then  agBed,)  when  a  prnjadioe  agaiBSI  the  half  p^ 
luninf  been  ezeilad  in  tamt  sectinna  of  ear  coimtrf  i 
dia  fanlar  offiearaof  the  ann7aan**ted  lh«  idea  af» 
Mmmlalioa,  which,  allboiigh  generally  objected  to 
by  thejnnior  officers,  wes,iindei  the  inMonoe  of  age 
and  rank,  adopted  by  the  lines  composing  the  mtnn 
may  i  and  the  nwdvc  of  Congiees,  propasing  a  com* 
mnlalion  of  fita  yean'  fiill  pay,  in  lien  of  the  half  pay 
fiit  life,  which  had  batn  so  jepe^adly  stipnbtad,  and 
which  had  imqaeatioiiaUy  held  an  innnence  in  decid- 
ing the  yenngar  poition  wT  the  officers  to  an  ahstiacted 
ptmnit  of  militMT  dnty,  was  pSMod. 
Indejpendently,  howeier,  of  the  • 
by  the  jnnim  officera  of  the  main  army, 
m«tati0D  of  the  half  pay,  there  is  a  bet  of  deciaTc 
impoitanee,  aa  tegaids  a  large  portion  of  the  offierai^ 
ia  rdtlion  to  that  change  of  the 


>  •bjeetioni  oSatod 


The  officera  ofthtlineiof  Georgia,  Sonth  Carolma, 
North  OaKrtiDB,  and  gome  corps  of  Tliginia,  had  no 
voice  whateTcr,  either  by  Unci  or  as  indivi4aal(.  In  the 
qneslion  of  commutatioD.  They  had  been  mad*  pris- 
oners of  war  before  and  at  the  captulation  of  Ofaaites- 
ton,  OD  the  ISth  of  May,  1780,  and  were  not  after- 
wards  reorganiwd. 

Yonr  memorialist  was  at  that  tine  a  captain  of  the 
flrat  regiment  of  Sonlh  Carolina,  and  aid-de-camp  to 
Major  Gaueral  Liocolo,  who  then  commanded  in  the 
Scnthem  Department ;  and  your  memonatiit,  being 
afterwards  sppolnted  Asiislant  Secretaiyof  War.is  en- 
^ried  to  assure  yonr  honorable  Homes  that  thia  stalo- 
meot  is  strictly  correct  Heiinat,hanever,initnicted 
to  lequeet  any  distinctioD ;  and  he  belie*e>that  the  gen- 
erons  apirits  of  those  Hnes,  who  s1iTvi*e  to  ttnlte  with 
Aeir  bfotb«  olEc«t*  in  the  present  applicalioB.do  not 
dedre  to  be  separated  from  their  hitmnl  comrade*  in 
hMiOT  end  misfi>rtDn«  1  bBt,coufidlngonth«JBitieeof 
tk*  dabo,  awaU  with  tb«n  that  eqniUble  dediioa. 


Mdial 


leyouiger 


drees  lo  the  iojnrod  party. 

The  Bverage  age  of  the  officera  af  the  Rerolodsnaij 
anuf ,  at  the  ehwo  of  the  war,  in  1783,  cenid  net,  t^ 
jmtt  oompniation,  be  reckoned  bejond  Ihir^-five  yeai«, 
wtkh  on  aa  estimate  «f  the  eipeotalioa  of  life,  cal- 
laelad  &om  Iha  most  appntad  writers  oi 
WDold  have  eotilled  the  officers  to  an  »«rage  c 
of  tan  years  and  nx  months'  AiU  pay, 
of  Stc  yaara;  and  wonid  have  allowed  to  me  y 
oSoers,  who  diiagreed  to  the  oommntation,  an  am* 
tgeof  twehre  years'  ffall  pay. 

PMm  these  data  yonr  aiemoriBlist  eonolndee  Owl  tf 
the  commntatiou  of  &ie  yean'  fiill  pay  had  bMit  paid 
to  hia  oonatiloanls  in  gold  or  HlTor,  th(T  wonU  at  Ihis 
time,  under  the  eiMC  here  stated,  haie  had  a  deal  aad 
eqnilaMe  daiffl  iK  tba  additiaoal  sum  of  fiva  yeaM  aid 
six  moDtha' pinaiiMl  of  the  AH  pay,  with  il*  aonuwh 
latienaf  thii^-ivo  yearn' inletest>amoNnliag  ton  mm 
far  b<7oad  the  modante  pronneirinn,  which  they'jun* 
snlmiit  loryonr  honotaUe  Uouaia,  of  resuming  tha 
ofigtnal  oontract  wilhonl  chafing  any  interest  on  Aft 
airearagea  of  Iho  haltpay,  or  Mkins  u»  dedadiaa 
fhr  th«  loss  which  thoj  autfain  hi  aUowing  the  Sail 
nomiaal  amoant  of  Iha  commntation  cactUsato  to  b* 
rofiinded,  instead  of  Ae  one-eighth  vr  nam  tenth  part 
whidi  dwyreeuTediOn  «  sale  forced  for  want  of  braa^ 
twdra  yaam  after  it  ws*  charged  to  them  as  gold  oc 
•iher — no  parision  having  beni  made  b^  the  Oot«is- 
ment  in  that  time  to  redeem  the  ptinctpal  «t  U>  pay 
any  part  of  the  liileraat. 

Were  it  necessary  to  addneo  any  additional  prooii 
in  snj^ort  of  the  daim,  yonr  memorlaDrt  iqiptahonda 
that  comtdete  ooitflnnatlon  of  aH  the  fads  and  opiB* 
ions  herein  sUted  will  be  fbnnd  in  the  memorial  ofiht 
«tif«*  of  the  United  etates,  trtidi  he  is  dwrgcd  lo 
pteseat  to  yom  honorabla  Honses  hi  behalf  of  hii 
oeaaiitiieDtB,  the  snrriring  officers  of  Iha  Rerehitia*- 
sry  army.    In  that  ninnta  and  Intaraatlng  refnaaB- 

■-■'--  ■^-' tut  only  gratefhOy  reeogitlaad 

ho  Jintioe  of  Ihdr  «Mni  aoB- 
-  -  pledge  is  ^c*m  by  laany  4m» 
of  (ha  most  respeelaUe  dtiune  Ifeat  they  wM 
eheerfiilly  oontribnte  thdr  pwpoHlon  ef  iwssiment  M 
the  just  and  grateful  purpose  of  fhlMingtUs  nittOBal 


As  thb  libcnl  toterpositioa  in  behalf  of  the  •nrvl. 
ling  officer*  of  &»  luTrinlioBaty  army,  by  the  elli- 
aens  of  the  United  Smtes,  to  manr  ^  wham  pnhlia 
tnistt  of  great  impoitance  are  conflded,  is  of  high  a«- 
Ihori^,  and  not  only  esiaUishe*  the  jadiea  of  IIm 
claim,  but  fives  a  pbdgo  lo  make  pivnirioa  for  its  Hf 
^arge,  yonr  memorialist,  mder  the  sanction,  and  ia 
the  wor&  of  their  aelidtatioD,  en  bohalf  of  his  conniu 
nents,  iBoal  re^edftaUy  aitd  meat  eameMiy  sotraala  * 
that  an  act  me*  be  pasaed  4ir«dmg  fta  aceoantfaiy 
offieers  of  Ibo  IVeanry  to  adjust  ths  claims  of  eaab 
sorriring  oOear  of  the  HafohMumesy  army  of  tlM 
United  SiMes,  who,  by  lbs  raselTeB  of  OoBfiass,  wata 
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JSnrviviKg  Kev^ntUmary  Offken.  - 


H.opR. 


._  ,  ,  :  01  ta>  M  IBM  HIM  fioin  tba  time  of  hii 
ndnetian,  wad  dednetiDK  tienftwm  fire  jeKn'  hU 
pa; — uid  the  btlince  of  iireariKei  being  utii  uear- 
tdited,  to  itme  a  certifiate,  bMring  totereet  of  lii  per 
cent  per  umnm,  to  the  oflker  for  the  Moonot  of  Mid 
belanee ;  end  tite  officer  to  Im  tbenoefbrlh  entitled  to 
TBOaive  half  w,  in  lulf  ytaAj  pifiBHite,  for  end  dmiDg 
the  torn  of  me  nalnn)  lift. 

Ae  the  relief  to  be  reemed  b;  the  MirTiriDt  offieen 

«f  the  Rerohitioiiary  tnny,  vhoM  iverage  »ge  now- 

uproediei  menl;  jeue,  will  be  grettJj  hicnued  b; 

the  promptilnde  with  whidi  it  ie  Mcordod,  jour  me- 

BorieSet  ilM  entreata  that  the  etteotioii  of  yonr  hon- 

MaUe  Honeee  m*;  be  dincted  to  thii  intemtiiig  oon- 

Mduukiiu   And  year  memoiialiet  will  ever  pray. 

W.  JACKSON, 

MIettop  on  M»mif  of  the  Offietrt  of  the  lUtolu. 

tionary  Jbmy  of  the  V.  S. 

Slatemtni^HLeBalf  Pay  far  Lift,  atHiputaUdij/ 
the  Jwo&M  of  Congrtu. 
In  Congrt**  Auguil  II,  1779. 
*■  lUaohei,  That  A»  half  pay  prorUed  bj  the  reeo 
hition  of  the  Ifith  May,  177B,  be  extended  to  contitiDt 
ibr  lile,  and  that  the  holding  of  a  civil  oflke  onder  the 
United  Statai.  or  either  of  them,  ahall  be  no  bar 
prarvant  bb^  offleer  Itaini  receiring  the  tame." 
In  CongrtM,  Oelober  31,  I7S0. 
"Semletd,  Thai  the  ComDuoder-in-Chie^  and  ca_ 
nandiuK  officer  in  the  SoDlhem  deputmeat,  direct  the 
offieen  of  each  State  to  meet  and  agree  npon  the  offi< 
een  fbrihe  resioieati  to  be  railed  by  their  le^iectiTe 
Btatee,  £rom  dioee  who  indina  to  continae  in  lerrice ; 
■nd  where  it  cannot  be  done  bj  agreement,  to  be  de- 
termined b^  nniaritji  and  make  relom  of  IboM  who 
are  to  remain,  which  ii  to  be  traumitted  to  Congraai, 
together  with  the  namei  of  the  offieen  reduced,  who 
are  to  be  allowed  half  paj  for  life. 

"  Retohed,  That  the  offioen  who  iball  continae  in 
the  aerrtce  to  the  end  of  the  war,  ihall  alas  be  entitled 
to  half  pij  during  Ille,  to  commence  from  the  time  of 
Ibrir  redaction." 

in  CongrtUfJaxuuay  17,  ITSl. 
"  Jtwofeed;  That  aU  affioen  in  the  hoqrital  depart- 
B«Bt)  and  medical  «tal^  herainaAer  mentioned,  who 
lenioe  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  be 


radOMa  beOM  tlut  time  a«  Mpemi 

entitled  to,  and  recein,  dnring  life,  in  lien  of  half  p^, 

the  foUewiag  altowanoe,"  Occ 

B7  the  preceding  reaolTea  of  Congreei,  ao  often  re- 
peats, it  le  incontertably  pro<red  to  have  been  the  in- 
tention of  Oo*emment  to  make  •  ptaviaion  for  the  offi- 
een doling  life,  to  the  fbtl  amount  of  their  half  paj, 
reapectiiglir—and  the  eubjoined  neal<re,  which  pro- 
pOMd  the  commatation,  eipreni j  Hate*  that  it  ebonld 
be  for  on  e^uieatoif. 

In  Catena*,  Uarth  3S,  178S. 

"  On  the  report  mT  a  eamtniltee,  conaieting  of  Mr. 
HamHtou,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Bedford,  to  whom  was 
reftned  a  uoUon  of  Mr.  Oyer,  togetlwr  with  the  me- 
morial of  the  offieen  of  the  Amy,  and  the  report  of 
the  committee  thereon ;  Congreie  came  to  the  follow- 
ing reaolationi : 

•■  Wheteai,  Ote  oOoen  of  the  eeiend  linei  under 
the  imnedUle  command  of  hie  Excallenc;  General 

WafllunetaiL  did.  b«  tluwr  l*ta  mamffAmi  it^rkmtnitt^Ji 


by  Oeir  oonmittee,  repreeent  to  Congma,  that  Am 
Imirpey  granted  by  mndry  reeolntiona,  waa  r^vrded 
in  an  nnfararable  light  by  the  citiieua  of  aome  of 
tlteae  Statea,  who  wanld  prefer  a  companaation  for  a 
limited  term  of  yeara,  or  by  a  anm  in  groaa,  to  an 
eatabllahment  for  lift;  and  did,  on  that  acooant,  aolkdt 
a  commatation  of  their  half  pa;  for  >Bn  eqaiTtleat,  in 
one  of  the  two  modea  aboTementioned,  in  order  to  re- 
more  dl  anbject  of  diaattiafaetion  fmn  the  minda  of 
their  leDow-citiieni.  And  wbereaa  Congreaa  are  de- 
eirone  aa  well  of  grati^isg  the  reaaonaUe  expeela- 
Uone  of  the  officer*  of  the  Army,  aa  of  renoring  all 
obJBcliona  wMch  may  eiiet  in  any  part  of  the  United 


pledged;  peranaded  that  thoae  obgecliona  can  only 
ariae  ftom  the  nattira  of  the  compenaatiao,  not  from 
an  J  indiapoaitioD  to  compenaate  thoae  wboae  lerricea, 
aaciificea,  and  aaOeringt,  haTe  ao  jaat  a  title  to  the 
approbalwn  and  rewarda  of  theii  ooDDliy :  Therefore,' 
"  Seiohed,  That  audi  offioen  aa  are  now  in  aerriee, 
and  dull  continae  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war,  aball 
be  entitled  la  receire  the  amount  of  Sre  yean  fal) 
pay,  in  money,  or  aecnritiea  on  intereat,  at  nx  per 
cent,  per  annum,  aa  Cengreaa  ahall  find  moat  oc~~~ 


to  he  aneh  aa  ahall  be  given  to  the  other 
of  the  United  Slataa,  provided  it  be  at  the 
iplion  of  the  linea  of  the  reapective  State*,  and  tiot  of 
officer*  indiridaajlj  in  thoee  linea,  to  reiiiae  or  accep* 
the  aame;  and  prorided,  alao,  that  their  electiou  ahali 
be  rignJGad  to  Congreaa  Ihioiigh  the  Commander-iB- 
Chief^  from  the  linea  nnder  hi*  immediate  command, 
widiin  two  monthj)  and   thnni^  the  0 


reiolotion. 

That  the  eame  conmotatian  ihall  extend  to  the 
not  belonging  to  the  linea  of  particular  Btatee, 


and  who  are  entitled  to  half  pay  for  ate,  aa  afoieaaid; 
the  aoeepunce  or  rcfnaal  to  be  determined  by  coipa, 
and  to  be  aignified  in  the  rame  manner  and  within 


the  a) 

"That  all  officer*  brionging  to  the  hoapital  depart- 
ment, who  are  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  reaolntion  of 
the  STth  day  of  Janaary,  1761,  may  coUectiTely  agree 
to  aooapt  or  refawi  the  aforeaaid  commutation,  eigni- 
^ing  the  lame  through  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
within  aix  month*  Ihim  thi*  time. 

That  anch  offieen  aa  have  retired  at  difierent  pe- 
rtoda,  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  may  coUectJTety,  in 
each  State  of  which  theyaninhabitan' 


rehual  to  be  aignifled 
by  agenta,  enthaiiied  for  that  ptupoaa,  witlun  aix 
montha  torn  tUa  period ;  that  with  reapect  to  aacb 
ratiiing  oActra,the  commutation,  if  accepted  by  them, 
ahall  bo  in  lien  of  whatever  may  be  now  diM  to  therOf 
since  die  time  ofthur  ratiiing  ftom  aerviei^  a*  well  aa 
of  what  nugbtheraafterbecomedaa;  and  tliat,  lo  boob 
aa  their  acceptance  ahall  be  ngnilied,  the  aaperintend- 
ent  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereb;,  directed  to  take 
meaauroi  for  tbe  aettlement  of  their  aecoDDta  accord* 
iglj,  and  to  iaene  lo  then  eertiflc«nB  bearing  jntereat 
_;  lix  per  cent.  Thai  all  offieen  entitled  lo  half  pa; 
for  life,  not  included  in  tba  preceding  reoolnlian,  ma; 
aleo  collectively  agree  to  accept  or  refuae  the  aforeaaid 
oommntatiai),  aignifying  the  aame  within  nx  montha 
ftom  thia  time." 
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H.or  R. 


SwvMfif  Jttwotvtioitary  Ctgitxn. 


DmiiWi  19ir. 


SnAwere  Uw  woliitin»»  «f  Conft wn,  whkh  ■tipn- 
UUd  ll»t  half  M  far  life  ibovU  b«  altomd  to  tbe 
oficOTft  of  Iha  MutAVioauj  Ktraj  of  tlie  United 
St>tai ;  and  Midt  tiia  reaotre  whidi  pn^oaad  to  nom- 
mnU  the  half  paj  for  liie,  for  ■  gnm  laai  in  Bonej  or 
Menrilie*,  which  iboald,  in  ibe  ezpnta  wotda  of  the 
taitrfve,  be  BqniTalenl  to  tlw  haU  pa;  fbr  Hfi>— that  ia 
to  a^,  br  aatiwMtiiiB  Iha  •xpeotatioB  of  Ubt  aeooidiag 
lathaaTCT^aataof  dwoffioHmirbkh  eattUnol,b^ 
MMMl  ooBpBlattoo,  be  teehoned  b^oid  iUt^-On 
jtm*.  It  iiwiiii.  theteftnt  bjr  a  joat  and 
crifwialiam  of  tbe  half  pay  far  life,  in  ^  iti 


l,bjihanaotT< 
«f  CongTMMt  to  b«tfp«r  tar  W*,  wUch,  eaknlaled  at 
tba  aMrafa  Tale  of  eafrtaliif'  half  pay,  asMmaMd,  at 


The  canaMatioK  of  wUcb,  en  the  expaetUieN  of  yft 
Bt  lUrlf  4m  TMU*!  ^bieh  waa  tka  •rerago  i^  at 
Ike  amen  ef  the  RavtriatioiMrf  Army  of  the  IToi- 
Iri  StatM^  at  the  «loM  of  the  war  in  17B3,  oatkl, 
■eeoldlnff  to  the  ansMed  •tatMoeau  of  Dr.  Prioa 
nd  Mr.  Mor(«i,  and  the  optrietu  of  all  the  noft 
•ppiwed  writen  □»  amatUea,  to  bar*  been  eatl- 
aiKted  at  the  rata  of  ten  yean  and  lir  montha  ftdl 
pi^,  and  would  hBTaamounled  lo     •   mnfiWfiOO 

But  oa  Ihe  eatilaale  of  flra  yaaia,  tbe 
nio  «l  irikuA  the  naolve  at  Congreai, 
inHead  ef  an  aqoiraleat,  fixed  the  eom- 
mntation,  either  by  tMnnrj  decMen 
01  enwneona  eaknlatiBn,  which,  on 
vnrj  principle,  ongiil  to  bo  eorraeted, 

'  "  a  onlj  einonitad  to   -        4,800,000 


n,i»o 


>8,18« 


And  to  eadi  i^ker  en  aterase  loea  in 
principal  of 

And  a  loBi  in  intereat,  at  ifx  per  cent, 
fbr  thirty-flTB  yeaia,  of      .        .        . 

MaUog  a  tola)  laaa  to  each  officer  of    • 


Aai  m  advaatage  to  the  public,  agamat  the  leaolre  of 
Congmaa  that  the  oonmnutioii  oofht  to  ba  a»  eqalT- 
tmt  fbr  Ae  half  p»y,  and  againat  oreiy  aqaiiahle 
pcrtadpl^  anonatiof  ta     -       -       -     ^i^teSt^M 

And  aiiity4>Ta  yean  iatueit  Ibenra,  at 

aficpermrt 11,086,000 


Total  ad*antafe*  l«  the  poblic,  by  not 
uaUng  tbe  eocaniDtatton  a  joM  eqoi*- 
alant,  acoordingto  the  reaolro  of  Gon- 
graia  of  Uanih  n,  17S8    •  -    4 


Say  iiiteen  taillioni  three  hnndred  and  aUty-aight 
Ihenaand  dollan  gain  to  the  poUic  and  Ion  to  the  offi- 
oara,  a^nit  tbe  plaineat  prmc^je*  of  jtiitice,  o-  "-- 
calralatioQ  of  aimple  interaa^  and  according  ti 


p^Mantof  inten«lonthapaUfa4eM,  qtHntariy^ud 
by  ctHnpottnd  interaat.  awonari—  te  ftt^-two  MilliaM 
two  hundred  aod  iiii>etj  thoaaeltd  nihe  handled  a*d 
twelTB  doUaifc 

And  for  which  enonBoai  aiua  the  iiiniTiic  oOett^ 
by  thoir  propoMtioD  to  reanne  tlM  arigtBal>eonlncl;  of 
half  pay  for  life,  i^infoiahing  «U  anaarafeaacf  InM 
eat,  and  allowing  Itw  fqll  nominal  aaennl -of  ^  eia> 
matation  certifinte,  (of  whidilheye^  rnrtwfafl  uuai 
aifhlh  or  cnManlh  part,)  to  ba  rafnndedi  aad;  aMi- 
-  "ig  the  aomrera  al  two  hondrad.  ih^  waild  eal;^ 
re  in  entetiea,  aa  Uw  piineipial  sf  awMnfe^ 
tlfitAjm. 

With  half  p^  per  a 


and  to  whidi  tbe  Sfange  age  of  thir^-fireyean  w 


bo  (he  pnUis,  in.thirt7-fiT«  yeaie,  a.aleu 
9  irhard.eanudanBQi^,of#U.3as,4M  as. 

>  (rf  9M,Oao,  the  amannt  of  half  pq^  ta  300 
offioan,  wboee  arange  ((e  ia  aeno^.  yaaa*;^  «,  d*' 
ducting  e*an  the  capital  of  that  aanoity.a  iJiia  §§!■ 
to  the  pQbUc  of  M«.SSS,496  S3. 

Saw,  at  the  doee  of  an  eight  yean'  war,  in  which 
the  independence  and  aotereign^  of  Sie  United  Statea 
were  eitablidied,  waa  the  cmel  reenlt  to  lUtblbl  publie 
aemnta,  whoaa  afaetrtcted  dentien  to  Ae  canae  ot' 
their  eontitry,  in  her  military  aervioa,  had  tafl  tfaem  no 
other  rneam  of  enppett  than  tbe  etlpateted  reward  of 
"those  ferrieet,  aaoriflees,  and  anllblngi,"  wtlleh,  in 
the  wordf  of  the  reaolre  of  Congnaa  of  Hkndi  SU, 
ITflS,  "  bad  10  Jnit  a  title  to  the  approbation  and  n- 
wnda  of  <ib.tA.-t  conntiy."  Or,  in  the  itill  more  em- 
phatic IiDgnage  of  their  illatltiau  leader,  tf>e  tmaor- 
ttl  Washington,  when  addieMing  the  OoTemota  of 
the  eereial  Slates,  on  the  inliject  of  the  half  pay 
and  eomointation,  be  itatas  in  hn  letter,  dated 
"  HaiBftci'kTsaa,  Nswsnao, 

"June  18,  1783. 

•■  I  maj  be  allowed  loaay,  it  waa  Ibe  price  of  Aeir 
bleed  and  ef  year  Indepeodenoe ;  it  ia^  IbMelbM,  mare 
than  a  coMmon  debt — il  is  a  deh  of  bnnor  il  ean 
never  be  ceniMered  as  a  pension  or  gratalty,  nw  ea»> 

criMvMUltlaleiriydbehargBd.  

(Signed)  '■G.  WA9HIN01WH." 

The  foots  set  forth  in  the  preceding  acts  of  Cbngraas 
confirm  and  establish,  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  donbt,. 
not  only  Ihe  iostice,  bol  the  modiTation,  of  the  elaim 
ilowprasanted  by  Ihe  sDni*ing  officeB  of  the  Beroln- 
lioDtiy  army,  inasmach  as  they  prore — 

trt.  That  half  pay  foi  lifo  was  solemnly  and  lepeat- 
edly  itipnUted  to  be  paid  to  the  officers,  whose  terms 
of  aemce  are  specUed  in  tbo  aftnsald  acts  of  Oon- 
gress. 

3dly-  That^  when  it  waa  lea^Tsd  Ibat  tbe  halfpay 
fbr  life  aheuld  be  eommoladfor  a  gross  sum,  il  waeefr 
presslr  provided  by  the  said  acta  of  Uengran  ihat  it 
■hoidd  be  for  an  egnraofciU. 

And  ■■  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  eiery  con- 
tract are  tMat  coUacted,  ascertained,  and  adjudfad  bj 
the  terms  in  whidi  it  is  drawn,  it  is  fortnnaU  for  th« 
sarriring  oCsets  of  the  BsTelntionai;  umy  ihM  lb> 
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DMuuvfiaia. 


BvrwimiKg  Jt»»Wh— iry  Ogkvt. 


w  CongT— ,  i»  Dot  <mtj  nco(n*ed,  IibI  t«mted  n[iha 
MMin  wtudi  ptopMM  ■  maHDUMtoa  of  tlteUf  p*7 
in  lifii;  wd  it  tbanfti*  ovlj  nauiiulo  dwa^iW  a* 
bM  BQlborilin,  «rh>t  t»  tw  MTMOt  mMDUK  of  tka 
word  "  eqninlent." 

Dr.  JohnMn  Hyc  tlut  "  eqiuTAlMit,"  nied  m  *n  td- 
jacUTB,  naui  ■■  equal  in  Tdne,"  uid,  m  •  noon  mb- 
■tantite,  it  matu  "  a  Hatig  of  Ilia  auH  weighlt  dig • 
nitj,  at  TtlD*."  And  he  tnakea  tlio  foUowiiiK  qnota- 
tioaa,  Till 

"Tha  Atb  willimtt  a  raUaoiB  ahaJI  be  aent. 
It  rMta  with  jDD  to  maketha  t^fMlen/."— A^ydm. 

•■  Thar  tei(7  &  legnlar  obedlenea  to  one  Ian  irill  be 
a  faU  tgidBolenl  tai  their  breach  of  •nother." — Bagtn. 

HtTJng  thna  anived  at  (he  Inte  meaning  of  tha  word 
"  eqaiTtJent,"  which  neither  partf  con  dudaim,  aa  it 
hai  betn  ezpreaafy  oaed  by"  Mid  we  proceed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  "commnlation,"  aa  fixed  bj  Con- 
gree^  wm  a  ftdl  aqqinlent  for  Uie  hdf  pa;  lltr  lib,  a* 
■Upolated  hj  tbe  aama  houordile  bod; ;  and,  to  rim- 
puy  the  Inqnir;  at  imidi  aa  poaafble,  wa  abaU  eon- 
iMe  to  comaider  tbe  Ikalf  pay  of  cafrtahi  ae  the  aTOT' 


Ttait  oftht 


By  the  Tcaeln  of  Uarah  »,  I?St,  the  coamutaciDa 
WM  filed  at  flvB  jean'  fall  pa;,  which  gan  M  a  tarn- 
taiB«2,400. 

Bat  b;  the  duieeiatioa  of  the  cAtificate  to  tan  Gh 
one,  aa  stated  in  (he  report  of  a  oomaiittee  of  the  Honee 
of  IlepieaeiitatiTea,  in  Febnurj,  1810,  at  which  rate 
it  waa  add  lor  want  of  bread,  tweWe  jeata  eitei  it  wm 
iaaned,  and  it  oalr  yielded  9SdO,  or  eiaethr  one  year'a 
half  pay.  Warn  th!a  a  full  erauralentl  it  there  one 
man  who  will  aay  it  wai  MiytBiaB  more  than  one-tentii 
put  of  what  haa  been  (tipolated,  eren  at  the  tale  of 
Ive  jeara*  liill  pay ;  and  when  eitimated  by  the  jnst 
calculation  of  tea  yeaia  and  aiz  month*'  filll  pay,  tha 
ftit  comiMitatiMi  to  which,  on  the  expectation  of  Ufa 
at  Ae  anraae  rate  of  lhir^-ft*e  yeata,  the  offieet  wa* 
ftil^MiiiUI  Iithan  MisdivUiallalheoommD- 
niQ'  iriM  wU  my  thai  it  aaieMted  ene*  to  Ike  om- 
twsalialb  pait  ef  the  m»  wUek  a*'*  jMt  offlhalM^ 
oiiltt  to  haaa  beta  paM  ^ 

laUthaf -' 
thaemf-and 
of  tha  mUK  •*  afrean  by  Ibe  bUowiiV  Jaala : 

1.  No  promioB  waa  Had*  fat  naay  yea»  after  Ite 
data  ef  tba  OMMinttatiaa  oNtifieat^  C«u(^JM  '>«■ 
ftiaiiby  CaaBnaa  at  aaa  half  oS  what  oa^tohaia 
beaa  ila  anoukt,  aay  An  ilartaad  ^  Ian,)  »  radeaM  ft» 
priBatpADitapByaairpaiitof theintoreal;  lliraa«r> 
teriy  lupndaetrra  to  tha  atani^  Tatatan,  t»  whaaa 
taralre  yean  bafcra  it  had  haen  paid  a*  geld  ndailter, 
Bitd,  fflMod  by  warn  of  haaad,h»BaUilatadapTada> 
tim  of  ton  Mr  anal 

Sd.  AAMttiac  that  ifaia  dafaeeiatad  mncher  waa  to 
ba  eaoMdajediBlhahaalaf  Iha  oOcm  at  ita  aoalaat 
W  grid  erailfa^itiU  in  fall  naninat  «•)■% 


■atiamad  ia  ^ada,  ia  pNrad  by  tha  beat 
tobamtaMtn^e^aai  to  ona^alf  ef  lAat  abrald 
ha**  baaa  paid  a*  **  jaatoqainlant  of  (he  half  pay 
lilt  liE*,  at  lia  awcage  age  <rf  (hiity^vD  jaaD. 

Tha  puNi^  of  joatiee  are  iHonilaU* ;  at  all  tioiaa 
and  in  all  plaeea  they  ate  eqaiTBlant;  and  aa  the  fiute 


I! litablr  that-the  daj^ ^rtfat  bn 

Vrtoafta  an  eyHrtfaiailUiiBI  of  ^iuM'^fi  i»M- 


yeo^frw 


idpteawtty 
i,who£aTe 
ode;  and  ' 

ludthnart, 

il  and  bloDd,  would  diachatge  the  d^ 


people  alwaU  no*  dmriU^ 
itbapiayeref  AaiMitit*. 

'     'fit 


of  Sfit  frm  Br.  J*Wa 


Expaetatlan  of  fife 

atyeata.    BytditeD.    SyuHait.    BytAblS. 
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tiatiODa,  in  aalimatiag  tbe  raloa  of  ananitie*,  the  o(_ 
nntalian  of  tbe  half  pay  far  lilb,  a*  Gxad  ^  Oongraaa, 
at  tha  tale  of  flaa  jeara,  inataad  of  tea  yaan  wid  lii: 
montha  Ml  paj,  waa  nnt,  if  it  hd  beea  pwd  in  gald  ai 
■il*er,  one-bait  of  the  "  eqaiTalao^  which  dia  coadi- 
tion  ptacedent  In  the  reaolre  of  CoQgreia  teqnirad:  it 
only  remain*  to  abow,  that  otoq  thelegal  lij^  i*  un> 
paired  or  affected  by  any  technical  objection  that  nay 
be  ralaed  to  the  preaent  claim  for  an  equitable  aettla- 
ment— aa  Ae  idea  of"  contract"  b  complete!;  lebntted 
by  tbe  non-ftufllment  of  the  "  eqaivaient"  wbkb  tba 
"*"■  '     t,  Ibmring  the  vet;  baab  itf  the  la- 

wUch  pTOpeaed  tbe  commnteUott 
Ten  iha  allegatioB  of  "  aceep- 
I  pM**Ml  opUaD  waa  takaa 


■Toanid'ih*  poMibili^  of  nndarmilng  thaagaof 
tbeeCoenof  theBavohUMnatyanDy.  at  tha*<laaeaf 
"  rar  in  dte  year  1783,  tha  sTenve  of  tbirty^Ta 
I  haa  bean  aKDUed,  idlhoagh  it  i*  tha  oinnion  of 
thme  who  hare  the  moat  dlitinet  knowledga  and  teo- 
oQecUon  of  the  officeia,  that  thir^-two  yeara  wa*  neater 
the  average  age.  The  Commander-in-Chief;  General 
WaaUagton,  who  had  aemd  in  tha  war  of  1766,  waa 
only  flfty-one  jeaia  <dd  in  1TS8,  and  hb  ^e  ma;  ba 
Gonaidered  aa  tbe  AiU  aTorage  of  that  of  (he  Oenetal 
offioera.  The  arerage  age  OT  die  field  offieera  did  not 
ezoeed  fott;  yaara,  uul  that  of  the  captaina  and  inW- 
terna,  who  formed  the  ^at  maM  of  the  ^cer^  waa 
ondet  twen^-eight  yeara. 


aolve  af  C 

faadattoal 
taMe"ba 
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from  the  offiMi  bj  lbs  wid  i«Ml*e,  wlitdi  eipnwlj 
•ad  eselwivelj  lafeired  the  aeceptaoica  of  the  commn- 
UtMD  ta  "  Ubm  and  com,"  there^  dettroyiug  tbe 
yept«d  light  of  the  iadi*idual  to  Uu  half  paj  fbt  life, 
■faiaat  hu  concent,  and  withoat  reademig  tbe  itipn- 
hledeyilTtleiitt 

A*a  brief  mmnivy  of  the  preceding  itatement,  the 
faUowiag  obMnrationi,  bhhmllj  deduced,  are-  igain 
moat  reapeetfUlf  inbiDitted  to  the  coniideratiDn  of  the 
membtm  of  the  NitiODil  Legnlitore. 

The  claim  of  the  auTriTing  officers  of  tbe  RsToIalJOD' 
•ij  Aim;  af  tbe  fnited  Bt«t«,  for  in  equitable  aettle- 
ment  of  tbe  half  pay  file  life,  m  itipnlated  hj  the  n- 
■^Tei  of  CoDgrew,  originatei,  ai  ii  declared  hj  the  re- 
■ohe  of  March  Slid,  1763,  in  "the  serricea,  sacrifice*, 
■ud  anfieriiiga  of  tboie  who  have  bo  juat  a  title  to  the 
approbation  and  reward  of  their  conntiT."  In  tbe 
hMTtJalt  eiprenion  i^  the  great  Father  of  hii  Coan- 
trj,  "it  wai  theprice  of  their  blood,  andof  jour  inde- 
pendeaea ;  it  ii  nioro  than  a  common  debt— it  ii  ■ 
debt  of  honor — it  can  noTer  be  coniidered  aa  a  penaion 
or  gratoi^,  norcancalied  nntilit  iafuiljdiaebarged." 
According  to  iucontroiertible  beta,  and  the  cosae- 
qnencea  which  fbllow,  by  aritbmotical  dedaction,  it 
leeta  on  tbe  inunntaUa  principlei  of  joitiee ;  ii.  aanc- 
tioned  bj  correct  concloaioDi,  both  in  equity  and  law , 
and  ia  adTooated  by  the  nniverad  loice  of  the  isij 
people  who  are  to  fomiih  the  meana  of  ita  diacharge. 
Aa  no  reatouing  can  invalidate  Iheee  incontroverti' 
bla  trntha,  so  ad&ional  argataeata  can  be  rMOind 
enXtrca  thorn.  A  claim  thai  npportad,  and  6t  ^'„ 
the  Aith  of  tbe  Unil«d  Stataa  haa  been  [dedged,  ia  with 
confidence  and  aafety  rafeirBd  to  the  wiadom  and  in- 
Mgiitr  of  the  National  Banaton  and  B^wesentativei. 
W.  J. 
FOREIGN  MERCHANT  SEAMEN. 
Tbe  House  then  leaolFed  iiaelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorJKe  the  ap- 
pieheiieioaorfoteiga  *eameDdetertiD^frommer' 
chant  Testels  in  tbe  porta  of  the  United  Blaiti. 
The  bill  bario;  baen  read  through- 
Mr.  8«iTH,  of  Marvland,  htktj  explained  the 
object  of  the  bill  He  stated  the  nature  of  con- 
tracts made  by  leamea  with  capiabs  for  vojages ; 
which,  being  violated  by  ibe  desertion  ofseaaieD 
ill  the  port  of  deslipaiion,  or  at  any  time  before 
tha  lermioation  of  the  voys^e,  uomelimes  broke 
up  tbe  whole  Toyage,and  ruined  those  cotMsemed 
in  it.  He  further  stated  that  in  all  other  coun- 
Uiea  there  were  regulationa  for  enforcing  the  ob- 
niTiDOiB  of  theae  conuacti,  of  which  we,  ia  com- 
mon with  others,  enjoyed  tbe  benefit.  These  rag- 
nlotiooa  Uia  preseni  bill  propoaed  to  reoiiH'ocate, 
by  establiahing  aimilar  tegnlatiooa  oo  onr  part. 
Hr.  Newton,  aa  chairman  of  the  commiilee 
who  reported  the  bill,  further  explaioecl  jia  object. 
To  obtain  information  on  tbe  subject,  be  said,  a 
letter  wai  at  the  last  session  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Siate,  to  iaquite  whether  the  capuini 
of  American  Teasels  bad  in  foreign  potts  the  same 
ptirilegea  granted  them,  to  enable  them  torecorei 
their  seamen,  which  were  propoeed  to  be  allowed 
by  ibia  bill  to  foreigners  in  our  ports.  To  this 
lellet  an  anawer  had  been  Teoeired,  which  Mr. 
N.  read  to  tbe  House,  and  wbicti  bid  satisfied  the 


Committee,  a*  he  nreaamed  it  would  tbe  Houm, 
of  tbe  propriety  of  paaaing  the  bill.* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHiTiiaR,  an  amendment 
was  made  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  tbe  effect  of 
which  was  to  extend  the  power  of  catrying  the 
law  into  execution,  to  all  ciril  magistrates. 

The  question  being  tbea  about  to  he  put  on 
the  Committee's  rising  and  reporting  the  bill- 
Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  said  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  this  bill  ought  to  , be  reported  to  the 
House.  If  the  principle  of  it  was  correct,  the  de- 
tails were  exceptionable.  The  principle  was, 
(bat  if  a  seaman,  atriviDg  in  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  quite  the  service  of  the  master  of  the 
vessel  with  whom  he  haa  conlracied,  withont  per- 
mission, he  should  be  sntrendered  without  trial 
to  the  captain.  The  pretext  for  esublisbing 
this  principle  was,  that  other  States  extend  to 
ns  the  privilege  now  proposed  to  be  granted  10 
them.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  by  no  means  satisfied 
of  the  propriety  of  this  exception  of  seamen  from 
the  rules  applying  to  ail  other  citizens  of  foretga 
countries.  He  was  not  catjsfied  that  a  seaoMB, 
baring  contracted  to  perforin  a  voyage,  should, 
under  no  potiible  cireumstaneea,  be  excfflsed  from 
tbe  performance  of  that  contract.  Yet,  according 
to  tbii  bill,  without  ioqniry  into  the  facts,  with* 
ouiexaminatioQ  into  the  treatment  tbe  seaman 
may  have  received  on  the  voyage,  the  seaman 
was  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  delivered 
over  to  the  captain  whose  service  he  had  perhaps 
been  compelled  by  tyranny  or  abuse  to  quit.  I 
care  not,  said  Mr.  C,  what  is  done  in  other 
countries  on  the  subject ;  their  r^ulatioos  in  tbls 
respect  form  in  my  mind  no  justification  of  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.  The  deuils  of  the  bill, 
be  said,  were  moreover  objectionable.  The  deli> 
eaie  class  of  cases  arising  out  of  our  natutaliza- 

■  The  letter  is  aa  loUowa ; 

Hmt^mtxmwt  or  Statb,  Jan.  8,  18I8i 

Aa:  InanawertolheinqairieilnyeiirlettnartlM 
SSth  ottinio,  with  rafennee  ta  tbe  aabjeol  of  the  reao- ' 
JotioD  enclosed  in  it,  I  have  Ibe  honor  to  state,  that  Ih 
all  tbe  meriiinia  States  of  Bmx^>e,  with  which  I  haTs 
*  ~  IK  panonally  conienant,  there  are  magielratea  in> ' 

ited  with  anthority  to  arrest  aeamen,  deeertan  fiwn  - 
fineign  Inercbant  vaaaela  in  tbair  perta,  and  to  reatora 
(haea  to  tbe  maatera  of  the  leaaelB  to  which  they  be- 
bMg,  conformably  to  their  coatraela  in  tbe  abippiug 
papera.  The  pioeeaa  in  lodi  caaea  ia.  «•  by  Mtair  na- 
it  moat  be,  to  prove  efflcaeiana,  iirmedtalB,  and 
sommeTy  \  and  the  muter*  of  American  veeeela  havw 
tbe  ben^t  of  it,  in  common  with  othera.  In  die  dly 
sf  London,  the  anthonty  ia  vested  ia  tbe  Lord  Mayiv ; 
at  other  places  in  Oreat  Britain,  in  tbe  ordinary  - 

KUoa  magiearatsa.  1  do  not  raooUeet  ttaving  ever 
own  an  instance  in  whidt  tnaatara  of  Amaiicaa 
la  were  denied  tbe  benefit  of  aneb  proeeeaea,  xtm- 
laaa  in  eaeaa  when,  by  the  laws  of  the  ooiutry,  tbe 
deaartinff  aaaman  waa,  on  other  aeconnta,  liaMa  lo  be 
detained.  Tbe  practice  is,  ao  far  aa  [  have  known, 
tbe  aame  in  eveiy  part  of  the  European  coatinent. 

1  am,  with  great  re^Mct,  ail,  yonr  very  humble  and 
obedient  aervant, 

JOHN  QDINGY  ADAMS. 
Taona*  Niwto>,  Baa.,  CMairman,  <«■ 
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tion  lawB  would  be  lertoutlr  iffected  br  iu  pra~ 
TuioDs.  Suppose  Et  peraoD  who,  naturalized  ac- 
cording to  our  laws,  would  printafacie  be  conaid- 
ered  bTniDCtv-nuteoDlof  anundredasa  ToieigDer, 
to  be  aemanaed  b^  a  foreign  eapi&ia  n  a  deserter 
^be  would,  OD  bis  aSirmatian,  be  giveo  up,  and 
thu*  sa  American  citizen  would  be  subjected  lo 
this  odioua  proviaitMi.  Qeallemen  might  say, 
lltey  did  not  mean  to  carry  the  principle  so  far; 
bni,  Mr.  G.  uid,  such  an  interpretation  might  be 
giren  by  the  maKialrate  before  whom  the  seaman 
.was  brought.  He  sever  coaM  e onsen t,  that,  in 
flTeiy  caae  of  k  aeaman  leaving  bla  ship,  or  of 
any  other  description  of  persons,  because  a  con- 
Uaet  has  been  alleged  to  be  violated,  without  in- 
quiry into  the  ground  of  complaint,  however  jast 
it  might  be,  the  alleeed  offender  should  be  sar- 
rendered.  If  the  bill  was  adverted  lo,  it  would 
be  found  that  two  facts  only  were  necessary  to  au- 
thorise the  surrender:  first,  that  the  party  should 
have  made  a  contnei,  and,  secondly,  that  be 
ahould  have  quitted  the  service  of  tbe  master 
within  tbe  limits  of  the  United  States.  Were 
geatlemcD  prepared  to  say,  that  in  no  poesible 
case  a  seaoMn  migbt  be  juftified  in  quitting  the 
merchant  service?  If  there  was  a  possibility  of 
aach  jasiiflcation,  Mr.  C>  laJd,  they  ought  not  lo 
give  their  assent  to  this  bill.  iHe  knew,  he  said, 
that  commerce  and  navigation,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, make  slaves;  but  that  slavery  should  not  be 
made  tmnecessarily  severe.  If  in  every  instance 
we  are  to  follow  foreign  examples  in  oar  stacntet 
and  usage,  to  wbatlensthsmay  wenot  go?  Im- 
pressment of  seamen  Tor  national  ships,  said  he, 
M  a  foreign  practice :  we  may  be  called  upon,  on 
the  principles  of  imitation,  to  sanction  that  prac- 
tice. But,  said  Mr.  C,  if  out  Navy  could  be 
maintained  only  by  impressment,  dear  as  I  con- 
aider  that  Navy  to  tbe  interest  and  to  the  glory 
of  the  country,  1  would  see  it  annihilated  before 
I  would  sanction  such  a  practice.  Qentlemen, 
therefore,  he  said,  would  not  get  hi*  aaaeot  to  the 
bill  by  telling  him  what  was  done  in  foreign 
eonotries.  Over  onr  eauntry  a  partiealar  genius 
ot  liberty  presided :  we  must  take  care  not  to  ban- 
ish it  by  following,  step  by  step,  in  the  wake  of 
other  uattobs,  and  justify ing  oitrselves  for  what 


found  neoessarjr  to  reciprocate  provisions  wiib 
foreign  Powers  lor  the  security  of  navigacioo,  and 
atich  cases  thete  misht  be,  let  them  b«  settled  by 
treaty,  by  reciprocal  stipulation.  If  they  extend 
in  their  port*  but  bar«  eiviliiy  lo  us,  let  ut  do  the 
same  to  them.  On  what  lonndalion  was  the 
Housa  invited  to  pau  a  bill  involving  so  many 
delicate  coneid  era  tion  s,  and  objectionable  provis- 
ions? Why,  on  the  ground  of  a  letter— and, 
without  any  disrespect  to  the  amhor  of  it,  a  very 
looee  letter,  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  C. 
here  read  some  passages  of  the  letter.  The  honor- 
able Secretary,  he  said,  had  not  told  the  House  how 
far  bis  personal  acquainiaoce  with  foreign  coun- 
tries eiMnded^  nor  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
provisions  in  that  cotutry,  analogous  to  those  of 


this  bill;  whether  in  eveiy  possible 
surrender  is  to  take  place;  wnether 


all  c 


,  cases 

is  ioextricBbly  yielded  up  to  the  eap- 
claimiDK  him.  Mr.  C.  said  be  wished,  be- 
fore he  oould  act  on  this  subject,  to  see  the  laws 
of  foreign  countries,  and  not  on  such  a  vague  in- 
definite account  of  ihem  to  botttom  such  severe 
provisions.  We  have  just  learnt,  too,  said  he, 
that,  with  r^^ard  to  that  Power  with  which  we 
have  had  the  greatest  difficaliy  respecting  sea- 
men, an  arrangement  had  been  made,  such  as  to 
remove  all  causes  of  complaint  against  her.  I 
should  like  to  see  that  etraogemeDt,  and  exam- 
ine its  provisions,  before  acliog  on  this  sabject. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Commiitee  of  Commerce  and  Manofaclorea 
would  not  hurry  this  bill  lo  a  decision.  Let  as 
first  know,  said  be,  the  provisions  of  the  foreign 
Slates  with  which  the  honorable  Secretary  has 
been  personally  conversant.  Let  us,  above  all, 
recollect,  whatever  foreign  nations  do,  that  here 
alone  liberty  flourishes,  and  personal  rights  are 
fully  enjoyed;  and  that  whatever  we  do  should 
have  reference  to  this  peenlierly  happy  condition 
of  our  country,  and  be  conformable  to  Ei. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  had  not  the  least  objec- 
tion that  time  should  be  given  to  the  Bpealter, 
and  to  all  the  House,  to  obtain  any  information 
they  might  desire  on  this  subject.  But,  he  said, 
he  did  not  view  the  provisions  of  the  bill  in  the 
lieht  which  the  gentleman  had  viewed  them. 
The  bill  was  a  transcript  of  the  act  which  passed 
as  long  ago  as  the  year  1790,  for  secuiing  lo  mas- 
ters the  services  <»  American  seamen  engaging 
with  them.  Thus,  it  appeared,  that  it  was  no 
new  principle  Ihe  bill  proposed  to  introduce  into 
legislalioB,  but  as  old  as  since  January  30, 1790. 
Mr.  N.  said,  he  knew  that  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment existed  in  some  foreign  countries.  No 
one  had  a  greater  abhorrence  of  it  than  he;  and 
the  Speaker  woald  perceive  the  bill  prMXMed  to 

infer  no  power  lo  take  up  deserters  from  the 


^hips.  It  embraced  the  case  of  seamen  de- 
serting merchani  vessels  only,  in  violation  and 
disregard  of  a  voluntary  contract.  The  captain, 
however,  must  also  fulfil  his  part  of  the  contract, 
and  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  seaman  is 
bronghl  may,  if  he  choose,  require  proof  of  the 
fact,  and  decide  npon  ihe  case  according  to  his 
own  discretion.    Gonlenling  himself  at  the  pre»- 


._.  time  with  having  made  these  s 
and  desiring  the  sabjeet  should  be  well  under- 
stood, and  the  information  upon  it  be  as  full  aa 
possible,  he  bad  no  objection  that  the  bill  shooid 
lie  on  Ihe  taUe. 

Mr.  Whituan  defended  the  bill.  The  same 
provisioDB  which  it  contains,  he  said,  had  been 
10  operation  in  regard  to  our  own  seamen  foe 
twenty-eight  years  past,  and  are  yet  in  force.  In 
every  seaport  of  Ihe  United  Stales  persons  have 
been  apprehended  who  have  been  alleged  lo  have 
violated  Iheir  contracts,  committed  to  prison,  and 
there  detained  unlit  the  vessel  to  which  they  be- 
longed  was  bound  to  sea,  and  no  tnconTenienee 
had  ever  been  felt  from  tbe  execution  of  the  law. 
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Willi  te^^i  to  (iKir  being  de)iy«»d  to  the  ctp- 
(■iaclumJDK  tliein,iriiiunila  bearing,  Ifae  8pm- 
ia  was  mitiakcB  in  that  particslar.  The  act 
laqaiied  flxamiDBtion  befi>re  deciaion,  and  applied 
lk«  came  Tulee  to  this  dewripiion  of  contract 
which  prevailed  in  regard  to  all  civil  coDimets, 
The  ([eatleman'e  niee  aeruples  on  the  Mibject 
would  apply  to  an;  ease  in  which  individual* 
^d  bpeoDtract  a  liatit  to  the  peraraal  aervioe  of 
anv  other  individuue. 
Itr.  W.  eaid  he  riiould  cumom  the  KeBtIe»«D 
~«lib«tiei 


would  be  aa  tender  of  ilw  It 


IB  of  our  ■ 


■ftd  it  appeared 
iated  for  oaar  thirty  year*  in  regard  to  Ametiean 
aaamm,  wllhont  exciting  any  appceheoiiDD  in 
legaid  to  our  Ijbertie*,  aod  wiiboot  eadaBBering 
the  right!  of  a  nngle  indiTtdaai.  And  are  we 
Mv,  said  bf.io  beiri^leQed  by  bugbear*,  if  the 
Speaker  will  eictue  tlie  leioarfc,  whioh  could 
«wrm only  thamoet  timid  imaciaalwD 7  With 
latpeol  (0  (be  raported  Ueaty,  Mr.  W.  taid  that 
the  treaty  eonld  have  no  beaciog  on  tfaie  f«e>- 
lion.  He  never  Jtuw  a  treaty  to  eaaujn  proviso 
ions  for  compelliBg  aeanen  ib  the  nerobaat  ler- 
Tiise  to  relnra  on  board  their  vetfcle  «fur  detert- 
iqg  tb«m.  Herel«fere,ith«d  beeBaappoaed  (hat 
the  act  of  1790,  which  wav  raiher  obacnrely 
worded, did  apply  to  foreiga  certains  andforeiga 
.  aaanoa  aa  wdl  as  to  those  of  the  Uniud  Staiee : 
and  the  magistrates  throtwhoot  the  conalry  had 
ao  Mcooted  it  But,  of  Iai&  the  q«ettj»n  Ind 
heen  eiamioed,  aad  tfie  act  bid  noeived  a  dif- 
ftrani  coastraction.  It  bftd,  therefor*,  beeome 
neaeiwrjr  ta  wn^ly  aa  obviooa  defect  ia  the  law ; 
iAidoutg  which,  iir.'W-  mi,  he  oonld  aal  aee 
,|jip  danger  lo.iiie  Mturalrifhiasf  naa,  or  the 
Jibevtiasof  the  aitiscR  or  foreiffoen,  which  the 
flpeaker  appeared  to  apprefarad.  With  reelect 
to  natiraliaed  fareigner).  there  eould  be  no  diS- 
cilty :  ibe  scaauD  would  only  have  to  prodnce 
n  tbe  maf  iaiiaU  the  evidence  of  bis  nalvnlisa- 
tioD,  and  the  magistrale  could  not  do  olberwise 

Su  iDsuatly  libBrnte  him.  AppreheosiOB*  of 
UM  of  power  were,  be  eaid,  ao  argument 
against  neeesswy  gnnla  of  it  j  ud  the  argutsent 
froiS  poasibte  abuee  would  apply  equally  well  to 
avy  other  powers  poasesacd  by  our  wegittiaies  as 
tf  this.  When  it  was  DOBsidwed  that,  in  all  for- 
eign port*,  we  ei)j«red  the  right  ,propowd  by  the 
bill  to  be  allowed  to  foreigners  in  «ut  ports,  it 
was  a  lort  of  caaulv  due  to  others  to  adopt  thia 
maaenre.  Was  it,  ite  asked,  to  be  eaesidered  a 
Kprebeosible  prinoijdc,  beesBae  foreign  Govern- 
aenis  bad  adopted  it,  when  we  ounelrea  have 
for  many  years  acted  oo  it?  Mr.  W.  could  not 
see  any  reaeoo  why  the  subject  ebould  be  de- 
fened.  The  bill,  hesaid,  did  not  afteci  Briitih 
sailon  ooly,  but  the  mlore  of  every  nation. 
Therefore  nothing  which  is  in  the  ezpeoted 
treaty,  or  is  not  in  it,  could  obviate  the  ueeesaily 
of  a  general  pioviiioo,  which,  if  not  necesuiry  as 
to  British  seamen,  would  be  necessary  as  to  all 
other  foreign  seamen  visiiiog  our  seaports.  There 
never,  however,  bad  been  any  negotiaiion  be- 
tween nations,  that  be  knew  of,  ia  rqard  to  pro- 


viaiaiHMiAaslliOKof  thistall}  add  haw  tbeeiB 
cauld  be  aBythJBg  in  the  repertad  British  Treaty 
aboHi  the  anbf  ecL  be  could  net  eoaaeivc. 

Ur.Cik4TaaidbeWBafacfn»ibeiBgcoBviac9ed 
by  the  geatleman's  argomeat  of  the  e^cdfeDcy 
of  the  jirovisioB  embraced  in-  the  bill.  He  was 
exceedingly  sony,  be  said,  to  haive  inouered  the 
reprehenaioa  of  the  hooaniUe  oeniieaaaB  Erom 
lusseebusetts]  aad  oongsalolated  that  eeatlaman 
en  the  pbilosophieal  aoalnasi  with  which  be  wes 
able  to  enrrey  what  Mr.  Ceaaaidered  ao  aasault 
meditated  on  the  pereocMl  libcrly  at  ibe  aittsed. 
That  he  could  aetaocalmlj  eentemplata  h,n^bt 
beowiag  poMJbly  to  ibediffiueace  of  their  aatfva 
dimaiB,  didbteat  nodes  of  ibmkiiM:,  or  difibraaoe 
of  dispMitton.  The  geaileaan,  Ur.  C  eaid,  bad 
lot  made  out  aaythm^  like  a  case.  WInt  was 
tba  exiBiiag  law,  to  wbteh  this  bill  was  likaned? 
It  waa  apBHoabla  to  ear  own  eitizeas,  to  be  eie- 
outed  wilbiB  the  tevritacyof  the  Coiled  8ia«ca, 
and  both  partiea  amenable  to  the  law.  Bni'lhete 
waa  a  vast  diSereDce  betwcea  tbia,  and  a  «rari- 
eioB  for  eurModeriof  a  person,  b^g  a  foeawMr, 
to  tbe  (feraitOB  not  of  oat  own  lawa,  batof  lava 
we  kaDw  noihiag  of  We  h«v«  lawa  for  Ibe  a^ 
prebensioa.and  paaHbmeBt  of  daantersfmawar 
Amy}  aodilhasibaenalavoriteotgeetwitbibe 
British  GoveraEB^ni  to  have  a  tteaiy  stfpatalieo 
In  the  fecBiocal  apptebcasioB  sad  reeioraiioaftr 
daMtiers  of  thai  description :  bat  thet  ere  bava 
always  ^oaataatly  and  propaily  refaeed.  Tbe 
MBileman  myht  veaaon  witn  Iba  same  propriety 
liem  our  own  provision  ia  that  oaae  to  tb»em- 
diency  of  a  pravisioa  for  apfMhendlng  forefgn 
deseiiers  from  an  arany  «r  nary ;  aad  iba  geB- 
tlemaa  mightrsay.  with  equal  ferce  iaibat  ae  In 
the  pr<eent«ie,tl>atiheK.WM  BO  injury  toaat- 
umlJibeiity,  nor  any  iaaonv^ieuee,  to  be  apfN- 
haadcd  fiam  it.  There  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  an  ee- 
seuial  diflemiee  between  ihe  caees ;  in  tbe  one, 
said  he,  the  law  ^^iee  to  the  eaptaio  as  well  as 
ta  the  eeaeaea— <in  the  other,  we  sboirid  iaierpese 
our  power  agdnst  tbe  seaman,  aad  give  bfm  «p 
to  tlie  lyraany  of  iheoapiaia,  or  of  laws  of  wfaieh 
we  aee  ignoraai.  Soob  a  {voposliioa  be  eostd 
novagrea  to  at  all,  bat,  if  at  all,  oat  in  this  Aape : 
itabould  beby  treaty  tlipulatioD;  tbMwem^t 
kaow  what  w  ^:tt  tot  what  we  gnnted — on 
which  poial,  be  repeated,  the  laCMrnMiion  before 
the  Heaae  wa«  loo  vagne.  But,  (said  Mr.  C.,) 
now  do  attend  to  the  gaulemaa  from  Uasaaeba- 
setu.  He  follows  the  seamaa  from  (he  time  be 
makes  tba  coatmci,  Doiil  be  ia  brotight  befoi«  the 
magistrate  oo  a  ebargeof  havmg  violaiedit,aDd 
asks  if  there  beany  haidshif  in  that?  No:  bat 
wbatquBsiioaistbemagbiratetoaakbimT  Have 
vou  made  a  contract  1  be  will  ask.  If  so,  he  ia 
beand  loaarreitdef  him  wttboot  ibecaoseof  bis 
leaviagtbc  ship  being  iaqaived  into.  No  matter 
whether  the  ooalraci  waa  obiataed  from  tbe  sea- 
man by  foroe,  fraad,  oi  dnresse,  tba  megistrate  is 
to  restore  bim  to  tbe  captain  elaiming  him.  'Kfr. 
C.  said  he  wonid  admit  to  tbe  geaileman,  that 
ia  a  case  of  clear  obligation  to  act  as  a  seaman, 
during  agiven  voyage,  being  made  oat,  and  no 
better  reason  tbaii  a  caprice  of  the  seamaa  fbr  ii- 
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otWJBf  il,iie<imfat  10  be  aude  to  falil  it  But 
thcobgMti»D  io(b«)>T0>TUMOof  (hiabiltwH,  that 
ilM  KM  leave  the  HMDU  at  liberir  loshow  ibe 
(roand  an  wbieb  be  bad  4eaerfed.  No  principle 
ereomitr,  to  wbieh  the  E«iilletniD  had  appealed 
with  TC  mueli  trianiph,  woald  induce  bim  to  give 
hia  vote  for  it.  That  ioJiereJ)!  love  of  liMtty 
whUb  difccts  my  oourae,  (aad  which  I  tnut,  aad 
am  quite  saie,  the  ^DtlemaD  from  ManachnMltB 
isbniu  as  w«ll  as  mf t«U,)  forbids  ne  to  do  u>. 
If  matt  a  fraviatoii  aeiiiaUjr  exisu'  m  ragaid  to 
our  o<niMBmeD,I  regret  It;  in  tbeir  ease,  bow- 
arer,  it  may  be  jueeaaary  apd  p^tic,  but  caanot 
be  w  in  the  «aM  of  iweiiiBen,  for  Kaaoas  alreadr 
astigiwd.  In  regard  to  ibe  cfiect  of  such  a  pro- 
viiioB  on  the  tights  of  naioraliiaed  citiaens,  let  tae 
advert  to  a  ease,  eaid  Mr.  C,  which  might  have 
oocarred  at  a  period  of  exaiiemeet  which  existed 
some  years  back,  aad  in  the  particoiai  part  of 
the  coaotry  from  wbieh  the  geDtletaaa  himself 
oomas.  Lst  me  sappoie  a  eeriain  magistrate, 
faoldiog  oertBiaopinioBsverjr  popalar  inlbatday 
in  liie  same  quarter,  lo  have  the  ease  pHieaMd 
to  bim,  of  ■  seaman  dcsarliog  the  British  mer- 
ebant  service.  I  am  a  eiliuD,  laya  ibe  aaiior; 
and  here  ismycertiBcateofaaturatlzaiiOD.  What 
would  Lbe  macittratedo  1  ■  Would  Jw  not  tell  yoa 
what  has  been  urged  again  and  again,  even  on 
tbf  fioor  of  ihia  Hoase,  i£at  thcr^aiy  of  ^kgiaace 
is  inviolate  and  perpetoal;  thai  it  is  contraoted 
by  birth,  and  cannot  be  ehwn  off)  And  would 
be  not  determine  the  saapun  to  be  a  Btitoa,  bu 
aaitifioaie  nDtwith«iaodiag  1  Mr.  C.  said  he' was 
not  far  aahmiltiiQg  ^testioos  of  ibis  importaaee 
to  the  nillion  «f  civil  magistrates  in  the  UnUid 
StMeai  for,  by  the  aaModment  which  had  taken 
place,  every  juetiee  of  the  peace  was  autborined 
to  adjadieaie  the  queaiioD.  As  to  the  case  of  in- 
dantad  servants,  which  had  been  referred  to  as 
analwDus,  he  doubled  whether,  io  any  State  in 
iba  unionl  if  a  servant  were  to  make  out  a  case 
of  a  bteaon  of  eeatraot  o»  tbe|«rt  of  a  master, 
be  would  be  compelled  witboiH  esanination  to 
Mtota  to  his  eerriea.  If  Bny;flMgiatraMvercio8o 
deeide,  ie  the  State  ia  which  he  lived  at  least, 
tke  tetvant  voald  have  a  clear  remedy  by  writ 
.of  bafaeae  coryua.  Hr.  C.  protealad,  however, 
against  the  application  of  prlociples.  aibittary 
a»d  rigorous,  w  all  eases,  which  are  fit  only  tat 
extreme  ones:  and  against  the  argument  that, 
baoanse  in  one  eaae  an  arytrarv  patncqrie  might 
be  applicable,  it  must  be  equally  ao  in  all  casee 
In  ooQOlnsioa,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  wejued  mformatioD 
bo  did  not  know  that  any  information  would 
obviate  his  objectionE  to  tbe  hill  i  bot,  at  all 
•vents,  be  was  dear  thai  it  ought  not  to  paas 
without  owre  distinct  infori^ktion  as  to  the  pne- 
lieeofforeinn  Powers.  He  iketelbre  moved  that 
tbe  Committee  rise,  aad  aak leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  WatTiUN  added  a  few  more  observations. 
The  foreign  seaman,  he  said,  had  precisely  the 
aameienedy  as  our  own  in  cases  ot  violation  of 
eoDUact  en  the  part  of  the  captain,  and  the  aame 
laws  and  courts  to  resort  to  for  redress.  The  pro- 
viaiena  of  this  bill  were  to  prevent  individuals 
&«■  taking  jnaiiee  into  their  own  handa,  in  oases 


to  impottani  as  that  of  service  due  on  board  eaer- 
chant  ships.  The  seaman  should  not  be  at  liberty 
to  say,  I  will  serve  ao  longer,  and  ihns  dissolve 
hiseoBiraci.  Contracts,  once  entered  into,  should 
be  fairly  fnifilled.  If  it  were  supposed  that  ^1 
powers  confided  to  magistrates  mast  be  abused, 
there  luiebl  be  some  ground  for  lbe  objectioDa  to 
tbe  bill,  not  Olberwiae  there  was  none. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tdiwday,  December  8. 

Aaoiher  member,  to  wit;  from  Masaachuseitt, 
Eluab  H.  Millb  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meant,  made  a  report  upon  the  aub- 
ject  of  the  duties  iMi  winee  and  books ;  which  was 
read,  when  Mr.  S.  reported  a  bill  to  leduee  tbe 
dniies  on  certain  wines,  and  to  declare  free  of 
duly  book)  --.-'- 
was  read  f  . . 
of  the  Whole. 

The  Oommittoe  of  Ways  aad  Means  were  dia- 
ebarged  from  the  ftwtbn  eonsideraiion  of  the  n- 
pcat  of  tbe  Becralary  of  Ike  Treasury,  upon  alter- 
atioDs  or  modtficaiiiHia  required  in  the  acts  filing 
the  emolameots  of  eartara  officers  of  theeuatoms, 
and  it  wta  referred  to  tbe  Commlllec  of  Com- 
merce and  Maaufaetnrea. 

Mr.  Jraxaox,  of  Kentucky,  fron  the  Commit- 
tae  on  Militvjr  ASairs,  repotted  a  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  Prederiek  Brown;  which  was  read  iwtm 
and  ordered  to  be  «ngiossed  and  read  a  tbf  rd  lime 
ta>[DorTow. 

The  SraAEiR  laid  before  the  Hotue  a  report 
from  the  Beeretary  of  War,  of  a  system  provi- 
ding for  the  abolition  of  the  esisting  Indian  tra- 
ding esiebliakmeDts  t^  the  United  States,  and 
providing  for  the  opening  of  the  trade  with  the 
Indians,  to  individuals,  uiulsrsniiable  regulations, 
"  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House 
of  tbe  4th  of  April  last ;"  wbieh  waa  laferred  to 
tka  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

The  SpKABEa  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Seerclarv  of  the  Treasury,  eoatain- 
inga  plan  far  the  final  adjustment  and  seuletmut 
of  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Looisiana  avd 
Territory  of  Missouri,  accompanied  with  tbe 
dtanght  of  a  bill,  providing  for  ibat  parpose.  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  a  reeolntion  or  this  House, 
of  the  16lh  of  April  last  i  which  was  read,  anu 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Ordtred,  That  the  bill  reported  en  the  Mi 
instant  for  lbe  final  adjastment  of  certain  clatma 
to  land  In  the  Slate  ot  Loniiiaoa  and  Territory 
of  Missouri,  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  appointed. 

A  message  from  ibe  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the  Seaate  have  passed  a  resolution  that  a 
commiitee  of  the  two  Honses  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  wbclbet  any,  and  if  any, 
wbat  further  provisions,  by  taw,  are  neeeesary  to 
insare  deepaiob,  accuracy,  aad  neaiueas,  in  the 
printing  done  by  order  of  ihe  two  Honses  respee- 
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(irelf  ;  in  which  they  ask  ibe  conearreaccDf  this 
House. 

The  resolulioD  was  read  twice,  ind,  after  being 
ameaded,  on  ibe  molioD  of  Mr.  Harbiboh,  by 
■DBerting  thereia  before  ihe  word  "  accuracjF"  the 
word  "  ecoDoiny,'*  it  was  read  the  third  litDC  nqd 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  at  the  last  aewioD,  (10th  Fel>ru- 
ary,  1818,)  tnpplemeniary  to  the  several  acts  for 
ihe  adjuiitoeai  of  laud  claims  id  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri ;  whereupon 
it  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  also  commit- 
ted to  the  Coromittee  of  the  Whole  Houae  last 
appoioted. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  a  partial  appropri- 
ation for  the  support  of  the  Military  EsiaUtah- 
meat  for  the  year  1819 ;  the  engrossed  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  Kinr;  (he  engrossed  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Barton;  and  the  en- 

Sroeaed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Adolphus 
nrghardt,  were  teTerally  read  the  third  lime, 
and  paraed. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison, 
lesoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  concerning  inralids,  [conferrios;  no  the 
Seerelary  of  War  the  power  of  placing  invalids 
of  the  Rerotntion  on  Ibe  pension  roll,  in  the  same 
manner  that  he  is  now  antborized  to  place  on  the 
pension  list  invalids  of  subseqtieat  wars.] 

The  bill  was  explained  by  Mr.  Jobmson,  of 
Kenlncky,  on  whose  motion  it  received  some 
Bmendmeots,  rendered  necesrary  by  acts  passed 
since  the  bill  was  framed  at  (he  last  session,  sod 
was  afterwards  reported  to  the  House,  fay  whom 
the  amendments  were  coaourred  in,  aad  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  WiUiam  B.  Lewis 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^  and 
was  ordered  to  be  eogroued  for  a  third  reading. 
SBIONOLE  WAB. 

Mr.  HoLJiBB,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  rose  to  sabmit  to  the  House  a 
difficiHiy  which  embanassed  the  proceedings  of 
the  Gommitieeof  which  he  was  chairman.  In 
ihe  inresligalion  of  some  of  the  subjects  referred 
to  that  committee,  it  found  thoee  subjects  sointi' 
mately  connected  with  some  conBded  to  another 
committee,  that  it  was  difficult  to  proceed,  wiib- 
ont  infringine  on  maitcTs  oot  referred  to  its  coa- 
aideraiioD.  He  alluded  to  the  subject  of  the 
Seminole  war.  That  war  involved  our  relations 
with  a  foreign  Power,  which  were  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations;  bat  an  im- 
portant incident  in  that  war,  the  execution  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  was  confided  to  the 
Military  Committee;  and,  in  proceeding  on  one 
sabject,  the;  could  not  well  avoid  the  other.  The 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  did  not,  there- 
fore, know  well  bow  to  proceed,  unless  they  bad 
the  whole  mailer  before  them ;  and,  in  offering 
the  following  motion,  it  was  not  done  without  an 
nadersiandine  to  that  effect  with  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  H.  then  suhmitled  the 
following : 


Reiehtd,  TbattbaCoiainiKeeoBHUilaiy  A&iiaba 
discbaned  from  the  forthet  coDsidetatioa  of  so  moeh 
of  the  Preeident's  Message  as  relatea  to  the  execattoa 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambiwter,  and  the  condoctcf  the 
war  with  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  CommitteB  of  Foreign  Eelationa. 

Mr.  JoBitaoN,  of  Kentucky,  etid  he  bad  sol 
been  apprized  till  this  morning,  of  the  difficnlly 
which  existed  on  this  subject.  He  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  the  motion,  and  it  bad  been  the  in- 
tention of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  subject  referred 
to  in  the  resolniion.  The  Military  Commillce 
would  still  have  abundant  business  to  occupy 
them,  in  the  military  affairs  of  the  country. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Nblsoh  objected  to  ibis  course,  as 
he  thought  the  examination  of  the  Seminole  war, 
and  particularlv  of  ibe  execiuion  of  Arbuthnot 
and  Arabrisler,  nelonged  property  and  eieluiivety 
to  the  Military  Committee;  and  be  was,  there- 
fore, averse  to  taking  the  subject  from  their  handa. 

Mr.  PoitioBXTBR  moved  to  amend  the  resola- 
lion  bv  changing  the  word  "execution"  for  the 
word  ''  irial,"  as  it  was  the  word  in  the  orijriiiat 
referenee  of  the  subject  to  the  Military  Com- 


be better  to  retain  botn  words. 

Mr.  PoiMDBXTER  stated  that  his  object  wts 
only  to  preserve  consisieoey  in  the  proceeding,  by 
retaining  in  this  resolution  the  words  used  by 
the  President  in  bis  Message  on  ihe  eubiectj  and 
in  the  original  reference  of  it.  The  President 
had  said  nothiog  about  the  e^cectiA'on  of  these 
men,  and  of  course  the  resolution  proposed  to 
refer  to  a  committee  a  subject  of  Ihe  President's 
MeasBse,  whieh  was  not  mentioned  in  ^be  Hea- 

l^he  amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  66,  aoea 

Mr.  Habribor  then  moved  to  add  the  word 
"execDtion."  that  the  reference  might  embraee 
both  the  trial  and  eieontion. 

Mr.  HopciNBON  thought  this  would  be  impro- 
per ;  foT,Bltboiigh  he  was  nearly  lodlfferenl  abont 
the  question,  it  was  certainly  improper  to  refer 
to  a  committee,  as  a  part  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, what  the  MessiLge  did  not  contain,  and  the 
Message  was  entirely  silent  abont  the  execiKton 
of  the  individuals  named. 

The  ameodmem  proposed  by  Mr.  Habribon 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Maolat  suggested  whether  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  might  not  be  got  at  better 
by  simply  referring  those  documents  to  the  Com- 
mittee OQ  Foreisn  Relationi,  so  far  as  they  were 
connected  wiih  foreign  affairs.  The  trial  of  those 
men  seemed  to  him  a  subject  peculiarly  proper 
for  the  investigation  of  the  Military  Comouttee, 
and  ooftht  not  to  be  withdrawn  from  it,  &«. 

Mr.  Babboor,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  stated  what  had  been  dose 
in  the  committee,  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
They  had  found  that,  in  investigating  our  rela* 
lions  with  one  of  the  Poweis  of  Europe,  the  Sem- 
inole war  necessarily  eoDstittited  an  impwtaat 
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link  in  ibe  inquiry,  bat  ihtt  tbii  snbjtec  wis  re- 
ferred losDolheT  comtnlitee.  It  iras  ibea  propR 
lo  ascerlaiD  the  sente  of  ibe  House  how  Ifaey 
ihonid  proceed.  The  commitlee  wished  neither 
to  iofriogeon  the  duties  of  anyotber  committee, 
nor  to  shriek  from  their  own.  As  to  what  hid 
been  laid  od  the  amendmeDt,  be  obeerred,  inci- 
deatally,  (bat  if  the  cotnmiliee  went  into  bd  in- 
TeatigaiioD  of  the  trial,  it  would  be  proper  to 
pnrsiie  it  to  the  fraita  of  that  trial.  Aa  to  the 
qaestion  of  refertnee,  he  should  be  aatisfied  ia 
'  wfaateret  way  it  wu  decided,  ^. 

Mr.  JoHRson,  of  Kentucky,  had  readily  con- 
■ented  to  this  transfer  of  ibe  subject,  because  he 
thooffht  the  military  quettioo  was  not  so  import- 
ant as  the  political  queation.  The  military  in- 
qniry  conld  result  in  nothing  but  a  report  of  facts, 
not  in  any  tpeoifie  recommeadatioo.  The  Presi- 
dent had  the  power  to  aat  when  an  officer  errs, 
even  lostribinghimofftherolloflhe Array.  He 
asked  if  circumstances,  seeing  that  the  Prnident 
had  refrained  from  any  «xerei*e  of  his  power  in 
this  case,  had  not  shown  ihal  the  conduct  of  the 
^cer  was  thus  far  enitained  by  the  Ezecutire  7 
If  so,  the  committee  could  noi  interfere  between 
them.  The  political  inquiry  was  of  a  different 
ehamcier.  That  was  to  ascertain  bow  far  the 
BKtioB  has  acted  with  justice  and  in  good  faith 
toward*  a  foreign  PoWer ;  and  in  what  or  where 
it  bad  failed  in  its  duties  to  that  Power.  If,  how- 
erer,  the  House  thought  proper  to  refer  the  mili- 
tary question,  or  any  other,  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, he  would  promise  for  them  that  they  would 
discharge  their  daty  faithfully. 

Ur.  Hakkibon  inpported  the  view  taken  by 
Hr.  Maclay.  It  would  certainly  be  highly  im- 
proper 10  take  from  the  Military  Commitlee  this 
subject  aliogeiber— a  sobjecl  which  was  so  strictly 
military,  one  already  referred  to  ii,  and  one  which 
greatly  agitated  this  House.  It  wonld,  he  admit- 
ted, be  proper  to  let  so  much  of  it  as  belonged  to 
foreigB  aShirs  be  referred  to  the  commitlee,  and 
leare  the  remaindet  where  it  was. 

Hr.  OoBB  thonsht  all  this  proceeding  prema- 
inre,  because  the  oocnments  bad  not  been  read  in 
the  House,  and  were  not  yet  laid  before  it,  since 
ordered  to  be  printed.  Relyinv,  however,  on  the 
correctness  of  the  copies  wbicn  had  appeared  in 
the  newspapers,  he  thought  it  a  proper  subject  of 
inquiry  for  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
bow  iboae  indiriduals,  subjects  of  a  foreign  na- 
tion, of  Qreat  Britain,  came  to  be  condemned  to 
death  b^  an  American  officer.  In  looking  into 
this  Bubjeet  there  would  be  found  some  very  in- 
teresting qncslions,  intimately  connected  with 
out  foreiffn  relations.  He  found,  for  one,  thai 
these  trials  esiabliahed  an  entirely  new  principle 
in  the  law  of  nations.  He  found  it  announced 
by  the  Commandiag  General,  on  that  occasion, 
as  ''an  cttablisbed'principleof  the  laws  of  nations, 
'  that  any  indiridual  ot  a  Dalian  making  war 
'  Bgsinst  the  citizens  of  any  other  nation,  they 
'  being  at  peaee,  forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  be- 
'  comes  an  outlaw  and  a  pirate.''  This,  Mr.  C. 
Nid,  was  a  new  principle  to  him,  though  it  tnigbl 
be  fimind  in  some  work  on  pnblic  law,  from  which 


he  had  not  learned  what  the  law  of  nations  was. 
He  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

*'  With  instructions  lo  ioqnira  nholher  ia  aiid  trials 
the  Constitation  and  laws  of  the  Unitad  States,  or  the 
law  of  nations,  hsTs  been  <rioUled." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.CoBB,  then,  with  the  riaw  of  obviating  the 
objections  to  the  resolution,  and  accommodate  it 
lo  the  general  wish,  moved  some  farther  amend* 
ments;  but 

Mr.  Babboub  coaceivins  the  subject  one  in 
which  it  was  important  to  aecide  rightly,  thought 
it  had  better  lie  on  the  table  one,  day,  and  moTed 
that  disposition  of  it. 

AAer  some  conversation  on  the  postponement, 
in  which  Mr.  Holmes  opposed  it,  the  potion 
prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Wedresdat,  December  9. 

Another  member,  to  wil,  from  South  CatoUia, 
Wii-BOK  Nesbitt,  appeared  and  took  his  aeaL 

The  Sfbaebb  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
snndiy  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  op- 
position to  the  petition  of  the  General  AssemUy 
of  that  State^  tor  a  donation  of  four  secliona  of 
land  (0  be  bid  off  at  a  town  for  the  seat  of  their 
gprernmeDt  for  twenty  years.— Referred  to  Ike 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiKnEXTEs,  the  memorial 
of  the  conreniion  of  the  State  of  uiisissippj,  pn- 
seated  on  tbe  17(4  of  December,  ISIT,  prayiag 
for  an  extension  of  the  Umita  of  that  State,  waa 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  7tk 
instant,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Territory  of  Alabama  for  a  State  goreinmeal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  petuion  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Alabama,  pre- 
sented on  the  7th  instant,  respecting  the  Judi- 
ciary Establishment  of  said  Territory,  wu  refer- 
red lo  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PoiHDBXTBB,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the 

Sroposition  of  John  Gardiner,  to  sopply  tbe  sol- 
iers  with  maps  of  their  bounty  lands  at  a  reason- 
able price;  which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  Sfbaebb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  giving  the 
result  of  sundry  assays  of  foreign  coins;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titlea,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown ;  An  act 
respectins  invalids ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Lewis ;  were  severally  read  ibe  third 
time,  and  passed. 

8BMIH0LB  WAR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  Of 
the  resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  Holueb, 
as  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  ■ 

Retohed,  That  the  Comniitee  on  MiHtai^  ASuzt 
be  discharged  from  tbe  (iiither  conddentioii  ofso  nooh 
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of  the  Fraridnit'i  Hmms*  u  nlalM  to  the  triti  of 
.  AAnlliBat  vii  Ambruter,  mnd  the  coudaet  of  the  wv 
widi  tha  Seminole  IndUlt* ;  uid  Ihit  the  miob  be  »- 
frand  to  the  Camniittee  of  Foreign  lUlationi^  vrilh  in- 
atroetiNM  ta  injure  wfaolher.  In  taid  triili,  the  Con- 
ilitalim  Uti  Itwi  of  the  United  Sutee.  or  the  lew  of 
natlone,  bara  been  vkiiated. 

Mr.  PoiHDEXTBR  mored  to  pcnipone  the  farther 
MDaideratioD  of  [he  moJatioD  nDtil  Moadap 
ijl^Dg,  as  a  reaHH)  for  the  motion,  ibat  the 
^docnmetiia  were  not  io  pouesMon  of  the  members, 
not  beiog  yet  printed  ior  the  Use  of  the  House : 
die  poblication  of  them  in  a  Dcwipiper  vns  not 
ft  proper  gtiMod  for  the  Bouse  to  act  od.  Were 
ll»  remlatioD  for  a  reference  merelj[  of  the  Bub- 
jecl  to  ihit  or  thai  committee,  as  origioally  pro- 
]KMcd,  h«  ebould  have  felt,  he  said,  perfeclljr  in- 
diSbreot  nspecting  It.  Bat,  since  the  amendment 
.  by  way  of  mslroction  to  the  committee,  an  em- 
phaaii  bad  been  given  to  the  motion,  and  a  bear- 
ing  by  implication,  which  made  it  oeceasary  to 
act  00  it  cautiously,  and  with  a  ftill  understand- 
ing of  the  tvbject.  He  was  not  prepared  to  pro- 
Bomoe  an  opinio!),  even  by  way  of  apeeific  io- 
struation  to  a  commiltee,  until  the  documnta  on 
»hi«h  that  opinipD  moat  be  foaaded  were  o£ci- 
lUy  in  kia  pauesaioo.  If,  however,  the  snbjeet 
wwnotpoatponed,  be  should  more  additional  in- 
iWMlHHM,  rradered  neeeeaary  by  the  amendraeni. 

Hr.  Cobb  aaid,  as  an  indaeement  to  the  Houae 
BOt  to  poMpoB«  the  OMisideraiion  of  the  teaolTe, 
that,  00  examining  further  into  the  aabjecl,  he  had 
diKorered  that  tfie  amendmnit  agreed  to  on  bia 
8«ggtalion  did  not  go  far  enongb,  and  that  fur- 
iha  ameitdmeDt  had  become  necessary.  With 
tUa  TMW  he  had  prepared  some  other  amend- 
meMa,  which  be  would  move  if  the  subject  waa 
BOW  taken  ip-  Mr.  C.  added  that  he  siw  no  rea- 
Bonforwailingfordoevments.    The  proposed  tU' 

Kirr  letated  to  tubjecta  referred  to  id  the  Presi- 
nn  Meaaage,  and  Jt  waa  Ihe  usual  and  eemmon 
MUNTse  l«  rtferlhe  rariooa  enbjects  of  the  Measage 
to  eemttitieea  before  the  documente  aecomptny' 
ing  it  were  printed. 

Mr.  Plotb  moved  to  poatpoae  the  resolution 
indcfioitdy,  onder  the  impreaaitn  that  the  inquiry 
Tcferred  to  in  it  waa  already  before  the  proper 
eommittecs.  If  the  Consiitatton  or  law  of  na- 
tiona  had  been  violated  by  any  of  the  officers 
of  tbe  Oorernmem,  as  had  been  suggested,  he 
tkought  iliat  would  be  a  proper  subject  to  be  re- 
£erna  to  a.  committee  specially  raised  to  hivesti- 
fBteit. 

Mr.  HouiBS  said  that  the  Ck>mmittee  of  For- 
•ign  Relationa  had  thoocht  the  matter  properly 
wilbin  tbe  pale  of  their  duly  ;  but,  having  seen 
'    ~  "        I  apeeially  referred  to  another  eommit- 


tea,  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  endeavor  to  ol 
tain  the  sense  of  the  Houae  whether  the  subiet 
ought  to  be  exambed  by  the  Committee  of  Foi 


eign  Relations  or  not.  The  truib  is,  said  Mr.  H., 
we  have  bad  a  war  without  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  which  has  been  carried  on  some' 
what  wilbin  the  territories  of  a  nation  at  peace 
vith  us.  Tbe  eondoct  of  the  commanding  Qen- 
«lll  was  a  subject  into  which  it  might  be  proper 


for  the  Hosae  to  eaamiDc.  So  fiu  aa  reapeeted 
hia  miliiarv  condnct,  that  pan  of  the  anbject  be- 
longed  to  the  Military  Committee.  So  aa  to  the 
Scmiaole  war—wbatcrer  regarded  that  war,  with 
reference  to  its  militarv  een3QCt,aod  lo  tbe  relft- 
tiona  of  the  oScer  and  the  army  to  tbe  coaDtry, 
belonged  to  the  Military  Committee:.  BbL  oo 
far  as  reJaied  to  the  oases  of  Arbailinoi  and  Am- 
brister,  (heie  men  were  foreif^ersi  they  were 
said  lo  have  claimed  to  be  Biitiah  sabjects,  ami 
it  waa  thought  by  some  that  ihey  owed  a  len^o- 
rary  allegiance  to  Spain^  In  this  caae,  then,  die 
investigation  apiteared  to  belong  totlM  Foreign 
Relation  Committee,  aa  having  a  direct  eon- 
nezion  with  ihair  dniie*.  Tbe  Oommittee  only 
wishfd  that  the  Houae  abould  dedde  whether 
they  were  or  were  not  U  ezaanine  the  aobjoat 
If  ibe  House  nnatlved  the  resolve,  the  Comnit- 
tee  of  Foreiga  Relviou*  wontd  eonairfet  it  aa  Ihe 
vish  of  Ike  House  ihat  they  should  bm  txtaaiat 
tbe  auMect. 

Mr.  SiUKina  spoke  in  favor  of  poatpoaeKMBt: 
ibe  motion  and  ameadmenl  he  thought, -wofe 
founded  on  documents  which  had,  indeed,  ap- 
peared in  the  newip^tera,  but  were  not  in  pos- 
•eesioQ  of  the  Houie;  which  many  gentlcnea 
might  not  evon  have  seen,  aad  could  not  be  are* 
pand  to  act  upon.  Before  be  gave  a  voce  nra 
resolve  containing  aa  ioatractioa  beariag  aftdnat 
an  officer  of  very  high  character,  he  wuhed  to 
eiamioe  ibe^romdaof  ifao  proceeding. 

Mr.  Dhha  waa  in  favor  of  poaqwnMaeat,  ■> 
the  aobjoei  wet  of  a  evropUeated  charaaier,  a«d 
ought  to  be  distributed,  pcrhnps,  among.  aeTetvl 
committees.  Whatever  related  to  aUltgad  Tiola- 
tions  of  the  CotuiiluUoa  or  tbe  lawa  of  war,  tt 
appeared  to  him,  belonged  properly  to  the  Jwdi- 
mary  Committee. 

Mr.  Cobb  restated  his  inieatioo,  if  pemiUad, 
to  propose  to  divide  the  sobjeci  among  diEaccat 
cuumilteea. 

Mr.  Kbsa  said  that  the  question  praaentad  it- 
self now  in  a  shape  iavolviag  consideratioM  «f 
far  more  importance  than  at  Ent  view  it  seamed 
to  do.  As  he  wished  to  know  the  exieot  of  the 
views  and  objects  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Qoohm 
on  ihe  subject,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  wu 
moved  the  postponement  woold  withdrair  tk 
motion,  to  give  Mr.  Cobb  an  qjpportuiiity  of  ofbi- 
ing  his  amendmcnta. 

Mr.  PoiiiDBziBX  declined  withdiawjag  hia 
motion,  and  repeated  bis  teaaooa  for  bawvg  nuda 
it.  As  it  now. Blood,  Ihe  very  ioqniry  eonuincd 
in  the  resolve  implied  cenaura  on  the  eoaawMtai 
of  the  Soolhern  division  of  the  army,  and  le- 
quired  a  full  i&vesiiguion  before  it  was  deeidel 
on. 

Mr.  HoLHBB,  finding  the  debate  obliquely  en- 
tering into  tbe  merits  of  the  Seminole  war,  die., 
proposed  10  withdraw  the  original  propoailioa  he 
offered  yesterday. 

This,  however,  lie  oonld  not  effect,  beeanse 
the  proposition  bad  been  amended,  and  iheteiore 
could  DOE  be  wilbdiatvn. 

Mr.  WAUtwaaid  that  the  tesolatioa,  aa  amead- 
ed,  involved  a  ddicaleqneaiion.    If  it  did  aMin- 
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plteate  the  C[»rMliieM«r  ihe  coranBtidiD^  Qen- 
«ral  is  U«  Seminole  mr,  it  aeitainlf  did  iDsinu- 


aM  that  fail  eoudaet  bad  been  imprmi 

what  had  taken  place  m  Ifaa  Spanisli  lenitoty, 

Hr.  W.  thonglu  this  Howe  had  no  ^kl  to  in^aite 


tetoit.uDlaNTqRCcnustwnsmre  made  (ttrooft'' 
the  proper  atitbvTilr  M  the  nbject  bf  Spain. 
Tx  iMald  be  tine  eaiongb  for  CongroM  to  act  en 
tbatqaHiioi],«rlMn  it  watproperlr  itTHented  to 
tbeni.  Whet  be  aaked,  iroald  be  the  fttlm^oi 
OBDCfal  Jankaaa  and  his  bnn  cAcen  and  fel- 


conduct  b«d  heeit  eorteot,  sftd  aeoatdiBS  boib  to 
lajrmd  aonslitatioii;  aod  that  Ibey  bad  aaen  the 
ealvMiMBf  th«  Inuitier  of  ibcooanwr  which  the 
honorable  Mallenan  firom  Ocorgia  psrtioal*rlr 
i^eseoled.  He  believed  that,  like  aft  good  men, 
tht  mora  tbeircvnductiMs  ittvetiigaied,  (he  more 
U  Minid  be  apptoT«4-"ihat  lh«  raoie  tbejr  were 
tiied,  the  brifliter  llkCf  wonld  sUnc, 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  be  (bought  i(  adfiiaMe,  as 
tbe.propoMti<m  bad  bean  the  ivbicct  of  so  nsuch 
dtffirrcDoeof  opini«n,aBd  was  likely  to  pwmote 
unreaaMuihle  oabMe,  thu  th«  ay>tloD  fot  iadcG- 
nils  pvstfiDiMmentBbotrid  prantil. 

Jdr.JoBXsaK,  of  EeMDeky,Nid,  if  the  motion 
for  pMtpoiMMeiit  did  not  pwrail,  he  proposed  lo 
more  aaeh  a  xtfereooo  (o  the  eewiml  eomiallteas 
■■  would  be  iaiis&elorr  to  all.  He  partisuiady 
wiihsd,  sioea  so  OMiob  bad  alrcadr  been  aaidififft 
(W  nbjeet,  that  die  owtioo  •honld  not  be  post- 
poned, bat  an  opporlunity  aight  begnen  (o  the 
WKWf  oouBiltats  Id  iaveslinte  it. 

The  Snuiasn  imtiauad  Lis  iMpreaioai  that 
the  whole  diaaassien  had  been  preioatiire,  and 
that  the  original  pnpoaiiion,  bctng  one  of  mere 
Tefateaoe,  did  not  antttorise  tbe  range  which  bad 
beentAiKB  in  debate.  Ocndemett  on  all  baadi 
WMUcd  diapoaed,  iicthongfat,  loaotictpate  the 
debate  which  woald  more  properly  lake  place  al 
a  different  stage  of  the  bodDcio,  after  the  ooaimit- 
leee  shoidd  Make  (heir  reports. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  kns  riews  oa  the  nbjecl 
of  tbe  laiiiude  of  debate  were  the  eatae  as  the 
Speaker^il  trat  asa  moiion  for  indtfinUe  post- 
penament,  which  went  le  the  principle  or  tbe 
qsealien,  *»  now  made,  he  tfaoagbt  himself 
eaUad  apon  to  state  why  be  conld  not  assent  to 
d  my  he  wished  ibe  iDquity  lo  proceed  as 
,.  ,  aed.  The  sDbjraia  embraced  by  the  resota- 
tion,  he  said,  were  two:  tbe  BanJQole  war, and 
Ihe  trials  of  Arbaihnot  and  Ambrister.  INd  ihis 
BenHDOle  war  or  these  trials  of  Arbathnet 
Ambrittei'  coDcera  our  foreign  relations  ?  Were 
they  -Ukely  to  involve  us  ia  any  dtaputet  wiih  foi- 
«iga  Feweraj-ar  toateci  the  relatioDBof  Ibis  with 
aay  other  btavernaKDt  1  If  so,  ihe  snbiett  be- 
longed promly  to  ihe  Cemmitt«e  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations. His  own  opinion  was,  Ht.  C.  said,  that 
ibeae  matters  had  an  intimate  connezioa  with 
ear  foreigfi  relatioDS.  It  was  somewtrat  doabt- 
foL  he  eontinaed,  whether  ihewbole  or  this  war 
bad  trot  been  waged  on  naeonsiitDtioBal  piinei- 
-*-—  He  knew  very  well,  he  said,  that  it  bad 
'  ire  bean  n^ed  in  this  Ho»e,  and  w»  a 


^ea.    H 
Mntofoi 


received  opinion,  that,  aader  a  lew  now  in  ex- 
istcDce,  tbe  PrestdeBi  oonld  employ  tbe  military 
fores  of  the  Uaiied  States  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pelling invanon  by  the  Indians.  But  he  had 
never  ondersiood  that  this  power  extended  be- 
yond tbe  limits  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  yet  a.qnpstion,  whether,  under 
>lea  or  prsleit  of  an  invaiion  from  without 
limits  of  the  Duited  States,  our  army  sonld 
be  cHdered  wilbaut  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
to  proseeate  a  war  even  with  the  Indiau  trlh<^ 
Bat,  if  this  power  did  actinlly  eiisc,  H  followed 
that  the  Presldaat  of  the  United  Slates  eoaM  de- 
ilarea  war  arithoat  the  assaot  of  Congress,  unless 
he  cnaclaaioa  was  drawn  that  it  was  not  war  to 
sead  a  detachnMot  of  onr  army  lo  carry  on  op- 
eratioas  beyond  our  own  Hmiis.  It  is  either  war, 
said  Ht.  C  or  it  is  a«i  war.  If  it  is,  Congress, 
'  ir  the  GenstiuitioB,  alone  has  aaihority  to 
9  it.    If  it  be  not  war,  said  he,  and  we  most 

B'v«  it  some  other  itame,  let  it  be  called  a  man- 
Uing  expedition  which  the  President  hag  a  right 
to  direct  whenever  he  pleaGCt.  It  preeenfed  a 
^wslion  an  which  it  was  high  time  some  prin- 
ai^  shoold  be  establiehed,  if  no  sach  rule  had 
cxiMcd  heKlofbre.  Mr.  C.  acknowledged  thai  at 
the  last  aeetioQ  this  qeeetion  might  have  been 
brought  forward.  That  it  was  not,  however,  was 
BO  reason  why  the  House  should  bow  act  equally 
arroueonsly.  It  was  lime  lo  settle  the  question 
whether  tbe  President  cottld  make  or  carry  on  war 
against  any  nation,  savage  or  civilhed,  wilhoat 
theantboiiiyof  Congiees.  Buianoiher  important 
qaestiop  was  embraced  fay  the  resolution  on  the 
laUa-whiebitwasnawpriWDeed  topestpone.  Tbe 
President,  he  said,  had  infof  raed  the  Boate  that 
a  war  had  been  carried  on  by  oar  troops  en  the 

Swnisb  tecriiory,  in  tbe  oourse  of  which  St. 
arks  and  Pensacola  had  been  occupied.  Id  tbe 
same  Message  ta  which  ibii  fiMi  was  aaaonnced, 
the  President  had  told  Congress  that  the  eem' 
manding  Qeaeral  had  been  led  to  the  occupation 
of  those  posts  by  facts  which  came  lo  his  keowl- 
cd^  whilst  on  Ibe  theatre  of  aetieo.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  wiAed  to  know  what  these  facts  werej 
and,  inasmuch  as  thieeoald  not  but  beapreceed- 
iag  afeoiiag  oar  relations  with  a  foteign  Power, 
it  appeared  to  him  properly  to  bclong^  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Belations  to  inqnire  into  it. 
Mr.  C'saJd  ha  knew  the  reason  which  the  news- 
papers had  given  for  this  preeeeding.  It  was, 
that  Spain,  beiag  a  ncniial  Fewer,  had  failed  to 
contra!  the  ladiaB' hostility  to  us  from  within  her 
limits.  But  ibe  subject  for  inquiry  was,  who  was 
respeasible  for  this  proceeding  against  the  Span- 
ish aoeeessi  ens  7  Who  was  to  answer  to  the  world 
font?  Was  it  not  the  nation  B{  large?  Was  it 
contended  ihat  Ihis  harden  could  «t  pleasure  be 
shifted  from  the  shoulders  of  the  nation  to  those 
of  an  individual?  If  not,  it  became  neeeaeary 
to  inqoire  whether  the  measure  had  been  an- 
ihorizcd  by  the  Coasiitmiaa  and  laws  of  the 
United  States.  Has  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  said  Mr.  C,  directed  the  Spanish  posts 
to  be  taken?  If  not,  had  any  subordinate  ofll- 
oer  a  right  to  take  them  ?    He  was  free  to  say 
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th«t  lti«  Presideat  wu  right  in  rafiaf  ibat  he 
bad  no  auibocity  lo  diieci  Ibe  uking  or  retaioiDg 
them:  aod  he  waa  equally  free  lo  my  that  be 
who  did  direct  ii  hid  rioUted  ihe  CoDsiitniion  of 
ibt  United  Suiea.  Tbe  pietexi  of  the  riotaiion 
of  hei  neutrality  by  Spain,  Mr.  C.  taid,  wu  no 
excuse  for  tbe  act.    ir  sbe  bad  Tiolaied  her  nea- 

trality,  it  was  tbe  business  of  tbe  nation,  and  not 
of  any  particular  officer  of  the  army  or  Govern- 
meat  who  cbooe  to  take  it  into  bit  bands.  These 
Ra^gesiianiheihrewoutlo  show  the  propriety  of 
tbis  aubject  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations.  He  bad  discorered,  he  said, 
from  ibe  Message  of  tbe  President,  that  he  dis- 
claimed the  power  of  occapying  the  Spanish 
posiv.  But,  Mr.  G.  Mid,  if  tbe  doctrine  were 
once  tolerated,  that,  under  the  cloak,  if  be  migbl 
■o  express  it,  of  prosecuting  a  war  against  an  In- 
dian tribe,  a  military  officer  may,  without  tbe  au- 
ibority  of  Congress,  proceed  to  hoatilitiet  against 
a  foreign  oation,  because  tbey  look  part  with  the 
Indians,  it  was  eiitabliahed  that  there  was  a  mode 
of  making  war  with  a  foreign  nation  without 
Congress  declaring  iL  With  any  man  of  con- 
sideration, it  must  be  a  matter  of  some  conse- 
quence that  a  war  could  be  waged  without  the 
consent  of  the  representatives  of  the  aatton.  We 
see  at  once,  said  Mr.  C.,  that  that  part  of  the 
CoBsiitution  is  no^tory,  and  does  not  protect 
tbe  nation  from  being  inrolTed  in  war  without 
its  consent. 

The  SpBAKER  here  iaierposcd.  He  had  hope^, 
he  said,  at  least  after  the  gentleman's  eoocuf 
rence  in  opinion  with  the  Cbair,  that  he  would 
not  hare  gone  into  a  diaeusaion  on  ibis  collat- 
eral question,  to  which  no  bounds  could  be  >s- 

'  [ued. 


■ignei 


r.  Cobb  waived  any  further  lemarki  for  the 
present. 

Mr.BowARna  agreed  in  opinion  with  tbe  Cbair 
respecting  tbe  lautude  of  denate,  and  waa  willing 
to  await  a  disclosure  of  all  tbe  facts  before  he 
made  up  a  QnaL  decision  on  tbe  subject  of  ioTes- 
tigation.  But,  said  be,  are  we  to  be  deterred  from 
inquiry  because,  as  has  been  intimated,  the  in- 
quiry will  involve  tbe  censure  of  a  high  officer  of 
the  Array'?  I  protest,  and  always  shall,  against 
doctrines  of  that  son.  Let  it  censure  bim  or  not, 
no  matter  who  is  tbe  officer,  I  iball  vote  for  in- 
qairv  into  any  public  matter,  from  which  I  shall 
not  DC  deterred  by  tbe  elevation  of  character,  or 
station  of  tbe  officer  whose  cbaracter  is  to  be  in- 
quired ioio.  For  one,  Mr.  B.  said,  be  saw  no 
reason  for  rejecting  or  postponing  the  resolution. 

Mr.  TaxLOB  said,  be  had  been  unfortunately 
called  out  when  the  resolution  was  yesterday  in- 
troduced }  but,  when  be  heard  of  it,  it  was  with 
sut|)rise — surprise,  not  that  tbe  subject  was  not 
in  Itself  important,  but  because  it  was  already  re- 
ferred in  tie  most  ample  manner.  Whatever 
was  in  Ihe  Message  touching  our  foreign  con- 
ccrn^  bad,  at  tbe  opening  of  tbe  session,  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations; 

and  it  was  ibeir  business,  he  thougbt,  to  have  died  after  their  return  home,  of  wounds  received 
acted  on  it,  without  coming  to  this  House  for  in-  in  service ;  that  the  expense  was  inconsiderable 
structioDs.    It  was  not  vary  long,  he  said,  that  he  I  compared  with  the  object,  paitieukriy  u  navcb 


had  been  a  oaember  of  this  House;  but,  short  as 
was  the  time,  an  injurious  practice  had  been  since 
then  introduced.  At  that  time,itwas  theouslom 
for  committees  to  examine  and  report  on  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  them ;  but  now,  at  the  suggestion 
of  any  gentlemauj  instructions  were  given  to 
committees  on  subjects  already  referred  to  them, 
and  which,  without  anv  instructions,  it  would  be 
their  business  to  bring  before  the  House.  Mr.  T. 
went  on  to  say,  that  things  were  already  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  state  before  the  committees  that 
tbey  would  be  were  the  resolre  to  pass.  He 
thought  the  introduction  of  tbe  resolution  puticn- 
larly  unfortunate,  too,  as  It  was  calculated  to  u- 
cite  a  discussion  on  a  subject,  vastly  important  in 
all  its  bearings,  not  fully  before  tbe  Honse.  He 
hoped  tbe  resolution  would  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. Tbe  Foreign  Committee  bad  their  doty 
assigned  tbem ;  let  theoi  discharge  it.  The  Mili- 
tary Committee  bad  also  theirs,  which  tbey  would 
no  doubt  discharge ;  and,  in  the  end,  he  jioped 
Congress  would  not  fail  to  do  theirs. 

Mr.  HoPKiMBON,  as  a  member  of  tbe  Coaomit- 
lee  of  Foreign  Relations,  hoped  tbe  motion  might 
be  indefiniteTy  postponed,  that  tbe  House  might 
aDerwatds  dispose  of  the  subject,  as  tbey  cboee. 
Asa  member  of  tbe  committee  which  had  unfof 
innately  fallen  under  tbe  reprehension  ^  the 
genllemnn  front  New  York,  for  what  it  had  done 
'  what  it  had  omitted,  Hr.  H.  said  be  took  < 
himself  bis  share  of  it,  with  all  tbe  aubmis- 
lue  to  the  eentorint  power  vested  in  that 
honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Flotd  rose  merely  to  My,  that,  in  moTiag 
the  postponnment,  it  was  far  from  him  to  desire 
to  avoid  investigation,  or  to  screen  any  officer, 
however  high,  if  anv  such  shonld  be  implientea 
in  it.  He  only  wisned,  when  the  Hooaa  came 
to  a  discussion  of  this  subject  that  it  should  be 
with  tbe  aid  of  all  the  lights  of  which  it  waa  si»- 
ceplible. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  indefinite  poai- 
ponement  of  tbe  lesolationj  and  decided  in  tbe 
afiirmative  by  a  large  majority. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS,  Ac. 
The  House  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
bill  allowing  half-pay  pensions  of  five  yents  to 
the  widows  andorpbansof  those  soldiers  enlisted 
for  twelve  months,  for  eighteen  months,  and  of 
the  militia  who  died  within  four  montlis  after 
their  return  home,  of  sickness  contracted  white 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  hill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  a  debate  of  consider- 
able length  took  place;  in  which  Mesera.  Bai- 
BODB,  HaBBiBOH,  T.  M.  NHLeoR,  of  Virginia, 
JoBKBOK,  of  Kentucky,  and  Cohbtoce.  very 
earnestly  advocated  Ibe  bil^  supporting  it  chiefly 
on  tbe  ground  that  it  was  required  not  only  by 
humanity,  but  by  equal  justice,  as  iIm  objects  to 
be  relieved  by  the  bill  were  as  much  eatltled  to 
relief  as  tbe  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
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lMf[«r*atiM  Wtre  IftTEshcdoa  objscta  of  compa- 
ntire  iniigniflcaace. 

The  bill  wai  aa  eiTDtsilf  opposed  by  Messrs. 
SiitTB,  of  Maryland,  TaTlor,  Terrell,  Sim- 
uns,  and  Litbrmore,  on  differeDt  groands ;  bot 
prineipolly  for  the  reasons  that  (be  OoTernmeat 
bad  already  gone  far  enougb— ranch  farther  than 
BDT  otbet  GorernmeDt— in  reliering  ibe  iedivid- 
nal  distreaaes  constquent  on  ihe  war;  that,  ad- 
mitting the  prOTision  to  be  proper  at  all,  it  woald 
tte  opening  tbe  door  too  viae  lo  extend  it  to  cases 
of  death  wiibiD  four  mouths  after  the  retard  of 
the  soldier  to  bis  home ;  that  the  expense  would 
be  enormons;  thai  feelings  of  humanity  ought 
to  have  some  limit  in  poolic  expenditures,  and 
that  sDch  feelings,  if  always  obeyed,  wonla  find 
ihe  whole  Treasury  insufficient ;  that  it  was  time 
to  dtaw  same  line  of  limilaiion,  &c. 

Mr.  Harkison  said  that  be  should  be  amoog 
the  last  meu  who  would  atiempt  to  introduce 
ioto  this  country  that  system  of  sinecures  aud 
pensions  which  had  produced  so  much  misery  ia 
the  other  hemisphere  of  the  world,  diriding  al- 
most the  whole  population  of  Europe  into  two 
Tery  uueqaal  divisions — the  one  extremely  rich, 
the  other  miserably  poor.  There  could,  how- 
erer,  he  said,  be  no  danger  of  this  as  long  as  oar 
free  Consiitucion  remains.  As  long  as  the  money 
of  tbe  people  is  appropriated  by  tbe  real  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  it  will  be  given  only  fos 
an  e^aivilenl  public  service,  or  for  some  sufTer- 
ing  in  that  service  claiming  the  public  benefi- 
cence. An  examination  of  one  of  the  pension 
lists  of  a  modern  European  Qovernroeot  would 
present  a  very  different  aspect  from  that  on  youi 
table.  Not  moderate  allowanaes  for  real  ser- 
vices, but  enormous  grants  for  nominal  duties,  or 
for  services  to  a  Government  whose  interests  are 
in  direct  hostility  to  the  interest  of  the  nation. 
Ic  is  not  even  the  consiaai  and  unnecessary  wars 
in  which  these  Qovetnmenu  are  engaged  that 
have  tendered  their  subjecis  miserable,  but  the 
wild  profusion  and  extravagance  of  iheir  cor- 
rupt Courts.  It  is  this  which,  in  tbe  language 
of  nor  gteat  countryman,  "obliges  the  Buropean 
laborer  to  go  supperleu  to  bed,  and  moisten  his 
bread  with  the  sweat  of  his  brow." 

There  are  two  kinds  of  sufferiag,  said  Mr.  H., 
in  the  public  service,  which  are  recognised  by 
oar  laws  as  giving  a  claim  to  the  public  bounty. 
Tiie  one  in  the  eaae  of  wooods,  or  disability  in- 
carred  in  the  Army  or  Naty  of  tbe  United 
SiMcs.  The  other,  an  indirect  soffering,  as  in 
ib«  ease  ot  widows  or  children,  who  had  lost 
thMr  husbands  or  parents  in  that  way.  The 
clnima  of  the  fint  are  not  questioned.  It  is  ad- 
mitted by  all,  that  the  roao  who  has  lost  a  leg  or 
an  arm  in  serving  the  Daiion,as  ii  lessens  his 
ability  to  maintain  himself,  should  be  provided 
for  during  the  continuance  of  his  disability.  Bni 


,  ,  woman  who  has  lost  her 

bMbaod  wbo  sui^otted  her,  the  child  its  parent, 
on  whose  exertions  alone  it  depended  for  main- 
tenance and  edneation,  oat  laws  allow  n  limited 


assistance,  leaving  ibe  saff^ers  often  in  a  worse 
situation  tnan  it  found  them. 

I  consider  (his  difference,  said  Mr.  H..  at  war  - 
wi(h  the  dicta(eB  of  jns(ice,  of  sound  policy,  and 
the  first  republican  principles.  Permit  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  said  Mr.  H.,  lo  ask  what  was  the  mo- 
tive for  the  enactment  of  tbe  law  of  1816  in  re- 
lation to  pensions?  Was  it  to  eeiablisb  tbe  great 
national  principle  of  indemnity  to  (be  sufierers 
as  far  as  indemnity  could  be  given  1  Or  was  it 
intended  as  a  mere  temporary  relief,  as  we  would 
throw  a  dollar  lo  the  beggar  in  ih^  street?  U 
the  first  was  the  motive,  the  law  was  entirely 
iaadequate  to  its  object.  If  the  second  was  the 
motive,  it  wu,  in  bis  opinion,  unworthy  of  the 
nation. 

B(|nali(y,  in  the  coairibniions  for  the  public 
service,  is  one  of  ibe  fim  principles  of  our  Oot- 


The  public  bnrdens  are  to  fall  equally  upon 
all  in  proportion  lo  ibeir  means.  No  individual, 
and  no  family  ate  lo  fninisb  more  than  their 
jnst  share,  either  of  money  or  of  personal  ser- 
vice, without  an  eqnivalenl. 

And  yet  here  are  IfiQO  families  who  havecon- 
trtbaied  more  than  their  proportion ;  same  of 
them  their  all  far  the  public  setviee.  You  can- 
not, indeed,  restore  the  husband  to  the  widow, 
the  parent  to  tbe  child— but  yon  can  snppty  their 
places  to  a  considerable  degree,  and,  I  think  that 
II  is  your  duly  lo  do  it. 

The  principle  for  which  I  contend,  said  Mr. 
H.,  may  be  more  easily  calculated  by  applying 
it  to  a  Binall  community.  Let  us  suppose,  (hen, 
that  one  hnndred  families  were  settled  n  pan  an 
island  in  tbe  Pacific  ocean,  at  such  a  distance 
from  every  civilized  State  as  lo  make  it  neces* 
sary  to  form  one  of  themselves— Iheir  situation 
would  make  it  purely  republican.  All  possess- 
lug  equal  right,  and  all  bound  lo  defend  their  lit- 
tle community  egainsi  every  aggression.  The 
savages  of  a  neighboriBg  ialaad  atiempl  to  dis- 
possess  ibem ;  a  battle  ensoei.  in  which  onr  little 
cotnmoniiv  is  victorious,  wita  the  less  of  five  of 
their  number  killed  and  five  wounded.  The  sit- 
uation in  which  they  would  find  themselvn,  is 
one  for  which  they  had  not  provided.  The 
wounded  men  would  say  to  the  others,  as  we 
have  been  rendered  unequal  to  the  maintenanee 
of  our  families  hy  wounds  received  for  tbe  ben- 
efit of  all,  it  Is  just  Ihai  we  should  receive  as- 
sislanoe  from  you  to  cultifate  our  farms.  The 
claim  woidd  bia  readily  admitted.  As  would,  In 
[he  first  iiuiance,  the  claiiBs  of  tbe  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  bad  fatten- but  at  the  end 
of  five  years,  bdore  the  eblldren  of  the  widows 
bad  reached  that  af[e  when  (hey  could  labor  for 
themselves  and  their  mothers,  they  are  told  that 
(bey  can  receive  no  further  aid  while  the  wound- 
ed men  are  provided  for  for  life.  If  this  princi- 
ple is  admilied  in  oar  Qoverament,  our  militia 
taws  are  most  unjust  and  oppressive.  They  re- 
quite the  same  personal  service  to  be  rendered 
by  all,  the  tich  and  ihe  poor.  But  the  rich  mar- 
ried man  is  allowed  to  furtiish  a  subsiiiule— the 
poor  married  man,  unnUe  to  hire  one,  is  obliged 
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wb«n  eallfld  dmo  »  Mtva  in  pnaaa.    As  the 

EOT,  then,  fight  all  your  bkltlaa,  which  ia,  per- 
pe,  unamidabEe,  it  ia  ju*C  and  ttehi  the  omk- 
quenccB  of  ibeit  MtTiae  sbouU  faU  h  Ii|hllr  a* 
pouiblt  oa  their  familica.  Ia  tha  l«l«  ir«r,  it 
Tw  to  ibeir  valor  aod  pairiDtum  thu  you  ware 
indebted  for  the  preMirUion  of  Baliiaaor^  N«f- 
folk,  an^  New  Oilcans,  and  your  Northern  and 
Wulera  fiontiare.  It  i*  poiiible  that  whea  the 
great  eaporiumi  of  your  oonmerae  wera  at- 
tacked, aem«  wealthy  man  mighl  have  been 
foiiDd  in  the  Tanks  with  tkait  poor  rdlawcili' 
ztM.  At  Baltimore,  for  ioMaMe,  there  mighi 
have  been  a  merohaM,  poatfsted  of  a  tbrtOBt  uf 
half  a  millioB  of  doAar^  plaeed  by  tha  lida  of  a 
meebaoic  wboie  family  depended  for  auppoft  on 
thadailTlabor  of  hisha&da..  The  jonmer  might 
any  te  ihe  latter,  "let  w  remember  that  we  flghl 

for  our  counitjr.  our  families,  and  r 

let  in  ruber  dte  than  aoScr  our  oily 
The  latter  mighi  have  aaawered— as ■■  Anen- 
can  oilizeo  I  shall  always  be  willing  tit  defend 
iny  country  with  my  lile—aMl,  I  Wis  jsM  tkiob- 
ing  bow  cheerfnily  I  would  meet  ib*  enc«y,if 
my  litoatioB  were  like  yoin.  If  von  hll,  yan 
leave  yoar  bnily  in  afflMnco— if  the  lot  ihuild 
be  mine,  I  leare  a  beloved  wife  and  cbiMiea  to 
tha  charity  of  an  anteliag  world.  Oar  law* 
are  unequal  and  nnjoai ;  ibor  reqvire  the  same 
personal  Mrviee  ef  uebotb,  wnen  oaeday'slabor 
u  of  more  importaoce  to  my  Euaily  thfto  twenty 
of  youre  would  be  to  your  family— that  I  would 
disregard  if  our  laws  hod  provided  that  in  tbe 
event  of  my  fall,  the  wealth  which  I  have  sac- 
rificed myself  to  delend  akosld  be  laud  to  sup- 
port my  Dtpbaa  children. 

Pass  but  this  law,  sir,  said  Mr.  U.,  and  you 
take  from  an  Ametioa*  dtisen,  c^led  on  la 
serve  bis  coaniry  ia  tbe  field,  every  motive 
which  would  prevent  him  from  doing  bis  daty. 
An  American  army  would  be  a  band  of  heroes. 
Tbe  tendereet  feelings  of  our  nature  are  not  in- 
coDsisieat  with  ibe  meet  heroic  bravury.    There 


are  momcats  when  the  poivctftu 
domeMie  anaehment  will  find  its  way  to  the 
boBom  of  tbe  wanior,  bol,  nnmtngled  with  any 
distressing  reflections  as  to  tho  fortune  of  bis 
lamily,  it  will  only  prove  an  inccuive  "  '*" 
perforraaMB  of  bis  duly. 
Permil  me,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  aive  wioiher 
0  diow  ibe  io^stlee  and  mequalitf  of 


tbe  osisting  lavs  in  relation  to  pensioos.  It  la  a 
ease  as  nearlir  similar  aa  poesifal*  to  thai  which 
was  suted  a  few  dafs  ago  by  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  <Mr.  Bahoiib.)  and  if  he  will  give  me 
leave,  I  will  again  iolroaoee  lo  tha  Hoose  ooe  of 
ibe  widows  whose  ease  be  so  eloquently  sup- 
ported. I  will  take  the  one  wbo  has  received 
tbe  five  veers'  pen«eB,  and  eoniraec  the  sitnaiioa 
of  herself  and  firailv  with  that  of  a  neighboring 
lady,  whose  husband  had  lost  a  leg  in  tbe  ku 
war.  Both  husbands  had  performed  the  same 
services,  in  tbe  tame  corns,  and  with  the  rame 
laok ;  one  lost  bis  life,  and  ihe  other  bis  1^.  To 
the  latter  yon  give  a  pentioa  (at  life — to  the  for 
nui  a  pension  for  five  years.  ■  Is  there  any  equal- 


another?  It  ma^  be. said  that  in  the  one  case  it 
is  given  lo  the  ladividoal  who  suffered,  in  the 
other,  to  bis  family.  Sir,  said  Mr.  H^  is  not  the 
wife  and  Ihe  children  identified  with  the  husband 
and  parent  7  The  misfortune  of  tbe  one  is  tbe 
misfortane  of  tbe  other,  and  there  should  be  no 
difierence  in  tbe  relief  yon  oSer  ibem. 

The  principle  for  which  I  contend  (said  Ur. 
H.)  is  Dot  a  new  one ;  it  is  sanctioned  by  the 
practice  of  one,  at  least,  of  the  great  republics  of 
antiquity  aod  oy  the  opinions  of  some  of  ibe 
wise!>t  aod  best  men  that  ever  lived.  lo  the  de- 
gant  work  of  tbe  Abbe  Bartbekmy,  entiiled  the 
travels  of  Anacbarsis,  (an  authentic  history  with 
a  fictitious  title,  as  every  one  knows,)  the  author 
brings  his  supposed  traveller  to  Athens  at  the 
period  of  one  of  the  great  nalional  festivals.  The 
ceremonies  were  concluded  bf  the  adraneeOf  a 
berald  followed  bv  a  aumber  of  yoons  men  com- 
pletely  armed ;  inese,  said  he,  (adoresatng  tbe 
assembled  Athenians  and  pointing  to  tbe  youths,) 
theaearetheBoneofibosepatrioiBWhobare  fallen 
in  Ihe  servloe  of  their  cnnnny  t  they  hare  been 
edtMsied  at  the  public  expense  unut  they  have 
reached  the  age  «  manhood,  and  are  now  to  be 
dismissed  to  their  families  clothed  and  armed  at 
the  expense  of  the  Slate.  Bueb  wae  the  lawof 
Athens,  promulgated  by  Sohw,  and  eontinned 
withotH  tnierrapiioB  fbr  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  fiftr  years,  until  she  Was  first  corrupted  by 
the  gold  of  Philip,  and  her  liberties  finatlr  ot«f- 
lumed  in  ihe  fhtal  battle  of  Cheroues.  [tismen- 
Uoned  by  Periolee  in  his  oraliOQ  orer  the  Athe- 
nians who  fell  in  tbe  first  campaign  of  the  Pelo> 
poDDesian  war.  Referringto  this  law, beeoncludes 
hlsspeeeh  in  these  remstkable  words:  "Forwhen 
vlrtve  is  best  rewarded,  then  wilt  patriotism  most 
prevail.''  nor  ia  this  great  statesman  (said  Hr. 
H.)  the  only  eridenee  I  can  adduce  to  i>itow  the 
good  effects  prodnced  by  Ibis  law  to  the  Atbe- 
nkos.  [Here  Mr.  H.  read  so  extract  from  Btan- 
le}*B  life  of  Solon,  sb«wiBKthe  approbttnra  given 
to  Ibis  law  by  ArisHdea,  Plato,  and  the  aneient 
hiswiMB  Laeriios,  and  iheii  oootJnued.}  I  eon- 
sidei  these  anikerittes,  said  he,  se  decisive  of  tbe 
good  eSecis  produced  by  this  law  ia  the  repnblie 
of  Atbone— a  Qovemment  more  nearly  •mini- 
laied  to  OUT  own,  as  It  rcgatdi  tbe  jmnaipleB 
npoa  whiob  it  was  louwlcd,  tban  a^y  otbsr  tm- 
cient  or  nodMn.  Aficr  the  ei^erieaBe  atm  tm* 
tvrv,  Ibe  aUest  statesmen  and  mdst  viriuouri  mm 
deaiaeed  ii  tofee  one  of  the  moet  pomrbl  ommut 
wAiah  produead  ibaiaadant  patriotism  and  beroie 
valor  wbieh  distinguisbed  ibe  persad  that  bm 
been  emphatically  denominaied  their  age  ef 
gWry. 

The  eulogiumof  Aristidca  ip^  ibe  AthsKians 
proves,  to  my  satisfaction  at  least,  thai  the  paa- 
sage  of  the  bill  before  the  House  will  aot  pro- 
due*  those  ruinous  couseqiMioes  lo  the  Treasury 
which  some  geatlemen  seem  to  appreboid.  Him>- 
self,  the  ineorraptiUe  staleaaAn  who  picsided 
over  the  fioanoes  of  his  nation ;  the  honest  man 
who  suffered  exile  rather  than  flatter  the  foUies 
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of  hit  eoanlTjrmcD,  iLff<»ia  the  beat  svidMoe  Ibat 
it  produoeil  no  pecuaiarf  emborraMineBt  to  k 
Btalc  whose  whole  lenilotf  ean  scarcely  be  dia- 
corervd  upon  a  geocral  map  of  Curop«.  Amidst 
■II  the  calamities  which  wai  oftea  biiogt  upon  a 
DilioD,  the  Atheniao*  adhered  to  tbif  law  as  the 
iheet  anchor  or  their  hopes.  Duriiiig  the  time  it 
was  in  force  their  eity  was  three  times  taken  and 
twice  razed  to  the  ground.  At  the  time  that 
Perielei  was  speaking  the  whole  of  their  conti- 
nental terriiorjr  was  in  possession  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  raraged  whh  fire  and  sword.  A  pesti- 
lence also  prevailed  within  the  city  with  a  malig- 
nity to  which  there  Is  no  parallel  on  reeord — an 
erent  which  gare  to  a  member  of  this  House 
(Mr.  HoPKtMBON^  an  opporlunily  tor  an  histori- 
cal allasioa,  in  one  oi  the  most  splendid  speai- 
mens  of  forensic  eloqaence  which  this  eonDirf 
has  ever  witnessed. 

Sir,  said  Ur.  H.,  I  consider  that  a  great  part  of 
the  moner  which  may  b«  Uken  from  the  Trcwnry 
bv  the  pasnge  of  this  bill  will  be  as  usefnllr  cm- 
phired  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  as  it  could 
well  be.  The  pious  and  pilriolic  mothers  to  whoa 
it  will  be  given  will  employ  it  in  the  education 
of  their  sons,  and  they  wm  never  cease  to  remind 
them  of  the  obligations  they  owe  to  theircountry. 
"  Kmulnie  the  patriotism  of  voor  Eaiher,"  will  be 
the  reitented  Icmot  front  «Mldtiood  to  maaheed. 
To-  hBTf  neh  tew»aB  laoglit  I o  every  ynuib  in 
ttc  oaaorrft  I,  said  Mr.  H.,  thotUd  be  willing  to 
gtre  the  Jt^rlr  balaDces  which  msy  remain  in 
the  Trenury  for  fifty  years  to  come.  There  Is 
(nnetbtngin  the  female  ehatacler  admirably  cal- 
colited  to  gain  an  asccadency  over  the  minds  of 
those  violent  bat  generons  vouths,  who  are  formed 
bv  nature  to  act  a  splendia  part  upon  the  theatre 
of  the  world)  and  who,  when  a  proper  directioB- 
is  given  to  their  passions,  become  the  friends  Md 
benefactors  of  nwtluiul.  ThvyiiiMB  wkb  more 
aueaiton  to  the  mild  admonitioDi  of  ik«  aoiiMr, 
ibaasberoBghrf  mudMcaofMiiii^iCriMurMhK. 
Ii  i»  vev r  remaiUile  that  ihM  grett  vonnM  of 
libBriy,boihattflleHt  ami  modtta,  hare  rceeived 
tkaiMpolterfMathisamree:  'I%eanBehi,fini- 
MU  BOd'CaMioB  of  Rome,  Agte  lud  Cleomettes 
of  Sparta,  our  own  Washiogtea,  and  perhaps 
BoOMsuslta,  ara  a  few  Atir  of  Itt  imtay  iatfaBCes 
ttel  cotlld  b»  adduced. 

I  4wlBid«r,  sBid  Ut.  B.,  the  law  of  lfll€  SM 
oaly-  itHKMiisunl  with  other  laws;  but  wllh  itaetf. 
!■  divMis  that  when  the  wMow  shall  be  married, 
and  (he  chiMten  arrive  «i  sixteen  yeavs  at  age, 
ttt«  pension  aball  cease ;  but  it  Joes  nut  make  » 
oMtintred  provision  for  those  who  have  not  ar- 
rlred  at  the  age  of  sixteen:  and  manj;  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  tre  lefl  in  a  worse  lituation 
tUin  it  found  them.  What,  for  inaiaDce)  can  a 
woman  with  four  or  five  veUng  children  have 

been  able  to  save  oat  of  teriy-eight  dollars 

annum?  It  has  enabled  her  to  procure  a 
comforts  only,  of  which  she  will  more  sensibly 
fed  the  want,  when  the  means  of  procuring  them 
are  withdrawn,  than  if  she  had  never  enjoyed 
them.  It  is  not  my  intention,  nor  would  it  be 
my  wish,  aaid  Mr.  H.,  to  roake  the  Bllowance 


p«-petn«l,  hat  to  limit  it  te  (hose  who  had  sen 
to  the  period  <^  their  reaching  iheageof  lizteea. 
From  ibe  lenglb,  said  Mr.  H^  to  which  some 
gentlemen  are  desirous  of  carrying  their  system 
of  econemy,  I  appreliend  that  an  idea  is  enut- 
lained  that  the  wealth  of  the  Treasury  is  ibe 
BUengih  of  the  nation.    Bat,  however  true  the 

Srinciple  may  he  when  applied  to  monaRshiMj  1 
my  Its  correctness  when  applied  to  a  republic. 
The  strength  of  a  republic  consists  in  the  correal 
prineiplei  of  its  citixcBSi  Money  la  ihevtfore 
never  misapplied  when  it  is  Dsed  (o  diasemisatff 
coneci  principles  amoBs  the  people.  OuardToar 
Treasury,  says  the  geatleman  from  South  Garo- 
lina.  Onaid  it,  say  I,  also,  agusst  every  unjust 
ckim,  and  evMy  expenditiHe  ineonsisteBt  with 
ihe  nature  of  our  GOTenimeiK.  Batoi«n  it,  wiik 
as' the  galea  of  your  tern |dci,  to  every  jaet  clain, 
and  for  every  «Z|ienditue  which  has  for  iie  ob- 
ject Ihe  iatctest  or  boaror  of  iba  natioa. 

The  gMtlerai  from  Senib  Carolba  htasaid 
that  this  is  a  popular  mManre.  It  is  so.  tif,  nid 
Mr.  H>  The  UMoey  of  the  people  cauld  not  he 
ezpeaded  marc  to  tbcii  saiiihatioK  than  by  the 
paasBge  of  tbia  Ull.  Qo  U  the  American  ploucb- 
man,  aad  speak  to  him  of  Montgomery  sad  Her* 
oer,  of  Pfteand«fCovifi^oa,  and  yon  will  touch 
a  chord  that  vibralcs  to  kissoul.  Ask  him  if  he 
is  willing  that,  theit  faniiUea  sbonld  be  soMmrted 
from  the  Treasnry,  and  he  will  answer,  inat,  al- 
Ihongh  poor,  he  is  iusi  and  hoaest ;  although  not 
a  lettered  roan,  be  knows  (he  source  of  the  hap- 
piness he  enjoys ;  of  tbe  Imoenac  disnnoe,  M  to 
rights,  which  sepiaratca  him  from  IheplM^hntl 
ofEtfrope — a  diaianoa  as  great  aa  the  wide  ocean 
which  rolls  between  (hem. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  U.,  the  persons  who  an 
10  be  beaefiled  by  tbe  paoiage  of  thte  bill,  de  not 
come  before  you  upon  equal  ground  with  the 
horde  of  elaioBata  upen  whose  easee  tmi  daily 
deaide.  They  are  allowed  to  solicit  tor  theta- 
9<lve»— they  visit  the  members  at  their  lodgloga, 
and  urge  their  pretensions  even  in  the  srrceia. 
The  veieraa  of  the  Revoluiion,  when  soKeitiDg 
your  justice,  is  permitted  to  exhibit,  upon  tbfi 
floor,  his  war-worn  conateaaac^  and  bis  lOi^ 
bleached  under  tbe  bdanet ;  aad  even  tks  maimad 
soldier  or  seaman  hobbles  apou  hie  craurtwe  to 
Ihe  door  of  your  hall,  to  excite  yoar  pity^lo  aik 
your  tMaeroleDce.  Bat  tbepenoas  wbaaefeeMe 
advooaie  I  am  upon  this  eccasion,  are  •bilged, 
from  ihedelioaey  of  theiraex,  or  ttkc  Waderaeaa 
of  ttteir  age,  to  confine  their  sorrewe  ov  their 
sufferings  witbiu  tbe  walls  of  their  own  cottages. 
Bni,  sappoee  it  were  oihHwise;  suppose  tbe 
many  hundred  widows  and  orphans,  the  relicts  of 
the  late  war,  were  lo  be  bronght  before  us;  with 
what  difierent  fecliogs  sbonld  we  vote  spea  this 
occasion.  The  thing  cannot  be — but  I  beg  gen- 
tlemen to  pre  some  scope  to  tbeir  jnaaiaaiioat, 
aad  persuade  themselves  that  they  rrally  see  il. 
Here  a  venerable  mstroo,  followed  by  af  large 
family  of  childien;  there,  another,  in  the  full 
bloom  of  beauty,  a  widow  through  choice,  and 
under  a  sacred  vow  that  the  hero  who  had  onee 
filled  ber  arms  should  never  be  supplied  by  aae- 
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tber }  the  lorely  boy  iha  holds  hj  ibe  hand  wm 
an  otphRD  before  he  saw  the  light;  and  more 
asd  moK  nil  fortunate  than  Astyanaz,  had  nerer 
boeo  prened  la  his  father's  arms,  and  dedicated 
(o  his  aoantrjr.  What  man,  said  Mr.  H.,  eonld 
reaial  ibis  appeal,  Bccompanied  br  the  reflection 
that  ihpit  misfortane  bad  secured  bis  own  hap- 
piness, and  the  safrtf  ofthe  Dation? 
It  hat  been  nrged,  Mi.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  H. 


pected,  having  complied  with  all  the  engage- 
ments  cher  ^*^  mace,  and  that  those  who  letl 
had  done  do  more  than  iheii  duty.  I  regretted 
extremely,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  bear  an  arsumeot  of 
this  kind,  and  was  sorry  to  find  that  lae  events 
of  the  late  war  were  so  illy  anderslood,  or  so 
badly  remembered.  Is  it  intended,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  assert  that  the  GoTemmenc  can  owe  no  ohli- 
gatjon  to  its  citizens,  but  what  Is  contained  in  a 
writien  law  ?  This  is  a  dangerous  doctrine  to 
promulgate;  your  citizens  may  imbibe  it — and 
wretched,  indeed,  must  ihai  republic  be,  where 
the  obligation  from  the  citizen  to  the  country, 
and  from  tba  country  to  the  citizen,  is  lo  be  de- 
termined by  a  written  law.  Bnl  I  Iruil,  said  Mr. 
H.,  that  there  is  a  seatimcnt  of  duty  towards  bis 
country,  in  every  American  bosom,  whieh  no 
legiilature  can  impose,  which  no  law  can  define. 
It  was,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  under  the  influence  of 


drew  the  veteran  Bhelbj  from   the  comforts 
whieh  his  age  and  services  entitled  him ;  from 
tbe  diffDifted  station  of  Governor  of  a  most 


speclable  State,  to  encounter  the  hardships  of  a 
northern  campaign,  and  that,  too,  under  the  eom- 
raaod  of  an  offieer  greatly  bis  inferior  in  military 
talenu  and  ezpenence?  The  whole  Western 
'ition  acted  upon  this  principle,  as  ibeydld. 


Dopniation 
I  am  perse 


this  (HJnaiple  yoD  not  only  got 
but,  when  u  the  field,  ibey  did  more  than  any 
law,  written  or  unwritten,  obliged  tbem  to  per- 
form. The  custom  of  war,  which  is  the  military 
law,  anihorizesan  offieer  badly  wounded  lo  retire. 
Had  the  gallant  Spencer  measured  bis  duty  by 
this  law,  ne  mi^ht  still  hare  lived  a  blessing  to 
bis  numerous  family.  He  was  badly  wonnded 
io  the  head  and  Ibigb,  but  he  refused  to  leave 
his  post,  until  a  third  ball  pierced  his  bean. 
Where  was  the  law  which  obliged  the  ^allaot 
Captain  Ritchie  to  vow  never  to  leave  his  artil- 
lery alive  T  He  remained  by  the  side  of  hia 
piece,  bleeding  to  death,  when,  by  retiring,  he 
might  have  lived. 

When  your  citizens  thus,  sir,  disregarded  the 
obligations  of  law,  in  fightine  your  battles,  will 
joa  tell  their  widows  and  orpoans,  who  apply  to 
you  for  relief,  ihal  you  have  nothing  to  give, 
navine  complied  with  all  the  engegemenis  you 
made? 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  H.,  let  the  gentleman 
who  votes  against  this  hill,  return,  after  having 
done  so,  to  the  bosom  of  his  own  family,  and 
when   he  finds    himself  surrounded    by   every 


earthly  blessing ;  when  be  sees  happiness  beam- 
ing from  the  eyes  of  a  beloved  consort,  produced 
bf  his  presence  and  his  safety,  let  him  think,  iT 
he  can,  upon  those  wives  who  have  ne  husbands 
to  retnrn  to  them  ;  upon  those  ehildrea  who  have 
no  parents  to  bless  tbem — and  when,  sir,  he  per- 
forms the  pleasing  task  of  insirDctiDg  his  chil- 
dren, particularly  the  darling  boy  whom,  in  ima- 
gination, he  may  destine  lo  replace  him  here; 
when  he  would  teach  them  a  lesson  of  patriot* 
ism,  drawn  fVom  the  events  of  the  late  war,  and 
describes  the  heroism  of  Pike,  and  the  devotion 
of  Covington;  when  he  has  made  the  impres- 
sion he  wished,  and  sees  their  little  bosoms  beave 
with  emotion,  their  eyes  kindle  with  the  patriotic 
fire,  let  him  chanee  the  subject,  and  teach  ihem 
a  lesson  of  repubFican  economy,  and  tell  Ihem, 
that,  notwiibstanding  their  strong  claim  upon  his 

(ratiiude,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  he 
ad  yet  courage,  under  the  infinenee  of  a  mere 
Treasury  calculation,  to  consign  Ibe  orphans  of 
these  men  to  poverty  and  wretchedness.  Let 
gentlemen  do  this  if  they  can.  I  cnnnot,  I  will 
not,  I  dare  not. 

The  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  and  order- 
ing it  to  a  third  reading,  was  at  length  decided 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  87,  nays  68,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Msisn.  Anderson  of  FeBanlvania,  Andai- 
•on  of  Kantsc^,  Austin,  Baldwin,  Baibour  of  Til- 
gioia,  Baibei  of  Ohio,  Beechat,  Bellinger,  Bknu^ 
Boden,  Bm«,  Bryan,  Claiborne,  Coinstool^  Cook,  Da- 
Tidaou,  Earle,  Edwards,  Fbyd.  Folger,  (jamett,  Har- 
ii*>n,  Hendricks,  Herbert  Berricfc,  HeUter.  Hitcb- 
cock,  Bagf ,  Holmes,  HiMletter,  Irving  of  Hew  York- 
Johnson  of  Kentnckj,  Jones,  Lawyei,  Little,  McLean 
of  lUinois,  W.  Hadsy,  Hsson  of  Musachusstts,  Mer- 
cer, Merril],  Robert  Moore,  Bsmuel  Moore,  Mumfbrd, 
Murray,  H.  Nelson,  T.  H.  Nelson,  Neabitt,  New, 
NeartoB,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Parrott,  PatterMtn,  Pawling, 
Pegram,  Peter,  Prndatl,  Pkasanla,  Pofndeiter,  Quarles, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Bogeta,  Sogglee,  Bamp- 
■OQ,  Savage,  Scbuyler,  Okerwood,  SibbM,  B.  Bmilb, 
A.  Smyth,  J.  8.  Smith,  Slona,  Stroflter,  Terry,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  South  OsioBna,  Walker  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, Walker  of  Kentndy,  Wallaoe,  Wandover, 
Weaterlo.  WUtaaide,  Whitman,  Wilkin,  and  WiU 
lisma  of  New  To^ 

N^ia— MesM.  Abbot,  Adam^  Allen  of  Maasadm' 
satu,  Baaset^  Bateman,  Bajin,  Bemwtt,  Butlar  of 
New  Hampshire,  CanpbM,  Clagett,  CeU>.  Colatan, 
Crafts,  Crawfbrd,  CDshman,Ihuliiig(Mt,  Desha,  Drake, 
BUicott,  Oaga,  Oilbart,  Hale,  Ball  of  North  Carolina, 
Hasbrauck,  Hubbard,  Jobnaon  of  Virginia,  Kirtland, 
Linn,  Uvermore,  W.  P.  Haclay,  McCoy,  Marchand, 
Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Middlelon,  Mills,  Morton, 
Moaeley,  J.  Neleon,  Orr,  Pitkin,  Bice,  Rich,  Richards, 
Sswyer,  Seudder,  Settle,  Sinkins,  Blocnmb,  8.  Smith, 
Bouthsrd,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  CaroUna,  Tall- 
msdge.  Tan,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Townsend, 
TJpham,  Williams  of  Connecticnt,  Willisma  of  Noidi 
Csrolina,  Wilson  of  Msaaachnsetti,  and  Wilson  of 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  he  read  a  third  time 
lo- morrow. 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  adjourned  until 
to-morrow. 
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Thobbdat,  Deeember  10. 

The  Sfbaker  laid  before  the  Houee  ■  report 
of  the  acting  Secretary  of  (be  Nary.  trBDamittiDf 
doeomeme  in  relelioo  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fuad, 
nceir«dsjiicethere[K)rtofihe21it  ultimo,  which 
w»  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naral  A^irs. 

On  motiDQ  of  Mr.  Soott,  the  Committee  on 
ibePuUie  Lands  were  instructed  to  tnqaire  into 
tbeexpedieBctrof  eiiendin^the  provjaionBof  the 
fifth  secIioD  of  the  act  of  CoDffre5s,of  the  ISth  of 
April,  1814,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
Territorr  of  Missouri,"  io  the  infaabitanisof  that 
portion  of  Howard  coantf,  in  the  MiBsoari  Ter- 
rilory,lriiijr  north  of  the  Missouri  river,  and  west 
of  the  county  of  St  Charles. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL^aselect  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  taking  the 
fborth  censas  or  ennraeratlon  of  ibe  inhabitants 
of  the  United  Slates ;  and  Messrs.  Cahi>beli., 
PimALL,  and  Fdller,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwib,  the  Committee  on 
Ae  Judiciary  were  instructed  (o  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law,  foraa  additional 
oompensation  to  the  marahal  and  district  attor- 
BeysgOf  theveeterndiMrict  of  Pennsylrania,  the 
Donbero  district  of  New  York,  and  the  clerk  of 
the  dlttriei  eonrt  for  the  eastern  district  of  Peon- 
•ylrsDia. 

Mr.  RoBBRT  HooRB  presented  the  following 
resolutioo,  which  was  read  and  rejected: 

n.__L_^  «......._  „___.,.._     ,,  ijiiit,^  Aaaii 


rwuiuiiuu.  vrniuu  wua  evbu  buu  i 

StteM,  That  the  Comiaittee  o 


1  (o  isfnire  into  tbe  ezpadiencj  at  gnat- 
ing  a  boon^  in  lande,  M  tbe  MUicn  who  mliatsd' 
tmlTe  nMVUw  puviona  Io  (he  late  war,  and  who  aerved 
Mi(  the  petioda  of  their  MilkunMta,  and  pnwored  thiir 
bMorable  diacfaargaai  and  to  Ibe  bein  and  hfX  lep- 
leaaDtattna  of  thiMe  harinf  ao  enlialed,  who  were 
killed  in  battle,  or  died  in  th*  wrnoa  of  their  emuittj. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrb,  the  Preaideat  of  tha 
United  States  waa  requested  to  lay  before  this 
HouM  copies  of  any  correspondence  between  the 
Qovemor  of  ibe  State  of  Georgia,  and  Major 
Oeneml  Andrew  Jaekion,  reUiiTc  to  the  arrest, 
or  other  proeeedinn  aninst  Captain  Obed 
Wright,  which  may  have  been  tranamiiied  to  any 
of  the  KxecBtire  Departmenia  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Shitb,  the  Seeretary 
of  tha  TreBsniy  w«a  iaslructed  to  lay  before  this 
HoBse  a  stateaaent  of  the  pri^reas  that  baa  been 
flMdennderaB  act  of  Congrea^  of  the  3d  of  March. 
1817,  entitled  "An  act  to  set  apart,  and  dispose  of 
certain  public  lands,  for  the  eneoDracement  of 
the  cnlttvatioB  rf  the  Tiae  and  olive  ;"  whether 
four  townahips  of  rix  miles  square  each,  had  been 
laid  oS,  snd  reserved  for  ibe  purpose  aforesaid ; 
and  whether  any  ageiit  or  agrnu,  acting  for  the 
French  emigtanla,  bare  contracted  for  said  lands, 
and  on  what  terms ;  and  whether  nch  agent,  or 
agents,  are  now  rending  on  said  land ;  together 
with  tlie  number  of  French  emigrants  that  have 
nado  seilletnenU  on  said  reservation,  and  the 
pngreas  that  has  been  made  in  the  culture  of  the 
Tine  and  olive. 

'     Ifith  CoH.  Sd  Szst.— IS 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency ormakinfFcompensaiion  to  Aaron  Balamy, 
of  Vergennes,  in  Vermont,  for  bis  vessel,  captured 
by  the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  Sum- 
mer of  1813,  while  taking  on  board  a  cargo  of 
flour  for  the  United  Siaies  ;  and  that  the  testi- 
mony taken  in  the  case,  under  a  coanuission  from 
ihelaieCommisaioner  of  Claims,  be  referred  to  the 
said  commiltee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EaviN,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire if  any,  and  what,  amendments  are  necessary 
in  the  "copy  right  laws,"  in  relation  to  suits 
brought  in  the  courts  of  ibe  United  States,  be- 
tween  citizens  of  the  same  State. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  Io  conaider 
the  resolution  subaitted  on  the  7ih  instant,  by 
Mr.  SiMKtNB ;  which  was  amended  and  Bgteed 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  lay  before  ibis  House  a  statement 
of  Ae  sales,  public  and  private,  of  public  landa 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  the  purchase  money 
of  which  has  not  been  fully  paid;  the  respeccive 
years  in  which  such  sales  have  taken  pUce  ;  the 
credits  given  on  such  sales ;  ibe  sums  which  have 
been  paid  thereon  ;  those  which  are  now  due,  and 
the  periods  at  which  they  became  so ;  whether 
any  insialmenis  ate  yel  to  fall  due,  and  to  what 
amount.  Also,  wbai  description  of  paper  hta 
been  received,  and  what  is  now  receivable  in  pay- 
ment for  said  lands. 

Amessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  "  areiolution  direct- 
ing asurvey  of  certain  parts  of  the  cosBi  of  North 
Carolina  j"  in  which  they  ask  the  concutrcnee 
of  this  House. 

The  bill  far  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hall  Jervey, 
was  in  part  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  out,  without  concluding  ibe  subject,  the 
Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 
'  The  report  of  the  Commiliee  of  Claims,  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Captain  John  Cowan, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
which.afier  much  debate,  the  report  was  reversed; 
and  being  reported  to  the  House,  the  Commiltee 
ol  Claims  were  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
his  relief. 

Ordtnd,  That  Measrs.  Pitkin,  RooBHe,  and 
Lrrri.E,  Im  the  committee  on  the  part  of  th» 
Uoose,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolaiion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  if  any  funber  provisions  are  necessary,  to 
insure  economy,  despatch, accuracy,  and  neatnea^ 
in  the  prialing,  ordered  by  the  two  Houaea  ot 
Congress,  respectively. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS,  && 
An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
widows  of  the  militia,"  was  read  the  third  lime, 
and  being  on  its  passage — Mr.  Desha  moved  to 
recommit  the  hill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
And  the  question  being  taken  [hereon,  it  was 
determined  ih  the  negative— yeas  67,  nays  77,  aa 
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N«w  Hunp^re,  Buller  of  Louisaiw,  Caiubsll,  Cla- 
"    Cobb,  Cnfti,  Cnvrfoid,  Cuiliniui,  DaiUogtvn, 
I,  EUicott,  G>gC)  Oilb«it,  Hadiroack,  HwUnwn, 

•   - ■    ■  -..KirUind, 

,    .        .,_._, AuiUj,  Mo- 

Coj,  Harchaml,  Salguel  Moon,  Morton, MoMlej,  Ja. 
Nebcm,  Palmer,  Pilkin,  Foitci,  Bice,  Ridi,  Ricbtidi, 
Binggold,  Stwjtt,  Scadder,  Bettle,  Sejbert,  SimkiiiB, 
Slocumb,  e.  Smitji,  J.  B.  Smith,  Sonlhaid,  Speed, 
BtawiTt  of  North  Cuolina,  Blrother,  Talhrndge,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkitu,  TawamaA,  Uphim,  Wil- 
liami  of  Coonecttcnt,  WiflluDi  of  Nortn  Carolina, 
W9win  of  MMMchoiettB,  and  Wibm  of  PeDnrrlvam*. 
Natb — Mewn.  Andnxm  of  Kentucky,  Anatia, 
BiUnin,  BaU,  BuAonr  of  Virginia,  BMcher,  BilUi^ei:, 
fflout,  Baden,  Boaa,  CntiboiM,  Qeuatack,  Cook, 
CImger,  DevidMii,  Eule,  EdwKdi,  Ervin  ct  Sovtb 
OunliiUf  PhiTd.  Folfer,  OMiMit,  Hall  of  North  Cu^ 
oUna,  HaTTisOD,  Hendricke,  Herbert,  H«rriak>Hei«tei, 
HiUhcock,  Hon>  Holme*,  Ho«t«ttei,  Ining  of  New 
Tork,  Jooef,  HcLean  of  Ulinoia,  W>  Madaj,  Maaon 
of  HaaMehnaetto,  Hsrcet,  Merrill,  Bobert  Mom*.  Mam- 
ford,  Munaj,  H.  Nelaon,  Haw,  Heirloii,  Ogden,  Ogle, 
Owan,  FatteraoDi  PawKng,  Pegrun,  Peter,  Piodall, 
™  M,  Poindexter,  Qnarlei,  Rhea,  Robertion,  Rug- 


Ballajd  Smith,  Aleiandci  Bmjtb,  Sloin, 
Tenj,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker  of  North 
Oaroliiia,  Walker  of  Eentoekr,  Wallace,  WendoTsr, 
WflBterlo,  Whiieaide,  Wilkin,  and  Winiama  of  N«w 
To*. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  this  bill 
pass  f  and  passed  in  the  afiirmatire. 

CADETS  AT  WEST  POINT. 
Tb«  Hoase  remlred  ilieir  into  a  CotnmiUce  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill,  reported  at  tbo  hit  ses»OD, 
"for  the  admission  of  cadets  jaio  the  Military 
Academr ;"  [direciiag  thai  in  all  applications  for 
the  admisiion  of  cadets  into  the  Military  Acade- 
my at  West  Poiol,  a  preference  shall  be  given  lo 
the  Kons  of  officers  and  wldieTs  who  were  killed 
in  baiile,  or  who  died  id  the  militarf  serdce  of 
the  United  States  in  [he  late  war;  and  that  a 
further  preference  shall  be  giren  to  those  least 
able  10  educate  themselves,  and  best  qnslified  fbr 
the  military  profession.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  sirikiog  out  the  last  clause,  directing  "a 
fnnher  preference  to  be  given  to  those  least  able 
to  educate  tjiem^elres,  and  best  qualified  for  iha 
military  profeesieo,"  remarking  tbat  he  saw  no 
reason  for  the  preference,  and  until  he  heard 
■omeihine  coovincing  in  favor  of  (be  discrimina- 
tion, he  shoald  remain  of  opinion  that  it  oDght 
lo  be  stricken  from  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  Btrotbbb  addressed  tbe  Committee  at 
considerable  lengthy  in  opposition  to  the  object  of 
the  bill,  urgine  chiefly  that  it  was  sanctioning 
a  preference  of  a  particular  profession,  and  thus 
ereating  a  privileged  order  in  the  community ; 
that  it  was  virtually  declaring  an  unnecessary 

Salottsy  of  ihe  discretion  now  vested  in  ihe  War 
eparlmeoi,  implying  an  opinion  that  it  was  not 
aercised  properly  [  and  would,  moreover,  pre- 
clude it  from  selecting  the  most  fit  and  most  wor- 


thy ;  and  wa*  pervertiBg  the  trae  object  of  the 
iBBiitutioo,  which  was  established  fei  the  general 
benefit,  dbc 

Messrs.  Hakrisok  and  Johmson,  of  EcBtiiekf, 
replied  lo  ihe  objeetioDs  of  Meiara.  Surra  ana 
Stkothkx  ;  staling  ihai  ihe  bill  bad  been  icpgit- 
ed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolutioa  adopted  on  die 
motion  of  a  lata  dialiagtiished  memW  of  ihia 
House,  (Mr.  RoBXfiTBOH,  of  Louisiana ;)  t^t  iha 
proviiioos  of  tbe  bill  appeared  to  be  required  by 
the  original  purpose  of  the  iutiutioa;  that,  in- 
stead of  creating  an  aristocracy,  it  would  leoil  lo 
counteract  any  such  thing,  as  the  objects  to  ba 
selected  were  from  that  class  of  the  connunity 
whose  pecuniary  circumstaaees  represMd  aaj. 
tendency  towards  undue  influwce. 

The  question  oc  tit.  Swra'a  motka  waa  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Taylor  observed  tttai,  natwilheUDdiM 
what  had  been  said  in  defence  of  ihia  bjll,  iia  tt* 
feci  was  cettainiy  to  create  a  privil^cd  anlCK  ik 
the  country ;  ibat,  although  the  seleciioa  propoaal 
might  be  expedient  and  JMdB,blf  lo  a  ceriaJB  ex- 
tent, there  was  no  doubt  that  the  dfparuneat  now 
vested  with  the  aelecii^n  wosld  keep  in  view,  aa 
far  as  was  proper,  ihe  principle  proposed )  but  it 
w^ld  in  his  opiaion  be  highly  improper  for  Cmp 
g^ss  by  a  formal  act  losanciioq  snoha  dialing 
uop. 


I.  In  lieu,  therefore,  of  the  provisioasai  pto- 
[  proposed  by  ihe  bill,  he  moved  the  foUowiiig, 
u  ■  suhsiiinte :  "  Tbat  cadets  sha|l  hereafter  be 
'  admitted  ialo  the  Military  Acadesoy  at  W^at 
'  Poini,  (job  tbeieapeative  Slates  and  Ter/iitaues, 
'  and  from  tlte  Diaiiict  of  Cohimbii,  in  peofwf- 
'  tion  10  the  niliiia  retnroa  tkuHCof." 

Mr.  H*Baw9«  again  proUaiedagaiatLtbe  >•■ 
■ar^on  tbat  tiua  bill  foalesed  a  parucnlar  on)«r  of 
men.  It  might«*  w^  be  ttki  that  the  eharJiaUe 
ap^opriaiioos  for  Stiiulay  scboots  eciabltshed  a 
ptifileged  order.  It  wa*  no  sock  thing.  The  bill 
proposed  a  benefit  to  be  bestowed  chiefly  oa  the 
poor  deBtandants  of  those  who  had  xeived  their 
oeuQtry. 

Mr.  'AkTLOR  replied,  that  if  there  were  Banday 
schools  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  public  lieasary, 
as  Ibis  Academy  waa  paid  for,  ha  should  object,  as 
he  did  now  lo  il*  expenditure  for  a  panienlar 
aiass :  he  should  wish,  in  suoh  a  case,  tbe  benefit 
10  be  general,  as  he  did  in  this, 

Mr.  SOCTBABO  combattad  the  idea  that  this 
bill  went  to  eeiablish  any  ariaiocnoy ;  il  would 
have  tbe  contrary  effect,  by  giving  10  thepoor  their 
portion  of  the  beaefits  of  an  iasutution  now  eD». 
fined  chiefly  to  the  rich,  who  aeni  their  sons  there 
to  be  educaied  free  of  expense,  &c. 

Mr.  Harbiboh  reiterated  bis  objections  to  Ihe 
amendment,  and  observed,  in  addition  to  what 
be  had  eubmiiied  already,  that  Ihe  design  of  this 
bill  was  reallv  lo  get  rid  of  a  praeiiosl  aiisiocn- 
cy.  instead  of  creating  one ;  for  it  was  a  fact,  b« 
believed,  that  no  son  of  a  aoldier  (by  the  term  be 
meant  not  also  to  include  officers)  bad  ever  yet 
been  educated  at  the  Miiilary  Academy,  Mr.  H. 
then  staled  that  if  Mr.  Taii.or'b  amendment 
should  prevail,  he  would  move  to  Bdd  the  follow- 
ing: "And  that  in  all  cases  the  preference  be 
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'  giren  to  tho*e  whow  parenti  an  least  able  to 
'educate  them;"  and  intimated  that  he  should 
tben  more  an  additional  aectioD  lequiriag  cadeta 
to  remain  u  ihe  Academy  ODtit  (he  age  of  tweii' 
ty-fiveyeais. 

Mr.  Ci^T  prefaced  ihe  molioh  be  roie  to  make, 
by  obaerTiDg,  in  reply  to  the  appaoenta  of  the  bill, 
that  iiwasa  new  thins;  to  hear  of  an  aristocracy 
of  the  poor :  he  should  not  be  sorry  to  see  aome- 
ikioff  like  such  an  arJBtoeracjr,  bat  be  did  not 
ihJDK  the  mil  would  be  prodaciiTc  of  thtlt  or  any 
other  TaluaUe  effect.  Belieriog  that  Ihe  selec- 
tion might  be  reif  well  left  wick  (be  Secretary 
of  War,  in  whom  it  was  now  Teeted,  and  not  be- 
ing able  CO  perceive  tbat  any  good  would  grow 
ooi  of  this  bill,  if  passed,  he  mored  that  the  Com- 
mittee riae,  report  projgress,  and  then  let  the  House 
get  rid  of  the  wholo  ■nbieei. 

This  motion  preeuled,  andi  che  bUl  belDg  re- 

Eted  to  the  Some,  tke  Committee  was  renned 
re  to  rit  agw'n  ;  and  t|ie  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Il^ioar,  December  11. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  iofbmed  the 
Home  that  the  Seaate  bare  passed  (h«  bill  eDii. 
tied  "An  act  to  authorize  the  setlleneni  of  the 
accoanFs  of  James  Wilde;"  in  whiek  thef  ask 
the  coneurrenea  of  tbis  Htraw. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS  made  a  favorable  repon  on  tka 
petition  of  Cotrael'  Isaao  Clark,  aceooapMiied  by 
s  biU  fM  tke  reliaf  of  Colonel  dark,  and  the 
oftccn  and  Mridien  aadei  bis  eonmand  at  the 
tim«  of  making  an  inroad  into  the  oonntry  of  the 
enemy  during  tke  late  war;  which  was  twice 
leftd,  and  committed. 

Mr.  PomiwxTBR  a»de  a  report,  recommending 
tbo  rejection  of  the  [Hayer  of  the  petition  at  Ike 
Oeaeral  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  re- 
specting the  setilers  on  certain  public  lands  ia 
tu  diMiict  of  Sbawneatown ;  which  was  oon- 

"ur. 

ant  "for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  title*  in  tke 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  MiHOuri ;" 
irkicb  waa  twlea  read,  and  eommitted. 

Hr.  Hiitni.aTOii  made  a  faTorable  report  on 
tke  petition  of  Marquis  de  Tienne,  aoeompanied 
by  a  bill  making  provieion  for  the  claim;  wkieh 
waa  twice  read,  and  committed. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  WitjJuia,  of  CoBBeaticot, 
ibc  Committee  on  Pensiona  and  ReTolntioBary 
CUiiBs  were  iostmcied  to  inquire  into  the  ezp^ 
diency  of  providing  by  taw- for  tke  payment  of 
pansioos,  when  the  penriooer,  by  reason  of  in- 
sanity or  other  canie,  is  legally  incapable  of  per- 
•  formiOK  the  acta  neeeaury  to  entitle  him  to  re- 
ceive  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwtok,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Mantifactures  were  iaitrncted  to 
iaquiie  wh ether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alterations 
or  modifications  are  required  in  the  several  acis 
of  CoDgres*  establishing  ports  of  entry  and  de- 
livery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbeb,  Ihe  Committee  on 


Public  Lands  were  instrociod  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  procnring  the  field  notes  and  plaia 
of  (he  reserved  sections  wilkin  the  Ohio  compa- 
ny's purchase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hebkioe,  tbe  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  w«re  insiiucted  to  inquire  wbechet 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  changing  the  com- 
pcDsaiion  of  receivers  and  registers  of  the  land 
offices,"  approved  on  (be  2Dib  of  April,  1818,  re- 
quires any  Bmendmeat ;  and,  if  so,  what  amend- 
meot  i)  necessary  to  be  made  (o  tbe  said  ace. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sihkiiib,  ibe  Committee  on 
tbe  Bubiect  of  Revolutionary  Pension^  were  in- 
strnctea  to  inquire  how  far  it  may  be  expedient 
to  amend  the  law,  paaaeddanng  t&a  first  session 
of  the  fiftuntk  Congress  granting  pensions  to 
Revolutionary  officer*  ana  soldiery  so  as  to  pre- 
vent frauds  in  the  reception  of  peiwiona  by  pre- 
tended agent*  o^  and  in  ibe  names  of,  pensiuiers^ 
who  •hail  have  died,  after  having,  once  or  ofUm- 
er,  received  their  ptnaions. 

The  biU  for  auuiorizing  (ha  seulement  of  tha 
aecounu  of  Jaines  Wilde,  and  the  resolve  for  a 
sgrvev  of  the  coaU  of  North  Carolin*,  dbc,  re- 
ceived from  the  Senate,  were  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

The  report  of  the  Coonittee  of  Pensions  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  John  Porter,  under- 
went som^e  discussion  in  Commie  tee  of  tbe  Whole, 
in  which  Mesvrs.  Ba.bbodb,  £hba,  and  Smitm, 
of  Maryland,  engaged ;  aod  being  reported  to  the 
HoUM,  was  concurred  in  wilhoat  oppMition. 

The  report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
metnc''''  '*"  A  ^^  ^tamilton,  being  called  vp, 
on  m'     tf  .    >  Ielbom,  the  Committee  of 

then      ^  rged  from  the furlhetcon- 

aidere  are  was  given  to  th«  me- 

morit  'his  papers, 

M      '  09  THE  AHHY. 

Ml         .       "  3rth  Carolina,  af^er  recall- 

ing t  he  Mouse  to  the  fact,  that, 

at  tht  e  last,  he  bad  proposed  a 

resoli.  iction  of  the  Army,  an- 

nouB'  -  0  renew  tbat  proposition. 

He  y  I    ill  '  easure  necessary.    Ia  all 

free  i  <■  <■"■■  '  smidiag  armies  are  danger- 
ool  (  r:..   v       ^    ruth  generally  admitted, 

and,  licularly,  solemnly  recog- 

nised .     <       e  said,  be  had  grown  up  ; 

in  th  'I'      :      ived.    His  opinion  as  to 

tbe  e;  .  liog  our  present  militarr 

force    ;    1    ■  ed  by  the  events  which 

had  eh'  '    >re  suggested  it;  he  might 

say,  iif  ed.    He  had  not  thought 

prope         ■  ■  .  3  to  introduce  this  resolu- 

tion.' 1  the  hope  tbat  some  gen- 

tlema  to  sastaia  it  would  maJte 

the  JL  )e  he  had  so  far  Waited  at 

tbe  p  o  one  having  uodenaken 

what  [  his  duty,  be  moved — 

"T:  ,0a  Mditary  A&in  be  in- 

■trocti  the  expediency  of  redndag' 

the  Ai  Slates." 

Mr.  f  to  hurry  the  motion,  it 

.  was,  E  lered  to  lie  on  (be  (able. 


391 


HISTORY  OP  C0NGRBS8. 


H.orR. 


Florida  JLffairt. 


Dkcbhbeb,  li 


The  bill  aniborizing  the  disLribalian  of  > 
of  inoDeT  amoDg  ihe  repreaentB tires  of  the  late 
Comtnadcire  Edward  Fteble,  3us^  passed  ibioagh 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  [The  object  of  this 
bill  was  explained  bj  Mr.  Pleasants.  It  is  tr 
allow  the  aiDal  proportion  of  prize  money  fo) 
the  brig  Syrea,  captured  for  a  breach  of  blockade 
by  our  squadroD  off  Tripoli  in  1804,  and  taken  at 
that  lime  into  ibe  setrice  of  the  United  Stales: 
hut  aubsequendy  aotd  at  a  redneed  price.]  Thf 
bill  wa^withoat  opposition,  ordered  to  »  cd- 
fttKui  for  a  third  reading;  and  the  Home  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  December  14. 

Another  member,  (o  wit :  from  Delaware,  Wil- 
LABD  Hall,  appeared,  and  took  his  teat. 

Mr.  Btoris  presented  a  petition  of  sandry  in- 
habiunli  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  (the  Oot- 
erner  of  the  Stale,  and  the  mayor  and  common 
coaaeit  of  the  city,)  on  behalf  of  the  surriTing 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army ;  which  was 
referred  to  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
is  committed  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
OD  the  petition  of  William  Jacluon,  solicitor  for 
uid  officers. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Cerolioa,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  anfaTorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
othera,  which  waa  read  aod  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams  aha  reported  a  bill  for  Ihe  re- 
li^  of  Caplsin  John  Cowan  and  the  company 
trader  his  command,  in  the  years  1814  and  1815, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Hi.  Rbia  made  a  teport  on  the  petition  of 
Samnel  Qibbs,  which  was  read;  When  Mr.  R. 
reporied  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ;sajd  Samuel 
Gibbs,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  , 

Mr.  RoBEBTBON,  from  the  (^arniliittee  on  Pri- 
vate Laod  Claims,  made  a  repfrt  on  the  petition 
of  John  Rice  Jones,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  r^ief  of  Jobo  Rice 
Jones,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  (he  Whole.      ,  < 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoK  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Mootgomcry ; 
and  on  the  resolution  instr acting  Ihe m  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  auihoriziag  additionat  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  claim  to  land,  of  ihe  said 
beirs,  derived  from  the  Spanish  jQoTernment, 
jhrough  John  Montgomery,  to  be  i|p;eited  by  the 
roister  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  easi  of 
Pearl  river,  which  report  was  read ;  iwhen  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  \eg^  represent- 
atiresof  Alexander  Montgomery,  deceased,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  commitled  to  tba.Commiciee 
of  tbe  Whole  to  which  is  commitieiuiie  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Ba- 
ker, and  tbe  legal  representatives  p*  Peter  Troti- 
illet.  ■- 

Mr.  Claiborme,  from  the  catnmiitee  appointed 
on  tbe  petition  of  tbe  General  Assembly  of  the 


State  of  Georgia,  and  to  whom  was  also  referred 
the  report  of  a  select  committee,  made  at  the  last 
sesGion  on  Ihe  petitions  of  Thomas  Gatr.  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  George  W.  Sevier,  made  report 
ihereon,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr,  C.  reported 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Carr,  and  others, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
millee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  Honae 
that  Ihe  Senate  bare  passed  bills  of  ihefollowiag 
lilies,  to  wit:  An  act  to  increase  the  com  pen  sa- 
lion  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Paioxel,  in 
Rhode  Island  ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow;  in  which  ibeyaskthe  concartence 
of  this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pkebidekt 
OF  TBE  Uniteo  States,  as  follows: 
To  iht  BoattofBepretentatittttiflhe  ttdttd  Statu.- 

In  comjdianoB  with  a  reMhUaon  of  (he  Honaa  of 
Repreieutativea,  of  the  lOth  instant,  I  tranmit  a  la- 
port  of  the  BecietBi;  of  War,  with  ot^iiea  of  tbe  cor- 
reipondence  between  the  Qovemor  of  Georgia  and 
MigoT  General  Andrew  Jadnn,  on  the  anbiact  of  tba 
arrest  of  Oaplain  Obed  Wiiriit 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DicKMiim  IS,  ISia. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  correspondence,  referred  to  ibe  Commiliee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  lo  which  is  com- 
mitled tbe  bill  of  the  last  aession,  establishing 
trading-houses  with  tbe  Indian  tribes  and  for  tbe 
organization  and  eneoun^emeni  of  schools  for 
their  JDstruciion  and  civilization,  were  discharged, 
and  Ibe  said  bill  was  referred  to  Ihe  Commiliee 
on  Indian  Aflairs. 

.  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Paiuxetgin  Rhode  Island,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fot 
the  relief  of  Mattbew^Barrow,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  lo  ihe  Commiliee  of  Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  actaathoriEin( 
the  distribuiion  of  a  sum  of  money  among  tbe 
representatives  of  Commodore  Edward  Preble,   ' 
and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren,"  waa 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  SPBAKBn  laid  before  the  Honae  a  leUer 
am  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasurr,  tranamitting 
iformation  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  3d  of  March. 
1817,  entitled  "An  acl  lo  set  apart  and  dispose  oi 
:eriaiB  public  lands,  for  tbe  encouragement  and 
:ullivatioD  of  the  vine  and  olive,"  rendered  in 
)bedience  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  Hoose  of  the  10th 
Dstant;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  t>a 
the  [able. 

FLORIDA  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  HoPKtHBON  submitted  a  motion,  requeslinjc 
the  President  lo  lay  before  the  House,  if  he  should: 
not  deem  it  improper  lo  do  so,  copies  of  any  in- 
lions  which  hare  been  giren  to  the  Minister 
of  Ibe  United  States  at  Madrid,  relative  to  the- 
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in  Floridm. 

This  propositioQ  was  objected  to  bf  Mr.  Pom- 
DEZTES,  as  propotiDg  an  uousaal  courae,  and  one 
not  piopetif  within  the  prorince  ot  ibia  House, 
but  ralbei  of  the  Senate — (he  tieaty-makiag 
power.  To  obviate  this  objectioD  the  word  "  cor- 
respondence" was  sabstitaied,  bjr  consent  of  Mr. 
HopKissoK,  who  considered  the  objeetion  ratlier 
one  of  foiiD  than  nibstance,  for  the  word  "  Insltac- 
lionsj"  and  the  reeolution  was  otherwise  coQ- 
formed  to  this  amendment. 

Having  been  so  amended,  on  a  soggeslioo  of 
Mr,  RicH.of  thefU'oprietf  of  wailing  lo  see  whe- 
ther the  informalion  desired  woala  not  he  com- 
prised in  the  communication  on  the  subject  of 
our  relations  with  Spain,  promised  in  the  Fresi- 
deni's  Message  at  toe  commencement  of  the 
session,  ajid  after  some  convetsalion    on    that 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkimbon  wat  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

EXTENSION  OP  MILITIA  PENSIONS. 

The  bill  to  extend,  for  a  fnnhet  term  of  five 
years,  the  pensions  gianted  to  the  widows  and 
orphan*  of  (hose  militia  who  died  or  fell  in  battle 

a  the  late  war,  being  the  order  of  the  day, 
ihrongh.  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
•cts  being  brieflr  explained  bv  Mr.  Hinni- 
•ON,  was  reported  to  the  Hoose;  when  aepiriled 
debate  arose  on  it  which  occnpied  the  whole  of 
thia  day's  sitting. 

Mr.  SiHEiHe,  of  Bonth  Carolina,  opened  the 
debate.  The  bill  he  ebaracteriied  as  one  of  mag- 
nitude in  principle,  and  worth;  of  serioaa  con- 
aideralion ,  also,  as  drawing  largely  on  the  national 
purse.  He  was  opposed  lo  the  bill  on  the  grotind 
that,  in  granting  five  fears'  pension  as  an  allevi- 
ation, for  the  lime,  of  sudden  and  inextricable  dis- 
(tesa,  the  OovernmeDt  had  gone  far  enough ;  and 
that,  if  povertf  was  a  proper  subject  for  Ihe-mu- 
niflcence  of  Congress,  no  limit  could  be  assigned 
at  which  its  liberality  would  patise.  The  same 
leaeoDs  assigned  now  for  the  |«ssBge  of  this  bill, 
would  be  equally  valid  fire  years  benee,  and 
during  the  lives  of  those  who  were  the  objects  of 
its  bounty.  He  particularly  objected  to  the  pen- 
sion system,  earned  to  this  extreme,  as  leading  a 
class  of  people  to  look  to  the  Qoveromcnl  for 
atipport,  rather  than  exerting  that  Indnatry  which 
would  susuin  them  in  pleiity  and  add  to  the  na- 
tional wealth.  As  lo  tne  obligation  of  gratitude, 
Mr.  S.  argued,  it  had  been  fully  comi^ied  with. 
Ho  nation  on  the  globe  had  been  more  liberal  lo 
those  who  had  suffered  in  the  service  of  their 
country  than  this,  and  he  was  not  for  going  fur- 
ther. This  it  was  probable  might  be  a  popular 
measure,  hot  when  tne  increase  of  taxation,  which 
such  expenses  would  ptobabiy  make  necessary, 
was  felt  by  the  people,  he  doubled  whether  it 
would  preserve  iu  popularity.  Of  a  liberal  ex- 
penditure for  stich  objects,  be  was  the  advocate; 
bDt  the  expenditure  mU;ht  be  too  liberal,and  had 
in  his  opinion  been  sumeienlly  so. 


Mr.  T.  M.  NeLeoN,  of  Vi^nia,  remarked,  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  tbal  the  amount  of  expenditure 


it  would  occasion  was  yearly  diminishiog  by  the 
deaths  and  marriages  of  the  widows,  and  the  ar- 
rival at  maturity  of  the  orphans.  As  to  the  un- 
popularity  of  the  measure,  he  would  venture  to 
say,  that  there  eonid  not  be  expended  by  the  Qov- 
erument  any  part  of  its  revenue  which  would 
afford  such  geueral  saiisfaciion  as  that  which 
provides  for  the  hetpteas  and  destitute  widows 
and  orphans  who  were  reduced  lo  distress  by  the 
loss  or  their  supporter*  and  protectors  during  the 
late  war. 

Mr.  Harbibom,  of  Ohio, 
bilL    lu  regard  to  pension  s 

there  conld  be  any  anali^ 

Ooveromenl  and  of  the  Qovernments  of  Europe: 
the  one  being  of  moderate  extent,  and  for  actual 
'^     other  of  enormous  extent,  and  be- 


wa*  in  favor  of  the 


stowed  on  the  principle  of  favoritism  merely. 
Here,  he  said,  were  one  thousand  four  hondrad 
individoais  concerned,  as  appeared  by  the  penaioa 
list,  who  had  contributed  their  all  to  the  service 
of  the  country — the  patent  who  supported  and 
educated  the  child;  the  hnsband  on  whom  the 
wife  depended  for  protection  and  snbaittence. 
The  principle,  he  said,  for  which  he  contended — 
that  riie  family  of  those  who  die  in  the  pnUie 
service  should  tie  provided  for  by  the  public — had 
been  recognised  by  the  best  men  and  the  oldeat 
governments,  and  by  those  particularly  to  which 
oars  bore  the  greatest  resemblance;  which  he 
illustrated  by  a  reference  to  Anacharsis's  Travels, 
and  to  the  authors  quoted  in  that  work. '  He  went 
into  an  atgument,  enforced  by  easea  whiah  he 
itated,  to  show  that  it  would  be  unjtui  to  reftue 
0  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  died  in 
serviee  the  same  compensation  as  was  allowed  to 
those  who  survived,  out  had  been  wounded:  in 
le  case  the  pension  was  for  life,  and,  on  the 
prinoiple,  ousht  to  be  so  in  the  oihet.  Ha 
referred  to  the  nllant  exploits  of  our  Captain 
Ritchie,  ColoneiWood,  and  other  departed  he- 
roes,  during  the  late  war,  to  show  the  devotion  to 
duty  and  to  the  country,  which  animatetl  the 
American  soldier;  and  hence  aigued  that  it  waa 
no  more  than  just  that  the  families  of  such  men 
shoold  be  sheltered  from  want  after  tbey  had 
fallen.  In  regard  to  the  popularity  of  this  law. 
if  that  argument  were  to  hire  weig'>'i  ^'  would 
vouch  for  its  finding  favor  with  the  people.  Go 
to  any  farmer — to  any  ploogfaman  in  your  coun- 
try— tell  him  of  Montgomery  and  of  Mercer,  of 
Pike  and  of  Covingtoa,  and  you  touch  a  chord  to 
which  his  heart  respond*  Though  poor,  he  is 
generous;  though  unlettered,  he  knows  the  hie- 
tory  of  his  country  Buffieienily  to  api^eciate  theic 
services.  He  knows  the  nature  and  value  of  his 
rights  as  an  American  citisien,  and  he  entertains 
a  just  gratitude  for  the  services  of  those  who  f- 
ublishedaud  defended  them.  With  such  m< 
Mr.  H.  said,  this  measure  could  not  but  be  popH| 
lar.  After  draWiog  a  contrast  between  the  feli- 
city of  a  happy  and  prosperous  family,  and  the 
misery  of  one  bereft  of  its  only  support  and  pro 
teetor,  Mr.  H.  exjMessed  bis  anxious  nope  that  thi 


HISTORT  OF  GOKeRfiSB. 


306 


H.oriL 


SttUmkm  ifMOitia  PmmmM. 


HoBM  wonid  do  whateTcr  was  hi  hi  (lOwer  to 
nliere  saah  dtstieai  bf  the  piaai^  of  thu  bill. 

Mr.  RioB,  of  TerfflODt,  propoMd  lo  ftmnd  the 
bill.  TImI  Bonn  profitioD  ooght  to  be  made  foi 
thDM  wbo  laffer  in  tbe  s«rTic«  of  ibeir  eoaoiry, 
wonM  be  cctlaiiily  agreed  bj;  ftll ;  but  that  there 
ongbt  to  be  tome  ninit  to  ilu*  proTiiioo,  be  pre- 
■nmed  woold  eqiull;  be  agreed;  iboueb,  wilb 
laepect  to  wbnt  ibat  limitatlou  iboutd  be,  ifaere 
night  be  etpecled  to  be  tome  diSerenee  of  opia- 
iaa.  He  iboold  doI  role  for  the  bill  to  any  sbape ; 
but  deeired,  if  it  ibould  ptM,  to  make  it  it  liule 
objectionable  ai  possible  lo  him.  He  therefore 
nored  an  nntndmeD^  the  objcet  of  wtrieb  wsi 
10  dMtrojr  the  diatinction  ia  the  amoniii  of  pcn- 
•Jon  belireen  the  offieere  and  privftlea:  the  rea- 
HMH^tneM  of  which,  hawerer  just  dnriag  tbe 
anrtce  of  ihem,  reapeeiivelf,  be  sould  Bot  eee  ai 
it  afieeted  their  familice. 

After  some  ohEetraritne  of  Hr.  Harbisor 
aftiatt,  and  Mr.  Riob  io  favor  of  the  amandmeut, 
it  waa  nef  atlved  by  a  small  majwily. 

The  question  recorrtDg  on  the  patNge  of  the 
bUl— 

Mr.  PiTUH,  of  CoDoeetiaat,  ipoke  in  oppoai- 
lion  to  it.  The  TtMODt  asMgoed  for  this  reoeval 
of  llie  peasions  for  five  ^eara,  he  said,  were  very 
dUleient  fron  ihoae  vbich  were  urged  in  favor 
of  the  origiaal  pant  of  five  yean'  penaion.  It 
wia  then  nid  dial  the  negolara  had  boMiy  land, 
Wkieh  vent  to  their  fuDUies  after  their  deeewe, 


Whilat  the  Militia  bad  none,  though  Bome  of  them 
had  done  eqaal  aerviee  with  the  regulara.  The 
peuion  had  therefore  been  granted  toplaoeihem 

I_  A_    ._».!  f ■:_.       rri i.;ii L.r .l. 
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n  no  equal  footing.  The  tnll  now  Before  the 
Howe,  however,  wsa  founded  on  a  new  pritKiple, 
of  importanee  (uScient  lo  ioduee  tbe  Honte  to 

I inae  before  they  aaactioaed  it.  He  did  not  see 
ow  Ak  mbo  meainre  coold  be  refuted  lo  tbe 
widowa  and  oiphana  of  regolars  who  had  fallen 
in  battle,  nor  where  Congreta  were  to  stop.  There 
IMHtbeaOQieliniita  (o  thii  expendiiinre  on  the 
penaion  bill)  which  limits,  be  thought,  would 
■lolnde  tbe  ptovisiou  of  thie  btU. 

Mr.  JoBHSOli,  of  Keotueky,  warmly  adroealcd 
the  bill,  which  be  lho«i(ht  bottomed  on  the  Irtte 
priooiplee  of  our  Qovemnient,  and  laiteined  by 
juaiioe,  without  refereoee  to  the  duties  of  charity 
nnd  gratitude.  Qeogvapbical  oonndemiiona,  be 
tmed,  oasbi  to  have  aone  weight  in  favor  of 
Ihia  bill,  when  it  was  eensidered  how  great  was 
the  extent  of  our  eouairy,  and  bow  smaTl  the  por- 
tion of  it  exposed  to  aa  enemy  ;  the  burdeo  of  (he 
■afferiogfl  in  such  defence  on^hi  to  be  eqnalized 
in  some  degree  by  a  coniribntion  from  the  com- 
mon  purse  for  the  relief  of  ihoN  who  suffered 
moat  severely.  We  baVe  lately,  said  he,  voted 
upwards  of  two  miliieus  of  money  annually,  it  is 
eompaled,  (and  I  thank  Ood  for  it,)  for  the  relief 
ot  the  tarviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war;  and  that  ttoney  i«  diabnrsed  in 
tbo  Eastern  States  principally,  the  West  having 
beenai  that  timea  wilderneia.  And  weold  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Eaalern  States  refuse  thia  small 
dtstribotioB  of  pension  money  among  those  who 
had  wept  tears  of  blood  and  of  sorrow  over  tbe 


riotories  of  the  late  vrarl  The  whole  amount, 
he  (laied,  of  these  pensiona  was  not  more  than 
(lOO^OOOanBaally:  and  where  was  it  to  go  7  To 
the  patrician?  To  the  wealthy  favorite  of  for- 
tone  1  To  him  wbo  backed  in  the  soDshine  of 
ease  and  aafety,  whilst  tbe  brawny  arm  of  the 
inhabitant  of  tbe  West  wielded  bis  rifie  and  hia 
bafonel  in  bis  defeilee?  No;  it  was  to  go  to 
objects  which  must  command  regard— to  objects 
of  charity,  and  wbo  mast  so  remain,  dbc.  H* 
hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  receive  the  favor 
of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  SijiKiMa  again  addressed  the  House  is 
support  of  the  ground  be  had  before  taken.  If, 
he  said,  the  House  were  lo  give  the  reins  to  ifaese 
feelings,  they  might  in  a  single  day  exhaust  tbo 
treasury  of  the  nalioD.  There  is  not  one  amoOK 
us,  said  be,  ihougb  we  may  not,  like  the  ^ite- 

len  from  Ohio    ■■"■■-  .... 

lingled  in  these 
dilate  with  senlimenis  of  graiitnde  towards  tbe 
gallant  defenders  <rf  their  country.  But,  was  this 
a  reason  why  there  should  be  no  limit  to  the  pen- 
sion list,  or  why  peos ioos  for  life  shonld  be  granted 
to  these  persons? — for  the  same  arguidelit  Would 
apply  to  pensions  Ibr  life  aa  had  been  applied  to 
the  proposriioQ  for  extendiDg  thcee  peaaioas  for 
five  years  Itmgcr.  A  renriTto  tbe  siato  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  the  pc^ey  of  the  eonttry^wos 
•a  neeeasary  as  tbe  feeliiw  of  grMitnde.  With 
remeoi  to  the  popttlarity  of  this  meuur^  Mr.  8. 
said,  he  knew  sot  the  centlmeMa  of  his  coaatita- 
ents  reapecting  iL  It  wns  probable  it  woodd  be 
popular.  But  he  considered  himself,  as  a  membtr 
of  litis  House,  not  a  repreaentalive  of  a  nrtiBnlar 
district,  hot  of  tbe  whole  nation  ;  and  he  should 
act,  in  that  eapaoity,  as  the  public  good  appeared 
to  bim  to  require.  He  replied  to  sevenlarga- 
mciHs  in  faTOr  of  the  bill,  and  instated  more 
strongly  on  the  argument  ibat  its  tendency  would 
be,  aa  far  as  it  extended,  to  weaken  the  apitit  of 
iadaalry  and  enterprise.    Tbe  history  of  England, 


be  said,  afforded  a  commentary  on  such  policy ; 
i_  .L     __.__.. r  1. ^^j  juj  pension 

they  breathed,  and  tbe  li^^ 


by  tbe  operation  of  her  poor 
avstem,ine  '    ■    ■"   ' 


tft«te'  ,  „  .    -_ 

^MBvea,  were  beconae  subject  to  tAzation.  Ht 
traated,  he  said  in  aonelusion,  that  he  should  al- 
ways feel  as  grateful  at  aay  member  for  aervicea 
rendered  to  the  public,  but  on  this  occasion  his 
object  waa  to  restrain  tbe  Eeal  of  gentlemen  to 
what  he  conaideted  the  aober  rtilei  u  reason. 

Mr.  PiTDM  made«  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  mnad  be  had  before  uken. 

Idr.  W.  P.  MABLtY,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  a  fnr- 
thet  examination  of  collnteral  provisions  ot  other 
lawt.  Negatived,  by  a  majority  of  one  or  two 
votes  only. 

Mr.  Habbiboh  spoke  at  considerable  length  In 
snpporiefhis  view  of  ibis  qaestion;  and  summed 
up  his  opinions,  in  the  broad  position,  that  tbo 
eDildreD  of  those  wbo  die  in  the  public  tervic^ 
ought  to  be  educated  at  tbe  public  expense  until 
they  were  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  their  widows 
to  be  shielded  from  absolute  want,  nt  least  aatil 
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Hi  ■  lilttatlan  to  pTocare  their  own  maintenance. 
Be  amjned  rarious  reisDna  in  Bnpport  of  tbs 
6if],  beiges  the  assertion  of  ihe  general  prineiple. 

Mr.  RioB  mored  another  amendment  lo  this 
effect :  that  no  pension  to  the  familr  of  offieen 
tliould  exceed  the  rale  of  ten  dollars  per  month. 
Thi»,  he  said,  was  one  handred  and  filtf  per  cent, 
more  thtn  Ihe  allowance  to  privates,  and  was 
preciselr  ibe  proportioD,  between  officers  of  e««ry 
grade  and  seldiers,  established  by  tbe  Refolu- 
uonary  pension  act  of  (he  last  sesMon. 

Thb  motion  waa  nEgaiired,  71  to  47. 

Mr.  OoLB,  of  PeQDByTf  ania,  made  some  remarks 
in  opfMisttian  to  the  bill,  prinoipallr  for  tbe  pnr- 
pase  of  d«a*iBf  tbe  similiinde  between  this  dass 
of  eatee  Mid  ilHl  of  ibe  anrTiTia^  Reroluiionar; 
lAeers  and  wldteit.  The  motives  Which  had 
braafflit  ihem  into  the  field  were  diierent,  and 
tbe  rawArds  of  the  Gotersraent  to  them  onritl  tr 
be  different.  The  soldiert  of  the  ReToIuiioi 
foDflti  for  libeny ;  those  of  tbe  iate  war  for  fami 
atird  fortune.  He  also  advened  to  tbe  disliociioi 
between  the  regulars  *nd  militia,  which  wa 
tnade  by  the  spiem  proposed  in  this  bill,  and 
which  be  considered  unjQst. 

The  qtiestioo  was  then  taken  on  ordefing  the 
bill  lo  M  engeoesed  for  a  third  leading,  and  de- 
aided  in  the  affirmative— yeai  79,  nays  78,  «> 
follows 

BtetwDrOhlo,BwolNr,itoBh4er,Bkioi  , 

Badm,  BaUetof  lAMiilina,  OotoloD,  Oomw^  Cook, 
Orafer,  DavldaMi,  BAtla,  Ertin  of  Boatli  Oardimi, 
Tt»j4,  Vnller,  O^,  Gilbett,  Hanteen,  Bandridtf, 
Herhart,  Heridmer,  HenM,  Hrirtar,  Httcheoek, 
HdIbm,  BMMMer,  HMbMrd,  hrlni  ef  New  Toik, 
JohMiin  of  KenttK^,  J6Ma,  Lincoln,  LItUe,  McLean 
cff  B6rM  W.  Mad^r,  MM Aeson,  Robnt  Moore,  Ssm- 
nel  Moon*,  Manlbrd,  MBirar,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nel- 
s«a,  NesUti,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Ofle,  Pantnt, 
nuertOM,  Pawling,  Piadal^  Pletsants,  Peiodcxtei, 
FOrfei,  (tanrtea,  Bbea,  IGnn«M,  RetMnwm,  SuDpton, 
Sehaytei,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Sejhof,  Silslwe,  B.  Smith, 
Altt.  Smyth,  Southard,  sions,  TrimUe.  Todtei  of  B. 
Oamlina,  WslknafNoith  Oarolhia,  walker  of  Sen- 
tael7,  Walaea,  Wendooer,  Whiteride,  WbitaaR,  and 
WlUn. 

Hits — MewM.  Abtwt,  Adsms,  Austin,  BaQ,  Bsn 
bonr  of  Tttginia,  Bsssett,  Bstamin,  Bsylej,  Bdnnett, 
Boh,  Btyin,  Bnttei  of  Hew  Usmpshfie,  Campbell, 
dagfett,  ClaitMRie,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cash- 
man,  DtiltoKton,  Desha,  Drake,  Bdi*srJ*,  EUlcott, 
Saniett,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Ball  of  North  Caro- 
Iba,  Hasbionck,  Hogs,  Hopblnson,  Hunter,  Johnson 
.av:_(_i.  v.-._  T._».  I.:.       *■  —  « 


TuEBDAT,  December  15. 
Ur.  Blodht,  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Sast  Tennessee,  prayins  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  tbe  sum  of  four  hundred  dollara, 
out  of  the  pnblic  Treasary,  to  be  applied  in  re*  . 
moving  tbe  obsltQCtionsin  (he  Maicle  Shoals,  in 
the  river  Teunessee.— Referred  to  the  Commit- 
lee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HnoH  Nelson,  from  tbe  Cummittee  on 
the  Judiciary,  wbo  were  instructed  on  the  7(h 
inst.  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  baldiog  tbe 
"'-  of  ibe  United  Slates,  within  the  State  of 
,  alternately 'at  Cineinoali,  and  such  other 
place,  as  may  be  hereafter  designated  by  law, 
made  a  report  against  the  proposition;  which 
IS  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  RoBBHT  Moore,  from  ibe  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  ftrst  instant,  on  the  petition  of  Jonn 
B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  which  was  read:  when,  Mr.  M. 
reported  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  C.  Lucu 
and  dement  B,  Penrose;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  CDmraitted  to  the  Comfniitee  of  ihe  Whdie, 
10  «fbich  is  committed  the  bill  fot  the  relief  of 
Senzle  and  Forsyth. 

Mr.  CoLSTOH  offered  Un  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing rMoluiion,  prefai:!^  it  with  the  remark, 
thai,  as  ihe  subject  of  (he  Seminole  war  was  one 
which  considerably  agitated  the  public  mind,  and 
on  which  every  memtter  of  the  House,  and  tbe 
whole  commnoiiy,  were  desiroas  of  all  the  light 
wbicb  could  be  thrown  on  it,  he  should  make  do 
apology  for  this  motion : 

MaelBed,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Btatsa 

be  requasUd  to  lay  belbre  this  House  any  oorrespond- 

whieh  nisj  have  taken  pisce  between  this  Oor- 

rent  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  relatiTe  to  the  trial 

of  Aitnthact  and  Ambrislei. 


of  Virffota,  Kinsey,  Lawyer, 
""  iday,  MeCaj,  Marchand, 

srill,  Mills,  Morton,  Moselej,  Jeremlsh  Nelson,  Orr, 


Owen, Pepram,  ntkin,Rice,  Bich,  Richards,  Rufgli 
Barafe,  Scndder,  Sherwood,  Bimkios,  Blocanb,  J.  S. 
Snia,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Csroliaa,  tftrolher, 
Tdbnadge,  Tsrr,  Tajlor.  Terrell,  Terry,  Tompkins, 
Towmmd,  Tacker  of  Virginia,  tJpham,  Westerlo, 
'Willums  of  Coonecticnt,  Wilfiant*  of  N.  Tork,  WU- 
lisms  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  ot  Haasachasetta,  and 
Wilson  of  Feansylvania. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  lo  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


r  Mr.  RicB,  wbo  thought  such  a 
motion  premature  nntil  the  informatioii  promised 
in  the  Presideni's  Message  should  have  ba«n  laid 
before  the  Hotise,  ihe  resolution  was  ordered  lo 
lie  on  the  table. 

Od  molioa  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  OMtlBaitlee  od 
Comnereeand  Haaafaalines  wera  directed  tois- 
qaira  ibio  the  exMiieacy  of  ereeiing  a  light- 
boase  on  Windmill  Point,  at  the  mouih  of  the 
Rappahannock  river ;  and  also,  of  {facing  a  floal- 
iag  light  on  Willonghhy's  Shoals,  between  LyD- 
haven  Bay  aod  Hampton  Roads. 

On  iQoiion  of  Mr.  FoiRnEiTEH,  the  Committee 
on  Ihe  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  lnquite 
into  the  expediency  ofgraniiDg  the  several  islands, 
in  Ibe  Tennessee  river,  lying  wiibin  the  limits  of 
Alabama  Territory,  for  the  improvement  of 


the  n 


Hgaiion  of  said  ri 


of  Mr.  HiTOHCOci,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufasiares  were  iDsirucied 
10  inq,uire  into  the  espadieoey  of  establishing  a 
port  of  entry,  at  the  mouth  of  Qraod  iiver,iD  the 
county  of  Ghaiga  and  Slate  of  Ohio. 

A  Message  whs  received  from  tbe  Phesidbht 
OF  THB  Uhited  States,  as  follows: 
To  tit  Hmut  ofStvramtativttoftkt  Vhiied  SItda.- 

1  lay  before  the  House  of  Reprasentatiies  copies  of 
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Military  Peace  Eatablithment. 


DEOEimB,lSlS. 


tharemunderaf  tlMdocnnHnti,refsmil  to  ia  themes* 
nee  ottitt  nih  of  lut  month. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

I>icaMaim  IS,  1818. 

The  McEsaee  was  read,  aod,  with  Ibe  doca- 
roents,  ordereJio  lie  on  tbe  table. 

MIUTART  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 
Tfae  Sfgaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  Wat,  made  in  obedience  lo  a 
leoolulioQ  of  the  I7th  of  April  last,  direciiog  him 
to  report  whelherany,  and,  if  aav,  wbat  teduclion 
tna;  be  made  in  the  Miliiacy  Peace  Bsiablish- 
meni  of  the  United  Slates,  with  safety  to  the 
public  serriee,  and  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  change  ought  to  be  made  in  the  ration,  and 
in  the  mode  of  isaaipe  i'i  and  also,  a  system  for 
tkfl  eatablishmenlofaCamniissanat  for  tlie  Army; 
which  report  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  ASaira.    The  teporl  is  a$  follows : 

DlTlBTKBHT  Of  WaB,  Do.  11,    IBIB, 

In  compliance  nith  a  lewtlatioii  of  the  Hoiue  of 
ReprcMntatiTeii,  piutd  the  17th  April  lul,  directing 
"  the  SoOBtary  of  War  to  report,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  nextienionof  CoDsreu.nhBtbeiaDy,  and,  if  any, 
what  rednetioa  may  Im  made  in  the  Militaiy  FeKc« 
Eatabliabment  of  the  United  Sutea,  irith  isfety  to 
the  public  Mrriee;  and  irhether  anj,  and,  if  but, 
what  change  ought  to  be  made  in  the  ration  eetab- 
li^ed  by  law,  and  in  the  mode  of  iaauing  the  aame ; 
and  alto  ta  report  a  lyatem  for  the  eatiblielunenl  of  a 
Commiaianat  for  the  Army,"  I  haxe  (he  honor  to  anb- 
mit  the  fbllowing  report : 

In  order  to  fbim  a  correct  cfinion  on  a  nbject  ia* 
ToltiDg  ao  many  pailietilan,  aa  the  expenae  of  oni 
Hihtary  Eatabllumeot,  it  wUl  be  neceiaaiy  to  can< 
aider  it uodet distinct  endpaper  headi:  To  aacertaio, 
then,  "whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  redoctiona  may 
be  made  in  the  eipenaei  of  oar  Military  Ertabliali- 
meat,"  I  propoae  to  conaider  its  number,  organiution, 
pay  and  emolnmenta,  and  adtniniatralion.  To  the 
one  or  the  other  of  these  heads  all  of  its  expeoaes 
may  be  traced  j  and,  if  they  are  greater  than  what 
they  oQght  to  be,  we  mnat  search  fer  the  eaiue  in  the 
improper  eitent  of  the  estabUafameDt ;  the  eieeasire 
ntunber  of  officMs  in  pH^Mirtion  to  the  men !  the  ei' 
traTtganee  of  the  pay  or  emoloment^  or  the  want 
proper  responsibihty  and  economy  in  its 


Porauing  the  subject  in  the  oidei  in  which  it  hat 
been  itated,  the  first  section  which  oOera  itself  for 
conrideration,  is,  whether  oni  Military  EstaUiahment 
can  be  rednced  "with  safety  to  the  public  aerrice,"  oi 
can  its  sipenditorea  be,  with  proprie^,  reduqrd,  by 
ndodug  Uke  Army  itselL  It  is  obTions  that,  viewM 
in  the  abstract,  few  queatioaa  preaent  ao  wide  a  field 
for  obaerration,  or  are  ao  well  calcalated  to  produce  a 
great  diversity  of  aentiment  as  the  one  now  proposed. 
Considered  aa  an  original  question,  it  would  inrolTe 
in  ita  diacDisioa  the  political  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try, its  geographical  pod^on  and  character,  the  num- 
ber and  distance  of  onr  posts,  snd  our  retationa  with 
tbe  Indian  tribes^  and  the  nindpal  European  Powers. 
It  is  eoncei*ed,  however,  that  a  satiabctory  view  of  it 
m»  be  taken,  without  diacMaing  topics  ao  eitenaiTe 
and  indefinite. 

The  HiUtary  EaUblishmenti  of  180S  and  1808, 
have  been  admitted,  almost  uniTenally,  to  be  suffi- 


ciently small.  The  latter,  it  ia  true,  receiTed  au  en- 
largement  fiotn  the  uncertain  state  of  out  foreign  rela- 
tions at  that  time ;  but  the  former  was  estabUihed  at 
a  period  of  profbund  quiet,  (the  commencement  of 
Mr.  Jefferaon  s  Administration,)  and  was  profeaaadly- 
rednced,  with  a  Tiew  to  economy,  to  Ibe  smallest  num- 
ber then  anppoaed  to  be  consistent  with  the  public 
aaAtf  ■  Aasuming  these  aa  a  atandard,  and  comparing 
the  preaent  eatabtuhment  (taking  into  the  comparisoa 
the  increase  of  our  eountij)  win  them,  a  aatiahctoiy 
opinion  may  be  formed  on  a  subject,  which  othetwiae 
might  admit  m  great  a  diTeraity  of  opinion. 

Our  Military  Peace  Establishment  b  limited,  by  (ha 
act  of  181G,  passed  at  the  termination  of  the  lata  war, 
to  ten  thousand  men.  The  corps  of  engineers  and 
ordnance,  by  that  and  a  aubsequent  act,  wwe  retained 
aa  they  then  axislad ;  and  the  Prasidant  was  directed 
to  constitute  the  eatablidunent  of  saoh  pottiona  of 
artillery,  inbntiy,  and  riflemen,  aa  be  might  judge 
proper.  The  general  order  of  the  17th  M^,  181B, 
fixes  the  artillny  at  3,300,  the  light  artilleiy  at  660, 
the  infantry  at  MW,  and  the  rifles  at  660  priTataa 
and  mstroaaes.  Docnment  A  exhibits  a  statement  of 
the  Mihtary  Establishment,  including  the  general 
Btafi^  as  at  present  organiied ;  and  B  e^bita  a  aimilai 
Tiew  of  those  of  180S  and  1808;  by  a  reforence  to 
which  it  will  appear,  that  our  Military  EstablisbmentB, 
at  the  respective  periods,  tsken  in  the  order  of  their 
dates,  prnant  an  aggregate  of  8,8S9,  9,B96,  and 
13,6S6.  It  ia  obuooa  that  the  establishniBnl  of  1806, 
compared  with  the  then  wealth  and  population  of  the 
eoonli^,  the  uambar  and  extent  «f  lulitary  peab,  ia 
larger  m  proportion  than  Uie  present ;  bat  ths  nnsat- 
tled  stats  of  oui  rslalions  with  franca  and  England, 
at  that  period,  renders  the  eompattson  not  entirely 
jusL  Passing  that  of  ISOe,  let  us  oompate  the  estab- 
lishment of  1802  with  the  present.  To  form  a  conact 
compatiaon,  it  will  be  neceeeaiy  to  compare  the  eapa- 
d^  and  Decaaai^  of  the  eountry  than  with  Aeaa  of 
the  present  time.  Since  that  period  out  p^ahtion 
has  naariy  doubled,  and  ooi  wealth  more  Ihu  donblad. 
We  haTs  added  Louisiana  to  oui  posaaationa,  and 
with  it  a  great  extent  of  frontier,  both  maritime  and 
inland.  With  the  eitenaion  of  our  frontisf,  and  tha 
increase  of  our  commercial  cities,  onr  mihtary  pMa 
and  fortificationa  ha*e  been  greatly  maltiplied.  Doe- 
nment  marked  b  exhibits  the  numbra  and  poaiHoDB 
of  posts  in  Iha  year  IBOI,  and  doonmaut  D  those  of 
the  present  time ;  by  a  rebrence  to  which,  it  will  be 
semi  th^  at  tbe  fiirmei  period,  we  had  but  twen^- 
seven  posts,  the  most  remote  of  which  was,  to  the 
north,  St  Mackinaw,  and  to  tbe  south,  at  Fort  Stod- 
dert,  on  Mobile  river ;  but  now  we  have  s«f  enty-lhreat 
which  occupy  a  line  of  frontier  proportionally  ex- 
tended. On  the  Laikea,  the  Miasitaippi,  Hissaori,  Ai-  > 
kansaa,  and  Hod  river,  our  posts  are  now,  or  wUl  ha 
shortly,  axunded,  for  the  protection  of  onr  trade,  and 
the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  frontiers,  to  Green 
Bay,  the  mouths  of  the  St.  Petera,  and  tbe  Tellow 
Stone  rivet,  Bellepoint,  and  Nachitochea.  Docnment 
marked  E  exhibits  a  atatement  of  the  extant  of  the 
line  of  our  frontier,  inland  and  maritime,  with  the 
distance  of  some  ol  the  more  remote  potts  from  tha 
seat  of  Government,  drawn  up  by  H^or  Long,  of  the 
topographical    engineers,  from   the   most   ap^oved 

U,  then,  the  Military  Establiahmant  of  1803  ba  as- 
anmed  to  be  aa  small  as  waa  then  couaiatent  with 
the  safety  of  ths  country,  our  present  establiahmant. 
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AfiUory  Peace  Ettablit&meni. 


B.ofR. 


tfbBD  w«  take  into  compuiMa  the  prodipoiu  iDcraue 
of  wealth,  population,  silent  of  tenitorj,  nomber  and 
dklMicg  of  militarj  poati,  cannot  be  pronoDQoed  ex- 
tnivaganl ;  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  after  a  Uu  and  fall 
compatieon,  that  of  the  fonnet  period  natf ,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  necewitie*  and  eapacitj  of  the  eonntrj,  bo 
admitted  to  be  quite  aa  luge  ai  the  preaant;  and  on 
the  aaiDiiiptioa  that  the  eetaUishment  of  1803  »■•  aa 
email  ai  the  paUio  aaletj  woold  then  admit,  a  redac- 
tion of  the  eipenaa  of  our  preeent  eatabliahment  cannot 
be  made,  irith  wahV/  to  ttie  publictetriee,  b;  redndng 
the  armj.  In  eooukf  to  toia  condtuion  I  have  not 
oTerleoked  the  mexim,  thai  a  larfe  atanding  arm;  ii 
dangeiona  to  the  libeitiea  of  the  oonntry,  and  that  oar 
nltimate  retiuwa  for  defence  eaght  to  be  on  the  militia. 
It*  DMat  Halona  adiocate  mnat,  bowoTer,  ackiwwiedf e, 
that  aitandiag  armj,tOB  limitedeitenl^ia  naeaaear;, 
and  BO  good  leaeon  can  be  Mtqpiad  wbr  anj  shoiild 
•zirt,  hot  what  will  eqaall;  ptoj«  that  tbe  preeent  ia 
not  too  large.  To  conrader  the  preaetil  amj  u  dan- 
gerona  to  onr  liberty,  putakee,  it  H  coocelTed,  more  of 
timidi^  than  wiadom.  Not  to  inaiat  on  the  character 
of  Ae  officen,  who,  m  a  body,  are  high-ninded  and 
honorable  men,  atiaefaed  to  the  princtpieB  of  freedom 
t7  eduoatioD  and  ndection,  what  weU-fbondad  appre- 
henrion  can  then  be  from  an  eatabljahmettf  dktrihtted 
on  ao  ezteodad  a  frontier,  with  many  Ihooaand  milea 
intervening  between  the  extmne  pointe  occDiuedl 
Bat  the  dengar,  it  na;  be  eaid,  ie  not  ao  much  from 
it*  nnmbera,  u  a  apirit  hoatile  to  libetty,  by  which,  it 
ia  BumMMad,  all  regalar  aimiee  ate  aMoaled.  Thiaob- 
nmtion  ia  probably  Irae,  when  ^>plied  to  atanding 
flitniea  collected  into  lerga  and  poweifa]  mawea  j  bat 
diepened  M  oun  ia,  otwso  raat  aenr&oe,  tbe  danger, 
I  eoueeive,  i«  of  an  onioaita  aharwter,  that  both  oflS- 
ten  end  aoldiera  will  loaa  their  miliary  babita  and 
feelinga,  b;  aliding  gradually  into  Iboee  porely  eiiil. 

I  proceed  next  to  cenaideT  whether  any  radnction 
can  oe  made  with  prmriety  In  (hanginf  (he  organi- 
ntimi,  or  bj  ledadog  the  nnmbar  of  offiona  of  the  Una, 
« the  ata^  iiiprapOTllon  to  the  men.  It  i«  obrioaa 
that,  a*  the  officere  are  nnoh  mat  expenMTe  in  pto- 
portion  to  (heir  nnmben,  than  the  aoldimB,  that  tbe  pay 
of  the  army,  in  relation  to  Ita  aggrqate  oDmbare,  muat 
be  incMMed  «r  dininiebed  in  the  luEreeae  or  the  dim- 
ination  of  the  farmer.  It  u  Impoeaible  to  fli  any  ab- 
•olate  pn^iortioa  between  officers  and  men,  which  will 
Bnit  even  eonnity  and  eToiy  aerrke  {  and  the  orgaoi- 
lation  of  diflerent  countriea  and  ofdifbrent  pe[iodB,in 
the  aame  coonlry,  has  accordingly  varied  coniidetabty. 
OoT  preeent  oiganiMtion,  of  which  document  marked 
A.  containa  an  exhibit,  ia  probably  aa  well  or  better 
ftdapted  to  the  natare  of  our  country  and  eerrice  than 
any  other,  aa  it  eeema  to  be  the  result  of  experience ; 
Ibr,  by  a  refeience  to  docticaent  maAed  B,  it  will  b« 
eeen  that  it  w  neiil?  similu,  with  the  exception  of  the 
general  BlafT,  in  which  the  preient  ia  more  extendve, 
to  tbe  organization  of  the  Military  Eitabliahmenti  of 
1803  and  1606.  It  ia  believed  that  the  proportion  of 
officer*  of  tbe  line  to  the  men,  will  require  no  fiutlier 
obeervationa. 

Tbe  MS,  aa  organiwd  by  the  act  of  the  last  aeaaion, 
eomblnaa  aimplid^  with  effioiancy,  and  ia  eaiuidered 
to  be  inpcrior  to  that  of  the  peividB  to  Which  I  have 
reference.  Ia  eetiotsting  the  expenaee  of  the  army, 
and  particularly  diat  of  the  ttaSC,  the  two  moat  eipan- 
■ve  braaohes  of  it,  tbe  engineer  and  ordnance  depart. 
laenta,  ooght  not  fkirly  t«  be  induded.  Their  duties 
■le  connected  with  the  permanent  preparation  and  de- 


£Bnce  of  tha  eoantry,  and  have  ao  little  h 
eziating  establiihmant,  Iha^  if  the  arm^r  were  reiluced 
to  a  single  regiment,  no  redaction  could  safely  be  made 
in  either  of  them.  To  ibnn  a  correct  eatimsta  of  the 
IS  of  the  other  branches  of  the  staff,  and,  conae- 
gently,  (he  number  of  officers  required,  we  must  take 
into  consideration  not  only  the  number  of  troops,  but, 
what  is  equally  es<ential,  the  number  of  potts  and  ex- 
lent  of  eoantry  which  they  occupy.  Were  onr  Mili- 
tarj Estabtishment  reduced  one-hdf,  it  is  obvious  that, 
if  the  aame  potts  conlinued  lo  be  occupied,  which  now 
are,  the  same  number  of  officers  iu  the  quirteruaslei's, 
commissary's,  paymaster's,  medical,  and  atljutanl  and 
inspector  general  s  departments,  would  be  required. 

To  compere,  then,  as  is  sometimes  done,  our  staff 
with  thoae  of  European  armies,  aassmbled  in  large 
'-"ts,  it  manilestlv  un&ir.  The  act  of  the  last  see- 
it  is  believed,  hu  made  all  the  reduction  which 
ought  Id  be  attempted.  It  has  rendered  the  staff  effi- 
cient without  makmg  it  expensive.  Buch  a  staff  isilOt 
only  indispensable  to  the  effidency  of  the  army,  bnt  ia 
also  neceasary  to  a  proper  economy  in  its  diaboite- 
meuts;  and  should  an  attempt  be  made  at  retrench- 
ment, by  redodng  the  present  number,  it  would,  in  its 
conaaqnences,  probably  prove  wasteful  and  extravagant. 

In  Esel  no  part  of  our  nnlitary  organiiation  require* 
more  attention  in  peace  than  the  general  sta£  It  is, 
in  avery  aeTviea,  invariably  the  last  in  attaining  perfec- 
tion; and,  if  neglected  in  peace,  when  there  iabisare, 
it  vriU  be  impoamblsk  in  the  Budet  of  the  hnny  and 
bnsUeofvrar,  to  bring  it  to  perfection.  Itisinpeaca 
(hat  it  abonld  reeeive  a  perfect  oiganiiatton,  and  that 
the  officers  ahoald  be  trained  to  method  and  pnnela- 

of  creating  anew,  nothing  more  ahoald  be  neceasaCT 
than  to  give  to  it  the  neceaaary  enlargemenL  In  thia 
conntr;,  particularly,  Uie  staiT  cannot  be  neglected 
with  impuuity.  As  difficult  is  its  operations  are,  in 
actual  service,  everywhere,  it  has  here  to  encounter 
great  and  peculiar  impediments,  from  the  extant  of  tho 
country,  the  badness,  and  frequently  the  want  of  roads, 
and  the  sadden  aed  unexpected  calls  which  are  often 
made  on  the  militia.  If  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
staff,  la  its  preeent  extent,  was  not  necessary  in 
peace,  it  would,  with  the  view  taken,  be  unwise  to  lop 
off  any  of  its  branchea,  which  would  be  necessary  in 
aclaal  service.  With  a  defective  staff,  we  most  cany 
on  onr  militarj  operations  nnder  great  disadvantages, 
and  be  expoaed,  particularly  at  tbe  commencement  of 
a  war,  to  great  losses,  smbarraasments,  and  disaatera. 
Aa  intimately  connected  with  this  pert  of  the  nib- 
ject,  it  is  proper  to  obeerre,  that  ao  many  and  sash 
distant  Bmall  posta  aa  our  service  reqniree,  not  only 
adds  to  the  expense  of  tbe  Army,  by  rendering  a  more 
numeroDs  staff  neceaeaiy,  bat  it  ineteaaaa  the  piioa  of 
almoet  every  artide  of  aapply,  and  the  difficalty  irf en- 
forcing a  proper  responsibility  and  economy.  To  an 
Army  that  situated,  the  axpensea  and  Josses  leanltiBg 
frwn  transportation  alone  conBtilatee  a  eenaidetablB 
sum.  Under  the  beet  management,  oni  Army  moit 
be  mote  expensive,  even  were  oar  sai^liB*  eqaally 
cheap,  than  European  armies  edleeted  in  large  bodies, 
in  the  midst  of  populaaa  and  wealthy  o 


not  made  to  joatiiy  an  im- 
proper management,  or  to  divert  the  attention  of  tli 
Hoaaef  .-    .     -.l     
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tfcia  ladelbTt  o/tt«6oT«rnraeiittoheraaMd  to 
Am  its  «r{i«nHi  withlo  ibe  moti  aiatevie  UmIu 
iffaieh  in»7  be  pneHeAbh. 

The  next  question  which  pieieirti  itMlf  tbr  eonrid- 
tntkin  u,  CBD  Ale  eipenm  of  our  Militiiy  Eitabluh- 
Biant  be  Tedaced,  whlioiit  injury  to  the  pUbHCMivioe, 
b;  redneing  thetw;  lad  emolument!  of  the  officeri 
■nd  Midien  1  There  n  no  due  in  the  e^mnniiiity 
whom  compenBation  hu  edraoced  leee,  ilnce  the  l«i- 
nlnatioit  of  the  wu  of  the  ReTolntisn,  then  that  of 
Ihe  officer*  and  eoldien  of  our  Army.  While  m 
hai  depredated  note  ripidlj  than  at  any  other  perioJ, 
and  the  price  of  ill  of  the  necenttlei  of  life  Iuh  ad' 
Tgnced  proportionabl/,  their  compenKttion  h»  re- 
nraiiied  nearly  itatioaBry.  ITie  efflct*  are  aeTWelj 
Mt  by  the  rabiHem  officers.  It  requtl'ea  the  moit 
ripd  ecoaoniy  fbr  them  to  aabnat  on  their  pay  and 
emohinienti.  Docnmenb  matked  F  and  O  exhibit 
tb  pay  and  mbaiflenee  during  tbe  RevoluttoD,  end  •■ 
■t  ^eein  eilahliiihed ;  and  docament  marked  H  ei- 
litbili  tbe  albwailce  of  chxhtng,  the),  forage,  transpor- 
tation, qoarteis,  naitera,  stationery,  and  atralr,  at  the 
termination  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  1802, 
tStG,  and  ISie.  By  a  reference  to  thoae  do«nmeata, 
it  will  be  ecen  that,  under  mort  of  the  headi,  die  va- 
Tiation  of  the  difletent  periedi  ha*  been  very  imall ; 
sod  lliat,  on  a  eoanpnieon  of  lb*  whole,  Aa  pay  ofan 
offieet  ta  not  near  eqml  uow,  jfaJiDwaHce  it  mad*  ftr 
the  dapieeiBtion  of  money,  to  what  it  was  daring  the 
Jkrolntien,  I  will  abetaln  (ram  farOnr  iem«A*,  m  it 
nnrt  be  obfiou*  from  thete  etBtemeUta  that  tfaa  «- 
jMfiM  of  DaT  HiHiBT;  EltaUithmeiit  caimM  be  mate- 
nalljt  reduced,  WiOkont  injnty  to  the  pvbUo  Mnleet  by 
ndvoing  the  p^  and  emohimeiiia  Of  th»  offiMM  and 

6  only  remelne  to  cottnder.  In  Tslation  (o  fhi*  pttt 
e  reeolntion  of  the  Uouie,  whether  the  etf  en«e  6t 
oorMililuyfiMaMlahiDeatcanbereduted  byaprojiei 
aitentian  l«  ita  admlnlilration,  or  by  a  more  ri^  en- 
fbrceueot  t^  reiponaibility  and  eMnamy.  Onr  Mili- 
tary Eatsbtiihment  is  doubtless  sosceptible  of  greal 
improremenl  in  its  adtninistraUon.  The  field  1*  ei- 
taitive,  and  the  attention  of  tbe  Govemmtot  hM  uol 


e  real  gth), 
[mlyinainoDmd,bntin  a  moral  and  potitica]  point 
ofview.  An  ineJBclent  administration,  withoat  econ- 
omy or  retponsitnlity,  not  only  eihanala  Che  public  re- 
aOUTcea,  hut  Itroagly  tend*  to  contaminate  the  moral 
and  political  prinM}des  of  the  officers  who  are  charged 
wHh  tbe  disbnrsemenb  of  tbe  Army.  T«  introdnce, 
bowmet,  a  bigh  state  of  economy  and  reapcmsiUlity 
in  Hia  ■anagement  of  a  sdt^ect  M  eJcteAstve  sod  Eom- 
pKeated  aa  am  MlUttfj  EsBaUisbiBeni,  is  k  task  M 
neat  difllenl^,  and  reqtilre*  not  only  a  perftel  organ- 
katien  of  tbe  dqmrMeDt  dnrged  with  it,  hat  a  e«n- 
tbiaed  etMsigetlc  md  Jadldona  enjorcemetit  of  the 
law*  and  regblatteBa  eatabli^d  for  it*  goTenHil«nt. 
The  oi^ankalion  h  the  proper  sphere  of  legislation, 
a«  tbe  applicttton  of  tbe  laws  and  regnhttous  ia  Oiat 
of  administration.  Tbe  hrmer  hw  done  all,  or  neariy 
all,  ttat  can  be  done.  It  k  believed  that  tbe  organi- 
ntion  of  the  War  Department  as  well  as  the  genefal 
-ftaffof  the  Army,  is  not  snsceptibte  of  mnchimprove- 
aunk  Tbe  act  of  the  last  seaaioa  regnlallng  the  staff 
has  not  only  made  inip«>rtant  aeving*  in  tbe  eipen»«s 
of  the  Army,  but  ha*  gwen  both  to  the  depertmenl 
<Bd  the  staff  a  much  more  efficient  orgenintion  tfian 
thay  ever  belbre  bad.     Every  departmetit  of  Aa  Army 


'H^ 


chafed  whh  dttbntMmatrta  has  Mow  a  pnptt  head, 
who,  nndei  Ihe  laws  and  regulatioM,  i*  respotisibte 
fin  its  admiBiMration.  The  hnd  of  Ibe  departdieAt 
Is  Ibtis  freed  Oom  detail,  and  bt*  lehnre  to  bnptH 
and  eoAtrol  the  whole  of  tbe  dlsbnteeOients.  Mniib 
time  and  reflettien  wlH  be  raqairad  to  kring  Uie  sy^ 
ten  Into  coai^ete  operatleB,  and  to  derin  from  It  lO 
d>e  advanCagea  wfalefa  oaght  to  be  aHp«cted.  Theol- 
tent  of  the  aaria^  wfaMi  may  naall  Mm  il  can  oil^ 
be  aeeertaised  by  ^e  and  experience  ;  bnt,  with  ah 
•ttentive  and  vigoAus  administration,  itdoubtfesewftl 
be  considerable.  In  war  il  wilt  be  much  mere  AS- 
call  to  enforce  ecoaomj  end  retpengftrltty ;  bM  wjA 
a  systein  well  oi^niiad,  aifd  with  offieeii  trained  to 
meUiod  and  piinctaatity,Bnobt>f(bewa*leBnd(t«uia 
lAidi  wouM  atherwite  tallM  place  tn  WW,  Win  h>  n 
vented.  In  BeaCe  there  nn  he  no  ioisp<Mhh 
eal^  in  attabtfaig  a  Ugh  dtgrea  itf  Mepensailii, 
economy.  The  mere  mooe^  reaponsibUity,  ta  Ibit 
of  ptiTchBses  sad  diebaiaements,  will  be  MiUy  eA- 
ibrnd.  The  pnblle  now  euialn*  mneh  grealer  teesHs 
in  tiie  wsMe  md  imprOperase  ef  piiMtc  prvperly,  lUkb 
in  iM  moneyed  trMtsaoMoiis.  In  vat  Mttltuy  EstM- 
eshment,  raepondhUiy  in  tbe  fiflttor  ia  weU  ehedt«<, 
and  net  badly  enftrCad.  The  aeooanls  are  rendered 
with  conaiderable  poactoaHty,  and  ani  pnuytly  m^  ' 
tied  i  »d  own  neglect  Or  ariaappUeettDn  of  paMe 
flinds,  by  tbe  disbardng  offloets,  are  not  <rften  oecoai- 
pauied  with  BlUmate  lOeeee,  as  they  are  under  bonds 
for  the  faMfoI  disdiarge  ef  their  datlee.  AeMaoHt- 
bUHy,  as  il  F^aMe  the  pabUe  property,  is  ratMli  ttora 
dlSeolt,  aad  bW  berett^ne  beitn  tnnefa  less  complMS. 
Retains  Of  prO[MVriii  many  caaea,  pUHenhuly  in  ttto 
medical  departttent,  have  rarely  bMn  required;  arid 
even  Whet«  they  have  been,  Ibey  btva  net  been  maje 
With  panetDaUly.  It  oannot  be  doubted  but  vAat  tUs 
pnUic  ha*  eostdned  very  eHufderM>Ie  damage  froih 
this  Want  of  aeoonntabiUtj-  Every  article  of  ptfblie 
property,  even  the  malteat,  oi^ht,  if  poolble,  to  be  in 
chwfe  af  seme  person  who  shoatd  t«  lespons^e  far 
it.  It  will  be  difficalt  to  attain  thi*  degree  of  perfefr 
tion ;  but  it  ia  tioped,  by  making  each  of  tbe  sabordl- 
uate  departmenta  sf  tbe  War  Departaient  liable  ft 
tbe  property  in  i"  charge,  a  very  eonoderabie  it». 
provaueat  and  rednelion  of  expenses  will  be  made. 

1,  and  the  system  of  su|t. 

1  I  propose  nert  to  eon- 
■jdeT,  the  hdatA,  comfort,  and  elEciency  of  the  Army 
mainly  depend.  Too  mndi  care  cannot  be  bestowril 
on  these  important  snbjecti ;  fbr,  let  ibo  military  syn. 
tein  be  ever  so  perfect  in  other  partieulirs,  any  cOii- 
nderaUe  deflcienc;  in  theee  most,  in  all  great  itiUifary 
operations,  expose  an  army  to  the  grestest  disaaten. 
All  hnnian  eflbrts  nniEt,  tit  necessity,  be  hmited  by  the 
mean*  of  niatetiBace-  Food  sustains  the  lumensh 
machineTy  of  war,  and  gives  the  im^nlse  to  all  Its  ntr- 
rstions ;  and  if  this  essential  be  withdrawn,  even  f« 
fbw  days,  the  whole  must  cesse  to  act.  No  absOIdth 
standard  can  be  fixed,  as  it  regard*  eitfier  the  qaanlitr 
or  qoality  of  the  rations.  These  must  vary,  according 
to  the  babita  and  product*  of  diflerent  countries.  Tho 
'.great  ol^Mia  are,  flrst  and  nalnl;,  to  raitain  the  bealth 
«nd  spirit  of  tba  troops ;  and  the  next,  to  do  it  wiA 
the  iMMt  poseiUe  expense.  The  syscsm  wfaicb  eSbeto 
<lhesa  in  the  greatest  degree,  1*  Ae  moat  perlisot  Thk 
ation,  aa  established  by  tbe  aOt  of  the  l«th  of  Mi^d^ 
.80S,  experience  provea  to  be  ample  in  fOuitfty,  hiH 
net  of  the  quality  best  cakulaled  I 
health  or  eoonomy-    '         -  .      ■   ■ 
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bMad,  M  daar,  cms  pound  mud  ■  qaarkn  of  iMti, 
Oatto-qatiitn  of  a  poaad  of  pork,  one  gill  of  rbia, 
brutdjr,  or  vhiiko;,  snd  it  the  nte  of  two  quuta  of 
mJt,  foar  qnaita  of  vinegir,  foni  poandi  of  loap,  and 
ODA  poDnd  and  ■  bolf  of  caudle*  to  erery  haadml  ra- 
tloiw. 

The  obJcctioiM  to  it  in  rdUton  to  the  health  of  ^u 
Aimy,  aro  foUj  sIMod  in  «npattof  AaSorgtonGtn- 
•ral  to  tha  war  DapaitmeDt,  (nlrirked  1,)  which  I 
wmild  TMMMfnllyanciai  a  paitofdiu  report.  Uo- 
tl«t  tlw  naw  of  Ihe  Mbjoct  more  need  not  b«  added, 
•x«ept  to  urge  it*  hnportanEe,  both  on  the  ■oora  of 
bomanitj  aod  policf  ■ 

Out  people,  eren  the  pooreat,  being  accnilotned  to 
■  plenttfhl  mode  of  U*uik,  Mature,  to  pieeerve  their 
health,  a  coatinoation,  in  a  coiuiderabla  Jegree,  of 
the  same  habiti  of  life,  in  a  camp ;  and  %  nidden  and 
great  departnie  from  it  sdbjecta  them,  aa  ia  pro*ed  by 
experience,  to  great  mortality.  Our  loases,  m  the  late 
tna  BevoIatioUBiy  »ar«,  from  thti  eanM,  were  probi' 
bij  Utlch  gteater  than  frotn  the  aword.  However 
wefl  qndified  for  war  in  other  respects.  In  the  mere 
capacity  of  bearing  privatirma,  we  are  inferior  to  loalt 
natlona.  An  American  wootd  atarre  on  what  a  Ter- 
lar  'woidd  Htc  on  with  comfort-  In  fact,  barbaroiu 
and  oMTOMed  nattons  haie,  tn  Ihii  parttcntflis  a  itri- 
king  advantoge,  which,  however,  ought  to  be  mo^ 
wtiie  than  oampeQaaied  bj  th«  lUU  Md  neenrcea  of 
•  free  ud  eiriliied  peoide.  1^  howe'ter,  aacli  *,  peo- 
ide  want  Uia  ikiU  and  qdrit  to  direst  ila  naoaieM  to 
ita  defence,  the  reiy  wealth  ij  which  it  onght  to  de- 
lend  itself  become*  tha  motive  for  inTasion  and  cOn- 
goeat.  Beaides,  there  ii  lomething  shocking  to  the 
feelings,  that,  in  a  coantry  of  plenty  beyond  all  athera, 
in  a  country  which  ordiuanly  U  id  careful  of  the  hap- 


foae  their  livee  brtbe  eafiaty  and  f^rj  of  thdr  eoun- 
try,  ahonld,  tbmigfa  a  defbetire  eyslem  of  enpply,  be 
pennittad  almost  to  starra,  or  to  perish  by  the  pwaan 
of  nnwhriesome  food,  as  has  frequently  been  the  oaaa. 
Uit  conld  be  sa^osed  that  these  considetatioM  ara 
not  anffieient  to  excite  the  most  anxions  care  on  tUa 
•nUect,  we  ongbt  to  remember  thai  nothing  adds  mora 
la  UM  expenae  of  military  operelions,  or  exposes  more 
to  ita  disasters,  than  the  sickness  and  mortality  which 
leank  from  defective  or  unwholesome  Bnpplie*.  Im- 
prMMd  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  considerable 
ehanget  have  been  made  in  the  ration  under  the  an- 
thorityof  the  Slh  aection.of  the  act  regulating  the 
ataff  of  the  Anny,  paaeed  at  the  last  leasion  of  Con- 
gree*.  Tbe  vegetable  part  of  the  ration  hu  been 
mneh  inoeaied.  Twice  a  week,  a  half  allowance  of 
a«at,  with  a  laitaUe  qnanlity  of  peas  or  beans,  is  di- 
Taeled  to  be  iMUed.  Fresh  meat  has  aUo  been  sab- 
alimad,  twice  a  week,  fcr  silted.  In  Ac  aaQthem  di- 
vialoD,  bttcm  and  klln-drled  Indian  com  me^  bave 
bean,  to  a  eartaa  extent,  labslitntad  for  pork  and 
wheat  fktfa.  In  additiw,  nden  have  been  given,  at 
all  tbe  pennanant  post*,  where  it  ean  be  «1om,  to  col- 
Arale  a  lofficieBt  soi^ly  of  ordinair  gardm  vefeta- 
hlaafet  thetneoflhetrooM;  and,atthepoata  retnole 
from  i1m  settled  parts  of  Uie  coantiy,  the  older  ia  ex- 
Jaodad  to  the  eottivation  of  oom,  and  to  the  supply  of 
%»  meat  part  of  the  ration,  both  to  avoid  the  eipenie 

fjiatant  and  expenaive  tranapottatioa,  and  to  sec 
tn  ti"""  •  -Bi^Iy  within  tne  posts  themielvee. 
'  *e  changes,  I  am  of  opiniint  the 

y  don,  aa  a  regiilat  isitie,  ought  to 


the  officers  of  the  Amy.  It  both  p. . 
duces  and  perpetuates  habits  of  iatempeianoe,  da- 
itmclrve  alike  to  the  health  and  moral  and  physical 
energy  of  tbe  nddiera.  The  spirit*  ooght  to  he  placed 
in  depot,  and  be  issued  oecaeionally,  aader  the  discra- 
tion of  the  eomoiauder.  Thns  used,  it*  wuiaos  eSecta 
would  be  avoided,  and  the  troop*,  whan  great  effiirts 
ry,  would,  by  a  jadiciou*  use,  derive  im- 
portant benefits  Ihnn  it.  Ma)u«es,  beer,  and  cider, 
according  to  drcumstance*,  might  be  uied  a*  sobsti- 
tutes.  The  snbttlmtion  of  bacon  and  kihi-dried  com 
meal,ln  ftp  soodtera  diviiion,  will  have,  it  ii  beti#ved, 
valneble  eflfecla.  Tbay  are  both  much  more  congenial 
to  the  halHts  of  die  people  in  that  secUon  6f  our  coun- 
try.  Oorn  meal  baa  another,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
great  and  almost  dtcisive  advantage;  it  lequirM  ko 
little  art  to  prepare  it  for  use.  It  ia  not  ean  to  mato 
good  bread  of  wheat  floor,  while  it  is  almost  hnporaibje 
'    QMke  bed  of  that  of  Indian  com.    Besides,  wheat  Is 

Bch  note  liable  to  be   damaged  than  the  Indiatk 

m,  fbr  tbe  latter  U  better  protected  agalnat  diaeaae 
and  the  effeeta  of  bad  seasons  in  time  Ot  harvest  tiuth 
ray  other  grain ;  and,  wben  injured,  the  good  is  easily 
sepurated  ftom  the  bad.  Eipsrience  protwr  it  to  bo  , 
not  less  nutritious  than  wheat  or  any  other  graiik 
Parthed  Com  conslitntes  the  principal  food  of  an  In- 
drna  wluiior;  and  such  are  its  nutritioDa  qualities, 
that  they  Can  npport  long  tnd  fatiguing  muchea  on 
it  done. 

I  next  proceed  to  consider  the  system  of  anpplying 
tite  Anhy  wHb  provisiona,  oi  the  cstaHlshtnent  of  a 
eeffimMseTiat,  and  a«  ttey  are  Mnnected  in  their  na- 
ture, 1  ptopoee  t6  omrider  Aat  part  of  the  reeoldHoB 
'-  telatlon  to  a  Colluniasariat,  and  Ihe  mo^  of  issuing 

o  rations,  at  fte  aama  lime. 

The  system  established,  at  ihe  last  seuton,  will,  in 
time  of  pekce,  be  adequate  to  the  cheap  and  certain 
'  Ihe  army.  The  act  provide*  fbr  th*  appoint- 
commissary  genoraf.and  a*  many  aauslanta  . 
rvice  may  require,  and  authoriM*  the  Preai> 
dent  to  tasign  to  Uiem  their  datie*  in  purdiubg  and 
issuing  ration*.    It  also  directs  that  the  ordinary  aup- 


Lcy  general,  and  to  be  deliv- 
ered, on  iospeetion,  in  the  bulk,  at  auch  places  as  shall 
be  stipulated  in  the  contract.  Document  marked  J 
eoiitaui*  tbe  rules  and  regulations  which  hate  been 
establiahed  by  order  of  the  President,  aad  preKenti  Ihe 
operation  of  the  system  in  detail.  It  is  believed  that 
it  is  a*  weD  guarded  againit  fraud  a*  any  other  de- 
partment of  our  militaiy  inpplieii  and,  judging  from 
the  contrAcb  already  formed  tinder  it,  will.  When  im- 
proved by  experience,  probably  make  a  very  conudei- 
able  laving.  It  would  iniprove  the  system,  to  iiuthor- 
iae  the  appointment  of  two  deputy  commiiiBriaa,  one 
fbr  each  division,  with  the  pay,rank,  and  emoluments, 
of  major  of  inliintry,  to  Ire  taken  &om  the  line  or  from 
citizen*,  and  so  to  amend  the  act  of  the  laat  leaaion  a* 
to  authon'ie  the  President  to  appoint  the  assistant 
commissaries,  either  fiom  the  line  or  ctliien*.  When 
the  auiatant  comtatHary  U  not  taken  from  (he  line, 
to  make  his  pay  equal  to  that  of  a  subaltern  appointed 
from  the  line,  it  ought  to  be  $56  per  month,  with  two 
rations  a  day.  It  should  l>e  tbe  duty  of  the  deputy 
commissaiie*  to  perform  such  service  a*  Ihe  commi*- 
laiy  general  might  prescribe,  and  particularly  to  in- 
spect the  principal  depots,  and,  in  cases  of  neceBsitr, 
to  lAafca  the  necetsary  pnrchaeea     When  a  ■uitable 
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•nlwltfin  c&nnot  be  h«d,  or  ^en  hu  lerricci  bts  qb- 
celBiiy  in  the  Uoe,  the  power  propoied  to  be  vested  in 
the  Preiidenl,  to  aelect  fiom  citoens,  wonld  be  im- 
poTtent.  It  ii  not  Miered  tbit  ui;  other  alteration 
vronld  be  necen&rj  in  peace;  bat  llu  lytteca  nonid 
nqDiie  great  enlirgemeDt  in  war  to  render  it  anffi- 
dentl;  energetie  to  meet  the  uaDf  Ttdmitadei  inci- 
denttl  to  the  openttioiu  of  war. 

It  would  then  be  ueceiiarj  to  dinde  the  ajstem  into 
two  diTJaioni,  one  for  porchating  and  the  olher  for 
jnning  of  ratione,  with  aa  m&ny  depnt;  c«tDUiiMariei 
of  purchaeea  and  iaiue*  a*  there  maj  be  armiei  and 
military  diilricta,  to  whom  ought  to  be  added  a  ■nit- 
able  number  of  uiiitanti.  The  baeie  of  the  ijatein 
ought,  in  war,  to  be  the  eame  a*  is  now  establuhed. 
The  ordiauj  lupplies  ought  to  be  by  contract  on 
pabUc  proposals.  B;  a  judicioui  colMction  of  pro- 
Tisions  at  proper  depoti,  combined  with  an  active  *nd 
•aeTgelic  ijetcm  of  traniportation,  it  would  be  seldom 
neceasa^  to  reaort  to  anj  other  mode  of  parchaaing. 
To  proiide,  however,  for  ramtingencuea,  the  porchuing 
department  ought  to  be  efficiently  orguuxed,  and  a 
branch  of  it,  aa  already  atated,  attached  to  euJi  anny 
•nd  militaiy  department  Aa  it  ia  the  me«iu  to  bt 
lesorled  to  in  cases  of  necessity,  it  ought  to  possess 
those  high  and  discietiouaiy  powers  which  do  not  ad- 
mit of  exact  coDttol.  It  ia  in  its  nature  liable  to  many 
•buses,  and,  to  preveet  them  from  being  great,  more 
efficient  regulations  and  checks  are  required  than  in 
•ny  other  branch  of  the  general  stifC 

The  defects  of  the  mere  contract  nstam  are  so  nni- 
Tsrsally  acknowledged  by  those  whonaTe  KLMrieuced 
its  operation  in  the  late  war,  that  it  cannot  be  neces- 
sary ui  make  many  ohserrationa  in  relation  U  it- 
Nothing  can  Bp^ar  more  absurd,  than  that  the  aoc- 
CMB  of  the  moat  important  military  relations,  on  which 
the  very  fkte  of  the  country  may  depend,  ^ould  ul- 
timately reet  on  men  who  ate  nibject  to  no  military 
lesponaiUlity,  and  on  whom  there  is  no  other  hold  than 
the  penal^  of  a  bond.  When  we  add  to  this  obser- 
vation that  it  is  often  the  interest  of  a  contractor  to 
ftil,  at  the  moel  critical  juncture,  when  the  means  of 
(npply  become  the  most  cxpennTs,  it  seems  strange 
that  the  system  shonid  have  been  continued  for  a  liogle 
campaign.  It  may  be  said,  that,  when  the  contractor 
&ile,  the  commander  has  •  right  to  purchase  at  his 
liak,  by  which  the  diiastera,  which  naturally  result  from 
«  bilure,  may  he  avoided.  The  observation  is  more 
medoDs  than  aolid.  If  on  failure  of  the  contractor 
there  existed  a  well  organuEed  system  for  parchaaing 
the  supplies,  there  would  be  seme  truth  in  it :  but, 
without  inch  a  system,  without  depots  of  provisions, 
and  with  the  funds  intended  for  the  supply  of  the 
Army,  perhaps,  in  the  hands  of  the  contractor,  his  fail- 
ore  must  generally  bo  fatal  to  a  campaign.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  well  organiied  commissariat,  whose  ordi- 
nary supplies  are  obtained  by  contract  founded  on  pub- 
lic notice,  possesses  (berides  those  peculiar  to  itself) 
all  the  sdiantsgea  fairiy  Btlribntable  to  the  system  of 
istaing  rations  by  contract.  It  is  equally  guarded 
against  fraud,  aDd  its  purchases  can  be  made  on  terms 
more  advantageous.  A  considerable  objection  to  the 
system  of  iuuing  the  ration  by  contract,  is,  that  the 
merthwits  and  cuiitaliats  are  deterred  ham  bidding, 
by  the   haxard  of  issuing  the  ration ;  sad  Ibus  the 

Shsie  of  competition  is  contracted,  and  the  contracts 
r  supplying  the  Army  often  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  adventurer*.  This  objection  u  avoided  under  the 
present  system,  by  which  the  nation  will  be  cheaply 


snppUed,  and  the  danger  of  failDre  almost  whtdly  re- 
moved.    All  of  which  is  re^ctiiilly  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
RELATIONS  WITH  BPAIN. 

Mr.  HoFKiKBOH  ihen  called  ud  the  i<tolniio& 
which  he  yesterday  tabniitied,  calling  on  the  Pre- 
sideDl  for  certain  docnments  connected  with  oar 
relations  with  Spain. 

The  SpsaKBR  BDg:(re3ted  that  the  Hesuge  juil 
received  probably  embraced  the  correspondence 
the  gemleman  htid  in  view,  by  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  MopKiNSOR  intimated  that  he  believed  it 
did  not. 


thonght  would  meet  the 
object  of  the  gentleman,  and  be  free  from  any 
objection,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
quested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  House 
such  further  correspondence  and  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion (o  oar  afiaira  with  Bpain,  as  in  his  opinion  it  shsll 
not  be  inconsistent  with  Uie  public  interest  to  divulge." 

Mi.  HoPKiiteoN  acce|ited  this  modiGealioo. 

Mi.  Holheb  then  said  he  was  in  favor  of  ihc 
resolution.  He  should  not  go  into  a  detail  of  the 
pailicular  leacons  why  he  was  in  faror  of  the 
motion ;  but  the  Committee  of  Foieign  Relatioiu 
had  thought  a  call  of  this  kind  to  MnecMMry, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  grant  it. 

Tbe  resolve  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con.,  and  t 
committee  appoiittcd  to  present  the  reaotution  to 
the  PieiidenL 

EXTENSION  OF  MILITU  PENSIONS. 

Tbe  enj[iosted  bill  autboiizioff  the  exteoiion 
of  the  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphana  of  the 
militia  who  fell  in  battle  oi  died  in  service  dn* 
ring  the  late  war,  for  five  years  loogei,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  some  remak^ 
laiher  of  an  explanatory  than  argomeoialiTe 
natnre,  on  tbe  subject  of  the  bill. 

Mi.  Butleb,  of  New  Hampshire,  conceiving 
the  discrimination  between  ibe  families  of  the 
militia  and  of  tbe  regulars,  in  the  pioposed  exten- 
sion, to  be  unjust,  moved  lo  recommit  tbe  bill  (o 
the  committee  wiio  repotted  it.  with  instructions 
lo  report  an  amendment,  embracing  in  tbe  exteo- 
sioQ  the  pioviiioDs  of  tbe  2d  section  of  the  act  of 
Apiil^  1816. 

This  molioD  cave  liee  to  some  debst^  in  which 
Messrs.  T-  M.  NfLaoii,  and  HAKBiaoM  opposed 
it,  as  calculated,  by  overloading  ibe  bill,  to  oreak 
it  down  :  Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Marylaad,  RtoB,  and 
Pitkin,  supported  it,  as  coBGieieat  with  the  piin- 
1ples  of  eqniiy,  which,  in  their  admivistralioB, 

fht  to  know  no  distinction  of  peraoas. 
efore  the  question  on  the  peodioK  motion  was 
taken,  a  motioo  was  made  by  Mr.  Wbithak  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  negatived. 
Mr.  Pitkin  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
msideraiion  of  the  bill  indefiniiely. 
This  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays— 
for  the  moIioQ  79,  against  it  79,  as  follows: 

fiAs— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adorns,  Allen  of  Masso- 
chuaetts,  Austin,  Ball,  Barhonr  of  Tiiginia,  Bassett, 
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Bilemu,  Barley,  Bennett,  Boo,  Bntn,  Bntlai  of 
New  Hunpahira,  Cunpbcll,  Clagett,  Cftibome,  Cobb, 
Cnifb,  CrmfuTd,  Cnihrnui,  Duliogton,  I>eiba,  Desks, 
Edmrda,  EUicott,  Polger,  Oarnelt,  Hall  of  Delkwaie, 
HiU  of  Noith  Carolina,  Bubrauck,  Hogg,  HopktiuoD, 
Himler,  Hontittgton,  JotuwoD  ofVirginU,  Kirtland, 
LawTBT,  Linn,  Linnnon,  W.  P.  Madaj,  McCot, 
Hudund,  Maaoo  of  HanaeliDaetta,  Maaou  of  Rhode 
Idand,  Menill,  Milla,  Morton,  MoMbr,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
•on,  Orr,  Owen,  Pegrain,  Pitkin,  Rioe,  Rich,  Rieh- 
nd*,  Bngglea,  SaTage,  Baffjer,  ^enddar,  Sherwood, 
Simkioa,  Slocomb,  8.  Smith,  J.  B.  Smith,  Speed, 
Stewart  of  North  Cardina,  Strolher,  Tarr,  Tajlor, 
Ten;,  Tompkiiu,Towneeud,TDcker  of  Virginia,  Up- 
ham,  WiUiama  of  ConoecticDt,  Williama  of  New  Yoik, 
Wilaoo  of  Mwnchaiiett4,  and  WilMii  of  Penni^lTaiiia. 

NxTa — Meaara.  Andanon  of  Peanajlraiiie,  Ander- 
lOQ  of  Kiatock;,  Baldwin,  Baibar  of  Ohio,  Beecher, 
Bellinger,  Bloomfield,  Blonnt,  Boden,  Batler  of  Lon- 
idana,  (^ildon,  Comatock,  Cook,  Craget,  DkTidaon, 
Etrte,  Brrin  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Floyd,  Oage,  Gilbert, 
Biniaon,  Hendricka,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Herrick, 
Hairter,  Hitdicoek,  Hdme*,  Hoetetter,  Hnbbard,  Irring 
of  New  York,  Johnaon  of  Kentoch,  Jonea,  Kinaay, 
Leirit,  Lincoln,  Little,  McLean  of  Ilbi(na,  W.  Maday, 
Mercer,  Middleton,  Robert  Moore,  Samael  Moore, 
Hnmfbid,  MnrraT,  H.  Nelaen,  T.  M.  Nelaou,  Neabitt, 
New,  Newton,  Ogle,  Paloiaf,  Pamott,  Paltereoit,  Paw- 
ling, Pindall,  PUaMntt,  Pohidexter,  Porter,  Qoariee, 
Shea,  Blngfrid,  Sobctleon,  Rogera,  Saapeon,  S«r- 
pmv  SeOJe,  SUriMe,  Ballard  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth, 
Slorra,  Tallmadge,  TrinUe,  Tnoker  a(  Sovtk  Canriina, 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentnekj,  Wal- 
Itea,  Waadovar.  and  Whitman. 

Tbe  UoQse  MJDg  equally  dirMed  iht  Spiacbb 
Toled  in  the  D^Bti*e ;  and  ao  the  motion  was 
lejeeied. 

The  queatioa  then  recnrred  to  recommit  the 
bill  with  inslructioQa  as  aforesaid;  nndadiTia- 
ion  thereof  being  called  for,  was  taken  on  the 
Grat  member  ihereof,  Xo  wit :  "  Shall  the  said  bill 
b«  reeommtlted  to  a  select  committee  7"  and  alto 
determined  in  the  ne);a tire— yeas  63,  Days  97,  as 
foUowa : 

TiA*— Maaara.  Abbot,  Ademe,  Allen  of  Maaaadm- 
Htla,  Anatin,  Bennett,  Bees,  Brjan,  Batler  of  New 
Hampahin,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cndta,  Crawford,  Cuah- 
MD,  DarUngtOD,  Deatia,  Edwards,  Ellicott,  Folger, 
HaH  of  Delaware,  Hall  at  North  Carolina,  Batbrond, 
Hogg,  Hmter,  Huntington,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn, 
W.  P.  Maclay,  MoCoy,  MMon  of  Rhode  Uand.  Mer- 


Beaddo',  Sherwood,  Bim> 


Uu,  Sloctna,  B.  8mi&.  J.  8.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart 
of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  T»lor,  Teny,  Tnckei 
of  Virginia,  U^am,  WiUiama  of  CMineeticnt,  Wil- 


liami  of  New  York,  and  Wikon  of  Penn^h 

Nat  a — Momt*.  Anderaon  of  Penn^lTania,  Ander- 
nn  of  Kentucky,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbonr  of  Vir- 
ghda.  Barber  of  Ohio,  Baeattt,  Bataman,  Bayley, 
Beecher,  Balluiger,  BloomOeld,  Blonul,  Bodan,  Bat- 
lar  of  Louinaua,  Campbell,  CUbome,  Cobtou,  Com- 
ttad^  Cook,  Crager,  DaTidaon,  Drake,  Eerie,  Errin 
of  Sonth  Carriina,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Gage,  Gamett,  Gil- 
bert, Harriaon,  Hendridu,  Heihei^  Herkimer,  Her- 
tkk,Beiater,  Hilcbeo«k,HolMiee,  Bopkinaon,  Hoatet- 
t«,  Hubbard.  Irring  of  New  York,  Johnara  of  Vir- 
(fata,  JriuBon  of  Kentockyi  '«>•■>  Kinaqr,  Lewis, 


Linodn,  Little,  Livermwe,  McLean  of  QUnoia,  W. 
Maday,  Mardiand,  Mason  of  Maaaadmsetta,  Middle- 
ton,  Robert  Moore,  Samnd  Moore,  Mnmfind,  Minray, 
H.  Ndaoa,  T.  M.  NekMD,  NesbitI,  New,  Newton, 
Parrott,  Pattsraon,  Pawling,  Pindall,  Pleasants,  Foin- 
deiter.  Porter,  Quailea,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertaon, 
Rogera,  Sampson,  Sdiayler,  Sei^ant,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Bal.  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  Storrs,  Tallmadge,  Tair, 
Tompkins,  Towuaend,  Tdmbte,  Tncket  of  South 
Caioltn*,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Ken- 
tucky, Wallace,  WendoTer,  Weateilo,  Whiteside,  and 
Wilson  of  Husachusetts. 

The  quesiioQ  was  tbeo  taken,  Shall  the  said 
bill  pass  1  and  passed  in  the  aSroiatiTe — yeaa 
82,  nays  7S,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Meaara.  Anderson  of  Pennaylrania,  Ander- 
son of  Eentneky,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Beecher, 
BcUingar,  Bloom£eld,  Bloont,  Boden,  BnUer  of  Lon- 
iajana,  Colaton,  Comalock,  Cook,  Crager,  Dafidaw, 
Earle,  Ernn  of  South  Carolina,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Gage, 
Gilbert,  Harriaon,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Heifcimar, 
Herriok,  Heister,  Hildicock,  Hobnes,  Hoatetter,  Hob* 
baid,  Irring  of  New  York,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky, 
Jonea,  Einaqr,  Lewia,  Lincoln,  Little,  McLean  of 
niinois,  W.  Maclay,  Mercer,  Middleton,  Robert  Moorot 
Samuel  Moore,  Mamford,  Murray,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M. 
Nelson,  NesUtt,  New,  Newton,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott, Patterson,  Pawling,  Pindall,  Pleaaanta,  Foindex- 
ter.  Porter,  Qnaries,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  Ro- 
gers, Sampson,  Sdinyler,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Bal.  Smidi,  Alex.  Smyth,  Storrs,  Trimble,  Tncker  of 
Sonth  Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Carolina.  Walker 
of  Kentacky,  Wallaca,  Wendover,  Whiteaide,  Whit- 
man, and  Wilkin. 

Yus— HoMra.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  irf  Maaaadin- 
aetta,  Anatin,  Ball,  Barbonr,  of  Virginia,  Basaett, 
Bateman,  Bayl^,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bryan,  Butler  id' 
New  Hampaiura,  CampbeU,  Clagett,  Cl^bome,  Cobb, 
Crafla.  CnahMan,  Darlington,  Dedia,  Drde,  Ed- 
wards, Ellicott,  Gamett,  H^  of  Delaware,  Hall  of. 


yer,  Lmn,  Ltrermore,  W.  P.  Madaj,  McCoy,  Mar- 
cbaJod,  Mason  of  Msssachuaetta,  Mason  of  Rhode 
Island,  Merrill,  Milla,  Morton,  Moaeley,  JarsmiahNel- 
aon,  Oir,  Owen,  Pegram,  Pilkin,  Rice,  Rich,  Rldiard^ 
Rnggles,  Sarage,  Sawyer,  Scudder,  Sherwood,  Simp- 
luna,  Slocomb,  8.  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith.  Speed,  Stewart 
of  North  Ganbna,  Strother,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Terry,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Tucker  of  ^nrginia, 
Upham,  Weaterlo,  Williams  of  Connecticiil,  Wil- 
liama of  New  York,  Wilson  of  Maaaacha  setts,  and 
Wilson  of  PennsylTania. 

So  the  said  bill  was  passed. 

Tbe  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  on 
the  following  bills : 

A  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  to  build  a 
bridge  over  tbe  Easiern  Branch  of  the  Potomac, 
from  the  southern  extremity  of  Elereoth  street 
east,  in  the  City  of  Wa>biog[OD. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samael  H.  Harper. 

Which  severally  passed  throvgh  Cfimmitteea 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  adjottmed  until 
to-moiiow. 
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'Wednebdat,  December  16. 
Hr.  Wtu.iAMS, TriHU  Uie  CoDuniiueof  Claiina, 


row,"  repoTtvd   th«  I 


Mr.  PoiEtDsjTEK,  from  the  Cominittee  on  the 
Public  Loads,  renorted  a  bill,  allowing  to  each 
noD-commiuiQDed  officer,  niiiEieiaa,  and  prjrue, 
JD  ibe  Army  cf  the  CJoited  Statea,  who  were  on 
furlougfa  at  the  etose  of  the  liie  war  with  Great 
Brttaia,  a  bouatjr  in  land,  aa  io  other  cases; 
which  waa  read  twice,  and  comraiueil  to  a  Com- 
nUlae.of  the  Whole. 

Mi.  P-oimiuxtbb,  froia  the  same  cammtuec,  to 
which  was  referred  tha  peiitioo  of  tha  Q*DMal< 
AaBWublr  of  tha  Stale  oi  IlliDois^  r«pmted  a  bili 
graatiag  a  dotniion  of  land  lo  the  State  of  Illi- 
lois  for'  ibe  seat  of  goveiDineD.t  of  mifl  Stale ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  comtnitted  to  a  bom- 
^ttee  of  the  Wbole, 

Hr.  JogifpoN,  of  Keoiueltr,  fiom,  th«  Com- 
mime  on  Milituy  ASaiia,  made  a  report  on  the 
petiiion  of  Cap'taJb  Staotoo  Sholev;  which  was 
le&d ;  «|hep  Mr.  J.  repotted  a  bill  for  tb«  relief 
4f  the  said  Capiain  Stanton  Sholei:  which  was 
lead  twice,  apd  committed  to  a  Commiiieeof 
theWJjqle. 

Mr-  JqanaoK  bUo  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  HiirTer  Wakefield;  wbioh  waa  teitdi 
when  Mr.  J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
H^d  Hi^vey  Wakefield ;  which  was  reed  twiae, 
4Dd  conmiued  lo  a  Committee  of  il)e  Whole. 

Mr.  JouKeoK  also  reported  a  bill  profidiog  for 
the  payneol  of  properij  lost  and  deitco^td  in 
the  Seminole  war  j  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Comnultee  of  the  Whale. 

The  Si-RAEBB  laid  before  the  HooM  a  letter 
from  the  Seoretary  of  ibe  Treasury,  tnnsmit- 
ting  a  siaiemeot  of  public  lands  sold  in  the  AJa- 
ben^a  Territor)',  and  the  amonnl  paid  to  reeeiv- 
ert,  qnd  the  balance  dne  by  lairi*idi|alsi  ren- 
dered in  obedieqce  to  a  resolution  of  ihit  House, 
of  the  3d  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
(0  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pitkin  was  ezcaaed  froia  a  further  ler- 
TJceoa  the  joint  comoiiitee  appointed  upon  the 
nibjeec  of  the  prioiiug,  ordered  by  the  respeclire 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  Mr,  $gsb£BT  was  ap- 
pointed of  the  said  commiliee. 

Mr.  Tabb  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  rejected  by  Ibe  House — 
ayes  59,  noes  54; 

Raohed,  Tbtl  the  Cominittee  on  Rosdi  and  Cantb 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj  of  sppto- 

priiting   the   ^um    of doltan,    to   be   expended 

under  the  diieclian  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasoij, 
in  farther  completing  tbit  put  of  the  tompika  road 
Ijing  betneeu  Cumberlsiid,  in  the  Stale  of  Maryland, 
and  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia ;  and  pledging 
ioi  the  repajment  thereof  the  two  pec  cant,  fund  arii' 
ing  &om  the  salea  of  the  public  lands  northweal  of  the 
merOhio. 

Oit  moiion  of  Mr.  Walkbr,  of  Hoitb  CaroUoB, 


ibe  Committee  oq  Military  AShits  were  iDsirac(> 
ed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proTidiog  bjr 
law  for  allowing  an  equal  boualy  ialaad,  aaothci 
soldiery  to  all  minors  who  eoliaied  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  ia  ibe  late  war,  apd  coDtiuued 
io  service  uoiil  peace  was  coocluded  and  wen 
regularly  discharged. 

Oo  motiuQ  of  Hr.  PoiniiDn'aB,  (li£  SeereUiy 
of  ibe  Treasury  wai  dirwird  to  lay  ^fore  i^ 
Ho  use  of  RepreseniaxiTcs  a  sjaianient  of  the 
tract«  of  laad  reaetTed  for  the  eewblisfanaeni  of 
tawn*  in  the  Aiabania  Territory,  specifying  ibe 
price  at  which  said  lands  have  bees  sold,  and  sueh 
other  informaiioi  lis  ppaaesaion 

telatiTe  to  said  re 

The  eo|frossed  of  Tbomai  B. 

FBrisb  ;  Ibe  epgr  elief  of  Sain- 

uelB,  Harper;  :  1   bill  fpr   the 

incorporation  of  iking  a  bridgs 

across  the  Easier  wiweeo  BIst- 

eoib  aod  Twelfi  shiogMn.  oUfj 

were  severally  re  ad  p«a^^. 

The  House  h«  the  orders  of 

the  day— 

The  bill  providjqg  for  tbie  pHyswuaf  MfUia 
bills  d/awn  by  General  ArMMriMittafavM  of  iha 
William  Mergao,  &a^  uidar  iba  tuujr  wbh. 
Fraoca,  nasMd  ibrongb  a  ComouitM  of  xkm 
Whaie,  and  baJiiB  esplaisad.  aod  aonwrled  bf 
Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  w»a  ordHva  Io  ba  m- 
grosted  foe  a  third  readiag. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ofMaltrom  Ball,  of  Ibe 
KonherD  Neck  of  Virginia,  allowiog  him  foar- 
tecn  hundred  dollars  for  a  bouse  destroyed  by  (be 
British  during  the  war,  in  consequence  of  its 
baring  been  occupied  by  our  troops,  passed 
ibrotjgh  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
IRISH  SETTLEBS  IM  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  Ci^Qwn  eubmiiied  the  followikg  resolu- 
lion,  to  wit: 

SUmhti,  That  ills  eipediaBt  to  anibaiAKlhaBK. 
retary  of  the  Treaaoiy  V>  deaiguala.aAd  Mtapail— r- 
towiMlupt,  ewh  of  MX  mitaa  aqqaxa,  in  the  fHMe  e( 
lllijw^  east  of  the  miUtvy  hoimty  Isoda,  escb  al(«- 
nate  saotion  thereof  to  ba  aettled  by  MBigrents  ften 
Iicland,  and  sold  to  tbept  at  two  dollars  p«f  acre,  t» 
be  paid  by  three  inttakquila,  a*  follow*,  to  wU :.  one- 
thinl  part  thereof  at  (he  wd  of  ibai  jeara;  am*  ethar, 
third  part  tbareoC  at  the  ead  of  eight  jtan;  aodlhe 
reiidae  thereof  at  the  eitd  of  twidte  years  freot  the 
daj  of  aale,  with  intereet  on  the  eaid  i«*attl  Muna; 
Prmdtd, 

FhsL  That  the  said  Becretary  of  the  Treasurr 
may,  aad  it  aball  be  bi*  duly  to,  r^ect  alt  applicathmt 
of  ancb  eaiigiBDts,  for  tbe  lands  aforesaid ;  unleaa  Ibe 
appKcant*  aball  hsTo  been  aatiafactorilj  recoinnwnded 
e«  moral  and  indostHous  men. 

Secondly.  That  no  contraot  shall  be  made  with  any 
eiaigiant  as  aforesaid,  nuleaa  be  engage  to  inprove  at 
least  twenty  of  eadi  hundred  acrea,  te  be  tramferTed 
a>  aforesaid ;  and  also  to  erect  a  anitable  dweUing- 
bonse  and  b«m  tbneon. 

-  Thirdly.  That  no  coBtrael  shall  be  binding  npoa 
tbe  United  Statea,  nor  title  vest  in  any  emigrant  aa^ 
Dei,  ontil  he  shall  have  made  the  aetHanent  and  in- 
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tiODi  of  MUleroent,  impioTeniciit,  or  pcjiMnl,  riitU 
not  haT«  bean  fnUj  complied  niUi.  at  Iha  espiMtkw 
of  tha  term  of  twslva  jeui  from  the  data  at  nch 
ccmtiact,  Iha  uid  pnmiBci  m  forfeitrd  iball  leyait  to 
the  United  Suiat ;  and  the  Secteiv;  of  the  Traai- 
1117  ahall  can*!  iha  aaina  to  be  told  for  the  benefit  of 
the  eaid  Uoited  Statei ;  Protddtd,  neerrHulat,  That 
ID  all  eaaea  nhera  pajment  in  put  ihall  haTe  been 
made,  the  111111  ei  (um*  lO  paid,  iball  be  lefanded  u 
■neb  einifTant,  or  hii  hein. 

Suohtd,  That  a  commhlee  be  appointed  and  io' 
•traeted  to  prapara  and  leporl  «  bill,  amferaciiic  the 
■■lr)cct  matter,  and  in  pmanaaca  of,  the  fereiaiBi  inl 
naolntioQ. 

The  question  w»  iben  laken.  Will  the  Hoom 
now  proceed  10  consider  the  said  molution  1  and 
determined  io  the  negatiTe  bf  a  large  majoritr. 

MUSOmtl— TBBmTOBUL  GOVEBNMBNT. 

Mr.  Ro^BBTsOH,  of  Eennc^Ti  otktri  for  eoD- 
sideraiion  the  folloviof  reeolMion : 
Retohed,  That  a  committee  be  appdUled 


gOTemmetit  In  that  pait  of  the  new  Tenitorr  of  Mie- 
aoari,  l^lng  aonth  of  tbirtj-aii  degraea  and  thir^  mb- 
atei  north  latitode,  which  la  called  the  Aikaimaa  eonn- 
trj,  and  whjdi  i«  not  ineiaded  hi  *e  pi^eiad  boaa- 
dir<r  of  the  pToieeted  State  of  Miiaoari,  by  the  bU 
■ewhefiietfeHonae,  fcr  the  nupeee  of  «rtiUidiiiiK 
■  State  RaxenmeiU  iik  part  of  the  Twritotr  of  Mia' 
■eoi,  and  thai  Oa  aaid  oaaaniillea  have  l«*elp  nyott 
fajbill,  uolhenriaa. 

Mr.  R.  ezjdained  brleflr  ^^  objeat  of  bia  mo- 
ifOD.  There  beiny  everf  reaeon  to  expect  that 
the  people  of  the  Terriiorf  of  Mieaonri  would  be 
authorized,  at  the  prvsent  sewion,  to  tono  a  eon- 
AiluiioD  of  %ate  governmmi,  and  with  eertaia 
linrited  boandariee,  the  whole  Teitiiory  beingioo 
exiensJTe  to  be  incliided  wjibin  one  Stale;  that 
part  of  the  Territory  not  included  within  the 
limiti  of  ibe  Slate,  would  at  coerte  have  occa- 
sion for  a  aeparueT^rriiorlal  government,  which, 
M  in  (he  ceae  of  the  admiMJoti  of  Misiisiippi  in- 
to ibf  Uoitn,  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  Tei- 
filoty  of  Alabama.  But,  if  his  expectation  wu 
dnappointedj  and  an  aet  should  not  paaa  at  the 
preieat  seuion  10  Rnihorne  the  people  of  Mis- 
MUri  to  foTBi  a  Stale  goTerniDenl,  it  was  yet 
necessary  ibot  a  separate  Territorial  goTemntent 
(hould  be  ntabtisbed.  This  Territory,  which 
was  likely  10  become  io  time  one  of  the  mo«t 
popola«a  Teiritoriea  in  the  Union,  waa,  froai  its 
TCHMlencM  from  the  preaentseu  of  OoTeromenl, 
altnoM  without  either  law  or  govern tnaut. 

Mr.ScoTT,  of  MJBsourl,  said  he  did  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  resolulion  ;  on  ibe  conitary,  had  he  a 
Toie  to  gire,  it  would  be  for  its  adaption.  He 
was  not  sensible  that  any  rents rbs  he  was  capable 
of  making  would  have  any  influence  on  the  Tote 
of  the  House,  but  he  rose  lest  his  silence  might 
be  construed  into  an  opposition,  which  he  did  not 


intend ;  and  to  repel  any  infeieuee  that  might  b« 
drawn  thai  he  had  neglected  his  duty  to  a  part  of 
his  conttitnenit,  in  not  beiaff  >he  morer  of  the 
jHopoaiiivn.  He  had  intended  to  introdoce  a 
leeolution  of  a  similar  cbaiscter,  so  aoon  as  he 
ahonid  receive  from  the  Legislature  of  tha  Ter- 
ritory a  tnetnorial  praying  tor  the  erection  of  a 
Bute  in  the  northern  section  of  the  Territory, 
lOffctber  with  a  certified  copy  of  t  be  census  of  the 
wEoW  Territory,  which  be  was  in  the  daily  ez- 
peclalionof  receiving.  This  data  had  not  yet 
arrived,  and  he  fell  a  rslnctance.  in  tbe  preaa  of 
bus mev  before  the  House,  to  pteaenC,  voluntarily, 
a  proposition,  even  for  the  eoaiidcraiion  of  the 
House,  without  baring  good  authority,  or  sove 
leading  reason  10  justify  him.  He  knew,  how- 
ever, that  the  siioatioB  of  that  portion  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, removed  four  or  five  hundred  miles  from 
(be  seat  of  Territorial  goveroineot,  called  loodlf 
for  tbp  interposition  of  the  General  Qorernment. 
Tbey  were  not  uofrequenlly  without  a  comp^ 
lency  of  civil  and  toiliiary  officers  to  administer 
justice,  or  keep  order  in  Ibe  country;  and  al- 
though be  was  not  in  possession  of  tbe  census  of 
(be  Territory,  or  any  petition  from  the  people  of 
ihu  part  of  11,  yet  be  was  cgnvioced  that  the 
quantity  of  tbe  population,  and  its  respectability, 
jusilfled  tbe  request;  and  believing,  as  he  did, 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  tbe  people,  and  knowiDg 
it  was  their  interest  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  oonaidar  (be  reaolaiion  pramatore,  hot  that  it 
would  be  adopted. 

Tbe  motion  was  then  agreed  to,wiib<rat  oppo- 

aitioii )  and  Messrs.  Rohktsoh,  Sbiobbb,  aad 

JoKia,  were  appolaled  tba  said  committee. 

PABSENGER  SHIP& 

Tbe  hill  to  r^alaie  passenger  ahipe  and  rea- 

sels  came  next  in  order. 

Mr.  NawTOK  explained  the  neeeaaity  of  this 
bill  and  the  nature  of  its  prorisiene.  The  great 
object  of  it  was,  he  said,  to  give  to  those  who  go 
and  come  in  passenger  vessels,  a  security  of  suf- 
ficient food  and  convenience.  In  consequence  of 
the  anxiety  to  emigrate  from  Europe  to  this  cotiD- 
try,  (he  captains,  sure  of  a  freight,  were  careless 
of  taking  the  neeeaaary  quantity'  of  provisions, 
or  of  restricting  the  number  of  passengers  to  the 
oonTeoienoe  which  their  ships  afforded.  To  show 
hov  neceacary  such  a  bill  as  this  had  become,  one 
or  two  facts  would  suffice.  In  thmyear  1SI7,  five 
thousand  persons  had  sailed  for  this  coanir^  from 
Antwerp,  Ac.,  of  whom  one  tbotteand  died  on 
the  passage.  In  one  instance  a  captain  had  sailed 
from  a  port  on  that  coast  with  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  passengers.  On  his 
voyage  be  put  into  the  Texel,  previous  to  doing 
wbicfa  four  hundred  had  died.  After  being  on 
the  passage  to  our  shores,  before  the  vessel  ar- 
rived at  Pbiladelphia,  three  hundred  more  had 
died.  The  remainder,  when  the  vessel  reached 
Newcastle,  were  in  ■  very  emaciated  state  from 
want  of  water  and  food,  from  wbicb  many 


(olnie  neceesity  of  proviaioas  etich  s 


o  show  the  ab- 
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thia  bill.  Tbe  bill  Kstricted  Ibe  Damber  of  pa»- 
acDgen  to  two  for  ever^  fire  toni'  harden  of  tbe 
recsel.  Id  Great  Britaio,  foraiirlr,  bat  one  had 
been  alloved  lo  ererv  G?e  ion« ;  but  now.  oae  to 
everf  tbree  iodb.  The  committee  bad  becD  of 
opinion  (hat  the  seals  of  one  to  every  two  tons 
and  a  balf  would  afford  every  aecesrarjr  accom- 
modation. With  regard  lo  ibe  oibet  sectiaos  of 
the  bill,  tbey  were  generallr  Bimilar  to  those  of 
Ibe  act  respecting  Beameo,  by  which  a  captain  is 
obliged  lo  uke  on  board  a  certain  qnantitjr  of 
water  and  bread  for  each  Beaman  employed. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  it  was  dt- 
dtred  to  be  engroned  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  regulating  pentions  next  passed  ibTougb 
the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Nelson  slated  the  object  of  tbe  bill 
to  be  10  protect  the  QoTetnment  from  imposition. 
He  knew  of  many  men  receiving  pensions  for 
wonnda  received  in  ibe  lale  war,  who  had  whoUf 
recovered  of  those  wounds,  and  were  as  hale, 
hearty  men  as  any  in  the  community,  dtc. 

After  some  debate  between  Messrs.  Nelson 
and  Mills,  respecting  an  amendment  proposed 
by  the  former,  and  an  UDsuccessfnl  motion  by 
Mr.  W.  P.  Maclat  to  recommit  the  bill,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reiding. 

Thdbbdat,  December  17. 

Anoibet  member,  lo  wit;  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Stbphbh  D.  Miller,  appeared  and  took  liia 
scat. 

Mr.  Hdqh  NsLBoti,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judieiaty,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  mAr- 
sbal  and  dislrici  attorney  of  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  tbe  clerk  of  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  said  Sute;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honae  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  Hbhan  A llbm, containing • 
notification  of  the  resigiuiiion  of  his  aeai  in  laia 
House,  as  one  of  the  rapiesenuiivea  from  the 
Sute  of  TermoDt,  which  wa*  ortlered  (o  lie  on 
the  uUe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anobbson,  of  Kentucky, 
be  appointed  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 10  the  place  at  Mr.  Allbm,  resicned. 

Tne  Spbakbr  aim  laid  before  tbe  House  a  let- 
ter from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
statements  rendered  In  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  tbe  4th  of  April  kst,  in  tek- 
tion  to  the  ezpeaditDre  of  the  several  appropria- 
tions heretofore  made,  lo  rewud  ibe  officers  and 
crew*  of  certain  public  armed  veesels  for  ci^tares 
made  by  them  daring  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  ibe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
House  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  fay  him 
tinder  the  eighth  seciion  of  tbe  act  of  the  31st  of 
April,  1606,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  n^ust- 
iog  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  Terri- 
loiy  of  Orleans  and  distriei  of  Louisiana;'  to 


the  several  boards  of  eommitsioners,  appointed 
under  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  180^  for  tbe 
ascertaiains  and  adjasting  the  titles  aod  claims 
to  land  within  the  aforesaid  Territories." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoBNson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Commitiee  of  Ways  and  Means  ware  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  lost  Treasury  notes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbdobioks,  the  Committee 
oo  the  Pnblic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
inio  the  expediency  of  so  amendinz  the  act  to 
enable  tbe  ^ople  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to 
form  a  conslilution  and  Stale  goretnment  as  to 
authorize  the  sdeclion  of  lands  granted  to  tbe 
Stale,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  their  seat  of  gov- 
einmeni,  in  quarter  sections  and  fractions,  or 
parts  of  fraclioni,  and,  if  necessary,  in  contiguous 
townships,  IS  ihe  Legislature  of  the  Stale  may 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silbbbb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  lo  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  goods  on  which  tbe 
duty  has  been  paid  to  be  transported  coistwise.  to 
one  or  more  diotricEs  within  the  United  Statea, 
without  loss  of  debenture. 

On  maiioo  of  Mr.  Serobant,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  iniirucied  to  inquire 
whether  any.  and  what,  further  powers  are  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  acconnting  oKcers  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  to  settle  and  adjust  accounts  of  long 
standing,  where,  from  loss  of  vouchers  or  otbei 
known  cause,  no  additional  evidence  can  be 
expected. 

The  eng  _  .    , 

military  peosicners  was  read  s  third  time. 

Hr.  RiOB  moved  w  recommit  the  bill,  with  a 
view  10  amend  it  so  as  to  reconcile  some  of  iia 
provisioDi  with  existing  laws  on  tbe  sulrieet  of 
pensions,  with  which,  he  thought,  as  tbe  biil  now 
stood,  they  were  inconsistent. 

Mr.  Tatlob  seconded  the  motion,  and  stated 
particular  cases  of  exceptions  to  any  general  pro- 
viaioDs  on  this  sutgect,  which  appeared  to  him  to 
reauire  a  revision  of  this  bill. 

The  question  was  ihen  uken  on  recommitment, 
and  decided  in  ibe  affirmative. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  passenger  shipa 
and  vessefs ;  the  engrossed  bill  directing  the  pay* 
meni  of  certain  biHs  drawn  by  General  Arm- 
strong  in  favor  of  William  Mormn ;  and  tba 
engroued  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Matlrom  Ball, 
were  sevenlly  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  joint  eommiltce,  on  the 
sutueet  of  ihe  public  printing,  made  report,  wbicb 
Wis  read  and  ihe  resolution  therein  contained, 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Bttobed,  Thitwhenanyprintiof  isdonsibyviitne 
of  a  joint  rule  or  renlntion  of  Uia  two  Houms,  tbo 
Secretary  of  tbe  SeuU  end  Cluk  of  the  House  t£ 
Beprcaentatives,  jointlj,  and  when  ordered  by  eitliei 
Honae,  tba  Secietaij  and  Cleik  rsapeetively,  be  SH- 
tborisad  and  reqnired  to  employ  such  printer  or  print- 
ers ■■  will  most  expedite  ils  ezecation  and  dehvciy, 
and  allow  him  oi  them  the  aama  prices  now  allowed 
to  Iha  piinlei  employed  bj  the  ssid  Secrstarj  sad 
Clerk,  giving  the  latter  the  Reference,  when  it  be  prao- 
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tietUe  U>f  him  to  ezecste.  and  dtUioi  it  h  wob  w  it 
cut  tw  doB*  by  utj  otliw  printer  or  pdnlcti. 

CASE  ov  an,ES  kbllogki. 

Tbe  HoDse  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
Ifeofthe  Whole,  00  (be  report  of  the  Commiltee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Giles  Kellogg. 

This  is  ■  cise  io  which  Captain  Kellogg^  with 
a  compntir  of  volanieus,  enteted  the  service  of 
theUaCted  States, oq  theNew  YorkfTDaiier.and, 
in  the  coarse  of  the  campalga  of  1312-13,  sus- 
tiiaed  iossta  of  clotbiag,  Ac„  by  coDseqaeace  of 
a  precipitate  reirekt  ordered  by  Colonel  Forsvth, 
on  the  iDTasioQ  of  Ogdeosbarg,  in  February,  1813, 
and  bya  sabiequent  retreaifrota  Horse  Islaa(I,in 
Uar,  1813:  This  clothing  being  their  pfirate 
propertf,  ihejr  claim  iDdenuiification  for  it*  Iom. 
The  Comiaitlee  of  Claims  report  ib&t,accordiag 
to  tbe  practice  of  the  Govemmeut,  the  petitioners 
are  not  entitled  to  relief;  and,  for  a  casein  point, 
refer  to  the  case  of  Comiaodore  Barney's  flotilla 
men,  to  whom  Congress  refused  indemalfication 
for  the  loss  of  clouii^,  occasioned  bv  blowing 
Up  lh«  floUllft  in  the  Patnxent,  by  oraer  of  the 
commanding  officer. 

Mt.  Lawteb,  of  New  York,  moved  to  reverse 
(hia  report,  sod  sapported  his  motion  by  a  long 
argument,  founded  on  tbe  genecal  prbeiples  oT 
equity,  and  supported  by  analogiee  derived  from 
oiner  cases,  in  which  Congress  Sad  made  indem- 
niflcatiooa  for  losses  of  private  property,  occa* 
lioned  by  tbe  operations  of  war.  The  private 
property  of  these  volunteers,  he  argued,  did  not 
bacome  public  property  by  their  vol uo leering 
their  services,  in  the  trving  period,  in  defence  of 
their  country  J  and  the  loss  of  it  being  occasioned 
by  the  orders  of  officers  under  whoae  command 
they  wetv  placed,  and  by  no  fanlt  of  ibeirs,  buir 
Ttth«r  from  a  devotion  to  duty,  ought  to  be  com- 
pensated  by  ihe  Government. 

Mr.  WiLLiAUa,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Clnims,  defended  the  reporL    Whatever  Con- 

J;resa  might  think  projier  to  do  in  such  a  cos^ 
rom  motives  of  generosity,  tbe  petitioner  and  hi* 
compnny  had  no  claim,  either  in  law  or  equity, 
on  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  To 
sastain  this  position,  Mr.  W.  entered  iota  an  ar- 
gument on  the  principle  and  the  laws  of  the  case. 
Hr.  W.  also  objected  to  tbe  evidence  in  this  cose, 
and  deprecated  tbe  number  of  claims  of  this  de- 
■oription  pressed  upon  theconsideratiQa  of  Con- 
gcess,  wilnont  an^  better  fonndaiion  than  the 
wisfaes  of  the  petitioners. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Storbb,  W11.LUMS,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
I^WYES,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  mouon  to 
Teverse  the  report,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative — 
]waB  43. 

Tb«  Commitiea  haviag  repotted  its  dcciuoa  to 
lb«  HJoqee,  affirming  tbe  report^after  an  DDMie- 
OMaf^l  motioB  to  recommit  the  report  10  tike  Com- 
m>lieeofCUu>*(negattved,6&to63)tbeqBeilii 
was  propoeed  ob  oonourring  in  the  report. 

Ur.  Stobrs  tpoke  against  the  report,  and  eo 
landed,  in  >he  eo«r*e  of  hie  ugamest,  that,  with- 
(MiappealingMaUloibegeaeroiiiyof  OoDgr«s^ 
ISthCoH.  SdSass.— 14 


this  claim  Mia  AtUy  msluMd  no  Aa  principlea 
ofiuslice. 

Mr.  LivERUou  and  Mr.  Tbbht  also  spoke  on 
the  Eubjecii  when  the  quesiicm  woe  taken,  and 
the  report  bnaliy  concurred  in. 


Fain  AT,  December  16, 

Tha  SrEjiKBB  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representative! 
oflne  Territory  ef  Missouri,  in  tbe  name  and  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  tbe  said  Territory,  praying 
that  they  may  be  permitted  to  form  a  conslitutian 
and  State  government,  with  the  boundaries  de- 
scribed in  said  petition  j  and  admitted  into  tha 
Union  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original 
States..— Referred. 

Mr.  Shiih,  of  hbryland,  from  the  Commines 
of  Way*  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Bickley  and  of  Catharine  Clark,  admia- 
istratiis  of  John  Clark,  deeeued ;  which  wa  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole. 

Mr.E___    _     _  ,.  _. „ 

priatioDs  for  the  support  of  Ihe  Navy  of  the  U 
ted  States,  for  the  year  1819:  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Suitb,  of  Mary- 
land, that  the  House  reconsider  the  vole  taken 
vesterday,  to  concur  in  the  resolution  contained 
In  the  report  made  by  the  joint  commillee  on  the 
public  printing;  and  the  question  being  taken  to 
reconsider  the  said  vote,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  the  report  was  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee by  which  the  same  was  made. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  hill  relating  to  duties  on  foreign 
merchandise,  were  discharged,  and  the  said  bill 
was  postponed  indeGnitely. 

The  House  resolved  iiself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Baker,  and  the  tegol  rep- 
resentatives of  Peter  TrouiUel,  and  on  the  blU 


Gnl  mentioned  bill,  and  reported  the  utal  without 
ameuilmeni.  which  was  ordered  10  be  engrossed 
and  reed  a  third  time. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter 
from  the  Seotetaiy  of  the  Treasury,  iransmittiitg 
tundrv  statements  relative  to  the  mteroai  duttea 
and  direct  tax,  as  requited  by  the  33d  section  01 
tbe  act  of  the  22d  July,  1813  ;  which  wasordeted 
to  lie  oa  the  table. 

The  SPBAKUt  alto  laid  before  tha  House,  ano- 
thei  letter  from  the  Becrctarr  of  tbe  Treaaury, 
Iraasmiliing  a  autemeat  of  lands  aold  northw«st 
of  the  river  Ohio,  the  purchase  UMsey  of  which 
has  DcK  been  fully  paid,  and  of  moaeys  received 
for  said  lands,  and  m  tbe  tuma  now  due,  together 
with  a  descripuon  of  baak  paper,  which  has  been 
received  and  la  still  leecivaUa  fca  tbe  aanei 
Which  WM  alM  oidetai  to  lie  oa  iIm  laUc. 
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dote  <^  Ma—acluuelU. 


DiciMan,  18tfi. 


MABBAOHDBBTTS'  CLAIM. 

Tbe  Speaker  baring  wiled  orer,  amoDg  ib« 
orderi  of  the  i*j,  the  bill  proTidiDK  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Manachucelte, 
for  ezpeoses  iucDrred  by  her  miliiia  dariog  the 
late  war- 
Mr.  MiaON,  of  MaMacbosetts,  roM,  Bud  beg 
tbe  iadu1geDC«  of  the  House,  that  the  order  o. 
Aty  might  be  pasted  for  the  present.  He  made 
this  motion  at  ihe  request  of  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing  the  delegation  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
cbnsetls,  who  bad  been  initructed  respeetiDg  the 
olaim.  Tbe  Legislature  of  the  Siaie  would  be  in 
•enion  early  in  the  month  of  January  next,  and 
tbe  delegation  were  desirous  of  reeeiring  further 
documents  and  comrannications  relative  to  the 
claim  prior  to  its  diicussion;  but  he  hoped  that, 
in  lh«  course  of  the  sesaioo,  tbe  aubject  m'  ' ' 
ba  brought  up,  and  receiTe  a  fall  and  ftir 
emaion. 

Ur.  MiLi.a,  of  Matsaehatetta,  made  a  few  re- 
mark* to  tbe  same  effect- 
Mr.  FoLOBR,  of  MasEacbQietts,howeTer,  moved 
that  the  Hoase  reiolre  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  mbjecl. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  that  motion, 
tbe  House  decided  as  follows:  For  going  into 
enmmiitce  73,  against  it  63. 

The  House  having  accordingly  TeiolTed  itself 
into  a  Gommitlee  orthe  Whole, and  the  bill  bav- 
ing  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker}  rose  (o  make  a  motion 
that  the  Committee  should  rise.  He  was  per- 
suaded, he  said,  that  the  House  could  not  have 
beard  what  had  been  stated  by  the  honorable  sen- 
tleman  (Mr.  Mason)  who  was  chairman  orthe 
committee  which  had  reported  this  bill,  or  it 
would,  on  the  present  oecasioo,  have  exercised 
the  couTtesf  osuallr  shown  to  every  chairman  of 
a  commillee  who  reports  a  bill,  of  choosing  his 
own  time  for  calling  it  op.  It  mi^ht  be  proper 
for  him  (0  sTste.  Mr.  C.  said,  that  his  opinion  on 
this  aobject  did  not  differ,  probablf,  from  that  of 
those  geoiteroen  who  bad  chosen  to  go  into  com- 


,  .  ._^l  DOW  10  go  into  a  Commitieeof  the  Whole 
on  the  subject;  that  he  wished  to  have  farther 
eommunicatioo  with  the  government  of  the  Slate 
OD  the  subject;  and  that  nc  hoped,  in  ibe  course 
of  the  session,  to  bring  the  subject  lullv  and  fairly 
before  the  House,  he  thought  it  harmy  possible, 
had  his  remarks  been  heard,  that  the  discussion 
of  the  subject  would  be  pressed  against  his  wishes. 
With  regard  to  the  merits  of  this  claim,  Mr.  C. 
coDlinned,  he  would  only  say,  thai  whea  tbe  facts 
were  all  before  the  House,  and  the  question  open 
for  diocusslon,  geuilemeD  would  find  him  as  de- 
cided in  his  opinion,  and  as  firm  in  mainlaioiDg 
It,  as  any  other  opponent  of  the  claim.  But,  he 
aaid,  a  certain  degree  of  liberality,  of  courtesy,  of 
«alm  deliberatiou  on  this  subject,  was  due  from 
Utc  Hooae,  do  !«••  to  iiaelf  than  to  the  Bute 
wboae  claiBt  weia  tbe  anl^t  of  cooaldcratiiHi. ' 


He  hoped,  when  gentlemen  were  ready,  however, 
thev  would  enter  into  a  full  and  fair  discussion 
of  the  question.  Holding  the  opioions  he  did,  he 
should  not  fail  to  express  them  at  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity. But,  if  the  discussion  were  now  to  pro- 
ceed, and  the  question  to  be  decided,  gentlemen 
would  have  an  occasion  for  sayinc  that  they  were 
hurried  into  the  discussion :  that  itiey  were  taken 
by  surprise;  they  might,  if  he  were  allowed  to 
introduce  a  forensic  term  to  explain  his  meaning, 
say  that  the  decision  of  the  House  was  a  snap 
'-'  ;meDt,  rendered  without  aa  examination  of 


Jndgmi 


fence,  or  lime  given,  &c.  He  hoped,  thero- 
fore,  the  Committee  might  rise,  to  give  toe  gea- 
tlemen  iu  favorof  the  claim  lime  to  prepare  lluia- 
selves  for  the  discussion. 

Mr.  CiupnELi.,  of  Ohio,  said  that  be  hid  voted 
for  ^ing  into  Committee  on  this  subject,  nndei 
Ibe  impression  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  gentl»- 
men  who  were  in  favor  of  Ihe  claim  '*  "■ 


into  its  merits.    But,  not  faaviaj 

eenilen  .       __ 

aviagnowstated  them, 


beard  the  remark*  of  the  gentleman  who  report 


tag 
tted 


be  had  no  hesiution  in  voting  for  ihe  Committee 
to  rise.  He  wished  the  question  should  not  ba 
settled  until  every  specie*  of  proof  on  Ihe  subject 
was  in  possestiou  of  ihe  House,  because  he  wished 
ihe  decision  ahontd  be  such  as,  when  made,  ahonld 
be  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  TALLHaDUE,  of  NewTork,  said,  as  he  had 
been  a  member  of  Ibe  committee  who  reported 
this  bill,  and  bad  voted  to  proceed  in  tbe  disciu- 
sion,  be  thought  it  proper  to  rise  on  this occisIob, 
lest,  if  silent]  his  views  might  be  misconceived 
With  reiipect  to  tbe  courtesy  due  to  Ihe  genllfr 
man  from  Massachusetts,  and  to  tbe  State  he 
represented,  Mr.  T.  said  he  entirely  reciprocated 
the  sentiments  of  tbe  honorable  Speaker.  But,  aa 
'  e  report  of  the  committee  in  this  case,  if  not 
!ted  00  at  the  present  session,  might,  and  per- 
haps would,  be  addcictd  hereafier  as  an  argument 
in  favor  of  the  claim ;  and,  as  be  thought  ii  prob- 
able this  subject  would  not  again  come  before  tbe 
House  at  the  present  session,  he  should  lake  thi* 
~  porluniiy  to  state,  that  the  report  made  on  tbii 
iject  by  the  commiitee  was  considered  as  a 
tement  of  the  case  in  behalf  of  MassachusetU^ 
up  by  herself,  as  it  was  in  fact  by  her 


mediate  representative,  to  make  a  siatcmeni  of 
her  own  ease,  in  her  owb  way.  On  the  question 
committee  to  accept  that  report,  Mr.  8.  said, 
;re  was  a  minority;  and  he,  for  one,  took  thit 
occasion  to  say  that,  had  the  discussion  of  lbi> 
claim  now  gone  on,  and  if  it  should  recur  at  the 
preseoi  session,  there  was  a  variety  of  collateral 
documents  relating  to  the  history  and  merit  of 
rhese-claimv,  which  be  was  ready  and  felt  ii  hia 
duty  to  urge  in  argument  in  opposition  to  allow- 
ing tbem.  Desiring,  however,  to  cultivate  har- 
mony in  the  Union,  by  treating  every  Siata  in  it 
with  due  respect,  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
diseosaion  now.  Takiag  this  opportunity,  then, 
a*  ibe  only  one  ha  might  ever  have,  lo  pioteal 
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kgiJDit  thfl  report  of  the  oommittee  Keeompuy- 
in^  chit  bill  betng  conaidered  ii  (he  deliberate 
opiDioa  of  the  commiitce,  oi  hereafter  brotighi  in 
■■  aa  Brgument  in  fiTor  of  the  elaim,  being  in 
faet  the  moet  favorable  eiatement  that  a  part; 
iotereated  eoald  make  of  it,  he  waa,  for  the  rea- 
•on  before  auignei),  in  faror  of  the  Cointniltee's 

The  ijiiniioD  wai  then  Uken  oo  the  Commlt- 
tee**  rising,  and  decided  in  the  aCSrma tire. 

Mr.  NavTON,  of  Virginia,  to  order  to  iasare  to 
this  qoeitioD  a  coniidcration  doriDg  (he  preeeot 
aewioD,  propoted  (bat  (he  Comaii(tee  sboold  be 
refuted  leare  to  sit  again,  and  that  the  bill  ihoold 
be  referred,  (o  a  Coiomiitee  of  (he  Whole  on  (he 
atate  of  (he  nnioa,  which,  elwajri  baviag  prefer- 
BSee  of  other  orders  of  the  dap,  would  insure  iv 
being  taken  up  wheaerer  detlied  bf  the  ftiendi 
of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Obr,  of  MaaMchnietd,  oh]M(ed  to  thU 
eonrse,  a«  it  would  eubjeet  the  House  to  the 
•araeiacODTenienceai  they  bad  jntteipwieneed; 
that  of  being  called  upon  to  act  on  ina  anhject 
before  the  delegation  might  be  prepared  to  take 
it  up,  Ac. 

Mr.  PtTKiH,  of  Connecticut,  objected  to  it  for 
a  different  reaion.  If  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
Ibe  Whole  on  the  lUte  of  (he  Union,  it  would  be 
made  (he  order  of  the  day  fof  ererf  day,  and 
migbt  be  called  up  and  decided  when  scarce  half 
the  House  was  pmeat. 

Oa  (he  r|uestion,  leave  was  giren  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  sit  again  on  the  biU. 

THADDEU8  MATHEW. 

TbcHoii^e  (hen  resolved  itself  into  a  CommU* 
tM  of  the  Whole  on  (he  bill  for  (he  relief  of 
Thaddeui  Mi^hew,  and  the  ac  com  panning  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims 

The  claim  of  the  pe(i(iouer  in  this  cBi 

propertjr  used,  lost,  and  deKrofed  bf  the  Briliih 
armjr,  in  eoaaeqaenee  of  the  same  being  ns«d  a* 
batraeki,  and  for  places  of  miliUry  deposite  by 
the  United  States  troope,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 
ihouiand  eight  hundred  ninetr-eigbl  dollar*.  The 
eoiDmi((ce  uf  they  believe  the  QoTerDment  not 
bound  to  remunerate  (he  petitioner;  and,  if  it 
were  considered  so  bovud,  would  have  proteiled 
against  the  extravagance  of  the  charge*.  The 
committee  report  against  the  whole  claim,  there* 
fan,  with  the  exeeption  of  the  sum  of  Cl,398  for 
bed*,  bedding,  and  other  furniture  Uken  for  the 
t»a  of  the  United  Statea  Iroopa,  and  taken  or 
dexioycd  by  them.  For  the  pavmcot  of  this 
amonnt^a  eonmitiee  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  BoTLBK,  of  Loniaiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  to  as  to  allow  to  Mr.  Mayhew  the  whole 
ameant  of  hit  elaim ;  and  auppotted  bii  mttlion 
by  an  argument,  on  the  principle*  and  facta  of 
tha  ease,  of  considerable  length. 

An  extended  and  able  deMte  took  place  on  thi* 
motion,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  supported 
^  Messrs.  PontDBxraa,  Johnson,  of  Kentncky, 
Baldwin,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Bittlbr,  and 
oppMe4  by  Messrs.  WtLLima  and  MoCot. 

Tht  dcbata  neulted  in  agreeing  to  (be  motion 


of  Mr.  BuTLBB  t  and,  thus  amended,  the  bill  wa« 
raported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engroaa- 
ed  for  a  third  reading. 

Ht.  PoiNDBXTER  introduced  a  joint  resolve  for 
an  adjournment  from  Monday  next  to  Mondav 
week ;  which  was  negatived ;  and  the  Hoa*e  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  SI. 
Another  member,  to  wi( :  from  Mauacbnsettt, 
SoLOHDN  Stbono,  appeared  and  (ook  his  seaL 

Mr.  JoHNaoN,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  HaiMon  Callett,  a  surgeon  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  Sta(es,  praying  compcniadon  for  ■ 
uegro  slave,  who  was  drowned  while  attending 
him  a*  a  servant,  during  the  late  war  with  Qreat 
Britain. — Referred. 

Mr.  Cahpbbli.,  from  the  commi((ee  appointed 
an  the  lOlh  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
tmkiaff  the  fourth  csnans  or  enumeration  of  iha 
inhabitant*  ofthe  United  States  J  which  wasrM^ 
twiee,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  th* 
Whole. 

Mr.  MaioBAND,  from  the  committee  appointed 
OB  the  petition  of  John  Well*,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  H.  reported  a  bill  fbr 
the  relief  of  the  said  John  Welle,  which  m*  read 
twiee,  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tht 
Whole. 

Mr.  JoHBaoN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  a  bill  "  concerning  the  Milt* 
tary  Etubllshment  of  the  United  Slate*.**  [Thia 
bill  propose*  a  modification  of  parts  of  the  staff  of 
tha  Army,  wilhoat  reducing  ii.] 

The  bill  wa*  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN,  from  (he  same  committee,  made 
a  report  oo  the  petition  of  Patrick  Csllan,  which 
wa*  read  ;  when  Mr.  J.  r^rted  a  bill  for  (he  re- 
lief  of  the  said  Patrick  Callan,  which  was  read 
twice,  aud  committed  to  the  Comuittee  of  the 
Whole,  10  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton. 

Mr.  RoBBBTaoH.  from  the  select  ooi>imi((ee  ap- 
pointed  on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  eslablisfa- 
ing  a  separate  Territorial  goremment  for  tha 
southern  part  of  the  Territory  of  MisMuri ;  whieh 
twiee  read,  and  committed. 
a  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxtbb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Land*  were  instructed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  several 
laws,  to  prevent  waste  and  damage  on  the  public 
land*,  by  cutting  timber  (hereoo. 

The  Bpbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trat»mi(ling 
s(a(emen(e  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  dnriug  (he 
year  1817,  and  the  three  ars(  quarters  of  the  year 
1818,  which  were  intended  to  hare  accompanied 
the  annaal  report  on  (he  s (ale  of  (be  finances  i 
which  wa*  ordered  to  lie  on  (be  (able. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Montgomery,  de- 
~  lased,"  wa*  read  (he  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engroieed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddens 
Mayhew  wa*  read  a  third  (ime. 

Mr,  Stobbb,  OB  (he  groBBd  thai  ibt  avideBca 
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Mt^HhJDg  the  VftliM  of  ume  of  th«  kriidei  de- 
■Uoftd  wn  delMtivr,  ngved  te  rMommit  the 
bill  10  the  Committee  of  Claiai  to  re-ierctf  igate 
thU  point. 

Alter  a,  long  <l«b«(e  the  motion,  wu  agieed  to, 
and  the  bUJ  teoomniiled. 

A  mefsage  from  the  SeoAie  infatmeil  the  Hooee 
that  the  SeOKle  hsre  puted  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
■ct  for  the  relief  of  Major  Qeoeral  John  Stark," 
with  ameadmenla.  Tbef  bars  alio  paised  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  riz:  "An  net  to  provide 
for  the  das  execution  of  the  law*'  of  the  United 
Stele*,  withis  the  State  of  llliDoii;"  and  "Ad  act 
far  ih*  relief  of  Lonis  and  Aatoine  Dequiodre  i" 
in  which  anodmentsBAd  bills  they  ask  theaon- 
cwraoee  of  this  House. 

The  ameadmenta  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Major  Geaeral  John  Stjuk,"  were 
read  and  eoncatred  in  by  the  House. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Seaaie,  entitled  "Ad  act  to 
proKide  for  the  dge  execaiion  of  tbe  lawe  of  the 
United  Siata*  within  the  Stale  of  Illinois,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committeaon  tha 
Jadicierr, 

Tbe  bill  from  tba  Senate,  eDtltLed  "Aa  let: 
the  relief  of  Louis  and  Antoine  Dequiodre,"  was 
read  twiee,  and  reArrad  to  the  Commiuee  of 
Way!  apd  Meaas. 

The  resoluiaD  fbr  a  temporary  adjoamtBeDl 
of  GoDgresi,  offered  od  Friday  last  by  Mr,  Pom- 
oiXTBB,  was,  on  motioD  of  Hr.  TAZLoa,  indcS- 
Ditely  paaipeasd. 

Tbe  House  ratolred  tuetrinto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  mi  tha  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezei 
Steveaa,  Lucrelia  Stevens,  late  Lvcraiia  Suds, 
and  others  ;  aad,  a&et  some  time  ipeat;  Ihereia, 
the  Commillee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again 
tbereoD. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appro 
priaiioBs  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  oC  tbe  Ubl> 
led  Slates  for  the  year  1819. 
Tbe  bill  includes  the  followiag  items: 
Pay  of  oOeeis  sad  ssaBien    -        ^,Vl(tfiU  M 

Prorisians Ui,037  U 

Hadiiw**  and  all  H^snssc  at  Mck  3S,I»0  00 
B^sirs  of  Tssssla  ...      aiW^OOQ  M 

Contingent  expenses  -  -  -  SW.OH  00 
BapaiMof  nwiyysiflstdocfcA.dH.  IW.OOO  00 
Gcsapletiag  iqsdals  and  swords  7,a«0  00 

Pay  and  snbsislaaceef  nwrine  caipa  112,898  00 
Oloibiag  tbe  ssBM  •  -  .  3,038  10 
Militaiy  stores  te  do.    >        -        -  1,087  M 

Contingent  eifepses    -       -  18,600  DO 

The  bill  msstbea  raported  to  the  Hsnsc)  aw 
ordaiad  to  be  eagroasad  for  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit 
taa  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for.tha  relief  of  Raah 
ner  and  Heatb- 

Tbe  claim  of  the  petitioners  in  this  ease  is  for 
Ihedesimeiioo  of  their  lepewklkatd  its  oonleDls, 
in  consequence  of  tbe  walk  ba*iag  been  employed 
in  the  maaiilaQlufa  of  oenlage  for  tbe  United 
SMtes,  aad  in  consequeiKa  of  the  carls  aod  boats 
employed  for  the  removal  of  their  sroperiy  hav- 
ios  beeik  pns*e4.by  ofihnrs  of  th«  Uoitad  Statet. 


The  Committee  of  Claiou  report  a  biU  for  the 
payment  of  ^19,803,  for  the  amoaat  of  eords<e 
destroyed;  tejealiiw  the  claioa  fc»  payment  w 
tbe  buildiag  barm  by  the  enemy. 

Ni.  WiuuAua,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed,  at 
coDsiderable  length,  the  priociple  of  the  bill,  aitd. 
moved  to  strike  out  ihe  first  section ;  which  di»- 
lion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McCor,  aooiher  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Claims  and  decided  in 
the  ncgalive. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House,  aid 
ordered  to  be  engnMsed  fora  third  reading. 

Tobbdat,  December  22. 

Mr.  HaNDRtCKB  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Jsmes  Dnfour,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  hii  asso- 
ciates, stating  that  a  short  time  past  be  weot  to. 
Ihe  land  office  in  ClDcinnati,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  ihe  payment  for  the  lands,  lying 
wiihin  the  State  of  ladiana,  heretofore  porchasea 
by  them  for  tbe  cultivation  of  the  vine ;  and  that 
'  ink  paper  which  he  offered  would  not  be  re- 
_ . .  1  in  coQ^eqaence  of  an  order  from  the  Trear 
sury  Department,  directing  the  receiver  aot  to 
receive  anything  in  payment  for  lands  except 
snecie,  or  notes  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States;, 
toat  he  is  unable  to  procure  either  wit hiD-  tba 
lime  prescribed  for  the  last  psyment,  and  that  if 
the  money  is  not  paid  by  the  first  of  January  next, 
the  lands  will  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Stales} 
and  praying  for  an  exteouon  of  credit  for  oite 
yesr  from  the  said  first  day  of  January  next,  or 
inch  other  relief  as  Congress  may  think  proper 
to  gram.— Rafaued  to  iba  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Comntiilaa 
of  Ways  and  Meao^  to  which  wa*  referred  iba 
bill  from  (he  Senate,  ealitled  "An  a«t  for  ibc  re- 
lief of  Lonis  sad  Aatoine  Dequiodre,"  reported 
the  same  wiiboui  amendmeni,  and  tbe  bill  w«a 
commiited  toe  Cocpmiiiee  of  the  Wholes 

Mr.  HcoH  NsLBOn,  from  the  Ctaamiltee  oft 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  fron 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
dne  execution  of  tbe  laws  of  the  United  Stales, 
within  the  State  of  lllloois,"  r 
without  ameadmem;  and  the  hi 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mf.  Hauihoiii  tbe  CommitUa' 
on  FensioBS  and  RevolBtieBary  Claims  wese  ia^ 
stiaeted  lo  iaiuire  into  the  expedtency  of  ffjutt? 
ing  a  pension  to  To^a-do-ehe  a  Seneaa  W'ar- 
rior,  attached  to  tbe  comoiafid  of  ^igadier  Qemf 
tal  McArthur,  and  who  was  wounded  in  aa. 
aaiion  with  the  enemy  «l  MBkolm?s  ItiUa,  io 
the  province  of  Uf^r  Cansda. 

AsuBg  the  petitions  this  day  piesekted,  was 
by  Mr.  Hbbsebt,  from  tbe  Koeksille  and 


Wasbingion  Turnpike  Company,  prayiog  (a  be 
empowered  to  make  that  pan  of  said  road  wbkh 
lies  between  the  line  of  the  Disiriet  and  the 


boundary  of  tbe  City  of  WasbiaglOQl  which  w 
referred  to  the  Committee  ea  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 
Ur.  Smitb,  of  Matyiand,  from  (be  Co^itiee 
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DiduinB,  1818. 


POitvat^Jahi  J.  Difour. 


H.ofB. 


Of  Waja  and  Bbun,  reptrted  a  bUt  making  ap- 
prapriBtioav  Cat  ibe  milHarr  mt  vioe  of  tbe  UniMd 
States  durin;  the  y«ar  181B,  aad  a  bill  for  the 
nlief«f  Wilbaa  Ooffin  andothoa;  wbtch  were 
twice  nad,  and  commitied. 

Ur.  Hkhbbbt,  from  the  CoKmittae  on  Ibe 
Disinet  of  Oolnmbin,  lejiorted  a  bill  lo  incarpo- 
taie  tbe  Preridoiit  Aiawiation  of  '<^eib  in  ibe 
teveral  depaKntentt  of  GoTernment  wilbin  the 
Dutriet  of  Columbia;  wbicbwat  twice  read,  and 
eemnitied. 


(be  Seeietny  of  Wat,  revpeciiiiK  ibe  alletaiiona 

Sopoied  10  be  made,  hj  a  bill  now  before  tbc 
ome,  in  tbe  UiJttary  dtablitbineac ;  Which 
waa  Mened  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  to 
whmn  the  bill  wai  referrad. 

Qo  tnotton  of  Hi.  Pbtbb,  tiw  Gaminiitea  for 
the  Diuiiel  of  CelEUBbia  were  fDatraeled 


ito  ihecxoedieDCfcuraiithoriziBgthaCot- 
n  of  the  Citj  of  WaahiDgton  to  open  and 


qmre 

poration 

use  as  a  way  Fonr-and-an-balf  street  west,  across 

the  Hall  in. tbe  said  eitj,  until  the  said  Mall  ttaj 

be  wanted  for  national  pnipbeet. 

Mr.  BcTLBB,  of  New  Hampshire,  sabinUted 
the  following  resolalioo : 

Raolved,  ThU  (he  ComiDittae  on  Kerolationarj 
Pensions  be  iiwtnicted  to  considet  die  eipediencj  of 
amending  ths  law,  of  the  Isst  seoion,  Bntitled  "An  set 
-to  provide  Sat  esrtalapanMis  aoKiged  in  the  Isnd  and 
Dwral^  esrrioe  of  the  iWtad  Stales,  in  the  Kerohitioii- 
arj  war,"  a^qprored  Mardt  IB,  1818,  so  as  to  enbiaca 
jfttoh  selffiew  as  rnjlftijl  n  engaged  for  e  less  term 
Oan  afne  menths,  aad  •«  the  seqoset  «f  the  eem- 


The  question  was  then  taken,  Will  the  Honse 
nffw  proceed  to  consider  the  shid  resointion? 
and  detennined  in  the  aegatire. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Kentuckr,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  auitioriztQg 
tbe  people  of  Micbigam  Territory  lo  elect  a^ele- 
gate  to  Congress,  anil  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  NsTal  serrice  of  tbe  Unitea  Blates,  for  tbe 
Teai  1819 ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Rennet  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  were 
Rad  a  third  lime,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  8«nat< 
for  conetrrreoee. 

EBEN.  8TETENS,  AND  0THBB8. 

The  House  then  lesolTed  liaelf  into  aCommil- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  tlie  velief  «f  Bbaa- 
caat  Stevens,  and  odwra. 

This  claim  is  of  dra  dale  of  17a5,aBd  isfonnd- 
ed  on  an  award  of  commissioners  anihoriaed,  by 
TesointioDB  of  Googreas,  to  examine  the  elaian  of 
Tench  Franks,  Comfort  Sands,  and  others,  than 
late  oontraetors  for  the  moriiig  array,  and  of 
Comfort  Sands  and  Co^  iben  late  MMianton  for 
the  post  al  West  Point  and  its  dependeveles,  for 
damage*  snsiaiaed  by  tbem,  framthe  taieBaper- 


intnndent  of  Fi^uee-haTing'&iled  to  iiiekegood 
tbe  stipulated  payments,  and  from  his  having 
witbdiawB  the  contracts.  The  award  was,  in 
1790,  reported  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to 
be  bmding  on  the  United  Slates,  to  the  araooat 
of  |B33,67S  for  the  first  eoskpany,  and  9^681  for 
the  lastmentisned  eempaity. 

The  documenlsonwfatcbthisaward  was  found- 
ed wer«  also  before  the  House,  and  were  all  read 
ihrongh. 
When  the  reading  of  the  docnmenis  was  fia- 


:ls«ra  to  ait  agMn. 

WanuBSnAT,  Deeembef  S3. 

Mr.  HotrrsTTER  presented  a  memorial  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  town  of  York,  in  fheSiaie 
of  PeoDsylTania,  stating  that,  notwithstanding 
the  act  probibiiing  Ihetmpoilalion  of  Glares,  per- 
sons of  color  hare  been  illegally  inlrodaced  int» 
[he  Uoited  Slates,  and  hare  been  seized  and  sold 
asslarcB,  by  virioe  of  tbe  Subsection  of  the  said 
act,  and  praying  the  iateiposilion  of  Congress  to 
prevent  the  said  practice. — Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  GO  moch  of  the  President's  Message  aa 
relates  to  ihe  illielt  introduction  of  «larei  into  the 
United  Slates. 

Ur.  Hebrioe  MosoHed  a  Boerootial  of  the  rep- 
Mteuaiives  of  ta«  IM^poas  Sooiety  of  Friends, 
in  Ibe  States  of  Ohto,  ladiua,  aad  iUinois,  ud 
Ike  a^jMeni  i^u  of  Pantasylrania  and  Tit^k, 
pFBfiDg  that  saboob  ntay  be  'osU^isfaed  wnOBg 
tfaa  Indians,  vsd  ^tfaat  -fiirtbet  neatiuras  tttay  be 
«iop«ed  for  their  GMliz)ni«n.-4eftmd  n  the 
Omirainee'm  TodJaa  ASairs. 

mt.  SHtra,  of  Maryland,  fyom  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  who  were  instructed  by  ie»- 
ohition  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing goods,  on  which  the  duty  has  been  paid  or 
secored,  to  be  trsusported  coastwise,  to  one  or 
mote  districts  Within  the  United  States,  without 
loss  of  debenture,  made  report;  which  was  read, 
aqd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tab^ 

Mr.SiUTK,  from  tbe  same  com mtitea,  repotted 
a  bill  to  increase  the  duly  oa  cotton  imported 
into  ihe  United  Stales,  and  to  piohibit  the «ll«ir- 
«nee  «f  drawback  on  tbe  exptafatiOKof  gtnpev- 
der;  wbidi  iras  read  twie^  aad  «enmmlad  to 
!a  Commitiee  of 'the  Whole. 

Dir.  SKitb  also  leponed  a  bill  tointhoriiEe  the 
payment,  in  oertaiti  eases,  on«aooilQt  ofTceasn- 
ry  notes  which  hare  been  lost«r  dcsHoyed }  whieh 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  ta-taotta^. 

J.  i.  DUFOUa,  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  PoiHoajTBR  laported,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Pablio  I^nds,  a  bill  to  otend.  Sat  the  term 
of  twelra  mDnihs,  the  time  allowed  le  J.  J.  Dd- 
fonr,  and  his  assoeiatea,  of  Venty,  Indiana,  for 
eonmleliag  the  payment  for  the  lands  parehasad 
by  them  Irom  the  United  States. 

On  this  bill  arose  a  debate,  whioh'whoUy  oeen- 
pied  the  House  until  the  nsnal  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment;  in  Ibe  eoane  of  wbioh  the  bill  was  so 
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smcnded  u  to  nake  tbe  cxIenrioD  for  six,  hii 
•of  twelremoDthi. 

Th«  debate  wn  more  eDimated  thsB  «t  the  flnt 
f  laaee  ooe  woold  hare  ezpeeied  rach  a  queilJon 
to  prodnce.  Tbe  pctllionen  iik  thfa  iDdalgeiiee, 
IwunM  Rueh  raoDe^  as  ther  have  tbe  receirer 
ofpablic  raooeya  will  not  take  from  them.  Tbe 
"bill,  tberefore,  was  supported  oa  various  erouods, 
«■  tbe  reasoDablenets  of  the  request,  aad  on  tbe 
merit  of  tbe  peiitioners,  on  wbom  a  higb  eulo^tm 
waa  proDOODced.  Tbe  bill  was  opposed  on  the 
moeral  ground  of  tbe  ineipedieacf  of  making  a 
3is«rimination  between  these  claimant*  and  other 

fitilioners.  Messrs.  Poindettkb,  Hirkimh. 
iTLOB,  Hehuricks,  Tbimbli,  Mbbobb,  ana 
Bbbchbb,  lapported  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Wii^ 
LUiia  of  N.  (Jarolina,  Siukinb,  Millb,  Stokhb, 
-MoCoT,  Sbrobakt,  and  Dsaat,  opposed  it. 

The  queaiion  on  oidering  the  bill  to  a  tbird 
reBdinc  baviog  been  taken  by  feas  and  nays,  was 
deeidedin  the  affirmative — jreas  73,  nsfs  67,  as 
.  follows : 

Tbai — Hesara.  Abbot,  Aduna,  Anderson  of  Ken* 
tndtj,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Obio,  Batamu,  Bajl^, 
Bsacbar,  BelUnger,  Bloomfleld,  Boden,  Bnfler  of  Lod- 
Isisns,  Campbell,  CIsgett,  Comttod,  Cmgsr,  Ellicott, 
Tlojd,  Fnller,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Heriiimer,  Har- 
llck,  Heiiter,  Hitdicock,  Halmsa,  Hosleltei,  Hnbbard, 
Hauler,  Irrioc  of  New  Toifc,  Johnson  of  Eentncky, 
lonei^  Kirdind,  Lswrer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  McLean  of 
Illinois,  Msrchiind,  Maaon  of  MsasulinseUa,  Mercer, 
Ueirill,  Robert  Moore,  Moaehr,  H.  Nelaon,  Neabitt, 
QgU,  Palmer,  Panott,  Patteiaoa,  Peter,  Poindexler, 
Pnisr,  Qnarlee,  Rhea,  Bicfa,  Began,  Runles,  Samp- 
son, SaTsce,  8.  Smith,  Alexander  Smjtb,  Tallmadfe, 
Tav,  Taylor,  Tompkiiu,  Trimble^  U|diam,  Walker  of 
North  Carolioa,  Walker  of  Sentnek;,  WendoTer, 
Wbiteaide,  WiUiama  of  New  York,  and  Wilaon  of 
PeDBajNania. 

NATa— Mesars.  Allen  of  Hsssschnsetta,  Ball,  Bsa- 
eeti,  Bennett,  BlonnI,  Bosi^  Botkr  of  New  Hemp- 
abit*,  Claiborne,  Cobb,  Colalon,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craw- 
ford, Darlington,  BaTidscw,  Dariia,  Edward*,  Folgei, 
Oage,  Gilbert,  HaU  of  Delaware,  Hogg,  Hopkuuon, 
Hnntinglou,  Johaaon  of  Virginia,  Little,  W.  MbcIbt, 
V,  P.  Maelif ,  McCoj,  Wddletoo,  MUler,  MiUa,  Sam- 
uel Moorek  Mnim,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Owen,  Pawling, 
Piodall,  Pitkin,  Pleaaant*.  Rice,  Richarda,  Ringgold, 
Robartaon,  Bawjer,  Schnjler,  Bcodder,  Sergeant,  Set- 
tle, Bhsrwood,  Shnkina,  Slecnmb,  Bal.  Smith,  J.  S. 
fiMlh,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Stone, 
Strolher,  Terrell,  Tneker  of  Virginia,  Tncker  of  South 
OaHdlna,  Waateiio,  Whitman,  Wilkin,  WilUans  of 
CennecUeut,  WiUiama  of  North  CaroliiiB,  end  Wil- 
son of  Hassacboaetls. 

Tbubsoat,  December  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Tenn.,  Geobob 
W.  L.  Mars,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Literhohb  presented  the  petition  of  Al- 
phens  Hotchin*,  nrajring  to  be  allowfd  the  land 
oonDty  10  which  beoonoeiTea  himself  entitled  for 
hi*  services  a*  a  soldier  in  the  arm^,  in  ibe  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  which  ii  withheld  in 
ctHuequence  of  hi*  being  a  minor  at  the  time  of 
Jus  enlistment  and  discbarge.— Referred. 

Mr.  PoiiiDBZTM,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
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lie  LandSf  reported  a  bill  supptementarr  to  the 
act  admitting  the  State  of  Indiana  into  the  Unions   - 
which  was  twine  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Flbaiamts,  from  tbe  Committee  ob  Hnral 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  Ibe  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  "  directing  a  sorvcf  of  certain  part* 
of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina;"  reporiea  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  the  resolution  wa* 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tn^af. 

Mr.  Bloomtibld  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Hannah  Ring  and  Luther  Frink,  wbieb 
was  read  i  when  Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  said  Hannab  Ring  and  Luther  Frink ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
miilee  of  the  Whole. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Bali^bo  Smith,  the  Com- 
mtitee  of  Wajrs  and  Means  were  instrneiod  to  in- 
quire into  the  ezpediencjr  of  authorizing,  bj  law, 
tbe  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  appoint  an 
agent  in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  sevenl  atales, 
to  receive  the  tax  due  therein  to  the  General  Qor- 
ernment,  on  lands  which  are  or  majr  be  sold  for 
the  non-parmenl  of  tbe  said  tax. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Pinuali.,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediencv  of  completing  the  road  from  Cum- 
berland 10  Wbeeling. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plbabarts,  the  Committea 
on  Naval  Affair*  were  iiuirucCed  to  inquire  into 
the  nropriei;  of  auihorizing,  bf  law,  the  parcbaaa 
of  the  timbers,  patijcularljr  live  oak,  neceesarr 
for  building  twenty  sloops,  or  other  small  vesaeb 
of  war. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Luioolm,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affair*  were  instructed  to  inquire  Into  tbe 
expediencT  of  providing,  bf  law,  loat  it  be  the 
duif  of  the  several  public  agent^  employed  bf 
the  United  States  to  traniact  business  with  tbe 
Indian  tribe*,  to  obtain  all  tbe  information  in  their 
power  relative  lo  the  popnlaiion,  manners,  and 
custovis,  bistorf ,  languages,  or  anything  peculiar 
to  said  tribes  J  and  to  report  the  same,  annualljr, 
to  the  Stcretarv  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  it  was 

JUmlKd,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
State*  be  requested  to  Is;  before  this  Houie,  if 
in  his  opinion  the  samesbould  not  be  inconsistent 
with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  the  correipond- 
encv'f  >i>yi  between  ihe  Department  of  War  aitd 
the  Qovernor  of  Georgia,  in  answer  to  the  letter 
of  tbe  latter  to  the  former,  dated  on  tbe  1st  of 
June  of  the  present  year,  communicated  to  thj* 
House  on  the  12ih  insunt;  and  also  the  corres- 
^ndence,  if  any,  between  the  Department  of 
War  and  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  answer  to 
the  letter  of  the  latter  of  the  7ih  of  May,  1818, 
mmonicated  to  this  House  on  the  12th  inat. 
irs.  Coan  and  Edwabdb  were  appointed^a 
commlitee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the 
President. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Gaob,  tbe  Committee  oa 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
iirueted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediener  of  making 
lompentation  to  Reuben  Colbarn,  for  boats  ana 
other  sapplie*  furnished  by  the  authority  of  Qea- 
eial  Wajbiiiotoii,  io  the  expedition  under  the 
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•ommaad  af  CoIoimI  Aniold,  at  the  time  i 
ecniied  K»D<beok  river,  in  1775;  and  that  tbe 
docnneDla  forwarded  by  the  claimant  be  referred 
to  the  tald  cMnmillee. 

Tbe  Spulksk  laid  before  the  Hooie  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  (he  Trcatnrr,  iransmilliDg 
the  report  of  ibe  reeorderof  laud  liileiin  tbe  Ter- 
lilory  of  MiMOuri,  made  ia  obedience  to  the  act 
of  the  80tb  of  April,  1816,  eaiilled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jamea  Mackay,  of  tbe  Miuoari  Ter- 
ritory i"  whieb  wai  read,  aod  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oQ  Private  Land  Claims. 

A  me*Mge from  tbe  Senate  iaformed  the  Hoaie 
that  tbe  Senate  hare  passed  a  bit],  entitled  "An 
act  lor  iberelief  of  Aquita  Qilea;"  in  which  tbey 
atk  the  conearrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rerolutionary 
Claims. 

Bngroued  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  n 

"Ad  act  aaihoriziog  the  election  of  a  delegate 
from  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  extending  the  right  of  suf. 
frase  to  the  citizens  of  aaid  Terriloryj"  and, 

''An  act  to  anthorize  tbe  payment,  in  certain 
cues,  00  acconni  of  Treasury  notes,  which  bar* 
been  lost  or  destroyed  j"  were  severaUy  read  ths 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  resolution  from  tbe  Senate,  "directing  a 
■nrrer  of  certain  parts  of  tbe  coast  of  North  Car- 
olina," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

J.  J.  DDFOnR,'  AND  OTHBRB. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  James 

Dnfour,  and  bii  associates,  was  read  tbe  third 


Ue;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  uid 
bill  pasel  and  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
65,  nays  66,  as  follows : 

Tail — Hessn.  Adain^  Anderson  of  Penns^lTania, 
Anderson  of  Kentnckj,  Btldwin,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bay- 
ley,  Beechtr,  BsUinger,  Bloomfietd,  Baden,  Butlei  of 
Lonidana,  CuupbeU,  Cligstt,  Comstocjc,  Cmger, 
CnAn>aD,Dnke,Ellieott,Flojd,HBTTison,HBJbToack, 
HendriA^  Herkimer,  Hertick,  Hitehoock,  Holnca, 
HorteHer,  Hubbard,  Hnnter,  IrrinB  of  N.  York,  John- 
•on  of  Kaatocky,  Jonea,  Kiitland,  Lawyer,  Lincoln, 
Lino,  Livcnnore,  McLean  of  ItUnols,  Marehand,  Ma. 
aon  of  HaaMchosetU,  MarriU,  Hobett  Moore,  Haa«dgy, 
Hediitt,  New,  OgJe,  Fairolt,  Patterson,  Pctw,  Poin- 
doxtar,  Porter,  Qnailea,  Kdi,  Boggles,  aampaon,  8af- 
■ge,  ^bert,  Alexander  Smyth,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomp- 
kins, Dpbam,  WendoTer,  Wbilaaide,  and  William*  of 
New  York. 

Hits— Mesra.  BaO,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett, 
Bkinnt,  Boaa,  Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Claitwme, 

r^nhk    HnnV     f\**nm    CirmMtttiA      n>*1in*».>n      T1>*:J«h. 


day,  McCoy,  Marr,  Miller,  Bamnel  Moore,  Mnmy, 
iamniah  Halaon,  H.  Nelson,  Newton,  On,  Owen, 
Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Rhea,  Rice,  Rjchaids,  Bob- 
artsOD,  Sonddei,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Sherwood,  Silibee, 
Mocomb,  BaL  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sonthaid,  Stewart 


of  North  Cai^ina,  Btorrs,  Strong,  Sbolher,  Terrell, 
Terry,  Towneend,  Tncker  of  Tiiginia,  Tucker  of  8. 
Carolina,  Whitman,  Williama  of  Connectieal,  Wil- 
liams of  N.  Carolina,  and  Wilaon  of  MaMachnsetl^ 

So  tbe  bill  was  rejected.    And  then  the  Hotlio 
adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoKDAT,  December  2S. 

Mr.  Inrmo  preaeDtcd  a  petition  of  "The  New 
York  Society  for  promoting  the  Manumission  of 
Blares,  and  protecting  tnch  of  them  as  have  been 
or  ma^  be  liberated;"  praying  that  aome  effect  ire 
provisions  may  be  made  to  abolish  the  AfricaA 
flare  trade,  in  any  arrangement  which  may  bft 
hereafter  definitively  entered  into  between  this 
eoantry  and  Spain,  or  the  Sonth  Ametican  pro- 
Mr.  Sbsount  presented  a  memorial  from  tbe 
American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery,  and  improving  tbe  condition  of 
the  African  race,  praying  that  the  acts  respecting 
the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  Uniiea 
Stataa  mar  be  ao  amended,  as  that  any  person  so 
inlroduoed  shali  be  declared  free ;  and  that  tbe 
siiaaiion  of  slavery  within  ths  Disltict  of  Colum- 
bia mar  be  considered,  and  a  plan  devised,  for  iti 
gradnal  add  certain  termination  within  said  Die- 
trict. — Referred  to  the  eommitlea  on  that  put  of 
the  President's  Message  whioh  relates  to  the 
illicit  introduction  of  slares  within  the  United 
Statea,_ 

HEA  made  an  nnfavorable  report  on  tbe 
petition  of  Matthew  McCanley;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  WiLUAifB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  committed 
the  billfor  tbe  relief  of  ThaddeusMayhew,  of  the 
Stale  of  Loaisiana,  made  a  detailed  repoit  on  the 
ease  of  the  said  Maybew;  whiob  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN,  of  Kentaeky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Milittry  Alalia,  made  a  report  on  the  p»- 
lilioD  of  Qeneral  Robert  Swartwont,  which  was 
read ;  when  Mr.  J.  reponed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
tbe  said  Qeneral  Robert  Swartwont;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  (he 
relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton. 

Mr.  JoBNBon  also  made  a  report  on  tbe  peii- 
tlon  of  Bzra  Child,  which  was  read;  when  Mi. 
J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  said  Ezra  Child ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBNBOR  also  reported  a  bill,  supplemen- 
tary to  "An  act  providing  for  oases  of  lost  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  discbarges  for  faithfal 
serricee,"  and  for  other  purposes;  whieh  wa«  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The   fallowing  Message  was  received   from 
the  Pbebident  of  tbb  Unitbo  States  ; 
To  the  Hou*t  of  BqtrumtaHvt*  of  tit  United  Statu  .- 

In  couptisnee  with  a  resolntion  of  the  16th  ineL,  I 
lay  beiore  the  House  of  Repreeentathea  a  report  &on 
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'e  referied  lo 


k  98>  ISiB. 

Tbe  Message  and  docummis  w< 
tke  ComiaitMe  on  FoTeigo  Afikira. 

Tb«  SpBAKBK  laid  before  the  House  a  leiiet 
(torn  ihe  Attotner  Oaoeul  of  the  Uaited  Slates, 
in  lelalion  to  ibe  accouau  of  Jameti  Thomas,  a 
quarter  master  geaeral  in  the  Arnif  in  the  late 
w«  with  Oteat  Britain ;  which  wai  referred  to 
him,  by  orders  of  this  House,  of  tbe  17th  of 
Uareb.and  lOtb  of  April  last;  wliieh  letter  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speuih  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  tbe  Secrelsrc  of  the  Ttehtarf.  trane- 
mitliDg  copies  of  JMiruotione  gi*eii  by  tbe  Sec- 
lel&rv  tff  tne  Treasury,  under  tbe  eighth  leaiion 
of  the  act  of  ihe  21s[  of  April,  1806,  to  ibe  kcv- 
•ral  boards  of  land  cotamisiioDers,  in  the  fitaia 
of  LoBJEiBna  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  reodcred 
in  obedience  to  «  reaolulioo  of  this  House,  of  the 
17th  tnauiit,  which  was  ordered  t«  lie  oq  the 
Uble. 

Ur.  pAUiBK  Bobmitied  the  foUowiag  re»^> 
tioB  i  which  wu  read  and  rejeoled,  vii : 

Saeltitd,  That  tbe  Ccnniittee  of  Cenrnttoe  «ad 
Huuihrtnna  ba  insbiictad  to  inqniie  whethn  any, 
jneadiBonta  are  naobiiHj 
'     "M  act,  to  Ml 

d  tonaaga,  pawed 

dte  SOth  <^  April,  1818,  in  ration  (o  the  importation 
of  goods,  dec.,  into  tbs  United  States,  bj  butd,  from 
tbe  donuniou  of  Great  Britain  in  NoiiA  America ; 
•B^  aUo,  Ibat  Ihe  aama  conmiltia  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  unending  tbefbnrth 
Motion  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  tocontinoeinbrce, 
«n  act,  entitled  'An  act  ftuther  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lectioo  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the 
Sd  dsr  of  March,  1S16,  and  tor  other  pnrpoees,' 
Buaed  the  3d  day  of  Hardi,  1B17 :"  that  the  prorision 
therein  contained  sbsn  apply  only  lo  steaabaata  en 
Lake  Champlain,  which  are  amplojed  adeljin  the 
transportatiou  of  paaaagnaand  ibeir  baggage;  and 
iH^t  Um  said  aadiaii  Aatl  itet  extend  to  aoAoeiie  Ike 
eatiy  of  any  goods,  warea,  and  netcbandisa,  escepi 
jpMHngws'  baggage,  in  aay  diskieti  other  then  ue 
MM  in  «Uch  the  same  are  to  be  lauded. 

On  metioit  of  Mr.  JoaHBox,  of  Eeotuoky,  the 
-CoDuaittee  on  the  Post  0£So«  and  Pest  Koada 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
KaUiorizin;  the  Postmaster  Geaeral  to  contract 
fot  the  iranepoitation  of  the  mail,  by  steamboaia 
oi  otherwise,  on  narigable  waters,  in  the  sane 
manMr  that  be  is  auiaorised  by  Uw  to  contrMt 
for  transportation  of  the  mail  by  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TaLLMADOB,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  iuGiructed  to  inquire  iote  the 
ttpediener  of  proriding  by  law  for  the  appoini- 
mant,  by  ttM  President,  by  and  with  the  oonsent 
•f  tbe  Senate,  of  the  clerks  of  Ibe  se7eral  diS' 
trict  courts  of  Ihe  United  Slates ;  and,  also,  lo 
(nqnite  from  them  greater  security  for  the  per- 
farmaaee  af  ilieir  duties. 

J.  J.  DUFOOR,  AMD  OTHfiBS. 

Mr.  Piudall,  ntm  stuia^  that  infotnation 
had  come  to  bis  fcoowledge  since  tbe  deeiaioa  of 


tbe  HoDse,  on  Tharadaf  Inai,  againat  IW  bill  fn 
the  -relief  of  J.  J.  Dufoni  and  olkars,  whiek  he 
thought  had  a  material  bearing  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  exiendiog  relief,  in  some  shape,  to  the 
petitioners,  and  after  entering  jnia  come  rvMOos 
which,  from  reflection  and  further  inTceligMiaB, 
had  occarred  to  bin,  in  sapporl  of  the  Mouon  be 
rose  to  make,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  wkieh 
rejected  the  bill,  and  lo  bring  it  before  tbe  Hoaae 
to  receive  the  modilication  wkicb  be  thought 
would  entitle  il  to  tbe  aanetitMi  of  tbe  Honas. 
Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Mass.,  spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Speaker :  I  place  my  vote  on  ibe  broad  bft- 
sis  of  national  policy— the  policy  of  encouraging 
emigraiion.  and  the  caltnre  of  the  vine.  When 
I  am  told  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Utile  villaga 
of  TevBjr  are  tbe  countrymen  of  the  illuHirioas 
Tell,  that  ihey  are  planters  of  the  vine,  and  m- 
dusirious  and  virtuous  people,  delighting  in  the 
exercise  of  the  rites  of  hospitality,  I  Sad  my  sym- 
pathy siranglf  excited;  yet  I  do  not  suSer  tbat 


the  Atlantic,  and  inform  them  that  they  are  berc^ 
enjoying  the  patronage  and  fostering  care  of  oni 
Qovernment,  would  not  those  friends,  although 
looking  arouod  them,  and  seeing  tbemxelTes  stir- 
rounded  by  ramparts  of  mountains,  yet,  perceiving 
the  avalanches  of  European  power  coniinaally 
tumbling  upon  their  heads,  be  disposed  lo  aban- 
don a  country  where  their  liberties  are  so  foae- 
ente,  and  come  to  one  where  thef  should  be  as- 
sured of  an  asylum  1  On  the  other  hand,  sbould 
they  be  informed  ttiat  these  persons  came  to  tb«ir 
hard-hearted  creditor — that  creditor  an  opulent, 
powerful  nation,  and  lold  him  chat  they  bad  been 
unfortunate,  but  not  guilty;  nt^ligent,  but  not 
delinquent ;  yet  that  he  drove  them  from  his  dooi 
with  scorn  and  contempt,  bade  them  begone,  and 
prepare  to  pay  him  thelasi  farthing  of  their  bond 
at  tbe  moment  when  it  should  became  due,  wba^ 
then,  would  be  tbeii  fedtngs?  They  could  not 
be  other  than  those  of  the  deepest  aversion  and 
horror.  We  cannot  do  too  much,  sir,  to  encmir- 
age  the  «migrauon  of  a  class  of  jMipolalion  Uka 
that  of  the  CaMOQs  of  Switzerland,  a  jMptilatimi 
remarkably  uaimilaied  to  ibat  of  ow  own  eonn- 
Iry,  ia  oHuantrs,  anstoms,  feflli[^,  and  priaoj- 
ides. 

There  is  yet  analher  argumeDl  mote  weigfctj 
than  that  jnst  urged— I  mean  that  resulting  Iron 
the  iroliey  of  eoeouraging  the  coltivaticrn  of  the 
riiie.  eacouraginf  il,  paradoxical  as  tt  laty  seeoi, 
for  tne  purpose  of  preventing  inlemperanee;  For, 
true  it  IS,  that  there  are  no  people  more  temparata 
than  these  of  Franceand  Switzerland.  Thewa- 
soo  is,  that  they  make  use  of  the  products  of  tbeti 
own  vineyards,  as  (be  snbstitot«  for  (hose  delete- 
rious Bident  spirita  whieh  are  ttere  canawnad  to 
■o  Umnuble  m  exceoa.  Qive  then  lo  thaaa  pnh 
pie  a  little  ibdulgeMie,  avd  you  aball  aee  Mi«a^ 
tb«  banks  of  tbe  Ohto  Destoonad  .by  thegnpc 
viae,  but  It  aball  tAimb  to  ow  moukina  aopa, 
m4  fts'frvit  faaak  ia  the  aaashlM  cpoa  all  >«ar 
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Ilb&aaer  S(m«n«,  and  OUert. 


H.orR. 


The  quMtioQ  was  then  ukta  on  TMVuidering 
tke  TOte  oa  ibe  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
lir« ;  when,  on  moUoo  of  Mr.  PinDAU^  the  bill 
was  refetted  to  a  seltet  conmittee. 

EBGNEZER  STETENS,  AND  0I*HEB8. 
The  House  then  again   resolred   itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  Te- 
-  lief  of  Sbenezer  SleTcns,  LucTelia  Stevens,  late 
Luctelta    Sands,   and    others— the   question   to 
'        Blrike  out  the  first  aeciioa  being  still  under  con- 
aide  rati  on. 
Mr.  Sbbkvood  eapported  the  bill  ia  a  speech 
I        of  eoDsiderable  leozth,  and  very  minate  invesli- 
,        Sation.    He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Rsea  in  oppo- 
I        aition  to  the  bill;  and,  after  refudng  to  strike  out 
I        the  first  section,  and  a  little  discussion  on  its  de- 
I         tails,  the  bill  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  $31,431, 
,        with  interest  from  October,  1787,  and  the  bill  re- 
I        ported  to  the  House. 

I  The  sum  with  which  the  blank  was  filled  was 

{  agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and,  after  some  farther 
I  remarks  from  Mr.  Rhea,  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
,  the  qnestioD  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  dedded  in 
I  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeaaCS,  nays72, 
I        as  follows: 

YxAs — Mesars.  Abbott,  AiIudi,  Allen  of  Mauachn- 
,  tetti,  Bsldirin,  Ball,  Bayley,  Beccher,  Boden,  Bom, 
CmKer,  Cushman,  Dtrliiigton,  Bllicott,  Brtin  of  Sooth 
Oaiolina,  Pnllei,  GHbcrt,  H*II  of  Delaware,  Harriaoti, 
Saibrtiiick,  Herbart,  He^tmer,  HitdKwek,'HoBkiDH>ii, 
Hoatetter,  Unbbanl,  HoniingtoB,  JoIuib*u  of  Viifiula, 
Kottland,  Lawyer,  W.  Haday;  Maaen  ot  Maasaehtt- 
Mtta,  Maaon  «f  Skoda  Uaad,  Mmill,  Midilatan, 
Baanel  Moon,  Moaday,  Mnn^i  JatanUi  Nabon, 
Nadiitt,  Ogdoa,  OgK  On,  Palmar,  PanoU.  Fatal, 
Fiftin,  Qiuvlaa,  Bioa,  Ena^aa,  BdiWlar,  Sangaant, 
fiOMiwood,  SUdwo,  Sum,  Tallmadc^  Taylor.  Twnll, 
Tarrj,  Vpham,  Waatarlo,  Wbitman,  Wilkin,  tad 
WiUiama  of  ConnaeticaL 

NAxa — Heaar^.  Andanou  of  Eenliidty,_fiaa*etl,^ 
BatrMan,  BaUiflgn,  Ben  ~' 

LoaiiiaBB,  Campbell,  Cla 
Cnwlbtd,  CnJbreth,  Da<ri 
Edward*,  Folger,  Gaga,  B 
HendHcki,  Harrick,  Hog 
Xineey,  Linn,  LiTermore, ! 
W.  P.  Maclay,  MeCoy,  I 
Nelion,  Newton,  Pattenim,  Pindall,  Fleaaanta,  Hhea, 
Sich,  Bieharda,  Robeitaoe,  Saopion,  SiTage,  Sawyor, 
Scndder,  Settle,  Sejbarl,  BltKiutb,  BaBaid  Snitfa, 
Alexander  8mylh,  J.  8.  Smith,  Southard,  Speed, 
Stewart  of  Herth  Carolina,  Strother,  Tarr,  Tomnkioa, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walk- 
er of  NaraCan>lta», 'WaOer  ^  XenMOky,  WandoTer 
Wbitad^  WiUiaaM  of  Noidi  CatoliR^  asid  Wil«on 


The  a  DAI,  December  89. 
Mr.  H.  NiLSOK,  from  (he  Jadtciary  C«Kmi|. 
tee,  to  when  hftd  been  referred  the  letter  af  the 
Sergea«t->t-Arme,i«tipectlngd«n]itaomDene 
•gftinal  bim  -by  John  Aoderaon,  reported  ■  rei 
4)ltioli  AMhaiiBing  and  raqucstiag  the  Speaker 
«tB[doy  aaoh  «)atisel,<ia  he  may  tttiok  proper 
defend  ibe  salt  bron^t  br  John  Aaderson  agunst 
the  E^d  Thomaa  Dunn,  and  thM  the  ' 


defrayed  out  of  the  cauiiikffeiit  fund  of  the  Hniue ; 
whicb  resolution  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  N.  reported  also  a  bill  concerning  suits 
brought  on  copy  rights ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  oommi tied. 

Plbabants,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Na- 
ral  ASairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Shields,  for  compensation  for  prisoners 
captured  in  the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain ; 
Which  WBSTead;  when  Mi.  P.  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning Thomaa  Shields  and  others ;  which  wae 
read  twice,  and  commiiied  to  a  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Beaale  hare  paased  a  bill  of  this  Houae 
entitled  "An  «el  for  the  relief  of  William  fi. 
Iiewia,"  with  an  ameadment.  They  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jdin  Rice  Joneei"  in  which  amendment  and  b3i 
they  aak  the  concurrence  of  this  Honae. 

Mr.  Herbert,  from  the  Committee  OD  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  nulhovBing 
the  corporation  of  the  City  of  Washington  to 
open  and  extend  certain  slieels  in  certain  part* 
of  the  City  of  Wtshii^iOB,  through  public  rner- 
ralioiis;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mt.  U.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
biU  auiliocising  the  BotkTiUe  and  WaahiDgton 
Turnpike  Oompany  to  extend  nod  mnke  the  aaine 
from  the  line  of  the  Dislrici  of  Colnmbia  to  the 
bonndary  of  the  City  of  Washltigton ;  whioh  bill 
was  twice  read,  and  was  abont  io  be  ordered  to 
be  engrcaaed  for  a  third  reading,  when,  on  BiiKion 
of  Mr.  RiCB,  it  was  referred  U  a  Comouttee  of 
the  Whole. 

Tbererbal  amendment  of  the  Senate  le  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis  was  uken 
up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  fotshenlief  of  John 
Bice  jonea  was  twice  read,  ai>d  oommitted. 

The  bill  reported  at  the  kit  aesatan,  aothor- 
iziog  a  Bubacription  le  ibe  Cheaapeaka  and  DaU- 
WKTc  Canal  Company,  being  galled,  as  the  order 
of  the  day— 

Ur.  Tdokih,  of  Virginia,  after  stating  thu  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  HoLanb,  of  Delaware,}  who  >e- 
pwMd  tbie  biU,  and  who  waa  partioriaily  iater- 
esied  in  its  dia<»iaaioiii,  waa  absent  fiom  the  Hoaae, 
as  one  of  the  Bank  Comttillee ;  and  that  the  in* 
furtttalion  directed  bf  a  resolution  «f  the  latl  aa- 
aion  to  be  eoUected  by  the  Seeieiary  of  tbe  Trct- 
surr,  oa  tbe  sri^eet  of  internal  iaprovemenu^ 
had  net  yet  been  aeceiTed  retpeijttna  tbt  Chesa- 
peake and  Ddawaie  Caaal,  moved  ttat  the  Coa- 
auttee  ofthe  Whole,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been 
rafened,  be  diachaiged  therefr«m,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Conmitlee  on  Internal  Imnrare- 
ment;  whicb  motion  pieTailed,  and  the  bill  waa 
accordingly  so  referred. 

The  bSl  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hatker ; 
the  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Harold  Soith}  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Sattpaon  S,  Ki^,  eamaUr 
pawed  through  Cowittitees  of  tbe  Whole ;  and 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  Pirdall,  the  aeiect  ooai- 
mittee  to  whom  was  tecommitled  the  bill  to  oi- 
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tend  to  John  Jmmei  Dafonr,  and  oibcrs,  (he  lime 
of  paymeol  for  certain  Uods,  were  dltcharffed 
ftom  tbe  farther  consideiaiioD  thereof,  and  it 
wai  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  [The  reaion  of 
Ihi*  proceeding  wa>,  that  a  letter  ha»  been  re- 
ceiTCd,  that  the  payment  requetled  to  be  deferred 
bu  since  actually  been  made,  by  a  aacrifioe  of 
kcaTT  diicouDi.] 

EBBN.  STEVENS,  AND  OTHEB& 

A  motion  was  made  by  Hr.  HeirtraiCKa,  to  re* 
eoisider  tbe  vole  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  bill 
for  the  reliefer  Ebeoezer  Sievent,  and  others, 
VBs rejected,  on  the  groond  ofa  dnire  to  recom- 
mit it  for  an  ameDdmenc,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  submit  the  judice  of  the  claim  to  tbe  de* 
ciiion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  of  some  other 
Judicial  tribanal. 

On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Stbotbek,  proietliog 
againat  tbe  reconsideration,  the  yeas  and  Days 
were  required  on  the  qaesiion. 

Whereupon,  there  arose  a  debate  of  cooaUfera- 
ble  interest,  and  of  two  hours  and  more  in  length, 
OD  the  question  of  reconsidering  the  matter. 
The  motion  was  supported  by  Meurs.  HaNoncKa, 
Stobkb,  Piteih,  Smttb,  of  Virginia,  Hopkir- 
•OH,  Wbituak,  Miller,  and  SaitaBaNT,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Stbotbbb,  Rbba,  W.  P. 
Uaclat,  and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina. 

The  quetlioa  on  reeonsidering  the  Tota  of  yes- 
terday, was  finally  decided  in  the  afBtmative,  by 
yeaa  and  nays— yeaa  76,  nays  67. 

The  bill  Deins  again  befora  the  House,  the 
question  recurred  whetber  it  should  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stobbb,  it  was  committed  to  a  select  committee. 

Wbukebdat,  December  30. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caroliaa,  from  the 
Committee  of  Clalmi,  to  which  was  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thoriie  the  ■etllement  of  the  acconnt  of  James 
Wilde,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBoii,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  mada  a  report  ott  the  petition 
of  John  B.B«gnier;  which  was  read;  when,  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  aaid  John 
B.  Regnier;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LiTTLi,  iVom  the  joint  coromiKee  on  the 
subject  of  the  printing  ordered  by  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  respectively,  to  which  was  recom- 
milled  their  report  of  the  17th  insianl]  reported 
the  same  without  amendmenl;  which  was  then 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Newtqh, 

Radved,  That  for  supplying  the  deficiency  in 
the  appropriation  for  the  ssbaeription  for  the 
Statistical  Annals  of  Adam  Seybert,  and  the 
pnrebase  of  Pitkin's  Commercial  Statistics,  the 
nrther  samoffour  hundred  doLlarsbe  paid,  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
li*ea. 


Hr.  Nbwtoh  submitted  a  jsint  reMluiion  for 
the  distribution  of  Seybert'a  Statistical  AdhbI*, 
and  directing  Pitkin's  Commercial  Biatfsiies  to 
be  deposited  in  the  Library ;  whieh  was  read 
twiee,  and, 

Mr.LiTBBMOBB  mored  to  amend  the  said  reao- 
tution  authorizing  the  distribution  of  the  Siatia- 
lics,  among  the  members  of  the  next,  instead  of 
the  present  Congress ;  which  was  rejected. 

Tne  resolution  was  then  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  ibird  lime,  lo-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLean,  of  Illinois,  ibfl 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  insfracted 
to  inquire  inio  the  eipediency  of  eatabltahing  ad- 
diiional  land  offices,  for  the  sale  of  public  lands, 
in  Ibe  Stale  ofliJiuois;  end  also.ioio  tbe  expedi- 
ency 6f  appointing  B  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  ihe  said  State. 

The  House  look  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  tbe  Commiitee  of  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  made  at  ihe  lasi  session 
(30ih  March,  1818,)  on  ihe  petition  of  Benjamin 
Wells;  whereupon,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petiiion  of  the  aaid  Benja- 
min Wells  be  referred  to  Ihe  Secretary  of  tne 
Treasury,  and  that  the  said  report  lie  on  the 
table. 

Engioased  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  witt 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Harold  Smyth,  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  P.  Hooker ;  and,  An  act 
for  the  reliefofSampaonS.  King;  were  save  rally 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  ineorpomie  Ihe  Medical  Society  of 
ibe  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Provident  Asstocialion  of  Clerks  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  passed  ihroogh  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  were,  (tbe  former  with 
■ome  ameBdmeats,)  ordered  to  be  angrosscd  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  tor  tbe  relief  of  Samuel  Burr  aho 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  same  Committee  took  up,  also,  the  bill  foi 
tbe  relief  of  John  DelaGeld,  (to  allow  him  to  fund 
forty-three  loan  office  ceriiGcatex,  of  four  hundred 
dollara  each,  wiih  the  balance  ol  interesl.) 

The  documenld  were  read,  connected  with  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  and  Mr.  RuoaLEa  spoke  some 
time  ia  favor  of  the  claim ;  after  which  the  Com- 
mittee lose,  reported  progress  on  the  latter  biU, 
and  the  House  adjotirned. 

Tbdhsdat,  December  3L 
DEATH  OF  MB.  HUUFORO. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Korlh  Carolina,  innoiue«d  th« 
death  of  Qeorob  MuMroRD,  b  member  of  tbia 
House,  from  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina ;  where- 
upon, 
Actolved  vnanmotttly,  That  a  commitlte  be 
ppoinied  10  take  order  for  superintending  the 
fuiteral  of  Gbobob  Mumvobo,  deceased,  lale  a 
Representative  from  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina. 
Mesars.  Shitb,  of  North  Ciiolina,  WilliamB, 
of  North  Carolina,  Owen,  Stbwaht,  of  North 
Carolina,  Ssttlb,  Bowarub,  and  Sloudmb,  were 
appointed  the  said 
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Bmohtd  vtumdwuxuif,  That  tin  ronobm  of 
thw  Hoaw  will  teMifr  thair  rcspeet  to  tb«  mem- 
orr  of  Qboboi  MnNrORD,  ]«l«  one  of  their  bodjr, 
brwetrinKerapfOD  their  left  sTin,  fbr  ooe  mooin. 

JSMobwa  wnintjflioufly,  That  ihe  memben  of 
this  HouM  irill  attend  the  fanerai  of  the  laie 
OcoBoi  HtmroBD,  to-morrow  inarniDg,  at  10 
<^clock. 

Ordered,  That  a  menace  be  «eat  to  the  Senate, 
to  DOllfjr  them  of  ibe  death  of  Gbobqi  UoMroRD, 
Utea  member  of  this  House,  and  that  hi*  funeral 
will  lake  place  to-morrow,  ai  10  o'clock. 

The  Hooie  theo  adjourned  to  Mondajr- 

MoHDAT,  Jaanary  4, 1819. 

Ur.  Pliisarts, from  theCommilleeon  Naral 
AfTain,  made  a  report  on  (he  peiition  of  Thomai 
Bhieldt,  for  Mores  lost  and  prirale  properly  de- 
ttroyed  by  the  British  ;  which  report  wai  read ; 
when,  Mr.  P.  reported  a  bill  aathoriziDg  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomai  Shields; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  s  Com- 
millce  of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  PLBAaAMTB,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
nported  a  bill  anthotisiag  the  purchase  of  live 
oak  timber,  for  building  amall  Testels  of  war; 
which  was  read  Iwiee,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
miilee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBMOH,  of  Eenincky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affaire,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Jasper  Bennett,  oa  behalf  of  hie  son 
Malcolm  Benoeit  J  which  was  read  j  wh«B,Mr.J. 
Rported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Malcolm 
Bennett  j  which  was  read  twice,  and  oommitled 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  explaDatocT  of  the  act  author- 
izing the  sale  of  cerlBiD  ground^ belonging  to  the 
United  States,  in  (be  City  of  Wasbingtoo,  were 
diKbarged,  and  the  bill  referred  to  a  iclect  com- 
mittee ;  and  McMra.  Cobb  and  Cdlbrbth  were 
.  appointed  the  cotnmitiee. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  GommittM  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
(trucled  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediency  of  provid- 
ing by  taw  for  the  payment  of  a  loan  office  cer- 
tificate, for  two  hnodred  dollars,  issued  to  Thomas 
Stiuer  by  S.  HiUegas,  on  the  23d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1T77,  with  the  interest  (hereoD,  aceordiog  to 
the  tenor  of  said  certificate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoBNiOM,  of  Keutncky,  (he 
Committee  oa  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
wertt  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ettablishiog  a  poet  route,  by  water,  from  Louii- 
TiUe,  in  Kentucky,  to  St.  Louis,  on  the  Missii- 
■ippt. 

The  following  Hetiage  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidbj(T  of  tbb  Un)T£[>  Statbb  : 
ntMaBatteiifB^rtMnbaaaofthe  UnitedStata. 

In  eomplUiica  with  a  leaolnllMi  of  the  HoBse  of 
BaprM«Dt>liTM  of  the  7th  instant,  reqiuMiuf  toe  to 
kj  Mora  it  the  proceedings  which  have  bean  had  under 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  Ihe  gradusl  inciMse  of 
IheNavjof  the  United  States,"  spocifyiDf  the  nnmbn 
.irfdiipa  that  have  bew  pttt  on  the  stetb,  and  of  what 


cUsa,  end  the  quantl^  ind  kind  of  aiatsitab  wUA 
have  boan  proenred,  in  cempliauce  with  the  proviiiDna 
of  Slid  act,  and  also  tb*  annit  of  money  which  have 
baen  paid  ont  of  the  ftindi  croatsd  by  the  seid  act,  and 
fiiT  what  objects;  Mid  tikewiaa  the  coBtrscts  vrhidi 
have  been  entered  into,  in  aiecDtion  of  the  said  act,  om 
rhicb  moneys  may  not  yet  have  been  advanced;  I 
ransmit  ■  report  fimn  the  acting  Secretaiy  of  the  Havj, 
together  with  a  conuaimioatiMi  ftom  tba  Board  ti 
Navy  Conunissiooers,  which,  with  tha  docnnwnla  a^ 
companjing  it,  comivshcnds  all  the  infoimation  i^ 
qoiied  In  the  Houss  of  Repneenlativea. 

JAHB8  MONHOB. 
DlCBMMK  31, 1S18. 

The  Message,  with  its  enclosures,  wis  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  BfrriMK,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  Secretary  of  War -was  directed  to  lay 
before  the  House  any  information  in  hit  posses- 
sion retpecling  the  adjustment  and  payment  of 
the  cliim  of  (he  friendly  Creek  Indians,  made 
in  eoosideralion  of  iheir  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  of  AngUBi  9  1814. 

The  eogrosaed  bill,  authorizing  the  corporation 
of  ihe  City  of  WubiD^ton  to  cut  atreeu  (broogb 
certain  puoiic  rcservaiioas ;  the  eogrossed  bill  to 
incorporele  (he  Provident  Association  of  Clerks 
in  (he  public  offices  in  the  City  of  Washington ; 
the  engrossed  resolution  authorizing  a  diitribn- 
(ion  of  the  number  of  Seybert's  Statistics,  sub- 
Ecribed  for  by  Coogress ;  and  (he  engrossed  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  Mverally  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed.  [The  House  divided  on  the 
latter,  whicn  passed  by  a  vote  of  58  to  48.] 

'  The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  with  a 
list  of  the  names,  dec.  of  persons  placed  on  the 
pension  list,  to  the  16th  of  November  last,  under 
the  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818,  rendered  In 
compliance  with  the  resolutions  of  this  House, 
of  the  20ih  of  April  and  28tfa  of  November, 
1818 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

EXFORTa 

The  SpEAKEn  laid  before  (he  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Seeretary  of  tbe  Treuury : 
TaiASVBT  Dbiabtmbbt,  Jm.  1,  IBIS. 

Sib:  I  have  the  hmar  to  trannit  a  statement'af 
tbe  exports  olthe  United  States,  dunnglhe  year  aid- 
ing the  SOth  Seplenbar,  181^  auotrnting  in  valn«s  in 
articles  of 

Duaeetic  produce  end  msnobelnie,  to  978,BS4)487 

Foreign       de       do       do       do        1»,4U,SM 


•9S,S8I,tSS 
Which  aitloles  appear  to  have  been  exported  to  the 
following  conninss,  vii : 

Dmne*lie.       Foragiu 
To  the  northern  ooontries  of 

Europe  -  -  -  -  l.SM.SBO  l,08t,4U 
To  Ihe  dominioii*  of  the 
Kethetiands  -  -  -  4,103,778  9/K»,Tll 
.  Of  Great  Britain  44,4»,5S3  3,ses,«80 
OfFranoe-  -  10,e6B,7t)8  S,9SS,T»I 
Of  Spain  -  -  i,H»,asi  S,e6T,sn 
OfPdrtngal        -      3,MIM>10        S4^1H 


'4» 
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Exteutive  MeiagM    •ImporUfrom  Omada. 


Juniuv,  Mlfi. 


of  QarauiT   .        -        -      8,M0t008       1,07S,4B1 


$78^54,487  $19,U6^06 


1  k>T«  tba  hOBiu  to  be,  &e> 

WM.  H.  CTlAWFOK). 

The  efuxkk  Af  fee  Boon  of  B^s. 

Tbe  letter,  with  iu  enclomea,  wu  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

BZECtlTIVB  MESSAGE,  &c 

A  Message,  in  vritiag,  was  received  from  ib* 
Pbibident  or  the  United  Sti.ts8,  as  follows  ; 
Tb  tit  Hou*t  of  Rtprtttnfaiivf  of  ikt  UmUd  Statei4 

Ib  eoiBpliMiae  with  ■  feaalntian  ot  the  H<hiw  of 
SepnaenUiTea,  of  the  34ttk  inituit,  reqnaeting  me  Is 
]«y  betrae  it  "  coiaai  of  the  oormpoDJaDea,  if  amf, 
bcAween  Ibe  DepiirtDietit  of  Wu  mod  the  OowDMr  of 
Oeoigia,  in  uuwer  to  the  letter  of  the  Istlar  to  the 
fbimer,  dated  on  Iba  IM  of  June,  of  the  praeent  year, 
eonimiuuc«I«d  to  the  HooM  on  the  ISlh  iuatant,  and 
tiMf  the  corieepondence,  if  an;,  betweui  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  and  Oeneial  Andrei^  Jackaon,  in  eu' 
awer  to  the  letter  of  the  latter,  of  the  date  7th  Maj, 
IBIS,  alio  eommnnicated  to  the  Hooae,  on  the  ISth 
instant  f  I  trajmnit  ■  report  from  the  Secretin  of 
War,  widi  a  copy  «f  an  extract  of  a  latter  6om  Major 
Tan  Darenter,  Chief  Cleik  In  the  Deputment  ot 
War,  in  reply  to  General  Jacfceea'a  letter  of  the  7(h 
of  Hay,  1B18. 

JAHE8  MONIU^. 

Dmbmmb  si,  IBlft. 

DarAsnirr  at  Was,  Dte.  30,  IBIS. 
The  SecretaiT  of  War,  to  mhoa  tfa*  rafcrred  th» 
reeolDtton  of  tiie  Bonae  of  RepraieatativeB  of  the 
S4th  initant, "  reqnekliDB  the  PrMidaat  of  the  United 
Stataa  to  caua*  to  be  laid  bebra  thia  Honae,  if;  in  hia 
o]dniaa  the  atme  ihenld  not  be  ineonaiatent  with  the 
pnUie  intereat,  capie*  of  the  coireepondenu 

betwean  the  Department  of  Wu  end  the  Gt 

Georfia,  in  anewM  to  the  lattn  of  the  latter  to  the 
'  1  on  the  let  of  Jom  of  the  present  year, 
ed  to  Ihi*  House  on  the  ISth  inataot;  and 
■DO  «Be  coireifondenee,  if  ain,  between  (be  D^>arl- 
n«srt«f  War  and  GeBeeel  Andrew  Jackson,  in  an- 
awM  «D  tte  letter  ef 'the  latiar,  stf  the  4ele  ef  the  7th 
•f  Mar,  IBIB,  Am  WBitumie^ed  «o  itib  H 
the  latk  insltfH,"  has  the  heou  W  kuMsi.  _ 
fcaot  of  a  Isitei  wiiiesn  »y  Msjar  VesdvnMer,  Chief 
Clerk,  Department  of  W»r,  in  reply  to  General  Jaek- 
iKM'e  letter  of  tba  ?lh  ef  M^,  18U,  and  taelWethat 
■e  lotkt  ma  w^ten  by  this  De^iaitment  to  the  Qot- 
mtaai  at  OaorfU,  in  anawer  to  hi*  letter  of  the  let  of 

ivM.ieiB. 

J.  O.  OALBatm. 
Bxtnut  of  a  UtUrJrom  Major  C.  Vtrndtvenier,  Chi^ 

Cltrk,  to  Xi^or  Gtntral  Andraa  Jathtoa,  dated 
"  ^rxmwMMXT  or  Wak,  Jiise  3,  UI8. 

"Tow  letters  of  the  7th  of  April,  eme  wttboot 
JaU,  and  of  the  SBth  of  April,  are  reeeleel. 

<•  The  Preridut  ef  the  United  Slalaa  and  the  Sec 
Mtanjef  Wetweent  of  town.  The  fimoar  wilj  rx 
tun  ^beat  Hw  lUi  inalant,  the  latter  net  before  the 
aUdb  Of  u«t  BMft.    So  aoon  M  Oie  President 


H^or  Davie,  oomuanding  the 
Wright,  and  a  co^  of  yonr  letter  to  iIh  Ocrremor  e( 
Geoi^lia,  in  relation  to  the  horrid  and  atrociaaa  d^ 
atroction  of  the  ChocUw  lillage,  will  be  laid  befoft 
him.  In  the  meanlime  I  am  adnsed  to  commonicM 
the  "  opinion"  that  the  trial  of  Captain  Wri^h^  i^ 
court  martial,  is  decidedly  preterable  to  a  ei^  prase-  ' 
cution  in  the  Federal  coort. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

IMPOBT8  FROM  CANADA. 
Mr.  Palheb,  of  New  York,  offered  for  consid- 
eralioD  the  followiag  reaolutioa  : 

lUtohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mesas 
be  instructed  to  inqnire  whether  any,  and  if  in;, 
what  provuuous  ere  naceasaiy  to  be  made  moreeffi^ 
tually  to  enforce  the  payment  of  datiea  on  goods,  &e- 
imported  by  land,  iirom  the  British  proTinces  in  Ama^ 
ica,  into  the  United  Stales :  also,  that  the  aame  «»• 
mittee  be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  axpadienoy  el 
ao  ameoding  the  4(h  secllen  of  a  law  of  Congrea, 
paaaed  (he  3d  da<r  of  March,  1817,  that  the  proiiMMS 
therein  contain^  ^ell  apply  only  to  steamboats  en 
Lake  Champlain  that  are  employed  whoBy  in  At 
transportation  of  paasengcre  and  thehr  baggage,  and 
that  the  aeid  section  shtll  not  extend  to  enlliMiae  tta 
(■try  of  any  gooda,  Ac,  aioapt  peiaanger*'  beggege, 
in  any  district  other  Hiin  theone  iato  which  th^  sse 
to  be  lauded  jwilh  leave  to  report  by  UU  or  «th«rwi«. 
Hr.  P.  said  that  lie  had,  a  few  days  preriond^, 
moTed  the  reference  of  similar  molinionstiiai 
Comtnittee  of  Commerce  and  Hmafaciuia; 
tbal  they  were  doI  then  adopted,  beuase,  n  he 
understood,  the  subject  was  lhou|rbt  Tnoat  pTO>- 
etl?  to  refer  itself  to  the  Commtttee  of  Wayi 
ana  Means.  HeDowfaatlened,  he  said,  to  renew 
the«  with  this  alteration,  lest  it  should  be  thought 
the  Hotiae  wna  anwflliDK  to  consider  «  snbjeet 
that  was  of  much  importance  to  the  section  of 
Domirr  which  he  rqireaenied ;  which,  fae  wti 
pereQBded,  was  not  the  caee. 

Hr.F.  eaid,  it  bad  been  bis  fortune,  as  residing 
nearer  the  frontier  alluded  to  than  most  other 
members,  to  hare  wito eased  (fae  deplorable  Inad- 
equacy of  our  rerenue  laws,  as  they  are  at  pres- 
ent eonstitnted,  to  meet  the  kind  orimporiBtiont 
by  \*ai  fram  Oaoada  which  preTails  oa  onr 
Northern  frontier;  that  the  collectors  of  the  db- 
triet  ot  Vermont  and  Cbam^ein  had  both  staled 
10  him,  in  peiaomU  conTcrsation,  their  full  con- 
riciiou  that  some  improrements  to  the  rerenna 
laws  applicable  to  onr  Northern  ftoniier  are  ab- 
BolMely  necessary.  Tl  would  be  further  recol- 
lected, Mr.  F.  said,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tteaeury,  who  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
oar  rerenne  laws,  bad^  at  the  last  aeesfon,  recom- 
mended similar  provisions  to  those  now  contsn- 
Skted;  bat  that  those  prorisioDs  had  not  yet 
sea  passed  into  law. 

Mr.  F.  saM,  if  it  WM  noaesaaiy  «Dwio  SMein 
what  ithe  difficnUiea  'CKistiM  in  the  eyatem  of 
enr  remaae  4aw«,  aa  af^wDle  to  4his  freatiar, 
eaasistwl,  he  would  eay^lhn  'tis  veveoMlnsa 
all  i»M«iuil»ted  gvodi,  -Ac,  ie  be  cMSfel  ht  4m 
ofiae  of  the  eoUecior  of  the  casimns  only,  tad 
■•t  at  Aa  «atees  of  the  depatycolleetofaTeri- 
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ding  on  the  difimnt  nwds,  dntaot  from  the  eol- 
loetot'a  office,  by  wliioh  ^oods  sra  JBtrodnoed. 
"Wa  bad,  Mr.  P.  »aid,  proridad  for  the  nppoiat- 
ment  of  deputy  collectors,  to  be  sCalioned  on  the 
principal  roads  bjr  wbich  goods  are  intiodaced, 
in  order  to  saard  them  ;  bat  there  ware  do  pro- 
vuioni,  Mr.  P.  >aid,  obliging  imporlers  to  report 
or  enlw  their  goadt  at  thou  custom-lioaw  offi- 
cea.  Mr.  P.  said  hia  object  was  lo  make  it  ob-, 
li^tory  OB  the  importers,  onder  peultr  of  a  for> 
feitnre  of  their  goods,  and  the  other  UBual  penal' 
tra*.  "  to  r^Mit  and  enter  their  goods  at  the  <^ee 
oC  tiu  depatf  collector  neatest  the  road  bp  which 
they  are  first  imparted."  Ac  present,  goods  were 
amtugled  past  iheciuiani-hetise  officers  stationed 
oa.  tbeae  sereral  ttrenues ;  end,  if  pursued  and 
oTCitakan,  no  penalty  or  forfcittue  accroed  ;  and 
it  maanffioieDt  for  the  amuggler  to  allege  that 
heimendedioeoter  his  good«  at  the  office  of  the 
colleotor  of  the  district,  where  alone  he  is.  re- 
quired, by  law,  to  report  and  eater  them ;  and 
tw  iaayacter  mast  aecept  this  declaration,  as 
aDfiai<nt,>nd  receive  the  dmies;  heace  a  maxim 
has  grown  into  use,  "  to  import  goods  as  secretly 
»  possible,  and,  if  detected,  it  is  always  seoo 
enough  to  enter  them  aod  pay  dtilita."  One 
diScalty,  oat  of  many  thns  ooeasiooed,  was,  that, 
the  offieen  of  the  enswtne,  ioatead  of  reeetTiag 
the  datiee  aad  eatrtea  «(  (he  place  wher»they 
tMjtratimpmleiL  arc  eompelled  to  pnrsae  the 
Spodf,  tfaoftEeereay  istrodaoed,  all  over  the  inte- 
rior of  these  districla,  in  otder  to  collect  the  d«- 
liea  on  thom;  whereat,  if  the  importers,  were 
required,  by  proper  penalties  and  forfeituree,  to 
eater  Aem  "  at  tbo  offise  of  the  collector  of  the 
costoins  nearest  the  road  by  which  they  are  first 
imported,"  the  prineinl  difficulties  complained 
of  would  be  removed.  Mr.  P.  said  that^he 
othei  beanob  of  the  resolution  applied  to  steam- 
boats on  Lake  Cbamplain ;  aad  their  object  is  to 
take,  from  sach  as  may  be  used  for  the  ordiaary 
porposea  of  itade^  the  pririlege  of  importing 
goods  subject  to  dnly,  without  obscrriug  the 
tame  rules  whieh  are  exacted  in.  other  cases  '  ~ 
order  (o  prereot  i  mposiiioD  upon  the  reveaue. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  balieTed  the  privilsKes  granted 
to  sieamhoais  to  eniat  goods,  other  than  passen- 

Srs*  baggage,  in  any  other  district  than  the  one 
which  thay  were  to  be  landed,  bad  already 
praved  injurious  to  its  operatioaa.  But.  Mr.  P. 
■aid,  he  had  a  farther  and  more  powerful  reason 
which  iDdnced  bin  to  wish  for  an  alteration,  of 
the  law,  Blinded  to  in  this  branch  of  the  rcaolu- 
tioBi  Mr.  P.  laNl  it  was  now  opderslood,  thi 
awaidilioiiiil  iteuabaai  woiiU  be  emplayed  oa 
thiuJkin  ilU'  MU  aeasoi^  wbich  wan  iBteadcd  to 
besoldy  antploxedJliMbaitnpoaesufeDcnBiarce. 
Aad  if  thiB>  saatioa  is  pefaitted.tnceaniD,  a  pro- 
TisioB,  whiak  was  <mif.  intaaded  loaflbrd  a  laait- 
jty  ro  thC'  transportatien.  of  nasseDgers  aad  their 
baggage,  will  beeam*  apptioable  to  tbA  gtvat 
body  of  our  impociaiions  by  that  Iske,  sad  tnU 
tnpersede  one  of  thepriacipal  fruards  la  our  rev- 
enue laws;  that  is,  the  necessity  of  entering 
leods,  whieh  ara  subject  to  dotJM,  in  the  dtstrjct 
in  which  ibey  -ate  laitded.    Mr.  F.  nH  thai  he 


HiofB. 

should  not  have  troubled  the  House  witb  the  ob- 
servadona  be  had  made,  but  that  the  sohjeci  waa' 
somewhat  local,  and  he  had  thougbl  itdue  to  the 
Houie  to  express  some  of  the  principal  reasoM 
which  had  induced  him  to  ofier  the  resolution  to 
the  House. 
Theiesolntion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  SLATE  THADB. 
Mr>  MaaoaH  introduced  the  resolution  wbiek 
follows  by  a  few  remarks,  imporiinc:  that  the  law 
of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the  oiiizena  of 
the  United  States  from  eogigiag  ia  the  slave 
trade,  was  evaded  in  a  maoner  which  demanded 
the  interpositioD  of  Congress,  ije  referred  to  the 
law  whioh  authorises  the  President  oi  the  Uni>. 
ted  Slates  to  employ  onr  armed  vcasela  in  exew 
provisions,  anl  aieo  aatfaorizes  those 
veasers  to  seize  aad  bring  iaio  the  ports  o£  tha 
United  States  all  ships  and  vessels  engaged  iatha- 
violalion  of  it.  In  a  publication  which  Mr.  M. 
said  be  bad  seen,  and  lo  which  he  referred,  the 
names  were  given  of  at  least  twenty  resaeli  fitted 
out  in  the  ports  of  the  Uniled  Stales  faa  di4nb- 


bad  been  made  br  the  iiiijeiior  tribuoals  ii  , 

of  these  casee,  and  the  names  of  American  houses 
and  American  citizens  «ngaged'ia  this  detestable 
traffic,  ware  to  be  ftmad  oa  the  naavda  ^  the 
British  court.  To  obtain  informatioD  haviasft 
direct  bearing  on  this  subject,  Mr.  M.  subnttted 
this  resolution : 

BtMhad,  Thsl  the  Seoretaty  of  the  Navy  hs  dtteeted 
to  repOTt  to  this  House  a  eopy  of  incb  iiulnicliona,  if 
any,  a«  msj  have  beeo  issuM  by  thk  Department  iU' 
paiBaaBOBof  tha  set  of  GouBnaaof  1S17,  pn^ibitjiiK 
the  i^ertatiDn  ot  slavee,  to  die  eMussnoan  of  the 


'esisis  M  have  been  eofasad  in  Iho  slave  ttads. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MEBoaa  then  said,  he  had  another  resolu- 
tion to  ofiar,  in  relation  to  another  baanob  of  the 
same  lobject.  W«  have  all  been  isfosmed,  he 
said,  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  moaihs,  that 
iDdividuals  brought  into  tile  United  States,  i» 
violation  of  the  law  before  referred  to,  had,  lo- 
executiou  of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  bean  «om^ 
Craned  to  hereditary  slavery;  and,  oa-caaniiUDg 
the  aots  of  Congress,  he  fanad  that  tha  anihafilf 
under  whieh  this  iniquity  (h«  would  so  oalt  ii> 
had  been  pmetised,  was  derived  from  one  of  these 
set*.  To  obtain  such  infornutioB  as  might  assist 
the  Henaeinarrivioaatapwpef  ramadyforthia 
fault,  he  moved  the  Allowing  roaoluion  : 

Saokcd,  That  tha  BecrBtaiy  of  the  Traasoiy  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  Hanse  the  number  and  names 
of  the  slave  idpt,  if  any,  which  have  been  seised 
and  condemned  wiAin  the  United  States  At  violation 
of  the  lawa  thereof  against  Ae  importation  of  alavea, 
and  if  any  nOfToea,  molattoes,  or  penona  of  crior,  hare 
been  Ibund  on  beeid  aaoh  veaaeta,  Iheir  nombe^  and 
the  diipoHtifm  which  have  bean  made  of  them  1^  the 


they  ha«a  Man. 


e  JaiisdMon 


HISTOKT  o;  OONaBHHB. 


Ul 


Jamvaxt,  ISIB.- 


Mr.  Strotbbb  iiioT«d  to  amend  tha  retolution 
to  at  to  direct  a  rsport  to  be  iDRde  also  of  thi 
UBinber  and  Dame*  of  Ihe  lUre  sfaips,  if  anfi  and 
the  norii  from  which  thay  had  tailed,  if  they 
eoDia  be  aacertaioed.  Mr.  8.  (aid  he  wi«hed  (bat 
the  igoominy  of  this  trade,  if  an^,  abould  attach 
where  it  belooged,  and  not  be  imputed,  on  Ihe 
auiboritf  of  general  ramor,  lo  [be  wnole  conniTT. 
He  wiihed  at  least  that  the  coanity  of  wbicb  he 
was  a  HQpreteatatiTS  iboDld  be  abtoUed  from 
tBT  charge  of  participation  in  it. 

Mr.  Flotd  wished,  also,  that  the  name*  of  tbe 
pUeca  where  iht  Teaael*  are  owned  shoold  be 
added  to  that  of  the  place  whence  they  tailed. 

Mr.  CoiB  detired  to  amend  this  ntolre  farther, 
•o  ai  t«  reqoirt  information  bjr  whom,  as  well 
wber^  tha  reoaels  were  owned. 

Tbeae  amendmeats  were  not  objected  to  by 
Hr.  Mnoia,  and  were,  as  w«ll  ai  the  original 
motion,  all  agreed  to. 

The  House  than  again  reiolred  itself  into  _ 
Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  JohnDclaadd. 

lA.  Rrba,  of  TeDDCtsee,  occupied  the  floor,  in 
opposition  to  the  claim,  UDiil  after  three  o'clock ; 
wtan)  tbe  Committee  rote  and  reported  progren. 

TcianxT,  January  5. 

The  Smakik  laid  before  the  House  m  letter 
a<ldi«ased  lo  him  by  Benjamin  H.  Lalrobe,  late 
SuTTejror  of  tbe  Public  Buildings  and  of  the  Cap- 
itol, at  tha  City  of  Washington,  ia  relaiioo  to  hii 
oonduct  while  in  tbe  capacity  aforesaid  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Commklee 
of  Wayi  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Oooding  and  James  Williams;  wbieh 
was  read  ;  when  Mr.  9.  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Ihe  said  John  Oooding  and  James  Wil- 
liams; which  was  read  twice,  and  commilled  to 
a  Commiiiea  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PoiKDECTEB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablie  Landt,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Rice  Jones,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  loa  Commit- 
toe  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pi.BAaAHTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
•xpediency  of  increasing  the  amount  of  the  seen- 


tity  lo  be   required  from   navy  agents,  made 

iwiori;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  P.  report) _ 

t  Dill  eoncarotng  nary  agents ;  which  was  read 


I  Committee  of  the 


Mr.  PiKDALL,  from  ibe  select  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  lail  session,  oo  ibesubjeci^  reported 
B  bill  to  auihoriie  the  praaecuiion  of  suits,  id  tbe 
nalore  of  peiiiions  of  right  and  informalities  of 
introsion,  in  cases  in  which  the  United  Suies  are 
sonoarned;  which  was  read  twice,  aad  commit- 
t»d  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  theteleni  committee  lo  which 
waa  eommitted,  yasteiday,  tha  bill  aiplaMlory  of 


belonging  to  the  United  States,  ii.  ._ 
Washingtoo,  reported  the  same  with  an  ameitd- 
ment;  wbich  was  read  and  the  aaid  bill  wm« 
ordered  to  Jie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Commille« 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instrneted  to  inqoin 
into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  to  rest,  in 
the  Legislature  of  the  Siaieof  Ohio,  power  to  sell 
the  remaining  thiny-fite  sections  of  land  in  tha 
reBerralion  at  the  Seiota  Salt  Works,  and  ta  ap- 
ply tbe  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  sneh  purposes,  for 
the  use  of  the  State,  as  the  said  Legialaiure  Baa^ 
deem  most  proper. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Sodthabd,  the  Committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  Militia  were  instracted  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  atteration 
or  amendment  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
are  necessary  to  insure  an  equitable  eorolmeat, 
and  an noal  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  reapeetira 
Suies. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Sutpaoii,  the  Oommittae  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  fifth  section  of 
theaci,entjded  "An  acitaying  a  dutj  on  imported 
salt ;  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported  ; 
and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the 
fisheries,"  so  that  the  owner  of  every  vessel  abore 
twenty  tons,  employed  in  the  fisheries,  shttll  re- 
ceive an  allowance  of  four  dollars,  for  each  and 
every  ton  of  such  vessel's  burden:  ProndaiL  That 
the  a II owanee  aforesaid  on  any  one  veasd,  for  one 
seatoo,  thall  not  exceed  three  hnndred  and  afzty 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ai.bza!idb&  Shttb,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  wei8 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing 
the  ^ndard  of  weights  and  measures: 

The  Spbaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
traosmiiting  a  list,  made  out  by  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  of  tnose  persons  who  hare  not  ren- 
dered eeeonnts  for  seiilemeot  witbia  the  year} 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Cummittee  of  the  Whole  having  been  diB- 
cbargad,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Riod,  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  tbe  hill  ia  aulhwtze  the 
Rockville  sad  Washington  Turnpike  Compauy 
to  make  the  rood  as  far  as  tbe  city  boundary,  iha 
same  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Paxainairt 
OP  TBB  UitiTip  Stiteb,  as  followa : 
Tbiht  Houte  of  S^rttttOntiv^tf^llit  OtitedSlaUi* 

I  transmit  to  Conitess  a  proolaBiBtioB,  dslsd  tbe 
SSd  of  last  month,  of  ths  omviktiMi  made  and  con* 
dndad  at  Madrid,  betwrnn  the  PlenfpotaBtiaiieti«(  Iha 
Vnitsi]  StslM  and  His  Calhdic  Majaatr,  on  the  1 1th 
•f  Aoanst,  1809,  the  ratifiealioBS  of  whkh  were  net 
ezchsngwl  till  tha  Slst  ultimo,  lofelher  with  Ihe  traax 
Istiou  of  a  latter  &oa  the  Minittet  of  Sfsin,  to  the  8e» 
retanofStal*. 

JAHEB  HONBOE. 

WASBiBiTar,  January  4,  1SI9. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  with  its  aeaom- 
panyisg  dotnmenia,  ordered  to  lie  on  Ihe  table. 


HISTORT  OF  COmaBBBB. 


Jaruist,  1819. 


MOUarf  ApprojmaUtM  BiO. 


BILLS  REJECTBD. 

Tbe  House  then  agtia  reMlved  Jlself  ido  * 
Committee  or  the  Whole  on  tbe  tnll  foi  the  relief 
of  John  Delafield. 

Mr.  Rhbi  cooduded,  in  about  half  ao  hour,  the 
■peeeh  he  ynlerday  commeoced  agaiosl  the  bill. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr. 
CuBBHAN,  each  at  some  length,  in  supporl  of  thr 
bill. 

Mr.  Claibobnk  moved  to  strike  out  the  firs 
MClioD  of  ihe  bill,  which  motion  was  carried  by 
«  large  majority ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LiTfiKMOBE,  the  first  hc 
of  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Bnrr,  referred 
to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  also 
atriaken  ooi. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
Ulls  at  amended  (o  the  House. 

Tbe  question  on  conodrring  with  ibe  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole  on  slrikiog  out  the  fint  section 
«f  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Delafield,  waa 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
OD  to  64,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

Tbe  amendmeDl  reported  to  the  bill  for  the 
lelief  of  Samuel  Burr,  was  also  concurred  in  by 
tbe  House,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

Then  the  House  adjourned. 

WiDRESDAT,  January  ft. 

Mr.  Obowell,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pmoicd  on  the  petition  of  tbe  Legislative  Council 
aod  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory 
of  Alabama,  oa  behalf  of  Tandv  Walker,  reported 
a  bill  to  place  the  said  Taitdy  Walker  at  the 
pcKsioD  lilt ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chowbll,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  iostrnoted  to  imqniie  into 
the  expediency  ofauihoriiing  by  law  the  sale  of 
Mckiowosbipsof  landfin  the  Alabama  Territory, 
that  have  been  returned  by  the  surveyors,  as  not, 
in  their  opinion,  worth  two  dollar*  per  acre,  and 
eonaequenily  not  survejred  or  offered  for  sale. 

An  en^OBsed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
tbe  President  and  Managers  of  ibe  Rockville  sad 
WashingtOD  Turnpike  Koad  Company,  in  the 
Slate  of  Maryland,  to  extend  and  make  a  turn- 
pike road  10  or  from  the  boDndatr  of  tbe  City  of 
Washiogion,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  through 
the  said  District,  lo  the  line  thereof,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  pasted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maaoan,  the  SeereUry  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  the 
pccaent  strength  and  distribatiou  of  the  Aimy  of 
the  United  States ;  and  lo  subjoin  to  stlch  report 
ihesnmbei  and  value  of  the  extra  days'  labor  per- 
formed by  [he  sereral  detBchmeots  thereof,  te- 
apeeiively,  in  the  yeu  endiuK  on  tbe  SOth  day  of 
Oetobcr  last,  upon  roads  or  oth«robjectsorfatigue 
duty ;  together  with  a  siatement  of  sucb  objects, 
if  any  there  are  of  a  similar  naiDre,  to  wbich  it 
is  eoBtempIaied  to  direct  the  labor  of  the  troops, 
In  ibe  curreot  year,  distinguishing  the  sum*  ex- 
pended OD  loada. 


HILITABT  APPBOPRIATION  BILL. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  then  aaoouneed, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
to  take  up,  out  of  its  turn,  tbe  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Bsiab- 
lisfameni  for  1819.  This  departure  fioiB  the 
usual  course  of  busiuesa  requires  the  unaBimona 
coDsent  of  the  House.  Mr.  Mbroir  of  Yirginta, 
objected,  and  the  question  was  therefore  not  put. 

Mr.  Smith  then  mored  to  postpone  all  the  or- 
ders of  the  day  which  preeeded  ttial  bill,  in  oidar 
to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  WiLUAMB.  of  North   CvoUu,  opposed 


iaeriug  it,  iit  the  gMeaeot  a'tata  of 


Ihe  B  , 

tbe  bnsinew  before  the  FL        , 

There  were  sereral  propositions  before  the  Hooae, 

yet  lo  be  decided  on,  by  which  tbe  pntrinoBsM 

the  bill  might  be  aneoted  ;  ammgst  whieh  wu 

B  propcattioD  to  redace  tlw  Army,  the  iaeieioa 

of  whieh  ought  certainly  to  pneait  that  ob  thi* 

bill. 

Mr.  MiRom,  of  Virginia,  also  oppOMd  the 
moiioB.  There  was  no  part  of  our  institution!^ 
be  said,  in  regard  to  whien  there  ought  to  be'leaa 
preeipiiation,  or  mora  delibei«tion,  than  in  what 
regarded  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  That, 
he  said,  was  the  doetrine  of  the  ConstilMton. 
Tbe  illosiriotis  framers  of  that  inatniment  war* 
moDWho  looked  back  on  the  pagea  of  history, 
BBd  forward  into  futnriiy  |  and  amoDgst  other 
provisiooe  of  the  Cods titni ion,  they  baa  iaserted 
one  whieh  provides  that  do  appropriaiion  to  tbe 
use  of  the  Army  shall  be  for  a  lot^r  term  than 
two  years.  Mr.  M.  was  oppoead  to  going  into 
the  eonaideraiion  of  ihe  bill  at  ibe  ^eaeni  liiae, 
for  reasons  which  he  proceeded  to  state.  He  had 
wailed,  ha  said,  and  the  nation  had  anxiousiy 
wailed  until  the  two  comroillces  appointed  to 
loqaire  into  the  sutgect  of  the  Bemiuole  war 
shoald  make  their  reports.  The  House  wu 
aware  that  some  difference  of  opioion  bad  ex- 
isted between  those  two  committees,  as  lo  the 
scope  of  their  respective  daties ;  but,  be  had  this 
morning  understood  with  pleaaute,from  tbe  ohaii- 
main  of  the  Military  Committee,  that  a  report 
OB  this  important  subject  might  be  expected  from 
that  committee  in  a  few  days.  New,  Mr.  H. 
said,  he  would  exercise  Ihe  candor  here  to  d«- 
elare,  that  hi*  own  opinion  on  Ihe  snbjeet  was 
made  up;  but  tbe  courtesy  due  to  those  differ- 
ently situated  and  lo  the  nsnal  conrae  of  debate 
ia  the  House  forbad  him  from  proeeeding,  at  this 
time,  10  iotimaie  ihe  grounds  of  his  opinion ; 
which  was,  that,  if  tbera  was  no  other  mode  of 
expressing  the  sense  of  this  House,  in  reUtion  to 
the  transaetitms  of  that  war,  the  number  of  Major 
Qencrals  in  the  Army  should  be  redneed  to  one. 
If  no  other  gentleman  should  make  a  motion  to 
tbsil  effect,  Mr.  M.  said  he  should,  very  lelact- 
BDlly,  take  upon  himself  the  burden  of  proposing 
in  expression  of  ihe  opinion  of  the  House  in  soma 
ihape  or  olhei^  He  should  at  present  invite  ao 
discussion  on  this  subject,  unless  other  geatle- 
men  sought  it ;  bat,  he  said — few  be  bad  not  for 
many  nights  been  able  to  sleep  in  quiet  en  his 
piUow  from  hu  pahaful  teflcetieas  oa  the  trase- 


447- 


3uaonr  of  eoxrofiBao. 


u& 


HmHarg  Jtfimpriation  BUL 


Junutn,  1819. 


selioDkoT'  ttuH  wir— it  wu  ■.  duty  ha  omd  to 
hlnualf,  to  hia  eanililunU,  and  to  ki*  ooaotry, 
udiwhiakhasbDuld  ihcrefore  fetl  binuelf  boona 
to  pttSotm,  to  «xpteu  bis  aentitoeDia  on  the  eub- 
jeet  of  tbe  Jocidesla  and  ehsTactar  of  ibe  Sent- 


ciKsautanca  lb«  gCBUeinaii  Iwd  referred  to ;  dot 
did  he  see  what  co&Dtzioii  tlie  queatioa  atisioe 
oat  of  the  Samtnole  war  bad  with  tha  annim 

a  propria  (ton  bill  for  the  sappori  of  the  Aimj. 
la  ofriact  wu  to  pan  Ike  bill,  tbtt  the  officers 
of  the  GoreniBteiit  might  not  be  obliged  to  make 
uae  of  itie  public  maatf  witboat  aypn^uions 
bjr  1&W,  or  (he  Army  to  remiUQ  aopud.  Was  it 
not  pcopert  be  asked,  tbat  appro piwtioas  ibould 
b«  nade  befora  tba  oommMoeowDt  of  Ike  yeail 
Onr  WM  the  Uonse  to  wsit  till  tbe  tad  of  tbe  les 
ataa,aDd  till  all  the  diacusaions  on.  the  snbjeci 
of  the  SemJQole  war  bad  been  gone  through  3 
S^pot*  Ibe  propoMUOQ  to  redaoe  the  Army 
sbonid  lucoted,  the  appropriation  bill  would  not 
iwcrfoe  witb  it,  becaue,  if  tba  eipandkart 
sbotild  be  dimiaialied,  ibe  surpUu  would  (eautin 
in  the  TreaaBrr.  In  (kc.  early  hisMry  of  at|r 
GoTennaeDt,  it  had  been  nsKal  lo  pais  tke  annual 
apMpiiatian  bills  soon  !■  tbe  MMion ;  aodauoh, 
Ur.  S.  tb«agbt,  was  tke  obTioasty  pn^i  eouree. 
The  QaanenoasGar  Oeaeral^  depntmcM  aad 
pro«uiaD  depanment most  goon;  andcfaeappn 
prtetiana  for  tbaia  ought  not  to  be  witanel 
foBgcr  tbiD  w«s  abeoluiely  iieaessMy. 

fir.  MnioBB  said,  the  arguuMnt  of  tbe  gentle- 
Dwa,  thattbean^roprtation  billoogbt  t«  pa*a  be- 
Ibn  tba  conuneDcement  of  the  year,  proved  too 
mneb;  forihiswainoi  the  first  day  of  tke  month, 
but  the  tixtb,  nor  the  first  of  the  ■easioa,  said  ta«, 
for  we  hare  beta  here  almost  two  months.  The 
franer*  of  the  CoDstilntion,  he  laid,  looked  to 
this  mode  of  checking  abases  in  the  military  an- 
tkorily ;  and,  coBBleoaoMd  by  their  aothority  kud 
by  their  wisdom,  he  should  persereie  in  hie  op> 
position  to  going  into  ConmitiM  of  tbe  Whole 
at  thia  lima  on  the  appropriniion  bill. 

Mr.  SToxBe,  of  New  York,  said,  if  tba  oenile- 
mao  ssppoaed  that,  by  going  into  Comminea  of 
Ibe  Wholei  now,  the  appropriBiian  bill  woald  be 
iiiMediBtely  despatched,  he  m>  rery  moeh  via- 
taken.  The  first  inquiry,  on  precMdina  lo  the 
oOBsidcrBtion  of  tbe  bill,  woold  be,  wbeuer  the 
HoBse  ^ipr»fed  of  tbe  pnrpoee*  in  wbiish  tbe 
Aimy  bsa  been  em^yed.  Thie  woald  bring 
beferc  tbe  Hoate  not  only  tbe  cendBet  of  any 
paariieiikr  pan  of  tbe  Amy.bat  tbe  whole  Mil- 
itary fiataUiebmenb  Ur.  a.  was,  ihcrefen^  op- 
'  peaed  to  going  into  Comniitee  of  the  Wbele, 
■■til  he  aav  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Hil- 
itacy  Aflhira  en  the  sabjeei,asit  was  undemtood 
that  the  whole  subject  wonld  thus  soon  be  pro- 
perly befoee  themi 

lir.JoBMOS,ofEeniaoky,said,iftheMwuBot 
reasBB  to  expeoi  ifaal  diaonwion  would  take  place 
OD  diteel  ptopoailioes,  respecting  lbs  Semiaele 
war  and  the  exeeution  of  Arbntboet  and  Am- 
bnaier,  a*  well  u  for  tke  radnetioo  of  iba  Aimy, 


he  should  not  bav«  been  surprised  et  tbia  inei- 
deaial  discassion.  This  moraioK,  he  said,  haj 
been  Ibe  Grst  lime  tbe  Military  Committee  had 
been  able  to  take  up  the  subject  referred  to  them, 
and  no  disposition  lo  procraslinaie  could  be  ar- 
iribuled  to  ihem,  when  it  wa:i  known  that  in  the 
lezi  week  the  Military  Committee  would  make 
ome  kind  of  a  report.  So  far  from  any  abase 
n  the  administraiion  of  the  War  Depariraent, 
lalling  for  legislation  oat  of  ihe  ordinary  contse, 
ffiihouc  going  iolo  paniculan — be  would  oo 
than  ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  prorote 
_  ...cussion  al  ibis  lime— the  same  establisb- 
ment  called  for  a  less  approprialiou  this  year,  by 
$500,000,  than  last  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
changes  made  |n  tbe  anaagemema  of  the  War 
Deparimeut  by  lale  modifications  of  its  details. 
As  a  general  principle,  unless  in  times  of  ereni 
public  calamity,  ibe  courtesy  never  had  l>eea 
denied  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  M^ns,  to  take  up  tbe  appropriation 
bills  when  called  for  bybim.  It  was  proper  that 
this  bill  should  now  be  early  passea  upon,  to 
preTent,  on  the  one  hand,  that  kind  of  ioterieg- 
num  in  the  establishment  which  must  be  pro- 
duced by  slopping  Ihe  expenditure  for  prori- 
ilons,  pay,  Ao,,  or,  on  Ihe  other,  ihe  BiternatiTe 
of  paying  money  from  the  Treasury  withont 
preTioui  appropriation  by  law.  He  hoped,  there- 
lore,  the  bill  would  be  permiited  to  go  on, 

Mr.  Tdokeh,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  rery 
well  satisfied,  that,  with  reepeei  to  the  greater 
pari  of  tbe  military  ajqiropnatioM,  it  was  prac-- 
livable  for  the  House  to  aei  on  ikem,  and  to  go 
oa  audi  maka  appropriations,  without  cMitaittiiig 
tbemKlrea  on  any  principle  likely  to  be  brought 
into  discneiion.  But  there  was  at  least  one  sob- 
ject  embraced  in  the  bill,  lo  which  this  remark 
did  not  apply;  and  it  was  proper  to  iaqnire 
whether,  on  that  subject,  ibe  chairman  of  iha 
ComiaitMe  a£  Ways  sod  Meaaa  could  imparl  lo 
the  Honee  tbe  inunnatioD  neceesary  to  eaabte 
it  to  aet  nnderstandiogly.  Mr.  T.  said,  be  had 
seen,  in  the  National  Intelli^ncer  of  ibis  mont- 
ing,  DoUee  tbat  thirteen  miles  of  ihe  military 
rMd  on  the  northern  frontier  of  New  York  had 
been  eompleled.  He  did  not  allude  la  tbia  woik 
beaeuse  he  disapproved  of  it;  for  it  had  lib  heartr 
apppobation—bnt,  he  aaked,  by  what  authoritr 
bad  thia  raad  been  made,  aod  by  what  meaaa? 
By  Ihe  authority,  ufidenbtedly^  of  an  ap|>ropriatioa 
made  br^CuogTcas,  in  the  last  appfOpriMioa  bdl. 
By  what  authority  would  that  work,  now  in  pi»- 
ness,  eoniiane  to  be  nroaecuted?  That  ihaae 
iairteaa  miles  of  excellent  northesD  road  ware 
made  fur  Bolhina,  when  tbe  Houas  very  wtU 
know  that  the  Cumberland  mad  cost  at  least 
aomeihing,  was  not  lo  be  believed.  By  what 
amhoriiy,  then,  wa*  the  road  to  be  coBiinued  } 
By  the  aothority,  unqwattooBUy,  of  an  appro- 
pnatioa  contained  in  this  bill.  Agreed,  air,  nid' 
Mr.  T. — give  me  internal  improvement,  under 
tbe  authority  of  Congrees,  and  I  eare  little  lAar 
depaitment  naa  charge  of  it.  But  I  ihiak  it  bot 
fair,  and  petfeeily  right,  that  thia  HnaeaahoaU 
distinctly  express  its   opinion  oa  the  Ml^wti 
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When  yn  come  to  ibar  part  or  (be  tpproptiaii 
'  far  the  ttoaTtermMier'i  depaTimenl,  or  Tor  the 
Pay  departmeot,  I  think  ft  vould  be  better  to 
I  separate  from  (hero  so  ronch  as  is  required  hy 
the  ezpenditure  for  makiog  roads,  and  that  it  be 
either  appropriated  in  a  separate  bill,  or  aader  a 
separate  head  of  expenditure  in  the  same  bill, 
that  we  may  all  see  and  uaderstaod  what  it  is 
we  vote.  Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  T.  laid,  that, 
hopiog  to  get  the  Becessary  information  from  the 
ceoileman,  be  sfaonld  not  be  averse  to  tahiDg  op 
the  appropriatioa  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  after  stating  (hat  the 
House  was  in  posseseion  or  most  of  (he  inrorma- 
lioD  the  Committee  of  Ways  tad  Means  bad  re- 
ocif ed,  said  that  the  committee  had  no  iaforma- 
lion  going  directly  to  the  object  of  ibe  gentleman 
last  up ;  there  was  an  estimate  for  the  cost  of 
lime,  linber,  Ac.,  including  exra  pay  to  the  sol- 
diers for  work,  bat  the  smaTlnessoi  the  turn,  only 
930,0<X),  indnced  him  to  believe  that  this  appro- 
ptlaiioo  applied  only  to  work  to  be  done  on  bar- 
raeks,  dte.  But,  if  the  gentleman  desired  to  make 
a  teparale  article  of  the  amonnt  of  extra  pay  to 
aoldiers  fbr  work  on  roads,  there  would  be  no^ 
difficulty  in  doing  it.  Mr.  8.  took  oecasion  to' 
signify  hiaspprobaiion  of  ibis  mode  of  employins 
the  tro^. 

Mr,  Tdokvr  said  he  could  scarceiy  have  eup* 
posed  that  so  much  road  had  been  made,  and  that 
no  iDformation  on  the  snbject  had  been  commn- 
uioated  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Ha  should  therefore  more  a  resolution  calling 
^  for  informstion  on  this  subject ;  lor  he  did  think, 
when  they  were  obliged  (o  heave  the  lead  in  get- 
ting  through  this  House  appropriations  for  the 
natinished  road  in  (he  West,  making  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  under  the  obtiga- 
lion  of  a  compact  with  one  of  the  States;  when 
on  this  subject  every  inch  of  ground  had  to  be 
foDght  for,  it  was  proper  that  the  House  should 
have  some  information  respecting  the  roads  ma- 
king under  the  direction  ot  the  Executive.  Mr. 
T.  said  he  was  happy  to  perceive  that  (he  Secre- 
tary of  War,  who  bad  been  one  of  the  most  able 
advocates  of  the  system  of  internal  improvement 
in  Ihii  House,  had  not,  in  his  transit  (o  another 
office,  dropt  bis  principles  by  the  way,  bat  con- 
tinned  iba  friend  and  (he  agent  of  internal  im- 
proramentin  his  present  elation.  Mr.  T.  Mid 
be  was  glad  to  see  the  work  in  question  going 
on  ;  for  lie  had,oacominginto  this  House,  parted 
with  local  partialities  and  prejudices,  and  was 
detivous  to  see  anything  in  progress  which  was 
to  benefit  any  part  of  the  country.  If  the  bill 
■  should  be  taken  up,  he  said  be  should  move  to 
I  amend  it,  so  to  separate  the  expense  of  making 
roads  from  (he  other  items  in  the  bill,  as  that  it 
should  be  reitdered  imposaibte  for  any  man  to 
read  withont  understanding  iL 
I  Mr.  WiLUAMSj  of  North  Otrolina,  said,  ia  ad- 

'  dition  to  the  subject  of  the  road,  the  ground  on 
'  which  he  particular]^  opposed  going  into  Com- 
'  mitiee  was,  that  there  is  a  proposidon  on  the  (able 
I  to  leduoe  the  Military  Peace  EstaUiihraent,  and 
'  that,  until  that  proposition  was  flaally  %c(ed  on, 
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be  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  vote  a  single 
cent  for  the  support  of  the  establishment. 

Mr.  Pr.oTO,  of  Virglaia,  was  in  favor  of  taking 
up  the  bill.  As  to  the  extra  pay  to  aoldierL  for 
work  done  on  roads,  fatigue  duty  done  by  (hem 
had  always  been  paid  for,  from  (be  earliest  date 
of  the  Government  to  the  present  day,  and  the 
apptQpnaiioD  for  it  now  involved  no  >ew  prtQci- 
pie.  As  to  the  <iiiesiioa  of  the  Seminole  war, 
that,  he  said,  ought  to  stand  by  itself,  and  not  to 
interfere  with  the  current  and  ordinary  business 
of  ihesesMon. 

Ur.  RiED,  of  Maryland,  said  thB(  the  discus- 
sion bad  already  proceeded  far  enough  to  show 
the  propriety  of  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina.  It  proved  that  larger 
appropriations  had  been  made  than  were  neces- 
sary for  the  payment  of  (be  Army,  and  that  a 
pan  of  the  money  appropriated  under  the  head  of 
military  expenditure,  had  been  applied  to  tbe 
purpose  of  making  roads.  It  appeared  clearly  to 
oim^  that  the  question  on  the  proposition  to  re- 
duce the  Army  ought  to  be  Srst  settled. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  going  into 
Cmmnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Military  Appro- 
priation bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
small  majority. 

The  bill  ie  quesdon  embraces  the  following 
items  of  appropriation : 

For  snbustence  (in  addition  to  $S0O,oeo  slieadj 
sppropriatsd,)  $600,600. 

For  foisge  fbr  officen,  $36,490. 

For  clothing,  f400,000. 

For  bounties  snd  premiums,  f  63,600. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  960,000. 

For  the  qnsrterm  aster's  depertmont,  $&90,OOD> 

For  contingencieB  of  the  Army,  $60,000. 

For  snearages,  sriainf  from  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
pTDpristion  to  pay  onlatanding  claims,  $100,000. 

For  foitiScatious,  9600,006. 

For  making  a  inrvej  of  the  water-coursei  tributarj 
to,  and  weal  ot,  (he  MinisMppi ;  also,  Oiose  tributary 
to  the  aante  river,  and  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  99fi00, 

For  the  corrent  sipansee  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, 9100,000. 

For  the  armoiiM  at  Spiin^eU  end  Harper's  Fer> 
17,  •3T6,00a 

For  ainuBg  and  sqnipping  the  militia,  9300,000. 

For  the  election  and  completion  of  arsensls,  to  wit : 
fbr  compleliDg  the  arsenal  at  Aogosta,  in  Oeorgiai 
960,000 1  for  erecting  a  powder  nuguine  at  Frank- 
ford,  near  Philadelphia,  916.000 ;  for  complsting  the 
arsenal  snd  other  works  at  Watertown,  near  Boetoo, 
920,000 ;  for  completing  the  arsenal  and  other  work* 
atfittsbnrg,  Penniylvania,  $6,000;  for  a  levee  round 
the  aMenil  at  Waterrlett,  New  York,  9S>000  i  for 
building  a  powder  msga^e  at  Baton  Rouge,  930,000. 


For  cannon,  powder,  and  diot,  to  fulfil  ezistins  con- 
tcta ;  for  mounliag  cannon,  and  fbr  purehaaa  of  lef ' 
9191,300. 


If  lead. 


To  provide  Sir  die  payment  of  ths  retained  boun^, 
and  the  per  diem  travelling  allowancs  of  pay  and  snb- 
siitenee  to  sotdiers  discharged  from  tbe  Army  in  the 
year  1B1>,  99i,K0. 

For  the  pnrobaee  of  maps,  {dans,  books,  and  inAru- 

Mte  fbr  the  War  Departtnent,  9  l|60tt. 

Fei  fiMl,  mi^  plane,  book*,  eractie*  of  qaaitara 
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md  olber  boildinn,  tad  for  conliniDi 
the  AMdemy  tt  Wnt  Point,  fSS.elo. 

For  marking  and  raoniiig  lh«  bamilarjr  liu*  of  tha 
wrarat  ceulcmi  of  lind  made  bj  the  Indltni,  flS.OOO. 

For  (h«  pajment  of  hair-pij  psorioni  to  widows 
■Hd  orpbaiu,  SS00,0OO. 

Fm  dM  •ntmal  aUowuiCB  to  tnTilid  pnuiotitn  of 
A*  Untied  SlatM,  •868,089. 

Piw  6m  aMMikl  dtowuM  to  dM  Rarotntionuy  ptn- 
tkmn,  uDdv  thaUw  of  Muok  18, 1S18,  tl,^oaJm. 

Fbt  sitMcagw  ariiiiig  fnm  ■  ddetsnqr  In  tha  M>- 
frtprialion  Ibr  pajins  ths  BnolatiMBiT  nnnontw 
th«  rear  1818,  $I3S,400  6E. 

Far  tlia  lodUn  dapartmanir  indadiiiK  aRMMgaa 
iacunad  hy  holdiag  ladian  tiaatiM,  $818,000, 

For  annuitr  to  tbo  CiMk  nation,  mdar  ttis  UmIt 
oT  ISOS,  «a,ooo. 

The  HoDse  then  retolrcd  itt«lf  iato  a  Canmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropiia- 
atioos  for  the  support  of  \kt  MiliUtf  Batawkah' 
tDjDl  for  the  year  1819;  to  which  Coiqmitlea 
bad  also  been  referred  a  bill  for  modifying,  in 
some  respeciB,  the  Staff  deparuneot  of  tha  Army. 

Mr.  CoLBTOH,  of  Tirgioia,  aftid  he  hoped  that 

SeDilemen  would  lake  up  the  appr^riatioa  bill 
rst  i  and  thai  they  would  nol  at  thii  lime  luat- 
upon  the  Committee  the  conoid eralt on  of  a  bill 
of  so  much  imporiance  a»  the  oihei  bill  refarrfd 
to  that  Committee,  which  so  short  a  lime  bad 
been  allowed  to  examine. 

The  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up;  and, 
bBving  been  read  ihrouch — 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  that,  allhongh  he 
approved  entirely  of  the  course  the  House  had 
pursued  of  lakiog  up  the  public  business  of  ibe 
session,  in  preference  to  the  tedious  sittings  they 
had  lately  held  for  the  adjudication  of  priTUe 
claims,  he  must  confess  he  was  somewhat  aur- 

Eiised  at  the  scantiness  of  the  iiiformaiioa  wliiah 
e  had  heard,  whilst  in  the  chair,  the  cbairmaD 
of  the  Commitlee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  aUe 
to  affi>fd  to  the  House  on  the  subjocts  embru^d 
in  the  bill.  He  bad  givea  notba,  he  said,  yealer- 
day  to  the  gentlenaa,  that  he  ahouU  make  the 
JnVHtyof  him,  when  tbiabill  came  us,. a*  to  the 
amount  of  money  Congress  had  parted  wkh.anil 
the  aahwBl  il  was  low  called  upon  to  apprapei- 
ate,  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads.  It  wm  witii 
surprise,  Mr.  C.  said,  ha  had  iieai<d  from  the  gea- 
(lamaa^  after  ibis  notice,  ibat  be  bad  no  iaforma- 
tiOBon  the  Bubiecl.  He  hoped,  he  said,  the  gentle- 
mail'  would  refresh  his  memory,  and  find  under 
what  tiem  of  the  bill  the  appropriation  \fat  made 
for  ertra  pay  to  the  Army  for  llie  purpose  of  con- 
tiructiDjF  military  roads.  It  wni  ?ery  im|kor[ant 
that  the  House  should  have  this  infoimation.  Il 
would  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  session  this 
great  Coostituiional  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  internal  improvements  had 
been  discussed  in  this  House.  It  would  be  re- 
collected that  whilst  the  power  of  (be  Executive 
btanch  of  the  Government  to  employ  the  lalwr 
and  money  of  the  nation  on  objects  of  .internal 
improvement  bad  been  strenuously  maintained, 
the  same  power  was  as  strenuously  denied  to 
Congress.  Mr.  C.  aaid  he  had  understood  that, 
in  addition  te  tha  Naithern  road  to  which  the 


oentlemaa  bad  aUaded,  other  roads,  beoiio^  ikt 
denominatioa  of  military  roads,  ware  naking— 


nakiDg— 
for  example,  a  gieat  and  nuinificeikt  road  from 
the  Tenosasee  river  to  Lake  Pone  bar  train ;  and 
that  over  this  miiiiary  road  it  was  proposed  vary 
soon  to  march  a  detachment  of  stage  eoachei, 
proposals  having  been  already  tnadc  to  the  Post 
Once  DepaclmCal  to  aimi|  itsalf  of  ih«  aervicM 
of  this  descripiioB  otmUitaryeorp:  If  it  betiM 
pleasure  of  tnis  House,  said  Mr.  C,  to  feld  it* 
arms,  and  sae,  one  bj[  one,  every  power  of  Osv- 
ernmenl  taken  from  it — the  power  to  lay  tazei, 
to  make  war,  to  apply  the  sword  aad  puree  of 
the  nation — be  it  so.  Bnt  for  hi*  part,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  desired  ioformalioa ;  as  that  vriiich  thft 
House  now  had  was  extremely  uttaaiiafaDloiy. 
He  begged  the  allention  of  gaotlemMi  to  U.  Uk. 
C.  tbea  read  the  few  first  lines  of  the  letter  of  the 
Bvcralary  of  Wat  to  ibe  Committea  of  Warn 
and  Means,  Dniil  bo  came  to  that  pert  of  tM 
letter,  speaking  of  tbe  documenla  bring  to  rolOe 
miaous  as  to  make  it  necesiary,  to  save  ths  lina 
rcqnl(«d  for  copying  them,  to  send  the  .niigioalai 
Documenla  so  voluminous,  Mr.  C.  laid,  that  not* 
wUhalandtDg  the  number— How  many  clsrlta 
\rcre  there  in  the  War  Department  1  he  ronllr 
ooold  not  count  ihem—thej^  could  not  bftc«|piM, 
These  documents,  so  voluminous  that  they  oonU 
nttt  be  eopied,  because  there  were  so  few  g1«^ 
in  (he  War  DepartmeU,  consideriag  that  they 
related  to  the  expenditure  of  some  nillioiM'  of 
dollars,  afforded  yet  very  wianty  infaroaation. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  upon  my  unfottunaie  frieod*, 
the  PatrioU  of  South  America,  we  can  bar* 
whole  volumes,  a».j,  whole  iibrariea,  coi»ed  and 
printed  ;  but  on  this  very  important  affair,  of  ap- 
propriating six  or  seven  millions  of  dollars,  aona 
few  fragments  of'  paper  are  thrown  into  iho 
House,  and  then  we  are  told  tbe  aOtirs  of  the 
coanlry  cannot  go  on,  the  wheels  of  the  Govern- 
meot  must  atop,  unUss  we  forthwith  pass  the 
bill.  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  honorable  chair- 
man would  look  again  at  his  noiee,  and  aee  in 
what  ptirt  of  the  bill  tbe  sppropriaiton  for  this 
fatigue  money,  as  the  expense  of  making  the  road 
is  called,  is  coolaiaed.  Mr.  C.  said  he  did  iMt  m> 
muob  want  the  information  for  himself,  as  fee 
tbe  benefit  of  his  honorable  friend  who  now  ■■( 
io  the  chair,  (Mr.  H.  Nelsoh,)  ,wha  at  the  last 
session  so  pathetically  deplored  that  Coogrttsa 
should  attempt  to  appropiiaie  money  for  making 
roads;  or  for  his  eloquent  colleague,  (Mr.  BAa- 
BOCBj)  who  had  advocated  the  same  side  of  the 
qiiettion.  He  hoped  one  of  those  gentlemen 
would  move  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  biU 
when  it  wai  discovered  where  it  was,  that  ths 
Committee  might  see  what  it  was  doing,  nod 
that  a  dear  expression  might  be  obtained  of  tbe 
opinion  of  tbe  House,  whether  the  Executive  was 
to  go  00,  at  its  own  will  and  pleasure,  to  make 
roads,  without  Consresi  having  any  other  con- 
cern in  tbe  matter  than  to  paaa  tbe  appro priattot 
bill,  wbenerer  the  chairman  of  tbe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  chose  to  call  It  up. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbour,  of  Virginia,  rose  for  the 
purpose,  he  aid,  of  thanking  the  Spenket  for  the 
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Tcrf-  potlte  ud  friaB^lr  numr  f n  w4ri*h  Iw  Ind 
uiprMMd  Ml  ineliiiaiioii  to  funrith  bin  (Mr.  Ik) 
witb  inflinDaiioD  wli«reoB  w  bottoin  nit  tote. 
Tbmt  infonMiioD,  Mr.  B.  aaid,  ha  did  n«  want; 
for  kodid  DotmaBii,ulo^a*  ttcrwui  memfcar 
of  Ibis  U«ait,  i*  nibmit  either  to  LtgiiUiiiv-  ~ 
BUxMtiva  uniBpiioa  «f  powet.  Wbei  ilic 
i«Bt  wu  beTora  iLe  Hobib  at  tho  iM  Mwioi, 
nad  fimlf  ez^cMtd  ika  opiaion  b«  had  ever 
enrntained,  (tiat  aeilbtt  thie,  dw  auf  depamaent 
ef  tl>e  Oo«««neDt  had  the  power  to  aun  roada 
in  the  MTeral  Staiea.  Tb«  {eat)am»^kindB«M, 
Amtihn,  ooght  lo  have  beea  dirtcttd  lo  aone 
ether  qnaitar  of  tke  Hoam.  fib.  B.  repealed, 
and  h«  wiahed  it  to  be  diiiiaetly  naderetood,  that, 
aa  »■  the  OM  band  lie  b«lie*ed  no  twe  d^Mr*- 
aenta  togeibei  pocseatad  the  power  to  ntake  teade, 
soneitherdidMf  oneof  ilieip.  Hedid  Botmcaa, 
kMawinglr,  to  rote  for  anv  Item  of  appreprlaiiea 
toieadnl  to  cover  that  object.  Bat,  at  the  nme 
tiawt  be  im4,  be  did-  km  fed  that  ha  waa  now  in 
wan*  of  aoT  iafoimatjoo  oo  ibc  eabjaat ;  for  he 
fiinnd.iAsiniiteH  now  panicatartp  imoer  eoi»- 
vdetadoM,  in  langoaga  rcepMling  the  Import  of 
whie:h  he  «o«ld  not  fouiblj  imbt,  and  which  he 
cooM  not  heeitate  to  role  for.  It  wm  ihii  i  "  T 
the  par  of  the  Armr,  one  mflUen  of  deltai 
What  waa  the  "faroC  the  Anafl"  Aa  act  of 
Congreea  ha*  ixod  thannnberof  the  Armf  of  tb« 
United  Statea,  iiwiadinf  offiaen  of  everf  grade. 
ThecaiDe  aathotiif  hu  attached  to  crety  prlrale 
cerlatD  proportion  of  pay;  »>  mueh  per  month 
to  the  Bajof  generalt,  and  down  ihroiwb  the 
whole  graduated  icale  to  the  piiTate.  When, 
iheo,  he  w«s  called  upon  lo  g'm  bis  vole  on 
thia  item,  what  wae  he  lo  andentaod  T  He  waa 
abont  to  »oie  for  Ihai  only  which  the  eenstimied 
anlhoruies  had  decUred  sUoatd  be  paid;  H  he 
waa  to  rote  for  oiore,  he  thoold  [hen  be  indebled 
to  the  hmacable  Speaker  for  any  iarornaiion  go- 
ag  *o  eetablbh  &at  point.  If  langoage  be  not 
one  thing,  and  iaientiin  aoofber,  he  sheald  feel 
biHoelf^  on  every  prineiple  of  propriety,  war- 
ranted w  aiTias  his  TOte  In  favor  of  an  Item, 
which,  unlU  oiharwiie  infermed,  be  afaoutd  lake 
to  mean  what  it  porporlad.  We  are  already  ad- 
raneed  into  the  year  U19i  and  the  appropHaiion 
fee  the  last  year  biinff  prenimed  to  be  expended, 
it  waa  piopar  thai  thii  UU  ehoold  paac  witboot 
inBMeaMrydelay,aa  no  moaey  oaa  conrtiiaikui- 
ally  be  drawn  from  the  Treaaary  withoat  awro- 
priatioa  by  law. 
Ur.  BmTa,  of  Maryland,  said   he  wat  very 

flad  that  aayihlag  had  Mrved  to  relieve  the 
lonee  from  the aiateofapathyiaio  Which  it  had 
fallen  for  tome  weeks  past.  So  deutoai  were 
geatlemen  now  la  take  the  floor,  that  they  had 
goae  beyoad  the  luoal  coarae  of  proeeedingi, 
which  had  baeo,  to  allow  lo  ibe  ehairman  of  the 
coomiltee  wiio  reported  a  bill,  at  least  the  privi- 
lege of  having  the  Srti  word.  He  should  not, 
however,  permit  faimtelf  to  be  drawn  off  from  the 
aabject  of  (he  bill  inio  an  argDmcat,  on  a  aubjeet 
which  bad  been  aoffloieatly  discoesed  in  this 
HoDSe  at  the  la«t  aeiMOD,  and  which  waa,  be- 
•idea,  rathet  Hrelaiive  to  the  ^Mttioa  Mora  the 


House.  Mr.  S.  then  went  iato  a  detailed  atato- 
meal,  founded  oa  iaformation  which  the  Con- 
miitee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  soDght  and  ob- 
taiaad  from  the  War  DecartiaeDt,  of  the  oem- 
peaeMparttoftkeaeveral  iteniof  appTopriailoa, 
ami  of  the  rwaoa  why  the  appropriatloni  reeem- 
■tended  by  ibo  committee  were  leas  than  the  Aral 
eaiimataa  futniaiied  to  the  Home  propoaed— Ihie 
radoetion  of  the  amoant  being'  jaelified  by  the 
aurplnt  of  appcopiiatioa  under  the  Itcnof  paf 
remaialag  uaezDended,  and  by  the  dimtuitioo  of 
espeadfinra  uoaer  the  item  of  aaWateDoc,  oeetf 
aiaaad  by  the  ehaBge  from  the  contract  to  tba 
Comniaaariat  syalem  o(  sanply.  Hr.  8.  tbt» 
went  on,  asd  aepaiately  explained  the  oecnion 
lor  the  acveni  appropriations.  In  the  <OM«e  of 
Ua  raamika  ke  staled  that,  amvag  the  eoatraett 
made  by  the  Ordnance  departmeat,  waa  one  tot 
oannoa  aaitable  for  the  mititia  servieo,  which  bt 
«u  very  glad  ta  bear  o^  cotieiderlDg  It  ne  of 
much  importBice. 

Mr.  Tanmijef  KeMueky,  aa  a  member  oTih* 
Commltiec  ef  Waya  and  Meant,  rose  ro  notice 
Wbat  had  fallen  ttom  the  hoaoiab)*  Bpe^er. 
Tke  appropriadoa  fei  enra  pay  to  the  aoldiera 
for  worbn^  oa  militair  roade,  4m.,  wb*  oett^nty 
coataiacd  in  the  bill,  or  the  expeodftare  mad* 
nader  the  eiiar  of  the  Bxecqtive  was  not  merely 
under  color  of  an  appropriation  by  law,  bat  waa 
abcolately  without  any  appropriation.  The 
amonat  expended  for  extra  pay  for  fatigue  duty, 
might,  no  doubt,  readily  be  ascertained  1>y  a  mo- 


annual  military  appropviatiea  bill,  i 
eontiageot  expeaeei  of  considerable  amount,  bat 
the  precis*  application  of  which  could  not,  from 
its  very  nature,  be  anlieipaicd.  It  is  an  item  in 
alt  appepriatlon  bills,  iba  expenditare  of  which 
most  be  ttnaied  to  Ibe  discreiion  of  the  Heads  of 
Depanmeals  and  of  the  President,  if  he  under- 
stood that  item  eoireelly,  out  of  ii  the  PreeJdent 
or  the  Secretary  of  War  might  pay  the  soldiera 
for  cnrn  duty,  worklag  oa  the  roada,  or  other 
necesaary  miUtary  work*.  How  could  the  Spea- 
ker attain  U*  object  but  by  lessening  the  appro- 
Miatioal  Aud  how  was  It  to  be  aacertained 
DOW  much,  for  this  pnrpose,  the  apwopriation  for 
aofrtingeniiea  ought  to  be  eurlBifed7  Hr.  T. 
said,  for  himaelf,  he  tba^ht  the  aj^lcation  of 
money  to  the  makiw  of  roads  to  be  illegal,  on- 
leas  it  wa*  speciAealnr  appropriated.  He  hoped 
aeme  mode  woald  be  nuad  of^checking  it  by  bw, 
or  or  conveying  to  the  Executive  an  tntimaitoo, 
tbst  no  part  of  the  soms  appropriated  under  odier 
heads  of  expenditare  tbonld  be  applied  to  the 
pnrpose  of  making  roads.  Bat,  at  present,  nnlese 
the  whole  item  of  conliageat  expeoHs  were 
straeh  out,  which  wonld  batdly  be  Bdvlsable,  he 
did  not  see  how  the  gentleman,  bia  colleague, 
eoold  come  at  hti  object. 

Mr.  Clav  said,  he  really  most  profess  it  was 
with  surprioe,  as  well  as  r^ret,  he  foaod  that  the 
House  coald  faave,  from  the  Committee  of  Waya 
■ad  Heans,  no  aulfieient  ioformatitm  on  the  anV 
ject  on  whloh  he  had  asked  for  it.    I  have  re- 
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qoeated  Ifae  gestlenuis  to  tell  me,  said  Mr.  C, 
which  of  th«  items  in  this  bill  eonpreheadi  the 
appropiiition  for  the  expebxe  of  Biakia'g  roads, 
Offlda  the  aathoriiy  of  the  Exseativei  iaactul  of 
aniweriDg  my  inquirjr,  tbe  gentlemaa  from  Mb- 
rjlaad  has  gone  iaio  a  general  expoai  of  ibe  biU. 
i*  it  poiBJbk,  that  an  appropriatioD  lull  is  brought 
iaro  this  House,  aecompaoied  bjrallthe  estimatH 
and  slatemenlB  from  the  proper  departmeat,  con- 
taining, amoDg  oihen,  an  imporunt  appropna- 
tion,  hecaute  involTing  a  great  CkmstllDlional 
question,  on  which  the  Xegislatare  and  the  Ex- 
ecDtire  are  divided  in  opinion,  and  yet  the  cbaii- 
man  of  the  committee  cannot  tell  us  in  wiiich  of 
the  several  items  of  the  bill  this  appropriatian  is 
eoDtained?    It  was  true  that  another  honorable 

Sentleman,  his  coUeagDe,  has  giTCD  the  House  in- 
irmation  on  tbe  su^ect,  but,  said  Mr.  C,  in  a 
way  not  bearing  the  stamp  of  ceriaintT.  He 
aaya  the  appropriation  is  certainly  in  the  bill. 
Tes,  sir,  we  have  found  the  coreri  in  which  the 
game  lies;  and  I  wish  we  aoold  start  it.  My 
eolleatfue  thinks  it  ii  quite  likely  it  is  ia  the  item 
of  cootiageneiee.  I  wish  we  eonld  be  sure  of  it. 
Mr.  C.  said,  be  had  yesterday  ^ iven  the  honora' 
hie  chairman  (Mr.  Smith)  notice  that  be  should 
call  on  him  this  day  for  information  od  this  •Db- 
ject,  Bod  he  was  surprised  not  la  receire  it.  He 
should  like  to  know  from  the  honorable  ehair- 
luaa,  he  said,  whether  the  public  interest  was 
likely  to  suffer  by  one  or  two  days'  dela^  of  this 
billj  it  was  due  to  Coogreu,  to  the  tnieresis 
which  the  members  of  this  House  represented, 
not  to  proceed  hastily  on  iL  Unless  some  reason 
why  the  bill  should  immediateljr  pass  could  be 
shown,  he  should  hope  the  GomiBitiee  would  rise ; 
and  if  there  were  not  already  clerks  enough  in 
tbe  War  Deparlnieni  to  copy  tbe  papers  required 
for  the  infortaation  of  Congress,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  more.  He  submiiisd,  he  said,  to 
Uie  gendeman  from  Virgioia,  (Mr.  Babboub,) 
since  he  conceded  tbe  point  that  he  would  not 
vote  for  money  to  be  applied  to  what  in  his  (Mr. 
B-'s)  J'"'K''>«"'  *■'  ■"  uneoosliluiional  purpose, 
whether  the  same  consideration  ought  not  to  r«- 
Btrain  that  honorable  gentlemso  from  Totii^  to 
pay  for  men  who  are  thus  to  be  unconstilutioa- 
ally  employed.  If  you  would  not  give  tbe  money 
of  the  nation  for  a  particular  pBrpos&  wonldyou 

Eve  the  tabor  of  the  naiioD  1  Pat,  Mr.  C.  sold, 
•  took  it,  thai  the  army  of  tbe  naiion,  from 
which  tbe  labor  ou  roads  was  derived,  afforded 
oa  much  the  labor  of  the  nation,  as  the  amount 
paid  the  soldiers  for  extra  doty  in  tbe  same  voca- 
tion was  the  money  ef  the  nation.  He  was  aware 
it  might  be  said  the  responsibility  for  misapplica- 
tion of  money  appropriated  by  Congress  belonged 
to  the  respective  deparlmeots,  ^.  Bui  what,  he 
asked,  was  tbe  reason  of  the  ConBtilutiooal  Units 
to  appro priaiio OS  of  money ;  and  what  particu- 
larly of  tiiai  clanse  which  provides  thai  no  appro- 
pfiation  for  tbe  pay  of  the  Army  shall  be  for  nioie 
than  two  years?  Ceriaioty,  (hat  this  House 
might  hold  acontrol  over  this  sometiniesuninan- 
afeable  machine,  a  standing  army;  that  it  might 
contiol  it  by  wiibholdingt  in  eiueote  uses,  tbe 


appropriation*  neeeasnry  to  k»ep  it  in  eziatenoe. 
Was  It  not  known  tbat,  year  after  year,  wbilM 
the  Executive  too  sends  a  message  to  Congren 
expressing  the  opinion  that  they  had  do  poww  to 
make  roads  or  canals,  the  Executive  emplova  the 
Army  in  the  very  object  over  which  he  aenied 
the  power  to  Congreas?  Was  this  not  one  of  ths 
eases  contemplated  bv  the  Constitution  ?  At 
least,  for  those  who  held  the  doctrine  of  a  deflect 
of  power  in  the  General  Government  to  employ 
the  resources  of  the  nation  on  objects  of  iotNuu 
improvement,  here  was  a  case  in  which  they 
ought  to  say,  we  will  no  longer  continue  to  ap- 
propriate money  to  b«  thus  misapi^ied-  In  an- 
swer to  the  difficulty  started  by  bis  colleagne,  aa 
to  the  mode  of  preventing  this  misappticatioB  of 
public  money,  Mr.  C.  said  it  would  be  eaa^  la 
effect  that  object,  if  it  could  he  once  aseortuned 
under  what  head  was  included  the  appropriatian 
in  question.  He  had  beard,  he  said,  an  anecdote 
of  a  former  member  of  this  House,  which  might 
furnish  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commib 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  a  clue  to  And  the 
proper  item.  Some  years  ago  it  had  been  th» 
ctistom,  DOW  abolished,  to  use  in  this  House  a 
beverage  in  lieu  of  water  for  those  members  who 
preferred  it.  A  member  of  the  Houae  said  he 
was  Dot  in  the  habit  of  using  Ihta  sort  of  «nbsti- 
tule  for  one  of  nature's  greatest  and  purest  boan- 
ties,  but  would  prefer  something  stronger.  The 
officers  of  the  House  said  they  should  be  glad  to 
gratify  him,  but  did  not  know  how  they  could 
with  proprialy  pay  for  it  out  of  Ibe  contingent 
food.     Why,  said  the  member,  under  what  head 


ery,  the  officer  said.    Well,  replied  the  member. 

Cut  down  a  little  grog  under  the  head  of  fuel,  and 
■t  me  have  it.  Mr.  C.-said  that,  serionsly,  he 
did  not  think  the  honorable  chairman  ought  to 
have  been  so  much  at  a  loss.  I  have  asked  for 
bread,  said  he,  and  be  has  given  me  a  atone;  I 
bare  asked  for  jnformaiMn  on  a  porticalat  pout, 
and  be  has  given  us  information  on  every  point 
but  that.  Is  there  or  is  there  not  in  the  bill  an 
appropriation  for  the  expense  of  making  roads  by 
the  War  Department?  One  member  said  h« 
thought  it  was  under  one  head^  but  was  not  cer- 
tain. If  not  there,  where  was  It?  He  hoped  tbe 
House  would  delay  acting  on  the  bill  tmttl  they 
could  obtain  this  information. 

Mr.  BARnoDR  again  rose,  observing  thai  he  had 
never  mttn  unexpectedly  thtn  now  fband  Him- 
self brought  into  a  diacusaion  by  what  he  would 
caM  iheor^gimwntum  adAemHiemof  thehoeoTB- 
bje  Speaker,  which  he  felt  himself  bound  again 
to  notice.  The  gentleman  had  said,  if  yon  are 
indisposed  to  rote  tbe  money,  will  yon  not  with- 
hold the  labor  of  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
from  a  particular  object?  If  the  qaestion  pro- 
pounded to  me,  taidMr.B.,weiewbetlterIwoold 
refuse  to  put  the  tabor  of  the  nation  at  the  dispor 
BJiion  of  tlie  Government  for  an  UQ constitutional 
purpose,  I  answer  in  the  affirmative — un^neation- 
ably  I  would.  Bot  what  is  the  proposition  actu> 
ally  befqrai  the  House  ?   Shall  we  keep  and  main- 
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tain  -an  iFinr?  I  am,  aU  he,  in  favor  of  a 
atandiDg  army  to  a  certain  extent;  and  I  (akettiia 
occasion  to  stale  that,  ai  I  am  si  present  informed, 
I  do  not  consider  the  prcMnl  armr  as  too  Urge — 
leaving  myself,  hoirever,  on  this  head,  open  to 
eoDviotian.  .  Whilst  thus  ii  favor  of  i^  shall  I 
vote  for  its  ditbaodment  beeaose,  peraaventare, 
in  the  progress  of  time  its  labor  may  b«  appticd 
to  a  purpose  which  I  do  not  wish?  Mr.  B.  said 
ke  was,  indeed,  dispesed  to  wiihhtdd  any  appro- 
priation, tpaeiBe  or  eontingent.  which  should  an- 
thorite  the  Exeetttire  to  employ  the  soldiery  in 
the  eonstmetion  of  roads.  Bat.  whilst  be  would 
do  this,  he  would  not  withhoM  tke  pay  of  the 
army,  as  fixed  by  law,  the  mainteBaoce  of  which 
ttmy  he  coniiderad  consistent  with  the  well- 
being  of  the  covntty,  because,  by  pouibility,  the 
labor  of  that  army  might  be  applied  to  a  ptirpoee 
be  ihotild  not  consider  oorreet. 

Hr.  TucEiK.  of  Virginia,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  House  ought  not  to  proceed  to  aot  open  this 
nibjeet  withant  farther  information.  There  were 
Id  Ibis  Hoase  tmIoiu  elanes  of  opinion  on  the 
aubjcct  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  exe- 
ootfl  internal  improvements.  Of  one  dasi,  op- 
posed to  the  constmoiioa  of  roads  In  any  manner 
Dy  ftny  branch  of  the  Gorernmeai,  was  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  who  bad  just  nt  down.  It  ap- 
pottred  to  Mr.  T.  that  information  on  the  subject 
must  be  necessary  for  him  j  for  he  was  a  member 
of  this  House  when  the  two  last  annual  appro- 
prialioD  bills  passed,  under  the  outboricy  of  ap- 
piMiriadont,in  aome  part  or  other  of  which  three 
or  foQr  roads  had  bean  Enkiogj  and  those  bills 
leeetvtd  cite  gentleman's  rote.  Since  the  genile- 
man  thought  all  awropriatians  for  soeh  objeeia 
nnoonsiiratioaal,  did  be  not  desire  some  inronua- 
lion  on  this  head?  There  was  another  class  In 
the  HoDM  aoxloiH  to  see  huprovementa  going  on 
in  amf  stupe.  Was  it  not  desirable  to  them  to 
hkve  lafoKEMtion  on  Ihesubjeet?  Mr. T.  wished 
to  proeotd  on  tangiUe  ground;  if  they  were  to 
flglit  for  one  road  in  this  House,  he  wished  all 
roads  to  pass  the  same  ordeal.  The  Speaker  ap- 
peared to  think  that  the  Secretary  of  War  ought 
(o  have  fomisbed  the  House  with  information  on 
this  aubjeel.  Hr.  T.  said  he  knew  not,  and  per- 
haps b«  doubted  bacauae  of  bis  very  favorable 
(pinion  of  the'  sentteman  who  filled  that  office, 
whether  be  ooght  to  have  volonleeMd  this  in- 
fomation.  The  Secretary  had  beforo  him  the 
fact,  ihAt  no  sueh  information  bad  heretofore  been 
tboDgbt  Bcceesary  to  be  eon mnnieated,  respecting 
roads  kaown  to  have  been  constructed  nnder  the 
orders  of  that  Department.  If  the  infbrmation 
had  beeo  asked  from  the  War  I>epartment,  Mr. 
T.  said  be  had  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  af- 
forded with  the  utmost  promptitude.  It  is  our 
basiaese  to  call  for  information  on  the  subject, 
said  he ;  and  my  object  in  rising  was  to  eipress 
the  hope  that  the  Committee  will  rise,  and  I  ~"' 
aubmit  a  motion  having  that  object  in  v 

tMr.  T.  bere  read  a  motion  to  that  efiect,  which 
e  proposed  to  move  should  the  Committee  rise.] 
Ur.UHBOBB,  of  Virginia,  said,  be  had  befbre 
attempted  to  catch  the  ays  of  the  geoiUnuiB  who 


wBi  in  the  Chair,  but  had  with  pleasnre  given  way 
to  the  honorable  Speaker,  whose  object  was  to  ob- 
uia  information,  which  he  was  aarprised  the 
ehairmao  had  not  in  his  power  to  fnrnisb.    The 

.mittee,  Mr.  M.  saidj  conld  not  hare  forgot- 
ten that,  at  the  Issi  session,  a  certain  part  of  the 
House  having  a  desire  to  express,  in  some  sort,  a 
censure  on  the  practice  of  allowiDg  brevet  pay, 
Che  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  instruct- 
ed their  chairman  to  insert  a  provision  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  and  then  to  move  to 
strike  it  oat.  Of  sach  a  specification,  if  inserted 
in  the  present  bill,  in  regard  to  the  appropriation 
for  extra  ^y  for  the  labor  of  the  troops,  on  roads, 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  preattmed  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  would  take  the  same  view 
as  himself,  and  would  ratlier  incieaie  than  dimin- 
ish ir.  What  difficulty  could  there  be  in  making 
a  diseriminatingand  apeeific  approprialion  In  thia 
oase,  einee,  at  tne  lost  session,  it  was  so  readilr 
made,  wtiere  the  object  waa  to  deprive  oar  gaf- 
lant  officers,  who  had  shed  their  blood  in  lEeu 
connfry's  service,  of  the  poor  reward  alloired 
them  by  the  brevet  pay  attached  to  the  rank  their 
bravery  bad  won,  in  the  defence  of  the  dearest 
rights  and  interests  of  the  couatTv?  That  dia- 
cnmioation  waa  then  made;  and  it  appeared  to 
him  impossible  but  thia  mode  of  reaching  the  ob- 
ject now  in  view  muai  have  occarred  to  some 
member  of  the  Comoiiltee  of  Ways  and  Meant. 
It  must  now  be  apparent,  Mr.  M.  thongbc,  that 
the  very  reapeeiabM  minority,  whom  be  had 
conniad  in  tbeir  s«ats,  on  the  question  of  going 

Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  were  right  in  sup- 
posing gentlemea  were  not  ready  for  the  diseigi- 
sion.  There  wa«  another  subject,  he  said,  of  a 
painful  nature,  which  ongbt  to  undergo  the  ex- 
amination of  the  House  before  the  bill  passed.  If 
he  were  to  introdace  the  debate  by  a  motion  to 
«mend  (hi*  Ull,  he  should  find  a  precedent  tn  the 
motion,  at  the  last  aession,  haviog  for  its  object 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
South  American  colonies;  and,  with  the  object 
he  bad  in  view,  bad  he  regarded  the  course  pur- 
sued at  the  last  session  as  correct,  he  might  resort 
to  a  motion  to  reduce  the  appropriatioa  for  the 
atuport  of  the  army.  The  course,  Mr.  M.  aaiiL 
wbieh  he  expected  the  House  would  be  invited 
to  pursue,  ^  those  who  concurred  with  him  in 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  events  of  the  Semi- 
nole war,  was  onoin  which  he  oould  not  cononr, 
and  imposed  od  him  the  geoe«liy  of  expressing 
bis  opiDloD  in  a  difierent  way.  If  the  coorse 
which  he  proposed  were  not  pursued,  some  olbet 
would  be  proposed,  which,  if  receiving  tbe  assent 
of  the  House,  would  amount  to  a  censure  on  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  or  some  other  officer  of  the 
army.  For  this  he  was  not  prepared ;  he  would. 
not  vote  a  oensure  on  the  Chief  Magistrate,  be- 
cause he  ihoogbt  tbe  oecasioa  would  not  warrant 
it,  and  because,  moreover,  be  doubted  the  Consti- 
tutional power  of  this  House  to  pronounce  cea- 
ture  on  the  President,  in  any  otner  mode  thaa 
that  prewitibed  by  the  Consliintion.  Still  lea^ 
in  his  opinion,  had  this  House  tbe  Conatituiiooal 
anihority  to  pus  a  vote  of  ceusore  oa  tbe  eom- 
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■iMdar  of  Ui*  unf.  The  proper  mode  af  trrug 
k-nilitarr  offioer  wu  by  a  coari  maTtiaJ,  eoa- 
xned  at  tke  iDsiaace  of  an  iafonnef ;  and  it  wat 
BOt-lhe  office  of  thia  Hoom  to  become  an  iaforHt- 
er,  to  briu  any  officer  before  a  eoart  uariial. 
Ur-  M.'iau,  be  ihetefoie  wi>b«d  tv  come  ai  kia 
object  bf  a  course  aaatogous  to  tbe  practioe  of 
the  couetiy  fcon  wbiob  we  have  borrowed  meet 
of  eUr  iBslttntiDaa;  a  coane  pointed  out,  iodeed, 
by  the  Coojtiiutioo  UKlf.  He  wiabcd  to  insti- 
tutc  IB  inquiry,  whclhtr  the  army  wasitwb  a 
oneae  we  ou|tht  to  Muiaia;  wbether  tbe  eicab- 
liiboMDt  was  aach  tbat,  ia  sooke  branch  or  other 
of  it,  it  could  not  be  properly  reduced.  For  this 
puipoUj  be  deBir«d  that  this  bill  thoiild  be  post- 
pooed;  and,  m  far  from  a  Qeecaaity  for  etpedi- 
tioa  for  passing  it,  tbe  eonimry  wm  denwBairated 
by  the  fact,  stated  by  tbe  cbaitmau  of  the  Gora- 
Bittee  of  Waya  and  Means,  of  surpluMs  existing 
of  tbe  la:it  yeai's  approprialion.  Why,  then,  baa- 
ten  a  decision  on  it?  Ate  all  oui  proaeedings, 
(aid  Mr.  M.,  to  be  coodncled  in  this  nay  1  Are 
we  to  listen  from  day  to  day — listen— nay,  ate 
W«  10  looh  oa  with  h^es*  indiffiireiKW,  whilst, 
^y  after  day,  tbe  Speaker  aikd  Cletk  adjndicaie 
pnTaie  dsins,  and  then,  unexpeetedly,  tobe  pre- 
oipitated  into  Oommiltee  of  the  Whole  on  im- 

Cruat  ^uastioas,  which,' btit  for  a  sort  of  iwis- 
ive  legerdemain,  that  of  postponing  the  otdais 
of  the  dav,  would  not  have  prestnied  thnutelves 
in  the  order  of  bustnesa  for  many  day*  to  comef 
Xbis,  be  said,  was  the  secoad  time  be  bed  wit- 
■essed,  in  ibis  House,  ibis  mode  of  arriTiag  at  a 
pulicDkr  bill;  and  ibe  drst  time  be  had  seen  it, 
at  the  last  session,  was  also  t«  briag  Up  the  army 
bitl.  If  tbs.miliury  yeai  so  ended  as  to  require 
tke  appropriaiien  bill  to  pass  before  the  first  day 
<^  Jaiuiarf ,  or  the  operations  and  pay  of  the  army 
to  be  suFsended,  this  was  anoihei  oiffieulty  thai 
iMuired  atteotioa,  and  Ue  miilisory  year  should 
be  so  asiBi^ed  by  law  as  not  10  becia  en  the  first 
of  Januuy,  but  tbe  fourth  of  March  in  eaeh  year, 
that  the  ameunt  of  appropriation  nwht  be  duly 
adwted  tothe  meauies  of  the  sestion  afectiog 
the  array  espcnditare.  Thei|««stioos  presenicd, 
ond  to  be  presented  to  the  Hoiise,  were  worth  de- 
llberalion-  At  this  raoment.  when  not  a  whisper 
of  paiiy  spirii  was  beard ;  wnan  all  pai ties  imiied 
ia  siQgiDg  bosannas  to  tbe  present  Aoainistration, 
ahotmhenot  be  allowed,  ilioiwh  he  should  standi 
alone  in  the  coarse  he  prnpoacd  to  pursue,  as  op- 
portunity of  expressiag  his  views?  Ifgentlenen 
w«re  prepared  to  proneuBce  their  opinion;  if  lhej[ 
were  willing  to  /receive,  aa  satisfactory  to  their 
naiads,  (he  Stale  paptr  recently  trassnilted  to  the 
Bouse,  wbiob  bad  been  pronounoed  to  coniain  a 
eompleie  joatifiaation  ol^  the  ptoeeediaga  ia  Flo-, 
tlda— a  Slate  paper  covered  with  flowers,  but 
with  flowers  that  scented  of  blood~he  ho^ 
faerttonid  be  allowed  the  opfwrtuniiy  of  showing 
the  reoMBs  why  he  did  not  subseribe  10  that  opin- 
ion. He  was  not  preparod,  bo  desired  it  10  be  nn- 
dciaiood,  to  reduce  the  army— not  a  naa  of  them. 
He  had  for  many  days  bad  a  rcsoiaiion  in  his 
Boekat,  which  he  had  aot  pressed  on  the  House, 
bocaoae  he  thought  tbe  proper  limefor  it  bad  not 


arrived— the  ebjcei  of  whseh  was  to  show  Am 
the  amj  could  be  so  etnployed  as  to  aid  in  Iba 
very  objeei  of  internal  fntprevemeat  whidi  bai 
been  Ibis  morning  the  sut)Jeet  of  djaeosassa. 
[Tbe  objeel  of  this  reaolulioa,  Mr.  H.  slated  :  it 
was  tbe  same  motion  whinh  he  iMrodneed,  aftet 
the  oloee  of  tbe  debiue  this  day,  and  which  wm 
apeed  te^]  He -said  we  bad  not  in  Iheamya 
man  too  many  {nod  tbe  prttpostlion  he  bad  aa> 
Bounsed  hisinteatioa  to  makc^  10  rcdaeo  tb« mtm- 
bar  of  Mijor  Generals,  spmng  etdusrvtly  from 
the  view  which  he  took  of  reocDl  MCDrrcaaei  on 
the  southern  border. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  rforlh  Carotian,  after  *how^ 
mg  that  the  army  would  not  be  diahanded,  nor 
even  deranged  in  any  manner  by  a  few  days*  de- 
lay of  tbe  annual  approprialioa  for  its  support, 
demanded  of  (entlcMen  where  was  the  urgent, 
the  imperioQs  necsanty  which  tlwy  seemed  to 
mppoee  existed  for  passing  thlshill  msihe  present 
"  He  trusted  thai'theasaaMbled  vrisdoiB 


tioo,  that  the  House  should  know  distiaotly  for 
what  purnoses  it  appropriated  the  public  moiiwy. 
The  gentleman  <from  Virgiaia  was  entirely  saii»- 


fied  as  to  Ike  vote  be  should  give  on  il 
he  is,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  uaaoi.    I  bad  tl 


Ibis  bill.    If 

the  honor  of 

TotinK  with  the^ademaa  on  the  qneatioa  of  ii»- 
trntarimproTemat  at  the  last  session,  en  wfaioh 
BssoctRlien  with  him  I  congretulaie  myself.  Ihai 
doubts  of  lbs  eonstitutionaliiy  of  tiie  power  wo 
were  called  upoo  Is  exercise,  and.  whea  I  hair« 
doubts  00  any  aueb  question,  I  had  rather  err  on 
ihe  safe  side  of  il.  I  would  ai  all  lima  absMta 
from  any  act,  of  the  oorraetacn  of  whinh  I  wis 
not  clearly  satined.  Is  thegeatlemsn  fully  oon- 
viftced  that,  in  voting  for "  tbe  pay  of  the  anoy," 
be  votes  (at  nMhing  noN?  Iba  he  iMt  reason 
(e  balicve  that  he  votes  Csr  aouMtfaing  etsel  Uik 
()ueatienaUy  ha  has^  BhaU  Congress  vole  noDoy 
in  ibe^ontittfeiK  food  for  an  nnoonstitntional  |Mn- 
ipetel  For  such  pnrpose  there  is  no  nior*  nolR 
to  take  money  fron  tbe  eontiogeat  fund,  tbaa 
from  (he  appropriation  for  sBbsblaiwe  or  forlba- 
age.  TbfrgenilcnaD  from  Kentueky  (Hr.  Tar»- 
«Lb)  had  said,  that  ibo  ooaiingeni  fund  was  [^aoed 
at  ihe  diseretiou  of  the:bead  of  the  OoveronHni. 
But  if,  mid  Mr.  W.,  from  tbo  contingent  fnotlithfe 


andii     . 
officers. 

pendilnre  for  ooastmcliDg  roads  was  naade,  il  wm 
e<(naUy  tepog aant  to  tbe  prine^les  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  annouaecd  to  Congien  t>y  tbe  Pnn- 
ident  himself  in  bis  Mesmge  at  the  commence- 
meat  of  the  last  session.  Be  believed  tbe  Oon- 
stitniioiial  correetive  of  evenr  abuse  to  be  in  tUk 
House,  aad  hoped  they  would  not  shrink  from  the 
exercise  of  it.  Mr.  W.  made  some  further  re- 
marks, to  show  that  ibere  was  no  reason  tot  hnc- 
rying  this  Ml  through  the  House. 

Mr.Lown^».of8oDlh  Carolina,  said  he  should 
noi  have  risen,  but  for  the  sn^asiion  -made  by 
one  lentleman,  and  iqieaied  by  naoths,  tfaM'tbis 


aiOTORT  OP  CONORBSB. 


462 


JlJUtatv  JflMvprAtfiM  «Bi 


M)MDdilnr«  of  B 


wtf  ipptofriBted  aa^tr  ika 


pBfiBC  tke  solufn  .far  uin  Ikbor  id  nakiiff 
MMdt,  WM  iUogil.    On  ibe  eootrsff ,  he  uid,  ihla 


«iU«ail.     

had  Smd  futir  Mora  tb*  Hobm,  ud 
ie«^pr«|)tiUMn  nwde  with  ^  *'l>f^  "7^' 


■undiBg,  »d  pfflTiou*  daeUMiim  of  tke  Wbi 
DeMrtaiMi,  tbti  a  part  erf  it  wa*  to  ba  apalM 
to  we  panoas  «f  fiaTiDg  aoldien  for  aztn  Mr, 
for  wark  oona  on  laada.  i^MBg  iba  doMuMnts 
pratenied  Ia  iho  Hmn,  wkea  tas  appreprlaiioa 
waa  fint  propoaad,  a  year  or  two  af^  «a«  ibe 
(LaarMnMitM'aestiiiiatafei  edctrafa^  for  Aidgoe 
dulv  of  ihoM  aridieKeBgagcd  in  niakiaf  vitiury 
mads.  With  icspeet  to  tk«  txpandiino,lbea, 
wkioh  had  lakea  ptaos  aader  Biaoaiiva  aaihoi- 
ily,  il  had^eciiawhorisad  by  apptopiiaiioM  made 
Coi  that  pwpou,  01  iriih  iha  dioiiact  nnderataad- 
ittf  that  ihey  wara  to  be  to  appKad.  If  any  mam- 
bar  vould  coaapam  iIm  prcMK  ticinala  with  the 
formar  appn^nalion  for  contiii^anolcs,  ha  would 
find  a  very  eoaatdatable  dteuaatioa.  Apprepria- 
UoB*  for  ooatiageDeic*,  however,  wara  only  in- 
tended  to  cover  espendiuires  not  praciKly  author- 
ized  by  law,  and  which  could  not  be  foreMCDio 
ae  to  be  pravided  for;  bal,-wberaan  expendUnre, 
like  that  on  raad*,  for  example,  oaabaaDticipated, 
the  object  abould  be  dittiaatly'Btatad  in  ih«ap> 
propriaUoo.  When,  however,  a  mm  hai  been 
Hprepri«ed,-Qnd<r  an  aatimaie  that  one  Inaaoh 
of  il  IS  made  i  " 

tke  dctaohmeoti  of  tbe  Army  ,  , 
iac  roads,.  Mr.  L.  aaid  ha  eowd  not  o««e«iv«  ibai 
May  ocMHra  oonld  aUaeh  to  the  BMeative  far 
applyiagthamoney  10  appropriated  tO' thai  object- 
It  was  »a  itMal  pnctiee  lot  comnittcei,  particu- 
larly for  ihoaa  whick  Jutd  an  undue  portion  of 
labor  to  pcrfoim,  loiiaalnde  undatODe  head,  or 
in  one  bill,  proriatone  which  ought  to  be  divided 
into  eavanl}    this  eovrx,  too,  t» 


iVhilai  he  (boa(bt  the  con^iltee  not  eanrarable 
for  not  iMviM  iairoduead  a  Kparafa  appropria- 
tion in  iha  formar  laws  for  toi>  olgact,  it  wu 
fair  to  tay  that  he  abovld  coa«der  it  perfectly 
proper  jaow  to  make  iladuiiiKt  item,  beoauK 
tbe  principle  wa>  impotiant,  and  beeaan  tltere 
iaa  very  great  diJEmnco  of  opinion  with  reipaet 
to  the  .eMUtilutianality  of  ihe  power.  He  did 
BM  Ha  that  tbera  wa«  aay  partiealv  arganay  re- 
qoulaf  tbe  Haue  taact  upon  the  bill  foribwiita  ; 
aod  ha  ikarefen  hoped  lime  wontd  be  given  t 
obtain  the  leqiiMite  tnforaatiiyi  on  that  eabjeet, 
Mr.  Joaaaaii,  of  Virginia,  aaid,  aa  rcatons  had 
been  offered  why  the  Committee  efaould  aot  now 
ant  o  a  ibi*  (ohjecu  he  desired  leave  to  aabotii  tc 
the  Howe  aome  of  the  reaeoaa  which  would  iS' 
fluaace  bfi  vott.  He  whs  la  favor  of  iaquriag, 
by  a  disliaet  call  on  Ibe  peoper  Deaarimeai, 
wbether  the  BuouUve  ooaiiBues  to  do  tnat  which 
tte  hai  denied  that  tbe  Ooagreas  of  the  United 
SIMM  has  the  power  to  do.  If  be  bad  no  ' 
reason,  he  would  vote  for  tbe  Commitiee'B  ri  „, 
to  get  at  this  fact.  Mr.  J.  wasdisposadtoprotmi, 
too,  against  other  doctrinw  he  had  heard  to-day. 
We  are  told,  said  he,  that  we  have  a  right  to  im- 


MBcb.  but  that  we  have  no  right  to  ceasare  the 
PresiMut.  For  one,  1  claim  lae  right.  This  Is 
tbe  grand  inqaeat  ef  the  nation  ;  and  this  House 
baq  ibc  rigbi  to  eeoanre  any  and  every  officer, 
from  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Slates  down  to 
Ibe  most  anbordinate  in  public  employ.  He 
elaimad  the  rtghi,  he  repealed  ;  he  represented  a 
porlioa  «f  tbe  people  of  ihia  eooairy — and  when* 
soever,  in  bit  jadgmeot,  any  officer  of  this  Oov- 
emmeai  sbonld  do  wrong,  if  ibe  wrong  amounted 
not  lo  an  est  for  wbtefa  he  would  be  liable  to 
legal  prDtccotioa,  ff  he  (Mr.  J,)  believed  bim  to 
be  wrong,  be  claimed  the  richi,  and  woold  ezer- 
oiae tbe  right, of  eeosunog  bim.  It  is  important, 
M  h%  tMtwe  sbeuld  exercise  it ;  we  represent 
m  peimlej  we  apeak  iheir  voice;  iheir  voioe 
_jalt  DO  beard;  that  voice  shall  and  will  be  obeyed. 
Mr.  J.  weot  on  to  show  other  reasons  why  tbe 
CoBmittoe  should  rise,  founded  on  the  deleol  of 
inroraaatien  before  ihe  House,  partiettlarly  at  (o 
the  expeuditatea  for  making  roads.  What  did 
these  roada coat  last  year?  What  have  ihey  cost 
staee  yon  begno  ihemi  These  were  quettiooa 
to  which  answers  were  required  before  he  nre 
bit  coaaent,  &e.  He  was  earprised  that  sncb  in- 
formation, as  wdl  aa  of  Ibe  amoanl  expected  to 
beapplied  to  that  object  during  the  easoiog  year, 
was  aot  In  possession  of  ihe  Commiliee  ofWaya 
and  Meaas.  He  laid  il  down  as  a  sound  axiom, 
gDveromeat,  never  to  render  ibat  con  tic  gent 
whteh  oan  be  made  eertein.  If,  he  said,  we  conra 
OTtsee  all  the  expenses  of  tbe  Oovernment,  and 
irovide  specifically  for  each,  it  would  be  beat, 
ioma  objeets  of  expendiiure  were  so  nneertain 
la  Dot  to  admit  of  that  course.  Bnt  it  was  aeen 
at  a  fbiaoe  that  thete  was  no  reason  why  tbe  q>- 
pKppriaiian  for  making  roads  shoald  be  iuctaded 
10  the  eonlJBgent  fund.  Hit  honorable  eolleasne 
was  in  favor  of  increasing  the  appropriation  woea 
made  specific.  Mr.  J.,  on  the  contrary,  desired  it 
to  be  specific,  thai  be  migbi  vote  lo  strike  it  out 
altogeiDer.  There  should  not  be  appropriated  lo 
that  object,  by  hit  vote,  one  dollar,  nor  a  fraction 
of  a  dollar.  He  had^al  tbe  last  sessioo,  performed 
very  humbta  part  m  endeavoring  to  assign  the 
aiOns  vhy  he  Ihooght  tbe  Oonatilution  had 
net  given  the  power  to  OoDgress  to  make  roadt, 
Havieg  given  that  vole,  be  could  not  now  give  k 
vote  to  sanction  an  appropriaiioD  which  be  be- 
ttered would  be  a  violation  of  that  inatrument 
which  gave  lo  Congresa  their  betDg,Bnd  confcued 
on  them  their  powers. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  vsas  much  bound  lo  tbe  per 
titenesa  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  for  the  natioa 
yesterday  given  bim,  at  the  (snueaaaa  bad  Isr 
day  informed  ibe  Home,  ibat  he  should  call  fat 


..formation  retpectiog  aaa  of  the  iteoH 

of  appropnailion  ta  the  bill.  In  cenaeqaence  of 
that  iaiimatioB,  Mr.  8.  said,  be  had  addrasaed  a 
letter  (o  the  Beereiaty  of  War,  to  wbiah  he  bmi 
jnai  reecived  aaaatwer,*  whieb  he  wonid  coa- 


*  'The  MovriDK  Is  so  maeh  of  the  docniBent  as  i^ 
lata*  to  At  qnettion  hi  debate  t 

"  The  sam  cttimaled  for  extra  psj  lo  soldiers,  was 
be  S[^rfted  lo  Ou  pay  of  loldien  engaged 


HISTOBT  OP  CONa&BSa 


464 


H.  OP  R. 


MUtory  Apfngiriatmt  BU. 


monicRte  to  ibe  Honn.  Mr.  8.  then  tittei  lob- 
staniiallr  ibc  inTormsUon  coouiaed  in  the  docu- 
meol  which  he  had  receired. 

Mr.  J0BH8ON,  of  Ky.,  spoke  ipiiul  the  C^om- 
mittee's  Ti*iag.  He  made  Mtoe  remarks,  alw,  on 
thepowet  exercised  by  theExecaiiTe,of em  plofiDg 
the  Army,  or  any  part  of  it,  in  the  eoastractioD  cf 
military  roada.  Nooe,  he  uid,  would  deoy  the 
rifht  10  make  a  bridge  br  ibe  army,  for  iu  owo 
ufeiy  io  retreat,  or  lor  tne  porpota  of  croaJDC  a 
cirer  in  paisnil  of  an  enemy;  nor  the  right  of 
making  a  cauieway  otct  a  ditch,  or  over  a  iwamfi 
— uid  he  could  are  no  difference  io  prinotple,  if 
the  causeway  became  a  paved  road  oadrygroand. 
The  real  quesiioD  for  the  Housa  10  decide  bow, 
WHB  whether  they  would  pay  the  poor  soldier, 
who  receives  fire  dollars  a  month  only  for  his 
services,  an  extra  radon  or  allowaoce  for  lahoriDs 
on  public  works,  or  whether  he  shoald  be  d«p[i- 
rea  of  this  pay,  by  depriving  the  GoTernmeot  of 
Ihe  means  of  paying  aim.  The  power  to  mab 
a  bridge,  a  causeway,  or  a  road,  by  employing  the 
soldiery  oa  it,  would  in  no  n»n|ier  b«  affected  by 
this  decision.  At  the  Imi  session  of  Congreaa, 
however,  what  was  the  decision  of  this  House  on 
the  subject  of  the  power  of  CoogreM  to  cause 
roads  to  be  caniiructed  t  Was  it  not  in  favor  of 
the  power  to  laake  military  roads  as  well  as  com- 
mercial roads  1  Mr.  J.  said  he  eogld  not  see  this 
larking  harm,  this  poison  to  the  liberties  of  tke 
country,  in  the  appropriation  referred  to;  for,  if 
eensare  or  thanks  were  supposed  due  to  the  aet  of 
'  '"■       in  ine  public  roads, Hr.  J. 

'lily  for  ihaoks  to  the  Ad' 


in  Isbot  i^n  roads,  ■■  wall  m  opsn  barruika,  and 
other  public  works.  If  it  be  dstexmined  to  strike  ost 
this  item,  iboDt  the  snin  of  tea  thousuid  dolUis  wa* 
■Dtended  to  be  applied  to  that  object. 

"  Ton  hiye  eDclosed,  herewith,  oo^es  of  the  regnle. 
tions  on  the  subject  of  extra  tUowtnce  Io  Uia  soldieis 
detailed  fat  labor,  the  first  dated  in  IBOS,  the  latter 
in  18  IS." 


"Then. 


maj  be  drawn,  as  artificers,  to  work  wiMtsallf  en 
fbrUfications,  bridges,  barracks,  roads,  or  other  poblie 
works,  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  ten  dajs,  SundaTi 
excepted,  shall  be  allowed,  for  each  day's  adoal  labor, 
fourteen  centi,  and  one  gill  of  spirits  each,  in  addition 
to  their  pay  and  rations. 

"  Other  non.cotnniissioned  oSiceta  and  priTates,  not 
artificers,  who  shall  be  drawn  for  constant  labor  on  for* 
ttficttions,  roads,  bridges,  bamcks,  or  other  public 
woAm,  for  a  term  ef  not  len  than  ten  days,  Suodays 
excepted,  shall  be  allowed,  for. each  day's  actnal  labor, 
ten  cents,  end  one  gill  of  sprits  each,  in  addition  to 
tkeir  pay  and  rations." 

The  aboye  regnlatioa  eslelAshed  in'  1808. 

"  Nen-eommiseioiied  officers  and  privataa,  enployed 
'  at  work  on  fbitifiealbns,  in  snireya,  in  cntting  roads, 
and  oOiar  constant  labor,  will  be  aUewed  ftfieen  cents, 
and  an  eitra  gill  of  whiskey,  per  doj,  while  so  ea- 
plojed,  which  will  be  paid  bj  the  ofiicer  or  ^eat  dis- 
bnrsinK  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  work  er  expe- 
dition." 

The  above  regulation  established  to  IBIS. 


mrniatniion  Cbc  haviw  doM  what  he  cooeideRd 
anaceepuUe  duty.  It  was  obviovs  why  tfaeanb- 
jeet  had  now^teaesMd  itself.  The  late  war  with 
Great  Briuin  was  not  many  years  past— be  hoped 
it  was  not  forgotten— it  h*d  brooghl  to  our  kflowt- 
edge  the -fatal  consequences  of  not  having  mili- 
tary roads  in  several  parts  of  oar  country.  The 
Government,  availing  itself  of  ibis  expnianec, 
had  directed  the  Army,  otherwise  repoeing  in 
slothgtad  eoniractiDgiheTieesorthec8mp,iobe 
employed  to  a  grealei  extent  in  a  speeias  of  daty 
in  which  they  had  frequently  been  employed  be- 
fore, but  on  a  amaller  acale.  There  never  had 
been  an  army,  he  said,  bu  the  cMtiiagent  foad  of 
iu  Q.uartermaaier's  d^MTiment  had  Men  applied 
to  pay  for  the  extra  work  of  the  eoldier.  Ur.  J. 
was  not  only  readv  10  *ote  the  reqoired  appro- 
priation, hoi  to  applaud  the  Govemmnat  for  hav- 
ing e&gaged  in  an  undertaking  vhieh  reqoired  it. 
Ailer  some  further  remarks,  prinaipally  ei- 
planatMy,  from  Mr.  TKiiiBt.B,  and  Mr.  Cut,  the 
Oommittee  rose,  the  wnal  hour  of  adjourn meBt 
having  arrived,  and  obtained  leave  to  aai  agnia. 

Thdbsmt,  January  7. 

Mr.  LivMMoaB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  itt- 
crease  the  salaries  of  the  Assutiuu  Poetnuater 
Oeoeral ;  which  was  read  twke  and  comBaiitad 
to  a  ComniHoc  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BcLLiKUa,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
Pablic  Buildings,  made  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
when  Ur.  B.  teporteda  bill  making tpproptiatioM 
for  the  public  buiMinge ;  for  (he  {>archasa  of  a 
lot  of  land,  and  for  funi^ing  a  supply  of  water, 
for  ihe  nse  of  ceiui»  pablic  buUdingsj  wbieh 
wai  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committte 
of  the  Whole. 

On  imitiofl  of  Mr.  Huwekt,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  instructed  to  repon  to  ihia 
House,  a  slatement  of  the  debts,  credits  and  fands 
of  the  incorponted  hanks  ef  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, required  by  ihe  19lh  aeciion  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  inCo»orale  the  snb- 
scribers  to  certain  banks,  id  the  Distrjci  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  to  praTeni  ihe^ircnlatioD  of  the  noiaa 
of  oniDcorporatcdaaaocialioiis  within  the  Diiiriei. 

On  moUoD  of  Ur.  Flotd,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  iBstmciad  to  Jnqnire  inio  the 
eipedieikcr  of  eaactiiig  a  late,  to  deine  aad  paa- 
ish  piracies  and  leloDiea  committed  oa  the  high 
■eas,  asd  (tfeooes  agaiast  the  lawn  of  Dalioae. 

The  SpBAKU  kid  before  the  Hoosa  a  letter 
from  the  Seeretary  of  State,  tiaoemitting  a  Itel 
of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom  pateais  have 
been  granted,  for  aay  osefal  ioreatioa,  dariag  the 
year  ending  the  31si  day  of  Deeember,  ISIS; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  iheSeiiate  informed  Ihe  Hoase 
that  (he  Senate  have  pasacd  the  bilL  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Btowa,"  wlA 
amendmeota,  ia  which  they  ask  (be  coBaorieaee 
of  the  House. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  coacarred  io 
by  the  Hoose. 
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Tba  bill  fvr  i)m  relief  at  Thomu  Mi^l  fcrny 
puwd  tbroDgh  k  Gommitlee  of'  tbe  Wbole,  re- 
eeired  an  BmeBdment,  «ad  ma  ordend  to  a  third 
iMdlBf. 

Ur.  Hbbobr  sabmiued  ibe  followine  reaolu- 
ii«  ]  which  mu  ordered  to  lie  on  ihe  table : 

Bttolted,  That  the  Committee  on  MillUry  Affiiia 
be  initraeted  to  lepert  to  tbi«  Hoaae  ■  bill  to  reduce, 
to  one,  &e  ironkber  of  M^jor  Ganertli  of  the  Anoj  oT 
Ae  Unitea  Stotai. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Mehci:*,  ibe  SecrelBiT  of 
War  WW  directed  to  Include  in  the  report  of  the 
•trengib  of  the  army,  called  for  by  the  resolution 
of  yeelerday,  the  imonnt,  in  value,  if  any,  of  the 
extra  compeosaiioD  in  the  snhaistence,  clothing, 
or  pay,  allowed  the  troops,  for  extra  labor  during 
the  year,^  ending  the  30th  of  October  last,  on  fa- 
ligne  daiies,  dlstingniahiiig  that  which  has  been 
bettowed  in  eampentation  for  labor  on  roads. 

MILITAST  APPBOPRIATION  BILL. 

The  HouM  reiolTed  ileelf  into  a  Coromltlee  of 
(Im  Whole  on  the  Miliury  Appropriation  hill— 

Hr.  Bhitb,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  debate 
had  taken  a  eonree  yesterday  wholly  unnsnal. 
The  bill  bad  soateely  been  read  ihrongh,  when 
the  honorable  Speaker  took  the  floor,  and,  after  a 
faw  remarks,  diverged  into  a  subject  which  bad 
been  folly  dieetused  at  tbe  last  session,  to  wit: 
thai  of  int»aal  impfOTemenis.  This  called  np 
mfaer  genilemen  to  jostify  their  voles  on  that 
subject;  and  tbas  the  bill  before  the  Committee 
had  been  left  ont  of  view.  The  eusto^  had  ever 
been,  Mr.  8.  said,  for  Ihe  chairoian  of  a  commit- 
tee who  reports  a  bill  to  present  a  view  of  its 
ebjeeis,  and  to  explain  such  parts  of  it  as,  in  his 
opinioD,  migbt  require  explanaiioD.  He  would 
now  perform  that  dnty,  and  would  not  permit 
bimsaf  to  he  drawn  into  a  disenssion  of  the  Semi- 
Bole  war — the  eonduot  of  General  Jackson — in- 
•eraal  improvements,  or  soy  other  extraneous 
•nMeei. 

The  bill  before  the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole, 
Hr.  8.  proceeded  to  say,  is  ■  hill  miking  appro- 
priatkins  for  the  military  service  of  the  carreni 
vwr.  Tbe  eitimates  on  which  the  hill  was 
founded  were  presented  on  the  3d  of  December, 
and  printed  on  the  tStb.  The  Committee  of 
Wnyt  ud  Hesn^  anxious  to  pass  the  appropria- 
lion  bill,  entered  immediately  on  the  subject,  and 
direeted  letters  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
•f  War  for  iaforuMiioD  on  eeriain  points;  to 
which  they  received  the  Secretary's  answer  (now 
!■  print)  OD  Ihe  19th  of  December,  accompanied 
by  the  original  doeumenU  on  which  bis  estimates 
ted  been  formed.  Tbe  bill  was  reported  on  the 
sad  of  Deeembei^the  holidays  then  iolerrened— 
and  this,  Mr.  B.  said,  would  be  an  auswei  lo  tbe 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Mehceb,)  and 
would  convince  him  that  proper  industry  had 
been  Used  by  Ihe  committee.  One  of  the  origi- 
mI  pnpcrt  had  been  printed,  by  which  that  gen- 
tlemanmight  be  informedthatgrealand  expensive 
fortiieations  had  been  commenced,  and  othert 
ahoQt  to  he  commenced.  Those,  said  Mr.  8.,  foi 
Haw  Orleans  and  lu  ricinity,  will  cost  91,800,- 


000;  those  for  the  Chesapeake,  $3,000,000;  for 
tbe  Delaware,  ©300,000 ;  for  New  York,  terS.OOO; 
for  Rouse's  point,  (Lake  Champlain,)  1200,000. 
This  last,  raid  Mr.  S.,  will  not  be  executed  until 
it  is  ascertained  whether  that  point  will  fall 
within  the  boundary  of  the  United  Slates.  Here 
Hr.  S.  look  a  view  of  the  secnrity  which  those 
fortiGcations  would  give  lo  the  United  Slates — 
passed  a  handsome  compliment  to  the  abtliiie* 
and  industry  of  the  engineer,  (Oeneral  Bernard,) 
and  called  on  gentlemen  to  remember  thai,  by 
voting  the  supply,  ibey  were  approbating  those 
fortifies tio as— the  aggregate  coat  of  which  would 
amount  at  least  to  five  and  a  half  millions.  Mr- 
S.  observed,  that  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  not  conceived  it  necessary  to  print 
any  other  of  the  documents;  thev  were  such  as 
had  been  annually  laid  before  the  House,  and 
could  be  seen  by  any  gentleman ;  and  that  ne,  ot 
some  of  the  Commillee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
would  explain  them  with  pleasure  at  the  request 
of  any  member. 

The  first  item  in  the  bill,  Mr.  S.  continued,  wns 
for  the  pay  of  tbe  Army;  in  that  no  extra  pay 
was  introduced;  It  was  simply  for  the  pay,  as 
authorized  by  tbe  existing  Uw>.  Tbe  sum  esti- 
mated to  be  necessary  was  91J399,000.  Ii  was 
found,  however,  that  there  was  an  unexpended 
balance  of  9300,000;  and  the  bill  was  filled  in 
coo  sequence  with  one  million.  The  second  item, 
Mr.  S.  saidj  was  for  subsistence.  An  error  had 
been  made  in  filling  up  tbe  blank,  which  would 
be  corrected  ;  the  sum  ought  to  have  been  $789,- 
S13  which,  with  $200,000  appropriated  by  a  spe- 
cial lawduring  Ihe  present  session, anda  presumed 
gain  by  the  newmodeof  supply  by  commissariat, 
instead  of  by  contract,  of  $146,534,  would  make 
the  sum  stated  in  the  estimate.  The  Secretary 
of  War,  Mr.  8.  raid,  had  informed  the  committee 
(hat  9400,000  would  be  sufficient  for  (he  purchase 
of  clothing.  This  was  a  deduction  from  the  esti- 
mate of  $49,530,  and  the  blank  had  accordingly 
been  filled  up  with  9400,006.  Tbe  estimate  re- 
qnired  $92,500  for  bounties  and  premiums.  On 
inquiry,  however,  it  was  found  that  there  was  an 
unexpended  balance  of  the  last  year  of  930,000. 
and  the  sum  proposed  for  that  item  in  tbe  bill 
was,  accordinaly,  96S,500.  The  Q.uarlermasier's 
department,  Mr,  S.  continued,  is  always  an  ex- 
pensive one.  The  present  Quaitermasler  Gene- 
ral has  lately  come  into  the  office;  he  appeared 
to  be  a  man  of  system,  and  no  doubt  was  enler> 
tained  ibat,  when  be  had  attained  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  department,  he  would  econo- 
mize as  far  as  possible.  At  present,  however, 
that  officer  was  obliged  to  rely  for  his  statements 
on  those  of  the  last  year,  which  amounted  to 
9460,000.  He  required  an  addition  of  $40,000 
for  the  Iran s porta tj on  of  provisions ;  that  expen- 
diture arose  from  its  being  the  duty  of  this  Q.uat' 
termasier  to  transport  the  provisions  from  the 
place  of  purchase  to  that  of  consumption,  aud 
was  properly  a  charge  upon  tbe  new  system  of 
supply;  It  was  formerly  paid  by  the  cootractors. 
He  also  requires  $50,000  for  the  construction  of 
barracks  and  storehouses,  lo  wit; 


HISTOBT  OF  i€0(&roBX88. 


JlKDAH,  IBU. 


At  Ii»iiM  ftwtMrpiMto 


•  H,OM 
ft,000 

6,000 
!U,000 


Kjaw 

The  arteing^u  aritiog  from  ■  deGcieocjr  in 
ecruJD  «ppiopri4tioDs  of  the  lait  yur,  Mr.  8. 
Mid,  would  be  fonnd  io  the  estimate ;  but,  ftotn 
two  lellers  from  the  Seotelary,  (which  were 
lead,)  Ihe  sum  required  was  tl26;307,  and  the 
Cttifflate  would  be  m  filled.  The  eatiouie,  Mr. 
S.  (aid,  required  (838,000  for  fortificaiioai.  It 
wonldbefoaodlhat|F300,000,iiileDdedforRauM'B 
point,  would  not  be  waoled,  as  before  obierved, 
UDlil  it  WM  decided  whether  ibai  pobt  be  wiihin 
the  bouDdary  of  ibe  United  Stales.  The  Secre- 
tary'i  tetter  (before  the  Commiliee)  ihowt  an 
aoeipeDded  balance  of  (600,000.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  aod  Meana  cooceived  that  tl,lDO,000 
wu  aa  much  ai  oouU  be  ezpended  duiing  ihe 
tear:  ther  bare,  therefore,  reduced  that  item  to 
the  aum  in  the  biU  of  0500,000,  being  a  deduclion 
of  8338,000.  The  eiiimate  for  arsenals,  Mr.  3. 
■Bid,  baa  b«en  reduced  br  ihe  Commiltee  of  Ways 
and  Meani  ffiSfiOO,  waieh  would  be  eiplained 
when  the  specific  item  came  under  bods  id  era  lion. 
The  dedaciioD*  proposed  by  the  Coaamittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  from  the  esiimatet,  amounted 
to  $916,534.  The  other  icemt  in  the  bill  were 
confoTinable,  Mr.  S.  said,  lo  the  eslimaies,  and 
wonld  be  explained  when  under  consideraiion. 
Mr.  8.  said  be  hoped,  from  this  view  of  the  tub- 
jecl,  it  would  appear  tCLBt  the  Commiliee  of  Ways 
and  Meaoi  bad  nol  been  iniltentive  to  tbeir  duty. 
The  business  of  ■  p.ublic  nature  was  sufficient  for 
any  one  commitlee}  but  that  of  private  claims, 
also  referred  to  them,  was  very  neat;  and  if, 
with  such  a  mass  pressing  upon  (hem,  any  sub- 
ject should  escape  them,  a  fair  apology  for  the 
committee  Would  ofier  ilself  Co  every  mind. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  Mr.  S.  said,  had  in- 
formed the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  tbac  he  meant  to  make  a  point  in  the 
utra  pay  allowance  to  soldiers  employed  on 
■lililary  roads.    No  suoh  item  being  among  the 

Eipera  submitted  to  the  committee,  Mr.  8.  aaid, 
e  had  wriiteo  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  in- 
formation; his  answer  was  received  late  yester- 
day; had  been  read,  and  was  now  before  everv 
member.  There  was^  howerei,  Mr.  6.  observed, 
among  the  papers  of  the  Cluatieimailer,  an  esti- 
nate  for  repairs  of  barracks,  quarters,  and  store- 
houses, at  Bfty-nine  posts,  including  extra  pay  to 
aoldieis— ihe  purchase  of  tools,  plank,  nails,  bricks, 
lime.  Umber,  and  other  articles,  of  $30,000.  The 
articles  were  so  many,  Mr.  S.  said,  and  the  sum  so 
small,  that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  committee  thai 
any  part  of  it  was  intended  for  extra  pay  for 
working  on  military  roads.  The  subject,  Mr.  S. 
coniinued,  was  treated  as  if  it  were  entirely 
novel;  but  the  bill  was  precisely  such  as  had 
been  passed  for  many  years.  Was  it  now,  for 
Uie  first  lime,  known  to  the  honorable  Speaker, 


Mr.S.«skcd,tbat*xttap^  h«d  Imh  idlowed  to 
sfJdian  napJayed  on  mUiiarjr  roaia  1  IMd  b«  mi 
reeojket  tltat  the  aane  aubjtcl  v»  bafatw  Qaa- 
gess  for  the  three  last  yean  7  In  181S,  a  awali 
tion  of  Um  Honae  eallea  for  ib«  ridea  taA  E«t«U- 
tiona  of  the  Amy;  amoaf  ikeae  waa  «a  all— 
■Doe  of  eitia  pay  aad  liioav  lo  aaldicn  artiea 
coidof «d  an  urracka,  foriifiaatiaa^  ami  faada; 
aad  a  law  passed  on  the  34th  of  Apul,  Ugaliaiig 
tbcM  regulations.  Mr.  S.  here  r*d  the  EoUa»- 
ing  from  the  9lh  section  of  the  act:  "  Tbai  the 
'  regulations  in  force  before  the  reduction  of  ibe 
'  Army,  be  recognised  as  far  as  the  same  thali  be 
'  found  applicaQe  lo  ihe  service— subjeel,  bow- 
'  ever,  to  such  alieraiions  as  ibe  Secretary  of  War 
'  may  adopt,  with  the  apptobaiioa  of  ihe  Presi- 
'dent."  Here,  than,  said  Mr.  8.,  ihestaiiUe  Tasd 
the  President  with  the  power  to  employ  the  ari- 
diers,  and  lo  allow  them  exlra  pay  when  at  wwk 
on  military  roads,  aod  completely  absolres  him , 
from  all  acnsate  i«i  ■»  doing.  Bn  eapaaaa,  said ' 
Mr.  8.,  there  had  been  do  law,  the  Praai4eBt 
wonld  haTe  been  justified  by  the  ungc  of  all 
armies.  It  may  be  called  the  cooMoon  lair  of 
armies  to  employ  the  soldiers  on  foitifioatioM 
and  military  ruada,  and  to  allow  them  eatnpnr. 
During  the  Revoluiionary  war,  axum  Itqoer  waa 
allowM,  under  an  order  of  ihe  caatDwadug  Qea- 
erat ;  and,  as  early  aa  1808,  it  wa*  mada  a  ngm- 
laiioBof  the  War  Dcpartmeat  to  ailowextrmpaf 
and  liqnor ;  aod,alihough  well  baowa,  had  never 
before  been  qaestioned. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  had  a  right  to  oampiaiii  at 
the  novel  proceeding  on  this  oecaHoa.  Th« 
ahairmao  of  the  Commiliee  of  Waye  and  Uaaaa 
was  charged  by  the  honorable  Speaker  with  Ail- 
ing to  give  the  necessary  information  to  livB 
House  i  ihol  he  had  asked  for  bread,  aad  Uw 
Bommittee  gave  him  a  stone.  In  reply  lo  Uiii^ 
Mr.  B.  Kaid  it  would  be  reootleeted  that  ihe 
Speaker  rose  immediately  after  the  UU  had  baw 
read  by  the  Clerk,  aod  thus  wholly  prtclwVad 
him,  or  any  other  atember  of  the  Committee  of 
Way*  and  Meaiw,  from  fnrnishiag  the  iofiiraM- 
tion  thcT  possessed  to  tha  Commiuea  of  ibc 
Whole ;  bat  ha  Jiosed  Uu  view  aow  given  woaU 
be  saiisiaciory.  If,  faomrer,  any  iarihar  i«Ca>- 
mation  was  required  by  nay  member,  it  would  ha 
giveoj  withpleasure, by  hin  or  some otbac ntm 
bet  at  the  Conimittee  of  Ways  and  Ueaiu. 

Mr.  JoaiiaaH,  of  Vir^nia,  (oaa  lo  fe^oeat  in- 
formation OD  a  qaeaiioB  of  pmctiee.  Hoar  ta»f, 
asked  Mr.  JL  haa  it  been  tj^e  onstom  of  lb«  Coib- 
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e  continued,  not  a  dangerous  pmoiice  7  ""g*-* 
the  sums  of  an  appcoprialion  bill  is  be  ioaeriai 
by  any  autboritr  but  that  of  the  HoBte  of  Bap 
resentauvesiiself  1    By  this  praaiiec,  Mt.J.aaU, 


mittee  of  Ways  and  Heaaa  to  repoet  billa  of  m- 
iha  blaab  filled  «fi?  Wa*  ibb, 


the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and  Maaas,  lakiag  the 
estimates  from  the  Exeentive  depaitaMnis,  pa^ 
ceeds  to  maka  ih*  appropriations^  without  oa»- 
suUiug  Ihe  House.  If,  said  be,  this  Bauae  wwc 
merely  a  recording  synod  for  the  heads  of  dcpaf^ 
menta,  the  pra otic e  would  be  a  very  good  oma; 
but,  «a  the  represefMUivea  of  the  people,  avbo 
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iimt<wg  ^t^nft^tin  am. 


«!«»«- kat*ib«n^t  to  amninttU  tW  pcopltffe 
ttvMjT,  «*«cr  biir  ifcoaU  be  raponed  to  u«  in 
Uttikt  it  voald'tbeaderolTcontlMcbiirmBof 
iheOdrnmitiM  of  Wkyand  Umm  to  ■how  to 
tJw  Hoate  that  rach  lona  »  hsuabd  &>rw«N 
nemssMT  far  the  pabtie  Mrriee.  Bm,  nMrtoA 
ss  iJm  bilb  DOW  wtn.  Jm  Mid,  filled  vp  wiih  the 
HiBM  dMmed  propw  by  the  «on*iittw.  ii  tbtcw 
tbrburdcaof  ^Toof  OB  those  vhs  mignt  o^vae 
any  aftpratiriBUoo,  thu  it  v»  inpKiper,  or  tbil 
the  proposed  amoun  wan  BBncccnary,  aod  a 
difih«Bt  one  prefaaUt.  la  ibia  OoTaramaDt, 
ib.  J.  said,  wbna  there  «■•(  be  freeit  imetcbaigt 
between  all  ibe  ofieers  of  the  Oonra meat,  aad 
crery  facility  n>  ibeconanwticatioiiof  inforHa- 
tiOD,  ought  ibe  House  to  ■brink  from  its  duty  of 
iBT«aliealing  apprttpiiallou.  mod  <ay_  that  the 
want  of  facts  readered  »aeh  iavettiniioii  impos- 
sible 1  Or  do  v<^  aaid  be,  eeme  Sown  here  to 
,  YDte  for  any  bill  irbiek  afaatl  be  reperttd  to  us, 
filled  Dp  with  ronod  nnmben  1  N»i  fint  ntiify 
■Of  JDociaeat,  said  he,  that  Kfaeeennas are  aecei- 
aary.booM  iTote  for  them!  and  to  do  this  ii  ii 
the  dnty  of  tbe  ehainnan  of  the  Comrnttiee  of 
Fiaaaae.  The  practiee,  Hr.  J.  said,  to  whieh  he 
objected,  iHU  of  nsdcni  date  j  it  was,  be  believed, 
■«t  more  than  two  or  three  yean  since  tli*  tnno- 
nition  was  made;  bat  he  hoped  to  sac  no  more 
of  it.  He  baped  that  all  bill*  weaU  bereaAer  be 
reported  in  blank,  and  the  ohaiiman  of  the  aom- 
mmce  be  prepared  to  straw  to  the  House  bow 
those  blanks  oogbl  to  bo  filled.  It  seccMd  thai 
if  aa  tfrooriMity  had  oSeied  yesterday,  the  ifta- 
Ikman  (Ur.  Sliraa)  woitld  bare : been  able  to 
abed  oa  it  that  ray  of  U^t  whieh  had  to-day 
lUnmined  the  Hoate ;  to  tmre  diswiled  all  tbc 
datkaen  -wbiab  lected  rai  this  sabjeeij  and  en- 
abled Ike  Honse  to  maivb  steadily  to  la  objaei. 
Bat,  ercB  now,  Mr.  J.  smd,  he  was  lot  Utisfled, 
after  «ll  tht  fentleaaan'a  exptmiations,  and  after 
bia  banc  mmiaied  by  tbe  letter  which  bad  been 
Mceivco^from  tbe  Sceceiary  of  Wmr,  of  tbc  pro- 
priety of  lUa  apiHopriaiiwn.  And  ihb  letiei^— 
-what  waa  it  1  It  informs  ns,  aaid  Hr.  J.,  that  for 
tWcoasiTUotioo  of  roads  aboM^.OOOarc  want- 
ed ;  aad  that  if  this  appraprtattoa  m  decoMd  ia- 
eipedicnl, this amonat  may  beairscken  oot.  How 
maay  mile*  of  tnni^ko  r«ad,  Ut.  3.  asked,  wae 
this  sum  exptetMlio  mtkal  What  did  the  so- 
MrialaodeDLof  llie  Cmniberland  road  itaieat  the 
bsttaasionl  That  iteoat  aboiit$lS,OU  tomake 
a  mile  of  that  road.  And  ate  we,  said  Ht.  J.,  to 
be  aaujied  wiib  a  mile  of  tnnipike  loadl  la 
this  the  mighty  object  wfaiob,  aa  the  Natioial 
Intdlifeneer  informs  ns,  raised  a  breeoe  In  tbe 
House  yesterday,  and  diatnrbcd  tfie  calm  which 
aothtag  before  bad  ihe  power  to  interrupt? 
Ooald  gentlemen  be  serioas,  he  aslced,  on  this  oe- 
easioD,  or  took  at  this  o^ect  without  a  smile? 
Ua  ahonld  like  ta  know  if  it  was  inten^d,  with 
Ibue  ((10,000,  to  make  half  a  mUe,  three  quarters, 
•r  a  whole  mile  ef  roadl  Pot  bioeelf,  Mr.  J. 
mad,  he  woofal  act  allow  them  to  make  even  a' 
single  mile.  Aad  tbongfa  the  sum  required  might 
hi  aa  dost  in  the  balance,  he  wenld  giTe  a — 
dollar  for  this  porpeoe,  boaaoN  be  beUeTcd 


HoBse  bad  no  right  lo  aaakc  tbe  apprandation. 
We  bare,  aaid  Mr.  J,,  tbe  opishw  of  tire  Chief 
Uaglitiate  tbal  we  hare  not  the  right;  and  ean 
the  attribute  aRaeb  to  the  Execatln  officer  of 
deaytag  to  the  Legislature  the  power  to  do  a- 
thiwL  aad  yet  do  tbat  biauelf  whioh  he  bat  said 
the  &)ostuntion  ^vwns  no  power  lo  do  T  Con- 
■idering  the  millioae  npen  miUions  aDaaally  ex- 
panded in  this  eonnity,  the  amount  of  this  sppro- 
E'mtion  waa  a*  aothtag ;  yet,  he  repeated,  were  Jt 
C  a  alngle  doUer,  be  wimld  not  saeilflce  princi- 
ple by  rotiag  it  for  such  an' object. 

Mt.  LowaniB  ipokc  tirtcfly  as  to  the  practice 
of  the  Howe  respcctiai;  approprlaiion  bills.  The 
eatimatee  of  appioartatio&B  oeeessary  for  defrey- 
ia^  tbe  eapcnaeeoieach  year  were  fiirni shed,  be 
said,  by  the  proper  dapartmems,  and  hid  before 
tbeHouae.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
taking  the  estimate*  iaio  considetation,  either 
concurred  in  ihem,  or  agreed  t&dimiaish,  to  add 
to,  or  to  reject  ihcm.  la  all  tbcaaoasee,  Mr.  L. 
asked,  was  it  not  fairer,  a*  well  ae  more  conrs- 
aieiit,  that,  by  raportiae  ihe  blU  with  the  nraiB 
■pedfieally  suied,  the  Hoase  should  hare  notice 
of  any  proposed  variation  Erom  tbe  latimaie,  than 
that  they  ihonld  be  taken  by  surprise  when  the 
Hevse  waecalled  upon  to  m  blanks  in  the  bill? 
Sack,  at  least,  was  IiIb  impression,  and  sach  pre- 
ciaely  tbc  eftct  of  tbe  ianoratioa  of  which  ibe 
gentlemen  oontplaiaed.  At  the  aame  time  that 
tbc  advaaiage  wa*  afforded  of  an  ^)portuniiy  for 
asaminatioa,  it  was  perfhctly  compMeat  to  any 
nttttnan  to  take  exeeptiaa  to  aar  'item  of  the 
bUI,  aad  leqsire  a  oucstion  to  be  lakea  on  it. 

Mr.  JoKiiaoR,  of^  Viivioia,  tiMaked  the  geMlo- 
■aa  fiwn  Sosta  Carolina  for  ihovicw  he  had 
lafcen  of  the  praetiee  «f  the  House,  bat  was  five 
to  say  that  bis  opinion  of  ih»  aubjcci  was  yet  ntft 
at  all  ebaaged.  Were  any  fiicts,  he  aeked,  pre- 
sented lo  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
whiflh  wcreBOtalsoimpaited  lothellowel  He 
premmed  aaL  It  was  tAa  duty  of  every  member 
to  examiae  6a  hiatself  this  information,  to  invae- 
ti^te  the  eeliraaiea  of  the  departmeatsj  and  make 
himaelf  aaquaititedwitiiallthctafonnatifm  eom- 
aaaateated ;  aad  he  weald  reflect  upon  no  gen- 
tlaman  of  the  Hanse  so  fat  aa  to  belteve  that  be 
hadaoi  peifbrmsd  tliis  duty.  How,  ibea,  ooalfi 
tbeHeti8obeiak«aby4atpnsa3  Howwereisoa 
of  oanaaaii  iatelllgeooe,  capable  of  (brmingcoD- 
dasinns  from  plain  facts,  to  be  fooad  unprepared, 
wilh  all  the  necessary  infotmaiioo  befeve  them  ? 
Aeiordiitg  (o  tbe  M  mode  of  prooeediDKi  and  he 
aiill  ibcvght-it  tbc  pnoat  aae,  Mr.  j.  eaid  it 
wonld  be  necenary  for  the  chairman  of  ibe  aom- 
miltee  to  ihsiw  the  veccitity  of  an  appropriation 
before  he  conU  call  an  the  House  to  vtoe  it. 
When  he  demanded  a  inoi  for  any  object,  he 
ought  to  be  able  to  ^ow  that  it  is  necessary ;  and 
by  a  eilear  reasoning  to  ptove  tbat  his  result  is 
light.  There  were  indeed  some  propositions  so 
clearas  to  need  no  etaoldation.  No  man  doubted 
ihat  the  whole  is  equal  to  its  pirls,  or  that  two 
and  two  make  four.  I  see  the  honorable  gentle- 
man smile,  said  Mr.  J.  A  man  may  smile  and 
mile^EUt.  Biii«B,  of  Maryland,  said  that  if  Mr. 
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J.  refeired  to  hia,  ikc  usured  bim  ^>t  hi*  smile 
ms  exciled  by  an  expressioD  of  a  genllemSD  on 
his  left,  aod  not  by  anythiag  which  had  fallen 
from  Hr.  J.]—l  ihank  (he  gentlemaD,  skid  Mr.  J. ; 
yit  ia  a  mailer  of  perfect  indifference  to  me,  uid 
he,  whether  I  am  alicaded  to  by  the  genilemaD 
ot  not;  I  am  addreMlng  the  Hoase,  and  not  the 
ehairman  of  ihe'Comnitlteeof  Waysand  Means. 
He  was,  he  said,  indiffeteoi  to  the  opinions  of  any 
man  wbilsl  doing  bis  duty,  nor  should  he  be  driren 
from  hia  object.  He  stood  here  the  bumble  Rep- 
lesenialiTe  of  a  portion  of  the  people  of  ibis 
coontry,  and,  whilsl  he  Stood  here,  should  isprc' 
aent  fajtbfuUy,  at  least  as  far  a*  he  was  capable, 
their  inlerestsi  he  would  speak  their  choice;  he 
would  act  up  to  iheir  will  and  judcment,  what- 
flTei  should  be  the  consequences.  Wherereraoy 
puny  efforts  should  be  made  to  iiapede  him  in 
the  performance  of  this  daiy,  he  should  treat  them 
vitb  scorn  and  derision. 

Mr.  Taylor  took  a  short  riew  of  the  practice 
which  had,  at  di&rent  times,  prevailed  in  the 
Honse  ia  acting  on  appropriation  bills.  Oiigi- 
aallv  they  were  reported  in  blank,  and  the  sums 
to  611  the  blanks  were  separately  mored  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Snhseqnentty  it  was  the  practice  to  place  before 
the  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of^  the  Whole 
the  different  sums  called  for,  and  which  he  con- 
ndered  as  having  been  separately  moTod  to  fill 
tbe  blanks  in  the  Dill.  Tbe  next  atep  was,  to  print 
ibe  sums  in  tbe  bill  itself,  but  the  bill  wm  still 
considered  as  in  blank,  and  tbe  Chair  00BtiB0«d 


ally.  This  practice,  Mr.  T.  hoped,  would  eon- 
tinue  in  preference  to  the  present  custom  of  con- 
sidering the  sam  with  which  a  blank  was  filled, 
as  acquiesced  in,  withoal  pnulog  the  qneation, 
Doless  objected  to. 

Tbe  Gbaiimah  stated  that,  unless  objected  to, 
he  should  consider  this  as  tbe  sanse  of  the-Cott- 
mittee,  and  ruume  the  practice,  suggested  by  Hr. 
Tavlob,  of  putting  the  qaestioB  sepantely  on  er- 
ny  item  of  tbe  bill.  He  aeeorditiglyaBnoanced  the 
qaesiioD  on  the  appropriation  now  under  conaid^ 
ciraiion.riz:  onemitlion  dollars  for  the  pay  of  tbe 
Army ;  and  after  some  brief  oonrersaiioa,  which 
showed  that  it  was  tbe  estaUishcd  pay  only  of 
the  aiiny  that  was  tuended  in  this  appropiation, 
Iba  question  being  pnt  ihcreoo,  it  was  decided  in 
the  ^rmalive. 

Tbe  appropriation  of  ^560,000  for  ibc  {laariei- 
mastet's  department  being  nazi  staled  from  the 
Chair- 
Mr.  TaiHBLB  moTed  to  deduct  ibersfroin  ten 
thousand  dollars,  the  amount  stated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  Wat  to  be  necessary  for  extra  pay  to 
aoldien  employed  in  fatigue  labor  on  reads,  dbc. 
This  moiion,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  made  with  tbe  view, 
if  it  pieTailed,  of  moTing  this  sum  as  a  separate 
and  distinct  approprialiou  in  the  bill,  expressing 
its  object,  dec. 
This  moiion  was  agi«ed  to,  and 
Mr.  TniKBLB  acconiingly  moved  to  amend  tbe 
UU,  by  ins«T(ing,  after  the  appfopriatioa  for  tbe 


dnartermaster's  department^  the  foUowf  ag :  '^Fdr 
'  esira  pay  to  non-com missioDed  offieets  aod  uok- 
'  diets  employed  in  eoastructing  and  repairing 
'  military  roads,  ten  ihousa  nd  dollars."  Haviiig 
submitted  his  motion,  Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  show, 
by  referring  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Wxr, 
thai  this  appropriation  was  in  conformity  to  ex* 
isting  laws.  Ha  referred  to  the  regolaiioBa  of 
1608  and  of  1816,  of  the  War  Department,  fixing 
this  extra  allowance  by  an  act  of  Ooagrwa,  as 
conclusive  with  regard  to  its  legality  ;  btit  aadn- 
standing,  he  said,  that  an  appropriation  formaking 
roads,  made  in  any  eta^t^  equally  ioTtdved  ike 
power  10  make  roads,  he  offered  this  motion  in 
order  to  bring  theqneslioo  fairly  before  the  Com- 

Mr.  Bdtusb,  of  Louisiana,  moved  lo  anuad 
the  proposition  by  inserting,  after  "roads,"  the 
words  on  "  barracks  and  oiber  public  worka." 

Mr.  Clai  hoped  that  tbii  motion  would  not  be, 
insisted  on,  and,  if  insisted  on,  would  not  prevail. 
The  object  in  view  was,  to  present  Ihe  simple,  un- 
mixed proposition  whether  the  Exaeative  h«a 
the  power  to  employ  the  money  of  the  ciMinuy 
incoutruetiagroedi;  if  associated  with  tkecom- 
pany  proposed,  (tbe  amendment,)  il  would  make 
tbe  sense  of  the  committee  equrvoeal  on  the  im- 

Ktant  question  presented  by  tbe  motion  of  Hr. 
iMBi,!.  For  thai  motion,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
meant  lo  vote.  It  would  declare  by  a  formal  aet 
that  it  was  competent,  by  the  grants  of  power, 
for  Congress  to  authorize  aneh  works.  Mr,  C. 
said  he  tboosht  CoBgrcsa  bad  been  wanting  In 
its  daiy  in  delaying  ao  long  to  legialate  on  tkia 
subject.  It  was  propnt  to  pass  a  bill  and  pre- 
•ent  it  lo  tbe  President  and  if  b«  refused  toaanc- 
tion  it,  then,  Ur.  C.  deeland,  fat  had  no  beaiu- 
lion  in  avowing  he  should  be  ready  to  proceed  to 
hoslililtes  with  the  Presidant  on  Ihis  point,  and 
withhold  every  appropriaiioa  nntil  be  coneeded 
lh«  point.  Bui,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  not  deem 
it  proper  to  proceed  to  eziremiliet  with  ibe  Chi^ 
Magistrate  on  this  seota  aniil  be  bad  first  faiilf 
preaented  to  him  a  bill  appropriating  money  for 
tbe  purpose,  and  Hying  to  him,  hare  il  ia— wn 
it  or  not  Bign  it  He  diDcted  from  those  who  M- 
lieved  the  President  wonld  refoae  to  sign  saek  a 
bill.  He  regarded  tbe  o^nioa  annoonoed  by  the 
President  in  tbe  Message  to  Congrcas,  at  the  last 
aessioB,  as  an  opinion  extra- jadictal.  Tbe  judge 
bad  no  right  to  damde  in  the  matter,  ut  as 
make  the  case,  said  Mr.  C,  and  present  it  ftirly 
before  him;  then,  if  be  says  we  have  not  the 
power,  I  am  ready  to  reply  to  him— neither  hare 
you.  Bui,  Mr.  C.  repeated,  there  was  little  rea- 
son to  preaome,  from  tbe  opinion  he  had  express- 
ed, that  the  President  would  refuse  to  aaBatien 
such  a  hilt,  as  his  conduct  had  been  ia  direct  op- 
position to  ttHit  opinion.  On  Ihe  contrary  he  had 
acted  in  exact  conformity  to  the  opinion  deelaied 
by  lliisHousein  relation  to  tbe  powers  of.  the  Gen- 
eral aovemmeottDconstructroads,^.  Itwaatoo 
much  10  anticipate,  that,  after  this  House  had  ax- 
erted  its  utmost  faeslties  in  matutiog  «  bill,  ihe 
President  would  refuse  to  sign  if.  Mr.  C.  hoped 
that  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  internal  tm- 
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provements  would  be  reported.  He  wis  wiDEog 
to  lake  ooe  in  the  same  sbape  of  that  vbich  haa 
already  ooce  p&ned  this  Hoase,  and  try  whether 
the  President  woald  refate  to  it  his  asseQl,  nod 
deny  to  Covgieas  the  power  of  eaactiog  ir.  Let 
m  not,  raid  Mr.  C,  apply  to  onr  fears  for  coansel, 
bat  pat  the  qaestion  at  once  fairly  and  properly 
to  the  PreiideDt. 

Mr.  G.  had  jet  a  stronger  reason,  he  said,  for 
ipproring  the  proposition  to  iasert  a  specific 
appropriation  for  ibis  object  in  the  present  bill. 
He  tboaght  the  mode  of  making  compensation 
for  this  extra  labor,  by  the  Presideot  or  Heads  of 
Department,  at  their  discretion,  howerer  much 
he  respected  those  men,  to  be  a  dangerous  mode, 
an  tiDconstiintional  mode,  and  one,  ander  every 
view,  improper.  It  langht  the  army  to  direct 
tbetf  Tiews  elsewhere,  instead  of  to  tnis  House, 
for  eompVDsalion  and  reward.  This  he  thought 
an  Important  consideration.  The  gentleman 
'from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  must  excuse  him 
for  differing  from  brmon  thissabjeci.  The  gen- 
tleman talks,  said  Mr.  C,  of  the  common  law  of 
the  army.  The  common  law  of  the  army  t  This 
common  law,  sir,  is  always  resorted  to  in  extrem- 


ilaw  waatheargn- 
meDt  for  it ;  now,  when  it  is  to  justify  an  allow- 
ance of  extra  paf  lo  the  army,  the  common  law 
is  brought  up.  What  common  law  is  it  7^  Is  it 
Stiropean — is  it  English,  French,  or  what  is  it  7 
Hr.  C.  said,  he  knew  it  not.  He  bad  always 
understood  it  was  proper  and  legitimate  for  all 
armies  to  make  military  roads,  and  it  was  under 
that  impression  he  wished  the  compeasaiion  for 
such  laDor  to  be  appropriated  by  law.  Allow 
the  President  or  the  head  of  a  Department  to 
Biake  this  compensation,  to  apply  the  public 
money  to  this  purpose  at  their  discretion,  and 
tbey  may  go  on  to  other  otriects  also.  There  was, 
indeed,  no  limit  to  which  they  might  not  go. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  meant  no  disreajKOt  to  the  headof 
the  War  Department ;  on  the  contrary,  he  enter- 
tained for  htm  the  profbundest  respect.  He  was, 
he  said,  BO  flatterer ;  he  had  not  yet  learned  the 

Kattiee  of  Conrit ;  the  expression  of  his  respect 
r  that  geDllcman  was  forced  from  him  by  the 
faclinga  of  his  beari,  and  he  was  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge  them.  This  extra  eompenaation,  it  seem- 
ed, was  aecording  to  the  regulations  adopted; 
but  he  hoped  this  would  not  be  contended  for  as 
a  uffieieM  auihoriiy  for  it.  Sxtra  allowance, 
Mr.  C.  said,  night  be  proper,  but  It  ought  to  be 
for  C^gress'tomakeit;  and  the  maximum,  at 
leaac,  if  not  the  object  of  it,  ought  to  be  fixed  by 
CoDgTMs.    Although  the  act  of  1616  might,  in 


who  tboBght  its  exercise  was-  to  be  unconsiiiD' 

tionally  transferred  from  the  Legislature  to  the 

Bxecuiire.     It  was  far  from  his  inientionj  Mr.C. 

said,  to  enter  into  the  iotereMing  qnestiun  (the 

'     ttansactions  of  the  Seminole  war)  touched  on 

'     yesterday.    A  pnpet  occasion  be  hoped  would 

I     preiaat  ilsclf  for  comiderlog  that  wbieet ;  u  he 


should  consider  the  I^egislature  wanting  in  its 
duty  if  it  permitted  the  session  to  pass  without 
the  expression  of  an  opinion  on  it.  But  when 
it  comes  before  tis  in  the  shape  of  a  direct  propo- 
sition, let  us  meet  it  as  men,  and  pronounce  on 
it  properly.  He  had  no  idea  of  concurring  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Mercer,)  as  la  indicating  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  respecting  the  conooci  of  a  military  offi- 
cerj  by  williholdiog  his  pay.  This  course  would 
be  inexpedient  also,  because  it  would  leave  their 
opinion  in  doubt,  and  the  Executive  might  be  at 

were  w 

thought  it  was  proper  at  least  for  Congreu  to 
express  an  opinion  on  this  subject,  if  not  to  legis- 
late on  it.  He  would,  be  admitted,  not  pass  a 
censure  upon  the  Chief  Magistrate,  but  he  would 
hare  the  House  to  express  the  opinion,  and  say, 
there  it  is,  operate  on  whom  it  may.  Would  not 
the  course  suggested  yesterday,  he  asked,  express 
an  indirect  censure  on  the  Executive  by  with- 
holding the  pay  of  the  officer,  and  thus  compel- 
liug  the  Executive  to  dismiss  him  t  It  certamly 
would.  But,  Mr.  C.  repeated,  this  was  not  the 
occasion  for  goiUE  into  that  question. 

Mr.  SMiTB,Df  Maryland,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay's 
question  of  what  was  the  common  law  of  the 
army,  observed  that  what  he  alluded  to  was  this, 
that  a  certain  practice  had  prevailed  in  the  army, 
from  the  Revoluiionarv  war  down  to  this  time. 
In  the  war  of  the  Revorutiou  it  was  common  for 
the  commander  to  allow  extra  pay  to  the  soldiers 
for  labor  performed  on  permanent  works,  fortifi- 
cations,  &e.  It  was  usual,  also,  wbeu  the  soldiers 
were  ordered  on  extra  duty,  oa  any  hard  service, 
for  the  commander  to  order  them  double  rations 
of  drink,  dbe.  This  was  still  the  case :  the  regu- 
lations of  the  War  Department,  respecting  extra 
pay,  rations,  &c.  had  been  formerly  printed  and 
laid  on  the  tables  of  the  members,  and  the  law  of 
IBlSwas  intended  to  embrace  these  regulations. 
As  to  the  common  law,  Mr.  S.  said  there  was 
once  a  common  law  in  Congress :  it  was  commob 
law  to  allow  the  members  somelhins  to  drink 
with  their  water.  It  was  true,  that  was  done 
away ;  but  now,  said  be,  by  the  same  kind  of 
common  law  we  ate  supplied  with  pen-koives, 
4c.,  and  whatever  thus  became  general  usage 
was  common  law. 

Mr.  Mbrcer  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  motion 
of  Hr.  Butler,  which  he  disapproved.  Having 
concluded  these  obMrvaiions,  be  said  that,  whilst 
up,  he  had  to  thank  the  honorable  Speaker  for 
the  opportunity  of  now  making  an  explanation, 
which  he  had  intended  to  give  in  a  subseqaent 
stage  of  the  proceedings.  And,  flr^,  he  assured 
the  Speaker  that  whatever  opinion  he  should 
express  on  the  conduct  of  the  army  in  the  Semi- 
nole war,  he  should  travel  directly  to  bis  object. 
I  mean  not,  said  he,  to  mince  anything  I  shall 
say  ;  and  shall  in  that  respect  differ  probably  from 
the  Speaker,  so  far  only  as  that  honorable  mem- 
ber always  has  it  more  in  his  peWei  than  I  to  do 
justice  to  bis  subject  and  to  his  abilities.  Mr.  M. 
nid  he  was  misunderstood  yestenfay.    He  did 
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sot  intend  lo  say  tbai  it  wm  p»per  to  rednoe  the 
■pprepriatioD  for  the  pa^  of  ihe  vmj  wkh  tbe 
view  to  upreN  an  opicion  oflhe  conducl  of  the 
commaDiler  of  the  aimy :  be  bail  meant  oqlf  to 
snggest  Ihe  propriety  of  the  bill's  beio^  allowed 
10  rest  OD  the  table  notit  the  vhole  lubject  of  the 
aiiay  to  be  aiuiained  by  the  appropriaiioos  cod- 
taioed  in  it  should  be  decided.  A  period  miKbl 
oecur— he  did  oot  say  that  this  was  such  a  one — 
wtiea  the  abu>e>  ia  the  militarv  departraeot 
should  be  Buch  as  to  jaitjfy  the  Bouie  ia  viih- 
ioldiag  all  appiopiiaiioD£.  Put  it  mint  he  a 
great  and  dire  oeoeatiiy.  It  would  b&re  been 
iBCDHsisteDl  indeed  in  him,  he  said,  to  su9iBio,hy 
the  proposition  it  had  beea  supposed  he  meant  to 
make,  a  doetrine  which  he  had  opposed  at  the 
Ust  sfuioD.  He  choaffht  the  Honia  bad  oo  right 
to  ceosure  an  officer  ^  withholding  apptopria- 
tiani  for  his  pay.  He  should,  be  said,  have  the 
aame  hesitation  in  withboldiog  payment  fiom  a 
military  officer,  by  way  of  censuritig  hioi,  as  from 
a.  jvdse,  and  IiDin  a  judge  as  from  a  mji tor  gene- 
ral. No;  bis  object  was  to  let  the  subject  lesl 
nntil  the  military  committee  should  baT«  made 
tbeir  report;  anil  I,  too,  he  could  hare  tried  the 
sense  of  the  Honae  on  a  proposition  he  bad  in 
bis  poeket  these  ten  dajrs,  and  the  existence  of 
wbieh  he  had  before  intimated.  He  now  reed  it, 
fbeing  Ihe  same  he  laid  on  Ihe  table  subsequeol- 
Ir,  to  reduce  the  number  of  major  generals  in 
the  army  lo  one.)  If  this  was  not  a  duect  march 
to  bis  object  he  would  ibaak  the  honorable 
Speaker  to  point  the  way,  and  he  would  trail  a 
mke  after  him  with  all  his  heart.  He  had  thus 
disclosed  his  object,  not  certainly  to  introduce  a 
diseusaion  of  the  subject,  but  to  sbow  why  this 
bill  ougbt  not  now  to  hare  been  pressed  on  the 
House,  paiiicuUtly  when,  from  the  surpluses  of 
last  yeu's  ^propria tions,  there  was  no  urgent 
occasion  for  it,  Itc  He  was  in  faror  of  laying 
the  bill  on  the  table  until  an  opportunity  was 
given  for  the  inquiry  whether  the  conduct  of  the 
army  bad  not  bee^  such  as  to  require  the  interpo- 
ailion  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Stbothib  said,  ii  was  with  reluctance  be 
offered  himself  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  at 
this  time  i  and  he  should  not  hare  done  il.  ifit 
bad  not  been  that  temarks  had  been  made,  bear- 
ing on  a  delicate  subject,  and  that  silence  might 
be  considered  as  an  acquiescence  in  the  course 
and  (tearing  of  those  obscrva lions.    In  noticing 


theto.  be  should  not  ailempi  lo  reply  lo  them 
detail;  he  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  da  so  j  but, 
without  being  the  champion  of  the  Adminiatra- 
tioD,  or  of  Qeoeial  Jackson,  he  mast  express  the 
■nrptise  with  which  he  bad  beaid  the  remarks  of 
the  Speaker,  and  of  his  honorable  colleagae.  In 
tbe.first  place,  he  could  not  con«eive  what  impro- 
priety there  conid  be  in  ihe  Execotire  hariiig 
given  extra  pay  to  soldien  for  labor  on  public 
works,  when  such  an  allowance  had  bean  ez' 
ptesely  authorized  by  law,  as  bad  been  »hown. 
And,  10  regard  to  the  question  presented  by  the 

BaposilioD  now  before  ihe  House,  was  there  not, 
r.  S.  asked,  a  wide  distinotion  between  roads 
for  coDmos  pn^oaes,  ud  «  oUUuy  road  for  fa* 


cilita 
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wide  difference  between  the  bill  which  passed  a 
few  sessions  ago,  for  establishing  a  fund  for  th4 
purposes  of  internti  improvement,  and  the  acta 
of  the  Executive  in  regard  lo  the  Cnnabeiland 
road  1  Congress  claimed  no  soveielga  power 
the  Cumberland  rosd  ;  but  the  rejeoied  bill 
ontemplate  the  giving  to  the  Qovernmeat  a 
sovereign  power  over  the  road*  to  be  constriutad 
under  it,  and  thus  to  infringe  on  the  rights  of  the 
States.  This,  he  said,  was  a  princi^n  which  Un 
Executive  had  not  reeognised,  in  giving  ils  miw 
tion  to  the  bill  for  contfauiag  thf  Cambedan^ 
road.  So  far  from  it,  it  was  said,  thai  the  oVJe^ 
Cion  made  to  the  read  Mssins  tbrougk  his  luj, 
by  a  person  living  near  Wheeling,  haa  proved  aa 


yield  to  the  general  good  and  to  his  own  inwreit, 
that  the  work  must  b«  ai  an  ead.  That  the  mili- 
tary power  should  be  subsetvientto  the  civil,  waa 
an  axiom  so  unquestionable,  «  principle  so  viul, 
that,  every  child  in  the  land  knew  and  uknowl- 
ed^ed  it.  He  did  not,  however,  intend  togf>  inlo 
an  argument  reipecting  the  powers  of  ttie  Qov 
ernmeut  in  regard  to  internal  improvenuM]  lb* 
time  might  arrive  in  this  session  for  an  aignmwt 
on  that  suttjecL  But,  there  was  not  a  man  wbv 
bad  read  the  Constitution  of  the  United  &utM, 
who  would  hesiiaXe  as  to  the  right  of  the  Qo^ 


Now,  said  Mr.  S.  for  my  honorable  oolleagu^ 
who  yesterday  remarked,  that  he  had  passed  ■leW' 
less  nights  in  consequence  of  kis  horror  of  the 
Seminole  war— jbat  ha  had  been  so  mi«er^le,  in 
consequence  of  Ur.  Secretary  Adams's  letter,  an 
to  have  sought  in  vain  this  solace  of  the  unba[q>]r. 
Mr.  S,  said  be  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
sympathies  of  his  colleague  on  this  oceaetoi)  had 
been  excited  by  the  groans  of  the  widow  and  ib« 
cries  of  the  orphan ;  by  the  bleeding  scalps  of  ti)< 
infant  murdered  in  the  cradle,  and  of  ita  mother 
buicbeced  by  ils  side— were  iheae  lh«  oonadwa- 
tioos  which  had  harrowed  his  soul  with  horroi? 
Or,  was  it  ihe  inSiciioo  of  exemplary  puishiuaat 
on  those  who  had  instigated  the  savages  lo  ikaec 
barbarous  deeds'?  Mr.  S.  Battered  himself  ihat 
It  was  the  sufieriogs  and  injuries  of  our  fioMler 
iubabitaots,  and  not  Lbe  punishment  of  the  aiuhon 
of  them,  that  was  the  source  of  bis  painful  s«ii> 
saiions.  He  bad,  he  said,  antioipatad  ibe  diaoue* 
'  in.  which  must  take  place  during  tjic  eesalM, 

.  ine  subject  of  ibe  Seminole  war,  thus  iu^  b«' 
cause  it  seemed  proper  to  him,  whilst  invectire 
appeared  to  be  bnrsting  forth  ia  defiance  of  every 
efiort  lo  restrain  it,  against  the  hero  who  bad 
crowned  bis  country  with  glory,  aad  pfeveiMcd 
an  importaotpartoftbe  Union  from  being  sevcMd 
from  the  Oovernmeot,  that  the  natiea  ought  to 
know  ihat  there  were  oumbersia  [his  Heuse  pre- 
pared to  step  forth  to  defend  him.  The  tuie 
would  arrive,  as  had  been  remarked  by  lb*  hoft- 
orable  Speaker;  and,  humble  an  ha  was,  he  fell 
himself  able  to  eniei  the  liata,  on  ihi*  o 
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with  u  iLj«zoi  a  3uua«,aad  udm  W  igbejoitute 
of  tbe  eiuH  foi  tb«  palm  of  victotjr.  Ha  (boutd 
ool  now  op«D  a  dueouMMi  oa  tbi*  subject ;  bai, 
eoroa  wben  it  may,  uid  he^  I  shall  oot  ttwucaia, 
carelesa  of  the  conseqaenees,  to  do  what  I  b«liere 
10  be  mf  dntf .  Tke  patiiotboi  wUcb  aB4iiialea 
ibe  bosan  of  Ocacral  Jackson  will  b«  an  aaale 
ihield  for  the  heto.  wbo  has  adiiered  immortality 
for  himulf^  and  Gbed  ihe  btigblast  lustra  on  tb« 
BTIDB  of  his  couDtiy. 

Mr.  S.  than  advuied  to  other  topics  iniroduaed 
into  the  debate,  most  of  which  he  eonaidered  If 
relative  and,  if  enteted  into  kata,  inexbaiuiibla. 
No  mau  doubted,  he  said,  the  powti  of  ibc  Bue- 
nttTB  to  cause  to  ba  made  roads  neeessarf  for  mil- 
iiaty  opetatioos;  and   do   iatimaiioa  oad  been 

tiven  to  this  House  of  an  opinion  that  this  power 
ad  beetk  impropei'ly  exenciead.  He.  th«refo:ie, 
did  not  see  tnat  the  propositioa  ctaoraoed  aay 
difficulty,  or  called  fw  the  dlMusaion  which  bad 
pown  out  of  it.  Acting  in  co-oparation  wiib  tba 
Ttluable  offiaec  at  the  head  of  the  War  Depart- 
aeBt,  who,  lo  the.gtaat  crisis  of  oai  affairs,  had 
fone  band  in  hand  with  the  honorable  Speakf 
or,  Mr.  8.  had  no  doubt  the  Exeeatire  would  so 
apply  the  maney  appropriafad  as  lo  justify  the 
expendiiare. 

M^  Bnbii,  of  L^nlnaaa,  thought  the  amud- 
omM  ka  bad  pf^Mwed  lo  Mr.  Tniiau'B  DiMion 
w«*  prafanllAei  it  was  mora  eoMiatant  with  iha 
stwasiioii  ia  Ibeleller  of  the  BecMarjr  of  War, 
w£ieb  embcaaed  all  the  objects  <4  extra  pay,  aa 
■ell  that  for  working  od  toads  as  o(ber^  Ac. 

Hr.  TaHtata  tteaabt  the  aaaandiaafll  ol&r«d 
by  Mr.  BcTLBB  troold  sobjest  the  appropriation 
U  thesam  -'■--■-  -  •-  -  ■-  —  -  -■  ^- 
the  former 
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propriety  of  making  dislinet  and  apecifie  appro- 
pciAti^u  in  all  easea  in  vbtah  it  eauU  be  done ; 
more  especially  in  ibis  caae.  Mr.  T.  aaid  be 
wonld  oat  laueb  npoa  tbesnbjeet  of  tbc  Semlaole 
wajr,  which  bul  been  introdneed  into  the  pfeaeU 
diatntsioD,  or  giee  aa.opwion  wbethcr  the  Presi- 
deai  bad  aeteo  right  or  wrong  in  Skpplyiiw  the 
publiv  moway  in  nakiag  m  rehiring  roais  by 
(hs  eaUiera.  Ae^  bowcrar,  tba  House  had  appro- 
priateJ,  by  ihaaci  of  1816,  money  foe  IbiaMyeot, 
ba  wmU  sa^,  tbu  tbe  power  bad  bean,  in  bis 
opinion,  josufiably  ezerciaed.  lit  this  ease  he 
woaMapply  to  ihe-K^iHieea  Una  of  QaUamMi, 
aiwlaay  that— 

■■  Hie  eondaetms  right;  IhoOgh  his  argnmentwroDSi" 
and  that  the  eeanlry  would-  bare  great  causa  to 
coDgratulate  itself  on  it*  good  fortune,  if,  in  ail 
liana  to  cone,  it  anly  foand  the  Kxeeatire  head 
uaing  bad  raasoat  for  wita  meaenret.  He  was 
ofH^oud  to  controiling  the  BzeeutivBi  or  aoy 
othar. officer  of  the  QoTefoment,  by  withbolding 
a.piopet appiobationfromiheOoTeiiuBaDt.  That 
VM  a  psoaeeding  which  loight  be  proper  in  moa- 
wabtea,  or  despoiieiaa,  where  the  will  of  tba  sor- 
ereigB  could  not  be  olberwiie  resisted,  but  it  did 
mot  aompoft  with  the  nature  or  the  dig'aity  of  la- 
psUic^  gaverniMM,  or  with  the  mpMHUUty 


er  mode,  onder  (be  nneral  bntd  of 
!s;aDd  he  adrocalad  at  same  length  tba 
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wlacb  baloaged  to  ita  seTeral  bruiehea.  Ha 
would,  he  repeated,  never  withhold,  forany  snoh 
pnrpofe  as  that  aUttded  to,  an  appt^wiatioBr  njhai 
tcouiied  for  proper  objeeis. 

Mr.  MiuLBB,  of  South  Garatifta,  thought  tba 
prineiple  involied  In  this  discDsaiou  wB«,wlMlhet 
BB  appropriatioD  should  be  made  for  extra  ptf 
to  tbe  Btmy,  for  labor  on  public  work*.  Tba  Sep- 
reury  of  War  bad  ditlinclly  told  the  Hooh  that 
this  anaount  wlu  wauled  for  extra  pay  (or  labor 
on  batracki,  &e.,  as  well  ai  road*)  out  tbe  oom- 
Btittee  bad  not  ioforiaed  tbe  Hanse  how  Bmeh 
would  be  wanted  for  each  paiticolar  otyeeL  tad 
therefore,  tbe  eppfoprtationa  awld  uat  well  b« 
separated.  As  the  810,000  w«ie  utt  ooHiderad 
necaaaiiy  for  toads  aloae,  he  would  TeM  foi  Mr. 
BtJTUEn'a  amendmenl,  aa  aa  to  ineLud»nll  tba  ob- 
ject* of  extn  pay  In  «ia  appeaptJatioD. 

Mr.  RiBD,  of  HaryUad,  waa  ftvorabla  to  Hr. 
BvTLBa'a  agaandaflBt,  benuse  if  tlC^ODO  ba  af* 
pcopriated  for  roads  alMa,  the  Secreiarj  of  Wm 
would  take  aanmcb  niofo  aa  ba  thought  necia- 
ry  f«r  barraak*,.  &^  if  not.  iBCOrpontt^  in  ibil 
appi«Kiattos,  because  he  i*  already  avthoriHd 
by  law  to  employ  tbe  public  mooey  oo  those  ^ 
jeew.  Ui.  R.  thoucht  it  Tery  ptftjMr  for  theaal* 
diento  bceiaployel  in  constroeiiag  anil  repair* 
ing  baffaaks,  ««■,  but  be  did  not  ihiuk  it  rignt  to 
expend  the  money  in  paying  than  extra  pay  for 
such  laboc;  on  aura  latiou  nugbt  be  giTea,  but 
soldiarsthui  employed,  oa  what  was  oallcd  extm 
laboit  ware  exempted  from  all  other  duty  at  tha 
time,  and  be  did  not  think  they  onghi  to  receire 
extra  pay  for  it— it  was  tbe  proper  iaif  of  (be 
army  to  coasiruct  bridges  or  loada  &r  itself  to 
pass  over. 

Mr.  CuarBBu.,  of  Ohio,  said,  he  sboBld  like  lo 
knowwhere  these  roads  w« re,  about whicb  tomnch 
bad  been  ;aiJ.  He  was  not  more  paitial  to  ona 
part  of  l4te  country  than  anotber ;  but  the  Uause 
was  aa  eonpeieoi  to  decide  where  road*  ougki^o 
be  made,  as  tbe  War  Dqutrtmeol,  or  any  oaeekt. 
He  repeated,  be  should  be  glad  to  know  wheis 
tbe  roads  were  wbieh  had  beau  comflMoecd,  how 
fat  they  were  towards  completion,  and  whethai 
f  10,000  WB*  enough  for  the  object. 

Mr.  Skitbj  of  Maryland,  without  attempting 
to  afford  fall  in&risa4ioo  on'  this  point  of  inquiry, 
refeared,  in  retdy,  to-the  road  uow  makiua  1^  the 
(oldlers  from  Saekeli's Harbor;  that  autborized 
at  the  last  session  through  the  Cherokee  oountrr; 
Bod,  if  be  was  not  mistaken,  there  was  one  in  lua 
geotlema&'B  own  Stale  (Ohio.) 

After  some,  further  conrersation.  on  Mr.  BoT- 
LEX's  inotioD,  the  question  was  taken  tbareoi^ 
■ud  decided  in  ibe  uegatire  withoDt  a  diriiioo. 

Mr.  RuBi.  then  rose  to  offer  an  aroendmeBl.  It 
was  well  known,  b»  said,  thai  the  sum  of  810,000 
could  be  employed,  in  some  peris  of  tbe  country, 
to  Tery  great  adrantage  in  making  roads.  He, 
therefoie.  mored  to  amend  the  proposition,  by  in- 
serting, "inanyooeof  theTerritoriea  of  ihetlui- 
led  Stales."  Mr.  R.  -would  not  now  touch  the 
great  qnestioD  of  internal  improve  men  r>i  but  he 
argueu  for  some  time,  and  re£er 
■%aa  tha  •xperienee  of  the  late  a 
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10  ehow  how  necessary  some  roads  were  in  tbai 
■ectioQ,  how  macb  ihey  would  bave  Bared  to  the 
eouplry.  Bf  applying  ihe  appropriation  io  inak- 
JDE  roids  ID  the  Terriiories,  Che  Const iiutioaal 
d^culiy  would  be  avoided  by  ihoie  who  doubled 
(he  power,  ihoQgh  he  did  not  propose  this  conrie 
to  avoid  the  main  qnestion ;  for  which  he  was 
prepared  whenever  it  should  properlir  come  up. 
At  10  Oeneral  Jackson  and  the  Seminole  war,  it 
would  be  time  enoagh  to  talk  about  that  when 
the  (abject  properly  came  before  the  Honte. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  said,  this  amendment 
would  defeat  the  whole  object  of  the  appropria- 
tion, becaose  it  would  eonSne  the  military  roads 
entirely  to  llie  Tertiioriet. 
-  Mr.  Rbia'b  motion  was  lost  withogt  a  division. 
'  Mr.  Stdbbb  then  moved  to  strike  oat  of  the 
proposition  the  word  "military,"  and  thns  bring 
the  question  before  the  Comtnittee  io  its  broadest 
sbape.  He  knew  not  what  this  term  "military" 
veant.  Did  it  mean  a  road  exclusively  militaryl 
There  was  in  New  York  a  road  which  the  sol- 
diers had  been  employed  to  repair;  but  the  word 
"  military"  here  was  without  meaning.  If  there 
were  any  roads  made  by  tbe  army  for  its  exclu- 
sive use,  they  would  propeilr  be  military  roads, 
but  there  were  none  such.  By  putting  the  ques- 
tion on  the  broad  ground  he  proposed,  Mr.  8.  said, 
it  would  leave  it  outof  the  power  of  the  President 
to  draw  a  line  of  disiineiion  between  military  and 
other  roads,  and  he  would  thus  be  obliged  to  ex- 
press bis  opinion  decisively  end  u  a  equivocally. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  the  gentleman 
to  reflect  for  a  moment  on  the  effect  of  his  mo- 
tion. It  would  go  to  appropriate  810,000  for 
roads  for  the  wh(ue  country,  and  to  employ  Ihe 
soldiers  of  the  army  on  all  the  roads  of  the  United 
Slates.  He  thought  that  such  an  amendment 
would  be  obvioualy  improper. 

Mr.  Storr'b  motion  was  lost — ayes  50;  and. 

The  quesiioo  being  taken  on  Mr.  Trimblb's 
motion,  it  was  decided  ia  the  affirmative  by  a 
targe  majority. 

The  Committee,  if^r  some  farther  progress  iit 
tbe  bill,  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Pbidat,  Jauoary  8. 

Mr.  Rob BRTsoti,  from  ihA^ommittee  on  Pub- 
tie  Land  Claims  repotted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Moss ;  which  was  read  twiee,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  b  third  time. 

Mr.  TncxER,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
OD  Roadsand  Canals,  reported  B  bill  to  appropriate 
a  fond  for  interoal  improvements;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

An  engrosied  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Hall  Jervey,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  pasted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkin,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revulalionir;  Claims  were  direct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law,  for  the  payment  to  Joseph  Merrill, 
assignee  of  John  Carman,  certificate.  No.  12.171. 
dated  1st  January,  1783,  stgned  Timothy  Piek- 


ertng,  Quartermaster  General,  to  secure  to  the 
said  John  Carman,  or  his  order,  the  payment  in 
specie,  of  S09  dollars,  with  iuierestat  six  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  until  paid. 

MILITAHy  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  having  again  ^one  into  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole,  proceeded  in  filling  up  the  re- 
maining blanks  of  the  military  appropriation  bill; 
and,  having  gone  through  it,  ibey  took  up  the 
bill  "  respecting  the  Military  Establishment." 
The  Committee  stibsequenlly  rose  and  reported 
the  appropriation  bill,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

Mr,  WiLLiiMs,  of  North  Caroliua,  conceiving 
there  was  no  necessity  for  acting  on  (bis  bill  im- 
mediately,as  the  unexpended  surptusof  last  year's 
appropriation  would  he  sufGcieut  for  present  pni- 
poses,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  There 
were  propositions  before  the  House,  ttot  yet  de- 
cided, which  maierially  affected  (he  provisions 
of  this  bill.  He  hoped  to  see  the  Military  Eslab- 
Ibbment  reduced;  and,  until  that  quesiiou  was 
decided,  he  wished  this  bill  to  lie  on  the  table, 
As  some  of  its  appropriations  might  become  un- 
necessary. At  an^  rate,  the  bill  could  be  taken 
tip  at  any  time,asit  had  now  passed  through  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  made  BOroe  remarks 
in  reply,  to  show  the  improbability  of  arednotion 
irf  the  Army  at  present ;  and,  even  if  tb»e  were 
any  chance  of  effecting  that  object,  that  there 
would  be  no  impropriety  in  at  once  passing  this 
bill.  If  the  bill  were  not  now  passed,  it  wosld 
produce  much  trouble  and  inconvenience  in  irans- 
lerring  the  surplus  from  one  object  to  othen  for 
which  it  might  be  wanted,  dbc.  It  would  be  us^ 
less  to  lay  tbe  hilt  aver  from  day  to  day,  and  giv« 
rise  to  fresh  discussion,  when  every  mind  was 
mode  up  on  the  subject. 

The  motion,  to  My  tbe  bill  on  (he  (able  was 
rejected,  by  a  large  majority;  and 

After  some  further  converaation,  rather  Ihan 
debate,  between  Mr.  Colston  and  Mr.  Shitb, 
of  Maryland,  on  the  anticipated  nuperlorily  or  the 
commissariat  over  the  contract  syaiero  of  nb- 
siB(ence,  in  point  of  economy,  wbioh  Mr.  C.  could 
not  find  demonslrated  by  the  esiimalee,  and  was 
therefore  somewhat  ia  ore  da  loot  about- 
All  (he  amendmenta  pf  ihe  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole  were  agreed  to  by  the  Hoaae,  with  the 
exception'  of  tut  wbioh  made  a  distioei  appro^ 
prialion  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  eara  pay  to 
soldiers  for  repairing  and  constructing  mill t«^ 
roads.  '  The  quertion  being  stated  on  concurring 
with  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  this  amenf 
Bent — 

Mr.  Pitkin  wished  to  know  what  milltart 
roads  were — where  any  ofthem  were  to  be  found, 
and  by  whom  their  const  ruction  had  been  author- 
ized. The  priuciple  by  which  the  Hoase  bad 
been  governed,  Mr.  P.  said,  was,  when  they  ap- 
prepfiaied  monev,  it  was  always  for  objects  aa> 
thorized  distineily  by  law,  and  to  be  employed 
on  these  objects  alone.  If  for  foriiflcalions, 
for  instance,  ii  was  found  that  they  were  expli- 
citly ordeifld,  and  the  partiealar  plana  of  tacir 
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ereeiion  genenlly  jfwinted  qui.  If  this  canne, 
ID  any  cise,  vas  departed  fiom,  the  eslimalts 
were  always  preTiooslj  ruraisheo  by  the  proper 
departmeat]  and  ibe  Houae  autborized  t£e  ex- 
penditure or  Dol;  the  Kzecutife  could  ouly  ap- 
ply the  money  to  the  objects  nhicb  bad  been 
meotioQed  aad  tanctioDed  by  the  Hoase ;  and  bo 
with  arsenals  at  particular  points — there  was  do 
discretion  left  with  the  Eseculive.  As  to  mili- 
tary roads,  there  waa  no  suoh  thing  known  in  this 
country ;  nut,  if  this  appropriation  passed,  Mr. 
P.  asked  if  it  would  not  be  granting  to  the  £z- 
■eutire,  by  implieatiou,  if  not  in  express  terms, 
the  power  of  making  military  roads  where  be 

S leased.  JQdepend«nily  af  the  approbaiioa  of  this 
louse  1  And  if  this  ri{iht  of  makiag  military 
loads  were  surrendered,  he  naked  if  ji  did  not 
follow  that  they  bad  a  right  also  to  make  any 
other  roads  and  canals?  No,  Mr.  P.  said;  if 
there  was  any  saah  power,  it  was  in  Congress, 
aad  u«t  in  the  Executive.  He  would  not  ven- 
ture into  the  qaettion  whether  this  power  resided 
in  Congress  ;  but,  whateret  jtowers  Congress  poi- 
■Msed,  ha  was  not  for  giTins  them  bv  imphca- 
tkin  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  In 
time  of  war,  Mr.  P.  said,  the  President  might  do 
many  things  which,  in  time  of  peace,  he  would 
not  be  jusufiahle  in  doiny.  The  declaration  of 
wot  conferred  on  him  this  exuaordiuary  power. 
For  tb«  purposes  of  protection,  of  defence,  or  for 
aoooylng  the  common  enemy,  he  mi^ht  destroy 
a  ntan's  house,  his  garden,  &C.,  without  the 
I  owner's  consent.  This  power  was  conreyed  by 
Congress  to  the  President,  by  the  procIsmatioQ 
of  war.  The  right  of  coustrnclin^  a  military 
toad  might  be  exercised  by  the  President  in  time 
of  war,  but  this  right  did  not  follow  in  time  of 
peace.     It  was  said,  on  this  subject,  with  some 

Slausibility,  that  in  peace  we  ought  to  prepare 
ir  war — that  we  should  have  good  roads  prepared 
for  the  Army  to  move  on,  inc. ;  but  did  it  follow 
that,  if  this  was  proper,  the  power  belonged  to 
the  President;  that  he,  in  eflecl,  had  the  power 
to  decide  where  it  was  proper  to  strike  a  blow, 
and  what  Power  ought  to  be  iltaoked  7  whether 
it  shonid  be  Canada,  or  Florida,  or  Mexico,  which 
il  was  proper  to  assail  1  For,  Mr.  P.  argued, 
this  discretion  would  virtually  follow  the  power 
to  select  the  points  for  ailiiary  roads,  and  would 
sertainly  ^ive  the  President  the  privilece  of  de> 
elaring  where  an  attack  ought  to  be  made,  if  not 
the  power  of  declaring  war.  This,  Mr.  P.  laid, 
waa  agreat  and  important  question.  Ifiheappro- 

ErialioD  was  to  be  laade,  ought  not  the  House, 
e  asked,  also  to  say  where  uie  load  shonid  he 
made?    If  this  practice  was  departed  from,  it 
would,  he  said,  be  a  most  important  departure. 
In  the  case  of  the  Cumberlana  road,  the  law  de- 
signated its  route,  and  required  the  consent  of 
the  States  through  which  it  passed.    So  also 
with  the  road  through  the  Cherokee  country — 
its  route  was  fixed  bjr  law.    Onght  this  discre- 
tion, Mr.  P.  asked,  now  to  be  given  up  lo  the 
1       Preaidenl  1    He  would  give  it  to  no  man  ;  for, 
)       ha  repeated,  if  the  President  was  ttllowed  to  lar 
,      ottt  aod  make  a  military  road  where  he  pleased, 
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he  might,  with  the  same  propriety,  make  military 
canals.  In  truth,  Mr.  P.  said,  there  woa  do  such 
thing  in  this  conntry  as  military  roads,  and  he 
hoped  we  should  never  have  any,  strictly  so. 
We  know,  said  he,  what  military  roads  were  wi^ 
the  Romans — they  were  a  military  natioD,  and 
made  roads  in  every  direction  for  their  legions  to 
pass  over.  Mr.  P.  wished  also  to  know  what 
was  meant  by  "consiruciing?"  Had  anyroad 
been  marked  out  and  designated,  andt  nothing 
was  wanted  now  but  money  to  complete  it?  No 
snob  thing.  It  gave  the  complete  power  to  the 
President  to  make  a  road  wherever  he  pleased, 
without  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  State,  or  of 
the  proprietor  of  the  solL  It  was  said^  Mr.  P.  con- 
tinued, that  applicalioD  of  money,  in  this  way, 
had  been  sanctioned  in  some  side-way  manner 
by  ihis  House  ]  but  he  did  not  recollect  that  it 
had  been  sanctioned,  or  that  the  subject  had  even 
been  discusssed  in  this  House.  Sure  he  wat 
that,  when  he  voted  for  the  act  of  1E16,  refenred 
to,  he  had  no  idea  that  he  was  giving  any  sueh 
power  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.,  To 
employ  the  soldiers  to  repair  barracks  and  other 
public  works,  was  right  and  proper,  because 
those  objects  were  previously  designated  and  - 
erected  by  law.  He  would  not  leave  it  with  the 
President  to  give  what  he  pleased  to  the  soldiero, 
bat  whatever  shonid  be  given  should  flow  dia- 
tincily  from  the  Legiskiure.  In  this  he  agreed 
with  ibe  Speaker.  The  sum  of  $10,000  had^n 
asked  for  a  sufficient  extra  pay  for  oil  the  objects 
mentioned ;  but  now  it  was  proposed  to  give  this 
sum  for  roads  alone,  and  leave  the  other  objects 
without  any.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  rather  re- 
verse the  proposition,  and  should  probably  move 
such  an  amendment.  He  coacluded  by  protest- 
ing against  the  surrender  of  BO  important  a  power 
to  the  Executive — a  power,  which,  if  it  vested 
anywhere,  belonged  to  this  House,  and  whieb 
be  wished  to  retain. 

Mr.  BToeaa  said,  that  he  was  absent  from  his 
seat,  at  the  last  session,  when  the  question  of  in- 
ternal Improvement  wiw  discussed.  Having  been 
one  of  the  committee  who  reported  to  the  Hoose 
the  resolution  which  gave  rise  to  that  discussion, 
his  opinion  was  well  known.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention, however,  now  to  eater  Into  any  particu- 
lar examination  of  the  general  question  m  rela- 
tion to  the  powers  of  Congress  on  that  point,  oi 
the  subject  now  under  coosldnalion  dia  not,  in 
'lis  judgmenL  necessarily  involve  tbat  question. 
fhe  eOeci  of  adopting  the  amendment  of  the 
of  theWf -' '- -' 
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tpeciSc  which,  last  year,  was  incltided  in  a 
it  appropriation  for  the  Quartermaster's  de- 
partment. The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
of  which  the  boaorsble  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut (Mr.  Pitkin)  was  a  member,  then  reported 
to  the  House  a  general  appropriation  similar  to 
this.  No  objection  was  made,  on  ihe  passage  of 
that  bill,  to  the  Item,  although  perhaps  it  might 
have  escaped  his  observation  in  the  mass  of  esti- 
bich  it  was  founded.    Mr.  S.e 


the  Army  in  the  construction  of  roads,  in  lime  o 
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peace  &i  well  u  Id  wir.  He  could  never  Bssent 
to  the  doctrioe,  that  \a  time  of  war  the  Presideot 
WM  clothed  with  aoy  new  or  exiriordinarjr  pow- 
ers over  prJTBle  property  or  the  jurlsdietioD  of  the 
Stales.  A  declaration  of  war  conferred  on  him  no 
aaiboriiy  whatever,  except  lo  execoie  it,  like  any 
other  Etalnte.  The  Constitulioa  bad  defined  his 
powers ;  to  thai  only  conld  he  look  for  his  au- 
thority. The  CoDgress,  by  changiag  the  state 
of  our  rflaiions  with  a  foreign  Power,  can  confer 
nothing  on  the  Ezecaiive  which  the  Conitiiu- 
tion  has  not  granted.  The  ikctrine  in  itself  was 
fraught  with  dangerous  consequences, and  he  pro- 
tested against  it  as  subversirB  of  those  salutary 
llmilB  which  were  proiided  against  the  ezereise 
of  unlimited  power.  The  question  before  the 
House  ii,  whether  the  Congress  shall  prescribe 
the  gross  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  Army,  or  leare 
the  appropriation  to  the  distribution  of  the  Exec- 
atiTe,as1iaa  heretofore  been  done;  whether  be 
ahal)  be  inSered  to  determine  the  disposition  of 
to  much  of  this  general  approptiaiion  as  the 
amendment  includes,  and  at  nis  pleasure  thus  in- 
directly to  fix  the  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  Army. 
It  is  otherwise,  in  substance,  lo  authorize  him  to 

Eo(  his  hand  into  the  public  Treasnry  and  dis- 
arse  the  favor  of  the  Qovernment,  unrestrained 
by  any  limits  affixed  by  Congress.  By  passing 
the  amendment]  this  limit  would  be  definitively 
fixed.  Be  had  other  objections  to  the  ezpeodi- 
tQie  of  a  general  appropriation  in  this  way  by  the 
President.  The  remark  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
in  the  Committee,  of  the  Whole,  had  great  force 
with  him.  It  taught  the  Army  to  look  lo  the 
President,  and  not  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ for  snpporl.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  tendency 
of  this  to  alienate  the  Bflfections  of  the  Army  from 
the  House,  and  to  confer  them  eUewhere,  would 
lead  to  evils  which  it  was  now  peculiarly  proper 
lo  guard  against.  So  long  as,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, this  House  was  the  only  legitimate  source 
of  appropriation,  it  onght  to  be  known  that  the 
dispensing  of  the  public  funds  was  at  its  disposi- 
tion alone;  that  they  should  prescribe  the  amount, 
as  fares  practicable^  which  should  be  applied  dis- 
tinctly lo  every  object;  that  they  should  deter- 
mine the  subjects  of  their  favors  and  the  extent 
of  their  rewards.  This  course  ought  not  to  of- 
fend thoie  who  approve  of  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  of  the  President  in  the  construction  of 
military  roads.  The  adoption  of  the  amemlment 
ii  a  sanction  of  the  course  he  has  hitherto  pur- 
sued, and  the  appropriation  is  professedly  in  aid 
of  those  laudable  efforts  which  Qe  is  now  making 
to  put  the  nation  in  a  state  of  complete  defence. 
There  is  nothing,  therefore,  in  this  course,  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  which  indicates  hostility  to  bis 
Tiews,  or  which  should  alarm  his  friends.  It  is 
rather  an  approval  of  his  conduct  in  this  respect, 
■nd  as  such  he  should  be  willing  it  should  be  con- 
strued. He  hoped,  for  these  teasoDs,  that  the 
House  would  concur  in  the  amendmenl. 

Mr.  Merger  said,  that  Mr.  Pitkin's  argun. 

fhmished  afnll  reply  to  all  his  exception*.  He 
denied  that  any  road  made  by  the  Roman  people 
was  a  military  road.    He  had  beard  of  the  Ap- 


duties  of  bis 
gieatabilily  ; 

ject  under  consider* lion  which  was  not  recog- 
nised and  resulaled  by  law.  In  ezereisiag,  how* 
the  spirit  of  crilteism  on  this  or  any  other 


plan  way,  and  other  public  highways  of  that 
illani  nation,  but  never  of  any  military  road, 
'hey  might  bare  been  called  so,  as  seme  of  ihoae 
in  France  were,  because  constineted  by  the  army, 
to  distinguish  them  from  any  other*  not  made  by 
the  army.  Mr.  M.  did  not  think  the  appropria- 
tion was  improper  as  regarded  the  kind  of  roads 
to  be  made ;  it  was  not  correct  either  that,  in  all 
pest  time,  the  appropriation  for  barrmcks,  Jkc, 
pointed  oat  where  those  were  to  be  constructed; 
nor  in  all  cases  of  fortification,  because  these,  he 

fued,  were  something  of  a  temporary  nature, 
ich  could  not  be  designated — nrracKs  which 
_  irronnded  troops,  or  a  simple  mound  of  eanli, 
were  properly  fortifications.  Mr.  M.  did  not  ba> 
lieve  the  War  Department  had  committed  rdt 
violation  of  the  ConstiiDtion  in  the  duties  whlen 
It  had  prescribed  to  (he  dnartermaster,  in  eon- 
situcting  barracks,  in  repairing  roads,  encamp- 
menia,  &&,  and  how  were  these  datfea  to  M 
compensated  if  not  by  some  appropriation  t  Mr. 
M.  expressed  great  confidence  in  the  capacity 
,.r  .u.  a .-.T.  ./  tiT .  -I.I w-i.  _..».._  ^_  tu^ 


of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  aliboagh  yovng  in  the 
"  '    office,  he  had  discharged  them  with 
be  had  done  nothing  in  the  (ob- 


,  Mr.  M.  did  E 


o  array 


limaelfin 


opposition  to  the  Oovemment;  parties,  he  mu. 

ere  broken  up — were  gone.  Mr.  M.  proccedad 
._  argue  that  the  sum  asked  for  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  this  purpose,  so  far  from  being  ex- 
travagant, was,  In  his  opinion,  not  enough — it 
ought  lo  have  been  more.  The  public  force  ought 
to  oe  kepi  constantly  employed.  In  the  mode 
of  constructing  fortifications,  also,  Mr.  M.  doubted 
the  expediency  of  erecting  them  by  contract,  and 
adduced  some  examples  to  show  that  the  former 
system  was  preferable  in  economy  and  faiiliful- 
neEE  of  execution.  The  order  respecting  the  cul- 
tivation of  vegetHbles,  &c.,  for  the  ose  of  the  Army 
in  garrison,  Mr.  M.  highly  approved.  Returning 
to  the  immedate  question,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  object 
of  the  appropriation  was  perfectly  legitimate; 
there  was  no  army  in  the  world  which  was  not 
occasionally  employed  in  making  roads  for  their 
passage  through  the  country.  Was  it  proper  to 
call  out  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  make  roads 
where  necessary  for  the  passage  of  the  troops  f 
Some  feeling  had  been  eiciied,  he  said— some- 
thing like  ttinmph  that  the  Executive  bad  been 
acting  impr^etly.  He  wanted  no  share  of  this 
triumph.  He  hoped  the  Executive  would  con- 
tinue so  to  use  the  public  force.  Mr.  M.  added 
some  further  remarks  illustraiing  the  opinions  be 
bad  now  and  before  expressed  on  (he  subject: 
and,  for  leasons  be  had  previously  offered,  wish- 
ing further  time  for  a  decision  on  this  bill,  be 
conclnded  by  moving  to  lay  It  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  MiLLB  did  not  think  that  Mr.  PiTXin'a 
arguments  had  been  answered.  His  chief  arga. 
ment  was.  that  if  this  power  resides  in  the  Oen- 
erat  Government  at  all,  it  does  not  reside  in  the 
ExecDtive  alooe.    He  asked  if  it  was  coofended 
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that  tbe  Army  conld  be  cm|riorcd  io  nKkiDf  a 
Toid  from  pMt  to  post,  where  there  wuDou  7 
If  not,  where  wsa  the  difficnlty  of  meeliag  the 
Tiews  submilied  by  Mr.  PitkikI  If  the  power 
wu  gireo  to  ibe  President  to  make  ■  road  where 
he  plevedj  tbroogh  a  Tenitory  or  eleewhere,  look, 
Mr.  M.  nid,  to  the  cooieqaeneei  of  a  differeaea 
of  opinion  on  ibe  subject  between  the  Kiecutire 
and  the  L^uUiure.  Sappoee  the  Lqidature 
■hould  deem  it  aeeeaMrjr  to  prepatefor  war  with 
a  foreuD  Power,  Great  Britain  for  instance,  and 
that  all  their  pieparationt  itteuld  be  ditaeled  to 
that  point :  then,  ■n])poM  the  Bxecntire  ■hoald 
be  of  a  different  opinion,  and  think  tach  a  coarse 
unwiM.  HaTiBg  the  power  of  deefgnacingwliere 
these  public  woiki  are  proper,  and  luing  thepub- 
lie  force  for  them,  he  might  take  a  rer;  different 
point,  and  go  in  a  dinciion  toward*  a  different 
nation,  and  thns  defeat  the  object  of  the  Legiila- 
tnre.  Thie  idea  Mr.  M.  illutrated  in  rarioiu 
wa]r8,aad  adduced  MTerat  aiynmentiagainatthe 
propriety  of  ttrippiug  the  Legislature  of  thie 
important  power,  and  conferring  it  on  the  Exec- 
uiiTc.  It  was  giring  him  powers  as  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Armv  which  he  did  not  tight- 
iullj  nosten.  Mr.  U.  in  reply  to  Hr.  Broanai, 
denied  that  the  Conmander-in-Chief  had  the 
same  powers  in  peace  m  be  bad  in  war,  and  enn- 
meraled  many  acts  that,  la  one  sute  of  tfikirs, 
would  be  legitimate,  and  in  the  other,  would  be 
highly  improper  and  injarious.  In  war  he  might 
destroy  pnrate  property,  or  eiren  blow  up  a  town, 
in  carrying  on  bosiilities  agaiost  the  enemy,  but 
these  and  many  other  acts  would  not  be  tolera- 
ted in  time  of  peaca.  Il  bad  been  urged  that 
this  appropriation  would  [est  the  opinion  of  Ibe 
PresiJeBt,  ■■  to  the  power  of  eonitraciiog  roads, 
tte.  Whether,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  wished  to  come 
in  conflict  with  the  President  or  not,  on  the  qae»- 
tioD  of  internal  improvements,  be  did  not  think 
it  proprr  here,  erihat  it  would  at  all  decide  the 

Ctqtieition  whether  the  Oeneral  OoTernmeot 
!  Ibe  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals  j 
and  Mr.  M.  argued  that  a  rote  on  this  question 
would  not  commit  any  member  on  the  other. 
The  President  himielf,  ia  his  Message,  had  de- 
nied the  general  power,  yet  had  be  considered 
himself  authorized  to  tue  the  pnblk  funds  in 
making  paiiicnlar  roads  by  the  Array.  The 
Tole,  therefore,  on  inserting  a  email  item  in  a 
military  appropriation  bill,  could  not  be  consid- 
ered eonclotire  on  the  broad  question. 

Mr.  LowHon  submitted  a  few  more  remarks 
explanatorr  of  iha  paeiiea  in  repotiiog  appro- 

Crution  bills  {  and  then  observed  tliat  he  tboiight 
[r.  PiTUii'a  priocipal  objectioni  had  been  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Mibobb.  He  thonght  there  was 
no  iDconsisteney  in  denying  the  general  power  of 
construe  ling  iniunal  improremeniB,  and  yet 
Toiing  an  appropriation  for  making  any  little 
road  where  there  should  be  a  temporary  encamp> 
ment,  &e.  There  was,  Mr.  L.  coneeired,  no  in- 
consistency between  the  exprcHcd  opinion  of  the 
ExecuiiTs  respecting  ihe  general  power,  and  the 
conduct  of  tha  RzeooiiTe  on  this  subjecL  The 
pmpiiety  of  makiof  specific  appropnalions  for 


subjects,  where  it  eonid  well  be  done,  he  M 
not  deny  ;  but  he  was  also  apprehensire  that  il 
mi^l  be  pushed  to  an  impro[wr  extent.  All  ap- 
propriations could  not  be  speetfic;  but,  after 
making  tkem  as  minute  as  possible,  and  limf  ling 
the  Ezeautife  to  a  certain  extent,  there  would 
be  always  some  discretion  left  him.  It  wtu 
proper,  alto,  Mr.  L.  admitted,  where  it  could  ba 
done,  to  designate  and  fix  the  place  where  the 
public  money  is  to  be  applied ;  but  this  eonld  not 
in  all  case*  be  done,  and  he  menitoned  instaneea 
in  which  this  was  left  by  law  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Executive ;  and  the  present  was  one  of 
those  eases  in  which  this  must  neceesarily  be 
done.  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  admitting  iha  imm*- 
sity  of  strict  vigilance  in  this  branch  of  iha 
Government  towards  the  Eiaeative;  but  the 

Erinciplo,  as  advocated  by  Mi.  PiTnH,he  thoaght, 
ad  Iheappearaneoof  unreaaoaaUejealoD*y,*c. 
Mr.  Smitb,  of  Haryland,  replied  to  Hr.  Ptr- 
UH  at  aonM  langtb,  principally  in  explanation 
and  justification  of  the  < 


)  pursuad  by  lb 

a,andtoeataUi*l 


the  opinion  that  the  Piesideat  had  the  powair 
legally  to  construct  military  roads,  inasmuch  as 
the  rMtilalioos  on  the  sutgeel  had  been  reeof- 
nised  by  law. 

Mr.  PiTCiN  »oke  briefly  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
ilemen  who  had  controverted  bis  moments. 

Mr.  TucKBi,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  remarks 
to  remove  any'  imputation  of  inconsistency  be- 
tween ihe  vole  in  favor  of  this  appropriation, 
and  Ibe  vote  at  the  laat  sessioii,  on  the  general 
powers  of  Ihe  Qovernment  to  make  internal  im- 
provements. Ninety  members  had  decided  that 
the  Oeoeml  Uovemmeot  had  a  right  lo  apply 
the  revenue  to  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, upon  the  principle  that,  where  you  have 
revenue,  you  ttave  a  right  to  use  it  for  the  gene- 
ral beoe&i.  The  power  of  constructing  military 
roads  was  equall)^  indubitable:  but  it  was  a 
power  in  ihe  exercise  of  which  Congress  onsht 
to  have  a  voice,  and  thU  appropriation  placed  it 
on  its  proper  fooling. 

Mr.  PoiHDBxraa  rose  for  the  purpose  of  r»- 
ferring  the  Hone  to  the  vote  of  the  last  session, 
the  several  lesolutioos  reported  by  the  Oom- 
tee  on  Internal  Impravement,  and  to  apply 
the  principle  susutined  on  that  occasion  to  the 
amendment  under  consideration.  The  only  res- 
olution louebing  this  suttject,  which  recaived  the 
sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  House,  at  that 
time, is  iu  tha  following  wotdt:  " Rfoteedj  That 
Congress  has  power,  under  the  Constitution,  M 
appropriaU  monw  for  the  couimciion  of  post 
'  roads,  military  and  other  roads,  and  for  the  tm- 

Srovement  of  water  courses."  In  giving  an 
irmative  vote  on  this  proposition,  be  was  not 
governed  by  the  opinion  that  the  power  to  con- 
strucl  these  improvements  wilhin  the  limits  of  aa 
independent  Slate  of  the  Union,  resided  in  th* 
National  Legislature.  The  power  to  appropriate 
money  to  any  object  which  may  be  deemed  im- 
portant to  the  general  welfare,  is,  and  must  of 
necessity,  remain  purely  discretionary,  Neithsi 
the  convention  who  formed   the  Constitution, 
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>M  iDjr  Mber  body  of  meo,  eovM  po»en  snfi- 
oini  roTeout  to  enamerate  bII  ibe  met  to  whloh 
it  would  be  propn  iD<t  neeessarr,  from  time  to 
tiiae,  to  appropriate  the  reveane*  of  the  naijoa. 
Tha  only  eafe^ard  placed  arovad  the  Treamtf 
it,  that  DO  money  shall  be  drawn  from  it  vithont 
ibe  authority  of  lair;  and  the  eoocarreaee  of 
both  HooteB  of  GoDgress,  and  lbs  Prvaideni,  in 
tlu  pvopriety  of  a  [luUic  expeodltare,  is  a  suffi- 
•tent  nanniee  anloit  an  abose  of  this  disoio- 
tiimi ;  Tor  the  praoeai  exercise  of  which  (bey  are 
fatpouible  lo  tbeir  eoBslitaeols.  It  wta  on  thia 
frond  that  he  had  girea  bis  assent  to  the  Coa- 
■tl (at iotml power  of  CoDgreis  to  "conitmct  peat 
raads  and  military  roadt :  proTided  tbat  prirate 

PMTly  be  not  taken  for  public  nae,  witboat 
•ompeMation."  Thia  reaolaiioD  waa  nega- 
tJrad,  aa  alio  ibat  whieh  telatei  to  military  canals, 
and  Toadt  necetmy  for  commerce  between  the 
Sniea.  It  is  now  proposed  to  vest  the  President 
aloB*  with  aslimitad  aaiboriiy  lo  cowtmet  mil- 
itary Toad*,  withotM  regard  to  Bute  rights,  or 
aaenrity  of  privat«  property  I  A  power  which 
tbia  HoMC  hat  sotamnly  deolded,  after  mnoh  In- 
Taaligation,  ii  not  gircn  by  the  CoDstttniion  to 
Ckavrvai.  It  will,  if  the  amendment  jHDposed 
by  (he  honorable  member  from  KaDtDcky  pre* 
vails,  ba  *tttf  d  in  the  Execntire,  who  is  only  a 
co-otdinaie  btaocb  of  (be  Legislatore. 

Sir,  it  bat  been  aaseried  in  ibe  conne  of  this 
discassioD,  (bat  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  has 
atanmed  and  nercMed  (be  power  to  eonttmet 
and  open  mfliiary  roads,  notwithstanding  the 
OoBi(itntiona)  objections  oommnnioaied  by  him 
to  the  Home,  a(  the  opening  of  the  last  teuion 
of  Congress.  This  declaration  is  totally  aatnp- 
ported  by  any  fact,  to  wfaicb  tefersace  has  been 
Md.  With  regard  to  the  labor  perfbrmed  by  Iha 
troopa,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Plallaburg  and 
Saakalt'u  Marboar,  it  was  be^owed  on  a  public 
bighwar,  long  ainae  aoDstmcted  and  opened, 
under  State  anthority.  The  fatigue  duty  doB« 
on  it  by  the  soldiers,  was  io  obedience  to  a  gen- 
eral law  on  tbat  lubject,  and  fur  tbe  aecommo- 
dalion  of  the  Army.  Norightwaaotaimed  orex- 
oreiMd,  to  eonttruci  the  road,  or  atter  its  location, 
in  any  respect  whatever.  The  other  eatet  men- 
tioeed,  are  (he  roads  leading  from  Georgia  to  St. 
Stepbent,  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  and  from 
Galiimbia,  io  TeBoessee,  to  Lake  Ponchartrain  : 
and  (bote  bare  been  aathorized  by  several  aeta 
of  Congreas,  makingapproprlatioosforifaeircom- 
ldetioB.  Mr.  P.  contended  tbat  there  was  not  the 
amayeat  foondatioo  for  the  charge  whieh  had 
been  made  tgaiatt  (he  Pretident,  M  a  mturpniton 
oS  power,  deemed  by  him  (o  be  oonsliiutionally 
vnted  in  the  legislative  department  of  Govera- 
nuDi.  He  eoDtidercd  the  proposed  approprietioB, 
atthongb  small  la  amotnt.  as  inve^ving  a  very 
important  principle,  the  esiabtlshmeni  of  whieh 
might  lead  to  very  dangerous  consequences  :  knd 
be  therefore  expressed  a  hope,  (bat  the  House 
wvnld  disagree  id  ibe  report  of  the  Commideeof 
tbe  Whole,  and  leave  ihe  question  to  be  decided 
oo  »  distinct  propoaitioo. 

After  a  few    addilienal    remarks  from   Hr. 


Tncns,  exptanatorroftbe  voice  of  laalaenioD, 
&e.  a  motion  prevailed  to  lay  (he  bill  on  tbe  taUe- 
And  the  House  adj<i«rned  to  Honday. 

MoHDAT,  Jannary  11. 
Mr.  SsnouNT,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Roads 
aad  Canalt,  reported  a  bill,  anlhorizing  the  sub- 
scription of  stocE  in  Ibe  DelawarCand  (^etapeake 
Canal  Company;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  (o  a  CommKtee  of  tbe  Whole,  (o- 


Tbe  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  Honae,  a  letter 
from  William  Lambert,  accompanied  with  two 
hundred  copies  of  Abstracts  of  CalculatioDt,  to 
ascerlain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  from  Oreenrich  Observatory,  in 
England  ;  which  letter  was  orderedto  lie  on  the 
tabfe. 

An  engrossed  IhII,  entitled  "An  aet  for  Ibe  relief 
of  Daniel  Moss,"  was  read  (be  third  tine  aad 
passed. 

MILITAR7  APFROPUATION  BILL. 

Tbe  Houae  having  raanmed  tbe  eonudetatiM 
of  tbe  bill  to  make  appropriationa  for  the  tappon 
of  the  Miliury  Eaublishaaent  for  1816,  and  ibc 
amendment  thereto  r^wrtcd  by  tbe  Committee  of 
(be  Whole,  for  making  a  distinct  af^nHwiatioa 
of  (10,000  for  extra  pay  to  non-eommlsaioiied 
oKcers  and  soldiers  employed  In  &e  comtruetifin 
and  rafwire  of  military  roads,  waa  immediately 
under  coneidetation. 

Mr.  LiRcoLM,  of  MMBaohuBcttt,  said,  that>  the 
darkness  by  whi^h  the  subject  under  eonsldera- 
(ion  was  overshadowed,  aeesied  to  him  to  reaolt 
from  the  want  of  a  correct  definitioB  of  the  i«rm 
"military  roads."  It  is  important,  laid  be,  M 
have  one.  Without  it  we  cannot  ascertain  W 
what  specific  us*  (he  appropriation  in  the  amend- 
moit  M  die  bill  may  be  applied,  or  whether  It  is 
or  is  not  proper  lo  make  it. 

An  hoaoraUe  gentleman  from  Vtrginin  baa  in- 
formed ns  that  a  road  becomes  "milttaryl'  by 
being  constrncted  by  military  men.  It  is  ditEauft 
to  conceive  how  tM  nature  of  the  otgect  {■  af- 
fected by  tbe  etipaeiiy  of  the  agent  who  acts  upon 
it.  If  a  work  becomes  military  as  rasultiag  ri<oiii 
tbe  military  power  which  prodwus  it,  than,  bad 
this  Hall  beea  eretted  by  a  corps  of  the  artificers 
of  the  Army,  it  would  bave  bera  a  military  worit, 
the  honorable  Speaker  the  oomauBdaot  of  a  f«r- 
tresa,  aad  the  maxim,  now  to  apropea,  "oedant 
arma  togn,  cedani  laorca  lionK."  would  eeaac 
to  apply.  How  bappeas  it,  if  me  definition  given 
is  eorreel,  that  tbe  Roman  roads,  which  esctcniled 
from  tbe  heart  lo  the  extvemitiei  of  the  empire, 
were  not  deaigaaled  by  the  title  of  "military 
raads,"  altbongb  many  of  them  were  eansmetea 


by  the  imperial  l^ion^  although  they  were  tbote 

'which  thearmice  roarcbedto  tbe  distant  prov- 

lea.  and  through  which  the  barbarians  of  ihe 


ihe  gates  of  Rome,  and  made  the 
queen  of  aaiieot  sWMidiary  to  aavagea  aad  tbe 
victim  of  robberaf  Thai  thota  reads  were  not 
to  dcaignatcd,  we  are  inibnaed  by  the  gaatte- 
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Ban  before  ittatni  to,  aod  I  welc  «o  higher  an- 
tkoritf. 

Othu*  hare  aTowed  the  opinioa  thkt  all  roadi 
are  alike,  and  oaa  aa  appropnaU  to  the  use  of  an 
army  aa  another.  To  assert  that  there  is  do  dif- 
ference betweeo  a  road  conitracled,  if  f  ou  pleaie, 
bf  a  tnililarr  corps,  applied  only  t»  the  faciiila- 
ling  the  Iraniport  of  mvniiiotu  of  war,  the  pa»- 
iag  of  troops,  aad  snlwerTiDg  their  want*  and 
Decessitiei,  and  a  toad  used  oDly  for  the  inter- 
dtange  of  trade  and  the  social  coaceriM  of  the 
eommiiDitr  in  time  of  peace,  is  to  adraDca  a  pro- 
positioa,  to  the  tmih  of  which  my  tDind  refuses 
lis  assBDt;  it  is  lo  deny  the  word  "  military."  wed 
to  exproi  ihe  quality  of  the  abject  with  witicfa  it 
Bgreu,  any  forae  or  meanlDg. 

That  the  riKbt  of  eonstmctictr  a  military  road 
mtisia  in  the  Preaideat  of  the  United  States,  in 
time  of  war,  is  admitted.  It  most  be  a  right  ab- 
solute and  independent,  or  it  woold  be  inadeqaate 
to  aiuwer  the  oeoasioD,  the  impeiioa*  urgency  of 
which  alooe  can  justify  iu  exercise.  It  canooi, 
therefore,  be  derived  from  the  ConstitaiiM,  as  it 
would  be  ia  derogation  of  those  rights  teserred 
to  ihe  States,  respeetivelr  {  Deitkeri  if  it  exists  in 
lime  of  war  only,  as  is  alleged,  can  it  be  tiaeed  to 
that  source;  for  the  Constiint ion  is  not  ealenia ted 
for  any  partienlar  meridian  er  point  of  line ;  it 
ia  not  aow  aetive  aud  the  next  moment  a  mere 
dead  letter,  bm  ii  iu  force  at  all  times,  immuta- 
U<j^aad,  like  tralb,  atsnat. 

Whenoe,  then,  is  the  right  in  the  Presideci  to 
covetitict  military  roads  dcrirad?  From  the  par- 
amonnl  law  of  hamau  naMrc,  the  law  of  self- 
pieaarration ;  a  law  which  Jostt&es  aets  not  only 
sat  anthociaed  by  the  Coutilotioa,  bat  dlraotly 
aoDtranaiof  its  piorisieos.  It  eiiita  a*  well  ia 
peace  aa  ia  war,  and  would  authoriie  the  Prcsi* 
dent  to  blow  ap  the  dwelliug  of  the  genilemaa 
from  Uassachneettt,  who  advened  to  that  inel- 
dent,  as  folly  at  "- "^ 


therageof  tiattl^ did  the  "eommoa  defence"  aad 
"  geaoral  welfare"  now  reqtiiie  the  sacrifice.  It 
is  a  right  not  beloDgiug  peenliarly  to  him,  but  is 
common  to  all,  and  girei  to  the  hnmbleat  snbal- 
tern  the  same  privileges  aa  to  Ihe  eommauder-ia- 
ebi^. 

Having  described  the  source  and  character  of 
tlie  power  to  be  employed,  let  us  endeavor  to 
aseeriaia  the  nature  of  the  e^t  prodoeed.  That 
the  right  of  way  through  a  canatiy,to  defend 
which  is  the  object  of  tha  exisleaee  of  an  army, 
beloop  to  that  army,  cannot  be  denied  without 
asserting  that  it  must  be  considered  as  a  motioa- 
Icss  and  inert  man,  Harinff  the  ritrhl  of  way,  it 
ha*  also,  as  incident  to  it,  lEat  of  lornishiBg  to 
itsrifa  military  road  as  the  means  of  executing  it. 
This  right  results  from  the  supreme  law  of  n^ 
oessity,  aud,  of  eonscqueuce,  ceases  when  the  exi- 
gency which  required  its  exercise  has  paiscd 
away.  The  sovereignty  of  tha  local  eatnority, 
and  the  ownership  of  the  individual  proprietor  of 
the  soil,  for  a  time  dormaat,  immediately  revive. 

To  eousider  the  right  to  be  permanent,  is  to 
give  the  commauder  of  an  army  the  power  to  ae- 
qaire  territory  at  pteasnre,  and  to  constitaie  a 


■uiitary  desaotism,  in  principle  as  great,andintta 
exercise  as  ratal,  ai  that  of  ihe  PrMtorian  guards 
of  Rome  or  the  Janissaries  of  Turkey.  It  gives 
10  the  Pretideni  a  power  in  the  highest  degree 
dangerous.  As  the  people  have  delegated  to  oa 
only  that  portion  of  power  which  it  was  neeas- 
sarf  for  tbem  10  part  with  for  the  purposes  of 
social  order  and  civil  society,  so  ought  we  not  te 
sanation,  in  the  other  departments  of  the  Qovera- 
meut,  the  exercise  of  any  more  than  ia  indiipaa* 
sably  requisite  for  those  purposes ;  for,  if  yon 
grant  power  you  will  in  ram  legislate  agalaatits 
abuse;  if  you  furnish  temptations  to  avarice  and 
ambition,  they  will  pursue  their  objeois  to  the 
heights  of  danger  aud  the  depths  of  perdition.  Ia 
the  present  cane,  by  anthorixmg  the  Preaident  to 
construct  permaneDt  military  rntda  at  bia  diaere- 
tiou,  you  put  into  his  hand  the  means  of  eorru^ 
tion,  the  bribe  by  which  he  may  aedaoe  the  Statea 
into  a  anbeervieacy  lo  bis  viawa.ioeDablehinte 
esiablirii  himself  as  a  first  coauil,  a  perpetual  die- 
taior,  and  a  tyrant.  Even  should  his  mvon  not 
be  accepted  as  the  wages  of  cortnptioa,  ia  it  not 
ineonsistent  with  human  nature  that  one,  who 
peraeires  the  eye  of  kiudoeas  bcanung  upon  hisa, 
and  benehctioDs  showered  upoa  bis  head  by  aome 
superior  being,  should  be  able  to  suppress  tha 
emotions  of  gratitude  and  tlie  dispoeiiwa  to  be 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  bis  bnabctof  1 

The  alaim  of  authoriif ,  thus  sanctioned,  is  aleo 
throwing  tha  apple  at  diseord  amosg  the  States 
Each  raembCT  of  our  potiticBl  famuy  will  eoa- 
aider  its  uceeseities  and  its  rights  equal.  When 
one  shall  perceive  that  bivon,  in  whiah  it  does 
aoi  participata,  era  beatowed  upon  another^  tha 
harmony  of  tha  Union  wili  be  dUtarbed  by  jeal- 
ousies, whiob,  combiaiDg  with  other  alemaaia  of 
diacontent,  may  tenainata  ia  storms  which  may 
•waep  the  coaatry  with  &tal  fury. 

Under  the  h'"-'  "■ ' ■" 

which  may  i 


Under  the  beUef  that  exigencies  may  ba| 

TCQuire  aa  e^wndi' 

miUiaty  roads  sneh 


lay  baraen, 
I  of  puolie 
I  have  de- 


scribed, i  shall  vote  for  the  centemplaicd  aptoo- 
priatiou;  but  I  proiest  sgnuut  any  of  it  beiDt 
applied  to  dc&aytng  the  expense  of  roods  tiketbat 
from  Flattabnrg  to  ihe  Sl  Lawrence,  which  I  do 
not  consider  to  be  any  more  a  military  toad  thak 
this  House  is  a  barrack.  I  do  not  say  this,  how- 
ever, out  of  dinetpcct  to  the  PresideBt,  by  wfaoae 
ordeoit  waaoonsttnelad;  for.aaon  the  oue  hand 
I  am  not  disposed  to  join  in  the  aothea^  glory  to 
the  President  ia  the  highest,  which  will  alwaya 
be  chanted  by  a  fall  choir,  on  the  other  I  hope 
I  shall  aot  be  wanting  in  that  respeet,  eonftdraee, 
afftotioo,  and  esteem,  which  baloiics  to  the  man 
who  has  devoted  bis  life  to  the  service  of  bis 
eoontry,  and  been  oue  of  it*  ablest  aiateamea  aad 
brightcat  ornameatsi  ao  loag  as  he  shall  oonilniie 
to  be  sctoated  by  those  pattiotic  feelings  which  I 
believe  now  to  inflaeace  bim,  and  ihcae  ealight- 
eoed  views  which  bare  for  the  most  partohama- 
tcrized  bis  AdmiDistralion. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  making  some  remarka  to 
prove  that  the  allowance  of  extra  pay  tr  -''^' — 
on  fnticne  duty  is  sanctioned  by  law. 

Hr.  BaiOBik,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  as 
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iwrioiion  b]r  Urikinf  odi  the  worda  in  iUiic,  and 
iiNrtins  the  words  "vorkiagim"  in  lieu  ihereof. 
Ha  eipuincd  the  object  of  his  amcDdmeDt,  by  a 
anmber  of  obKiTaliOB*j  the  Babitanee  of  which 
wta,  that  ha  did  not  bebeve  it  wu  erei  intended 
tiiat  the  Preaidem  of  the  United  8talei|  in  the 
aserciM  of  powera  granted  to  him  by  me  Cod- 
alitBiion,  should  be  authorized  to  enter  upon  the 
property  of  iDdividuata  for  the  purpose  of  makiog 
roada,  except  where,  in   [iine  of  war,  it  became 


BMenarr  to  facilitate  the  moTemeDti  of  iho 
Armr-  That  the  OoTeraaieDt  had  a  right  of 
wa_f  for  certain  purposes  orer  the  property  of 


iauridvalt,  he  had  no  doobl ;  and  that  the  best 
appropriation  of  the  labor  of  soldier*,  in  lims  of 
peace,  was  to  employ  them  io  making  or  repair- 
in^  roads,  was  agreed  on  all  bands.  He  did  not 
wwh  that  the  Exeontive  should  have  onlimited 
anthoriiy  in  the  allowance  of  extra  pay  for  such 
aerrlees;  at  the  same  lime  he  could  see  no  ob- 
jectiott  to  giriog  the  authority  lo  the  Ezecotive 
10  employ  the  spare  labor  of  the  Army  ia  miking 
roads  not  inierieriag  with  individual  right,  dtc. 
Mr.  FiHDALi^  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  motion 
to  amend  the  appropriation  clause.  [The  clause 
rqiorted  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  made 
aji  appropriation  of  Q1Q,000  for  tbe  ooostraction 
and  repair  of  military  reads,  but  the  proposed 
amendment  was  a  sobstilule.  omitting  rne  word 
military,  and  conseijaenlly  looking  to  a  difcre' 
don  in  the  Sxecuttre  to  apply  the  moner  to 
roada  other  than  military.]  Mr.  P.  expressed  the 
leloctance  with  which  be  most  oppose  any  modi- 
fication aoggesied  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohla 
as  be- was  sensible  tbaigentleman  was  and  would 
eontinne  to  be  a  decided  friend  to  tbe  faculty  of 
thie  OoveruincDt  for  internal  ImproTement,  and 
area  at  that  moment,  Mr.  P.  said,  be  found  him- 
self punning  the  tame  object  vitb  tbe  honorable 
maver  of  tbe  amendment,  for  both  wished  the 
bill  lo  assume  a  form  which  would  trniie  the 
TOtrn  of  all  who  affirmed  the  power  of  the  Oen- 
cral  QoTemment  to  construct  roads  and  canals. 


__.  1  of  inienial  impioTemeot  in  a  shape  ... 
would  unite  iis  friends.  When  particular  obji,- 
of  improvement  are  designated  and  proposed, 
many  honorable  members,  who  expressly  declare 
that  tbe  QoTernnieDt  has  power  to  construct 
roads,  will,  boweTer,  rota  aniost  tbe  meainre, 
on  tbe  groDnd  of  the  inexpediency  of  appropria- 
ting money  to  ihoae  particular  objects.  But  when 
naoluiiona  are  proposed  merely  declaring  in  gen- 
aral  terma  that  Congress  baa  the  power  to  make 
loads,  other  gentlemen  who  admit  the  truth  of 
the  declaration,  rote  against  tbe  resolutions,  al- 
lafing  the  improprietjr  of  legislating  on  what  are 
euledabatraDt  projxiBi lions.  A^in,  other  gen- 
tlemen who  conscientiously  believe  that  the  as- 
sent of  tbe  State  governments  was  essential  to 
the  exercise  of  these  powers  of  Congress,  found 
themielves  constrained  to  negative  resolutioos 
eompreheoding  no  salvo  la  relation  to  that  topic. 
Thus  it  was  that  some  awkward  circumstance 
conlinaally  interreaed  to  baffle  erery  attempt  to 
oonaolidate  the  atrengih  of  the  majority  in  Ibe 


Houee.  He  was  convinced  there  wae  no  risk  of 
error  in  declaring  that,  whenever  our  good  for- 
tune should  enable  os  to  devise  a  measure,  tbe 
expediency  of  which  would  be  admitted  by  those 
who  believed  in  the  CoDtliiutional  poarer,  it 
would  be  found  that  at  least  two  thirds  of  the 
Honie  we/e  the  friends  of  internal  improvauent, 
on  which  event  the  Presidential  opposition  woald 
of  necessity  yield  to  the  power  oi^  Congress. 

Some  genttemeo,  the  decided  advocates  of  in- 
ternal iroptovemeor,  were  now  beard  Io  object 
10  the  appropriation  for  military  roads,  beeanae 
it  was  a  mere  appropriation,  or  settiag  aaide  a 
sum  of  moner  fora  particular  object,aDd  aaaerted 
that,  allhouah  Congress  may  make  a  law  to  au- 
thorize ihe  President  to  open  a  road,  no  each  law 
existed,  and  that  no  snch  auihoritr  could  be  im- 
plied from  an  appropriation  bill,  which  only 
■ought  to  makb  an  arransement  to  govern  the 
accounts  and  moneys  of  tlie  Treasury.  Would 
not  tbe  objections  of  these  gentlemen  be  streogth- 
eoed  instead  of  being  dissipated  by  tbe  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  1  For  if  they 
affirmed  that  the  President  could  make  or  i«pair 
no  military  road  without  an  act  of  Congrev, 
(exclusive  of  the  appropriation  bill,)  they  would 
of  course  be  more  hostile  to  the  genileman's 
amendment,  which  was  founded  on  tbeaapposi- 
tion  of  the  President's  power  lo  make  not  only 
military,  but  all  other  roads  j  hence  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  proposed  amendmeat  would,  in  re- 
pugnance to  tbe  wish  of  its  author,  only  aerre  to 
perplex  or  divide  the  friends  of  iaierQafinproTe- 
meni.  Mr.  P.  had  no  doiAt  oC  the  power  of  th* 
President  to  coostinct  or  repair  military  roada, 
without  the  previous  sanction  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  would  have  become  neeeaaary,  not 
to  authorize  the  conairueiion  of  tbe  road,  bat  to 
warrant  the  Treasury  Department  to  disburse  ih* 
mone]r  oecessary  for  thai  object.  Nor  did  this 
asseriion  of  Executive  power  militate  in  the  leosi 
against  ibe  power  possessed  by  Consress  to  con- 
struct roads.  On  the  contrary,  tbe  Presidential 
power,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  to 
constrDct  military  loads,  might  admit  of  control 
by  Congress,  which  could  restrain  or  embarrass 
the  exerciie  of  tbe  President's  powtr  by  tbe  ex- 
ertion of  its  own  Constiiutional  rights,  of  eensa- 
ring  or  impeaching  for  abase  of  power ;  or,  by 
withholding  supplies,  or  even  by  its  right  to  pan 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  Army  and  the 
departments.  The  President  wanted  no  law  to 
enable  him  to  make  military  roads;  he  could  only 
want  money  to  enable  him  lo  exercise  powers 
purely  Bxeeutive,  which  resulted  from  the  Con- 
stitution and  existing  institutions,  and  wbieb 
would  remain  until  abrcsated  by  Congressioafll 
discreiioQ.  Hr.F.  lamented  when  he  heard  mem- 
bers with  whom  he  had  the  honor  lo  vote  on  tbe 
question  of  internal  improvement  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, give  notice  of  their  iateation  to  vole  far 
striking  out  ibe  ilem   for  military  roads.    The 

Sound  they  now  assumed  was  untenable.  He 
d  observed  that  ihe  gentlemen  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  present  discussion  had  expressed  theii 
with  to  avoid  debate  on  the  question  of  Ihe  powei 
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of  (he  QoTernnient  (Congran  and  ihe  Presidsnt) 
to  construct  rnda;  aod  yet  the  lubjects  were  so 
coDoeeted  ihat  those  who  addreued  the  Cbiit 
found  themsetrea  in  the  incidental  diicutsion  of 
that  gteaC  question.  He  would  noi  discuss  the 
topic  so  Mf  handled  by  others  at  the  last  session, 
except  in  reference  to  the  reUllTe  powers  of  the 
Frettdenl  and  CoDKress,  in  doicg  which  he  would 
addren  an  argument  exelusivelf  to  the  friends  of 
interrDalimproTemeDt,  by  reminding  the  in  of  cer- 
tain prenusea  in  whieb  they  all  cooeuned  at  the 
laal  session,  and  sbowins  ibac  those  premiies, 
.  which  conducted  tbeiu  aU  to  the  conelusioa  that 
tke  wboie  GoTernment  possessed  power  to  con- 
■ttuct  roads,  canals,  &c.,  would  now  necessarily 
lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  President  without 
any  new  law  had  the  power  to  construct  and 
repair  military  roada. 

Our  friends,  said  he,  bad  then  insisted  that  the 
Gofernmeot  of  the  Union  was  rested,  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  with  the  con- 
trol and  direction  of  the  armies  and  military 
force,  with  the  power  of  remoriog  that  force 
from  the  interior  to  the  frontier,  aod  from  one 
point  to  other  places  of  destioaiion  on  the  fron- 
tier ;  thai  armies,  military  supplies,  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  could  only  pass  or  be  remored  hy 
means  of  roads;  which  deroWed  on  QoTernmeot 
the  oeceasiiy  of  opeoiog  roads  when  none  were 
fonnd,  or  of  repairing  such  as  were  impassabb 
Mr.  F>  asked  whether  any  gentleman  denied  t 
the  President,  as  Com  man  der-in- Chief  of  the 
Aim^,  the  right  (cootiDually  practised)  of  re- 
mOTing  detachments  of  the  military  force,  with 
ita  ordnance,  dtc.,  from  one  place  or  garrison  to 
others  on  the  western  or  southern  frontier,  even 
vheta  no  roads  are  found  7  If  such  right  existed 
in  the  President,  the  power  to  construct  or  repair 
military  roads,  by  the  same  officer,  would  result 
ofnecesaiiy^  as,  without  it,  the  admitted  right 
and  duty  of  the  President  could  not  be  exerei^. 
He  believed  this  subject  was  frequently  obscured 
hy  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  term  power,  that 
carried  with  it  an  idea  not  easily  distinguishable 
from  property  or  right,  and  which  rendered  it 
desirable,  to  any  one  in  quest  of  truth,  to  dismiss 
this  equivocal  word,  and  review  the  subject  (if 
possible)  as  ranked  under  no  particular  denomi' 
nation,  or  express  its  relations  by  other  terms. 
True,  he  said,  the  Constitution  did  not  express 
that  the  President  should  have  power  to  open 
military  roads  ;  but  was  it  not  equally  true,  that 
some'  powers,  in  lelaiioo  to  some  subjects,  wete 
vested  by  that  instrument  in  the  President?  If 
gentlemen  would  select  any  one  of  those  legiti- 
mate powers,  which  it  was  both  the  right  and 
duly  of  the  President  to  carry  into  execu'* 
ana.  at  the  same  time,  imagine  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  executing  the  power  without  incurring 
expenditures  of  labor  or  money,  ihe^  must  agree 
that  the  President  may  incur  such  expenditure, 
although  not  found  expressed  in  the  list  of  Con- 
stitutional powers.  When  the  mind  had  found 
this  result,  it  would  seem  idle  to  dispute  of  terms. 
Let  it  be  called  the  power,  or  the  necessity,  oi 
axigeucy  of  the  President  or  Army,  no  ntiacon- 


ception  of  terms  shonid  enhance  or  detract  from 
the  faculties  of  the  Executive.  Although  the 
faculty  of  constructing  military  roads  was  made 
to  result  from  a  principle  of  necessity,  it  would 
constitute  no  ground  of  objection  to  its  existence, 
for  the  President  atone  ceuld  judge  of  the  neces- 
sity; nor  was  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
any  abuse  of  ibe  power  whilst  this  House  retained 
its  integrity  and  vigor.  The  military  detach- 
ments, so  frequently  marched  in  the  western 
wilderness  since  the  foundation  of  the  Gorern- 
meni,  in  almost  every  expedition  found  it  neces- 
sary to  have  roads  made  by  the  expenditures  of 
the  labor  and  money  of  the  nation  ;  yet,  gentle- 
men could  furnish  no  insiance  of  laws  being  re- 
quired to  authorize  these  roads  ;  they  were  opened 
repaired  by  the  mere  aatboriiy  of  the  President 
of  hia  officers;  Congress  had  no  concern  with 
em  until  after  the  expense  was  incurred,  whan 
lied  on  for  appropriations.  Not  could  any  in- 
stance be  shown  of  refusal  to  make  those  appro- 
priations. It  seemed  that  the  expenses  of  repair- 
■■\g  roads  had  been  defrayed  from  the  appropria- 
on  of  the  Q,ua  iter  master's  department ;  and  that 
this  coarse  wu  justifiable  would  be  manifest  from 
an  examination  of  the  law,  as  the  ^artermaster 
General  was,  when  thereto  required  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  to  procure  and  provide  mean*  of 
:raQsport  for  the  Army,  its  stores,  artillery,  and 
camp  equipage.  Yet,  the  method  now  proposed 
of  appropriating  a  certain  sum  expressly  for  the 
construction  and  repair  of  military  roads,  waa 
preferable  to  the  former  practice,  as  a  deleii  of 
each  item  of  expense  conveyed  more  informa- 
tion, and  was  consequently  more  satisfactory  to 
the  public  than  a  complication  of  partictuara 
nnder  a  bead  not  so  easily  understood  by  our 
constituents. 

Gentleman  had  complained  that  the  Executive, 
by  color  of  the  extra  pay  and  ration  afforded  to 


thes( 


:8  while  on  fatigue  in  repairing  militarv 
'       '  '  B  the  wages  of  sol- 


roads,  had  undertaken  tc 

diers  without  a  law  to  warrant  the" measure. 
This  complaint  waa,  however,  easily  vanquished, 
while  the  argument  in  sup[)ort  of  the  Bxecutive 
power  to  repair  roads  remained  noanswered ;  for 
the  Executive  might  employ  artificers  and  labor* 
era,  who  did  not  belong  to  the  army,  to  repair 
these  roads.  The  ordinary  pay  insured  to  tha 
soldier  by  the  contract  of  enlistment  does  not 
purport  to  be  a  compensation  for  labor  on  roads 
wiin  the  mattock;  he  would  receive  the  pay  ap- 
pertaining to  his  character  as  a  soldier,  although 
pe  performed  no  labor  in  the  construction  or  re- 
pair of  roads.  As  the  Executive,  therefore,  savet 
the  expense  of  employing  other  artificers  and 
laborers,  by  availing  itself  of  the  (otherwise  idle) 
time  of  the  soldier,  and  as  the  soldier  thereby 
performs  a  service  not  compensated  for  by  hiB 
wages  as  a  soldier,  it  would  accord  with  law  and 
justice  to  make  him  a  proper  remnoeratioo. 

Mr.  ALEianniB  Sutth  said,  that  he  hoped 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Bbecbeb)  would  be  rejected.  He 
said  that,  should  it  be  rejected,  be  would  oOer  an 
amendment  making  an  appropriation  "for  the 
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«xtn  f»j  of  Doit-coiDiDiHioiied  officer*  and  aoi' 
diecs  emplofed  in  openiog  and  Tepiiiing  roadsi 
and  cDDstructiDg  ana  repaTring  bridgea  neeeasaiy 
for  ibe  moTein«Dt  of  ibe  nrtny,  or  tnj  detach- 
ment thereof."  Bach  an  epproprialion  wa«  now 
proper ;  as  the  House  had  struck  SiO.OOO  out  of 
the  appropriation  for  the  Quart ermasier's  depart- 
ment; that  the  approprialion  thus  made  would 
be  in  eoDformiiy  to  existing  lavaj  the  r«guln- 
tioni  of  the  War  Department  eontaioinff  a 
clause  in  these  words,  which  regulations  Cave 
been  adopted  by  law.  Br  this  means,  said  Mr. 
S.,  we  shall  aroid  passing  any  new  law,  and  we 
shall  make  the  bill  what  an  apprgpriaiioo  bill 


this  bill  B  clause  inrolring  a  great  Constitution  at 
question,  seemed  to  him  not  10  be  a  correct  course 
of  legislation. 

The  allowance  of  eilra  pay,  said  Mr.  8.,  to 
■oldiers  en^ged  in  necessary  labor,  has  long 
been  sanctioned  by  usage,  and  for  some  veara 
past  has  been  aanciioned  by  law.  The  allegn- 
lim  that  the  President  has  giren  extra  pay  to 
the  soldiers,  without  authority  by  law,  whereby 
the  attachment  of  the  soldiers  to  Congress,  to 
whom  they  ought  to  took  for  their  pay,  may  be 
transferred  to  the  President,  is  without  founda- 

An  honorable  menber  (Ur.  Cuit)  who  s))oke 
soma  days  since  on  this  subject,  seemed  to  lup- 
pOM  that  the  House  and  the  President  disagreed, 
■ad  were  at  Issue  on  the  question  respecting  the 
power  of  CoDEresi  to  make  internu  impro*e- 
mentf.    The  honorable  member  was  misiakeb. 

On  referring  to  the  Joornal  of  the  House  at  iu 
Ust  aession,  it  will  appear  that  there  is  a  perfect 
ssd  entire  agreement  in  opinion  between  the 
President  and  the  House. 

At  the  lail  session,  said  Mr.  8.,  a  resolntion 
wa*  offered,  declaring  "  that  Congress  has  power, 
under  the  Cosatitntioo,  to  construct  roads  and 
canals  necessary  for  commerce  between  the 
States."  It  wa*  rejected — ayes  46,  noes  ISO. 
Anaiber  resolnlion  was  offered,  deolarin^  that 
"OoDgresB  has  power  under  the  CoDsiitution  to 
construct  post  roads  and  military  roads."  It  wm 
rqeeted— ayes  89,  noes  Si.  Another  resolaiioa 
was  offered  declaring  that  "Congress  bas  power 
uder  the  Conatiiuiion  to  coostruet  canals  for 
military  purposes."  It  was  rejected— ayes  81, 
Boa*  83.  The  only  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House,  declared,  "That  Congress  bas  power,  un- 
der the  Constiiution,  to  appropriate  money  tog 
the  construction  of  post  roads,  military  and  other 
loads,  and  for  the  improvement  of  water  eonrses." 

The  House  has  explicitly  declared  that  Con- 
Ress  have  not  power  to  construct  roads  of  any 
kind,  hut  that  it  has  power  to  make  ajMropria- 
tions  for  sticb  a  purpose.  Tbe  President  has 
coincided  with  the  House  in  both  of  those  opin- 
iona.  He  has  said,  as  this  House  bare  said,  that 
Congress  hare  not  power  to  make  internal  im- 
provements; while  he  has  sanctioned  appropria- 
tions of  money  made  by  Congress  for  such  im- 
provements. 


tee  to  Congress,  a' 

ided  to,  andliiscoi] 

of  his  opinion  that  Congress  had  not 
power  to  make  internal  improvements,  has  been 
spoken  of  with  disapprobation.  The  House  well 
know,  said  Mr.  S.,  tnat  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent, made  so  by  the  Conslilntion,  "to  recon- 
mend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  such  mea- 
sures as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient." 

The  President's  Message  contained  the  follow- 
ing clatise:  "When  we  consider  the  vast  extent 
'  of  territory  within  the  United  States ;  the  great 
'amount  and  value  of  its  prodnctions ;  ihecoa- 
'  nexion  of  its  parts,  and  other  circa  msiances  on 
'which  their  prosperity  and  happioesa  depend; 
'  we  cannot  fail  to  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
'  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  faciUtr  which 
'  may  be  afibrded  in  the  intercourse  between 
'  them,  hj  means  of  good  roads  and  canals.— 
'  Never  did  a  country  of  snch  vast  extent  offin- 
'  e^Dal  inducements  to  Improvements  of  this 
'  kind,  nor  ever  were  consequences  of  such  ma^ 
'  nitnde  involved  in  them."  Does  not  this  paa- 
'  sage  show  the  President  to  be  a  most  ardent  ad- 
vocate for  internal  improvement?  What  lan- 
guage eonld  he  have  used  more  conclusively 
proving  bis  friendliness  to  a  system  of  interaaf 
improvement  f  Tbe  President  then  exprested 
with  candor  his  opinion  that  Congress  do  not 
possess  the  right  to  establish  a  system  ofiotcmad 
tmprovement ;  and  then  recommends  a  measttrc 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  That  measare 
is,  that  tbey  should  recommend  to  the  Btaies  the 
adoption  of  an  amendment  lo  the  Constftation, 
granliog  to  Congress  tbe  right  to  establish  a  sya- 
tem  of  internal  improvement.  He  then  says: 
"In  cases  of  doubtful  construction,  especially  of 
'  such  vital  interest,  it  comports  with  the  nature 
'  and  origin  of  out  institutions,  and  will  contrib- 
'  ute  much  to  preserve  them,  to  apply  to  ourcon- 
'  stiiuents  for  an  explicit  grant  ofpower." 

I  can  find  nothing,  said  Mr.  8.,  in  this  Messaca, 
calculated  to  provoke  this  House  lo  enter,  as  Ess 
been  proposed,  into  hostilities  with  the  President 
of  the  United  Staien,  concerning  a  system  of  Id- 
temal  improvement,  or  any  other  subject  what- 
ever. Yet  an  honorable  member  (Mr.  Cuit) 
baa  proposed,  that  Congress  shall  pass  the  bill 
rejected  by  Mr.  Madison,  a  bill  deemed  uoconsti- 
lotionai  by  the  President,  and  which  this  Honac, 
bv  its  vote  of  last  session,  bas  abo  explicitly  de- 
clared to  be  unconstitutional.  That  this  oncon- 
stiluiionat  bill,  so  to  be  passed,  shall  be  aeni  10 
the  President,  and  if  he  will  not  approve  of  it, 
that  then  we  shall  withhold  a  pan  of  the  suppliaa 
which  we  deem  necessary  and  proper  for  tbe 
public  service,  and  enter  into  hostilities  with  the 
President  upon  this  subject.  Sir,  said  Mr.  8.,  t 
would  call  the  particular  alcention  of  the  House 
to  this  proposition.  Let  the  House  place  them- 
selves in  tbe  situation  of  the  President,  and  con- 
sider how  they  would  feel  should  another  braneb 
of  the  Qovernment  adopt  a  similar  coutae  kh 
wards  them. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  the  Senate  should  send  j[Oa 
a  sedition  bill,  aitd  yoa  should  reject  it  as  being 
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anMDftiiDtioBal;  MppoM  the  Seoite  w«re  lh«B 
to  lay  Toar  bills  upoa  their  lable,  and  girt  j"" 
to  uDMraland  thai  thtj  wouM  obitiaet  ihe 
wheels  of  GorerDmesl  uoiil  tob  passed  the  bill 
which  joa  bad  declared  to  be  UQcODdiiutional, 
I  aik  m  what  termi  jtya  woold  ^wak  of  the 
SciMie'? 

The  Freiident  of  the  Uaited  Stain,  ia  the 
IKeseoee  of  Heavan  and  of  ihii  aaiion,  bai  awom 
that  be  will  preteive,  ^leot,  aad  defeod  Ihe 
CcBstitatioB  of  the  Uaited  Statei.  And  it  it 
propcwed  that,  onlesa  he  will  Tiotaie  thia  loleraa 
ptoraiie,  by  appioriog  a.  bill  which  ia  hit  cod- 
acienca  b«  belierei  to  be  uQooDsiilntioDal,  that 
lb«  House  of  ReptesematiTes  shall  withhold  a 
part  of  the  Decesnrr  sappiies.  Sir,  I  will  say  do 
more  on  ibis  subject. 

Some  gaitlcmeD  stem  to  be  of  opiaion  that 
WhaleTer  the  Presideat  or  aoy  officer  of  [he  Got- 
enmem  Jiaa  a  r%ht  to  do,  Coagteu  may  do  the 
■ame  thing  by  law,  aad  that  as  the  Preaid«Bt, 
Commaader-io-Chief  of  the  army,  by  the  labor 
•f  loldieta  may  open  roads,  therefore  Coogrese 
nay  by  law  make  roads.  Bat,  ibia  eooclusioo 
by  no  meuiifollowatba  premises.  The  Preside  at 
is,  by  the  Coaslitatian,  Commander-ia-Chief  of 
thsanny;  bat  Coooress  cnonot  by  law  command 
the  snay.  The  PresideDt  may  appoint  ambai' 
aadors,  and  make  treaties ;  but  Congress  cMiaot 
by  law  appoint  ambassadon  anL  make  treaties. 
Toubaraa  right  to  raise  an  army;  tha  President 
has  by  the  Conslilution  a  right  to  oamiaand  it; 
this  army  must  mora  from  pkace  to  plac«,  and 
oecupy  camps  and  caDtoamtnts.  The  ftuatler- 
■asMr  Ocfteial  is  charged  to  prwida  for  iliose 
marches  and  cacampmenla.  Enry  ona  has  a 
right  to ibamcaoaef  performing hisduties.  Coo- 
aaqnaoily  the  ttwriermaster  Oeaeial  may  open 
and  repair  loaAs  for  the  march  of  the  army.  But 
this  furaishes  no  jwetenae  for  the  claim  on  the 
pail  of  Csiigrass  to  mak*  roads  by  law. 

Tboae  who  baTc  formerly  eoDicaded  for  the 
aclf-eTidani  propnaitions  that  iba  Preaident  might 
by  ibc  labor  of  the  amy  make  the  road  necasmry 
for  iu  movemeat,faave  been  denominated  "friends 
of  Ezacntive  power."  B«t  none  of  tban  eon. 
tendad  that  permanent  roads  conld  ba  made  aad 
protected  by  the  President.  A  right  to  aoake 
temporary  roads,  to  facilitate  its 


1  the 


part  of  the  army. 

'        By  way  of  recommeDdiag  permaiteoi  military 

roads,  to  be  conaimcted  by  tha  army  nnder  the 

orders  of  the  President,  we  are  told  by  an  bonor- 

'    able  member  (Hi.  B.  iSiiiTH)  wboaa  opinions  I 

respect,  of  the  eraat  advantages  of  sach  roads  in 

'    time  of  war.    ladmit,  that,  to  an  ambitions  eoo- 

'    ^oaring  nation,  military  roadi  offer  facilities  in 

'    the  invasion  of  their  naigfaborB;  bnt,  to  a  peaceful 

'    nation^  which  wages  only  defensive  war,  they  are 

'    pernieions.     The  Romans   in  their  prosperity, 

I    wbile  they  were  oonquetors,  eoDstrueted  perma- 

I    nnl  military  roads  ;  and  on  those  roads,  in  the 

decline  of  the  Roman   Empjra,  the  Soevi,  the 

Gothi,  and  the  Allemani,  marched   lo   invade 

*    Rome.    France  iik  bar  prosperity,  while  engnged 


nader  the  great  Napoleon  in  the  eonqnest  of  the 
neighboring nationi,  made  railiiBTy  roads;  and  on 
those  roads  the  Russians  and  Ausirians  marohed 
to  the  eonqaest  of  France.  For  what  purpose  do 
we  require  military  roadsl  To  make  war  against 
the  Seminoles,  or  the  Chippewas  1  I  presume 
not.  Or,  is  it  to  make  war  against  Spain  1  Are 
wc  to  make  a  miliiarr  load  to  Mexieo?  1  pre- 
sume not.  I  do  not  know  of  any  direction  in 
which  a  military  road  can  be  wanting,  escepi 
towards  Canada ;  and  1  do  not  perceive  the  expe- 
diency of  making  demonstrations  lowardi  the 
aonqoeat  of  Canada  ai  this  lime.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
8.,  ^onld  Omt  Britain  at  any  time  hereafter 
force  us  into  a  war,  I  woald  advise  that  the  fiisl 
step  to  be  taken  for  the  eonqnest  of  Canada  shall 
be  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congrcas  declaring, 
that  the  Canadaa  shall  be  admitiad  into  the  Union 
so  soon  as  Ihey  shall  bare  formed  Repnblieaa 
consiitations.  Should  thai  measure  be  adopted, 
Canada  will  be  oonqaered  wkbont  a  nititary 
road.  The  Oovernment  never  serionily  rcaolvca 
on  the  eonqnest  of  Canada  during  tbe  late  war. 
That  inteniion  has  been  disavowed. 


air,  the  amendment  proposed  by  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  seems  to  me  to  mean  something 
more  than  meets  the  eye,  I  apprehend  it  is  a  plan 
to  commenoe  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, by  the  means  of  soldiers;  Ttw  hon- 
orable cbafFman  of  ihe  Committee  of  latenwl 
Improvement,  (Mr.  Tuckbr,)  my  esteemed  col- 
league and  fticnd,  baa  said  that,  provided  he  can 
have  internal  impreremen I,  beianoi  pariionlarly 
solicitem  by whatmeansitiaobialaed.  IcaitMt 
agree  with  him.  I  deem  it  of  grcat  imponwMw 
by  what  meuw  this  internal  impMivement  ehaU 
be  effected.  The  sysiem,  to  ba  eqrml,  mnsi  be 
geneml ;  it  must  pervada  every  part  of  tha  ooan- 
try  i  and  1  confess  that  I  shonid  greatly  regel  to 
see  any  part  of  tha  cenntry  fllled  with  aoTdicn, 


diagiMC  your  army,  by  transfarming  the  soMien 
into  laboring  slaves,  and  Ihe  offioers  iate  9*er- 
saers,  armefT  with  whips.  While  ibe  army  Is 
employed  in  making  roads  necessary  for  its  aw* 
movement,  or  in  providing  itself  with  Mcessarita, 
It  will  fed  iMt  degradation;  bnt  s«  them  to  work 
in  making  highways  for  the  ose  of  the  flMmen 
and  the  planters,  and  thay  will  soon  feel  tbem- 
sclvee  dishonored.  Then,  indeed,  yon  may  dis- 
miss fram  your  service  Qenml  JaoKaoD,and  every 
other  gallant  officer. 

The  second  effect  of  inch  a  sysiem  wonld  be, 
to  endanger  (he  liberties  of  the  ^ople.  Yonr 
little  army  of  five  thousand  men  will  prove  inad- 
equate to  tha  [askof  eSbciiagasyslemofgeaeial 
internalimprovemeot;  thennmbetmustbegte«tly 
increased.  The  people,  seeing  the  soldiers  em> 
ployed  in  making  roads  and  canals,  and  finding 
great  convenience  and  advantage  from  sach 
works,  tbe  aversion  to  a  standing  army  will  be 
abated.  You  may  presently  have  fifty  thonsand 
rithose military  laborers,  who,fioding themselves 
without  liberiy  and  without  honor,  wilt  ba  fit 
inattumenis  to   effect  the   designs  of  ambition. 
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Soppoie  that  onljr  ten  tbovMod  aacb  men  had 
becD  employed  lo  Marjlaod  and  Virgioia,  in 
making  roads  at  the  time  of  the  conteat  whether 
Mr.  Jefierson  or  Burr  should  be  President,  I  ask 
yOQ  what  would  have  been  the  consequence  T 

Lei  UB  adopt  no  measure,  ihe  effect  of  which 
must  be  to  embartan  the  President  of  the  Uoiled 
States.  Let  us  preserve  the  haimoay  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  GoTeromenl.  And  if  we 
are  lo  have  a  svstem  of  iDierual  improrement 
ezeoDted  under  ibeauthority  of  Lhe  Ualled  Slates, 
whelbet  hj  powers  already  Tested  in  the  Qovein- 
ment,  oi  to  be  obtained  b;  an  amendment  of  the 
ConsticniioD,  let  the  system  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, not  by  miliurr,  but  by  civil  power. 

Mr.  FDLI.EB,  of  Masaachnsetts,  laid,  that  he  had 
liauned  to  the  debate  of  the  last  eession  ia  rela- 
lioD  to  the  several  resolations  on  Ihe  subject  of 
iniernal  improremenis  with  the  utmost  attention, 
and  that  he,  at  the  time,  regietled  to  have  been 
prevented  by  circamsianees  from  eipreuing  bis 
sentiments  on  questions  lo  intereaiing  to  the  com- 
mnnii^.  He  had  resietted  it  the  more,  because 
he  differed  considetaoly,  on  most  of  those  qaes- 
tiotia,  from  those  who  admitted  the  Constitutional 
poven  of  Congreat  to  make  iaieraal  improre- 
ments  senerallf ,  as  well  as  from  those  who  denied 
the  existence  of  such  powers  altogether.  He 
would,  therefore,  by  leave  of  the  Chair,  advert  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  the  most  natural  and  reason- 
able ;  and  wbaierer  powers  were  intended  to  be 
conferred  on  Congress  be  would  be  very  far  from 
narrowing  by  construction,  while  he  was  equally 
adverse  to  that  "liberality"  which,  in  a  general 
expression,  liable  perhaps  to  ambiguity,  could  dis- 
eern  the  delegation  of  almost  unlimited  powers. 

In  the  8th  section  of  the  Isi  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, it  ismade  the  duty  of  Congtes»"lo  pro- 
Tide  for  the  commoD  defence."  This  power  is 
clearly  intended  to  be  exercised,  not  only  in  time 
of  war,  but,  from  the  very  import  of  the  word 
pnnide,  is  also  intended  to  include  prvmective 
preparation  in  time  of  peace.  It  is  therefore  the 
duty  of  Congresa,  even  wben  the  nation  is  in  pto- 
faand  quiet,  to  erect  armories,  anenals,  and  forts, 
and  to  establish  and  fortify  all  such  points,  on  oar 
■eaeoaat  and  frontier,  as  are  most  expoeea  to  an 
enemy,  or  most  advantageous  to  repel  invasion. 
This  power,  said  Mr.  F.,  has  never  been  que*- 
tioneo,  and  has  been  uniformly  exercised ;  and  the 
neceesiiy  of  marching  Iroo[u,  and  tranipotting 

troviiions  and  munitions  of  war  from  the  popu- 
)na  parts  of  the  country,  where  alone  they  can 
be  obtained,  requires  also  the  construction  of  suit- 
able roads.  Wherever  these  roads  have  already 
been  constructed  by  the  States  or  other  local  au- 
thorities. Congress  can  have  no  occasion  to  pro- 
vide them;  but  on  our  extended  frontier,  in  the 
North,  Weal,  and  South,  Ihe  case  is  far  different. 
The  mere  purposes  of  civil  iniereourse  will  not 
probably,  for  half  a  century,  induce  or  enable  the 
scatieted  population  of  those  vast  tracts  of  coun- 
try to  make  such  roads,  or  other  means  of  com- 
munication, as  ate  Indispensable  in  the  mere  prep- 
AHttion  for  a  common  defence.    Yet  a  war  with 


Qreat  Britain,  Spain,  or  the  weriero  tribes,  of 
Indians,  instantly  exposes  our  frontier  in  some 
or  all  of  those  points ;  and  it  would  be  a  most  un- 
worthy dereliction  of  their  duly,  if  CoDgtew 
should  neglect  the  obvious  and  early  means  of 
vaging  such  wars  successfully.  Such  yars  are 
ioeritable,  and  the  country  has,  at  this  moment, 
its  eyes  upon  us,  approving  the  application  of  Ihe 
revenue  to  extensive  and  substantial  luiliiaiy  de- 
fence. When  war  impends,  or  is  actually  ra^ 
ing,  it  will  be  vain  to  begin  to  provide  against  ilg 
the  revenues  are  speedily  engrossed  by  more  im- 
mediaie  objects,  or  reduced  by  the  deraneement 
of  commerce,  and  the  checks  to  national  indus- 
try. "  In  peace  provide  for  war,"  is  the  dictate 
of  common  prndence — it  is  also  the  dictate  of  our 
Constitution. 

The  construction  of  post  roads,  though  not  of 
superior  or  of  equal  necessity,  is,  perhaps,  more 
clearly  given  by  a  subsequent  clause  of  the  same 
article  of  the  Constiiuiion ;  wherever  ihey  do  not 
already  exist,  and  the  public  convenience  shall 
require  the  establish  meat  of  a  tegular,  cerlain, 
and  frequent  intelligence,  such  roads  may  be  coi- 
stracted  by  the  National  Legislature. 

But  lhe  sovereignty  and  exclusive  jarisdistioB 
of  the.  Stales  is  considered  by  some  gentlemen  as 
an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  consttaction  of 
roads  by  OongreGS,  while  they  assent  to  the  right 
to  appropriate  ibe  public  revenues  for  that  pur- 
pose. Hence  the  first  resolution,  at  the  last  sci> 
sion,  declaring  the  right  to  appropriate  for  tbc 
construction  of  "  military  and  other  roads,"  passed 
by  a  considerable  majority  ;  while  the  second,  aa- 
serliog  the  right  to  construct  "  military,"  not  in- 
clndiDg  "oifaet"  roads,  was  negatived.  Mr.  F. 
said,  if  it  is  the  right  aad  duly  of  Congress  to 
"  provide"  roads,  whether  in  peace  or  war,  ihea 
the  States  have  no  right  to  interpose  in  its  exer- 
cise, any  more  than  lo  arrest  the  march  of  na- 
lional  troops,  or  the  colleoiioa  of  revenue,  or  any 
other  Qsual  and  well  recognised  exercise  of  Con- 
stitutional power.  In  all  these  particnlan  the 
States,  by  agreeing  (o  the  National  compact,  coa- 
ceded  so  much  of  ilieir  original  sovereignty  as  the 
"  common  defence  and  general  welfare"  required 
to  be  intrusted  to  the  National  Government.  If 
the  first  resoluiiao,  iherefore,  was  established,  the 
second  was  still  clearer,  for  the  mere  right  to  ap- 
propriate money,  without  the  right  to  secure  the 
object,  is  preposterous  and  nugatory.  Do  gen- 
tlemen believe  that  the  States,  into  whose  treas- 
uries it  .is  presumed  the  money  appropriated  is 


ment,  and,  very  oblisingly,  make  the  roads,  nhich 
may  be  thus  humbly  submitted  to  their  discre- 
tion 1  Gentlemen  need  not  travel  back  so  far  u 
to  the  records  of  Congress,  and  of  the  States,  be- 
fore the  exiilence  of  lhe  present  Cons ti I u lion,  to 
learn  whether  the  individual  sovereign  Suies 
will  comply  with  the  recommendation  of  Coo- 
gressj  or  whether  local  and  other  consideiaiioH 
will  not  ofien  lead  to  measures  quite  differenL 
Surely,  then,  the  appropriation  of  money  for  mil- 
iuty  defence  must  incliide  the  power  to  compUte 
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tbtt  dertnee  in  sU  lu  paru,  and  ihe 

of  military  rrada  it  not  tbe  Init  coDsiderable. 

The  gentleman  from  Conn  ret  icQi  ([Mr.PiTKiR) 
ba*  remarked,  that  a  tniliEarjr  road  ii  ao  aaiatel- 
ligible  phrase;  ibat  it  isimposaibte  todittiD^ish 
t  military  road  from  any  other;  from  which  be 
probably  infers  tbai,  if  Congress  may  consirQct 
niliutf  roads,  Ihe^  may  also  coaslrnct  others  of 
a  differcDt  desetiptiOD.  I  eaoDoi  see  Ibe  difficulty 
of  diserimiaatioD,  uid  Mr.  F.,  in  tbe  same  light 
with  tbat  gendemao.  A  military  road  appears 
to  me  as  distinct  and  definite  in  its  cbaractcr  as 
any  expression  whaterer.  The  parpote  for  which 
a  road  is  made,  and  its  adaptation  to  ihe  object, 
being  entirely  military,  Ihe  epithet  is  properly  at- 
tached 10  it ;  and  its  correctness  is  not  diminuhed 
becanse  the  road  may  be  condacire  to  civil  and 
commercial  intercourse.  The  Constittttional  ob- 
ject of  making  sneh  roads  must  be  national  pre- 


eoasider  how  much  tbe  interests 

ioyments  of  oar  fellow- citizens  may  be  improved 

by  thas  facilitating  their  intereonrse  with  each 

other. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  time  of  peace, 
it  is  of  great  cooseqaenea  to  preserTe  in  the  army 
a  system  of  discipline  and  temperate  habils,  whicn 
are  indispensable  to  health  and  rigor.  We  are 
(old,  by  military  gentlemen,  that  the  established 
nsa^  in  all  armies  exempts  the  soldiery  from 
labor  on  roads  and  other  public  works,  and  that 
•neh  employment  is  not  even  stipulated  in  the 
eOBirMt  of  enlistment.  Perhaps  it  might  be  good 
policy  to  enjoin  on  recroiling  o£Scers  to  make 
sneh  a  siipulatioQ  in  fuinrc;  bni  in  the  present 
ease  we  must  provide  for  the  existing  state  of 
things.  The  trifling  gratuity  of  fifteen  cmts  per 
diem,  in  addition  to  the  wages,  is  saScient,  itap- 
neais,  from  tbe  experience  of  past  years,  to  in- 
iaae  the  soldier  willingly  to  engage  iu  sach  la- 
bora.  The  labor  ihns  obtained  costs  less  than 
one-flfttt  the  sum  for  which  it  coold  be  purchased 
by  anv  other  means.  Tbe  army  is  thus  occupied 
luefaUy  to  tbe  public,  and  the  health  and  vigor 
of  the  soldier  is  rescued  from  being  a  prey  to  idle- 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  near  me,  (Mr. 
Smttb,]  thinks  tbe  occupation  of  tbe  army,  in 
opening  and  improving  roads,  is  degrading,  and 
UkAly  to  debase  Its  spirit  and  character.  Sir,  in 
-what  pnrsnits  have  our  soldiers  been  engaged 
proTious  to  their  enlistment,  more  worthy  or  dig- 
nified than  in  husbandry  1  In  what  more  honor- 
able pursuits  can  they  now  enaage?  Sueh  eco- 
ploymenl,  sir,  will  slerate,  not  degrade,  their  ehar- 
acter.  The  hoe  and  the  spade  are  merely  trans- 
ferred from  the  tiHage  of  the  earth  to  the  im- 
¥OTement  of  its  surface  in  the  adjacent  roads. 
he  seme  gentleman,  too,  apprehends  that,  when 
the  people  nave  felt  tbe  benefit  of  the  roads  thus 
neqnired,  they  will  became  reconciled  to  standing 
atmies;  and  that  we  shall  soon  augment  their 
nnmber  to  much,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  works, 
ihal  they  may  endanger  our  liberties.  If  the  ar- 
gument requires  an  answer,  I  will  merely  remind 
the  gentleman  of  the  unconquerable  aventoa  to 


a  standing  army,  which  is  so  unirerM),  tbat  at 
this  moment  a  jnvposition  is  before  the  House  to 
reduce  the  little  remnant  still  retained  of  those 
who  lately  fought  our  battles.  Nor  am  I,  said 
F.,  by  any  means  prepared  to  pledge  tayself 
against  its  reduction,  though  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  point  where  a  reduction  can  take  place  with- 
out injury  to  the  service,  however  desirous  gen- 
tlemen may  be  to  reduce  tbe  public  expenditure. 
No,  sir,  a  standing  army  can  never  be  popular  in 
any  country;  its  increase  will  be  watched  in  oars 
with  jealousy,  and  the  benefit  of  its  labors  on  mil- 
itary roads,  on  our  frontier,  must  always  be  lim- 
ited to  small  portions  of  onr  eonntrymen,  whose 
voice  can  never  drown  that  of  the  whole  com- 
mnniiy. 

The  objection,  that  too  much  is  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion ot  the  Executive  in  locaiina:  tbe  roads 
has  been  well  obviated  by  the  geDUeman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr  Lowhoes.)  Whenever 
Congress  may  ibink  proper  to  interfere  and  to 
designate  an  important  road,  overlooked  by  the 
Executive,  ihey  can  do  so ;  or.  when  dissatisfied 
with  roads  desij;nated  by  the  Executive,  the  ap- 

froprialion  can  be  discontinued.  Alihougb,  sir, 
should  have  voted  for  the  appropriation  as  it 
itood  in  the  original  bill,  I  am  better  satisfied 
with  the  amendment;  not  only  because  it  desig- 
nates clearly  the  amount  and  the  purposes  for 
which  the  money  is  to  be  expended,  but  also  be- 
cause the  act  of  1816,  on  the  application  of  which 
to  the  regulatioDB  of^the  army  it  is  suted  that  tbe 
expenditure  has  hitherto  been  tnad^  is,  to  my 
mind  at  least,  less  unequivoeal  than  could  be 

Before  closing  my  roma^  I  cannot  forbear 
asking  tbe  attention  of  gentlemen,  who  deny  the 
~?wer  of  Congress  to  constroet  any  roads  what- 

rer,  or  to  appropriate  money  for  ine  purpose,  to 

prominent  object  of  the  propoeed  expenditure, 

le  diMciplme  and  htalth  of  the  army.  Can  the 
same  object  be  attained  in  any  less  exceptionable 

anner  7  The  tillage  of  gardens  or  other  public 
lands  in  tbe  vicinity  of  their  several  stations 
would  be  quite  insufficient.  The  practice,  in  some 
countries,  of  employing  the  soldiery  in  lebor  for 
the  neighboring  ciulivaiors,'  woold  be  difficult, 
and  perhaps  endanger  desertion.  The  improve- 
ment and  oMBiruetion  of  military  roads  is  liable 
to  none  of  these  objections,  and  is  therefore  to  bt 
preferred,  even  for  the  well-being  of  the  army. 
U  it  not,  then,  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
these  gentlemen  to  make  the  appropriation  as  the 
beat  and  most  economical  system  of  preserving 
the  army  from  the  wasting  efleets  of  idleness, 
intemperaoae,  and  vice  1 

1  hope,  sir,  the  friends  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment will  find  Ibemselves  supported  by  those  who 
at  first  may  have  doubted,  and  that  so  salutary  a 
measure  may  be  found  compatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  those  who,  on  the  general  question,  have 
held  t^nions quite  opposite. 

Mr.  H.  .Nelson,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the 
floor.  In  rising,  he  stated  that  he  did  not  mean 
long  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House  on  this 
oeeaaion.    But  the  vigilance  of  his  honoraUe 
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ottllMfue  b>Ttitg  aa  pTsstnttd  it  u  to  afibrd  *d 
oppMiDniif  of  discUHios  the  aobject,  he  wked 
pcmiBsion  to  lay  barore  t^e  House  a  ftw  i«mvka 
on-U. 

He  did  Dot  meaa,  heasid,  torotefortheanuDd- 
nent  «f  the  boDorable^entlemaD  from  Ohio,  Dor 
for  tbe  oiiginal  proposiiioD  of  the  Commitlee  of 
the  Whole  House.  A  sirona:  BrsiiBient  against 
tbeee  proposilinu  was  derira^lefiom  the  embar-. 
nBsmettt'in  which  ihe  subject  wasplaoed:  the 
'fioodfites  o(  discmsioB  weie  bToken  np,  aod  the 
qneatioQ  whieh  had  agitated  Ihe  House,  and  be 
night  say  the  nation,  at  tbe  last  sessioii,  ¥ru 
hioDghl  into  discussion  on  this  paltry  appropris- 
iton  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Hoase  was 
called  upon  to  decide   upon   ibe  coQstitQlioBBl 

Kwen  of  tbe  Hoom  and  tbe  President  of  the 
lited  Slates.  Mr.  N.  said  be  had  no  objection, 
a  it  became  necessary,  to  decide  on  the  conatilU' 
lioial  powers  of  this  House,  if  a  ca«e  should  be 
pieteikled,  and  shoald  be  within  tbe  legiiimate 
acope  of  i&qairf.  But  be  did  object  to  this  nwn- 
Bei  of  (hiowiDg  opoQ  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Stale*,  prematurely  and  indireotly,  a  qncstien  in- 
ralring  his  eonstitutio&al  powers.  It  might  be 
•aid  that  be  objected,  on  tU>  occasion,  to  aspecifi- 
catioo  of  tbe  approprialione  in  the  bilL  Bat,  Mr. 
N.  said,  he  did  not.  Where  they  eouid  be  made, 
aecording  to  the  catablithed  usage  of  the  country, 
Bad  in  the  exereiee  of  the  power  of  the  Ooreni* 
»eU  to  gnaid  .the  Treasury,  it  was  proper  to 
maba  speoiEe  appcopriatioQs.  As  far,  howerer. 
as  he  naderstooa  liM  asage  of  tbe  couatry,  it  baa 
aerer  been  the  nraeliee  of  the  GoTerament  to 


bylaw. 


•  bill,ii 


aaral  oaag^ .  . 

wwM  oatconattDUiea.  When  agenetal  appro, 
imatioa  embraeed  serecal  koowa  otgeeia,  ae  ki> 
ooavanience  reanlied  from  the  practice,  noi  aay 
aeeeMiiy  fat  specifleatiaB.  Ha  trailed  tbie  wouM 
be  eansidered  tbe  case  wiih  regard  to  the  appro- 
pciaiioa  for  the  QAanermaatec  Oeneral's  de- 
partawot  in  tbe  present  biU,  and  that  the  ten 
tbeasand  dollars,  propoaed  to  be  excepted,  would 
ia  pecmilled  to  ramaia  withia  it.  Pueaniag  the 
igore  used  by  the  Speaker,  said  Mr.  N.,  we  have 
banted  with  saoeei^  and,  baring  ran  dowa  the 
game,  I  hope  It  may  be  pcrmitied  to  retire  to  ite 
cotbU.  Ii  we  are  so  rigilaat  as  to  strain  at  ibis 
•mall  item,  what  beeaineeof  the  watobfulnett  of 
the  gvardiaiN  of  Ihe  pabik:  parM  ia  ngni.  to  tbe 


Ian  for  the  same  d^riineDi,  wiihoat  a  siD(,__ 
specificatioD  of  its  objects  }  We  have  swallowed 
lais  bolni,  said  be,  and  now  we  strain  at  a  gnat. 
He  did  net  mean  to  censure  the  House  for  thus 
TOtiag  ibe  appcopriatioti  >a  gross  for  the  ftnarter- 
master  Qeneral's  department;  became  be  pre- 
samed  erery  geoileman  bad  had.  an  opportunity 
of  examiDiDg  the  estimates,  and  stuis^iag  him- 
self of  tbe  propriety  of  the  appropriaiion.  But 
he  did  consider  it  eziraordinary  tluil,  after  swal- 
lowing the  larger  items,  this  draught  should  nan- 
•eate.    It  was  not,  be  said,  the  magailude  of  this 


upropristion,  nor  the  imporlaace  of  any  PfiBet> 
pie  inrolred,  thai  was  at  tbe  bottom  of  toia  de- 
bate. It  sorely  coold  not  be  tosare  ten  thousand 
dollars,  Qor  yet  to  make  that  apMiSc  which  was 
already  as  much  so  as  the  remaining  G.Te  hundred 
and  fcriy  thousand  dollars  of  that  item  of  ez- 
penditoie.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  N.;  il  has  bees 
BTowed  that  tbe  object  is  to  reiiraia  tbe  Ftcsi* 
dent  in  ibe  exercise  of  a  power  as  BlzecutiTe 
Uagisirate  which  he  has  denied  to  exist  in  ibe 
Congress  of  Ibe  United  States,  of  which  he  foraM 
a  pare  Where  was  th«  eridense  that  any  laab 
power  had  been  exercised  t  The  genilnaan  from 
Viiyinia  (Mr.  Tvcaaa)  had  said  that  a  paragraph 
he  had  seen  in  a  newapepei  announeed  thatthir* 
teen  miles  of  the  road  had  been  finished.  If  tbt 
gentleman  was  disposed  to  rely  on  Bewspapcr 
aaihoriiy  for  facts,  as  to  the  Preaidant,  Mr.  N. 
said  he  could  bare  recommended  him  to  a  eertan 
ediu»  of  a  paper  in  Philadelphia,  whose  declara- 
tions, if  riewed  as  esidence,  would  prore  the 
President  to  have  beon  anything  but  an  hoaesl 
man.  Such  authority,  however,  had  no  weight 
with  bim,  and  ought  to  have  none  with  the 
House. 

Mr.  N.aaid  be  bad  no  diapositien  to  unite  with 
Renllemen  in  throwing  tbe  responsibility  of  this 
decision  respecting  tbe  question  of  internal  iitt- 
provement  on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
To  do  iba^  the  bill  reported  by  the  ehnitmao  ct 
the  Committee  of  Internal  Improvement  wonU 
afford  a  fair  opporianity  ;  and  he  was  not,  there' 
fore,  disposed,  in  the  incidental  manner  propoaed, 
to  say  to  tbe  Preeident,  if  yon  do  not  pass  this 
bill  with  the  enocmoua  weight  of  the  qacstion  af 
intenal  iaprorement  upon  it,  you  aball  bare  no 
apprapriaiton  whatenr  for  tbe  support  of  ibe 
Army.  Hr.  N.  said  be  wished  to  exeite  no  ui^ 
pbaMBt  feelings,  but  be  wiabed  to  rooae  ibe  al» 
leniioa  of  the  majority  of  this  House,  who  bad 
decided,  at  tbe  last  session,  that  aeiiber  Gongfcaa 
nor  the  Preatdeoi  had  the  pow«r  lo  make  roads. 
He  wished  to  persuade  the  Honae  to  examina  this 
sobiect,  and  not  indirectly  to  rererse  that  whieh 
at  tbe  last  session  they  bad  pledged  tbemsdves 
to  support.  It  was  enough  to  say  that  it  had 
been  fo^mallv  decided,  by  a  muoiity  of  roieee  in 
this  HoiM^  tnal  no  power  does  belooa  to  CoagBast 
or  to  the  ESjoentiTe  to  coDsttuei  roatu  and  caaniU. 
On  this  qoeation  he  was  ready  a^ain  to  meet  gen- 
tlemen,  bnt  he  begged  that  he  might  not  he  ^al- 
lenged  to  meet  thna  on  this  arena— it  is  too  nai- 
row,  said  be ;  let  us  bar*  a  fair  field,  suok  as 
tbe  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Internal 


lowroremea 

Withmit  i 


'ithmit  intending  is  countenance  the  doctrine 
of  Execatire  inflaence,  Mr.  N.  naked  wkelber  it 
was  libeml  at  candid  lowatds  the  Chief  Maais- 
traie  to  embarrass  him  by  presenting  to  him  uis 
quention.  The  President  had  said,  and  the  Hoasc 
had  said  with  him,  that  Congress  had  not  the 
power  to  make  roads  or  xfloals ;  aod  it  was  aow 
aciempledj  by  the  amendment  of  this  bill,  to  pt«> 
sent  lo  hira  tbe  dilemma  of  approTtng  tJ>e  UU 
and  saneiioniBg  tbe  principle,  or  of  atoppiog  the 
whale  appioiviatioB  oilL    For  what  object?    Te 
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armt  ibe  epentians  of  tb«  Army,  will  dubud  or 
diwdre  il7  If  that  U  the  objui,  tud  Mr.  N., 
let  it  be  done  openJjr.  Or,  if  tbe  Prerideni  hu 
■Hoaied  ioapropn  powen,  meet  him  muifullr, 
nd  Btop  him  in  his  career.  The  ram  iafolTea 
ia  this  qneitiiiB  being  to  imall  ai  lo  tw  no  object, 
we  are  to  prewne  tint  some  otfaei  object  w  io 
new,  and  that  is,  aa  arowed,  to  cheek  ibe  Bzec- 
•tive.  What  waa  the  power  which  be  bad  erer 
aacd  to  which  exception  was  ukeo  1  If  proper 
tefbrmaiioo  wa>  before  the  Honae,  he  betleved 
gaallemcQ  would  be  satisfied  there  bad  bean  do 
aboae  of  power  io  the  cases  referred  to.  For, 
aitboogh,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  deny  most  posiiively,  and 
wiik  aiU  my  strengtb,  tliat  tbe  QorarnmeDt  can 
loake  roads,  commeieial,  agricultural,  or  of  any 
etbtr  deaeriplioB,  yet  I  hare  no  doabt  that,  on  aa 
tadttiag  mad,  leading  frwn  one  garrison  to  anoth- 
tv,  Congreaa  loay  approprlata  money  to  make 
ikoae  roads  practioaUa  for  the  trmaportatioa  of 
anaitiDiu  of  war,  and  that  the  Bxaoutir*  i»ay 
diiKt  the  ap^ioalion  of  the  labor  of  the  Army 
ID  the  same  punraac.  It  was  a  courtesy  lo  the 
Uoitod  St«tea  waieb  he  was  willing  to  yield,  as 
a  mcTo  coortesy,  that  they  make  roads  for  the 
UansponMioa  of  public  property,  for  the  purpose 
wt  cc^Mminog  iko  ozpeedilare.  It  wosld  be 
£BitBd,  OB  jmiper  ez8ininatiDB,'tbat  thia  chimera 
of  tin  eiereise  of  pMrer  not  belonging  lo  the  Bx- 
•anliro,  aad  by  him  denied  to  Congresa,  had  no 


efaatga  now  preferred  agaiost  the  Bxecotire 
alao  to  be  foimd  on  record  in  (he  report  of  the 
Oonaailtec  of  Internal  Improvement,  Daade  at 
Ike  laat  MasioD,  where  il  waa  nid,  in  exprass 
taraas  that  the  saote  power  had  been  exereia^  by 
ibe  ExnontiTe  which  the  Exeoutire  bad  denied 
la  Ooagresa.  Before  this  charge  waa-madefaoiae 
better  erideoca  oogttt  to  be  produced  than  tbe 
■ere  report  of  a  newspaper. 

I  bare  already  said,  obaerred  Mr.  N.,  that  I 
woabl  not,  «b  this  occasion,  enter  into  a  disens- 
don  of  the  general  qnettiofl  of  imemal  impror*- 
mcnt.  But,  in  this  debate,  we  haTc  bad,  also, 
in  some  measore,  introduced  the  condnet  of  Qen-. 
era]  Jartaon  and  ihc  Bxeeuiira  »  retatioD  lo  the 
Swninole  war.  As  there  seens  lo  be  some  »- 
nllenMni  on  this  sabject,  and  sane  geatlemen 
haT«  already  given  tMir  opinioB  renaoting  tl,  I 
too,  will  gin mioe.  My  optnion  is,ihat  Oenenl 
Jmwpb  ought  lo  be  ■g^tained  br  the  OoTarnnMiiI 
and  pnpla  of  the  conatry  ;  and,  Inatewd  of  voting 
a  tunnitra  oa  that  illuMriow  oSaer,  he  has,  nr 


et,  the  thanks  of  my  baarl  siaceiaty. 
With  respect  lo  this  sickly  bamnoity  which 
roiHM  every  feeling  of  syx^hy,  and  even  of 
iBdigOBlion,  to  appease  itie  maoies  of  the  exeeiled 
aWraaais,  who,  wiihont  mercy,  and  withoat 
feeling,  bnried  their  lomabawka  in<  the  braiiM  and 
boweb  of  the  belptess  families  on  onr  frontier, 
it  was  not  by  soch  geUio*  as  bad  been  eonjatea 
■p  here  that  the  man  who  reseoed  the  aoil  of  his 
caustry  from  paltaiion  on  the  i^aiDsaf  Orleana 
was  to  be  beaten  down.  Tbe pooplt  of  lUs  eon- 
try  will  aevar  fnsaka  bim,  nam  a  «aobary'<af 


homanity,  for  having  obeyed  tbe  dietatea  of  jaa> 
lice.  I  will  not,  said  Mr.  N.,  anticipate  the  poa- 
siUlity  of  a  decision  of  the  coantry  against  Gen- 
eral JaeksoD,  however  the  newspapers  may  speak, 
and  the  friends  of  editors  soribble  to  excue  a 
morbid  feeling  agaiaat  bim,  by  whieh,  I  tinic,  the 
gonerons  and  nmnly  feeling  of  this  eonnlry  will 
never  be  snbdned  or  aiided.  If  forced  to  a  di^ 
entsioB  of  tbe  oondnct  of  Genwal  JaokioB,  Hf . 
N.  coDcluded  by  saying,  instead  of  censuring  that 
man,  he  sboold  have  his  approbation  and  tbanks 
for  lite  energv  and  ability  he  had  displayed  in  the 
condnet  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  TtHum,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  threw 
himself  upon  the  eonrusy  of  the  House  for  a  Cbw 
moments  of  their  atteuion,  while  he  tendered  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virgiaja,  (Mr.  NBi.seM,)  bis 
preload  ackaowtedgmoots  for  the  favors  he  had 
raceived  at  hia  hands. 

Tbe  geatleman,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  haa^  oa  the  piet- 
eatj'as  eo  almoai  every  ather  oeeaaioa,  brought 
■BDU  of  pasaioB  ihaa  of  argtimeat  into  the  oe- 
bale.  He  has  addnaeed  himself  rather  to  the 
fMliBfp  than  to  the  Bademandiag ;  aad,  waiving 
tbe  discnssion  of  the  maiter  of  rigbtt  has  met  lu 
by  tbe  overwhelmtnc  impatation  of  hostility  to 
(he  Oovernmeat.  To  me  be  has  libomlly  im- 
pttted  the  design  of  harliag  aBaikemas,BDd  aim- 
mg  iba  shafts  of  oUo^ay  against  the  Kzaoative 
for  the  violation  of  tbe  Coastitatioa— lo  all  of 
OS  the  desire  of  "  emfaarrassiog^  that  dopartmeat, 
"  by  ihrnstiag  upon  it"  propoailioas  which  radoe* 
the  President  to  the  necesaity  of  deciding  npon 
his  GonstitnlloDal  powers. 

Sir,  it  has  been  somewhere  said,  with  jnit  se- 
voriiy.Dpon  the  ill'direotcd  efforts  erf' niiiodging 
seal,  "Obi  that  mine  enemy  bad  a  friend P' 
Surely,  the  fndisaretion  of  friendship,  which  it 
■mpliea,  was  never  more  forcibly  tDanirested  than 
in  the  condnet  of  that  gentleman.  If,  as  he  has 
gratuitously  and  most  erroneously  supposed,  tbe 
shafts  of  hostility  have  been  aimed  bom  any 
ouarier  at  tbe  distiagniahed  gentleman  who  bow 


hand  of  that  gentleman  whioh  has  pointed  the 
darL  Whenever  a  proposition  has  been  pro- 
duced, br  cxerciaiag  the  power  which  we  deem 
CeiMtiUlioaa]— and  when  we  have  snpporlad  it 
bywtapfaal  to  tbe  Bxccative  aots,  in  oar  con- 
ception within  tbe  pate  of  id  sowers,  the  gentle- 
man baa  never  failed  to  aemil  w^  bytttaakiag 
those  Bxaeniive  apinioas  on  which  w«  retieu 
for  aapporL  II  is  from  bin  that  we  bear  tali- 
matioaa  of  Executive  "  embarraMmcBt"  in  the 
consideration  of  great  Coutlutioaal  qoaetioBS, 
on  wbich  that  magistrate  has  already  proieaaeed 
his  opinioas.  The  beaoiahle  member,  ia  indeed, 
most  siagularly  unhappy  in  tbe  defence  of  the 
Bxecttlive.  Is  it  true,  as  the  gentleman  has  inti- 
malad,thM  on  a  bill  containing  an  approoriaiioa' 
for  malting  military  roads,  the  Pre*id«it  u  likely 
to  be  "  embarrassed"  by  this  CimstittiiiDnal  fttet- 
tim  }  Doea  tbe  gesaeman  mean  i*  be  luder- 
1,  thai  tbe  A^uiiva  oniaion  hae  not  been 
weady  waighed  and  delibemied,  to  enable 
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that  depKrtment  lo  decide  viih  prompineM  and 
eoamttatj  on  ibe  queuiona  sabmittwl  to  if! 
If  be  doe*,  while  it  taraiebea,  on  the  one  hand, 
reaeoD  to  lament  that  those  who  defeDd,  shoald 
tbink  proper  to  atirtbnte  " embartnumem"  to 
the  Cbief  Hagielrale,  it  aflbrda,  on  the  other, 
ample  grottDds  for  (be  proHcatioo  of  a  meaaore 
wbieh  will  preaeni  him  with  a  fair  and  Consti- 
tolioDal  opporlanitf  of  exiidainiDg,  in  enenao,  the 
doetrinea  of  the  Conalitution. 

Sir,  it  it  in  ibe  same  ipirtt  tbat  the  gentleman 
bai  pronounced  that  we  are  bow  reiterating,  on 
ibe  aabject  of  mililarr  roads,  a  charge  of  riola- 
lioD  of  Ibe  Gonitituiion  by  the  Emntire,  which 
wai  advanced  in  ibe  report  on  "  roads  and  ca- 
nals," of  ibe  laat  fear,  of  which  I  wa»— perhaps 
liDfortanateIr — ibe  author.  There  wae  no  auch 
aharge  in  that  report ;  pa  the  contrary,  in  support 
of  a  power  in  Congresa  to  prof  ide  good  road* 
fat  neeesaarf  militarjr  operaiiona,  aa  neeeeaarf  to 
Ibe  war-declaring  power,  the  oommittca  relied 
OB  the  aeknowledgal  exerciae,  by  tba  President, 
of  the  right  to  male  roliiiarj  roade,  aa  neceaaary 
to  tin  power  of  conKnandiag  the  Army,  or  ef 
carrying  on  a  war.  ASrmiag  tbe  right  of  the 
Bxeentire,  (at  leaat  to  a  certain  extent,)  they  in- 
ferred tbe  power  in  the  Coogreaa  of  the  United 
States,  to  proride,  in  time  of  peace,  for  the 
means  of  conductiog  a  war  to  a  happy  and  pros- 
perous iuoe.  They  denied  that  the  Consiitntion 
of  the  United  States  could  baTe  intended  that 
this  nation  should  ever  be  plunged  la  the  trying 
acenea  of  war,  without  every  oeeeuary  power  for 
waging  it  with  effect> 

And  we  are  now,  it  Is  said,  pressiiig  this  charge 
once  more  upon  the  Exocuiive.  Who  are  en- 
gaged in  Ibis  merilorions  enterprise  ?  If  the  gen- 
tleman is  desirous  of  expelling  me  from  tbe  fold, 
liy  a  frequent  and  entirely  gratuitous  impntation 
of  views  ioimical  to  tbe  Executive,  will  he  place 
in  the  same  hostile  array  the  dialinguisbed  gen- 
tlemen with  whom,  on  (his,  aa  on  former  occa- 
sions, I  have  had  the  honor  to  act?  Will  he 
inclade  a  large  mejority  of  this  House,  who  a 
few  days  past,  in  committee,  haVe  united  with 
me  io  voting  for  tbis  proposition  ?  Is  it,  indeed, 
contended,  toat  the  President  has  but  a  minority 
in  thn  House,  and  that  a  large  majority  are  en- 
gaged in  Ihwariing  bis  views,  and  "tbraating 
upon  him"  propositions,  with  n  desire  of  embar- 
rassing him  in  the  diEcbarge  of  his  official  func- 
tioosT  NOjSir;  such  are  not  my  objects)  auch, 
I  feel  avthorited  lo  uy.are  not  the  objects  of  those 
with  whom  I  act.  Their  objects  are  legiiimale 
and  fair,  as  I  shall  be  able  to  establish  oefore  I 
sbalt  conclude. 

Bnt  I  am  told  that,  before  I  venture  toc-htrge 
upon  a  high  officer  of  tbe  Qovernment  an  act 
which  violaies  the  Constitution,  it  behooret  me 
to  come  here  better  prepared  than  with  newspa- 
per evidence  of  the  fact;  and  tbe  gentleman  has 
obliginnly  recommended  to  me  a  newspaper  in 
Philadelphia,  from  which  to  draw  my  fature 
anathemas.  I  have  as  little  knowedge  of  its 
editor  aa  tbat  geDllemao.  The  geutleman  haa 
bees  pleased  (o  aiyle  me  hia  friend.    [Here  Mr. 


N.  said  Hr.  T.  might  disclaim  tbe  tille.]  Uc 
T.  said,  he  had  not  disclaimed  it ;  but  I  leave  it 
to  the  gentlemaa's  refleciions  to  determine  by 
what  sentimeoisof  frieodehip  snch  remarln  have 
beeo  urged  upon  me.  Sir,  thev  have  been  im* 
properly  inircMueed  into  the  debate ;  ther  have 
notning  to  do  with  the  question,  and  could  have 
been  suggested  by  no  friendly  disposition. 

Bui  we  are  told  tbat  vre  had  other  objects  in 
view  besides  those  which  appear  on  tbe  faae  of 
the  propoeiiion;  we  have  tne  Cnmberlaiid  road 
bill  to  view.  True,  we  are  not  inattentive  lo  it 
We  wish  to  present  iAta  appropri^ioo  in  such 
a  sliape,  that,  if  it  meets  support,  that  may  also 
find  it.  Tbe  object  in  the  variety  of  propoaitioni 
which  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  aubmit- 
ted  on  the  sabjeci  of  roads,  ii  fair  and  legitimaM. 
The  subject  is  one  on  which  a  deep  and  growiag 
interest  is  felt ;  and  though  it  may  be  delayed  or 
impeded  by  casual  iniermptioni,  the  plan  ef 
national  improvement  must  and  will  go  on. 
Prompted  by  a  desite  to  promote  them,  a  ma- 
jarity  of  the  House  have  manifeatcd  hv  the  pa» 
sage  of  former  bills  a  wish  to  present  the  anbjeel 
fairly  before  tbe  President,  that,  if  he  npprorea 
ihose  which  we  pita,  it  may  be  diaeoveted  how 
far  be  believes  we  can  properly  go;  and  if  he 
rejects,  he  will,  according  to  tbe  direotiona  of 
the  Cobb  I  iiu  lion,  furnish  hit  rcaaona  io  detail; 
ihoi  clearly  exhibilingf  bis  view  of  oar  Conatitu* 
tional  powers,  and  enaoliog  us  to  proceed  ia  tlisH 
exercise  as  far  as  may  consist  with  his  opinioa. 
Is  this  not  desirable,  both  to  as  and  lo  him  ?  b 
it  DOt  calculsied  to  pot  an  end  to  ibis  never  end- 
ing disousaion  as  to  our  powers?  Is  it  not  fail 
and  liberal  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  afford  him 
an  opponuniijr  of  disiinctly  defining  his  vinva 
of  tbe  Constitution,  and  of  terminating  ibeee 
speeiilaiions  aa  to  the  character  of  bis  opinioaaf 
1  have  beard  it  hinted,  indeed,  that  the  Cumbn- 
land  road  bill  of  ibe  laat  session  waa  iniended  M 
"entrap  the  President  ioto  an  ineontiatenoy." 
It  iea  poor  complimeDi  to  the  Executive  Uagi»- 
tnte  to  suppose  he  waa,(o  be  entrapped  by  a  bill 
which  contained  bnt  a  single  teelion,  and  the 
object  of  which  was  to  distinct  and  deanile.  It 
was  not  framed,  sir,  with  any  snch  view.  Tbe 
public  service  required  it.  The  Treasury  D» 
pariment  suggested  its  necessity  to  provide  for 
the  fBlfilment  <tf  contracts  theretofore  made  by 
the  Bxeentive.  It  was  moreover  hoped,  that,  if 
rejected,  we  ehonid  have  the  reasons  of  tbe  Pres- 
ident; if  approved,  we  might  infer  a  more  favor- 
able opioion  than  the  generality  of  the  expree- 
sioQs  io  hia  first  Message  to  Congress  persiitted 
us  to  hope  for. 

But,  air,  I  not  only  referred  to  the  newapapet 
eridenea  of  the  National  Intetligencer  to  prove 
that  roads  had  been  made,  but  I  produced  other 
evidence,  from  the  Executive  depaiimeDt,  if  the 
gentleman  had  deigned  to  attend  to  it.  It  waa 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  made  at  the 
last  session  upon  a  call  of  the  House  for  farther 
iaformaiioo  as  to  tbe  roads  coiiauucted  under  the 
direction  of  the  Preaideut.  By  this  docament,  it 
apptan  thai  several  important  rondi  had  bten 


SOS 


HIBTORT  OF  OONORBSS. 


no 


JlHDAlT,  1819. 


MSUary  ApprvpriaiUm  BiH. 


condraeied  under  the  inihorit)'  of  the  Ptesideni, 
(wilboDlaDf  apecifioappropriftrionbr  CoDgress,} 
and  by  the  labor  of  toe  soldierT,  to  whom  an 
extra  comfwUMtion  was  allowed  bj  law.  Here 
then  is  erideDce  of  the  highest  aotbority  that 
rotda  ba*e  been  coastracted  b]r  the  Eiecotive 
departmcDt,  the  expense  of  wbtch  hare  been  paid 
out  of  laras  appropriated  to  general  objects,  with- 
ODt  specifying  roads.  Sir,  I  have  io  this  attri- 
buted no  breach  of  the  Consiiiulion  to  the  Mili- 
tary Departtnent.  On  the  contrary,  in  reply  to 
the  honorable  Speaker,  some  days  past,  I  retnarli' 
ed,ih«t  "tbefanltirasia  oarselres:"  that  we  bad 
voted  for  Itrp  appropriaiioDs  withont  specifica- 
tion, though  with  an  ondersModing  thai  part  of 
the  sums  eppropriaied  were  for  the  Dse  of  roads — 
nnder  which  nnderalanding  the  War  DeparlmeDt 
bad  acted.  I  am  now  anxioas  to  poi  a  stop  to 
a  procedate  which  aeems  to  me  not  perfectly 
coDsitteot  with  the  proTJaions  of  the  Constitntioa 
tn  relation  to  appropriatioDs. 

Bir,  if  we  were  again  to  pass  tbia  appropriation 
bHI,  with  a  Inmping  saro,  oai  of  wbieh  toe  Wat 
Department  may  mike  road*  without  any  >pe- 
clftc  appropriation,  there  might  then,  indeed,  be 
lome  plausibitity  in  theimputaiion  of  an  attempt 
to  entrap  the  Chief  Migisirate.  By  diridiDg  the 
■pproprialioD  as  we  propose,  he  cannot  bi)t  per- 
ecire  that  there  Is  a  sam  set  apart  for  militarj 
nwdi ;  a  fact  that  might  well  escape  attention,  if 
in  what  the genilemaD  calls  "the  bolus"  of  9650,- 
000  was  covertly  included  this  "contemptible 
mm,"  this  "gaai"  which  be  so  mocb  despises. 

But,  after  all,  what  does  this  coDleBied  clause 
propose  f  Nothing  more  than  that  we  should 
appropriate  speciBcally,  fnr  work  on  military 
roads,  the  sum  of  010,1)00,  Instead  of  learing  the 
work  to  be  doncjis  heretofore,  without  a  specific 
appropriation.  We  now  authorize  the  work  lo 
be  done.  Beforejit  was  done  without  any  spe- 
oifie  anibority.  We  now  appropriaie  the  money 
•pecifieally.  Before,  it  vn  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
BDry  nnder  a  (tcneral  appropriation.  In  this  con- 
aisle  all  The  difference  between  the  stale  of  things 
heretofore  and  that  wbieh  we  desire  to  introduce. 
Thus  the  attack  upon  the  President  consists  in 
•tipportinga  proposition  in  consonance  with  his 
acts,  which  the  gentleman  who  supports  him 
most  zealously  opposeil 

I  understand  the  genttettian  as  alleging  that  t 
vote  in  faror  of  this  proposition  would  be  ineoo- 
ristent  with  the  rote  of  a  majority  of  this  House 
at  the  last  senion  of  Congress.  In  this,  sir,  he 
19  elearly  mistaken.  The  first  resolution  on  which 
tb«  vote  was  taken  at  that  time  was  in  these 
words;  "That  Congress  has  power  nnder  the 
<  Constitution  to  appropriate  money  for  the  con- 
'  siraction  of  post  roads,  military,  and  other  tffiw ; 
'and  for  the  improrement  of  wale r coo rses," 
This  passed  by  a  vote  of  SO  to  76. 

And  what  is  the  proposition  now  nnder  ooa- 
aideratl0D7  It  is  a  daase  in  the  appropriation 
bill  to  appropriate  ^10,000  to  the  eonstnietion  of 
aueb  roads  far  military  purposes  as  may  be  deemed 

The  propoaitlon  nowii  in  diraet  eonetpoDd- 


ence  with  the  right  affirmed  then  ;  and  it  will  b« 
extraordinary  indeed,  if,  after  an  affirmance  of 
the  riffht  by  so  large  a  rote,  the  appropriation 
should  be  rejected  when  none  can  deny  its  ne- 


Sir,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  examine  the  course 
of  the  gentleman  himself.  I  am  willing  to  ex- 
tend the  courtesy  which  I  expect  from  others; 
and  thongh  I  should  find  it  rain  to  attempt  to 
reconcile  what  seema  to  be  the  conflieting  char- 
acter of  bis  opinions,  I  am  williag  to  beliere  that 
he  has  some  mode  of  explaining  their  apparmt 
inconsistencies  which  is  at  least  satisfactory  to 
himself. 

Mr.  Miixni,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  bo  did 
not  think  it  important  in  any  point  of  xiew  that 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  should  be  adopted.    The  amendment  would 


than  making  an  appropriation,  to  eonble  tne  Bx- 
eemixe  to  use  the  soldiers  of  the  United  SUtea 
tn  working  on  roads.  All  (he  gentlemen  who 
hare  spoken  ca  this  subject  (said  be)  seem  to 
think  no  substantire  power  or  law  should  be 
created  by  the  appropriation  bill.  I  answer,  tbia 
clause  in  the  appropriation  bill  does  not  give  any 
additional  power  in  relation  to  working  on  roads, 
bat  merely  is  a  grant  of  money  to  enable  the  B^ 
eeutive  todo  thatwhich  the  Coastilulion  author- 
izts  him  to  do ;  namely,  to  employ  the  soldiers  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  as  the  commander 
of  any  army  may,  as  commander  of  an  army, 
employ  the  same.  It  seems  to  be  established,  by 
BTidence  of  unquestionable  character,  that  the 
soldiers  of  the  Army  have  been  employed  in 
working  on  roads.  This  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson)  has  denied. 
The  report  and  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
seem  to  me  to  be  conclnsire  as  to  the  fact,  that 
the  soldiers  are  thus  employed.  The  ootv  quea- 
cion  ihii  remains  for  determination  is,  will  Con- 

Sess,  who,  by  the  Constitution,  is  the  only  bu- 
ority  by  which  the  army  can  be  raised  and  paid, 
allow  an  additional  compeasation  to  the  soldiers, 
while  thus  employed, under  Bxeeulire  direction, 
in  working  on  roads  1  This  iovolres  two  ques- 
lions:  first,  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  this 
appropriation ;  and,  secondly,  the  expediency  ofei- 
eraising  it.  The  Consiilutioo  gives  to  the  Presi- 
dent a  right  to  oommand  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  Congress  has  the  right  to  raise  and  sup- 
port an  army.  It  follows,  that  after  an  atm^  it 
raised,  the  President  is  to  command  it,  according 
to  the  existing  laws  ia  force,  and  according  to 
■he  universally  acknowledged  rights  or  a  com- 
maoder.  Now,  I  take  it  lo  be  universally  no- 
kaowledged,  that  the  commander  of  an  army 
may  employ  the  labor  of  the  arm^  in  working 
on  roads,  barracks,  or  foriiflcaiions,  either  with  or 
without  their  consent.  This  arises  out  of  the 
nature  of  hi*  command  |  the  soldiers  are  to  sub- 
rail  to  such  tegulatioas  as  the  President  shall 
adopt  for  the  government  of  the  Army,  He 
can  direct  ibeir  movemenls,  and  ha*  a  qoallAad 
right  to  employ  their  labor  in  whatever  war 
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ibe  baneftt  of  th«  Aimr,  or  tb«  iaterest  of  the 
nitioo,  maf  require.  There  can  be  bnt  little 
deobt  but  wbtt  the  PreiideDt  maf  em^ojr  tbe 
Annf  of  the  Uoiied  Statei,  coQstitutioDallf, 
in  working  on  roada.  If  he  can  do  so,  the  aexi 
qamtioa  ia,  would  it  be  expedieol  to  encourage 
tbeir  enplorment  in  this  waf,  by  giriag  a  pre- 
nBium  of  fifteen  oenlit  per  day  to  the  toldiera  thus 
amfiojedl  The  sum,  ihua  to  be  emptoyed,  ii 
too  unail  for  laacb  e?U  to  grow  out  of  it.  were 
we  to  tujipoae  it  improperly  applied.  This  we 
kave  BO  right  to  aappoee  will  be  the  ease, 
ire  daily  compelled  to  submit  greater  and 
imporlent  fundi  to  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
ivUi  and  yet  no  fears  upon  the  subjaet.  W'e 
nVit  presame  be  will  use  those  powers  which 
the  CoMttiuiion  baa  clothed  bira  with,  for  the 
bcBC&l  of  the  country. 

Look  at  many  items  of  this  bill,  and  you  will 
aao  appopriaiioM  made  upon  Tsrions  subiecls, 
which  imply  a  diacteet  application  by  tha  Preei- 
dent.  Thus  the  som  for  the  uirrey  of  the  wa- 
t«ri,  &e.,  weal  of  the  Mississippi— where  is  the 
power  in  the  Constitution  for  the  President  to 
•fk<st  this  object,  eieept  he  derives  it  from  his 
charaeter  u  commander  of  the  Army  7  And  yei 
notliing  is  apprehended  as  to  the  muapplJBaUon 
of  this  fund.  I  would  ask  if  the  President  can, 
eonslituiionally,  employ  the  Army  in  working 
on  mililftrr  roatls  7  Can  there  ba  a  more  eoono- 
than  to  HV  the  soldier  fifleeo  ceale, 
s  dollar  by 

Tha  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mi    

■eeroi  to  think  that  the  President  will  find  it  dif- 
ficult to  remove  his  abjections  against  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  to  apply  its  funds  to  internal 
iBprovement,  but  it  is  now  too  Inie  for  suck  a 
■ipfosilioo.  Without  any  other  than  a  genertl 
appropriation  for  the  Oauiermaater'a  department, 
osder  which  bead  this  item  was  embraced,  the 
EzecntiTe  has  thus  employed  the  soldiers ;  and 
■nrely  now,  becsose  the  same  money  it  ciTeQ  in 
tiiesame  manner,  except  specially  instead  of  gen- 
erally, he  will  Dol  refuee  to  sign  thegeneral  appro- 
priation bill,  which  conlaina  nothing  more  than 
It  did  last  year.  If  the  President  had  not  by  his 
awn  BCIB  shown  his  eoiuiruclion  of  the  Cooati> 
tvtion  it  reUtioB  to  his  own  power  as  cem- 
aumder  of  the  Army,  there  might  be  some  ground 
WNppoH^fron  his  Message  of  the  lai  I  Congress, 
that  Mrt  of  the  appropriation  wonld  be  ezeep- 
tkNiabla  to  hiu^bat  when  he  has  arailed  biai- 
•elf  of  the  Bppropriaiien  made  last  year,  thus  w 
em;doy  the  Army,  ha  will  not  be  likely  to  refiMe 
to  Hgn  ■  bill  tnaking  an  appropriation  for  liw 
pay  of  the  Army,  when  oanstimtiauatly  employ* 
ed  W  himseir,  for  that  purpose.  Upon  this  part 
of  tbe  subject,  the  only  difficulty  seems  to  be  in 
this,  that  the  President,  in  hia  communication  lo 
Congress  at  tbe  last  session,  iattmatea  his  opin- 
ion, that  Congress  haye  not  the  right  by  vitttie 
of  their  powers  of  taxation  to  employ  their  own 
avney,  as  any  legislatira  body  may  employ  their 
MiBey,  when,  in  tbe  application  of  the  money 
fit  at  tha  diapoaal  of  tbe  President,  be  has  as- 


somed,  as  a  oorreat  canslrDClioa  of  the  Contli- 
intion,that,  by  rirtne  of  his  rights  as  Commandar- 
in-Chief,  he  can  employ  hia  army  as  any  ether 
commander  may.  But,  ibis  is  no  reason  for  ou 
not  legislating  upon  a  specific  propoEition,  in 
which,  as  far  as  there  has  been  aa^  eiptsiaioii 
of  opinion,  the  execuiire  and  legislative  brtnches 
of  Ene  Gorernment  all  conenr. 

Before!  conclude,  I  will  notice  a  disiinclioa 
taken  by  the  geailemao  from  Connecticut,  (Ur. 
PiTKiH,)  who  supposes  the  President  may^  dur- 
ing wat^  B9  ComiiMndcr-in-Ghief,  una  his  army 
in  making  roads,  but  not  during  peace.  This 
distinction  does  not  eixist  in  the  Constitntioo. 
Thai  initrametit  declares  that  the  President 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  ftcj 
there  is  nothing  said  about  peace  or  War— he  ii, 
therefore,  commander  during  peace  as  well  at 
daring  war ;  and  whatever  anycomiiMBder  may 
do  as  commander,  be  may  do  in  time  of  peaen 
By  a  deelaralion  of  war,  new  duties  are  impOMi, 
hut  hia  character  as  Commander-in-Chief  is  still 
the  same.  Being,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  ww 
can,  constiiutionally,  make  the  appropiiatioi^ 
and  that  it  will  be  eipedienC  to  do  so,  I  shall  rote 
for  a  concurrence  in  the  amendment  made  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bahbocb,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  state  to  the 
House  some  reaDons  which  seemed  to  him  to  be 
eonclosive  against  eoDcurriog  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  then  aadicr  coa* 
sidcratioB. 

He  said  tiiat  the  amendment  went  to  appiO' 
priate  ten  thousand  dollars  for  extra  pay  to  aol- 
diers  while  ei^aged. in  working  on,  and  repair- 
ing,  military  roads.  The  qneation,  as  to  the 
power  of  Congress  apon  thbenbjeoi,  had  been  as 
much  discussed  at  tbe  last  session,  that  he  ba- 
lievad  the  sulyect,  and  the  patience  of  the  Houaa, 
had  been  alike  exhausted.  He  should  not,  there- 
fore, at  this  time,  make  a  single  remark  in  rela- 
tion to  it,  except  to  state  the  fact,  which  waa  au^ 
ficient  for  the  purposes  of  his  present  argiuiMiU, 
that  there  was  great  diversity  of  opinion  among 
the  members  of  this  House  how  iu  that  power 
extended.  Some  gentlemen,  said  he,Breoropin- 
,  that  Congress  can  construct  roads;  otoars 
that  (hey  cannot  oonslruci^  but  may  appr^maU 
money  for  their  conslrnetion  j  while  others  think 
that  they  can  do  neither.  Soma  think  that  |be 
power  belon«  to  CoDgress;  others  that  it  appei^ 
tains  10  the  President,  aa  Commander-iii-chief  of 
the  armies  of  the  United   Slates,  to  maka  the 


troops,  and  the  traoi  porta  lion  of^  munitioiis  of 
war.  Some  think  there  ought  to  be  a  spcci£c 
approptiaiion,  while  others  contend  that  it  had 
better  remain  as  a  part  of  the  item  for  the  ^aar- 
tennastet's  department :  in  short,  said  be^  thwf 
is  so  much  diversity  ot  opinion  among  us,  that 
it  might  be  said,  wiihoul  a  figure,  that  we  agreed 
in  nothing  but  lo  disagree.  This  is  the  character 
of  ihe  amendment.  Lei  as  now,  for  a  moment 
examine  the  kind  of  bill  to  which  it  is  prapoead 
I  added  ;  it  is,  sir,  the  military  appreprratioa 
biU,  aoDtaiaiag  prorision  for  the  pay,  •ubaiateBce, 
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ni  ftU  the  inciiwMl  upcoMM  of  the  Hiliuur 
B(uUi*hp)«ot  for  the  pmeat  year;  abeut  oat 
ODa  iiam  of  which  h  there  ike  Icut  diffioally  or 
qaeaiion,  u  to  principla,  «aept  in  relKtion  to  the 
one  BOW  under  eoDilaeration.  No,  »ir.  As  lo  ill 
ihe  other  proviuons  of  the  bill,  the  ooly  quettioD 
which  his  ariieii  ha*  beeu  one  of  guBDiitf— a 
qneatioD  of  more  or  less — bow  laaQf  dollars  shall 
we  mppropriate  to  this  or  that  object  of  expendi- 
torel  He  would  ask  the  Hoase,  [heo,  whether 
it  could  be  correct  to  complicate  with  n  bill,  si 
to  which  we  all  agreed,  or,  if  we  disagreed,  oar 
opiaioos  might  be  euily  compromise d^  and  thus 
termiuftte  in  au  act  of  leffislauan,  one  single  utiu- 
eiple,  BO  maefa  cooteatea,  at  the  labjecl  of  the 
piapoeed  uaendmeal  7  Ha  would  ask  ihe  Uous« 
W  look  at  the  coDteqnencet  lo  which  it  would 
iNd.  It  would  eocrce  a  Jttj  Urge  miooiity  of 
tin  HoBse  fioally  to  rate  uaiaat  abill,  which,  io. 
ail  its  ffforiaiMt  Irat  one,  they  not  only  approTOd, 
but  which  might  be  considered  aa  act  oilegiala' 
liMt  otf  comm;  ioaamueh  as,  if  we  kept  up  an 
army,  tl  must  be  paM  and  anbaistei. 

ika  it  teaptota  tile  President,  he  would  a«k 
wheiber  it  was  not  in  efleet  introdociof  into 
CmrretatbaayaMmwhieh  at  one  time  prerailed 
in  tE«  British  Hoitae  of  Commons,  and  which 
bad  bean  tecfaoically  called  tacking?  When 
tbai  Hoase  wiahed  a  redress  of  grieTaDces,  it 
attached  a  provision  therefor  to  the  supply  bill 
for  tbe  vear;  then  tendered  the  alternative  to 
take  bolD  or  neither.  Sir,  said  Mr.  fi.,  if  the 
PieGident  should,  as  some  suppose,  reject  this  bill 
npoD  the  ffround  of  this  appropriation,  what  then 
would  follow^  He  beliefcd,  and  he  referred  to 
the  vote  of  the  last  sesaioo,  when  we  were  almost 
iden'ticallr  the  same  memben.  in  support  of  his 
t^iaion,  that  there  would  not  be  founa  a  Goosti' 
lutiomal  nuOoritjr  to  paas  the  bill.  Let  ns,  then, 
refiue  to  concor  id  the  propoaed  amendment ;  let 
tia  pass  this  necessarr  Ull,  and  then  ia  yet  a 
pUia  aad  obnou  mode  by  which  gentlemen  can 


of  tbe  Pteaideal  shoold  be  eipresaed  direetir 
npon  this  question.  I  am  deeirons,  too,  that  both 
the  Pretid«nt  and  Ooiigrets  should  express  a 
direct  opinion  on  the  question ;  and  this,  sir,  iit 
tbe  mode  which  I  propose. 

Xjet  Ihe  subject  matter  of  this  amendment  be 
iatrodoeed  into  a  substantial  and  indepeBdeut 
bill,  or  incorporated,  as  an  amendment,  into  a  bill 
upon  the  snbiect  of  inteioal  improTemeot,  just 
reported  by  the  chaiiman  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals;  then  the  question  will  be  dis- 
ctuaed  and  decided  upon  its  own  merits ;  and 
tbis  affotda  an  answer  to  an  objection  which  was 
nr^ed  in  argument.  It  was  said  that  tbe  money 
Deed  to  pay  for  work  on  military  roads  had  hith- 
erto been  drawn  from  the  item  for  the  CLuarier- 
masler's  depattmeni,  and,  if  we  striKk  out  tbi* 
Bpecific  appropriation,  it  would  be  left  in  a  doubt- 
fol  state.  Mr.  B.  said  he  thought  there  could 
not  be  a  possible  difficulty.  When  this  bill  was. 
fixat  repotted,  the  item  lor  the  Quartern  aster's 
doMrtmeBt  did  eootaia  $10,000^  intended  for 
15th  Cov.  2d  SBfs.— 17 


working  on  roada.  We  have,  bowerer,  by  a  rote 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  diminished  that 
item  precisely  by  the  amount  of  $10,000,  and 
avowedly  with  a  view  to  present  it  in  the  shape 
of  a  specific  appropriation ;  now  let-ns  strike  this 
speetBo  ilea  Iron  this  bill,  and  then  present  it  in 
either  of  the  ways  which  hjive  been  pointed  out } 
the  result  will  be,  that  both  deparimenis  of  the 
Qorernment  will  have  decided  Jiiectly  upon  the 
qnesiion,  and  the  opinion  of  Congress  caonol  be 
mialaken.  Under  this  view  of  ihe  subject,  he 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  proposed  amendment 
would  not  be  concurred  in. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Ur.  Rbba 
against  the  amendment,  ihemotionof  Mr.  Beech- 
BR  (o  amend,  and  several  other  motions  to  amend 
were  successively  ti^atived,and  the  main  amend- 
ment repotted  bf  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole' 
(to  insert  a  specific  appropriaLioo  for  defrayins 
tbe  (ipsnse  eaused  by  soldiers  working  on  road^ 
was  concurred  in — yeas  90,  nays  73,  as  follows ; 

Vbas — UessiK  Abtott,  Andoaoo  of  Psimnlvania, 
AadeiaMi  of  Kantadty,  Btteasan,  Bayley,  Beadwr, 
Botlar  of  LooisiuB,  CamplMll,  UotstMi,  Crawford, 
CodiMBB,  DsvidMn,  ElUcott,  Enin  of  Sonth  CsiDlina, 
Full«r,GiJbsit,HfUafDeUwsie,HaTnsoa,Hssbtoack, 
Hendricks,  Herbert,  Htriumer,  Henick,  Hunter,  Hitch- 
cock, Holmes,  Hopkinson,  Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Ining 
of  New  York,  Jotinsan  of  Kentucky  Jones,  Ktnsey, 
Lawyer,  Uoooln,  Lino,  Little,  LivsmiDre,  Lowndes, 
McLsne  of  Dslawars,  Miisui  ef  Dlinris,  W.  P.  Mac- 
laj,  Haicbsnd,  Msrr,  Mctcei,  Hiddleton,  Miller,  Bob. 
ert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton,  Marrsy,  Ncsbitt, 
NewtOD,  Ogden,  Palmer,  Panolt,  Putraaon,  Pawlinf, 
Petsr,  Plndsll,  Porter,  (Joarle*,  Robertson,  Rogers,' 
SsTsge,  Sehoyler,  Servant,  Baybert,  8ilsbee,6imkin*, 
8.  SmHh,  Ballard  Smith,  Speed,  Starrs^  Stnsrt  of 
Maiylaad,  Tallnadie,  Ttir,  Tsylw,  Tamil,  T«rry. 
TiimUe,  Taekn  of  VliKinis,  Walker  of  Keatoc^, 
WaBsOB,  Weadovsi,  Wsstwlo,  Whitsdda,  WUkin, 
WSsoa  of  HaaMchusBtt^  and  Wilscst  ef  PesunjlTaBls. 

Nais— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  ef  Massaehaselts, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Bnrboar  of  Virginia,  Barber  of  OUo, 
Bsssett,  Bellinger,  BemMM,  Bloomfiald,  Blooat,  BodM, 
Boas,  BurweU,  Clsibome,  Cobb,  Cook,  CraAs,  Crager, 
Darlington,  Deshs,  Ditka,  Eaile,  Edwards,  >l^d, 
Folger,  Oage,  Oamett,  Hale,  Hall  of  North  Csroliiu, 
Hunter,  Buntington,  JiduHon  ef  Tiiginio,  Kirtland, 
Lewis,  W.  Msdav,  MdCov,  Mason  of  HassachuMlta, 
Huon  of  Rhode  Island,  tferriU,  Mill*,  Jeremiah  Nel> 
son,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Ogle,  Orr,  Owen,  Peg- 
ram,  Pitkin,  nessanis,  Foindexter,  Reed,  Bheo,  Rice, 
Bichatda,  Ringgold,  Roggbs,  Sampson,  Scndder,  Set- 
tle, Shaw,  Bberwood,  Slaennb,  Alexander  Smyth,  i.  B. 
Sokh,  Boaihard,  Stewan  of  North  Candina,  Strong,  - 
Townaend,  Tneker  of  Somh  Oas*llna,Upham,  Walker 

ofN«rthO«olhia,Whito«i,V™ " '— 

and  WilliaaiB  of  New  Toit. 


TuEBDAT,  January  12. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  eotiiled  "An 
oel  loenable  the  peopleof  the  Alabama  Territory, 
to  form  a  coosiitutioa  and  State  governmeiH, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
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UsioD,  00  an  cquti  fooling  with  ib»  origtOBl 
Sutei{"  in  tfbieb  tbtj  uk  tb<  coooonMce  of 
tbja  House. 

Mr.  WiLDK, from  iba  CammiltM  ob  Pooaiooe 
and  RerolotioBarf  Claimf,  to  which  wu  eom- 
taiuei  tha  bill  from  the  Sena  is,  entitled  "An  act 
far  the  relief  of  AqaillaOilei,"  repotted  the  same 
mtkoQl  ameoilBieat,  and  it  wat  eommitMd  to  a 
Commtttee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordtrml,  That  tbe  Bereral  orders  of  the  daf, 
which  precede  tha  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam 
Kiotley  and  Thomu  French,  be  pottpened  uatil 

The  House  reauaied  tbe  reitolat  order  of  the 
day,  and  went  ioto  a  Commtttee  of  the  Whula 
OB  tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Kinier  and  Ffenofa. 

8oa»e  diacanioii  look  place  od  the  merits  of 
ibeir  case,  as  well  as  on  that  of  Charles  S.  Leon- 
aid,  for  whoae  relief  it  was  proiKNed,  bj  t/k. 
Bioa,  to  add  a  section  lo  ibb  oill,  eompr^inid- 
iog  the  Mid  Leonard  in  its  proTision*.  This 
waa'Kdally  agr«d  to  is'  ComaitWe^  aad  aabse- 
q«catl7  by  t£e  Ho«ea,  and  tbe  bill  ordared  to  be 


TkeSMAXiH  cooHnDBicBfed  to  tbe  Heme  a 
lelM'  from  the  Becrenrr  of  ibe  TreasarVj  lt*ii»- 
mtlling  a  stBiTment  of  the  debti,  credtts  aid 
ftrndTof  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Colombia, 
rendered  io  obedience  to  a  retoluiion  of  this 
House  of  the  7tb  instant. 

Oo  motion  of  M(.  Tatlob,  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Public  Lands  were  iosiructed  to  ioquire  iaio 
the  expediency  of  eztcndiog  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  mitiiary  land  warraala  for  services 
rendered  during  the  war  of  ihe  HeruUitioB. 

Oo  moliait  (U  Mr.  Hbrbbbt,  the  Becreury  of 
the  Treasury  was  insiriMted  to  report  to  ib« 
Hbnse  a  siBlement  of  the  debie,  credits,  and  ftude 
(rf'atl  the  bank*  in  the  District  of  ColiMobisj^  not 
ba  letina  of  tha  rcsolniim  of  the 


nutted  to  Ceagises,  «■  Iba  sv^acl  of  M 
wai,  tb«7  find  liaeh  difficulty  is  aapaiatiiig  ths  n^ 
■ptABhility  of  tbe  oomnuwdiaK  oSear  to  his  Ootem- 
maal,  frotn  the  obfigatuns  of  tha  UiMied  Stalsa  U 
Bpain.  But,  as  iha  MwupatioB  and  carton  of  PaaM' 
cola  and  8L  MtA*  iis  anbjecU  of  negatistkni  aid 
cvtieipandtnce  at  this  time,  between  the  two  Goieiti- 
meots,  and  as  the  Commitlae  on  Foreign  Relation* 
will  probably  coasider  this  part  of  the  IVaeident'e 
Message  more  immediately  connected  with  theii  brandi 
of  tbe  eubjeet,  jDUT  committee  will  confine  lh«iMd*es, 
is  Ibis  report  to  the  trial  and  neenlion  of  Alennder 
Arimtbnot  and  Boben  G.  AUbiMer. 

On  the  na  AprO,  1918, «  feaertd  order  inired'  at 
headqnartera,  Fort  St.  Merits  by  Ms^CfeBcial  Jack- 
eon,  aJRiisd  by  CMooel  BMMtI  BMlWt  htjwUiilt0^ 
eial,  detnling  "  a  snaeial  oewt  MMlMal,  lo  meet  at  11 
o'dooh,  A.  M .,  fl>r  Ihe  pMpeaaoffawiiaatlaff  tfaargei 
fxhibiMi  agMMSt  A.  Aibutbaott  R.  O.  rtiahisKi. 
andsach(KtHn,wIieBra  liniihBlyeilBaladtee^itf.be 
biaaght  befcue  it." 

Yon  neiBMiltee  do  oat  diMB  it  nmwM)  to  awaefc  - 
to  tbeir  report  Ae|eaeaadiB|i>af1bal<*>nvMot«»r 
BMoiber  of  the  BoDw  has  baen  toniAad  wilb:aaMBl 
caeies,  lo  which  laftienae  eaa  be  aade>. 

T««  coimiuea  csk  fiad  w  l«r  af  the  UHlad 
Stalea,  enilMriaing  a  Uial,  haJwa  a  sibUiy  eatu^  lor 


I  before  the  House  a  leitw 

fron  tbe  Beeretetr  of  the  Nary,  tranmittiBf  Ibe 


wblch  WBs  ordered  to  lie  on  (he  table. 

The  Bpbakbr  laid  before^ihe  Hoiue  ahoiber 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  transmit- 
tiDg..EDndry  papers,  being  copies  of  letters  and 
exlracts  of  letters  lo  Ibe  conmandiog  naval  oS- 
cers,  which  contain  all  the  iDstcQcuoBa  whieb 
bare  isMied  from  the  Navy  Department  is  pur- 
suance of  the  aai  orOoDucaapfohibitiogthe  im- 
pottatioo  «f  alaraa,  faassd  on  (is  34  d«y  of  MMob, 
1807,  in  obcdisoca  to  «  jreaotaiion  of  tbeHotKc 
on  the  4ih  instant. 

BEMINOLE  WAB. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Nelboh,  from  the  Commillee  on 
HilitaryAffiiirs,deliTered  in ihefollowiog  report: 

Tbe  Oommittee  on  Htlitaty  Afiatrs,  to  whom  was 
lefbned  that  part  of  Ibe  Preddent'e  Mesuga,  of  the 
171b  November,  181B,  which  lehteeto  Ibe  proceeding 
of  Ibe  court  nartfad,  in  the  trial  of  AibUhnot  and 
Aasbtister,  and  to  the  cendnct  of  the  vtat  aflatiiBl  tbs 
SeminoU  IndianSi  itfoit : 


Ambristar,  (except  so  much  of  the  aeaend  abM(o  as 
diBrgea  Ariiuthnot  with  *'  aetinf  as  a  spy,"  of  i4idi 
pari  of  tbechuge  thecourtfinind  him  "notguil^;") 
nor,  io  ^e  opinim  of  your  oommitue,  doei  any  nuge 
■ulhoTBe,  01  exigency  appear  tram  the  documenta  nc- 
companying  the  report  of  the  trial,  which  can  jnstiQr 
the  assomption  and  eienies  of  power  by  the  court 
martial,  and  tbe  commanding  General, on  this  oroasion. 
It  is  admitted,  a*  a  maibn  of  Ibe  law  of  nadom,  that, 
iriieie  tbe  war  is  with  a  sarvafa  nation  wbloh  ob- 
aairas  no  rnlea,  and  iMver  gives  qaarter,  we  nray 
pa  nish  ifaaot  in  tb*  petssn  of  any  of  their  pe«^e,  wiMwa 
wa  nay  take,  (baloBgiof  totbeaambetof  thegttUty,) 
aadeBdMtToi^lluarigoeoaa  proeesdbig  M  fbroe  tbeiM 
toMspoollhelaweofhiisaaBity.  WheMversoMri^la 
not  abaehtMly  niiuswsry,  merqr  beessBee  a  dkly.  fa 
-'     sni>|bii  sninnn  tbs ibiiaiiBaiUs 


tha  an^^of  Ibe 


nooawty  Ar  Ihe  deaib  of  tha  prisoMfe  arraigned  b^ 
fiuethacourt.  Tha  wat  waeal  aaani^toall  iMeUe 
and  pnrpoaee^the  eneny'a  alroBglioM*  had  baea  da- 
stioyed — many  of  them  kiUad  or  taken  pi ' 
Ihe  


which  it  wu  supposed,  (andnodeubtjuslly,)  had  pro- 
tected them,  wa*  also  in  ouTposseuion.and  so  entirely 
was  tbe  war  considered  to  be  terminated,  thst  the 
Oeorgia  militia,  nnder  Qeneral  Glaaecock,  had  returned 
lo  their  hone*.  Then  wliere  wa*  tha  ebsDints  oeces- 
ai^  which  alone  could  warrant  e  depaitnre  ftiKn  tha 
cxereiee  of  thai  elemency,  of  which  the  United  State* 
has  baMoCwe  eojastiy  boasted  t 

Tour  committee  find,  in  the  general  order  of  tbe 
S9th  Apifl,  in  which  General  iackaon  ordera  tbe  eie- 
cation  of  Atbuthnol  and  Ambrialer,  this  rsmarkable 
leasoo,  intended  aa  a  jnstificatlon  of  Ihe  execatiDna, 
priaeipally  of  Ambrialer,  bnt  applying  to  both  Aitath- 
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baing  it  peace,  foif^ta  bis  allegluiM,  tni  becamea  ■□ 
ontlttw  uid  &  pirate."  It  msy  be  aiked  by  what 
•7item  of  iaterpretalioQ  tbe  oShaee*  charged  coatd  be 
Goniideied  ai  pitaciet,  which  imptyi  in  commoa  ac- 
ceptatiDQ,  oflencea  upon  the  high  eeal,  of  which  the 
eonrt  canld  not  aMame  cognizance ;  and  it  it  cqnaitj 


of  the  tatrn  "  anllaw,"  to  tfie  odeDJen — a  term,  which 
appliM  ootf  to  the  relation*  of  indindiMli  with  their 
own  gflvernmenti.  It  wilt  not  be  pretended,  that  La- 
&]rette,  who  TolonteAred  lita  ser*icea  in  the  cauH  of 
America,  in  the  wtr  which  eatabliahed  onr  indepen- 
dence, loiltiui  hi*  allegiance,  becarae  an  Outlaw,  end 
BObjeeted  hlmcelf  to  an  ignonilnioai  death,  had  he 
fallen  into  the  handa  of  tbe  Bngliah.  Or  can  it  be  be- 
lieved thatoneTOicewonldbeheardinjaKUIcatlonor 
Spain,  if  dte  were  to  etecate  each  of  oar  c«ii]ltr;fmeii 
ai  ihe  maj  make  priadnirl,  while  fighting  in  the  vmlei 
ofthe  SciDlh  Ameilean  Patrinttt  And  if  theie  caaei 
•hoold  tkot  be  conaidered  of  inch  a  nature,  a«  to  war- 
rant •  reeort  to  so  lerere  a  meaenre,  while  ther  oc- 
curred with  a  people  in  aat*t«  of  revolution,  and  con- 
■idered  b;  tbe  perent  conntriei  te  be  in  a  «ttte  of  re- 
beliiot),  mncb  lesi  could  theea  men  (Arbnthnot  and 
Ambriner)  b«  cenndered  liaUe  ta  it,  who  were  acting 
with  a  Power,  acknowledged  and  tratted  ««  Mrerelgn 
and  independent  bj  \u. 

Yonr  commilthe  beg  leave  to  e&H  yonratteotion  par- 
tjenlarly  to  the  eaee  of  R.  C.  ^nhriiter,  who,  after 
having  been  aubjected  to  a  trial  befi>re  a  court  which 
Iikd  no  cogniiance  or  jurledietion  over  the  offineet 
charged  againit  him,  WU  ehol  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding General,  coDlTBry  to  the  forme  and  luagee  of 
the  army,  and  without  regard  to  the  finding  of  that 
c»urt,  which  had  been  inatituled  ae  a  guide  Sir  bimaeIC 

Yonr  c«nimittee  muit  here,  in  joalice  to  their  own 
feelinge,eipreaa  their  eitreme  regret,  that  it  hae  become 
thrir  dn^  to  dleapprove  the  condnct  of  one  who  hae, 
on  a  iiumer  oecaaion,  eo  eoinenlly  coutribated  to  the 
honor  and  defence  ofthe  nation,  aa  hae  MajoiOennat 
JaoluoQ ;  but  the  more  elevated  the  atalion,  the  more 
exall«d  the  character  of  the  indliidual,  the  more  ne- 
ceBMiy  ia  it,  by  a  leaaonable,  yet  temperate  eipreHion 
of  public  opinion,  through  tbe  CaOftitnliDtial  organ,  to 
l^event  the  recurrence  of  inddenta  at  variance  with 
the  principle*  of  our  OoTcrnment  and  lawi- 

Nor  can  yooi  committee  forbear  inclndiiig  in  their 
atiictHtea  the  cooit  martial  who  aat  on  tbe  tnal  ofAi- 
buthnot  and  Ambriater.  A  court  martial  ie  a  tribunal 
inviMted  with  limited  juriidictioD,  having  far  ita 
guidance  the  aauanilea  of  evidence  which  govern 
conrta  of  law ;  and  yat  AjbuthDot  U  leAued  by  the 
eeurt  marti^  bebre  when  he  was  on  trial  for  hu  lUe, 
IbabeBefitofthelealiBaByof  Amhriiter,  who  bad  not 
been  put  upak  bis  tdal  at  th»t  lime,  and  whoea  evidence 
would  have  been  meeiTad  by  any  court  oT  law  aa  legal, 
ifneteiAdibU.  Many  Mbet  exertions  might  be  mad* 
to  the  evideoM  reeeidad  in  ibeee  proceeding* :  partio- 
nlaily  to  tba  f  ueelien  put  la  the  witnesa  HamUy,  vii : 
«  Do  yon  believe  the  BeMinsbiwanld  have  oaouneDced 
the  liiiaiiieM  of  niurdei  Kod  depradatiou  on  tbe  white 
sattlemeots,  bad  it  not  been  at  tbe  instigatioD  of  tbe 
piaouei,  (Atbulbnot,)  alid  a  promiu,  on  bia  part,  of 
British  protection  1"  Aniwer:  *  I  do  not  believe  they 
would,  nitbont  they  haid  been  aaeuied  ot  Sritiah  pro- 
tection." A  leading  quealioQ  ia  eipre**ly  forbidden  to 
b*  uaed  by  «  court  martiala  by  Utcomb  OB  MartialLaw, 
and  of  wbkb  tbe  court  mnit  have  be^  appriiad,  aa 
ttiitwork  common  in  the  army,  and  atuaUy  referred 


>  by  evMty   court  martial  when  in  aoaiM';  and  Sm 


ion  andbetlef  from  the  witnee«,radiertb*na«al«nent 
of  fkcta,  upon  which  atone  could  Iht  coarf  not.'  H^^ 
lay  evidence,  in  a  cae«  of  Hfe  end  death,  your  eMMoil- 
tee  win  venture  to  aiwrt,  wae  never  before  received 
agarnet  the  accased  in  any  court  of  this  contrtiy,  and 
yet,  on  die  &ce  ofthe  record  of  theproeeedingeor^ 
court  martiBl,  hstrtay  Isslimany  ia  admitted,  wUeh- 
had  been  received  boa  an  Indian,  whi^  if  preeent^ 
would  not  bave  been  attowvd  to  gtve  evidence  hlmarit 
.  After  maturedeUberalioB,  your ooinmitlo»b<cle«fo 
to  submit  the  foBowitti' reaolution  : 

SuofBtd,  Thut  Ae  Bouaa  of  HepisaenlatU'ea  of  Ow 
United  Slates  dlsopprdvea  the  pTdeeeteige  inlbe  Mai 
and  encUtian  of  Alexander  ArbuHiBot  and  Kbbett  O. 

.Mr.  JoHHBON,  of  Kentucky,  also  ortbeSlfliUTf 
Commiiiee,  submitted  a  paper  drawii  up  in  the 
shape  of  a  report  by  that  commitice,  wbicb,  bf 
a  majotity  oroae  rote,  ibat  eommitMe  bad  ra* 
AiBcd  to  accept,  nnd  the  and   pnpor  wu  rend  as 

"  T\t»  DUUnlKaa  i«  when  wWr  latored  *«  atoah  rf 

■'--°- -"'— ^-"    -U ■-   -   \-    ■■    iitiih  Mil. 

and  tbe  mecaedinpi  in  1b«  tnal  of  AJaandaa  \  iiliinh 
net  and  tUbett  O.  AitabiMtr,  lepert: 

That  Oneral  JaAna,  in  aibort,  thaugh  aanguinaiT 
war, with  the  Ciusk-nalBm  ef  Indtav,  braughtdieni  M 
leraaef  paaea;  Md  in  Ike  aumnar  of  iai4,aMaty 
waa  eoneluded  with  them,  wbaiaia  they  cnArf  lo  ttaa 
UnitMl  SfaiM  a  twiHary  eMbnaing  ae*«nl  nriUigM 


neoia  ofthe  Unitad  Statea  in  Oeorgia  and  Alabaatar 
and  tba^aaiAHrritDry.  This  ol>)e«t  being  obtainad, 
future  paaca  and  aalely  to  our  eitiEenar  in  that  quarter, 
wore  oeafidently  aniiaipaied ;  but,  canttaty  to  Iheea 
jurt  eipactatiena,  it  was  diseovatad  Ibat  a  bostik  dia- 
poation  was  atill  antertained  by  tbe  aeminota  tribe  of 
that  nation,  aided  hj  Aigitivo  uegroa%  and  inatigatad 
by  {i>te%n  iDcandianas,  It  having  been  ro^teaanlad  to 
the  OovammeBti  that  mDrdeia  had  been  enwmilted  on 
our  defenceleaa  citiMnK  Qenend  Oainea  waa  ordered,  in 
the  Snmmsr  of  1SI7,  with  a  oonaiderable  ibiee,  to  take 
a  atalion  in  Ibat  aeetian,  te  their  psolertioui  Qenoial 
Gaines  waa  directed  to  keep  within  tbe  territorial  liouta 
of  the  United  Slate*,  and  abatain  from  avaiy  attampt 
locreaathafloridalini  but  to  demand  of  the  Udiaui 
the  petpatratosa  of  the  orimea  Ana  eonmittad,  in  ot- 
derAatfunishBieBt  might  be  inflioted  upon  the  guil?, 
without  uvalriag  the  innoceol,  and  without  a  geiteral 
raptar*  with  these  deluded  savages.  Tbe  bet  of  such 
nudem  having  bean  asaartahied,  atteaded  with  *ggi»- 
vating  -irrumrlinim  of  rapine  and  «>aal»,  Oeoanl 
Gainai^  in  confafmity  with  hie  otdsta,  aaada  the  da> 
mand.  The  aaeagea,  thioagh  the  daeeativa  lepmaeat- 
ationa  of  faraign  inoandiari**,  were  lad  to  be»*v*  that 
tba  •tnnglh  of  the  United  Stalaa  vrae  not  auffieient  to 
aubdua  tbaa ;  or,  if  their  own  foroea  wan  iiwompa- 
tent  to  MUtain  tha  eoudiel,  they  would  raoeive  aaslsb- 
anca  front  tbe  Biilish-  Tbaaapromisea,  nude  by  theea 
unanibmiied  agont)^  wan  ptadicatad  upon  a  piaianea, 
that  Ihe  Unitad  Statea  bad  bound  Ihamselvea,  by  tha 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  te  realore  the  land*  which  tha  U* 
diana  had  ceded,  previonaly  to  that  Treaty,  at  Fart 
Jackaon;  and  that  tbe  British  Gorernnnnt  wouU  en- 
(■>ree  ite  obaarvaaea.  Undv  this  influence,  they  net 
only  laAised  to  deliver  the  murderer^  but  repealed 
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nr  opportuBi^  offincd ;  uti,  to 
e,  took  raAige  actoM  Um  liii«,  in 


taotjjiMtiee, 
Tlonit^  In  Uni  itata  of  afUri,  in  NoTember,  1SI7, 
Liavlonuit  8coU,  of  the  Unitad  Statu  Amj, 
dw  0«Duml  Oiinti^  with  foitj-ttaa  pencnw, 
wcnnMi,  and  cUliiren,  in  ■  brat  on  the  Appaluhicola 
riTer.ebont  amilB  below  the  jaoctioa  of  the  Flint  and 
the  Ohatehooche,  wa<  (tupiiied  b;  en  ambnecule  of 
Infill V,  filed  oponF  and  the  nhole  deteehment  killed 
and  taken  bv  the  Indians,  except  eii  men,  who 
taped  bj  flight,  (one  of  nhoat  waa  tfoimded.)  Thoaa 
K&o  wara  taken  aliia  on  thia  occaaion,  were  wanlonlj 


of  the  boat,  and  butchered  all  the  belpleaa  femtlee^  ex- 
cept one,  who  waa  aftenrarde  retaken.  General  Oainea 
waa  not  jet  anthoriied  to  eroea  into  Florida,  to  an- 
fiirca  a  compliance  with  hia  demand  for  the  deliTery  of 
the  mordereie,  while  the  Indiana  were  collecting  in 
large  nnmbeis  npon  the  line,  which  thej  aeetned  to 
think  a  perfect  aadagoard,  and  from  which  Atj  contin- 
ued tbeiT  predatory  incnniona,  aa  opportniutT  permit- 
tad.  A  letfer  firoB  the  Sacretair  of  War,  of  the  9th 
Secenber  1817,  anthoriied  General  Gainaa,  in  case 
the  atata  of  thJnt*  ahoiild  eontin«e,  and  it  ^old  be- 
eoBa  JMnniaiHa,  bj  a*7  other  neaaa,  to  prerent  their 
defMdalfon^  to  asaiciaa  a  aoiiod  diecHtion  aa  to  cro«- 
ioff  the  Florida  line,  to  break  np  their  ealabliahDiant ; 
and,  on  the  lAh  of  the  easM  moalh,  the  Seoetary  of 
War,  b;  letter,  directed  toOeneral  Oafaiee,  ftiUj  eothori- 
sadUm  toooaitbe  line,  and  attaek  the  Indians  within 
the  Bpaniah  tarrilary,  ahoqld  theT  still  nAaa  to  make 
''  n  far  dapradatioBS  already  committad — nnleaa 
■         ~    miakiblt, 

Intdligenca  being  received  by  tha  War  Department 
of  the  missacre  of  Lientenant  Scott  and  his  compan- 
ions. Genera]  Jackson  was  directed,  by  letter  of  the  36th 
December,  1817,  to  repair  to  Fort  Scott,  and  takb  com- 
mand of  die  for^e  in  that  qaarter ;  with  aathoiily,  in 
case  he  iliOBld  deem  it  neceMary,  to  call  upon  the  Ei- 
ecDtirea  oTthe  adjteeat  States  fer  andi  addttioDil  force 
aa  he  should  deem  reqniaita ;  in  which  he  wea  referred 
to  the  prerioiis  orders  given  to  General  Gainer  and 
directed  to  conoentrata  Ua  feroes,  and  adopt  the  mea- 
anres  neeeaeaiy  to  tenainate  a  conflict,  wlticfa  bad  been 
amidod  from  considerations  of  hnmanity,  bat  which 
had  now  become  Indiepeiwable,  from  the  settled  bo>- 
tillty  of  the  eavaga  enemy.  In  Janaary  fallowing, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  to  General  Gaines, 
aay*,  "  The  honor  of  the  United  States  reqnirsa  Oat 
r  with  the  Beminotes  sbonM  be  terminated 


nMsAly,  and  with  eieaplary  pw 
dm  BO  DnproTokad."  Under  theaa  arden,  and  In  this 
critical  state  of  aftin.  General  JackeoB,  with  that  teal 
<nd  pramptneee  which  have  erer  ua^ad  his  career, 
lepatnd  to  the  post  assigned,  and  asniaad  the  com- 
mand. The  nacosaty  of  erosMng  the  line  into  Florida 
was  no  longer  a  snbjeet  of  doubt.  A  lerga  farce  of 
Indians  and  nefroee  was  making  that  tenilMy  their 
refbge,  and  the  Spanidi  antbori^  waa  aithar  loo  weak 
or  loo  indUbrent  to  reatrain  them;  and  to  coinply 
with  oidrra  given  him  from  the  Deparbnanl  ^  War, 


adwa.  In  the  eonndl-havBe  of  Iha  King  of  the  Mioka- 
aokiane,  more  than  fif^  freah  eealps,  and  in  an  ad- 
jaoent  honae  upwards  of  tbrea^nndiad  old  scalp*,  of 


all  ages  and  eexot,  were  fonnd;  and  in  the  centre  of 
the  public  sqnare  a  red  pole  was  erected,  crowned  widi  , 
acalps,  known  by  the  hau  to  have  belonged  to  the  cob- 
paniona  of  Lieutenant  Scott 

To  inflict  merited  pnnishment  upon  these  barbsriana 
and  to  prevent  a  repetitioQ  of  theie  massacres,  by  bring- 
ing the  war  to  a  speedy  snd  saceeasfnl  termination,  he 
para ned  his  march  to  8L  Marks,  when  he  found,  in 
corroboration  of  previous  information,  that  the  Indians 
and  negroes  had  demanded  the  torrender  of  that  post 
to  them ;  and  that  the  Spanish  ganiaon,  according  to 
the  commandant's  own  conceaaianB,  vra*  too  weak  to 
aopport  it.  Hen  he  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
been  supplied  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
from  the  commandant  of  the  post ;  that  fereign  incen- 
diaries, instigating  the  savages,  had  firee  commnnica- 
tion  with  the  foit  for  carrying  on  their  intrignea; 
cooncib  of  war  were  permitted  by  the  commandant 
to  be  held  by  the  chieSn  and  warrion  within  hia  own 
qaatters ;  the  Spanish  atora-hooee*  were  appropriatad 
to  the  naa'bf  the  boitile  party,  and  actuell;  Glleil  with 
gooda  belonging  to  them ;  munitions  of  war  wera  far- 
niidied  them,  and  proper^,  known  lo  hsTe  Inws  plun- 
dered from  onr  citizen(,'jiurchased  from  them  by  thacom- 


1  to  demand  of  the  commandant  of  8L  Marks  the 
sorrendar  of  thai  post,  that  it  might  be  garrisoned  with 
an  American  force;  and,  when  the  Spanish  officer 
heaitatad  Is  deliver  it,  he  entered  the  fort  b7  force, 
thoDgh  withoat  bloodihed,  Iha  enemy  having  ^ed,  aad 
the  ganiaoQ  being  too  weak  to  make  oppoaition.  Con- 
vintxd  of  the  necessi^  of  rapid  movements,  in  order  to 
the  ultimate  raccces  of  the  expedition  he  immsdiatelj 
marched  his  forces  to  Sawanej,  (oiMd  upon  the  atorea 
of  the  enemy,  and  barot  their  viltsget. 

Hating  thus  br  efiecled  hi*  object,  General  Jackaon 
coniidered  the  war  at  an  end.  St.  Marks  being  gar- 
risoned  by  an  American  force;  the  Indian  towns  at 
Hickasuky  audSuwaney  destroyed;  the  two  Indian 
chiefs,  who  had  been  the  prime  movers  snd  leadera  of 
the  savages,  one  of  whom  had  commanded  the  ^ar^ 
that  murdered  Lieutenant  Scott  and  hia  companioaa, 
and  the  two  pHndpal  foreign  instigators,  Arbnthnot 
and  Ambriatar,  being  taken  and  executed,  Gen«r»l 
Jackson  ordered  the  Georgia  militia  to  be  discharg«d, 
and  waa  preparing  himself  to  retnm  to  Tenneaaee. 
But  he  soon  learned  tiiat  the  Indiana  and  negroMt 
were  collecting  in  companies  weal  of  the  Appalaehico^ 
la,  which  would  render  it  neeeaeaiy  for  him  to  aend  a 
detachment  to  accor  the  eonnlfy  in  that  qoartcr. 
While  preparing  for  thia  object,  he  laaraad  that  the 
In£ana  were  admittad  by  ttia  Goretnot  Into  PensaooU, 
and  enjoyed  ftea  ac«ass  to  that  town ;  that  they  wara 
collecting  in  large  nnmbers,  fiOO  being  in  Fenaacoln 
on  the  ICth  of  April,  many  of  whom  were  known  to 
be  hostile,  and  had  just  eecsped  tnm  ttia  poraait  of 
our  troopa ;  that  the  enemy  wera  fbnuahed  with  ain- 
msnilian  and  auppliee,  and  received  intaHigeDcs  of 
the  movements  of  onr  fbicea  from  that  jdaea ;  that  a 
number  of  ttem  aalliad  out,  and  murrferad  ai|^ta«n  of 
anr  citiiana,  settlos  npon  the  Ahibama,  and  wore  im> 
mediately  received  by  the  Gorynor,  and  by  hin  b«tw- 
ported  aeroaa  the  bay,  that  they  might  evade  the  por- 


Thesefaclabi 


eittined  by  General  Jsckaon 


fr«n  nnquestiimsbla  authority,  he  immediately  took 
op  his  line  of  mardi  towarda  Peneacola,  at  tlia  haad 
'    detaekmenl  of  about  l,no  nien,  fbr  tiia  parpoaa 
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of  coiuiterkcting  ths  vicwi  of  tbs  tattaj,  anil  to  Bie- 
cote  hi*  Olden  from  Ihe  Wu  DepBrttnaat,  t^  termi- 
nating the  wBi  ipeedilj,  uid  nilh  ei«mp)*rj  pnnUh' 
meni  for  hoitililjee  an  nnproToked.  On  the  10th  of 
Mftj  he  dOHcd  Ihe  Appil&chicola  it  the  Ochesee  Til. 
kge,  with  the  Tieir  of  Kouiiog  the  coantij  west  of 
that  ii*er ;  and,  on  the  S3d  of  the  lame  month,  he  le- 
eei*ed  a  commuiuCBtioii  from  the  Goveroor  of  Weit 
norida.  proteiting  agkiiut  hii  entrance  into  that  prov- 
ince, commanding  him  to  leliie  from  it,  and  declaring 
that  he  wonld  repel  force  by  force,  proiided  he  •houla 
not  obej>  Thia  commDaicatioo,  together  with  the 
evident  indicatiou*  of  hoatilit;  in  the  GoTemor,  who 
had  hBcn  trail  adrited  of  the  object  of  General  Jack- 
•on'a  opeiation*,  determined  the  meaauree  which  be 
panaed.    Accordingly,  he  marched  directlj 


hanng  fled  to  Fort  Carle*  de  Barancai,  which  poet, 
aAar  a  foeble  renitanc*,  wai  also  aurrendered  to  Oen- 
oral  Jackaoa  on  the  38th ;  bj  which  the  Indiaoi  and 
fligitiTe  negroes  were  efiectuuly  depriTed  of  all  poeu- 
ble  meana  of  continaing  tbeii  deprmtatioiu,  or  screen- 
ing  themselves  &am  the  arm  i^  justice.  Thns  glo- 
lionsly  terminated  the  Bemlnale  war,  a  war  relnctantlj 
•nlered  into,  hot  urged  bj  due  necessity,  to  protect 
from  the  tomahaitk  and  icalping-knifo  of  the  taoet 
ruthless  aaTsges  our  peaceful  frontier  settlers,  who, 
froD  decrepit  age  to  helpless  infancy,  for  mote  than 
two  Tears  had  been,  eipoeed  to  their  cruelties — •  war 
in  which  our  dtiiens  and  soldiers,  with  their  osnat 
fortitndo  and  rsJor  under  their  persevering  and  deter- 
mined commander,  endnredlongand  difficult  marches. 


traying  a  solitary  mark  of  dismay  to  tcrnish  the  lostre 
<Mrtheir  country's  glory.  A  varie^  of  cdrcnmatances 
coDiincsd  General  Ja^aon  that  the  aa'Tages  had  com- 
menced this  war  and  parnstad  in  their  btrbsiities 
under  the  inflaence  of  eome  foreign  inoendiariea,  more 
criminal  than  the  unciviliied  nativea.  Alexander  Ar> 
linthnat,  who  avowed  himself  a  British  satgect  and 
resided  among  the  savages  as  an  Indian  trader,  was 
taken  at  Bt.  Marks,  to  which  place  be  bad  withdrawn 
as  danger  approached,  and  was  living  as  an  Inmate  in 
the  family  of  the  commandant.  Il  appearing  that  be 
had  been  a  zealons  advocate  for  the  pretended  righla 
of  the  savages,  and  in  this  respect  the  sneeeasor  of  the 
notorious  Colonel  NkJiols,  of  the  Britiih  colonial  ma- 
rines, in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  that  he  had 
repeatedly  written  in  dieir  behalf  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernor of  8t.  Aognstine,  the  Goveraor  of  Uie  Bahamas, 
the  Briliah  Minister  in  the  United  Suiea,  and  to  Col- 
onel Nichols,  endeavoring  to  procure  aid  from  both 
those  Governments  agaiosl  the  United  States  ;  that 
he  had  repeatedly  advised  the  Indians  not  to  comply 
with  the  'rreah  of  Fort  Jackson,  aseuring  them  that 
the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  atatea  b>  them  in  1814 
were  to  be  restored  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain;  General  Jaclcaon  ordered  him  to 
b«  tried  by  a  court  martial,  conristlng.of  thirteen  re- 
spectable officers,  with  Major  General  Oaines  presi- 
dent The  court  was  directed  to  decide  upon  the  fact 
of  his  gailt  or  innocence;  and,  if  gnilty,  what  pnnish- 
mcnt  should  be  inflicted.  Upon  satis&ctory  testimony 
he  was  convicted  of  inciting  and  atirring  np  the  hostile 
Creeks  to  war  against  the  United  Statea  and  her  citi- 
lens,  and  of  aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  Ih«  ene- 
my, snpplying  them  with  8ia  moans  of  war,  and  by 


the  court  sentenced  to  be  hting.  Bobert  C.  Ambris- 
ter,  late  a  Lieutenant  of  the  BritUt  marine  corpe,  and 
with  the  hostile  Indians  and  fbgitiTe  negroes,  the  snc- 
eesaor  of  Woodbine,  of  notorion*  memory,  waa  taken 
near  the  month  of  Snwaney  river.  It  being  weQ 
known  that  he  had  been  a  leader  and  commander  of 
the  hostile  Indians  and  fugitive  slaves.  General  Jack- 
son also  directed  him  to  be  tried  by  the  same  court 
martial.  Upon  satislactory  evidence,  he  waa  con- 
victed of  having  aided  and  comforted  the  enemy,  anp- 
jplyiop  them  with  the  means  of  war,  by  giving  them 
intelligence  of  the  movements  and  operations  of  Ihe 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  by  sending  the  Iit- 
dians  and  negroes  to  meet  and  flghl  againit  them ;  and 
upon  his  own  confosaion,  as  well  as  the  clearest  eli- 
dence  of  having  led  and  commanded  tike  Lower  Oreeka 
in  carrying  on  the  war  againat  the  United  States,  mc 
by  the  court  sentenced  to  be  shot.  One  of  the  meo- 
bert  requesting  a  reconiideratian  of  the  aenttnoe,  it 
was  agreed  to; and, on  a  revision,  the  conrt sentenced 
him  to  receive  Aftj  stripe*  on  hia  bare  back,  and  be 
eonllned  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  hard  labor  fortwriva 
calendar  months.  General  Jackson  approved  the  aeo- 
tence  in  dia  case  of  Arbothnot,  and  in  the  ease  of 
Ambrisler  he  disapproved  die  reconnderation,  and 
confirmed  the  first  sentence.  They  were  both  esecti- 
ted  accordingly.  In  relation  to  these  transaetioD*, 
questions  of  the  first  magnitade  ^reeent  tbemaelvea, 
which  the  committee  have  deemed  n  their  dn^  to  in> 
veatigate.  Was  OenenI  Ja^aon  jaatifiabfe,  aA«r 
mandiing  hia  army  actoea  lh«  line,  into  the  territon  of 
Spain,  in  taking  possesdon,  by  force  of  arms,  of  A« 
Spanish  posts,  St.  MaAs  and  Peiwaeola  T  Had  he 
the  right  to  punish  Alexander  Arbothnot  and  Robert 
C.  Ambristerl 

From  the  facta  submitted,  h  isperibdly  avidenttbel 
the  Spanish  aDthoritiea  in  Florida  did  not  retain  thai  - 
neutral  character  which  waa  necessary  to  render  its 
territory  sacred ;  bnt,  by  their  own  acta,  either  ^hoa- 
tiBty  or  imbecility,  they  made  that  territny  the  aeat  of 
war.  Independent  of  the  solemn  obligations  of  trea^, 
whereby  Spain  engagedto  keep  the  Indiaiu  within  her 
territory  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  no  piinci^ 
is  more  firmly  establisbed  by  the  laws  of  nations  tlwii 
this,  that  a  nation  at  war  has  the  right  to  pursue  die 
hostile  army  into  the  territory  of  a  neutral  nation,  and 
to  make  thai  lerritoiy  the  seat  of  war,  when  either  tha 
weakness  or  partially  of  the  neutral  nation  shall  sofier 
the  belligerent  aimy,  retreating  into  ita  territory,  there 
to  rally,  collect  strength,  and  provide  snj^lies,  to  en- 
aUe  them  to  renew  the  oonlllct,  and  eepecially  when 

itionsof  war  have  been  supplied,  either  by  the  eiti- 

or  authotitiaa  of  the  neatfa)  nation. 
it,  in  die  consideration  of  thia  snl^ect,  il  shonU 
never  be  forgotten  that  Spain  was  bound,  by  the  ae- 
lemn  stipulations  of  treaty  wiA  Ihe  United  Statae,  her- 
self to  have  fought  these  battlea ;  or,  if  too  weak  10 
have  done  ao,  at  least  to  have  made  common  canaa 
vrith  the  United  States  against  these  lawless  tribes  of 
savages.  The  United  State*  have  never  recognised 
the  Indians,  within  her  territorial  limile,  as  nntiona 
absolutely  independent ;  hence  it  has  ever  been  con- 
sidered the  duty  of  the  Executive,  irtien  they  have 
been  guilty  of  murders  and  depredatioiis  upon  oor 
citiiens,  eidier  in  plundering  partiea  or  in  the  moM 
formid^le  as^t  of  Indian  armiee,  to  order  againat 
them  the  mibtary  force  of  the  conut^,  or  call  intoaer- 
vice  the  mitilia,  as  lb*  case  mayrequire,  to  check  their 
batbaiitiea  and  to  punish  their  crime*. 
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,  In.  KoMfUM  with  ihU  pnnciple,  tlia  Ex«ctitin  hw 
«Tcr..uW  wiM  the  «oiii>BM>ceiiieiit  of  (ha  praMnt 
OoTenunant.  Bepoaled  and  blowlr  dapredationi  up- 
on vat  KnUhem  £anticr,  in  which  pMeafal  haibano- 
. Belli  defeDCclna  women,  uid  innactnt  childno,  wcra 
mide  tha  Tictisu  ofMTaAe  biocity,  not  od\j  rendeiad 
k  iM(^uai7  to  put  inio  (^ralion  the  milituy  force  of 
lh«  nktipn,  bat  fhe  sheltering  of  the  lodiane  bejond 
Hm  1w\'«  of  the  United  State*  gun  occaaion  for  ths 
ordeii  to  Geneial  Jaduon  to  pursue  tb«m  lwfon4 
tb«M  limila.  If  Spun  regard*  the  Indiuu  in  thd 
m/it»  ^kb-ii  it  wu  k  duly  no  leu  inenmbeot  upon  hee 
by  the  law*  of  aationa  than  hj  tnalj,  to  ha<re  le* 
SMwed  th«ir  Jftwlei*  d^radalion* ;  and,  in  her  agenti' 
liuliiig  lA'do  lo.  if.,  through  neglect,  the;  made  tbeiQ' 
■^TM  paitiM  in  the  war ;  w,  if  through  weakne«*t 
thtj  iarieited  the  right  of  lovareigu^  in  that  territoiy 
where  (hej  Jailed  to  maintain  iL  But,  if  Spain  re- 
la  lh«  ladiau  u  conuinDitiea  abaolntel;  Indi 


dent,  then  the  lefrilei;,  hj  ri^t  of  occtniancy,  belonged 
faHhe  Indiana,  wd  not  to  Bpain.  and  the  invaeifm  waa 
orllM.enenij'a  temtoiy.    Had  (he  commuidMt 


the.^eniahpoit,  at  8L.Marlu,done  hie  dn^inwith- 
heidingfrom  the  enemjeupplie*,  and  indenting  them 
arefoge. within  the  reach  of  hia  own  fbtt,  the 
Ktf  01  ioternifitinx  his  garriaon  would  not  hi 
Mied;  nor  i*  it  prefnmed  that  an;  attempt  would 
have  been  n«de  b;  Gaoeiil  Jacltww  to  poiKia  him- 
■elf  of  (hat  poet.  And  iti*  al*a  preaoined  that  hi* 
Mdera  to  reipcct  the  Spanjih  p4*t<were  predicated 
Upon  Ihi*  an^eaed  itate  of  ihixig*.  Sot  »■  the  ob- 
ject of  the  anlnmoe  into  Florida  wa*  Uie  reduction  of 
the  Indian  forc^^to  bring  the  Seminole  ' 
apead;  and  luccuaful  tennination,  which 
naiulinK  the  blood  and  the  tteaaure  of  the 
waa  a  (Ultj  which  he  owed  to  hi*  coonti;  to  eSect  that 
abject  Adj.  result  ahoK  of  Ihia  would  have  onlj  in- 
creaeed  dw  e^ila  which  it  waa  hi*  du^_  to  cenect ;  and 
this  coold  not  be  affiepted  while  Spaoiah  fiutificationa 
ifen  awpwiated  to  their  defonos,  and  jet  rega/dad  i 
aw^fdbjr  nun.  To.h«*e  retired  with  hia  fbroeaoodi 
aycb^etunbination  of  circuraatancea,  nbidLwonld  haTo 
Bonfiim^d  the  eoouBou*  icapieiaion .entertained  b;  the 
Wim*  and  b;  the  Speniin  Mtfaxuitiea,  of  th«  aacred 
cWwtai  ef  their  place*  ai  refuge  and  of  euccor  to  oar 
jerociona  eneai;, would  hare  peqtetaaled  the  war,  and 
Airen  it  the  <ji«acter  of  permanency,  wliich  tha 
Aonor  of  the  United  Btalea  required  ahonld  be  apoedil; 
concluded,  and  with  the  moat  aiemplarT  puaidunent. 
Tbe  comoandaat  at  St*  Harke  himaclf  acknowledged 
that  hia  conunand  waa  at  the  mere;  of  the  Indun* 
and  negroea;  he  ought,  therefore,  to  have  bailed,  the 
approach  of  General  Jackaon,  with  hi*  American 
ftree*,.**  a  deliieMr,.and  to  have  co-operated  with 
him  in  the  commoD  cauae,  when  he  we*  aaaured  that 
t^  al^eet  wa«  a  nnlitar;  occupation,  for  the  ejpttM 
.purpeee  of  potting  an  end  to  lAe  Seminolo  war,  and 
jaot  for  conqneat.    But  the  fact*  preaent  thia  anbiect 

et  in  a  much  atnmger  light  to  the  iconunittee.  Tl 
jian*  receiied  not  onl;  shelter,  but  eomfort*  and 
muoitioua,  and  all  the  facilitiea  for  carrying  on  the 
war  which  a  Spaniah  army  could  bATe  teeeived  from 
thet  poaL.  Did  thi*  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the 
iah  commandant,  reault  from  a  boatUe  diapoa 
If  ao,  he  became  a  part;  in  the  war.  Or  woe 
ttteU  of  imbecilit;,  aa  hi*  profeuione  of  great  1 
ship  would  impl; !  If  ao,  the  act  of  ganieoniog  Bt. 
Marha  with  an  American  force,  bear*  no  character  of 
hoatilit;  to  Spain,  but  waa  wananted  b;  the  law  of 


□atioiiB — by  the  treat;  with  Spain,  and  by  the  fint 
law  of  nature — aelf-protedion.  Had  the  Goremoref 
Weat  Florida  maintained  the  neatral  character  whi^ 
waa  eoalldently  eipected,  end  wbit^  it  wa*  hie  daty 
to  have  done,  the  Seminole  war  had  here  ended,  and 
our  flag  would  not  have  been  nnfhrled  in  that  teiri- 
tory.  The  Indian  ealabliehmanti  at  Hickaanky  and 
~  '  broken  up — their  Tillage!  burnt — their  lup- 

otf— St.  Marki  occupied  b;  our  troopi — tiuir 
power  in  Eaat  Florida  wa*  entire];  annifailated. 

In  the  firm  conviction  that  die  war  wa*  ended. 
General  Jackaon  had  ordered  the  Geotgia  tniiitia  to 
be  disbanded,  and  we*  upon  the  point  of  returning 
himaelf  with  the  Tenneieee  and  Kentock;  volnnteera, 
when  be  learned  that  tha  object  of  the  campaign  waa 
not  yet  entire!;  accompliehed. 

The  vanquiahed  enem;,  cioaaing  into  Weat  Florida, 
where  the  authorities  of  Spain  proved  *a  imbecile  aa 
in  the  eaatem  province,  r|newed  their  depredation,  . 
b;  thwr  incnrsiona  into  the  adjoining  tenitar;  of  the 
United '  Statea,  and  committing  murdera  npon  out 
frontier  aetUere.  Every  cjrcumatance,  which  not  only 
justified  the  act,  but  which  rendered  it  an  imperioua 
duty  for  him  to  enter  the  ^>aniah  territory  of  Eaat 
Florida,  wa*  equally  applicable  to  the  act  of  hi*  cron- 
ing  the  Appalachicola,  to  break  down  the  power  of 
the  enemy  in  Weat  Flarida.  Bat  (he  conduct  of  the 
Qovemor,  taken  in  conoeiion  with  the  drcumatvicea 
which  induced  the  entrance  into  Peneacola,  rendered 
its  occupancy  b;  General  Jackaon,  if  poadble,  ;et 
more  palpably  neceuar;  than  that  of  St.  Maritia. 
Well  appriied  of  General  Jackson's  object,  that  he 
had  not  sntsred  the  Florida*  in  hoatilit;  to  Spain, .but 
to  do  that  which  Spain  was  boond  to  do,  both  by 
treat;  and  by  the  law*  of  nations,  to  give  aeeurit;  to 
our  own  citizen*,  within  wu  own  territory,  b;  deatioy- 
ing  the  power  of  the  savage  Ibes,  (he  Governor  of 
Fenaacela,  in  equal  violation  of  the  tswa  of  neutral!^ 
and  of  bamsnit;,  succored  thoae  enemies,  aupplied 
them  with  munitions  of  war,  sheltered  and  conveyed 
&om  the  hand  of  justice  those  of  them  who  were  re- 
turning from  the  blood;  fray ;  and  when  Geneni 
Jackaon  was  executing  the  righteous  mandates  of  an 
inJDred  and  indignant  nation  upon  them,  the  Governpr 
commanded  him  to  depart  from  the  terrttory,  throat- 
ening  to  appose  force  by  force,  should  he  not  compl;. 
Thus  drcumslanced,  what  should  General  Jackaon 
have  done !  Should  he  have  been  induced,  by  the 
unprovoked  and  gasconading  menaces  of  a  foreipi 
Governor,  to  retrace  his  st^s!  Or,  should  he  have 
remained  stationary,  until  he  could  have  despatched  a 
meieenser  to  the  Executive  for  inatructions  bow  to 
act!  This  wooldhaveill  become. an  American  Gen- 
eral, whose  movement*  were  sanctioned  by  the  aacred 
laws  of  nature  and  of  oationa,  and  b;  the  solemn 
atipnlations  of  the  foreign  Prince,  a*  well  as  b;  t^ 
authority  of  his  own  Gorernmeut. 

Should  he  liave  left  it  in  qoiet  po**e«*ion  of  a  sav- 
age foe  1  Thia  would  have  defeated  the  whole  object 
of  the  war.  There  was  but  one  course,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  oommiltee,  which  he  could  punue,  consistently 
with  the  hoilbr  of  the  nation  and  the  safet;of  itslron- 
tier  citiMns.  The  Governor  of  West  Florida,  b;  his 
own  act,  had  become  a  pirt^  with  the  savage*  in  this 
war;  or  had,  at  least,  bj  his  imbecility,  forieited  the 
right  of  BOTcreignly  within  the  territoi;;  and  the  o»- 
cupant^  of  the  Spanish  posts  in  that  province,  by 
General  Jackson,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit* 
tee,  a  aiered  du^  which  he  owed  to  himael^  to  hia 
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.,.  to  hii  cooNttr.   While 

tU*  natioB  iCTQpuloiiily  jifuda  tb«  dicUtM  of  jaiUee 
in  her  iDtarcotUM  with  all  iwtiaac,  civiUzed  «Dd  ut- 
igat  it  ia  *  duty  whidi  fhe  owu  to  bar  own  character 
auil  to  thfc  (afety  of  her  citiieDa,  to  aaaerl  her  right! 
■nd  aTenge  her  wrODga.  Id  ralation  (o  tbam  moTe- 
menta,  it  appean  to  vour  committee  that  the  Gxeca- 
tiTe  baa  aasctjoncd  Uie  act  of  General  Jaekaon,  in  the 
occapani^  of  Ihoae  poata,  by  requiring  that  condition 
wbica  the  lawa  of  natioiu  and  tha  Irea^  with  Spain 
iutil^,  in  order  to  the  reatoralioD  of  SL  Harkt;  and 
If  Penaaeola  ia  not  hrid  mbJMt  to  Ae  aame  eonditum. 


aboald  be  regarded  aa  the  endeBce  of  an  amieaUe  tia- 
paailian  tovrard*  Spain. 

The  committee  now  enl«r  upon  l)i«  other  paint  i 
that  of  the  trial  and  ezecatien  of  tha  fbraign  inaliga- 


■  ef  indi^diaUa ;  yet  of  aqmal  magnttude,  and, 
in  tha  opnioa  of  the  ecnmittee,  of  eqaal  daaniMa. 
In  aneienl  time*,  when  bafbariam  BOre  generally  -ja«- 
niied,  and  rrtta  poliihed  — •'—  — "~J 


of  the  tiea  of  humanity,  wUch  onght  ever  to  bind  the 
whole  family  of  mankind  in  tendtraeaa  and  afiectioa, 
tke  praettcfl  obtained  of  patting  to  death  the  aoUiars 
and  eien  the  dtiuna  of  a  lanqoiahed  enemy,  by  tha 
•word,  and  even  by  tha  public  execntiQii,  or  of  holding 
pnaonera  of  war  in  ilBTery  for  lile,  and  entailing  bond- 
age npon  their  posterity.  Bnt  (he  progrea*  of  civiliia- 
tion,  aided  by  the  benign  inflnunce  of  ChriatiBiiity, 
haa,  in  mcrdem  daya,  prodnced  a  radical  change, 
highly  honorable  to  uie  avUiied  world. 

In  eoDaaqneDce  of  tbii  principle,  it  foltowa,  that 
althoagb,  when  one  nation  anten  into  war  wiU>  an- 
other nation,  alt  the  cidiens  of  thow  nations  may  be 
conaidered,  in  aome  reapecta,  aa  enemies  to  all  the  citi- 
len*  of  the  other;  yet  they  bare  not  a  right,  in  all 
caaea,  when  they  meet,  to  ad  in  hostility  td  each  other ; 
becaoae  women,  duldren,  and  all  olhera  who  are  eX' 
empted  Aem  hearing  arma,  and  tiioae  employed  in 
ntral  and  other  peaaeAiI  occn^tiona,  ere  not  the  pro- 
per objeota  af  hoalUily ;  nor  ii  it  admiaaiMe  to  take 
Aa  Urea  of  thcM  wbo  laU  into  the  power  of  thrir  en- 
aaiea,  after  tbey  hare  anrrandeiad ;  beeaBaa  aach  act 
ia  now  maMthorixBd  by  the  laws  of  itationa,  and  srer 
baa  bean  a  fiolatlon  of  the  laws  of  humanity.  So, 
«Aen  amiM  meet  in  the  bid  of  batde,  the  oldier 
who  laja  down  hia  arma  and  Mka  ita  qnaitai,  ia  enti- 
tled t«  hia  bfe;  and  the  aane  with  gatnaoDa  and 
wlwla  aiBUea;  if  tb«y  afEu  to  casiukte,  in  oaaea  of 
graU  aitremi^,  it  it  an  eataUiihed  prisieiple  of  the 
iawa  of  nations,  luUTeraally  acknowladgod  where  dTil- 
isation  preyaila,  tliat  their  livea  cannot  be  joatly  taken, 
nnlaaa  their  groia  yiolation  of  the  rale*  of  dvilized 
warfare  render  It  neccaaaiy  to  inflict  death  aa  a  pon- 
iahment  for  their  Crimea.  Bat  death,  in  auch  caaea, 
la  noTer  the  righteona  fate  of  nnraceeasfhl  war ;  mach 
leaa  are  peace^ile  dtiiena,  anarmed,  poraaing  tlteir 
tewltal  a*OG«tioDt,  anbject  to  death,  or  any  other  acta 
of  luiadtity  cakniated  to  injnre  tham,  eithot  m  their 
peraoaa  <n  effeeta ;  betaaae  aneh  cilitens  do  not  offer 
injury.  Bat,  from  thia  general  prlneipla  hod  onireT- 
hI  piacdee  among  Chriattan  natiana,  another  princi- 
^a  ariaea^  a*  oniveraally  acknowMgad  and  oqaally 
cenMoant  to  the  laws  of  nature  ^d  oaliona,  thai 
when  a  nation,  either  aavage  or  dTiliied,  departs  from 
Ihaae  raJea,  and  groaaly  violates  the  laws  of  nations 
and  of  hnmanitj,  retaliation,  or  repriiali,  are  always 


iliaUr 
teach  the  oSendets  to  respect  the  Iawa  of 
hnmani^,  and  to  save  the  eflosion  of  blood. 

In  waax  caaea,  where  the  gnilty  peraons  can  be  taken 
and  tdantified,  the  punishment  ought  to  fall  eiclosiTe- 
ly  upon  them.  Vet  reprisals  are  not,  neceaiarily,  even 
coanoBd  to  the  pcrsoDa  of  the  guil^  \  but  the  laws  of 
war  juatify  the  puniahraent  of  the  ofiending  nation. 
In  any  of  the  persona  of  tha  enemy.  Thia  nation,  OTSr 
regarding  mercy  as  her  delight,  luia  heretolbre  abstain- 
ed from  the  eierciae  of  this  power,  though  the  princi- 
ple was  lecogniaed  in  the  case  of  Cuitain  Asgill,  in 
tha  R«Tolutionaty  war,  and  by  President  Madison,  in 
which  it  Teceivodtheaonctionof  theLe^latuEs.in  the 
lata  war.  When  at  war  with  aaiagea,  who  respect  no 
rule,  and  are  goTerned  by  no  taws,  whose  lutown 
mede  of  warfare  ia  indiacriminate  murder  of  alt  a|Mti 
taxes,  and  conditiona,  it  ia  a  well  eetabUshed  print^e 
that  their  ciimoa  may  be  Unfolly  punished  in  the 
persona  of  an^  of  thair  people)  and  the  citiaensot  ai^ 
jecta  of  any  ciTilixad  nation,  by  engaging  in  their  war- 
fare, either  in  peraonal  hoalilily  or  by  iaatigating,  aid> 
ing,  and  abetting  them,  thereby  identi^ag  themaelTot 
with  the  savagea,  belong  to  tiieir  nation  during  (ha 
con^naance  of  each  engagements,  and  are,  by  the  tme 
and  scknonledgad  principfea  of  ttia  laws  of  natioai, 
subject  to  the  aame  treatment.  When  reprisals  shall 
be  made  by  inflicting  retaliatory  punishment  upon  Ivr- 
eigners.thos  identified  with  aavagea,  it  is  justifiaUe 
upon  the  prindple  of  rapriaata  atone,  and  not  becania 
they  become  outlawa  and  pirates ;  for  tha  Iawa  of  na- 
tiona  jnatify  the  citixana  or  nbjecta  of  one  nation  in' 
entering  tiie  aerrice  of  another  nation ;  and,  during 
■tidi  aerrice,  Ihey  are  conaidered  aa  parts  Of  the  nation 
which  they  aerve,  subject  to  the  aama  treatment,  in  all 
reapeets,  aa  if  tiiey  were  ila  natural  dtiian*  or  anhjecta. 

It  waa  upon  thia  princ^Ie  that  the  Har^nl*  de  La- 
fayette, Barona  Steuben  and  De  Kalb,  and  General 
EosdBsko,  entcrsd  the  American  service  in  the  &a«0- 
lutiooary  war,  which  waa  never  conaidered  aa  a  juat 
occaaion  ba  war,  by  Great  Britain,  against  Fianee, 
Prussia,  or  Poland ;  nor  yat  ai  a  cause  for  regarding 
them  in  the  character  of  outlaws  and  pirataa.  But, 
bad  tbeae  diatiogui^ied  men  fallen  into  the  handa  i^ 
Great  Britain,  the  Iawa  of  war  would  hare  entilled 
tham  to  the  same  tenderneaa,  and  aalyectad  them  to 
the  aame  conditioBs,  aa  native  AmMioans.  Tbe  aama 
princ^le  ia  equally  appHcable  to  tboae  who  enter  into 
die  aanice  of  the  saTagea. 

Tbe  nsivwaal  priadple  of  aavage  warfaraialieited 
by  thee  gianeial  praottM,  is  tbat«f  tbe  moat  crael  and 
agffanled  mordaf ;  not  only  of  tbair  a 
in  amsihot  alaoof  paaeefnlunaimeddti 
fbmates,  and  lender  iodaiUa.  If  inaMncea  have  been 
known  wherein  Ihay  sfared  4be  lifoa  of  peraeoa  falling 
their  power,  theea  inatance*  h«ie  bean  too  few  in 
iber,  compared  with  ~ 
committed,  deaolating  w 
ing  whole  garriaona,  to  give  an  opposite  character  te 
ttieir  general  praolice. 

The  deaolation  and  ruin  of  the  Wyoming  aettle- 
men^  in  the  Beralutionsi;  war,  and  Uw  recant  nua- 
aaetea  at  Fort  Hinma  on  die  riTer  Raidn,  in  perfect 
aoeordance  with  their  general  hiatoiy,  fi^  die  cooi- 
DMucement  of  oar  national  exiateBce,fomiahaaffiaient 
demonstration  of  ttiis  facL 

Alexander  Arbuthnol  waa  taken  as  a  rsndent  among 
the  aavagea,  with  whom  he  had  ]danti£ed  himaelf,  hr 
acting  aa  their  agent,  ezdting  them  to  the  war,  ud. 
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ins,  abetting,  anil  Bopplving  them  with  the  mem*  at 
dTrjing  it  OB.  Robert  G.  AmbruteriruUkaD  inthrir 
■ctDal  MTriee,  u  >  letdei  ind  commtDdaT  «f  Ihait 
fcncea ;  by  which,  m  well  ib  by  li^g,  abetting,  e«m- 
fbrting,  and  ■upfdjiog  them,  he  wm  alio  Idantified 
with  the  wvigea.  Agreeably  to  the*e  prind^i  of  die 
Urn  of  natieni,  the  committee  are  fiillj  of  opinion  that 
Oenaral  Jackcon,  ai  commandei  of  the  army,  had  the 
right  to  eierdae  upon  them  the  law  of  retaliation, 
widioDt  the  intervention  ufacDnrt  martial.  However 
cantiooaly  thii  rnh  «honld  be  exetciaed,  and  deairable 
aa  mercy  alwaTB  ia,  whenoTar  it  can  be  sierciied  with 
■afely,  thia  godlike  lirtuabuitaboonda,  beyond  whicb 
ita  exetciae  wonld  be  a  perveraion  of  jnatiGe ;  and  it  ia 
preramed  that  the  repeated  mnrdera  which  had  been 
committed  npon  onr  citiieni,  the  many  bloody  tn>- 
phiea  of  their  era  el  tisa  found  at  Mickaniky,  and  their 
permating  in  hoemity  againil  the  repeated  warninga 
and  threat*  which  had  been  held  ont  to  them,  bare  con- 
Tietion  to  the  mind  of  Qeseral  Jackaon,  that  the  eier- 
dae  of  the  law  of  retaliation  had  became  necaaaary  to 
the  fhtnre  aaftty  of  hia  fellow-dtiiena. 

But  be  choae  to  inbmit  the  caae  to  the  inveitigatiQn 
ukd  dcciaion  of  a  court  martial,  composed  of  diatin- 
goiahed  officera,  by  whom  Alexander  Aibuthnot  waa 
condemned  to  be  iHing,  which  aenlence  waa  confirm- 
ed and  execnteiL  B;  the  lame  tribunal  Robert  C. 
Ambiialet  wta,  in  Uie  firat  inalance,  condemned  to  be 
■hot ;  bat,  npon  raconaideration,  they  changed  the  aan- 
tence  to  that  of  coq>oral  puniahment  end  confinement  to 
hard  labor.  The  reconeideration  waa  diaapproved  by 
Qen  JackaoD,  and  thefirataenlence  confirm^  and  ex- 
ecuted. On  thit  laat  point  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  it  would  have  bean  more  rorreet  f^r  Qeneral 
Jackaon,  after  tabmitting  the  caae  to  a  court  martial, 
not  only  to  examine  ^lo  facta  ai  to  hia  guilt,  but  to  de- 
termine the  pnniahment  to  be  infiicled,  to  have  acqni- 
eaced  in  their  final  and  onlj  legal  dedaion  aa  a  coutL 
Bat  in  thta  the  cemmittee  are  aaliafied  that  General 
Jackaon  did  not  Iranacend  the  power  warranted  by  the 
Ittw*  of  retaliation — theprieoner'a  own  confeaaion,  and 
the  evidence  produced,  going  to  eatabliah  the  facta 
which  juatified  ita  application.  And  though  the  prin- 
dplea  of  national  law,  involved  in  thii  war,  would  have 
authoriied  a  more  exleorive  lacrifice,  even  on  theper- 
•ona  of  the  innocent,  jet  the  committee  deem  it  a  mat- 
ter of  greet  felicitation  that  puniahment  fell  upon  the 
guilty  alone;  and  that  tbe  object  la  effected  with  ao 
limited  en  example  ofjoitica.  Under  thii  view  of  the 
whole  entgect,  the  committee  can  diieovet  much  which 
merit*  a^Biwe,  and  little  that  deaerre*  eanaare;  and, 
from  the  mcalooltble  benefit*  reanhing  to  the  nation, 
fiom  the  faitfaliil  and  diatingniahed  aervioa*  of  General 
Jackaon,  end  the  officara  and  men  who  aerved  ander 
U*  command,  in  terminatiag  finally  the  Semlnola  war, 
are  of  opinion  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  thenka  of 
their  eoantry. 

Tbe  report  hsTiiig  been  read- 
Mr.  Cobb,  of  Ocorgia,  rose  lo  niike  a  motioD, 
tbe  object  of  which  wss  to  gire  to  the  report  of 
the  Military  Conmiittee,  aa  well  as  to  the  aabili- 
mte  preaanted  bf  a  member  of  that  committee,  a 
direction  which  ahould  ineure  to  it  a  discuaiion, 
as  full  n$  wag  deiired,  at  (be  present  leasion.  For 
this  purpose,  he  moved  lo  reier  tbem  tu  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  ihe  elate  of  the  Union, 
These  papeit,  he  said,  ioTolved  principlea  of  great 
Goosequence,  on  which  in  iiome  measure  depeod- 


ed,  aa  he  heliered,  (be  ebaracter  of  the  iiBtioB ; 

ihey  also  neeessaiilr  iDTolred  important  qtiea- 
tions  as  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  aa  lo  the  Con- 

iculion  of  onr  own  countrf,  and  ought  to  hare 

deliberate  cooeideration. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  was  as  desiroua  as  the 
genileman  fiom  Georgia  of  a  deliberate  disciu- 
aion  of  the  subject  of  these  reports;  but,  if  thef 
were  referred  to  a  Commillee  of  the  Whole  oa 
tbe  Biaie  of  the  Unioo,  a  motion  to  ^o  into  which 
was  always  in  order,  the  House  mi^ht  be  lakes 
by  surprise,  or  brought  into  the  discttssion  ca- 
tirely  withoai  notice,  at  the  motion  of  any  goi- 
ileman  who  wished  it.  He  therefore  wiabed  the 
papers  should  be  referred,  as  in  ordinary  caae*,  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stbotheb,  of  Virginia,  agreed,  with  the 
geDllemeo  who  had  preceded  him,  that  tbe  repMt . 
should  be  so  dispoaedof  as  to  instire  a  foil  exam- 
inatioa  of  its  merits.  The  anbjecL  he  said,  was 
one  of  considerable  interest  ana  exeitemeai, 
though  ha  was  not  under  (he  impression  that  it 
waa  one  of  great  magnitude,  nor  that  ii  carried 
in  its  bosom  (he  fate  of  the  nation,  as  the  ^enile- 
mso  from  Qeorgia  seemed  lo  suppose,  which  de- 
pended on  far  oiber  considerations.  The  best 
course  to  pursue  in  regard  (o  these  papers,  Hi. 
S.  thought,  woald  be  to  lay  tbem  on  the  table. 
Though  not  of  momentous  consequence,  he  said, 
yet  the  decision  on  Ihem  was  calculated  (o  im- 
pljcate  the  character,  and  perhaps  (he  happiness, 
of  the  illustrious  individual  wbose  proceedings  it 
was  proposed  (o  censure.  He  would.  In  regard 
lo  any  proposition  inrolring  the  happiness  or 
reputation  of  any  individual,  conspicuous  or  ob- 
scure, act  with  great  deliberation.  He  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  referring  (hia  matter  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  (he  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Unioa, 
(has  putting  it  in  the  power  of  any  iodiTidual  (o  i 
call  ii  up  when  be  pleased,  and  to  urecipttaic  tbt  | 
House  in(o  a  discussion  unadrisedly  and  napre- 
pared.  He  was  Cor  not  hastily  aotiag  «d  a  pio- 
posiiiou  to  censure  a  man  who  had  glrea  eelcwity 
10  the  arms  of  his  country,  and  thrown  a  brigliMr 
lustre  on  the  national  character. 

Mr.  PoiKDEZTEK,  of  Mississippi,  said  be  hoped 
that  the  House  would  never  agree  to  a  report,  ia 
affirming  which  the  House  vould  be  required  to 
forger  the  wrooss  inflicted  on  us  by  foreign  na- 
(ions,  to  overlooE  the  inhuman  deeiia  committed  i 
on  the  froader  of  Georgia,  and  to  turn  its  aitea- 
tioQ  to  (he  laudable  object  of  desiroying  the  rep- 
uiadoD  of  one  of  its  most  distinguished  cttixens. 
It  was  not  in  (he  point  of  riew  in  wbich  the  gen-  , 
lleman  from  Georgia  had  regarded  (be  question; 
it  was  not  from  any  regard  to  the  savages  tt 
Florida,  and  their  allies,  British  refugees  uA 
Spanish  agents,  or  from  a  wish  to  crush  (hat  maa 
by  the  slroog  arm  of  power — (bat  tnan  wbo  hai 
so  much  merited  (be  thanks  of  his  country,  thai 
he  wished  a  full  and  early  discussion  of  the  aah- 
jecl.  He  did  no(  wish  it,  he  said,  to  be  rdened 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  or  to  lie  oa  the 
table  and  be  forgolteo.  He  was  not  willing  that 
any  such  report  as  (ba(  from  the  Military  Corn- 
mi  ((ee,  calctila  led  to  ruin  the  repaiationof  a  mas 
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who  h>d  rendeted  so  signal  serricn  to  ih  coan- 
try,  should  be  oonaiderrd  as  lepreseDline  ibe 
opinion  of  this  House.  He  wu  nol  willing,  mere- 
fore,  Ibat  it  should  Temain  for  a  EaomenE  on  Iho 
table,  bat  shoold  andergo  a  fntt  discnseion  as 
early  as  practicable ;  which  woali  be  insured  hj 
referring  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  UDion. 

Mr.  Mebobb,  of  Virginia,  while  he  congratu- 
lated (he  House  on  the  dignified  report  which  the 
Military  Commitiee  had  presented  to  them,  was 
disposed,  in  the  proceedinzs  on  this  subject,  lo 
act  with  all  necessary  ddiberaiion.  Toe  only 
objection  be  had  heard  to  tbe  proposition  lo  refer 
the  sabject  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  tbe  Union,  was.  that  it  might  be  called 
up  at  any  lime;  ibis  objection,  he  said,  might  be 
.  eat ii^y  obviated  b;r  Darning  a  day  when  it  should 
be  called  up;  and,  if  a  day  were  not  named,  tbe 
House  would  always  hare  it  in  its  power,  if  it 
ehoae,  to  refuse  lo  go  into  Committee  if  moved 
for  at  too  early  a  (fay.  He  should  deplore,  Mr. 
M.  said,  perhaps  more  than  any  member  of  tbe 
House,  ihat  this  should  be  referred  to  an  ordinary 
Commitiee  of  the  Whole,  and  that  the  whole 
session  should  pass  off  withonl  aa  expression,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  of  its  opinion  on  this  sob- 
jeet.  With  respect  10  the  character  of  General 
Jackson,  thoush  he  wonld  not  unnecessarily  ar- 
r*ign  ii,Mr.U.said,helooked,  in  the  view  which 
he  look  of  the  importance  of  this  qoestion,  to 
higher  objects — to  the  character  of  this  House 
and  of  this  nation.  ' 

Mr.  Shttb,  of  Virginia,  hoped  that  the  motion 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  prevail. 
He  presumed  that  the  gentlemen  adverse  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson  were  none  of  them  desitons  of  pre- 
cipitating the  disCDSsioo,  or  taking  any  advantage, 
by  surprise,  of  those  who  approved  of  his  condact. 
He  sDppoEed  that  by  Monday  next  everjr  gentle- 
man who  desired  to  take  a  p«rt  in  the  discussion 
would  be  preparedj  and  that  that  day  would  be 
agreed  on.  He  said  he  should,  when  the  discus- 
sion came  on,  attempt  to  dhow  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  General  Jackson  were  justifiable  by 
the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  DioHA,  of  Eentoeky,  wished  tbe  papers  to 
lie  dn  the  table,  that  the  members  of  the  House 
might  have  an  opportQnity  of  examining  them; 
but,  if  referred  to  any  committee  of  the  House, 
he  wished  the  gnbstitute  as  well  as  the  report  to 
be  referred— and  that,  in  their  publication,  they 
might  go  together,  that  the  world  should  see  and 
understand  the  views  of  both  aides  of  the  House. 
Mi.  Johkson,  of  Kentockv,  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  a  concurrence,  on  all  sides  of  tbe  House, 
in  the  commitment  of  the  report  and  the  ameod- 
menl  to  a  committee,  as  proposed.  If  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  Speaker  might  wish  10  par- 
ticipate in  the  debate,  he  should  approve  of  that 
course.  The  sabject  had  excited  considerable 
sensation,  and  he  hoped  every  opportunity  would 
be  given  to  members,  on  all  sides  of  ihe  Hovae, 
to  express  their  opinions.  To  debate  it  now  was 
to  take  up  tbe  time  of  the  House  to  no  nsefnl 
purpose  whatever. 


After  some  further  remarks  fromHessrs.FLOTDt 
Cobb,  and  Stbotbbb,  in  support  of  tbeir  respec- 
tive omnioDs,  and  some  eeuversation  on  a  poiat 
of  order,  the  question  on  referring  ibe  report  of 
the  Military  Commitiee  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  tbe  Union  was  carried 
without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Debha,  the  paper  offered  by 
Mr.  JoBHBOH,  of  Kentucky,  as  a  substitute,  was 
then  referred  to  the  same  committee ;  and 

Mr.  TA1.1.MADQE  eave  notice  that,  if  bo  one  else 
did,  he  should,  on  Mondar  next,  roove  to  go  iBto 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  subject. 
MILITART  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  tuppoti 
of  (be  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1819, 
was  read  the  third  lime;  and  the  question  on  its 
passage  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the 
affirmative,  by  a  vote  of  1D7  to  57,  as  follows : 

TiA*— HeMTS.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Pennsjitsnia, 
Anderson  uf  Kentacli;,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bate- 
man,  Btjley,  Beecher,  BliKnnBeld,  Boss,  Butler  Ot 
New  Hunpebire,  Bntler  of  LooiaiaQa,  Campbell,  Cla- 


H■]^  HsU  of  Delaware,  Hall  at  North  Carolini,  Hai^ 
riiMi,  Haabronck,  Hendricks,  Herbert  JlnkineT,  Her- 
ridc,  Heister.  Hitchcoek,  Holmes,  HopUneon,  Hoetet- 
ter,  Hubbard,  Bnntcr,  Irring  of  New  Tork,  Johnsoii 
of  Kentucky,  Jonai,  Kiniaj,  Ktrtland,  Lawyer,  Lin- 
oolu,  Lima,  Lklle,  Livermore,  Lewndea,  HsI^im  of 
Ddawue,  McLean  of  DliiMns,  W.  P.  Macky,  Kar- 
chand,  Harr,  Maami  of  MaaMwhaaelts.  Mercer,  Mid- 
dletou,  HUUr,  Robert  Moeie,  SamBel  Moore,  Moiton, 
Murray,  Nesbitt,  Newton,  Ogdeo,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Par- 
Tott,  PattcTMin,  FawliDg,  Peter,  Pindall,  Porter,  Qnadai, 
Rich,  Robertaon,  Rogers  Rogglee,  SevatOi  Sawyer, 
Schn;ler,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seybart,  Silsbee,  B.  Smith, 
B.  Bmitb,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stein,  Strether,  Btuart  id 
Maryland,  Tallmadge,  Terr,  Tavlor,  Terrell,  Terry, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginii,  Walker  of  Eeotnt^, 
Wallaoe,  Weeterio,  Whiteride,  Wilkin,  Wiben  of 
MaaeaAoaelti,  and  Wibon  of  Petmiylvenia. 

Niv*— Meeir*.  Adams,  AUen  of  Maasa<l)u«ette,BaU, 
Baibour  of  Virginia,  Beasetl,  Bellinfer,  TIbbbsH. 
Blennt,  Boden,  Bnrwell,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Orager, 


Coy,  Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Menill,  Hills.  J.  HeboB, 
H.  Nelson,  T.  H.  Nelson,  Pegram,  Fitkiii,  PleaaaBle, 
Poindezter,  Keed,  Rhea,  Rice,  Bicharda,  Rioggold, 
Bsmpson,  Bcudder,  Shaw,  Sherwood,  Slocnmb,  J.  8. 
Smilb,  Southard,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Strong, 
Tampkins,  Towniend,  Tncker  of  Booth  CaroliiM, 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
Conneeticnt,  Williams  of  New  fork,  and  Williema  of 
North  Carolina. 

[Tbe  ground  of  the  opposition  to  this  bill  is  the 
clause  it  contains,  specifically  appropriating  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  extra  pay  for  tbe  soldiers' 
work  in  the  repairs  and  construction  of  roads; 
this  provision  beinr  considered  to  involve  the 
principle  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  the 
General  Government  [o  make  roads  wiibia  the 
several  States.  Had  this  ctaase  been  excepted, 
it  is  supposed  the  bill  wonld  hare  passed  nem. 
con.'} 
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JUUTART  SSTABUSHMENT. 

The  HouM  iheQ  reaolfsd  iurif  iaio  m  Cwn- 
BiUes  of  the  Whelt  «■  tbe  bill  "  aujwciiiig  the 
MiliUff  BMablixkmeDL" 

[The/!n<  leetioo  pronoMa  to  add  u>  ibe  corps 
of  mgiDMrB  one  Bnnoier  Qcnenl,  one  Liea- 
tenaat  Colonel,  two  MBJurs,  iwo  Captaioa,  foui 
'  Plni  and  four  Seoond  CieutensatB ;  and  lo  give 
tbe  iSBie  pay  and  eotolBmeDls  to  that  corps  as  to 
those  of  loe  eoros  of  ordnaoce.  Tbe  aectmd  sec- 
tion provides  ibat  the  corps  of  beavr  ariillerp 
(hall  consist  of  four  r^imenls,  and  «f  foar  addi- 
tional Celonets,  and  (bat  promotion  intbal  corps 
sbalL  be  fOTerned  bf  tbe  s^ne'i'nLe  as  ^n  the  in- 
fantif.  Tbe  third  section  proviiles  (hat  tbe 
CtaiTlemasiei's  department  abalt,  besides  tbe 
chief  of  tbat  department,  consist  of  six  Majors 
and  two  Captains.  The  Jburtk  see (ionpro Tides 
that,  in  ease  of  allonance  by  law  to  officers  for 
servants  and  forage,  certificates  of  tbe  servants 
bating  been  etnploved,  and  tbe  forage  used,  shall 
not  be  required.  The  ^h  section  provides  the 
pay  of  the  Cotamissaiv  Qeneial,  qnd  authorizes 
tke  addition,  to  the  efficcis  uikder  him.of  two 
,D<^(y  CtKOOiissaries,  takfin  from  tbe  line,  with 
the  rank  asd  pay  of  Majors  of  Otdpance.  Tbe 
aa*t&  iwlMMLrropDacs  (o  allevr  tbe  Surgecn  Oea- 
«lftl  tbetantlfftyutbe  Ut«  pbj^cian  and  aur- 
t(0ni  geDenl,  and  in  a  siDall  dcgtM  caiaes  tbe 
-oMnpaBaalion  of  leginMntalawi  pMt  surseoBi. 
BeMion  MMn  pravjdea  for  (be  prnilage  of  Traak- 
ingtatbe  beads  of  the  Staff  depart mentB,  and 
allowa  (wo  clerks  to  eaob  of  (be  offieei  of  Chief 
of  BaciDeers  and  of  Ordnaaoe,  of  the  Commis- 
sat'y  «f  Sabeistenee,  and  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment.] 

M^.'  Wii-UAiia,  of  HoriJi  Carolioa,  with  .& 
wish  U  try  tbe  prtni;iple  of  ibe  bill,  io  w)uch  be 
.KIW  wholly  opMsed,  moved  lo  strike  oat  tbe  tirei 
aeetion  of  the  bill. 

On  the  angmtiQii  of  Mr.  Johmmr  of  Ecu- 
tDcby,  a  leM^Eomi  tbe  Sccretuy  of  War  to  ttkt 
UUiiary  ComnUtae  was  taad,  iteomauBiuling 
tk«  adoption  of  (be  pravisioas  of  the  bilL  aa  ne- 
snsaty  to  eqaalke  tbe  sUndiog  of  difareal 
«WM,aDd  for  tbe  purpose  lOf  eaCimiog  econooty 
in  the  pablie  «ipeBditar«. 

Mf.  Dhha  sappoKed  the  motien  of  Mr.  W|L- 
liAilB,and  went  into  an  esamiQalion,  section  by 
lection,  of  tbe  provisiaos  of  the  bill,  which  be 
dis^ltproved  as  generally  annecessary,  hut  some 
parli  of  them,  more  so  than  others.  He  particu- 
larly denied  that  economy  would  be  promot«d 
by  abillwhicb  proposed  M>  great  jtn  iocreaseof 
expenditure. 

Mr.  JoBKBOH,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  he 
was  always  anxious  to  satisfy  tbe  inquiries  of 
any  gendeman  on  every  subject  which  bad  been 
investigated  by  tbe  military  committee,  and  by 
tkemrepi 


I  tbe  army,  in  ixifeiit  hatmoay  vkb  ibaaenegil 
system  already  eMaUishad,  it  is  betieved,  will 
prove  bigbly  beneficial  in  eSNting  tbe  obiee[ 
;  con(emplaied,  by  pwducing  the  higfacil  dearce 
of  responsibility.  Heretofore  the  law*  of^the 
United  Slates,  in  relation  to  the  Military  Eiub- 
lishmear,  bave  cfiaciually  imposed  responsibility 
upon  agemt  employed  for  the  disbursemeat  of 
money,  while  they  bave  in  a  great maature  fail- 
ed to  cany  tbat  reiponsibility  to  the  acticlra  pur- 
chased. The  bill  regalatiog  the  att^  passed  at 
tbe  last  session,  iatiodaeed  the  principle  upon  the 
present  system.  Tbe  experience  of  one  year  bas 
proved  its  utility,  but  disclosed  imperfections  in 
Its  detail,  which  the  present  bill  is  designed  (o 
correct.  Tbe  various  braacbes  of  the  staff  de- 
partment are  placed  under  the  direction  of  rata 
highly  distinguished  for  boner,  honesty,  indus- 
try, economy,  capacity,  aqd  experience.  The 
present  bill  goes  to  effect  (be  object  of  imposing 
upon  (bem  (liat  rigid  responsibility  for  property 
Iniruiletl  lo  thtm,  which  will  not  only  secure  the 
proper  application  of  the  more  costly  articles  of 
military  equipment,  such  as  cannon  and  smMll 
arms,  but  lo  render  ibem  accountable  for  every 
cartridge,  flint,  and  screw ;  and  if  tbe  perfecting 
of  (hi*  system  will  incur  a  direct  expense  to  the 
country  of  a  few  thousand  dollars,  ii  ia  reduced 
to  an  absolute  ceiuiaty  that  it  will  prove  ulti- 
mately of  a  gieat  saving,  probably  in  a  more  t ban 
tenfold  ratio  to  the  expense.  In  vain,  saidMr.]., 
shall  large  sunu  of  money  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  ordnance  stores,  quarlermaaters' 
stores,  oonuaisaary  stores,  and  medioal  stores, 
nnless  this  property  aba  11  be  preserved  uninjurad, 
and  applied  exclusivelv  lo  tbe  public  aeiriiK. 
.Many  tooiuands  of  dollars,  during  the  late  war, 
and  even  before  that  patiod,  were  lost,  forerei 
lost  to  [he  nation,  for  want  of  this  system. 

The  geatienaa  from  New  York,  said  Mr.  J., 
has  exiuessed  an  anxiety  to  know  why  we  retain 
in  service  such  a  large  pTopor[ioB  of  officer*,  for 
(he  military  peace  establishment,  oompared  wi|h 
(be  rankand  file  of  the  army?  In  reducing  tbe 
war  to  tbe  peace  establishment,  it  nill  be  reool- 
lecied  that  we  retained  only  tbe  uiual  number  »f 
officers  to  eaeh  company,  battalion, and  regiment, 
and  it  is  not  known  (bat  any  supernumeraries  are 
retained.  Bxperience  bas  pointed  out  a  cariaMi 
organization,  in  which  no  radical  chance  has  besa 
introduced;  no  increase  of  officeis  M  tbe  raidc 
and  file  of  tbe  armr  bas  takan  place.  Ttte  sutff 
is  independent  af  the  rank  and  file,  and  sboald 
always  be  so  organiied  as  that  a  war  would  efiect 
no  derangement  or  «mbarrassmeal  in  the  system. 
The  experience  and  extensive  knowledga  of  that 
gentlaotan,  upon  a  moment's  rejection,  will  stw- 
gest  (o  him  toat  the  staff  of  the  army  mustoe 
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ml  ftQUtier  isaeceawrily  embt«ced  by  the  mili- 
UiT  dejHuiment  of  the  GoTernment ;  aod  such 
potts  hare  been  and  *re  abom  <o  be  establiEhedaa 
will  Dot  only  secure  as  fxota  ioYatioa  and  preda- 
tory incaraiaas,  but  which  give  practical  demon- 
■tratJoaof  the  power  and  utiJity  of  the  War  De- 
partment, under  judicions  and  faithful  manage- 
ment. It  waa  upon  this  principle  that  the  United 
Btatea  retained  ten  thouBand  meo,  rcLDk  and  file, 
independent  of  the  sta?  irf  the  army,  the  general 
ilafl)  (be  otdnance  department,  the  engineers,  ibe 
national  armories,  and  the  military  academy. 
The  daties  of  the  itaff  embrace  also  the  prepara- 
tions made  in  tune  of  peace,  for  defence,  in  per- 
manent works,  fortifications,  areenala,  magazines, 
and  military  stores  of  all  descriplioas,  in  every 
part  of  this  vast  and  {rowing  Repnblic,  and  a 
sadden  increase  of  our  military  force  to  firty  or  a 
hondted  thousand  men  would  require  no  other 
increase  of  the  staff  of  the  army  than  such  offi- 
cers as  would  be. attached  to  each  carps  for  the 
duties  of  the  camp  and  the  field.  Without  this 
genetal  and  permanent  stall)  we  should  experience 
gireal  disorder,  evea  in  lime  of  prace ;  and  in  the 
event  of  war,  complete  derangement, and  coii- 
fasioD. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides,  said  Mr. 
J.,  for  an  increase  of  the  number  of  officers  of  the 


utility  of  tbia  measure  will  aopear  obvious  to  the 
Committee,  if  gentlemen  will  take  into  consider- 
ation the  Tait  iiapottauce  of  that  cordis,  their  la- 
borious eer  vices,  and  the  benefit  derived  to  the 
country  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  t hair  du- 
ties. It  must  always  be  composed  of  scieaiiSc 
officers.  Their  duty  embraces  a  military  survey 
of  the  whole  United  States.  No  nation  should 
be  destitute  of  the  most  intimate  knowledge  of  its 
own  territory,  its-  vulnerable  points,  its  strong- 
holds, and  everything  necessary  to  prepare  it  for 
defence  in  every  quarter  j  and  no  nation  can  pos- 
■eta  this  knowledge  in  such  a  degree  as  to  be  able 
stall  times  to  make  the  most  advantageous  ar- 
TftDf  ements,  witholil  an  able  and  well  organized 
engineer  corps.  Thejr  have  been  advantageously 
employed  for  some  time  past  in  surveying  the 
aeaboard,  and  are  now  extending  their  views  to 
the  rivers  atid  lakes ;  and  it  is  contemphted  to 
employ  them  upon  the  vraters  of  our  Western 
frontier,  where  their  services  ate  highly  impor- 
tant at  the  present  lime.  But  the  present  number 
is  found  quite  ioadeqaate  to  the  duties  required. 
The  prospect  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  to  the 
country  Irom  tbeir  services  is  truly  flattering^  if 
tbia  provision  of  this  bill  shall  meet  the  sanction 
of  tae  Legislature.  In  addition  to  the  military 
advantages  which  constilnle  the  leading  object 
of  tfae  measure,  they  wilt  furnish  information  to 
the  civil  department,  for  roads,  canals,  bridges, 
and  such  other  Improvements  as  shall  become 
objects  of  public  attention,  either  to  the  Qenetal 
QovernmenI  or  to  State  authorities.  Tbeir  di^ 
eoveries  will  tend  to  disclose  the  hidden  treasures 
of  the  New  World.  Their  researches  will  ad. 
vaace  the  kaovledge  of  the  natural  history  of  the 


United  State*;  give  oa  a  mote  exieDsireieqaaint- 
BDCe  with  the  geography  of  our  own  country, 
which  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  eonlinne  to  eztead 
this  useful  and  necessary  branch  of, knowledge, 
till  we  become  lamiiiarfy  acquainted  with  ine 
regions  of  the  Rocky  Mountauis,  in  the  wilder- 
ness -of  the  West.  While  thus  enriching  the  na- 
tion with  the  knowledge  of  its  own  territories, 
their  services  wilt  prove  eBsentjally  beneficial,  in 
polntins  out  from  time  to  time  the  most  suitable 
loints  for  military  establishments,  to  secure  us 
rom  the  inflaeace  of  foreign  emiasaries  upon  the 
Indian  tribes  within  cur  limits,  to  protect  from 
depredation  our  frontier  settlements,  so  rapidly 
extendioir  by  clouds  of  emisrants  from  the  over- 
flowing Stales  of  New  England,  who  seek  in  the 
Western  wilderness  comfortable  abodes  for  them- 
selves and  iheir  poaietity. 

The  modificaluin  proposed  by  the  bill  in  the 
QiUattermaster'a  department,  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  deputy  qnartermasters  general,  from 
iwo  to  six,  with  the  rank  and  emotutuem  of  ma- 
jors of  infantry  ;  and  to  reduce  theassistants  from 
sixteen  to  twelvej  whose  rank  aod  pay  are  equal 
--•  that  of  captatns  in  the  infantry.  This  will 
luse  a  smajl  increase  of  direct  expense  to  what 
□ow  incurred  under  the  present  system,  bat 
ill  still  fall  very  iar  below  the  expense  incarred 
ander  the  former  system.  Before  the  present  ar- 
rangement^ the  annqal  expense  of  this  corps  was 
27,096  dollars ;  under  the  present  system,  it  is 
only  13,068  dollars,  and  with  the  proposed  modi- 
ficaiion  it  wilt  not  exceed  17,000  dollars.  Expe- 
rience has  sugigested  the  necessity  of  this  modifi- 
cation. In  the  important  branch  of  public  ex-  . 
penditore  confided  to  this  department,  the  inter- 
est of  the  nation  requires  that  men  of  capacity  . 
and  experience  in  business  should  be  empuiyed; 
and  it  is  found  that  the  mere^ay  and  emoluments 
of  a  captain  are  not  sufficient  inducements  to 
command  the  services  of  such  men  as  ought  to  . 
be  employed  at  Ibe  most  important  points,  on 
whom  such  high  responsibitilv  devolves,  and  on 
whose  ability  so  much  depenas. 

The  bilL  said  Mr.  J.,  goes  lo  provide  a  direct 
increase  of  pa?  to  the  medical  staff;  the  necessity 
of  which  is  also  founded  npon  experience.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  lo  touch  upon  the  importance 
to  the  whole  army  of  this  branch,  and  the  utility 
of  its  commanding  the  service  of  scientific  and 
skilful  praclitioners.  Unless  some  further  in- 
ducements shall  be  held  forth,  to  retain  in  the 
service  such  men  of  the  medical  profession  as  are 
calculated  for  real  usefulness,  the  army  wilt  be 
continuallv  suffering  from  resignations  and 
changea  of  the  most  injurious  kind.  The  present 
system  is  calculated  to  prevent  untaught,  pre- 
tended physicians  from  obtaining  appointments; 
but  the  compensation  allowed  is  not  sufficient  to 
invite  their  continuance,  after  a  sufficient  expe- 
rience to  enable  them  to  pursue  a  private  practice 
to  advantage.  It  is  well  known  that  the  most 
learned  of  that  highly  respectable  profession  re- 
quire a  series  of  practice  to  render  them  highly 
useful,  either  in  the  army  or  to  the  communiiy  j 
and,  owing  lo  the  inadequacy  of  the  compensa- 
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'  tioD,  resi^ition*  are  Iwcome  so  freqaenl  that  it 
seems  as  if  the  army  were  onlf  designed  for  ihe 
first  school  of  expenence,  end  with  do  other  beo- 
efit  than  to  supply  the  couotrj  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  expetieoced  practitioaeta  in  medicine 
and  sargery.  The  health  at  the  army  it  vitally 
important  to  all  its  objects  ;  and  it  is  out  just  to 
the  luldier,  as  well  as  beneBcial  to  tbe  country, 
that  the  medical  department  should  be  well  ar* 
ranged  and  well  sQpplJed.  To  induce  a  coniin- 
uance  in  the  seiriee,  after  qnaliSed  by  experience 
for  greater  asefnlness,  it  is  now  proposed  to  allow 
a  small  increase  of  pay  after  a  certain  period  of 
faithful  service;  which  increase  will  be  of  no 
considerable  account  to  the  United  States,  bat 
will  probably  prore  an  evenlnal  saviag  of  many 
thousands  of  dollars  beyond  the  direct  amount  of 
expense.  The  frequent  resignatioas  which  bare 
taken  place  i&  the  medical  staff  have  rendered  it 
ttecessaty  often  to  employ  citizen  physicians, 
iQTolviDg  an  expense  considerably  beyond  the 
amannl  of  the  additional  pay  now  proposed ;  so 
that  itis  confidently  believed  the  proposed  modi- 
fication unites  the  roost  perfect  economy  with  the 
best  service  to  the  coaniry.  Other  parts  of  tbe 
bill,  Mr.  J.  said,  would  scarcely  need  explanation, 
and  he  would  not  detain  the  Committee  by  going 
over  them  ;  but,  if  any  gentleman  should  desire 
It,  when  they  were  taken  up  by  sections  he  would 
willingly  give  any  infoimation  within  his  power. 
The  leading  object  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  J.,  is  to 
combine  economy  with  utility,  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent,  so  that  one  shall  not  overpower 
tbe  other ;  but  that  both  may  harmonize  m  the 
advancement  of  the  interest  and  safety  of  tbe 
nation. 

Mr.  CotJiTOH,  of  Virginia,  was  in  favor  of  tbe 
recommitment  of  the  bill  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, with  a  view  to  examine  into  tbe  practi- 
cability of  effecting  some  reduction  in  the  Staff 
of  the  Army.  He  acknowledged  that  an  increase 
might  be  necessary  in  some  of  the  departments 
of  the  Army,  bnt  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  cor- 
respoodent  reduction  in  others  could  and  ought 
to  be  made. 

Mr.  Harbibom,  of  Ohio,  supported  the  views 
which  Mr.  Jobrsok  had  taken  of  the  bill,  and 
elucidated,  by  various  facts  and  arguments,  the 
expediency  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Desha  acknowledged  that  he  had  been 
rather  inaitenlive  to  Ihe  principles  of  the  bill,  but 
when  he  heard  his  colleague  (Mr.  Johnboh)  say 
that  il  was  calculated  to  economixe,  the  expres- 
sion ronsed  him— believing  that  that  gentleman, 
in  consequence  of  his  extreme  liberality  in  rela- 
tion to  Ihe  military,  (arising  from  the  natural 
goodnen  of  his  heart,)  had  measurably  laid  aside 
the  word  economy.  He  therefore  had  requested 
time  10  examine  tbe  provisions  of  the  bill  mure 
particularly,  and  he  now,  without  hesitation,  pro- 
nounced the  substance  of  every  section  of  the  bill 
to  be  Ihe  reverse  of  economy.  Mr.  D.  said  he 
would  KO  through  the  bill  section  by  section,  ei> 
amine  its  provisions,  and  altend  to  their  bearings ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  he  could  convince  tbe 
House  that  it  ought  not  to  paw.    The  first  sec- 


tion related  to  the  corps  of  ennneers ;  the  corpt 
as  it  now  stands  consisted,  he  believed,  of  twenty- 
two  officers,  that  is,  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  two  majors,  six  captains,  six  Grtt  and 
six  second  lieutenants.  The  duty  of  the  engi- 
neers IS  to  fix  on  eligible  sites  for  erecting  batte- 
ries, or  fortifications,  Jlirect  their  construction, 
and  to  direct  the  artillery;  heknewit  wasimport- 
ant  to  have  skilful  engineers,  and  it  is  acknowl- 
edged the  present  engineers  were  of  that  charac- 
ter, and  he  believed  Ihe  number  amply  sufficient. 
He  contended  that  batteries  or  fortifications  was 
not  the  defence  we  rely  on ;  yon  roust  rely  for 
defence  on  tbe  yeomanrv  of  the  country,  it  ti 
their  activity  and  zeal  in  tne  cause  of  liberty,  Ihai 
will  deter  foreign  despots  from  attacking  you,  or 
encroaching  on  your  rights ;  yet  a  fewTortifica- 
tioas  may  be  necessary,  and  how  many  will  yoa 
want  to  erect  in  a  season,  certalnlv  not  more  than 
five  or  six ;  one  skilful  engineer  will  only  be  want- 
ing to  fix  on  the  site  of  a  fortification,  and  aoper- 
intend  its  construction.  Tou  will  want,  perhaps, 
three  or  four  topographical  engineers  to  be  en- 
gaged in  sUTVeyingand  examining  your  coasts  and 
waters ;  ihen  you  still  may  bare  about  one  half  on 
furlough,  independent  of  ibennmber  necessary  to 
superintend  the  Military  Academy.  Ton  coa- 
template  by  Ibis  bill,  adding  fourteen  to  the  pret- 
eal  number;  that  is,  one  Brigadier  general,  one 
lieutenant- colonel,  two  majors,  twocapiaiua,  font 
first  and  four  second  lieutenants.  And  what  do 
you  want  wilh  a  brigadier  geaeral  to  command 
thirty-five  men  dispersed  over  tbe  country, aa  they 
must  be,  if  they  are  employed  in  the  line  of  their 
duty?  In  addition  to  this,  the  bill  coniemplataa 
giving  to  the  corps  the  same  pav  and  eraolnmenU 
that  you  give  the  corps  of  otanance,  which  if 
raising  the  pay  nearly  one-fourth.  This  is  econ- 
omizing with  a  vengeance  to  it  I 

Tbe  second  section  contemplates  organizing 
the  corps  of  heavy  artillery  into  raiments,  in- 
stead of  battalions,  as  it  now  stands.  He  reed- 
lected  ihe  arguments  in  favor  of  forming  the  ar- 
tillery into  battalions  were,  that  in  consequence 
of  their  being  dispersed  over  the  country,  so  that 
there  would  not  be  even  a  major's  eommaad  at 
any  one  point|  there  was  no  necessity  of  forcaing 
them  into  regiments;  will  not  the  same  reason 
bold  good  now ;  are  they  not  more  dispersed  now, 
than  they  were  at  the  time  of  their  organization 
into  battalions?  They  certainly  are;  because 
vour  posts  have  been  increased,  you  scarcely  will 
have  at  any  one  post  more  than  a  captain's  cob- 
mand :  then,  he  asked,  where  is  tbe  necessity  of 
reorganizing  Ihem  into  regiments,  anless  It  is  to 
make  room  for  more  officers,  and  that  of  a  higher 
grade  1  The  bill  contemplates  adding  four  colo- 
nels to  Ihe  corps.  You  have  now  in  the  corps  of 
heavy  artillery,  agreeable  to  the  last  Army  Regis- 
ter, four  lieutenant  colonels,  four  majors,  ibtrty 
captains,  thirty-two  first  lieutenants  sixty-foar 
second  lieutenants,  and  fifteen  third  (lentenaais, 
making  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  officers.  Is 
not  this  number  amply  Eufficieni?  He  thought 
more  than  sufficient:  but  now  yon  are  aboni  (o 
add  more  officers  of  a  higher  grad*,  and  we  an 
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UAA  thu  u  Monomizing.  He  uid,  by  thii  kiad 
of  Mononny  the  people  woaM  Moa  have  empty 
pocket*. 

Tb«  third  ■eciion  relates  to  the  Q,UBTteimuter'« 
department,  tad  perhaps  ii  as  liiUe  objectionable 
u  aojr  part  of  the  bill ;  bnl  tbii  is  so  Tar  from  go- 
ing on  the  principles  of  economy,  that  it  raises 
the  pay  of  all  the  officers  aliached  to  the  depart- 
ment nearly  one-fourth  higher  than  it  is  al  pres- 
ent— by  making  (be  pay  and  emoluments  of  the 
officers  of  the  corps  the  same  as  (he  officers  of  the 
corps  of  ordnance  of  equal  grade.  As  the  law 
now  standi,  officers  of  ibe  army  are  hound  (o  make 
it  appear  (bat  ihey  actually  kept  the  servaats 
tbey  are  allowed  in  seiTiee,  before  they  could  le- 
eeiTe  pay  for  themj  but,  by  the  fourth  section  of 
this  bill,  they  are  not  boand  to  give  a  certificate, 
eoosequeotly  it  is  now  considered  as  an  emolu- 
ment attached  to  offiee.  According  to  existing 
regulations,  a  major  general  is  entitled  to  four 
Mtrmnts,  and  a  brigadier  to  three;  if  this  bill 
passes,  one  servant  will  probably  be  kept  by  eachj 
then  yoD  add  twenty-four  dollars  to  the  pay  of 
the  mnjor  general  and  sixteen  to  the  brigadier. 
i^Creenble  to  the  existing  law,  officers  who  exer- 
cise their  fanctioDS  on  horseback,  are  entitled 
to  a  certain   number    of  horses,  according    to 

);rade,  and  are  allowed  eight  dollars  per  month 
br  forage  for  each  horse,  out  gets  pay  for  none 
only  those  he  actually  keeps  in  service,  and  is 
bound  U)  certify  lo  the  numlwr  kept.  Agreeable 
to  this  seciion,  Ibe  officer  is  not  to  certify  tu  (he 
niimbcr  of  horses  actually  kept  in  service,  which 
is  also  to  be  considered  aa  an  emolument  aliach- 
ed to  office.  Agreeable  to  existing  regulations, 
a  major  general  is  allowed  seven  horses,  a  biigm- 
diet  general  five,  a  colonel  four,  and  other  officer* 
according  to  grade;  neither  of  iboae  officers  wUl 
require  more  than  two  horses  in  time  of  peace- 


then  there  is  thirty  dollars  more  added  to  the  pa; 
of  the  major  general;  this,  with  the  t  went  y-fou 
in  the  case  of  the  servants,  makes  fifty-four  dol- 


lars per  month;  add  this  to  the  (wo  hundred  dol- 
lars, his  monthly  pay,  and  it  makes  two  hundred 
antl  fifty-four  doUar*  per  month— «Dd  so  on  to 
other  officers,  according  lo  grade,  and  still  my 
colleagne  says  this  bill  is  economizing. 

The  fifth  section  relates  lo  the  Commissary's 
department.  I  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
this  measure  last  session,  not  thai  I  was  pleased 
wilh  the  contract  system,  as  I  knew  it  had  de- 
fects, but  I  believed  it  might  have  been  so  amend- 
ed as  to  have  been  a  cheaper  mode  of  supplying 
the  Army,  and  equally  safe  as  to  certainty  of 
supplies  in  time  of  peace,  than  the  one  adopted  ; 
which,  it  appears,  as  I  anticipated,  will  not  an- 
swer well  wiihoni  bolstering,  but  as  ii  is  shortly 
to  go  into  operation,  I  am  willing  that  it  should 
have  the  necessary  props,  if  they  are  not  of  too 
ezpeosive  a  character,  agreeable  to  the  law  as 
it  standi,  exclusive  of  the  head  of  the  deparl- 
ntent.  The  President  of  the  United  Slates  has 
the  power  of  appointing  as  many  assistant  com- 
missaries aa  he  maV  think  proper,  who  are  to  be 
lakea  from  the  subalterns  of  the  line,  with  twenty 
dollars  per  month  addition  to  their  pay  in  the 


line.  This  hilt  coiXeinplales  appoiating,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  officers  now  authorized,  two  deputy 
commissaries,  with  the  brevet  rank,  and  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  majors  of  ordnance,  and  al- 
lowing (he  numerous  assistants  that  will  neces- 
sarily be  wanting  to  be  taken  from  the  citizens, 
with  the  pay  of  fifi^  dollars  per  month,  and  two 
rations  per  dav  which  makes  (he  pay  equal  to 
sixty-two  dollars  per  moaih.  He  believed  ih« 
system  at  first  to  be  an  expensive  and  improvi- 
dent one,  and  he  had  yet  seen  no  cause  to  cuanga 
his  opinion.  If  (bis  is  adopted,  it  will  be  abuoa- 
aatly  mote  expensive;  yet  we  are  told  that  the 
whole  billies  on  the  principles  of  eomomy; 
and  in  addition  to  the  officers  be  had  mentioned, 
the  head  of  the  department  is  U  be  a  brigadier 
instead  of  a  coIoneL 

The  sixth  secdon  relates  to  the  surgeons  of  the 
Army.  A  regimen(al  surgeon  is  now  allowed 
forty-five  dollu*  per  mondi,  and  three  Mtion* 
per  day,  equal  to  sixiy-three  dollars  per  month, 
By  this  biil  they  are  lo  have  fifty  dollat*  per 
month,  and  four  rations  per  day,  equal  to  sevetity- 
four  dollars  per  month.  A  regimental  surgeon's 
mate  is  now  allowed  thirty  dollars  per  aiooih 
and  two  rations  per  day,  equal  to  forlv-two dol* 
lars  per  month.  Agre^tJe  to  this  bill  they  are 
to  have  forty  dollar*  per  moath  and  three  taiioDs 


per  day,  eqnal  to  fifty-eight  dollars  per  moQlb. 

'     osl  suraeon  is  now  allowed  forty  dollars  per 

ith  and  two  rations  per  day,  eqnu  to  fifty-tw9 
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dollars  per  month.  And  agreeable  to  this  bill 
they  are  to  be  allowed  forty-five  dollars  par 
month  and  (hree  ration*  per  day,  equal  to  sixty- 
three  dollars  per  month.  If  the  pay  of  (he  sur- 
geons is  too  tow,  let  it  be  raised  openly,  and  not 
tn  this  indirect  wajr.  If  we  act  correctly,  praise 
will  be  our  reward  instead  of  censure.  The  peo- 
ple, who  are  virtnally  (he  governor*  in  thiscoun- 
iry,  ought  to  know  what  we  are  about.    If  the 

Cay  is  too  low,  let  us  say  so,  and  raise  it  openly  ; 
at  indeed  geniteiuen,  who  were  favorable  to 
raising  their  own  pay,  cannot,  in  justice,  refuse 
(o  raise  the  officers'  pay,  because  the  same  diffi- 
culty attaches  to  (hem  thai  did  to  us— ^he  depre- 
ciation of  paper  mOaey;  bat  whatever  is  done, 
ought  to  be  done  openly,  and  not  by  way  of  side- 
wing.  We  now  come  to  a  part  of  the  sactioB 
that  looks  a  little  singular  indeed.  We  areafkaid 
to  trust  this  snlyeet  with  snbsei|aent  Congresset, 
but  undertake  to  provide  for  this  claa*  of  officers 
as  long  as  ihey  live.  Does  it  not  show  a  great 
degree  of  vanity  or  arronoce  in  ds  to  paasa. 


provision  of  this  kindl 


t  each  rqiimentat 


surgeon  and  surgeon's  mate,  itx-  shall  have  aa 
additional  allowance  of  five  dollar*  per  menth 
and  one  ration  per  day  at  the  expiration  of  the 
period  of  every  three  years,  which  is  an  addition 
of  eleven  dollar*  per  month;  but  lest  it  should  be 
thought  we  were  running  wild,  a  proviao  is  added, 
that  in  no  case  shall  (he  pay  and  emolument*  of 


and  sixty-two  dollars  per  month;  those  of  a 
regimental  surgeon,  of  a  colonel  of  iniaairy, 
which  is  about  one  nandred  and  forty-seven  dol- 
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Ursper  aonfh;  (hon  ofapost  Btire>aD, ofKliea- 
leDiQt  coldQcl  of  infantry,  which  is  Rbont  one 
hundred  and  fonneen  dollars  per  moDth ;  and 
tbose  of  a  sUTgeon's  male,  of  a  majoi  of  iofiniry, 

5hJeh  is  abom  nliieif -eight  dollars  per  tnonih. 
ereii  econoffit  wTtb  a  veageaaee  I  Are  we  lo 
empty  the  people's  pockets,  and  baokniM  the  qk- 
tioD,  IB  bomwing  up  the  mititarfl  Is  erery- 
thine  inihia  OoTeiometti  to  bend  to  the  military  t 

The  Mrrentfa  section  gires  the  liberty  of  frank- 
iflg  to  the  engineer,  qmrtermasterj  ordnance, 
commissafyof  BubsisieDce,  and  medical  depatc- 
raeoti^  and  gives  each  of  the  beada  of  ihem  two 
clerks  wflh  the  same  salaries  that  are  nllowed  to 
the  tw«  derktin  the  adjutant  and  inspector  gen - 
enl's  ofltce.  Here  yoa  hire  a  namber  of  sep- 
arau  depaitmenta  to  which  you  atneh  high  pay 
and  privilege*,  as  well  at  clerks  to  do  all  the 
labor,  leaving  oDiy  the  responsibility  to  ibe  hMd«, 
and  yH  we  are  tnd  thi*  ii  all  for  the  purpose  of 
eceiHtoiixilg. 

AltbMgb  tbeeigbtb  and  last  section  hat  ra- 
ther IB  innooent  appearaae^  it  Is  exiremdy  mis- 
ehieTOO*  in  its  operation.  It  ajsiigns  one  of  the 
Bobalteroe  as  a  cOndoclor  to  each  regiment  of 
infantry,  wHb  an  addition  of  ten  dollars  per 
nottdi  to  his  pay  in  the  line;  The  additional 
pay  ia  bo  object  i  hat  his  dnty  is  to  receipt  and 
Momral  for  all  anrnonilion,  implemecrts,  and  all 


mUtary  stores  fBraished  the  regrinent,  By  thi 
HntlBUon  yoa  take  the  responsibility  from  th 
oTonel  of  ihe  regiment,  and  place  it  on  a  snbal- 


tein  oflieer.  It  is  new  Ihe  eolond's  duty  ttf  attend 
to  this  busieess ;  be  is  also  responsible  for  the 
whole;  yMi  by  this  regulsiioo  not  only  relieve 
him  from  (be  labor,  bm  from  the  responsibility. 
Can  thia  cenduce  to  the  welfare  of  the  aervlce  1 
He  apHebended  not.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  gone 
thtoagh  the  bill ;  in  doin^  which,  bis  object  was 
to  show  its  different  bearings ;  geailemen  would 
judge  whether  it  is  calculated  to  economize 
not;  for  his  part,  he  thourbt  it  an  extrsTagant 
attd  eipeasiTw  measttre.  ft  is  calculated  to  raise 
indircoily  the  pay  of  officers  eoosiderably,  which, 
if  necessary,  let  it  be  done  openly,  that  the  peo- 
ple cut  UDOerMand  it.  It  it  calculated  to  increase 
your  staff  considerably  which  is  unneceisary,  as 
we  have  already  the  largest  staff  fn  the  world, 
MondiBg  10  tbe  number  of  the  Army.  Oar 
Peace  BataUIsbmeDt  it  but  ten  thousand  men, 
and  we  have  a  staff  snfliciently  nninerottg  for 
OM  basdred  tbetiaBBd  men.  Il  remtrve*  rwpon- 
oibiliiy  from  high  officers,  where  It  ought  lo  rest, 
KDd  placet  it  on  subordinate  officers,  which  can- 
not coBdnee  to  ihewdftare  of  any  eorpt,  and,  in' 
atead  of  in  being  calcalated  to  economise,  it  will 
[HOve  extravagant  tbtonshont.  We  bave  now 
the  most  expensive  army  in  tbe  world  according 
to  it*  Bi«.  To  think  of  ten  thousand  men  cost- 
ing annually  about  six  millions  of  dollars;  is  it 
net  alarming?  and  by  the  adoption  of  this  bill 

SDU  increase  the  expense  conttderably.  The 
ecretary  of  tbe  Treasury  has  told  you  that  we 
will  shortly  have  to  resort  to  loans  or  internal 
taxes  to  meet  the  demands.  This  would  not  be 
m  dcitrabta  ittte  of  (hhigs{  bad  we  not  better 


retrench  oUr  expenses,  is  order  to  trard  off  ibii 
difficulty,  than  lo  adopt  a  bill  eatculated  to  In- 
crease expenses? 

The  qoeslionvaa  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
first  section  of  tbe  bill,  and  decided  in  the  tffiri&- 
atire— 73  to  52. 

The  Committee  then  rose. 

Mr.  HiBCEii,  of  Virginia,  expretsed  bis  desire 
that  tbe  further  consideration  of  this  soblect 
should  be  detsyed  until  the  Honse  should  have 
received  the  information  it  bad  called  for,  of  the 
strength.  At.  at  the  Army ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobkbok,  of  E^ntuClcy;  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

WBDKtatuT,  Jahdary  13. 

Mr.  RhEA  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  pensions  of  ncrsons  nnder  gMrdi- 
BBship  to  their  guardians,  woich  was  read  twice, 
ud  ordered  to  He  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  RonnTBon,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Nicholas  Jtrrott,  which  was  read;  when 
Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tlie  aald 
Nicholas  Jarrott,  which  was  read  twice,  and  oom- 
mined  to  Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  confirming  eerlaia  claims 
to  land  in  tbe  Territory  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  MiDSLETON,  from  the  committee  on'  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  which  refatea  to 
the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States,  reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  the  acts,  pro- 
hibiting tbe  slave  trade;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  report  made  at  iho  last 
sessioo  upon  the  subject  of  the  colonization  of 
the  free  people  of  color. 

TheCommiilee  last  mentioned  weredischarged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
"  The  New  York  Society  for  promoting  the  Man- 
umission of  Slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  thettt 
as  have  been  or  may  be  liberated,^'  and  the  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  Ihe  Commltiee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  ibe  Committee  on 
Military  Afftin  were  instructed  to  Inquire  into 
(he  eipediency  of  allowing  a  farther  time  to  the 

Suardiant  of  the  minor  children  of  deceased  soL- 
iers,  to  relinquish  their  claims  to  bounty  lands 
for  fire  years' half  pay.  as  provided  by  tbe  second 
section  of  the  aCt,  entitled  "An  act  making  far- 
ther provision  for  military  services  during  tbe 
late  war,  and  for  other  pnrposes,"  approved  tbe 
leth  of  April,  1816. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
on  Public  I^adt  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  by  law  the  friendlr 
chiefs  and  warriors  of  Ihe  Creek  Indians  to  scU 
to  the  United  States  all  their  right  and  claim  to 
such  lands  as  have  or  may  be  reserved  and  lo- 
cated for  ihem  in  tbe  Alabama  Territory,  in  obe- 
dience to  tbe  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  lbs  9th 
of  August,  1814,  making  the  reservation,  and  the 
law  of  CongtesB  authorizing  the  loeicios. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbbbick,  the  Committee 
OB  Rosda  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
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iiiD  tke  ttpaHtMj  of  ptwUlof  by  liwfw  tfae 
appoiBtmeiit  of  eommiimtmMt  to  tarT«y,  lay  due, 
and  mark  a  road  from  the  west  bank  of  tfae  Ohio 
TiTer,  ojtpoailfl  the  pcrfnt  w1in«  tfaa  CuBberland 
road  strikes  the  tame,  through  St.  CUIrsrille  to 
ColnmbiiB ;  Tttna  thence  to  the  weetern-  liae  of 
Ike  State  of  Ohio,  in  a  direclieD  to  Bt.  Loncts,  ia 
the  TerritoTy  of  Miaseari. 

A  mesaagcrrom  the  Seeate  ioferBed  the  Howe 
that  the  Senate  bare  pasted  ihe  bill,  eoiiiled  "Ad 
act  for  ihe  relief  of  Doctor  Matirom  BalL"  with 
an  anoeodmeot.  They  hare  aim  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "Aa  Mt  farther  lo  saspeod,  for  a  Hmiied 
tive,  the  tale  or  forfeiture  of  taada,  far  failure 
in  cfimpl«liB{  the  pafmcnt  iheeeoa  ;"  ia  whioh 
ametidmeat  aad  biUther  aek  the  coacwreuee  of 
thia  Home. 

The  ameadmealof  the  Senate  t«'(he  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Doctor  Hattrem'  BaU  wis  read,  and 
coDcarred  it  by  tbo  Htmtt. 

The  bifi  from  the  Senate,  enthM'"  An  aet  fur- 
ther to  anvnd,  for  a  Iwilted  time;  the  lala  or  for- 
feitnra  of  landa,  fvr  failare  is  comptetiftg  the 
payment  thereon^'  was  read-  ihe-Bm  and  eeeond 
liue,  and  referred  to  the  GomnriKoe  on  lb«  Pah' 
lie  La*d«. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enaUe  the  people 
of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  State  go^ 
•roneni,  wae  twice  read  and  eemeaitted. 

Tlie  engrosMd  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Adam 
Kinsley,  "nioaiRa  French,  and  Charles  L.  Leon- 
ftTd,  was  read  the  third  lime,  paMed^  and  sent  to 
tke  Senate  for  eonnirrenee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Poole;  the 
biH  for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Turner, 
deceased ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Davis,  acTerally  paned  ihroogh  Conmliiees  of 
the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  foi 
a  third  reading. 

Tbe  bill  aoihorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  the  officera  and  crews  of  gaaboats  149 
and  154,  was  taken  np  in  Committee:  the  blank 
filled  with  $B,48S,  and  the  bill  ordered  by  the 
House  to  be  cngroaacd. 

The  HoBse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  tbe  i^Kef  of  Eenzie  and 
Forsyth.  Thebilt  provides  fmymeni  for  a  num- 
ber of  horses  and  mules  which  had  been  em- 
ployed by  the  garrison  at  Port  Dearborn,  to  re- 
more  their  baggage  and  snppltei  at  the  time  of 
the  eracoation. 

Mr.  SooTT  mored-an  amendment  to  provide 

ament  for  aqtMntity  of  whiskey  nod  powder, 
inging  to  indiriduBls,  destroyed  with  the  fori. 
This  amendment -was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ricb 
and  Stobbb,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Scott.  Tbe 
amendmeDi  was  rejected,  and  the  original  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrosted  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  take  ap  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement 
B.  Penrose  (allowing  them  addkionalvompensi- 
tion  as  land  commissioners  in  Louisiana.) 

This  bill  created  also  considerable  discnssion ; 
after  which  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bills  to  tbfl  Honse;  the  former  of  which  was 
ordered  to  be  engroned  for  a  ibird  reading ;  and 


|he  latter,  after  m«eh  aMItisnal  discusslan  of  itt 
merits,  was  Indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  SangnAirr  presented  a  petition  of  Isttc 
W.  Norris,  admimslrater  of  Joseph  Bnmmerl, 
late  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  to  be 
allowed  and  paid  the  drawback  on  n  qaanticy  of 
merchandise,  exported  In  tbe  year  1816,  by  the 
late  firm  of  Snmmerl  and  Brown,  which  is  with- 
held, In  consequence  of  ibeir  not  taking  tbe 
necessary  oaths  within  the  lime  prescribed  by 
taw,  owingloamistakeon  the  part  of  a  clerk  in 
the  enatot»-bonse.— Referred. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LOTS  IN  WA8HiNi>T(»f. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  proceeded 
le  the  consideration  of  the  biH  reported  at  the 
laM  seetton,  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  sale 
of  eerttin  pubHo  lots  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
[anthorRinf  the  sale  of  the  open  space  between 
the  square  and  the  PenosylTania'aranae,  so  as  M 
exiead  tbe  lots  sold  to  tbe  line  of  tbe  avemn.} 

Tbe  quaaiion  before  the  House  was,  on  tmt- 
cntriBg  ia  eertain  amendiMnts  reported  byihe 
select  committee,  not  affecting  the  object  of  the 
bitl,  and  whiefc  were  concnrred  in. 

Mr.  Com,  then,  soednot^  e^tplaiaed  the  ob- 
jeet  and  the  operation  of  the  mil,  dwelling  briefly 
on  tbe  ntiltiy  of  ibeehange  proposed,  in  enbane- 
ing  the  vahie  of  the  ground  to  be  add,  witkOiM 
prodaeing  any  inconrenienee  or  injory  to  indi- 
viduals; the  great  convenience  which  would  re- 
idIi  from  bringing  the  imprevemeBts  nptethe 
line  of  the  Pennsylvania  aTeoue,  instead  of  di- 
verging therefrom,  as  would  be  the  case  witbont 
this  alteration.  He  read  the  TOatraet  witfa  (be 
ordinal  proprietors,  aad  argued  to  show  that  the 
eoDtemplated  sale  would  not  eoniravene  that  con- 
tract; (hat  tfaequesiion  involved  in  the  sale,  for 
private  parpoees,  of  the  puMie  reaervattont  of 
gtouBd  m  the  city,  was  settled  by  the  set  whieh 
heretofore  passed,  directing  the  sale,  Ac. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  bill  with 
mnoh  earnestness,  arguing  that  it  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  eoQiraet  witfa  [he  original  proprie- 
tors; tbal  it  would  be  highly  inexpedieMt  to  cut 
up  and  sell  these  public  resetvaiioDs,  they  bein^ 
necessary  to  the  health,  aomfort,  and  conveni- 
ence of  tbe  citizens,  as  well  aa  the  beauty  of  the 
city,  and  were  intended  to  be  kept  open  for  these 
purposes.  He  viewed  the  plan  at  origiimlty 
adopted,  in  tbe  nature  of  a  compact  between  the 
Oovemment  and  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  tbe 
city,whicbeonld  not  rightfully  be departedfrom. 
He  cautioned  tbe  Hoate  against  the  eflbets  of 
iatrigues,  which  were  frequently  (tarried  on  by 
individuals,  merely  to  improve  the  value  of  tbeir 
own  propneiy,  or  iojiire  that  of  others;  remark- 
ing, that  If  any  chaoge  were  once  made  in  the 
pitm  of  tbe  city,  thai  half  the  time  of  the  Honee 
would  hereafter  be  taken  up  in  attending  to  simi- 
lar subjects,  and  illustrated  bf a  opinions  by  refer- 
ence to  proceedincs  of  a  like  nature  in  Balti- 
more. He  himself  was  among  ihe  first  pur- 
chasers of  lots  in  this  city,  and  was  de^y  inter- 
ested in  it.  His  purchases  were  predicated  on 
tbe  belief  that  tbe  plan  of  the  elty  wonld  nerer 


su 


HI0IO&T  or  ooiKnaw. 


64t 


PrvcMdingt. 


JUTOUil.lSU).- 


Im  attarad.  The  plu  be  thoqght  tka  moat  %i- 
niraUe  one  tbst  was  ever  laid — Mte  great  ezcel- 
lenea  of  wbieh  was  the  open  tpaces  left  bp  (he 
pabUc  [CMiralioas,  one  of  whica  il  was  now  pro- 
pOKd  lo  sell,  vhicb  were  ao  naeh  waoud  io  atl 
uugt  and  compact  cities,  aed  ihe  great  benefit  of 
wiiich,  Mr.  8.  belicTcd,  wodIiI  be  liercafter  felt 
here,  aa  he  had  no  doubt  it  nauld,  in.  time,  be- 
come a  great  city,  and  a  place  of  great  businfw. 
The  original  proprietors,  Mr.  8.  believed,  liad 
eatersd  their  proiett  agajDa  ibeie  ules,  and  had 
got  the  eoart  (o  stop  the  aaie  under  the  rormer 
act ;  and  a  contt  of  justice,  he  hoped,  would 
neTei  permit  CoBgresa,  or  an*  other  power,  to 
deniTe  individaali  of  their  ligot. 

Mr.  HuiBSBT  went  into  a  minnie  inTeatigation 
of  Ihe  subject  to  prove  (as  well  aa  he  could  be 
heard  j  that  the  bill,  bi  amended,  was  ineoatici- 
ent  with  tbe  original  contract  with  the  proprie- 
tors of  Ihe  soil ;  and  he  resd  many  documents  to 
establish  his  arguments.  He  was  in  favor  of 
such  a  course  as  would  leave  the  original  pto- 
piietot*  at  liberlf  to  seek  a  remedy  in  a  court  of 
jnslica. 

Hr.  BaBBOUK  wi«bed  the  bill  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  as  some  qtustions  appeared  to  be  involved 
in  it  wbiob  ought  not  lo  b«  decided  hastily.  He 
wished  la  give  these  quesliooB  more  lefiection; 
tkoogh,  from  the  hasty  view  he  had  taken  of 
ibma  reaervalions,  it  appeared  to  him  that  they 
were  intanded  for  public  uses;  and,  though  he 
believed  the  plan  ought  not  to  be  changed,  yet  if 
it  were,  and  these  reaeivations  were  applied  to 
ptivaic  purposes,  it  would  preKot  a  question  of 
some  difficulty;  but  in  its  decision,  he  did  not 
tbink  the  interest  of  tbe  purchasers  of  lots  en- 
tered into  the  qoestion  at  all,  as  the^  bought 
nflder  the  ordinary  chances  and  con tm gene les. 
Mr.  B.  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied,  ibat  the  House  had  had  time 
enough  to  make  up  its  opinion  on  the  subject,  as 
the  Dill  had  laid  on  the  table  a  part  of  the  last 
session  and  the  whole  of  the  [uresent,  and  hoped 
it  would  not  again  be  laid  by. 

The  qnestioa  was  carried,  to  lay  Ihe  bill  on 
the  table,  by  a  large  majority, 

TncBsnAY,  January  14. 

Mi.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means^  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to,  and  to 
•mend  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  further  to  provide  fur  Ihe  collection 
ot  dotiei  OB  imparts  and  (oDoage,  and  for  other 
porposes,"  passed  tbe  3d  day  of  March,  1617} 
ifbieh  was  reed,  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whale,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
to  rednce  the  dnties  on  certain  wines,  and  to 
declare  free  of  doty  books  printed  in  foreign 
lansuages. 

The  CommiUee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  Ihe  resolution  instructing  them  to  tntjuire 
into  the  expediency  of  fixing  a  standard  of  weights 


Mi.  BLaoKTULD  mede  a  report  on  tbe  peiiiion 


of  LieMeaaBt  Builett  Hinds,  which  was  laad  j 
when  Mr.  B.  reported  a  UU  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  Lieatenani  Barilctt  Hinds,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secreiarr  of  War.  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  18th  of  April 
last,  instfucting  him  to  report  a  plan  for  the  ap- 
plication of  such  means  as  are  within  the  power 
of  Congress  to  the  pnruwe  of  openingaad  cod- 
strueting  suah  roads  aad  caaals  as  may  dererva 
and  require  tbe  aid  of  Government,  wiUi  a  view 
to  military  operations  in  lime  of  warj  and,  also, 
a  statement  of  the  works  of  tbe  nature  above- 
mentioned  which  have  been  eommeocM],  the 


States  be  requested  to  inform  this  House,  (unles* 
the  commnaication  of  the  information  b«,  ia  hia 
opinion,  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,) 
whether  any  applicaiion  has  been  made  by  any 
of  the  indepeodent  Governments  in  Sonth  Amer- 
ica to  have  a  Minister  or  Consul  General  accred- 
ited by  tbe  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
what  was  the  answer  given  to  such  application. 

Mr.  JoniHON,  of  Vir^iaia,  and  Mr.  Settlb 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  said 
resolutiou  to  the  President. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Simmons :  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hob* 
BARD,  and  aner  debate,  the  report  was  reversed, 
and  the  committee  instructed  lo  report  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beojamia 
Poole  was  read  a  third  lime. 


tioD  districts  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  amoani 
of  a  judgment  given  against  him  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Sute  of  New  Hampshire,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  having  levied  a  tax  on  the  prop- 
erty of  a  clergyman,  under  sanetioB  of  tbe  opiif 
ion  of  the  attorney  of  the  United  Statesi  of  the 
district  court,  aad  of  tha  Attorney  General,  that 
the  real  property  of  jilergymen  was  liable  to  the 
direct  tax.] 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  bilL  prin- 
cipally on  the  nature  of  the  judgment,  which,  it 
was  contended  by  Mr.  Mii-lb  and  other*,  had 
been  rendered  on  a  case  nude  np  without  a  trial 
of  the  facts  by  the  jur^,  io  such  a  manner  aa  to 
authorize  Congress  to  interfere.  This  objeetion 
was  answered  by  Messrs.  Ci.A«iTT,  Livbruoib, 
andothert;Bnd  the  bill  passed  without  a  diviaim. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter 
from  iheSecrelary  of  the  Navy,  tiansmittiiy  Mn- 
dry  papers  and  siaiemenia,  sboHrina  tbe  dimrent 
places  in  which  provision  is  made  for  the  ac- 
commodaiion  of  seamen,  under  the  several  laws 
relating  to  navy  and  marine  hospital^  the  number 
of  persons,  aa  near  as  can  be  ascertainad,  annually 


m 


HISTOBT  07  COlMaSSB. 


6M 


AlWAT,  IMfc 


ihw  Mtf*  Ororil  Omrtft 


H.  Of  a. 


d»t«ieb,Mdib««peo»eatteBdiiij 

the  Mine;  tRDSBiltetf  in  obedience  lo  ■  rnolntioii 
oftlie  HaoM.  of  tke  17ih  of  Aiwil  Iwt;  wfaioh 
wM  wdeTed  to  li«  od  ib«  table. 

Tb«  eagroswd  bills  for  the  'relief  of  Heorjr 
Dkvii-,  fttT  the  relief  of  Kenzie  anil  Foisfth; 
auhotiziag  Ibe  pajrmeat  of  a  Mim  ef  iMtoey  lo 
iha  offioen  and  etewi  of  guoboils  nambered  149 
and  154,  were  MTeraUjr  raid  a  third  tine,  tod 

Tbe'  hil!  fortbe  relief  of  the  Huqaii  de  VieDDC, 
rad  (b«  fot  Ibe  relief  of  M.  Poirejri  both  aids  de 
nap  of  Ibe  Uaninia  Lafayette  daring  the  Bev- 
olationrr  war,  paned  tbtotifh  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  and,  after  a  few  renarki  from  lir. 
HiiKMOH,  is  their  EaTor,  wei«  ordered  to  be  en- 
gwmd  Cbc  a  third  readiBg. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Tbe  UoiHe  tbeo  r«iol*fld  iitelf  into  a  Commit- 
IM  of  th«  Wkole,  oa  tbe  bill,  repotted  at  the  last 
fCMkm,  for  the  orf^aiiaiioo  and  diuipline  of  tbe 
militia  of  tbe  Uaited  Sutea. 

Tb«  bill  waa  read  through,  when  tba  Camnit' 
Me  roae,  r«poit^  pri^«M,  aod  obtaiatd  leave  to 
•itafM». 

HBW  TOBK  CDHJOTT  CODHTB. 

The  Hou«e  ihea,  io  proseeutioD  of  tbe  order* 
of  tbe  dafi  rwolred  itieifinio  a  Commiiiee  of  ibe 
Whole,  oa  the  bill  to  alter  the  lime  of  holding 
the  circnit  coorts  in  (be  aouibern  dialiiel  of  New 
York,  and  for  other  parpoaee. 

Tbia  bill  passed  ihia  Houie  at  the  last  lessioD, 
wu  HDt  to  the  Beoate,  and  paated  by  that  body 
with  amcDdmenls  ;  and.  In  this  aiate,  preienled 
to  ih«  House  a  new  i^ueaiioii,  under  the  rule 
wkieh  contianet  the  btuinesa  of  the  last  session 
over  to  this. 

It  wai  conteoded  by  Mr.  Clay,  that  it  was  fot 
tbe  House  to  proceed  to  act  on  tke  bill,  witboui 
reference  to  what  might  in  this  respect  be  the 
mle  of  tbe  Senate }  and  by  Messrs.  Lovndes, 
NblboHiTatlob,  and  Pitkim,  that  this  bill,  bar- 
ing aetaally  passed  both  Hooaes,  eieept  in  regard 
t0  an  amendment,  eould  not  be  considered  ascom- 
paeb ended  wititin  tbe  rale. 

Tba  disfloaMon  reaultod  in  the  Comnitiae's 
riaing,  leare  to  ait  again  being  re  fused,  and  lh« 
bill  baing  indnfiaiiely  poatpoaed,  by  a  Tote  of  55 
to&l. 

Friday,  January  15. 

Hi.  Bambs,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  petition  of 
Phmbe  Cbampe,  widow  of  the  lata  John  Cbampe, 
a  aaMaant  maj<»,  In  Lee^  legiea  of  borae,  in  the 
RarolDtionary  war,  and  who  wai  nn^oyed  by 
Qaaaral  WAsainvrOH,  in  a  highly  important 
and  aeerat  aerTJce,  and  which  ie  particularly  de- 
lailedi  in  the  90tb  chapter  of  "  Lee's  Memoirs  of 
tbe  War,  in  the  Bonihern  Department  of  tbe 
Oailed  Slates,"  praTiag  for  a  pension  and  for  a 
gmit  of  land. — Referred. 

Mr.  Rhsa,  from  the  Committee  oa  Pension* 
aaAftavolatiaaary  Ciaina,  reported  a  bill  lor  tbe 
1501  CoH.  id  Ssu.— IS 


relief  of  SsmnelB.Beallj  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wholfc 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Qibba. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  ihe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  D.  Carter;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
commilled  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
WilmoL 

Mr.  Colston^  from  tbe  Committee  for  the  Di^ 
trict  of  Colnmbia,  reported  a  bill  snpplemeoiary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An act  lo  authorize  and  em- 
power Ihe  President  and  Managers  of  tbe  Wash- 
ington Turnpike  Company,  of  the  Slate  of  Mary- 
land, when  organized,  to  eilend  and  make  their 
tnmpike  road  to  or  from  Qeorgetown,  in  the 
DistrictofColDmbia,  to  tbe  line  thereof  i"  wbich 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FoiDDEXTCB,  from  tbe  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  emitted 
"An  act  further  lo  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands,  for  failure  in  om-' 
pleting  tbe  payment  ther«an,"  reported  the  sane 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
M  lie  o*  Ihe  table. 

Ur.  SotTBABBiirem  theCommiUeeoBlndiaB 
Afhiia,  nMdc  a  rworl,  wbleh  was  raad  ;  wbeO). 
Ur.  8.  renorfed  a  bill  pr**iding  for  tfae  aboUlion 
•f  tbe  lodlaa  trading  esiaUishmentB  of  tbe  Uaiwtf 
Btaies,  and  proTidio^  for  the  opeaio^  of  tbe  trade 
with  the  Indiant,  to  indiTiduals  j  wfaieh  was  read 
twice,  and  eommilted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  ihe  bill  to  prohibit 
the  Cboeiaw  tribe  of  Indiana  from  settling  or 
bunting  on  iha  land*  of  the  United  Slates  west 
of  the  Miaaisaippi. 

Mr.  BouTHiBn  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorise 
the  President  of  the  Uniied  Stales  lo  aeleet  sncb 
tribes  of  Indians  as  he  may  think  best  prepared 
for  the  change,  and  to  adopt  snob  mean*  as  he 
may  judge  expedient  in  order  to  civilize  (heMmei 
whteh  was  read  tbe  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed  to  tbe  Commtttea  of  tbe  Whole  last 

On  Bwiioa  of  Mr.  Pimball,  a  committae  wu 
amoiatcd  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  pre* 
riding,  by  law,  for  delirering  no  perten*  held  I* 
labor  or  serriee,  in  any  of  tbe  State*  or  Territo- 
ries, who  shall  escape  into  any  other  State  or 
Territory;  and  that  the  said  committee  have 
leare  to  report  by  bill;  and,  Messrs.  PiNDAtj., 
AffDflaaoii,  of  Kentucky,  and  Bbbobbb,  were  ap- 
pointed (be  said  committee. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  eocomittaa  ap> 
peiated  to  ioqaire  whether  it  be  expedient  frt 
make  any  aroendment  in  the  laws  wbich  raga- 
lale  the  coins  of  Ibe  United  States,  and  foreiga 
coin*,  were  instructed  lo  inquire,  also,  inio  tbe* 
expediency  of  fixing  the  standard  of  welgbu  and 
meaiarea. 

On  motion  o(  Mr.  Wbithan,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  anihorizinc  tbe  sale  of 
lueh  military  sites,  owned  by  the  United  States, 
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»  bare  bworae,  or  hBT«  bera  foood  (o  be  nseleu 
for  tniliiary  purpmet. 

Tbe  Commiuee  of  (be  Whole,  ID  wbich  i> 
commiKed  ihe  bill,  explanatotjrofihe act,  eotiiled 
"Ad  act  Tor  (be  final  adjiutmeDt  of  laud  litlea,  in 
theSiateof  LonisiBDiandTerrjtorjrorMiMOari," 
were  discharged ;  and  (be  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
ensTDued  and  read  a  (bird  lime. 

EogrDtsed  bilU  of  cbe  followi&|r  titles,  to  wit ; 
An  act  inikiDg  proTisioD  for  tbe  claim  of  M.  de 
Poirey,  and  An  act  making  prorialon  for  tbe 
claim  of  M.  de  Vieone,  were  sererally  read  % 
Ibird  (ime  and  parsed. 

The  SeaAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  ofWar,  transmitting  a  state' 
EDCDi  of  moneys  paid  to  the  army  for  extra  labor 
npoo  roads  and  other  objects  of  fatigue  duir,  for 
tbe  year  ending  ihe  Isi  October.  1816,  so  far  ai 
the  accounts  hare  been  receiTed  including  the 
extra  issuei  of  whiskey,  rendered  in  pursuance  of 
(he  resolutions  of  this  House,  of  tbe  6ih  and  7(b 
JDitant;  which  was  ordered  (o  lie  on  tbe  (able. 
TERBITORIAL  ORDINAKCE. 

Hr.  BBBUBaMT  offered  for  consideration  (he 
following  resoluiioD ; 

Sttohtd,  That  the  CommittM  on  the  Judidarr  b* 
iBetraotad  toinqniie  into  the  eipedianGj  of  aBacliiig  a 
fUMralordiBanea,  wheret^  the  tandaaiaalal  ^Indplea 
of  d^  and  raligioo*  tibeKj  shall  be  guaraatied  to  llw 
InhabitaBts  of  the  Territotin  exterior  to  the  origiDal 
limits  of  tbe  United  States,  and  made  tbe  basia  of  all 
ChiTerDments  baresftet  to  be  eatabliihed  theioin. 

Mr.  LownoRS  said,  that  the  resolution  was 
rather  obscure  in  its  terms,  so  (bat  its  scope  was 
not  easily  understood.  He  thought,  howerei,  he 
•ould  pereei?e  what  the  object  of  it  was.  He 
wished,  howerer,  that  it  might  be  permitted  to  lie 
OB  the  table  for  the  preteot,  to  give  an  opporiu- 
aity  to  exaoiine  it. 

Hr.  Seroeaht  said  he  bad  no  obJMlioo  to  (he 
laaoltttion's  lying  on  the  table  for  the  present,  if 
aiiy  gentleman  desired  i(.  With  respee(  to  (he 
allusion  of  (he  geoileman  to  the  ohjeci  of  it,  Mr. 
8.  said,  (be  gentleman  was  right.  He  bad  a  par- 
ticular objec(  in  riew,  wbich  he  did  not  mean  to 
have  concealed  from  tbe  House,  but  which  he 
did  not  think  it  neeesaar];  to  express  mor«  dii- 
tinetly  than  he  bad  done  in  the  resolution. 

The  reiotutioo  was  ordered  (o  lie  upon  the 
table. 

INBTIGATma  INDIAN  HOSTILITIEa. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  submitted  for  eonsid- 
•ration  (he  following  resolution  : 

Betohtd,  That  Ihs  Commillea  on  the  Jndioian  be 
fautmelad  to  inquire  into  tbe  eipediency  of  punishing 
as  spies  white  men  who  ma;  be  found  tDstigaliog  tbe 
lodiao*  to  hostilities,  or  Dgbtlng  with  them,  against 
the  United  Sutea. 

Mr.  Storrs  objected  (□  (his  resotuiioo,  (hat  i( 
iwesctited  a  question,  to  be  settled  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  not  by  Congress.  It  would  be  a 
proper  question  to  be  settled  in  a  Congress  nbere 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  lepresenied,  but 
it  vai  one  not  lo  be  taken  Into  consideration  here. 


Our  rttlea  and  articles  of  war  preseribwd  tke  mode 
of  (rial  of  spiei,  and  (bat  was  the  only-  way  in 
which  Congress  could  legislate  on  the  snbjeet. 

Mr.  Canpbbi,{.  said,  bis  object  was  to  ioslitBt« 
an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  the  puDisbmcnt 
of  while  men  found  fighting  with  the  Indiana. 
It  was  well  known  that  two  men— he  ki»w  not 
what  countrymen  to  call  them — Arbulboot  and 


On  this  »L_ 

jeet  he  would  not  express  an  opinion  ;  but  it  was 
necessary,  even  if  he  were  an  Indian,  that  erery 
person  accused  of  crime  should  hate  some  aarl 
of  a  trial.  His  tole  object  was  to  inatjtnte  aa 
inquiry  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  MtLLs  said,  tt  was  very  seldom  that  ke 
should  desire  to  arrest  the  progress (rf'an)'  propo- 
sition for  inquiry  into  any  matter;  but  tbia  motion 
embraced  a  quesiion,  respecdng  which  no  inquiry 
could  be  necessary.  In  addition  to  the  remarks 
of  (he  gflnilemaa  froea  New  York,  he  sta(ed  ano- 
ther objection  :  if  we  pass  it,  said  be,  we  oonid 
not  object  to  other  Goeeroments,  the  Briliah, 


we  had  employed  Indiana  on  our  side.  This  le- 
gislation would,  to  nse  a  vulgar  adage,  be  a  game 
that  two  can  play  at,  and  we  migbi,  by  passing 
laws  00  (bix  matter,  subject  ourseiTes  to  a  species 
of  retaliation  which  would  not  beat  all  agreeable. 
Mr.  NiLSOH  said,  he  considered  this  queatfoo 
as  already  before  (he  House ;  as,  on  hearing  it 
stated,  the  case  of  General  Jackson  occurs  to 
every  man.  Under  that  question,  the  power  of 
the  Oorernmeni  and  the  law  of  nations  on  this 
subject,  would  be  fully  discussed.    To  adopt  the 

firoposiiion  now  before  the  House,  would  De.  in 
act,  to  pronounce  an  opinion  without  inquiry. 
He  was,  (herefore,  opposed  to  the  resolution,  be- 
cause its  adoption  would  be  to  prrjudge  a  case 
prepared  and  set  apart  for  discussion. 

On  the  qneation  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
negatired  by  a  large  majority. 

ORQANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  then  reeolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Mr.  HABBiaoa'a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  organization  and  diseiptiae  of  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Babsbtt  mored  an  amendoietit,  as  a  aab- 
sti(u(e  to  the  bill,  which  consisted  of  upwarda  of 
twenty  sections,  embracing  a  system  different 
from  (ba(  of  (he  bill. 

Mr.  Habbibon  delirered  a  speech  of  cooaid- 
erable  length,  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  on  the 
ImporiaDue  of  Congress  acting  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  said  Ibat  the  preoent  thinaeaa  of 
the  Bouse  admoniahed  him  that  this,  althopgh 
a  most  important,  was  not  a  faroriie  subject, 
with  this  body.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.HARBiaoa,)  that  whenever  banks 
were  brought  up,  or  even  private  claims,  in  some 
instaBCes,  ihe  undivided  attention  of  (be  Htuiee 
was  given,  and  when  General  Jackson  and  the 
Seminola  war  were  broached,  there  wasasilence 
aa  profeuod  as  if  the  very  oreaiha  uf  n 


U9 


HISTORT  OF  CONaRGSS. 


560 


laukwr,  lUt. 


OrgmiiMaNm  »f  ike  MOitia. 


B.  Of  R. 


K-c 


tRNMupcndedi  wbile  apon  tbit  nie,  th«  rao«t 
inpo*i*iit  of  all  Bubjeeii,  Ihere  eotild  be  but  lit- 
tle aiieniion  attraeied.  Tbis  might  Hrine  from  a 
eORMani  effort,  for  a  urin  of  years,  without  anjr 
(access,  in  framlog  an  effieieol  (fstem  for  ibe 
doe  orgaoizaiioD  of  those  who  mnsi  be  rrlied 

on   10  fight  iJic  batilea  of  the  coumrjr.    Bat, 

r.  ChairmaD,  1  appeal  to  the  House,  said  Mr. 
o.,  whether  the  difficult)'  of  the  sul^ect  is  lay 
naion  why  it  should  not  be  at  last  efiecied,  pro- 
vided it  is  of  that  immeose  and  iodUpeasable 
importaace  for  which  I  contend. 

Will  the  House  think  il  amis*,  said  he,  if  1 
call  back  their  aiiention  to  the  siiualion  of  the 
eouotry  at  the  commencemeot  of  the  last  war? 
After  the  Revolutionary  war,  out  citizens  had 
foi  so  eompleiel]'  immersed  in  commerce,  agri- 
CDJiiire,  and  evetj^lhing  else,  except  a  due  organ- 
izaiioQ  of  the  militia,  and  keeping  aliTe  that 
spirit  so  esseoiial  iu  a  republic,  that  this  military 
spirit  and  military  knowledge  were  i^early  ex- 
iIdcL  What  were  the  coo  sequence*  7  They 
were  written  in  characters  of  brood  in  every  en- 
eouBler  with  the  enemy  in  the  tight  of  the  late 
mr,  and  the  inooaent  blood  then  spilt,  and  trea- 
aare  wasted,  would  be,  it  wonld  seem,  sufficient 
ta  impress  upoti  Ibis,  attd  alt  futue  Coagrasse*, 
a  aolemn  admonitory  lesson  as  to  the  neceasity 
of  an  efficient  militia. 

The  Secretary  of  War  was  rcqaired,  by  a  res- 
olnioD  of  this  House,  at  Its  last  session,  to  report 


r,  atate,  and  ttrtagth  of  ibe  militia  of 
the  scTeral  Slates— and  what  was  the  result  7 
Why,  that  several  of  the  States  could  not  give 
an  account  of  even  their  nnmbera !  So  great  is 
the  lethargy,  and  faul,  I  fear,  will  be  the  conse- 
quences of  this  indiSereoce. 

Many  honorable  members  of  this  House  seem 
to  be  so  much  opposed  to.  and  jealous  of  stand- 
ing armies,  that  tbe;  will  hardly  vote  money  for 
tbe  due  organization  and  efficient  regulation  of 
oar  small  one.  Yes,  this  jealousy  seemed  to 
uisi,  tooursnuill  though  brave  army,  nomtnoUy 
oS  10,000,  though  not  more  than  6  or  7,000  men. 
aUiioned  at  the  numerous  forts,  and  acatiered 
•TCI  a  territory  of  two  ot  three  ihonsaod  miles 
of  seaeoast,  and  from  two  to  three  thousand 
Rile*  in  breadth.  How  then  can  il  be  reconciled 
that  (hose  members,  eo  jealooa  of  a  (tandinc 
army,  are  not  among  the  first  to  give  us  >n  em- 
eieni  militia  7  Tbey  are  not  the  first  in  the 
ranks  to  give  as  that  well  regulated,  armed,  and 
organized  militia,  which  not  only  renders  a 
standing  army  unnecessary,  but,  I  hesitate  not 
to  say,  which  mUit  be  the  ilrenglh  and  defence 
of  this  great  and  rising  Republic— the  basis  upon 
which  tbe  liberties  of  this  happy  people  must 
rest.  A  due  cultivation,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  this 
military  spirit  and  knowledge  difl'used  among 
the  people  will,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has 
aaid,  oppose,  more  iirongly  than  anything  else, 
that  infias  of  riches  and  luxury  which  more 
than  anything  else  threatens  to  enervate  us,  and 
overwhelm  and  overthrow  the  fair  fabric  of  out 
tibeitics. 
Can  we,  thaa,  Ur.  Chairmu   Mid  Hr.  8^ 


jurtly  feet  ditioDlioed  to  the  great  work  eontem- 
plated  In  tbe  present  bill,  seeing  that  ibecomtiiMi 
defence  of  the  country  is  empfaalically  msde  our 
duty  by  that  Cossliiution  which  we  have  all 
sworn  to  Bopport?  In  vain  has  this  sacred  in- 
strument not  only  given  us  the  liberty,  but  made 
it  our  solemn  duty  to  provide  for  tbe  common 
defence,  for  calling  out,  arming,  and  disciplining 
tbe  militia,  if  it  is  never  lo  be  attended  to.  Al- 
ihough  I  do  not  like  the  bill  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Baaaarr)  so  well  as  that 
now  before  the  House,  and  iotroduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  because  it  seems  to  me  to 
posaesi  more  difficult  complication  in  its  elasel- 
Scation  ;  yet,  there  are  features  in  both  of  which 
I  am  Htremeljr  fond.  Tbey,  in  the  first  [dam, 
provide  an  witfiirM  system,  a  matter  of  great 
importance;  they  next  provide  for  calliaa;  out 
the  militia  by  the  President  of  the  United  Ekaiea, 
when  paUie  exicency  may  require.  In  the  third 
place,  they  enable  the  President,  by  the  militia, 
effectually  to  repel  invasion,  not  by  baiting  at 
ibe  precise  iins  of  the  Uaiied  States,  as  they 
most  injuriously  and  fatally  did  dnriog  the  last 
war,  upon  tbe  borders  of  Canada,  but  repelling  iL 
by  compelling  them,  under  exemplary  fines  anti 
tVfeilures,  to  follow  the  enemy  into  other  eoun- 
tries,  until  a  dae  and  disabling  ebastisenent  was 
inflicted.  Another  and  a  fourth  great  object, 
contemplated  fay  both  bills,  is  to  put  armi,  under 
dtie  regulations,  into  the  hands  of  such  class  of 
the  militia  as  from  youth  and  other  eiroam- 
itsnccs  may  tx  best  calculated  to  defend  oar 
country. 

There  is  one  feature  In  tbe  bill,  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tir^ioia,  which  I  would 
Wish  to  see  inlrodaced,  if  it  can  be  conttiltOiim- 
aliy  done,  itito  the  bill  now  before  the  House.  It 
is  that  part  which  contemplates  tbe  encamp> 
meat,  disciplining,  and  training  of  a  certain  class 
of  the  militia,  for  a  certain  number  of  days  in 
each  year,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  denied  by  some  that  the  Constitu- 
tion gives  this  power.    Although  I  am  unskilled 


belie 


ruing  this  iostrameni,  yet,  I  can  hardlf 
e  that  the  Constitution  which  give*  as  tka 


power  of  organizing,  arming,  and  diseipltniag 
the  militia,  and  governing  luem  while  in  the 
United  States  service,  eould  have  been  Intended 
to  deprive  us  of  the  power,  a  concurrent  power 
with  the  States,  so  lo  discipline  or  train  them  as 
to  make  them  fit  for  duty.  However,  without 
entering  minutely  into  the  Coaslitational  ques- 
tion, I  conjure  Congress  to  go  as  far  towards  the 
great  object  proposed,  as  may  be  clearly  eoniis- 
lent  with  the  Constitution.  If  we  cannot  make 
a  system,  even  approaching  to  perfection,  let  Oi 
do  all  we  can.  Let  us  not  legislate  upon  many 
other  things,  and  leave  untouched  our  grcaleel 
duty.  Let  us  not  follow  the  shadow,  utterly  die- 
regardful  of  the  substance. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  8.,  I  am  no  military 
man,  and  sorry  I  am  that  I  cannot  afford  assist- 
ance on  the  details  of  the  bill.  1  rose  principallf 
to  draw  (he  attention  of  Congress,  if  1  couM,  to 
ihit  hacknejfd  but  inletesdag  du(r.    I  an  not 
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TMD  enoofb  (< 
eteded.    I  «bi 


b  M  bdiava  I  har«  faUf,  if  at  aU,  rac- 

IcBaBot,  however,  tak«  mj  seat  with- 
<rat  bringiDg  agua  to  the  aiteniion  of  ifae  mem- 
ben  of  this  Congnn,  tbat  if  it  is  inleDiled  to 
pKterve  to  fatore  ages  oar  liberliei^  coiomit  the 
aefeKe  of  onr  country  to  m  claii  of  yotitig  men 
iupired  bjr  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  traioed  to 
miliUirjr  duty.  Diipersed  orer  ihe  wbole  UaiOD, 
tbey  will  be  identified  with  il»  babib  aod  inler- 
ttU,  will  be  free  from  all  tbe  vieioua  babita  and 
oortDptioDB  of  a  itaadiiu  anuy,  and  will  firerer 
TCtnaiD  the  lUre  batls  oryour  freedom.  Id  speak- 
iag  freely  of  the  indifiereace  wbieb  seemed  to 
hm  to  pervade  thia  Uoqn  on  thk  subject,  I  at- 
tack the  motivet  of  no  member.  My  views  maf 
ba  the  dictate  of  a  mistakea  seal  or  eiitbtisiasm, 
eMayiiiK  to  do  what  may  be  inifimetieabU.  If 
M^  I  iball  at  least  ba*«  the  great  caDsolation  of 
bariDg  done,  ae  far  m  I  could,  my  duly,  not  only 
to  My  immediate  eonstituealt,  bat  to  tkc  natieo 
at  targe. 

Mf.  B*aBBTT  then  spoke  at  some  laagih  in 
RQMott  of  bia  amendment. 

Mr.  HAUiaON  and  Mr.  Bamstt  spoke  alter- 
nately twice  Of  ibrice,  in  support  of  their  leipec- 
tive  i^niDQB. 

Tbe  qaeatioD  waa  at  leaglb  taken  on  Mr.  Bab- 
aRvr'a  proposed  amendment,  end  deoided  in  the 
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.  HutBtaoEi  then  soggtsilog  tbat  be  had 
sernal  ameadmeots  ts  offei  to  the  bill,  tbe  Com- 
mitle«  rase,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Batdbday,  January  16. 

Tfaa  CoramiUee  on  Foreign  Relations  was 
discharged  from  tbe  fntiber  conilderaiion  of  the 
patilioa  of  the  New  York  Society,  for  promotion 
the  manomistioo  of  liaret,  and  protecting  sucb 
of  them  as  bare  been,  or  may  be,  liberated  j  and 
it  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  in  addition  to  tbe 
acta  piohibiling  tbe  kUtb  trade. 

Mr.  PiHDALL,  from  the  eonmittee  appointed 
yesterday,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  delivering 
np  pciSBBS  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any  of  the 
Slates  or  Territories,  who  shall  etcape  into  any 
olhcr  Slate  or  Territory;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  oommilled  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
to  wUel)  ii  eommitted  tbe  bill  in  addition  to  the 
MIS prohibliins  ibe  stave  trade. 

Sngrosscd  buls  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  eiplanatory  of  the  act,  eoliiled  "An  act 
for  tbe  final  a^jottinent  of  land  tkles  in  the  Bt«te 
of  Louiuaoa  aod  Territory  of  Missouri}"  and 
Ad  act  sapplfDMQtary  to  the  act^  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  President  and 
Managers  of  tbe  Washington  Turnpibe  Com- 
puy,  of  the  State  of  Mai-ylaod,  wbeo  orgaaized, 
to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike  road  to  or  from 
Qeoigetown,in  the  Dittriet  of  Columbia,  through 
th*  said  District  to  the  line  thereof ;"  were  sev- 
eralty read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Amcssagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Uttl  tb«  Senate  have  pasted  the  resolution  "  for 
ttt«,  dituibvtioB  of  Seybeit's  St«tieiie»l  Aoaals, 


JAwaiMT,  iwa. 

aad  direeiing  Pitkin's  Conmereial  Suiietiea  I* 
be  deposited  in  the  Library,"  with  an  amead- 
ment,  io  which  they  ask  the  ooncurranee  of  this 
House.  The  said  amendment  was  tmmI  aad  oo»- 
curred  in  by  the  House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UniTED  STATES. 

Mr.  Spenceb,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  30tb  of  November  last,  to  inspect  tha 
books  and  examine  into  tbe  proceedings  of  tbe 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  to  report  thereon,  and 
to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter 
have  been  riolnted  or  not,  made  a  detailed  report 
thereon;  which  was  read  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the 
Uoion.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  book^  and 


report  whether  tbe  ptovisions  of  its  fhvter  hsve 
been  violated  or  not,  reipectAiUy  report — 

That,  under  tbe  leave  granted  by  the  Honse,  the 
cammittee  repaired  to  FInlAdelphiB,  and  there  perwm- 
ally  inspected  the  books  of  the  bsnk ;  and,  at  a  fai' 
LblD(  its  pTOceedinni  ^>y  <>  ' 


ed,  and  sevwa!  sf  its  derita  and  oCeeta. 

tioos  also  haw  bam  eaade  at  the  oBsaa  at  Tlallliains. 

RiehmoDd,  and  at  the  Ci^  of  Wsehinglun,  in  oadai 


wbieh  the  boofcaof  tha  parent  1« 

deficient.  From  these  inqnines,  eondvoted  wM  trast 
IsboT,  and  the  committee  trast  with  great  can,  the^ 
have  collected  a  nasa  of  iofarmation  wbkh  thej  noir 
submit  to  the  House,  and  which  will  be  lebued  to  m 
the  coune  of  this  report  This  information  consists  of 
tables,  atatemeDta,  and  aitiaets  made  by  tbe  commit- 
tee Grom  tha  books  of  the  bank,  or  by  them  compared 
with  those  books  and  vsrified)  and  of  the  testimony  of 
witnesses,  and  of  letters  l^m  the  prendenl  of  the  in- 
■titntion. 

The  oommittee  are  awsre  thal^  fiom  tbeae  sonrcee 
of  iBfonnatlDD,  varioas  important  ioftrencee  may  \m 
dMWn,  and  upon  Aem  (he  moM  inteMstiDf  opinten* 
m^  ba  pradioalad ;  it  hse  bam  tbaii  tnlamlieB,  bow- 
erer,  to  go  no  ftutber  then  wsa  reqnbed  by  tbe  rseoM- 
tioa  of  tha  Bodm  ;  to  avoid  apeodatbe  optnians  as 
asneral  ■nbiaets ;  and  to  eonftne  ttMrnselveit  to  iriisit 
they  dsemed  practioal  o^ecle  of  intjaliy,  which  thaf 
settled  among  themaslvee  pcevioDs  te  anlaring  09^ 
the  isvesttgalien.     Thaaa  ofajeeta  aeeiaad  lo  disU* 

thamaelves  into  two  rlr :  those-  which  ralateid  M 

the  general  masiigement  of  the  bank,  aod  the  condnet 
of  its  officera,  and  those  which  were  connected  with 
the  qnestion  of  a  liolation  of  its  charter.  As  ta  the 
genual  management  of  the  concams  of  the  iastitutioo, 
amoDg  the  points  of  inquiry  which  appeu^d  to  be  most 
immedlstaly  iolarestiitg,  were  those  which  related  to 
the  refuial  of  the  bank  and  in  offices  to  pay  lis  notes 
in  RMcie  at  anj  other  place  than  thatwhere  they  were 
made  payable,  and  ta  the  practice  of  selling  drmfbi  on 

It  sMieuB  that  the  direeton  of  tha  bank,  on  its  first 
institntiMi,  and  np  to  the  Stthof  Angnst,  1SI8.  atr^ 
DsMsly  andeavered  to  redeem  Its  notes  at  all  its  oOeee, 
indiacriminBtelv,  north  of  the  city  of  Obarleston.  On 
tbe  Tthdsy  ofJanosiy,  1B17,  itcommeneedopenrtioaB 
IV  dMcpnntiiq  noise  on  pUdfed  staek.  sad' to  atbA- 


us 
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Jamuabt,  lua. 


Amfc^tb  UHlUdamut. 


^^.. .J.    — ^■^j---- .i.-mi-       1^««M 

tt««  al  tha  hsid  «f  tiM  Tmmott  Dwitmmt  had  n 
sMtedtr  uig«d  the  oomaeNeMMot  of  opeMtteiM,  wit 

«■•  ^klll«*l«W,M  it  lf>pMn,Of  kMtMUKtlWNdM« 

lM,b;dieSiat«baiiki^af  ikurMtMinipMto.  Vid 
lMt«r«  from  tbe  Sscratar;  «f  tlM  Traunrr  (o  tha  {»■ 


hiMl  banb  lo  that  meMore,  appeai 
tlie,  until  tha  Bank  of  the  Qnited  StttM  made  certain 
prapoaitiani  frUch  indnead  nefrotlatiaiu  betwaen  it 
Md  the  State  imtitntioB,  wtikh  finall;  renihed  in  a 
oompaBt  eoDtainad  in  the  fewlalioaa  of  tlie  boaid  of 
diroeton  of  tlta  Slat  Jannarj,  1B17,  harewidi  rabmit- 
tad,  and  otaAad  HL;  and  in  oidet  to  aihibit  Iww  Tn 
the  banli  com^ied  wilh ila  c<inip«at,aitatementof  the 
iMu  made  and  of  notea  iaansd  Dp  to  the  SOU)  I^brtiaij, 
IS17,  ii  anbnittad,  marked  IT.  It  can  ba  necMBuy 
«alj  to  refer  to  the  atata  of  the  papat  oortaMT  of  the 
couti7  at  this  MTiod.  TIm  Boiaa  •f  the  State  banka 
■mart  TarbadT  itprecaated— aone  ai  iwMh  m  twtntj 
par  eoit^  while  odMre  ware  at  a  ptwniDni.  1^  u- 
aaanra  taana  of  p^ar  by  the  keal  banka  had  caawd 
tl  difncialka  of  ancb  p^ar, 
and  modarala  bnt  ateadr  la- 
anufcrnpafibnt  lol|>ti«« 
Talne.  Und«r  theee  cireninitancaa  the  Bank  of  Om 
Fnilad  Statea  had,  on  tbe  lot  of  Febrnat]',  ISIT,  (nde 
atetamant  marked  V^)  9tJ»MfiOt  doe  to  it  from  tko 
State  bank*  at  Philadalptkia,  New  Toik,  nd  Batli- 
maia.  With  each  a  credit  cmtflanl^aoeMnDlatlnKbT' 
the  Iranafer  af  iba  Traaawr  fuda,  and*by  Ike  P17- 
sanl  of  the  aeemd  inatahnant  in  the  noMa  «f  tkc  State 
banka,  h  waa  In  Iba  power  of  the  United  Blataa  Bank 
Id  faave  eoercad  the  local  {nali«itioiM  kMa  a  nadarmto 
■■d  111— nnaMa  mdnetion  of  thrir  alronlatiDg  aoiaa. 
■    •     ■'  %IU.! 


B  UnMad  StaUa  anaaia 
»  Uta  ekjeet,  it  «M  not 
pacewewin  thiadarffn>   Bj  itaevbeeqnantaatalt  Im- 


I,  to  BicTant  the  1 
■lataa.  Tke  baancfa  noMa,  and  the  drafla  iwaad  in 
■ataanai  of  tbaaa  iMtracUaM,  waia  awqit  awair  b* 
the  Iteilkty  of  rwittanca  ihoa  tmwartlr  fttan,  a«  weU 
M  I9  iha  ordinal;  bdaMce  of  tiada.  A  vacnnn  in 
(ba  drwriatfon  wt«  thna  pradnoad,  wUeb  cwrid  be. 
iljr  by  Iba  looal  note*,  i^itdk  ware  tMdUy 
ed  br  the  <dkaa  of  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United 
Jttaiaa,  and  ware  raUiaod  )»j  tkam  aa  a  fand  oaen 
Wkieb  interaal  waa  eharsad  to  the  State  biBha.  The 
krtMr  of  tke  MaaUant,  marked  VI.,  aabibiti  the  eonree 
poraoed  bj  tke  bai^  in  tU*  reapaot. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  reccired  fiom  the 
Traaanij  the  ootei  of  the  local  inatitntiom,  in  manj 
«a>ea  «■  ipedal  depoiiitae,  to  be  paid  out  in  aimilai 
feUla.  Piom  April,  IBIT,  to  thin  lime,  the  anount  aa 
nceived  appean,  from  ■tatement  TIL,  to  be  93.T6S, 
no,  of  which  $S7,341  continuea  on  band,  leaving 
9S,<0O,4O9  ai  the  amount  TolanUiUj  auumed  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Bute*.  The  committee  hare  not 
Iknnd  anj  eridenee  of  tbo  bank  itaving  attempted  to 
•ppreaa  the  State  banka,  either  bj  wanton  demandiof 
^aeie,  or  by  the  rejection  of  their  notea.    Much 


baa  telaed  aiUlBd,  bnt  in  the  ini 
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StniB  banka  hMO  been  in  the  wrong,  and  Bo»e  of  IIum 
'  "  aatwaid  ha*a  raftieed  At  moat  aqoHaUa  prep- 
of  tb«  bank,  and  have  met  iia  damn^  bt  m 
iort  duea  with  coaplainta  and  reproachea.  It  waa  net 
intaodad  to  tronble  the  Hooaa  with  any  of  the  *arion* 
lettara  whioh  harc  paaaad  on  that  anbieet,  but  aa  Ae 
preaidaut  of  the  bank  trananittad  a  letter  from  the 
office  at  Obariaalan,  «f  hibitlnB  die  condnct  of  the  lo- 
cal banka  in  that  place,  it  la  praaented  to  Ha  Hooaa, 
■aiked  VIH. 

The  conOHllM  nre  of  opinion  that,  initead  of  MB- 
daotfaig  with  theallaged  rigor  tewardi  the  Btate  banka, 
the  Sank  of  Ike  United  Statea  U  liidde  to  the  note 
KR^ooa  obarfe  of  having  inoreaaed  Ihe  amoonl  of  netai 
in  draalation,  by  it*  aeeaplaBce  ef  tkam  in  tfaeae  jJaeaa 
whet*  it  waa  kniwn  Ihay  would  net  be  redanned  te 
^aole,  and  by  making  th^,  in  Aa  nanaer  bafiira- 
mantkined,  Hw  only  ^roulaOng  aaadiani  in  that  part 
of  Aa  coontry.  Aa  forbearance  of  the  bank  tmmda 
the  Stale  banka  ia  nudloaled  on  Uie  grtrand  ef  ita  ba- 
tng  tha  only  mean*  to  indace  tke  reaomplien  of  ipede 

Cyaianta.  TUa  eAot,  if  really  owing  to  that  oanaa, 
a  bean  prsTod  to  be  bnt  teoiperBry,  and  ezperianca 
baa  riiown  that  at  tha  tatae  time,  or  aoon  after  the  re- 
fttial  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  etate*  te  t«criti  tha 
noWa  of  ita  ofioee,  many  of  the  Stale  banka  began  to 
aoipand  and  evade  tkeb  aperae  paymenta. 

So  long  aa  the  notea  of  each  office  were  payabte  at 
all  the  o^era,  and  tha  office  iaaolng  them  waa  not  tx- 
cfoHTety  Uable  for  th«[  ledenption,  the  djaconnia  at 
thoae  uacaa,  agunat  which  uete  waa  a  balaaca  of 
trade,  became  laign  in  preportlMi  to  their  indemai^ 
againct  denanda.  Aa  tha  notea  of  Iba  officea  ware 
ipidly  eanied  o^  the  paymant  of  tbaaa  diaconnta  w 


increaaa  tha  debts  of  ihe  Stale  banka  lo  the  oScea 
of  tha  Bank  of  the  United  auiea  at  theae  pUoaa.  The 
demanda  of  Ihe  bank  were  anfiered  lo  accamolate  im- 
pioperlj,  inataad  of  beiDg  gradnalijr  radncad  aa  apacie 
waa  required  at  other  officea,  and  in  amall  ^nanlitiaa 
that  wonid  not  have  been  fiilt.  Their  tadaetion  waa 
not  ioaiated  upon  auScientty  aaily ;  and,  whan  the 
bank  began  to  call  for  apecie,  ita  demanda  wara  ao  coa- 
ajderahle  aa  not  only  to  eipoae  the  local  baoka,  bnt  Ilka 
dUiena  in  their  Tidnity,  genarally,  lo  tcij  aerate 
preaaare. 

By  anbatitating  tha  credit  of  indiTiduala  bt  Iba  pig- 
ment of  the  aocond  inatalmanl.  wbieh  will  be  pnamt* 
ly  aUted,  inataad  of  coin  or  notaa  of  Bute  bankik  Iba 
Bank  of  tha,Unitad  Stataa  in  a  great  meaanre  daprivad 


000,  while  the  notei  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  S 
in  drcolatiOD,  amounted  to  $4,764,000;  by  which  it 
might  have  been  subjected  to  embairiaamenta  ariaing 
from  the  calli  of  Uie  local  ioatilatiaBa.  The  comnut- 
tee  think  it  evident,  from  Ihii  remit,  that  the  bank  did 
not  eierciae,  with  auffident  energy,  the  power  which 
it  poneaaed,  and  might  hare  relamed,  bnt  rather  af- 
forded Inducementa  lo  tha  State  banka  to  eilead  the 
amount  of  their  circulating  notea,  and  thua  iocreaaad 
one  of  the  erila  it  waa  intended  to  correcL 

In  anawer  to  an  inquiry  aJdreaaed  by  the ifiafi 

on  Ihia  aotijaot  lo  the  preaideol  of  Uie  bank,  Ibey  were 
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tnaUui  with  hit  vurwt,  and  «  l«tUi  from  tba  office 
«t  Botton,  marked  IX,  and  wan  ntend  to  ■  rapon 
of  Iho  dHDinitlM  of  dincton  on  tha  SSth  of  Angnat, 
1818,  (narkod  X.  Thoae  docnmant*  asUbit  the  rea- 
•oai  of  tho  bank  for  adopting  tb«  ruolntiarw  of  that 
dale,  b;  wbich  th«  nolea  of  the  offieei  were  lefuaed 
acceptance.  In  the  letter  of  tha  Boitoa  office  much 
•treia  ia  placed  npen  the  large  acctltnQiBtioa  of  piper 
and  draft*  at  Boaton,  iianed  bj  the  Southern  and 
Wciteio  office*.  And  thia  became  an  important  ob- 
ject of  inqairj.  The  booka  of  the  parent  bank  do  not 
ftlTniih  information  reapacting  tha  dralla  made  bj,  and 
open,  tha  officei,  eicepling  thoaa  tthieh  were  made 
on  it.  And  the  commitlee  haTe  not  aieertained  iheir 
amoaDt,  except  at  the  offices  in  Baltimore  and  thi* 
citj.  From  the  local  ailuation  of  Baltimore,  the  ilata- 
mcntt  obtained  at  (hat  office,  marked  XI,  XII,  ma;  be 
conaidered  aa  fnmiihing  infficieot  proof  of  the  cor- 
lactDcn  of  the  opinion  eipreaaed  b;  Itia  Boaten  office. 
To  the  oiBco  at  Boalon,  ita  debt  flnclnatcd  between 
•34,000  and  9316,000,  nntil  Haj  Iiat,  tinea  which  it 
haa  been  indebted  to  Baltimore  fSOO  to  967,000.  Ita 
debt  to  the  office  at  New  York  ha*  varied  from  9100,- 
OOO  to  $1,847,000,  and,  until  Octobei  lart,  it  baa  gene- 
rail;  owed  that  office  more  tbaa  $l,fiaO,000.  Atthat 
time  tha  New  York  office  waa  brooght  in  debt  to  Bal- 
timore 997,378 ;  iU  debt  in  NoTember  lait  waa  910,- 
949.  The  eiplanation  of  thate  axtraordiDtij  redne- 
lioni  of  the  Baltimore  debt*  ia  given  from  the  ciicnm- 
ttaitcei  of  Treatarj  dralla  on  the  North  being  delivered 
directlj  to  the  Baltimore  ofiBce,  or  aent  to  it  Ibrongh 
the  office  at  thia  eitj ;  and  bj  a  check  on  New  York  for 
more  than  a  million,  given  by  the  parent  bank  in  pay- 
ment of  foreign  billa  of  eichange,  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. The  Baltimore  debt  to  the  parent  bank  haa 
Taricd  from  $1,000,000  to  $9,000,000,  and  haa  gene- 
rail;  exceeded  $6,000,000.  Notwiihatanding  iheir 
heavy  debit  to  New  York,  Boaten,  and  Philadelphia, 
the  dralit  of  the  Baltimore  office  oa  ihoie  placea 
cootinned  nuinterropted,  and  exceuive  in  amonnt; 
that  office  waa  originajl;  lapplied  with  notea  to  the 
amount  of  9^7^,000,  and  bad  relamed  to  it  from 
Philadelphia  $1,097,000,  in  ita  note*,  and  ;el  it  ii 
attted  b;  the  teller,  that  it  never  had  a  lufficient 
qnantit;  of  notea  10  meet  it*  demand* ;  that  the;  did 
not  remain  twent;-four  honra  in  the  office,  but  were 
ConiUntl;  remitted  to  the  North  with  the  drafta 
which  it  iaaned.  And  there  can  be  no  donbt,  on  a 
compariaon  of  tha  ttatemenla  referred  to,  connected 
with  theae  facta,  that  the  draftt  from  Baltimore,  given 


reipiired. 

In  a  letter  of  the  pietident,  dated  June  27,  ISI7,he 
obaerrcB,  "the  dlreclora  coniideiing  (among  other 
thingi}  the  low  ttale  of  the  apecie  and  individual  de- 
podte*  at  your  office,  and  the  magnitude  of  your  dii- 
eounta  and  thOM  tt  thi*  bank,  la  well  for  Baltimore 
aa  thi*  place,  and  the  very  inadequate  and  diipropor- 
tioned  amount  of  diacoont*  to  whidi  the  office  at  New 
York  hai  been  reelricted  in  coaaequenco  of  the  daily 
and  exceauTB  drad*  from  ;our  office  and  thia  bank, 
which  haa  become  the  tntiiect  of  jtiet  animadvermon," 
direct  that  the  then  amount  of  diacount*  thoutd  not 
be  exceeded.  The  aame  language  ia  held  in  other  let- 
tara,  (XID,  XIV,)  but  it  lerminited  in  nnavaUing  re- 
BOnatrancet;  the  Baltimore  office  continued  ita  draft* 
and  itt  ditcountB,.and  drained  the  tpecie  from  the 
Hnthani  officee.    And  inch  wai  the  want  of  flrmneti 


ved  one  of  the  oflindiDg  diractan^' and  look  a» 
efieetnal  atep  to  control  then,  tmtil  the  adoption  ^ 
the  general  rettdutione  of  Angutt  SS,  1818,  fmUiSag 
the  officei  to  draw  on  each  o&tt.  The  effect  of  thaaa 
axoeaiive  draft*  on  the  Northern  offices  waa  to  oonpal 
the  conatant  remittance  of  apecie  there  to  cripple  thes 
in  all  their  operationa,  to  limit  their  diacounta  to  a 
trifling  amount,  to  caute  the  revenue  paid  there,  taA 
which  would  ittelfhave  been  a  capital  for  bDaincia,la 

drawn  Southward,  thua  compelling  them  to  doBj 

the  dobtora  of  the  Qovernment  an;  indnlgenca  of 

commodation  in  their  paymenta;  to  bring  Iboae 
ofGcea  into  debt  with  the  State  banka,  to  produca  ■ 
general  deprciaion  of  credit,  and  a  aavero  preaaure  tat 
money.  Thoae  placea  were,  in  fact,  made  tribntaiy  t» 
Baltimore ;  and  all  their  neana  and  anergiea  weie  ta- 
qnired  to  lupply  itt  extravagant  iitne*. 

A  tudden  reduction  of  the  Baltimore  debt  to  tha 

orthem  office*  appear*  to  have  taken  place  in  March 
and  April  Uuat,  and  witluD  a  few  nontha  past  those 
officee  have  beeif  brought  in  debt  to  iL  Tliia  ia  ao' 
counted  for  by  the  caahier  of  that  office,  by  aaying  that 
it  arose  prtnciiMll;  from  Trsaaur;  drafta,  and  b;  the 
tale  of  formgn  billa  of  exchange.  Drafta  were  givan 
aome  inatancea^  and  to  oonsideralile  amounts,  di- 

:Uy  to  Baltimore  on  the  Northern  officat,and,iB 
other  inatancct,  such  drafts  went  through  the  office  i& 
dty.  It  it  not  to  be  pretnmed  that  these  drafts 
givan  ti;  the  Treaaary  with  a  knowledge  of  aU 
the  ciicuinttaneea,  or  with  a  view  to  draw  the  revuiiM 
coDecl«d  at  the  North  to  Baltimore,  merely  to  aid  that 
-"--  in  paying  itt  debta.  Yet  lueh  waa  the  afibot, 
although  it  enabled  Baltimore  to  oontiniM  its 
large  diacounta,  it  impovarithad  the  Northern  office*, 
and  the  cities  where  they  were  eetahlithed  were  mad* 

tee!  the  preaanre.  Ilia  Baltimore  debt  to  tha  parsat 
bank  wilt  be  foand  to  have  regularly  increaaed  witk 
the  reduction  of  itt  debts  to  the  other  offices,  until  it 
remittod  91,007,000  in  billa  of  exchange  on  Londoa  ; 
wbidi  remittano*  i*  cooneeled,  bj  the  leatimon;  of  J. 
Vf.  McOulloeh.  Esq.,  with  the  negotiation  axphinad 
in  the  letter  of  the  (weaident,  XT.  The  loan  whiA 
retulled  from  tttat  aegotialioii  waa  on  pledge  of  itock 
that  had  bean  pledged  at  Baltimore;  the  bank  **- 
samed  it  and  received  the  billa  of  exchange,  and  paid 
for  them,  1^  giving  a  check  oa  the  N«w  York  offia* 
for  ttte  amount,  at  the  lime  the  Baltimore  office  waa 
indebted  to  the  parent  bank  mora  than  98,000,1)00. 

It  might  have  beai  ...... 

the  Baltimore  office  ni 

beiag  preaaed  by  tl 
The  bat  will  Dowerer  appeu  from  the  taUe 
XI,  that  untU  Saplember  la«t  it  wai  indebted  to  Am 
ofBce  at  Lexington,  that  the  debta  of  Cincinnati,  CkHh 
licothe,  and  Loniiville  to  it  were  email  in  amoanl^ 
end  that  the  only  office  which  haa  oonstantlj  owed  it 
ia  Now  Orleana,  and  that  office  not  to  a  large  amount 
until  lately. 

From  these  facta  it  would  aeem  to  reault  that  the 
embarrtaaments  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee,  ia 
receiving  the  notea  of  all  ita  officea,  did  not  arise  «• 
much  tiom  the  lair  and  ordinary  tnltnce  of  trade* 
which  might  have  Iwen  calculated  and  provided  for,  •• 
from  tlM  exceaaive  diacounta  granted  at  aome  of  the 
officea,  particularl;  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and 
the  draft*  conaeqaent  upon  thoae  diacounta  whidk 
were  made  upon  tha  other  officea.     Prom  the  goiim- 
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Mfldcawof  lheb«nkwitl>itaoffiea,it  ii  obnoni  that 
Xtia  wu  lli«  o^ioD  of  th*  diiecton  and  lh«  offiean; 
it  b  diMinetly  uuKned  u  on«  of  tbe  graondi  lot  r*- 
ftonog  the  note*  of  tb«  oScmid  UMraport  of  Ibecom- 
B^teo,  X,  and  it  ii  mora  atrongly  urged  in  tha  letter 
of  the  BoatOB  office,  rabmitted  and  adopted  by  the 

Eieident,  IX,  and  ii  ejoqnealljr  enforced  in  several  of 
letten. 
Thii  oomniitlae  it  not  prepand  to  aaj  that  an  nni- 
formty  eqnal  cnrrency  'canld  bale  been  maintamed 
«nd«r  the  most  ampidoua  drcumetancM ;  they  w-e 
JBclincd  to  the  opinion  that  each  an  ettempt  would  be 
b^Mleni,  bat  they  condder  iti  abandonment  at  the 
time  aa  having  been  produced  hy  tha  canua  before 
■t«t«d.  The  riloTtB  of  tha  bank  to  meet  the  payment 
Oi  ita  aot(B  at  all  its  officei  north  of  Chu-lealoD,  nere 
oartainly  great,  and  pBTtienlariy  at  New  York  and 
Boelon,  ta  will  epptar  bam  the  reeolutions  marked 
XVI,  and  the  acconnt  of  ipecie  remitted  XVII.  The 
relinqniiliment  of  the  attempt  wae  ioTolantary  and 


From  the  teatimony  of  the  cashier  and  tellets  of  the 
bank,  the  teller  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  of 
the  cashier  and  teller  of  the  office  at  Baltimop,  it  will 
appear,  very  satisAictority,  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
and  that  office  in  adopting  the  new  aystem  of  refming 
Ilia  notes  of  the  branches,  was  perfectly  lair  and 
equitsblej  that  the  bank  and  the  Baltimore  office 
promptly  paid  and  received  all  the  notes  of  the  other 
offices  whuA  bad  paid  out  prevloaa  to  the  change  of 
,  the  system,  whenever  application  was  made  (or  the 
Bturpoee,  and  that  in  no  instance  have  they  refused  to 
do  so.  Injnrypn^bly  was  suffered  by  those  whe 
had  receiTed  the  depredated  uolea  in  the  nmal  coane 
of  busineas,  but  the  eommitlee  cannot  perceive  how 
the  bank  conld  have  changed  ita  ayatem  in  any  mut- 
ner  les*  injnrioDs  to  itself  and  less  incoDveniaat  to  the 
public  than  that  which  was  adopted. 

From  thia  change  of  system,  which  placed  the  notes 
•(  the  offices  on  the  same  footing  with  those  at  the 
loa»l  banks  in  their  Ticinity,  resulted  a  greater  difier- 
eoee  in  the  exchange  between  the  diOerent  parts  of 
the  Union.  The  office*  M  New  Orleans,  Savannah, 
•ad  Charieaton,  had  never  been  indnded  in  the  plan 
nf  Aqnaliiing  the  currency.  They  had  always  been 
left  to  their  own  discretion  in  receiving  or  refosing  tha 
Botes  of  the  other  offices.  In  May,  1617,  the  offices 
at  Charleston  and  Savannah  were  authotixed  to  draw 
Ml  Ibose  at  the  North  at  a  premium.  In  April,  (hoae 
•t  Lexington  and  Cindnnati  were  aathoriisd  to  pur- 
chase tnlla  on  the  Eaatem  and  Northern  dties.  In 
IlMtmbert  1817,  the  Southern  offiee*  were  authoriied 
to  draw  at  •  premium  on  those  at  the  North.    In  Oe- 


tobct  and  November,  18IT,  tha  Western  offices  were 
Mithoriied  to  draw  at  a  premium  on  Philadelphia  and 
the  office*  sooth  of  itj  and  it  appear*  that  ihooffices 
at  JiexingloB  and  Cincinnati,  bejora  Fabroary,  I8I8, 
ware  in  the  practice  of  drawing  on  the  Eaatern  cities. 
These  facts  show  that  the  bank,  sod  most  of  the 
^cas,  sold  drafts  upon  each  other  long  before  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  ZSlh  of  August,  1819, 
raf^Df  the  notes  of  the  offices ;  and  estabhah  thai, 
while  tiie  bank  was  attempting  to  equalize  the  cur- 
nun,  by  the.  payment,  of  ite  notes  at  all  its  offices 
iMTlh  of  Charleston,  it  waa  at  the  same  time  selling 
dia&a  between  those  offices  at  a  premium.  A  system 
of  domastie  aichange  waa  adopted  by  the  bank  on  the 
Uthof  July,  1817,markedXVlII.  It containa  sonM 
pMviaiottt  which  appear  eieeptionabEei  but  as   the 


plan  never  waa  acted  upon,  it  is  not  deemed  tu 
to  notice  them.  It  has  been  impracticable 
'committee  to  seeertsin  the  amount,  or  the  rates  of  the 
drafts,  )dd  by  and  upon  the  offices.  On  eiaminatian 
of  the  books  of  the  parent  b*nk,  it  appears  that  drafts 
were  told  by  it  on  Charleston,  New  Orleans,  and 
Savannah,  within  a  few  days  of  each  other,  at  very 
diSerent  ratea;  on  one  day  at  one  per  cent.,  and  on 
another  day  at  five  per  cent,  on  the  same  office.  It 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  account  tot  these  flne- 


HowBvei  dangeron*  to  the  community  may  be  the 
power  of  selling  drafts,  in  the  hands  of  an  institution 
whose  resonrce*  may  ba  adequate  to  the  control  of  do- 
mestic exchange,  according  to  ita  jntereat  or  caprice, 
yet  the  committee  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  thet  the 
b*nk  posaeaees  the  power.  Excepting  the  fluclaation* 
before  noticed,  the  rate  of  premium  has  not  hitherto 
been  extortionate,  in  any  instance  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  committee.  The  proceedings  of  tha 
bank  and  its  officers,  snd  the  reasons  and  views  enter- 
tained by  them,  ate  exhibited  in  the  report  XVIII,  in 
the  letter  of  (he  president  XtX,  and  in  the  extracts 
liom  the  oorreapondance  XX. 

Varions  opinions  are  entertained  on  the  eipedieBoy 
of  the  bank's  selling  drafta.  While  many  auppoee  that 
it  would  coBMilt  ita  own  dignity  and  interest,  in  r^ 
(raining  from  the  practice,  and  woald  receive  an  equiv- 
alent for  the  toss  of  premium  in  the  confidence  and 
support  of  the  oommerciil  community,  by  delivering 
its  draila  gratuitously,  when  it  was  convenient  la  draw 
at  B<] )  oihers  contend  that  the  system  of  gratuitoue 
drafts  would  open  an  aventie  to  favoritiim,  and,  at  all 
events,  would  expose  the  bulk  to  the  charge  in  • 
greater  degree  than  if  it  eold  ita  drafts.  Without  ex- 
pressing any  opinion  upon  these  subjects,  npon  whidi 
the  community  is  mush  divided,  end  to  which  the  a^ 
tention  of  the  committee  has  net  been  partieulaily  di* 
reeled,  they  oontent  themsdvee  with  obeerviag,  that  if 
drafta  ere  sold,  they  ought  to  be  at  fliwl,  known,  and 
permanent  prices,  not  exceeding  the  expense  of  tnuM> 
porlation  of  specie,  on  the  fiir  agio  ax  buunses :  flie 
want  of  these  fixed  price*  in  the  bank  and  its  oQo*^ 
appear*  to  your  committee  censnrsble. 

Connected  with  the  sabject  of  eichsnge,  is  that  ti 
dealing  in  the  notes  of  the  State  banks.  In  a  la^ 
ter  of  the  President  to  the  Charleston  office,  wUck 
had  received  the  laoction  of  the  board  of  ^rectorsi 
marked  XXI,  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  legalitr  and 
popriety  of  inch  purchases  iaexprcaaed.  NoaviJencei 
bowevqirj  has  been  oblBined,  that  they  have  actoallj 
been  made.  The  practice,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coaa- 
mittee,  wonld  be  highly  improper  and  daDgerena,  and 
contrary  to  the  spirit,  if  not  the  words  of  the  Bth  fun- 
damental 'article. 

Among  the  resolutions  of  the  direolora,  are  two  on 
the  subject  o/ discounts,  on  a  pledge  of  stock,  marked, 
XXII  and  XXIII,  passed  the  18tb  tmd  3Tth  December, 
1816.  These  resolutions  obvioutlj  contemplate  only 
discounts  to  the  Btockholilera,  and  one  avowed  object 
was  to  fscilitate  the  payment  of  the  specie  part  of  the 
second  instalment,  which  wu  ten  doHara  on  a  share, 
and  to  be  paid  by  the  S3d,  January,  1817.  The  loan* 
ware  to  be  confined  to  the  proportiona  of  the  coin  part 
of  the  lecond  inatatment,  on  the  shares  which  had  been 
subscribed  at  the  places  where  offices  were  dien  in 
operation — New  York,  Boston,  and  Baltimore.  The 
total  amount  of  these  loans  to  pay  the  specie  put  of  tha 
said  instalment  on  the  30th  of  February,  1B17,  at  PUS 
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a  9tH,S31  S7,  ud  at  Bi}linora,  mt  tkU 
dale,  Mu  •IW.nO  00. 

"nie  committee  fasTe  dM  obuintd  hiformttioa  of  tka 
amouDt  «t  Nbo  York  and  BoatoD,  bat  tbsy  an  in- 
limiiw]  bj  the  offleen  of  the  btnk,  that  ibe  diwounli  at 
Aoae  plaCM  wara  to  a  verj  triiliDg  amouBt,  if  any. 
Th«  eommiltoe  can  ne  no  raaaon  to  jnatUy  Aaae 
pnmatnre  effuita,  to  aid  the  payment  d  tha  aeoa&d  in' 
Btalmeot,  before  it  fell  due,  and  bafbre  the  ezpeilmeiil 
waa  made  to  aaeeitain  how  mach  oould  be  paid  in  ipawa. 
ThoM  eflbrta  do  not  appear  to  hive  been  T«ry  a«oaa>> 
hi;  for  9830,0S6  on];  w«re  paid  dvrwf  the  inoutk  of 
iannat;,  1811,  while  •l,0T8^1«  waa  paid  after  thai 
period,  the  ST«ataat  prapoitloD  in  Maj  and  June,  as  will 


Tlie  amount  paid  by  ohecka,  also,  appeara  from  that 
abatract,  the  most,  if  not  the  whole,  of  which  wer«  to 
dratr  the  procaeda  of  nolei  diacounted  for  the  pnipoaa. 
And  it  appeara,  that  in  many  inatanecf,  partioalarij 
in  one  related  in  Ht.  HcEueu  ■  teitimon;,  hendnafker 
referred  to,  and  in  another  referred  to  in  the  Pr««- 
dent'a  Utter  of  May  17tb,  IBIT,  maiked  XXV,  that 
the  diiectora  did  not  confine  thamaeliea  to  the  amonnt 
yraairitwd  in  the  raaolntion  of  the  27th  Dacamber, 
that  ia  la  the  prOfMirtiBn  irf  the  coin  part  of  the  aooond 
inaUlmant,  but  diacounted  to  the  foil  Tahie  of  the  atockj 
which  waa  paid  for  by  the  procaodi  of  the  lame  dia- 
(MBnta;  and  tbe^iacount,  the  payment  of  the  aecocd 
■utahnent,  the  payment  of  the  price  to  the  ownei 
lta>afer  and  Iha  pUdge  of  the  atoek,  were,  ae 
taoBed,  aimiiltaiieoga  acta.  All  the  diwMMiBla  on  atock, 
aftorthaSOthFabmaqr,  I8IT,waiemadeBlthaparTa]iw 
af  the  aharw,  wkifili  enaUed  the  diacoQDtar  not  only  to 
pay  Iha  whole  of  hi*  iaalali^nta,  inclndinf  the  ^acia 
put,  and  (he  fiudad  debt  part,  but  alio  to  draw  out  of 
tlw  bank  the  amotmi  which  miskt  have  bean  paid  in 
aa  hia  ahana.  It  ia  alleged,  in  juatificatien  of  Ihoaa 
dUcmintB,  that  ^>eele  bou  a  laty  high  premium,  and 
that  ih«  tank  eoald  not  have  oosunencad  bttthtaaa, 
wakn  thai  otoda  of  obtainiDg  the  apeoie  paymant  had 
bam  adapted.  With  raapact  to  the  price  of  Bpe«ie,  it 
■q^ttan  to  have  been  ail  per  cant,  at  Ptdladalphia,  oa 

ie  6lh  JanUBiy  1817,  aod  about  the  aamo  piioe  at 
and  that  it  had  bean  much  liigher.  Ad- 
fOTOr,  that  the  prioa  would  have  baenmnch 

A  Gonaaquaiceof  ila  beiag  iwdatalood  that 

a  paymaot  on  the  aaookd  inaulmant  would  ba 

rigidly  aaded,  yel  th«  commiltaa  cannot  peic«lT«  the 
joalice  of  enabUng  aotna  of  the  atoekholdeia  to  eiade 
thai  payment,  and  the  cenaequant  loaa  of  the  juamiua 
aaapecie,  wiiila  the  majority  had  baen  compelled  to 
inaur  the  aama  loaa,  in  oidai,  ttiictly,  to  comply  with 
Iha  taw  and  theii  engagements  i  pailicalarly  uojoat 
waa  it  lo  thoae  who  reaiJed  at  auch  a  diatance  from 
the  bank  that  they  could  not  avail  Ihemseliea  of  the 
privilt^e  granted.  And  the  injuitiee  appaan  the 
neater,  when  it  is  known,  that  the  eipenae  of  the 
— "<«  afterwaids  imported  by  the  bank,  in  order  to 
y  tiie  deficiency  produced  by  tbe  evaaion  it  had 
iriiediwas  aiaeased  equally  upon  tboaa  atockho Id- 
era  who  had  neglected  to  pay,  npon  thoae  who  had 
already,  at  coniiderable  loss,  fuioiabed  their  quota  of 
coin,  and  upon  the  Govemmpnt.  Beven  millions  waa 
the  whole  aum  required  to  be  paid  in  coin — the  specie 
part  of  the  first  ioilalment,  amounting  lo  91,100,000 
was  paid :  of  the  $^,800,000,  which  waa  to  have  be«n 
paid  at  tbe  aecond  imtalment,  it  is  imposaibte  to  say 
what  amount  waa  actually  paid  in  coin. 

The  aUtement  befora  reforred  to,  marked  XXIV, 


au^ly  tl 


wil  aboar  tha  pm&Mita  in  cow  «t  FUladalphk)  wi 
■batnot  Marked  ZZVI,  will  eiUbit  Iha  natBinal  pay- 
gaanta  on  all  Iha  inatalmenia,  of  wU«h  •IS.VTa.lM 
wa*  paid  In  the  atochboMan  in  fnndad  debu  (e>d«- 
aiae  of  the  trfiOOfiM  mbaoribad  bj  lh«  Goivnunt.) 
inaUed  of  1^1,000,000  which  were  Baqniiad  by  ihalaw ; 
and«U,100,167waaMid,aaBUMiniheah«i*a,m 
coin.  But,  in  that  abatract,  a  check  on  Iha  bMik,»r 
on  other  banka  anppoaed  to  pay  apecie,  ia  daamed  a 
payment  in  OMn ;  and  as  the  paymetita  on  Iha  aacsMi 
inatalmant  continued  to  be  made  and  raceited  focwx 
months  and  more,  after  it  waa  due,  and  aa,  duiag 
that  timet  large  disconnla  on  atocka  were  coaatanlty 
made,  it  is  obrious  that  tbe  abalract  camnot  ba  teliad 
on  aa  Bihibiliitg  an  actual  amount  paid  In  apacia. 
Nor,  on  tha  other  hand,oauld  tbe  whole  amount  of  the 
djaeounta  on  atock  be  ooundarad  aahaTioc  been  appUad 
to  tha  payment  of  the  aaeoad  ioatdmeM.  By  Hal*- 
ment  marked  <B)  referred  to  intheeadrier^  an«war, 
and  by  thia  oommiltae  nurkad  JLS.VI1,  it  appana  that 
the  ducounts  on  tbe  30th  JuIt,  1817,  on  pledged  atock, 
amonnlad  to  98|M6,9a3 :  of  thle  amount,  a  part  waa  ap- 
plied to  the  paymant  of  the  third  iualaJment,  and  apart 
was  drawn  out  of  tbe  bank  by  tbe  diwMuntara.  A  large 
portion  of  it,  is  beliCTed,  however,  to  bave  been  naad 
lo  pay  the  aeoottd  instalment.  Of  the  $8,800,000, 
which  was  to  have  been  paid  at  the  third  inalalment, 
it  ia  believed  that  a  vaij  triAiog  amount  waa  paid  in 
ecin,  and  aa  little  of  the  fnndad  debt,  but  that  neariy 
the  whole  of  both  waa  paid  by  the  nocaeda  of  notaa 
diacouutad  en  the  pledge  of  atock.  The  total  amount 
of  ^ecie  imported  from  Europe  by  the  bank,  ainca  ita 
inatilutlon  (o  thia  time,  appeara,  by  atatemant  mailed 
XXVIlI,to  ba  97,311,750  03,  the  enenaaof  wbicb, 
Ududiag  interaa^  premium,  aitd  SSO/WO  paid  to  the 
agent  for  going  to  Iiondon,  amounta  to  ffiSB^SOT  38. 
Tbe  eontraot  made  for  a  part  of  that  apecia,  and  Ibe 
authority  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  tbe  agent,  are  BBbmitled, 
maiked  XXEK,  XXJC.  To  the  reaaona  urged  by  Ae 
officers  of  the  bank,  that  such  was  the  aeardtr  of  ape- 
cie,  that  it  could  not  have  been  obUined,  and  that, 
without  facilitating  diepaymanti  by  making  diaeonnla, 
the  bank  could  not  have  ircne  into  operation — thaoem- 
mittee  observe  that  they  are  at  a  loss  to  perceive  bow 
the  simple  act  of  discounting  could  make  theepede 
more  plenty  ;  that,  if  it  was  not  actaally  in  the  baA 
at  tbe  time  of  making  thoae  diaeaunia,  the  oheiAe  of 
the  discounters  could  not  be  cMiridered  aa  aqnivaleBt 

The  amount  of  spade  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
atalea,  in  January,  IBlT;waa  •1,794,100— •eM,OO0 
mora  than  die  cohi  part  of  the  firat  inatalaaant,  uad 
which  may  fiairiy  be  pieaamed  to  have  been  recetrad 
for  the  second  inat^ment.  If  then  the  cbeoka  ef 
ato<^oldeTs  foiuded  apoa  diaconnts  were  eqaivalant 
to  specie,  they  were  by  them  aathorised  la  A«w  onl 
of  the  bank  the  very  coin  which  had  been  paid  In  bj 
other  atockholdera,  in  order  to  pay  i(  into  Ihe  ban 
again,  for  dieir  own  beneflt,  and  to  oonplete  the  pay- 
'  of  the  spede-pirt  of  the  second  iiutBlBe»--att 
tion  of  more  potency  in  creating  node  thamwea 
ever  ascribed  to  the  fiibled  finger  of  Midaa.  Tbe  gen- 
eral statement  in  Febrnary,  1 8 17,  showa  that  the  total 
amount  of  bills  discounted  was  9«,08O,l)«7— making 
excess  of  $1,S0S,958  of  discounts  over  the  speeia 
the  bank.  Piom  vthidi  it  would  reault,  that  Iha 
checha  tor  tbe  proceeds  of  thoee  discounts  wet*  not  fat 
equivalent  to  specie.  As  to  the  difficulty  of 
(he  bank  going  into  operation  without  thoae  dia« — *- 
being  made,  to  fteilttate  the  payment  ^  the  a 
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sanoKi  of  o(mGB3Ki& 


AMfe^Ai  UHllaiiaimm. 


h«t  iMi 

TMMnd  tW  diScoll; ;  ferit  uBb<rlotM  thatUdid  Mt 
add  ■  linfla  «Mit  to  the  apMia  in  Um  noUa  of  Um 
wtttutiMi.  Wk*t  olhci  dwBtilty  Ihn  ' 
iconiriM  w  sot  I 
o  hmra  rMded  alsMt  widi- 
oot  an  «ttoTt. 

The  tflMt  of  ttaaa  diaaonnla  wm,  T«t]t  tbiionalj, 
enaUa  tboaa  «ko  had  made  large  psMbaiaa  to  rat)  .. 
&«ir  MiM^  widwot  naying  £u  it,  and  to  dari«*  a  baa- 
cAt  fmn  ita  probaU*  adnMMBattt  in  priea.     Had 
the  bank  ligidlj  reqoired  A*  pajnaM  of  iha  inatal' 


Mant,  th«  large 

ttan  irf  thea  tharaa  which  Uieir  Mai  

■nabla  ibam  te  hoU ;  or,  if  iba  hank  had  not  aiacted 
Oe  initalmenii,  and  had  M>t  aSbidad  the  inaaaa  of 
iSbatiUitiiig  cradil  Gn  pajBent,  the  atocfc  weatd  net 
haie  edvanead  nMerialir  in  prioe,  B*d  the  large  bold- 
«n  of  it  noald  lw*e  had  ne  indiicemMit  to  rati' 
la  oilhet  «Tent,  a  nwre  aqnal  difltwiow  of  the  d 
would  baie  bean  the  oonaegMnoa,  and  it  leotdd 
MlHhed  the  handa  of  lolid  eapitaliata,  who  woaU  ben 
held  enlj  what  Iher  eonld  par  Aw-  H  ia  bebevad  that 
tba  loaa  of  the  dirideodi,  and  Oa  Uabilit;  to  pa; 
baleieat  an  A*  tniNl»enta  doe,  wonld  bare  been 
aoScient  to  coHpet  eren  the  atodjohber  to  aell.  Al- 
though if  tboie  aiicoiiDti  had  not  been  Made  the  in- 
BOdiate  preflta  of  the  bonk  woidd  not  have  be«B  ao 
taqa,  jrot  it  would  BOt  haia  had  an  nnniiMj  capital 
to  luanaga :  it  oobM  hare  proceeded  gra^ial^,  grvw- 
iag  with  the  grcwth  and  abengtbaning  with  the 
atrength  of  the  nation,  aa  it  aakarg^  froiB  Iha  sTili  of 
tho  good  of  neper  iawtod  by  the  JecaHwtitolWBa.  The 
hank  oonldhave  felt  ila  war,  aad  m«Maiadila  raoMU 
with  the  inareaang  dananda  of  A*  eonntiT.  Soch  a 
eavliotu  yieteedtig  we«U  have  mafaM  it  le  lendet 
BoafauUe  aarTMa  in  efaaakiag  the  Hanae  of  Slate 
ImbIm,  ai>d  bringinfl  IbMB  te  the  alHnaliln  oflMwad 
WnkiiipMj,  w  la  Iha  parwaaant  raanii^tia^  ti  ape»ia 
pt^Kenta.  ThoovilofdioeeaBlfy  waalba  imBaMe 
■wtojitof  baakaeteaudetedita.  ThoBaMkeftha 
Onited  Statea  iDcreaeed  it  It  it*  oedite  to  atadthoU- 
•n.  That  oonne  did  indeed  ■■■>!■  the  tiieoton  lo 
<»ela»e  a  large  dirMand,  b«l  that  Iha  apparent  ptoe- 
MhT  wee  tenpttoy  and  ftllaoMM,  i«  dauonatMled 
hy  the  tMest  dfridaiBd  of  two  and  •  telf  ^r  aank 

It  might  hare  been  auppoaed,  aa  il  hia  bean  Qrg«d, 
that  the  diacDODtiDg  on  atodc  wia  the  onij  meana  in 
Ae  power  of  Iha  bank  to  enforoe  Ibo  pajuent  af  the 
aeooud  inatahnrnt.  It  ia  bdieved  that  the  oagagwrnent 
on  the  part  of  the  atockholden  eonld  have  been  en* 
fcreed  wiibeat  diCcvllr  by  the  court*  of  law.    DeeiB- 


d  eaounty  but  thopMge 
oftheaieek,  Itianel  pereeieed  bow  hia  legal  habUiqr 
weiuimaeed.  In  the  eale  ef  the  atook  pledged  tbaia 
was  indcod  a  prnipeGt  of  indemnity^  which  depended 
hawevar  whol^  on  the  prioe  of  ibaree  in  tbe  nuket. 
The  ease  i^DBataaaei  that  pteveated  At  aotoaJ 
payment  of  Ae  inelahaent  would  hare  fnlarpeaod,  it  ia 
pTeeamed,  to  ohiUnet  the  liquidation  «f  the  neto  JH 
Sen  of  it.  And  in  the  aBergency  whicA  wenU  have 
•eaipelled  Ihe  bank  to  lodnca  ita  diaeoiuito,  it  w««ld 
«eM  probaMy  require  a  good  price  ftr  the  atock;  aad 


bly  d«Aet  the  6bi»ci  of  aeeuttty.    In  fcot,  a  large  put 


wan  not  paid  at  Ihaiav 
laenl  xivil.)  but  wa* 
red.    Of  ibaatiUlHgerptoportieD  which  inean 
that  atotoment  to  htTa  bean  paid,  it  ia  wholly 


...  ._.  conforlod  into 
peeKiml  eeeari^,  «  what  part  raenned  the 
new  ahape  which  wm  gi<ren  to  notei  diacountod  an 
pledged  itock  after  ihs  SOtb  February,  1817.  It  oo^ 
to  be  Miaarked  that  many  paiaaii,  after  finding  the 
diayewlien  of  the  board,  eilainod  diaoonntBiWbo  wen 
parfaotly  pr^ated  to  pay,  and  wonld  bave  paid  tlmi 
matalBiBla,  rf  Ihe  indttcemento  to  oedit  had  not  bean 
ttkrtd  to  them. 

Had  tbe  bank  reewted  to  ita  fatnady  thiMgh  the 

oonito  to  obtain  tbe  payment  of  the  aacond  inatalaoDt, 

onld  prebably  heTe  oUained  aoueltuDg  frooi  the 


■it  eonld  bava  loat  aothiag— and  at  all 
evento  wonld  ban  aavad  the  diTidanda  i^MMt  the  dalin- 
qneat  ato<&.  Bal  by  taking  the  ooW  of  the  owner  it 
edmitted  that  the  inatalBent  waa  paid,and  abandoned 
the  nuaae  of  eeoeian  giTon  bj  the  charter  in  wilh- 
boldtng  the  dMdeod%  and  obtoued  nothing.  It  d^ 
not  iuxeaat  Iha  re^onribility  of  the  atoebboUer,  while 
it  expeeed  the  bank  to  the  certain  Iob  of  the  drri- 
denda,  and  to  the  chanoaof  loaaif  the  alock  ihonldbe 
forced  hito  A*  market  in  luge  qaanliliea. 

The  oommittoe  ate  of  opfailoti  that  the  raaolntlona, 
end  tbe  pracliea  of  diwannting  befoiemaotieae^ 
were  Lacenecl:  that  they  wm  particolariy  oUecitiaii> 
■Ua,  bom  Aeii  partiel  oi>eration  in  aObiding  fadhtia* 
to  aeaa  atofkhiiUaiai  whioh  ooaU  nM  be  enjeyed  by 
■haie  at  a  diatoBco.  Evan  at  BjchoMnd,  the  aioak> 
beMenawde  tbeir  paytenle  fcr  the  aeeend  inrteln>«nt 
in  fanded  debt  and  in  coin,  wUah  wa*  probably  pui- 
'  aaad  at  a  prMaion.  Tlw  ooDmillee  find  it  dtSralt 
teoeaoile  ibeae  laaelation*  with  the  viawa  profrnied 
their  oilaftioB,  and  aw  aeUlW  that  th^  a 


One  of  Ihe  eala,  obvioiHly  Intaoded  togin 
eteek  a  high  piioe  in  Ae  Enrepeaa  maiket,  wee  we 
— '-■-'-'iBieat  of  an  ag«>cy  Ibwe,  to  pey  the  diri* 
On  the  38ih  Hoveuber,  IBIS,  a  leaotniiaa 
aad,  by  the  oaatiag  veto  of  the  praaideo^  and 
agalMt  Ihe  fepoftof  a  nniagiitljir  who  had  baao  ap- 
pMUad  to  eoaeidet  the  aoliiaat,  amhoiiiing  John  Set. 
faaM,  £aq,  to  make  anangoaMiit*  in  Europe  br  the 
paytoaBtof  the  bank  diiidenda,  at  the  per  of  eidusge, 
aad  at  the  liak  am)  eipenie  of  tha  beo^.    Such  aa 

.  -„Ma^4^  ij  wbi(^  it  waa  atipulatad  to 

I  the  pavflieBia  ais  monlba  after  the  diiidenda 
dadaiaa;  tha  paoera  on  thia  auUect  are  marked 
XXXIX,XUXLL  Howbritwa*objectioAablatha> 
toaffet  indttaenaWa  to  breigDere  to  beeeme  intecesled 
in  aai  etook,  and  aeai-aimuaUy  to  withdraw  from  the 
costly  Ihe  otoauat  of  their  ditideadi^  the  coauniitoe 
do  not  undeittke  to  deoida,  a*  tbay  cotutdsr  it  eue  «f 
thoae  Mineral  a^abelM*t*gtjaata  to  which  tha  reao- 
tiea  efO*  Honaedoea  not  direct  their  attention.  Bn^ 
tfatta  to«Mapel  Anarioaa  etockboldere,  and  the  Got> 


..  thoM  abroad,  appear*  unjoat. 

nearly  equal  dinMonof  the  diracton  on  thii  Important 
ilgeot,  and  the  able  reaaea*  aatigaod  in  the  rspoit  of 
a  eonunittoe  agaiaat  Ihe  meaeare,  oogbl  at  leait  to 
m  prevented  the  preeipileto  adoption  of  tha  leaelu- 
m.    And  when  the  eenntiUee  find  amang  the  elaran 

who  aeted  in  tbe  affirmatiTa  the  name*  of  diieeton 
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HISTOBT  OF  OOKOBflflS. 
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RopR. 


Antfto/Uc  VntUd  .State. 


Jahuut,  1819. 


wko  Imts  bem  conaUBIlj  and  Itrgalr  •■fiK'd  in  th« 
pwdiua  tnd  sale  «f  itook,  and  that  of  the  I«d  who 
vvUd  In  tbe  n«cttiTe.  not  one  bw  bMQ  uecrtaiood  to 
ba*B  d«*lt  in  Iboae  tnnMclioDi,  thaj  arc  almoat 
aiatiblj  impalled  to  tha  concluaion,  that  ths  mat 
WM  adopted  inaie  with  a  *Mw  to  enhanM  tbe  f  rice 
<nrahana,  tban  for  the  permaiMDt  banaflt  of  the  inati- 
Mtion. 

The  prtetica  of  dsconntitig  oa  stock,  to  the  foil 
■mount  paid  upon  the  iharei,  appean  to  hi*e  mm- 
jnanced  b»)t  at  the  parent  bank,  under  the  4lh  bj 
law,  whioh  !■  nmitai  to  the  IK^  regola^on  for  the 
gOTeiDEnent  of  lbs  offices,  both  of  which  were  adi^ited 
■t  the  oonmencement  of  the  ioititation. 
-  Thej  eatboriu  diacoant*  withont  an  endoiaer, 
lheilockofthebank,or  the  fanded  debt  of  the  United 
Statea,  or  euch  other  proper^  «a  ahill  be  approrod 
when  pledged  to  an  amonnt  anffieient  to  ■ecan 
pajment  of  tbe  noteo.  Bf  a  atatement  lefcired 
the  caahier'a  eiatninatloD,  XXVII,  it  appean  that  the 
total  amounlof  dbcoontaon  pledged  alock,  up  to  30th 
July,  1817,  w«*  «B,040,933  04,  of  which  then  had 
been  paid,  at  that  time,  93,616,686  04;  thoae  loana, 
it  ia  preeumed,  were  made  chiefly  at  Pliiladelphia,  aa 
ths  Saltimoie  loana  on  atock  had  not  commenced  to 
a  Urge  eitent  at  that  time.  On  the  8&th  Julj,  181 T, 
ft  naotntion,  marked  XXXI,  wia  adopted,  anthorimng 
the  offleea  to  diaconnt  notea,  secured  bj  •  jdedgo  of 
bank  atock  or  f^oded  debt,  with  a  reeiti},  tiiat  it  might 
be  detiraUe  to  many  peraona  to  obtain  temporary  loaaa 
on  andi  pledgee,  end  a  form  of  the  pledge  was  directed 
t|0  be  lianamitted ;  it  ia  marked  XXXIl.  Theee  notea 
bad  no  endoraera,  and  the  diaoonnl  wu  in  fact  made 
npon  die  credit  of  the  stock.  For  by  a  reeolotion  of  the 
SOth  September,  1817,  marked  XXXIII,  the  pnaiJenl 
aod  eaabier  were  authorized,  in  ell  cam  to  renew  Cbeee 
note*  when  they  ieJl due  between  dis«onntdayi,indl7 
the  reeolotion  of  NoTember  Bth,  1818, marked  XXXIV, 
the  pnaldent  and  cuhier  were  anthoTOed,  in  all  cbm^ 
when  required  by  the  party,  to  aubstitnte  the  note  and 
hypothecation  of  ths  penon  to  whom  stock  might  be  by 
ttuulened,  and  on  which  loana  at  par  bed  been  msde. 

B*  the  resolution  of  SSth  Aagust,  1817,  marked 
XXXV,  discounts  to  stockholders  were  authorised,  at 
ona  hundred  and  tnenqr-fiTs  dollar*  per  ahare,  npon 
preasntitig  Mllalenl  security  for  the  twenty-fiie  doUr  ~ 
nie  proniioa  requiiing  aa  endorser,  or  collateral 
euri^ibf  tbe  excess,  eboTs  the  par  Tains,  was  iauany 
inttanoes,  and  to  Tsry  considsrable  amennta,  sKetutlly 
(Tided,  by  '•ome  of  the  largest  borrDWera  beonning 
endoraera  tat  each  other.  The  alleged  rMsona  for  the 
reMlntion  are,  that  bank  ahtree  hnd  been  diecountad 
upon,  M  one  hundred  and  twen^  doUare,  by  the  local 
institntion*  in  New  York,  and  that  it  waa  necessary, 
in  order  to.employ  the  c^iilkl  which  had  been  increaeed 
bsyond  the  ordioery  meana  of  using  it  adrantMeonalj, 
by  the  redemption  of  eleven  milliona  of  the  pabue  debt. 
Tbe  practice  of  other  banka  would  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  yonr  committee,  aflbrd  any  justification  of  the  mea- 
sure; and,  when  that  praetiM  was  to  be  urged  aa  a 
reason,  the  directora  ought  et  leaet  to  kaTe  been  cor- 
rectly inlbrmed  of  the  fact  ■  Ths  committee  addreeead 
Inquirica  to  the  ssTsrel  banka  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and,  from  their  aniwera,  it  appears,  that  in  two  or 
thiM  inatancea  only,  discounts  havs  bsen  made  on 
the  bank  aharas;  that  thoM  DOtei  nersr  were  re- 
newed ;  end  diet  in  no  instance  hae  any  bank  there 
diseonnted  on  the  ahares  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
'   State*  above  their  par  *alns.    And,  tllhongh  pains 


tet,nae«idaBeskM 
been  diaeai«isd-«f  any  other  buk  hariag  made  4» 
oonnte  on  etoek  abeie  its  par  Talue. 

The  rsdsmption  ef  the  elevan  milUone  of  public  deb^ 
was  cfieolsd  hj  the  appUcation  of  that  amonnt  of  d»- 
posites  to  the  credit  of  the  Geietnmeut,  then  in  tbe 
vaults  of  the  bank. 

Much  anieanded  and  nnnaoessary  complaint  appear* 
to  have  been  made  by  thrf  officers  of  the  bank  agtinal 
this  Tory  prudent  meeiura.  That  it  diaappi^ted  lb* 
eipecUtioM  of  tboee  who  ealcolaled  on  r«c«*ing  in- 
terest (rem  Uie  Qoremment  while  they  diecounted  m 
it*  money  i*  very  probable  and  Tety  naturah  And  it 
is  not  snrpriaing  that  eMua  expedient  Aould  have  been 
reeorted  to,  in  order  to  supply  another  equivalent  aonies 
of  profit.  But  there  were  other  reeoarces  besidae  tb* 
stock  of  Ibe  bank.  The  Oovernment  stock  was  hello 
security,  ind,  although  it  was  uniformly  above  par, 
the  directors  seem  never  to  have  thought  of  discouBl- 
ing  npon  it  above  it*  par  value.  They  began  by  rati^ 
it  at  nine^  dollars  Jot  every  one  hundred,  while  they 
were  diaeouoting  on  their  own  shares  at  par.  By  a  iM- 
olution  peased  »th  May,  1817,  msrked  XXXVU,  the 
Oovenunout  stock  was  rated  at  par ;  and  aoon  after, 
bank  shares  were  discounted  upon  at  one  hnndred  and 
twenty-five  for  every  one  hundred,  with  an  endoraer 
for  the  exeefs. . 

The  committee  are  eurprieed  to  find  so  little  good 
paper  business  done  at  the  bank  and  its  offioee,  wh*i« 
it  was  to  bave  been  reasonably  expeeted  that  the  mei^ 
chants  would  have  preftrred  transacting  their  bao- 
nesa.  The  directors  Uienuelvea  avow  uat  they  uni* 
formly  gave  a  pielerence  to  atock  notea  over  bnaineee 
paper;  their reaaona  are  contained  in  their  eiomin*- 
tions.  Bnt,  when  the  complaint  is,  that  the  bank 
had  more  ea[Htal  than  it  could  employ,  it  is  singnleir 
that  any  buaineas  paper  diouUl  have  been  rsjeoted. 
In  Jnly,  1617,  that  kind  of  paper,  to  tbe  amonst  of 
about  9SMO,000,  and,  in  Anguat,  to  ths  tmoont  of 
■bout  •4fl3,A0O,  was  rejeoted  at  Philadelphia;  and, 
at  Battimore,in  July,  about  ^407,000,  and  in  Augnat 
■bout  9183,000,  were  rqected.  Theae  aams  are  not 
preciaely  accurate,  bat  are  snffidcntly  so  for  general 
view*.  Whether  this  p^er  was  such  as  ought  t* 
have  been  rsjectsd,  the  eommillae  have  no  meane  of 
detenniniog.  The  amounta  rejected  are  probably  not 
more  than  might  be  ei|iected  from  a  bank,  doing  busi- 
ness on  lodk  an  sitensive  scale,  at  any  other  time  tbaa 
when  it  wa*  aniious  to  emidoy  its  capital.  Not  an 
instance  has  occurred  of  a  tiote  ascured  by  a  pledget 
of  stock  being  rejected. 

On  tbe  Sth  of  Jennary,  1817,  the  board  reeolva^ 
(paper  marked  XXXVI,)  from  and  aOer  the  3(Hb 
rebmaiy  then  next,  and  to  the  let  of  July,  to  di«coiiwt 
note*  to  those  who  •bonld  have  revonne  bonda  to  paij 
during  that  period.  The  amonnt  done  under  thist 
reaolutioQ  waa  small,  and  it  dose  not  appear  that 
such  note*  have,  at  any  lime,  bsen  discounted  aiilMtt- 

Tile  principal  h 
Ma  to  discount 
elock,  under  th*  variooa  reaolutioas  before 
Their  effect  was  to  abandon  all  personal  security,  a»d 
to  rely  entirely  on  the  stock  pledged — a  ^staf 
which,  your  committee  think,  need  only  to  be  slated 
U>  inaqre  unqualified  reprehension.  Beaidas  the  ob- 
jection which  arisea  from  these  loans  being  in  tboii 
nature  perpetual,  after  all  persaaal  security  «*«« 
ebaadeued,  it  ■j^eare  to  have  been  an  act  of  nolL 
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teiMlatitfn,  tbu  to  ^m«^  hajand  Iha  meh  of  lh«  1 
■HtitutiM),  in  tin  areat  of  ui  •mcrgeDCj,  to  whieti  it 
■ad  lU  othen  u*  liabls,  to  lars*  m  pottian  of  ill  loum. 
On  tlia  SOth  Octobor  lut,  a  itMomuit  wu  mtdo,  ai- 
hibiting  tli«  ■mooDti  diacoiinted  od  lutsa  iccDisd  b;  > 
■ladga  of  the  bank  itoek,  and  then  remainiag  unpaid, 
■t  the  foUowing  plaeei :  at  Philadalphia,  $4,680,800, 
el  which  $1T3,4S0  was  abOTe  the  par  lalue  ;  at  Bai- 
tinora,  92,403,13s,  of  nhich  it  cannot  be  aacertained 
what  piopoition  tra*  aboTC  the  par  Tilue,  but  it  il  b«- 
Jlt-ni  to  have  exceeded  SGOO.OOO;  at  Cbotleston, 
9807,439,  of  which  92,000  «*■  above  par ;  at  Waah- 
ingtoD,  9^BB,ST0,  of  which  but  a  amali  amount  waa 
aboTO  MT  ;  at  lUchmond,  $309,840,  and  none  above 
par.  There  aie  no  aecotinti  from  the  other  officei, 
Ibe  diiactoiB  ha'ring  required  atatementa  oaij  from 
thoaenhoae  diieounta  on  stock  Mc«eded  $100,000. 
A  atatemeat  bai  been  fumiihed  b;  the  bank  of  the 
•mooiit  diacounted  at  the  above  placai,  and  remaining 
nnpaid  at  thia  time,  maiked  XLII,  nluch  diffeia  lome- 
iriiat,  bat  sot  materiiUy,  from  the  statement  in  Oclo- 
itr  lait  1  bj  that  atalemcut,  the  total  unouDt  of  Jii- 
eonnU  at  the  bank  and  at  tboae  offices,  on  pledged 
Block,  ia  $8,033,954 ;  and,  b;  the  general  statement 
OB  the  lit  December  last,  the  total  amount  of  sneb 
diacount*,  at  the  bank  and  alt  its  offices,  ia  $9,934,713  ; 
tlie  difiiuenco  between  which  sums  is  the  amount  dis- 
emiDted  at  all  the  other  office*  not  abote  enumerated. 
The  committee  hare  compiled  a  statement  (XLIII,) 
ifhich  exhibila,  among  other  things,  the  total  amount 
of  diaeonnts  at  the  bank  and  atl  its  offices,  at  diOerent 
pariods,  on  personal  security  and  on  pledged  stock, 
from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  largest  amount  dif- 
•oanted  on  bank  stock  was  in  January  and  February, 
IBIB,  when  it  tra*  911,344,614. 

From  this  neital  it  will  be  apparant  how  Urga  a 
poitiaii  of  the  capital  of  tba  bank  waa  XkoM  plwad 
bcjood  ita  coDtrol.  Although  there  have  bacn  aooie 
flactnationa  in  ths  amonnta  of  thoaa  diaeotutia  at  dif- 
fcrant  periods,  jet  the  groatast  part  of  them,  iadaad 
tba  whtde,  with  but  few  exeeptions,  ha*«  baen  eon- 
■tanUy  renewed  from  time  to  time,  aa  the  noMa  Ml 
due,  in  many  caaea  at  fonr  and  aii  montha.  Indeed 
•very  aubsequent  act  of  the  bank  has  been  wholly  at 
war  with  the  profession  of  these  loans  being  tanpoiaty, 
luld  oat  in  tbe  recitU  of  the  resolution  of  the  36th 
Jidy,  marked  XXXI,  and,  in  ardor  to  insure  the  grea^ 
eat  amount  of  soeb  loans,  and  at  the  same  time  aflbrd 
&etlitiea  to  the  prompt  purchase  and  sole  of  stock,  the 
directora,  on  the  8th  August,  1817,  paaed  a  geaatal 
leaolatjon,  anlhonung  the  president  and  ca^er  to 
diaeount  all  stock  notes  that  should  be  offered  ba- 
tweett  discount  days,  to  a  certain  anwnnt ;  and,  by 
vaiiona  resolutions,  adopted  at  different  meetings  nn- 
til  7th  September,  appropriated  $2,000,000  to  their 
diaposal  for  that  purpow.  The  papers  referred  to  are 
marked  XIA\.  And  on  the  30lh  September,  1817, 
the  reaolulion  already  referred  to,  marked  XXXUI, 
p«Baed,  anthorizing  tboae  offices,  in  all  cases,  to  renew 
Ihs  stock  notes  a*  they  fell  due  between  diseonnt 
day*- 

Another,  and  probably  mnckn 
•f  tbasa  larioDB  reaolntiona  end  prooeedinga  waa,  to 
k««p  the  price  of  the  slock  conslantly  advaBcing,  until 
it  i«ached  a  point  when  it  eifdoded  and  fell.  From 
TSiioua  aourcea  of  infom^ion,  the  commitlee  hare 
•unpiled  a  table  of  the  prioea  of  stock,  at  the  different 
wioda,  which  thsae  rasolutioua  were  adopted,  marked 
XLV,  iron  which  theii  aflaet  in  wihanong  the  pdea 


i«««y  dearly  oUUlad.    It  w9l  appiw, 

fioa  that  tabto,  that  the  prise  of  ibUf  at  Phlbdek 

phia  on  Ibe  aodi  of  Aognst,  1611,  waa,  aeeotding  to 

the  pnblio  reports,  9147  SO;  according  to  llw  le«t^ 

mony  of  Mr.  McEnen,  a  broker,  it  waa  9)44 ;  at  the 

B  place  on  the  SOlli  of  the  sMoa  month,  the  prie* 

91(ie  00.    The  naolDtma,  ralhorinng  diawnnta 

to^  at  9 136,  was  puaed  on  the  3Sth  of  the  aama 

month,  vide  XXXV.    Theaa  facta  wonid,  in  the  oftn- 

ion  of  yoni  committee,  be  snffideDt  to  condemn  a  n»- 

tem,  whiefa  thus  enabled  a  stockjobber  to  qwrt  with 


inevitable  conaeqaences.  It  gave  equal  ftcilitiea  to 
the  bankrupt  who  bad  not  credit  enough  to  obtain  an 
endorser,  and  to  the  capitalist.  6lock  could  be,  and 
was  parchssed,  without  the  advance  of  a  cent,  by  the 
purchaser,  who  had  only  to  apply  to  the  directors,  or 
the  president  and  cashier,  between  discount  daye, 
'  a  loan  on  the  shares  about  to  be  bought,  and,  by 
what  is  termed  a  limottaneous  operation,  he  obtained 
his  diseonnt,  and  with  it  paid  for  his  stoek.  A  rise 
in  the  market  would  enable  him  to  sell  his  shaieai 
pocket  Ihe  difference,  and  commence  operations  anew. 
And  the  committee  are  compelled  to  state,  thaU  in 
tMt,  the  largest  loans  on  pledged  stock  were  made  to 
broken,  and  to  individuals,  who  appear  to  have  been 
conitantly  in  market.  Loon*  on  stock,  at  a  rate  be- 
low its  par  value,  may,  anqaestionably,  be  uaafal  ta 
^rchant,  who  would  avoid  As  obligation  impoaed 
by  requiring  an  endorser,  and  wonid  be  highly  bena- 
ficial  to  tlie  bank,  when  restrained  widun  modsrala 
limits,  and  not  made  permanent. 

But  the  loans  actnally  made  wen  moatof  then  nn- 
i  ezGeasdve  in  their  amount:  they  W«ra 
the  merchant  and  trader,  but  to  a  few 


'ariably,  at  the  option  of  the  bonower.     And  when, 

July  laal,  the  board  dettded  a  curtailment  of  ito 
diaooonlB,  it  Utl  in  almoat  all  caMS  upon  the  btunneaa 
paper,  while  the  inunenae  atnonnta  loaned  on  ttaek 
pledges  weae  bat  little  affeelad,  eaceptjng  at  the  offi- 
caa  at  Richmond  and  Wadungton,  where  the  onrtail- 

ant  af^ar  to  haia  Men  eqMlly  on  all  note*. 

But  the  diamunia  at  Ihoae  plaoea  on  stock  were  very 
small,  partiealarly  when  compared  with  Baltimore, 
where  the  loana  wara  audi  and  so  long  continued  aa 

ahwfllhigliaaB  to  injnre  the  private  credit  of  thoae  en- 
gaged in  Iha  ^ovenentionad  tranaactiMW,  when  na 
pnblie  gaod  is  pereaived  to  be  ptobable  from  the  dia- 
elofliN,  iadMMi  Aa  eommittBe  to  witUold  the  mea- 

But  in  n^ieot  to  the  directors,  the  committee  oon- 
Mder  their  conduct  intimatdy  connected  with  tin  gen- 
nal  nanagament  of  the  concerns  of  the  bank ;  and, 
under  a  senaa  of  the  duty  devolved  upon  them,  they 
•tate  that  many  of  the  direotora,  aa  well  thoee  ap- 
pointed by  tba  OoTomment  aa  tboae  elected  by  the 
atochbiddeia,  appear  to  haie  been  the  moat  forward 
and  Ibe  OMataetivaintrafflAing  in  stock  The  men 
pnrehaaing  diares  with  en  intention  to  return  thaa, 
would  nut  ba  impreper,  even  in  a  director,  if  made 
vrithont  any  view  to  intended  fhtun  prooeedinga  of  the 
board  of  wbidi  he  waa  a  member.  But  the  praclioe 
a,  when  the  stock  waa  low, 
a  prioe  bad  been  en- 
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mBTOBT  OF  OONORBSS. 


BaiA  ofOu  CMtad  'Sfaft*. 


jiiniilj  Mftk  »mA  omrnKMu.  It  b  tW  pMmcriMi 
«f  a  publia  ami  honanbU  Ivinl  W  tfce  pw|iuiii  ofMir- 

(ggnndiHmMt,  Mid  pImeM  ike  duecUn  la  &  lilnaliiKi 
ni^n  thetr  ooa  intnsM  Kflnd  •  *«at  MHptatiMi 
M  tke  iboM  of  Ihal  trwL  SOU  mora  rapMtMaMla  U 
*Im  CMduct  of  thoM  dtrecton  who  m»i»  CMitncta  Ar 
^  puchiM  of  (todc  dcUmaUe  anct  p*T*bla,  at  ■  fta- 
tRB  pmiod,  il  a  low  nte,  and  daring  Itia  iataniiwllata 
ttaBB,  b;  dteir  own  ofictal  ant*,  r*iMd  tha  frko  of  the 
■Mck  to  ilabighoM  point.  Tha  eammmt  do  mot  do«m 
lliiiUMaijrinrfnal  rtii  dotaili,  whM  wU)  bo  f^ud 
!■  Um  oxMoinotioaaaf  iha  diraolon  and  rikon,  han- 
viih  anbiBittod,  noriwd  LII,  Un. 

By  comparing  tboM  eiatninatjoniwith  tbepricooof 
■toct  herombofon  referrod  to,  the  HoDaa  will  be  ena- 
Mod  to  perceive  which  of  the  diiecton  hate  paitid- 
nited  in  thli  botineu.  With  Teapect  to  the  pablic 
dlTeclorm,  conaiderinK  Ihem  a>  puMic  offlcera,  reapon- 
^ie  to  the  GoTersmeiit,  anil  anbjeet  to  tbe  Oonitim- 
tlonil  power  of  thii  Home,  the  committee  deem  it 
theii  ilatT  to  Bttte  that  the  preaident,  William  Jones, 
Eiq.,  ana  Oeorge  Williami,  Eiq.,  appear,  from  (heir 
own  dedarationa,  and  from  the  teatimonjr  of  a  namber 
of  witDcaiea^  to  have  been  deejdy  coDcemed  in  Ihoio 
■peculatiana.  Mr.  Jones  appeara  to  have  porcbMed 
],BCS  (hatea  at  •  high  rate,  and  to  have  sold  a  large 
part  of  Aem  at  a  loaa.  He  states  that,  In  the  Bummer 
of  1817,  he  porcbaaed  a  contnct  of  l.OOO  shares,  at 
9lSI  per  BbiU'«,deliTerable3d  Janoary,  1616,  and  (oon 
alter  another  contract  for  1,000  ihires,  delirenblA  in 
jimember  fcOowlng,  st$13isperBhve;  boUiofvbidi, 
he  BBjB,  were  sold  at  $lfiO  per  share ;  from  which  two 
eontraets,  it  would  appou,  he  realiied  988,000.  There 
h  traoh  MsUgaity  leatlDg  M  Aeaa  truMdioDa,  uii- 
kg  fmn  tb«  tMowvatiUe  statmeirt*  of  Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  GMm  WUttuia,  Mr.  D.  A.  SmiA,  and  Mr.  Janea 
W.MeCaHecb.  Tha  thioo  latter  gantlMsmi  appear  to 
■piak  of  the  iMio  ewtraets  and  pBTchases,  bat  gin 
MMMDla  «f  Ihaa  saoewhat  Tomnt  from  Dial  of  Mr. 
iMMt  pHtknkriy.  Dowto  A.  Smilh  «>d  James  W. 
"  "  ■'     ■  '     '-«afdlDSOOOBUMU,OT0fsonW 

>  Mr.  Jones  gntoi- 


K  pMflt  woold  bo  iwsHiad,  of  wUeh  Mr.  Jones 
sBonantisM.  Mr.  Jones  states  tbol  be  sold  both 
J  to  D.  A.  Smith;  Mr.  fiMlb  mju  he 


ttaoU  •  pieMU  toMr.  Jones;  Ihel  theMcknvTarwH 
iNDsfcrrsd  I  ood  that  tko  posfiliUMOiilinf  to  •  IfifMO, 
ms  paid  to  Mr.  Jooss  in  nuno^.  AibhoBgh  Iha  pn- 
«isa  time  is  not  i|McUM  ^  Mr.  Jonas,  jolk  is  obviMH, 
ftttCB  Ibe  nto  at  whieh  the  «>n(Moti  wem  pNioksaed, 
thM  it  moat  haiM  boon  sona  tioM  •Manor  to  the  S6th 
of  Aasnst,  1817;  for,  at  no  tints  oasi  tM  period, 
darinaihsjewl8l7,wHilMkBokiwsaiS*.  That 
ths  resolatiSD  of  Duit  date,  Mdwibiat  discannt  on 
•took  at  3&  pai  osat.  a^awt  its  psr  valaa,  bad  ut  im- 
Hodifttoefleflt  Mils  pries,  will  havo  boon  sssa  fran  a 
inmor  part  of  tkw  Mpari.   TkeooHnitUa  donothsB- 


the  pnMie  Banagaaienl  erf  tbe  Inadtniion ;  of  iheir  !«•• 
lUnew  and  propriat;,  it  is  fi>r  the  'Hease  w  jnigt' 

Mr.  Oeorge  WilUtmi,  anolher  public  dkeetor,  ap. 
pean  to  h*Te  been  deeplj  concerned  in  the  pnr^ase 
of  stock,  and  in  the  making  end  pordiase  of  eenlracts 
Ibr  the  dellTcry  of  stock  to  a  Iirge  amoiuit.  "Bna 
witness  thst  baa 'been  exsmined  speaks  of  Mr.  W^ 
liams'strsiuactiaDs  in  &at  respect.  Mr.  Williams  Urn- 
self  dacEDad  stating  tbe  ar ■ 


itaungtba 
ha  purchased,  and  Uie  committee  did  not  think  proptt 
to  inrict  upon  his  answers,  as  they  had  alrgad;  ob. 


readjol 
tsinsd  satisfiutorrinlbrmationTespactiDgluscoDdoet 
and  aiamined  him  ctde^  to  gire  him  the  oppottaidtf 
of  naUng  each  explanations  as  he  ihon^t  proper,  of 


he  was  advised  at  the  time.  With  respect  b 
the  other  pnUlc  directors,  Moasis.  Pierce  Butler  a^ 
John  Connell<r,  it  satisfactorily  appeara  that  they  w«ia 
not  in  the  least  conearaod  in  these  sloc^bbing  trana- 
actions ;  and,  with  respect  to  Walter  Boiriie,  althnogh 
his  residence  in  Haw  York  did  not  give  the  coamiltea 
the  same  means  of  informstion,  yet  no  andaoca  has 
been  discovered  to  imfdioate  him.  Jonathan  Smith, 
Esq.,  the  cashier  of  Ih*  bank,  has  hsd  consideraUa 
dealing*  in  tbe  pnrdiaae  and  sale  of  tUxk,  and  in 
making  and  pnrebasing  coolrscia  for  its  delivery  at 
rdtnre  periods.  The  remark  is  applicable  to  J.  W. 
McCalloch,  Esq.,  the  cashier  of  the  offices!  Baltimore, 
to  a  mncb  greater  axtsnt.  Althongh  thesa  gentlemaB 
might  hsTe  no  direct  agancy  in  the  measures  wbieh 
wora  to  ailect  the  prioe  of  stock,  yet  tb*  inlaeiice  af 
their  statiMU  oaght  to  ba  great;  and  it  is  to  be  la- 


Ma.    WiOi  raapact  t_    

WBK  ■■««»«,  thair  axautnattena  wS  enaUe  A» 
HoMss  to  datsimiM  hew  hr  <iey  have  mingtod  tn 


Besides  the  objeeljon  which  has  alraiily  bean  nrnd 
to  the  Tceotntlon  of  the  Stb  Angnst,  1817,  anthoriaing 
the  pteatdent  aikd  cashier  to  discount  notes,  as  beiiw 
connected  wMt  a  aedca  of  prooeedings  evidently  cat 


ealatad  to  enhance  the  price  of  stock,  by  afbrding  Ek- 
'"  '   I  to  the  making  of  prompt  tmrehases,  il  Is  atill 
objectionable  as  being  a  delegation  of  power 


wUch,  in  the  opinion  of  your  cammiltea,  the  direetom 
had  no  right  to  grant ;  and  vrtien,  connectod  wilb  the 
power  also  given  to  them,  of  Indefinite  end  anilmitad 
renewal  of  the  stock  aote%  it  was  placing  the  great 
balk  of  Ibe  capital  of  tbe  bank  entirely  wtlhin  iheb 
control.  The  aame  praetlee  appeara  to  have  bean  al- 
nmst  nnivartd  at  llto  office  in  Ballimora,  where  the 
preddent  and  eadiier,  as  appears  by  their  aianlBB- 
tions,  have,  voder  the  auAori^  of  die  board  of  diiee- 
ters  st  dtat  ptace,  alwsya  discounted  notes  withoni  an 
endoran,  seearad  by  a  pledge  of  stock.  As  they  wers 
not  restricted  by  the  board,  they  appear  accordingly  te 
have  exarcisad  iha  porwer  to  a  very  considerable  cl- 
ient. Still  more  otgeetionable.  In  the  opinion  of  year 
committee,  is  the  practice  at  that  office  of  allowing  Iha 
pnaident  aad  easnisr  to  porcfaasa  er  diaoouni  drafts 
and  bills,  payable  (torn  si^t  to  sixty  d^s ;  beesuie,  te 


rsenal  saeiitilT  is  tb 
It  hat  been  mna  ti 


■oanlt,  Ihongfa  no  loss  appetua  yet  to  have  aectttad. 

'"'"■" '     laqaallynnpi^er  delegetioaofpowH 

' »  have  been  grantod,  in  antbtf 


Mff 
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AMfca/At  VnUml  i 


H.orR. 


i»--vida  japoM  of  RMnMrf  oOm,  XLVL  At  O* 
offiw  IB  Ihli  dt;,  thv  poww  iM«  bMB  ANMrtlr  llBit^ 
Md  M  dlaoMtlf  MuitiMA.  Two  t^-ten  of  the  bank 
•win  to  jaui  wiinmirfciB  U  imtna  notiea  ■  ■■>  of 
Ibun,  diat  no  ducoaali  •hall  ba  nada  irittont  Ike 
oOMCDt  of  thiM-fiMUthaof  dwduaotorapnaaati  a»i 
auather,  that  n»  dinM«i  witkovt  ipacwl  ailhaiitr, 
AM  b«  pamittad  to  iamet  the  caah  McooBt  af  any 
panon  with  iba  bMtk.  Tbaaa  by-lawa  apfau  W  raQ> 
oai  iiii«^M7  ika  vrMuioM  of  Dm  ohutar,  wufeariBsc 
ttiR  affoiauaai>t,bj  tte  OorcinnMrt,  of  oM^Ah  of 
th«  whole  BmnhMT  of  AraotoM;  and  an  diflbest  frana 
tk«p(OTMOM,iBlfcainip«ct  I9  tha  fbrmw  Ba»k  of 
tl|«  lAulod  SMm,  dtho^li  aoit  of  tba  lo«d  ba^a  1> 
PliikdalpUa  bvf*  aiailat  rafiilatioiH.  aiwnld  *.tM» 
of  thiapi  auM,  ia  wbwk  tk«  ilodAridan  alw^  do** 
thair  iolanM  boitila  la  that  of  tfca  miHau,  MMh  pmtia- 
iou  aa  tfceaa  ftaUd  wobM  iwdOT  Iha  OarannMiiC  d»- 
laalMa  mara  apattatwof  th»ffOB»adMti  of  tho  hmti. 
TtwoMBvitiM  aadaaTamd  ta  obtaia 


an  ftw,  and  to  whan  tat  ■  «Dall 
1M«K.  The  dMdeada  ha*a  bam  MiftMdj  paid  I* 
ihaaa  iiMbbaMH*  «4Maa  oataa  wara  diaoMMad  to  tha 
UH  poi  tbIw  of  tiw  atoch,  with  Iho  praaaaia  of  i^kk 
Hiqr  paid  Uwir  batalnantik  indadfag  Iha  bndad  part 
M  waU  aa  thoipampart.  Tha  i^iMtiaa  of  thia  pM- 
at»ant»w*aialhaaa  who  had  jaaily  paid  thaw  JBitaL 


,  and  m  draw,  aa  mneh  ditidaod  aa  thai 
bad  boon  U1I7  imi  pMi<inH|  paid. 
Tha  KoDt  and  aoMea  of  aH  tbaaa 

•  tha  iUapl  aad  MpiohaBaarie  dfTMon  «f  atoek. 


^  tba  Siat  DndaBMutd  aHtdo  of  tba  chaMer,  no  pai- 
aott>  oapartaeaOipt  or  bod;  fMie,  ahall  b«  antitled  to 
laoto  thaa  lUrtr  vatai  i  and  yet,  in  violation  of  Aia 


l^naaUpa, 
aadiamtaWT] 


lion.  Mr.Laqiar.onoof  Aa  jwlgaaof  ibaftfatalao- 
lion.atMaathMha  dU  ■•  hiHriC  ThooActw^ 
thatBailinNni.  whidt  had  abant  iiiia  wmiH  of  *e 
•haiaa  owwii  by  indaridMla,  gMonuea  than  «n»d»aith 
rialtHMiolialiiBtoanldtia  firaK. 

ftithatplwatb«rawaral,inAtia*ialEatita  I,17t 
■UMa,  by  Oaarga  WiVam,  aa  attan^,  thawholo  of 
wMdk,  on  esaMinatiMi,  bo  ownod.  At  PtaHadelpUa 
MHly  ow«ii4  aftb*  ahMMwaMAWMl,  and  tka 


vatta  gi>rgn  at  Aal  piaca  worn  aboM  MuMiBtha  of  *• 
wfaob  anihitliid.  For  a  Bora  paitiovlir  fcnawladia 
af  thaao  divbiau  of  dMraa,  the  ceniBiitlao  rafer  t» 
tha  wmmmmn  hoMwilh  labmHIad,  narfcad  XLTII. 
Tbay  ara  not  awKo  that  anj  rMnarka  whieh  ooold  ba 
ande  ij  thom  eoold  praaeat  tlM  mt^aot  in  a  atnogw 
light  ttan  Iha  above  atatament  of  buU.  Tin  lana 
p«tHUwhoth«a  held  the  power  of  ■ppoiming-diieeti 
oia,  ara  hand  is  ban  fin  greatoat  Jobdi  on  Mock.    Il 

iiallegadlhi'  "^      '  

1>U,  whan  01 

tha  gentian.     _    _     , 

of  the  eonmiKM  it  u  Ao  graMart  0*9  in  the  lAate 
^it«a,aBdNtho«qiiiorBaothen.  So  tang  aa  tlw 
larga  ModdMHeM  can  entid  the  ehoica  of  dtraotan, 
•0  long  oan  tbej  bold  and  atqnira  itmaonao  aaiooBla 
ofaloek,  by  lbs  pioeaada  of  nolaa  djaaoonlod  on  Aeir 
lAaMf,  and,  aolongai  Uiey  can  obtain  ladidiaeaanta, 
tbay  oan  oanml  the  eloeiian  of  Areaton.  Tha  ijw 
tent  ploeaa  tba  prepaaty  af  the  other  ftaekboiden,  and 
-'  -*--  OotrnwDoni,  Aa  anUt  of  tha  bank,  and  of  to- 
'  and,  In  *  manaow.  that  of  the  natiow,  at  thn 
mtKj  of  a  few  laiga  atoehhoHaia,  wbo,  wiHmil  ha** 
ing  NtNy  eontitbnted  to  the  wodth  or  nlM  etf  tha 
iaalllBlluB,  lu*o  Iho  oontrel  of  iu  eoMMnw.    It  ra- 

SiiNB  aeotraetti*;  and  the  oowmittee  araof  opfarioa, 
at  it  la  te  tha  power  of  Oengfaai  to  paat  a  mppla* 
BentaiT  law,  not  aoMruy  to,  bat  in  aopport  of  Iha 

pnTWMB«f  tba  AtBr,  and  !»  |i«a  it  It- ' 

nalaahtlorigtaia»rooMM^Iatad.   Aaf  "^ 
Mneted  tbeb  ebmm  to  Mk  laaTi  tc 
prepared  Ira  that  poipoaa. 

The  1 1 JMaii  deam  it  tbab  doty  aba  to  t^am^  to 

the  Haoaa  a  ia«iialiaD  naifted  LZ  VIII,  anthcokiag  a 
dlaoaut  of  a  not*  of  910,000,  at  M  dif^  ■»^  dhM»> 
ing  that  it  ahenld  be  paid  by  a  port  note  dMwn  nt  N 
d^a  altar  dale.  Itivalatod  by  tha  cadllev,  in  Ui  o>- 
that  that  poat  neto  wM  Bade  payable  in 
And  a  laaolnliMI  of  Iha  Mlb  of 
Janaaiy,  1II7,  XLU,  omady  avthotidng  tha  ofico 
■      "  '■  I  «MO«lt«  to  di»  *  '      ' 


«t»np«t  a  HI 


PhilMMpUa.    Tht 


t  Uik  waa 


whMi  tho  book*  of  that  eflea  am  k^  M  wooM  ba 
— tbafeot.    The  only  dnnaManaa 

-.   -  -        tAMt 

•  baoh  baa  chaiged  and  taceiied  in* 

_  .  iMt  it  ne*M  leanad     "     -   - 

dnft  a*  aaotbor  oOaot  it  cunot  be  a<     .  _      , 

wtii^  apetotiaa.  Aa  *e  partiaa  have  a  letoody 
in  tba  aaarta  of  jartiee  bt  any  i4M7  thay  nay  ha»« 
._._L.,  .1 "-donatdo^Bit - 


pMked  atwik,  a^fwm  of  pladga  waa  adi^laa,  nwtkad 
XXm.  A,  end  nadM  the  reeolulan  of  tlih  Jaty  a»- 
oft««ini«MadaMd.XXXIii  badiof  wfaich  wm* 
aaod  by  tbaaa  ikiaining  loana.  Ahhoagh  the  hUHr 
fbna  ia  in  Oa  dnpa  of  a  MOTlgaga  or  bypadwCaHaa, 
yet  *•  eantlMa  iaMnal  i*  tho  rtack  wna  in  the  bank 
k  atgbt  be  qaerttonod  whether  a  ita*heMar  ooaM 
Ma  apon  hie  dieraa  whkh  had  beaa  aetaally  tiana- 
uNdtatbeeaAlarinthalftHB.  Il  doea  not  ^tpear 
tat  aag' objaettona  hare  been  aade  to  aaob  TDtee,  bat 

iBiaim>ha*eb<        -    '-  ■ -^■- *-     t^  _™ 

tftMd  diOMdi 


»n 


HinOBT  OF  OC«GRa». 


sn 


B.arB. 


Baak  of  Dm  UhOkI  Stulm. 


Sunkmr,  ISf. 


■MiUl  utichrftlw  ehutar  >  iMolntiM  of  lb*  SMi 
Jane,  IB17,  bj  which  lh«  bomrd  Nsolved  to  purchw* 
«S,000,000  of  the  pabUe  debt,  m  the  agenl  of  the 
DomnuMiMen  of  the  SiakiDg  Fnod,  end  to  delirw  it 
to  them  et  pu.  Ilikt  tnolotioD,  with  lh«  letter  of 
the  pTewdent  or  the  bank,  umoundng  ite  pwchwB, 
ud  ■  (ttteiMiit  of  it*  awt,  are  bei*wilh  ■obmitlaJ, 
muked  L.  e.  b.  c  From  theee  it  will  *wa  that  the 
bank  b«d  loJd  93,000,000  of  ill  debt,  in  Englebd, 
with  which  to  pncdieae  ■peoia>  The  Beoretu;  of  the 
Trena tj  eUtiMd  tho  right  to  redeem  it,  Dador  the 


to  pnrchaM  two  other  miUiona  in  lion  of  that  mM,  end 
to  ddiier  it  at  per.  Th»  idea  of  ita  parcheaiog,  aa 
Ike  agent  of  the  ComtniMoners  of  the  Sinking  Fiiod, 
i*  exploded,  when  it  is  diiODiered  that  the  etogk  ooet 
it  9X,or<4,3M  as,  which  it  wai  boud  to  doliier  at 
par,  by  which  a  Iom  wet  produced  «f  •H,a64  SB. 
It  woiUd  ba  a  noTol  idea,  that  a  mere  agent  wae  to  do 
the  bniiaaM  of  hia  ^neipal  lolelj  at  the  eipenaa  of 
the  agent.  And  it  ii  obtioiia,  bom  the  whole  trana- 
•ctim,  that  the  puichaae  waa  reell;  on  eceount,  and 
ibr  the  benefit  of  the  bank,  to  enable  it  to  maJntaiD  ita 
fcith  with  the  parchaaen  of  the  debt  eold  in  Eogland. 
The  apDlogr  for  the  bank  if,  that  it  waa  done  under 
the  BaneUoB  of  a  h^h  offloer  of  the  OoTenuneDt,  and 
•Uiangh  the  Mnmittae  fed  bonod  to  eaj  thai  it  waa 
ft  TiolaliMi  of  the  aitide  befera  qnetad,  jet,  wider  ell 


ompenTint 
rfcedU,*! 


good  futh,  iImt  do  not  ihcAMlTea  think  ft  anch 
ktion  a«  reqnirei  the  interpoeitioa  of  Gongraai. 

On  the  mbieet  of  the  facilitiea  fimished  bj  the 
bank  to  the  G<nemment,  in  the  tienemi^ion  and  cot- 
lection  of  the  poblio  rarenne,  and  ita  fnifltaeDt  of  ' 
engagement    in  diichaiging   the  daliee  of  oomn 
aionere  of  toana,  end  agenta  for  military  penatona,  the 
lying  letter  of  the  Secretuy  oftne  Treaiiu 
A,  (how*  ita  oiHidnct  hea  been  aitie&ctory. 

There  appear  to  have  been  aome  cootanliona  t 
tween  the  parent  board  and  tome  of  ita  officer^  but 
the  c(»nmiltM  haT«  not  deemed  them  luffidently  con- 
nected with  any  practical  ol^ecta  of  inqairy,  to  juati^ 
thsir  going  into  the  uerite  of  tbeee  conlrovoniea, 
which  would  be  a  work  of  noch  time  and  labor,  and 
would  not  repay  the  trouble.  And  it  would  be  nujoat 
to  maha  any  alatemeut,  without  making  it  in  detail. 

In  Older  to  give  the  Hoom  full  informilioti  of  the 
atata  of  the  bank  aince  ita  iDalitulian,  a  etatement  ex- 
hibiting ita  condition  at  different  periods,  marked 
XJiQI,  and  variona  taUea  and  atatementa,  eompiled 
by  the  committee,  ot  hj  them  Terided,  are  eBbMiued  : 
amwg  tham  wiU  be  found  lUtementa  of  notca  Mived 
payaUo  at  each  offlco,  and  of  note*  Mtonad  to  the 
offioee  TO^BctiTely ;  repotteof  the  eommiltoe  «f  diro^ 
ore  proiioDf  to  aich  diridend ;  a  complete  Hat  of  the 
atockboldcn  of  the  bank ;  No.  1,  eihibillof  the  namei 
4rf  ihoie  who  were  each  at  the  &nt  diTidend,  with 
their  plaoei  of  reeidenoe,  and  the  number  of  ahani 
held  by  them  reapecti^aly,  at  thai  timev  and  at  eaoh 
BUbeeqaent  ditldwd ;  No.  tt,  Mhibiting  the  namea  o' 
thoie  who  beoame  atoAbolders  aAer  the  fiiM  di*idand , 
and  No.  3,  ezhibitiDg  tboaa  who  bacama  atockholdera 
aOsr  the  aecond  dividend,  together  with  a  liit  of  thoaa 
la  attomaya  for  othera.  Other  letteia 
'  t,  not  spaeialiy  rsfarred  to 
ia  report,  bnt  aladdatii 
11  atao  ba  fewd.    Sulamanta,  o 


wiH  thow  thrt  te  aftin  W 

tboaa  offioei  ha*e  generally  been  oenduoted  with  pt» 
dence  and  abilii^,  and  that  oreiy  elett  was  mada  bf 
them  to  execute  the  diroelioBa  of  the  parent  board  ■■ 
manner  the  leatt  ineonieBiont  to  thair  cnatomera- 
In  eonaidering  the  queslioD,  whether  the  diarter  Of 
the  bank  hai  been  violated  or  not,  the  oommillm  havs 
ttenght  the  ozpieaaiana  uaad  mean,  whether,  in  ai^ 
the  proTinona  of  the  charter  baTo  not  beeB 
with  1  l^ere  may  ba  many  Ttolaliona  of  a 
diarter  which  eould  not  be  conaiderod,  1^  a  eotui  of 
law,  aa  pcodnetng  •  fbcfeilBre.  Tho  principle  on  that 
ibjeet  the  eommittea  bditro  tohe  Uiii!  thBaeaetoof 
■anrpBlion  of  powan  not  granted,  of  tninutr  and  of 
neiMMtr  of  tboae  granted,  which  driieat  the  very  ob- 
jacte  of  the  iiMtitotion,  aa  exprtaaed  in  the  dkarter  1^ 
lid  prodaeeaforAitOM;  and  that  all  other  i»- 
if  abnae  of  the  powora  granted,  or  of  nanrpa- 
i«an  of  pnrera,  mnat  be  pimiAad  and  reatrainad  eiths 
by  the  ordinary  proeem  of  maniamtit  and  fU0  tMV> 
rmaie,  or  broUMrmeaH  thanadlNolalioa  ofthaoar- 
poraiion.  The  eommittee  Aink  they  are  requitod  bj 
the  nadnliofl  to  report  all  inatanoea  of  a  vMattoo  oif 
the  proriiiona  of  the  charter,  which  ha*o  oama  to  th^ 
knowledge,  but  they  do  not  oonajdat  ItuMaalTeacalM, 
npon  to  (tate  which  of  tb«B  wonU,  in  Ih^  o^bIm, 
produce  a  fbrfoitnrc,  or  any  othet  legal  ooMeqoeneea ; 
__ .  --^gament  to  thle  oomlrvalini  of  the  reeots- 

...    fioa  the  ooneideration  that,  if  they  ware  la 

codBiw  dwntaelvee  only  to  ttMoe  vioktianB  whbdi  weald 
rodnea  a  fotMture,  and  ahonld  lira  a  mlataken  or  b- 
irrect  opinion,  that  the  chaHer  had  not  bean  Tiolated 
>  aa  to  prodnee  a  forfoitua,  the  Honso  might,  under 
Btrlet  conatraeiiDn  of  the  act,  IM  pnoluded  from  «»- 
preeiing  any  ether  ^nion,  and  bam  diiMting  tkh 
proceadinga  cmteuplated  ly  it ;  whercaa,  by  reporting 
ell  iuatancaa  of  vioMlion  that  ban  ocenired,  withont 
rebrence  to  their  teohnioal  character,  the  Hooae  i«  left 
free  to  panae  any  comae  it  may  jndge  proper.  Ia 
apetfciag,  therefore,  of  the  'riolation*  of  the  proTlaleaa 
of  the  charter,  the  committee  wlih  to  be  nndentoodaa 
not  axpreaqng  any  opinion  whether  anch  TiolatioaB 
would  enure  ■  farTeiture  or  not.  Ttiey  praaebt  tba 
Ikcta,  and  tha  Hoiue  will  determine  whether,  mndv 
those  facts,  it  be  or  be  not  expedient  to  dbeot  the  ia- 
•aing  a  scire  fociaa,  to  aeoertain  whether  the  lioIatiDaa 
are  lueh  as  to  oaiue  a  diaaolotion  of  the  corporation. 

The  committee,  then,  aro  of  the  o^nion  that  IW 

prorisiona  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

State*  ha*a  been  liolalad  in  the  following  inatanoea : 

r.  In  poidaeing  two  milliena  of  pabUe  debt,  in  o^ 

1..: '*---- 1  far  twoothamiHioBsof  einular 


eubjeet,  and  the  views  of  the  traneadion  eiilislai— 1 
by  tha  oonmitlea,  haie  beenalraady  giiea, 

II.    In  not  requiring  the  fUfilmant  of  the  eagija 
anbacribjug,  to  pay 


and  fonded  debt.  Tha  fosu  on  this  point  an  ttOf 
befero  tha  Honee,  and  they  aataUish,  beyond  all  donb^ 
1st,  that  the  dirMore  of  the  bank  agreed  to  receii*, 


by  the  charter,  was  in  itoalf  a  dapartnre  6om  ita  pt*- 
Tiaioui  but,  Sd,  tha  neVi  and  chadk*  tht*  raoMvid 


BT8 


HISTOR?  or  OONOBWB. 


«T4 


Baaktftkt  UMtd  Statu. 


I  Ibat  pnif— ,  piwid  b«far*  that  ioiUl- 
■•ut  b*esiaa  dD»;  Mi,  tbirt  &•  Bote*  of  uniiTidDd* 
mn  takes  in  maaj  iiwtanees,  anil  to  Urga  amoanU, 
in  lian  of  Iha  vrhok  of  the  uoond  and  third  ImUI- 
■MBta,  which  Dolei  an  jet  unpaid. 

m.  lopayiiif  diTidendatoilMAhoIdenwbohadnot 
eampUtad  thair  inalaloMnti^  tha  j^wfUoiu  of  tha  char- 
In  in  that  raapMt  wmb  violtlad. 

IV.  By  Iha  judgaa  of  tha  flnt  and  aaoond  aleetion 
■Hawing  mta;  paraana  la  (tTe  nora  than  thirty  tdIm 
•■ch,  ondM  the  pratsMca  of  tbair  baing  attomaja  for 
waena  in  iriioaa  nanaa  aharaa  than  atood,  wbanthoaa 
nidfaa,  tha  dinMMa,  and  ofltean  of  tha  bank,  parfccl- 
V  irell  knaw  that  tkoae  aharaa  Mallr  beloBBOd  to  tha 
~  '  it«  npon  tbam  ai  attaroeri.  Tha 

JaTidationarainpoaaaaainnaf  tha 


Tha  CMUBittae  am  of  opiniMi  that  no  ottiar  inatuus 
«f  a  Tialation  of  tha  ehartai  haa  boen  aatabUabad.  In 
rioaing  tliia  rapoH  of  a  moat  lahorioiH  ioTeatigBtioa, 
Iba  oommittaa  ebaarra,  that  whatarar  diflbranoa  irf 
•ptotoD  can  aziit  auong  than  u  lo  tho  raavUa  and 
iainmic«>tabodt«WD£ronithofteta  itelad,  Ihay  unan- 
iaandf  aoaeur  in  giiiiVt  to  the  pfooadlng  atatamwita 
•r  Ada  and  ahatraola  of  dacomaata,  their  aaBctiou. 
Tbey  hat*  not  laaoBaended  the  adoption  of  anj  naa- 
niMa  to  aarract  tiia  amy  arili  and  aiaeiyaft  thay  hava 
dapiclad,  axeapUag  that  of  dw  bill  bef^  iMnlknad, 
bMuna,  hf  the  proTiaioM  of  tha  dtaitar,  Aa  Saentai; 
•f  tliB  Tiaiacr/  haa  ftiU  power  to  applj  ■  prompt  and 
adoqatla  ramady ,  whaneTar  the  Mtnalioii  of  the  bank 
ifcnn  raqniia  it.  Aj>d  i(  alter  the  atockboldara  have 
become  acquainted  with  tba  mlananaganiant  of  the 
institntiaD,  the;  ahall  adopt  no  maani  to  prerent  il> 
emlinnaace,  or  tha  diiactora  themaalvei  afaall  parnal 
i*  >  eonraa  of  conduct  reqniiiiig  oonectiori,  the  con- 
viltee  cannot  oMartatft  a  doubt  that  tha  aalataiy  power 
lodged  in  tha  Tretaarr  Departnent  will  b«  flxertad, 
m  occaaion  may  raqoin^  and  witb  ralannee  to  tha  beat 
intareata  of  tha  Dniled  State*. 

It  ii  dne  to  the  officer*  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia 
to  atate,  that  trmj  &cilitj  in  Ihaii  powar  waa  render- 
ed in  eiplalningthcbookj,  and  aaaiitlngtha  reaearchea 
0f  tha  committee. 


I. — Lata' 


■  from   Ike  Surtlary  of  Ue    TWwury   to 
Jana,  Oirar^  ^^ilMttg,  Ldper,  and  Eponi, 

Cvmmitiumtr*. 

TxiiiUBr  DarAKTMaMT,  jlug.  15,  ISIS. 

QuTTiaMin  1  The  information  aominaiucatad  to 
thia  Depattmant  landara  it  probable  that,  in  the  cotuaa 
of  «  kw  diia,  tha  aum  of  $8,400,000  in  gold  and  ailier 
ooin,  and  in  pnUio  dafa^  will  haie  been  acluallj 
reoeioed  on  aceonnt  of  the  anbacriptUMM  to  the  cwital 
of  tba  Bank  of  the  Uniud  State*,  axoItuiToly  of  tha 
p«blie  >ubaorip4oi>  >  and  it  will  Ibeo  be  jonr  duty  to 
twli^  a  tim*  and  place,  within  the  cily  of  Philadel- 
phM,  for  tha  BleotioD  of  director*,  who  are  to  be  choaen 
by  the  BlockholdarB.  Aa  an  incident  in  the  perform- 
■nee  of  Ai*  dutyi  it  i*  )«eannied  that  you  will  deem  it 
ptopor  to  provide  •  avitabla  building  bt  coDuuendug 
tto  baaineBB  of  the  bank,  at  the  plue  deaignatad  for 
Iwlding  ^  elaetioni  and,  oonfitrming  to  the  general 
■ntwe  ef  your  traal,  yon  will  do  deobl  ba  diipoaad  to 
SMdte  attch  other  ptepMilwy  unagmuBla  ••  will 


Mlilato  and  aoaalaiala  tba  eparatiaM  of  the  iMti- 


Btataa  ahould  be  in  an  organiied  and  actira  alato 
before  the  30th  of  February  next,  whan  tha  paper  ef 
the  Stele  bank*  whi^  ha*e  not  reUiraed  to  melelUo 
paymaota  mu*t  be  rejected  in  die  collacliou  of  the 
duliea  and  taiea,  and  when  auch  banka  will  unaiud- 
ably  ceaee  to  be  the  depoeitiHi**  of  the  publio  reieniie. 

in  thia  Ttew  of  the  aabiect  I  em  antboriaed  1^  iba 
Freaidant  to  reootaneod  Uiat  yon  caoae  to  ba  pteparad 
each  book*,  engiaTing*,  and  paper,  aa  yon  thall  daen 
nacaaaary  fbr  tha  oommancement  of  the  boainea*  ef 
the  bank,  as  hood  aa  tha  diractora  ahaU  he  cheaan  by 
the  alockholder*.  If  baweTer  an  oppOTtunity  ooora, 
it  will  be  proper  to  coniult  the  diracion  who  bt*e 
bean  appointed  by  the  OoTeramant,  aUhongh  not  omm- 
here  of  your  board,  upon  the  moaaaTea  paiauad  is 
eonaaqnence  of  the  praaent  recoumandatiMi. 

WiUi  the  adventegaa  of  the  propeaad  aatie^aliaB, 
it  ia  baiiared  that  the  Bank  of  th#  United  Slelaa  m^ 
bain  operation  before  the  I*(  of  Janaaiy  next;  aada 
hope  i*  Mill  indulged  that  tha  Stale  banka  will  eithat 
confbim  to  that  e*aat,  or  adopt  the  period  ceateM 

Sleled  by  the  Legialature  (the  Mtb  of  Pebraaiy  Best) 
ir  a  general  ramueplion  of  apene  peymenta. 
I  h«*e  tm  honor  to  b*,  die. 

A.  J.  DALLAB. 

Heaan.  Joii*,  OinAas,  Wtiiuvo,  Liiraa, 
and  Etui*,  Commitiiontrt. 
n^Lttterfrtm  tht  Seerttary  of  the  TVearwry  to  W, 

Jtne$,  Btg.,  Frtridtnt  of  the  BanJc  of  flu  VttHed 

atatet. 

Taiiinjtr  D>p«aTMi>T,  Nov.  S9,  1B16. 

Sia;  Your  letter  of  the  Slat  inatant,  oommnoical- 
ing  the  preparatory  maaaurea  which  have  been  adopted 
b;  the  Board  of  Director*  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slate*,  and  their  dijpoiition  to  make  erery  exertion  in 
their  power,  consilient  with  the  inlereat  and  aecuiity 
of  ttie  bank,  to  eBibl*  thia  Ueparlment  to  eiaente  ttie 
inlentiona  of  the  Legiilature,  ia  the  oollsction  of  the 
public  reTenue,  after  the  SOlh  of  Febrtwry  next,  baa 
been  received  by  due  coaiaa  of  miiL 

You  obcerie  that  the  operation*  of  the  bank  mu*l 
neceaaarily  ba  very  limited  until  the  aecond  inatalnent 
riiall  be  receired,  and  the  principal  local  banka  arlnea 
a  eincete  diepoaition  to  oo^operala  in  Ih*  important 
and  iqdiepenaabte  work  of  inrigorating  public  conA- 
dance,  by  reauning  epecie  payment*.  With  that  e^ 
^oration,  the  boa^  i*  of  opinion  that  tha  attainment 
of  thi*  great  olijact  ia  neither  diffioult  nor  incompatibta 
with  the  aaiety  and  real  intereit*  of  all  the  aolid  butkli 

Prom  thi*  view  of  the  aubject,  *■  well  ••  from  a- 
general  knowledge  of  the  mean*  with  which  the  Beak 
of  the  United  State*  will  hare  to  commenca  it*  opera- 
tion*, and  of  the  difficulliei  which  it  will  have  to  mr- 
monnt  it  the  Stat*  banka  do  not  make  a  (imullaneooi 
effing  it  ii  miDifeat  that,  without  their  co-operalion, 
anational  ennency  equal  to  the  indiapenaable  demand* 
of  the  community  cannot  be  obtained  by  lbs  20th  of 
Pebtuaiy  next,  from  the  efiarta  of  the  bank  and  Trea- 
auiT,  nader  the  axiating  legal  proTiuoni. 

A*  Ihe  principal  bank*  in  the  Middle  Blataet  in  Ibe 
month  of  Anguat  l**t,  explicitiy  etated  to  thia  Qapatt- 
ment  tb*it  detennination  not  to  reeume  apecie  paymant* 
before  the  lat  July,  1S17,  there  ia  no  reaaon  to  expect 
tlieir  co-oparatian  balora  that  period,  uoleaa  a  chaop 
haa  in  the  mau  (una  been  effaotad  in  thair  aitaatiei^ 


STft 


SBTORY  or  cmoitns. 


an 


BamkafOu  Vhiitd  OMh. 


J&Mnw,lU0: 


or  mlam  io^uMBenM  m««  pwmM  Him  Hmm  pw 
Mated  in  the  Treunij  propodlioii  of  the  SSd  etttAf 
tart  can  iww  ke  prMaatMi  te  ttien. 

AMeagh  the  pradoiw  iMtata  bim,  io  the  lkt«*kl 
IMween  Ihei  declmtioD  ■nd  the  praMol  ptriod^  can- 
liiiMd  to  flew  inta  the  oavMy  frem  abroad,  la  mu»- 

-'*' «-i — •  ' J-iee  the  ptemtam  o»  efBcw,  1^ 

■  for  eiportctiott  ead  ftrnb- 
■  United  8lala«  il  ta  m* 
:■  have  repleaidwd  their 
TMlti  ft«B  the*  eowce.  The  Ufux  ot  nftAt,  baxr* 
•««,  «M»el  bat  be  camldered  bigfalr  IhvonMe  to  the 
iMMUipliM  of  ipede  pajDMnte.  B;  latii^g  *• 
eniteDl  denaMdi  fer  apeete,  the  iudneMivnt  to  nm  «t 
iw  bnb  has  been  fenerallj  tininirfted.  Bm  admit- 
t^  (vhat  i«  not  claariy  eetablkhed)  that  the  di 
pavtiaa  Imtweea  the  ipecja  bi  th^  Taolte  wd 


the  Bank  of  be  United  Btatee,  it  deee  not  ADew  that 
as  BatiaeniatlonorthdrUockorihaprMiaUHetali 
)i  indkpanilUB  tathatopeiMien.  Iflh*  tiiprop«F> 
>d  withiB  h«  proper  Unit  Iqr    ** 


The  raMbite  Mdvoiiati  af  the  oboalMinK  paper  Buy 
be  efHtcted  %r  Hn  State  baoki,  aitbaT  by  cirtaMini 
their  dtaeoanti^  or  by  the  eale  of  tbe  public  debt,  of 
wHah  tbaj  are  knenn  to  be  the  heiden. 

If  thia  radMMwa  ie  eOlcUd  ii  the  latter  BWda,  no 
«  wis  ba  iMhMi  bx  Ibe  eamnmnitr,  and 


Tiilual  iDfiering  intut  neceMaiil;  be  prodnced.  At  a 
moment  when  ezeeniTe  impoitatioiiB  of  fbreigii  mer- 
chandita  had  inrolrad  the  mercantile  and  mano&c- 
tnriDf  elaeeea  in  die  graetaat  diftteaa,  and  menaced 
tften  with  impandiDg  bankraplej,  reaaon,  haroanitT, 
and  aannd  poUcf,  all  nnited  ^i^tt  the  cortailment 
of  bank  dieconnta.  Tel,  ao  Ov  aa  tbe  knowledge  of 
like  Treaaoi;  extend*,  the  icdnttton  of  the  cirealaliDg 
paper  baa  in  no  inatance  been  attempted  by  the  nle  i^ 
pnblk:  debt  bald  bjr  tbe  baska. 

Cnrtaibnant  of  diaeonoti  baa  been  the  old;  pneeaa 
leaoited  to  by  then,  where  m;  eflort  haa  been  made 
to  prepan  fat  tbe  reaamption  of  necie  pajmantL 

Tito  diMagard  to  indi^idval  anflbrfng  mai^fiartad  In 
Aia  proeedure  of  the  Slate  banke  ha*  been  the  TMtdt 
of  a  conviction,  that,  When  die  national  cairene;  efaafl 
be  reatorad  bj  the  efibrti  of  tto  Goremment  and  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Bblea,  the  pnbBc  debt  wfakh 
Avy  hdd  wiH  be  gxettl;  tacTeaaad  u  valoe.  lliia  b 
Aamonaltable  fi«m  the  camideralion  ttat  tba  cvrtait 
meat  itf  dtaeannta,  in  good  paper,  modnoea  a  hM  of 


□iwbibtdi 


eqorf 

esbet  upon  the  relatire  piopDriion -. .    .  _    ., 

and  cinnlating  papal',  and  cenld  reditce  (h^  proSte 
bat  aix  per  cent  In  calling  upon  them  to  aril  the 
pnUie  debt  whidi  the;  hold,  aa  the  proper  and  efibe- 
taal  mode  of  preparing  to  reanme  apede  pmrmattf,no 
aaoiftee  ia  raqniied  of  Aem.  The  pvUie  debt  eveir* 
where  bean  a  conaideraUe  mnhim  apon  the  priee 
at  wbidi  Ihn  obtaiDed  it    Ths  detormniatkm  there* 


of  tiie  nciiflce  reqaired  to  reatore  the  diaordi 

of  the  enmacy,  bot  A*t  th^  will  not  forego  anj  of 

dw  ndtanttfea  to  be  darited  ftom  that  «?ent 


have  lakMi  plaaa  frrnkli  \-  Ihr  itarij- iiwimpii*^  it 
ipaaia  paTmaolB,  jat  tbane  Am*  Mt  afipaar  to  be  any 


laat,  and  the  e 

teeeiaed,  ate  w«U  a  _  _ 

ebtotbat  am  indDoanaM  oanbaeArad  brtheCbw. 
emment  anfflcientlT  atmg  t«  djaert  thaai  ita»  Ite 
Mility  of  making  the  hight  poaHblo  pt<At  opaa  4u 
P«Um  d^  whieb  dw;  held,  bi  dkeetly  mMimm^ 
ihwr  love  at  acqaiaitioBt  we  eaa  e&r  ttieaa  nadtaf 
e«ili*aUnl  t  " 
attareaceto 


bMk  will  be  able  to  anp^  a  Mtional  ««*raw7  by  A« 
flOlh  of  Fabraaiy  next,  vaaJad  bp  the  Slate  baafca. 
It  it  peoiibla  fi*  the  bank  to  wavi^j  the  demaad  in  Iha 
iwrnmaiaial  eMoa  whkh  the  ooUeotiao  of  the  mnia* 
aeUng  Mm  iaipei'ta  aai  tonoaga  mil  onaia  i*  tht 
iBiaraalbatwaanihUpaiodandtha  Irt  efinlytMatl 
IT  the  ammMA  af  bilk  b;  tbe  Bank  of  the  UniM 

Staler  dning  tbe  period  tbat  tbe  T 

to  diatomt  Ibelr  Ulla  in  apeala,  n 


eSpeMed  fieu  that  aooMm 
wilUn  the  fliat  menlh*  of  iu  ap— tian,  the  a*T«c»- 
mant  mwt  titber  fimkb  a  aatjawal  cMrrenej  or  ia, 
of  iu  i>TaD>a,  at  laaal 
of  the  Bank  of  the  Un*. 
ito  oiiewUtion  a  auKeiat 
qiHBti^  of  ite  bilia  to  fsmidi  the  neenaaary  farilitlaa 
fiir  that  pnraeaa.  The  period  wiUun  whkh  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sulea  will,  eonaa|teally  with  ila  aeoarita, 
be  able  te  pat  into  drcnlation  billi  equal  te  the  demanda 
of  Iha  commonity,  will  in  a  great  meaania  depend 
upon  the  facilit;  and  cheapueaa  with  which  apecie  can 
be  obtained  fiom  fbrMgn  eonntriea.  If  the  importa- 
tiona  of  foreign  metchandiie  ahall  continne  to  eicoad 
TalMofomezpottailiaaat  aa  Ih^  haw  done  atnea 
peaea,  the  balanea  mwt  be  paid  la  qMcta,  m  bj 
._.  tranafer  to  fbreign  handt  <n  the  beink  eteek'Or 
f^ad  dritt  of  the  nation.    Tbe  Ibrmar  node  of  ael- 


Oe  axpertalioo  of  *pm^ 


gg  A*  Taeaam  ptodneed  br 
and  (he  httor  wU  land  la 


hi'  htw  (rf  Aa  eofl 

„  drcnmaiaitee*,  w ^^ 

BOO  of  the  dependeiMe  of  the  Go**taB*iil  npon  tlw 
Stele  baahat  in  in  Aacai  tnuuMlion,  whUh  eonld  wtt 
&il  to  give  them  a  direct  infloMMt  veer  the  Mlianri 
oaireRc;.  Tbe  pMe  interaat  ivqofaan  that  tn  adarif 
aioD  of  that  natora  ahooM  be  eipNarir  rejected,  aai 
that  that  control  Aaald  not  be  exeraied. 

pmbabla  that  the  defl/teBer  fai  the  «!»•• 
ED  whicii  mnat  be  pn>da«ed  b;  Mw  rejte- 
tion  of  the  Ulli  of  the  State  banks  in  all  paymanu  to 
the  Ooeenment,  os  the  KKh  «f  Fabraaijr  next,  noai 
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fflSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


bis 


Jahrabt,  181B. 


Bank  of  tke  IMOtd  BtaU$. 


for  the  pnrpon  nf  potliiig 
tb«  bMMfit  of  th*  OovaniD 


panr  of  mom  JMBtlplian.  JiattM  and  lannd  poUey 
ib«bH  the  MMinnuee  af  tb*  fnaml  wjitem  of  Tim- 
*aiT  Boiea.  With  a  hife  iDTiriiu  lOTmw  ia  tka 
Traaanij,  die  Ooramnal  euDot  BoatblM  h)  drc»- 
lation  a  p*par  which  rabjaoti  them  to  the  payaHBl  of 
MrtKWI,  w  tri>ieh  »ay  b«  flMdadatamt  mc  per««Dt^ 
M  the  period  ii  apptoaefatBg  whan  it  i*  protiMtk  that 
that  Block  mort  [ii&abo*eitiiKiiMnalTdn«> 

If  die  GevwuuMt  Ukaa  vpon  itaaU  Ihe  priMipal 
bwden  of  TcaUiiag  Iha  euenktinf  madiiun  to  nele 
Tftlne,  it  it  imptopar  that  aU  tho  adfaiila|e  TMaltiiig 
Crom  that  oMfatioit  iboald  be  oxclneiTdy  emoted  b; 
the  Bank  M  the  Dnilod  Statea.  Ai  the  etedit  of  the 
natbn  ii  to  be  exeited  in  nrodiuiBK  thia  reroliition  io 
the  etaU  of  Iha  aunnm,  it  ii  bat  reaaesaMe  and  jait 
UM  a  part  of  the  profit  TfanhinK  ftwn  dut  ezeittoo 
aboold  ODHO  to  the  benefit  of  the  natioiiai  Tieaenr;. 
The  MOM  ntXIj  to  elfect  thia  otgeet,  Qarernmeiit 
paper  not  beariiif  tntenet,  reeetrable  in  ell  pajmenu 
Io  iIm  Oorernment,  and  vbidi  abalt  not  be  nmded  at 
a  Utber  ratvof  intereit  (hm  live  percent  per  ennon, 
■MT  be  plaeedat  tbo  diiporition  oftha  Bank  of  die  Uni- 
ted SMtea,  to  be  not  in  ebenlalion,  for  wbich  the  bank 
ehall  pn  a  itiniEilod  iMereet ;  or  it  ma;  be  iaeaed  bj 
die  bank,  for  me  benefit  of  the  GoTemment,  npon  re- 
uatiiuB  funded  debt  at  the  ratea  fixed  in  tiie  ■«  inooi- 
panting  the  bank,  or  bnnketeek  of  ai^  incorporated 
b«ik,  to  tke  amevM  i«iiad  Io  an;  indtrldnal,  for 
wliieh  earriee  the  banfc  iball  reoeire  •  reaeontUe  eom- 
I  board  of  diracloia  may  be  appointed, 
_. — ^,_.  ..,._  -  -  ■ ,  eircnlation  ftir 
ag  diefr  opera- 
~«et-beBringee- 
.  It  ii  probable 
■*"  "leratioM 
I  be  able 

to  pst  in  oircnUtion  a  anffleient  enonat  of  their  billi 
to  nimiab  a  circolatinK  medtnm  eqaal  to  the  tndiapan- 
eable  demanda  of  the  commnnit;.  WbenaTer  Uiii 
ahnU  be  effected,  the  inme  and  reisane  of  OoTernment 
biUatDceaae. 

Bhoold  Uie  balance  of  trade  contiaae  to  be  uofaror- 

aUe,  ofehonld  the  price  of  ipecie  rise  in  fbreigncoan- 

triea,  the  bank  woald  fiod  it  extremely  difficult,  daring 

the  fliat  year  of  itt  operetione,  to  imtain  tbecoDtinnal 

ran  npoD  it,  whiah  inch  a  atato  of  thingi  conld  not 

fail  ta  ptodoee.    In  an  emergeney  of  thie  nature,  the 

Oovenunent  p^er  eenld  not  Aul  to  be  a  powerfiil  anx- 

Uiary  to  the  bank,  and  a  great  advaatafe  to  Iba  eom- 

mniuty.    The  miBe  drawn  Oma  iia  vatdte  In  expor- 

taliaa  wonU  BeeeMarily  withdraw  bm  orenlalien  an 

Mml  emennt  of  ita  bUi)  a»d  leave  a  void  which  oenid 

not   aaftly  be  filled  b«t  by  Iba  teneefOoeemniMt 

1    pnper.     Wbalerer  portion  of  thia  p^et  ihenid  eone 

I   into  the  handa  of  the  hank  nti^  be  reiewied,  withent 

;    ezpoain^  their  lenaining  apeoe  atock  to  further  dimir 

I   nntion.     By  limiting  the  aDBonnt  of  Goiemment 

I    paper  to  be  ^t  in  circolatioa  to  the  probable  anrpln* 

f   revenne  danuf  the  year  IS17,  ila  credit  and  Tilae 

I   -wontd  eierywhera  be  equal  to  gold  and  ailicr. 


peper  may  be  avoided,  ^  the  reaamption 
''"■""■'  inki  on  or  before  the 
indneement  to  dill 
.    .  only  aid  dieir  operetiona 

'.  bywithlkdding  bom  clrenlationBBinuchof  tlmrpaper 
'  iM<r  in  the  Treaniry,  or  wbldi  nMy  hereafter  be  re- 
'  «v*tdi  ai  the  dmanda  open  Aa  Tiwwj  dwrlng  the 
*  IStli  Cun.SdSxsa.— 19 


lening  year  will  permit.    At  the 
.J  in  die  pow^  of  thi 
Truemr 


; — «..-    .»  .uD  Duiu  which  it  will 

, —  T-  —  tbe  GoTemmenl  to  retain  in  the 

will  be  eeniideraUe,  it  mny  preianl  a  tnffi- 

uaeement  to  diange  their  determination  not  to 

tpede  paymenta  before  the  lit  day  of  July 

How  br  the  diwsrediting  of  their  paper,  I^  refniing 
to  reeeire  it  in  diaeharge  of  datiet  and  taxei,  will  in- 
fiuenee  tteir  conduct,  can  only  be  aacertained  by  the 
eiperiment 

It  may  be  proper,  in  eloiing  thia  long  letter,  to  inform 
yon  that  no  deciiion  haa  been  made  upon  any  of  the 
pointa  preaented  in  it.  It  ntntt  be  conajdered,  tbue- 
fi»e,  at  merely  aonnding  thii  delicate  and  important 
tabfccl,  with  a  view  to  obtain  all  the  information 
which  may  be  neceaeary  to  enlighten  the  underttend- 
inga  of  thoee  wbo  mut  nllimatety  decide  npon  iL 

A  cotnmnnleation  of  your  viewi  upon  the  whole 
qoeatian  will  be  recetTed  witbmnch  fdeamre,  and  will 
receive  the  retpectfnl  contiderBtion  to  which  tbey  are 
ao  highly  entitled. 

""■'*       itimentt  of  A 

WM.1 

WiCBUX  JoKit,  Eiq., 

Praident  of  the  Bank  of  the  V.  S. 

VI.>~Be»olutMntmdammgemml,wUhtlieSliii»biBUu 
fir  tke  rttampiion  of  tptae  ptupittnt. 

JivcAKi  91, 1817. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Piendent 
and  Direclon  of  the  Bank  of  die  United  Statee ; 

The  board  took  into  contideration  Ibe  propotition  of 
the  convention  of  banlu,  made  through  a  committee 
fivm  ttiat  body,  to  a  oommittee  from  thia  board,  and 
reported  by  the  latter  at  the  Utt  meeting ;  and,  alter 
aome  time  tpent  in  conaidering  the  same,  certain  mod- 
ificationt  were  made,  and  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  thit  bank  anthorlzed  to  agree  to  the  propoaitiona  aa 
modifled,  aa  fbllowe,  viz : 

"  The  committee  of  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
reapectfully  aubmil  the  following  modificationt  oi  the 
propoaitiona  lecaiied  &om  the  committee  of  the  State 

"  lit.  That  the  incorporated  banka  of  New  York. 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Bichmond,  and  Norfolk,  en- 
gege,  on  the  SOtfa  of  the  enniing  month,  to  commence, 
and  thenceforth  to  continne,  tpede  peymente  bi  all 
demanda  npon  tbem,  and  reciprocally  to  anpport  the 
credit  of  each  other  In  their  leveral  dutiicta,  upon  any 
emergency,  mtil  the  baUncee  exieling  between  Uiem 
ab^  be  Anelly  peid  (^ 

"Sd.  That  the  whole  of  die  pnUie  baltnee*  in  dm 
receiving  hanka  of  New  Yoik,  riiiladalcAia,  B 
RichoMnd,  and  Norfolk,  be  iminedielely  tram 
the  Bank  of  die  United  Statee,  and  retained  in  ita 
vanlta,  (except  eo  much  thereof  ta  may  be  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiuiy  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penditnre,)  tintil  the  let  of  July  next,  when  the  eame 
(bail  be  pud  of^  together  with  the  intereet  thereon. 

"  Sd.  That  papnent  of  the  balance*  wliieb  may  a»- 
cunnlato  aga^  the  aibree^  benke,  anbaequenUy  to 
the  tranetir  of  the  baleneea  flrat  mentioned,  eliaU  not 
be  demanded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  nntfl 
the  eaid  bank  moA  ita  branchaa  dMU  have  diacounlad 
fM-  individnela  (other  than  thoee  having  dntiee  toptj} 


«  For  tboee  in  New  York, 

"  Por  thoee  in  Phiiaddpbia,  two  wiiiV»-«- 

"  For  thoee  in  Baltimore, 

"  For  thoee " 


in 


joaroBT  or  C(»osb8B. 


SM 


Jaroakt,  mt . 


n:  Prmided,  Hut  if  ^  nid  buk  tbaU  he  wiUac 
10  dwcoanl,  and  (hall  not  hkf*  lb*  iwqwnd  UMBat  af 
good  paper  oSucd  within  the  tirm  of  dm  d^i^ftoM 
lb*  30t£  of  Iha  Muu^  BOBlh,  at  N<w  Twk,  PIbb- 
ddpUa.  and  BaltiDMo,  and  witliin  tha  noM  Una  aiUt 
llu  opaiatioiu  of  the  offiea  of  the  aaid  bank  in  Vii- 
gjnU  dull  bn*  comnancad,  Um  afenaaid  baska  ahall, 
at  the  ffitpiration  of  that  lime,  at  ths  afsiaMid  plaeaa. 
n^ectaiab,  paj  to  th<  Bank  of  tha  United  Stataa  tha 
balanoea  dne  bj  than  reapectiTely,  tognthar  wilh  the 
iiit*i«*l  tberean. 

u  4th.  That  the  Bank  of  the  TInilad  Statw  iiill  a»- 
pge  to  dlacMUit  the  rt^uiiad  BiDonnt,  at  tho  iMfMtiM 


aaUjadgMaf  Iba   ilirliipi.  m  an f  «■■  of  *aw,  ■ 


BHwa  ana  lia  Dranenea  nm  nanof  ■  ■niTiiiMr  bviwh* 
of  cood  pap«T  oiand  at  tha  mpactire  plaaM  MMitiopad 
la  tha  uira  artide,  wUbin  the  pmod  tbanin  atipala- 
Nd,  then  tha  Bank  of  tha  Onited  BtaleaariU  aagifa  la 
AmowI  few  the  Mid  bank*  the  aaumttt  Ik*  daft- 
nmef,  at  tha  taqiactiu  plaeaa,  MMtHmg  I*  tha 
•atonH  ot  the  aafitab  of  the  aaid  banka,  TaapocliTelj. 

"  Sth.  That  Ibe  banka  aJbtaaaid  AaU  aa««^  ra- 
^oetiTalj,  and  in  the  fnpsrtion  which  Ihw  loani 
nay  b«w  to  their  ci^ Itala,  to  ledaee  the  anotlnt  of 
tto  Mid  laa^  in  the  ntio-or  tiu  diM 
Iha  Bank  of  ifce  UaiUd  StatM  and 
that  the  aaid  radaction  ahall  lake  plaaa  b;  the  lat  of 
Myneit 

«  7th.  That  the  Bank  of  tha  United  Btalaa  will  in- 
ttichanfe  pledgM  of  good  bith  and  friendly  offieea 
with  flu  teapeetiTe  banka,  and,  npoo  any  aaeiianoy 
iridch  may  ntenaee  the  credit  of  any  of  the  afcceaaid 
baoke,  will  ebeeifullj  contribnla  ila  reaonieea,  to  any 
raawHubIa  extent,  in  ranort  thetaoC  oenfldioK  in  tha 
Jnetiea  and  diKretian  of  the  bank*,  raafwcliraly,  to 
eirctiBueribe  their  aflain  within  the  jual  limit*  indioated 
by  their  rM^acliio  capitals,  a«  BOon  at  the  inlaraataud 
canrenienee  of  iha  communilv  will  admit, 

"  Bib.  Tlut,  npon  the  mntaal  tgreemeut  of  the  partie 

I  tbeee  atipnlatuna,  the  eame  ahall  be  eubnitted  to  th 


Secretary  of  the  Treaaniy,  lor  his  dedeion  open  thoee 
poiala  iriuch  ta*o(Te  tha  public  belaneea ;  and,  when 
apptotad  by  bbUi  ahall  be  obligatory  on  all  the  - 
IraeliDf  pattka." 

fTb*  tabnlaritatenienta,&c.,  beiDg  very  Tolnininona, 
■ra  Deoeaaarily  omitted.] 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  Clerk  be  diieeCed  to  pi 
cure  a*  apeedily  aa  praclicabte,  for  tha  om  a(  I 
iwinfaera  or  tfaii  Ho«*e,  ifiOO  oopiM  ot  the  MJd 
nparl,  is  addiiivn  la  ih*  osnil  number  of  ' 

OCfM*. 

Ur.  SmtciR,  from  the  Mine  commiCi«e,  bf 
■•are  of  (he  House,  repotted  a  bill  to  enforce  the 
proTUiani  of  ibe  act,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  incor- 
porate Iht  flubicribeie  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uailed 
BlBiea,"  which  relate  to  the  right  of  roiiog  Tor 
directors ;  wbicb  bill  was  road  twice,  and  also 
coiomilted  to  the  CommiilM  of  the  Whole  oa 
Ibe  ilata  of  the  Uaion.    7he  bill  is  aa  falb«« 

Be  it  enatted,  4«^  That,  to  aU  eleMioBa  ofdireo- 
toia  of  tbo  Bank  of  the  United  ftatas,  heraaAar  to  be 
held,  nnder  and  by  Tirtne  of  the  ■■  aet  to  incorporate 
Um  enbecribeca  le  the  Benk  of  tba  United  Sutes," 
whenerar  any  penon  AaH  oAr  to  Iha  lodgca  of  euoh 
alectiMiiiMra  than  thsty  TOtaa  in  Ibe  wbole,  indading 
thsM  oAHd  in  Ua  om  ttgUt,  and  Oaea  eArcd  by 


ar,  <ar  aOMa,  aa  tb^ 
BiMha,llhatllM»ren«>ialiiii*,dtwe«ly<irlufantft, 

tha  ehaMiyaBwhid>f»tall*eMatdiia  ilialia. 

aWemey  fcc  aOan;  <bM  tkaM  shaMa  ai^t>*a 
bmitt  My  bnaMladge  and  b<lii«  My  nd  n  gaed 
(atlh,oi»adby>hapeMMMinwlwaa—Maatfcaysw 
aHud.and  that,  tnmingnt  tUaelaali*^  IrfadMl 
iaanyMaBMrnahtalka  IMIhadaMaitMaricieif 
Iha  "ael  la  inee»airte  Iha  aniieuttma  te  tha  BMtetf 
tha  UMtad  atataa."  AndihaeaM  jadg-oTiliiii^ 
cranjaiwef  ih*M,*ail  b«  aMboriaad  u>d  ^mw 
end,  'm  thair  dinaliau,  or  at  tha  i—l— ee  ot^ 
etockholdM  ef  the  bank,  la  ^awwiM  du  Mi  <^« 
■fimuliaB,  to  Hw  naaann  ofidnc  to  vata  at  ■■w-anA 
eUdian.  And  if  any  p*Man  abaU  wilM(y  aad  ah* 
lately  awaar  «(  aOm  fclaely,  in  trtdnglha  ea*i  mA 
BT  aJMBMOiowi  anah  fmbi^  aa  elfcaliafc  ahalfc  tmm 
ilM  cOBTielHM  tinteafi  be  antitti  la  lb |il  i  il 
penaltJM  whidt  are  by  law  piaMiiIwi  hatha  .|nnl  H 
Hont  of  wiUol  aad  osMnpt  parian. 

Sm.  a.  Jlmdt*U/hH£rmmtiikn>iX«»iaiwm 
of  any  aladie*  af  diIactecl^  t»  ba  hdA  m  ifcii^fc 
ahall  penait  aay  paraia  lajiaa  aawa  than  *ii«y  mjm 
in  Iha  whole,  at  any  ewh  okMim,  wMuM  (ha  mH 
paiaan's  tuvag  tafc«  Iha  aftnaud  oath  <■  aAtMa* 
tioa,  anch  of  tba  aaid  jodceaaa  dull  aaaaaatthMet* 
shall  aerarally  be  dcanad  giul^  af  a  uaadaMaaMfc 
and,  oo  diu  eoandiaa  tbwseC  ihaU  ba  swifaat  tt  a 
fine,  not  exeeeding  — — ,  m  to  iaurieoMnau  uat* 

caeding ,  at  tha  diamlioa  at  the  Oa«t  hata 

which  each  aanriatian  ahaB  balMi. 

HORDAT,  JiDDBry  18. 

Hr.  WiLLians.  of  North  Cualhu,  bom  th* 
Commiitee  of  Claltni,  made  a  report  aa  th«  ^ 
liiion  uf  William  McDonakl,  broiheraad  ndtnu- 
istralor  of  the  late  Captaio  James  McOtfna id-, 
which  vat  read,  wheo  Mr.  W.  reported  a  bill 
BUihoriziog  aa  equitable  teltleraenl  of  iha  ■■» 
couDla  of  cbe  lale  Captaio  JamM  HcDoaald,  cf 
the  fuurieeuih  tegincnt  i»t  UaUcd  Stalaa  iaia» 
try;  which  was  read  twjaa, aad-coMmitwd  laa 
CMBinttloe  of  the  Whale. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  froM  the  Omtaini 
of  Wajra  aad  Uaana,  raporttd  ■  Ml'  reUltt*  t* 
ibadiiaet  lu  aad  latarDai  doiJea-i  whMi  «ai 
read  twiea,  aad  a—mrined  ta  ib«  ComnttelR  of 
tha  Wholes 

Mr.  BmtB  alio  reported  a  bHI  aapplenieaurr 
tB  the  act,  eniitM  "Ao  aet  to  prorida  Ibr  tbt 
prompt  stiilemeni  of  pubKe  aceoants;"  which 
wai  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  eogrobaed  aW 
read  a  third  time  on  Thursday  out. 

Mr.  BoBERTSON,  from  the  Gommitlea  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claim*,  to  which  was  rEferred  the  i»- 
portof  (hereoordet  of  land  liUes  in  the  TerriMfT 
of  Missouri,  made  io  obedience  to  the  aai  of  tb« 
20th  of  April,  181S,  eaiided  "Ad  aet  far  iheeHiaf 
of  Jame*Ma«kt)',  of  Ibe  Territory  of  Miaeaan," 
made  a  detailed  rtfiort  ihtNoa,  which  was  read  ; 
when  Hf.  R.  reported  a  bill  for  tha  raliaf  of  dM 
aaid  Jaiaai  Uaahay )  wUoh  wai  ratd  itriai^—d 
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OotinHtiem  ifttoriia. 


H.orB. 


eommitted  to  the  Omnittve'  of  ihft'Whote, 
which  is  cMumitted  the  biH  for  the  r«)f«r  of  Phil- 
ip C.  8.  ] 

Mr.  PoiNmkTvm,  f^om  the  ComaiiiMe  on  the 
PnUlo  Landi,  who  were  iDstraeted  by  a  tmoIo- 
tioB  of  iheTlh  aliimo  to  iaqtHi«  loio  the  txpv- 
di«aef  of  graniibg  lo  each  Slate  one  hundrei 
thoDMod  aerea  of  land  for  the  endowmeni  of  a 
OBiTersiljr  io  «aeh  State,  made  a  report  uofarot- 
■Me  to  the  graminf  of  Mid  land ;  wliieh  i 
read  and  onhr«d  to  Tie  on  the  table. 

The  SHACfeB  laid  before  the  Houie  a  letter 
Aon  the  Seeretarr  of  War,  traDamilliag  infor- 
nailoQ  in  relilioa  to  the  adJMliueol  and  pajr- 
menl  of  the  elalms  of  the  frieodljr  Creek  Indiana, 
rendered  in  obedience  to  Che  resOlntiBa  of  this 
House  af  the  4iti  iaitant  j  wftieh  WIm  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  ttetioit  of  Mr.  Stoim,  a  adeei  committee 
waa  appoteted  to  eoliiider  and  report  to  this 
Houte  whether  *nj  aUieadtteDli  maf  be  eipe- 
dieiH  to  the  aarcral  law*  now  ia  force,  proTiding 
Ibr  eoinjwsuitioa  to  iadiridaala  for  iMiea  <tf  prop- 
ntr  itiMarned  dnrinf  the  late  war  with  Ureal 
Briiaia,  eiihar  bjr  the  pabKe  enemjr  or  ia  codm- 

SRDoe  of  impreaanMnla  into  the  teTrJee  of  the 
Dlted  Stales,  or  \rj  order  of  the  ofllcen  of  the 
Onited  Smtei  or  otherwiBe.  Mea^n.  SToaaa, 
WiLLiA»ofNorthCaro(iDa,SyaiiaBt,  QaAKLia, 
nd  Bali^  were  appointed  the  raid 

OOTBBNMBNT  OF  PLOBIPA. 
Hr.  Et>WABi>B  rote  to  ofibra  ftaoluiioa  calling 
fttr  infomalioD  ia  relaiioo  to  the  posts,  without 
the  limitB  of  the  United  States,  now  in  the  pos- 
■caiion  of  ihe  Daiied  Slates.  The  object  of  his 
motion  was  in  itself  m  plain  ae  to  need  no  elnei- 
datioa<  It  would  be  recollected  that  the  It 
1911  aaihortzed  the  takiof  possession,  on  certain 


, ._  J  governmeDt  therein. 

One  ol^eei  of  the  reeolatianwaeto  ascertain  how 
fkr,  if  at  all,  that  hw  bid  been  carried  into  effect, 
dke.  The'reaoloiioa  waaia  the foUowiOg  word*: 
SaobMd,  That  the  Ptestdent  of  the  United  Btataa 
b«  raqnsBted  lo  csbm  nt;  informmtion,  Bot  nbeadj 
'  eOBiBiaiiioatad,  to  be  laid  bafere  thb  Hotwa,  wbatber 
AneliB  lAnd,  St.  Mario,  end  Paneamla,  ret  remain 
i»  the  pgaaaaaieR  of  the  United  Staua,  ntd,  tf  so,  b7 
iriMt  lami  Ihe  lahaUlaaM  iherMf  ire  Bsramad )  ^-'■ 
tkar  artldea  hnpaHed  iharaiB  from  fcrelfB  eon 
■M  eobjeat  to  MIT  wd  «bet  dnliaa^  aAd  br  what  lairs ; 
■Bd  wbethai  Ihe  eaid  dMiea  ata  MOaelad  ead  b» 
whaikar  TwHla  anMni  in  the  United  Slalaa  ft< 
PaaaMola  aad  Amelia  Uaad,  end  in  ffenaacoU  ■ 


I  are  considatad  and  mated  m  fa»ils  sniriaB  fre* 

fbreifD  couBtiias. 

'  Mr.  UoLMU  aaid  that  the  resolution  embraced 

>  soBic  object*  which  the  Comaittea  of  Foreign 

I  Relation!  bad  bad  ondet  eonsideration,  that  con- 

I  MToing  Amelia  laland,  for  example;  respecting 

<  whioh  they  had  directed   him  to  make  of  the 

I  Sectelarv  of  State  all  the  iaquiriei  embraced  in 

I  tka  reeolntton,  asd  more.     That  information 

i  might'  ha  axpwMd  lo  ba  eiwa  reeeired,  bmI  laid 


befbre  lh«  Hotree.  He  therefore  wiihed  the  gen- 
tleman to  waire  hia  molicrn  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Bdwarob  said  he  had  no  objection,  if  the 
cotnmltiee  had  asked  for  the  iDformatioD,(t bough 
he  still  thought  it  would  hare  been  better  bxd 
the  ioformaiioa  been  specially  called  for  by  the 
Hoiiiie,)io  iraire  his  motion  for  ibe  preneot,  with 
the  reaerraiion  of  the  rig;ht  to  renew  it,  If  the 
expected  information  was  not  laid  before  .the 
Hoow. 

Hr.  MoPKiHBON  snnesled  that  the  inrormation 
wticb  had  been  reqtiii«d  by  the  Coramittee  of 
PoreigB  Relations  was  limited  to  Amelia  bland, 
and  tbeTefore  did  not  embmee  the  principal  part 
of  the  information  repaired  by  the  resotuiion. 

Hr.  EnwiiKDS  aaid,  if  ihal  were  the  esse,  be 
should  certainly  dot  waive  hit  motion.  If  we 
are  correctly  infoTmed  by  the  newtpapert,  there 
had  been  something  like  a  gorernmeni  ektaUteb- 
ed  at  St.  Marks  and  at  FensaeoUt,  by  the  mlKtarT- 
anthority,  as  well  as  at  Amelia  Islanif;  and  be 
wished  to  ascertain  how  far  the  arnngeaieittatif 
the  military  awhcrity  hit  been  atnctioDed  bj 
the  CieeutiTe.  Teaaals  had  cleared  out  and  al- 
tered at  PeDsacola;  be  wished  to  know  whether 
it  had  been  regarded  in  this  respect  as  a  foreign 
or  domestic  porL  If  civil  officers,  collectors,  £c. 
had  been  appointed,  he  wished  to  obtain  iDfotira* 


mate  measarei  sliould  be  found  oeeesuT)[,  infor- 
mation would  he  wanted,  without  which  the 
House  nias  groping  in  the  dark.  He  bad  no  other 
object  ihan  to  ascertain,  <AciaU]r,  tbe  factsviD 
these  tnbjects. 

Mr.  STnoTBBn  said,  he  never  should  oppose  a 
resolution  catling  for  information  to  iDSiroct  this 
Bouse  in  the  discharge  of  its  daty,  or  that  waa 
necessaty  to  enable  them  to  ascertain  the  mannet 
in  which  the  Executive  department  had  discharg- 
ed Ihe  duties  auigoed  it  by  the  Constitution  and 
law*  of  the  cooniry.  The  stability  and  iDtegritjr 
of  the  Ooveroment  depended  upon  the  ri^ hi  to 
call  for  and  obtain  information  ;  hni  he  objected 
to  ibis  resotntiob,  introdoced  by  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  oeeause  the  information  called 
for  had  been  famished  this  House,  in  that  rolu- 
rolDOoa  document  laid  upon  our  table  upon  the 
svlgeci  ofthe  Seminole  war.  .Mr.  8.  aaid,  if  hia 
hononbte  friend  wonld  examine  tbe  correspond- 
enee  betwven  General  Jackson  and  the  SecreUrf 
of  War,  be  wonld  Bseeiiiin  that  a  goveinment 
has  been  established  at  Peoiacola,  and  Ainetioaa- 
riea  appointed  to  administer  the  governmeni  j  ■ 
temporary  government,  confined  to  the  Becessarr 
aad  legitimate  purpose  of  protection  lo  tbe  per- 


sona and  property  of  the  people  inhabiting  that 
region;  a  proceeding  apttnsiag  from  aecesrity, 
and  to  letminate  wilh  \i.    Upon  this  ground  he 


wa*  opposed  to  the  resolution. 

Hr.  Storbs  said,  he  hoped  the  House  wonld 
agree  to  the  resoluiioo.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  tbe  posts  of  PeDsacola  were  governed 
by  the  laws  of  ihe  Onited  States,  or  by  those  ap- 
plicable to  a  conquered  colony;  whether  ibejr 
w«ra  now  rated  kf  the  MOie  laws  as  prcrioMlf 
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ezlit«d,  or  bv  wtuterer  oiber  Ikws.  Ai  it  ap- 
peared,  br  wbit  had  fallen  from  the  churman 
of  the  Commiliee  of  Foieigii  ReUtiotia  (Mr. 
HOLHia)  that  Ihal  subject  waa  liketj'  to  come 
before  CoDgreii,  il  was  Dot  eoough  that  that 
commiltee  ahonld  hare  the  loformaiion,  bat  this 
Hogn  ought  to  bare  it  for  in  guidance.  In  re- 
ftrd  lo  the  cuslom-hoaK,  he  asked  ibe  genile- 
mao  from  MassachoKtli  to  point  out  that  part 
of  Ibe  docnmenta  whicb  instructed  thii  Hoaso 
whether  any  dutiea  were  collected  by  the  officers 
of  the  nniled  Slate*  at  Pensacola  or  not ;  or  lo 
any  part  of  (he  doeameuln  which  iodieated  who 
was  the  law  officer,  dc-c.  There  bad  not,  he  said, 
been  comrouoicated  a  aiogle  paper  which  threw 
the  least  ligbt  upon  the  tubjeat.  He  hoped, 
tbeicfore,  the  reiolncioD  would  be  adopted. 

Aifter  some  further  obacrTatiooB  from  Mr. 
Btbotb£h,  and  the  words  "  not  already  comma- 
nicatcd"  being  inserted,  on  acffgestioD  of  Mr. 
PoixnEZTGR,  a>  they  ttand  in  the  reiolatioD,  it 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

THE  8EHINOLE  WAK. 

The  order  of  the  day,on  Ibe  report  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affiiiri  respecting  the  Semi- 
nole ynr,  being  announced — 

The  House  then  went  into  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  to  whom  that 
report  was  committed,  Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  Chair. 

There  was  some  confersation  prerioDsly  about 

Sstponing  the  snbject  for  a  day  or  two ;  nut  the 
ouse,  by  a  majority  of  ten  or  fifieen  votes,  re- 
solved to  take  it  up. 

The  report  of  the  Military  Committee  was  read 
through,  concluding  with  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

' Rtiolvcd,  ThstiheHonsBofBeptesentativesofth* 
Doited  States  distpproTea  the  prooeedings  in  the  trial 
and  ezecation  of  Alezaiider  AibnthDot  and  Kabert 
C.  AmbriatsT." 

Mr.CoBB  of  Qeorgia, commenced  the  debBie,by 
observing,  ibat  alihougb  be  concurred  in  opinion 
with  tbe  Military  Committee,  as  eipiesied  in 
their  report  under  considerationjret  he  thought 
they  bad  not  |{ane  far  enough.  There  were  other 
matters,  arising  out  of  the  late  Seminole  war, 
which  be  thought  of  infinitely  greater  importance, 
and,  in  comparison  with  which,  indeed  ihe  trials 
of  Arbuibnoi  and  Ambrister  were  objects  of  but 
secondary  consideration.  As  highly,  therefore, 
as  be  disapprored  ibe  proceedings  in  the  trial  of 
these  men,  yel  as,  b^  tbe  report,  tbe  matters  to 
which  be  bad  allusion  were  not  presented  for 
oooiideration,  he  held  in  his  band  certain  resolu- 
tions which  it  was  his  intention  to  propose,  by 
way  of  amendment  to  ihe  report  of  the  Military 
Committee.  [Mr.  Cosn  here  read  tbe  amend- 
ment, which  he  subsequently  moved.]  From 
these  resolution^  tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
would  observe  that  it  was  his  intention  to  open 
ibe  whole  field  of  debate,  and  to  present  for  dis- 
cussion, not  only  the  trials  of  these  men,  but  Ihe 
capture  of  the  Spanish  posts  of  St.  Marks,  Punsa- 
cota,  and  'Barancas,  in  which,  be  believed,  there 
had  been  a  most  flagrant  breach  of  tbe  Constitu- 


tion of  tba  Unitad  Siatea.  B«t  aa,  &otwithaiand> 
ing  the  amendment  he  wu  aboni  lo  propose,  the 
resoluiioD  of  the  Military  Committee  would  stand 
fiiBl  in  order,  he  would  proceed  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks as  to  the  subject-matter  of  that  resolution. 
He  thought  he  could  promise  that  the  Committee 
'lould  not  '  '  •--.■-• 
hicb  be  might 
this  resoiut 


should  not  be  Iodk  detained  by  the  observations 

' '  '   '     might  have  the  honor  to  make  either 

upon  this  resoiutioo  or  those  which  be  would  lay 


upon  the  table,  as,  at  that  early  period  of  the  dis- 
cussion, it  was  not  necessary  to  present  to  the 
Committee  anything  more  than  what  he  con- 
sidered the  leading  points,  reserving  to  himself 
tbe  right  of  speakmg,  as  lo  pariicnlars,  at  some 
future  period,  if  he  should  find  it  necessary. 

In  attending  to  the  trials  by  court  martial  of 
those  two  Bnfliabmen,  Ihe  first  objecii  for  con- 
sideration which  presented  themselves,  were  the 
chargcsexhibitedagainal  them.  Reasoning  upon 
tbe  supposition  that  they  were  true,  he  was  per> 
feclly  at  a  loss  lo  know  what  law, martial,  muni- 
cipal, or  national,  was  violated.  Against  what 
law  had  they  oflended  1  He  was  not  certain  that 
he  perfectly  understood  what  was  martial  law  In 
this  country.  Werebe  to  view  ilin  tbe  light  thax 
it  had  been  explained  and  enforced  by  aome,  he 
must  be  compelled  to  consider  it  as  of  paramount 
authority  indeed ;  so  high  in  its  nature  as  that  it 
coold  be  made  to  suspend  tbe  Constitution  itaelf. 
He  had  not  yet  obtained  his  consent  to  give  it 
this  omnipotent  efiect,  and  he  hoped  he  never 
should.  He  had  thought,  and  yet  believed,  unlit 
be  could  have  some  proofs  to  the  contrary,  that 
il  was  contained  in  ibat^  body  of  lawt  esiahlisbed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  llie 
government  of  the  Army,  commonly  called  the 
"  Rules  and  Articles  of  War."  If  be  was  correct 
in  ibis  opinion,  (and  he  presumed  no  gentleman 
would  controvert  it,)  he  had  searched  in  vain, 
(and  be  bad  used  no  little  iuduiiry  lo  discover) 
lor  that  clause  against  which  Arbuthnot  and  Am- 
biister  had  oflended,  in  the  commiMion  of  the 
aciE  charged  against  them,  and  for  which  they 
were  convicted.  It  was  true,  there  was  a  clause 
subjecting  to  death  those  who  should  be  convicted 
of  being  "  spies."  But,  although  ihese  men,  oi 
one  of  ihem,  was  chaq;ed  with  this,  yet  be  was  , 
acquitted  of  that  charge,  and  for  that  reaaon  it 
would  be  uaDecesBary  to  take  farther  notice  of  it. 
The  oSenae  for  which  ihey  were  convicted  asd 
suffered  death,  waa  Ibat  of  "  exciting  and  alfriiu 
up  ihe  Creek  ladians  to  war  against  the  UoitKl 
fiiatea  and  her  eitizene,  they  heing  subJMta  of 
Qnat  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  Slates  are  at 
peace ;"  "  of  aiding,  abetting,  and  comforiing  the 
enemy,  and  supplying  them  with  tbe  means  of 
warj"  "and  leading  and  eommanding  ihe  Lower 
Creeks  in  canjring  on  war  against  the  United 
States."  Admit  the  truth  of  the  facta  contained 
in  these  chatgest  are  Ihey  declared  penal  in  nay 
part  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  1  Or  are 
they  therein  declared  to  be  proper  Eubjecl  matters 
for  trial  before  a  court  martialf  If  the y  were 
noi,  it  followed,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  com- 
manding General  had  transcended  fair  powers  in 
ordering  tbe  court,  and  that  the  coutl  itaelF  had 
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■tielched  iu  poners  to  rq  an  warrantable  leoglh, 
in  actios  upon  matters  not  cosnizable  before  them. 
Ir  would  M  Ri^uiog  (o  Utile  purpose  to  pro*e, 
ibat  the  crimes  conlained  In  these  charges  were 
not  embraced  in  the  rntes  and  articles  of  war.  It 
would  be  ■nfficieot,  at  present,  simply  to  den; 
that  they  were,  until  those  who  differed  from  bim 
in  opinion  kltempted  to  prove  the  affirmative  of 
the  question. 

Hr.  C.  thoDght  it  would  be  an  attempt  eqaallf 
fmitless  to  prove  that  the  matters  charged  against 
the^e  individnals  consiitnled  an  offence  against 
national  law,  for  which  they  were  answerable 
before  a  eoort  martial.  He  did  not  proft 
deeply  read  in  the  law  of  nations.  He  had, 
however,  searched,  in  the  hope  that  he  conid  find 
some  justification  for  this  most  novel  proceeding, 
■U  the  writers  on  that  subjec^  upon  whose  works 
be  had  been  able  to  lay  his  hands.  He  had 
commenced  and  proseeoted  this  search  under  the 
most  aniioni  wish  for  sacoess.  It  bad  been 
abject  of  great  solicitude  with  bira  to  rescue 
both  the  court  and  the  General  who  ordered  it, 
from  the  imputation  of  injustice.  He  had  been 
compelled  to  denst,  chagrined  nod  disappointed. 
if  any  other  gentleman  had  been  fortunate^  he 
should  rejoice  to  leato  it  He  certainly  could 
hare  no  wish  to  remain  in  error. 

The  next  point  occupied  by  Hr.  Conn  wat  as 
to  the  evidence  under  which  both,  or  one  of 
these  men,  were  convicted.  He  should  not  say 
much  npon  it,  for  he  did  not  intend  to  analyze  iL 
He  had  nndeiatood,  and  no  doubt  correctljr,  that 
the  rnles  of  evidence,  in  courts  martial,  differed 
very  Utile,  in  principle,  from  those  established  in 
tbe  courts  of  common  law.  It  was  so  declared, 
he  believed,   by  the  only  American  authority, 


(Blacomb  on  Martial  Law,)  that  he  knew  any- 
thing of.  on  that  subject.    He  presumed  it  would 
<t  be  denied.    Bui,  air,  said  lie,  if 


evidence  produced  in  those  trials  by  these  rule^ 
we  Bhall  blush  at  the  shameful  ^rversioo  of 
justice  therein  displayed.  The  evidence  of  jw- 
pers,  not  produced  or  accounted  for,  the  belief  of 
peisons  whose  testimony  ot  fact*  ought  to  have 
been  doubted,  htanay,  and  that  of  TttdxanM,  ne- 
gnti,  at  other;  who,  had  they  been  present,  could 
not  bare  been  sworn,  were  all  indiscriminatelv 
admitted  and  acted  upon.  Miserable,  indeed, 
will  be  the  precedents  established  by  tAtt  court 
martial  for  otA^rt  which  may  hereafter  be  formedl 
More  need  not  be  said  on  this  subject 

Mr.  C.  next  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  sentence  under  which  Ambrister 
was  executed.  He  had  strong  doubts  whether, 
upon  siring  a  fair  construction  to  the  Rules  and 
Articles  of  War,  the  proceedings  of  the  conn 
martial  ought  not  to  hare  been  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  before  the  sen- 
tence was  carried  into  effect.  But  he  waived 
the  examination  of  this  question.  It  seems  that 
the  court  first  sentenced  Amhrister  to  be  shot; 
bnt  one  of  the  members  baring  asked  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  sentence,  before  the  proceedings 
were  submitted  to  the  commanding  General,  it 
was  allowed,  and  another  punishment  awarded, 


as  ignominious  in  its  nature  asimagination  could 
well  conceive,  but  which  yet  spared  life.  Now, 
will  it  be  contended  that  this  reconsideration  ana 
change  of  sentence  did  not,  to  all  JQienls  and 
pnrpDseif,  render  null  aodvoid  the  first  sentence? 
Can  it  be  said,  with  any  truth,  that  there  was 
any  other  sentence  than  the  one  last  passed  in 
tbe  case?  But,  unfortunately,  the  first  sentence 
was  not  erased  nom  the  proceedings  of  the  coart 
It  is  there  fonnd  by  the  General,  when  ibey  were 
submitted  to  him,and,  bya  A^&alrelcAof  power, 
he  arails  himself  of  it — "approves  the  finding 
and  first  sentence — disapproves  of  the  reconsid- 
eration and  last  sentence,"  and  directs  the  man 
to  be  executed !  To  me,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.,  thii 
proceeding  has  upon  its  face  a  cruelty  that  ex- 
cites my  greatest  disapprobation.  The  last  thing 
to  which  Mr.  C.  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  was  the  principle  by  which  the  coaa- 
manding  Qeneral  profeues  to  bare  been  gor- 
erned  in  ordering  the  execution  of  Ambrister, 
and  which,  in  its  extent,  as  contended  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  under  consideration, 
applied  with  equal  force  to  the  case  of  Arbuth- 
Dot  It  is  in  these  words :  "  It  is  an  established 
'  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  any  indi- 
ridual  of  a  nation  making  war  a^inst  (be  cit- 
izens of  another  nation,  they  being  at  peace, 
forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  becomw  an  outlaw 
and  a  pirate."  The  Hililarr  Committee,  !■ 
their  report,  have  very  properly  denied  the  es- 
tablishment of  any  such  principle  in  the  law  of 
nations.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  boldly  challenge  any 
man  of  common  tense  to  prove  the  existence  of 
h  a  nrioeiple  to  the  extent  it  is  here  laid 
vn.  Reason,  propriety,  justice,  and  human- 
ity, all  cry  aloud  against  snch  a  principle !  8o 
far  as  my  researches  hare  gone,  it  is  absolutely 
'"''"'  1  national  law;  and,! 

olutely  denied  by  every 
tee.  If  this  priocipla 
was  true,  then  La  Fayette,  De  Kalb^  Pulaski, 
and  a  targe  host  of  foreigners,  who  joined  the 
standard  of  our  fathers  in  the  Rerolutioo,  and, 
by  tbeir  blood,  and  at  tbe  expense  of  their  lives, 
aided  in  the  establishment  of  the- independence 
of  this  nation,  were  "  outlaws  and  pirates  j"  and, 
had  they  been  captured,  were  subject  to  hare 
been  tried  and  sentenced  to  an  ignominious  death 
by  a  court  martial.  For,  when  ther  entered  oni 
service,  they  were  "individuals  of  a  nation  at 
peace"  wiihEagland,  and  they,  after  they  joined 
ont  arras,  "  made  war  upon  England  and  her  cit- 
izens, and  thereby  forfeiied  their  allegiance." 
Sir,  IS  ibis  Commiltee  prepared  to  brand  ibesa 
men  with  the  titles  of  "  ouitaws  and  pirates,"  by 
their  sanction  to  Ibis  principle  T  I  will  not  yet 
believe  it. 

But,  it  may  be  said,  that  these  Englishmen, 
having  "joined  a  savage  nation,  who  observe  no 
rules,  and  give  no  quarter,"  we  have  a  right  to 
treat  thera  precisely  ss  we  might  treat  the  sava- 
ges whom  they  have  joined,  and  that  we  would 
bare  a  right  to  put  the  savages  to  death,  upon  a 
principle  of  retaliation.  Let  this  position  for  a 
moment  be  admitted,  and  yet  it  will  be  erident 


m 


wmom  OF  cfflWRBjg. 


na 


H.QrR. 


Janmu,  1S19. 


0at  ibe  piinciple  aaitr  wbicb 

'      >uM  be  B  Tery  different  aD&— lo  wit,  that 


_^ ..,..,.  8  •honld  pro- 

ceed woutd  iw  B  Tery  different  aD&— to  wit,  thai 
qf  letaliatioa.  Foi  ereo  savages  canaot  regu- 
brlf  be  put  to  death,  uaiil  tbe;  refuse  "  lo  ob- 
aeT?e  rules  or  fjive  auafiGr."  In  order  ihnt  tbe 
prioeiple  eslablisbed  by  General  Jackson  ntay  be 
applied,  it  muil  undergo  a  nutertal  ameDdmeni. 
Instead  of  ibe  words  in  which  it  is  couched,  it 
should  read  ihns — "It  is  an  eslablithed  principle 
of  the  law  of  naliona,  that  any  indiTidual  of  a 
nalioQj  jaining  «a*a^s  and  barbarians  who  ob- 
serve no  rules  and  five  no  quarter,  and  making 
mr  against  tbe  citizens  of  another  nalion,  ihe; 
being  at  peace,  becooies  bimself  a  savage  and 
barbarian,  and  may  be  treated  as  sucb."  Under 
sacb  a  principle,  there  would  have  been  more 
justice  (humifnity  beioff  out  of  the  queslioo)  in 
potting  Ambrister  and  Arbuthnot  to  death- 

Mr.  C.  ihen  proceeded  to  inquire,  whether  the 
commanding  Qeneral  of  the  American  arm; 
possessed  the  power  to  exercise  the  rlgbl  of  re- 
UUatian  T  If  in  its  exercise  there  is  any  respon- 
sibility, he  coDteaded  it  was  plpced  upon  the 
nation.  They  were  aecouoiable  to  all  other 
nations  for  tbe  nanner  in  which  they  coodocted 
their  wars.  To  tbe  haiion,  therefore^  it  belonged, 
to  establish  the  rules  of  war,  by  which  it  would 
he  governed;  and  the  authority  by  which  they 
were  to  be  established,  was  tlist  in  whose  han<b 


.  _s  vested  tbe  right  of  declaring  war.    In  ib< 
establishment,   the  character  of  th< 


iostice,  for,  humanity,  £c.,  was  deeply  iovolred. 
Who.  ne  asked,  were  tbe  legitimate  guardians  of 
the  cnaraeter  of  this  nation,  but  Congress— the 
war  declaring  power?  Mr.  C.  iboustii  be  was 
not  singular  in  ibis  opinion.  He  believed  that 
tbe  late  President  of  tbe  United  States,  the  vir- 
tnous  James  Madison,  was  of  the  same  opinion. 
Par  when,  during  the  laie  war,  it  was  tuougbt 
necessary  to  apply  the  reiaJiatory  priocipl^  did 
be  believe  himself  clothed  with  power  to  do  it, 
although  Commander-in-Chief  1  Mo — be  be- 
lieved It  was  in  Congress  alone.  To  Coneress 
be  applied  for  tbe  power,  and,  by  a  special  act, 
they  conferred  it  on  bim.  Mr.  C.  tiuiught  this 
case  sbould  be  considered  as  coocluiive  authority. 
But  he  would  inquire  bow  long  this  reialiaijiig 
Ijrinciple,  even  upon  savages,  had  been  in  opera- 
uon  in  this  country?  So  far  as  bis  memory 
served  bim,  tbe  Seminole  war  afiorded  tbe  Arst 
instance  ip  wbicb  it  had  been  exercised,  from  the 
time  of  the  establishmeiit  of  the  provincial  gov- 
enimeots,  up  to  this  day.  In  tbe  Indian  wars  in 
the  South,  and  in  tbe  Northwest,  in  tbe  years 
1793-4-6,  be  recollected  to  have  hea^d  of  no  in- 
sianee  of  it.  During  tbe  tate  war  with  England, 
while  men  were  captured  after  tbe  massacre  at 
the  river  Raisin,  while  fighting  b?  the  side  of  the 
savage,  and  were  not  put  to  death.  Nay,  Qene- 
ralJackson  himself  had  in  his  hands  tbe  very 
leaders  of  tbe  merfiiless  band,  who  butchered  tbe 
hundreds  of  his  countrymen,  whose  bones  are 
now  mouldering  under  the  ruins  of  Fort  Mims, 
and  did  not  put  them  to  death?  Where  then 
was  bis  avenging  aim?  Why  did  be  not  then 
hrandisb  tbe  aword  of  retaliating  justice  ?    No  I 


He  had  not  then  clothed  himself  with  snob 
mighty  powaEs.  But  now,  when  tbe  United 
States  have  no  other  enemies  to  contend  with 
than  the  small  tribes  of  tbe  Seminole  todians, 
aided  by  a  few  negroes  and  Upper  Creelu,  it  has 
become,  all  at  oncCj  necessary,  after  they  have 
been  defeated  and  dispersed,  and  their  towns  de- 
stroyed, to  exercise  retaliation  !  Id  one  day  baa 
the  fair  character  of  ibis  nation  been  blasiedl 
Thai  character  for  justice  and  meiey  ia  wbJcb 
we  thought  ourselves  pre-eminent,  and  of  wbicb 
we  bad  so  proudly  boasled  to  the  other  nations 
of  the  earth,  is  now  prostrated  as  low  as  ibeira. 
They  can  now  say  to  us,  boast  no  more — yon  are 
not  less  cruel  than  other  nations.  But,  sir,  said 
Mr.  C I  have  done  with  this  disagreeable  sub- 
ject—I  turn  with  dit^ust  from  Ibis  nauseoo* 
scene. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  submitted  tbe  resolutions  be 
had  before  read  iu  bis  place,  relative  to  the  cap- 
ture of  Ibe  Spanish  posts  in  Bast  Florida,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  report  of  tbe  Military  Com- 
miitee,  in  the  followtog  words: 

Sfol*cd,  That  the  CuasmittM  oh  MUhair  AAiaa 
b«  indractad  to  pnpara  and  npoit  ■  hiUta  this  B^am, 
j^hibiting,  ia  time  of  peace,  dr  in  tine  ol  wae  wl* 
anj  Indian  tribe  or  liibw  onlj,  the  eacentioa  of  anf 
active,  taken  by  the  Amy  of  Ibe  United  BMak 
withoot  ths  ^tpegbatku  of  snob  exeeatiiia  bj  Mm 


Ruohed,  That  thjs  House  dinvprovM  of  the  aei^ 
DIB  of  the  poste  of  BiL  Maiks  and  Fenaacola,  and  Iba 
fbttiMB  ef  Barancas,  contra^  to  orden,  and  in  violar 
tion  0f  the  ConstitDtton. 

Reiohtd,  That  tbe  same  coBunittee  be  alio  iaatraet- 
ed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill,  prohibithiB  the  march 
of  the  Anny  of  the  United  States,  or  any  oorpe  thereof, 
into  any  foreign  tanitoryiW^hont  the  previous  salbis- 
iaation  of  Conpeaa,  except  it  be  in  Ihe  caae  of  fre^ 
pQTcnit  of  a  dcAated  eaemjr  of  the  United  States,  tak> 
lag  raftafe  within  snch  jbnign  tenkoiy. 

Upon  theee  resolutions  be  presumed  the  door 
for  a  discussion,  as  wide  as  could  he,  was  opened. 
The  first  resoluiioo  pointed  to  an  act  of  legiala- 
tion,  growing  out  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  the  Military  Committee.  The 
■ecoad  disapproved  the  capture  of  tbe  Spanish 
posts,  asuncoastiiuiional,  and  contrary  to  orders; 
and  the  third  pointed  to  a  legislative  act  arising 
out  of  s«cb  disapproval. 

A  subject  involving  a  breaeb  of  tbe  Cooaiila- 
tion,  said  Mr.  C,  must  at  all  times  b«  an  inter- 
esting one  to  Ibe  nation  and  (o  Congress.  Such 
he  considered  Ibe  one  now  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole.  It  ought  to  be  discussed 
wiib  calm  deliberation,  but  with  firmness.  He 
hoped  he  had  not  yet  travelled  oot  of  this  rule. 
If,  contrary  to  bis  intention,  he  bad  done  so,  and 
iherebr  done  injury  to  the  feelings  of  any,  he  re- 
gretted it,  and  would  repair  the  injury  by  any 
means  in  his  power.  Towards  Qeasral  Jackson, 
Mr.  C.  said,  I  hope  I  have  not  used  language  un- 
necessarily severe,  or  unsuited  to  tbe  dignity  of 
this  Hojise.  Such  was  not  my  intention.  If  I 
bave  betrayed  a  want  of  caution  or  calmness,  I 
hope  the  Commiitee  wiU  believe  it  proceeded 
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iwtre  Ciota  tbe  nateieclii(  warBth  of  hnrriftd 
4ebaU^  iIub  from  a  wsMon  deme  sniecMuriljr 
lo.UMJl  fMliDgt,  To  ma  Ocnanl  Jaeksoa  i* 
penonally  ■  ilran^r.  Il  in  impoMiUe,  therefor*, 
ih>(  I OD  eDterum  for  bin  knj  parwaal  rami- 
tj.  I  koow  him  adI^  a*  a  pnblic  B)a»— «D(1  it  u 
obIjp  in  btt  pubUe  eliwaom  iluR  I  bavo  Momrod 
hi*  ooa4H<t.  la  defar  so  I  bar**  aa  perMaal 
Wiabas  to  gratify,  qo  aiiappointad  hopat  lo  re- 
v«Dg«,  and  no  intereaia  to  proaaote,  bat  Uune  «( 
the  pmplt.  Sir,  I  love  my  aoaotiy— I  Iot«  bar 
oharacter— I  lore  ber  CoiMiimiaa.  A*  the  Rep- 
w*eiiiati*«  of  Ike  peo^e  of  Oaoigia  apan  Ibis 
Aoor,  I  tkettld  fe«l  mftit  erimiaal  were  1  to  per- 
mit uDutiead  the  exereiae  of  a  power,  whieb,  ia 
its  openUioB,  baa  a  taodaMr  U  tap  the  fair  fiibria 
of  ibia  NOfed  iaatrBBeni,  ettaUiabed  at  the  ex- 
ptua  of  to  mucb  blood  and  ireaavre.  Antnat 
Uw  UMirpatioa  of  sueh  a  power,  br  aa;  InAi'id' 
uaJ,  I  r«al  it  my  d«iy  to  raite  both  mf  baad  and 
mjr  voice.  No  man  can  mare  bigfalf  appreoiate 
the  diitinguished  urrieea  of  Qeiwral  JaeboD 
tban  [  do.  So  far  aa  ihoae  MrTieaa  bare  bean 
viriuou*  and  legal,  I  bare  jeiiMd  Diy  coDatrymni 
iaaryiog  "well  done, goMandiailUVil  nmHit;" 
and  ia  Malowiaf  npon  bin  my  ptaudita  aed 
warmcM  Ibanka.  For  aaah  aerricca  I  am  still 
wJtliD^  to  join  in  erowding  lauteb  apoo  bia  head, 
OBiil  it  bendt  nader  tbe  weight  of  tfaeia.    But,  if 


Uri  thea  abali  I  wiah  to  see  each  leaf  of  thaae 
UureU  fade,  and  iall  ia  lain  to  tbognaad.  Nay, 
tbe  very  brow  wbiob  ihey  eaeirale  twk 


Sir}  apoD  the  preservation  of  this  inttrnment  in 
i(a  purity,  depend*  the  fieedom  and  tb«  bappi- 
OCM  of  not  only  the  preaeat  geoerattoe,  but,  ae  I 
would  fondly  beliere,  of  myriads  of  our  posterity 
yet  unboro  I 

Bat  lo  the  rioiDl.  That  part  of  the  Caoatiift- 
lion  which  1  oalieve  lo  hare  bean  viohUMl  by  tbe 
aaptnte  of  the  Bpaaiah  poaM,  ia  the  oae  vealiog 
ID  CoBcrasa  aotely  the  power  of  dcckviDg  war. 
b  it  Mceaaary  to  eater  umo  a  wnm  of  reaaoa- 
i>g  to  prove  tiM  pnUey  el  vaaiiog  this  power  in 
CoDgnia,  or,  in  other  worda,  in  the  paoplel  I 
wohU  fondly  hop*  that  there  Is  no  man  apon  this 
floor  who  wiabea  M  aee  it  ebanged )  aad  I  abonld 
fed  tbat  1  wasdaiagiheaaBioJBslieedidleTea 
•Mpaci  then  of  sMh  a  wiah.  bo  clear,  so  seif- 
arident  i*  tbe  policy  of  plaeing  it  where  the  Con- 
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weald  not  condasoend  to  eoaenme  on*  taumeat 
of  time.  Of  waeie  one  solitary  argnment  in  the 

Coof  of  it.  Bat  snob  a  discassioa  ia  now  too 
be.  It  i«  veated  in  CoagrcB — in  tbe  people ; 
and  tbe  true  qaeeiion  is,  will  you  preserve  it  to 
them  invioiatel  Sir,  so  long  m  it  is  preserved 
to  tbe  people,  wa  have  the  best  seaurity  againat 
tbe  ambition  of  iodividuala— we  need  fear  no  ty- 
laata.  If  it  is  onee  lost,  ruin  ii  the  eonseqnenee. 
Aai  permit  m*  bere  toobacrre,  that  from  no 


parlion  of  tbe  people  have  we  so  mtich  catue  to 
fear  tbe  loss  of  this  great  prerojEative  of  peace  and 
war,  as  from  the  military.  If  it  should  ever  be 
nsnrped,  depend  apon  It,  it  will  be  by  a  military 
man.  It  is  Datura!  to  the  public  mind  to  admire 
warlike  deeds.  In  the  splendor  of  military 
aebienments  our  eyes  are  blinded,  and  our  retsoi 
b  obscured.  We  become  so  infatuated  with  Iha 
man  thai  we  loee  sight  of  principle,  and  we  ere 
offering  bim  our  worship,  Defore  we  are  aware 
that  we  have  made  bim  a  god.  Sir,  I  mocbfeai 
thai  ibis  spirit  of  adnlation  has  already  pervaded 
tbe  rainfc  of  tbe  people  of  ihiseoaniry  to  a  most 
iDJnrfana  eiieM. 

Bot  lo  ibeproof  of  a  violalioa  of  theConstitn- 
lioB.  This  question  might  at  once  be  pni  lo  reit. 
by  abowing  that  a  war  has  been  commenced  and 
proseeated  to  a  conelosion,  and  calling  upon  thoae 
wfao  eeadacled  it  for  (heir  auiboriiy  in  doing  so. 
Sir,  no  sncb  ambority  can  be  found  in  yonr  ttat- 
Dlebook.  Will  it  be  denied  that  war  has  beeh 
prosecuted  against  tbe  Spanish  anihorities  in 
Florida^  What  ii  war  but  the  Mcreise  "of 
force,  of  violeace  between  nations,  in  the  prose- 
cation  of  their  rights,"  wbetber  real  or  tmagiini' 
tjl  Such  genllemen  will  find  to  be  its  defini- 
tion, whether  their  owa  reasoo  or  tbe  best  writers 
itpoD  this  subject  be  coDanlted.  Such  k  is  defined 
to  be  in  ihe  work  wbiob  I  bold  in  my  band,  (Vil- 
lel.)  That  tbe  Spanish  posts  were  captured  by 
tbe  vxweiae  of  this  foree  by  tbe  Army  of  the 
United  Biatet,  is  nwat  evident,  from  ibe  comma* 
nications  of  Oeoeral  Jaokson  with  the  War  Oe- 
pattmeot.  Iti  hie  letter  of  5th  May  1S18,  apeak- 
ing  of  the  capture  of  St.  Marks,  he  says  he  entere4 
it  by  "  vielenoe."  In  his  letter  of  3d  June  fol- 
lowlog,  detailing  bieoperations  against  Penaaeo- 
ta,  he  stays,  "  he  demanded  the  surrender  of  that 
place,  and  entered  it  only  with  a  show  of  resist- 
anee/'  Baraneas  ho resnlarlyiti vested;  "monni- 
<d  battel  tea  azaiosi  it;"  "eommcDced  ofieotfra 
opcratioBs  f  forced  the  Spanish  garrison  to  "ea- 
punlatfc"  aad  granted  them  "  more  favorable 
terms  than  a  conquered  enenty  would  hare  mer- 
ited." HcN,  then,  ia  ramisbcd  most  abundant 
•ndaoee  of  that  very  eircomnance,  of  force,  ne- 
oessary  to  eooslitute  vrar.  Of  the  capture  of  the 
Spaaisb  potts  by  war,  then,  there  b  no  doubt. 
BtK  Ibis  is  not  all— It  was  an  oBimsiTe  war.  To 
gin  it  tbe  ebaraeier  of  a  defensive  wtr,  it  must 


appear  that  oar  oonntry  had  been  iovided,  or  waa 
in  inuBiaeDt  daoger  of  invasion  by  the  Spanish 
foreea  in  Eail  Florida,  or  dsewbere.    Or,  tf  thb 


was  not  the  oaae,  H  ought,  at  least,  to  be  made  to 
appear  that  our  army,  whicfi  bad  been  marched 
into  Baat  Florida,  io  pursuit  of  an  Indian  ene- 
my, had  been  attacked  by  the  Spaniards ;  or  that 
they  had  arrayed  themselves  against  us,  for  the 

Kdrpoae  of  preventing  ihalpnrsuii  of  our  enemy. 
lone  of  these  aasee  appear  to  have  happened. 
The  Spaoieb  aatboriiies  spoke  the  langasge  rf 
pence.  Tbe  Minister  of  Spain  was  bere.  We 
bad  a  Minister  at  Madrid;  peace  prevailed  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  end  negotiations  of  a 
frieodly  kind  were  going  on.  Not  a  Spanish  sol- 
dier bad  raised  h»  band,  or  pointed  bis  rouAet 
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sgaiDs't  u«,  uDtil  tb*  Ameriean  ridt  wt  down 
■before  St.  Marks  aad  PeosacoU,  for  1D«  parpoM 
of  captiuiDg  them.  To  eall  it  a  defeDsive  war, 
therefore^  is  idle.  It  i«  an  outrage  upon  eommoo 
as Die. 

It  was  ao  offeotire  war,  to  all  inieDti  and  pur- 
poses. We  bad  no  territory  in  East  Florida  to 
claim  from  Spain.  It  must,  therefore,  have  been 
prosecuted  to  punish  some  wione  or  prerent  some 
threatened  danger.  These  are  tlie  legiiiniate  ob- 
jects of  oSeoiiTe  wars.  They  are  bo  declared  to 
be  by  the  writers  on  ibe  subjeci  of  war.  Thai 
such  preciself  were  our  objects  in  the  attack  upon 
the  Spanish  postB,  is  erident  from  the  docanienii> 
on  our  table.  Not  that  we  bad  mvcb  thieateoed 
danger  to  fear  from  ibem,  for  they  ihieatened 
none — what  could  we  fear  from  sucb  a  handful 
of  soldiers  is  Spain  there  had — bot  because  thej 
bad  done  us  great  wiontra,  which  it  was  our  in- 
tention to  pQDisb.  The  PrcsideDl's  Message,  and 
General  Jackson's  letters,  are  filled  with  the  de- 
tails of  these  wrongs.  Such  of  ibem  as  are  urged 
as  affording  reasons  for  the  attack  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pensacola,  are  as  follows:  "That  Spain  had 
broken  her  treaty,  by  which  she  was  bonad  tore- 
strain  (he  Indians  within  her  territory  from  at- 
tackiag  us,"  that,  so  far  from  doiog  this,  she  de- 
parted from  a  "neutral  conduct,"  and  supplied 
the  savages  with  arms,  ammuntlion,  &c.,  "en- 
couraged them  to  itiake  war  on  us,"  "gare  them 
tefuge  and  pro  lection,"  "protested  against  the 
invasion  of  East  Florida,  and  threatened  to  resist 
force  by  force,"  sent  "menaciDg  letters  to  Qene- 
lal  Jfckson,"  and  finally,  because  it  was  feared 
"the  Spanish  posts  migbl  fall  into  the  handd  of 
Indians."  These  reasons  are  some  of  them  ridic- 
tUous  iQ  thetaselves,  and  such  as,  to  say  the  most 
of  (hem,  but  causes  of  war.  They  contain  wrongs 
which  demand  punishment. 

But  who,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  authorized  or  diieeted 
this  war?     That  Congress,  the  Cotuiiiutiooal 

Ewer,  declared  it,  will  not  be  pretended.  The 
tecDtire  hadno  power  had  be  been  disposed. 
The  President  in  his  Message  disclaims  any  such 
power — "it  belongs  to  Congrtws  alone,"  says  he, 
to  change  the  relations  eiiating  belwe«n  Spain 
and  (be  United  Stales.  But  (hia  is  not  all.  If  all 
the  orders  issued  (o  the  geneiat  comraandi^  are 
laid  before  us,  it  is  evident  to  mc  that  the  Exec- 
ulire  did  not  authorize  this  war  upon  the  Span- 
ish BUlhoritiea  expressly,  or  by  implication.  Far 
be  i(  from  me  to  eD(er(aiD  the  slightest  wish  '" 
charge  the  Executive  with  duplicity.  I  will  i 
say  tuat  all  (he  orders  and  correspond eiMe  be- 
tween the  Eiecutire  and  Oeneral  Jackson  have 
not  been  laid  before  tis.  Bat  candor  compels  me 
to  say,  (bat  (here  is  someibing  a  little  mysterious 
.10  me  upon  the  face  of  the  ducuroenis  Mfore  us. 
I  will  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  of  this  mya- 
Icry.  In  the  first  place  I  cannot  account  for  the 
perfect  confideace  which  GeneralJaJikaon  shows, 
throughout  hii  correspondence,  in  the  correetnesi 
of  his  proceedings,  in  which  he  had  clearly  vio- 
lated his  orders,  as  I  will  hereafter  show.  He 
never  eipresses  a  doubt  that  his  conduct  will  be 
approved.    Acting  as  be  did,  manifestly  contrary 


to  orders,  be  naver  even  attempts  to  exeine  bto- 
self.  He  doei  not  seem  to  think  ha  has  overleaped 
his  orders.  He  has  no  apprehensions,  no  fear^ 
as  to  the  opinion  the  Eiecnttve  might  form  of 
*  nd  yet,  if  (be  orders  on  otit 
received,  itappean  to  me  he 
must  have  known  (hat  he  had  violated  them. 
Bu(  I  am  somewhat  staggered  at  another  fact,  if 
I  have  made  no  mistake.  In  his  letter  of  the  Stti 
of  May,  1818,  which  is  the  only  one  in  whicb  he 
condescends  to  notice  his  instructions,  he  says, 
that  bis  measures  have  been  adopted  in  puran- 
ance  of  instructiotis  from  (he  War  Department, 
and  under  a  firm  conviction  thai  they  alone  were 
calculated  to  insure  "  peace  and  security  to  the 
southern  frontier  of  Oeor gia."  These  Uuii  word* 
are  given  to  us  aa  a  quotation,  and,  one  would  be- 
lieve, from  the  Qeneral's  orders.  I  have  notseen 
any  order,  either  to  General  Qaines  or  denera) 
JackaoD,  containing  (bese  ezpresoioDs;  hot  yell 
mav  be  mistaken. 

Again,  taken  in  connexion  with  these,  may  be 
the  letter  from  the  Sccreury  of  War  to  Gov 
einoT  Bibb.  In  that  die  Secretary  says,  Ibat 
"General  Jackson  is  rcaled  with  fnll  powera  to 
conduct  the  war  in  the  manner  be  may  judge 
best."  This  letter  is  dated  mote  than  a  naontli 
after  the  capture  of  St.  Marks.  Certainly  no 
"  full  powers"  as  against  the  Spanish  antboritiet 
are  laid  before  ni ;  and  yet  no  intimaiion  is  given 
that  General  Jackson  bad  exceeded  his  authority 
until  orders  were  given  to  General  Gaines  to  re* 
store  Pensacola  and  Barancas  In  the  Augtm 
following^nd  then  it  is  not  noticed,  otherwiae 
ihan  by  directing  restoration. 

The  last  circumstance  which  I  shall  notice  as 
inexplicable  to  me,  is  the  fact  that  General  Jack- 
son has  never  been  called  lo  account  for  his 
transcending  his  orden.  All  those  circumstances 
do  stagger  me.  But  I  shail  be  glad  if  they  can 
be  explained  by  genllemen  differing  from  me  In 
opinion,  and  who  have  taken  a  better  view  of  the 
documents.  1  have  no  wish  to  believe  that  there 
is  any  mystery  in  these  proceediiigs. 

Reasoning;  upon  tile  preiumptiMt  that  all  ibe 
orders  ever  lasued  in  relation  to  tbia  war  hnre 
been  commnnicaled  lo  as,  there  is  abundant  cauw 
to  say  not  only  that  Qenerml  Jackson  was  not 
ordered  to  attack  the  Spanish  posts,  but  waa  «x- 

Siresaly  forbidden  to  do  so.  It  is  fairiy  to  be  im- 
erred  from  the  Message  that  iie  acted  withtrat 
orders.  And,  if  we  can  be  permitted  to  refer  M 
the  unofficial  expote  issued  last  Summer,  wfctch 
everybody  knows  contained  the  views  of  thi  Ad- 
ministration on  this  subject,  and  therefore  oafbt 
to  be  viewed  almost  as  an  official  papcr^  he  is 
there  expressly  said  to  have  acted  "on  hu  own 
responsibility."  The  orders  themselves  afford 
ample  proof  that  he  did.  I  preaume  no  one  will 
attempt  to  argue  that  the  ordere  laid  before  Con- 
gress were  not  obligatory  upon  Genenl  Jacksoa, 
because  ibey  were  directed  to  General  Gainenl 
Tbe  President,  in  his  Messages  of  the  85ib  March 
and  at  tbe  opening  of  this  session,  has  settled 
that  question,  and  [  see  from  the  intimations 
given  me  by  some  gentlemen,  who  I  know  differ 
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in  opiDJoa  with  me  Dpon  ibia  iDlerMtinr  Bnbjeei, 
that  they  will  not  deny  it.  It  woald  be  uieless 
to  do  ao.  Let  DB  aea  what  those  orders  were. 
There  were  ureral  of  ibem.  But  the  mo»t  effi- 
eim  one  was  that  of  16ih  December,  1817.  Id 
this,  he  is  anlhorized  to  "crou  the  Florida  line 
and  attack  the  Indians  within  its  limits,  unleu 
iher  should  shelter  therotelTee  under  a  Spanish 
fort.  In  the  last  eTent,  joa  will  immediately 
notify  this  department."  Now,  so  far  from  this 
order's  girinc  authority  to  attack  the  Bpaoith 
forts,  it  matt  be  considered  at  containing  an  ex- 
pires! prohibition.  And  why  was  this  jprobibi- 
lion  laid  upon  him'?  For  the  best  possible  rea- 
sons— lat.  Because  the  President  knew  he  could 
not  gire  sneh  an  order,  leading  directly  to  war, 
wiihomibe  authority  of  Congress — and, secondly, 
to  put  Spain  in  the  wrong.  Had  the  Indians 
been  protected  by  a  Spanish  fort,  tbere  wonld 
have  been  immediate  cause  afforded  ;  and  apon 
wblch,  wben  added  to  the  long  list  of  other 
wrongs,  Congress  might,  if  tbey  chose,  declare 
war. 

Sir,  let  us  next  examine  the  grounds  on  which 
Oeoeral  Jaekson  excuses  or  justifiea  himself,  and 
on  which  the  Executire  bare  refused  "  to  censure 
him,"  inid  m«f  therefore  be  said  to  justify  him. 
They  have  be«i  already  enumerated.  Ther  are. 
that  Spain  did  ool  obserre  her  treaty,  aided  aod 
abettad  the  Indians  in  war,  excited  ihem  to  war, 
famished  them  with  the  means  of  war.  gave 
•ome  of  them  proleeiion  in  their  forts,  ooaght 
the  fraits  of  their  depredations,  and  a  general 
departure  from  a  strict  "neutral  coarse  of  their 
conduct ;"  or,  in  the  words  of  the  paper  of  the 
minority  of  the  Miliury  Committee,  1st.  That 
Spain  neglected  to  keep  her  treaty,  and  thereby 
became  ■  party  in  the  war ;  or,  secondly,  was  too 
weak  to  do  so,  and,  therefore^  forfeited  her  right 
tk  sorerelgniy."  How  this  forfeiiare  should  ac- 
eroe  to  the  United  States,  in  preference  to  any 
other  nation,  remains  yet  to  be  explained. 

I  examine  first  ibe  breach  of  treaty  by  Spaii 
I  beg  leare  first  to  premise,  that  we  are  not  noi 
flonuderins  what  is  nause  of  war  with  Spaii 
ThoquoatTon  is  not  between  the  United  Stales 
and  Spain.  Whenerer  that  qaestion  is  presented, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  deliver  my  sentiments.  Were 
it  Decenary  to  decide  upon  that  question,  I  shoald 
aay  thai  there  was  ample  cause  of  war.  I  hope, 
therefore,  no  gentleman  will  suppose  me  to  be 
the  apolc^ist  of  Spanish  wton^.  Spain  has 
done  us  many  and  griernns  wrongs.  Btcd  when 
I  have  satisfied  myself  upon  this  point,  it  is  still, 
howerer,  a  qnestion  of  sreat  moment  to  deiei- 
mine  whether  the  United  Stales  shall  make  war 
for  those  wrongs.  Upon  that  point  also  1  shall 
be  ready  to  deliver  my  opioioo.  Bat  ibe  trae 
question  before  us  is  between  the  United  Stales 
and  its  own  officer.  Has  he  exceeded  bis  aathot- 
ily  7  Has  he,  by  an  exercise  of  Osarped  powers, 
Urolred,  or  attempted  to  inrolie  the  people  of 
this  nation  in  a  war  without  their  consent,  de- 
elaired  through  their  Repreaeotatitesi  Sir,  it  is 
my  painful  duly  to  say  tDat  Qeneral  Jackson  has, 
in  the  case*  nadei  coasideralioD,  snatehed  from 


the  people  this  most  important  rirbt  of  making 

only  b^  their  own  coosent,  and  that  f  cannot 

, .  OTc  of  the  conduct  of  the  Execniire,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  bave  called  him  to  a  serere  ac- 
count, in  tolerating  this  highhanded  act. 

I  bare  yet  to  learn  that  the  breach  of  treaty 
.-mply,  and  not  followed  by  the  immediate  com- 
mencement of  open  hostilities,  is  itself  war.  It 
'    only  cause  of  war  7    Suppose  Spain  to  ban 

ilfally  broken  her  treaty,  can  the  Geoetat  of 
the  United  Stales  Army  proceed  to  commence 
hostilities?  Can  the  President  himself  do  it  1 
No,  sir,  it  is  only  canse  of  war,  upon  which  the 
war-declaring  tMwer,  which  is  Congress,  may 
proceed  to  deliberate,  and  then  declare  war,  as 
*'"  interests  of  ibe  nation  may  dictate.  A  na- 
I  may  excuse  a  breach  of  treaty,  especiallr 
when  it  proceeds  from  weakness — (Faciei,  230, 
336.)  This  exercise  of  judgment,  and  discretion 
in  exercising  it,  belongs  of  course  to  the  war- 
making  power  in  each  QoTernmeni.  Unless, 
therefore,  General  Jackson  possesses  this  power, 
be  cannot  be  justified  ot  excused. 

Of  the  same  character  are  "almost  all  the 
other  grounds  upon  which  the  capture  of  the 
Spanish  posts  is  excused,  such  as  exciting  the 
Indians  to  war,  supplying  them  with  arms,  giring 
information  aod  adrice,  and,  io  general,  a  depar- 
tnre  from  nentral  conduct,  by  which,  as  is  con- 
tended, Spain  became  a  party  in  the  war  with 
tbe  Indians.  Sir,  they  were  none  of  them  direct 
and  open  acts  of  war.  They  were  only  causes 
of  war.  I  will  not  deny  that  if  there  had  been 
what  tbe  writers  oa  national  law  call  t  warlike 
associatioD—C  Vaitei,  324,  3SS,)  aod  resnlting  in 
tbe  formation  of  common  cause;  for  insiaoce,  if 
the  Spanish  eathoriiies  in  East  Florida  had,  by 
agreement,  united  their  interests  aod  'forces  to- 
gether, and  either  attacked  as,  or,  tbns  uoited, 
repelled  our  attack  upon  the  Indians;  in  that 
event,  we  should  be  compelled  to  make  war  up- 
on them  by  a  regard  to  our  own  safety.  No  dec- 
laration of  war  wonld  be  necessary.  But,  will  it 
be  coatended  that  any  such  association  was 
formed  7  Where  is  the  eridCnae  of  the  alliance 
or  association  7  Where  did  the  Spanish  troops 
attack  or  array  themselves  against  ns.  until  we 
attacked  tbemi  And  eren  then,  did  tney  act  in 
conjunction  wilfi  the  lodisns?  1  appeal  to  the 
candor  of  those  who  defend  General  Jackson^ 
conduct  upon  this  snbjecti  I  ask  them  to  lay 
their  finger  upon  the  document  which  is  to  estab- 
lish the  existence  of  such  a  warlike  association 
between  the  Spaniards  and  lodiaas  as  will  iden- 
tify them  as  equally  onr  enemies,  according  to 
the  definition  giTeo  of  this  compact  by  the  law 
of  nations.  If,  then,  no  such  association  is 
prored,  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  aathoritiea  in 
Bast  FInida  furnished  no  more  tbao  ground  of 
complaint,  or,  in  other  words,  cause  of  war,  upon 
which  this  nation  might  have  proceeded  to  delib- 
erate. Bvery  cause  of  war  is  not  war,  otherwise 
nations  could  use  no  discretion.  Yet,  erery  per- 
son knows  that  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  to  detib- 
ate  when  a  wrong  is  done  them.  It  is  their  duty 
to  complain  of  the  injury,  and,  if  redress  is  re- 
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fUMti,  llwn  to  emkcnlwe  tb«  ebuMM  of  a  iru  {  lo 
uamiiM  bcr  own  meaaa,  Uie  •trenfth  uid  le- 
•Mirce*  of  bet  eaemp,  ihe  probabililf  of  ineceM 
ia  tbt  coiueat,  and  finillp  to  deterBune  upon 
dccUriDg  war  or  not,as  theit  baaor  and  their  ia- 
torail  KUf  dicuiLe.  In  tbe  case  uodar  eoniidtra- 
(ion,  w«  rntghi  hm*e  choiaa  to  erarlook  the 
my  dona  us.  I  do  not  Mjr  thai  we  would  have 
ao«e  it,  althoogh  I  hare  tone  doubt  wbether 
thb  Home,  or  tbe  BxecnliTe,  eDtenaia  aay  Kri- 
otia  ideas  of  goioff  lo  war  with  Bpaiu.  fiat  ibe 
citcumttaneci  oi  tlie  mtioo,  in  a  similar  liiaa- 
lioD  wilb  another  eoemr,  might  hare  rendered 
it  aecewary  to  count  the  cost.  Suppose  it  bad 
been  Qreat  Britain  instead  of  Spain.  Think  ycHi 
tliat  we  ahonld  hare  proceeded  in  tbeiame  head' 
loogmanaerl  I  venture  lo  tay  aoL  What  op - 
ponnniif  has  tbe  nation  bad  to  exu«M  iit  wilt- 
Ufnetf  lo  encounter  a  war  witb  Spain  1  Are 
tbe  wrong*  wbicb  were  done  ni  aueh  a*  that  we 
ntntl  ight  1  Are  the;  such  at  that  they  cannot 
be  overlooked  1  I  contend  that  tbey  are  itich  at 
a  pradeol  nation  may  oreilook  if  the  ehooect.  It 
cannot  be  contended  that  they  nestroagergroaads 
of  cemplaiot  than  "famiabing  a  delermioed  tac- 
cor,  allowing  troops  to  be  taiaed,  or  adrancing 
money."  Altbougb  net*  ptecitelv  tbe  tame,  yet 
they  are  of  aimilar  cbaiacter.  Tney  are  tbe  evi- 
dences of  a  hostile  dispodtion ;  ibqr  are  evi- 
dence* of  a  greater  regard  for  our  enemy  than 
ourtelvei.  Now,  ibe  caeet  I  haveqaoted,  Valttl 
ezpteaily  declares  to  be  Euch  "at  may  be  over- 
looked, if  in  other  retpectt  the  aeootiomed  rela* 
tiona  of^  peace  are  pieterved — (  VaOtl,  p.  338.) 
Ttu^  we  may  call  tbem  to  aoeonat  for  it.  We 
nay  demand  ledrees.  It  wae  "new  ground  of 
anarrel,"  of  whieb  we  bad  a  ligbl  to  complain. 
"We  loigbt  expostulate  witb  tttam,  and,  not  re- 
eeiring  latitfaeiioD.  we  might  protecnieour  right 
and  make  war  an  incm.  But,  in  tbii  case,  there 
mutt  be  a  declaration"— (  FoMel,  331.)  Bat,  sir, 
tbii  nation  have  bad  no  opportunity  to  complain 
of  Spain,  and  in  caae  redteea  were  tefatetli  lo 
contult  iLeir  interest  in  declaring  war  or  not. 
Whether  willing  or  not,  it  has  been  declared  ts 
tbeii  band,  and  tbote  who  bnre  dnne  it  are  not 
even  to  he  censored.    That  we  are  not  now  at 


witb  me  in  opinion  upon  this  mbjeet,  will  admit 
that  bad  it  been  England,  and  not  Spain,  whoee 
foil*  were  oaptuied,  we  bad  now  been  at  blows 
in  a  war  commenced  without  consulting  tbe 
people.  I  go  Airtbier.  I  venture  to  ask  tbem. 
bad  it  been  England  from  wbon  we  bad  teised 
these  pest^  and  Qeneral  Macomb  (I  menlies  bis 
name  only  becaose  I  know  he  commanda  en  the 
Noilbern  frontier,)  the  officer  who  bad  made  Uie 
war,  would  be  not  have  been  cnlled  to  a  severe 
Hsouat? 

Bni,  sir,  tbe  policy  of  the  DWion  is  changed; 
the  law  is  changed ;  the  Constiiniion  is  changed  j 
the  right  of  deliberation  npon  this  ^eai  exeioiee 
of  power,  in  declaring  war,  and  with  whieb  the 
interest,  honor,  and  prosperity  of  tbe  people  are 
oon  iniimalcly  conneeCetl  than  witb  any  other 
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act  of  Bovereifntr,  it  taken  from  themj  it  W 
long*  to  Oeaeial  Jacktoo ;  he  has  involved  « 
in  war,  a*  far  as  his  act  conid  do  it,nnd  we  moM 
aapport  him  in  it. 

Sodke  other  reaaoot  for  the  teiiare  of  these 
posts  deserve  to  be  noticed.  One  Is,  becaote 
"  Sl  Marks  wBs  neeesaary  as  a  depot  for  Uiesno- 
cess  of  bia  future  operalioas."  And  will  it  be 
said  that  this  affords  a  justiSoation  of  hit  eon 
ducti  So  Gibraltar  may  be  necetsaiy  in  o« 
future  operations  against  tbe  Barbery  Powen, 
aod  why  not  take  that,  or  tome  otlier  place  in 
tbe  Mediterranean  ?  But.  again  :  it  eeemt  lliai 
the  Oorernor  of  Peniaoola  sent  a  very  intab- 
ing  letter  to  the  Gleoernl,  thicateniog  to  repel 
force  by  force.  It  was  this  letter,  he  dedarei, 
that  finally  dettrmined  his  mind  to  capture  the 
place.  From  his  letter,  it  weuld  seem  that  all 
the  other  reasoiu  would  not  have  been  taffieieot 
Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  "  he  hesitated  no 
loager."  And  so,  sir,  because  his  feelinge  and 
his  d«Dity  were  intuited,  this  nation  must  run 
the  risk  of  war  to  revenge  it.  Sir,  in  my  opinion, 
it  wu  the  duty  of  the  Spanish  officer  to  protest 
when  he  discovered  that  General  Jacksoa  wa* 
on  bis  msrch  for  Penaocola  ;  be  ma  near  lo  ii— 
for  be  received  tbe  protest  oa  the  23d  of  May, 
and  on  the  next  day  entered  tbe  town.  The  do^ 
of  the  Spanish  officer  to  his  own  QovernmaBt 
required  that  he  should  pfoteti.  In  saying  iliii^ 
I  again  repeat,  that  I  do  not  inteod  to  pallima 
Spanish  wroi)ga;  tbey  are  sofficieBtly  groK 
But  it  belongs  to  the  people,  and  not  tbe  officers 
of  tbe  Army,  to  delermioe  on  panithing  them. 

There  it  one  other  eiicnrnttance  wbieb  the 
General  gives  as  a  canae  for  bis  moTemeats,  U 
whiob  I  beg  leave  to  advert  It  it  this— thu  h* 
"  bad  underalood  the  Indiaaa  were  ooUeeling; 
to  tbe  amount  of  four  or  five  thontand,*- ia  tte 
neighborhood  of  Pensaeola."  This  ia  really  t«« 
lao^hable  to  be  eerionsly  noticed.  At  no  tione 
during  this  war,  was  there  ever  a«  many  as  o&e 
thousand  seen  together.  The  Indians  had  been 
beaten  and  dispersed,  and  driven  ta  tbe  «m|, 
into  the  peninsula  of  Florida.  From  ■irfariiir 
then,  were  these  four  oi  fire  thousand  to  coamT 
Sir,  all  the  Seninolns,  Red  StJeb^  and  Negrow 
Icyether,  did  not  amouat  |o  that  niualwr ;  and  I 
haveloogoodanopinionof  his  judgment  to  think 
be  believed  the  information,  though  I  have  no 
doubt  be  received  u. 

1  bad,  sir,  varioos  other  oireumstanoee  to  wbieb 
I  wished  to  call  the  atuntion  of  tbe  Committenk 


tbe  dehverj  ef  hi*  ttgnineiit,  be  has  been  infiirmed  bj 
a  gentleman  thst  thU  is  s  tgpographixai  nm,  and 
that  it  sboold  be  four  or  jfne  hun£-td.  Mr.  C.  bat 
not  examined  the  document  bam  which  the  letter  Itid 
on  his  table  was  printed.  H*^  bowever,  takes  it  for 
granted,  dure  wi*  s  mi«t»t«,  uid,  had  be  known  It 
betbre  he  rose  to  speak,  be  diiinld  not  have  sdverted 
leiheeinniuetancaintbetermebedid.  Theeirenat- 
■tauee  lo  whioh  he  ellnded  may  be  fennd  in  the  letter 
of  Geaerel  Jaokten  to  Oa  War  Depaetment,  of  tbe 
dale  of  6*  May,  1S18,  at  page  W  of  A*  piaaied 
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Bat  I  frel  nrielf  nearly  exhanied,  ajtd  I  im 
Muible  I  have  already  lakea  up  too  much  of 
(Iwii  time.  For  the  paiieoee  iiul  atlenlioD  with 
(riiieb  they  hare  listened  to  me,  I  retuin  them 
py  thaaki;  they  have  been  Kieaier,  perhaps, 
thao  I  deterred.  Bat  I  caDoot  take  my  seat 
without  calliaf  their  at  tent  iao  to  the  pre  cede  Dt 
which  will  be  made  ia  this  case.  This  body  is 
tha  child  almost  of  precedeata.  Not  a  case  pre- 
MDli  itself  bat  what  precedenu  are  sought — even 
every  little  claim  is  gorerned  by  precedent.  I 
hope  ihey  wilt  be  aware  of  the  in^otlaDl  one  to 
he  afibrded  by  the  decision  of  this  qoeMion,  and 
that  it  shall  oat  be  each  as  that,  at  some  future 
period,  if  .some  ambilioos  Qeneril  should  sptiog 
apt  and,  panting  to  acqiUK  the  same  giaijr,  with- 
out poaseising  the  ulents  of  Qeoeral  Jacksoo, 
sboDid,  by  some  med  act,  hurr^  this  oalioD  into 
war,  he  shall  not  bare  it  in  his  power  to  ^oint 
to  ihiscase,Bod  shield  himself  from  respoDiibility. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  followed,  od  the  oppoaile  side, 
bgr  Mr.  UotJiu  of  Massachuaetis,  who  had  oaly 
eoncluded  one  branch  of  this  subject ;  wheo,  har- 
insgirea  wsy  ai  the  request  of  a  member — 

The  Commiliee  agreed  to  lisej  aod  leare  be- 
ing given  to  ait  agaio,  the  amendmiot  moved  in 
Committee  was  ordered  lo  be  piinted. 


TwiuT,  Jaanary  ISi 

Mr.  BLOOHTtKLD,  from  the  Committee  od  Rer- 
olniionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Bennett ;  which  was  read,  when 
Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  directing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  place  Bamaei  BenoMt,  a  private  m 
the  Revolutionsry  army,  on  the  pension  list; 
which  w>8  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TavLOR,  from  the  Committee  of  Rerlsal 
and  CnBoisbed  Basioess,  reported  a  bill  allowing 
further  time  to  complete  the  issuing  aod  locating 
of  military  land  wananls  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and  read   a  third 


Mr.  HiDDLiTOV  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
docoments  iransmitted  to  him  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  that  pan  of  (he  President's 
Message  which  relates  to  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  into  [he  United  States ;  which  were 
referred  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
la  committed  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into  '''~ 
United  States. 

Mr.  H.  Nelbor  snbmltted  the  followiag  reso* 
hition,  viz: 

Bttohti,  Tfaat  the  Speaker  be  anthMiMd  to  admit 
to  aeals  within  the  Boase  of  Rspreeenlstivea  rach 
palSMU  as  he  may  think  pn^ec,  having  regtid  to  the 
•ODvenienoe  of  the  memben  la  traMactioB  the  pnblii 

The  question  was  taken,  wiU  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resoloiion  1  aad  de- 
termined  to  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbeHoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Au 
act  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient  organiza- 


tion of  the  Ceuits  of  the  Urtiled  Slates,  and  tike 
appointment  of  circuit  judces,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  conouttence  of  this  House.  The  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

BANK  OP  TBB  CinTBD  VTATES. 

Mr.  TaiMBta  offered  for  consideration  the 
following  fesoluiion: 

JUtahtd,  bg  fke  Seiute  and  Omu  of  Sartttn- 
iothutf  the  tMUd  Staltt  of  AmerUatn  Cangrtm 
Mtumkltd,  That  the  AUonu^  General  of  Ae  ifmiwd 
"'  '  ■,  in  gaDJanotioii  vriih  die  distiiet  attoramr  of 
nJiBoia,  akaU  imme^atdy  caose  ^tart  fatSm 
to  be  uaoed,  accordiiig  to  tba  9Sd  saetiM  of  the  act 
incnyanU  the  sobaariben  la  ibe  Bank  af  tks 
United  Slates,"  callinf  on  the  eeipnalian  crealed  by 
the  said  act  to  show  caoas  wherefere  the  ehartd  thaia- 
hj  Erantod  shall  not  be  declared  fbdattad ;  aod  that  it 
mimI  be  the  duty  of  the  said  oScan  to  caou  m«li  pni- 
caedings  to  be  had  in  the  premises  ■■  shall  be  nacaa- 
sarj  to  obtain  a  final  judgment  Iheieon ;  foi  the  ex- 
peQM*  of  whicb  CoDgTua  will  hereafler  provide. 

Mr.  T.  then  said  that  he  would  briefly  sute 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer  the  rcao- 
Inlion  whieh  he  had  submitted.  He  ought  firtl, 
however,  to  make  an  apology  to  the  commiliee 
who  bad  made  the  able,  and,  he  hoped,  nsrinl 
leport  upon  this  subjecL  From  that  refwtt,  he 
had  inferred  that  the  committee  did  not  iol^ 
to  offer  any  piopoiiiion  leading  to  an  inquiry 
into  the  question  of  forfeiture.  It  waa  poeaibte 
that  the  committee  mi^ht,  from  motives  of  deli- 
cacy^ decline  the  submission  of  any  Deasvie  in- 
volving  the  inquiry.  That  he  mighl  edrnmit  m 
mistake  in  that  respect,  ha  aaid  he  had  ibovglit 
it  his  duty  to  wail  on  the  honenble  cbairmMof 
that  committee,  by  whom  ha  was  anthoriaed  lo 
EUle  that  the  committee  did  not  intend  to  report 
a  proposition  to  that  effect,  and  that  any  propo- 
sition of  that  tendency  would  eooM  with  eqaal 
propriety  from  any  other  member  of  the  Hoaae. 

It  is  manifest,  said  be,  that  public  eottfid^Me 
in  the  bank  is  shaken  to  its  foundatioii,  and  that 
it  has  become  the  imperiesa  doty  of  this  Hotiao 
to  act  carefully  and  proBj  ' 
that,  when  the  bank  vasei 

pected  it  would  ooeroe  the  i , ^_._, 

paymenU;  ibat  it  would  cturtail  the  eaanatioB 
of  paper  issaing  from  fugitive  oouairy  basks, 
and,  by  every  means  in  its  power,  assist  la  re- 
storing the  par  of  exchanga  between  the  Slates; 
that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutee  wne  lo 
hare  had  all  the  aid  which  the  bank  could  len- 
der, by  affording  facilities  ia  the  traiumisaioo  of 
the  public  funds.  How  £u  the  expeclaXioaa  of 
the  public  oj  of  the  Treasury  had  been  realised, 
he  would  not  stop  to  inquire.  It  wae  not  hie  in- 
tentioo  to  sum  up  the  advantages  which  had 
grown  out  of  the  eslahlisbment,  hot  to  avoid  the 
mischief  which  might  follow  the  discloaates  maAe 
in  the  report. 

He  had  no  fcais,  be  said,  that  the  operations 
of  the  Treasury  Would  be'  greatly  embarramed, 
and  he  was  sure  that  a  depreciation  of  the  bank 
notea  would  produce  much  confusion  and  dis- 
tress, and  perhaps  terminate  in  a  serious  loss  lo 
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tb«  iloekholdera.  That  the  bank  did  not  pouess 
the  power  or  the  meaDS  of  refitoring  the  codG 
dence  of  ibe  natioD  •,  and  that,  without  a  restO' 
TBtioD  of  coDfideDce,  its  operations  would  be  fee- 
ble and  laogaid  for  years  to  come ;  tb&i  erer; 
Tiev  of  ibe  Bubjeet  is  fraught  with  unpleasant 
cOQMde rations  and  evil  forebodings,  and  that,  in 
fact,  nothing  is  left  us  but  a  choice  of  erUi. 

He  had  been  (aoght  by  experience,  he  nid, 
that  a  bad  renaedjr,  promptly  applied,  was  hett« 
than  a  good  one  delayed  (oo  long.  We  see,  at  ■ 
■ingU  glance,  that  pubLc  opinion  applies  iuelf 
to  two  objects— the  obanei  of  the  bank  lad  the 
eondact  of  the  directors.  The  first  qoestioQ 
which  a  plain  man  wonid  ask  himself  is  this — 
Has  the  charter  of  the  bank  a  legal  existence  1 
Thu  question  ought  to  be  answered  by  a  legisla- 
tire  opinion  or  a  solemn  legal  adjudication ;  and, 
in  hii  opinion,  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  immedi- 
steljr  instituted,  so  ibai  puolie  opinion  might  not 
be  suspeoded,  and  its  conSdence  left  in  abeyance, 
upon  a  subject  involving  so  many  and  such  im- 
portant considerations.  Wisdom  and  prudence 
would  both  advise  vs  to  remove,  as  speedily  as 
poaiible,  all  uncertainty  and  doubt  upon  the 
question  of  forfeiture.  And  he  was  confident 
that  the  interest  of  the  stockholders,  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  the  nation,  would  be  equally  promoted 
Vf  a  speedy  investigation.  Suppose  a  judicial 
decree  should  be  rendered,  announcing  that  the 
charter  is  not  forfeited,  that,  of  itself,  would  re- 
move all  doubts  as  to  the  legtl  ezislence  of  the 
corporation.  Or,  sopposa  that  this  House  shall 
ultimately  be  of  opinion  that  the  reported  viola- 
tions of  the  charter  are  not  such  as  should  re- 
quire the  bank  to  be  put  upon  its  trial,  would  not 
a  ¥Ote  to  that  effect  restore  confidence  in  the 
charterT  The  antument  would  be  ihia:  The 
Cen^reaa  of  the  Cniied  States  have  maturely 
eonaidered  (his  subject,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
the  reported  violations  of  the  charter  are  so  far 
from  working  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter,  that 
ifaey  are  not  sofficienl  to  authorize  ttcire/adat, 
or  call  the  bank  before  a  judicial  tribunal.  Mr. 
T.  said,  that  if  a  proposition  should  be  made  in 
the  House  to  revoke  ilie  charter,  he  was  ready  to 
give  his  opiaion  ;  but  that,  if  the  qaestion  shall 
be  referred  to  the  judicial  trlbonals,  be  would  not 
fotestal  [he  decision  by  a  premature  declaration 
of  his  impresaion  on  ibe  subject.  His  primHry 
ohjMt  at  present,  he  said,  was  to  give  a  clear  in- 
timation that  the  question  of  forfeiture  would  be 
tilled  when  the  report  is  called  np ;  so  that  gen- 
tlemeo  may  have  time  for  lefleclion,  and  ao  op- 
portunity of  foreseeing  and  avoiding  the  conse- 
qneoces  that  may  follow. 

If,  upon  inquiry,  said  Hr.  T.,  it  shall  be  found 
that  the  charter  is  not  forfeited,  it  will  be  the 
doty  of  Congress  to  adopt  some  measure  which 
will  restore  confidence  in  the  directors,  and  by 
some  timely  and  welt  digested  regulations,  to 
interdict  malpractices  for  the  future.  He  would 
conclude  by  Baying  that  it  was  the  imperious 
duty  of  Congress  to  revoke  and  suppress  the 
charter,  or  snstajn  its  reputation  by  giving  it 
erary  assistance  which  legislation  can  afford. 


Mr.  Taylor  thought  that  any  distinct  propo- 
sitions, as  to  tbe  course  most  proper  to  be  adopted 
toward  the  hank,  bad  better  be  deferred  until  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  that  subject  should 
be  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  then 
the  subject  would  be  fully  under  conslderstioD, 
and  could  be  acted  on  to  more  advantage. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  will  the  House 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolntios? 
And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  71  to  53. 

THE  SEMINOLE  WAB. 


Chair,  on  this  snbjeet. 

M[.  Holmes  resumed  the  thread  of  ttie  speech 
which  he  yesterday  commenced,  in  support  of 
tbe  proceedings  of  Oeoeral  Jackson,  which  is 
given  entire  as  follows  : 

Mr.  HoiMZa,  of  Massachusetts,  said  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Qeorgia  (Mr.  Cobb)  having  appealed 
to  the  common  sense  of  the  Committee,  he  felt 
himself  obliged,  having  some  claim  to  that  rerf 
common  and  vulgar  commodity,  to  attempt  to 
answer  the  gentleman's  call. 

This  is  not,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  only  ioducemeot. 
The  very  handsome,  able,  and  gentlemanly  man- 
ner in  which  that  gentleman  has  supported  bis 
resolutions  entitles  liim  lo  the  particular  coustd* 
eraliou  of  every  member  who  differs  from  him, 
and  demands  our  utmost  efforts  to  combat  bis  ar- 
guments  aod  resist  the  force  of  bis  eloquence. 

I(  is  not,  sir,  because  General  Jackson  has  ac- 
quired so  much  glory  in  defence  of  his  country's 
rights  that  I  defend  nim — it  is  not  for  the  splen- 
dor of  his  achiermenls  or  the  brilliancy  of  his 
cbaracler.  I  would  not  compromit  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  my  qountiy  to  screen  any  man, 
however  respectable.  If  General  Jackson  has 
been  ambitiou^  I  would  restrain  him  ;  if  cruel,  I 
would  correct  him;  if  he  is  proud,  I  would  bum- 
ble him;  if  be  is  tyranoical.Z  would  disarm  him. 
And  ye^I  confess,  it  would,  reqnire  pretty  strong 
proof  to  produce  couviclion  tnat  be  has  inten- 
tionally done  wrong.  At  his  age  of  life,  crowned 
with  the  honors,  aod  loaded  with  the  gratitude  of 
his  country,  what  adequate  motive  could  induce 
him  to  tarnish  his  glory  by  acts  of  cruelty  and 
revenge? 

Kor  am  I  disposed  to  become  the  advocate  of 
Elzeculive  usurpation.  If  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  has  encroached  upon  the  rishls  of 
the  people,  or  usurped  a  power  not  granted  by  the 
Constitution,  It  is  our  duty,  as  tbe  guardians  of 
those  rightSj  to  correct  the  mischief  and  presetre 
the  Republic.  And  yet,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
imagine  an  adequate  motive  to  induce  the  Presi- 
dent lo  trample  upon  the  Constitutional  liberties 
of  the  people.  His  life  hiu  been  constantly  de- 
voted to  the  libeiiies,  prosperity,  and  honor  of 
his  country.  He  receives  his  reward  in  tbe  grat- 
itude and  confidence  of  tbe  people.  Tbe  chief 
of  the  only  free  people  on  earib,  i  could  scarcely 
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I  MMin  tliB  genilMBU  frooi  Gcorgnt  (bat,  ia 
CDdeBTiiriiiff  lo  antidpiU  iba  HnmeDls  af  th« 
friendi  of  Q«ncral  Jiduon  and  (Ee  PrctideDt,  he 
hu  not  aDlieipBted  ne.  ladoaii,  in  iba  ooImI, 
that  the  Preaidcal  has  ao  right  to  eammeDee  a 
war,  even  againti  lodiaai.  And  I  further  admit, 
thai^  if  ■  irealr  bettreeo  this  and  another  Daiion 
be  Tiolated  by  the  other  parijr,  and  the  riolatioD 
isnot  itaelf  anaeiof  war,  bntntoh  as  would  jiift- 
tifv  hoattlitiea  on  our  pari,  the  Pmident  haa  do 
rigDt  to  eommeDce  theie  faoititiiiei  vithont  the 
BonMDt  of  CoDgrew.  If,  with  thcte  admiMioni, 
th«  PreaidaDl  aod  Qeneral  Jaekuin  cannot  be  de- 
fended, they  camtftl,  ia  my  ODinioD,  be  dafeaded 
wall. 

It  ia,  thea,  iocumbeDt  on  me  to  ihow  that  the 
Indians  comraeDced  ike  war.  I  ibidl  aot  detain 
the  Committee  ling  on  thia  ^oint  at  preeent,  a«  1 
aball  be  obliged  to  eumiae  it  more  particularly 
IB  diacnaaiag  aaoiber  part  of  the  eDbjeet.  It  can- 
sol,  howerer,  tir,  hare  eecaped  the  recoJleeiion  of 
the  member*  of  thit  Hodm  that  the  aggnwioas 
of  thoac  Semiaolei  were  londly  combined  of 


coanta  of  Indian  maameR*;  Mareely  a  breeze 
bat  wafted  to  onr  ean  the  daagera,  dietreatee,  and 
murder*  of  the  people  on  the  froniien  of  Ocor- 
f  ia.  Were  ibeae  all  gronndlet*  rumora  and  falie 
alarms  1  Were  the  Oeorgiani,  in  fact,  the  ag- 
gressor*? The  gentleman  from  Qeotgia  can 
anawer  the  qaeslion. 

On  the  9(h  of  Augnat,  1S14,  a  treaty  was  signed 
at  Port  Jackion  between  the  United  State*  and 
most  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Creek 
Nation.  By  this  treaty  eeruin  lands  were  eeded 
to  the  United  Suiea,  aad  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontiers  uoderslood  that  the  war  was  ended. 
But  it  was  soon  found  that  several  of  the  hostile 
Creeks,  and  the  Seminolet,  had,  within  the  lim- 
its of  Florid^  associated  for  ibe  purpose  of  com- 
mencing boelUiticsa^inst  the  Uniiea  States.  By 
the  instigaiton  and  aid  of  a  certain  Colonel  Nich- 
oUs,  a  foit  was  erected  on  the  Appslacbioola,  and 
within  the  provinqe  ef  Eut  Florida,  to  facilitate 
their  hostile  designs.  At  this  place  were  aisem- 
bled  a  motley  banditti  of  negroes,  Indians,  and 
fugiiire*  from  all  nations,  and  trained  and  in- 
sirncied  in  the  arts  of  robbery  and  murder.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  soon  felt  the  eSects 
of  their  veogennee.  Sereral  iamiltes,  ineladlng 
women  and  diitdren,  were  barbarously  murdered. 
In  1816  a  boat'*  ciew  were  cruelly  butchered, 
one  of  whom  was  urred,  set  on  fire,  and  barat  to 
death.  On  the  30th  of  NoTembci  last,  Lientan- 
ant  Scott  and  his  partr,  consisting  o(  about  fifty 
men,  women,  and  children,  were  murdered  in  a 
manner  too  shocking  to  detotjbe.  In  this  exi- 
gency what  was  to  tw  done? 

The  CooHiiintira  of  the  United  States  make* 
the  Presideoi  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
Army  and  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Stales.  It  vests  in  Con- 
gress  the  power  to  provide  for  calling  out  the 
militia  to  suppress  insurreeitons  and  repel  inva- 
■ions.    The  act  of  Congress  of  the  28ih  of  Feb- 


ruary, 1706,  provides  that,  whenever  the  United 
Slates  sh^l  be  invaded,  or  in  imminent  danger  of 
invasion,  the  President  may  call  oni  any  portion 
of  tbe  militia  to  repel  the  mcdiuted  attack,  and, 
to  this  end,  may  direct  bia  orders  to  any  officer  M 
the  militia,  without  a  requisition  upon  the  Qov- 
ernors  of  the  Slates.  The  framers  of  ibe  Con- 
stitution, by  aiHbotiziag  the  President  to  repel 
invasion,  did  not  intend  that  he  should  wait  until 
it  should  have  taken  place.    Should  invasion  im- 

Ead,  it  was  essential  that  the  President  should 
ve  the  power  to  prevHit  iL  The  preposterous 
doctrine  that  the  invasion  must  lake  place  before 
tbe  militia  can  be  oalled  for,  is,  I  trust,  long  since 
exploded.  This  act  is  an  exposition  of  this  elaosa 
in  the  Constitution,  ao^aiesced  in  ever  since  the 
year  1796.  The  President,  then,  may  employ 
tbe  militia  wiihont  a  special  anibority^om  Con- 
gress, when  there  is  invasion,  or  danger  of  it; 
and  he  ean  nee  the  army  as  well  as  the  miliiia. 
He  is  their  Commander-in-chief,  and  though  tiM 
act  to  wbioh  I  have  just  referred  doe*  not  special- 
ly anthoriae  him  to  *m[^oy  the  slandiiif  army 
for  these  pnrpoees,  yet  it  i*  manifest  that  onr  n^ 
alar  troojM  wonld  never  have  been  placed  on  our 
frontiers  in  time  of  peace,  if  they  could  not  be 
employed  by  the  President,  to  repel  invasion, 
without  an  act  of  Congress.  If  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  duimg  invasion,  were  to  remain 
inactive  until  Congress  could  be  convened  to  au- 
thorize them  lo  act,  they  wonld  be  worse  than 
oseless.  Though  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  pluing 
mnoh  rslianee  on  the  admissions  of  my  oppo- 
nents, I  trust  it  will  not  be  insisted  that  the  Presi* 
dent  has  not  the  power  to  employ  the  umy  for 
the  same  potposes  as  the  militia. 

The  war  having  been  eammcoced  by  the  Sem- 
inoleaand  their  associates, and  the  Preeideot  of  the 
United  Stste*  having  the  power,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  law*  of  the  United  States  to  meet  and 
repel  the  enemy,  Iheinquiry  isiB)poriaai,on  what 
ground  he  may  meet  them.    I  diJSer  from  many 

fanilemen  in  regard  lo  tbe  politioal  rigbta  of  the 
ndiaos.  Whatiosver  may  he  their  right*  in 
peace,  either  by  natural  or  canrentional  law,  ia 
war  1  deem  them  as  sovereign.  Their  residenee 
within  the  limits  of  ihe  United  Stales,  limits  to 
which  thejr  have  never  assented,  nelihar  bringe 
them  within  onr  protection  nor  entitles  «*  to  th& 
allegianee.  The  laws  of  the  United  Slates  have 
no  opaiation  upon  them,  and  if  they  levjr  war 
ihtj  U9  nM  punishabln  as  traitor*.  A  tiibe  of 
Indians,  whose  territory  la  exclusively  within  onr 
limits,  may  wage  war  and  make  peaee  with  naj 
pursue, capture,  and  destroy  us;  scad  and  receive 


na^;  grant  and  receive  eapitula lions,  and  nr« 
eniKled  to  a  reciprocation  of  every  aot  of  aivtl- 
ized  warfare,  and  subject  to  the  same  role*  of 


severity  and  retaliation  as  other  naiion*.  To  in- 
vade their  territory  and  erne*  their  line  is,  as  to 
tbem,  passing  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  And,  if  Qeneral  Jaekiuin  hsd  no  right, 
in  this  war,  to  cross  the  Florida  line,  neither  had 
DSB  ibe  Indian  line  withio  onr  lim- 
any  force  in  tbe  a^nmenl  so  of^ 
urged  on  other  occasioits,  that  every  war  of  inva- 
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aioft  Ufta  oBaaMTt  war,  >l>4  oic,  coawqnwwly, 


which  (ttc  PNKdeat  watd  aot  ynm 
mtfaDT^rof  CoDgMM;  theD,ilfolrew(,  thai 000- 
gMM  BBU  dtelire  wtt  bifoK  ih«  PrMi^M  can 
DHTBh  iha  m>lilia  aercm  ihe  ladian  Use,  avea 
witkf D  ttia  limit* of  th«  United  Sum.  But  (ueb 
a  eoastriMlioB  «f  iIm  Coiuliwilva  is  Mially  iMul- 
nriwibl*.  Wb«D  war  is  coMmaBcvd  by  aaTaga^ 
it  becORW*  Iba  daty  of  tbf  PtMidanl  lo  rcpal  and 
panith  Ihem.  Tofolloirtban)  la  thalinemfttcda 
M  DO  MMnllr-  Tba  iDntaioo  eaanoi  bv  (fiaclB- 
atl]rr«^H«d  botbf  fMiiMrfag  them  iatolbairoin 
lOTriiory,  aad  icialiMinig  oa  iheot  there.  Such 
bmt  bean  tbt  natform  eouiraotioii  of  ika  pMrar 
of  tb»  PtMidnii,  erar  ■iaca  tba  adopiion  of  tba 
CoaatinilioB.  la  B«  iMtuoe  that  I  recollect  baa 
OokpaM  daalared  war  againit  aa  Indian 
Tbtt  diAat  of  St.  CJair,  aad  avbacqaeat  viatorr 
of  Waru  wtn  on  Indian  Rrritocr.  Tbe  bat- 
tle at  TippaoaaOe  (faughl  by  my  friead  from 
OUo,  wlt^M  amab  lioaorto  bimMlf  aad  aatif 


Caigma. 

K  tkea^Jt  be  traa  that  this  war  wa«  can  ffleoead 
bf  ibaM  aanga*,  wa  bava  broogbt  Oeaeral  Jack^ 
MO  sad  bit  afiny  np  to  the  E4arida  line,  aad,  I 
mat,  willHMt  aay  mamial  viotoiioa  of  tbe  Cob- 
•liiaiion  or  lawi  t»f  lb*  Uoited  BtsMs.  Let  bi 
DMT  sMp  and  «xaDMiM  tb«  graaad  oa  tke  otlwr 
(id*  btfcn  we  adampt  to  paaa  it. 

The  teariiorf  of  Florida,  which  tba  Oeaera: 
aad  lii»  troop*  are  aboot-  to  eaMr,  ftoaa  St.  Marki 
to  Peuaeola  in  loiMih,  and  ftoin  the  United 
State*  to  the  Oalf  ia  breadth,  eomprcbeodi,  prob- 
abln  not  !«•»  tbaa  10,000  aqoare  nilah  Spain 
ela»M  a  MrwdkiioD  over  tbi«  tract,  at  conapre- 
hondad  mthin  the  two  proriDces;  and  it  inelndee, 
I  am  I9ld,  abotii  3/WO  StMaiarda  in  all— a,0OO  of 
wboaiare  in  and  aboat  PenMOoIa,  and  iba  reai- 
doe  aeatMred  oa  the  Choctaw  rirer,  and  a  few 
tradioK familieaon ike  Appalaebieola.  The nvni- 
ber  of  lodiaat  there  cannot  be  w«)l  aaceriaiDeil, 
btu  br  ezeeeda  ibe  white  popuUiioo.  The  poe- 
MMiODiof  tbe  SpaaiardB  an  eKeaedtoglr  linHte^, 
aad  thair  JBriadiclion  ii  merely  Dominat.  Tha 
ladiaai  have,  in  (hei,  the  posmtian  aad  ibe 
coatroL 

Bn  mppoeo  wa  adnit  thai  the  Spaniard!  aad 
ladiaiM  hare  a  coooorreat  juriidiotioii.  Thi«  i* 
tba  BOW  thai  eaa  be  pretended.  And  npon  thii 
hnMlhari*.  wiMt  ai«  tba  righu  of  ibo  Uaiiad 
Swtca  1  The  tereltorf  of  thaaa  ladiaas  ■•  an  bath 
tide*  tha  Florida  lioa.  Their  poaaeaiioDa  and 
raaMeM*  an  irantieat  and  anibalatorr,  wiifaont 
regwd  to  tbia  line,  Tha  nation,  if  mob  ihey  Mfl; 
b*  callad,  ia  at  war  with  tn,  aad  in  tbi*  war  tbef 
am  oocupjr  ibcir  terrilorr  in  Plorfda  in  spfta  of 
Spain.  Bingolar,  iadaed,  woald  it  bt,  if  wa 
■bwld  ha  engaged  io  war  wilb  an  ean&r  who 
had  a  perfetti  right  to  b«,  where  we  had  no  riEht 
tameelhita.  Spain  elaimi  a  jaritdiction  to  a 
iMiilorr  ooeupied  hj  eor  aoenin  abe  liai  no 
power  nor  inciiaatioa  to  azpel  hin>,  and  jet  ii  ii 
pmlf  aaid  ibii  ciMBjr  aaanot  bo  punwd  to 


tbis  totriiorf  vitboot  aa  aot  of  boatilitf  agaibit 
Spain.  UalbntMMite,  iadaed,  woutd  be  the  coa- 
iHiioB  of  (he  United  State*,  ifa  baide  of  UBpria* 
olpled  baitdiiii,  holdiog  a  nsldoMC  on  oar  bort- 
der*,  coald  praaeenia  a  ornd  aad  cxtermiaatiaf 
war  npon  oar  cliiaeiu.  and  then  takerefogeaoroM 
aa  ideal  liae,  where  the  law*  of  Datiooi  torbid  vt 
to  approach  then.  Sir,  letgeniJetMn  lell  neaf  ' 
another  iaaiatioe  wtwre  jour  eBUkr  baa  a  riftat 
lo  perfect  wearily  againil  yo«r  approash.  it 
would  be  a  war  of  a  peculiar  ch^aetor,  whera 
one  «tde  c»ly  give*  the  btow*. 

Why,  ihen,  ehotild  not  OtBetal  Jaekaoo  aad 
hi«  army  eroN?  Will  any  gantlemaa  poiet  l« 
me  the  clause  io  the  Coasiitutioa  or  law*  ot  ti» 
Uiiiied  Siatm  ihatforbidahimf  Nar,Won,oUi 
any  oae  ofltr  a  reatoa  why  be  rhaJd  not  MM 
ini*  Florida,  wbieh  woold  not  ednaHy  foiMd  bla 
oroMing  the  Indian  liaa  witfaia  tiie  limits  of  tkb- 
Uaued  3um1  It  wonU  ba  mpoataiaam  miA 
■bswd  t»  pretend  tbaf  yoo  co«U  not  paraae  Toat 
•mmj  leaay  reroM^io  wUeh  b«  iteatitlad. '  Tlw 
Saaiaolm.  then,  Ming  eBODrim,  aid  barlsg  a 
light  in  Flotida  bef  oad  the  e«att(d  of  Spain,  tba 
iaiereaee  i«  irrenMible  tliai  y«M  bare  a  right  to 
ptmua  and  Ight  them  tbara  in  yaw  own  defenat.- 
Qcneial  Jukaon  faaTiog  creawd  into  Florida, 
for  the  purpaa*  of  meciiaf  aad  fig hdag  the  Saiml- 
nolea,  what  a«e  his  duiiee  tvwarMthoM  who  pn>> 
fata  an  allegiaaae  to  Spain?  Tba  oasa  ia  peMH 
liar,  Bad,  perhaps,  ■landa  oa  ita  own  foandatioa. 
Ii  IB  difficult  to  illusiraie  ii  by  aaaiogy.  WMla 
we  are  oa  enemy'a,  we  are,  ia  aone  eeaee,  on 
neMral  giound.  The  oacan  baiD|  tbe  highway 
ofoations,  all  baring  coneurrent  juriadictioo,  il 
ia  powible  a  caae  mar  there  be  foaad  afEtrdin; 
an  ilhiBtratioB.  You  diaeorer  yaut  enemy's  leet 
ai  a  diataaee.  Od  approacbing  it  ron  perceive 
naatials  ipiarmiiad.  Soma  are  ot  ■  doubtflal 
character,  wearing  the  neutnil  flag,  bni  eihiMt- 
ing  oiber  symploma  of  a  betligereat  obaraoier. 
Some  Beam  engaged  io  BA>rding  fBoiliiic*  to  the 
enemy  to  dcfead  themaelfei  or  to  aaaapa.  in 
auch  a  eaae  you  are  bound  to  ezareite  your  dia- 
orelioa,  and  w  eapture  all  tboea  of  a  auspleioM 
characlef.  Shoold  you  misiaka,  it  ia  not  yanr 
fault,  but  (he  misfertua*  or  folly  of  the  oeotral 
befaf  foHBd  lo  eempaay  with  your  enemy,  i* 
sitiiation  lo  exeiie  •■^pieioa.'  A  diaorciloit, 
nafore,  mnit  rest  with  a  cooimander  to  dia- 
criminBia.  In  thaordiaarf  caia  of  iaradiog  the 
coBBiry  of  a  ciriliiBd  naiioo,  the  eOBHtandiog 
Oaseial  ia  oU^«d  to  distiagaith  faciweea  tbe 
— iblie  and  private  property,  aod  belweea  een- 
itanta  and  Bon-oomfaaaut.  There  an  alim- 
tions  in  which  it  is  eatremeir  difficult  to  datert 
miBa,  and  it  Dot  uouaoally  liappen*  that  ibia 
power  of  diactiminatioa  neceaaariiy  devolre*  on 
the  aubordionle  c^cer,  aad  eran  aoldiera,  wfterebf 
naay  of  ibe  inaoeanl  aad  aBaffra^Bg  are  made 
to  sufier. 

:  When  General  Jaelcaon  marched  bis  army  iaio 
k  conn  try  wherebe  mnsi  neoeaaarily  Ind  neuirals, 
Oa  well  as  eaemiea,  the  right  of  diseri  mi  naiioo  de- 
Valrad  oa  bim.  If  b  E^iard  was  feuod  la  tbe 
nnkaofthtMafliy,  aUtnga  ' 


006 


mSIBOKF  OF  OOlKIBBSflk 


60f 


Ikntkaty  iMfl; 


u.<wb:. 


tilltin,  ht  mt  boand  to  canildcr  him  sa  an 
emr-  If  Ibe  guns  of  a  fort  were  tDmed  against 
him,  or  ibe  fort  omd  by  ibe  lodiaiia  as  a  post  of 
anntiranee,  he  had  a  right  to  eoasider  the  loldien 
there  ai  associated  and  ideniiQcd  with  ibe  enemy, 
•Dd  to  wrest  from  Ibeir  bands  ihe  means  of  hos- 
tility. Even  shonld  be  mistake,  he  is  not  sabjecc 
to  censure,  but  it  is  the  misforiune  of  the  oeottal 
Id  being  associated  wiib  oar  enemy,  aod  placed 
in  a  ntuatioD  where  sospicion  miffht  attach.  Bot, 
dr,  I  by  DO  mens  admii  that  Oeneral  Jackson 
needs  such  an  apology  in  this  case.  I  will  prore 
that  the  Bpaniards  id  Florida  were  ideniifled 
wllb  the  Inotana,  and  (ha  posu  lakeo  by  Jackson 
were  under  Indian  control.  I  wilt  prove  that  the 
Spanish  officers  and  inhabitants  in  Florida  hare 
eondaeted  mott  treacherously,  pretending  to  a 
Denirallty  which  they  bare  eanstantly  Tiolated. 
r  will  show  to  the  Commiiiee,  by  proofs  ineoD- 
ttstable,  that  the  local  atithoritiei  wer«  the  ex- 
eiiers,  promoters,  and  prosecators  or  the  war,  and 
famished  the  means  of  carrying  it  on. 

I  lay  Spain  ont  of  the  question.    Poor,  miser- 
able, de^aded  Spain,  '        '         '   '  " 


jueaiioD.     rour,  uis 
,       .      0  wetUt  and  palsied 
act  or  think !    She  has  but  the  shadow  of  author- 


ity there,  and,  *o  far  from  being  able  to  control 
tire  Indians,  or  eren  b«r  own  subjects,  the  coon- 
try,  »  to  her,  is  a  perfect  derelict.  I  will  ask  this 
Committee  to  go  back  with  me  to  the  year  1813, 
and  from  that  period  to  the  capture  c^  Pensaeola, 
towiineat  the  Spanish  officers  eiciliog  the  fn- 
diaoB  10  vengeance,  fumisbiBg  them  with  (he 
arms  and  innnitioos  of  war,  tamely  acquiescing 
in  the  most  flagrant  violations  of  thtir  pretended 
Deairality,  and  sofiering  ibe  territory  to  be  pro»- 
titnifd  lo  every  haodiltl  who  might  be  disposed 
to  annoy  or  distress  the  people  of  the  united 
States. 

Sir,  before  I '  proceed  lo  an  account  of  thei 
trausactions,  allow  me  lo  subjoin  a  few  remarl 
ID  reply  to  what  has  been  said  relatire  lo  ib 
conduct  of  the  Executive  ia  engaging  in  tb 
war.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  apprehends 
that  the  President  has  violated  the  Coasti 
Dnrins  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  was  1 
that  this  war  could  not  be  lermlnated  without 
marching  Ihe  troops  into  Florida.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sis(es,in  his  Message  of  25th 
March,  and  four  weeks  before  the  session  closed, 
iafbrmed  this  Hoase  that  be  had  issued  orden 
to  Qeneral  Qaioes  to  cross  into  Florida,  to  pur- 
ane  and  ebastise  the  enemy,  but  lo  respect  the 
Spanish  authority  where  it  was  mainiained.  We 
■ci]nte«cedj  we  appropriated  the  money  to  pay 
ifae  milliia,  and  without  a  whisper  of  disappro- 
bation. 

Conneeted  with  tbU  pan  of  the  subject,  I  re- 
gret to  be  obliged  to  notice  an  inlimalion  from 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  General  Jack- 
lOB  might  possibly  bare  orders  from  the  Presi- 
dent diSerenl  fromt  those  commnnicated  to  this 
House.  Sir,  ihongh  the  gentleman  did  not  state 
that  he  believed  this,  yet,  when  a  member  of  this 
House  will  intimate  that  it  ia  even  poetible  that 
lh«  President  of  the  United  Stalea  has  practised 
aneh  dapliciiy,  and  will  eodcaror  to  snow  erl- 


deace  of  the  gronnds  of  such  iaiimglioa.  It  fee- 
comes  our  imperious  duly  lo  inquire.  If  tba 
President  has  given  to  General  Jackson  one  aet 
of  orders,  and  imposed  upon  us  a  diftreni  aet,  he 
has  practised  a  hypoerisy  tilterly  anpardoaablei 
and  he  ought  to  be  expoced  to  the  ini^gwuloa  of 
the  American  peotde.  What  th^,  1  repeal,  «aa 
be  the  ground  of  this  suggestion?  The  gentla- 
nnu  qaotes  the  letter  of  the  Seoreury  of  War  » 
Qavernor  Bthb,  of  the  13tb  May,  slating  that 
General  Jackson  had  fall  pawns  to  DniaeeVM  iba 
war  at  bis  diseretlofi,  and,  aaw«  haveaecnn* 
such  fall  power  to  Oeneral  Jaotoan,  ha  leavec  « 
to  infer  that  Ihe  docDmeat  it  whhbeldi  A  brief 
staieaieat  of  the  facta  will,  I  trust,  explain  thb 
mystery,  even  lo  the  saifafaeiioa  of  the  gMda- 
man  from  Georria.  Tbe  SeereUry's  lemr  of 
leth  Deeeiaher  Taal  authoriaea  Oainea  ig  noaa 
iato  Florida,  under  tha  rettrietiaa  ha  M  Spaaisk 
fortresaea.  His  leuer  to  Jackaoa,  of  tke  Sftlh  af 
tha  satne  moalfa,  direcia  hm,  le  whom  tiM  eo«> 
mand  waa  now  tranaArred,  w  cameMMia  fata 
forces  and  adopt  the  aeoasBRy  hmuim*  <•  bring 
the  war  to  a  spacdy  oonelnsion.  Govtroor  KW) 
not  knowing  of  tbe-orders  to  Oalaee.  on  Ifaa  IM 
April,  1818>  wrlMa  to  tb*  Swfetary',  tbfti  ha  baa 
ua  aatbority  lo  bub  tba  Florida  liae^  aod  wlafc* 
iog  for  orderik  The  8aeraUry><Mi  Iba  ISib  Hay, 
r^ied,  ibat  tbe  ordera  to  Cuiaes  to  anas  were 
■nffieicDi  for  him,  aad  tbcn  adds,  ibai  Oenenl 
Jackson  bad  hll  powera  to  aewluet  tha  war.' 
Taking  all  iheaa  letters  tosetber,  eMt  there  be  a 
do«bt  of  iheir  meaniagt  The  auiberiiy  to  oroas 
was  that  given  to  Oalnes  aod  iransfenvd  to  Jaefe- 
SOB  on  his  assuming  the  commaad ;  and  tb*  full 
'-    din  the  letter  10  Blhh,  waa  that 


vested  ia  Jaekson  by  the  letter  ot  the  a6lh  De- 
oember,  aad  meant  and  intended  noibing  more 
than  ibat  Jackson  waa  CommaBder-io-ehief  in 
that  quarter,  and  that  bit  powers  were  anffleienriy 


to  aocompHsb  the  object  of  hie  afr- 
poiBiment.  Can  gentlemea  find  in  all  ibis  anm- 
ciOTit  groaad  to  snapect  tha  Preaident  of  fraadn' 
lenily  suf^essing  a  document  1  Were  tbe  g*tt-> 
tleman  a  judge  or  juror,  conld  be  find  in  this 
sufficient  lo  cooviet,  or  even  to  caat  a  welt 
grounded  suepieioa  upon  the  meaneai  vteteb 
wbectawiaiathefilthofaoeiety?  And  yet  Ikia 
ia  offered  as  ground  of  inquiry  againat  yont  Prea^ 
dentl  Sir,  la  it  liberal,  is  it  candid,  is  it  cbarita- 
bi^ia  it  magnanimous? 

Sir,  who  are  weT  Ate  we  the  peo^e,  or,  like 
tbe  President,  tbe  terrants  of  ibe  people?  Aixl, 
sfaovld  we  saggest  sneb  anspieloos  oo  stich  evi- 
dence, may  not  these  same  people  call  us  lo  an 
aecoBMfora  malicioaa  proseention  wit  boat  prob- 
able cause  against  their  Presideul  andfriead?  I 
do  not  profess  to  predict  what  would  be  their  d»- 
cfsioD,  but  I  confess  I  should  be  anwilling  to 
lahnit  to  them  such  a  question  on  such  evidence. 

I  will  DOW  proceed  to  Ihe  detail  of  the  acts  of 
hostility  of  Ibe  Spanish  officers.  Lett  I  should 
be  tiresome  to  the  Committee,  1  shall  only  state 
[fae  facts,  aod,  if  gentlemen  wish,  will,  from  my 

iantet,  refer  them  to  tbe  book  and  page. 

It  ia  in  pro^  tbbt^  la  1813^  William  HamUf 
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■air  &  llttsi  from  tEw  QoTenior  of  PfDMcoIa  ad- 
THiDg  the  lodians  to  take  apkrms  aniost  ihe 
United  Siai«i.  Earlrio  the  Spriog  011824,  the 
Biilish  frigate  Orpheui  landed  arms,  ammuiiiiioo, 
aDdofficefa,oi]  (be  AppaJicbicoIa,  in  Ea*t  Florida, 
aadeagafeil  ihelndiaQaagaiattiheUoited  States. 
These  acta  were  public  aod  noloiioua,  and,  being 
in  tha  Tieioilr  of  Bl.  Marks,  must  have  been 
kaown  to  tbe  Spaniah  Oovetnor.  About  the 
Mine  lime,  the  fact  wia  nototioQs  at  Peosacola, 
that  about  two  hundred  lodiaoa  received  proTis- 
tms  and  ammnnitioa  out  of  the  public  aloiea. 
On  the  4th  of  Angoat,  of  the  aame  fear,  a  certain 
Colonel  Nicholls,  an  IrUh  adreutorer,  arrived 
the  HaTaua,  with  an  cxpediiiou,  for  the  avowed 


be  sure,  forbade  him,  and  warned  bim  not  to  vio- 
late the  nratralitv  of  Spain,  with  at  much  gravity 
aa  if  be  •zpecied  to  M  obeved.  Notwilhstand- 
iag  this,  however,  Nicholli  obtained  reGruh- 
menti,  and  proceeded  to  his  deatiaatian.  publjclr 
and  notorioiuif,  withont  being  in  the  least  hin- 
dered or  moteaied  hj  the  Oovernor  General.  He 
arrived  at  Peiuacola,  captnred  the  Batancaa  and 
iJu  ciir,  without  reaiaiance  or  complaint.  This 
acandalona  aurrender  i^  the  capital  of  West  Flor- 
ida to  the  British,  with  whom  we  were  at  war, 
f»f  (he  well  known  purpose  of  onanizin^  a  dei- 
ptmle,iiiiprineipIed,andferocioaBEenditliagainit 
Iba  people  of  these  States,  was  coacluaive  evi- 
denee  ot  the  treachery  and  hostilitv  of  the  Qov- 


eraor.    On  the  29th  of  Aui 
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his  proclamation,  at  his  beadqnartera,  Pensacola, 
sutins  that  he  ha^  Indiana  commanded  by  Brit- 
ish offieers;  that  he  ia  aided  by  a  unmeroos  Brit- 
ish and  Spanish  fleet,  and  calling  apon  all  fufi- 
tivaa  and  ragranta  to  join  his  atanderd  to  inflict 
vengeance  on  our  frontiers. 

He  seoda  a  minister  to  the  choice  spirits  of 
Barrataria,  invites  and  receivea  the  aid  of  the  In- 
dians, promises  to  lei  loose  the  slaves  for  the  hu- 
mane purpose  of  cutting  the  throats  of  iheir  mas- 
ter^and  comptiments  the  Loutsianiani  and  Ken- 
tnckianswilhaninvilalion  to  join  this  honorable 
coalition. 

It  begins  thus:  "  Natives  of  Lonisianal  on  jrou 
'  the  first  call  is  made  to  assist  in  liberating,  from 
'  a  failhlesa,  imbecile  Qovernment,  four  pniemal 
'  soil:  Spaniards,  Frenchmen,  Italians,  and  Brit- 
'  Isb,  whether  settled  or  residing  for  a  time  in 
'  Louisiana,  on  yon  also  I  call  to  aid  me  in  thia 
'  just  cause ;  the  American  uaurpaiion  ia  this 
'  country  must  be  abolished,  and  the  hwful  own- 
■  era  of  (be  soil  pnt  inposaeaaion !" 

Again;  "Men  of  Kentucky  1  let  me  oalL  to 
'  your  view,  (and,  I  traat,  to  your  abhorrenc^ 
'  the  coodnot  of  those  factions  which  harried  you 
'  iaio  this  civil,  nojust,  and  unnatural  war,  at  a 
'  time  when  Great  Britain  was  straining  every 
'  nerve  in  defence  of  her  own  and  the  libertiss  of 
'  the  world," 

Captain  Lockyer, of  tbeSophia,and  the hoooT- 
abte  Captain  Percy,  of  the  HermeL  used  all  their 
eieriiooa  to  induce  Lafitle,  the  caief  of  the  pi- 
rates «f  Batraiajia,  to  unite  with  thiese  British 


and  Spaniards,  and  Indians,  and  Jitgmu,  ia  thi* 
work  of  indiscriminate  imssaere. 

From  this  capital  of  His  Moat  Catholic  Hai- 
eaty's  province  of  West  Florida,  at  the  residence, 
under  the  eye  and  with  I  he  consent  and  aid  ^ 
this  Spanish  Qovcrnor,  boBstiog  of  his  impatti- 
aiily  and  jealous  of  his  neutral  rights,  an  expedi- 
tion was  filled  out  against  Fort  Botvyer,  an  Amcf  . 
can  post  al  Mobile  point.  On  the  memorable  15tlx 
of  September,  1814,  the  fort  was  attacked,  but  was 
so  well  defended,  by  the  brave  Lawrence  and  his 
companions,  that  the  assailants  were  defeated, 
and  returned  with  loss  and  disgrace.  All  this 
was  done  in  the  name  of 'neutrality ;  but  it  was 
a  aeuirality  not  to  be  endured.  General  Jackson, 
with  that  energy  and  promptitude  which  mark  his 
character,  marched  to  Pensacola,  and  captnred 
the  place.  Nicholls  and  his  banditti  ingloriatislr 
fled,  after  blowing  up  the  fort  of  Bare  ocas,  which. 
he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  his  friend,  the 
Spanish  Oovernor.  Nicholls's  confederacy  now 
began  to  decline.  The  Lonisiaoiaos  were  true  to 
the  core.  The  Kentuckians  could  not  be  se- 
duced from  iheir  allegiance.  Even  the  pirates  of 
Barrataria  hesitated,  anspectiog  ihat  their  repu- 
tation might  suffer,  and  at  last  decUned  the  honor 
of  Buch  a  confederacy,  and  united  in  defence  of 
the  United  States.  The  glorious  and  unparall- 
eled  victory  of  the  8th  of  January,  and  the  peace 
which  immediately  ensued,  broke  ap  this  confed- 
eration of  the  Mississippi.  Nicholla,  wilh  bis 
ruffians,  retired  to  the  Appalachicota.  There  let 
us  leave  him  a  while,  breathing  revenge  and  med- 
itating murder,  and  glance  at  the  conduct  of  the 
Spaoish  officers  in  the  east  of  the  peninaula. 
Here  we  find  the  same  style  of  afiected  Dcutrality 
connected  with  the  most  abject  and  scandalous 
Bubmisiion  to  the  mandates  of  the  British,  and 
the  most  wanton  and  unjustifiable  excitement  of 
the  Indians  against  tbe  people  of  these  States. 

In  December,  1814,  the  notorious  Woodbine 
was  rcMuitiog  negroes  and  others  at  St.  Angua- 
iiQE.  The  people  became  alarmed,  not  that  their 
neutrality  would  be  violated,  bnt  lest  iheir  slave* 
should  be  seduced  from  ibeir  masters.  Qoverntv 
Kinderlau  issued  hisorder  to  Woodbine  affectinff 
to  caution  him  aaainst  violating  ihe  neutrality  of 
Spam,  but  intending,  m  reality,  to  prevent  ttis 
seducing  the  negroes  from  their  masters.  Wood- 
bine underatooj  bim,  promiaed  to  relieve  the 
alarm  of  ihe  inhabitants,  and  to  remove  his  negro 
and  Indian  escort  so  far  oflT  as  the  inhabitaau 
should  be  in  no  danger.  The  Governor  was  ps< 
cified,and  nothing  I urther  was  heard  of  neutnil 
rights,  and  tbe  recruiting,  probably,  proceeded  aa 
before. 

In  tbe  same  Winter,  several  Amerieaa  vessels 
were  taken  by  the  British  in  the  St.  Marys,  and 
within  the  territories  of  Spain.  Complaint  was 
made  in  behalf  of  the  owners,  and  Admiral  Cock- 
burn,  with  characteristic  impudence,  told  the 
Spanish  Governor  that  these  vesaeb  were  takes, 
for  breach  of  blockade,  in  a  small  river  far  in  the 
interior,  and  that  they  were  only  transferred  to 
the  British  admiralty  courU  in  the  West  Indies, 
where  the  most  speedy  and  impartial  justice 
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mlglil  ■twiri  be  expectfld.  Bat,nrathuDiodt» 
■ad  coiwictmt  Admnt,  why  do  yon  inuit  upoo 
aNtnlftrin  ftuotttt  people  who  do  not  respect 
it  towarn  you?  Oeneral  Jaekioii  has,  id  a  no*- 
tUB  maimer,  entered  Pestaeola,  and  eaplored  and 
Uvwn  sp  the  Bartocai.  When,  in  fact,  this  Pea- 
nc<da  had  beeo  a  Briti»b  rendezroas,  was  taken 
'  ftom  the  Spaniarda  by  a  British  force,  and  Ni- 
ehoUs  himaclf  Mew  op  ihe  fort.  All  tbia  lania- 
Usiog,  all  tbia  debasemeot,  waa  eodured  by  this 
hrroeriie  with  great  philosopby. 

The  docuainila  from  whence  tbew  facts  arc 
iterired,  were  prcieDltd  by  the  Spaniih  Ministei 
•■  evidence  of  iha  fairness  and  correctnesa  of  His 
Maieatf 'a  officers  in  Florida— evidence  furaishol 
and  prepared  for  the  oocasion,  by  the  parii 
enacd.  When  ll  was  asentaiaed  that  lheP__.. 
d«t  of  the  United  States  well  ondeiBtood  the 
oooraa  the  Spaniards  in  Florida  had  pursued,  the 
Spanish  Minister  bere  aet  aboat  procoriDg  from 
them  the  evidence  of  their  own  innocence;  and 
ha  iTimnphantly  coiamnnieated  to  the  Secrtiary 
of  State  the  papers  to  which  I  have  alluded,  aod 
•Umts  of  a  similar  charactar,  scleeied  or  created, 
for  the  speeial  purpose,  by  the  culprits  tbemaelvea. 
Ib  one  of  these,  however,  the  Spanish  Minister 
sMma  to  have  defeated  himself.  In  answer  to  a 
Ulier  from  an  Indian  chief,  1  think  by  the  name 
of  Bowlegs,  inqniring  wbat  he  shontd  do  to  the 
Aneriaans,  vbo  he  pretends  ar«  stealiog  his  cat- 
ll«,  the  Oorernor  advises  the  Indian  to  "reso- 
lutely drive  thea  off."  Bowlegs  well  knew  that 
this  advica  meani  catting  throats  and  scalping, 
and  with  mneb  nradence  replied,  "  my  people  did 
drire  off  some  Americans  settled  at  Lachna,  and  I 
fear  the  United  Statea  will  eonsidet  this  an  act 
of  war."  These  casespriocipally  occurred  dating 
our  war  with  Qreat  Britain ;  and  I  ihoald  snp- 
poae  that  these,  of  themselves,  furnished  stiong, 
if  not  irresistible,  proof  of  the  fkct,  that  the  Span- 
iard* in  Florida  were  engaged  in  aeiive  warfare 
wptiast  the  United  Slates.  Bat  this  is  not  all; 
t£e  peace  with  Great  Britain  did  not  even  sus- 
pena  these  hostilities. 

NiehoUs,  after  this  peaee,  remained  at  and  for- 
tified his  pOTt  at  Prospect  Bluff;  within  the  limits 
of  Bast  Florida,  and  in  ilie  vicinity  of  Sl  Marks. 
It  was  nnde  an  asylnm  for  the  base  and  desper- 
ate of  every  people  and  nation ;  all  vamnt  In- 
dians, fngitive  negroes,  Spanish  renegadoes,  Bri- 
ttab  roaletaetors,  outlaws,  and  piratea,  were  asso- 
eiaied  bere,  to  ferment  and  breed  plota  of  blood, 
■■d  toriQK,  and  nrarder,  and  Ireasoit. 

Under  a  grand  bandit  like  Nlcholts,  what  might 
not  soch  an  assemblage  aahievel  This  blood- 
thiraty,  feroeions  miscTeant,  endeavored  to  tempt 
Ifae  cnpidity  as  well  as  the  ferocity  of  the  savages, 

S'  preieadiDg  that,  by  the  9th  article  of  the 
ritish  treaty,  they  were  to  be  restored  to  the 
ctmditioD  they  enjoyed  in  1811.  He  encouraged 
tbetn  to  disclaim  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  and 
to  drive  the  Aniericaos  from  the  lands  acquired 
by  that  treaty. 

Nichotia,  thus  coaatenanced  and  encootaged 
by  the  6paniards,becoines  more  daring  and  inso- 
lent.   In  his  letter  of  the  18lh  May,  1816,  to  Col* 
ISlh  Coir.  »i  Silt.— 80 


onel  Hawkins — a  letter  that  would  disgrace  a 
vandal — he  exults  in  ibe  security  of  bis  position, 
prescribes  limits  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  threatens  with  instant  death  every 
one  vho  shall  venture  to  transgress  them. 

I  will  read  to  you,  sir,  a  few  paragraphs  from 
this  letter:  "I  have  ordered  them,  (the  Indians,) 
'  however,  to  stand  on  the  defensive,  and  have 
'  sent  them  a  large  supply  of  arms  and  aminnni- 
'  tion,  and  told  them  to  put  to  death,  withoal 
'  mercy,  any  one  molesting  them.  They  have 
'  consented  to  wait  ynnr  answer  before  they  take 
'  revenge.  But,  sir,  thev  are  impatient  for  it,  and 
'  well  armed,  as  the  wnole  nation  now  is,  and 
'  stored  with  ammunition  and  provisioos,  having 
'  a  strong  bold  to  retire  to  in  case  of  a  superior 
'  force  appearing. 

"  I  am  also  desired  to  say  to  yon,  by  the  chiefs, 
'  that  they  do  not  find  that  yonr  citizens  ate 
'evacuating  ibeir  lands,  according  to  the  9(h  at- 
'  licle  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  but  that  they  were 
'  fresh  piDvisionittg  the  forts.  They  alio  requttt 
■  me  to  inform  you,  that  thef  have  signed  a 
'  treaty  of  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  with 
'  Qreat  Bdiain,  as  well  as  one  of  commerce  and 
'  navigation,  which,  as  soon  as  ratified  at  home, 
'  you  shall  be  made  more  fully  ac4^uain ted  with." 
Nicbolts,  bavins  established  his  government, 
begins  to  think  of  foreign  alliances.  He  assumes 
the  diplomatist ;  is  convened  into  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary;  makes-inbebalf  of  his  subjects, 
a  treaty  offensive  aod  defensiTe,  and  a  treaty  of 
navigation  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain, 
aod  proceeds  to  England  to  ohiain  their  ratifica- 
tion. His  "  bluff  people"  were  left  to  themselves ; 
who  commanded  or  governed  them  is  not  distinct- 
ly known,  until  the  unfortunate  Ambrisier  and 
Arbutbooi  succeeded  to  the  government. 

It  is,  however,  sir,  well  known  that  these  des- 
peradoes were  not  inactive;  that  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants  of  out  frontiers  felt  the  full  weight 
of  the  vengeance  threatened  by  Nicholls,  and 
thai  the  Spanish  officers  looked  with  perfect  com- 
ira  at  tnese  atrocities,  committed  within  their 
own  jarisdiction.  Nay,  more:  the  Governor  of 
Pensaeola  endeavors  to  preserve  the  establish- 
ment. In  a  letter  of  the  26ih  May,  1816^  in  an- 
swer to  one  from  GeneralJackson,  complaining  of 
this  nuisance,  the  Governor  pretends  to  deprecate 
the  existence  of  it,  and  to  regret  bis  want  of  an- 
thority  and  means  to  break  it  up;  promises  to 
write  for  orders,  but  hopes  that  the  United  States 
wiU  not  violate  Ihe  neutrality  of  Spain,  by  at- 
tempting to  suppress  it  themsetves.  After  wail- 
ing two  months,  aod  no  symptom  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  suppress  the  establishment,  on  the  part  of 
the  Spanish  authorities,  a  vessel  of  the  United 
States  ascended  the  river,  to  break  np  this  nest  of 
itlaws.  After  a  boat's  crew  of  this  vessel  had 
been  murdered,  except  one  who  was  made  pris- 
oner, carried  into  the  fort,  tortured,  and  bnrot  to 
death,  the  magazine  was  set  on  fire  by  a  shot 
from  the  vessel,  aod  two  hundred  and  seventy 
men,  the  choice  troops  of  Nicholls>i  eommaad, 
and  Britain's  allies,  were  blown  into  the  skies. 
Sir,  if  tbere  could  remain  a  doubt  whether  the 
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comroaDdaDt  or  8t.  Matb  va«  in  league  with 
thete  peoplcj  ibis  doubt  muat  be  remoTed  by  a 
niaM  of  lestimonr  coDlaised  in  the  documenis 
on  your  table.  Tbe  momeDl  the  Negro  Indian 
fort  was  destroyed,  Bt.  Marks  became  lEe  depotite 
and  Blorehouae  of  the  sarages.  Here  their  coud' 
cils  were  held ;  here  ihey  sold  iheir  bloody  tro- 
phies, torn  from  onr  murdered  citizens,  and  here 
iheyreceived  the  inatrumencs  aud  means  of  fbture 
murders.  Lneugo  was  the  adriaer,  aider,  and 
protector  of  the  MTages,  and  the  (Vieod  and  coad- 
jQioT  of  Arbuthnot.  Witness  (he  depravity  of 
(hia  double-toDgned  hvpocrite.  Policy  induced 
his  acqaieicence !  Wnen  Jackwn  arrives^  from 
ED  associate  of  the  Indians,  he  becomes  our  friend, 
and  discoTers  a  baseseM  which  a  brave  man 
would  despise.  "  May  Qod  preserTe  your  Ezcel- 
lencr,  is  my  prayer.  I  kin  Tonr  EseeHency's 
hand,  and  am  yout  most  faithful  and  obedient 
semnt." 

-  If  Bt.  Marks  was  used  for  purposei  of  Indtan 
boittliiy,  much  more  so  was  Pensacola.  Bvffica 
it  to  My,  that  there  ii  a  mass  of  evidence,  wbieb 
proTes  most  positiTely  that,  from  the  Spring  i>( 
1917  to  the  eapiure  of  Barancaa  by  Jaekron,  the 
Spaniards  of  tliat  place  constantly  sold  to  the  In- 
dians arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  purchased 
tiieir  pinqder;  tbat  the  Spanish  Oor^rnor  pri- 
vately famished  them  with  arms  and  proTltions 
from  the  public  stotea.  and  the  lodiaas  were 
commaodeil  by  Spanish  <fficers,  and  wei«  actu- 
ally {protected  and  aided  in  iheit  escape  by  the 
Spanish  QoV emor. 

Sir,  is  itnot  demonstrated,  then,  (hat  iheSpan- 
jsb  officers  and  inhabitants  of  Florida  were  iden- 
tified witb  our  enemy;  and  tbat  the  posts  of  Si. 
Marks  and  Pensacola  were  converted  to  the  use 
of  the  savases  1  Even  then,  upon  the  atron^t 
hypothesis  in  favor  of  these  people  of  Florida, 
upon  the  luppositioo  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
Spain  was  coDcarreot  with  that  of  the  Indians, 
and  that  tbe  Indians  are  independent  in  war,  we 
had  a  right  to  enter  ibis  territory,  (o  meet  and 
conquer  our  enemy,  and  to  take  the  p<»ls  lAoi 
iKcome  hostile. 

Id  speaking  of  the  case  of  Ambrister  atid  Ar- 
bu(bno(,  it  becomes  necessary  to  notice  a  remark 
ia  (he  report  of  the  Military  Committee.  They 
state  that,  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  these 
men,  the  war  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  at 
at)  end  ;  and  they  verv  appropriately  distinguish 
Ibis  sentence  with  three  notes  of  admiration. 


And,  sir,  tt  is  to  me  matter  of  the  profbundesi 
astonishment  how  these  gentlemen  discovered 
that  the  war  was  a(  an  end.  Do  tbey  find  it  in 
General  Jaekson*s  letters  of  tbe  20(b  and  2Stb  of 
April  7  In  these,  allbousb  he  expresses  the  ia- 
tention  of  reiarning  to  Nashville,  he  expressly 
states  the  necessity  of  scouring  the  country  oo 
the  west  of  the  Appalachicola.  He  had  not  yet 
crossed  that  river,  and  between  this  and  Pensacola 
there  was  a  distance  of  near  (wo  hundred  mites, 
with  scarcely  an  inhabitant  except  Indians.  Do 
the  committee  infer  it  from  his  discharging  the 
Oeorgia  militia  7  Sir,  there  is  a  better  reason 
■why  ihey  were  discharged — the  best  reason  in 


the  worM— fkcy  were  not  asuMd.  it  voiddibt 
marehJDf  tfaaot  sear  two  bandied  aHei  firthar 
fromihcir  hoMes,iMking«BaUitkiHliiiaNk  af 
near  four  bindred  miles,  white  ibe  TaoMtsM 
troops  would  be  about  as  onr  honae  at  Beauaia 
it  at  St.  MaAs.  His  foree  «u-  tUatg  ma^fn 
wlihont  them ;  tb«y  would  have  been  ao  tdMl 
eacnmbraDce,  and  eeuld  have  afforded  hin  im 
manner  of  aid,  but  that  of  catjog  vf  bis  tvovi- 
aid,  by  the  bye,  which  at  that  liae 


General  Jackson  did  i 


I  need.    Sir,  if  (hc^wai 


committee  have  not  gone  far  enough.  Osaaml 
Jackson  abo eld  have  been  chargad  with  high 
crimes  and  misdemeaaars,  indeed.  Every  d^ 
which  he  afletwards  took,  was  in  ueUiiea  of  his 
express  orders,  and  every  death  he  occaaionad 
was  aa  act  of  deliberate  and  msUcions  mnrder. 
Hc'bas  wantoBly  wa«(«d  (ha  tfows  eedmasan 
«f  the  nation,  atn  s(UBcd  hi*  liaub.wkb.taii»q«it 
blood. 

Bfll  howrBir,.waa  this  war  toaU  iateata  uid 
purpofes  at  an  end  7  Had  the  qasmy  bom  coa* 
quend  7  bad  he  aobmitied  7  had  k«  offered  tiiwi 
of  peace?  Doe*  d*(  avety  ona  know,  that,  to 
diaparae  Eadians,  is  ao(  to  caaquer  (bem  ?  Was 
it  not  exueaely  prohabla  tbat  the  enenf  bad 
retired  to  bis  coTer(  and  faitranes,  there  ta  w«i( 
for  a  favorable  oppottODity  (o  iastie  fixth  to  re- 
trieve bisdisaatersjaiidiakeampleieveDge)  Aid 
is  it  not  a  bet,  (bat,  Dear  a  moMb  ^(er  (his  war 
was  to  all  iweB(s  aad  purpose*  at  an  ead,  JUajot 
Young  engaged,  fDH8h(  and  defeated  alaa^  body 
of  the  eaemy,  on  (he  Eaaambta,  in  tbeoeigbbar- 
hoed  of  Pensacola  7  Haw,  ibeo,  is  it,  thai  we 
hear  that  tbe  war  was  to  all  iBteotaand  purpoae* 
■t  aa  end  7 

I  am  willing  m  admit,fbrafgwaent,  sir,  ibatif 
Ambrister  aad  Arfanthnot  were  a^tng  under  or- 
der* or  authority  from  (he  British  QoTernmeai, 
and  Jackson  knew  it,  he  should  have  letaioed, 
and  treated  them  as  Biitish  prisoaers  of  war. 
But,  is  il  fair  to  presume  this  7  With  Qreat 
Briiain  we  were  ai  peace;  and  though  Nisbojla 
had  made  a  treaty,  ofieasiva  and  defensive,. ivith 
His  Briiaaoic  Maieaty,  ibare  is  no  avideace  tbat 
it  ever  was  ratifi»I.  When  Niebolls  weat  to 
England,  with  his  prophet  and  his  treaty,  the 
American  Minister  there  protested  to  Earl  Ba- 
thurat  against  the  prooeedings  of  this  laoendiaty. 
Earl  Batbofsi  disavowed  the  whole  iraDMclitia, 
and  stated  ibat  the  (reaiy  would  not  be  ratified, 
nor  Niebolls  admitted  to  an  audience.  The  aiMe 
disavowat  was  repeated  by  I^rd  Castlerea^,  on 
bis  return  from  (be  Continent.  I  regret,  however, 
tbat  oircumsiances exist,  to  auiborli*  a  sns^oion 
of  tbe  insincerity  of  tiie  British  Oeverameal. 
Although  our  Minister  in  London  pressed  both 
of  tbe  above  genilemeo  repaatedly,  by  seTenl 
official  notes,  yet  he  never  was  able  (o  extort  a 
disavowal  in  writing.  The  same  caution,  it  ia 
understood,  baa  been  maoifesled  by  tbe  agealsof 
His  Majesty's  Government  hero. 

There  are  other  circiiautancci  which  go  to 
throw  a  mystery  over  ibe  eonducl  of  the  Britiab 
Court  in  negard  to  theee  Indians.    Papers  ipere 
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foiiDd  irith  Arbuihnot,  which  might  tend  to  iM- 
creaM  the  suapicioD.  Sis  letter  to  NieboIIs  of 
Uie  aStii  AagasI,  1617,  ioformiDg  him  ibai  Oct 
eroor  Cameroo  of  New  Provideace  had  show. 
him  &  leiiet  from  Balhnrst,  stating  thit  the  Bril 
ish  Hioisler  tt  WashiDgion  had  orders  lo  watcb 
over  the  loieresii  of  these  lodiaua — the  coaduct 
of  Cameron  in  the  affair— his  uasigaed  antver, 
referred  lo  at  the  close  of  this  letter — and  the  re- 
speeifalnotiee  taken  of  the  prophet  Fraocis  while 
ID  England ;  all  go  to  create  a  luspiefon,  that  lh« 
hand  of  the  GoTernment  is  in  this  ibintr.  Bat, 
as  the  British  QoTernmeDt  biTe  verb<u^  disa- 
Towed  all  concern  in  the  affair,  (urelf  Qeaeral 
Jackson  could  not  presame  anything  in  faror  of 
these  men,  bf  suspecting  the  iniegriiy  of  their 
ao7eriiineDl. 

The  justice  of  their  execntion  cannot. 
mind,  admit  of  a  doubt.  They  were  volitnteen 
in  the  lervice  of  a  lawless  tribe  of  ssTages,  whose 
mode  of  warfare  is  indiscTimiiiate  massacre  of  all 
ages  and  sexes  It  is  right,  it  is  merciful  to  inflicl 
on  these  savages  those  cruelties  which  theyptae- 


spare  the  effuiion  of  the  blood  eren  of  saragea, 
and  to  effect  that  security  which  arises  from  em- 
inent examples,  it  is  prudent  and  wise  to  select 
those  men  as  objects  of  retaliation  and  punish' 
nfeot.  who  are  the  most  active  and  successful  in 
praciising  and  inflicting  cruelties.  Who,  then, 
could  have  been  selected  as  examples,  with  mora 
justice  and  policy^  than  these  two  FoTeigners,  who 


wonld  inflict?  The  Oeneral  had  a  right  to  eX' 
ecale  them  without  trial.  This  right  is  an  ex- 
ecutive right,  and  rests  in  the  commanding  Oen- 
eral. A  trial  by  court  martial,  strictly  speaking. 
in  my  mind,  was  ill^al.  As  the  Oeneral  bad 
power  to  execute  them  without  trial,  there  could 
be  no  good  reason  to  try  these  men,  which  would 
oot  apply  to  the  chiefs  who  were  hung  without 
trial,  except  the  necessity  of  ascertaining  whether 
there  were  in  fact  concerned  in  provoking  and 
pTosecuting  hostilities.    All  that  Jackson  could 


board  at  officers  lo  ascertain  this  fact.  All  the 
authority  which  be  delegated  to  them,  therefore, 
beyond  that,  was  illegal ;  and  It  was  bis  duty  to 
annul  it,  and  pass  the  judgment  and  sentence 
which  the  facts  justify.  The  most,  then,  that 
can  be  contended,  is,  that  this  was  a  wrong  mode 
of  doing  a  right  act.  And  though  I  am  not  an 
advocate  for  the  principle,  that  the  end  justifies 
the  means,  yet,  in  this  case^  1  see  nothing  so  et- 
Too eons  in  the  means,  as  to  impeach  the  character 
of  the  end.  The  truth  was  found  by  the  court 
martial,  and  upon  this  it  was  his  duty  to  decide. 
He  did  decide,  and  I  trust  correctly.  I  will  not 
tire  the  patience  of  this  Committee  by  a  particular 
statement  of  the  evidence  against  these  men. 
Ambrister  was  taken  in  arms,  and  the  proofs 
against  him  are  abundant,  that  be  was  actively 
cagaged  in  provoking  and  prosecuting  this  war; 
ana  that  be  euforced  the  precept  of  his  master, 


NJcbolls,  to  rc^rd  the  affections  and  an  tt  path  in 
of  the'  Indians.  Arbuihool  was  not  qaly  the 
exciter,  but  supporter  of  the  lyar.  Knowing  of 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  ofSlh  August,  18t4, 
he  keeps  up  the  pretence,  that  these  Ifidi^a  were 
not  bound  by  it,  but  we le  relieved  'by  the  9(b 
article  of  the  British  T'eaty.  He  is  the  piiccfsior 
ofNicbolls.  He  calls  for  mccors  from  theBritith 
Qovernmeot.  He  is  the  auociaie  aM  ooBfidut 
of  the  comraaodani  of  St.  Mark »■  He  furnlshea 
the  Indians  with  the  wea^ns  of  de*Ir^ction. 

Sir,  an  awful  responsibility  rests  upon  this 
House.  Upon  their  decision  rests  the  safety  inf 
thousands.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  period  has 
arriveil.  when  the  United  Stales  shall  hareadoni- 
ed  a  rule  of  policy,  to  punish  every  foreigner  who 
shall  instigate  the  savages  to  war.  Lei  it  from 
henceforth  be  promulgated,  that  no  eitizen  of  a 
civilized  nation,  who  excites  the  savages  to  war, 
is  to  be  spared.  That,  wherever  be  may  be  found, 
he  is  to  be  deemed  the  enemy  of  mankind,  and  to 
suffer  instant  death.  Had  this  rule  been  adopted 
forty  years  ago,  and  rigidly  observed,  bow  many 
disconsolate  mothers  would  now  be  happy  in  the 
embraces  of  their  children  !  How  many  Weaveid 
parents,  and  children,  and  husbands,  and  wives, 
would  now  be  surrounded  by  their  respective 
friends,  and  enjoying  the  endearing  charities  ot 
domeatic  life  I 

[,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  trifling  importance 
for  a  man  to  quit  the  sweets  of  society,  and  to 
become  an  inhabitant  of  the  wilderness,  surrounded 
by  savage  beasts  and  savage  men.  The  priva- 
tions BAd  dangers  be  is  to  endure^  demand  the 
protection  and  solicitude  of  the  nation.  Oentle- 
men  in  this  House  can  well  describe  the  dangers 
and  hardships  through  which  the  frontier  settler 
has  to  pass  ;  and  I  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  from 
the  Westgpariicularly,  ifit  Is  not  well  understood, 
and  fully  believed,  that  most  of  the  Indian  wan 
were  instigated  by  foreigners  1  1  ask  gentlemen 
to  look  back  awhile,  aod  examine  facts.  Let  them 
recollect  the  letier  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, on  this  subject,  in  1792.  Let  them  exam- 
ine the  facti^  in  proof  of  foreign  instigation,  which 
occurred  before  and  after  the  defeat  of  St.  Clair, 
and  the  victory  of  Wayne.  I  could  call  to  your 
recollection  the  address  of  Lord  Dorcheeter|ad- 
vising  the  Indians  to  take  up  the  hatcbeL  The 
numerous  cases  of  Btliisb  traders  urging  and  pro- 
voking hostilities,  and  of  British  subjects  fotmd 
fighting  with,  and  painted  like  Indians.  But 
these  are  familiar  to  gentlemen  who  witaesaed 
the  events  of  those  times.  A  mass  of  evidence 
on  ibis  subject  was  collected  by  a  committee, 
who  made  to  this  House,  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1812,  a  very  able  report,  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
'  islilities,  and  their  causes. 

I  will,  however,  read  you  a  paragraph  from  a 
late  document  of  very  high  authority,  and  which 
presents  the  facts  in  a  very  forcible  and  emphatic 
Banner,    It  is  thus  expressed : 

•The  uidenignwl  very  sinearaly  ngrat  lo  be 
>btigBd  lo  say,  that  an  trrMistiblB  mass  of  erWswii. 
oonoiting  piinc^ajly  of  the  oenespondeaee  of  Btitfab 
officers  and  agantii  part  only  of  which  has  already 
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bb  tnd«n  uid  ageitf ,  wbo  had 
iwt  odIj  withont  boDK  dUconnUntDcad,  bat  wiifa  &»• 
onnit  BueoimccmMit  by  th«  Brittih  mthoritwB.  And 
a  tbvr  •*«  diiraulvd  tha  Induni  £tam  commtndDg 
bMtihtiMi,  it  wu  <mij  hf  urginc  tham,  w  in  pndenee, 
to  nupmd  th^  ittuki,  until  OtMt  Biit«n  Mold  re- 
eogniae  llum  u  hei  allies  id  1^  war." 

Sir,  do  ;on  ask  me  for  the  autbaritf,which  I 
read  i    I  answer,  it  is  a  connnaDJcaiion  made  lo 


the  British  CoromlssioDcra  at  Oheoi;  anil  it 
aiffoed  bv  John  d.  Adams,  J.  A.  Bayard,  HeDrp 
Clar,  JoDRlhaD  RuEsell,  and  Albert  Oallalio  j 
names  wbich  thi*  coaDlrjr,  1  trasi,  will  long  de- 
'  light  to  honor.  Sir,  is  farther  proof  needed  7 
Let  ibedisconsolate  widow,and  belplesE  orphan, 
whose  cause  I  am  advocaling,  ba  my  witness, 

I  confess,  sir,  that  I  am  excited,  and  my  aansi- 
bilitjr  is  awakened.  My  imagination  (raospoTlB 
me  into  some  distant  wilderness,  in  some  seqncs- 
teied  spot.  A  female  form  stands  hefore  me,  and 
aeema  to  say,  "  Once  I  enjoyed  the  convenience* 
and  pleasures  oflife.  Excluded,  in  some  meaaure, 
ftom  the  enjoyment  and  alluremeDCsof  the  world, 
I  was  happy  in  the  society  of  my  hushaod,  and 
the  embraces  of  my  children.  The  bounl)'  of 
Providenae  was  poured  in^  in  copious  effusion ; 
the  sUD  of  prosperity  had  risen,  was  shedding;  its 
beams  apca  ns,  and  hastening  lo  it*  meridian. 
But,  it  was  at  once  obscured  by  a  cloud.  Some 
foreign  incendiary,  prompted  by  avarice  or  re- 
Tenge,  excited  the  aavage,  and  provoked  him  to 
vengeance.  The  midnight  yell  was  heard — our 
habiiaiioo  was  assailed — the  doors  were  forced — 
the  horrors  of  despair  thickened  aroond  ns.  My 
husband  met  and  Tell  under  the  fatal  stroke;  my 
children  clung  lo  my  neck,  and  fastened  on  my 
bosom;  they  were  torn  from  my  embrace, «nd 
mangled  and  murdered  in  my  presence  I  I 
doomed  to  a  more  lingering  late — to  endure 
torch  and  the  fagol,  and  wait  the  latdy  approach 
of  the  fatal  messenger,  in  moat  excruciating  tor- 
ment. Our  spirits  have  taken  their  flight — oui 
mangled  bodies  are  cast  out,  a  prey  to  the  vulturet 
and  wolves  of  the  desert — our  bones  are  scattered 
and  bleaching  on  the  mountains.  Qo  tell  the 
advocates  of  false  humanity — go  leil  vour  eoan- 
trymen,  who  revel  and  wanton  in  the  luxnries  ol 
freedom,  that  there  is  an  aveoging  God;  that  jus- 
tice and  mercy  demand  a  prompt  and  severe  re- 
tribution i  that  duty  and  policy  demand  that  you 
■houldpunisbgWilhinitaQt  death,  every  instigator 
of  Indian  barbarity,  wherever  be  may  be,  and 
whenever  he  may  be  found.  Then  will  your 
country  become  the  proieciots  of  ibe  nnrortnnale, 
ftod  (he  defenders  of  the  defenceless.    Then  will 

Sou  have  tranquillity  on  your  borders— pros nei 
I  your  dtrelliog!!.     Then  will  your  peace  be 
deed  as  a  river,  and   vour   rigbteouioess  as 
wavesof  thesea-"    There  is  a  pause — and  I  teem 
to  heartfaereaponsiveamrn,  descending  from  the 
tfarana  of  infinite  mercy. 

Hr.  T.  M.  Nblsor,  of  Ti^inia,  Mid,  it  had 
ben  his  intaotion,  when   the  Committee  vf  the 


Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  first  lookup 
the  report  which  was  now  the  subject  of  delil^ 
eration,  to  have  staled  briefly  the  view  taken  by 
the  majority  of  the  Military  Committee  who 
concnrred  in  the  report;  but,  not  havine  been 
so  forinnale  as  to  gel  the  floor,  ha  bad  been 
obliged  to  delay  doing  ao  until  now.  I  should 
not,  said  he,  have  obtruded  any  remarks  upon 
you  now,  sir,  had  the  report  the  aid  of  the  clMir> 
man,  who  has  so  faithfully  presided  over  (he 
Military  Committee  ever  since  ha  has  occapied 
(hat  station  ;  but,  I  regret  to  aay,  we  differed  in 
opinion  on  this  oecaiion. 
I  believe  I  am   correct  in  stating  that  that 

rirt  of  the  subject  lo  wbich  the  report  is  con- 
ned, is  the  onlv  one  on  which  »  majority  of  the 
commillee  could  be  united;  and,  as  the  other 
branch  of  it  might  fairly  be  considered  to  be  ia 
the  hands  of  another  committee  of  this  House, 
a  reason  was  found  for  passing  it  over  in  silence. 
I  moreover  acknowledge  that,  although  I  did, 
previous  to  the  decision  of  the  committee,  dis- 
approve the  proceedings  against  Pensacola  and 
Elaiancas,  as  unauthorized  and  uDnecesaary,  I 
felt  a  doubt  whether  the  Capture  of  St.  Marks 
might  not  be  justified,  upon  the  plea  of  necc*- 
sity  ;  but  that  ts  dispelled  by  a  more  minute  cx- 
aroinaiion  of  the  documents.  A  reference  lo 
the  tetter  from  the  commanding  officer  at  St. 
Mark.'s  to  General  Jackson,  bearing  date  April  7, 
1818,  to  be  found  page  67  of  the  documenla  on 
the  Seminole  war,  and  which  had  escaped  my 
recollection,  shows  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  capture  of  that  post,  to  preserve  it  from 
falling  ioto  Ibe  bands  of  the  Indians  ;  the  appre- 
hension of  which  seems  to  be  the  original  catue 
of  General  Jackson's  design  to  take  it.  And, 
sir,  if  for  the  peace  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
important  thai  St.  Marks  should  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  (he  propoai(ian  made  to 
General  Jackson,  in  the  letter  I  have  alluded  to, 
to  leave  a  force  in  its  vicinity,  with  which  the 
Spanish  troops  would  co-operate,  to  effect  that 
abject,  appears  to  me  amply  sufficient  for  every 
purpose  of  securi(y  and  defence.  General  Jack- 
son thought  differently;  he  (bought  "St.  Marks 
was  necessary,  as  a  depot,  to  insure  success  and 
he  occupied  it  wiib  an  American  force." 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Holhea)  who  preceded 
me  in  this  debate,  has  gone  into  a  long  train  <tf 
reasoning  lo  show  that  Spaia  has  given  ns  just 
cause  oiwar,  and  ibenee  infers  (liat  General 
Jackson  had  a  right  (o  take  possession  of  the 
Spanish  garrisons  in  West  Florida.  Sir,  I  am 
not  the  apologist  of  Spiln ;  I  wish  lo  be  die- 
tinctly  understood  to  any,  that  to  Spain  we  are 
under  no  obligations  for  General  Jackson's  con- 
duct while  in  her  lerritory.  When  the  gentle- 
of  il      " 


,    ..  .         chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Foreign  Relaiiont,  shall  offer  a  proposition  to  go 
(0  war  with  Spain,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  In- 
quire whether  we  have  jn9(  cause  of  war  agaioal 
her ;  bu(  there  would  be  many  oifaer  poin(s  of 
discussion,  besides  the  mere  ju:ilifieation  or  cause 
of  war.  Would  it  be  politic,  would  it  be  mag- 
nanimous, (0  make  war  apon  a  degraded,  enfee- 
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bled  eaemy?  These  are  qaeslioni  which  I  im 
not  called  npon  at  this  time  to  decide.  Sir,  the 
qaetlioQ  now  before  as  is,  whether  a  Wat  has 
etixed  between  the  United  Scatei  and  SpaiD, 
and  bf  whose  aathoriir>  Tbat  a  war  ha*  been 
proMcnled  by  General  Jackson,  against  the  Span- 
ish aulhoritr  in  West  Florida,  can  be  eitablished 
bf  his  own  represenution.  I  refer  you  to  the 
capimlation  entered  into  by  General  Jackson  and 
the  Governor  of  Pensacola "which,  with  the  ei- 
ceplion  of  one  article,  amounts  to  a  complete 
cession  of  the  country  to  the  United  States,"  to 
ate  the  General's  own  language.  How,  sir,  was 
this  effected?  By  the  Ametican  armf,  com- 
maitded  bj  General  Jackson.  Was  it  la  com- 
pliance with  the  wish  and  desire  of  the  Spanish 
commanderT  No,  sir;  it  was  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  bis  warning,  that  he  would  repel  force 
byforcej  which  Qeneral  Jackson  says  "was  so 
open  an  indication  of  hostile  feeling"  on  the  part 
of  the  QoTernor,  ibat  he  do  longer  hesiiaten  on 
the  means  to  be  adopted.  "  I  matched  for  and 
entered  PeDsacola,  willi  only  the  show  of  resisi- 
ance."  In  his  letter  of  tbe  2d  of  June,  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  he  details  all  the  minntia  of 
inveating  the  fortress  of  Barancaa ;  of  taaking  a 
lodgement  under  the  fire  of  the  garrison  j  of 
mounting  nine-pounder  and  howitzer  batteries; 
«nd  such  other  incidents  as  are  attendant  on  most 
bkttles  between  civilized  nations.  Mr.  Cbair- 
nan,  if  this  be  not  war,  I  hare  always  misuo- 
deratood  the  term,  although  three  years  a  soldier 
dtiring  what  wu  then  called  war. 

Genera)  Jackson,  speaking  of  tbe  ciptared 
garrison,  says,  "  the  terms  were  mote  favorable 
than  a  conquered  enemy  would  have  merited." 
He  goes  on,  in  the  same  letter,  to  state  the  kind 
of  government  he  had  establiihed,  appoiotioj 
raveuae  and  other  officers,  putting  the  revenne 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  force !  Br  what 
authority  has  all  this  been  doqe,  Mr.  Cbaitmau  9 
Has  it  been  the  effect  of  any  act  of  Congress, 
where  the  power  alone  is  vested  by  tbe  (insti- 
tution 1  It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  that  in- 
attament  to  show,  that  to  Congress  alone  belongs 
the  war-making  ^ower;  every  gentleman  who 
hears  me  knows  it  to  be  so ;  nor  will  I  consent 
to  partition  it.    Tbe  inevitable  result  of  every 

EeDtleman's  unbiassed  inquiry  will  be,  that  a  war 
as  been  waged  against  a  foreign  Power  by  the 
United  States  without  tbe  sanciion  of  Congress, 
where  alone  the  right  and  the  power  constitu- 
tionally exists.'  And,  in  this  act  of  war,  I  wit- 
ness, to  regret  and  deplore,  the  most  noqualifled 
infraction  of  the  Constitution  tbat  has  ever  oc- 
curred since  its  adojpiioo.  Shall  we,  sir,  who 
represent  tbe  sovereignty  of  tbe  nation,  tamely 
fold  our  arms  and  acquiesce  in  the  violalioa  of 
tbat  sacred  instrument,  which,  by  our  oaths  and 
our  interests,  we  are  bound  to  support  and  main- 
tain 1  I  trust  not.  Let  us  apply  the  only  rem- 
edy in  our  power,  censure  tbe  proceedings,  and 
enact  other  laws  which  cannot  ne  misconstrued. 
I  fear  even  this  remedy  will  prove  inefficient ; 
the  Constitution,  to  my  mind,  is  so  plain  and  ex- 
plicit on  this  point,  tbat  he  who  mna  may  read. 


SptDii 
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The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  referring 
to  tbe  President's  Message  of  the  S6th  of  HareC 
last,  says  Congress  was  apprized  of  the  cburae 
about  to  he  taken  in  tbe  prosecution  of  the  Sm- 
inole  war,  and  that  we  had  ample  opportunity  to 
interpose  and  prevent  that  coarse,-  if  it  had  been 
thought  necessary,  and  argnes  that,  as  the  oppoi^ 
tunity  was  neglected,  it  is  now  improper  to  take 
any  steps  in  relation  to  it.  How  does  tbe  case 
stand,  in  point  of  fact,  sir?  Tbe  order  giren  to 
General  Gaines,  whicn  it  was  supposed  vrooU 
Bud  ought  to  have  governed  Qeneral  Jackson 
when  he  assumed  the  command,  and  which  was 
communicated  to  Congress  with  tbat  Message, 
is  explicit  in  requiring  that  "  the  Spanish  an- 
iboritv  should  be  respected,  wherever  It  is  -'- 
tajned."  Sir,  need  I  go  into  a  minute  ext 
tion  of  the  docaments  to  prove  that  the  S 
authority  was  maintained  both  in  Pensacola  and 
Barancas  ?  I  think  not  Gentlemen  will  Bnd, 
by  examining  the  evidence  furnished  by  General 
Jackson  himself,  to  justify  tbe  capture  of  those 
places,  very  far  short  of  any  definite  proof;  and 
the  greatest  number  of  Indians  said  to  have  been 
in  the  neighborhood  does  not  exceed  two  hun- 
dred ;  except  upon  the  hearsay  evidence  of  Wil- 
liam Hambly,  who  certifies  that  he  bad  under- 
stood that  five  hundred  had  been  seen  at  Pensi^ 
cola  some  lime  in  the  early  part  of  the  year; 
these,  however,  all  dwindled  down  to  one,  as 
almost  superannuated  chief,  who  was  found  (here 
at  the  capture  of  Barancas.  I  cannot  coneeire, 
then,  how  Congress  could  aniieiiiaie  so  extraor- 
dinary a  departure  from  orders,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war. 

I  must  now  beg  leave,  sir,  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  other  branch  of  this  sabject — I  mean 
the  report  from  the  Military  Committee.  Tos 
have  understood  tbat  the  chairman  differed  from 
a  majority  of  the  committee,  which  aocountt  for 
my  feeble  effort  to  snsuin  it.  Tbe  first  prapoii- 
tion  of  tbe  report  is,  that  there  exists  no  lav  of 
the  United  States  authorizing  the  punishment  of 
Arbnthnot  and  Amhrisler,  by  a  military  tribunal, 
for  the  charges  of  which  they  were  found  guilty 
and  suffered  death.  Tbe  Rules  and  Ariielea  of 
War  alone  contain  the  law  which  shall  govern 
courts  martial  in  their  proceedings;  and!  deny 
that  auf  authority  can  there  be  shown  for  the 
proceedings,  in  these  casea,  of  the  court  or  com- 
manding General.  The  fifty-sixth  and  seventh' 
articles  cannot  be  construed  to  extend  M  foreign- 
ers, bnt  are  evidently  intended  to  operate  on  our 
own  citizens  only,  who  shall  be  found  guilty  of 
aiding,  abetting,  comforting,  or  eortesponding 
with  tbe  enemy.  But  the  law  of  nations,  say 
gentlemen,  authorizes  retaliation  on  our  enemy; 
and  the  same  law  says,  "  where  severity  is  not 
absolutely  necessary,  clemency  becomes  a  duty." 
Let  me,  however,  here  protest,  as  I  ever  will, 
against  tbe  assumption  ofthis  right  by  a  military 
officer;  nay,  by  the  Executive  itself.  Sir,  it  be- 
longs to  Congress,  and  to  Congress  alone.  Else 
wby,  on  a  former  occasion,  was  it  thought  no- 
cessary  to  delegate  the  power,  by  special  act,  to 
Mr.  Madison  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
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BfiuuD?  OentlemcB  are  not  aware  to  what 
eiUBl  ihii  docuiae  leads.  Uodfr  i^eir  cdd- 
stnetioD,  lb«  moit  igDoraai,  betoiied  eotporal, 
in  jronr  Mrrice,  if  in  commaiM,  may  acsame  the 
«ZHci*e  of  it.   . 

Andoow,  *ir,  lottieDecntitjoribecaie.  0«d- 
eimt  Jackton,  id  bit  letter  to  ibe  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  20(h  April,  page  S2  of  the  documeotA,  Mjrt 
"  ike  war  ii  ended  foi  the  preteal."  In  liis  letter 
at  the  26lh  of  the  tame  month,  (tlie  Terjr  day  on 
which  the  order  iwned  for  the  coaii  martial) 
after  detailing  some  plans  for  lecaring  the  con- 
qneied  eonniry,  this  "  valaable  aeqaisition  to  the 
ttepabiic,"lia«ayt "  I  (ball  proceed  direct  to  Nash- 
Title— my  prwenee  i*  no  longer  necessary  in  this 
cBSntiy."  Wbywaait  DOifMr.ChairmaD?  The 
mi  wa*  at  tn  end,  and  no  neceatity  existed  for 
leialiaiion.  If  he  posteued  the  power,  clemency 
becane  a  dniy.  Colonel  Butler,  adjutant  gen- 
eial,  in  his  report  to  tbe  War  Department,  informs 
ni,  that,  on  tb«  20tb  April  General  Glasicock 
waa  ordered  to  march  his  oriaade  to  Hartford, 
aiaorgia,andmostertbemontofEerTice.  Oa  the 
24th,QeneraIBdcloloih,commanding  the  friendly 
Indians,  wai  ordered  to  Fort  Scott,  to  moster 
tbem  onl  of  sefvice.  How  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
caa  Ibeae  execniiooa  be  justified  apon  the  plea 
of  neeeeniy  1  The  war  was  at  an  end,  to  all 
intent*  and  purposes,  notwitbitandiog  General 
Jackaoa  choose  afterwards  to  renew  it  against 
Peataeola  and  the  fortress  Carlos  de  Barancas. 

I  will  endeavor  to  show  that  Arbathnot  was 
pudoimble  in  tbe  riew  he  look  of  Indian  rights, 
in  relation  to  the  land  obtained  by  the  United 
Slate*,  by  the  treaty  of  Port  Jackson  ;  as  many. 
leat  iinotanllban  be  is  presumed  tobe,conairaea 
ik*  9in  article  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Ghent  lo  mean 
wbai  it  expresses— to  oblige  both  parlies  "  to  re- 
aioK  to  such  tribes  or  nations  of  Inditnii  respect- 
ively, all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  priTileges, 
which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  been  entitled 
to  ia  eae  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven." 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jack- 
soit  was  made  in  1S14.  Sir,  will  it  not  admit  of 
a  doubt  in  your  mind  whether  the  land  obtained 
nnitt  that  treaty  is  justly  held  7  Particnlarly 
when  it  is  remembered  that  tbe  treaty  was  noto- 
riooal^  made  with  the  friendly  chieis  only,  who 
consUluied  about  one  third  of  the  nation.  This 
tfircaBstaoce,  although  not  susceptible  of  proof 
U  tbia  time,  is  strengthened  by  the  face  of  the 
tnaty  itself.  It  is  there  to  be  found,  that  the  in- 
dividual properly  of  tbe  friendly  chiefs  within 
the  ceded  territory  is  expressly  reserved,  estab- 
lishing most  clearly  that  the  friendly  cbieCs  ceded 
10  tu  that  which  did  not  belong  to  tbem,  and 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  we  are  bound  to 


In  further  extenuation  of  Arbuthnot,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  he  was  residing,  as  he  had  a  rif;ht 
to  do,  among  these  people ;  he  enjoyed  protection 
ia  bis  petson  and  property  ;  be  shared  their  bos- 

g'Uttiiies  and  kindness;  he  was  in  fact  an  Indian. 
(,  no  doubt,  prompted  by  one  of  tbe  noblest 
principles  of  our  nature,  ajtaaavd  ibeir  cause — 
oceame  their  ftiend  and  adviser.    He  had  a  right 


lo  do  so.  Aid  shall  it  be  said,  in  tbe  Hiall  of  ai 
American  Congress,  that  he  who  obeys  the  die* 
tate  of  gratitude  to  an  Indian  deserves  to  die  7    I 

I  will  now  pass  on  to  the  evidence  npoo  which 
Arbuthnot  was  convicted.  In  addition  lo  the 
objections  made  in  the  report  to  that  part  of  the 

troceedings  of  the  court  martial,  I  must  be  al- 
)wed  to  say,  that  I  should  be  extremely  caatiou), 
at  any  time,  now  I  found  a  man  guilty  of  the  foi- 
feitnre  of  his  life,  upon  the  testimony  of  his  per- 
sonal enemies;  and  it  will  be  recollected  by  tie 
Committee  that  two  of  the  principal  witncBes 
were  proved  to  be  such  in  the  examination  before 
tbe  court.  Tbe  fact  was  acknowledged  by  one, 
and  a  correspondence  with  the  other,  exhibited  in 
tbe  trial,  established  it  as  to  the  other. 

I  will  now  take  a  short  view  of  Ambrfster^s 
case.  Some  of  the  arguments  which  I  have  of- 
fered to  the  Committee,  which  extenuate  the  of- 
fences cbarged  against  Arbuthnot,  areapplicaUe 
also  to  him.  He  was  living  with  tbe  iodwiu— 
enjoying  their  protection  and  kindness.  He,  loo, 
from  that  principle  of  gratitude  inherent  in  dud, 
was  called  upon  to  aid  and  succor  them  in  time 
of  distress  and  emergency.  I  will  not  say  any- 
thing of  tbe  qnotalion  from  the  law  of  Qatibns, 
under  which  General  Jackson  justifies  the  execu- 
tions; that  is  put  to  rest  by  the  reporL  Bat  the 
advocates  of  General  Jackson  again  meet  oa  vtlth 
the  law  of  retaliation.  Lei  us  snppose,  for  migo- 
meat  sake,  and  for  argmenl  sske  only,  that  a* 

fossessed  the  right ;  wis  not  that  right  waived 
J  his  submitting  the  case  to  a  court  martial, 
who  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  one  ptmishmen^ 
and  the  cDmrnandins  General  inflicted  anoiber 
and  a  greater — death?  In  doing  ao,  he  vioJated 
every  principle  of  law  and  justice,  in  my  opinion. 
Even  suppose  that  Ambrisler  was  legally  tried, 
and  legally  convicted,  he  cannot  be  conaidered 
legally  punished,  when  thepunishmentexceeife^ 
far  exceeded  the  sentence  oflheconri.  Sir,  I  feel 
that  tbe  detail  of  circumstances  to  which  1  have 
confined  myselJ^  and  whicfi  must  be  familiar  to 
every  gentleman  of  the  Committee,  must  be  qd- 
intereslingj  I  will  leave  the  subject  in  better 
hands  than  mine  to  comment  on. 

Mr.  JofiiteON,  of  Virginia,  said  it  was  with 
sensations  very  different  from  those  which  are 
ideasnrable,  that  he  eniered  on  tbe  investigation 
of  the  subject  which  claimed  the  aiteniioa  and 
deliberation  of  the  Committee.  To  be  com- 
pelled, said  he,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
uigb  and  distinguished  officers  of  tbe  Qovera- 
ment,  when  warned  and  admonished  by  every 
fact  which  meets  my  eye,  that  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  disapprove  that  conduct,  can  never  he 
40  me  a  pleasurable  duty.  As  an  AmericaD  «ili> 
Kcn,  as  the  Representative  of  a  portion  of  the 
jieaple  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  the 
pride  and  pleasure  of  my  heart  to  be  enabled  it- 


ivs  to  prove  the  officers  of  my  QoTemmeBl 

;hl,  and  to  prove  the  enemies  of  my  couairy 

of  liberty  wrong.    Before  Jpio- 


uecu,  mi.  1  muBi  notice  a  remark  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
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I  BouiBS.)  I  im  90TTJ  tbal  I  do  not  ice  the  hon- 
{  otabte  geatleraan  in  his  sett.  [Mr.  Rolmeb  rOEe.l 
I  He  remarked  that  a  malicioos  proRtcation  bad 
been  eomtDenced  aeainsi  the  Presideoi  of  the 
Uailed  States.  I  do  not  preciselr  uDderBtand 
the  gentleman.  Bf  whom  has  ibis  malicioos 
,  proiec a Cioo  been  commenced  1  [Here  Mr.  Holm Ee 
lOse  nnd  explained.  I7e  said  the  remark  was  in- 
j  tended  as  a  reply  to  in  obserVHtion  made  on  yes- 
terday by  an  honorable  ffcotleman  from  Qeorgit, 
(Mr.  Cobb,}  wlio  seemed  to  insinuate  that  some 
'  iDttraetion  given  to  General  Jackeon  had  been 
■oppressed.]  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hold  it  to  be  a 
fbndamentai  principle,  that  every  officer  of  tbis 
OoverDmeni,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest^  is 
responsible  to  the  people  for  the  manner  in  wbich 
ke  has  diachargedihe  dnties  of  bis  office.  It  is 
on  this  prlQclple  that  the  Gorernment  depends 
for  its  perpetuity— for  its  capacity  to  secure  to 
the  people  ofthe  United  States  peace,  prosperity, 
liberty,  and  happiness.  Is  there  any  geatleman 
who  hears  me  ihal  willqaesijoo  the  iruib  of  this 
political  maxim?  Is  there  any  officer,  however 
aistingoished  by  station,  or  (be  splendor  of  his 
public  services,  who  is  unwilling  to  sabmit  the 
investigation  of  his  public  acts  to  a  candid,  de- 
liberate, and  deeoroas  inresiigaiion  by  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  t  l(  there  be  any  soch 
officeiN  1  pronounce  him  a  stranger,  an  alien  to 
ibe  affections  of  ibe  people,  and  that  it  is  time  to 

SI  rid  of  him.  The  moment  ihat  any  officer  of 
{«  Government  denies  that  he  is  responsible  for 
I  the  faithfril  and  correct  discharge  of  bis  public 
I  'duties,  from  that  moment  he  becomes  dangerons. 
Sir,  I  am  arguing  this  question  on  abstract  prin- 
ciples. I  have  no  reference  to  individaats  j  I 
have  no  feelings  to  gratify.  1  presume  that  a 
highminded  hoaonble  man,  so  far  from  evading 
an  iovesti^tion  of  his  public  conduct,  the  mo- 
ment he  discovered  the  slightest  shade  of  suspi- 
cion hovering  over  ihe  ptire,faiihrDl,  and  legal 
discharge  of  his  public  duties,  would  conrt  inves- 
tignitm;  that  he  woald  present  himself  at  ibe 
bat  of  the  public,  and  demand  an  investigation 
of  his  eondnci. 

Sir,  I  Will  proceed  to  answer  tbe  arguments  of 
ihegenileman  ftomMassatrhuaetlSj  (Mr.  HouiBs) 
—the  arguments  submitted  on  this  day,  not  those 
offered  on  yevterday.  The  gentleman  look  great 
pain*  on  yesterday  to  conduct  us  to  tbe  line  which 
separates  Florida  from  ihe  United  Slates — to 
•pnre  that  an  American  General,  when  anthor- 
ized  by  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  bad 
the  right  to  march  an  American  arm;  throogh 
the  United  States  (o  thb  line ;  and,  after  mana- 
ging the  argiiraent  with  great  skill  and  adroit- 
I  neu,  betook  them  over  the  line,  where  he  left 
HI.  Sir,  I  shall  not  waste  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, by  contesting  principles  about  which  no- 
body entertains  a  doubt,  but  proceed  at  once  to 
Pensacola  and  combat  doctrines  which  have  been 
boldly  advanced,  but  which  have  been  sustained 
neither  by  precedent,  reason,  nor  law. 

Had  Cieneral  Jackson  the  right  to  capture  Pen- 
sacola and  the  Barancas'?  Sir,  I  wish  to  treat 
Ihia  question  with  the  mon  perfect  candor  and 


fiiimcst.  To  save  the  troible  of  fWqnent  refer- 
ences to  books,  I  hare  transcribed  fVom  Tatiel'a 
Law  of  NsiioDB  tbe  strongest  principles  in  fitvar 
of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  I  have  no  question  that  there  are  copies 
of  Yaitel'i  Law  of  Nations  in  the  House.  If  any 
gentleman  doubts  the  correctness  of  the  quota- 
tions, I  hope  he  will  compare  the  text  with  tbe 
original.  It  is  laid  down  by  Tallel,  page  4I&, 
that  "  extreme  necessity  may  even  auihorize  the 
*  temporary  seizure  of  a  place  {in  a  neutral  coun- 
'  try)  and  the  putting  a  garrison  therein  for  de- 
'  fending  itself  against  an  enemy,  or  preventing 
'him  in  his  designs  of  seizing  this  place  whtn 
'  the  sovereign  is  not  able  to  defend  it.  But  when 
'  the  danger  is  over,  it  most  be  immediately  snr- 
'  rendered."  Did  this  necessity  exist  1  Was  the 
existing  stale  of  aSairs  such  as  would  have  atr- 
thorized  a  commander,  possessed  of  plenary  pow^ 
—  to  have  captured  PeosacolaandlheBarancasf 


In  Order  to 


Ihe  faers  n 


decision  of  this  Important  question,  I  beg 
permission  to  refer  the  honorable  Committee  to 
tbe  correspondence  of  General  Jackson  with  the 
Qovernor  of  Peniaeola  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 
In  the  letter^  General  Jackson,  of  ihe  3d  June, 
1818,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  be  found  the 
followiog  statement :  "  The  terms  are  more  than 
'  a  conquered,  enemy  would  have  merited,  but^ 
'  under  Ihe  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case^ 
'  my  object  obtained,  there  waa  no  motive  fbc 
'  wounding  the  feelings  of  those  whose  military 
'  pride  or  honor  bad  prompted  to  the  resistance 
'  made.  The  '  articles,  wilh  but  one  condition: 
'  amount  to  a  compteie  cession  to  tbe  United 
'  Stales  of  that  portion  of  the  Ploridta  hitherto 
'  under  the  Ooverumeot  of  Don  Jose  Masaot.* 
'Though  ibe  Seminole  Indians  have  been  scat- 
'  ttred,  and,  literally  so,  driTcn  and  reduced,  and  , 
'  no  longer  to  be  viewed  as  a  formidable  enemy, 
'  yet,  as  there  are  many  small  maranding  parties, 
'  supposed  to  be  concealed  In  the  swamits  of  Per* 
'  dido,Chociawluitchv,a'ndChapoaiy,  whonugbt 
'  make  occasional  and  sudden  inroads  on  opr  front- 
'  tier  settler^  massacreing  women  and  childreit, 
'  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  call  into  aervlee 
'  for  six  mouihs.  if  nol  sooner  discharged,  two 
'  companies  of  volunteer  rangers,  under  Capisini 
'  McOirt  and  Boylea,  with  instroctions  to  scout 
'  the  country  between  Ihe  Mobile  and  Appala- 
'  chicola  rivers,  exterminating  every  hostile  party 
'  who  dare  resist,  and  will  not  surrender,  and  iv- 
'  more  with  their  families,  above  tbe  31st  desreB 
'  of  latitude."  In  the  letter  of  the  26lh  of  May, 
1818,  from  QenersI  Jackson  lo  Don  Jose  Maasoi) 
commanding  the  Baraneas,  will  be  fannd  the  fol- 
lowing important  statement  of  facts:  "I  have 
'  only  to  repeat  ihat  the  Banncas  mast  be  occo- 
'  pied  by  an  American  garrison  ;  and,  aeain,  to 
'  lender  you  tbe  terms  offered,  if  amicably  sur- 
'  rendered.  Reiisiance  woald  be  a  wanton  sac- 
'  riflce  of  blood,  for  which  yon  and  your  garrison 
'  will  have  to  atone,  fou  cannot  expect  to  de- 
'  fend  yourself  successfully,  and  the  first  shot 
'  from  your  fort  must  draw  down  upon  you  the 
'  veagnnee  of  an  irritated  soldiery.    I  am  wall 
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'  adrJMdof  join  itTCDgih,  and  caoDol  but  lemark 
'  on  ibe  JDCOoaulency  of  preBUmiDg  yourself  ca- 
<  pahle  of  resisliDg  ao  armr  which  has  oooqoered 
'  ifae  lodiao  ui^et,  loo  tlioaq,  agreeablr  <o  your 
'  own  acknowledgmeDt,  lo  be  conirolled  bf  you." 

Mr.  Cbairntan,  afier  ihii  alaiemeat  of  (acts  by 
the  commandicg  Oeneral.  permit  me  to  iaquire 
wheiber  tav  member  of  tou  Committee  can  be- 
lieve thai  thib  extreme  nece^iEilr  existed,  which 
would  authorize  a  Geoeral,  io  a  ceulral  couDtiy, 
temporarily  to  teize  a  place  and  put  agarrisoa 
tbereio,  for  defeodiog hi mself  against  the  enemy, 
»  prevenliDg  him  io  bis  deaigos  of  seizing  this 
place.  What,  sir!  after  the  Indian  tribea  had 
Uwn  canquered,  with  whom  waa  the  Qeoeral 
wagiiigwarl  Not  with  Spain.  Nat  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  because  these  tribes  he  bad  sabdued 
and  conquered.  Where,  iheo,  was  the  necessiiv, 
the  ardent  and  extreme  necessity,  which  would 
biTo  justified  an  absolute  sovereign,  on  whose 
fiat  depended  war  and  peace,  in  thus  forcibly  pos- 
aewing  himself  of  these  places  and  posts  in  a 
neniral  country? 

We  ate  tolj  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Uassachnsetii,  (Mr.  HotJiES,)  that  Spain  bad 
not  maintained  faei  neutral  relations — that  she 
had  violated  her  treaty.  And  pray,^ir,  who  con- 
stituted General  Jackson  the  judge  to  decide  whe- 
ther Spain  had  ao  violated  her  treaty,  and  her 
neutral  relations  with  the  United  States,  as  lo 
furnish  to  this  Qo vern men t  Justifiable  causes  of 
war  against  her  T  Not  the  Fiesident  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Slates,  because  be  has  no  power,  no  authority, 
to  decide  the  quesiion  himself.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  had  too  many  melanchofy  evi- 
dences of  the  abuses  of  this  powei,  when  confided 
to  a  single  Executive  Magistrate,  ever  to  tmst 
their  tranquillity,  repose,  and  happiness,  lo  indi- 
vidual discretion  and  piodenee.  By  their  Con- 
stitniion  they  carefully  and  cautiously  confided 
this  great,  tins  important  power  of  declaring  war, 
to  their  Representatives — to  the  Congress  of  the 
Dnited  Slates.  Has  Geoeral  Jackson  himself 
justified  the  occupation  of  Pensacola  and  the  Bai- 
■ncas  under  that  extreme  necessity,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  nations,  dispenses  with  the 
rights  of  property,  and  justifies  the  teinporary 
seizure  of  a  post  in  a  neutral  country  1  No,  sir ; 
(be  General  had  far  different  views  when  he  en- 
tered Pensacola  and  capiured  the  fiarancas.  The 
terms  of  capiiulation  prove  itj  his  letter,  already 
referred  lo,  of  the  2d  o.f  June,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Wat,  proves  it.  Permit  me  again  lo  refer  to  that 
letter,  in  order  to  ascertain  ibe  views  and  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Geoeral.  He  certaioiy  understood 
bit  own  motives — bis  princifdes  of  policy— at 
least  as  well  as  those  who  have  attempted  to  de- 
fend bis  conduct.  In  the  letter  of  June  the  2d, 
the  General  remarks:  "The  Seminole  war  may 
'  DOW  be  considered  at  a  close,  tranquillity  again 
'  restored  to  the  sombero  froniier  of  the  Uaiied 
'  Stales,  and  as  long  as  a  cordon  of  military  posts 
'  is  maintained  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Amer- 
'  ioa  has  nothing  lo  apprehend  from  either  foreign 
'  or  Indian  bosiilities.  Captain  Gadsden  is  in- 
'  structed  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  neceasary  de* 


fences  of  the  country,  aa  far  as  the  military  i^ 
iDoissaoce*  will  permit,  accompanied  with 


'  works  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  erected,  to  give 
'  permanent  security  to  this  iroporiant  territorial 
'  addition  to  our  Republic."  I  appeal  to  the  can- 
dor  of  gentlemen  to  say,  with  what  view  Pensa- 
cola and  BarancBs  were  forcibly  occopied.  Was 
it  to  prevent  the  enemy  (the  Seminole  Indiani, 
the  Red  Slicks,  and  the  negro  brigands)  in  hit 
design  of  seizing  these  places  ;  or  of  enabling  the 
General  to  defend  himself  against  the  enemyl 
The  Indian  tribes  were  conquered.  The  General 
himself  exultiogly  speaks  of  his  conquest — of  tike 
important  territorial  addition  to  our  Republic— 
and  points  out  lo  the  Secretary  of  War  thefa- 
lure  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates;  treats  as  visionary  the  idea  of  fortifying 
an  imaginary  line  on  the  31st  degree  of  latitude, 
in  a  wilderness;  and  proposes  to  maintain  a  cor- 
don of  military  posls  along  the  Goif  of  Mexico. 
Was  this  war,  sir  1  Was  it  war  against  Spain  1 
It  was;  it  must  be  considered  as  war.  It  waa  the 
application  of  military  force,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  conquests  of  towns  and  military  posts  of 
the  Spanish  Government  io  Florida.  Has  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  the  Conatitu- 
liooal  authority  to  wage  war  with  the  view  to 
conqoestl  I  must  bepermiiled  to  donbc.  I  pre- 
sume it  will  not  be  pretended,  tbat  either  Gene- 
ral Jackson  or  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  the  Constitutional  right  to  wa^e  war,  for  (he 
purpose  of  making  territorial  additions  to  our  Re 

f'Ublie.  The  President  of  the  United  Stales  haa 
iirnished  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  (be 
opinion  which  be  entertains  on  tbesabiect  of  hia 
powers  lo  place  the  United  Slates  in  a  belligereDt 
attitude  with  foreien  nations.  We  find,  in  all  the 
orders  from  the  War  Department,  the  most  cata- 
liuus  circumspection ;  the  most  apnareni  relucl- 
ance  to  authorize  the  march  of  tne  American 
forces  into  Florida;  the  most  positive  iojunctiom 
to  respect  the  Spanish  authorities.  This  use  of 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  Stales,  for  (he 
purpose  of  conquest- of  making  important  terri- 
torial additions  to  our  Republic — must  be  viewed 
as  an  act  of  war  against  Spain,  and,  in  that  view, 
must  be  considered  as  an  usurpation  of  the  pow> 
ers  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales— aa  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
We  are  informed  by  the  honorable  gentlemui 
from  Mass..  (Mr.  Holmeb,)  that  the  I  rial  and  axe* 
cution  of  Atbuthaot  and  Ambriiler  is  the  great 
subject  of  dispute.  I  differ  from  the  honorable 
genilemaa  ;  I  consider  the  execution  of  these  mis- 
creanls,  as  ihey  have  been  called,  as  but  the  frag* 
meat  of  the  great  subject  in  dispute.  It  is  theusur- 
pation  of  power,  the  violation  of  ibe  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  the  waging  of  war  against 
a  nation  with  which  we  were  at  peace,  that  I 
consider  as  presenting  the  question  most  inter- 
esiiog  to  the  people  ofibe  United  Slates.  What, 
sir,  was  the  cautious  and  deliberate  course  pursued 
by  the  Executive  Magistrate  of  the  United  Siatea, 
at  a  former  period  of  our  history,  on  a  subject 
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vtuch  might  lavolte  tke  neiwM  of  tighti  ^ro' 
Mtl;  belonging  (o  ihe  Congteu  of  the  Uaitec 
Suiei  7  Id  the  fur  179^  the  QoTeinmeDt  of' 
tbe  Uniled  Stales  wm  eognged  in  an  Indian  war. 
The  British  QoremDieDt  btd  retained,  oonlraif 
to  the  Treaty  of  1783,  the  posU  of  Detroit  and 
Mackinac.  The  OoKroor  of  Cmada  erected 
a  militarr  post  forty-five  miles  withi 
knowUdgca  limits,  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes. 
From  these  seteral  posts  the  Indians  were  reg- 
ularly supplied  with  provisions,  and  tbe  muai 
■    isofwar.    The  or      ' '--'^ 


maatler,  Qeneral  Wayne,  should    post 
hold — not  the  tiro  former  potts,  which  i 


sol- 


Slates,  but  thelaller,  onlhe  Viamiof  iheLakes, 
which  had  been  lortuoasly  erected,  and  in  vjola- 
tioD  of  the  principles  of  justice  and  of  law,  was 
by  ibe  Cabinet  unanimously  decided  in  the  nesa- 
tire,  unless  the  taking  of  this  post  became  inais- 
Mnsabte  to  the  operations  of  the  army.  Qenera 
Washington  and  Mr.  Jefferson  were  members  ol 
the  Cabinet.  I  ba*e  in  my  eye  an  honorabl< 
friend  fiom  Ohio,  from  whom  1  obtained  this 
statement.  He  will  correct  me  if  I  am  inaccurate. 
This,  perhaps,  may  be  considered  as  a  case  of 
extreme  delicacy.  Perhaps  I  should  myself  hare 
decided  diffetenily.  It,  Itowever,  shows  with 
what  care  and  circumspection  the  patriots  and 
autesmen  of  former  limes  aroided  the  exercise 
of  doubtful  right*— how  determined  they  were 
not  (o  usurp  powers  which,  by  the  Consiituiion, 
had  been  rested  in  tbe  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  We  aie  admoQished  of  the  delicacy  of 
oar  situation  in  making  this  inTestigalion,  in 
refeaence  to  our  existing  negotiations  and  differ- 
fluces  with  tbe  Spanish  QoTernmenl.    Spain, 

5 cor,  imbecile,  miserable,  and  degraded,  as  she 
as  been  represented — she  has  nothing  to  do 
with  in?est^tioQs  between  the  Goreroment  of 
tik«  United  Stales  and  our  oflteen.  It  is  not  in 
accordance  with  her  policy,  nor  in  acquiescence 
(o  her  views  or  demands  that  this  inquiry  is 
made.  Spain  has  given  to  us  the  most  abundant 
and  justifiable  causes  of  war.  For  one.  when* 
eTer  the  question  of  war  with  Spain  shall  be 
conatituiionally  submitted  to  me,  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  act  efficiently  ou  the  subject.  But,  sir, 
what  has  been  the  situation  of  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States  ?  Al  the  very  moment  that 
&  negotiation  was  goin^  on  at  this  place,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  President  of  ihe  United  States, 
with  Don  Oais,  General  Jackson,.at  the  head  of 


SD  American  army,  was  forciblypossessing  I 
self  of  the  cODnlry,  capturing  St.  Marks 
Fensacols,  entering,  at  Ihe  head  of  his  victorious 


and  conquering  army,  the  Barancas;  making 
the  "important  territorial  addition  to  our  Re- 
public." I  ask  if  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
commandiDg  General,  in  violation  of  his  orders, 
wsa  not  calculated  to  produce  some  embarrass- 
ment to  the  President  of  the  United  States  1  If 
it  was  not  calculated  to  produce  some  slight  effecl 
in  the  pending  negotiation  1  And  bow,  sir,  is 
this  violation— tti is  prostration  of  the  Spanish 
authorities  in  Fieiiaa,  justified?    By  that  ex- 


treme necessity  laid  down  by  Vaitel— by  the 
writers  on  national  law?  No,  sir,  it  is  justified 
by  Ihe  same  principles,  the  same  reasoning  resort- 
ed to  by  the  British  Government  lo  justify  the 
capture  of  the  Danish  fleet.  The  British  Qovern- 
ment  proclaimed  to  the  world,  that  it  was  not 
from  hosiiiiiy  to  Denmark,  but  merely  lo  prevent 
Ibe  fleet  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  Bonaparte, 
of  the  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  ibat  she  had  taken 
possession  of  ibis  QeeL  It  was  with  the  view  to 
secure  America,  by  establishing  and  maintaining 
a  cordon  of  military  posts,  along  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  from  foreign  oi  Indian  hostilities,  to 
make  an  "important  territorial  addition  to  our 
Kepublicj"  ihat  General  Jackson  made  his  con- 
quests in  Florida.  The  capture  of  St.  Marks  is 
as  unjustifiable  as  the  conquest  already  referred 
lo.  The  commandant  of  that  post  made  every 
submission,  tendered  everything  which  it  was  in 
his  power  to  ofier,  short  of  committing  treason 
against  his  Government.  To  General  Jackson 
be  gave  a  solemn  pledge  that  he  would  avail 
himself  of  Ihe  earliest  opportunity  lo  obtain  per- 
mission from  Ihe  competent  authority  lo  suireo- 
der  ihe  post;  in  the  mean  lime,  be  proposed  to 
the  General  to  station  a  corps  of  bis  troops  in 
the  vieiniiy  of  the  post,  to  co-operate,  if  neces- 
sary, in  its  defence  against  Ibe  Indians  and  ne- 
groes. Tbispropositjon  wasspuroed.  St.Marka 
lurnished  a  convenient  depot.  Another  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations  has  beep  relied  on  to  furnish 
the  apology  or  justiflcation  for  these  conquests. 
Vattel,page  413,  speaking  of  neutral  nations  lays 
it  down  that  they  are  "  not  to  afford  retreat  te 
troopiL  thai  they  may  again  attack  their  enemies." 
This  doctrine  certainly  does  not  apply  to  a  flying, 
scattered,  broken,  beaten  enemy — flying  from 
death  and  destruction,  but,  to  an  enemy  retreat- 
ing with  the  view  to  recommence  the  aiUck. 
Let  gentlemen  beware  that  they  do  not  push  this 
doctrine  loo  far.  How  many  unfortunate  French- 
men have  been  compelled  to  fly  from  Ihe  ceilain 
destruction  which  awaited  tbem  in  Europe,  and 
to  seek  an  asylum  on  our  peaceful  shores,  under 
our  mild,  free,  and  happy  form  of  Government? 
Would  the  allies  have  the  tight  to  pursue  tbem 
here,  and,  on  refusal  lo  surrender  ihem,  lo  make 
war  upon  us  ?    I  should  humbly  conceive  not. 

I  proceed  lo  examine  into  tbe  propriety  of  Ihe 
course  pursued  on  the  trial  and  execution  of  Ar- 
buthnol  and  Amhrister.  It  is  laid  down  by  Vall^i, 
p.  416:  "An  enemy  not  to  be  killed  after  ceasing 
'  to  resist."  In  tbe  same  page:  "A  particular  caae 
excepted.  Yei,  as  a  prince  or  his  general  has 
'  a  rigm  of  sacrificing  ihe  life  of  bis  enemies  to 
'  his  safety,  and  that  of  his  men,  if  he  is  engaged 
'  with  an  inhuman  enemy,  who  frequently  com- 
mits enormities,  he  appears  lo  have  a  right  of 
refusing  life  lo  some  of  the  prisoners  he  may 
lake,  and  of  treating  them  as  bis  were  treaiedj 
but  Scipio's  generosity  is  rather  to  be  imitated. 
Did  Arbuihnot  and  Ambrister  come  within  the 
particular  exception  1  I  beg  aiteniioo  to  the  care- 
lui  and  particular  manner  in  which  ibis  distin- 
guished writer  lays  down  this  important  prinot' 
pie.    The  prince,  for  his  own  aaftiy,  appear*  t« 
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htTb  the  risht  to  fake  the  life  of  hi*  priioaer. 
The'  geaenl,  for  hi«  own  Mfely,  snJ  that  of  bis 
men,  tpp»rs  to  bare  the  right  lo  take  the  life  of 
bis  prisoner.  This  iiamaDfe  auihor  aeeins  dit- 
pmed  to  guard  this  daogeroas  priaciple  aa  ettec 
laallyts  possible.  It  nretenis  two  distinct  prop* 
oBltioni.  The  ^eaeral,  when  in  the  field,  at  a 
diatinee  from  bra  Ooreranieat,  when  his  safety 
and  that  of  bis  men  reqaire  it,  appears  {in  the 
words  of  ibe  aatbor)  to  have  the  right  to  take  the 
life  of  his  priioner.  To  justify  the  general  in 
exereiilHg  ibis  high  and  impotteal  power  of  de- 
nying tORn  HDfortoDMe  capiire  life,  the  safety  of 
the  general  and  bis  tnea  must  really  reiiulre  the 
sacrifice.  I  can  scarceljr  betiere  that  it  will  be 
pretended  that  the  safety:  of  ihe  QeneTai  or  his 
meD  required  the  ezeeation  of  these  prisoners. 
Did  then  the  safety  of  the  Prince  (that  ' 


npon  the  altar  of  public  »fety — to  bold  them  np 
as  a  lenibte  example  to  future  insiigators  and 
abettors  of  Indian  wars?  If  so,  their  fate  should 
iiav«  been' referred  to  the  people;  that  is,  to  their 
reptesentatiTes — to  the  Coogtns  of  the  United 
States.  The  commanding  Qeneral  bad  no  right, 
no  authority',' to  decide  the  qnesiion  whether  the 
saKty of  thepeople required  the  aacrifice of  these 
captEna.  We  are  totd — and  very  serioiisly  told 
— tfatt  this  ezeention  of  prisoneta  may  be  jnsii- 
fied  on  ihe  principles  «f  retaliation.  What,  retal- 
iate the  cruelties  and  shocking  barbarities  of 
BtTa^s!  Noit  preeisefy  that  sort  of  retaliation. 
Ton  cxeeate  ibaJTidoals,  not  under  the  luthority 
of  the  law  of  niiiions.  during  ibe  continnance  of 
^ikt-.  tniTtDg  giren  notice  to  the  enemy  of  the 
[MiTtienltr  atiti  of  inhumanity  which  yoQ  mean 
to  retaliate;  not  for  the  purpose  of  pnnisbing, 
tbrangk  these  individuals,  ihe  nation  with  wbieh 
ibey  are  idenilflecl  and  figbling,  bat  to  punish 
theni,  a»  indiriduals,  for  their  Crimea— the  crimes 
<^  atdfog  ami  nbeiiing  and  iDstigaiiog  Indian 
tHbes  to  war  \fpm  ns;  not  as  an  eiample  to  op- 
erate t)n  nations,  bm  on  indiridaals.  Andtreare 
seritniBly  and  gravely  inrormed,  by  honorable 
{rentlcmen,tbat  an  American  General  has  ant bor- 
iiy  to  ezecDte  iudividaals  for  individual  oflences, 
as  a  waratBg  to  other  indtviduaU,  withoni  the 
fern  of  trial,  and  even  contrary  to  the  sentence 
of  the  cODvt,  detailed  by  the  Oencial  himself,  for 
the  putpose  of  trving  the  offenders.  It  is  a  doc- 
trfoe  nRnpported  by  precedent  and  law,  and  is 
dMeking  td  the  princijHes  of  hnmaniiy.  It  may 
b«  said,  as  it  ifks  remarked  the  otfaer  dav  by  a 

Sntletnan  fVom  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson,;  that 
Is  is  a  sympathy  for  mitcresnts — a  sympathy 
retailing  from  morbid  sensibiliiy— a  sympathy 
for  Btitisb  subjects.  It  is  not  so,  Mr-  Chairman. 
I  Iwve  no  sympathy  for  British  subjects.  When 
r  look  at  yoo  ruin,  (pointing  to  the  Capitol ;) 
when  1  recollect  the  massacre  at  tbe  river  Raisin, 
FreDChtoWn,  and  mairy  other  places  in  the  Uni- 
ted Btatee,  daring  Ihe  late  war,  I  recognise  in  the 
late  British  forcea  an  enemy  not  less  cruel  and 
savage  than  tbe  Seminole  Indians — tbe  outlawed 
Red  Stinks.    Aetsof  Wanton  and  shocking  cru- 


elty] occur  to  mcj  at  Wbieft  my  soal  ajckeas,  a*d- 
wbicb  I  should  have  rejoiced  to  see  retaliaied  oft 
(he  most  distf nguished^offieer  in  the  British- army. 
What  has  been  the  opinion,  as  deliberately  ex- 
pressed by  this  Qoveronient,  on  the  sDbjeel  of 
retaliaiion  1  Did  the  highest  officer  in  (his  Qoin 
ernment,  daring  the  late  war — (he  Commander-iii- 
Chief  of  your  Array-^the  President  of  the  United 
Slates-^coosidev  hiniaelf  vested  with  authority 
loreialiale  tbe  acts  of  cruelty  perpetrated  by  the 
enemy,  or  those  threatened?  The  answer  will 
be  furnished  by  ref^ring  to  the  act  of  CongresB, 
passed  daring  that  war,  for  the  ezpreM  purpose 
of  auihorizjog  the  President  (o  retaliate.  What 
has  been,  since  the  period  of  our  indepeodenoe, 


been  a  policy  tempered  by  mercy,  brightened  by 
"eneroslty,  and  ameliorated  by  Gbristianity-? 
Have  we  been  constantly  engaged  in  (be  humane 
work  of  civilizing  (hem— of  sending  emissaries 
among  them  to  preach  the  gospd— to  distribttPd 
the  copies  of  the  Bible  collected  by  differeot 
societies  7  Is  this  policy  to  be  soddenly  changed: 
under  the  auspices  of  General  Jackson?  Shall 
we,  at  the  close  of  a  war  of  extermination,  go 
throogh  the  ceremony  of  appointiog  committees 
to  meet  members  from  tbe  Society  of  Friends,  to 
devise  tbe  means  of  civilizing  (his  anfortunaie, 
misguided,  and  deluded  race  of  beings?  Saeh 
committees  hare  been  appointed  during  the  pres- 
ent session.  I  have  seen  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  Friends  giving  their  willing  attendanfte. 
fiat  Arbntfanoi  and  Ambiisler  were  Christlaii 
lavages ;  they  were  worse  than  the  Indians  ;  they 
were  tbe  exciters  and  instigators  of  the  vrar ;  they 
deserved  death.  In  a  moral  point  of  view,  I  admt 
that  the  instigator  to  acts  or  wickedness,  and  of 
dark,  malignant,  and  criminal  character,  is  worse 
than  the  actor.  Tbe  question  recun.  Had  the 
Oeneral,  on  his  own  authority,  without  trial,  and 
against  the  sentence  of  the  court,  the  right  to 
take  the  life  of  his  prisoner — a  prisoner  com* 
pletely  In  his  power — from  whose  hands  the 
weapons  of  death— the  tomahawk  and  the  sealp^ 
ing  knife— had  been  stricken?  Were  these  men, 
according  to  any  known  principle  of  tbe  law  of 
nations,  eubjeet  to  any  other  or  different  treat- 
ment than  tbe  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  nation 
with  which  they  had  IdentiQed  tbemselrCs,  and 
by  whose  sides  they  were  fighting  ?  Most  cer- 
tainly not.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusells 
(Mr.  HoLUEBJlia)  made  a  strong  appeal  to  onr 
teelings.  He  has  painted,  in  glowing  colors,  the 
mnrdera  and  crndlies  which  hare  been  perpe- 
trated  on  our  innocent  and  unoffending  citizensj 
on  onr  Sonthern  frontier.  No  man  can  listen  to 
the  descriptions  of  the  murders  perpetrated  ot 
infantine  weakness — on  innocent  and  unprotected 
females — without  feeling  his  blood  curdle,  and 
return  with  chilling  hoiror  to  bis  heart.  May 
not  (he  honorable  gentleman  be  mistaken  in  (be 
effects  produced  by  hts  picture? 

■'  ASKtion  bonnd  it  to  bii  heart ; 
AabltioB  tore  the  link*  ^^ Mt." 
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Wbf  this  efitrt  to  excite  our  e  iwi  passim  ? 
Why  Ibis  ipiMiil  to  aorfMlinj^sT  Woald  Koy 
faODorable,  highmiaded  rAan— who  felt  himaelf 
Jtntified~vho  had  the  law  on  one  hand,  and  jus- 
tiee  oA  ifae  other,  sloop  te  solieii  yoar  ptty  ?  No, 
■tr,  pity  is  too  nearly  allied  lo  another  pauion  to 
be  gialeftll  to  ihe  gallant  and  the  hishminded. 
When  gentlemen  point  me  lo  the  bleeaiog  scalps 
of  my  coaDltfinea— their  mangled  and  ttlll 
Ueedins  wounds— and  talk  lo  me  abodt  the  law 
of  relauation,  and  represent  it  as  mercy  to  resort 
to  it,  I  lell  ibem  they  are  misiakea ;  that  ibey 
ajipCKl  to  stroD|rer  feelJQtts;  that  it  is  rerenge, 
which  they  bsTe  mistaken  for  what  they  term 
bnmane  and  merciful  relaltatioo.  Permit  me  to 
iatite  the  alientioa  of  ibe  Cnmmiltee  to  that 
highly  finished  apecimeo  of  diplomacy,  which 
baa  called  forth  so  many  eulogiams,  and  so  jnsily, 
too,  from  Ihe  editors  of  newspapers — Secretary 
Adams's  letter  lo  our  Minister  at  Madrid ;  which 
h«s  been  published  lon^  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress;  i(  my 
memory  does  not  decelTe  me,  about  tbe  38lh  of 
TfoTember.  Does  that  letter  amonnt  to  a  com- 
plete JQsliScaiioD  of  the  whole  coarse  pursued  by 
Qeneral  Jackaon  in  tbe  prosecution  of  tbe  war 
against  the  Seminole  Indians?  I  will  no!  at- 
tempt to  draw  the  conclusion ;  because  this  hon- 
orable Committee  is  infinitely  more  capable  of 
BTl-iring  at  a  correct  conclosion  than  lam.  But, 
sit,  there  is  one  part  of  that  letter  which  excites 
mr  most  serious  atieniion.  It  is  the  threat  con- 
tained in  that  letter,  that,  unless  the  Spanish 
QoTernment  maintains  more  completely  her  neti' 
iral  relations,  and  obserrea  with  better  faith  her 
treaty,  that  those  posta  in  Florida  will  be  retaken 
and  held ;  that  tney  wilt  not  again  be  sntren- 
dered.  The  letter  is  published  for  the  benefit  of 
Itie  people  of  the  United  States.  Tbe  declara- 
tion or  threat  is  not  that  this  Oorcrnment  will 
declare  war  against  Spain,  and  seize  upon  iheie 
posts  by  way  of  indemnity,  bat  that  they  will  be 
retaken  and  held.  The  honorable  Secretaty  has 
not  conmlted  Congress  on  Ibe  subject.  The  act 
ia  to  be  performed  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
or  upon  the  responsibility  of  the  BvKuiive 
branch  of  the  Oovcmment.  I  pas^  on  to  the 
eorrespondence  between  Qeneral  Jackson  and  the 
OoTemorof  Qeorgia.  This  correspondence  pre- 
sent* to  my  mind  a  most  melancholy  picture. 
On  the  7th  of  May,  1818,  Qenerat  Jackson  ad- 
dressed a  letter  10  Qoremor  Rabun,  in  which 
will  be  found  Ihe  singalar  and  bold  declaration, 
tbat  "Ton,  sir,  as  Governor  of  a  Slate,  hare  no 
rigbl  to  eive  a  military  order  while  I  am  in  the 
fletd."  Have  the  Stale  aothoTitin  thus  early 
dwindled  into  insignificance  1  I  recollect,  when 
we  fitiE  went  inio  Commiltee  of  Ihe  whole 
HoQie,  on  the  snbject  now  before  us,  some  diffi- 
culty arose  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  bringing 
ioiofull  and  free  discussioQ  all  tbe  questions  con- 
neclcd  with  the  Seminole  war.  Ad  honorable 
member  from  Yi^inia  (Mr.  Smttb)  offered 
retolaiioD  of  thanks  to  ueneral  Jackson^  by  way 

qf  snb  ■         '      '  '  "'  ' 
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etolaiioD  of  lhan£  lo  ueneral  Jackson,  by  way 
t  substitute  for  the  reaolution  repoHed  Dj;  the 
dWtaty  Committee.    I  would  ask  wbether  it  be 


for  tbe  trntoMnt  of  the  Goteraor  of  Ch«i*ii 
that  Ibis  honorable  member  propDsee  to  obtiin 
from  this  House  a  vote  of  thanksl    Have  we 


tary  districts,  composed  of  two  or  -more  Slalta, 
ana' the  placing  of  these  divisions  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Generals  of  the  Army  of  thft 
United  States,  ipto  faeta  repeals  ibe  ctmstlttr- 
iQlions  of  the  several  Stales  and  their  laws: 
That,  the  moment  the  Major  General  takes  the 
field,  even  in  a  war  aninsi  Indians  and  Hegr« 
brigands,  the  lips  of  the  sereral  Gorernors,  and' 
the  peope  of  ihe'States  composing  tbe  divirioD, 
are  lDbesealed,ind  att  their  powers,  even  of  tel^ 
defence,  to  be  aiM[)ended?  If  so,  for  one,  I  am 
disposed  to  get  rid  immediatelv  of  yonr  siandln|r 
Army.  Sir,  the  doctrine  is  fraught  with  lb* 
most  dangerous  catseqnenoes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  thus  (I  feAr,  in  a  dis- 
jointed manner,)  presehted  to  the  Commiltee  my 
views  on  the  interesting  questions  under  coosl^ 
eratiOD.  I  have  attempted,  bjr  fair  and  dispars- 
sionaie  argnmeni,  lo  prove  ibe  propriety  and  ibe 
policy  of  adopting  tbe  several  resolutions  on 
your  table.  How  far  I  have  succeeded  will  he 
for  the  Committee  to  decide.  When  the  publlo 
feeling  shall  be  sobered  by  the  passing  wings  of 
time ;  when  the  calm,  slow  ivy  shall  hare  leisare^ 
lo  wreathe  the  son  green  of  its  melancholy  over 
tbe  tombs  of  tbe  present  acton  on  the  btisy  thea- 
tre of  public  life,  these  acts,  these  preeedeMs,- 
will,  by  posterity,  be  regarded  in  a  light » ery  df^ 
ferent  from  that  in  Which  we  view  them.  That 
the  calamities  likely  to  flow  fh)m  these  bold  fiK 
vaslons  of  the  Conslimiion  and  laws  of  the  couiH' 
try  may  be  averted  from  fatnre  generations,  I 
most  fervently  pray  lo  God. 

Mr.  HaSaisoif  entered  iatoAme  ex^naiioni' 
toaching  the  prtKeediogs  of  Oeaeral  Wayne,  lU' 
the  war  of  1793,  agftinst  the  Norlbwcaurn  In- 
dians, which  had  been  referred  to  in  debate. 

The  Committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 
(who  intimated  his  wish  to  express  his  views  or 
the  snbject,)  rose,  and  reported  progress. 


WEDKtBDAT,  January  20. 

Mr.  BlflsaTT  attbtnhted  tbe  feUowiag  renbt- 

tiion,  which  was  read  and  okl«ed  to  be  on  the 


Vam^Bti,  That  the  rales  Ibr  the  ai 
•ens  within  the  hall  of  this  Honae  be  saapandeddat 
riBK  the  prcMnt  debate,  so  that  the  Speakn  m^ 
admit  witnin  flu  hall  odten  than  tboae  ineladad 
within  the  same. 

An  engroesed  bill,  emitted  "An  act  alloWiag 
farther  time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  loeatinr 
of  military  land  warrants,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  Spb&ker  laid  before  the  Hone  a  letter 
from  the  Secreuty  of  tbe  Trearary,  iransmitiing 


HISTOEY  OF  0OHaEB88. 


032 


War, 


Jakdabt,  1310. 


THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  afciiD  rnolved  itself  ioto  a  Com- 

millee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uoion, 

iUr.  PtTKiN  in  tbe  Chair,)  od  the  reporE  of  the 
lililary  Committee,  diMpproring  (he  trial  and 
eiecutioQ  of  Arbuihnol  aed  Ambriiter,  wilb  the 
ameodmeDts  proposed  i  hereto. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  loee.  In  rising  to  ad- 
dress yoD,  sir,  said  he,  on  ihe  very  inleresting  sob- 
1 'est  which  now  engigei  tbe  attention  of  Congress, 
mnst  be  tllowed  to  uy,  that  all  iDfereaees,  drawn 
from  tbe  coarse  which  it  will  be  my  painful  duly 
10  take  in  this  diseuEsioa,  of  unfriendliness  to 
either  ibe  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country^  or  to 
ihe  illDsinons  military  chieflaio,  whose  opera- 
tions are  under  investigation,  wilt  be  wholly  nn- 
fonnded.  Towards  that  disiingnithed  Captain, 
who  hai  shed  so  much  glory  on  out  country, 
whose  renown  oonsiiiutes  so  great  a  portion  of  its 
moral  property,  1  neret  had,  I  never  can  have, 
any  other  feelings  than  those  of  ibe  most  profound 
reepect,  and  of  the  uimosi  kindness.  With  bi 
my  acquainiance  is  rety  limited,  bat,  so  far  as  .. 
hiu  extended,  it  has  been  of  the  most  amicable 
kind.  I  know,  said  Mr.  C,  the  motires  which 
have  been,aDd  which  will  again  be, attributed  to 
me,  in  regard  to  the  other  exalted  personasa  allu- 
ded to.  They  have  been,  and  will  be,  unfounded. 
I  bare  no  interest,  other  than  that  of  seeing  the 
Cftncerns  of  my  country  well  and  happily  admin- 
lilered.  It  is  infinitely  more  gratifying  to  behold 
the  prosperity  of  my  country  adrancing,  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  meaiurea  adopted  to  promote  it, 
iban  it  would  be  to  expose  the  errors  which  may 
be  coramilied,  if  there  be  any,  in  the  conduct  of 
iiU  affiiirs.  Mr.  C.  said,  little  as  had  been  his 
experience  in  public  life,  it  had  been  sufficient 
to  leach  htm,  that  the  most  bumble  station  is 
surrounded  br  difficulties  and  embarrassments. 
Rather  than  throw  obstructions  in  tbe  way  of  the 
President,  he  would  precede  him,  and  pick  out 
those,  if  he  could,  which  mifbt  jostle  him  iu  bis 
ftttgttn — he  would  sympaibize  with  him  in  bis 
eniMrtassments,  and  commiserate  with  him  in 
his  misfortunes.  It  was  true,  that  it  had  been 
hii  mortification  to  differ  wlih  that  gentleman  on 
MTcral  occasions.  He  might  be  agam  reluctantly 
ecHnpelled  to  differ  with  bim;1>Dt  be  wonid, 
with  the  uimoii  sincerity,  assure  the  Committee, 
thai  he  had  formed  no  resolution,  come  under  no 
engagements,  and  that  he  nerer  would  form  any 
Tesoluiioo,  or  contract  any  engagement,  for  sys- 
tematic opposition  to  bis  Administiaiion,  or  to 
that  of  any  other  Chief  Magistrate. 

Mr.  C.  begged  leave  further  (o  premise,  thai 
Ibe  subject  under  consideration  presented  two 
distinct  aspects,  susceptiMe,  in  his  judgment,  of 
the  most  clear  and  precise  discrimination.  The 
one  he  would  call  its  foreign,  the  oiher  its  domes- 
tie,  aspect.  In  regard  to  the  first,  he  would  say, 
that  he  approved  entirely  of  the  oondoci  of  bia 
OoTernmeni,  and  that  Spain  had  no  cause  of  CO tu- 
\kuM.    Having  violaiea  an  important  siipulatign 


of  the  treaty  of  1795,  that  Power  had  j  astir  •■■^ 
jecteil  herself  to  all  the  consequences  wkieh  en- 
sued upon  the  entry  into  her  dominions,  utd  it 
belonged  not  to  her  to  complain  of  thoee  measura 
which  resulted  from  her  preach  of  contract ;  still 
lesc  had  she  a  right  to  examine  into  tbe  cOBsidei> 
ations  connecteti  with  Ihe  domestic  aspect  of  tU 
subject.  "^ 

What  were  the  propositions  before  the  Cota- 
mitteel  The  Brst  in  order  was  ihat  reported  by 
Ihe  Military  Committee,  which  asserts  the  disap- 
probation of  this  House  of  the  proceedings  in  tat 
trial  and  execution  of  Arbuihnot  and  Ambrialer. 
Tbe  secood,  being  the  first  contained  in  the  jaa- 
posed  amendment,  was  the  consequence  of  that 
disapprobation,  and  contemplates  i he  passage  of 
a  law  10  prohibit  the  execution  hereafter  of  any 
captive,  taken  by  the  army,  without  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President.  The  third  ptopositiiMt  was, 
thai  tbe  House  disapproves  of  Ihe  forcible  leixan 
of  the  Spanish  posts,  as  contrary  to  orders^  and  ia 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  The  foorlh  propo- 
sition, as  Ihe  result  of  the  last,  is,  that  alaw  shoald 
pass  to  prohibit  the  march  of  Ibe  army  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  any  corps  of  it,  into  any  foreiga 
territory,  without  the  previous  authorizaiioa  of 
Congress,  except  it  be  in  fresh  pursuit  of  a  de- 
feated enemy.  The  first  and  third  were  general 
propositions,  declaring  the  sense  of  the  House  ia 
r^ard  to  Ihe  evils  pointed  out;  and  the  second 
and  fourth  proposed  ihe  Legislative  remedies 
iigainst  Ihe  recurrence  of  those  evils. 

It  would  be  at  once  perceived,  Mr.  C.  said,  by 
this  simple  statement  of  ihe  ptopositiona,  thai  ne 
other  censure  was  proposed  against  General  Jack- 
son himself,  ihan  what  was  merely  conseqaeatia/. 
His  name  even  did  not  appear  in  any  one  of  the 
resolutions.  The  Legislature  of  the  coaniryj  in 
reviewing  the  state  of  (he  Uniouj  and  consideting 
Ihe  events  which  have  transpired  since  ils  last 
meeting,  finds  that  particular  occurrences,  of  the 
greatest  moment,  in  many  respecl%  had  lakes 
place  near  our  Southern  border.  He  would  add, 
that  ihe  House  had  not  sought,  fay  any  oKcloiu 
interference  with  the  dnties  of  the  fiKCcutive,  to 
gain  jurisdiction  over  this  matter.  The  Pren- 
denl,  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  aeesioD, 
communicated  the  very  information  on  which  it 
is  proposed  to  act.  He  would  ask,  for  what  par- 
pose  1  That  we  should  fold  our  arms,  and  yield 
a  lacU  acquieKence,  even  if  we  supposed  thai  in- 
formation  disclosed  alarming  events,  not  merety 
as  it  regards  the  peace  of  the  country,  but  in  re- 
spect to  its  coasliiution  and  character?  Impos- 
sible. In  communicating  these  papers,  and  v^ 
untarily  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  Um 
subject,  the  President  must  himself  have  intendol 
that  we  should  apply  any  remedy  that  we  might 
be  able  to  devise.  Having  the  subject  thus  r^ 
niarly  and  fairly  before  us,  and  proposing  merdy 
to  collect  Ihe  sense  of  ibe  House  upon  cenaia 
important  transactions  which  it  discloses,  with 
Ihe  view  to  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  may  he 
demanded  by  ihe  public  interest,  he  repeated,  ihat 
there  was  no  censure  anywhere,  except  snch  as 
was  siricily  consequential  upon  our  legislaiive  a«- 
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lion.  The  sappcMilioD  of  ererr  newtair,  bsving 
for  ils  object  to  picvent  ihe  neatreact  of  evil,  is, 
'  (hsE  something  bas  tuppeoed  vhicb  ou|[ht  aoi  lo 
hare  taken  place,  and  do  other  thsa  thii  indirect 
■ort  of  censure  woQld  flov  from  the  reaolntiona 
before  the  Commiliee. 

HsTiog  thus  giveo  bis  view  bf  tbe  natare  and 
character  of  the  pTopositiooi  under  eoniideration, 
Ur.  C  said  be  was  far  from  intimatiDg.  ihal  it 
was  not  bis  purpose  to  go  into  a  full,  a  free,  and 
a  thorough  in ves ligation  of  the  facts  and  of  the 
principles  of  law,  public,  municipal,  and  Consii- 
lutional,  involved  in  them.  Aod,  whilst  he  irosted 
be  shoald  speak  with  the  decornm  due  to  tbe  dis- 
tiogniibed  officers  of  the  OoTernmeat,  whose  pro- 
ceedings were  to  be  examined,  he  should  exercise 
Ihe  indepeodeace  which  belonged  to  him  as  a  rep- 
Teseolative  of  (he  people,  in  freeljr  and  fully  buI>- 
mitting  his  aeotimenls. 

Id  noticing  the  painful  iDcid«nis  of  this  war, 
it  was  impossible  not  to  inquire  into  its  origin. 
He  feared  that  would  be  found  lo  be  tbe  famous 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  concluded  in  August,  1814 ; 
and  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Chairman 
that  tbe  Clerk  might  read  cerlalo  parts  of  thai 
treaty.  [The  CleiK  of  the  House  having  accord- 
ingly read  as  requested,  Mr.  C.  proceeded.*]    He 


*  Tbe  puHige*  read  by  the  Clerk  wire  a«  ibilowa : 
"  Wberei*  an  nnprovtAed,  inhnman,  and  nngninuT 
war,  wiged  bj  tbe  boetile  Crwka  aninit  the  Dnilad 
States,  hath  bean  repelled,  pioeecated,  and  detennined, 
■neccMfnlly  on  the  part  of  tbe  said  Blalei,  in  coofbnn- 
ily  with  piinciplcs  of  national  jastiee  and  honorable 
mi&re ;  and  wbereii  conndeiaUon  is  dne  to  the  rec- 
titnde  of  proceeding  dictated  by  ioitructioiu  relalios 
to  the  le-eatabliihment  of  peace  j  be  it  remeinbcied, 
that,  prior  to  the  cononest  of  (bit  part  of  the  Creek 
nation,  hoatite  to  the  United  State*,  numbeilcH  »g- 
KTcuioni  bad  been  committed  againat  tbe  peace,  tbe 
prnieity,  and  the  livei,  of  dlizeni  of  the  United  Btatea 
and  thoee  of  tbe  Creek  nation  in  amity  with  her, 
at  the  mouth  of  Dock  riTer,  Port  Mfanms,  and  elee- 
wbere,  contrary  to  natianal  faitb,  and  the  regard  due 
,  to  an  article  of  Ibe  tnaty  concluded  at  New  Tork  in 
tbe  year  ITSO,  between  the  two  nations  ;  that  the 
United  Slataf,  pretiona  to  the  perpetration  of  such 
onliageB,  did,  in  order  to  iniare  futnre  emit*  and  eon- 
ootd  between  the  Cieek  nation  and  the  said  Blatea,  in 
conformity  with  tbe  stipnlatioiu  of  former  treaties, 
folfil,  with  pnncluality  andgood  faith,  her  sngagementa 
lo  the  niil  lution ;  mat  more  than  two-thitda  of  the 
whole  nnmbei  of  cbieb  and  warriors  of  tbe  Creek  na- 
tion, diaregarding  the  genoine  spuit  of  existing  tieatiea, 
nifleied  tbemaalvc*  to  be  initi(at«d  b>  vialatiana  of 
their  national  honor,  and  the  respect  due  to  a  pact  of 
their  own  nation,  £tilhAil  to  tbe  United  Stales,  and 
''•  principleaof  hnmanitjibjinpoal 
-     '  '    a,  and  by  the  dnp 


Creek  nation  the  integrity  of  all  their  territory  eait- 
waidly  and  northwardly  of  the  said  line,  [described  in 
tbe  fint  article]  to  be  run  and  deacribed  as  mentioned 
in  Ihe  flrat  article. 

Art.  a.  The  Unilad  Butea  demand  that  the  Creek 
naUoB  abandwi  all  eommtinicalioD,  and  ceaaa  to  hold 


had  never  perused  this  instrument  until  within  a 
few  days  past,  and  he  had  read  it  with  (be  deep- 
est morliScatioD  and  regret.  A  more  dictatorial 
spirit  he  bad  never  seen  displayed  in  any  inslrn- 
meni.  He  would  challenge  so  examination  of 
all  Ihe  records  of  diplomacy,  not  excepting  even 
those  in  the  most  haughty  period  of  imperions 
Rome^whea  she  was  carrying  her  arms  ioto  the 
barbarian  nations  that  surrounded  her;  and  he 
did  not  believe  a  solitary  instance  could  be  found 
of  such  an  inexorable  spirit  of  domination  per- 
vading a  compact  porporting  to  be  a  treaty  of 
peace.  Ii  consisted  of  the  most  severe  and  hu- 
miliating demands — of  the  surrender  of  large  ter- 
ritory— of  the  privilege  of  making  roads  through 
even  what  was  retained— of  (he  right  of  establish- 
ing Ira  ding- houses — of  the  obligation  of  deliver- 
ing into  oat  bands  their  prophets.  And  all  this, 
ofa  wretched  people,  reduced  to  (he  last  eitrem* 
ity  of  distress,  whose  miserable  exis(ence  we  bad 
to  preserve  by  a  voluniary  stipulation  to  furnish 
them  with  bread  !  When  even  did  conquering 
and  desolating  Rome  fail  to  respect  the  aliara 
and  thegodsof  those  whom  she  subjugated  I  Let 
me  not  be  told  (hat  these  piophe(s  were  imposlora, 
who  deceived  the  Indians.  They  were  tAetr  pro- 
phets— the  Indians  believed  and  venerated  them, 
and  it  is  not  for  ui  to  dic(a(e  a  religious  belief  to 


any  intirconrae,  with  any  Britiab  or  Spanish  post, 
garrison,  or  town;  and  that  they  shall  nut  admit  anoag 
them  any  agent  or  trader,  who  shall  not  derive  author- 
ity to  hold  commercisl,  or  other  inteiconrse  with  them, 
by  license  &om  Ibe  President,  or  anthoriMd  agent  of 
the  United  States. 

Art  i.  The  United  Stales  demand  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  rigfal  to  estabGdi  miBtary  posts  and  tra- 
ding-bonsaa,  and  lo  open  roada  witlun  tbe  terriloiy 
guarantied  to  the  Creek  nation  by  the  second  article, 
and  ■  right  to  th«  free  navigation  oftla  walera. 

ArL  6.  The  United  Stale*  demand  tbat  a  annaader 
be  immediately  made,  of  all  the  pefwna  and  pcopeitj 
taken  from  Ibe  citiieo*  of  Ihe  United  Statea,  tbe  frien^ 
past  of  the  Creek  nation,  tbe  Cherokee,  Chickaaaw, 
and  Choctaw  natiMM,  lo  the  Mapeetive  owners ;  and 
the  Vniled  Statea will  caua* lobe  immediately raatoied 
to  the  formeriy  boalile  Creeb  all  the  propw^  takns 
from  them  since  their  aabmiaaion,  either  by  tbe  tlnilsd 
States  or  by  any  Indian  nation  in  ami^  vrilh  the  Uni- 
ted States,  together  with  all  Ibe  prisoners  taken  fiorn 
them  dniing  the  war. 

Art  6.  Tbe  United  State*  demand  the  caption  and 
surrender  of  all  Ihe  prophets  and  initigaton  of  the 
war,  whether  foreigners  or  natires,  who  have  not  sab- 
mined  to  tbe  arms  of  the  United  States,  and  become 


Creek  nation  ^  the  ■eeond  article. 

Art  T.  Tha  Cieefc  natioa,  being  vedaeed  (o  extnB* 
want;  and  not  at  preaant  having  the  nuaaa  of  aobsbt- 
enee,  the  United  Stale*,  &am  moiivea  of  btmiani^,  vrill 
oontinna  to  fnmisfa,  gratnitoualy,  the  necessarie*  of 
lifo,  nntil  tbe  crope  of  com  can  be  considered  compe- 
tent to  yield  lh«  nation  a  supply,  and  will  «*tatdlBh 
trading-hoBsea  u  the  nation,  at  the  diaoretion  of  the 
Preiidenl  of  the  United  Statea,  and  at  and  [dace*  aa 
he  shall  direcl,  to  enablo  the  nation,  by  industry  and 
economy,  lo  procure  clothing. 
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'hem.  It  does  not  belong  to  the  holf  chBTtutei 
of  the  religion  which  we  profess,  10  carry  its  pre- 
cepts, hy  force  o[  the  bayooel,  iolo  the  boaoms  of 
Other  people.  Mild  ana  gealle  penDBsion  wm 
the  great  lastmrnent  emploved  b;  the  meek  fouo- 
der  of  our  religioa.*  We  le»Te  10  the  hgmaoe 
■nd  beaevolent  efforts  of  the  rererend  professor* 
of  Christiantty  to  convert  from  barbarism  those 
nnhappr  oations  yet imtntrsed id  its glo om.  But 
air,  gpafB  them  their  prophets !  Spare  their  delu- 
sions !  Spare  their  j>rejudices  and  superEiiiioiiB  I 
Spare  themerea  their  religioa,  sach  as  it  is,  from 
open  Bod  cruel  rtolence.  When,  sir,  wsa  that 
treaty  concluded?  On  the  very  dajr,  afier  the 
protocol  was  signed,  of  the  first  conference  be- 
tween the  American  and  British  Commissioners, 
Irealiog  of  peace,  at  Qheoi.  Id  the  course  of 
that  negotistjon,  pretensions  so  enorraoiis  were  set 
up,  by  the  other  party,  that,  when  they  were  pro* 
nulgaled  in  this  country,  there  was  one  geaeral 
burst  of  iDdlgqation 'throughout  the  continent. 
Paction  itselfwas  silenced,  and  tbefirm  and  unant 
imous  delerminatioD  of  all  parties  was.  to  Sght 
natil  the  last  man  fell  in  the  ditch  rather  than 
submit  to  sueh  ignominious  terms. 

What  a  contrast  is  exhibited  between  the  con- 
lemporaneoua  scenes  of  Qhent  and  Fort  Jack* 
fon  1  Whkt  a  powerful  argument  would  the  Brit- 
iib  Commissioners  tt^ve  been  furnished  with,  if 
they  could  hare  got  hold  of  that  treaty  I  The 
Uaited  States  detnand!— the  United  States  de- 
mand !— is  repealed  five  or  six  times.  And  what 
did  the  preamole  itself  disclose  1  That  two-thirda 
of  the  Creek  aaiion  had  been  hostile,  and  one- 
third  only  frieodly  to  us.  Now,  he  had  heard  (he 
OQuld  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  statement) 
that  not  one  hoalile  chief  signed  the  treaty.  He 
had  bJbq  Veud  that  perhaps  eae  or  iwn  of  them 
had.  If  the  trcaif  really  were  made  hy  a  toioor- 
ity  of  the  Dation,  it  wa>  net  obligatory  upon  the 
whole  Da  I  ion.  Itwas  roid,ooDBJdeMdint1wlight 
«t  a  wUiooal  eompacL  And,  if  void,  Ike  Indiaas 
were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  provision  of 
ihvDJaih  aniele  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  by  which 
weboufldvarselves  tomaitepeaee  with  any  tribes 
with  whom  we  might  be  at  war  on  the  ratifica- 
tioD  of  the  treaty,  and  restore  to  them  their  lands 
aa  they  held  them  in  1811.  Mr.  G.  wid  be  did 
not  know  how  the  honorable  Senate,  that  body 
for  which  he  had  so  high  a  respect,  could  have 
given  their  sanction  to  the  Treaty  of,  Fort  Jack- 
-'•-  -D  utlerlv  irreconcilabie  ■>*  ■*  "  — "••  •>•-— 


1  those 


noble  principles  of  generosiiy  and  magnanimity 
whioh  he  hoped  to  see  his  counlrj^  always  ex- 
hibit, and  particularly  towards  ihe  miaenthle  ram- 
naui  of  the  ahoriginea.  It  would  hftve  comported 
better  with  those  priooiples  to  have  imitated  the 
tenevoicDt  policy  of  the  founder  of  PeUDsylva- 
nia,  and  ta  have  given  to  the  Crctrks,  conquered 
U  they  were,  oven  if  they  had  made  an  unjust 
war  iipon  us,  the  tiifiiog  cooaideration,  to  Ibem 
an  adequate  compntsation,  which  he  paid  for 
their  lands.  That  treaty,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  feared, 
had  been  Ihe  main  cause  of  the  recent  war.  And 
if  it  had  been,  it  onlv  added  another  melancholy 
piooftothosewiihwnichhisiory  already  abounds, 


that  hard  and  uocoascionable  terms,  ezforled  hy 
Ihe  power  of  the  sword  and  the  right  of  conquest, 
served  hut  to  whet  and  stimulate  revenge,  and  to 
give  to  old  hostilities,  smothered,  not  extinguish- 
ed, by  the  pretended  peace,  greater  expansion  and 
more  ferociiy.  A  truce  thus  patched  up  with  an 
unfortunate  peo[de,  without  the  means  of  exist- 
ecce — without  bread — is  no  real  peace.  The  in- 
stant there  Is  the  sllgbesl  prospect  of  relief  fiom 
such  harsh  and  severe  conditions,  the  conquered 

Biriy  will  fly  10  arms,  and  spend  tbe  last  drop  oF 
lood  rather  than  live  in  such  degraded  bondage. 
Even  if  you  again  reduce  him  10  submission,  tlie 
expenses  incurred  by  this  second  war,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  human  lives  that  are  laerificed,  will 
be  greater  [ban  what  it  would  have  cost  you  to 
have  granted  him  liberal  conditions  in  the  first 
instance.  This  treaty,  he  repeated  it,  was,  be 
apprehended,  the  eiuse  of  [he  war.  It  led  to 
Ibose  excesses  on  our  southern  borders  which  be- 

San  it.  Who  first  commenced  them  it  was,  per- 
aps,  difficult  to  ascertain.  There  was,  however, 
a  paper  on  this  subject,  communicated  at  tbe  lagt 
session  bf  the  President,  that  told,  in  language 
so  pathetic  and  feeling,  an  artless  tale — a  paper 
that  carried  such  ioieioBi  evidence,  at  leaat,  of 


>Hw  IbUawiBS  ii  the  letter  fron  ten  of  the  Semi* 
aole  towBs  that  JiIti  G.  nad : 

DziB  Sib: 
word  that  we 

ried  til  the  red  people's  cattle  ofi*.  Alter  the  v 
lent  to  nil  mv  peopls  to  let  white  peoide  alane,  ano 
stay  OD  this  side  of  the  liTer ;  and  they  did  so,  bat  the 
white  people  still  continue  to  carr^  off  their  cattle. 
Bamam's  ion  was  here,  and  I  InqDirod  of  him  what 
waa.to  be  done — and  he  laid  we. mutt  go  to  the  bead 
man  of  the  while  people  and  complais.  I  did  to,  and 
there  was  no  white  bead  man,  and  there  wai  no  |aw 
in  this  case.  Tbe  whites  first  begnn,  and  there  ia  no- 
thing said  abont  that ;  but  great  complaint  made  nbont 
nhst  the  Indians  do.  This  is  now  three  years  ainee 
the  white  people  killed  three  Indiana ;  since  that  thej 
hare  killed  three  other  Indians,  and  taken  their  horses, 
and  what  they  had ;  and  this  Sonuner  they  killed  three 
more,  and  very  lately  tbej  killed  one  more.  We  aent 
word  to  the'  whits  people  that  these  murden  were 
done,  and  the  aoswer  was,  that  thej  were  peopls  that 
were  ooUaws,  and  we  on^t  to  go  and  kill  ttiem.  The 
white  peopls  killed  our  people  first — the  Indians  then 
took  satisfaction.  There  are  jet  three  men  that  (he 
red  people  have  never  taken  satiifaetian  for.  You 
have  wiotethat  ^ere  were  houses  burnt,  bol  we  know 
of  no  such  thing  being  done ;  the  tnith  in  such  cases 
ought  to  be  told,  bat  this  appears  otherwise.  On  that 
side  of  the  rivet  the  white  people  haie  killed  five  la- 
dians,  but  there  is  nothing  said  abont  that;  and  all 
that  die  Indians  have  done  is  brought  up.  All  tbe 
misc^ef  the  while  people  have  done,  onght  to  be  told 
to  their  bead  man.  When  there  is  anything  dons  yon 
write  to  ns,  bnt  never  write  to  your  bead  man  what 
the  white  people  do.  When  the  red  people  send 
talks,  or  wnta,  they  always  send  the  tmth.  Yon  ^an 
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be  feared  it  was.  He  tud  heftrd  thAl  (hit  verv  re- 
■peclable  mao,  oaw  no  more,  who  ooee  filled  ibe 
•xeculiTe  chiir  of  Qeorgia,  and  who,  hariag  been 
■gea'  of  Indian  affairs  io  that  quarter,  had  tbe 
MsC  opporiuoily  of  judging  of  the  origin  of  ihi'a 
nrar,  deliberaielf  pronounced  ii  as  hu  opinion 
that  Ibe  Indians  were  not  in  fault.  Mf.  C.  said 
I  tkat  he  w*>  f"'  Uoto  attributing  (o  Qeoeral  Jack- 
,ton  any  oth«r  than  tbe  Tery  eII^I  degree  of  blame 
.w^icb  altaohed  Io  him  as  the  negotiator  of  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  tkod  which  would  be 
■kaieii  bf  ihoae  who  mbsequenily  ratified  ajid 
aanoiioned  that  treaty.  But  if  there  were  even  a 
doubt  as  Id  the  origin  of  the  war,  whethei  we 
were  aeiunrable  or  the  lDdiaiu,tbat  doubt  woDld 
aetve  to  inueisa  our  regret  at  any  dislrewing  in- 
Aideqts  wUch  Qiay  hare  occurred,  and  to  miti- 
gate, la  sooM  degree,  iht  crimes  which  we  impute 
U  tha  otJur  side.  He  knew,  he  said,  that,  when 
fkneraJ  Jacksoa  was  sammoned  to  the  field,  it 
was  too  late  to  bisitate— the  fatal  blov  had  been 
aUHck  in  the  deetnictioD  of  Fowl  Town,  and  tbe 
driadful  maMacra  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and  bin 
4ctachiaem;  and  the  only  doty  which  temaiiked 
10  him  was  to  term  I  Bate  ibis  unhappy  contest. 

Tbe  first  drcumstance  which,  io  the  course  of 
:hispe(foimiaff  that  duty,  fixed  our  atteoiioo,  bad, 
Hi.  C.  aaid,  filled  him  with  rtgrei.  It  was  the 
execution  of  the  Indian  chiefs.  How,  he  asked, 
did  they  come  into  our  possssaion  1  Was  it  in 
the  ciHiiat  of  fair  and  open  and  honorable  warl 


sent  to  us  for  jouc  hones,  and  we  sent  aU  that  we 
oould  find  i  bat  there  were  some  dead.  It  apman 
t^  bIE  the  mischief  is  laid  on  this  tonn ;  but  alt  the 
nuschief  that  has  been  done  by  4iis  toim  is  two  horses ; 
one  of  tbem  is  dead,  and  the  othei  was  sent  back. 
The  cattle  that  we  ware  accused  of  takioK,  were  cat- 
tle that  the  white  people  lock  Iram  us.  Onr  jtaag 
Men  went  and  bnnint  tbem  back,  with  tha  aame 
Marks  and  brands.  Tbeie  ware  aoae  of  oat  joang 
men  oat  hnlOias,  and  they  wen  killed ;  others  want 
to  take  aalklacUen,  end  Ika  kettle  of  one  of  the  HMn 
that  was  kilsd  wsa  tMoi  ia  the  ho«ee  lAen  the  wo- 
■•anaadtvoeUt^eawNS hilled;  and  thtvanpiMMd 
H  had  been  her  htMbaad  nho  had  killed  tbe  Indians, 
and  took  their  ealis&alion  theie.  We  are  accused  of 
killing  op  AneiicaiM,  and  ao  on;  bat  since  the  word 
was  sent  W  o>  that  peace  waa  made,  we  atsy  stead;  at 
home,  and  meddle  nitb  no  person.  Tou  hsTo  sent  to 
Be  lespecting  tha  black  people  ov  the  Buwanee  river ; 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  then :  Ihey  were  pat  there 
by  the  English,  and  to  them  yon  ought  to  apply  for 
anythmg  ^oqt  tbem.  Wo  do  not  wiah  oar  ooantry 
desolalad  bj  an  snny  pesNng  throagb  it,  fbr  the  con- 
cern, of  other  people.  Tbe  Indians  haTs  slsTas  there 
also — a  great  nun;  of  them.  When  we  haTo  an  op- 
portunity we  shell  apply  to  the  English  for  them,  but 
we  cannot  get  tbem  now.  This  is  what  we  haTe  to 
say  at  present. 

Sir,  I  concia 
•errant,  &c.    I    ,. .,   ._         .,    

N.B.  Tbeteare»entownshaTeieadthis1etter,and 


No  i  bat  by  means  of  deception — br  hobttug 
foreign  colors  on  the  staff  from  whicn  the  slats 
and  stripes  should  atone  have  floated.  Thus  en- 
snared, the  Indians  were  taken  on  shore,  «ad 
without  ceremony,  and  without  delaf,  were  buog. 
Hang  an  Indian!  We,  sir,  who  are  eiviliz^, 
and  can  comprehend  and  feel  the  effect  of  moral 
causes  and  considerations,  attach  ignominy  to  that 
mode  of  death.  And  tbe  gallant,  and  refined,  and 
higbminded  man,  seeks  by  all  possible  means  lo 
■Toid  it.  .But  what  cares  an  lodian  whether  you 
baogot  shoot  him  1  The  moment  he  is  eaptored 
he  is  coQstdered  by  his  tribe  as  disgraced,  if  aot 
lost.  They,  too,  are  indifferent  about  the  roanaer 
in  which  be  is  despatched.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
regarded  the  occurrence  with  grief,  for  other  and 
higher  coosideratious-  It  waa  the  first  instatue 
that  he  knew  of,  in  the  annals  of  our  country,  in 
which  retaliation,  by  executing  Indian  captiree, 
bad  ever  been  deliberately  practised.  There  may 
hare  been  exceptions,  but,  if  there  were,  they  met 
with  contemporaaeaus  condemnatioa,  and  hare 
been  tepreheoded  by  the  just  pen  of  impartial 
history.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ouy 
(ell  me,  if  he  pleases,  what  he  pleases  about  the 
tomahawk  and  scalpiog  knife  i  about  Indian  enor- 
mities, and  foreign  miscreaois  and  incendiaries. 
I,  too,  bate  them ;  from  my  rery  soul  I  abominate 
them.  But  I  lore  my  cooolry  and  its  Constitu- 
tion ;  I  lore  liberty  and  safety,  and  fear  military 
despotism  more  eren  than  I  hale  these  tnonsten. 
The  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks, 
alluded  to  tbe  State  from  which  I  bare  the  koitor 
to  come.  Little,  sir,  does  be  know  of  the  high 
and  magnanimous  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
that  State,  if  he  supposes  they  will  approre  of 
tbe  transaction  to  which  he  referred.  Biare  aad 
generous,  humanity  and  demeney  towards  a  fail- 
en  foe  constitute  one  of  their  noblest  characteris. 
tics.  Amidft  all  the  struggled  for  that  fair  land 
between  the  oatires  and  the  present  Inhabitants, 
Mr.  C.  said  be  defied  the  gentleman  lo  point  out 
one  instance  in  which  a  Keniuckian  bad  stained 
his  band  by— nothing  but  his  high  sense  of  the  dis- 
tinff uisbed  serrices  and  exalted  merits  of  Oeneral 
JacKsoQ  prereoled  bis  using  a  difiereni  ternt— 
the  execution  of  an  unarmed  and  prostrate  cap- 
tire.  Tes,  said  Mr.  C,  there  was  one  solitary 
exception,  in  which  a  man,  enraged  at  behoMiog 
ao  Indian .  prisoner,  who  bad  been  celebrated  for 
his  enormities,  and  who  bad  destroyed  some  of 
his  kindred,  plunged  his  sword  into  bja  hosom. 
The  wicked  deed  was  coruiJered  as  an  ahofsUM- 
hle  outrage  when  it  occurred,  and  (he  «amaof 
the  man  had  been  handed  down  to  the  tfeerattfn 
of  poateriiy.  I  dany  your  rigbi  ihiH  to  retaliate 
on  the  ab»rigi»al  proprietors  af  ihe  ommtry  i  aad 
uoleaa  I  am  attedy  deetired,  it  aiay  be  shewD 
that  It  doee  MOt  exist.  .  Bat,  before  I  auenapi  tUs, 
said  Mr.  C,  allow  me  to  make  the  geatleenan 
fVom  Maseaehoseits  a  little  better  acquainted 
with  those  people,  to  whose  feelings  and  ayropa- 
thiea  he  bad  appealed  through  their  representa- 
(i*e.  During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
Colonel  Campbell,  under  the  command  of  mr 
honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  (Oen.  HaBstsoit,) 
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was  placed  at  the  held  or  a  detacbmenl  cootial- 
■ng  chiefly,  be  believed,  or  Eeotuckjr  TolanleerE, 
ID  order  lo  destroy  ttie  MiEsissioanay  Iowds. 
They  proceeded  and  perrormed  the  duly,  and  took 
some  priionera.  And  here  ii  erideoce  of  the 
manaer  in  which  Ihey  treated  them.  [Here  Mr. 
C.  rend  ibe  ffe&erHl  oidera  issued  on  the  return 
of  Ibe  detachment.*]    I  hope,  sir,  the  honorable 

SDlletnau  wilt  be  now  able  better  to  appreciate 
e  character  and  conduct  of  my  gallBiit  coun- 
trymen than  he  ippeari  hitherto  to  liave  done. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  bare  said  that  you  have  no  ri^hl  to 
practise,  audei  color  of  retaliation,  enormities  on 
the  Indians.  I  will  advance,  in  support  of  this 
pasiiion,  ■■  applieable  to  the  origin  of  all  law,  the 

iirinciple,  that,  whatever  has  been  the  custom, 
rom  toe  commencement  of  a  subject,  whatever 
has  been  the  naiform  usage,  coeval  and  coexist- 
ent with  the  iD^ect  to  which  It  relatesj  becomes 
its  Sxed  law.  Sucb  was  the  foundation  of  all 
common  law;  and  sucb,  he  believed,  wai  the 

firincipal  foundation  of  all  public  oiinieroatioual 
aw.  If.  then,  it  could  be  ahown  that  from  the 
first  settlement  of  the  colonies,  on  this  part  of  the 
American  continent,  lo  the  present  time,  we  have 
constantly  abstained  from  relalialing  upon  the 
Indiani  liie  excessea  practised  by  them  towards 
OS,  we  were  morally  bonnd  by  this  invariable 
mage,  and  conld  not  [awfully  change  it  without 
(he  most  cogent  reasoDs.  So  far  as  his  knowledge 
extended,  he  said  that,  from  the  Qrst  settlement 
at  Plymouth  or  at  Jamestown,  it  had  not  been 
OUT  practice  to  destroy  Indian  captives,  combat- 
ants or  noncombataniE.  He  knew  of  but  one  de- 
viation from  the  code  which  regulated  the  war- 
fftt«  between  civilized  commnnities,  and  that  was 
the  destruction  of  Indian  towns,  which  was  sup- 
posed lo  be  inlhorized  upon  the  ground  tbat  we 
could  not  bring  the  war  to  a  termination  but  bf 
destroying  the  means  which  nourished  it.  With 
this  single  exception,  the  other  principles  of  the 
lawsofcivilizeanatioQs  are  extended  to  them,  and 
•re  thus  made  law  in  regard  to  them.  When  did 
this  iiumane  custom,  by  which,  in  consideration 
of  their  ignorance  and  oar  enlightened  condition 
the  ligori  of  war  were  mitigated,  begin?  At  ■ 
time  when  we  were  weak,  and  ihey  were  eompa- 

■  Tbe  foUowing  Is  the  extract  which  Mr.  C.  read. 

•■Bat  the  diaractcr  of  thla  gtlluit  datachment,  ei- 
hibitinf ,  as  it  did,  pnmetaiice,  futtitnde,  and  bravery, 
would,  bowarar,  Iw  incomplata,  i(  in  the  midit  of  vio- 
tuj,  Ottj  had  forgotten  toe  fedingi  of  honiuity.  It 
it  with  the  dMaroit  ^M«are  that  the  Omeral  hsa 
hMrd  that  Uw  mort  pnnctnal  obwHaBM  was  pud  lo 
hi*  ordara,  ia  Mt  ooSj  asving  all  the  WDaon  and  chil- 
dc«n,  bat  in  paring  all  the  wurion  who  coaaad  lo 
nut;  and  that,  area  wbsn  Tigorowly  attacked  bj 
tha  ottsnT,  the  daims  a(  marc*  prevailed  over  araty 
.  »tmm  of  IhaiT  own  danger,  and  this  heroic  band  re- 
dacted the  Uvea  of  thur  priKinen.  Let  an  accoont  of 
nmrdeted  innocanea  be  opened  in  the  lecccds  of  Hea- 
ven agaiaat  oar  eaamin  ■Ion*.  TheAmsrican  loldiaT 
will  fallow  the  example  of  hia  Oovemment,  and  the 
■word  of  the  one  will  not  be  raised  agatDat  the  falleo 
aid  the  helpleaa,  nor  the  gold  of  the  ether  be  paid  fi» 
•ealpc  of  a  massacred  sneny." 


tatively  strong ;  when  they  were  the  lords  of  fha 
soil,  and  we  were  seeking,  from  the  vices,  from 
the  corruptions,  from  the  religious  intoleraocc, 
and  from  the  oppressions  of  Europe,  lo  gain  an 
asylum  among  them.  And  when  is  it  proposed 
to  change  this  custom,  to  substitute  for  it  the 
bloody  maxims  ofbarbarous  ages,  and  to  interpo- 
late the  Indian  public  law  with  revolting  crnel- 
ties  ?  At  a  time  when  the  situation  of  the  two 
parties  is  totally  changed— when  we  are  powerfal 
and  they  are  weak :  at  i  time  when,  lo  use  I  Ggare 
drawn  from  their  own  sublime  eloquence,  the 
poor  chUdren  of  the  forest  have  been  driven  by 
the  jreat  wave  which  has  flowed  in  from  the  At- 
lantic ocein  to  almost  the  base  of  the  Rocl^ 
Mountains,  and,  overwhelmiag  them  in  its  tern* 
ble  progress,  has  left  no  other  remains  of  bim- 
dreds  of  tribes,  now  extiDet,tbaa  those  which  in- 
dicate the  remote  existence  of  their  former  com- 
panion, the  mammoth  of  the  New  World  I  Yee, 
sir,  it  is  at  this  anspicious  period  of  oor  country, 
when  we  bold  a  proud  and  loAy  station,  imong 
the  first  nations  of  the  world,  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  sanction  a  departure  from  the  established 
laws  and  usages  whien  have  regulated  our  Indian 
hoslilitiifs.  And  does  the  honorable  geotleinan 
from  Massachusetts  expect,  in  this  august  body, 
this  enlightened  assembly  of  Christians  and  Ame- 
ricans, by  glowing  appeals  to  onr  passions,  to  mike 
Oi  forget  our  principles,  our  religion,  our  clemen- 
cy, and  our  humanity  ? 

Why  was  it,  Mr.  C.  asked,  that  we  bad  not 
practised  tbwards  the  Indian  tribea  the  light  of 
retaliation,  now  for  the  first  time  asserted  In  re- 
gard to  themt  It  was  because  it  is  a  principle, 
proclaimed  by  reason  and  enforced  by  every  re- 
spectable writer  on  the  law  of  nations,  that  retali- 
atioD  is  only  justifiable  as  calculated  to  produce 
effvct  in  the  war.  Vengeance  was  a  new  motive 
for  resorting  to  it.  If  retaliatioo  will  produce  no 
effect  on  the  eoemy,  we  ire  bound  to  abstain  from 
it  by  ever*  consideriiion  of  hnminity  and  of  ius- 
lice.  Will  it,  then,  produce  effect  on  the  ladiin 
tribes 7  No;  they  care  not  about  the  execution 
of  those  of  their  warriors  who  are  taken  captive. 
They  are  coDsidered  ea  disgraced  by  tlw  very 
circumstance  of  their  oapliriiy,  and  it  is  often 
mercy  to  the  unhappy  captive  to  deprive  him  of 
bis  existence.  The  poet  evinced  i  profound 
knowledge  of  the  Indian  charaoler,  vheD  he  put 
into  the  momhof  the  son  of  a  distinguished  chief, 
about  to  be  led  lo'the  stake  and  tortured  by  hia 
victorious  enemy,  the  words- 


Retaliation  of  Indian  exceiaes,  not  i>rodncing 
then  any  effect  in  preventing  their  repetition,  was 
condemned  bv  both  reaiOD  and  the  principles 
upon  which  alone,  in  any  case,  it  cm  he  justified. 
On  this  branch  of  the  subject  much  more  might 
be  said ;  but,  is  he  should  possibly  again  ailnde 


It  WIS  not  neccMUf,  Hr.  C.  aiid,  fn  th«  poi- 
ose  of  his  irgument  in  regard  to  the  trial  ud 
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cxeentian  of  Arbathnot  ind  AmbristfT,  lo  inaiBl 
00  ihe  iDDMence  of  either  of  them.  He  would 
yieM,  for  the  Mke  of  ibat  argiament,  wilboat  in- 
qoirf ,  that  both  of  them  were  guilty ;  that  both 
Md  iOBtigaled  the  war;  and  that  odb  of  them 
had  led  the  enear  lo  b«ti)e.  Ii  was  possible,  io- 
deed,  that  a  critical  eiamEnalioo  of  tbe  evideQce 
vonld  show,  panicalarly  Id  the  case  of  Arbiith- 
not,  that  the  whole  amount  of  his  crime  coasisled 
in  hi«  trading,  wiihoat  the  limits  of  the  United 
Siansg'with  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  the  accus- 
tomed eommodiliet  which  form  Ihe  lubjecl  of 
Indian  trade;  and  thai  he  songbl  lo  ioeratiale 
bimidf  wiib  bis  euilbmers  bf  espoasing  (heir  in- 
tereiti,  in  r^rd  lo  the  provigion  of  the  Treaty 
of  GhMt,  which  he  may  have  honestly  believed 
raiitled  them  to  the  restoration  of  iheir  laods. 
And  if,  indeed,  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  for  the 
roHCHH  already  asrigned,  were  not  binding  opon 
the  Oreeka,  there  would  be  but  too  mach  eauae 
M  l«TB«»t  hii  anhappy  if  not  tmjvst  fate.  The 
fint  impression  maae^  on  the  examination  of  the 
pHweoMMB  in  the  irtal  and  execution  of  those 
two  men,  Is,  that  on  the  part  of  Ambrisier  there 
wu  the  uoct  Kuilt)  bnt  at  the  same  time  the  most 
IrrogfllBriiy.  Conceding  the  point  of  the  guilt  of 
both,  with  Ihe  quslifiealioD  wnich  he  bad  staled, 
be  wontd  proceed  to  inquire,  first,  if  their  execo- 
tioB  eonld  b«  jnttified  upon  the  principles  as- 
•OBfld  by  General  Jaekson  himeelfV  If  ihe  y  did 
■oi  »Sni  a  jttstiflcation,  he  would  next  inquire 
if  there  were  any  other  principles  authorizing 
their  exeeuiiDn ;  and  he  would,  in  the  third  place, 
mrite  tome  observations  upon  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceed ing. 

The  principle  assumed  by  Oenenl  Jackaoo, 
which  nHT  he  fonnd  in  his  general  orders  com- 
manidiDg  the  execation  of  these  men,  is,  "  ihai  it 
'  is  an  estaUiahed  principle  of  the  law  of  nations, 
'  ibKt  any  indiTidual  of  a  nation,  making  war 
'against  the  citixens  of  any  other  nation,  ibey 
'being  at  peace,  forfeits  bis  allegiance,  and  be- 
'  cotoes  anotttlawand  a  pirate."  WhateTer  may 
be  the  character  of  individualg  waging  private 
war,  the  principle  assumed  is  totally-  erroneous 
when  allied  to  such  indiriduals  associated  with 
■  Power,  whether  Indian  or  cirilized,  capable  of 
BkiltaloiBg  Ihe  relations  of  peace  and  war.  Bup- 
poM,  howenr,  the  principle  were  true,  as  assetl- 
9if  wbu  diapoailion  ^onld  he  hare  made  of  these 
MMikt  What  jttrtedletioo,  and  how  acquired,  has 
tli«  MliHiary  over  pirates,  robbers,  and  outlaws  1 
If  ibef  were  in  the  etaaraeter  impaled,  they  were 
■bw«  iBMaable,  and  should  have  been  tamed 
•*«r  to  the  civil  authority.  Bnt  Ihe  principle,  be 
rv^peited,  was  totally  ineorreet,  when  applied  to 
ni«o  in  their  situation.  A  foreigner,  connecting 
btvowtf  with  a  belligerent,  becomes  an  enemy  of 
the  liarty  to  whom  that  Mligerent  is  opposed, 
sotijeel  to  whatever  he  mav  be  sabjeet,  entitled  to 
wbaterer  he  ig  eoiilted.  Aibuthaot  atid  Ambris- 
ter,  by  assodaling  iherasetves,  became  identified 
witb  the  Indians ;  they  became  our  enemies,  and 
we  badarieht  to  treaithem  as  wecould  lawfully 
mat  tbe  Indians.  These  positions  were  so  ot^ 
vlOBidy  cvrreet,  that  he  should  consider  it  an 
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abuse  of  the  patience  of  tbe  Committee  to  con- 
sume time  in  their  proof.  They  were  supported 
bv  the  practice  of  all  nations,  and  of  our  own. 
Every  page  of  history,  in  all  times,  and  the  recol- 
lection of  every  member,  farnish  evidence  of  tbeir 
Irnth.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  into  some  of 
the  eonseqneacesof  tbisprinciple,  if  it  were  togo 
to  Burope,  Fanctioned  by  iheapprobation, express 
or  implied,  of  this  House.  We  have  now  in  our 
armies  probably  the  subjects  of  almost  every 
European  Power.  Some  of  the  nations  (^Europe 
maintain  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance. 
Suppose  Britain  and  America  in  peace,  and 
America  and  France  at  war.  The  former  sub- 
jects of  England,  naturalized  or  unnaturalized, 
are  captured  by  the  navy  or  the  army  of  France. 
What  is  their  condition  1  According  lo  the  prin- 
ciple of  Qeneral  Jackson,  they  would  be  outlaws 
and  pirates,  and  liable  to  immediate  execuiioo. 
Were  gentlemen  prepared  to  reiutn  to  tbeir  re- 
spective districts  with  Ibis  doctrine  in  t)ieii 
mouths,  and  to  say  to  their  Irish,  English,  Scotch, 
and  other  foreign  constitueot3.ihBtyou  are  liable, 
on  Ihe  contingency  supposed,  to  be  treated  as 
outlaws  and  pirates? 

Was  there  any  other  principle  which  justified 
the  proceeding?  Oo  this  subject,  he  said,  if  he 
admired  the  wonderful  ingeouily  with  whieh 
gentlemen  sought  a  colorable  pretext  for  tbose 
executions,  be  was  at  the  same  tiote  shoclted  at 
some  of  Ihe  principles  advanced.  What  taid  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mi. 
HoLHBB,)  m  a  cold  address  to  the  Committee? 
Why,  that  these  executions  were  onlf  a 


doing  a  right  thingi  In  what  code  of  public  law; 
in  wbal  system  of  ethics;  nay,  in  what  respect- 
able uoveI  ;  where,  if  the  gentleman  were  to  lake 
tbe  range  of  the  whole  literature  of  the  world, 
will  he  find  any  sanction  for  a  principte  so  mon- 
sireusl  He  would  illustrate  us  enormity  by  a 
single  case.  Suppose  a  man,  being  guilty  of  rob- 
bery, is  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  for  mur- 
der, upon  an  indictment  for  that  robbery  merely. 
The  judge  !s  arraigned  for  having  executed,  con- 
trary to  taw,  a  human  being,  innocent  at  heart  of 
the  crime  for  which  he  was  sentenced.  Tbe 
judge  has  nothing  to  do,  to  insure  his  own  ac- 
quittal, but  to  urge  the  gentleman's  plea,  that  he 
had  done  a  right  thio^  in  a  wrone  way  ! 

The  principles  which  attach^  lo  the  caaes 
of  Arbntfanot  and  Ambitster,  constiiniiog  them 
merely  parttc^xi  id  tbe  war,  suppoiing  them  to 
have  been  combaiauts,  which  tbe  former  was  not, 
be  having  been  taken  in  a  Spanish  fortress,  with- 
ont  arms  in  his  hands,  all  that  we  could  possibly 
have  a  right  to  do  was  to  apply  lo  them  tbe  rules 
wbieh  we  had  a  right  to  enforce  against  the  In- 
dians. Their  English  character  was  only  merged 
fn  their  Indian  cnaracter.  Now,  if  the  law  reg- 
ulating Indian  hostilities  be  established  by  long 
and  immemorial  usage,  that  we  have  no  moral 
right  to  retaliate  upon  ihem,  we  consequently 
had  no  right  to  retaliate  upon  Arbuihnot  and 
Ambrisier.  Even  if  it  were  admitted  thai,  in  re- 
gard to  fainre  wars,  and  to  other  foreigners,  their 
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exMOtion  mar  hare  «  good  effect,  it  would  no[ 
Ikence  follow  ihtt  you  had  a  right  to  eiecuie 
ihem.  It  is  not  alwayi  just  to  do  what  inajr  be 
tdTROtageout.  Aod  lettliation,  during  t  war, 
tDuet  hare  relation  to  the  erenti  of  that  war,  and 
laiut,  to  be  jusi,baTean  operation  upon  that  war, 
and  upon  die  indirrdual*  only  who  compose  the 
belligerent  party.  It  became  gentlemen,  tben, 
on  toe  other  side^  to  show,  by  eome  koown,  cer- 
tain, and  recognised  role  of  public  or  mnoioipal 
law,  that  (he  execution  of  tbea«  men  was  justi- 
fled.  Where  is  hi  He  should  be  glad  to  see  it. 
We  are  told  in  a  paper,  emanaling  from  the  E>e- 

Sanmeat  of  State,  recently  laid  before  this  House, 
islin^uished  for  the  fervor  of  its  eloquence,  and 
of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ehuseitf  has  supplied  ns  in  part  with  a  second 
•dition,  in  one  respect  agreeing  with  the  proto- 
type, that  they  both  ought  to  be  iniciibed  to  the 
American  public — we  are  justly  lold  in  that  pa- 
per, that  this  is  the  first  instance  of  the  eiecuiioo 
of  persons  for  tbe  crime  of  instigating  Indians  to 
war.  Sir,  there  are  two  topics  which,  in  Europe, 
are  constantly  employed  by  the  friends  and  min- 
ions of  legitimacy  against  oar  country.  Tbe  one 
is  an  inordinate  spirit  of  aggrandizement — of 
eoretiog  other  people's  goods.  The  other  is  tbe 
Ireatment  which  we  extend  to  tbe  Indians.— 
Agaiosi  both  these  charges,  the  public  seirattts, 
who  condocted  at  Ghent  the  negotiations  with 
(he  British  Comroiasiooera,  endeavored  to  Tindi- 
caie  our  country,  and  be  hoped  with  some  degree 
of  success.  What  will  be  the  condition  of  future 
American  negotiators,  when  pressed  upon  this 
head,  be  knew  not,  after  tbe  unhappy  executions 
on  oat  SgutbGiD  border.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  seemed  on  yesterday  to  read,  with 
a  sort  of  irinmpb,  the  names  of  the  Commission- 
ers employed  in  the  negotiation  at  Qbent.  Will 
he  eicase  me  for  saying,  that  I  thought  he  pto- 
nonnced,  even  with  more  complacency  and  with 
k  more  gracious  smile,  the  first  name  in  the  com- 
mission, than  he  emphasized  that  of  the  humble 
individual  who  addresses  you.  [Mr.  Holmbb 
desired  to  explain.]  Mr.  C.  said  there  was  no 
occasion  for  explanation  j  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fled.  [Mr.  H.  however  proceeded  to  say  ibai  his 
{mention  was,  in  pronouncing  the  gentleman's 
name,  to  add  to  the  respect  due  to  the  negotiator 
that  which  was  due  lo  ibe  Speaker  of  this  House.] 
Will  the  principle  of  these  men,  having  been  in- 
stigators of  the  war,  justify  their  execution  ?  It 
was  a  new  one }  there  were  no  landmarks  to  guide 
vs  in  its  adoption, or  to  prescribe  limits  to  its  ap- 
pjicalioD.  If  William  Pitt  had  been  taken  by  the 
French  army,  during  the  late  European  war, 
could  France  bare  justifiably  executed  him,  on 
tbe  ground  of  his  having  notoriously  instigated 
tbe  contineotal  Powers  to  war  against  France? 
Would  FraooCj  if  she  had  stained  her  character 
by  executing  him,  have  obtained  tbe  sanction  of 
tbe  world  to  the  acij  by  appeals  to  the  passions 
■nd  prejudices,  by  pointing  to  the  cities  sacked, 
the  countries  laid  waste,  tbe  human  lives  sncri- 
flced  in  the  wars  which  he  had  kindled,  and  by 
ozclalming  to  the  unfortunate  captive,  you  mis- 


creant, you  monster,  bave  ocMMoned  all  ihtw 
scenes  of  devastation  and  blood  1  What  had  been 
the  conductevea  of  England  towards  the  greatest 
instigator  of  all  the  wars  of  tbe  praaent  aget 
Tbe  condemnatioa  of  that  illustrious  man  lo  the 
rock  of  St.  Helena,  was  a  great  blot  on  iba  Kng- 
lisb  name.  And  Mr.  C.  repeated,  what  he  bad 
once  beforesaid,  that  if  Chatham  or  Fox,  or  even 
William  Pitt  himself,  had  been  Prime  Miaislcv, 
in  England,  Bonaparte  never  bad  been  so  god* 
demned.  On  that  traataction  history  will  one 
day  pass  its  severe  but  just  censute.  Tei,  al> 
though  Napoleon  had  desolated  half  Europe; 
although  there  was  scarcely  a  Power,  however 
humble,  that  escaped  tbe  mighty  grasp  of  kti 
ambition ;  alihougn  in  the  course  of  nis  aplendid 
career  he  is  charged  with  having  committed  the 
greatest  atrociliea,  disgraceful  to  himself  and  to 
buman  nature,  yet  even  his  life  has  been  apkred. 
Tbe  allies  would  not,  England  would  BOI,  exe> 
cute  him,  upon  the  ground  of  his  being  an  ioaii- 
gator  of  war*. 

The  mode  of  the  trial  and  senteneing  theaa 
men,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  equally  objectionable  with 
the  principles  on  which  it  had  bvcn  attempted  to 
show  a  forfeiture  of  tbeir  lives.  He  knew,  ha 
said,  the  laudable  spirit  which  prompted  the  !>• 
senuity  displayed  in  findlnj;  out  a  justiGcatioa 
for  these  proceedings.  He  wished  mostsiaceiely 
that  he  could  reconcile  them  to  bis  conscieitee. 
It  bad  been  attempted  to  vindicate  the  Qeneral 
upon  grounds  which  he  was  persuaded  be  woald 
himseTf  disown.  It  bad  been  asserted  that  he 
was  guilty  of  a  mistake  in  calling  upon  the  court 
to  try  them,  and  that  he  might  have  at  onee 
ordered  their  execution  without  that  formality. 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  such  absolute  rigbl 
in  the  commandfcr  of  any  portion  of  our  Army. 
The  right  of  retaliation  is  an  aiiributa  of  sover* 
eignty.  It  is  comprehended  in  the  war-making 
power  that  Congress  possesses.  It  belongs  to 
this  body  not  only  to  declare  war,  but  to  raise 
armies.and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
liieir  Government.  It  was  in  vain  for  gentle. 
men  to  look  to  the  law  of  nations  for  insuicas 
in  which  retaliation  is  lawful,.  Tbe  lawa  of  ■»■ 
lions  merely  laid  down  the  principle  or  ruia,  nnd 
ji  belongs  to  tbe  Government  to  constitute  the 
tribunal  for  applying  that  principle  or  rale. 
There  was,  for  example,  no  instance  in  which 
the  death  of  a  captive  was  more  certainly  de- 
clared by  the  law  of  nations  to  be  jostiflablc 
than  in  the  case  of  spies.  Congress  baa  acnoril- 
ingly  provided,  in  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  a 
tribunal  fur  the  trial  of  spies,  aod  conscqvend)r 
for  the  application  of  the  principle  of  tbe  par 
tiooal  law.  The  Legislature  had  not  left  tlu 
power  over  spies  undeaned,  to  tbe  mere  disereiioa 
of  the  commander-in-chief,  or  of  any  snbalteta 
officer  in  tbe  Army.  For,  if  tbe  doctrines  now 
contended  for  were  true,  they  would  apply  to  iba 
commander  of  any  corps,  however  smalL  aetiag 
as  a  detachment.  Suppose  Congress  bad  not 
legislated  in  the  case  of  spies,  what  would  hava 
been  their  condition?  It  would  have  been  a 
eanu  onuaw,  and  although  the  puUio  law  pro- 
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■MitiDMd  iheir  doom,  Jl  taali  not  be  exeomtd 
becaow  Congress  htd  assigDcd  do  iribUDtl  foT 
ODforeioff  tbal  pablic  liw.  No  mai)  eonld  be 
«xecaied  in  this  fre*  coaatry  witboat  two  thiogt 
fceiBg  sbowD  i  Isi.  That  ibe  law  eoBdema*  him 
lo  deaib ;  and,  Sdly.  That  hin  death  is  prooouDced 
br  ihat  iribonal  which  is  aaiborized  by  the  law 
10  iTV  him.  These  priacipies  woald  reseb  everf 
■MD  s  ease,  oatire  or  foreigner,  ciiiEea  or  atieo. 
The  iaauni  qtutter*  are  granted  lo  a  prisoner, 
Ike  roajeiif  of  the  law  surrouods  and  insiaini 
bim,  and  be  cannot  lawfully  be  paBisbed  with 
deaih,  wilhoai  ihe  conourreoee  of  the 
anmalancea  jnst  insisted  npon.  He  denied  that 
■nj  comma ndcr-iD-obiBT,  in  tbi*  coanirr,  had 
dii«  abeolnle  power  of  life  and  death,  at  bis  eole 
dieentioa.  It  waa  eontrary  to  the  geaioi  of  all 
our  laws  and  institutiona.  To  conceDlraie  in 
the  person  of  oaeindividaal  the  powers  to  make 
the  role,  to  judge,  and  to  ezeeuie  the  role,  or  to 
Jadge  and  exeeote  the  rule  only,  was  aiterlf  irre- 
«oneiiable  wiih  everjr  principle  of  free  Qorera* 
mcnt,  and  waa  the  very  definition  of  tyraany 
■laelfi  and  he  trusted  that  this  Hoom  wonld 
uerer  gire  eren  a  tacit  assent  to  such  a  principle. 
Suppose  the  commander  had  made  reprisals  on 
pro|Mrly,  woald  that  property  have  belonged  to 
ibe  nation,  or  conld  he  have  disposed  of  it  as  be 
ideased  1  Had  he  more  power,  «rotitd  geBtlemcn 
tall  him,  orer  the  Urea  of  human  beings  than 
orer  propertyl  The  assertion  of  aach  a  power 
to  the  oommandeT-in-chief  was  eontrary  to  tbe 
practice  of  the  Qorernmeot.  By  an  act  of  Con- 
greaa  which  passed  in  1799,  "Tewing  ihe  power 
of  retaliation,  it)  certain  eases,  in  the  President 
of  tbe  United  Stated' — an  act  which  passed  dar- 
ing tbe  gwui  war  with  Prance,  the  President  is 
authorixed  lo  retaliate  upon  any  citizen*  of  the 
French  Republic,  the  enormiiies  which  may  be 

Cractiaed.  in  certain  oases^  upon  oar  ctiizens. 
'nder  WDat  Adetiaisiration  was  ibis  act  passed  ? 
It  was  ander  thai  which  baa  been  jnatly  charged 
with  atretching  tke  Goasiitiuion  to  enlarge  tbe 
Bxecutire  powers.  Bren  docitig  tbe  mad  eareer 
of  Ur.  Adame,  when  every  meana  was  resorted 
to  for  the  parpose.of  infusing  rigor  into  the  Sx- 
eeutire  arm,  no  one  thonaht  of  eUiming  for  him 
tbe  inherent  right  of  retaliation.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  Hoose  with  reading  anoibet  law, 
which  passed  thirteen  or  fbotteeo  yeara  afier, 
during  the  late  war  with  Qraat  Britain,  under 
Ibe  Adcninistralioo  of  that  great  Conatiiutional 
Praideot,  tbe  father  of  tbe  instrument  ilMlf,  by 
which  Mr.  Madison  was  empowered  to  retaliate 
on  tha  British,  in  oettaiu  instancee.  It  was  not 
only  contrary  to  tbe  genins  of  oar  institniiont 
ud  to  tbe  uniform  practice  of  the  Oorernmeul, 
but  it  was  contrary  to  tbe  obvious  principles  on 
which  Ihe  General  himself  bad  proceeded;  for, 
ta  forming  tbe  court,  be  bad  evidently  iatended 
to  proceed  under  the  rules  and  artielee  of  war. 
Tbe  extreme  number  which  they  provide  for  is 
tbirteea,  pteeisely  that  which  is  deiailed  in  the 
pesenE  instance.  Tbe  court  proceeded,  not  by 
a  bare  plurality,  but  by  a  majority  of  Iwo-tbirds. 
In  tke  general  ordara  iaatud  from  iba  A^jmut 


OeaeraPa  office,  at  beadqaartere,  it  is  described 
aa  a  court  martial,  Tbe  prisoners  are  raid  ia 
those  orders  to  bare  been  tried,  "on  tbe  follow- 
ing eharges  and  specifications."  Tbe  court  un- 
derstood itself  to  be  aettog  as  a  court  marliaL 
It  was  so  organized ;  it  so  proceeded,  baring  a 
judge  adrocate,  hearing  witaeeses,  tbe  wtittea 
defence  of  the  mioenble  trembling  prisoner*, 
who  seemed  to  bare  a  presentimeitt  of  tbeit 
doom.  And  the  court  was  finally  dissolred. 
The  whole  proceeding  manifeslly  show*  that  all 
panic*  considered  it  aa  a  court  martial,  conrened 
and  acting  under  the  rulea  and  artielH  of  war. 
In  bis  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  notietng 
the  Irannetion,  the  Qeneral  nyi ;  "  Theae  indi> 
riduals  were  tried  ubder  my  orderis  legally  eon- 
ricied  a*  exciter*  of  this  aarage  and  n^ro  war, 
legally  condemned,  and  most  justly  punished  for 
their  iniquities."  The  Lord  delirer  u*  from  so^ 
legal  oonrioliooa  and  snch  legal  ooodeea nation*  1 
Tna  Qeneral  himielf  considered  the  laws  of  Ua 
country  to  have  justified  bis  proceeding*.  It  waa 
ia  vain,  then,  to  ulk  of  a  power  in  bim  beyond 
tbe  law,  and  abore  tbe  law,  when  be  himself 
doe*  not  assert  it.  Let  it  be  conceded  thai  he 
was  clothed  with  absolnlc  authority  over  the 
lives  of  these  individuals,  and  that,  upon  his  own. 
Gat,  without  trial,  without  defence,  he  might 
have  commanded  tbeit  execution.  Now  if  aa 
abeolnte  Sovereign,  in  any  partionlar  respect, 
proranlgates  a  rule  which  he  pledge*  himself  to 
observe,  if  he  subsequently  deviate*  from  that 
rule,  he  subject*  biuMelf  to  tbe  inpawtien  of 

'ious  tyranny.  If  Oeneral  Jaebson  had  the 
wer.  without  a  court,  to  condemn  these  men, 
had  aUe  the  power  to  appoint  a  triboaat.  He 
did  appoint  a  tribunal,  and  be  became,  therefore, 
morally  bound  to  observe  and  execute  tbe  aan- 
teuee  of  that  tribunal.  In  regard  to  Aiaiuteter, 
it  was  with  grief  and  pain  he  waa  compelled  to 
ray,  that  be  was  execDted  in  deSaoce  of  all  law ; 
in  defiance  of  the  law  to  wbieh  General  Jackaon 
bad  voluntarily,  if  you  please,  aabmilled  hinself. 
and  given,  by  bis  appeal  to  the  court,  hi*  innliea 
plei^e  10  obMrve.  He  knew  bnt  little  of  miljUry 
law,  and  he  bad  not  n  taste,  by  what  bad  lu|^ 
pened,  otaated  in  kim  for  aequiriog  a  knowledM 
of  more;  but  he  believed  there  waa  no  CXampM 
on  reeord  where  Ibe  aebteiMB  of  the  eourl  baa 
been  erased,  and  a  aentenee  mm  ptonounead  by  it 
carried  into  exeeuiion.  It  bad  been  •uggested 
tbal  the  eourl  bad  peoaouneed  two  aentenee*,  and 
[bat  the  Oeoeral  bad  a  right  to  aelect  eilber. 
Two  sefiteneea  I  Two  verdieia  I  It  wa*  not  ao, 
Tbe  first,  by  being  revoked,  was  as  though  it  bad 
never  bean  pronounced.  And  there  remained 
only  one  sentence,  which  was  pot  aside  upon  tba 
sole  authority  of  tbe  commander,  and  the  exeeo- 
tion  of  tbe  prisoner  ordered.  He-  either  had  M 
had  not  a  right  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of  that 
man  witbont  the  intervention  of  a  conrL  If  be 
had  [be  right,  be  waived  it,  and  having  riolaled 
the  aentenee  of  the  court,  there  wa*  brought  upon 
tbe  judiela]  adminialraiion  of  the  Army  a  re- 
proBcb,  which  unsl  ocGuion  the  moat  lastiag 
lagteL 
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HovevM  fnUtf  tb«M  nan  wan,  thcr  AvM 
Mt  fcKTe  bmn  CDademned  ot  exttoled  wiiboai 
te  ■nthoritjr  of  ths  taw.  He  would  not  dwell, 
M  thia  time,  on  the  efieol  of  ihaaa  preecdanta  in 
loKigB  oovnlrica,  but  lie  would  aot  pao*  anno- 
liced  tkair  dugerons  inflaeace  ia  oar  own  eoun- 

7.  Badeumplea  are  gesereUj  aet  io  ihe  eoea 
bad  mes,  and  often  remote  from  ike  central 
GvTcrsment.  It  waa  in  lbs  proTineea  were  laid 
tke  nbvaea  aikd  tbeaeedsof  ibeambitioatprcgeeta 
'  Vfhieb  erenaroed  the  libertiea  of  Rome.  He 
boaeecbed  tbe  Comraitice  not  to  be  uken  oapliTc 
by  tbe  ehirmi  of  eleqneieeand  tbe  appcatamnde 
to  our  puaioBs  and  our  aymiMthiaj  ao  ai  to  for- 
(tt  tbt  Audamenul  prineiplea  of  onr  gotrern- 
Mcnta.  Tbe  inflnence  of  i  bad  example  would 
oftMt  befdt  wben  itaantborsand  alltbeciranm- 
iMiMeB  eonnecled  with  it  were  do  longer  remen- 
band.  He  knew  of  but  one  analofoas  inatanee 
of  tbe  «ceeation  of  a  prJaonei,  and  tbat  bad 
bnugfal  more  ediam  (ban  elmoal  anr  Mber  inci- 
dest  on  tbe  nnbapp;  Emperor  of  Prance.  He 
Unded  to  the  loaMDce  of  the  execntion  of  the 
Mifartanate  member  of  tbe  BooTboa  honaa.  He 
fcnd  eangbt  an  aaylam  in  the  territoriea  of  Baden. 
Benmrte  deipatebed  a  oorpa  of  f  ea  d'armea  le 
tbt  plaee  of  hit  retreat,  aaiaed  him  and  brotq^bt 
him  to  the  duDgeoaa  of  ViacenDea.  He  waa 
dMre  tried  by  a  conrt  martial,  condemned,  and 
abot.  There,  ai  here,  wai  a  Tiolation  of  neotrftl 
leirritofT;  there  the  neDtral  groand  waa  not 
gained  with  the  blood  of  him  whom  it  ahoold 
hBTfl  protected.  And  there  waa  anoibcr  moat 
nnfotlsnate  diSerenee,  far  the  American  exam- 
ple. Tbe  Ddc  D'EagheiD  was  exeevled  nceord- 
uu  to  bii  tentanee.  It  ii  aaid  bj  Ihe  defendera 
M  Hapoleon  ibat  the  Daka  bad  been  machina- 
ting not  merelf  to  OTeriaiD  ibe  French  Gtorern- 
meni,  bni  agaiait  the  life  of  ita  chief.  If  that 
weretrn^  he  migbi,  tf  taken  in  Franee,  bare 
b«en  legallr  execated.  Soeh  wm  the  odium 
broggbt  nponihe  inatrninemi  of  (his  tmnsactlon, 
Ibattboee  peraoni  who  have  been  enn  •uapecied 
sf  participation  in  il  have  lougbt  to  riadicale 


tbeimaelvet,  from  what  ther  appear  to  have  con- 

-=-*—*'  "  an  MpenioD,  before  foreign  Conrto.  In 

1  of  thia  pari  of  tbe  wbjcet,  Mr.  C. 


d  that  be  mtist  cheeifkiHr  and  enitrely  aaqiiit- 

led  Octtcral  Jackaon  of  any  iotentiot  to  ^otaie 
the  WwB  of  the  covnlrr,  or  the  oUigatiooa  ef  bn- 
ntBitf .  Hrwaa  peranaded,  from  ul  that  ha  bid 
kaard,lfaat  be  thought  himKlfcqnallrrcapeciiog 
and  obacrrnig  both.  With  reipeet  to  the  portly 
•f  bia  InteDuone,  therefore,  he  Vaa  dl^Kved  to 
Ulow  it  in  the  moat  extenaiva  degree.  Of  hia 
acta,  aaid  Hr.  O.,  it  ia  mj  daiy  to  apeak  with  the 
fteedom  which  beloogs  to  Qiy  Maiioo.  And  1 
iball  now  proceed  to  coDiider  Eome  of  ibem,  of 
tbe  most  moncatoua  character,  aa  it  regards  tbe 
tfiattibnilon  of  Ihe  powers  of  Ooverameiii. 

Of  all  the  pDwers  eonft-rred  by  tbe  Conslitn- 
lion  of  the  Uoited  Stales,  not  one  is  more  ex- 
preaaljp  and  exclusively  granted  than  Ihai  is  to 
CoD^reta  of  deelariag  war.  Tbe  immortal  coo- 
venion  who  framed  thai  iastrument  had  abun- 
dant reason  for  confiding  thia  irentendoat  power 


to  tbe  delibanie  jndguMnt  of  Uw  Repreaentatteaa 
of  the  pecfle,  drawn  from  every  pnge  of  biitotf. 
It  vaa  ibeie  seen  tbat  Dationa  are  often  praelm* 
tated  into  niicona  war  ftma  foUy,  IVoU  tirid^ 
iron  ambition,  and  from  the  desire  of  miUtary 
fame.  It  was  believed,  no  doubt,  in  comniitiig 
this  great  inhject  tothaLcgUtatnre  of  theUniea, 
we  should  be  safe  from  the  m»d  wars  thai  have 
aSioted  and  desolated  nnd  rained  oiber  cotiDtrim. 
It  waa  snppoaed  tbat  before  any  wni  wo  deeluel 
the  nature  of  the  injury  eom^ioed  of  woold  bt 
carefully  examined,  tbe  power  tnd  resoniccsaf 
the  enamj  estimated,  in«  tbe  power  ud  tbeie- 


of  ranhaeas,  which  haa  been  manifeetea  i 
Florida,  that  tbe  constitution  was  so  framed.  U 
then  this  power,  tbua  eautiostlr  and  elearly  be- 
stowed upon  Congreaa,  has  been  asaomed  iM 
edby  any  ether  fanetionnry  of  tbe  Oov- 
ernment,  it  is  canse  of  serious  alaim,  end  it  b»- 
eame  that  body  to  vindicate  and  maintain  it* 
anihorily  by  all  the  means  ia  its  power,  and  yet 
there  are  semegentlemen  whowmild  h«v«  nanot 
merely  to  yield  a  tame  and  silent  aequieaeeneeM 
the  encreaehmeoi,  but  lo  paat  even  a  roCe  of 
thanks  to  tbe  author. 

On  the  S5tb  of  Match,  1818,  Hr.  C.  eootiaued, 
the  President  of  tbe  United  Stales  eammBoienlcn 
a  Heseage  to  Congress  in  rcbtion  to  the  Beati- 
nole  war,  in  which  be  deeJated  that,  alihongb  in 
the  proeeeution  ef  it,  ovdera  had  been  givso  te 
pesa  luto  the  Spaniab  iciTttwr,  they  were  so 
gnarded  as  that  the  looal  anthoriiies  of  8|m1b 
should  be  respected.  How  re^tccted  1  Tbe  Presi- 
dent, by  the  documeals  accompanying  tbe  BAea* 
sage,  the  ordera  ibematlvea  which  i*ued  from 
the  Department  of  War  to  the  coomanding  Oon- 
eral,  had  assured  tbe  Legislature  that,  even  if  the 
eaemy  should  take  shelter  under  a  SpairiBh  for* 
trees,  the  fortress  was  not  to  be  attacked,  but  tbe 
fact  lo  be  reported  lo  that  department  foe  further 
orders.  OoBgresi  saw,  therefore,  that  there  waa 
no  danger  of  violating  the  existing  peace.  And 
yel,  on  the  seme  S5th  day  of  March,  (a  most  ain- 
gnler  eoneorrenoe  of  dates,)  when  the  Bepreean- 
taiives  of  the  peepla  raeeive  tUa  aelemn  Um- 
sage,  umounced  In  tbe  pnsenee  of  the  antiM 
and  in  Ibe  faee  of  ibe  world,  luid  in  themidat  of 
a  friendly  aegotiaiion  with  Spuin,  does  'GcnoMl 
Jackaon  write  from  bis  headquarters  that  he  shall 
uke  Si.  Marka  as  a  neeeaaary  depot  for  bia  milt* 
lary  (^rations  I  The  Oeaeval  states,  ia  bis  le»' 
ter,  what  be  bad  heard  about  the  threat  on  tbe 
part  ef  the  Indians  and  negraes,  to  eotupf  the 
fort,  and  deolarea  bis  purpose  to  poneea  himaetf 
of  it  in  eicber  of  the  two  contingencies  of  in 
behg  in  tbeir  hands  or  in  the  bands  ef  the  Span- 
iards. He  assumed  a  right  to  judge  what  Spain 
was  hound  to  do  by  her  irea^,  and  jmlged  mj 
eorrecity ;  but  then  he  also  assnmed  tbe  power, 
betoBsiag  to  Congress  alone,  of  detorminiBg  what 
should  be  the  M'ect  and  eonsemenee  of  bur 
breach  of  engagemeaL  General  Jaobon  aener> 
ally  perferma  what  he  intimates  hia  intunuoa  ta 
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Wm  arti,  ha  MkM,  ibe  jnt 
tk«  legiaUlin  bodr.  w  ll>e  aanmniwi  of  ike 
<aaef  Macbtiala,  rnor*  abu«d7  The  Spubli 
oommaodei  inliMaUd  hit  willinguaa  tut  the 
AmericaD  war  •kouU  take  poel  oav  hiin,  until 
ke  eonld  hare  Ipelmctioiu  bom  hb  niMrior  cA- 
oaf,  end  promKed  u>  maiaUin,  iu  thsBMn  time, 
the  nuMt  fiiendlr  Riaiioiu.  No  1  Su  Uvkt  nu 
a  eoBTenieat  poet  for  the  AmeiiBaa  amr,  >Bd 
delay  waa  iDaomunble-  He  had  elwape  aadef- 
■tood  that  the  Indiaoa  bat  raietf  take  or  dcfead 
fWireue*,  becaaae  ther  *rc  nnskiUtd  in  the  modat 
of  aitaek  and  defence.  The  threat,  theNfore,  on 
tkeii  part,  to  acize  oa  St.  Uarks,  mutt  hare  been 
taWj,  and  woaid  piobabl;  bare  been  impiaeii- 
«BMc.  At  all  arant«,  when  Ooieral  Jaokaon  ai- 
nr«d  there,  no  daagw  auf  loogci  tkreaieacd  ibe 
JbMiUnl  iron  ika  miwmble  iogitiv*  IndiaB^ 
wVo  fled  on  ail  aide*  npon  hiaapproaeh. 

And,  air,  upon  wfcat  plaa  ta  ui*  nolatioa  of 
orden,  and  thia  act  of  war  npoo  a  foreign  Powar, 
attempted  to  be  jaMiAed  ?  Upon  tka  gtOMd  of 
ooDYeaieoee  ef  the  depot  and  the  ladiaa  threat. 
The  flrat  be  wovid  not  aeiieoalr  ♦ifinjat  mad 
espoae.  If  the  Spaniah  ehkraet«r  of  tha  fort  had 
been  toiallr  mai^d  In  the  ladiaa  ekaiaotei,  it 
If  ifl>k(  hare  been  jaiiiGable  to  aeim  it.  Bnt  tkat 
waa  not  the  fact;  and  the  bare  poaaibiliir  of  iu 
kaing  forciUf  lakeii  bj  the  Udiaiia,  eonld  not 
JKatiif  our  antJcipatinc  tbeJr  blow.  Of  all  the 
odioot  traoMAtioM  i^hiok  occurred  daring  the 
lata  war  beiween  France  and  Sn^land,  none  waa 
mors  condemned  in  Europe  and  ta  Ihia  coonirr 
iJwa  tba  aaizwa  of  ike  fleet  of  Deataark  at  Oo- 
IMBhBgcB.  Aad  he  lamented  to  be  oUioed  to 
notioc  the  anakifr  which  exiaied  iu  ike  deMBCea 
laade  ol  the  two  eaiaa.  If  hit  reonlleotioB  dU 
DMdecairehimjBoqapaitekaderoeMdtkeHUa* 
Nid  the  Alpa— ttad  conqieKd  Iiair,  the  Neiker- 
laada,  Holland,  Hanfirer,  Lobeo,  and  Hanbarg — 
and  extended  hi*  empire  ai  far  a*  Altona,  on  the 
aide  of  Denmark.  A  few  dajra'  march  would 
kare  eariitd  him  throagb  HoUtein,  over  the  two 
Balu,  Ihiengh  Fonen,  and  into  tiie  uland  of  Zea- 
lund.  What  then  waa  the  eoadwti  of  Bagtaad  7 
U  wu  ray  lot,  Hr.  C.  laid,  to  fall  into  canTBi- 
■ation  with  aa  inteUigent  Engliikman  oa  thia 
aubjeet.  "  We  kaew  (mid  be)  that  we  wenflf  ht- 
'  iflg  fot  oor  exiatcaoe.  It  waa  ahwlaialF  naeea- 
'  aary  that  we  ihoold  praterra  the  eemiwud  of 
'theaca*.    IT  the  fleet  of  Denmark  fell  into  ike 

■  enemy'*  kaad*,  combined  wiih  ki*  other  fleet*, 
'  tkat  eomraand  might  be  rendetad  donbtAil. 
<  Denmark  had  only  a  nominal  iadepeodcaee. 
'  She  wa*  in  troth  subject  to  hi*  away.    Wa  aaid 

■  to  bar,  gire  o*  your  fleet;  it  will  oihetwise  be 
'  taken  poaaearion  of  by  yonr  *CBret  aad  our  opea 
'  «nemy.    We  will  preaerra  it,  and  reelore  it  to 

■  yon  wheoarer  the  daogai  ihall  be  of  ar.  Den- 
'  isark  refnaed.  Copenhagen  waa  bmmbatded, 
'sallanlly  dafended,  but  iGe  fleet  waa  aeized." 
Krerfwhere  tha  oondnct  of  England  wai  een- 
aared ;  and  the  aanM  ereo  of  the  aegotiator  who 
ifM  employed  by  bar,  aad  who  waa  etilieeqaaaily 


the  Uinietee  near  thia  Qa«niBiant,  waa  aaaaoabr 
ever  |»onowtcad  here  without  coupling  witk  ■ 
an  epUbet  indicating  hi*  participation  in  the  dia- 
ftaixral  tranaaeiion.  And  yei  we  are  goiag  ta 
■anotion  act*  of  fiolance,  committed  ky  o&^ 
selret,  which  bvt  too  much  retemble  it  I  What 
aa  important  difiarenee,  too,  between  the  telaiire 
candiuou  of  England  and  of  ihii  coantry  I  Ska 
perhap*  wat  *tr«ggling  for  her  exiatenee.  Sbe 
waacombat)Bg,aii^le-kanded.  the  moat  enormona 
military  Power  thai  ibe  world  has  erei  known. 
Who  ware  wa  contending  wUbl  With  a  few 
hBlf^tarrad,  half^elodted,  wretched  ladiaBa  aad 
fugitira  alarea.  And,  whilst  carrying  on  thia  in- 
^Drioua  war— ii^lorioDa  a*  it  regarda  the  lauiala 
or  renowa  won  in  ii— we  riolaie  neutral  rigbta, 
which  the  Oovernment  had  aolemnlr  pledged 
itadf  to  ratpact,  upon  tlte  principle  ot  conreai- 
eace,  or  npoa  tke  light  praanmpuoo  thai,  by  poa- 
hUIm^,  a  poet  might  be  taken  by  thia  miaeiaUe 
oombmaiioa  i^  Indiana  and  alarea. 

Os  the  Sih  of  April  the  General  wrilca  from 
Sl  Marks  that  he  ahali  march  for  the  'SnWBMy  ' 
river;  the  deatroyiog  of  the  cetabliahmenu  oa 
wkieh  will,  in  his  opinion,  bring  the  war  to  a 
eloee.  Aeeordiagly,  naring  eOecied  tkat  objaet, 
ha  writaa  on  the  SOth  of  A^iril  that  he  believea 
be  may  aay  the  war  ia  at  an  end  for  the  praeant. 
He  repeat*  the  aame  opinion  in  his  letter  to  ike 
Secretary  of  War,  written  six  day*  afitcr.  Tka 
w«  being  tbo*  ended,  it  might  hare  been  hoped 
tkat  BO  farther  boatUuies  wonld  bare  been  oom- 
miucd.  Bat,  oa  tke  83d  of  May,  on  kia  way 
kerne,  he  reeelree  a  latter  from  ihe  commaadaat 
of  Peaiacokk  iatimatinif  hie  enrptiae  at  tka  iawa^ 
aion  of  tka  Bpaaiah  lanitory,  and  the  acta  of  kaa- 
tility  perftcned  by  the  Amacioaa  amy,  and  ki* 
dewminatioD,  if  peiaiaicd  in,  to  emfdoy  foice  M 
repel  tkaro.  Let  as  panae  aiid  ammiae  tkia  pn- 
eeeding  of  tke  Qoremor,  ao  tery  koatile  aad 
afiOBbre  in  the  view  of  Qcnaral  Jaakaoa.  Baa^ 
oUeet  that  he  was  OoveiaM  of  Florida;  tkat  k« 
~  neeired  no  ordera  from  bia  anpariem  to  aHaw 
■siaga  to  ihe  Ameriaan  army;  thai  he  had 
rd  M  the  reduction  of  St.  Marks ;  aad  that 
Oenetal  Jaoksen.  at  tke  head  of  hia  army,  waa 
appnaohiag  in  toe  direation  of  Paaaaoola.  He 
had  aaaa  the  Praaidant'a  Mesaage  of  tke  S6tk  of 
March,  and  reminded.  Qeaeral  Jackaan  a(  it,  M 
lulafy  him  that  the  Ametiean  GoranmcBl  eould 
aot  hare  antbocized  all  tboae  raeaawaa.  Mr.  C. 
aaid  ka  eeald  apt  read  tke  allusiaB  made  by  tka 


lo  that  Maaaage,  withotu  faeting 
the  charge  of  inatneertiy  which  it  implied  had 
at  leoM  but  too  much  tbe  appearance  of  iralk 
ia  iL  Coold  ihe  Qoremor  ure  done  lem  tkan 
write  acme  each  letter  1  We  kava  only  to  Bovaraa 
aitoation*,  and  to  tnppoaa  him  to  hare  baaa  aa 
American  Ooveraor.  Geacral  Jackson  says,  that 
when  he  reaeired  that  letter,  he  nolenger  haai- 
tated.  No,  sir,  be  did  no  longer  heeitaie.  He 
received  it  on  the  SSd ;  he  waa  in  Pensaoola  oa 
the  Mth,  and  immediately  after  aai  himaelf  ba- 
toft  the  fortress  San  Carloa  da  Baraoeaa,  whiak 
he  skotily  reduced.  Feni,  tidi,  viei.  Wooderfal 
eaergyl    Admirable  promptitude  I    Alaalibatit 
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bid  BOX  bMi  an  mttgf  ni  a  proaiptftiide  wtthin 
the  pale  of  tlra  Conttitatioit,  aod  ■eeordin;  ta 
the  arden  or  Itia  Chief  HagUima  t  It  wai  im- 
potribletoeiTeaDr  dcBniiioD  of  warlfaai  woald 
BOI  compreDeod  loese  acli.  It  was  opeo,  undir 
failed,  aod  nnaDlborixed  boctilitjr. 

The  hooorable  gentlemtB  from  MiMaeboKtU 
bad  eDdcsTored  to  detire  wme  anthoiitv  to  Gen- 
eral JacktoD  from  the  Mewage  of  the  PretideDt, 
and  Ihfl  letter  of  the  Secreurr  of  War  to  Ghir- 
•rnorBibb.  TbemeMage  declare*  (hat  tbeSpan- 
jih  aaihorltiet  ar«  to  be  reapected  wbererer 
DainlaiDed.  Wbit  ibe  Preaideat  meaoi  by  ibcir 
being  miintaioed,  U  explained  in  ibe order*  them- 
NlTe(,br  Ibe  eiireme  ease  beiospat  of  the  enemy 
•acking  (belter  under  a  Spanisb  forL  Ifereo  in 
that  case  be  was  not  lo  attack,  cenainlf  ha  waa 
BOI  to  aitaek  in  anf  ease  of  lew  iiren^ib.  Tbe 
letter  loOoTernor  Bibb  admit*  of  a  similar  ez- 
nbnatioo.  When  tbe  Secietarf  sayi,  in  ibat 
leiier,  that  General  Jackson  is  folly  empowered 
to  bring  the  Seminole  war  lo  a  coDcinsioii,  be 
neaDs  that  be  i*  ao  empowered  by  his  orders, 
whieh,  being  now  before  nt,  mast  speak  for  tbem- 
aelves.  It  doe*  not  appear  that  Qeoeral  Jackson 
erer  saw  that  letter,  which  wa*  dated  at  thi*  place 
after  tbe  capture  of  St.  Marks.  Ha  woold  take 
a  momentary  glance  at  the  orders.  On  the  2d  of 
December,  1817,  General  Oaine*  was  forbidden 
to  crora  tbe  Florida  line.  8c*en  days  after,  tbe 
Secretary  of  War  baTiDgarri*ed  here,  and  infused 
a  lilile  more  energy  into  onr  coancili,  he  was  au- 
thorized to  use  a  sound  discretion  in  crouiog  it 
or  not.  On  tba  16th,  he  was  initrncted  again  to 
consider  bimaelf  at  liberty  to  orass  tbe  lloe,  and 
parsna  tbe  enemy ;  ba^  if  he  took  refuge  under 
a  Spanish  fortress,  tbe  fact  was  to  be  reported  to 
the  Department  of  War.  These  order*  were 
transmitted  to  General  Jackson,  and  oontiituted, 
or  ongbl  to  bare  eonstitnied,  bis  gaide.  There 
ma  then  no  justification  for  the  occupation  of 
PcBsacola,  and  the  atlaek  ou  tbe  Barancaa,  in  the 
Mcaaage  of  tbe  Preaideitt,  tbe  letter  to  Oorernor 
Bibb,  or  in  the  orders  themtelTe*.  Tbe  gentleman 
fromIlias*acbn*etl*wodd  pardon  him  for  saying 
that  be  bad  undertaken  what  even  bii  talent* 
were  not  competent  to — tbe  maintenance  of  dt' 
rtctly  contradictory  proposition*,  that  It  wa*  right 
in  General  Jackson  to  take  Pensaeola,  and  wrong 
in  the  Preiident  to  keep  it.  Tbe  gentleman  ba* 
made  a  greater  mistake  than  be  aiqtposes  Qaaeral 
Jaekson  to  hare  done  in  attacking  Pensaeola  for 
■B  Indian  town,  by  attempting  the  defence  both 
of  ibePreaidentana  GeneralJackion.  If  itware 
right  in  him  to  seixe  the  place,  it  is  impossible 
that  it  should  hare  been  right  in  the  President 
immediately  to  sDrrendcr  ii.  We,  sir,  are  the 
snpporlera  of  the  President.  We  regret  that  we 
cannot  Buppott  General  Jackion  alio.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman's liberality  i*  more  comprehensive  than 
«nr*.  I  appro*ed,  with  all  my  bean,  of  the  rei- 
toraiioD  of  Pensaeola.  I  think  Bt.  Marks  ought, 
perhapi,  to  bare  been  alio  restored;  butliaythi* 
with  donbt  and  diffidence.  That  tbe  PrMidenl 
Utottght  the  seizare  of  the  S^niah  posts  was  an 
act  01  war,  is  manifest  from  bie  opcBiog  Mess^e, 


in  wfaitb  he  says,  that  to  have  retained  tben, 
would  bive  changed  otir  relations  with  Spain,  to 
do  whieh  the  power  of  tbe  Bseeotire  was  incom- 
petent, Congreas  alone  poaiesdng  it.  Tbe  Pre^ 
ident  ha*,  in  ihii  instance,  deserred  well  of  bi* 
country.  He  bai  taken  the  only  course  which  be 
could  have  punned,  coaiiitent  with  tbe  Coniti- 
tatioD  of  tbe  land.  And  be  defied  ibegenitcman 
to  make  good  both  his  positions,  that  the  General 
was  right  in  taking,  and  tbe  President  richt  in 
siring  up  the  post*.  [Mr.  MoLKBa  explained. 
We  took  these  potts,  he  said,  lo  keep  them  from 
tbe  bands  of  the  enemy,  and^  in  restoring  them, 
made  it  a  condition  that  Sfiam  should  not  let  onr 
enemy  bare  them.  We  said  to  her,  here  is  yottr 
dagger ;  we  found  it  in  the  hands  of  our  enemy, 
and  baring  wrested  it  from  him,  we  restore  it  lo 
you  in  the  hope  that  yon  will  take  better  care  of 
It  for  the  future.]  Mr.  G.  proceeded.  Tfaegen- 
tlemanfrom  Ma  leaehuiett*  was  truly  unfortunatef 
fact  or  principle  was  alway*  againat  h(m.  Tbe 
Spanish  posts  were  not  in  the  possession  of  lb* 
enemy.  One  old  Indian  only  was  found  in  the 
Baraoeas,  none  In  PeDsacola,  none  in  8i.  Marks. 
There  was  not  eren  the  color  of  a  threat  of  IndiaB 
ocenpation  as  it  regards  Pensaeola  and  tbe  Ba- 
rancas.  Peniacola  was  to  be  reaiored  uncondi- 
tionally, and  might,  tberefiire,  immediately  bare 
come  into  tbe  posseaaion  of  the  Indians,  if  they 
had  the  power  and  the  will  to  uke  it.  The  gea- 
tleman  was  in  a  dilemma,  from  wfaich  there  waa 
no  escape.  He  gare  up  General  Jackson  when 
'le  supported  the  President;  and  gare  up  the  Pr«- 
lident  when  he  supported  General  Jackson.  Hr. 
3.  said  he  rejoiced  to  bare  teen  the  Presideaf 
manifesting,  by  tbe  restoration  of  Pensaeola,  his 
derotedncs*  to  the  Constitution.  When  the  wbol« 
connirywa* ringing  with  planditi for  it*  capture, 
he  *aid  and  he  said  alone,  in  the  limited  eirole  in 
which  be  moTed,  that  the  President  mnst  sur- 
render it ;  that  be  could  not  hold  it.  It  was  not 
fait  intention,  be  etid,  to  inquire  whether  tbe  armf 
was  or  wa*  not  constiiutionalty  marched  into 
Florida.  It  was  not  a  clear  question,  and  he  wne 
inclined  to  think  ibat  the  eipreaa  authority  of 
Congress  ought  to  hare  been  aaked.  The  gen- 
ileman  from  Haaaacb  use  lis  woold  allow  him  to 
refer  to  a  part  of  tbe  correspondence  at  Ghent 
different  from  that  which  he  bad  quoted.  He 
would  find  the  oondilioa  of  the  Indians  there  ae- 
enrately  defined.  And  it  was  widely  rariant  from 
tbe  gentleman's  idea*  on  this  subject.  Tbe  Id- 
diant,  aceordjo|:  lo  the  statement*  of  tbe  Amer- 
ican Commitaioaers  at  Ghent,  inhabiting  tbe 
United  Statet,hare  a  qualified  sorereignty  only, 
the  *upreme  sorereigniy  residing  in  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  Slate*.  Tbey  lire  under 
their  own  laws  and  custom*,  may  inhabit  and 
bunt  their  lands;  bat  acknowledge  the  protection 
of  tbe  United  Slaiei,  and  bare  no  right  to  aeH 
their  lands  but  to  the  Goreraraent  of  the  United 
Slates.  Porei^  Power*  or  foreign  subject*  have 
DO  right  to  maintain  any  iniercoutte  with  ibem^ 
without  onr  permission.  They  are  not,  therefore, 
independent  nations,  a*  the  gentleman  suppoied. 
Maintaining  the  relation  deteribed  with  tbea^ 
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we  muat  Mow  >  aimilir  relaiioD  lo  exist  between 
SMin  and  tbe  Indiam  lesldiDgr  wilbin  her 
nuoioni.  She  mut  be,  tberefare,  regarded  u  tbe 
mvereign  t>r  Floridi,  and  we  are  aceordiDgl; 
treating  with  her  for  the  parcbsie  of  ii.  Id 
(triclnets,  then,  we  onght  Srst  lo  bare  demanded 
of  ber  to  reiiraiik  the  ladians,  and,  that  failiag, 
we  sbould  hare  demaaded  a  rigbt  of  paaiage  for 
our  armr.  Bat,  If  the  PreBJdent  had  the  power 
tomarchsDirmf  into  Florida  wiibont  oootuliing 
Spain,  and  withoot  the  aathorilf  of  Coaffress,  be 
bad  no  power  to  aDlhorize  anf  aet  of  hosijlii; 
aninat  her.  Iftbegenileman  bad  eren  succeed- 
ed in  ahowiDgtbat  an  authority  waa  conveyed  b; 
the  Esecotive  to  General  Jaekaon  lo  take  tbe 
Spaniah  posla,  he  would  only  hare  establighed 
that  aneonatiiatioDal  order*  bad  been  given,  and 
thereby  transferred  the  disapprobation  from  the 
military  officer  to  the  Biecutive.  But  no  auch 
ordera  were,  in  truth,  given.  Tbe  President  bad 
acted  ia  conformity  to  the  Conatitailon,  when  be 
forbade  tbe  attack  of  a  Spanish  fort,  and  when, 
in  the  same  spirit,  be  aDrreadered  the  poaia  them- 
•elvea. 

He  would  not  trespiaa  moeh  longer  upon  the 
time  of  tbe  Commliiea ;  bal  be  trnaied  be  should 
be  indulged  with  some  few  refleetiona  apoo  tbe 
danger  of  pemitiing  ihe  condact,  on  which  it 
bad  been  his  paiofnl  duty  to  animadvert,  to  pass, 
without  a  solemn  eipreasion  of  this  House. 
Recall  to  your  recolleetioo,  said  he,  the  free  na- 
tiona  wbtcfa  have  gone  before  us.  Where  are 
they  DOW,  and  bow  have  Ibeylost  their liberlieal 
If  we  could  transport  ouraelves  back  to  the  ages 
when  Qreeee  and  Borne  flourished  in  ibeir 
gieateat  prosperity,  and,  mingling  in  the  ibrong 
aak  a  Grecian  If  he  did  not  fear  some  daring 
miliisrf  chieftain,  covered  with  glory,  some 
Philip  or  Alexander,  wonld  one  dav  overthrow 
bia  liberties?  No  I  nor  the  confident  and  in- 
difnant  Grecian  would  exclaim,  we  hare  no 
thing  to  fear  from  oar  heroes ;  our  liberties  wilt 
be  eternal.  If  a  Roman  citizen  bad  been  asked, 
if  be  did  not  fear  the  eonqaeror  of  Chiul  might 
ctubliah  a  throne  upon  the  ruins  of  the  public 
liberty,  be  wonld  ^ave  ineianlly  repelled  the 
UBJoat  insinuation.  Yet  Greece  had  fallen,  Cieaar 
haa  paned  the  Rabieon,  and  the  patriotic  arm 
flven  of  Brutus  eould  not  preserve  the  liberties 
of  bia  connlryl  The  celebrated  Madame  de 
Stael,  in  her  laU  and  perhaps  best  work,  has 
said,  that  in  the  Tery  year,  almost  the  very 
month,  when  the  Preatdent  of  the  Directory  de- 
clared that  monarchy  wonld  never  more  show 
ita  frightful  head  in  France,  Bonaparte,  with 
bia  grenadierv,  entered  ihe  palace  of  Baint 
Cloud,  and,  dispersing  with  the  bayonet  tbe 
depatiea  of  the  people,  deliberating  on  tbe  affair* 
of  the  State,  laid  the  foandations  of  thai  vast 
fabric  of  despotism  which  overshadowed  all 
Barope.  He  hop>ed  not  to  be  misunderstood  ;  he 
was  far  from  intimating  that  General  Jackson 
oheriahed  any  designs  inimical  te  the  liberties  of 
the  country.  He  believed  his  intentions  pure 
and  patriotic.    He  thanked  God  that  be  wonld 
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noi,  but  he  thanked  him  still  more  thai  be  could 


not,  If  he  wonld,  overturn  iba  liberties  of  tbe 
Republic.  But  precedents,  If  bad,  were  fraught 
witn  ihs  rooit  dangerous  consequences.  Iud 
has  been  described,  by  some  of  iboie  who  have 
treated  of  his  nature,  as  a  bundle  of  habits. 
Tbe  definition  was  much  truer  when  applied  to 
Governments.  Precedents  were  their  habits. 
There  was  one  important  difference  between  ihe- 
formation  of  habits  by  an  individual  and  by 
Governments.  He  contracts  it  only  after  fre- 
quent repetition.  A  single  iuaianee  fixes  the 
habit  and  determines  tbe  direction  of  Gorern- 
menls.  Against  the  alarming  doctrine  of  on- 
limited  discretion  in  oar  military  commanders,' 
when  applied  even  to  prisoners  of  war,  he  most 
enter  his  protest.  It  began  upon  them  ;  it  would 
end  on  us.  He  hoped  that  oar  happy  form  of 
Qoveruroeut  was  destined  to  be  perpetual.  Bat 
if  it  were  to  be  preserved,  it  must  be  by  the 
practice  of  virtue,  by  justice,  by  moderation,  by 
raagDanimity,  by  xreaineas  of  soul,  by  keeping  a 
watchful  and  steady  eye  on  the  Eieculive:  and, 
above  all,  by  holding  to  a  strict  aceonatabiiilr 
the  milliary  branch  of  ibe  public  force. 

We  are  fighting,  said  Mr.  C,  a  great  moral 
battle  for  the  benefit,  not  only  of  our  connirr, 
but  of  all  mankind.  The  eyes  of  tbe  whole 
world  are  in  fixed  attention  upon  us.  One,  and 
the  largest  portion  of  it,  is  gazing  with  contempt, 
with  jealousy,  and  with  envy;  the  other  por- 
lion^  with  hope,  with  confidence,  and  with  af- 
fection. Everywhere  tbe  black  cloud  of  legiti- 
macy is  suspended  over  the  world,  tare  only  one 
bright  spot,  which  breaks  out  from  the  political 
hemisphere  of  the  West,  to  brighten,  and  ani- 
mate, and  gladden  tbe  human  heart.  Obscure 
that,  by  the  downfall  of  liberty  here,  and  all 
mankind  are  enriirouded  in  one  universal  dark* 
nets.  To  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  belongs  the  high 
privilege  of  transmitting  unimpaired,  to  poster- 
ity, Ibe  fair  character  and  the  liberty  of  onr 
conntry.  Do  you  expect  to  execute  this  high 
trust  by  trampling,  or  suffering  to  be  trampled, 
down  law,  justice,  tbe  Constitution,  and  the 
rights  of  other  peopled  By  ezhibiling  exam- 
ples of  inhumanity,  and  cruelly,  and  ambilionl 
When  tbe  minions  of  despotism  beard  in  Ba- 
rope  of  the  seizure  of  Peniacola,  bow  did  Ibay 
chuckle,  and  chide  tbe  admirers  of  our  inslitn- 
I,  tauntingly  pointing  lo  the  demoustraiion 
of  a  spirit  of  injustice  and  aggrandizement  made 
b^  our  country,  in  the  midst  of  amicable  nego- 
tuttion.  Behold,  said  tbey,  the  conduct  of  those 
who  are  constantly  reproaching  Kings.  Yea 
saw  how  those  admirers  were  astounded  and 
hung  their  beadr.  You  saw,  too,  when  that  il- 
lusirious  man,  who  presides  over  us,  adopted  his 
pBcifiOj  moderate,  and  jusi  course,  how  tbey  once 
more  lifted  up  their  heads,  wiih  exuitaiion  and 
delight  beamiug  in  their  countenances.  And 
you  satv  how  those  minions  themselves  were 
finally  compelled  to  unite  in  the  general  praises 
bestowed  up^n  our  Oovernment.  Beware  how 
you  forfeit  this  exalted  character.  Beware  how 
yoa  live  a  fatal  sanction,  in  this  infant  period  of 
ont  Republic,  scarcely  yet  two  score  years  old, 
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to  miliurj  iDtuboidinUioD.  Remeinb«r  tb4t 
Oieece  hid  her  Alexaader,  Rome  had  het  Casu, 
England  her  Cromwell,  France  her  Booaparte, 
-and,  that,  if  we  would  ucapa  ihe  roclc  on  which 
thev  split,  we  mutt  avoid  their  errors. 
How  differenl  has  been  the  trealmeot  of  Geo- 
-  eral  Jackson,  and  that  naodesi,  but  heroic  youDg 
iMD,  a  naiive  of  ooe  of  the  &malleit  Statet  ia 
the  Uoioh  who  achiered  for  his  couatry,  oa 
Lake  Elrie,  one  of  the  moat  glorious  victories  of 
(he  late  trar.  In  a  moment  of  passion  he  for- 
got btatelf,  and  offered  aoaclofviDleocejWhich 
'WBS  tepented  as  soon  as  perpetrated.  He  was 
ttiej,  and  suffered  the  judgment  pronouDced  by 
"(A  peers.  Public  justice  was  ibought  not  evea 
>iWn  to  be  satisfied.  The  presft  and  Coogresk  took 
tip  the  sabjeci.  Mr  honorable  friend  from  Vir- 
gin ia,  (Mr.  JoHNsoNj)  the  faithful  and  eotuist' 
ent  sentinel  of  the  law  and  of  the  Conatitution, 
disapproved,  in  that  instance,  aa  he  does  in  this, 
and  moved  an  inquiry.  The  public  mind  re- 
mained agitated  and  unappeued  onlil  the  recent 
atoaenient,  so  honorably  made  bf  the  gallant 
Commodore.  And  was  there  to  be  a  diatinciion 
between  the  officers  of  the  two  brauchai  of  the 
pnblic  service?  Are  formn  services,  however 
eminent,  to  protect  from  even  inquiring  into  re- 
cent misconduct  ?  Is  there  to  be  no  limit,  no 
prudential  bounds  to  the  national  gratitude  1  He 
was  not  disposed  to  censure  the  President  for 
not  ordering  a  court  of  inquiry  or. a  general 
court  martial.  Perhaps,  impelled  by  a  sense  of 
that  gratitude,  he  determined,  by  anticifation,  to 
extend  to  the  General  that  pardon  which  he  had 
the  undoubted  right  to  ^rantafier  sentence.  Let 
m,  said  Mr.  C_^not  &hnnk  from  our  diitv.  Let 
tu  assert  our  (Jonstitutional  powers,  and  vindi- 
cate the  instrument  from  military  violation. 

He  hoped  gentlemen  would  deliberately  aui- 
TCf  (be  awfulposition  on  which  we  stand.  They 
may  bear  down  all  opposition;  they  may  even 
vote  the  Qeneral  the  public  thanks:  they  nuy 
carry  him  triumphantly  through  tnis  House. 
But,  if  they  do,  hi  my  humble  judgment,  it  will 
be  a  triumph  of  the  principle  of  insubordination 
— a  triumph  of  the  military  over  tbe  civil  au- 
thority— a  triumph  over  the  powers  of  this 
House — a  triumph  over  the  Coniiitutioa  of  tbe 
land.  And  he  prayed  most  devoutly  to  Hea«eo, 
that  it  might  not  prove,  in  its  uLlimate  effects 
and  consequences,  a  triumph  over  the  liberties  of 
ihe  people. 

Hr.  JoHKsoK,  of  Kentucky,  rose  immediately 
after  Mr.  Clat.  He  felt  himself  called  on,  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  tbe  committee  whicn  bad 
had  ihiK  subject  under  consideration,  and  as  one 
of  tbe  minority  on  the  report  made  by  it  to  ex- 
press his  views  of  ibe  questions  involveu  in  the 
report,  and  in  the  propositions  moved  by  way  of 
amendment  to  it.    Without  further  preface,  be 

Jroceeded  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  Qeneral 
acksoD  =- '  .-  .1-  .  •  . 
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r,  had  been  the  subject 

?,  from  a  mieamce^ion  of  the  law  and 
or  the  facts  connected  with  it ;  and,  particularly, 
by  confounding  two  principles  of  the  laws  of 


nationa,  which  were  in  themselves  sefataleanl 
distinct.  Tbe  general  order  directing  the  exe- 
cutifin  of  these  men  asserted,  that  the  subject  of 
any  nation,  making  war  upon  a  nation  at  peace 
with  that  to  which  he  belongs,  is  an  outlaw  and 
a  pirate  i  and,  Mr.  J.  said,  it  was  correctly  as- 
serted. And  the  very  same  page  of  VatuL  oa 
which  gentlemen  relied  fot  tbe  support  of  their 
doctrine,  would  bear  him  out  in  that  for  which 
he  contended,  and  with  which  gentlemen  tiad 
confounded  one  entirely  different.  Tbat^  where 
persons  have  joined  tbe  standard  of  a  belligerent, 
they  may  claim  the  character  and  privileges  of 
tbe  belligerent  party,  was  a  principle  of  public 
law,  was  not  to  be  denied  ;  but,  if  an  individual 
takes  upon  himself  to  create  and  carry  on  a  war, 
withoui  authority  from  any  Qoverniaant,  it  wa* 
a  principle  equally  undeniable  tliat  he  is  an  out- 
taw  and  a  pirate — not  that  he  is  either  techni- 
cally, but  tnat,  in  fact  and  by  analogy,  he  ia  so 
to  be  regarded.  It  ia  an  established  principle  of 
public  Taw,  that  the  crew  of  any  vomI,  cdc*- 
ging  in  war  without  the  authority  of  any  oom* 
mission,  may  be  treated  as  pirates,  and  pat  to 
the  sword.  If.  on  tlie  land,  the  like  course  be 
pursued,  he  who  is  guilty  of  it  is  an  outlaw  and 
a  baodit,  and  may  be  put  to  the  sword.  This 
was  one  principle  of  public  law,  and  that  which 
gentlemen  had  triumphantly  asserted,  (aiut  which 
nobody  denied,)  was  a  wholly  difiereU  one; 
both  not  only  clearly  supported  by  the  amhiwitr 
of  FoJ^eL  but  in  iheaame  pageof  ibairet^ciecl 
and  exceuent  writer. 
Mr.  J.  said  he  would  venture  to  aay,  that  ererj 

§  round  taken  by  that  man  whose  valor  and  «Ott- 
uct  on  the  memorable  eighth  day  of  Janiuy,  ia 
the  darkest  period  of  the  late  war,  had  caawd 
joy  to  beam  from  ever^  face,  would  ba  fowd 
tenable  on  principles  which  have  prevailed  fr«n 
tbe  commencemenC  of  civilization  to  the  presoot  ' 
day.  He  pledged  himself  to  produce  chapter  aad 
verse  to  support  his  conduct  in  ever^  inetdeat  of 
that  war.  He  considered  the  esacntial  iatMsela 
of  justice  and  of  mercy  to  have  been  served  in 
the  execution  of  tbe  foreign  iacendarie*  who 
stimulated  ibe  Indians  to  barbarities  on  eiu  froa* 
tier  sejtiers;  and  that  the  military  oecBpaiua 
of  Flotida  by  General  Jackson  was  jOatiilaUe 
on  the  broad  oasis  of  national  law,  and  af  taared 
duty  to  his  cooniry.  When  gentlemen  undet- 
took  to  say,  that  General  Jacuon  had  not  tlie 
right  of  retaliation,  let  them  leoolleet  the  oaat  of 
proposed  retaliation,  during  the  RevolutioDarr 
war,  for  the  barbarous  murder  of  Captain  Hud- 
die.  And  on  whom  of  the  prisoners  in  our  power 
did  Ihe  lot  falH  Not  oa  a  miserable  ialerlopar, 
but  on  Captain  Asgill,  an  amiable  aad  aooMt- 
plished  officer.  What  then  said  Ihe  Congrea*  «f 
the  United  States — that  venerable  and  enlight- 
ened body  which  carried  us  through  the  Bevola- 
tionary  codAJciI  What  did  they  sayl  Why, 
sir,  not  only  that  the  Cora  man  der-in-chief,  Mt 
(hat  every  officer  on  separate  command,  poeaeaaed 
the  right  of  retaliation,  and  that  they  woald  sup- 
porc  him  in  tbe  exercise  of  it.  It  was  true,  that 
Asgill  was  released,  for  reasons  of  policy ;  \mk 
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tha  right  of  reUliKlion  wu  taUj 
Four  montbf,  Mr.  J.  uid,  alttf  the  fint  blood 
wu  spilt  in  the  BeroloiioDj  at  the  battle  of 
LexiugEon,  and  two  moatha  after  the  mtmorable 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  which  ahed  aoeh  a  liutre 
upon  our  ani»,aitd  neatlfayear  before  the  Decla- 
ration of  ladepeDdeace,  uia  qaettion  of  the  right 
of  relaliaiioD  wa*  uleiBDijr  diKimed  aad  settled 
in  the  carrfMpoaiieDce  between  Qeoeral  Wash- 
ington and  General  Ckifa;  in  which  the  former 
Woadly  asserted  the  right  of  retalialion,  and  de- 
^red  that  he  should  be  governed  by  it.  In 
order  to  take  from  our  commanding  General  this 
right  at  the  preieni  day,  Mr.  J.  laid,  lentlemeo 
had  again  blended  and  confounded  priociplea  of 
tbe  laws  of  nations,  which  in  [hemsel*e*  were 
entirely  distincL  In  caw  of  iodiriduaJs  in  an 
■rioy  TJolatinji  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the 
known  roles  of  war,  it  is  a  clear  principle  that 
ibey  may  be  paaished  with  death;  and  it  was  a 
principle  equally  clear,  thai  in  contending  with 
a  lavage  foe,  you  are  at  liberty  to  retaliate  on 
them  their  own  usages.  Bat  gentlemen  had 
blended  these  powers  and  right*  with  the  tight 
of  reprisal ;  and  bad  eonfounded  the  power  of 
'  It  death  acafitivc — a  tight  iniier- 
Bi  with  which  we  have 


putting  ti 


tleman  who  last  addressed  yoiL  has  expressed 
Us  opinion  that  the  iateutions  of  General  Jaek- 
aoB|  m  what  he  has  done,  were  good-  I  rejoice 
in  It,  sir,  from  my  respect  for  that  gentleman, 
whose  opinion  ha*  with  me  moia  weight  than 
liut  of  any  other  individual;  but  this  u  a  case 
in  which  ttie  obstinacy  of  nature  will  not  permit 
■w  to  surrender  my  opinio*  tu  any  individual 
whatever. 

It  had  been  denied,  thai  any  example  could  be 
produced  of  military  ezeeution,  at  tbe  fiat  of  iha 
eommandiog  General,  in  oor  countrjr.  Mr.  J. 
said,  he  would  give  an  instaDce,  in  which  two  in- 
dividual* were  put  to  death  by  Qeacial  Waihiog- 
t«o.  Being  given  up  hf  (he  revolted  Slate  line 
of  Pennsylvania,  a*  enustaries.  sent  by  Saneral 
Cftrlton,  these  men  were  inslaatly  executed.  For 
tiiis  fact,  Mr.  J.,  referred  ganUeuteB  to  the  An- 
nual Register,  which  now  lay  before  him. 

It  iiad  been  stated,  that  the  crimes  for  which 
tlieae  men  were  executed,  were  ofieneee  not  re- 
eoanised  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales.  Mr. 
J.  denied  the  fact,  and  in  doing  so  meant  offence 
to  no  one.  These  misereanti,  who  had  imbraed 
their  iiands  in  tbe  blood  of  our  countrymen— the 
instigators  of  the  oaurden,  the  fruit*  of  which 
were  three  hundnd  scalp*  in  one  place,  and  in 
Miother,  although,  according  to  tha  documents 
read  by  tha  Spanker,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Indian*  were  threes  mnrden  in  arrear  of  ni — 
these  iodiridoals  had  been  condemned  and  eze- 
euted  in  cwformity  to  the  lB((er,  if  not  to  the 
spirit,  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Ac- 
curding  to  our  rulee  and  articles  of  war,  whoever 
should  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  victuals, 
mition,  or  should  knowingly  harbor  or 


protect  them,  or  held  correspondence  with  tlta 
enemy,  were  aobjected  to  death.  So  ttt  the  rule 
as  to  our  army,  which,  by  subsequent  articles, 
was  wade  so  broad  ai  to  apply  lo  the  wbcde 
human  fsmily.  But,  if  there  was,  in  this  pointy 
any  defect  of  power,  here  came  in  the  law  of 
nations  to  supply  the  deficiency  ;  for  that  which 
subjects  to  death  one  of  out  own  citizens,  shall 
much  mote  subject  to  death  the  foreign  insen- 
diary.  Example*,  in  illustration  of  this  doctrine, 
were  plentifully  scattered  on  ch*  page  of  history. 
What  was  the  fact,  said  he,  as  to  the  trial  of  the 
distinguished  officer  who  was  Adjutant  Orneral 
of  the  British  forces,  daring  the  Revolution  1 
He  was  convicted  on  hU  ovn  confetnoa,  and  by 
a  court  composed  of  six  major  generals  and  eight 
brigadier  generals.  General  Jackson,  Mt.  J,  said, 
was  only  following  in  the  steps  of  those  who  had 
gone  before.  He  was  not  bete,  he  said,  about 
to  maintain  that  General  Jackson  was  faultleas; 
if  he  had  no  faults,  he  would  not  be  humair— ^tut 
be  stood  here  to  maintain  his  devotion  to  his 
country  ;  and  that,  in  the  coarse  he  had  pursued 
in  the  trial  and  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Am- 
brister,  he  bad  unlv  trodden  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  immortal  Washington. 

As  to  the  ezeeution  of  tbe  two  Indian  warriors, 
by  tha  exercise  of  a  summary  jurisdiction  over 
them,  and  the  distinction  made  between  their  case 
and  that  of  ibc  while  men,  the  reason  was  ol>- 
vious  to  every  man  who  had  ears  and  wonld  he^r, 
or  who  bad  e^es  and  would  see.  In  relation  tp 
the  Indian  chiefs^  their  color  was  sufficient  ari- 
dence  of  their  lobjeciion  to  bis  tight  of  diipoaJBC 
of  them  as  justice  required.  The  law  of  naijaos 
clothed  him  with  the  power  to  put  an  end  to  toeic 
existence.  As  to  the  stratagem  of  which  genile- 
men  bad  complained,  no  one  was  less  dispoeed 
than  himself  to  look  with  a  favorable  eye  on  sug1\ 
stratagems  as  were  contrarv  to  morality.  Bnt 
there  was  no  immorality  in  noisiing  the  flag  of  a 
foreign  Power,  nor  in  cajituting  the  person  nfiuat 
enemy  when  he  nnwaiily  puts  himself  in  yonf 
power.  Nor,  in  what  bad  been  done  in  t.eiatip^ 
to  these  Indians,  was  there  any  violation  of  hu- 
manity or  of  public  law.  Do  they  meet  us  ia 
honorable  eamhalT  said  Mr.  J.  Id  the  case  of 
the  unfortunate  Mrs,  GarreLdid  they  meet  us  in 
honorable  conflict  iberel  When  they  burnt  the 
seaman  alive,  whom  they  bad  previously  tarred 
and  feathered,  did  they  meet  us. in  open  combatl 
Was  the  war  one  in  wbich  Greek  met  Qietk,  vt 
an  American  met  the  citizen  or  subject  of  any 
civilized  nation?  If  it  were,  the  course  of  G«b- 
etal  Jsokson,  so  far  from  receiving  approbaiUw, 
would  deserve  execration,  Bat,  considering  the 
treacbeiou*  enemy  be  bad  to  cope  witli,  and  (ha 
object  of  his  measures,  which  was  to  give  aecn- 
riiy  to  the  frontier,  and  to  save  the  wasteful  ex- 
penditore  of  the  blood,  and  even  of  tbe  tteasore 
of  the  nation  j  when  I  think  on  this,  said  Mr.  J., 
I  do  not  censure  General  Jackson,  but,  as  befota 
my  God,  I  give  bim  my  thanks.  But  for  his 
energv,  what  wonld  have  been  the  consequenoe? 
The  frontier  of  Georgia  would  have  been  deluged 
with   blood,  at  it  has  been  once  before,  and  the 
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MnttemiD  Trom  Qeoigia f Mr. Cobb)  woBld  ■{fain 
OKTC  CBlted  Dpoa  in,  wiin  a  Toice  of  palriott«m, 
and  a  roiee  of  ihonder,  loo,  to  pay  ibe  gallaat 
a«or^iiD>  for  eoiog  agaioiC  ihe  SemiDoks. 

Wiib  Ttgittd  to  the  trealjr  of  Fori  Jackson, 
Ur.  J.  Baid,  be  should  enter  into  no  long  arga- 
niHit,  but  he  differed  ezceedinglr  from  bis  hoo- 
orabte  eolleague.  Have  we  not  a  right,  said  he, 
to  dictate  terms  to  a  conqtiered  enem  jr  t  Waa  not 
Ihe  war  which  was  termiDated  hy  that  treaty  an 
unprovoked  war?  Was  it  not  inslmled  a^aiost 
us,  and  without  ciuie,  on  the  part  oAhe  ladiaas  7 
Oa  whose  head  ahoald  ibe  blood  fall,  if  ;od  can- 
not control  the  lodiins  with  the  bibleT  I  wish 
to  God  yon  could,  said  Mr.  J.,  and  towards  that 
object  I  will  do,  and  hRTC  done,  as  much  in  toy 
snnere  as  any  one.  There  is  at  this  moment,  in 
Ine  heart  of  my  country,  a  school  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Indiana  in  the  arts  of  ci?il  life.  But 
when  you  come  into  contact  with  ibem — when 
they  floitrish  their  tomahawk  over  pur  head — 
are  you  to  meet  them  with  the  bible  in  your 
hands,  and  infoke  their  obedience  of  that  holy 


e  last  to  raise  the  Bword  agaio!)!  them,  if  tbe 
employment  of  aach  means  wonJd  appease  their 
fury.  Bxperience  had  shown  il  would  not;  and 
i(  became  necessary  to  meet  and  chastise  them. 
And  would  any  man  lay  that,  baring  pat  down 
tbeir  botlility  by  force,  we  had  not  a  Hgbt  to  die- 
(ale  to  Ihem  the  terms  of  peace?  We  had  tbe 
lisbl,  and  we  made  the  treaty.  That  treaty  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  e?ery  part  of  the  Oovera- 
ment— this  House  among  them— (by  the  appro- 
priBtion  to  carry  U  into  effect,)  and  il  was  too 
fate  now  to  diitorb  it. 

But,  in  re^rd  to  tbe  Indian  tribes,  an  eztraor- 
dinary  doctrine  had  been  advanced— that  they 
are  to  be  considered,  iti  every  respect,  in  negoti- 
ating with  ihem,  as  independent  nations.  What, 
thett,  Mr.  J.  asked,  shoatd  we  say  of  tbe  Treaty 
of  Grenville,  depriving  those  tribes  with  whom  it 
was  made  of  all  the  superior  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty T  What  was  to  become  of  the  declarations  of 
our  Commissioners  at  Ghent,  where  tbe  British 
Government  ({emanded,  as  a  rate  qua  non,  that 
we  should  not  only  acknowledge  Ibe  independ- 
ence of  the  Indians,  but  should  eslabliib  certain 
boundaries,  within  which  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  Indians  should  never  be  told  to  ua  1  With 
what  indignation 'had  thai  proposition  been  met  I 
The  Iitdians,  Mr.  J.  said,  were  in  fact  mere  ten- 
ants at  aufferance :  not  tbat  he  would  treat  ihem 
with  harshness — for  he  never  would.  Thai  the 
principle  tbat  we  have  a  right  to  oecnp)'  the  coun- 
try, iodependenlly  of  the  qualified  right  of  the 
Inalans,  was  recognised,  not  only  by  the  Treaty 
of  Grenville,  but  by  tbe  treaty  with  Spain  her- 
leir,  who,  in  Ihe  Treaty  of  1795,  stipulated  toleep 
the  Indians  within  her  boundaries  from  disturb- 
ing our  frontiers.  And  yet,  after  all  this,  il  was 
eontended  that  we  had  been  fighting  with  a  sov- 
ereign and  independent  Power. 

As  to  Ihe  war,  tbe  conslitutionality  of  which, 
had  been  doubted,  Mr.  J.  said,  ibe  President  of 
tiif  United  Stales  was  not  only  authorized,  but  it 


WIS  hh  bousdeo  dutjr,  to  make  war  do  the  Sem- 
inole Indiana.  Admit,  for  ibe  sake  of  argnmeo^ 
that,  beyond  our  boundary,  ihey  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  eserciiing  a  sovereign  and  independent 
antboriiy,  what  would  gentlemen  gain  by  thai  ad- 
mission 1  If  it  were  true,  bad  we  not  a  right  to 
trace  them  to  their  strong  holds,  even  in  a  neu- 
tral coaniryT  On  that  point  the  exposilots  of 
the  laws  ornations  were  not  silent.  Il  wasther* 
laid  down,  that  you  may  pursue  a  retreating  ene- 
my into  a  neutral  country,  if  the  Goveromenlof 
that  country,  either  from  partiality  to  him,  or 
from  inability  to  prevent  it,  shall  not  stop  ihe 
progress  of  the  retreating  army. 

Now,  as  lo  anolher  point  watch,  perhaps,  cob- 
sidering  it  ai  too  delicate,  tbe  Military  Commit- 
tee badnol  Ihought  proper  to  approach.  Mr.  J, 
said  he  shoold  be  deterred  by  no  such  motive, 
from  etamining  the  qnevlfon  of  Ihe  power  of  (he 
President  to  prosecute  this  Indian  war,  and  froia 
censurine  him,  if,  in  doing  so.  be  usurped  power 
or  exceeded  bis  doty.  As  early  as  the  year  1787, 
tbe  Congress  had  authorised  ibe  stationing  of 
troops  on  the  frontier,  to  protect  it  from  the  In- 
dians, and  the  calling  out  of  the  mililia  for  tbe 
saihe  purpose.  And  this  power  had  been  acted 
on,  from  year  lo  year,  until  tbe  law  of  1795  ael- 
tied  Ihe  point  conclusively  that,  wilbooi  a  decla- 
ration of  war  by  Congress  the  President  had  tbe 
right  lo  make  war  upon  tbe  savages;  or,  in  the 
words  of  the  taw,  on  Ibe  Indian  tribes.  Let  ns, 
said  Mr.  J^  look  at  our  own  powers— and  bovr 
have  we  discharged  them — instead  of  attempiiog 
to  divesi  other  branches  of  the  Government  <>f 
ihtir  powers.  What  was  ear  daty  1  To  provide 
for  calling  out  the  militia — for  what?  To  exe- 
cute the  laws,  to  suppress  insurrection,  and  to 
repel  invasion.  It  was  oo  ihai  principle  that  the 
power  was  granted  to  the  Eiecative  of  this  coun- 
try to  chastise  the  ruthless  savages  for  individual 
murders,  or  for  murders  committed  with  their 
combined  force.  Has  tbe  President,  then,  said 
Mr.  J.,  violated  his  authority?  Certainty  not 
And  if  you  take  from  him  this  anthoriiy,  which 
he  ha'  so  rigbtfoily  exercised,  what  is  lo  become 
of  our  citizens  oo  the  frontiers?  Tbe  faearl  of 
our  country  might  be  penetrated, and  the  savayet 
besiege  our  very  doors,  whilst  we  are  making 
long  speeches  aboai  Ihe  policy  and  humanity  oT 


in  the  law  or  in  the  execniion  of  tbe  law,  (he 
people  would  have  said,  our  Government  is  a 
rope  of  aand,  and  tbe  blood  and  treasure  spent  in 
ils  establishment  have  been  lavished  in  vain. 
According  to  the  Srst  word  of  military  command, 


executed,  and  thai  invasion  is  repelled ;  and  for 
this  purpose  he  may  nse  the  regular  or  miliria 
force  of  the  conntry.  Would  it  not  be  an  inva- 
sion to  have  our  helpless  women,  and  ihe  infant 
descendants  of  those  who  have  fought  our  battles, 
butchered  by  the  indiscriminate  tomahawk  and 
scalpios  knife?  And  wontd  il  not  be  a  violation 
of  the  Taws  of  the  conntry  lo  permit  the  handa 
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H.  OP  R. 


of  th«  IiduD  to  fa*  imbrocd  ia  th*  Mood  of  oar 
eitiseni) 
It  had  beei  tepccMBlcd,  io  pallntiOB  of  ladiiD 


eaille  bdoDtinr  lo  the  Indiaat.  If 
fiwt,  Mr.  J.  Mid,  was  it  not  knowa  (bil  tbete  of- 
Anden  might  b«  iDdividaall;  paoiibej?  Bai 
wa*  it  DOI  tDOwa  that  the  eharaetar  of  Indian 
war,  anleta  whare  the  lodiao*  had  in  iome  degree 
ncdTcd  the  tight  of  eiTiUaatioD,  wai  indiicrimi- 
nate  mardert  Did  not  Preaident  WaaliingiOD 
make  war  on  Ihem  for  elevan  yean,  front  1783  to 
1704,  witboat  an  expren  amhoritr  bjr  law  for 
doioKK)?  Whra  ihegalUDtScottgOf  KcntoekT, 
led  Bis  KeniDckf  breihren  a^iDit  the  iDdian 
eneiD7,  wai  it  in  eoDaeqacace  of  a  formal  in- 
thoritf  to  make  war,  or  nnder  an  appropriation 
for  the  expense,  mereir,  of  tbe  expedition  1  And 
if  we  were  not  at  liberty  to  pnnae  (hit  coaree,  in 
what  eonditioD  woald  be  placed  tbe  unforiuaale 
HtUer  OR  the  frontier  of  Qeorgia,  in  Alabama,  io 
MitsisMppi,  and  in  Michigan? 

If  he  was  jatlifled  in  right,  and  iu  the  irrioteat 
iBterpreiaiion  of  law,  in  what  he  bad  dooe,  u 
Ur.  J.  contended  QeDeial  JackeoD  wat,  he  coold 
not  see  on  what  priaoiple  k>  great  a  bottility  was 
taiMd  against  one  of  tbe  moat  diilingvisbed  offi- 
oera  <^  toe  caaairr,  who  had  borne  the  helmet  in 
ilie  front  of  battle  in  flghlinK  its  eanse;  whose 
every  objeel  was  the  ^ood  or  his  coaotry;  and 
who  enjoyed  the  affection  of  the  connirjr  in  a  de- 
gree not  to  be  takeD  from  him  but  by  treason  or 
the  impntatiiMi  of  improper  molirea.  Do  we  not, 
■aid  Ur.  J.^tand  in  need  of  military  fame  ?  Do 
we  not  want  it  to  secure  ns  respect  in  Europe  7 
Da  we  not  want  it  at  home  1 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  touch  opon  the  opin- 
ion ot  his  honorable  friend  and  colleacac— for 
whom  be  felt  not  only  friendship,  bat  aneetion— 
that  theao  inceadiarieawero  pni  to  death  wilhoat 
neeetsitr.  He  argued  thai,thoagb  after  dertroy 
ing  UieKasakf  and  barning  tbe  Bnwaney  lowni, 
Qeneral  Jacksoa  thoagbt  the  war  was  at  an  end, 
he  was  afterwards  conTineed  he  bad  been  mis- 
taken; ao  mnch  so,  that  be  bad  foaod  itneoctsarr 
afterwards  to  go  to  Peasacola,  and  lo  leave  two 
companies  to  scoar  the  eonotrir  around  it,  who 
were  now  fighting  gallantly  against  the  savages, 
who  wonld  liare  deluged  the  eoanir^  in  blood 
but  for  these  measure*.  It  was  kind,  tf  not  jnit, 
to  Qeneral  Jackson,  to  lake  the  reason*  whicti  he 
binuelf  axticoed  a*  tbe  ground  of  his  meaaores. 
He  stood  beiore  this  House  not  only  as  a  great 
oaplaio,  but  aa  a  man  of  sound  lenie  and  diaere- 
lion.  Qentlemeo  had  said  the  war  wa*  at  an  end. 
But  bow  many  of  the  enemy  had  been  killed? 
Look  to  the  fact,  in  relation  to  the  powet  of  tbe 
enemy.  They  yet  existed,  when  tbe  aentenee  of 
daath  waa  carried  into  effect  against  Arhuthnot 
and  Ambfisier,  in  a  force  of  greater  amount  ihaa 
that  which  Qeneial  Jaekaon  bad  with  him.  Look 
at  the  commonicatioo  of  Arbathnoi,  stating  Ibcir 
fotco  10  be  three  thousand  flve  hundred  men) 
.suppoae  these  insllntors  of  tbe  war  had  been  anf- 
fercd  lo  remain  ana  go  at  large ;  sitppMe  the  be- 


nign influenee  of  merey,  in  the  breatt  of  thia 
honorable  sod  respectable  court  martial,  bad 
weighed  down  the  scale  of  justice,  and  these  men 
bad  been  discharged,  what  would  have  been  the 
sitoaiion  of  the  frontier  or  Georgia?  Woald  it 
not  have  been  the  same  as  during  the  British 
war?  Tbeae  ignorant  savages  were  deluded  by 
Ibeir  abettors  into  a  belief  (nat  ibev  were  corape- 
tent  to  cope  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 
Of  the  twelve  cbiefa  who  signed  tbe  power  of 
attornev  lo  Arbnihnot,  though  two  oad  been 
hang,  tnereyet  remained  ten,  and  three  thousand 
men  wbo  formed  their  command,  lo  make  battle 
against  oat  forces  under  tbe  iosiigation  of  tbe 
miscreants  wbo  had  before  stimulated  them  to 
war  against  uij  and  to  their  own  ottimate  rnin. 
Mr.  J.  was  proceeding  to  show  that  these  men 
deserved  the  name  of  miscreants,  when,  on  sug- 
gestion of  a  gentleman  near  him,  be  gave  way  for 
>ment,aad  the  Coi      '" 


TBOBsnaT,  January  21. 

Mr.  LivcBMOBB,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  an- 
thorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  contract,  aa 
in  other  cases,  for  carrying  the  mail,  in  steam- 
boats, between  New  Orleaoo,  in  tbe  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  Louisville,  in  tbe  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  wnich  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  bo 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Bloom ptELO  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Lewis  Joseph  de  Beaulieu ;  which  was  read^ 
when  Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  lb*  ' 
said  Lewis  Joseph  de  Beaulien;  which  was  read 
lwio&  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  i*  eommitted  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Hannah  Ring  and  Lather  Frink. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PLaaaaRTa,  the  Committea 
of  Commerce  and  Manufaclnres  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  ibe  expediency  of  aolhorizing  tbe 
sale  of  a  Itit  of  land  with  the  house  thereon,  silo- 
ated  at  Bemnda  Hundred  on  James  river,  ia 
Virginia,  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  aid 
formerly  used  as  a  oastom-honae. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemea- 
ury  to  Ibe  act  entitled  an  act  to  proviJa  for  tba 
prompt  settlnneDl  of  public  aeeonnts,"  waa  read 
the  third  time  and  paaaed. . 

Tbe  Spiakir  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  (beSeoreiaryof  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
tbe  information  called  for  by  the  resolntion  of 
thia  House  of  the  4th  instant  in  retaiion  to  abipa 
engaged  in  the  stave  trade,  which  have  been 
seized  and  condemned ;  and  of  the  disposition 
which  has  been  made  of  the  negroes  by  tbe  seV' 
eral  State  governments  under  whose  jarisdiction 
they  have  fallen  ;  which  waa  read  and  commit- 
ted to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  suppleroenury  to  the  several 
act*  prohi biting  the  importation  of  slaves. 

Mr.  Hamaiaoit,  from  tbe  committee  upon  the 
improvement  in  the  organiniion  and  discipline 
of  the  militia,  made  a  report;  whleb  waa  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 
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HISTOKr  OF  OOirCKKESS; 
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THE  SEMINOLE  WAIL 
:  The  Co  mmittce  having  again  «p  tb<  tha  aub- 
ject  of  ih«  Semioole  war — 

Mr.  JoHHBON  resumed  ibe  Bpeach  wbich  wa« 
interrupled  by  yesteiday's  adiournmiDl.  He  cod- 
giatulated  himself,  he  said,  that  the  differeaca  of 


I  not  a  factious  dif- 
ference. When  he  glanced  at  the  charaeten  of 
those  who  ha4  already  spoken  on  opposite  sidee 
of  the  question,  he  saw  with  pleasure  that  thts, 
was  no  mere  partj  squabble.  Ha  toolc  this  op- 
Itortunity  to  disolaim,  in  the  moat  direct  aad  posi- 
tive mannei,  any  intention  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  any  of  his  valued  friends  who  were  opiwsed  to 
him  on  this  question;  aad,  though  the  intateat 
and  welfare  of  the  commuDitr  requited  a  fre« 
and  nnteserved  discussion,  he  aeclared  he  should 
feel  the  same  wartnib  of  friendship  to-day  to- 
wards gentlemen,  as  friendsand  politicians,  which 
he  did  before  the  commencement  of  this  debate. 
He  had  already  stated,  he  said,  that  Qeneral 
Jackson  displayed  more  knowledge  in  the  wilds 
of  Florida,  on  this  subject,  ibaa  any  member  who 
had  taken  part  in  this  discussion;  and  that  gea- 
llemen  had  blended  two  principles  in  the  laws  of 
nations  together,  the  distinction  between  which 
General  Jackson  had  seen  and  obseTved.  The 
one  was  the  case  of  roUnteers  entering  a  foreiga 
•etrice,  for  the  purpose  of  improTing  themselves 
in  the  use  of  arms  and  the  knowledge  of  the  arc 
(tf  war — which  ease  is  ihna  stated  in  Taitet,  p. 
401,  sec.  230:  "The  noble  view  of  gaining  in- 
'  stiuetlon  in  the  an  of  war,  aad  thus  acquiiing  a 
'  greater  degrac  of  ability  to  render  useful  aer- 
'  Ticta  to  their  oonntiy,  has  introduead  the  cas- 
'toEa  of  serTiDg  as  Toluntevrs  evaik  in  foreign 
'  armies:  ■>''  *he  praotle*  is  andoabtodly  justi- 
'  fied  by  the  soblimitv  of  Utt  motive.  At  present, 
'  TolBnieare,whca  taken  by  tlMeDemr,aratTMle4] 
*'U  if  they  bdonged  to  the  army  in  whieh  they 
'  fight;  Notitisg  can  ba  more  reuonable ;  tbey, 
*ia  fact,  join  tut  army,  and  unite  with  it  in 
'  aapportiog  the  same  catiaej  and  it  makes  little 

*  dinereacs  (a  the  ease  whether  they  do  tbis  in 

*  eompUasce  with  uiy  obligation,  or  at  the 
'  taneous  impulse  of  their  own  free  choice." 
ma  the  ease  of  Eosainako,  of  Lafayette,  and  the 
otket  iUnstrione  foraigneci  who  tniered  ovr  armies 
during  the  Revelation,  who  w«re  volnnleers  in 
the  best  of  oansea,  but  whoee  rights  would  not 
have  bean  laasanad  bad  tlM  eanae  bt«n,thai  of 


of  ptivnta  ahipa  of  war  stand  in  tfa«  •■»«  pn- 
dlcament:  a  commission  from  the  Boverviga  «t 
Admiral  aan  alone,  in  ease  ihey  are  eaptna^ 
insure  them  eueh  treatment  as  is  giren  to  pMon- 
ere  taken  in  regular  warfare."  IdarteD*,  p.nS, 
b.8.  "  The  riolenoes  committed  by  tboMUcda 
'  of  one  nation  against  those  of  anothec,  «aibmt 
'  authority  from  their  Sovereign,  are  noir  iosfced 
'  own  as  robbetiesj  and  the  peipeontoi*  are  o- 
'  eluded  from  the  rights  of  lawfnl  e— tea' 
Page  386.  "Those,  not  authorired  fron  ttwir 
'  Sovereign,  who  take  upon  themselTsa  to  ntiaek 
the  enemy,  are  treatod  by  him  u  bnndiai.' 
Page  S8L  "  Thoae  who,  uaaathorized  by  the 
'  onler  of  their  Boveteign.  ezercine  nolene* 
against  an  enemy,  and  fall  into  tkat  enemy^ 
bands,  have  no  tight  to  expeet  tho  tientmtac 
due  to  piisoaere  of  war:  the  enemy  isjiutifiaUi 
in  putting  them  to  death  as  banditti."  Tboevi- 
donee  before  theoourt  saffieieatly  eaiaWahed  the 
facte  on  which,  under  the  abttro  passagoe  of  the 
law  of  nadons,  Qeneral  Jaekaon  was  anthorixed, 
''  not  bound  to  proceed. 

Was  it  supposed  by  geatUmeo,  Ur- J. naked, 
that  Qeneral  Jacbaoa  was  ao  ignorsat  of  the 
langUABe  of  his  country  that  be  did  not  n■dc^ 
siaM  ine  meaning  of  the  words  "  pirate  and  oai- 
law  7"  An  oatlaw  the  convict  eertaialj  waj^as 
oat  of  the  protection  trf'  the  ioveceinty  of  Qtiai 
Britain  or  of  any  other  nation,  in  rolatioa  ■ 
the  term  "pirate."  it  bad  other  nieaBiiiga  than  its  < 
toohniealone:  therewerepiratcaon  Jaodasad  ' 
aa  on  the  ocean.  We  are  not  here,  amid  Hr.  L, 
to  inqiiin  whether  Qeneral  Jacknoa  naad  icehai- 
cal  tevBM,  hat  whether  he  did  aabetantiatly  aad 
legally  right.  While  we  are  scarchiaK  oar  law 
:books  and  libraries  for  oor  defiaitioaa,  fhapawa 
shall  not  Icao  ai<At  of  the  iHfieianee  oetwaen  om 
siioatioa  and  that  of  the  Qeneral  while  in  tht 
fieU ;  while  oar  heads  repoae  on  iownj  piBow, 
and  we  can  rieeup  and  lie  down  wheawapieaaa. 


he  had  an  obgeet  to  aceomrii^  ai  every  hazaid, 
and  at  evevv  ooet,  which  he  conld  net  haw  a^ 
taiaed  if  he  had  not  anted  as  he  did.    Wwdd  yoa 


rather,  aaJd  Mr.  J.,  that  these  man  wem  Umg 
end  the  coontry  delnged  in  blood,  or  that  Amb 
men  ^ald  have  sabred  eacordiag  to  their  d^ 
setts  1  Thew  men  had  been  gniltv  of  that  tat 
whieh  ooa  of  our  own  ciiisens  wonld  have  ba^ 
and  they  were  properly  aa  wdV  a* 


despotism  aad  tyranny,  instead  of  thai  of  freedom 
■Bfl  indepaadenoe.  But  this  case  was  widely 
diffarent  from  that  of  interlopers,  exciiere  of  wars, 
and  enemies  of  the  hnmaa  race,  who  might  be 
Iwng  U]k  and  ought  to  be,  by  military  taw,  as  so 
many  robbers  ano  pirates.  Id  the  eourse  pursued 
by  Gieneral  Jacbm,  then,  and  in  his  doctrine  to 
which  exception  has  been  taken,  be  is  even  more 
than  borne  out  by  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations, 
aa  Mr.  J.  showed  by  the  followiog  references: 
Tattel,  p.  400,  sec.  226.  "  Even  after  a  dedara- 
'  tioa  of  war  between  two  nations,  if  the  peasants 
'  of  themselves  commit  any  hosliUtiea,  the  enemy 
'  ahowi  them  so  meioy,  but  hangs  them  ap  as  be 
'  would  so  many  robbers  at  baadilli.    The  crews 


pat  tod 


y  BDt  to  death,  in  pnTsaanoe  of  Qaagal 
Jaokaon'a  object,  which  waa,  aeoording  to  his  in; 
stnielioas,  to  [rat  a  apeedy  and  efiiMival  ead  to 
hostilities  so  tmprovMed.  These  m«o  l<*i4 
said  Mr.  J.,  the  tomahavk  and  sealpiag  haft 
would  have  been  sharpened  anew,  and  oUmt 
emissaricB  wonld  have  derived  encooragammi 
from  their  imptuiiy.  Answer  me  this,  Mr.  Cbai^ 

■  ArtieUs  ef  War.— OS.  "  Whoeoever  daaD  rsto** 


Whesoevst  diaU  be  ooaviuted  of  bdtfag  oar- 

reipondMioe  wUh,«r  givteg  iotellitenoe  to  Ik*  enemy. 
nikar  direellr  w  indireeily,  shall  aaffw  death."  4« 


u$ 
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MM — ha<l  r<na  mhat  that  th«  Miariwppi  and  hs 
rarioas  mien,  ibe  cMntrr  to  the  LakM,  aod 
befond  (bem  to  the  Nortb  Polo,  Bhonld  h«Ta  been 

CpardiMd,  thai  NewOrloaoa  liioald  Ima jputad 
B  your  power  into  the  haads  oT  the  Brlliah 
dntiog  the  late  war,  «r  that  martial  taw  aboatd 
have  baen  there  eatabliafaed  for  a  abort  tiaMi 
For  eren  thai  ia  now  brought  into  Ti«w,  wbloh 
oonUibated  ao  nach  (o  the  grlory  as  welt  as  aafoty 
and  honor  of  the  coantrf .  If  a  man  dtd  not  pre- 
aeni  hinuelf  ia  the  atlitade  of  mifHeJon,  marlial 
law  did  not  aSecl  him.  I  ptenime,  air,  at  Iflaat  I 
hope,  hnd  I  been  there,  I  ihonld  hare  had  no  rca- 
aon  to  dialike  iL  I  hare  no  pariicalar  mpect  for 
that  deeire  of  loeomotloB  which  coald  Dot  be« 
to  be  rettraiiwd  within  certain  bound*  wlien  the 
Teierani  <J  Wetliagton  were  to  be  mat  bj  the  raw 
mtD  of  Keataekf  and  of  Tenneaaee:  I  do  not 
like  dial  delicate  faalidtouneM  of  martial  kw. 
when  the  enemy  ia  knocking  at  (be  gate.  All 
men  worthy  ol  their  country  wonld  make  the 
marifice  regnired  of  them  on  mcb  ocoaaion*.  If, 
for  want  or  proper  energy  on  the  part  of  the  com* 
maadiag  OenuaL  New  Oileana  had  fallen  into 


betallcn  the  inbawtaDl&  indepandaatly  of  ibe 
lacti&ea  of  pfopeity  and  life  J  Beaaty  and  booty 
wat  fbe  watchword  ofihe  enemy.  Had  yon 
rnther,  air,  that  the  ancmy  had  aseeetded  fa  hit 
objeei,  or  that  thit  patriot  ahoold  have  pnt  taili- 
lary  law  ia  force?  At  to  the  Qener^  w 
conduct  1  nm  proud  to  rindioate,  aaid  Mr. 
coDNder  him  in  the  grave  ai  to  ambition— if  be 
ever  had  aay— which  I  never  taw  ia  bin,  exoepi 
the  ambition  to  twve  his  country.  1  do  not  apeak 
of  him  becaose  be  is  tiring,  and  that  I  evtr  «■ 

Set  to  see  again  those  eyes  that  never  winked  at 
Dger  when  he  was  called  upon  to  meet  it.  He 
hat  added  to  ibe  military  gloiy  of  hi*  eonniry 
mote,  perhaps,  than  any  other  Itviog  citis«n; 
aad,  in  the  view  of  all  statasmen  and  all  writers 
on  national  law,  die  glory  of  a  nation  eon  ttitniei 
one  of  ita  graateal  buTwarki  of  ttrasglb. 

I  now  come,  said  b^  to  ih*  eonsidanlioo  ef  ike 
light  of  the  Freiidont  to  make  war  on  the  aar- 
agcsj  and  on  that  poiat  I  eonmd  tbai  we  bava 
onlbeataluteboiAaperpetaaldcctaratioa  of  war 

rnit  them.  I  hope  gcntJencn  will  take  down 
ci|)retaioii,  and  attend  to  my  explanaiioD— I 
my  wa  have  a  pofBanent  and  aretlaaUaf^  deela- 
ration  of  war— aad  why  t  The  reaaon  ia  very 
obvien*.  1  thall  aot  dl^  fkom  g^ttsMan  an  to 
the  pobey  aad  jasiiee  of  obaerving  the  duties  of 
humanity  towuda  that  nnforunatepeopl&  Qod 
forbid  that  a  diOfi  of  ladian  blood  akonU  be  spilt 
eicept  oa  the  priaciplea  of  ciriMzed  man.  Bm 
the  President  would  be  wanting  ia  bis  duty  to 
bis  country  and  to  bis  Qod,  if  m  dM  aot  ■*«  the 
Mrongnrm  of  powerinpiiliiDgdawo  the  savages 


do  lliwy  oome,  Mn  a  thief  to  tbe  a  ^,  Btad  canry 
death  to  the  unfbnunate  women,  to  the  aged  an 
iniInD  men,  and  the  cl>ildFenwkom  they  meet  la 
their  incDniontf  It  or  it  not  that  the  unirereal 
ractlee?  Let  history  answer  the  qaestioo. 
Ihonld  we,  under  ihete  ei  ream  stances,  have 
acted  rightlv,  to  take  no  precaation,  but  fold  our 
arms  in  listless  apathy,  until  roused  by  the  la* 
dian  yell  1  Our  predecessors  too  well  knew  their 
dniv  to  do  that.  As  early  as  1787,  and  fattber 
back  if  it  were  necessary  to  trace,  provisions  of 
tbe  same  naiflre  as  those  now  existing  were  en- 
aeted  by  Ibe  venerable  Congress  of  the  Confled- 
emtion.  By  various  statntes  the  tame  proritionB 
bad  been  eonilnued  lo  tbe  pretest  day.  TiM 
taatuie  gave  to  the  President  a  discretionary 
power  to  employ  the  force*  of  the  United  Staler 
and  to  flail  forth  the  militia  to  repres*  Indian 
hoatitiiv;  aad  gave  it  to  him  property,  on  tbe 
principles  of  the  Conetiiation.  By  the  Consrtltl- 
■-—  -Se  PfMident  it  made  Gornmaikder'ia-Chief 
Army;  asd  it  it  made  bn  duty  to  take 
care  that  tbe  law*  are  eieculed,  lo  suppress  in*- 
aitrioetioiu  and  r^Ml  InvatioBs;  abd.by  tbetime 
ibtnutMBi,  h  i*  wmda  onr  daty  to  {wovide  fltt 
•aUlog  Ibrtb  tbe  mitkia  to  ta  emplored  in  tbeae 
•tirfeett.  That  power  has  been  exercised  ia  th« 
manner  which  wilt  be  thcrwn  by  tbe  taw  of  tbe 
Dniied  States.  [Mr.  J.  here  rpquetted  the  Clerk 
lo  read  tbe  sianite  to  wblch  he  stiaded  ;*  and  It 
19  read  acci 

tboueht  this  w... 

eqnu  digDiiy  to  the  manner  in  which  the  sav- 
sges  make  war  against  us,  sod  to  the  light  in 
which  we  view  ihem.  We  treat  them,  it  is  true, 
and  we  ought  to  treat  ihem,  with  hDmanity  i  we 
have  given  them  privllegeii  beyond  all  other  na- 
tioasj  bat  we  reserve  the  right  to  lei^l  ibeir  in- 
vatioDB,.  and  lo  pnt  to  death  mnrderera  and  vi<^ 
laiart  of  our  peaee,  wbeiber  Indians  or  whtta 

Having  attempted  lo  prere  that  General  Jack- 
aon  smt  oerrecl  in  his  principle  of  patdie  laW, 
and  thai,  both  by  law  and  the  Conttitniion,  it 
waa  iha  right  and  boandeo  duly  of  the  Bxaen- 
tive  to  carry  on  war  agalntt  the  savage  tribw 
whan  they  took  np  arms  againtt  at,  Ur.  J.  taid, 
hnwauM  passontethapowerofGeaamI Jaabsaft 
aa  commaBding  General,  to  do  what  he  did  Ik 
rclatiaa  to  these  two  Ineeadiaries. 

And,  first,  be  refsived  to  the  ratolntlOiH  of  ikt 
RevalMioBary  Coagtett,  in  the  case  ofCaptals 
Hnddte,  wkieh  be  read  as  follows: 

-S(  tf  ibefayi(  Mdi(  Ji  Acreey  dMtred,  ntltbt 
Caanaitd«r4»-Chief;  «dM  eanaasBder  tf  a  separaM 
tnty,  is,  in  virUw  »t  tha  pawat  veaMd  in  then,  «•- 


by  the  foree  he  is  aothariced  to  employ,  if  they 
cannot  be  put  down  by  tbe  ptecapt*  of  oar  bolv 
religion ;aad  Con^ret^iiad  ttiey  not  passed  tuen 


a  tiatate,  wovld  be  waating  in  duty  to  their 
country.  OolkelndlaQB  evsrdeelare  waragaintt 
their  enemy?  Do  they  embody  tbcaiealTes  and 
eagaga  in  »p«a  aoaAiei  wiib  tbcir  adversary,  er 


■The  falldwing  nssibe  psit  of  the  act  passed  Feb- 
rnary  38, 1795,  which  was  n«d : 

8m.  1.  That,  wbene*sr  the  United  SUles  shall  bo 
ioraded,  or  bs  in  imatbunt  danger  ef  inrislon,  from 
any  fetetgn  nstiou  or  Indian  tribe,  it  dislibe  lawtU 
ftr  tka  Pteaidant  of  the  United  Ststaa  to  call  toft 
taah  nnmbar  of  th*  miHtia  «r  AeSitis  Or  atalee  m*M 


tah«may>adta 


to  the  place  of  dangw  craMa 
mdga  aeetssarj  ta  npal  sncb  ii 


mi 
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jAmtn,  ma. 


MCthdj,  Adir  avAmiMd  ana  aHpowaNd,  whanew 
iL*  «B*inj  iImU  eomnul  m  act  of  eroel^  At  violence 
aratni7  to  the  Uw*  ei  ouge  af  war,  to  demand  ade- 
qoala  aatiabetioii  for  the  lame,  and,  in  caM  ani^  aal 
bftction  ■hall  not  be  given  in  a  raaaoaable  61  limited 
tine,  or  ihall  be  refoeed  or  evaded  under  any  pretence 
itbateTEii,  to  caoM  raitabla  rataljation  brthnith  to  be 
■Bade,  and  tbe  Dnited  Slalei,  in  Congren  anenbled, 
wil[  rapport  thsm  in  Mch  meannei." 

Thun  it  appears  to  bSTe  been  tolemolf  eeikb- 
lUhed.  ai  Ibai  ettlj  dale  of  our  biil«r|r,  doi  ontf 
tfcat  the  commaDding  General,  bat  ererir  com- 
maader  of  a  aenirale  armr,  waa  vetted  with  the 
power  of  relalialioa.  Mr.  J.  next  quoted  from 
LeDdrQm'i  Hiitorjr  of  tbe  Recolutioo  (page  336) 
the  aorreapondeDce,  Jo  the  commeaeement  of  the 
Var,  between  Oeneral  WaebiogloD  and  the  Brit- 
Uk  Oeoeral  Oage,  and  read  tbe  folbwiog  passage 
fif  Oencral  WashingtoQ'i  letter  to  Oaneral  Gage 
■t  Cambridge,  August  11, 177S: 
"  Tba  obligatieni  ariuoK  bom  the  right  of  hamao- 
r,  are  nnmnaOy  biDding,  axci^  in  tbe  caee  of  re- 


to,  wen 


"  Hy  dntj  now  makea  it  naceaniy  to  apptiM  job, 
Ikat,  for  the  fntnrs,  I  ihall  ragnlate  mj  condttct  toward* 
ttoM  gentlemen  of  you  armr,  wlio  are  or  nn;  be  in 
OV  poaeMwin,  aiaclt;  by  the  role  job  may  obasrre 
lawatda  those  of  oaia,  who  may  be  in  your  custody. 

<■  If  saverity  and  bardebip  mark  the  Lna  of  yom 
aonduct,  (pauifol  ••  it  may  bo  to  me,)  your  prison 
will  feel  its  efleels ;  but  if  kindness  and  humanity 
ahown  to  onn,  1  shall,  with  pleasure,  consider  thoM 
onr  hands  only  a*  nofoitnnate,  and  Ihey  shall  receiTo 
fiom  me  that  trsatmsnl  to  which  tbe  nnjbrtnnate  arr 
«tar  entitled." 

Here,  said  Mr.  J.,  the  ReroluiioD  was  com- 
ncDced  with  the  asterlion  of  the  principle,  and 
ttrmioaied  with  its  recogaitioD.  It  was  solemnly 
•onQrined  by  the  illuitrious  Rerolutiona/r  d")- 
gres*,  who  were  afraid  that  the  act  of  mercy  in 
regard  to  Captain  As^ill  might  be  presnmed  to 
dwaria  their  commanding  Geaerah  of  the  power 
•f  retaliation.  On  this  subject,  baring  shows 
thai  ibe  power  bad  neter  before  been  quct tinned, 
bai  from  the  earliest  date  J ova riabl|r  Asserted,  It 
was  scareelf  necessary  10  tar  more. 

Are  you  afraid,  said  Mr.  J.,  of  jroar  militarjr 
commanders^  Let  ua  cease  to  appoint  and  main- 
ttid  them— let  us  fold  our  arms,  and  sea  who  wili 
Sgbtonr  battles.  Bat  if  we  mnsi  coBtinae  to 
we  our  mnskets,  rifies,  and  oannoii,  10  defend 
OBrselves  from  violence,  ibe  power  of  diieeting 
iberr  miDisement  must  be  trusted  suDewhere. 
If  Geoeral  Jackson  be  unwortby  of  bisttation,  it 
i>  io  our  power  to  displace  him.  Have  we  not 
•ImoU  oDDoipoteot  power?  And  if  we  were  sot 
men  of  honor  and  inie^liy,  loving  wisdom,  vir- 
ine,  and  our  couatijr,  might  we  not  abuse  power 
and  protirate  liberty  7  Take  from  the  General 
the  power  of  Immediately  headiog  onr  army  in 
the  Geld,  and  it  must  be  reposed  somewhere  else. 
When  at  war,  will  you  aiiempt  in  person  Io  lead 
your  armies  10  baitlel  Or,  when  armies  are 
eonteoding  and  blood  is  flowing,  are  our  Generals 
to  a«Bd  Io  Coogreat  to  know  whether  thejr  shall 
•~'— ^  the  powtt  of  NtBliatiM,  or  whether 


tb»f  (ball  give  ot  refna*  qmner  1  The  jMww 
must  be  committed  to  the  comroanders  of  yom 
armies,  and  if  you  are  afraid  la  confide  il  to 
them,  yoH  can  have  no  army ;  for  it  is  bM  ez> 
peeled  that  we  are  lo  march  10  Hickasuky  or  to 
Snwaney,  t»  fight  the  battle*  of  out  conntty. 
Other  da  ties  are  assioned  to  us;  and  if  we  as- 
sume those  wlueh  beloDg  lo  other  depanmento, 
the  separation  of  powers  in  oor  Gomnment  U 
a  mere  nnllity. 

Gentlemen  dwelt  on  the  danger  of  seting  n 
the  principle  of  necessity.  Mr.  J.  adioitled  I'L 
Bat  was  oeoes*iiy  alone  the  tyrant's  pint  or 
was  it  the  plea  of  the  good  man  as  well  as  the 
tyrant  T  And  is  the  good  man  to  ftrid  hi*  arms 
and  say  necessity  i*  the  tyrant's  plea,  and  I  will 
therefore  enrreader  tbie  right  and  this  power 
which  commenced  with  toe  fooadaiioa  of  the 
earth  and  is  as  old  a*  time  itself  7  Mr.  J.  aaid 
be  was  the  advocate  of  mcroy,  not  of  cruelty ; 
but  it  was  of  a  merey  compaiihle  with  justice, 
and  not  that  misukeo  clemency  which  ft  in  itself 
cruelty.  Justice  ought  not  to  be  tost  sight  of  in 
the  parsuit  of  mercy.  If  il  is,  the  foan&iione  of 
our  Qorertiment  mAj  be  overturned,  and  oar 
wceknet*  and  imbecility  will  inrile  that  fate 
which  has  overtakeo  the  nations  that  hare  passed 
away.  Is  it,  said  he,  of  the  Omars,  the  Philip*, 
and  the  Cromwells  alone  we  hare  reason  to  ne 
afraid?  Let  us  ralheravoid  the  treatment  of  an 
nngratefnl  country  to  Belisarins — lei  ni  avoid 
the  example  of  the  banisbment  of  Arisiidee— let 
us  rather  fear  10  take  from  our  aged  warrior  the 
only  lecompcnee  he  asks  ot  can  receive  for  hia 
serrieei— the  gratitude  of  his  couniry.  Is  there 
no  danger  of  this?  Ha*  not  the  lime  arrived  ia 
which  we  hare  reason  lo  apprehend  it?  Joab, 
notwithstanding  his  fidelity  to  David,  was  slain 
at  the  horns  of  the  altar ;  and  Saul  could  not  bear 
to  hear  the  praise*  of  the  gallani  Captain  who 
had  slain  Qoliah.  I  am  equally  afraid,  with  the 
Speaker,  of  the  ambition  of  a  Cwtar,  or  a  Napo* 
leoo,  should  sueh  arise^  but  I  am  more  afraid  of 
that  sickliaeM  of  feeling  toward*  eonvicted  iii- 
eendjariee  which  woald  show  itself  in  ingrati- 
tude towards  him  who  has  risked  bis  all  in  the 
service  of  bis  eoaairy,  and  has  done  for  il  so 
■aneh.  What  reward  does  this  galtaoi  Captain 
ask  of  bis  oouatry  1  Doe*  be  desire  wealth? 
Najbefonghtforglory,  for  liberty,  for  biseona- 
try  ,-  he  expeeted  at  least  her  gratitude ;  and  now 
it  was  proposed  to  bold  him  np,  a*  an  example 
to  all  mankind,  of  the  danger  of  ineurrtog  re- 
sponsibility in  the  eeirice  of  Ibe  nation. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  lo  remark  on  the  case  of 
Mtjot  Andre,  which  was  a  strong  example  c^ 

a  execution  in  the  face  of  great  difficnl- 
ajot  Andre  having  come  io  with  a  Am, 
&e.f  and  the  treason  of  Arnold  enly  involving 
him  in  guilt.  What  was  the  fale  of  that  gallant 
and  disilogaiihed  young  man?  And  who  was 
the  individual  who  brought  him  to  the  bar  of 
justice,  and  rigoronsly  executed  00  hint  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court  martial?  What  was  the  foooda- 
lion  of  ibe  proceeding*  of  the  board  of  foorieen 
general  offieara  who  eottdtaaed  fcim  to  datih  f 
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It  wmi  upon  the  law  of  mUodi,  >nd  upon  t^ 
magokDimooa,  open,  uid  honorable  eonfesiioa  of 
the  pruoDei  himself  ib>l  he  wmn  condefDoed.  Il 
w»  DO  rewon  wh^  wi  should  direst  oataelrea  of 
thii  right,  ihat  It  was  not  reeogolMd  bj  Btaiaie. 
What  was  admitted  pablio  law,  what  was,  io- 
daed,  the  commoa  law  of  the  world,  coald  gaia 
BOfireogtb  bjr  beiDg  imbodled  in  the  lechoieal 
phrai*s  of  aiaiuta  faw.  The  piiaaipli 
TetBal,  that,  in  fi^bliDg  agaioit  Hrages,  too  maf 
meet  them  with  iheir  own  weipms,  ana  pat  aof 
iodiridnal  of  ihem  lo  death.  Oo  the  stound  of 
nprisal  the  same  rigiii  exitts.  Oa  lois  point 
Hr.  J.  quoted  the  following  pattagcs  from  VtUUl, 
pi«e  34,  sec.  U  : 

J*  Then  il.  howarn,  one  cub  in  wbidt  we  uaj  le- 
&M  lo  ipan)  the  lifo  of  an  anamj  who  haa  anrraa- 
dwed.  It  il  whan  At  eatmj  haa  boen  gailt;  of  aMns 
•nonnona  braaeh  of  Iha  lawa  of  nationa,  and  paitico- 
lar]/  when  he  haa  Tjolatad  tha  laws  of  war." 

"  When  we  aie  at  war  with  a  aaTaga  nation  who 


we  take,  (dieae  balonfinf  to  IM  nnmber  of  tha  BOiitji) 
and,  hj  tbia  riBOrons  proceeding,  andetTor  t"  '-"- 
thetn  to  teapeot  the  lawa  of  homanily." 

■•  If  the  boatila  Qenenl  hai^  without  anjr  joat 
awiaad  aome  priaonwa  to  be  lunged,  we  haog  an  eqoal 
MUttber  of  hja  people." — Idem,  aee.  14*. 

"  la  ItOM  of  war,  a  piii 

bopnt  lo  death  in  order  (o  pnniah . 

violalod  the  lawa  of  war." — Mariau,  page  9M,  aee.  8. 

"  It  ia  Uwfnl  for  a  Ganaral  lo  pai  priaoBen  lo  death ; 
let.  Whan  aparing  their  Uiaa  woaU  be  iaeenaiatent 
with  hia  own  aafalj  ;  Id.  In  caaaa  wheta  he  haa  the 
right  to  exarciie  the  talio,  or  lo  make  repriaala ;  3d. 
When  tha  crime  oommitted  In  thoae  who  &U  into  hia 
handa  inatifiea  the  taking  of  their  Uvea." — Uem,  page 
S83,  aee  4. 

Notwithstaodiog  the  great  difference  of  opinion 
which  was  here  entertained,  Mr.  J.  said,  it  was 
fortunate  for  Qeaeral  Jackson — the  evenJBg  of 
wboee  life  would  be  cheered  bf  the  reeoUeciioi 
of  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful  people,  and  a  con 
aciousaes*  of  bii  own  servicea — that  he  did  no 
Tiolate,  in  ihii  case,  the  lights  of  eapiires  nor  in 
flict  punishment  on  innoceot  men,  but  on  the 
most  guilty  of  the  guilif.  Whererer  aereritf  i* 
not  absolutelf  necesaarf  cleraencr  becomes  a 
dutf  i  but  here  clemencr  had  no  claim  to  intei- 
poae.  There  could  be  no  harshneii  or  aeTerily 
IB  putting  to  death  two  incendiariea,  when  the 
rest  of  their  eon  fed  era  tea  and  deluded  followera 
were  suffered  to  roam  at  large.  Instead  of  be- 
Slowing  our  com misera lion  on  the  guilty,  who 
aoSered  death  for  Iheir  crimes,  said  Mr.  J.,  we 
ahoald  open  our  bosoma  to  the  bleeding  wounds 
of  our  own  country,  and  thaok  Heaven  they  bare 
been  stnuached  by  ihe  vigoroui  arm  of  in  ener* 
gelic  commander.  ' 

As  to  the  necessity  of  putting  these  men  to 
death,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  thought  when  we  said  there 
was  not  ■  show  of  neceuiiy  for  it,  we  ought  lo 
hear  what  General  Jackson  himself  had  lo  say 
on  that  iubJeoL  1 1  would  be  seen  that  he  had 
connected  the  capture  of  these  two  men  with  his 
ftbiliiy  to  return  noma }  tttat  it  was  this  ciiaan- 


aiaaae  whiah  h«  ooastdered  as  puititte  a  peiisd  lo 
the  war,  they  being  the  promoters  of  it,  i^.  lit. 
J.  then  read  tlie  following  paaaages  &ofB  Ocnanl 
Jackson'*  iMIera : 

"  Thesaindiridaala  (Aibnthnot  and  Ambrietar)  ware 
tried  under  mj  oidera  bj  a  apedal'  court  of  aaleet 
officers;  legally  con*ieted  aa  aidten  of  Ihla  ea*aga 
and  negro  war;  legally  condemned,  and  moat  jnally 
pnniahed  Ibr  their  iniquitiea.  The  proceedinga  of  tbe 
court  martial  in  the  caa«,  with  the  To^nme^tealiBiany 
juatifying  their  condemnation ,  preaant  aoanaa  of  wick- 
adneaa,  coirnptiaB,  and  barbari^,  at  whiah  the  heart 
sickens." 

■■  I  hope  the  eiecntioa  of  Iheae  two  unprineiplad  vil- 
laina  will  prove  an  awfol  example  to  the  world,  and 
conTinea  the  QoToinment  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  a* 
her  anbjada,  that  certain,  if  alow,  ratribntion  awaile 
thoae  unchiialian  wretches,  who,  by  (alie  proniaaa, 
delude  and  iudle  an  Indian  tribe  lo  aM  the  hoiiid  deacU 
of  asTtge  war." 

"  8o  bng  aa  the  Indiana  wilhin  tha  terrilotj  of  Spain 
are  exposed  to  tha  delnaioni  of  &lae  ptopliets,  and  tb 
poiaon  of  foreign  intrigne ;  ao  long  aa  they  can  receiTe 
ammnnition  and  munition*  of  war,  &c.,  from  pretended 
traders  and  Spanish  commandanta,  it  will  be  imposn* 
bla  to  raatrain  thair  outragea." 

Mr.  J.  asked  whether  this  reaaoaing  was  false 
or  eorteei ;  whether  it  waa  founded  on  nutlet  of 
fact,  or  on  what  was  not  fact?  If  itwasimehn 
should  like  to  hear  gentlemen  aoawer  It.  Ilia«- 
tenths  of  the  Indians  were  left  in  Iheirown  com- 
try,  and,  if  proper  precaation  was  not  taken,  the 
same  acenea  at  hid  already  been  exhibited  wootd 
be  acted  over  again.  General  Jecksen,  at  one 
lime,  thought  the  war  was  at  an  end,  and  that  be 
might  go  home.  But  he  found  he  was  mlatakSB, 
and  that  it  waa  oeeeaaary  to  scour  the  couatif 
west  of  Appalacbicola ;  and,  after  be  got  into  iL 
be  was  obliged  to  take  Pensaeota  before  be  eould 
conclude  Iba  war. 

In  regard  to  the  origin  of  this  war,  was  it,  in- 
deed, aa  has  been  said,  a  conieal  for  a  huntiag 
ground  and  a  few  caiilel  It  was  for  about  ten 
or  Bfteen  millions  of  acres  of  land.  Il  waa  not 
a  common  Indian  war,  in  which  we  could  ba*e 
dispensed  with  rigorous  proceedings.  One  of  two 
aliernatiTes  we  were  obliged  touke:  eiiherr  is 
admit  that  we  hid  made  a  treaty  with  ibe  asr- 
ages  which  was  a  disgrace  lo  the  couolry,  and 
cede  back  to  the  Creek  nation  of  Indiaaa  froaiCB 

to  Bfteen  millio       "  

of  Georgia  are 

vate i  or  to  hold  o  ,     ...  ,  _. 

dian  war  by  force.  This  was  not  a  common  p«ily 
larceny  war,  in  which  a  few  indiFiduala  we*e 
murdered,  but  it  was  a  solemn  declaration  of  war 
on  the  pan  of  the  Indians,  and  Mr.  Arbnihnoi 
was  the  author  of  it.  Mr.  J.  here  quoted  Aibutb- 
not's  letter  to  General  Mitchell,  Indian  agent,  in 
which  he  says: 

"  Sin:  King  Hatchy,  Ihe  head  chief  of  the  Lowar 
Crack  nation,  hat  callod  on  me,  to  isqaait  that  I  wonld 
repraaant  to  you  Ihe  crnel  and  oppreaiiis  ooodoct  of 
the  American  people  living  on  the  bordara  of  the  la- 
dian  nation,  dec.  But,  lar  bom  any  atop  being  pat  te 
their  inroada  and  enaoaahnants,  Ihey  an  poaruw  in 


;  urEccuBiiuu  ui  iDoiaaa  irumiCB 

IS  of  acres  of  land  which  thepeopla 
low  prepared  lo  occupy  and  aulti- 
1  on  to  it,  and  put  down  iha  la- 


«n 


fOSTOm  07  OOS«KK»I. 


m 


J«raAtT,niV. 


iitaa,  b*lw*a  ■•■  I  ha**  no  wiib  bol  to  wa  an  Mtd 
pot  Id  •  WW,  wlucli,  if  p«niital  in,  I  ibnasa  mut 
•wtaiUf  b«  (bail  nun;  tni,  u  tfae;  wa«  not  the 
iffiMMn,  U;  in  the  hei^  of  theit  raga,  tlwj  com- 
(■itud  any  axeaMM,  that  ^on  will  oTeilaak  lli«ni,  ■■ 
th*  jnat  woUitioQi  of  •■  mdignut  apirit  afainat  an 
landiof  foi." 

Mr,  ttbea  thn  letter  ms  wrilWti,  LieaMBtM 
Scott  and  bii  deiBcbmeat  hid  been  deatrojred, 
^ta*  vmaen  baiehered,  and  the  ehildten'a  breim 
4Mhed  m  etalDn  the  aide  of  the  bosi.  Tbeie 
irefe  what  be  call*  the  Jmi  ebalUtioDt  of  en  in- 
iignnt  ipirit !  Who  would  ptottoaaee  innoceDl  - 
a«  ma*  who  made  tbn  dcelaretion  on  the  pen 
of  Ae  esemr  1  Did  Arbaihnot  euppljr  the  Id- 
diaai  with  iolelligeooe  1  Wu  he  at  Port  St. 
Ihtki,  ideotifled  with  the  SMniah  comnenderl 
ZNd  not  the  eommandani  of  St.  Marks  make  con- 
ttaeti  with  the  IndiaoB  to  go  and  deal  calile  from 
the  Qtorciaes?     Let  docamtnia  aaswer  theae 

SeitlODi.  Did  the  twelve  cbiefa  ear,  ia  their 
ie(  to  the  Qovenior  of  the  Bahamea,  that  ihejr 
Iw4  oonaalied  the  eomnandaDt  at  Bi.  Uaiit ;  and 
did  not  llw  commaodani  himnlf,  approviog  that 
iMlw,  suMtioa  the  eall  upon  the  British  for  aid 
ID  Ight  aniost  the  OoverBmeDl  of  the  United 
8laic*1  Under  the  circnoutaneee  of  the  case, 
were  we  prepared  to  Teoede  fil^eo  million*  oi 
Mree  of  coKBIry  conquered  from  a  foe  who  bad. 
without  ptoToeation,  aauiled  oar  frontier,  aod 
Mtiged  onr  eonnlr)'  with  blood,  ftt  a  moment 
wfcen  we  were  eogaged  with  a  powerfol  foreign 
neiDf?  Surely  not.  Mr.  J.  laid  he  deSed  any 
gndmian  to  prore  a  liogle  iniiancc,  except  by 
IH  uaererationa  of  the  Indiana  themselres,  in 
which  our  people  bad  plundered  or  mardered  any 
of  the  ladiaai,  wiibont  out  hiTing  endeavored  lo 
detect  and  puniab  them.  He  defied  tbem  to  prore 
ifty  act  of  aggreaaioe  on  them,  except  tboae  al- 
IcM  to  have  bcea  commilled  in  our  territory, 
Wiicb  we  oooqaered,  and  which  waa  ceded  to 
An  Doited  Slates,  and  orer  which,  therefore,  the 
IkditM  had  so  juriadictioD.  If,  by  ihe  Treaty  of 
Ohant,  w  bad  been  compelled  to  recede  the  land 
to  tbm,  Ibere  wonld  hare  been  some  sort  of 
apolvgy  fe*  their  mnrderiog  our  eiiizem,  aa  irea- 
NHMftdfce.;  but,  aait  waa,  no  aach  pint  conld 
be  eat  «|^  and  gentlemen  knew  it,  and  the  Indiana 
knew  k  too. 

With  teapect  to  the  taking  of  Peaaacola,  the 
laal  point  in  order,  Mr.  J.  aaid  he  had  been  gratl- 
flcd  10  Bod  that,  wbilal  General  Jackaon  waa  aald 
to  hate  violated  his  doty,  (ihongh  preTioaa  or 
aabecqoeni  orders  saoctioned  all  he  bad  done,) 
there  was  a  free  admiasion,  on  all  handa,  that  we 
owed  nothing  to  Spain,  ootwilhsianding  this  very 
rMeht  aggreaeion  aod  bostilily  committed  on  ber 
territory.  Why  this.  Mr.  J.  said,  waa  giving  up 
the  aOBMitM ;  that  being  the  gronod  on  whic^  be 
Mird,  and  on  which  loatificalion  wasplead  by 
the  AdminlMratioD  and  bv  himself.  Was  there 
M  posaiUe  ease,  Mr.  J.  aikcd,  in  Which  a  Otne- 


nloogfalfoMtAtrMBaein  Ifbe  had  letanel 
home  wiibom  harhig  ritiiad  Penaaeola,  a/M 
what  had  pawed,  he  wotild  bare  aaade  a  cowanBy 
retreat;  wbkb  ia  doI  bt>  babit,  forrietory  nent 
failed  to  ftdhrw  bia  arm*.  What  had  been  thfe 
eondoei  of  ihe  Oo*craor  of  Pconeolal  He  had 
refoMd  a  paaaage  up  the  BtnaaUa  of  the  retNb 
carrving  prvTiaiona  for  the  npport  of  oar  iroop* 
on  the  territory  of  Spain,  where  they  were  fettM, 
becaiMe  Spain  either  had  not  the  power,  or  bad 
not  the  will,  to  nainiain  for  her  inriiory  the 
ebaraaier  of  neutrality — and  where  ihey  wei^ 
flirther,  ander  ihe  poailireorders  togo.  Waalhik 
all.  aaid  Mr.  J.,  Ibal  the  Ooeenor  of  Penaaeela 
did  1  No }  be  threatens  to  drive  our  foreea  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  from— where?  Where  (he 
pvrtnll  «f  the  Bemtnole  Indiana,  and  the  ordeia 
of  the  Eteeatire,  had  carried  tbem.  Of  the  oi^ 
ders  to  go  there  w«  were  apprized  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  00  eSeepiion  was  taken  to  (hem.  What 
was  thebasiaof  the  parmiaaion  to  our  commander 
to  enter  the  Spanish  teiriioryl  Had  he  not  de- 
manded (be  murdereral  Was  an  ideal  line  of 
the  Slat  iegnt  of  lalilude  to  aneat  our  ptogreaa 
in  panail  oflheml  GeneralJackaon  wa*  in  tba 
parrormaaae  of  hie  dnty  when  the  eballeBga  waa 
given  to  him  by  the  eommaitdant  of  PeaaaooliL 
and  Ihe  enemy  in  ftee  and  eaattant  ingteea  aaa 
agree*  lo  aad  from  tin  fort^  tbedocameiiea  ee- 
tabUeh.  Boane  had  eallad  HamUy  a  miaerannnf 
but,  Mr.  J.  said,  ibe  teatimoiy  ecwwiaed  in  ibt 
papera  heforv  the  Honae-wa*  ftvorable  to  him. 
It  appeared  thai  he  had  been  for  two  yeara  eU- 
deavoriog  lo  bring  ibe  Indians  into  IriendehM 
with  the  United  States,  as  they  tbemselres  stio: 
bni  they  preferred  to  "  stick  close  to  their  old 
friends,  the  Briiieh."  The  Indiana  had  undonbi- 
edlv  free  inlereonrse  wiib  Penaaeola.  Bow  often, 
sain  Mr.  ).,  has  it  been  proclaimed  on  this  floor 
that  Spain  ha*  forfeited  ber  nentral  character 
and  prostrated  her  aovereigniy  I  The  principle  of 
aelf-defenee,  as  a  role  or  eondoet  for  nation^ 
came  from  ihe  tomb— Jt  sprung  from  ibe  ashea  of 
those  who  had  written  on  poblie  law  centnriei 
ago.  The  savagea  belag  coQitautly  nursed  and 
anpplied  at  Penaaoola,  during  their  hostility  with 
in,  ii  wonld,  after  the  threat  of  the  eonmaodaat; 
have  been  a  diagraee  for  General  Jackson  lo  have 
wailed  for  orders  from  bia  Qoremmeut.  He  did 
not  wail;  it  was  iroe,  as  my  edleague  says,  "  ba 
came,  he  saw,  he  conauered."  I  thank  my  God 
he  did,  and  that  the  Szecoiire  has  not  censured 
him  for  so  doing.  The  nation  will  not,  and  1 
hope  ihls  Oomnittee  will  not  condemn  him  for 
It.  If  we  go  to  war',  we  must  exercise  the  rights 
of  betlfgerenta,  and  Ihe  powera  of  sovereignty. 
If  we  are  never  logo  to  war,  but  anSIn'  inroads  to 
be  made  on  our  borders ;  if  we  are  to  invite  tbc 
Goths  and  Vandals  to  come  and  take  our  country 
by  the  weakneaa  and  imbecility  wiih  which  oar 
Qovarnment  is  administered  ;  i ben  sir,  and  iheu 
only,  let  us  pronounce  eensore  on  General  Jick- 
900  and  on  Ihe  Bzecutire. 

What,  Mr.  J.  naked,  wonld  be  the  consequence 
of  an  atlmiaalon,  by  this  Hoose,  of  the  truth  ol 
the  impntaticvta  whteh  bad  been  eait  on  Qenetal 


wanrner  of  ocaimsm. 


AM 


Amrakt,  inft. 


of    Tben  will  ba  mo  «hU^tion  InnrMd 
in,  to  indemDify  b«r  for  injufy  tuuiined ; 


JutMO 

to  Bpain,  ,     . 

m  oar  rpfoMl  to  do  wbiett  sbe  would  be  ftathor- 

licd,  if  able,  to  take  BompeOiBlion  from  qs.    Thi 

Ct  k  sarreBdered,  it  is  tnie,  by  the  Eiaeuiin 
it  ia  wilb  the  ooodiiion  of  ■  foroa  beiog  put 
theraBdeqoalatanaiDlaintheaatbofiljrofBpaiD. 
If  OMeiat  JaekaoB  be  piouotmeed  aa  a«reMor, 
•aid  Mr.  J.,  yo«  noai  agree  to  pnoiab  Um  aod 
iadcmniiy  Spain.    Aod   what  paaisbneat  will 

£>n  infliet,  tu  gratify  ibe  oiea  feeliogi  of  Old 
paini  An  you  ptepared,  when  you  find  ibe 
Bpaniab  anthorilies  Memiied  wiib  your  MTige 
•ftamf ,  aid  your  Qeneral  is  ordetad  by  tbew  an 
tboriiiea  to  marcii  from  where  tbe  orders  of  hii 
QoramMOt  bad  plaaed  falm — will  yon,  ander 
a«ah  eiraumiiaiieei,  bring  ccnnre  and  wrrow  for 
kia  pBOwbint  tbii  coalempt,  on  the  gray  bain  of 
kim  wboM  hand  never  faltered  in  ine  ditcbarge 
ofdaly  to  the  eoantry  7  Yon  knew  hii  oharacler, 
air,  wben  yon  aent  bim  tbere,  and  hnew  ba  would 
finiah  wbat  he  began.  Suppote  he  had  disbanded 
kia  men  at  St.  Mar^  and  a  bandfol  of  Bpaniardi 
luid  pot  kim  to  flight — what  then  abonld  we  have 
keard,  in  a  roioe  of  thoader,  rererberatiag  from 
■1)  aidca  of  the  Uoaael  Sir,  soch  denaociaiion 
ifonld  bna  ewoed  frpm  e?ery  part  of  the  nation, 
that  laakMHi  mint  hare  innk  under  il.  Bat  vie- 
tory  he  faaa  acbiercd ;  be  haa  pni  a  tpeedy  end 


•B  aBproToked  war.  Did  I  aay  be  pat  ao  end  to 
it  7  Tea.  aa  far  aa  any  h  nmaB  eonld.  But  at  this 
noment  I  hare  raoaired  information  from  a  friend 


it? 


■t  84.  Maifa,  that,  (be  moment  the  Indian*  nn- 
defBtaod  that  Florida  waa  to  retntn  to  the  poc- 
aavioD  of  Spain,  they  ceased  to  come  in,  and 
ware  rallying  their  forces  anin.  King  Haijo  at 
thair  bead.  I  am  not  wilTiog  to  give  op  the 
land  aeded  to  ua  by  the  Treaty  of  E^tt  Jaeksoo, 
bccmnee  it  cecare*  tbe  aetilement  of  out  frontier. 
And  if  JOB  oSer  ne  the  aliemalive  of  war,  I  will 
take  It  ID  pretareaee.  I  feet,  tir,  as  little  warlike 
aa  any  individual  on  earth  j  I  feel  aa  if  I  never 
again  wiehed  to  bear  the  drum  or  Irampei's 
■oundt  I  wi«h  that  the  baleyon  days  of  peace 
•enld  last  until  the  consummation  of  all  thing* ; 
Wt  when  the  bayonet  is  at  our  braasi,  and  we  are 
called  on  to  arrast  the  ravages  ot  a  savage  foe,  I 
will  take  nptbe  hatobct  and  wield  it  against 
tlwm.  I  will  meet  the  foe,  and  tet  no  false  feel- 
ins  of  meray  in  my  boaom  eitin^isb  tbe  obliga- 
titm»  ti  daty  to  my  country.  Th»  is  tbe  situation 
of  Oenertl  Jaekam,  and  what  pnnishmeat  will 
yoa  inflict  on  bim^  Do  you  think  you  will  ever 
aland  in  need  of  the  arm  of  sncb  a  man  again  1 
A  naB,  air,  little  nnd eratoo J— violen t,  acrhapa,  in 
kis  enmities,  and  eqaslly  ardent  In  bumeBdabipe 
— but  who,  ai  an  officer,  is  vested  with  all  the 
«B«rgie*  of  a  C«>ar,  or  a  Napoleon,  making  al- 
lowance for  the  difierenee  of  his  materials;  who 
meeu  with  cqoal-  oonrage  and  condael  tbe  la- 
dians  or  the  invineiUes  of  Wellingten.  Tbonsb 
he  IS  ihonght  a  desperate  distaeter,  nid  Mr.  J., 
look  at  tbe  deliberation  with  which  be  has  acted, 
and  aee  whether  he  has  not,  in  tbe  discHarge  of 
Ua  military  duties,  maiataioed  bh  characMr  as  a 
gaaat  man  and  a*  aa  ^eer. 

Ifith  Cov.Sd  Sbsi^-SS 


With  regard  to  the  eaae  of  Copenhagen,  if  tbe 
fact  had  been  true,  instead  of  MtDg  suppoead, 
that  the  qoestion  had  been  presented,  SfaaU 
France  or  England  have  the  Danish  navy? 
would  infamy  hare  atuched,  as  it  has  done,  lo 
that  trannctioa  1  Certainly  noL  In  the  case  of 
St.  Marks,  Mr.  J.  mid,  thai  post  was  virtaally  in 
poseession  of  the  enemv.  In  regard  lo  Pensa- 
cola,  every  evidence  had  been  given  of  hostility 
lo  us,  and  coHjpemtton  with  onr  enemy.  Theie 
was,  in  both  eases,  aoffielent  justification. 

As  lo  the  case  of  the  Kentnckian,  referred  to 
by  bis  colleague,  as  having  been  generally  ext- 
crtted  for  kilTing  an  Indian  in  cold  blood,  It  had 
no  reference  whatever  to  tbe  present  question. 
It  was  tbe  case  of  an  unauthorized  individaal 
killing  a  captive.  The  act  proved  him  a  coward: 
and  it  would  be  a  monstrous  doctrine  that  would 
make  ever^  individual  an  arbiter  on  the  snbieet 
of  retaliation.  If  the  commanding  officer  uut 
dona  tbe  same  act  which  was  done  by  the  indi> 
vidual,  although  a  proper  policy  might  not  b^ne 
been  pursued,  public  execration  would  aot  hare 
followed  the  act 

Mr.  J.  here  conclnded  his  observations,  by  ra- 
lurning  his  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  the 
attention  which  had  been  paid  to  bis  remaika, 
and  expreiMog  bis  regret  at  having  been  oUlgad 
to  Ira^aas  on  tbeif  time  so  long. 

Mr.  Bmtth,  of  Virginia,  addreseed  the  Chair. 
1  promised,  said  he,  when  the  Honse  received 
tbe  report  of  the  Military  Committee,  that  I 
would,  when  the  time  for  discnsting  it  arrived, 
attempt  to  show,  that  all  the  prooeeifiogs  of  Gea. 
Jackson,  in  prosecnting  the  Seminole  war,  were 
JDstiSed  by  the  law  of  nations.  I  will  proceed 
to  fulfil  that  promise. 

In  esamtDiog  the  proceedings  of  the  armed 
force  of  Ibe  United  States  in  ^oiida,  J  propaaa 
to  make  these  inquiries;  1.  Have  tbe  rights  of 
the  United  Suies  been  transcended?  3.  Hata 
the  Conttitntional  powers  of  tbe  President  been 
exceeded  1  3.  Has  Qeneral  Jaeksan  transcended 
his  powers,  or  violated  the  laws  of  nations? 

I  proceed  with  the  first  inquiry:  Hare  tbe 
ri|^is  of  the  United  States  been  trausecnded) 

The  law  of  nations,  like  the  common  law  ef 
the  land,  is  founded  on  reason  and  uaage.  To 
prove  tiMt  it  is  reasonable  that  a  nation  should 
penes*  a  certain  right,  is  to  prove  that  Itdaas 
peasesa  that  tight;  unless  it  is  shown  that  Ibe 
enstom  and  nnga  of  natioas  is  otherwise.  We 
find  those  customs  and  uuges  in  treatbcs  cmm- 
piled  by  writers  on  the  law  of  nationa. 

The  right  of  security,  or  of  sclf-prcacrvatioo,  js 
one  of  the  most  importani,  and  moat  uaqnestim- 
abie  rights  of  nations.  A  nation  1ms  a  right  not 
to  sufler  any  other  to  obstruct  its  preservation. 
This  is  one  of  those  rights  called  perfect  rights. 
The  definition  of  a  perfect  right  is,  that  it  may 
be  asserted  by  force.  It  is,  therefore,  the  daty  of 
the  Qovernment  to  preserve  the  people.  "  The 
safety  of  the  people  is  the  first  law.*'  And  we 
have  a  right  to  do  whatever  is  neeeaaary  to  the 
discharge  of  our  duties. 

We  have  a  right,  by  the  law  of  nation^  lo  d» 
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■tray  hoitite  MTo^n  nstdiar  within  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  k  neighborioff  Power,  but  not  ame- 
nable to  the  eJTit  laws.  A  Deighboriog  teiriiorjr 
li  not  to  become  a  safe  aaylufn  for  banditti,  who 
carry  on  agaioBt  us  predatory  and  murderouB  hot- 
tililicB.  You  ma^  not  puisne  a  fu^itire  from 
joaiice  on  the  lertitory  of  a  neigbbormg  nitioQ : 
there  ii  ao  neceuity  to  authorize  joa  to  do  so. 
But,  if  you  caanat  otherwise  delirer  yourself 
from  an  immineDi  danger,  yon  may  enter  the 
territorr  of  a  neighboring  Power— (TaiW,  page 
167.)  In  short,  the  QoTernment,  being  bound  to 
preserve  the  people,  has  a  right  lo  all  the  meatis 
Dceeisary  to  presetre  the  people,  whaterer  they 
maybe.  Nothing  can  dispense  witn  the  obligaiion, 
and  DOlh ins  can  destroy  the  right  to  the  means. 

The  right  of  neeessity,  and  the  right  of  self- 
defence,  are  paramount  to  all  other  rights  claimed 
nnder  tne  law  of  nations.  The  inriolability  of 
Ambassadors,  and  even  the  inTiolabillty  of 
crowned  heads,  must  yield  to  the  security  of 
Dalioni. 

Thus,  a  conspiracy  haTing  been  formed  In 
1717,  In  England,  contrived  by  the  Swedish  Am- 
basudoT,  to  inrade  the  country  and  dethrone  the 
King,  the  Ambassador  was  arrested  and  bis  pa- 
pers seized,  (Ward,jo\.  2,  p.  330;)  the  other 
foreign  Ministers  expressed  their  saiiafaciioo,  ex- 
cept the  Ambassador  from  Spain,  who  observed 
that  he  was  sorry  no  other  way  could  be  fallen 
on  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  He 
then  assigned  a  saiisfactory  reason  for  adopting 
(he  measure;  there  was  no  other  way  of  pre- 
aerving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  therefore,  the 
measure  was  necessary  for  self-preservation,  and 
coDseqaently  lawful. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  has  questioned  the 
tight  of  the  United  States  to  enter  the  country 
of  the  Seminoles  in  Florida,  to  suppress  them, 
and  put  an  end  to  their  bostile  incarsioDB.  It  is 
a  strange  doctrine  that  there  is  no  way  to  put  an 
end  to  the  hostilities  of  a  subject  savage  commu- 
nity, whose  country  lies  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  a  Power  with  which  we  are  at  peace, 
bni  by  declBting  war  against  that  Power.  The 
law  of  nations  allows  you  to  enter  the  territory 
of  a  nemral  Power  in  quest  of  an  enemy,  (  Fat- 
ta,  p.  318.)  It  is  even  itUl  more  reasonable  that 
you  should  possess  the  risht,  when  the  territory 
claimed  by  the  neutral  Power  is,  io  fact,  the 
country,  the  residence,  of  your  savage  enemy, 
where  alone  effectual  hostilities  can  be  carried 
OD  against  him. 

The  right  of  a  soverei^  Power  to  excltuire 
jurisdiction  within  a  territory,  is  founded  on  the 
•ngagement  to  govern  the  inhabitants,  and  re- 
strain them  from  injuring  other  nationa.  When 
the  Oovernmeot  is  no  longer  able  to  restrain  the 
inhabitants  from  injuring  other  nations,  they 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  attack  such  inhabit' 
ants,  Bad  suppress  ibem,  without  going  to  war 
with  that  Power  which  has  become  too  feeble  to 
restrain  them.  Should  Buenos  Ayres,  or  the 
Baoda  Oriental,  having  shaken  off  the  authority 
of  Spain,  make  war  on  the  Brazilians,  the  latter 
wonid  seem  to  have  an  nndoubted  rjgbi  to  in- 


vade  them  without  going  to  war  with  8mu. 
Should  Mexico  set  at  naught  the  Spanish  Qov- 
ernment,  and  make  war  against  the  United  States, 
the  laiier  would  have  a  right  to  invade  Mexico 
_.:.,_...    ,    ,    -  ■        ~        ,    So,  in 

.     .  ■ina  una- 

I  the  savages  of  Florida,  has  no 
right  to  complain  that  tlie  United  States  hare 
entered  that  country  to  restrain  them. 

The  law  of  nations  may  be  illostrated  by  eaiei 
in  municipal  law.  1  may  pnrsne  and  destroy  oi' 
your  land  a  noxious  animal  which  I  have  started 
on  my  own.  If  your  house  adjacent  to  mine  ia 
on  fire.  I  may  enter  on  your  premises,  and  pull 
it  down,  for  the  preservation  of  mine.  Wbete 
the  reason  is  the  same,  the  law  is  the  same. 

Such  being  the  ri^bt  of  the  United  Sutea,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  it  is  proper  to  inquire,  what 
effect  on  those  rights  has  been  produced  by  the 
ttealv  between  the  United  States  and  Sp*ln. 
By  tbat  treaty  both  parties  bind  themselves  "ex- 
pressly to  restrain  by  force  all  hostilities  on  the 
part  of  the  Indian  nations  within  their  boundary  j 
so  tbat  Spain  will  not  suffer  her  Indian*  to  attack 
the  United  States"— (i/atos,  v.  3,  p.  266.)  Spain, 
then,  is  bound  to  restrain  her  savage  fiubjcctB,aita 
is  liable  to  pay  all  damages  that  may  be  si» 
tained  by  her  failure ;  and  should  she  fail,  froi& 
inability  to  suppress  them,  she  is  still  bound  to 
use  all  the  means  in  her  power,  and  to  furnish 
all  the  aid  in  her  power  for  that  purpose.  The 
engagements  of  a  treaty  impose  a  perfect,  obi iga* 
tion,  and  give  a  perfect  right;  a  right  whiish 
may,  if  necessary,  be  asserted  by  force — (  Vatlai, 
p.  182.)  Spain  then  agrees,  and  is  bound,  that 
the  Indians  shall  be  suppressed,  and  the  United 
States  have  a  right  tbat  the  Indians  shall  be  aop- 
presied.  It  is  preposterous  to  contend,  that  be- 
cause Spain  is  unable  to  restrain  the  hostilitiea 
of  her  Indians,  that  therefore  they  are  to  remain 
unrestrained,  when  Spain  has  agreed  that  they 
shall  be  restrained,  and  the  United  States  have  a 
right  that  they  shall  be  restrained.    The  conse- 

Kiecce  of  the  inabiliiy  of  Spain   is,  that  the 
nited  States  may  use  force  in  restraining  the  In- 


nish.  When  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
Spain  devolve' on  the  United  States,  they  have 
a  right  to  the  means  of  performing  those  duties. 
Therefore,  if  the  poseesiion  of  the  hirts  in  Florida 
is  necessary  to  the  sopptession  and  teslraiut  of 
those  savages,  the  United  States  have  a  right  l« 
thepossession  of  them. 

The  law  of  nations  also  recognises  the  right 
arising  from  necessity,  of  seizing  a  place  ol 
strength  belonging  to  a  neutral  Power,  and  pat- 
ting a  garrison  into  it,  either  for  defending  itself 
against  an  enemy,  or  for  ihe  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing him  in  bis  designs  of  seizing  this  place,  when 
the  neutral  Qovemment  is  not  able  to  defend  j^— 
{Vatttl,  p.  315.)  The  treaty  with  Spain  eer- 
lainly  neither  diminishes  nor  weakens  the  rights 
of  the  United  Slates.  It  increases  and  strength- 
ens them.  The  object  of  the  article  nader  con- 
sideration is  the  auppieation  of  the  hostile  aav- 
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K!«.    Thii  object  is  to  be,  tnd  miut  be,  effected. 
t  ivo  DBtioD*  bare  agreed  and  bound  theta- 
wItm  ifaai  it  ibali  be  effecied ;  and  that  agree- 


ment ii  aa  to  them  a  wriiteo  law  of 

Ogt  right  being  esiablii bed,  and  the  incapacity 
of  Spain  to  falm  her  obligaiion  notoiioas,  the 
law  of  oaiioos  allowed  the  Uoiied  Sutes,  when 
they  could  not  obtain  dne  satisfactioa  by  amiea> 
ble  means,  or  foresaw  thai  it  woald  be  useless  to 
try  aneh  meaBs,  lo.  have  recourie  to  forcible 
means  in  parauit  of  their  rights— (Aforlena,  pp. 
265,  368.)  Indeed,  the  ligbt  claimed  by  the  Uni- 
ted State*  was  of  sach  a  nature  ibat  a  specific 
performance  of  ihe  agreement  lo-  suppress  the 
noBiiliiiei  of  the  savaps  was  indispensable.  If 
that  could  not  be  performed  by  Spain,  it  most  be 

Crformed  by  the  United  Sutes,  who  would  then 
enliiled  to  demand  of  Spain  satisfaction  for 
her  taiiure  to  perform  her  engagemenla. 
.  It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  there  can  be  no 
doabt  thai  the  United  States  had  a  tight  lo  enter 
Florida  in  pursuit  of  the  Seminole  aaTages;  lo 
possess  Ihe  means  necessary  to  restrain  them— 
and  to  restrain  them. 

The  neit  inquirjr  that  I  propose  to  make  ia. 
Hate  ih«  ConailtDtional  powers  of  the  President 
been  exceeded  1 

An  honorable  feotleman  from  Georgia  was  of 
opinion  that  there  should  hate  been  a  declarm- 
tion  of  war  Bfaiust  the  Seminoles.  He  say*, 
"the  war-declarins  power  has  been  snatched 
from  Congress."  Let  me  here  rentark,  ibat  I 
think  this  objection  wotild  have  come  better  from 
any  other  qnartei  than  from  the  State  of  Qeoi- 

e'  ,  for  Ihe  safety  of  whose  people  this  war  has 
D  commeuced  and  prosecuted.  I  would  also 
remark,  that  this  objection  woald  have  come 
better  from  any  other  gentleman  than  him  who 
made  it ;  yet  no  doubt  be  made  il  in  obedience 
to  what  be  now  deems  bis  duty. 

On  examining  the  journals  irf  the  last  session, 
I  find,  on  the  Ibtrd  of  April,  this  entry :  "  On  mo- 
'  tion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  resolved,  that  the  Commit- 

■  tee  on  Miliury  Aoairs  be  instructed  to  inquire 
'  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the 

■  militia  now  in  service,  or  which  maj  hereafter 
'  be  called  into  Ihe  setrice  of  the  United  States, 
*  in  Ihe  war  now  prosecnlins  against  the  Semi- 

■  nols  tribe  of  Indians."  This  was  ten  davs  after 
the  President  bad  informed  the  House  ihat  the 
army  was  anthorixed  lo  enter  Florida.  An  ac- 
knowledgment that  war  exists,  is  a  declaretion  of 
war.*  It  then  appears,  that  at  leasi  ihe  gentle- 
man and  this  House  hare  declared  the  war. 
Another  proof  that  the  war  was  authorized  by 
Congress,  b  found  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  militia  employed  therein.  A  third  piece 
of  evidence,  which  will  ptovc  satisfactory  to 
ihe  gentleman,  is  an  aet  passed  in  pursuance 
of  bis  resolution,  whiob  recognises  "ihe  war 
against  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians,"  and  is  a 
complete  declaration  of  war  by  Congress.! 

But  all  this  was  unnecessary  to  enable   the 


ident  to  make  war  uainsi  the  Samiavlea  ; 
for  a  defensive  war  neea  not  be  declared;  the 
slate  of  war  being  sufficienily  determined  by  the 
open  hosiiliiies  of  the  enemy.'  Our  war  againit 
the  Indians  is  decisive,  although  carried  on  in 
ifaeir  country,  because  we  sufl'ered  the  first  act  of 
violenc&t  Shoald  Spain  commence  war  acainat 
us  after  the  rising  of  Congress,  no  doubt  tlw 
President,  with  bis  fleets  and  armin,  would  be 
authorized  lo  fight,  before  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, and  to  continue  fighting,  wbeibet  the  war 
was  ever  declared  or  not.  And  we  have  giren 
Q  the  President  a  continnicg  authority  to  repel  ' 
nvasionsby  the  Indian  tribes.^  Theaet  of  Oon- 
;resB  under  which  the  President  Washington  or- 
lered  the  Qenerali  St.  Clair  and  Wajrne  lo  iande 
the  Indian  country,  merely  authorized  him  to 
call  out  the  militia  to  aid  in  protecting  the  froa> 
tiers  from  Ihe  hostile  invasions  of  the  Indians.^ 
The  attack  by  the  Indiana  of  Florida  being  aa 
invasion,  the  President  was  aotborized  lo  repel 
it,  and  in  ie|>elling  to  pursue  and  effiMtnaUy  to 
soppress  the  invaders. 

It  by  no  means  follows,  as  some  seem  to  sup- 
pose, that  because  the  President  cannot  declare 
war,  that  he  can  do  nothing  for  Ihe  protection  of 
the  nation,  and  the  aasertion  of  its  rights.  The 
power  to  declare  war,^is  a  power  to  announce 
regular  war,  or  war  in  form,  against  another 
Power.  But  il  never  was  intended,  by  reserving 
this  power  lo  Congress,  to  take  from  the  Presi- 
dent ihe  power  to  do  any  aet  necessary  to  preserve 
the  nation's  rights,  and  which  does  not  put  the 
nation  into  a  state  of  war  with  another  Power. 
If  Congress,  in  addition  to  the  power  of  declar- 
ing war,  assume  to  themselves  the  power  of  di- 
recting every  movement  of  the  public  force  ihat 
may  touch  a  neutral ;  or  that  may  be  made  for 

E reserving  the  national  rights ;  or  executing  the 
iws  and  treaties  ;  they  will  assume  powers  given 
lo  Ihe  President  by  the  Constitution.  A  declara- 
tion of  war  against  savages  is  not  only  unneces- 
sary, but  would  be  bigbiy  impolitic  It  would 
be  an  acknowledgment  of  their  independence; 
an  acknowledgment  that  they  may  engage  in  wu 
in  form ;  that  the  usages  of  such  a  war  apply  to 
hostUiiics  with  Ihem ;  and  Ihat  they  are  entitled 
to  the  trealmeai  of  lawful  enemies.  I  coniend 
that  there  can  no  such  thing  as  a  wai  in  form 
between  ibis  nation  and  a  tribe  of  American 
savages.  A  war  waged  by  Indians  aoainsl  iha 
United  Slates  can  have  no  lawful  object.  The 
only  object  of  such  a  war  must  be  plunder,  mas- 
sacre, destruction,  and  revenge — and  incursions 
committed  without  lawful  autboritr,  or  apparent 
cause,  and  only  for  havoc  and  pillage,  can  bs 
ptoduelive  of  no  lawful  effect.  A  nation  attacked 
by  such  enemies  is  under  no  obligation  lo  treat 
them  as  lawful  enemies.  They  may  be  hanged 
as  robbert.l  or  banditti. 

If  the  President  has  a  tight  lo  repel  an  Indian 
invasion  without  a  declaration  of  war,  as  I  hava 

*  Tsttel,  363.  t  HarUni,  379. 

tiifoL  Uws,  47S.  i  Sana,  74,  IM. 

I  Tattel,  8&6,  397. 
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Matei>d«4,  tbw  h«  ffliy  Ikwrally  CDter  even  a 
vmira)  Mrrilorjr  in  partDlt  of  the  enemr  vittt- 
oM  making:  war  a^inil  that  aeDtril  Powei; 
and  coDMijaenllT  villiost  war  hiving  bMo  de- 
•laieJ  apiott  inch  Power.  If  iheUnitedSlatei 
have  a  tight  lo  enter  the  territory  of  Spaia,  there 
loaopprcM  tbe  Semioolei,  as  I  have  conlended, 
Iken  Ibe  PreifdeBl  may  anert  that  right;  for 
the  aot  being  nti  act  of  war  agaiost  Spain,  a 
deelaraiion  of  war  i«  not  necesury  to  precede 
or  ■aihorise  iti  perfermanee.  The  exereiie  of  a 
right  it  neither  war  nor  eanae  of  war ;  nor  does 
tbe  Tiolence  wbicb  oppotition  may  render  ne- 
ecasary,  make  it  war.  We  may  enter  a  neatral 
territory  lo  attaek  an  enemy;  we  mayaeizea 
MWral  place  to  anticipate  an  enemy  ;  we  may 
pBM  by  MTce,  wbeo  necessary,  lbroU]gb  neatral 
tetrilory  ;  yet  tbe  place  or  lerrilory  is  aiill  cod- 
tjdercd  ventral,  and  tberefore  the  act  U  not 
war. 

This  right  of  the  nmtioD  is  to  be  exercised  bv 
ttMe  titrosted  with  its  protection.  The  Presi- 
dent is  charged  with  the  dniy  of  userting  the 
rights  of  the  naiion,  and  be  is  fornished  with  tbe 
Means.  He  is  CommandeMD-Cbief  of  tbe  Army 
and  Fleet  |  and  it  is  bis  daiy  to  see  ibst  tbe  laws 

Sriiicb  inelode  treaties)  be  reiibfolly  executed.* 
e  may  therefare  poMess,  on  behalf  ef  the  Uoi 
nd  Siatei,  wbaterer  another  Power  by  tt«aiy 
mtboruea  the  United  Stales  to  possess.  He  may 
do  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  ibe  United  States 
Wbalevertbe  Inr  of  nations  or  treaties  aaihor- 
ite  tbe  United  States  tbere  to  do.  He  cannot 
•tek  satisfacimi  by  war.  He  cannot  make  re- 
prisals. But  he  may  auert  a  s{)eeific  right ;  or 
take  possession  of  a  spceiflc  ihiDg,  claimed  by 
On  Uoited  States.  Thas,  PresiSeat  Madison 
took  pofsession  of  West  Florida,  claimed  by  tbe 
Oniteil  States,  and  also  by  Spain.  By  his  order, 
WilkitMon  took  the  fort  of  Mobile  from  a  Span- 
isb  officer.  Force  was  to  bare  been  used,  but 
tbe  place  was  obtained  by  cepiinlation.  I  donbt 
Mt  tboM  proeeedJDgs  had  tbe  entire  approbation 
of  this  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clat.)  wbo  rery  ably  ad- 
Toeaicd  tbe  claim  of  tbe  United  States  to  thai 
pnviooe.f 

•«I  wU  also  adiah  that  the  PreridHi  Is  boond  to 
Matfaa kva and tmdss  MthMly  esaeatad i  and,** 
fcr  M  Ua  peweta  sxland,  to  smb*  them  to  bs  na- 
•■Isi"— J=Vrai  a  mteek  of  Jfr.  GdMo^  in  IMO. 

-Ha  (Ika  ftesi^t)  poasesm  lb.  whole  Buof 
Iha  poam.  Ha  beUs  and  dhaets  the  Am  of  tfaa 
tMkm.  Of  conasqaaBca,  any  actio  baparibrmedb* 
lbs  fci«  of  th,  «||o«,  i,  K,  be  psritaSId  tbnwgt 
to.  Hek«lttTB«lto.»cW.tfi.  Uws.  A  treaty 
_jlf     I  "™"  *"  •xecula  a  treaty,  where  be 

aMho  alone  DossesHs  tbe  means  of  executing  iL"— 
«J»  a  spweX  of  Jfr.  £.  LiringHon,  ii,  ISOO. 

T^if"^w»  agitation  insafms,  ihst  if  s  parent 
•MnttTwUI  not  ot  CBiiQol  maintain  its  aatbori^  in 
ttocotony  .*,,««  to  oi,  ud  there  existo  in  it  a 
«Ma  Of  mismta  and  disorder  maDscing  our  pesca; 
Mdif  n.or«,».r,  sodi  colony,  by  ptssiog  into  the 

fte  sBbrewon  of  om  Isw,  w.  h.«  .  rt/bt,  upon 


f  ibererore  eonclnde  tbat  tU  the  right  wbiA 
tbe  Doited  States  had  to  do  the  acts  wnieb  bare 
been  done  in  Florida,  is  Tested  in  tbe  President, 
the  Bsecutire  branch  of  the  GoTernment. 

The  next  inquiry  which  I  propose  to  make  is, 
At  Gewral  JadctM  trmucetutad  Auonten,  or 
eiolofecl  Ike  lav  i^vatioiu  ? 

In  examining  this  qneation,  it  is  necessary  to 
•ee,  in  the  first  place,  what  were  his  orders.  On 
examining  ihe  orders  under  which  OenentI  Jack- 
son ected,  1  find  them  to  be  as  follows: 

»S6tb  Dec.  1617.  To  adopt  tbe  nece—arfmta- 
nrtt  to  lerminate  a  conflict  which  it  has  etet 
been  the  desire  of  the  President,  from  comideia- 
lioos  of  bnmanily,  to  avoid ;  bat  which  is  now 
made  necessary  by  their  settled  hostilities." 

"  16tb  Jan.  1616.  To  terminate  apeedily  tba 
war  with  tbe  Seminolea;  and  with  ^WMn.AMf 
pnnisHMERT  for  hostilities  so  unprovoked;  tbe 
honor  of  Ihe  United  Slates  required  {t." 

"  39lb  Jan.  1816.  To  pnt  a  ipa^  ami  •weoea»< 
fiiHerwiifialioiiio  the  Indian  war." 

"etb  Feb.  1 616.  To  terminate  tbe  raptors 
with  the  Indians  as  speediW  as  practicable ;  to 
restore  peace  on  soeb  conditions  as  will  make  it 
AmoroNe  and  permanent.  Tbe  houok  of  on 
army,  and  the  interest  of  onr  country  require  ft." 

In  an  order  issued  prerions  to  all  those  which 

I  bare  qaoted,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  of  Deoember, 
1817,  and  addressed  to  Qcoerat  Gaibes,  be  is  al- 
lowed to  march  across  the  Florida  line,  and  at- 
taek the  ladiaas  withia  its  limits,  should  It  bt 
foBDd  necessary,  "unieee  thev  akould  tMtgr 
tXemtlBf  wader  a  SpamMh  firt.  In  tbe  last 
erent.  yon  will  immediately  notify  this  Depart' 
menc."  Thisereni  never  did  happen;  the  lo'* 
dians  did  not  shelier  themselves  under  a  Span- 
ish forL  And  the  event  never  having  happened, 
the  orders  are  to  be  understood  as  if  no  atiefa 
clause  was  contained  therein.  This  clause  can- 
not be  eoDstrued  into  a  probibilion  to  poseeai 
him9f  If  of  tbe  forts  of  Fhrida,  if  necessity,  or 
hostilities,  jostiSed  the  commending  officer  in 
doing  10,  according  to  the  law  of  nations  or  f^em 

I  will  consider  the  objections  that  bare  been 
made  to  the  proceedings  of  General  Jacksoo:  1. 
In  occupyiog  St.  Marks.  2.  In  occupying  PeD- 
Mtcola.  3.  In  executing  Arbathnot  end  Ambria- 
ter.  But  here  let  me  remark,  tbat  tbe  Ptesideni 
has  refused  to  ceosare  or  punish  General  Jack- 
son for  bis  proceedings  in  Florida,  and  thus 
tikes  upon  himself  the  responsibility  for  them. 

II  is  iho  President  that  is  responsible  to  Con- 
gress, and  we  shall  not  turn  aside  from  him  lo 


eternal  prindpleB  of  self-preaOfTation,  lo  lay  faoU  of 

it."— FVem  JB-.  Ciay't  ntech  on  tke  Mcitpotjen  tf 

Wat  Florida." 
"  The  InuQotabh  principles  of  salMeleaee,  jaflt- 

fied,  thwefare,  tiw  occupancy  of  tbe  Ploridas ;  and 
une  priaciptM  will  warrant  tbe  American  <!•*- 
ant  in  holdiof  il  until  su^  time  as  Spaia  can 

gnsraotas,  by  an  sdeqoate  military  force,  tba  main- 

taioing  her  autborily  wiltun  the  ertBgy.*^    Wwt  fitn* 
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not  for  tu  to  eoadenn  tbem.  This  Hooae  mar 
impuch,  and  thfe  Senate  may  try  the  Preiidcrti; 
bat  QbdchI  Jackaoa  is  nat  reipouiblfl  to  either. 
Let  aa  lea  if  Gcnaral  Jiekioa  wai  not  jMlifi* 
able  in  occapying  St.  Marki.  I  bava  ailemptad 
to  attow  that,  ai  the  Uoiiad  Statas  had  been 
compelled,  by  the  dclioqueacy  of  Spain,  to  do 
the  dBttea  of  Spaio,  tb«y  were  entitled  lo  the 


possemoB  of  the  fort  of  Su  Uarks,  u  a  mean 
tif  letUiJDUiff  tbe  iDdiant.  I  tuire  alM  akowa 
thai,  by  the  law  of  naliooa,  BeeCHity  aathatizu 
the  tempotarr  Hizare  of  a  pleet  for  iver«Btiag 
the  eaemy  Iroia  aeiziog  ibt*  pUee,  whea  the 
nantral  soTtreign  ii  unable  lo  defend  it.*  To 
reqaire  that  the  exewiie  of  ibii  tifht  ihonld  be 
pteooded  by  a  declaration  of  war,  i*  lo  deny  the 
light  allogether,  whiah  is  to  take  pMUuian  of 
IM  fwtiMs  (MT  a  neuiaU  Paver.  The  Indiaiu 
Kid  aegroea  had  ihrcateaad  to  occDpy  St.  Mark8,t 
and  pMOMditaied  seiSLDg  that  post.}  Five  hna- 
dred  of  tbem  had  approached  it,  lo  the  alarm  of 
the  flommandei.{  The  cue  in  whieh  it  i*  jiu- 
tifiahle  to  Mixe  a  eeatral  poit,  existed.  Thf 
General  therefore  ataodf  fully  jiulified  in  the 
aaisure  of  Bt.  Marki.  Thiu,  the  Cheat  Freder- 
ieb  having  awertained  the  iotendcd  iurasioa 
ana  iianiMoa  of  hia  dominions,  by  Huaaia  and 
Aoaliia,  look  Dceaden  in  depot,  that  hs  lugtu  be 
hafotehaad  with  Ma  eknniea. 

I  will  pat*  from  St.  Harka  to  tha  ooespatioa 
of  Penaacola.  The  ordan  of  Qeaeral  Jaekien 
Wir«  lo  "  adopt  th*  aeeeaaary  mnaurea"  to  pro- 
««r»  a  epeady  tod  e&etaal  termination  of  ibe 
TCT,  and  a  peaoe  on  suoh  lerraa  aa  would  be  per- 
naaent,  ana  honorable  to  the  army  and  the  Uni- 
ted Biaiea,  Bat  the  war  could  not  be  epeedily 
wcmlaatad,  if  the  Spaniah  OoTenot  of  Peaia- 
oola  abetiad,  enooaraged,  and  aupplied  the  aar- 
•cea,  and  obatnicled  the  anival  of  sa|»liee  for 
the  American  army.  The  poaaeaaioa  of  Penaa- 
nria  waa  necenaty  to  the  ezscntion  of  hit 
orden. 

Frorisioua  may  be  aeiind  by  force  when  oeces- 
aaiy.l  Tbeo  a  poat  may  be  ocanpted  which  ob- 
atiueta  their  arrival.  The  Spaaiih  commandanl 
of  Penaaeola  haviag  endangered  the  exuience 
of  the  Aroeiioan  army,  by  detaining  their  anp- 
pitea  of  profiaiou,  it  waa  neoaaaary  that  he 
ahould  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  doing  the 
anme  again,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Qeneral  Jackson  was  reminded,  in  his  OTdera, 
of  the  honor  of  the  Uoiied  States,  and  the  honor 
of  the  aimy.  His  daty  to  praaerre  both  iovio- 
late  waa  thna  particniarly  impreascd  upon  him. 
While  engaged  in  anppreaaiog  the  Seminole*, 
and  ibua  performing  what  it  waa  the  duty  of 
Spain  to  hue  done,  he  — 


ernot  of  Pensaeok  to  reliie  with  hb  fercea  &wa 
Weat  Florida,  with  a  iheeat  to  nie  force  to  oo^ 
il  him,  if  he  did  not  comply.*  Will  anymen^ 
r  say,  that,  on  receiTing  thia  order,  la cIinb 
ahould  hare  fiedl  Ooght  he  to  hare  fbrgDUas 
the  aoms  of  the  United  State*,  the  BOMS&of 
the  American  aamj;,  ao  lately  and  panicnlarly 
rceommeaded  to  hie  aafekeepiag,  and  fied  fniB 
Weat  Florida,  before  the  Spaniah  Croas,  to  avoid 
the  arma  of  Don  Jot4  Huoti  I  preannae  no 
one  would  say  he  abeuld  hare  fled.  Whatever 
doubt  there  Blight  be  aa  to  the  neeeasiir  or  legal- 
ilT  of  taking  posaeaiioo  of  Penaaeola  before  ike 
Oorernor  iaaned  ihii  menace,  there  was  aaae 
aftenmrda.  Oeneral  Jackson  at  once  saw  that 
if  be  retired,  ha  retired  in  disgrace,  the  honor  of 
the  United  States  and  of  th*  army  tarniahed, 
and  hia  orders  riiamefully  rioleted.  It  beenme 
wary  that  he  should  deprive  Masot  of  Ik* 
IS  of  carrying  his  cbreat  into  execution.  A 
threat  whieh,  if  he  ahoald  not  aiiempt  to  exo- 
ente  against  General  Jaekson  himself)  while  hia 
array  remaiiKd  in  full  foree,  it  now  became  ez- 
trcnely  probahla  that  he  would  carry  into  ex^ 
cation,  with  the  aid  of  the  savage  and  negro 
enemy,  against  the  dtmtniibed  foree  whieh  Qea- 
eral  Jaclnon  mi^ht  leare  in  Florida.  Thela- 
mediaie  oeoopation  by  G«taral  Jaaksoa  of  the 


«  ordered  by  the  Gov 


•TaHa),  SIB.  t  DooDmeals,  >l. 

'  ~  I,  H  M,  SI,  Laaofo'e  letter. 
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Sock  a  threat  is  a  dealaration  of  hestiUtiaa. 
If  il  i«  made  by  one  Bovereini  to  another,  it  ia 
(he  commencement  of  war.  Sueh  a  deolaiatiM, 
made  by  the  King  of  Prussia  to  the  Bmperer  of 
Vranee,  oorameneed  the  war  in  whieh  waa  foufht 
the  battle  of  Jma,  whiah  brought  tbe  Pnuamn 
monarchy  to  the  brink  of  rain.  The  Freoek 
battalions  eoutd  not  fly  out  of  Germany  betoe 
the  Pruaiian  eagle.  Sir,  sa*h  a  ibteat  ia  net 
merely  a  declaration  of  hosliliiiest  ii  is  eren  re- 
garded as  an  attack,  and  gives  to  him  who  is 
threatened  the  defeniive,  at,thongh  he  ibonU 
eirike  the  flrsi  biew.t  The  possession  of'Pensn- 
cola  became  indispcnsriile,  bythe  threat  of  Gor- 
ernor  Uazot,  lo  the  exeeutioo  of  Oeneral  Jade* 
son's  orders,  to  the  preservation  of  tbe  honor  of 
tbe  army,  and  to  its  secnrity. 

But  it  is  said  that  General  Jaduon  mad*  war 
against  Spain ;  and  it  it  said  that  all  videnee  is 
war.  Tbisis  a  mistake.  We  know  that  the  United 
Suues  are  not  at  war  with  Spain, although  Ge»- 
eralJaekaon  baa  exerted  some  foree  agaiasl  the 
Governor  of  Penucola,  on  the  declaration  of 
hoBiililies  made  by  the  latter.  Public  war  existt 
belwaen  nations.  Tbe  right  of  making  anch  a 
war  belongs  only  lo  the  sovereign  power.  But 
it  sometimes  happens  that  the  commaoder  of  a 
portion  of  tbe  armed  force,  finds,  or  supposes  he 
nods,  the  exercise  of  violence  necessary  against 
some  portion  of  the  public  force  of  another  Pow- 
er, aithoagh  no  war  exists  betweea  the  twe  on- 
lion*.  Such  acts  of  ferce  mar  indeed  hare  a 
tendency  to  produce  public  war  between  tb«lMi- 
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tioii*:*  thtf  bMoma  inbjcet*  ol  dUeauioii ;  tbcf 
SMTMJattifiedotibeyiiiarbodlnTowed.  Thni. 
lit  1764,  Major  WuhioKtOD,  with  foar  haodred 
■mh,  (reeled  a  fort  on  tb«  Ohio,  where  be  was 
attacked  by  De  Villier,  a  French  eommander, 
with  nine  handred  men,  and  obliged  to  capitulate. 
Yet  war,  public  war,  did  not  commence  between 
the  IwonatioDB  onill  1755.  In  1750,eTeniB  took 
place  between  the  foreea  of  England  and  France, 
in  Nora  Bootia,  bearing  (omereKmbUnce  to  ihoH 
which  lalelf  occurred  in  Florida.  Major  Law- 
lenee,  with  a  imall  force,  adranoed  to  lednee 
■ome  iniargenia  called  French  nentralt,  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  inaiigating  ibe  Indians  to 
altaek  the  Bngliih  inhabllanti ;  those  ininrgcDti 
fled  and  took  proieciion  with  the  French  com- 
mander, Monsieur  La  Corne,  who  commanded 
fiiteen  hundred  men.  -  Lawrence  forbore  lo  al- 
taek him,  becawe  he  wai  unable ;  bat  inqaired 
OB  what  principle  be  protected  the  JDsnrgenul 
La  Corne  antwered,  that  he  waa  ordered  to  defend 
that  post,  and  would  obey  bia  order*.  The  hii- 
lorian  adda,  that  "  daring  the  year*  1761  and  1752 
'  the  Indiana  and  their  coadjutor*  continued  to 
'  diaiurb,  plunder,  and  butcher,  the  new  coloDiiis ; 
'  in  their  eipeditiona  ihey  were  conntenanced  and 
'  sappoTled  by  the  French  commanders,  who  al- 
'  waya  aupplied  them  with  boala,  arma,  and  am- 
'  munition."  If  no  direct  hostilities  look  place 
there  between  ibeEngliihand French command- 
era,  ve  are  informed  wbal  the  reaaon  was.  The 
hiatoiian  telle  ui  that  the  English  commander 
knew  "  that  b«  waa  nnable  to  cope  wiih  such  a 
force  in  the  open  fietd."t 

In  1794  GorernoT  Simcoe  built  a  fort  at  the 
npida  of  Manmee.  Thii  fori  we  know  G«ieral 
Wayue  was  allowed  by  Preaident  Waahington 
to  take,  if  it  impeded  hia  operationa,  alihoogh 
there  waa  no  war  between  the  two  nations. 
Wayne,  In  hia  deapatehes,  aaid  he  would  bave 
atormed  it  bad  a  gun  been  fired.  He  no  doubt 
would  bareatormed  it  had  Major  Campbell  threat- 
ened to  drive  him  out  of  the  country,  as  Masot 
threatened  to  drive  General  Jackson.  An  action 
to^  plaee  between  the  Leopard  and  the  Cheaa- 
peake;  bat  that  did  not  produce  public  war  be- 
tween the  two  connirie*.  Another  action  took 
^ce  between  an  American  frigate  and  the  Little 
Belt;  yet  the  nations  remained  at  peace.  Theie 
events  show  that  act*  of  violence  occorriof  be- 
tween commanders  of  portions  of  the  armed  force 
of  different  countries,  each  asserting  the  rights 
or  maintaining  the  pretensions  of  iheir  respective 
Qovernments,  are  not  such  acta  of  war  as  must 
be  preceded  by  a  decluation  of  war.  Such  act* 
win  happen,  in  whatsoever  bands  the  wer-declar- 
ing  power  may  be  veated.  They  are  not  effects 
of  war;  they  may  be  subjeets  for  reparation.^ 
Yon  are  about  to  ealahlish  a  post  at  the  Yellow 
Blone  river ;  perhaps  another  at  Galvesion ;  and 


poaaihlysttbemonthof  theOolnmbiariver.  The 
commandera  may  be  brongbl  into  collision  with 
(he  eommandera  of  the  foree*  of  other  nations; 
they  may  fight  long  before  you  can  bear  of  snch 
colTiaion,  and  yet  the  nations  may  remain  at 
peace. 

Bnt  it  baa  been  said  by  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
on  another  oecaaion,  that  the  right  of  levyii^ 
taxes  has  been  wretted  from  Congress.  I  aop- 
poae  that  Ibe  allusion  waa  to  the  eaiaUisbmeni  of 
a  custom-house  at  Pensacola,  and  that  that  eon- 
itiiQtes  one  of  the  objections  to  be  urged  againat 
Ibe  proceedings  of  Gieoeral  Jackaon.  Whitever 
may  be  said  of  ibe  auihority  of  the  Oraeral  to 
establish  a  cuaiom-bDUBe  al  Pensacola,  the  act  Is 
no  viurpaiion  on  ihe  power  of  Congress,  nalea*  it 
can  be  shown  that  Congress  poieessed  the  right 
to  establish  a  custom-bouse  al  Pensaeola.  1  do 
not  perceive  ibalCoDgresa  possess  the  ri^t.  The 
power  of  Con^Tes*  10  legislate  is  confined  to  the 
American  lerrilories,  and  the  objects  eauraerated 
in  the  ContiitntioD.  I  conceive  that  Congress 
can  exercse  no  power  over  a  tenilory  neknowl- 
edged  by  them  to  belong  lo  a  foreign  Power.  If 
treaties  or  the  law  of  nations  give  the  United 
Stales  a  right  lo  act  within  the  territory  of  a  for- 
eign Power,  in  peace  or  in  war,  it  is  the  Bzecutive 
that  mnst  to  act.  The  British  commander  at 
Casline  established  a  eustom-honsa  there  during 
the  late  war;  it  waa  not  establbhad  by  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament.  Where  one  nation  by  its  arms 
Tt  of  the  territory  of  another,  it  is 
ihe  duties,  and  let  the  magislraiea 
administer  Ihe  laws.  The  right  results  (nm  the 
temporary  possession.  If  that  possession  isirrong, 
all  its  eonaeqnences  are  so ;  bnt  if  the  possession 
is  right,  ila  necessary  eonsequeneea  are  also  right. 
Whatever  foot*  and  argnmenia  will  maintain  the 
right  to  take  possession  of  •  place,  will  support 
the  tight  of  the  poaseasors  to  maintain  in  opera- 
tion the  nsual  or  necessary  laws.  And  therefore, 
whether  the  American  military  force  in  poaaeaaion 
of  Pensacola  might  collect  the  oauat  eusioma  or 
nol,  depends  on  ihe  former  question,  whether  tbey 
had  a  right  to  take  posaess ion  or  noL 

I  will  next  eonsiaer  the  objections  made  lo  the 
conduct  of  General  Jackson,  in  the  execution  of 
Arbutbnot  and  Ambrister. 

Some  of  my  argnments  on  this  branch  of  ibe 
subjeet,  have  been  anticipated  by  ibe  honorable 
member  who  has  preceded  me,  the  chairman  of 
the  Military  Commiliee,  (Mr.  Johhsok.  of  Ken- 
tucky,) audit  gives  me  satisfaction  to  find  that  m^ 
opinion  agrees  with  that  of  a  gentleman  who  n 
as  much  distinguished  by  hia  humanity  as  by 
his  valor. 

My  observations  will  chiefly  relate  to  the  case 
of  Ambrister,  as  the  proceediogs  against  him  have 
have  been  the  most  cenaured ;  and  what  ia  said 
of  hia  caae  will  in  the  general  apply  to  that  of  Ar- 
buthttot. 

I  will  attempt  to  maintain  that  Ambrister  waa 
an  outlaw,  making  war  wiihoot  authority,  iasti- 
galiug  savagea  to  an  unlawful  war,  a  leader  of 
bandiili,  ana  liable,  bjr  the  law  of  Dniions  and  the 
naages  of  war,  to  tulwr  death. 
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It  vu  ronod  br  the  specitl  eonrl  manhl,  Ibat 
Ambrieter  had  led  and  eommanded  Indians  in 
nnjiag  on  wai  igainit  the  United  Slates,  being 
a  Briiith  mbjeet  Peace  eiiiK  between  all  the 
eiiizens  of  the  United  SMim  and  all  the  sabjeeta 
or  Great  Britain ;  an^theBngliihmaD  wbocotin- 
mIl  aida,  or  abcM  taragea  to  manaere  the  people 
of  the  United  State*,  is  a  mnrderer. 

It  ia  the  lawi  of  war,  a  branch  of  the  law  of 
nations,  that  giret  to  the  commanding  General  a 
right  to  pot  prisoners  to  death,  either  for  a  viola- 
tion of  the  usages  of  war,  or  bf  wi^  of  retaliation. 
In  the  one  ease,  they  die  for  their  own  crime, 
and  their  pnoishment  ii  just ;  in  the  other,  they 
are  pat  to  death  for  the  crimes  of  their  parljr,  and 
tbeir  panuhmenl  n  justified  by  policy. 

Among  the  crimes  against  the  laws  of  war,  for 
which  a  priioner  may  jnsily  die,  are-rl.  Making 
war  without  authority,' the  war  being  lawful;  2. 
Making  war,  if  the  war  is  unlawful ;  3.  Using 
means  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war. 

That  article  of  the  laws  of  war  that  prorides 
that  he  who  flghis  without  authority  is  liable  to 
suffer  death,  seems  not  to  have  been  rightly  an- 
demood  by  either  branch  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee :  but  it  is  a  rule  well  established,  and  rery 
bmefieial  to  humanity.  General  Jackson  seems 
10  me  to  have  entertained  a  correct  idea  of  the 
rule,  but  not  to  hare  taken  time,  when  giving  bis 
order  for  the  ezeeniion  of  Ambrister,  to  express 
bimsetf  with  sufficient  elearoess.  I  shoatd  inter- 
polate the  rule  as  laid  down  hy  him,  and  make  it 
read  thus:  "It  is  an  established  principle  of  the 
'  law  of  nations,  that  any  indiridual  of  a  nation 
'  making  war  against  the  citizeos  (or  soldiers)  of 
'anothet  nation,  the  nations  being  at  peaee,  (and 
'  bftTing  no  anihority  by  being  in  the  service  of  a 
'  Power  making  a  lawful  war,)  forfeits  the  pro- 
'  taction  of  bis  Government;  and  becomes  an  out- 
'  law  (or  robber,  if  he  maken  war  by  land)  or  a 
'  pirate,  (if  he  makes  war  by  sea.")  The  role 
tkna  amended  is  equally  applicable  to  the  ease  of 
Ambrister,  as  in  the  form  expressed  by  General 
jRekson.  And  it  is  folly  estanlisbed  by  the  wri- 
ters on  the  law  of  nations. 

Ambrister,  being  the  subject  of  a  Power  at 
|>eaee  with  the  United  States,  of  his  owtt  free 


of  nations  say  on  this  caw.  National  war  Is  a 
eottflici  between  nation  and  nation.  It  never  can 
be  underiaken  or  carried  on  hut  by  the  aaihority 
of  the  sovereign.*  Therefore  subjects  cannot 
act  herein  of  themaelres,  and  without  the  sorer, 
ejgn's  order  tber  are  not  to  eommit  any  hosUlilv.  t 
The  neeesaity  of  a  particular  order  is  so  thoroughly 
established,  that  even  after  a  declaration  of  wr~ 
between  two  natioQs,if  the  peaianls of  themselri 
commit  any  hostilities,  ihe  enemy,  instead  of 
^Mriog  them,  baogs  th^m  up,  as  so  maoy  robbere 
or  banditti.  {  The  violence  committed  by  the 
aabjecti  of  one  nation  against  those  of  another, 
without  authority  from  their  sorereigo,  are  now 
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looked  npon  aa  robbetie*-,  and  the  perpetratora 
are  excluded  from  the  rigbta  of  lawful  pria- 
oners.* 

It  appears  therefore  that,  bad  war  actually  ex- 
isted between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  Atnbriater  had,  without  authority  front 
his  Goremmeot,  committed  hostilities  against 
the  United  States,  he  would  hare  been  justly  con- 
sidered as  a  robber,  and  liable  to  be  hanged  br 
order  of  the  commanding  officer  into  whose  hands- 
he  bad  fallen. 

This  rule  of  the  law  of  war,  that  no  one  is  t» 
fight  without  authority,  was  asserted  by  the  enemy 
in  the  war  of  our  Revolniion,  in  the  case  of  Col- 
onel Bihan  Allen.  He  advanced  against  Mon- 
treal, with  a  few  rolunteeri;  his  party  was  routed, 
and  he  himself  made  prisoner;  and,  ander  pre* 
text  of  his  having  acted  without  authority,  be 
was  thrown  into  irons,  and  sent  to  England  as  a 

Those  who  kill  an  enemy  in  war  are  excused 
in  consideration  ef  their  acting  iathe  performaiica 
of  their  duty.  But  those  who  Sgbt  contrary  to 
their  duty,  or  without  its  being  their  duty,  the 
laws  of  war  equally  condemn  as  the  desetter,  biiB 
who  has  broke  his  parole,  or  him  who  fights  with- 
out authority. 

War  being  a  great  calamity,  they  well  deserre 
to  die  who  violate  those  laws  which  hare  been 
aKTeed  upon  by  civilized  nations  for  the  purpose 
of  diminishioK  its  horrors.  War  is  sufficiently 
destructive  wnen  its  operations  are  confined  to 
those  who  are  authorized  to  proteeuie  it  br  the 
Government ;  but  how  horrible  would  it  be,  if 
every  person  beloogiog  to  one  Power,  had  a  right 
to  attack  and  kill  any  person  belonging  to  the 
other  I  And  if  that  man  may  be  lawfully  and 
justly  put  to  death,  who,  without  authority,  at- 
tacks the  soldiers  of  the  enemy,  how  much  more 
does  that  man  deserve  to  die,  whose  country  being 
at  peace,  instigates  savages  to  the  horrid  acts  of 
uadistinKuishing  massacre. 

The  law  of  nations  is,  that  the  subject  of  a 
neutral  Power  who  wages  war  by  land,  is  puniah- 
able  with  death,  unless  be  is  in  Ihe  service  of  a 
Power  carrying  on  a  regular  war.  And  natloDi 
hare  gone  further  as  to  war  carried  do  by  sea, 
and  ogreedigenerally,  that  not  even  a  commission  , 
shall  exempt  from  the  poaisfaoient  of  death  him 
who,  being  ihe  subject  of  a  nemral,  exercbe*  boa- 
tilities  by  sea.  But  the  committee  say,  Arbuth- 
noi  and  Ambrister  were  "acting  with  a  Power 
acknowledged  independent  by  ns."  I  can  by  no 
means  agree  with  the  committee.  Look  at  the 
Constitution  ;  Indians  are  spoken  of  as  a  part  of 
our  popnlatioa.  Look  at  our  treaty  with  Spain ; 
each  party  engages  to  restrain  the  Indians  within 
'  their  territory ;  and  those  in  Florida  are  spoken 
of  as  the  lodiana  of  Spain.  Look  at  our  Ireatiea 
with  the  Indians)  they  acknowledge  ihemselree 
to  be  under  onr  protection;  and  consequently 
they  owe  us  allegiance;  for  protection  and  alle- 
,  gionce  are  reciprocal.    Refer  to  the  notes  of  onr 
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I  Obcni,  whiek  ue  anoDg  lb« 

iblMl  8tu«  nipert  tbai  Iwre  appesrsd  ;  roo  ^>l' 
find   ihe  followiDjc  fninm;     "If  (he   Uoiled 

■  State*  bait  now  UHrl»d  (nkt  ihe  ladiaD*  within 
'  ihdr  boaadiriea,  wfao  have  Mkoowledged  ibe 
'  DniWd  StsiM  u  their  odIv  proteetota,  were  iheii 
'  Mitt)c«t«,  liTJug  onljr  it  lUDennce  on  their  lands, 
'  far  from  being  the  Qrst  ie  making  that  anertioo, 
'  ihef  would  oDly  bsTe  followed  ibe  example  of 
'  the  priaeiplei  nDifotmlr  aad  iaTariablr  auerted 
'  in  eubatanee,  and  freqceDtly  arowed,  in  exprees 

<  leriDi,  br  tbe  Brilitb  OorerDBMct  itaelT.    The 

■  United  Sutes  claim,  of  right,  with  respect  la 
'  all  Burapeaa  tkatiansl  and  partioularlf  with  i«- 
'  apcet  l»  Qr«at  Briiaia,  tbe  entire  aorercigaty 
'  «*er  the  wbole  tarntorf,  and  all  the  pcraons 
'  Mnbraeed  wiihia  ibe  boBodaries  of  ihdr  domin- 
'  iona."  All  thii  tends  to  prove  that  the  ladiaoa 
ar«  aabjecta,  or  nabjecl  cotnmuniliea,  owing  alio- 
giaoce  to  Ihe  United  Btatet.  The  propoaiiion 
aArmed  by  the  minority  of  tbe  Military  Commit* 
tec  that  w^ile  men  may  enter  into  the  terricc  of 
Indian^  and  that  they  thereby  become  entitled 
to  tbe  same  treatment  in  all  reapeeu  ai  the  In- 
diana, I  do  not  adioit.  I  ooBtend  thai  a  Irnty  of 
paaca  with  Indiaas  would  not  abield  from  a  pros* 
eeotioD  a  while  man,  tbe  subject  of  a  nenul 
Power,  wbo  bad  aaaooiated  bimtelf  with  the  In- 
diana, and  killed  a  eitiien  within  the  jgriadioUon 
afaaiale. 

VoluDtean  are  allowed  to  aerre  foieigo  Pow- 
«».  Let  ua  MO  why  tbia  aoiiom  haa  become  a 
Mtt  of  Ibe  law«f  oationa.  "  The  noble  view  of 
'ac^niring  itutrnction  in  the  art  of  war,  and  ba- 
'  aomiag  mote  eapable  of  serring  oar  country, 
'4wa  iotrodooad  a  laeihod  of  aaiTJDg  aa  rolua- 

<  iMN  eyas  in  foreign  armies ;  and  the  euatom  la 
'  doubtleaa  justified  oy  the  aablimity  of  the  mo- 
'  ti*e."*  But  thisaubume  molira  will  not  juaitfy 
Ibo  civiliied  man  ia  entering  into  the  aervicc  of 
the  ferociona  and  murdertog  saTage,  to  leaiD  iba 
use  of  Ihe  barehet  and  iheMalping  knife. 

Ambrisier  did  not,  by  earning  lo  Florida,  owe 
•lUvianec  to  Bowleg*  or  to  Hiliiahajo.  He  coo- 
^Dued  the  subject  of  Qreat  Britain ;  and  be  owed 
lamporary  alleglaace  to  the  King  of  Spain.  By 
ajdlng  saragca  to  carry  on  war  against  the  Uni- 
lad  States,  he  riolated  the  Briiiah  treaty,  the 
Bh"'*''  Ireaiy,  the  law  of  nature,  Ibe  law  of  aa- 
liona,  and  the  lawa  of  war,  and  jastly  auffered 
dmih. 

it  ia  only  in  lawful  ware  that  ibosa  wbo  are 
taken  are  eoiiiled  to  the  treatment  of  priaonen  of 
war.  A  war,  to  be  lawful,  must  be  uoderlakea 
br  the  soTereiga  Power-t  Tketa  muit  ba  lawful 
Utboriiy  for  making  it,  and  a|^raot  just  cause. 
it  must  Del  be  merely  an  inourtion  for  havoc  and 
piilage.  An  individual  cannot  wage  lawful  war 
against  a  DBiJon  i  heiiarobber.  A  familyean- 
MH;  they  will  be  robbers.  A  tribe  of  savages 
aaoDDt ;  they  may  be  treated  as  enemies  of  the 
human  race.  "  rialiona  which  are  always  ready 
'  to  take  aims  on  any  prospect  of  advaniase,  are 
'  lawleaa  robbers  j  but  they  who  seem  to  deUgbi 
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'in  the  ravagcaef  war,  whoqtNad  it  MtaUtidea 
'  without  anr  other  moiivei  than  their  ferocity. 
'  are  moniteis  nnworthy  the  name  of  men.  Ail 
'  naiiona  hare  a  right  to  join  In  ptmiahing,  sap* 
'  pressing,  and    even    exterminating  snob  mv- 

■  ages."*  This  is  the  language  of  the  law  of  aa- 
tions.  Then,  as  the  Seminole  saragea  cauld  not 
themselves  make  a  lawful  war  agaiiut  the  Uul- 
led  States,  their  chiefs,  Bowlega  aad  Hillisha)c, 
could  not  communicate  auob  a  right  to  AmbtiaMti 

If  Great  Britain  bad  been  at  war  with  the 
United  Siaus,  aad.  AmbriatM,  her  aubjaot,  had 
exeioiaed  boatilitiea  against  them,  without  au* 
ihority  from  bis  Government,  the  lawa  of  wai 
condemD  him  to  die,8s  haa  been  cleacly  showB>t 
Surely  the  circnmstance  of  his  nation  being  at 
peace  with  us,  docs  not  iocreaso  hie  rights[  It 
only  iDereases  bii  guilt. 

I  would  go  still  farther,  sir,  but  for  this  I  faara 
DO  espresa  written  aathority  in  point;  I  woalil 
relv  on  reason  and  analogy.  I  aay  if  Niabolla 
had  been  Inkea  during  the  lata  war,  with  hia 
Britannic  Mueaty's  commission  in  his  pewket, 
when  engai[ea  in  exciting  savagea  to  maaaaciA 
thepeacelul  cltiiens  of  our  frontiers,  be  would 
have  deserved  to  have  been  hanged  ior  aainjl 
means  contmrv  to  the  laws  of  war.  The  orioiu- 
ple  I  contend  for  seems  to  have  been  acted  «tt  in 
the  case  of  Colonel  Hamilton,  the  British  eoi»- 
maoder  of  ViaceDnea,  in  the  war  ttt  the  Revoltt- 
tioB.  That  officer  having  excited  the  I«diaBa  to 
war  against  the  frontier  eat  tiers,  waa  atta^ed  bf 
Colonel  Ctaik,  and  auTreiiderad  hiaMelf  and  hia 
ganiaon  priaoaers  of  war.  The  Uatariaa  l«U« 
01  that "  with  a  few  of  hie  imwtdiate  agwto  «td 

■  eouDsallots,  who  bad  been  inatroraaotal  in  ihe 
'  savage  barbaritias  ha  had  eneowaged,  ha  mm, 
'  by  order  of  the  Sxecntive  of  Virgiain,  pat  in 
'  irons,  and  enafloed  in  jail."t  There  aia  eai- 
taia  means,  the  use  of  which  is  eontfary  to 
the  laws  of  war;  as  poisoning,  asaaasiaatioa, 
eatettng  the  eamj>  of  an  enemy  ia  disguiao, 
as  spies,  or  with  ioieni  to  poison,  aaaaaatuaiiL 
01  ootrupi!  aoldiers  goiily  of  any  of  tbcaa  aO 
fences  are  liable  to  suffer  death ;  and,  I  arot^ 
add,  to  the  list  of  unlawful  means,  exciting  ear* 
ages  to  war.  Our  Commissioners  at  Obeat  do- 
cbred  that  "  tha  employment  of  savage^  wboM 

■  known  role  of  warfare  is  the  indiscrimiaato 
'  lortnre  and  butehery  of  w«nen,  children,  aad 
'  prisoners,  is,  itself,  a  departure  from  the  prioei- 
'  pies  of  humanity  observed  between  all  civiliaed 
'  Christian  nation*,  even  ia  war."  Tbea  let 
this  practice  be  terminated.  That  is  to  ba  ef* 
fected  by  the  exemplary  punishment  of  ovorr 
instigator  of  lodian  bosUlities. 

I  cannot  perceive  any  ground  for  Ihe  eomyar 
riaoD  made  between  the  cases  of  I^ayatte,  Kos- 
ciusko, Pulaski,  and  De  Kalb,  with  those  of  A^ 
buihoot  and  Ambrister.  Do  those  wbo  mafca 
this  comparison  find  any  liheaeas  between  ih* 
United  Sutes  and  Ibe  Seminole  tribe  of  savagas? 
Tha  war  of  the  Bevolotion  was  carried  on  a*  a 
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n  whiak  tb«  triitment  of  inMiMr*  U 
UK  nme  a*  io  a  t«^lar  war  between  two  as- 
UflDS.*  And  *■  fbreiyoen  aie  allowed  Io  taut 
iBto  (he  aeiTice  of  either  parif  in  such  a  war, 
they  were  eoBMaaenilr  eniilled  to  ueatoieDt 
•imJu:  to  that  which  other  priaonars  of  their 
party  received. 

luTiDg  cowidered  the  liibililr  of  Ambditet  lo 
anfier  daalb,  for  a  TialatioD  of  the  laws  of  war, 
in  exeroiiiDK  anlawfnl  hoaiiliiies,  I  will  next 
cvnaider  kia  liability  to  b«  put  to  death  by  way 
of  maliatiDB,  aa  a  pereon  uootporaled  with  ibe 
enemy. 

I  lay  dowo,  witk  regard  to  the  aaragea,  this 
taU  of  warfare.  Wkaterer  degree  of  force,  what- 
erer  deatroelion,  wkaierer  puaUkmeot  for  riola- 
ting  the  VMffst  of  war  or  by  way  of  retalialioo, 
■a  found  naceatary  to  deter  them  from  robbing 
OBT  ailizBBs,  ^tl  mauaereing  our  women  and 
ekildren;  thaiforoe.deelrnetioD, and  punishment, 
they  should  be  made  to  feel,  and  do  more.  So 
maeb  we  have  aa  nadoubied  right  lo  inflict  on 
ike  principle  of  aelf-preaerretioo.  And  if  we  do 
Dot  infliei  ao  nooh,  we  fail  is  ow  Mered  duly  la 
preserve  the  people. 

1  find  itua  opinion  fully  supported  by  the  aa- 
thorily  and  esample  f>[  the  greatest  roaa  that 
tUs  or  any  oiker  eoualrv  his  produced.  Oen- 
ersl  Washington,  wbo  Icnew  when  to  silence 
pin,  if  its  ezereise  waa  injoriona  to  hii  aountry, 
did  not  emstder  the  asnges  of  war,  «  the  prinei- 
pks  of  humantt^,  ta  applteaUe  id  a  war  carried 
00  for  the  poawhnienl  of  the  aipro««fce4  and 
atroftioas  hoMililies  of  saTBges.t  la  bis  order  lo 
Oeaenl  SnlliTan,  direoilnc  his  t^eaatioBS  to  tb* 
Indiui  coBDity,  1  Sod  (kn  following  dikuaes : 

■■  The  e^edltien  jo«  aie  upoiated  la  nnniiaeiiil  is 
Is  be  dlieetad  agehut  the  heeUle  tribes  ef  the  Sir  Na> 
tieoe  of  Indlsn^  wUi  their  saaoeiali 
TheimmeCate  objeela  are  the  tab 
daaaatatinn  d  their  asttlaoMnta,  and  the  eapHwa  of  aa 
mm  faianiMiw  of  even  age  and  aas  aa  paaaJMa." 

"  I  wmU  leaoMmand  ttial  eene  poet  in  the  eeabe 
of  tfaa  Indian  conntij  be  oeeopiad  with  all  ei^edilien, 
wttll  a  snSciBBt  qiuiiti^  of  pioTiaiont  wbensa  partisa 
Aonld  be  detached  ta  lay  waata  all  the  aattlenaanta 
uotu^  with  injunctiona  to  do  it  in  the  meat  efiecteal 
manner.  Hut  the  country  tcaj  not  merely  be  OTemin, 
but  dealnyed." 

"  After  yon  hive  veiy  thorou^Uj  competed  the  de- 
atmctian  of  their  aettlsmanla,  if  the  Indiana  shoold 
show  a  dispoaitiDD  Ibi  peace,  I  would  kave  you  to  en* 
cooiage  it,  on  condition  Uiat  diey  will  gtre  aome  de> 
daive  erideaee  of  their  aincert^,  by  delirering  np 
aeme  of  the  prindpal  ioallgalors  of  tbair  past  bsalili- 
tiea,  into  enr  tends— BnHer,  Brandt,  the  moat  mla- 
ahievoua  of  tbs  Toiiaa  thai  kavejcAned  Aem,er  any 
otker  Ihay  may  haTa  In  their  pows,  that  we  aie  in- 
tseealsd  to  get  late  onm" 

"  But  jou  will  not,  by  any  neaai^  listen  to  orer' 
tvea  of  paaoa,  bafora  the  total  nin  of  their  aalllo- 
aaala  ia  eieoud." 

"  Out  liituia  aaewily  will  be  in  their  inability  t 
disUnca  to  whicli  th 
which  the  aarentj  ( 


Ut^  receiit^  will  inapire  Iham — peace  withottt  thia 
woald  be  &llaciona  and  temporary  I" 

"  When  we  hare  effectnalij  chaaUaed  (hem,  we 
may  than  listen  to  peace ;  and  endeaTor  to  draw  Ihr- 
thei  adrantige  from  their  fean." 

Such  were  the  orders  given  by  General  Waabr 
ii^ton  for  infiicting  exemplary  panishment«iL 
the  aavagei.  Let  usteehow  ihey  wereexacutedi 
"Bver^  lake,  river,  and  creek,  in  the  cot^ntrv  of 
'  the  Six  Natbna  wai  traced  for  villages,  and  ao 
'  veaiigie  of  bunaD  industry  wu  pwmitted  to  re- 
'  main.  Uotuea,  corn-fields,  gardens,  and  frnil 
'  trdes,  akared  one  conunon  fate,  ffighleen  vil- 
'  lages,  a  number  of  detached  buildings,  one  hna< 
'  dred  and  sixty  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  andaU 
'  those  fruits  and  vegetables  which  conduce  to 
'  the  comfort  and  aubaisteiice  of  men,  were  u(- 
'  terly  deatroyed.*  On  receiving  the  commiUUT 
'  cations  of  General  Sullivan,  Congress  passed  a 
'  vote  of  approbation  of  his  conduct,  ana  of  that 
'  of  ibearmy." 

Had  Brandt  and  Bntlei  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
Qeneral  WashlnetoD,  they  would,  no  doubt,  have 
met  the  late  of  Arbutheoi  and  Ambrister.  So 
resolved  was  Oeneral  Wasbiagton  that  a  seven 
example  should  be  made,  that  be  would  i)ot  evea 
listen  10  proposali  of  peace  until  it  bed  been  done. 
Id  the  pteiieot  case,  also,  the  pDnishment  waa  ia- 
fiicled  for  example ;  to  preserve  the  peaea  of  tha 
frontier ;  to  preserve  from  the  baichetaud  scalp- 
Ing-kaife  womea  and  children.  Many  wiU  be 
saved  by  the  example;  but,  should  only  oae  be 
aaved^  Arbothnot  and  Ambrisiet  have  not  died 
in  TUL 

Beiajiation  may  be  exercised  even  on  theianor 


eeat,  where  the  caemy  have  been  gpiliy  of  a 
violuion  of  the  UMsea  of  war-f  A  prisoner  of 
war  may  aomelimea  be  put  to  «atb  to  punish  a 
naUunbathaa  violated  tbclawa  of  war  I  WhenT 
ever  the  enemy  seta  us  the  example  of  departing 
from  ibe  lawa  of  war  we  are  at  liberty  to  follow 
il.f  Oeneral  Washington,  in  devaslaiiog  the  In> 
dian  coanlry,  and  in  the  caae  of  Sir  Chailea  As- 
gill,  who  was  marked  for  death  by  lot,  as  a  r»- 
taliaiion  for  a  crime  commiiied  by  ao  Boglis^ 
oapiaic,  acknowledged  the  force  and  expedieocy 
of  the  law  of  retaliation.  The  Gougreae  of  tb* 
Beyoloiion.ll  the  Conjeresa  during  the  adminJa- 
tration  of  Mr.  Adams,f  and  the  Cougresa  dtuiog 
the  admiaistraiionof  Mr.  Madison^**  all  aoknowl; 
edged  the  expedieocy  of  retaliating,  even  on  the 
iaaooeni,  the  outrages  and  lU-nsage  ooBuniUed 
on  prisoners  by  (he  enemy. 

It  ia  denied  that  the  right  to  retaliate  is  vested 
IntheGommandingGeaeral)  aad  tbe  acts  of  Con- 
gress antborizlnff  retaliation  b^  tbe  President,  are 
cited  lo  prove  that  the  right  is  not  in  the  Oene- 
ral. But  it  is  the  commanding  Qeneral  that  ia 
declared  by  tbe  law  of  nations  to  poasets  ibis 
righi  attend  the  proceedioga  of  Gaaeral  Wash- 

•  ManhaU'a  HiMoiy,  100. 
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Imton  with  respect  lo  Sir  Chirlet  AfgtII,  ptOTe 
ibit  he  coDsidfred  bimielf  is  pomesaed  of  ihe 
light.  Id  Buch  a  ease  at  that,  the  writerg  on  the 
lam  of  nations  recommend  clemencjr.*  Sach 
clcmencr  did  nwt  Sir  Charles  Aigill.  Qeoeral 
Jackaon  had  do  occasion  for  its  exercise.  He 
ncTer  marked  the  innoceat  for  retaliatioD.  He 
made  examples  oolf  of  the  guilty. 

The  acts  of  Congrets  passed  doriDs  oar  two 
last  Tars  were  expedient  lo  remore  alfdoubta  of 
the  right  of  the  President  to  retaliate  on  French 
and  British  prisoners  ;  anil  it  was  necesstr?  that 
the  retaliation  io  those  cases  should  be  Dy'bis 
order,  ss  there  was  no  commander  who  could 
claim  the  authority  in  those  cases.  And  io  both 
those  eases  the  cruelties  intended  to  be  retaliated 
were  pe'rpeirated  by  Ihe  authoiiiy  of  the  foreign 
Qorernments.  But,  usually,  this  ri^ht  lo  retali- 
ate should  be  left  lo  the  commandins  Oeoeral ; 
for  it  is  inexpedient  to  introduce  into  the  Cabinet, 
which  ihonld  be  composed  of  men  of  pence,  Ihe 
work  of  blood. 

The  committee  come  to  the  coaclnsioa  that 
General  Jackson  acted  unlawfully  by  supposing 
that  the  special  court  or  board  of  officers  appoint- 
ed to  inTesiJeate  the  fact  in  the  cases  of  Arbntb- 
aoc  and  Ambrisier  were  a  general  court  martial. 

S pointed  to  try  and  determine  offences  nnder 
e  articles  of  war.  If  that  were  so,  the  second 
•enteace  of  the  court  in  Ambrislei's  case,  that  be 
should  receive  fifty  stripes,  and  be  coofioed  with 
a  ball  and  chain  to  hard  labor  for  twelve  calendar 
months,  is  coplrary  to  law,  and,  therefore,  void; 
for,  an  act  of  Congress  has  repealed  so  much  of 
the  articles  of  war  as  authorizes  the  inflietion  of 
corporeal  punishment  by  striprs.t  But  the  court 
was  not  appointed  under  the  articles  of  war.  It 
was  neither  a  general  nor  a  regimental  court  mar- 
tial. Its  authority  was  derired  from  the  order  of 
the  commanding  Qeoeral,  and  was  to  ioTesligale 
ebargas,  and  record  their  opinion  as  to  the  guilt  of 
ianoceneeof  the  prisoners,  and  what  pnaisDment, 
if  any,  slioutd  be  inflicted.  The  law  under  which 
Ambrisier  was  ponished  was  Ihe  laws  of  war. 
Those  laws  do  not  authorize  infliction  of  torture. 
Therefore,  the  second  seuieoee,  to  iofltet  stripes 
and  labOT  at  a  ball  and  chain,  is  illegal  and  roid. 
Whatever  law  the  court  was  appointed  and  aeted 
tinder,  the  second  aenienee  is  unlawful  and  Toid  ; 
conseouently,  the  first  sentence,  tbai  Ambrisier 
shoold  snfl'er  death  by  being  shot,  was  the  only 
legal  senleoee,  and  properly  carried  into  execu- 
tion. 

But  shoald  you  allow  to  the  second  sentence 
the  efiftct  of  selling  aside  the  flrsi,  ihen  ihe  facts 
will  have  been  found,  and  there  will  be  no  sen- 
tence; and  the  order  of  the  Qeneral  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Ambrisier  will  rest  on,  and  stand  justi* 
fled  by,  the  laws  and  usages  of  war.^ 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  resemblance  be- 


brister.  General  WashiDgton,  in  his  order  lo  (he 
court,  says  lo  them,  "After  a  earefiit  examination, 
'  you  will  be  pleased,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to 
'  report  a  preciee  stale  of  his  ease,  together  with 
'yonr  opinion  on  the  light  in  which  be  onght  lo 
'  be  considered,  and  the  nunishment  that  oaght  to 
'  be  inflicted."  General  Jackson  appointed  the 
special  court  "  for  the  purpose  of  investigatiDg  the 
cnarges"  against  ihe  prisoners,  directing  them  "  to 
'  record  iheir  opinion  as  lo  ihe  gnilt  or  innoceooe 
'  of  Ihe  prisoners,  and  what  punishment,  if  any, 
'  shoald  be  inflicted."  The  substantial  agree- 
ment is  very  remarkable;  nor  is  it  easy  to  distin-  • 
guish  between  the  cases  so  as  to  censure  the  one 
of  these  Generals  without  eensarln^  the  other. 
One  of  the  criminals  was  a  spy.  and  in -manners, 
a  polished  gentleman;  the  other  was  a  brigand, 
carrying  on  hostilities  at  ibe  head  of  Indians  and 
negroes.  They  were  equally  ofieoders  against 
the  usages  of  war,  and  with  equal  justice  saf- 
fered  death. 

Andre  died  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  coia- 
manding  General,  according  to  the  usages  of  wmr. 
No  eourt  martial  hsd  authority  lo  try  him,  as  np< 
pears  from  ihe  order  which  was  given,  not  to  try 
and  deiermine,  but  to  report  a  state  of  his  case 
and  an  opinion.  Now,  indeed,  the  trial  of  spies 
by  a  court  martial  is  expressly  authorized  by  an 
act  of  Congresr. 

Am  brister  died  by  the  sole  authority  of  Geneial 
Jackson.  No  court  martial  bad  power  to  try 
him  by  any  law  of  the  United  Slates.  But  the 
committee  say,  that,  "  wherever  severity  is  not 
absolutely  necessary,  mercy  becomes  a  daty." 
A  simitar  expression  has  been  used  by  the  writers 
on  the  laws  of  nations  in  regard  lo  retaliating  on 
the  innocent  for  Ibe  guilt  of  others;  but  that  is 
not  this  case.  What  mean  the  committea  by 
"absointe  necessity?"  The  nation  indeed  was 
not  in  danger:  nor  was  it  in  danger  when  Aodre 
died;  and  aceordingto  the  reasoning  of  the  com- 
mittee, General  Waahiogton  should  bare  pardon- 
ed Andre  ;  but  Andre  suffered,  because  ine  cue 
required  that  Ihe  example  should  have  its  fhll 
e^et ;  and  so  it  was  required  in  the  case  of  Am- 
brisler.  Where  pardon  will  have  a  pernicious 
efieel  on  the  interests  of  society,  mercy  becomes 
weakness  and  follv. 

As  General  Jackson  is  censured  for  the  execn- 
tion  of  Ambrisier  by  some,  so  there  were  some 
who  censured  Qeneral  Washington  for  the  exe- 
cntion  of  Andre.  Let  us  bear  the  British  his- 
torians monrn  over  the  fate  of  their  favorite. 
"Andre,  flnding  his  doom  unavoidable,  wrote  a 
'  most  pathetic  letter,  praying  that  he  might  not 
'  die  the  death  of  a  common  malefactor,  but  by  a 
'  mode  more  befitting  a  soldier.  Even  ibis  small 
'  boon  was  refused  to  a  generous  enemy,  by  the 
'  inexorable  rigor  of  stern  republicanism.  On  the 
'  sad  of  October  the  ill-fated  hero  met  his  death, 
'  with  a  composure,  serenity,  and  fortitude,  worthy 
'  of  conscious  innocence,  suffering  uAmerited 
'  panisbment."*  Who  eonld  suppose  on  reading 
this  that  Andre  was  carrying  on  a  most  inftmons 
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in  hit  boot?  And  wbo  ibai  iboald  bear  the 
regret  axpreMed  for  tbe  fate  of  ATbuibaot  eould 
BOppOM  ibat  be  wu  the  antbor  and  prime  mover 
of  tne  SemiDole  war,  id  wfaieb  loine  hundred*  of 
oar  men,  women,  and  ebildreo,  hare  beea 
aacied  in  the  moat  crael  manner  7 

It  it  alleged  that  ibese  iocidents,  the  ezeei 
of  Arbulbnot  and  Ambriiter,  are  at  variaDce  with 
tbe  priDai|)les  of  oar  ConitilutioQ  and  law*.  Our 
ConailtDtion  and  lawi  were  formed  for  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  The;  have  do  force  in 
Florida.  Ambrister  and  Hiltiahajo  never  eame 
under  the  ihade  of  the  umbrella  of  the  Coaalitn- 
tion>  "They  iboald,"  Mjra  the  honorable  Speaker, 
(Mr.  Clat,)  "  hare  been  turned  over  to  the  civil 
matboritjr.  So  aoon  aa  the  stranger  treads  (he 
American  soil,  he  is  encircled  by  the  laws."  I 
answer,  there  WB*  no  civil  anthoriiy  having  ja- 
riadietion  of  their  caies,  to  which  they  could  have 
been  turned  over.  They  never  did  tread  on  that 
portion  of  American  groaud  where  they  could 
claim  the  benefit  <ft  our  lavra.  Nor  do  those 
laws  protect  enemies  in  lime  of  war.  They  did 
not  protect  Sir  Charlea  Aagitl ;  they  did  not  pro- 
tect Andre,  or  the  emiasnties  who  sonsht  to  cor- 
rupt the  soldiers  of  the  Pennaylvania  Tine. 

Our  Conatitution  and  laws  have  not  changed 
the  laws  of  war.  Let  me  advise  yon  to  make  no 
attempts  to  chaage  those  laws.  A  single  nation, 
however  great,  cannot  change  the  law  of  naiiona. 
Yon  may  trnmmel  yoar  defenderaj  and  prevent 
them  from  using  their  rigbtsfor  your  protection, 
according  to  the  nsagesof  war;  but  vou  will  at 
tbe  same  time  leave  the  enemy  at  full  liberty  to 
exerciae  iheit  acknowledged  rights.  Yod  cannot 
increase  your  rights  nader  the  law  of  naiiona; 
you  can  only  diminish  your  rights  b^  legislating 
lespecting  tfaem  ;  and  that  would  be  improvident. 
If  any  change  ia  to  be  made  in  the  laws  of  nations, 
let  it  be  done  by  treaty. 

Sir,  you  moat  allow  ^onr  army  to  act  against 
the  enemy  ta  other  armies  act,  when  engaged  in 
war.  You  pat  the  same  arms  in  their  bandsf 
they  must  be  allowed  to  ase  them  in  the  same 
manner.  Nor  do  tbe  principles  of  our  laws  re- 
quire that  the  worst  of  eiiminals,  tbe  insligtlor* 
of  a  thouiand  incendiariesj  robbers,  and  assassins, 
thonld  go  unpunished,  merely  because,  ai  ' 
lenient  committee  say,  there  is  no  ■'  absoiuti 
cessity"  that  the  offenders  should  die.  We  might 
pardon  all  the  marderera  whom  we  bang,  and 
the  thieves  whom  we  eonfiae;  yet  the  nation 
would  exisL  There  is  no  abaolnie  necessity  for 
punishing  them.  But  tbe  nrineiptei  of  our  laws 
require,  that,  for  tbe  good  of  society,  and  [he 
safety  of  tbe  people,  no  crime  shall  go  nn punished: 
that  pauishment  shall  certainly  follow  crime. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  instance  to  be 
fonod  in  oar  history,  prerions  to  the  Seminole 
war,  of  retaliation  upon  Indians.  The  assertion 
is  not  correct  In  point  of  facL  I  have  lately  seen 
published  an  mccount  of  the  hanging,  in  one  of 
onr  Northern  Statea,  many  years  tgo,  of  aome 
Indiana.    The  people  bare  often  diacovered  a  dia- 


poeition  to  retaliate  on  (he  Indiana ;  and  some 
examples  of  that  kind  have'  been  set,  nnwortby 
of  imitation ;  as  the  massacre  of  the  Indians  at 
Lancaater  by  a  body  of  men  called  the  Pexlon 
boys.*  Let  me  here  H^aio  remark,  that  the  white 
men  and  Indians  punished  by  General  Jackion, 
were  pnnished  for  their  own  crimes.  So,  in  (he 
war  o[  the  Revolution,  Walter  Bailer,  a  leader  of 
Indians,  was  denied  quarter,  and  put  to  death.t 
At  King's  Mountain,  ten  of  the  toriea  taken  in 
that  battle,  who  had  violated  the  usages  of  war, 
weteimmediatelyhansed  for  their  crimes.  There 
are  other  instances  of  very  prompt  puniahment 
having  followed  violations  of  the  usages  of  war; 
as  the  immediate  punishment  of  the  emiesaries 
sent  by  Sir  Henry  Clinlontocorrapt  thesoldieia 
of  the  Penasylvinia  line,  and  of  the  ringleaders 
of  the  mutiny  of  the  Jersey  troops,  who  were,  by 
order  of  Oeneral  Washington,  shot  wiibcnt  tbe 
formality  of  a  iriaL} 

I  will  now,  sir,  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
some  of  the  observations  of  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me  on  ibe  opposite  side  of  the  question. 

My  honorable  colleague,  who  made  Ibe  report, 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Nblboh,}  protests  agaiost  the  power 


eral;  and  the  honorable  Speaker  (Mr. 
aays  the  power  of  retaliation  is  in  those  who  n 
■rmiesr  and  make  rules  for  their  Government. 
Congress  has  repeatedly  acknowledged  the  usages 
of  war  i^  and  the  mages  of  war  expressly  vest  the 
power  in  tbe  commanding  Qeneral.||  The  Con- 
gress of  the  Revolution  declared  the  power  to  be 
in  tbe  commanding  Oenetxi.  The  nature  of  the 
power,  which  is  not  to  make  a  rulfc  but  to  apply 
It,  requires  that  it  should  be  vested  in  the  com- 
manding General,  or  in  the  President,  ns  Com- 
mander in-Chief.  What  is  to  be  done  7  It  is  td 
be  determined  that  retaliation  is  necessary ;  the 
object  for  retaliation  is  to  be  designated,  and  ex- 
ecuted. This  requires  no  legislative  power;  for 
the  rule  exiits  by  the  laws  of  war.  It  reqoirea  no 
judicial  power;  for  the  reialiation  we  now  speak 
of.  is  supposed  not  to  fall  on  partioular  guilt. 
Tne  whole  is  properly  an  exercise  of  Bzeontire 
power,  eepecially  belonging  to  the  General,  for 
tbe  safety  of  whose  army  it  is  executed ;  and 
who  has  the  best  means  of  knowing  its  necessity. 
Thae  is  no  fonndatton  for  the  claim  which  the 
honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Ci.at)  makes  on  the  part 

•  The  masMcre  of  the  Shawanee  Chie^  Cornstalk, 
on  the  Ohio  i  of  the  Cherokee  Chief  HanginfiBaw,  ea 
the  TennesMCi  and  of  Locen'erdationB,  on  the  Ohio. 

tJndga  HeniwJl,  in  hU  biitoiT  aaye,  "Hia  en- 
tre&tiea  for  qnartei  wsie  dlenfaided,  and  he  AD  k 
victim  to  tbst  venfeance  hia  own  aavage  temper  had 
dbected  againat  bimaelt"    4lh  voL  Appendix,  18. 

X  Tim,  en  fcr  ee  relate*  to  the  amjasirlee,  Isperhape 
incorrect  Judge  Harahall  says  they  were  tiid,  cod- 
demned,  and  immedislelr  # lecnled  as  i^**^  GoimibI 
WuUogton  ordered  Ganeial  Howe,  a*  soon  as  tbe 
Jersey  mntineer*  should  aurrendar,  to  asisa  a  few  of 
the  most  active  leaders,  and  to  execnte  them  on  the 
spot.  These  oidera  ware  promptly  and  unpUdtly 
<^ad.    ith  Mushall,  SOa 

f  4th  voL  law^  6M,  I  Vatlel,  9S1. 
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of  CoQgreis  to  iba  powei  of  retaliation.  It  is  truf, 
CoDgreu  can  make  laws  for  tlis  Gor«ranient  of 
the  army  in  alt  place* ;  bai  ihe  laws  ihu  made 
will  be  proipectirtj ;  anil  ihould  CoDgrau  make 
a  rule  on  tbe  subject  of  reialiatioo,  the  applicaiion 
of  ihat  rule(inwbich  coniisU  tbe  powerof  reial- 
iatioo} most  still  be  left  lo  others.  But  Coogress 
bare  not  legislated  on  the  subject  in  ibe  present 
ease ;  the  laws  of  war  furnisb  the  rule,  and  leave 
its  application  to  ibe  commaading  aeneral. 

It  is  urged  by  the  Speaker,  tbat  it  ba*  been  ibe 
uniform  usage  of  the  counitjr  not  to  retaliate  oa 
iDdiao).  I  answer,  that  if  tbis  were  so,  as  it  is 
not,  and  the  GoverameDt  or  tbepeople^  from  beu' 
eficeace,  hare  refrained  from  retaliation  on  tba 
sarages,  desiring  to  gain  tbem  by  kiudness,  and 
that  is  now  found  impracticable  ;  it  is  the  more 
aecessarr.  as  well  as  justifiable,  now  to  use  the 
means  tJlowed  bj  the  law  of  natioos.  It  is  for 
the  punishment  otan  inhuman  people,  such  as  the 
Seminoles,  that  this  hw  is  provided.  The  wri- 
ters say,  "As  tbe  prince  or  general  has  a  right  of 
'  sacrificing  the  life  of  bis  enemies  to  bis  ssfeljr, 
'  and  that  of  his  men  ;  if  he  is  engaged  with  an 
'  iDbuman  enemf,  who  freqoenily  commit  such 
'  eoormities,he  appears  lo  have  a  right  of  refusing 
'  life  ID  some  of  the  prisooers  he  mav  take, and  of 
'  treating  them  as  his  were  treated."*  This  taw 
is  obviously  intended  for  tbe  punishment  of  sav- 
ages ;  and  the  more  incorrigible  the  Indians  are 
•ad  like  greater  the  forbearance  of  the  United 
Stales,  tbe  more  neoesMry  now  is  tlic  ezeroise  of 
tbepower  in  question. 

We  ought  not  lo  confoaiid  the  right  of  retalia- 
tion wiib  the  right  of  punishing  an  enemy  who 
has,  in  bis  own  person,  committed  crimes  against 
the  law  of  nations,  and  tbe  usages  of  war :  ud 
whosepuoishmenl  is,  therefore, siricilrjusi.  AH 
tbe  persons  poDished  by  tbe  order  of  Jackson,  de- 
served to  die  for  their  own  proper  crimes,  and 
werenolput  to  death  by  way  of  retaliation,  metely 
for  the  crimes  of  others. 

Lei  meagsio  call  the  attention  of  tbe  Commitr 
tee  lo  the  order  given  on  the  16tb  of  January, 
uoder  which  Qeneial  Jackson  acted  "  Tbe  honor 
'  of  the  United  Slates  rcquiie*  that  the  war  with 
'  Ibe  Seminoles  should  be  terminated  speedily, 
'  and  wiib  exemplary  punisbmeat  for  bostilitie* 
'so  unprovoked."     Wa  hare  seen  that  Qe^eial 
Jackson,  when  actiog  at  his  own  disoretion,  h 
spared  the  vanquished  savages ;  even  tbosa.  cc 
enned  in  the  atrooioits.masaacie  at  port  HioiDi 
Bu  his  ofdem  now  dinaled  fain  to  ioAiot  "  e 
•nplsTTi  pniusbnam."    H*  eoald  dm  nisondc 
slwd  tiNin.    WodU  you  ba*«  the  Secveuif  y  of 
War  la  b«  more  NtpUeit  ?    Would  you  bavehim 
to  use  tbe  language  of  Galieoas,  or  to  wiite  ' 
orders  wiih  blood? 
^^^is  said  thai  tbe  Indiea  cbiefi  who  were 
baaged  were  not  taken  in  battle,  hui  by  strata- 
gem.   The  gentlemau  (Mr.  Ci.4t)  who  urges 
this  circumstsace  against  ibe  propriety  of  their 
exeeuiloD,  would  doubtless,  wiib   Dure  reftson, 
have  urged  the  imgnptifif  of  executing  an  ene- 
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my,  who  had  laid  down  bis  anas,  wb*ii  nn* 
uished  ia  fair  combat,  bad  that  been  tbe  omm. 
Tas  Aadre  taken  in  battle,  or  was  he  not  taken 
by  stratagem?  Wtre  the  emissaries  of  Clinton 
to  the  mutineers  of  tbe  PeDnsylaoia  line  takes  ia 
battle,  or  were  ihey  not  delivered  op  by  tbose  U> 
whom  Ihey  camel  Will  tbe  ^ntleoian  apply 
to  Washington  tbe  epithet  which  ha  insianaUa 
is  due  to  Geoeral  Jneksoa  1  Does  it  make  any 
diflierence  in  what  raanoar  villaia*  ar*  taken, 
wbo  are  proper  eulyeeta  for  panisbmBni?  1 
think  not. 

One  of  my  kononble  ooUcagne*  (Mr,  Jom* 
■ox)  ha*  introduced  the  coirespondenee  between 
Ocneral  Jackson  and  Governor  Rabno.  On  thai 
correspondence  I  did  not  ezpecl  to  say  anything 
in  this  debate,  as  it  is  befora  the  Ccmmiitea ;  bu 
lam  desirous  of  removing  every  prejudice  against 
the  Qeoeral,  and  will  btiedy  notice  it. 

Tbe  ConatiiulioD  provides  -  that  the  PreMdmit 
shall  be  Ihe  Co mmandu-in- Chief  of  tbe  Army 
and  of  the  militia  when  cnlled  into  tbe  setviae  of 
the  United  Stales;  that  do  Stale  shall  engage  ia 
war  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  sucb  iHiaii> 
Dent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay.  Btt» 
pose  a  Stale  to  be  innded,  in  wbieb  caw  ut 
Slate  has  a  right  t«  make  war,  and  that  tbe  Preai- 
dent  and  Ooveroor  both  take  ihe  field — will  tbty 
be  regarded  as  allies,  or  will  the  United  StaUa 
ba  redded  as  iha  principal,  and  tbe  Stale  ns  nn 
auxiliary?  Alliesactincommon— ^ooouria  Um 
appoialmeat  of  a  oonuauidef^iD-eliiel',  and  di- 
vide the  eonquMts.  The  auxiliary  baa  no  sbni* 
in  the  conqtueta^  and  Um  mioeipu  baa  Ilia  nola 
tight  to  mako  poaoc*  I  iniok  ute  Sum  wouU 
clearly  be  regarded  as  an  Bvzitiary  ODly.  Tbaa 
tiu  President  bdngiolhe  fieldby  DiiLieatennai^ 
to  whom  is  oommitlsd  power  to  commaDd  in  the 
Sooibern  divlsioD  of  the  United  States,  will  Dot 
allei  tbe  right  of  ilie  priocipal  and  tbe  auxilinxr. 
Pcibape  Oeoaral  Jackson  was  ocrrect  io  his  vieir 
of  the  RUtbority  of  the  Qovernor.  Tbis  is  a  qiM». 
tioD  of  a  delicate  nature  impoiiaDt,  and  not  btt 
from  diSoulty.  I  oannot  say  tbai  I  have  mndn 
up  my  mind  conclusively  upon  it,  and  desire  to 
be  considered  as  not  oomniued.  A  divided  conk- 
maud  must  prove  most  pernicious  to  the  paWie 
inierasls. 

A  olaim  of  (i^t  Goulitntea  do  ground  of  ok- 
jeotioD  to  an  officer.  It  is  &  military  priBcifje 
that  no  officer  cap  waive  the  rigbu  of  his  raak 
and  command.  The  chief  ohkcllon  to  tbe  co^- 
respondeoce-  belween  Qeoeral  Jackson  and  Qor- 
ernor  Rabun  arises  from  its  temper,  wfaioh  doea 
not  exactly  comport  with  ihe  high  slttodiag  of 
Ihe  parlies.  Ao  apology  for  the  manner  in  which 
Qeuernt  Jackson  wrote,  will  be  found  in  the  feel- 
logs  excited  by  hearing  liiat,  in  coosequeacn  of 
(althougb  not  obedieace  (o)  an  order,  perhaps 
illegal,  giveo  by  Ooveruot  Rabun,  the  wives, 
fatliers,  and  moibers,  of  the  faithful  warriors  who 
were  figbliDg  by  Qeneral  Jackson's  side,,bad  bean 
massacred. 

Uy  colleague  (Mr.  Joaiwui)  seemed  diaaatio- 
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ted  with  the  SecreUrj  of  State,  and  aikj  if  the 
Secretary  of  Sute  ha«  a  right  to  threaten  to  lake 
poMt.  I  reptf,  that  th«  Secretary  ha«  not  done 
ao.  He  hai  only  wid,  that,  if  ibe  Deoessities  of 
aelf-defcDce  ahonld  agaio  compel  the  United 
Stalei  10  lake  pOHenion  of  the  Spanisb  forts,  ao 
iiDCODdilioaal  iratoralion  of  them  will  not  be 
nade.  The  Secretary  of  Stale  has  a  right  to 
Degotiate.  It  is  ibrongh  him  that  ibis  nation 
heldi  cODVeTMiioo  with  other  oatioDt.  He  may 
point  out  the  probable  faivre  conteqnences  of 
ecrtaia  proeeedings.  Thoa,  at  OhenL  our  Com- 
niMloDen  pointed  ont  lo  those  of  England  ibe 
fatnre  consequencea  of  concluding  a  treaty  thai 
■bonid  impoBe  on  the  United  Stales  injurious  and 
dcgradinff  condiliona.  ''It  is  impoaiible,"  say 
they,  "  that  America  should  not,  at  the  first  fa- 
Torable  opporiunily,  recur  to  arms  for  the  recov- 
err  of  her  terrilory,  of  her  rights  of  her  bonor." 
The  eondiKt  of  Qeneral  Jackson  at  New  Ot- 
I»at,  doriog  Ibe  ioTation,  when  he  declared  mar- 
tial law  in  force,  bat  bMQ  mentioned  as  indicating 
an  iiiolinatioo  to  exert  UDoecesearily  arbitrary 
power.  An  excuse  for  the  OcDeral  will  be  fouod 
In  the  immineot  danger  of  the  loss  of  the  coun- 
try, whose  inhabitaDia  hid  not  then  given  any 
decisire  evidence  of  attachment  to  the  United 
Siatee,  and  which  was  ioTided  by  a  powerful 
army.    If  martial  law  may  be  declared  in  force 


on  any  occaaioo,  a  more 


seldom 


Some  youth  who  baa  been  writiug  for  the  pub- 
lic prints  has  said,  that  narlial  law  Defer  was 
declared  io  force  in  this  country  in  the  war  of 
the  Rerolatlon.  The  senior  members  of  this 
House  know  that,  in  some  of  the  States,  the 
cowts  of  justice  were  shot ;  that  everywhere  the 
Tories  were  whipped  and  haused  by  martial  law ; 
that  is,  by  the  law  of  force:  and  even  in  the  neigh- 
berbood  of  Philadelphia,  under  the  observation 
of  the  Commandei^in-cbiefj  Qeaeral  Potter,  as 
the  historian  lella  d*,*  was  lo  the  habit  of  whip- 

B'og  severely  those  citizens  who  supplied   the 
riiisb  with  provisions.    When  the  nition  it  m 

yiel. 

■ileDL" 

The  honaiable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  bas  caused 
lo  be  read  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson— a  ireaiy, 
which,  he  san  baa  imposed  haid  conditions  on 
the  Creek  Indians;  aitd  to  this  he  attributes  the 
Seminole  war.  The  war  lermiaated  by  the  Treaty 
of  Port  Jackson  was  one  of  the  most  ungtaiefnl, 
anprovoked,  treachetons,  and  cruel  wars  ibat 
ever  was  waged  by  barbarians  against  ibeirbeDe- 
bctOTS,  who  were  gtaily  leading  them,  by  the 
band  of  friendship,  to  civiliulion  and  happiness. 
Are  we  atone  denied  an  indemnity  for  Ibe  ex- 
pcDies  of  onproroked  wan  T  Are  we  alone,  of 
all  the  nations  of  the  world,  forbidden  lo  deprive 
a  etnel  and  perfidious  enemy  of  the  means  of  in- 
jnring  us  ia  fninret  Tbagenlleman  would  have 
BO  aequisiitoD  made  from  the  Indians  except  by, 
purchase.    I  wonid  ask  the  gcntlemui  in  what 
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maoDer  was  that  beautiful  country  acquired  of 
wbicb  he  is  one  of  the  Repress ntativei?  Look 
lo  the  Slate  of  Ohio — see  there  a  couairy  equal 
in  extern  and  fertility  with  ihai  acquired  by  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  coaquered  from  ihe  In- 
dians by  Qeneral  Wayne,  in  a  victory  in  wbieh 
be  killed  twenty  men.  But  the  gentleman  asks, 
what  would  be  said  to  onr  unreasonable  demands 
were  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  to  be  seen  by 
the  Powers  of  Europel    And,  1  ask,  who  would 

gesnmc  to  find  fault  with  ihemi  Would  it  be 
ranee,  who  has  so  lately  demanded  Spain, Pof 
togal,  Italy,  Holland,  and  Germany  'i  Would  it 
be  Russia,  who  so  lately  demanded  Poland  and 
Finland,  and,  wilbin  a  century  past,  has  de- 
manded forty  provinces  1  Or  would  it  be  Great 
Briuio,  who  so  lately  demanded  Trinidad  and 
Ceylon,  and  is  now  demanding  ihe  residue  of  the 
Bast  Indies?  No,  sir,  those  Powers  are  other- 
iriae  engaged  than  lo  notice  oar  demanda  of  a 

J'jst  indemnity,  by  which  we  shall  change  a  wil- 
emess,  Ibrougn  which  barbariaut  roamed,  to  a 
culiivaied  and  populous  region,  the  abode  of  oiv- 
ilizatioQ  and  happiness. 

But  Ibe  gentleman  exclaims,  spare  them  their 
prophets  1  spare  them  their  religion  t  I  hope  tha 
gentleman  does  not  mean  lo  bring  relision  into 
disgrace  by  prosttiuting  her  sacred  anJbouorad 
name  in  conferring  it  on  the  practices  of  those 
vile  deceivers  who  have  brooght  their  tribe  to 
rain  by  instigating  their  warriors  to  massaota 
□ur  Women  and  children — those  wretches  whose 
frauds  and  falsehood  had  been  sufficiently  proved 
by  the  failure  of  ibeir  pretended  prophecies. 

Another  objection  to  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jack- 
aon  ia,  that  ii  was  signed  by  friendly  chiefs,  and 
only  by  a  few  of  those  who  were  hostile.  I  an- 
swer, that  Ihe  power  of  ibe  hostile  chiefs  was 
broken;  they  were  killed  or  dispersed.  A  treaty 
with  any  nation  or  tribe  must  be  entered  into 
with  the  aeiual  chiefs;  and  it  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  a  Ireaiy  of  peace  that  ibose  who  signed  it 
are  friendlv.  I  presume  the  treaty  between 
France  and  the  combined  Powers  is  valid,  al- 
though entered  into  with  the  reigning  mooaicb, 
whose  throne  those  Powers  re-established. 

I  will  now  offer  some  objections  lo  the  resola- 
lions  proposed,  as  being  in  spirit  contrary  to  tha 
principles  of  ine  ConstitutioiL  One  of  ibe  most 
important  safeguards  of  liberty  to  be  found  in  our 
CoDsiitutioo  consists  Id  the  separation  of  power*. 
Nor  will  any  measure  have  a  greater  tendeocy  to 
endanger  the  rigbts  of  the  people  than  nnitiiig 
the  diSerent  powers  in  one  of  the  hranches  of 
Government.  You  are  called  upon  to  pas*  some- 
ibiog  io  the  naiure  of  an  ex  pott  facto  law,  or  bill 
of  atiainder — measures  abhorred  and  prohibited 
by  the  Constitution.  You  interfere  with  the 
CoDsiitntional  power  of  ihe  President  lo  select 
hie  officers,  retain  those  with  whonl  he  is  satis- 
fied, and  dismiss  those  with  whom  he  Is  dissatis- 
Aed.*    Yon  ihns  ube  atray  hie  raipMHibillty. 

*  TUi'ls'a  vMt  te^eims  «ts^  M  trenslbr  Ihe 
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Yoa  (ske  apon  ron  to  >ci  ks  miliury  jadges :  to 
eaosure,  abd  coosequcnily  lo  panisb  an  omaer 
who  bas  bad  neither  hearing  or  irial.  Yon  vio- 
late  ibe  priociplea  of  magna  charte^^pnneiples 
deemed  sacred  wherever  rational  liberlv  exista — 
and  candemo  a  citizen  wilbout  the  judgment  of 
his  peers  or  tbe  law  of  the  land,  i  on  ma;  ap- 
plaud without  >  (rial;  for  there  is  no  rule  that 
require*  tbai  trial  Bhall  precede  appiauK;  and  in 
applanding  yon  do  but  swell  the  voice  of  fame. 
Bul^  if  yoQ  censure  without  a  trial,  as  censnre  is 
a  miKtarjr  punishment,  you  violate  that  most  im- 
portant and  well  establiibed  rule  of  jastice,  which 
requires  that  none  shall  be  coodemned  unheard. 
The  law  providei  a  mode  in  which  officers  majr 
be  censored  and  removed  from  office ;  but  it  I* 
proposed  to  jou  to  do,  not  what  belongs  to  tbe 
power  of  Ic^slatioD,  but  what  belongs  to  the  ad- 
min in  rati  on  of  the  law*. 

Will  yon,  in  the  coniroveny  between  tbe  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  Spaio,  throw  yonr  whole  weight 
into  ibe  scale  of  Spain,  and  make  that  of  yonr 
own  country  kick  the  beam  1  It  is  my  choice  to 
take  the  side  of  this  nation,  to  support  her  rights, 
and  the  acts  of  her  officers ;  and  1  find  it  equally 
as  agreeable  to  my  conscience  as  my  inclination 
to  do  10  on  this  occasion.  It  ii  the  union  of  the 
variens  parts  of  the  Government  that  constitutes 
its  strength.  Let  ns  leave  the  Executive  to  act 
with  all  Its  energy  against  foreign  Powers,  while 
we  airoogly  restrain  that  branch  from  acting 
against  the  people.  Bhall  we,  at  the  very,  mo- 
ment when  a  neeoliation  is  depending  with  a 
foreign  Power,  take  the  part  of  that  foreign  Pow- 
er?   Be  such  conduct  far  from  us  1* 

But  what  hare  been  the  motives  of  Qeoeral 
Jackson T  Have  ibey  been  laudable?  Has  he 
been  actuated  by  a  desire  to  serve  bis  country,  to 
defend  her  honor^  to  extend  her  glory,  to  preserve 
her  peace,  happiness,  and  safety  1  Yes;  even 
the  Speaker  admits  that  be  intended  to  subserve 
the  best  interests  of  his  country.  I  am  deeply 
impressed  with  the  justice  of  the  rule,  that  "the 
act  maketh  not  a  man  guilty  unless  his  mind  is 
also  guilty,"  and  1  will  not  condemn  him.  He 
deserves  nell  of  bis  country. 

Sven  those  acts,  the  propriety  of  which  is 
doubted  by  some,  hare  been  and  will  be  most 
beneficial  to  our  country.  We  ahall  have  no 
more  Butlers,  or  Brandts,  or  Girties,  or  Ambris- 
ters,  to  itir  up  the  saraees  to  cruel  and  vengeful 
hotlilities  against  us.  The  decision  of  Jacxson 
has  put  an  end  to  auch  praelices  forever.  His 
name  will  eonlribuie  more  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country,  and  to  defend  it,  than  ten  thou- 
sand men. 

Let  me  now  ask,  may  not  a  man  even  commit 
some  errors  which  it  would  be  very  inexpedient 

*  Extras  from  the  tpteth  of  36-.  Clay  m  Iht  pceusn- 

tkn  qf  Wetl  Florida. 

"Allow  me,  sir,  lo  expTsn  my  ■dmiration  at  the 

mora  than  Atiatidean  justice  which,  in  a  qnestion  of 

territorial  titU  between  Ihs  United  States  and  a  fbr- 


for  those  for  whose  welfare  and  safety  he  acta  to 
censurel  This  course  of  censuring  officers,  by 
the  legislative  body,  is  rather  a  novel  proceeding. 
It  was  quite  otherwise  in  ancient  times.  Tbe 
Roman  General  who,  by  his  errors,  lost  tbe  bat- 
tle of  CannK,  and  brought  his  country  to  the  brink 
of  rain,  was  not  censured  by  the  Senate;  they 
knew'his  holy  zeal  for  the  interest  and  the  honor 
of  bis  country,  and  he  received  their  thanks. 

Let  OS  come  to  a  more  recent  case,  and  one 
more  nearly  in  point.  Was  Berkley  censured  for 
his  attack  on  ine  Chesapeake,  and  dishonoring 
the  American  flag?  No;  the  proud  Oorernment 
whom  be  served  never  censured  him,  aod  con- 
sidered it  an  insult  to  demand  that  be  should  be 
d  for  tbe 
id  that  was  his 
sure  protection. 

The  Speaker  referred,  by  way  of  precedent,  to 
the  case  of  the  hero  of  Lake  Brie,  wbiek  was  be- 
fore Ibe  House  at  tbe  last  session.  I  regard  ibe 
wreath  obtained  by  him  as  one  of  the  brighieat 
worn  by  any  of  our  commanders.  Tbe  victories 
obtained  on  the  ocean  acquired  renown  for  tba 
American  Navy  i  in  that  respect  on^y  were  they 
valuable.    In  defending  the  nation,  or  obtaming 

Eace,  they  were  without  effecL  The  victory  oT 
iiry  was  highly  useful;  -it  opened  to  onr  inva- 
lion  the  enemy's  country.  The  victory  of  Mc- 
Donough  was  much  more  so;  it  preserved  otit 
country  from  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.  I  re>  ' 
joice  that  tbe  heto  has.  in  a  manner  so  honorable 
to  himself,  removed  tne  stain  which  tyrannical 
conduct  towards  an  American  officer  and  citlzea 
had  impressed  on  bis  reputation.  Let  us  examine 
the  cited  precedent,  and  see  what  was  done  in  the 
case.  There  was  no  censure,  nor  was  there  any 
act  of  legislation,  as  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  (Mr. 
PLnABAitTB,)  well  know,  because  you  showed 
how  improper  legislating  in  the  case  would  be. 

A  nation  should  preserve  its  glory;  and, as  the 
glory  of  a  nation  is  composed  of  the  aggregate  of 
tbe  fame  of  individaali,  to  tarnish  the  character 
of  the  most  dislinguislied  hero  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  present  age,  is  lo  tarnish  the  glory 
of  the  nation. 

The  supporters  of  the  report  also  profess,  that 
to  preserve  the  glory  of  tbe  nation  is  with  tliem 
a  favorite  object.    Can  the  report  and  resolutions 

Eroposed  have  any  such  effect  1  It  might  as  well 
e  said,  that  tbe  enemy  who  burned  the  Presi- 
dent's house  embellished  this  city.  If  we  hare 
built  up  tbe  bouse  with  additional  ornaments,  tbe 
city  is,  indeed,  thereby  embellished.  Bo,  if  we 
shall  sustain  (jteneral  Jackson,  and  present  him 
to  the  world  in  a  brighter  light  than  he  has  here- 
tofore appeared,  we  shall  have  increased  oat 
country'!  glory. 

Are  you  ready  to  sacrifice  the  foremost,  far  tbe 
foremost  of  your  heroes,  to  propitiate  Spain  or 
Great  Britain?    Carthage,   conqoered  r-'   ■'■'- 


disposed  to  follow  that  example.  Should  we  do 
so,  our  conduct  will  resemble  that  of  the  sheep 
U  the  faUa,  who,  at  the  reqtust  of  the  g-*^    - 
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dor  of  iha  wolm,  gave  np  tbeir  dop.  O !  wbtt 
«D  ■ecepuble  thing  it  woold  be  to  England  to 
hui  ihtl  the  beroof  NewOrleaiit,ihecoiiqDeroT 
oT  PkkeDbam,  bad  been  Merifieed  if  the  jealouiy 
of  his  eountrf  I  - 

When  a  meanite  is  proposed,  ve  abould  care- 
full)'  look  to  the  coaieoDeDcn  of  ill  adoplion. 
Il  ia  tberefore  voitfay  of  particnUr  obserralioD, 
that  the  militia  are  the  cbief  defenee  of  thia 
DKtion,  Bad  that  the  iitilit]r  of  that  kind  of  troop*, 
in  a  great  meaaare,  depeodi  on  their  confidence 
in  their  commaader.  Thai  eoBfideoce  can  onlf 
be  oblained  b^  experience.  They  deaerted  in 
battalions  from  WABBmoToN  himtelf,  before  he 
bad  ettablisfaed  bii  great  character.  No  man 
ever  poaaened  the  eouidenee  of  the  militia  in  ao 
high  a  degree  a*  General  Jaekaon,  and  under  hia 
command  they  will  prore  iniincible. 

Let  me  now  any  a  word  of  Ibe  serricea  of  the 
man  whom  it  ia  propoaed  lo  diagtaee.  Thoae 
setricei  onght  to  be  lel  forth  in  a  alfle  to  wbieh 
I  hare  no  pretensiona.  Il  ia  not  for  me  to  ipeak, 
in  adequate  terms,  of  Che  fint  of  heroee— i>f  an 
officer  whose  achierementa  are  nnparalleted  in 
ancient  or  in  modem  times.  I  do  not  magnify 
hie  actions.  I  call  on  the  man  deep  read  in  hia- 
tory  to  abow  me  ibe  page  where  viciories  ancb 
a*  those  of  Jackaon  hare  been  recorded ;  I  speak 
of  hia  rieiory  oTer  the  Creeks,  and  hia  ristory  at 
New  Orleans. 

Let  ua  compare  hia  victory  over  the  Creeks 
with  other  victoriea  oblained  over  a  similar  ene- 
my, and  recorded  in  oar  history.  When  Sulli- 
van advanced  to  avenge  the  massacres  of  Wyo- 
ming, excited  bv  British  agenia,  and  perpelrated 
by  iDdiana  and  iraitors,  be  commanded  fire 
tnoDsand  men,  and  found  eight  hundred  Indinna 
polled  behind  a  breaatwork,  with  a  river  in  their 
rear.  A  baiile  enaoed.  The  Indiana  were  beat- 
en, and  left  eleven  of  their  warriora  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle.  Al  Point  Pleaaant,  where  ibe 
Indiana  were  defeated  in  1774,  wfaere  a  Lewis 
commanded,  and  a  Lewia  fell,  ihey  lefi  eighteen 
of  their  warriors  dead  on  tte  field  of  bacile. 
When  Wayne,  after  year*  of  preparation,  gained 
bis  victory  over  the  Indiana  of  the  Northwesi, 
they  left  iwentyof  Ihair  number  dead  on  (be  field 
of  battle.  At  Tippecanoe  the  Indians  were  de- 
feated, and  their  loaa  ao  eonsiderable,  that  they 
left  more  iban  thitiy  warriors  on  the  field  of 
battle. 

Jackaon  marched  againat  the  Creeks;  be  found 
them  in  considerable  force,  and  defended  by 
works;  ibose  works  be  aloimed,  defeated  tbeai, 
and  killed  eight  hundred  of  ifaeir  bravcai  warri- 
ors in  a  single  battle.  Thus  be  gained  a  victory 
nnparalleled  in  Indian  warfare,  and  acquired  for 
the  Dnited  Slates  the  extenaive,  besaiifal,  and 
valuable  country,  of  which  you  see  a  map  im- 
pended near  you ;  a  small  pari  of  which  eooniry 
yoQ  have  sold,  in  the  last  year,  for  ten  milliona 
of  dollars. 

Let  us  follow  the  Oeocral  to  Hew  Orleans. 
There  we  find  him  with  a  motley  force  of  three 
ihonaand  six  hnndred  men,  meeting  twelve  (hon- 
sand  (rf  the  bast  tioopa  thai  ever  appeared  on  our 


shores— may  I  not  say,  of  the  beat  troops  that 
ever  appeared  in  any  age  or  nation  1  Yes;  and 
they  were  as  unprincipled  aa  fearless.  They  bad 
driven  iha  warriors  of  France — thoae  cooquerori 
of  eonlinenlal  Europe — from  the  pillars  of  Her- 
cules to  the  Pyrenees.  A  part  of  ibem  had 
sicked  Ibis  city,  and  burned  the  Capitol ;  a  part 
of  them  had  visited  Hampton.  They  had  left 
Ibe  fathen  in  anguish  unutterable ;  they  had  left 
the  matrons  and  virgins  in  tears.  Yes ;  Ihey  had 
committed  against  us  wrongs  which  are  never 
to  be  forgotten ;  and  for  those  wrongs  they  bad 
obuined  tor  the  descendants  of  their  commander 
a  right  to  wear  in  their  coat  of  arnu,  in  all  time 
10  come,  as  a  badf^e  of  our  country's  disgrace,  the 
American  flag,  with  the  standard  l»oken. 

Surely,  air,  (here  muat  be  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence, who  directs  the  destinies  of  men  and  na- 
tiona.  Those  troops  who  bad  riolaied'the  rights 
of  war— who  had  committed  against  us  every 
atrocity,  and  heaped  upon  our  country  every  dis- 
grace, sailed  to  New  Orleans }  and  there  they  me( 
the  dire  avenger — the  man  appointed  by  Heaven 
to  tread  the  winepress  of  Almighty  wrath.  With 
a  handful  of  men  he  defealed  (hem.  Wilh  the 
loss  of  ifairieeo  men  he  defealed  twelve  thousand  I 
The  incendiaries  and  ravishers  were  punished, 
and  the  wounda  inflicted  on  our  coantry'a  honor 
were  healed. 

So  disgraceful  waa  the  defeat  of  the  enemy, 
that  the  Britiah  Oorernmeni  at  fint  denied  a 
monument  to  (heir  brave  General  who  bad  been 
slain.  They  were  desirons  to  hide  in  (be  shades 
of  oblivion  the  disgrace  of  their  arms.  But  fame 
bis  proclaimed  the  renown  of  the  victor ;  his- 
tory has  recorded  it;  and  bis  name  will  dcacead 
10  future  limes  in  a  stream  of  light  8ncb  is  the 
man  whom  it  is  proposed  to  dishonor. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  bis  decision,  his 
energy,  saved  New  Orleans— his  acknowledg- 
meni  of  the  trotb  of  the  great  and  fnndamenUl 
principle,  that  "The  safely  of  the  people  ia  (he  ' 
lUpremeUw."  A  man  less  decisiv&less  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  bis  cooalry,  would  have  hesi- 
tated, and  talked  of  civil  rights;  the  Legislature 
might  have  capitulated  ;  and  New  Orleans  would 
have  been  lost.  TbeBritisb  negolistorsal  Ghent 
bad  denied  our  title  to  Louisiana ;  and  had 
the  possesrion  been  lost,  it  is  doubtful  whether, 
according  to  the  Treaty  of  Peaee,  it  would  have 
been  restored. 

Let  me  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  American  peo- 
ple will  not  be  pleased  loses  their  greet  dafeader, 
tbeir  great  avenger,  sacrificed,  even  althoagh  it 
abould  not  belo  Bpaniah  hatred  or  British  revenge. 

I  call  on  the  memben  from  Pennaylvania  to 
remember  Brandt  and  Butler;  to  remember  Wy- 
oming. I  call  OB  the  members  from  Georgia  (o 
remember  the  outragea  committed  on  their  fron- 
tier; that  it  waa  to  preserve  the  lives  of  (heir 
people  that  the  Seminole  war  was  prosecuted  i 
and  that  the  energy  and  deciiion  of  General  Jack- 
son has  obtained  Tor  ihem  a  lasting  peace.  I  call 
on  the  members  from  the  West  (o  remember  that 
the  onhesiiating  decision  and  vigorous  measures 
of  tkiaoEficeTaaved  New  Orleana  the  empaiinm 
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til  rttelr  aMnm«re«.  I  need  not  lell  tke  member* 
ftom  TannesMc  that  it  is  thii  officer  who  has 
exalted  so  high  ibe  ahireeler  of  their  warlike 
State,     t  call  on  all  to  lemember  ibat  Ibe  pro- 

tioted  mnture,  if  atlapted,  mnal  give  jof  to  oar 
ale  enemf,and  coniolatioD  to  that  Power  wbieh 
perbaps  is  loon  to  be  our  tnttaj;  and  that  it 
will  mmiDiah  (he  glory  of  ibeii  cotiniry,  bjr  tar- 
Biibing  the  splendor  ot  ibe  fame  of  her  moat  dia- 
tiBffDiahed  hero^ 
Tbs  keirt  of  Ron,  by  order  of  the  Prinee  Re- 

EBI,  wear  Id  their  coal  of  armt  the  American 
nner,  broken  and  diihoBored.  That  inault  ean 
baTe  noconteqnenee*  injarions  to  aB,but  take  can 
bow  yon  break  and  dinoDor  oar  etandaid  your- 
lelves. 

Had  thii  man  lived  before  Heaiod  wroie  and 
Homer  tnog,  templet  would  have  risen  to  bit 
honor,  aliara  woald  have  bland,  and  he  woald 
have  taken  hii  stand  with  Herenlcs  and  Theaeos, 
amotig  the  iilimorlals,  at  the  preeervtr  of  a 
nation ;  the  vindicator  of  the  rigbls  of  tnffering 
hnmasity;  the  aveagei  of  onr  matrona,  otir  vir- 
giDs,  and  oar  lit  lie  onet. 

And  riiall  w«  see  him  depart  from  tfaia  oliy  in 
di^raae;  ceosnred  and  dismiated  from  office  by 
CoDgTMs;  and,  like  Camillns,  im^oring  Heavtn 
M  to  direct  haman  affiiiri,  ibal  hit  conotry  may 
never  have  occasion  to  regret  her  trealmeat  of 
kimi  No;  ilcannoibe.  Forbid  it,  everypower 
that  goardt  the  protectors  of  inDoeeDce  I  Forbid 
it,  policy  1  Forbidit,gTatitade  I  Forbid  it,  peace  1 

When  Mr.  Smtth  had  .coBClndcd;  the  Com- 


PaiDAT,  Jaaoary  22. 

The  Spbakh  preaented  a  petition  of  tbe  L»- 
gitlalive  Conncil  and  Uonae  of  Repreeentatives 
of  tbe  Territory  of  Miteoari,  pray iog  that  ancb 
measnrea  may  be  promptly  adoptM,  tt  will  give 
fnll  and  eompleie  effect  to  the  laws  berclofote 
patted,  jrranliDg  pre-emption  tights  in  the  por- 
ehate  of  poMic  landa,  to  certain  iobabitancs  of 
aaid  Teniiory;  which  petition  wat  ordered  to  lie 
on  tbe  taUe. 

TheSpUEiB  also  preaented  another  petition 
of  tbe  L^alaiive  Conncil  and  Hoote  of  Re[m- 
■entativM  of  the  Territory  of  Mtaaonri,  praying 
tbMtan  tat  may  be  jp>*Md,  directing  the  jndge, 
appointed  in  virtne  of  the  act  of  (ha  ^Tih  orJaao- 
ary,  IBlit,  entidad  "An  act  for  the  amointiaent 
of  an  additional  judge  for  tbe  Hietonn  Territory, 
and  for  other  pnipotet,"  to  exeroiae  hit  judieisl 
anihority,  and  to  hold  eoatia  in  the  new  counliea 
ktely  eatablUed,  called  Clarke,  P^ilatki,  and 
HempBtead.-^leferTed. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HnnnniDxa,  the  Comnutiee 
on  PnbUc  Landt  were  inatraeted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provition  for  the  dit- 
•mal  of  ihoae  landa  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana  and 
Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  liai  lately  been 
astinguiahed. 

Mr.  NiLioii,  from  the  Conniitue  on  the  Judi- 
cioTy,  to  wbioh  wat  referred  ibe  bill  fren  ibe 
Senate,  ontiilctl  "Ao  act  to  provide  for  the  more 


•DBvoiieBt  organtzaiion  of  tht  eonris  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  for  the  apipoiDtinMit  ot  circait 
jmbies,''  reoorted  ibo  eame  wiibeot  anMndmcBl, 
antTthe  bill  wat  oommitted  to  the  Committee  u 
the  Wbola,  to  which  is  committed  tbe  bill  of 
tbia  Honte,  reported  at  tke  latt  tettion,  of  the 
came  title. 

On  motion  ai  Mr.  HoLbam,  of  Illinois,  the 
Committee  on  the  Pnblie  Luds  were  inattnoltd 
to  inqaire  inio  the  exjMdiney  of  granting  the 
rtfht  of  pre-emption  of  their  aeiilemeot,  to  those 
peraona  settled  upon  laadt  of  the  UnilM  Sblei, 
in  the  Slate  of  Xllinoia. 

An  engroiced  bill,  entitled  "An  tciaailioriiiag 
tbePotlmaMer  General  to  contract,  at  inothar 
oaaea,  for  carrying  tha  mail  in  ateambokis,  be- 
tween New  Odeant,  in  tbe  Slate  of  Louisiana, 
aod  Lonitvilte,  in  the  State  of  EtDlncky ;"  wat 
read  the  third  time,  and  pateed. 

TBE  SEHINOLB  WAR. 

The  Ooaimittee  again  took  np  the  evbjoM  of 
the  Semiade  war. 

Mr.  JoNas,  of  Tenmateo,  nui  addreaaed  tke 
Hsnae.  He  laid  he  had  really  felt  tome  degree 
of  astoBtsfamont  when  thtt  retolation  wat  intao- 
dnoed  by  the  Committee  on  Military  A&ira ; 
not  heeanae  (fait  Honae  onght  not  (o  esamiBej 
and  attletly  to  azanine,  the  ooodtiat  of  any  td 
tbe  officer*  of  tbi*  Oovemmeol — a  right  whieb 
be  hoped  it  would  ever  olaiin,  and  prayed  God 
it  might  sever  fear  lo  eixareiae.  But,  aaid  Ur. 
j.,  when  we  are  informed  that,  during  tltia  war, 
not  only  Arbntbaot  and  Ambriater,  two  Br iiith 

Kntlcmen,  have  been  esceated,  but  that  two 
diau  chief*  have  alto  anffercd  death,  by  order  of 
the  commanding  Goneial,  it  indeed  atena  aeaw 
what  airaage  that  not  a  breath  ahould  be  ntiarcd 
aato  thelaim.  Why,air,it  tbi* diaoriminaiiim ? 
la  it  beeauae  they  were  Briloot  t  Is  it  beoauae 
Ibey  were  tnbj<cla  of  a  civilized  nation  ?  Itit 
beeanas  ihay  nndeniood,  bat  wonld  not  obey,  the 
precepu  of  muralily.  of  mercy,  and  of  joatiool 
Thia,  sir,  I  have  no  aoubi,  the  eommiltea  would 
be  aowilliog  to  admit.  These  Indiana,  Ur. 
Chairman,  were  also  humas  being* ;  and,  tir,  I 
am  free  to  declare  that,  on  that  lobjeot.  I  par- 
tially accord  wiih  the  honoraUe  Speaker.  If 
ibote  ohieft  had  been  mere  IndJaas,  or  Indian, 
ehiefk,  Aghliag  the  batllea  of  tbair  covntry,  u 
thejr  bad  a  right  to  do,  rude,  ignorant,  and  aapar- 
siitioBB,  as  they  may  bavo  Dean,  I  dmild,  to  aay 
the  Icaat  of  ii,  have  deeply  rogreitod  tbdr  ea^ 
cation.  Poor,  wretched,  miacrable  beiagal  Ah- 
tolote  neaeaaity  alone  abould  demand  thwt  livaa. 
Rather  than  ahed  their  blood  ;  rather  than  drive 
them  from  the  face  of  ihe  canb;  rather  thaa 
bant  them  down,  (a*  we  have  been  oompeUed  to 
do,)  like  the  wild  beatt  of  Ihe  forest,  I  wonld,  if 


pDwibie,  ahow  them  tbe  liefal  of  science— peinl 
->  ihcm  the  manner  oy  which  thev  mv 
aomeibing   themaelvea,  and   be  aanowl- 


by  the  setiontorihe  earth.  .      . 

wo  are  inforined,  aa  lo  theae  chiefly  that  they 
wen  not  mere  Indiana,  fighting  the  battlaa  of 
ihiir  aovntry,  bal,  oa  the  aoaiMty.  wkea  out 
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Miny  wti  Iriag  on  the  eoBfinea  of  Florida ; 
wben  Genenl  Gaines  wa«  ordered  merely  to 
demand  the  per|)eiialors  of  murder*  wbioh  had 
b«n  commitied  on  our  defeoceless  ciUzena;  when 
we  were  decUriDg  to  ihom  lb>t  we  were  desir- 
oos  of  notbing  more  tban  peace,  ihese  were  the 
men  who  commanded  the  parly  that  murdered 
Lieutenant  Scott  iDd  bis  company— teal ped  and 
tomahawked  the  women  of  bis  parly ;  and,  to 
close  the  acene,  when  the  men  had  falleD,  and 
the  women  were  murdered,  against  the  boat  ibat 
bore  them  the  beada  of  tbe  babei  were  dashed 
in  pieces.  But,  if  Ibe  honorable  Speakereould 
coarinca  na  that  these  chiefs  should  not  have 
suffered,  would  we,  tberefore,  be  convinced  that 
we  should  adopt  the  resolution  iww  under  coa- 
sidentioo,  which  relates  only  to  the  execution 
of  Arbothnot  and  Arahrister?  In  examining 
this  subject,  Ib«g  leave  explicitly  to  state,  that  I 
claim  not  of  this  Honse  its  sympathy  or  its  pity 
for  Oeneral  Jackson:  if  he  cannot  be  justified 
by  the  law  of  nations,  let  him  fall.  I  am  re- 
joiced to  learn,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  who  have 
yet  expressed  an  opinion  either  way  on  this  sob- 

{eet,  have  wiltingly  admitted  that  his  motives 
or  bis  aeiions  were  of  tbe  purest  character.  I 
may  also  be  permitted  to  state,  that  I  bave  had 
the  honor  of  a  penoaal  acquaintance  with  Qene- 
nl  Jaeksen — have  aerved  under  him,  aod  fought 
with  him  ;  and,  although  it  was  niy  misfortune 
to  diffiir  with  bim  as  to  the  correctness  of  some 
of  the  measures  which  were  adopted  during  tbe 
short  peiiod  of  my  service,  still,  sir,  since  tbe 
commeneemeni  of  hie  miliiery  career,  in  181S, 
till  the  preseat  period,  I  have  had  bat  one  uni- 
form opinion  as  lo  the  main  object  which  he  has 
kept  steadily  in  view,  that  is,  that  it  was  noib- 
log  else  than  the  glory  and  honor  of  his  country. 
Now,  sir,  let  us  examine  what  were  tbe  charges 
against  these  men}  they  were  these;  exciting 
and  siirrinff  up  the  Indians  lo  war,  and,  as  lo 
A mbrister,  leading  them  to  battle  |  these  were 
the  charges  of  which  they  were  found  guilty,  and 
for  which  they  were  esecoted.  It  was  eslab- 
lirtied,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  these  men  had  cross- 
ed tbe  Ailantie  for  no  other  purpose  tban  to 
eany  into  complete  execution  tbe  hellish  views 
of  tbe  famom  Colonel  Nicbolls  and  Captain 
Woodbine,  their  predeeeasors ;  that  these  men. 
the  enbjecla  of  a  ciritized  nation,  well  understood 
tha  manner  in  which  these  savages  carry  on  war; 
that  they  regard  neither  age,  female,  or  infantine 
innocence,  whose  almost  onlr  mle'is  indiacrim- 
inate  murder ;  that,  in  fact,  they  were  the  piime 
roovenof  [be  war;  that  they  in  fact  were  really 
the  murderers  of  our  women  and  children.  Are 
these  men,  I  may  here  be  permitted  lo  ask,  less 
guilty  of  tbe  morders  wbieh  they  indirectly  per- 
petrated than  the  wretched  savage  by  whose 
hand  they  did  the  deed  1  Ask  the  soldier  whose 
wife  has  been  murdered  by  savage  hands,  upon 
whom  he  would  take  vengeance ;  or  tbe  mother, 
whose  children  bave  been  butchered,  upon  whom 
•he  will  be  avenged.  Ask  common  sense  itself, 
who  are  tbe  real  acton  in  these  bloody  scenes. 
Bat  we  are  told  by  tha  honoraUe  gentleman 
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from  Georgia,  with  some  decree  of  triumph,  that 
General  Jackson  has  established  a  new  rule  of 
the  law  of  nations;  says  the  gentleman,  he  de- 
clares that  it  is  an  established  rale  of  the  law  of 
nations,  that  any  individual  of  a  nation,  making 
war  against  the  citizens  of  another  nation,  they 
being  at  peace,  forfeits  his  all^iaoce,  and  be- 
comes an  outlaw  and  a  pirate.  It  is  not  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  sir,  who  is  mistaken,  but  the  gen- 
tleman himself  J  he  has  confounded  two  dittmct 
and  separate  rules  of  tbe  law  of  nations.  Tbe 
first  of  which  is  this,  that  I,  a  citizen  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  have  a  right,  by  tbe  law  of  nations, 
to  advise  the  Government  of  Prance  to  war  witK 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  Power;  and  if  she 
choose  lo  takam^advicei  if  she  declare  war ;  if, 
(which  is  essential  to  this  rule,)  the  act  of  de- 
claring war  be  a  national  act;  or  if,  without  my 
advice,  she  be  at  war,  I  may  of  right  enlist  under 
her  banners;  I  may  lead  or  fight  with  her  troops; 
under  these  circnm stances,  I  em  identified  witb 
the  French  troops,  and,  if  taken  prisoner,  am  en- 
titled to  the  same  treatment  aa  a  French  prisoner 
of  war.  The  other  rule  of  tbe  law  of  nationa 
will  be  found  to  be  nearly  in  the  words  of  the 
General,  that  is,  if,  as  in  the  case  above  suted,  I 
advise  a  nation  to  so  to  war,  but  she  does  not 
choose  to  take  my  advice,  finding  that  the  nation 
cannot  be  engaged;  or,  if,  without  consulting 
anybody,  I  set  about  making  war  myself.  I  en- 
gage a  set  of  desperate  characters,  or  whoever 
else  you  please,  and  proceed  to  acts  of  hostility 
against  the  nation  I  would  injure.  This,  sir,  in 
the  words  of  the  General,  would  be  an  individual 
of  one  najion  making  war  against  the  citizens  oi 
another  nation,  and  ihis  hand,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, are  declared  outlaws  and  pirates.  Which 
of  these  roles,  then,  sir,  will  apply  lo  the  case  of 
Arbothnot  and  Ambrisier?  Are  ibese  vagrant 
savages  a  nation  of  people,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  rule  first  mentioned  ;  and,  if  so,  has  that 
nation  declared  war  T  and  might  these  men  bave 
enlisted  under  iheir  banner,  and  so  have  been 
entitled  to  the  rights  of  prisoners  of  war  7  Who- 
ever will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  history 
of  this  war  will  be  satisfied  that  it  never  can  be 
viewed  as  having  been  a  national  act,  within  the 
rule  abovemeniioned ;  end,  to  prove  this,  in  the 
first  place,  I  ask,  if  ihe  fugitive  Bed  Sticks,  hav- 
ing formed  a  desperate  band,  partly  of  tbe  relica 
of  their  own  nation,  and  partly  of  Seminotes, 
conld  be  considered  as  a  nation,  baring  a  right 
to  make  war  or  peace  1  Or  were  they  a  baodiiti  1 
Or  what  would  you  call  the  civ iliied  wretch  who 
would  lead  them  7  If  these  had  not  the  right,  I 
ask  if  the  Indian  and  negro  party  of  Colonel 
NicholU  had  a  right  to  make  war?  Will  any 
one  pretend  to  say  that  this  tri-coloted  party 
were  a  nation  ?  No,  sir,  thejr  were  the  refuse  of 
vil^ny  itself;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  an  important  fact, 
that  these  parlies  were  perhaps  the  most  prom- 
inent in  tbe  war ;  they  did  not  enlist  under  the 
banners  of  the  nation,  but,  sir,  many  of  the  eiti- 
zens  of  the  nalioo,  (if  it  may  be  so  called,)  rtUlied 
round  tbeir  standard.  It  is  also  a  fact,  worthy 
of  eonaidention,  that  a  cwsiderable  put  of  the 
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Hlion  were  «rnse  to  tht  ptoeeedJDn  of  their 
bnibTCD,  and  fonght  wiih  ui  agaiost  tDen.  Ud- 
dtr  these  circumetaDcea,  General  Jackson  might 
well  riew  them  in  (he  cbaraeler  of  indiridaalB 
nakisg  war  upon  as,  or  as  leaden  of  a  iawless 
butdiiii.  BaL  sir,  auppOM  b«  wa*  incorreot  in 
this  view  of  their  caae ;  luppose  tber  were  not 
outlaws  and  pi ra lea,  still  iheit  panianiBent  w«a 
jost ;  for,  ail,  ihe  eharget  ag«inBl  them  wsre  not 
thai  they  were  oatlawa  and  piraiea,  but  IbM  tbey 
iiad  excited  and  led  the  Indiau  to  war  afainat 
«a,  and  for  ibblhejr  were  exeoated.  Whether  the 
Crimea  for  which  ther  sifered  eoutitiMad  ihem 
OBilaws  and  pirates,  la  a  qaeation  different  IJom 
the  eaublishment  of  the  crinw  ilaelf.  I  aaid,  Ht, 
Ihat,  admiltiig  tkej  were  not  ontlawa  and  pi- 
ntes,  that  still  th<f  suffered  juatljr.  If  thejr  were 
■ot  the  exeiters  and  leaders  <tf  a  banditti,  and,  of 
«oune,  according  to  the  rale  before  stated,  ent- 
laws  and  pirates,  they  were  offiioera  or  soldien, 
fightiag  under  the  uooers  of  a  nation  which 
had  the  tight  to  declare,  and  which  hal  de- 
^red  war,  aad  were  identified  with  the  citi- 
zens of  that  nation,  and  were  sntgeet  to  aU  Ihe 
laws  of  war  and  of  nsiiooa,  as  apfiUed  te  (bat 
natioD.  Ther  had,  in  fad,  beeomc  wragei. 
What  then,  sir,  is  ibe  role  of  the  law  of  naliom 
which  will  apply  to  them  in  this  airaation  1  h 
»  this,  "  that  when  we  are  at  war  with  a  savage 
'  oatian,  which  regards  no  rnin,  we  may  retaliate 
'  upon  its  citiiens  the  crneltic*  committed  on  our 
'  own,  care  being  taken  to  pnnish  atone  the  gnit- 
'  ly."  Then,  air,  I  ask  if  ever  there  were  fit  sub- 
jects for  puBisbment,  under  this  rule,  if  theae 
were  not  titer  7  m«]  around  whom  the  light  of 
•deoce  had  shone  in  its  meet  refulgent  qtlcidor— 
who  were  not  ignorant  of  the  precepts  of  nMrcy, 
«f  moderation,  and  of  justice,  to  bm^tme  worse 
than  savages,  to  Blimnlaie,  lo  lend  those  wild, 
those  nniBtored,  those  miserable  men  of  the  for- 
est, Co  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  nnre* 
sistiog  innoceoee. 

But,  it  is  said,  there  was  no  necesaity  for  iheti 
exention,  because,  say  gentlemen,  the  war  was 
Marlr  over,  we  had  no  danger  lo  appreheod. 
Sir,  the  iMcesiity  for  ezeentiog  such  lairless  mi» 
creams  exists  now  as  moofa  as  iben.  What,  air, 
was  the  object  of  their  panlshaaent  1  Not  mere- 
Iv  that  they  ihtwid  atone  for  the  Crimea  which 
they  had  eomroiiied,  but,  sir,  it  wa*  to  teacb  an 
important  les>0D  to  the  aoprinoiplcd  sul^t*  of 
Qreat  Britain  and  B[«ii]  g  it  proolsimed  to  them, 
itr,  in  hngoage  which  conld  not  bemistmder- 
■tMd,  what  they  misht  expect  for  like  oSencas ; 
tnd,  sir,  I  hare  no  doobt  bnt  that  if,  at  the  eom- 
raencement  of  this  Qovetnment,  a  determination 
had  been  find  and  avowed  to  the  world,  to  pun- 
iA  with  insunt  death  all  •neb  offences,  the  effect 
would  have  beeo  the  salvation  of  tbe  live*  of 
many  of  our  citiaens. 

The  honorable  eomnittee  who  reported  this 
resolution,  have  told  us  that  the  conrt  martial 
bad  no  jorisdietion  of  the  offence.  In  reply  to 
Which  1  will  observe,  that  if  I  have  shown  that, 
by  tbe  law  of  nationa,  these  men  conld  be  pun- 
iehed  with  death  by  a  Prince  or  by  his  Ctaeral, 


I  may  be  permitted  to  aak  that  kutorttUe  ees- 
miltee  how  the  commanding  Qeneral  is  lo  aseei- 
uin  the  fact  of  thoirguilt  ?  Is  be  le  sit  ns  judge 
and  juror  T  Is  he  to  execute  them  oa  the  mere 
suggestion  of  any  one  who  chooses  to  charge 
Ihem,  or  are  tbe  facts  to  be  ascertained  by  Ie■peQ^ 
able  and  bonoiable  eSceri  detailed  for  the  p«r- 
potet  Sir,  if  without  the  inrestigalien  of  this 
respectable  eourt  these  men  had  been  exeetfed, 
wul,  indeed,  might  we  MDsiHe  tbe  Qenenl.  Tbe 
hoBOrable  geslleman  from  Georgia  ioquiresk  why 
GenaalJaekson  did  not  exccnie  Wanthvrhwdl 
and  answers  the  internmiory  kmself,  uabesi- 
uiingly,  by  itaUag  that  GeBemllnehaaB  did  BM 
then  know  the  pleniinde  of  his  powers.  Sir,  I 
am  bapOT  to  know  thai  I  have  it  in  my  pMver  lo 
give  to  inis  bonoraUe  Committee  lb  irve  nmtM 
why  that  gallant  ohiefiain  wu  not  asMmted. 
Some  time,  sir,  before  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jaek- 
sdn,  this  chief  was  informed  ihatOenemi  jaekeou 
inUDded,  if  be  could  tahe  him,  to  pnt  htm  to 
death.  He  was  advised  by  bis  friaiiAa,  as  Ms 
warriors  were  almost  all  alain,  as  bis  ooBBtry  was 
ruined,  and  as  his  eaoape  wu  almost  impoesiUe, 
to  surrender  himself  to  General  Jariuoa ;  that  it 
was  useless  to  attempt  fuitbar  MBtaMBoe,  and  (his 
was  tbe  only  means  by  whifih  his  life  eould  be 
saved;  he  determined  lo  do  so,  and  yresanied  bim- 
self  to  the  Oeaeral,  at  bis  baadqiMrters.  Wb  mw 
informed  thai  it  was  demaDded  of  him  who  ke 
was,  and  how  be  came  there.  He  rafilied,  "  mj 
name  is  Weatberford,  one  of  ibe  cbids  of  the 
'  Red  Sticks.  I  hare  fought  you  till  my  war* 
'  riora  are  all  slain.  If  I  had  warriors  1  woold 
'  fight  you  still,  but  I  have  none ;  my  country  is 
'  DvertuB,  and  my  soldiers  are  fallen.  Here  I  am 
'in  your  power — do  with  me  as  you  pleaa*— 
'  onTy  recollect  that  I  am  a  soldier.'*  Thia,  air, 
was  the  reason  whv  the  life  of  that  brave  ohiei 
was  saved.  If,  unaer  these  citeumataneea,  ova 
Qeneral  could  hare  exeented  so  dislinguiihed  a 
savage,  the  most  verdant  laarcl  would  hare  faded 
on  his  brow. 

We  ate  aleo  called  upon,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  cen- 
sure the  conduct  of  Qeneral  Jaekson  in  laking 
possession  of  the  fori  Si.  Uarks,  of  Penmcola, 
and  tbe  fceiren  Baranoas.  And,  to  prove  to  as 
that  we  ought,  the  argnmeai  seems  to  be  intend- 
ed to  prove,  first,  that  the  war  against  the  Semi- 
noleswas  aneoBstitutional ;  secondly,  that  Oen- 
eral  Jackson  made  war  upon  Spain  in  taking, 
unnecessarily,  forcible  poMession  of  those  idaeeo. 
As  to  theconBtilutionaliiy  of  the  war,  if  ttMCoB- 
siitniion  and  the  law  were  silent  on  due  sobjeel, 
I  am  disposed  to  think  ibat  the  uniform  praatiee 
of  tbe  Qovern  me  nt  would  go  far  in  justifying  the 
measures  which  tbe  Executive  has  adopted  i  bnt, 
in  the  first  artioleof  the  CaasHluiionof  the  Uni- 
ted State*,  the  power  is  vested  in  Congraaa  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  supprom 
iDMirreclioB  and  repel  invasion.  This,  sir,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  hare  done,  in  ike 
year  1785,  bf  authoriiing  the  Execatire.  whea- 
erer  the  Uoited  States  nhiU  te  invaded,  or  in 
immiaeot  danger  of  inrasion  irom  any  foreiga 
nation  or  Indian  trib^  lo  eaU  forth  anan 
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of  tile  militia  of  the  Slat*  or  SlUis  ouut  co»t«-i 
jQient  ta  the  pUce  of  dangti  u  b«  nuy  Uunlc 
nacceury  for  liie  puipwe.  It  will  not  aexe  be 
necvuary  to  inqaiie  whether  ibe  Pieaident  of  tba 
United  States  has  tbe  power  m  uie  the  icgnUr 
annf  for  tbe  iMne  sutpoM ;  tbii,  I  preiuine,  will 
at  oQce  be  admitted.  It  will  alio  be  lUDeceuarf 
for  me  to  auempt  to  prore^  Ibat  the  Deccwitjr  tx- 
iaied  foi  the  eicrciie  cf  ihu  powot  wh«n  General 
Qaines  wa*  oidered  U>  our  MiUJierB  ftontier,  in 
that  qtiarter.  It  will  be  recoU«ci«d  that,  at  (he 
commanceionu  of  the  fiui  isMiDii  of  the  preMst' 
Co]i|^eM,  we  were  infouiMil  hf  the  prcieat  Chief 
Hafiutnta  of  hii  procecdiaK*  in  leUtioii  to  the 
XndiaiM  JD  that  quarter,  wi  were  io&upMd.Rir. 
Ibat  he  bad  an  unj,  aaitt  ihe  coonana  er 
Oeoeial  Qainea,  on  ihe  bwcdvn  of  the  Floridai  i 
that  Olden  had  been  itciMd  from  the  War  De- 
iwrtment  to  OcMUii  Oaiatt  to  demimd  saitiabe- 
lioD  for  murders  and  depredations  which  tbe 
LuhaaaJtadcoimiiulted,  but  that  be  was  instruct- 
ed not  to  tread  npon  Bpaniih  territorr-  Where 
iheu,  air,  were  onr  Constitotional  scroplaai  As 
to  tbe  power  of  tbe  BzecutiTe  to  crosa  the  line, 
not «  word  escaped  o«r  lipa— no  protisioa  was 
made  io  uue  it  should  becoioe  Jieceisaty  to  pur- 
sue them  into  Florida.  Thus  nested  the  natter 
until  some  time'after  the  canuMaeeoMnt  of  the 
aeaaioa  of  ConvTBii,  when  we  were  ioCofoud  of 
the  massacre  <^Lientenant  Scott  and  parly  i«nd 
still  we  were  silent— not  a  voice  was  beard  in 
iarorof  the  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the 
SxecutiTe ;  no  one  seemed  to  doubt  his  power- 
all  seemed  willing  lo  trust  it  with  him.  Ueie, 
sir,  a  fair  opportaDily  was  given  lo  iheoi,  who 
doubt  ihe  power  of  the  Kxacutire  to  pursue  m 
Indian  on  Spanish  soil,  to  legislate  on  the  lub- 
^ct.  What,  then,  was  the  Ejcecutive  to  doT 
wTaa  he  lo  command  hi»  Qeneial  to  stand  close 
on  this  artificial  boundary,  and  if  the  enemy,  af- 
tcr  be  had  murdered  all  our  citizens  within  ihe 
Spaniah  lerritorf,  could  be  taken  on  this  side  the 
linetocbastiaehum?  This,  itseems to  me,  would 
be  a  naw  way  of  repelling  inrasioo.  No,  sir,  a 
measure  more  e&ctoal,  more  energetic,  was 
adopted.  Orders  were  given  to  cross  the  line, 
and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would  be  calcu- 
Inted  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  lerminatioa. 
Tbe  only  case  in  which  General  Jackson  was  re- 
stricted, was  on  the  Indians  taking  protection  in- 
der  a  Spanish  fort,  in  which  .case  be  was  ordered 
to  advise  the  War  Department  of  the  fact.  But, 
air,  tbe  conduct  of  the  Gorernors  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pensacola,  which  rendered  it  necessary  for 
Qeneral  Jackson  to  possess  himself  of  those  for< 
tresses,  was  not,  by  onr  GoTernmeat,  to  be  an- 
ticipated. It  would  here  be  unnecessary,  and, 
indeed,  tiresome,  to  refer  to  all  the  documentary 
testimony  showing  what  their  conduct  was;  this 
leetimony  has  been  carefully  examined  by  gen- 
tlemen who  bare  preceded  me.  It  is  hardly  a  fair 
inannerofargument,sir,forgeQilemeo  to  stale  that 
var  basbeen  made  upon  Spain;  and,  to  prove  this. 

Kfnt  out  to  us  the  acts  of  hostility  of  Qeneral 
ckson  towards  her,  la  laking  those  fortresses ; 
and  ask  as  if  this  be  not  war?    Sir,  I  admit  that. 


abstractly  considered,  this  woaldhave  beeamak- 
ingao  unauihorbed  war  upon  a  Spanith  (soloajf. 
But,  sir,  this  Is  not  Ihe  tyiestion ;  the  fact  is,  tii^t 
GeneTBl  Jackson, according  lo  directions /rotouie 
War  Dejjariment,  had  carried  the  wsr  into  pla- 
rida  against  the  Seminolest  and  the  qoesiionhei^ 
is,  what  might  he,  or  what  might  he  not  do  to 
Spain,  a  neutral  Power,  as  incident  to  carriing 
on  tbe  war  against  tbe  savages  i  This  woili  de- 
pend very  much  on  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  neuMal 
herself.  It  seems  to  becoaceded  that  the  condCMI 
of  the  Spanish  commandant  of  Sl  Madka  vhs 
such  at  to  authorize  the  Qeoeral  to  occupy  tut 
fortress ;  but  the  tiJung  of  Pcnsacola  and  toe  Ba- 
raacas  is  thoi^ht  to  be  more  dificult  of  jiu^ifiqa- 
tioo.  Here,  sir,  I  aak  the  Commttiee  lo  recollMt 
the  orders  of  Oiaoeral  Jackson ;  these  PHf ,  Mwt 
he  should  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  (ermiMtioii, 
[he  honor  of  our  country  requiring  it,  and  t^t 
this  sbould  be  efieoted  with  exemplary  piuu|J|- 
ment  on  the  savages.  Now,  sir,  cecollect  tbeeqa- 
dnct  of  the  Goreraor  of  Fansaceia.  Did  faaj^t 
tolerate  the  assemblage  of  Ihe  saraoKB  at  P«n«s- 
cole,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred?  Were  not 
Spaniah  pfficara  seen  internunglioK  with  theja^- 
.agei  as  bnthers  and  associates  1  Were  iKX.lhaae 
aaaages  furnished  by  Spanish  officers  with  tkoie 
thipgs  that  eonititate  the  vary  sinews  of  a  .wai  ? 
And,  sir,  while  these  things  were  doing,  in  o.p«B 
da;^  what  was  this  Spaniah  Governor's  taqguf^ 
to  GanM^  Jacluonl  "Depart  from  the  territory 
ofmy  master,  or  I  will  repdJeree  by  force."  Let 
US  now.sir,  for  a  ntoment  suppose  Qeneral  Jaek- 
lon  had  marched  according  to  the  order  whiidi 
he  received  from  the  officer  o{  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, would  the  war  have  been  lermLoated?  I 
siiaU  dismiss  this  subject  by  observing,  (bat  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  of  necessity,  waste  judge  whether, 
under  all  tbe  circumsuoces,  he  would  be  war- 
tamed  in  doing  what  he  had  done.  He  must 
judge  as  to  what  acU  of  a  neutral  will  make  her 
an  associate  in  the  war;  or,  at-  least,  as  lo  the 
character  of  ber  actions.  And  I  will  now  take 
the  liberty  to  ask  gentlemen,  who  are -disposed  (o 
censure,  what  they  would  have  done  unaer  like 
circumstances;  would  tbey  have  marcbed  tbeic 
army  home  according  to  orders  from  tbe  Catholic 
Governor,  and  wonld  ibey  thus  have  speedily 
ended  the  war  7  Sir,  it  is  an  easy  mailer  to  een- 
lorethe  conduct  of  others,  without  attempting 
to  show  how  they  should  have  acted  otherwise. 

Mr.  TALLttADUB,  of  New  York.  In  rising  to 
address  the  House  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day, 
when  the  attention  of  the  House  was  necessarily 
fatigued  by  those  who  bad  preceded  bim,  and  its 
patience  somewhat  exhausted,  Ur.  T.  said,  Jie 
was  aware  of  the  dangers  that  awaited  him;  he 
was  aware  of  the  perils  that  he  must  encounter 
in  attempting  to  proceed.  Bui,  Mr.  T.  said,  Ihe 
resolutions  under  consideration  were  so  impoiiant 
in  their  nature,  and  so  replete  with  consequences 
of  such  magnitude,  involving  the  interest  and  the 
hoDOi  of  onr  country,  ihat  asense  of  duty  impelled 
him  to  go  on. 

Sir,  (aid  Mr.  T.  a  question  of  war  discussed  in 
the  highest  delibanuif  e  assembly  known,  to  a  Dree 
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pkople,  can  DeT«T  fail  to  becomeaqaestioD  of  great 
indiTiaaal  exeilfmeDt — of  great  public  interest. 
Ill  eauie,tnd  it«  eoDceqacnces,  to  tlie  public  faap- 
BJaeia,  preteDt  it  in  aa  atpect  altnoat  appalliog. 
But,  nid  he,  when  the  friends  of  the  proposed 
teaolationi  tell  this  Hooae,  ind  tell  this  naiioQ, 
thai,  iD  addition  to  the  questioQ  of  ihe  Semioole 
WBT  and  its  Daiaral  conseqaences,  which  we  *re 
oalied  upon  to  discnss,  in  its  progress,  the  CoDsli- 
talion  of  our  eonotir  has  been  Tiolated  by  mili- 
tary power,  and  the  nonor  of  our  nation  stained 
bTMEB  and  iohumao  craeIties->-it  is  then,  sir, 
tut  the  qaeslion  assumes  an  aspect  of  ten-fold 
more  importance,  and  calculated  to  excite  Ihe 
feelings  of  this  House  and  to  arouse  the  spirit  of 
Ihe  nation.  Such,  s&id  Mr.  T.  is  the  question 
BOW  presented  for  discussion.  It  was  doe  to  him- 
self (o  confess  to  this  Hoase  that  his  feelings  were 
excited  upon  the  occasion,  and  that  he  entered 
npoD  the  discnssioQ  witli  a  detenniastioa  lo  meet 
il  in  tU  its  bearings.  But,  he  said,  while  he  thus 
ftanklr  avowed  his  feelings,  he  begged  the  indul- 
gence to  add,  that,  while  he  intended  his  coarse 
u  debate  sbonld  be  marked  with  zeal  and  deei- 
•ion,  yet  he  also  intended  to  observe  the  decorum 
in  debate  due  to  the  dignity  of  Ibis  House.  He 
said  it  was  his  pride  to  say  that,  since  he  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  be  never  bad  used 
aminsl  any  member  a  harsh  expression  or  severe 
aHusioo,  and  Ibat  he  never  would.  He  ten- 
dered hii  acknowledgments  to  tbegentlemao  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  CobbJ  for  the  example  he  bad  set 
in  the  ojKDiDg— ardent  in  debate,  bnt  temperate 
in  expression.  Mr.  T.  said  it  should  be  his  course ; 
he  hoped  others  would  also  observe  the  example. 
His  own  opinion  was  decisively  formed  npoo 
full  examination  of  all  the  documents — aDd,wDile 
be  did  not  doubt  of  the  proper  result,  and  which 
be  should  endeavor  to  prevail  on  this  House  to 
adopt;  yei,  he  was  free  to  declare,  there  was 
ample  room  for  difference  of  opinion,  and,  there- 
fore, he  was  not  inclined  to  east  any  imputations 
Upon  those  from  whom  be  might  diner.  He  was 
disposed  Co  proffer  to  them  the  most  charitable  in- 
dulgence, and  he  was  the  more  desirous  they 
ahoold  accept  from  him  the  proffer,  because  he 
solicited  it  for  himself  from  them  in  return. 

Mr.  T.said  a  doubt  bad  already  been  expressed 
whether  this  House  had  the  power  to  discuiaand 
express  its  opioion  upon  the  present  subject,  and 
a  hope  had  been  intimated  that  those  who  opposed 
the  reaolniioDs  would  not  put  that  opposition 
upon  the  wani  of  riabi  and  power  in  the  House, 
and  thus  prevent  ine  inquiry.  He  said,  as  for 
himself,  be  wonid  not.  It  was  a  point  upon  which 
be  had  doubts.  A  ^reat  national  question  bad 
arisen,  connected  with  a  recent  war,  and  which 
had  justly  excited  public  feeling— it  was  in  bis 
opinion  fit  and  proper  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  should  investigate  the  subject  and  ex- 
press their  opinion.  Mr.  T.  said,  il  was  asserted 
that  the  Major  General,  who  had  conducted  the 
war  in  its  progress,  bed  violated  his  orders— had 
broken  the  Constitution,  and  had,  by  cruelties,  dis- 
honored our  national  character.  Yet,  said  he,  the 
President,  from  whom  thott  oiden  MnauBied,  has 


not  arrested  him,bQth>sapprovedof  hisproeeei- 
ings.  andjconsequently.  stands  responsible  for  the 
result.  Whatever  donbts  might  have  been  enter- 
tained  as  to  oar  power*  in  the  question  between 
this  HoDse  and  the  Major  Qeneral, approved  and 
adopted  as  the  transaetions  had  been  by  the  Pre- 
sident, it  was  now  a  question  between  him  and 
the  public  ;  aod  no  doubt  of  our  powers  could  be 
reasonably  entertained.  Mr.  T.  said,  he  hoped 
the  power  of  the  House  would  ever  be  sparingly 
exercised,  and  be  reserved  for  great  occasions. 
Bnl,  I  hold,  said  be,  that  we  have  the  power,  aod 
that  it  becomes  a  duty  to  investigate  and  express 
our  opinions  on  great  public  occasions,  producing 
public  excitement.  It  is  here,  on  this  floor,  and 
through  their  Representatives,  that  the  people 
can  only  speak.  Tour  Administration  may  be- 
come corrupt— your  Executive  officers  may  vio- 
late the  laws  ;  break  the  Constitution;  and,  by 
violent  outrages,  even  involve  tbe  country  in 
war.  In  such  an  event,  here,  on  ibis  floor,  and 
in  this  power  for  which  1  am  now  contending, 
will  ever  be  found  the  onl^  sure  corrective,  ft 
is  one  of  the  dearest  privileges  of  this  Honae; 
one  the  most  essential  lo  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try to  be  preserved  and  maintained ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  the  last  prerogative  ever  surrendered. 
So  far,  then,  from  wishing  to  avoid  tbe  present 
discussion,  I  hold,  said  Mr.  T.  that  the  charges 
made  are  of  so  deep  a  dye,  and  have  produced 
such  excitement,  that  it  has  become  our  duty,  as 
tbe  Representatives  of  the  people,  to  inquire,  and 
to  advise  ;  nay,  even  lo  instinct  public  opinion 
upon  Ihe  subject  now  under  discussion.  And,  Mr. 
T.  Enid,itaffordedhim  a  proud  consaUtion  to  be- 
lieve ibat  the  State  which  he  bad  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent.  Would  be  willing  to  adopt  as  correct 
tbe  opinion  which  this  House  should  annonove. 
Such,  said  Mt.  T.,  has  been  ibeseasaiion  produced 
by  the  manner  and  cbaracier  of  tbe  accusations 
which  have  beeo  thrownout,  that  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation 10  say,  if  ihls  House  should  terminate  their 
session,  and  omit  to  inquire  into,  and  avow  their 
opinion  upon  ihe  present  subject,  it  would  disap- 
point the  nation,  and  fix  upon  this  Honse  an  eter- 
nal stigma,  as  wanting  spirit  to  pronounce  be- 
tween tbe  country  and  the  Administration;  or, 
if  gentlemen  would  rather  have  it  so,  between 
the  proDosed  resolution  aod  Qeoersl  Jackson. 
He  said  be  bad  no  unwillingness  on  his  part. 
And,  he  hoped  the  House  would  hold  fast  upon 
Ihe  present  resolutions,  and  insist  upon  a  direct 
vote  upon  the  accnsing  propositions.  If  ihe  Coa- 
Gtitution  has  been  violated  ;  if  Ibe  honor  of  tbe 
nation  is  stained  by  cruelties,  this  House  sbonld 
declare  ii  to  the  country.  If,  on  the  contrary,  ihe 
accnsaiiona  are  found  to  be  incorrect,  it  was  due 
to  the  Administration  ;  it  was  due  to  the  chatae- 
ler  of  General  Jackson,  that  we  should  so  declare, 
and  thus  wipe  away  the  unjust  impuEations.  A 
vote  of  thanks  has  been  talked  of.    Mr.  T.  said  he 


best  wealth  of  ibis  nation;  too  precious  lo  be 
ased,  unless  on  extraordinary  occasions.  Sack 
was  Ibe  afiir  of  Orleans.    But,  it  is  aaffieieat  that 
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on  ioTwiigation  of  iha  ScmiDoIe  war,  iheit  ahall 
Iw  Ibund  no  caote  for  blame.  A  decided  rejeo- 
tioD  of  ihe  ptopoaed  retolutioni  of  eeuare,  was 
all  ibat  the  preseal  oceasioo  required. 

Bat,  »id  Mr.  T.,  in  addition  to  the  proposed 
cenBore  contained  in  the  reiolutioDs,  ihey  also  con- 
tain ■objects  on  which  legistatioB  is  proposed. 
He  said,  he  w>3  not  prepared  to  ear  l><"  legiala- 
tion  OD  those  points  ml^bt  be  proper,  at  a  proper 
time,  and  under  proper  eirconuiaDcei;  bot  he  was 
prepared  lo  say  that^on  this  occasion,  aoder  the 
present  pnblic  excitement,  and  coaplM  with  the 
proposed  resolations  for  eensnre,  he,  for  one, 
would  not  consent  to  legislate.  Tne  act  of  legis- 
lation, nnder  existing  eircumslances,  woatd  ne- 
cessarily imply  in  itself  a  diMpprobaiion  of  this 
House  to  ihe  proceedings  approred  and  adopted 
by  the  President,  and  woold  include  a  direct  cen- 
snre  tipon  OeneraL  Jackson.  Let  ni,  said  Ur.  T., 
reject  the  whole  of  the  resolutions.    If  any  gen- 


tleman thinks  that  legislation  on  any  of  these  snb- 

t'scts  is  requisite  for  me  public  good;  if  he  woold 
<ing  it  forward  as  dislinel  and  disconnected  pro- 


positions, il  would  undoubtedly  receive  (he  de- 
liberate consideration  of  ibis  Home,  and  under  no 
other  circumstances  ought  it  la  be  entertained. 
Ha  said  be  was  opposed  to  any  act  of  this  House 
which,  by  any  inference, would  look  like  censore 
on  General  Jackson ;  a  man  whose  name  and 
whose  fame  was  identified  with  the  history  and 
the  glory  of  our  country ;  be  would  not  say  the 
first  milicaty  eaptaia  of  any  country,  but  he 
thought  he  might  sa^  the  first  in  otira. 

In  addition  to  the  important  qneslions  inTtdred 
in  the  preeent  discnsiion,  Mr.  T.  said  the  honor- 
able Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  has  also  introduced 
Ihe  treaty  signed  between  our  country  and  the 
Creek  Indians,  in  August,  1B14 }  and  be  has  ex- 
pressed his  indignation  at  the  manner  in  which 
that  treaty  was  made,  and  at  its  baughiy  and  dicta- 
torial terms.  He  has  intimated  that  the  hatsb 
nod  severe  exactions  of  that  treaty  were  ihe  pro- 
bable causes  of  the  present  Seminole  war.  Mr. 
T.  said  he  differed  in  opinion  with  the  honorable 
Speaker  in  regard  to  titat  treaty.  He  did  not  dis- 
GOrei  in  it  ibal  banghty  temper,  thai  spirit  of  ex- 
action  on  ihe  part  of  our  country,  which  bad 
BO  much  offended  the  Speaker.  The  honorable 
Speaker  has  repeated,  with  great  emphasis,  "  The 
United  Slates  demand,"  "  The  United  Slates  de- 
mand," seven  times.  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.  the 
United  Stales,  by  that  treaty,  did  demand ;  they 
had  melanehoi]r  cause  to  demand.  Thun  were 
tbewrongs;  theirs  were  the  sufierings;  they  were 
the  injured  party ;  they  had,  for  yean,  endured 
every  misery  incident  to  Indian  bosliliues;  the 
fviendly  tribes  and  the  frontier  setilements  had 


until  ibe  nation  had  been  compelled  lo  sustain  the 
expense  and  the  sacriQcea  for  iheir  complete  sub- 
jugation. Il  wee  nnder  such  circnnuianees  thai 
ibe  treaty  of  Fort  Jaekson  was  made.  Sir,  said 
,  Hr.  T.,  ihe  United  Slates  did  demand ;  it  was 
ikeir  duty  to  demand  ;  and,  af^er  seven  times  de- 
nknding,  indemnity  was  not  obiained  for  a  tithe 


of  our  sufferings.  Mr.  T.  said  he  found  nothing 
in  the  Ueair  that  placed  our  country  in  the  wrong. 
It  recites  that  the  war  was  "unprovok^"  on  oui 
part}  that  it  was  "inhuman  and  sanguinary — 
waged  by  the  hostile  Creeks — instigated  by  im- 

Costors^  denominating  themselves  prophets,  and 
y  foreign  emissariee." 


"  Spate  them   their  religion !  spare  ihem  their 
prophets  1  spare  Ihem  their  superstition  I" 

Mr.  T.  said,  the  repreaentaiioa  given  by  the 
honorable  SpMker,  of  ihe  sixth  article  of  that 
treaty,  was  so  n&like  the  view  which  he  had 
taken  of  that  article,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
conclnde  that,  in  the  hurry  of  debate,  the  honor* 
able  Speaker  had  entirely  overlooked  Ihe  cod- 
cluding  clause  of  cbe  article,  and  thus  had  totally 
mistaken  its  meaning.  Mr.  T.  said  he  would 
read  it.  "The  United  Slates  demand  the  cap- 
'  tare  and  surrender  of  all  the  prophets  and  in- 
'  atigators  of  Ihe  war,  whether  foreigners  or  nn- 
'  lives,  who  have  not  submitted  to  the  arms  of 
'  Ihe  United  Slates,  and  become  parties  lo  these 
'  articles  of  capilulation,  if  ever  they  shall  be 
'  found  witbin  the  lerrilory  granted  lo  the  Greek 
'  naiion  by  the  second  article."  Sir,  said  Mr.  T., 
a  treaty  was  formed  between  our  country  and  the 
Creek  nation  in  1790.  This  treaty  had  been  ob- 
served on  our  pan,  but  had  been  broken  on  the 
part  of  the  Creek  naiion,  by  repeated,  and  almoit 
coatinned  acts  of  hostility.  During  the  late  war 
between  our  country  and  Qreat  Britain,  on^ 
third  of  the  Creek  nation  bad  continued  to  ob- 
aerve  the  treaty,  and  hence  were  denominated 
the  Jrien^  Crtdui  the  other  two-thirds,  insti- 
snted  by  their  impoetors,  called  prophets  and 
foreign  emissaries,  oad  joined  Great  Britain  ia 
the  war,  and  desolated  our  frontier;  ihey  wete 
known  as  the  hotile  Creek*.  An  expedition  into 
their  country,  and  the  destruction  of  their  towns, 
induced  them  to  make  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jaek- 
son. A  patt  of  theee  two  thirds  which  had  been 
hostile,  refused  to  come  into  the  treaty.  They 
declared  their  intention  to  continue  the  war. 
They  abandoned  ihe  limits  of  iheir  trihe  becaoM 
they  would  not  submit  to  the  peace.  They 
joined  the  Seminole  Indians  on  the  Florida  liae^ 
They  have  since  been  known  as  the  avOamA 
lUd  3lickt.  It  was  ibe  prophets  and  emisauiea, 
the  iaBiigftiors  of  war ;  of  these  outlawed  Creeks, 
which  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  demanded  to 
be  surrendered  g  provided  ihey  would  not  became 

Klies  to  the  Xreaiy  of  Peace,  but,  persisting  in 
tilities,  should  be  found  in  the  territofies  of 
the  fri«idly  Creeks.  Such,  said  Mr.  T.,  was  the 
evident   intention   of   the   sixth   article   of  the 


peace  permanent.  The  erent  bet  abundantly 
justified  the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  ihe  mea- 
sure. It  is  ihese  prophets  and  theee  emissaries^ 
and  those  outlawed  Creeks,  who  have  snbse- 
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9MMIr  iMIigkMd  Hd  prtMeed  tke  EfcmlBole 
'tfW,  Wniiog,  in  it»  nxneqMMWv  upon  otk  peo* 
Illc^  dtwrMB  And  dl«*ier;  Bptfn  mtr'  eMntr^  «e- 
MiHw  Hi  dfSnhiw,  and  npoo  tbc  niieisUe 
SwDkiola  tribe  rain,  pnfaapt  cvfb  ezHnmnalloD. 
Am  r«t  ivoor  conMrr  to  be  t(pfarakl«d;  la  be 
coTcred  wilh  contamely,  becKilM,  is  a  treaty  of 
■pmKt,  tfcv  dflmaitded  ibe  sin^eitder  of  those  pro- 
pUVlri  and  emiNnieat  Not  the  proplieto  wd 
eaieMiievef  iheJr  religioa,  or  of  iticlr  tvpmtti- 
don,  btt  tbe  bOMffe  prophet  sad  enisMriee  oT 
tlW  ovflmred  Greek*,  preaebiBg  od  o«r  froiKler, 
MUM;  lb«  niterabh  nitiTea,  War,  bavoe;  asd 
deiolalion.  Sir,  my  coaniiy  baa  doI  invaded  tbe 
nifghm  or  Ae  superHitioD  of  the  iBdiaot ;  it 
fan  not  «a»led  ibe  precepts  of  mir  retiglOD 
MBODg  ibeBi  nith  the  swerd  or  the  beroaei.  Bat 
atU-^etewf  and  MlF-preHrTVtion  reqmred  ub  to 
rwi«  tbe  efforts  oT  tbeir  propbeta,  b^ettlbing 
WW.  and  Undly  atded  by  the  inSneflee  aH  the 
reto'uree*  of  tbai  Ooveriinest  wiib  wham  the 
bevorabte  Spacer  bat  poMied  oat  the  reDmka- 
U«  eorneidenee,  ibat  t^  very  day  after  thi 


Treaty  of  Port  AekMih  we 

of  peace.    Sir,  the  nild  pieeepia  ef  ear  gvapel 


d  aigned  a  prBte«ol 


dM  aot  reqnire  our  eoMrtry  to  (Bboit  To  -nich 
WTMe*.  He  woaM  ntatDtaio  that  iia  toidnet 
bid  Gen  correal!  it  was  not  marked  bv  tba< 
b«i|^v  and  dictatorial  spirit  whieb  had  beea 
aiti>bad  i«  it.  Bat,  ilr,  if  I  am  wronif,  and  tbe 
bodotaUc  Speaker  is  eonect,  open  whotn  la  tbe 
e<DB«r«  to  rest )  Tbe  ooDsttluied  atttborkies  of 
yottr  country  bad  adopted  (he  treaty;  ibe  Seaaie 
Md  ratified  asd  approved  it,  aod  this  House, 
nriAMr.  T.,  bava  carried  it  int«  effeet,  by  apprcK 
piiatioM  for  ibat  psfpase.  Sir,  oar  moatht  ar« 
closed  in  nprwure  silence;  it  ill  becoMes  ns  to 
oKst  tack  impinaiioin  npoo  the  Enoittive  of  onr 
Oa-HTBiUMti,  for  faJthfalff  dafeading  a  Uvedinf 
flMmier,  aad  carrying  luio  eflMt  a  (i«aiy  stao- 
lioDcd  by  every  department  of  hgidatiret  power. 
Bfaeh  less,  then,  ar«  we  la  cast  a  csMore  irpoa 
Hw  Major  Oenesal  wbeee  vilos  and  w^mwo  Ailt 
had  prumptly  termlttafed  a  war  Ducatenlag  in 
it*  nvsgas  to  desolate  a  HBler  Slate. 

Bui,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  what  cvnelotioa  dees  the 
awomeDi  tead,  that  this  Seiainale  war  was  the 
oApriBg  of  the  aevem  and  dieiatoriat  deoands 
oMoted  by  otir  eoaatry  in  the  Treaty  of  Fort 
Jkakaon  t  Would  geatleaMo  have  the  PiMideat 
M  wiib  ftdded  anas,  and  aaswer  m  tbe  snpptiea- 
lioas  of  a  UeeAiig  frontier,  "the  arm  of  iIm 
IMoB  shall  net  be  eiteiided  for  yoar  ratief,"  be* 
caaseoareodBtrywasin  ihe  wroap-baesnse  we 
bad  eieind  th«  war  hy  our  n^asi  exaetioas  in 
tlw  Treaty  of  irvft^hsoal  Would  gtaileiaen 
oa  tkismiiltd  eenswe  Qeneial  Jackson,  beeaase 
bvioo  old  not  paote  to  inqaire  iaio  tbeiastiee  of 
the  war;  but,  when  ordered  by  the  Ezeoaiire, 
be  flew  to  the  frontiei  tetileiueiits,  cMtylag  to 
them  succor  and  safely? 

Bat,  Mid  Mr.  T.,  we  have  been  told  Ifart  this 
war  was,  on  tbe  part  of  oor  coiMtry,  aa  offensive 
wlr;  and,  therefore,  it  did  not  come  within  the 
powers  of  the  Eiecotive  to  carrf  it  on;  and 
ilmalbre  A*  powers  of  this  Home,  and  its  right 


w  ptouoauee  oa  pwam  and  wMr,  bad  been  ia> 
vaded,  and  ew  Gottstjiufoa  bad.  Aas  been  vio- 
lated. I  am  extremely  entarrasstd  to  detetintoe 
bow  to  aatWM  this  o^cefioB ;  m  (Meciioa  prv 
seattog  an  asneet  to>  treHeadon.  The  prerega- 
tive*  of  this  Ua«se,  os  peace  aad  war,  ere  la* 
vaded-^he  CeaetmtioB  af  onr  eoantry  viditsd. 
Tbe  EievoiiVe  of  our  Oovetrtiaent,  ttpoa  bis  own 
respeitsibiUty,  bM  waged  an  oSfaaalve  war :  or  be 
ha*  satoariaaed,  and  sntMequeiidy  approved  et 
Oednal  Jaekso«*s  making  odensfre  war  epi»i  a 
defooeeless  Indian  tribe  1  Is  tbe  Seniaole  war 
offeasiveononrpan'?  At  the  last  seseioB  ofMs 
HoDsewe  speeiallf  amroprlMed  money  for  tbe 
snppori  of  this  war.  oh  my  ezetied  fecKag^ 
saM  Mr.  T.,  forbid  me  te  discuss  ibis  points 

Sir,  yoe  are  an  Amcrtcanl  Qo,  eomn  Ibe 
Ueadiag  soalin  of  your  aHirdervd  ooaatirnea,  of 
all  ages  and  snes,  found  by  Oeneral  JacksoD ; 
and  the*  retam,  aad  tell  to  this  House  if  tbis 
Searineie  war  was,  on  tbe  part  of  yoar  oovniry, 
aa  oAnsive  war!  Ted  this  House,  ateo.  if  yen 
advise  a  vote  of  ceasure  to  be  paesed  on  tbe  eoa- 
doet  of  either  the  Bseeative,  for  his  jnst  orders, 
ornpen  Oeamd  Jkelaion',for  dieoorerlog  npw«T4s 
of  tare*  hundred  dried  and  fifty  ftesb  eealps,  lettfa 
a  red  p<4e  erected  aa  the  beaeoa  of  Indtaa  ««■, 
and  crowned  wfib  th«  scalp  of  an  Ameriean 
ciibenl 

air,  said  Hf.  T.,  if  aa»  oenvct  tbac  the  Svmi* 
nok  btdiane  had  waged  an  iabvmaa  and  deeimo- 
live  war  upon  the  frontteta  of  Oeorgia,  it  beeamtf 
obligatory  upon  the  Saeeative  of  the  ITniou,  b«tb 
in  the  sptiii  aad  letter  of  bis  dvty,  ta  extend  tbe 
arao  of  OovernBeat  for  tbair  protection :  no  loaH 
ter  from  what  oanees  tbe  wn  was  prodaecd ;  »» 
manei  from  whence  its  origin,  h  was  MtBaieat 
that  »ri«ter  State  was  assailed,  aod  eailed  apon 
(ba  Union  for  defence.  lis  MnMeioB  by  tbe  Bx- 
eeativfrwaiM  jtiedy  have  laenrrcd  the  eeaetRa 
ot  ihls  Hinst.  Sir,  the  Frecideat  did  net  onic, 
its  tbisremect,  bis  duty.  He  called  OenerttJaek- 
soB  into  Ibe  field,  and  vested  bhn  with  dtaeia- 
tionary  poerees,  "  M  oaaeeMrtte  bis  feree,  aad  » 
adapt  tbe  aeeenan'  measaeee  to  terminate  tbv 
coonlet.*'    Qeneral  Jaekioa  fttmpHj  parfanaed 


bis  dniy ;  be  did  adopt  tbe  neeeeeai 
bebae  lerasinated  ibe  oonfiict;  '' 


aearyiaeasaMsi 
be  has  reported 


proved  by  tbe  PresideiM.   Hef  e,  tben,  said  Mr.  1  , 

the  aSkii  wltb  Qeuenl  Jachsen  is  at  an  ead.    Ha 

stands  justified  and  disebaig 

bne  bsea  tbe  iaetdeats  ia  t 

comhioi  of  ifaai  war,  eoeamitivd  u  _  , 

is  eaonenied  from  all  responeibiliiy.    Oood  i»- 

tentioaeand  a  Ibitbfnl  ezereiae  of -bis  diNwtioB, 


laiged}  whatever  laay 
a  tne  prtwtess  avi  tba 
mitivd  to  Sis  ctaHga,  be 


It  be  reoaf  red 
led.    The  Tf 


Tbis  is  not  doubled.  The  responeibilities  of  tba 
Motioa  are  iherefore  cast  upon  tbe  Bxeea- 
It  is  an  eftit  beivpsea  tbe  conniry  and  the 
President.  Mr.  T.  said  he  r^ieed  that  it  was ; 
for  he  had  no  idea  of  BxeCiHive  irrespensibiliiy. 
Hs  never  wuald  consent  ibat  a  natliiary  eCcer 
should  be  charged  with  discretionary  powers,  aoi 
tbea  be  held  mppnsible  for  anything  more  than 


TIT 
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I    good  iateotHwi^  and  g«ed  Mtb  in  ih«  perform- 
I    uiee  of  bii  tlnuti. 

I  But.  ha  Mid)  let  ma  dm  ba  mistudentood.  He 
f  diaalaimcd  anv  wisbtopfaraBt  ioqniry.  He  had 
.  no  daaira  to  enira  tot  Choaial  JaokMO  the  pro- 
teclioa  of  Eiecottve  reapoDtibilitr.  Itwoold  be 
doiag  iaiiMioa  (o  Uio  high  eharaclet  of  that  maa. 
A>d  be  MlitT«4  Ike  wkok  icoor  of  hit  eoaduct 
wwtld  bear  iba  itticMat  aaraiioy.  With  tbia 
Tiav,  aad  although  ha  thought  Choeral  Jacluoa 
waa  fuOdmlr  ae^Hiited  and  dbchargcd  by  Bx- 
eenliT«  apprabaiim,  ;ei  ha  ahoKld  now  moceed 
lo  exaKina  tha  pta^eia  of  iha  war;  and  he  in- 
vited the  follaat  tarvattigatioD. 

Sir,  taid  Hr.  T.,  I  hold  that  OeDetal  Jackson 
waa  TaaHd  with  fall  and  ample  powen  for  the 
enadtiot  of  the  Seaatoola  war.  The  orders  to 
bim  ware  diuratiooary;  Testing  in  blm  adequate 
aothoriir  for  every  eme^ney  that  might  t>e  in- 
cident to  ihe  Gampaigs.  Under  the  circamitan- 
cea,  isah  diMiaiionary  orders  were  correct.  He 
waa  about  lo  be  Immened  in  (he  wilderness, 
from  whence  he  could  neither  commonicale  or 
teaetve  informatioD  fr«m  the  War  Department. 
It  was,  (bercfere,  neocKary  to  coafide  lo  him  the 
whole  eonduct  of  the  war;  and  Ihe  orders  from 
the  War  Department,  eolleciively  coinidered, 
olaarly  vastad  in  him  ample  powera  for  every 
exigeney  that  (be  campaigD  might  require.  The 
foBCiiona  of  the  War  Department  were  expended 
in  the  amplitude  of  his  orders.  No  adoiiboal 
powers  could  have  been  given,  uder  any  state 
(rf  eircnmfeiBocea,  bad  the  War  Office  accompan- 
ied him  into  the  wilderness.  Hit  ample  and  dis- 
orationaTy  powera  embraced  every  case,  and 
covered  and  justified  hia  whole  couducL  Not, 
said  Hi.  T.,  that  lb«  orders  to  Qeneral  Jackson  ' 
coaldjiutify  him  in  doing  any  wreog — in  making 
an  efieoaiTe  war,  or  in  violating  a  neutral  (ern- 
loryj  but  wbatovar  act  waa  required  to  be  doue, 
whatever  the  events  of  the  war  jasiifled  lo  be 
done,  and  which  the  War  Office  might  have 
oidarad,  so  far  the  orders  to  General  Jackson  ez- 
teaded.  If  I  am  correal  in  ibis  poaiiim,  there  is 
an  end  to  all  qneaiton  about  vinatitn  of  orden; 
Qeneml  Jaekson  is  jnatiAed  i  and  the  question 
only  remains  between  the  Ezeentive  aad  the 


country. 

Sir,  said  Hr,  T~  with  a  view  to  a  full  nnder- 
■inndlng  of  the  orders  to  Qeneral  Jaekson,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  the  House  to  look  back  to  the 
staleof  tblofs,  and  the  orders  that  had  been  issued 
from  the  Mi'Br  DepaTliseni,  before  General  Jack- 
son took  eomsMnd.  The  State  of  Oeorgia  had 
suAred  by  serious  depTcdations  on  the  property 
of  her  frontier  settlements,  and  in  the  mawaete 
of  her  ciliaeni)  she  bad  called  for  the  aid  of  ibe 
Union  \  Qeneral  Oaiaei  bad  beeti  assigned  to  the 
eommaad  of  that  district}  aad  the  Qeneral  Qov- 
emmeal  bad  defflandcd  reparation  from  the  In- 
dians fer  past  aggressions.  In  a  letter  from  the 
War  Office  to  (Seneral  Ctaines,  30th  Oeiobcr,  1B17, 
speakiog  on  this  subject,  it  says,  "Should  the 
'Indians,  hotsever,  persevere  in  their  refusal  to 
'  make  such  reparation,iliBihe  wish  of  the  Presi- 
'  4ent  that  you  shoitid  not,  on  that  account,  pate 


■  the  line  and  make  an  aiUck  upon  them  within 
'  the  limits  of  Florida,  until  you  shall  have  re- 
'  ceived  further  iasiruoiions  from   this  Depati- 

■  meat."  In  a  letter  to  Qeoeral  Gaines,  2d  De- 
cember, 1817,  it  is  said,  "  The  state  of  onr  aego- 
'  tiitione  with  Spain  and  the  temper  manifested 
'  by  the  principal  Baropean  Powers,  make  it  im- 
'  politic,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  to  move- 
'  a  force  at  this  time  into  the  Spanish  poesenioaa,. 
'for  ibe  mere'-anrpose  of  chastising  the  Semi- 
'  noles  for  the  deptedatioDS  which  have  hereto- 

'  fore  been  committed  by  them."  On  the  9th  or 
December,  1617,  the  War  Department  wioie  to- 
Qeneral  Qaiaes,  after  speakiog  of  hostile  acts, 
"  Should  the  IndiaDs,  however,  assemble  in  force 
'  on  the  Spanish  side  of  the  line,  and  persevere  iu' 
'  committing  hostitilies  within  the  limits  of  ihft 
<  United  Slates,  you  will,  id  that  eveoL  exercise 
'  a  soood  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  croasing 
'  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  aiiaekiiig  ibem  and 
'  brntkiog  up  iheir  towns."  On  the  16th  Decem- 
ber, 1817.  aooiher  letter  says,  "  Should  the  Semi< 
'  nole  ladians  still  refuse  to  make  reparation  for 
'  their  outrages  and  depredations  on  the  citizens 

■  of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Preti- 
'  dent  that  you  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to 
'  march  across  the  Florida  line,  and  to  attack 
'  them  within  its  limits,  should  it  be  found  ne- 
'cessary:  unless  they  should  shelter  themselves 
*  under  a  Spanish  fort.  In  the  last  event,  you 
'  will  notify  this  Department."  In  this  situation 
of  the  orders,  Mr.  T.  said,  Genenl  Qaioes  w^ 
directed  to  go  to  Amelia  Island,  and  perform  eei- 
tain  duties  at  that  place.  Shortly  after  his  de- 
patturcj  such  further  intelligence  was  received  of 
inereasinjr  bosiilitie*  on  the  part  of  the  Indians, 
that  the  War  Department,  on  the  S6th  Decem- 
ber, 1617,  wrote  to  Qeneral  Gaiaea  at  Amelia 
Island,  informing  him  that  the  Seminole  war  had 
"aaiumed  to  serious  an  aspect"  "that  they  could 
not  be  brought  to  their  reason  without  the  actual 
use  of  forcej"  that  Qeneral  Jackson  had  been 
ordered  to  take  commaud — they  regretted  the 
absence  of  Qeneral  Qaines,  aad  "that  the  service 
should  be  deprived  of  his  well  known  skill  and 
vinlsnce,"  and  directed  him.  "if  hia  force  was 
sufficient,  to  penetrate  througn  Florid^  and  co- 
operate in  the  attack  on  the  Semiaoles."  On 
the  same  £6tb  December.  1817,  orders  were  issued 
to  Qeneral  Jackaon  to  take  command.  This  was 
the  first  order  issued  to  him :  and  it  recited  "  Ihe 
increasing  display  of  hostile  inteaiions  by  the 
Seminole  ladians;"  it  informed  bim  that  the 
regul&t  force  under  bis  command  was  eight  hun* 
dred ;  that  there  was  supposed  to  be  twenty-seven 
hundred  Indians ;  and  empowered  him  lo  call  on 
the  Bxecutives  of  the  adjacent  Slates  to  detach 
such  additional  military  torct  as  be  might  deem 
reanisite  to  beat  the  enemy.  This  order  also 
informed  him  that  General  Gaines  was  directed 
"  to  penetrate  from  Amelia  Island,  through  Flor- 
'  ida,  to  the  Seminole  towas,  if  his  force  would 
'justify  his  engaging  in  offeiuive  operationi. 
'  With  Ait  view,  you  may  be  prepared  to  con- 
'  centrale  your  force,  and  to  adopt  the  necessary 
'  measure*  to  terminate  a  conflict  which  it  ha& 
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'  tjet  been  the  deiire  of  (be  PresideDt,  Iiota  eon- 
<  eideiatioiia  of  huniBititT,  to  avoid,  but  which  i« 
'  now  made  necessary  bf  their  settled  hoslili* 
■•ties." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  on  thus  TeTiewint  the  orders 
which  hare  been  issaed  Trom  the  War  Depart- 
ment, the  House  cannot  fail  to  observe  the  cau- 
tious policy  and  proKreasiTe  steps  which  hare 
iofiDenced  and  marked  the  condoct  of  the  Cabi- 
net. Critically  situated  in  regard  to  our  foreign 
tdatioDB,  the  President  was  justly  anxious  to 
defend  the  frontier  of  Georgia,  and  yet  so  cau- 
tiously 10  measure  out  the  means  of  that  defence, 
M  not  to  ioTolve  our  country  in  an  European 
wu.  Hence  the  resErictiTe  and  besitatioc;  chai- 
aeter  of  the  orders  issued  to  Qeneral  Gaines; 
giadnally  relaxing  and  acquiring  pro^estiTe 
energy  in  proportion  to  the  aspect  of  lodun  hos- 
tilities. At  first  forbiddiog  Qeneral  Oaines  to 
cross  the  Florida  line — then  permitting  him  to 
cros^  if  necessary,  to  resist  new  aggressions — and 
finally  learing  it  to  the  exercise  ofhis  sound  dis- 
cretion, and  only  requiring  him  to  notify  the  de- 
partment in  case  the  enemy  took  shelter  under  ■ 
Spanish  fort. 

Dnder  afiairs  thus  situated,  the  Gorernment 
leceived  information  which  forbade  all  further 
heaitalioo — which  denied  all  further  caution. 
The  war  had  now  assumed  too  deep  a  dye  to  be 
longer  tampered  with;  it  must  now  be  met,  re- 
gardless of  consequences.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  is 
a  fact,  recited  in  one  of  the  letters,  but  not  gene- 
rally obietred  or  known  to  this  House,  that  the 
murder  of  Lieutenant  Scott,  and  his  detachment 
of  about  thirty  persons,  which  had  been  perpe- 
trated on  the  Chatahoochie  river,  in  October,  did 
BOteome  to  the  knowledse  of  ihePresideDt  until 
the  morning  of  the  26(h  of  December.  Sir,  it 
was  on  that  day  (hat  General  Jackson  was  order- 
ed 10  take  command.  It  was  this  new  informa- 
tion—it was  the  serious  aspect  which  the  war 
had  now  assumed,  which  called  General  Jackson 
into  the  field — which  induced  the  Cabi 


also  gives  explanation  and  meaning  to  the  lan- 
guage of  Oeaeral  Jackson's  orders.  In  all  the 
orders  previously  issued  to  General  Gaines,  some 
limitation  had  been  contained  ;  but  when  Gene- 
ral Jackson  was  ordered  to  command,  no  restric- 
tion was  suggested.  The  Cabinet  had  determin- 
ed upon  carrying  the  war  into  the  Seminole 
country,  and  hence  the  orders  to  General  Jackson 
■peak  of  a  force  "  to  justify  his  engaging  in  of- 
fensive operations,"  ■'  With  this  view."  With 
what  view  ?  said  Mr.  T.  "  With  this  view  of 
ofiensive  operations,  yon  are  to  adopt  the  neces- 
sarv  measures  to  terminate  the  conflict."  Sir, 
said  Mr.  T.,  can  language  be  more  explicit? 
Can  discietiooary  potik'er  and  general  autboiity 
to  an  officer  to  conduct  a  war  be  more  clearly 
delegated  1  But,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  gentlemen  yet 
doubt  ibe  fair  meaning  and  the  true  extent  of 
General  Jackson's  orders,  let  me  ask  them  to  looti 
at  the  letter  from  the  War  Department  to  Gov- 
ernor Bibb ;  not,  said  Mr.  T.,  as  giving  additional 


powers  to  General  Jackson,  but,  where  doubt  ia 
entertained,  as  giving  from  the  War  Department 
a  construction  of  its  own  orders.    And  what  does 
this  letter  to  Governor  Bibb  say?     "General 
Jackson  is  vested  with  full  powers  to  conduct  the 
in  the  manner  which  be  may  judge  IksL" 
ir,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  honorable  genuemen  are 
..»>  yet  satisfied,  I  will  ask  their  attention  to  the 
message  of  the  President,  made  to  this  House  en 
the  35lh  of  March  last.    -'  The  enclosed  docu- 
'  ments  show  that  ibe  hostilities  of  this  tribe  were 
unprovoked — the  ofispring  of  a  spirit  longeher- 
ished,  and  often  manifested  towards  the  IJiiited 
States ;  and  that  in  the  present  instance  it  was 
extending  itself  to  the  other  tribes,  and  daily  aa- 
sumiog  a  more  serious  aspect.    As  soon  aa  the 
nature  and  object  of  this  eocabinatian  were  per- 
ceived,  the  Major  General  commanding   Iha 
Southern  division  was  ordered  to  the  theatre  of 
action,  charged  with  the  management  of  the 
'  war,  and  vested  wilh  the  powers  necessarf  to 
'  live  it  effact."    Will  genllemeo  ask  for  more^ 
But,  sir,  there  is  still  another  and  a  difiereat 
aspect  in  which  the  orders  to  General  Jackaoa 
-jght  to  be  viewed.    He  was  not  only  by  thoM 
rders  charged  with  the  management  of  the  war, 
ltd  vested  with  the  powers  necessary  to  give  it 
eSect,  but,  sir,  it  will  be  found,  on  reference  to  tb« 
document!),  that  he  was  also  commissioned  to  in- 
flict speedy  and  merited  chasiisemeot  on  the  de- 
luded Seminoles."    In  the  order  from  the  Wu 
)epartmenl  of  16th  January,  1618,  he  was  (old  : 
The  honor  of  the  United  States  reqaires  thst 
the  war  wilh  the  Seminoles  shontd  ot  tcrmias- 
led  speedily,  and  with  exemplary  puniahiaeiit 
'  for  hostilities  so  unprovoked."    In  a  letter  frona 
the  War  Department,  of  Febraary  S,  1818,  ha  ia 
told,  "the  confidence  reposed  in  your  skill  aad 
'  promptitude  assures  us  that  peace  will  be  reator- 
'  ed  on  such  conditions  as  will  make  it  honorable 
'  and  permanent." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  in  addition  to  the  diaereliooa- 
ry  power  and  general  authority  vested  in  Qeae- 
ral  Jackson,  for  Iha  management  of  the  war,  he 
was  also  required,  Jn  the  progress  of  that  war,  to 
juflict  merited  chastisement  upon  the  deluded  In- 
dians, with  such  exemplary  punishment  fax  their 
unprovoked  hostilities  as  would  be  calculated  to 
deter  them  from  future  wars,  and. render  the 
peace  "  permanent."  This  ie  the  frank  and  fiur 
consitnction  lo  be  given  to  the  orders  of  General 
Jackson.  Whatever  has  been  done  in  the  pri>> 
gress  of  the  war,  comes  not  only  within  the  spirJL 
but  within  the  leller  ofhis  instructions.  Will 
gentlemen  yet  talk  of  vioUied  orden,  and  propose 
a  vote  of  censure  for  cruelties  inflicted  by  him) 
No,  sir.  General  Jackson  stands  justified  by  hit 
instructions,  which  he  has  promptly  and  faithful- 
ly obeyed.  If  there  is  any  censure  to  arise  from 
the  transaction,  it  must  rest  upon  the  fountain 
from  which  his  instructions  emanated.  But,  said 
Mr.  T.,  there  ia  do  cause  for  censure.  The  erisis 
called  for  decisive  measures.  It  was  a  high  aod 
important  trust.  The  President  wisely  cooGded 
its  execution  to  the  discretion,  the  wisdom,  aod 
the  valor  of  the  commanding  General,  who,  thank 
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God,  &id  failed  lo  mMl  tb«  juit  ezpeciations  of 
his  eouDtrr  in  no  einele  instance. 

[When  Mr.  T.  had  proceeded  Ihus  far  in  his 
apeecb,  the  Committee,  on  molion  of  Mr.  Poih- 
DIZTIR,  tote,  and  the  Mouse  adjouraed.] 

Satdkdat,  JaamiT  33. 

The  Spbakbr  preieated  to  the  Honie  a  letter 
MMreued  to  bi«,  Biffoed  hj  Elias  B.  Caldwell, 
Waller  Jones^  and  Francis  8.  Ke;,  a  committee 
of  the  American  Colonizatioa  Society,  accoro- 
panied  with  an  iccoont  of  the  meuares  pursued 
Of  the  •oeielf  for  accomplishing  the  great  object 
of  it*  insitiDtion,  and  of  the  resall  of  their  in- 
qniriea  and  researches;  as  also',  of  docnmenis 
abowing  the  nnlawfol  participation  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  the  African  slave  trade; 
which  laller,  aud  its  accorapaojring  documents, 
Waa  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
HaBDBB,  MiLi.8,  and  Campbe!.!^  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  HEitDBiCKa,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  ihe  eipedieocf  of  establishing  additional 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  IndiaDB. 

A  meuage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
■ot  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish,"  with  an 
ameodment,  in  which  iher  ask  (be  coDcorrence 
of  this  House. 

The  atnendmeDt  was  concorred  ia  by  the 

HOOH. 

MONUMENT  TO  DE  KALB. 

Hr.  RiBD  submitted  the  followiag  preamble 
and  lesolotion : 

Whenaa  a  naahitiDn  wn  pund  b;  the  Consrea 
ef  Ihe  Vnitad  State*,  en  Ibe  14lh  daj  of  October,  in 
the  Mtowin*  w«rd«,  to  wh : 

"  MmeJMd,  niat  a  mmmmMit  be  coeoted  to  the 
mtnmy  ef  the  late  Mqor  Genanl  the  Baioa  de  Kdb, 
in  the  citr  of  Annapelb,  in  the  State  of  Maiybnd, 
^ritb  Ihe-Mlowing  insetiptieB ; 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  fiaion  de  Kalb, 
Knight  of  the  Boyil  Order  of  Htlitaij  Merit,  Brif^in 
of  tbe  armiM  of  France,  and  Msjot  OeaenJ  in  the 
■srriee  rf  the  United  Slate*  of  Aneiica;  hanng 
■arved  with  hanoi  and  repntatioa  for  three  jeaia,  he 
gave  a  last  and  gjoriooa  proof  of  his  attachment  to 
tbe  Ubeitiei  of  mankind,  and  the  causa  of  Aneiioa,  is 
the  action  near  Camden,  in  the  State  of  Sonth  Caio- 
Una,  on  the  IBth  of  AoEnsli  I'^^i  when,  leading  on 
the  troop*  of  the  Maryland  and  Delawaie  Unes,  against 
Riperior  Dnmhen,  and  animating  by  hi*  eiaapla  to 
deeds  of  tbIot,  he  wa*  [riereed  with  many  wounds, 
and,  OD  the  IMh  foUewhig,  expired,  in  the  40tb  year 
of  hi*  age.  Tbe  Cengieaa  ef  the  United  State*  of 
America,  in  gntitoda  to  his  seal,  ■errke*,  and  merit, 
haia  aiMiad  ihii  nonamenL" 

Sfohtd,  tkvtfart.  That  the  afiingmng  raadnlion 


nport  a  bill  tioio  to  carry  the 

Hr.  Hbbobr  adTocated  tbe  adoption  of  this 
letolution  at  some  length,  and  with  mncb  ardor; 
urging  in  its  support  Ihe  raloable  serrices  of  the 
Bwon  da  Kalb,  his  gallant  character,  and  iUos' 


s  death  in  defence  of  the  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence of  Ihe  United  States,  &e. 

Mr.  Addbrsoh,  of  Eenlucky,  in  reply,  said  be 
would  nerer  give  bis  rote  for  a  mooumenl,  or 
any  other  memoriBi  to  anv  subordinate,  or  an^ 
foreign  officer,  no  matter  now  meritorious  their 
serrices,  so  long  as  the  remains  of  Wabhinoton 
lay  neglected.  He  referred  to  the  resolution  now 
before  the  Senate,  proposing  an  equestrian  statue 
lo  WASHtnaTON;  and  said,  when  that  had  been 
adopted,  it  would  be  then,  and  not  till  then,  fair, 
and  proper  lo  propose  similar  honors  for  other 
RerolutiODaTV  worthies.  Mr.  A.  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rbbd  said  it  was  true  that  a  proposition 
was  now  before  the  Senate  to  carry  into  effect 
the  resoloiioQ  of  the  Old  Congress  which  rated 
an  equestrian  siaine  for  General  WASBiNaTOH, 
hut  whether  that  should  pass  or  nol  ought  not  to 
interfere  with  the  present  motion,  and  the  fate  of 
that  propositioQ  would  not  prerent  him,  Mr.  R. 
said,  from  catling  on  this  House  lo  carry  into 
effect  a  law  passed  nearly  forty  years  ago,  and  to 
which  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation  were 
pledged.  If  Congress  erected  no  monument  to 
Washinotoh,  it  would  be  no  fault  of  his;  he 
would  go  as  lar  as  any  gentleman  in  obtaining 
it.  There  was,  Mr.  R.  said,  a  law  of  the  Old 
Congress  directing  a  monument  to  Montgomery 
in  the  city  of  New  York ;  it  had  been  neglected 
by  the  nation:  but  the  Stale  of  New  Tork,  toils 
lasting  credit,  bas  performed  that  duly  itself,  aniL 
in  the  coarse  of  last  year,  remored  the  bones  of 
the  immortal  Montgomery  from  the  spot  where 
be  fell,  to  the  land  which  he  had  so  gloriously  de- 
fended. Propositions  had  been  frequently  brought 
forward  in  this  House,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  erect  a 
memorial  of  some  kind  to  WAaHinoTon,  but,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  they  were  nerer  carried. 
It  had  been  said,  tbe  page  of  history  perpetuated 
the  glory  of  WASHnioTOtt;  but  was  not  a  monn- 
ment  also  a  history,  in  which  erery  one  might 
read  Dot  oilly  the  rirtae:)  of  Ihe  man,  but,  also, 
ibegratitude  of  his  country?    Certainly  it  was. 

The  question  to  lay  Mr.  Rebd'b  motion  on  the 
table  was  carried — yeas  76,  nays  43. 
SBHINOLE  WAS. 

The  Uottsa  then  proceeded  again  to  the  con- 
sideration, in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
TuRT  in  the  Chair,)  of  the  report  of  the  Military 
Committee,  and  the  amendmenti  offered  thereto 
by  Mr.  Cobb. 

Mr.  Tallkadod  reenmed  tbe  floor.  He  re- 
capitulated the  poiniB  which  he  had  eadeaTored 
to  .establish  in  his  remarks  of  yesterday.  He 
urged  some  additional  reasons  in  support  of  his 
construction  of  the  orders  and  ibe  powers  to  Gen- 
eral  Jackson. 

But,  aaid  Ui.  T.,  before  we  progress  with  Gen- 
eral Jackson  in  bis  condnct  of  the  war,  it  is  pro- 
per for  this  House  to  notice  some  collateral  cir- 
oanuiaDecB  which  greatly  tend  to  elucidate  the 
motires  connected  with  ihis  transaction.  Sir,  it 
was  tbe  Slate  of  Georgia  which  called  upon  the 
Union  for  defence.    This  Stale  baa  often  soflered 
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th«  cruellias  of  Indian  wiTfare.  In  1793  and  4, 
under  the  AdmiDutratioD  of  WaikJDflOD,  a  bloody 
Indian  war  wa«  way ed  opon  Oeargia.  She  Iben 
called  upon  ihe  Union  foi  defence,  and  Ofloeral 
Waahiogion  attigDed  for  her  proleclion  what  he 
con^dered  a  compecaot  military  foioe.  The 
Slate  of  Georgia  wat  dissaii^ed,  aad  complained 
of  the  inadequacy  of  the  defense.  Thai  Stale 
ordered  onL  npon  ber  own  respontibility,  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  of  about  one  thouaand  five 
hundred  nun.  The  expenses  ioenrred  for  ibis 
force  were  neatly  one  hundred  and  forly  iheu- 
mbH  dollars,  and  which  sum,  ibe  Slate  of  Georgia 
has  contended,  oogbt  in  justice  to  be  assumed 
and  refunded  by  the  General  GoTcrnmeiU.  Sir, 
they  hare  ottea  petitioned  for  the  payment  of 
this  claim.  SeveDleAn  different  timn,  and  in 
different  shaui,  applications  for  these  expenses 
hare  been  before  lois  House.  Sir.  it  was  only  at 
the  last  seeiion  of  this  Congress,  thai  the  subject 
of  lbs  Oeorffia  militia  claims  was  discussed  on 
this  floor.  It  was  then  that  the  henorahle  gen- 
tleman  from  Oeorgla.  (Mr.  Cobb,)  spoke  so  ar- 
dently in  (heir  behalf,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks  he  took  occasion  to  give  this  House  a 
minute  and  feeling  description  of  an  Indian  mas- 
sacre, and  the  daotfers  aDd  sufferings  of  a  Ireniier 
settlement.  I  wisl,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  was  blessed 
with  the  eloquent  powers  of  ihat^Dileman,  (Ur. 
Cobb.)  1  would  rehearse  to  this  House  the  ap- 
peal be  then  made.  It  would  enable  gentlemen 
iba  belter  to  appreciate  the  public  services  of 
Genenl  Jackson,  in  bringing  to  a  speedy  termi- 
nation the  recent  war,  and  under  au^  "  chastise- 
ment" and  merited  "punishmenl''focunproToked 
hostilities,ashadrendered  the  peace  "permaDent," 
and,  he  hoped,  had  freed  our  Msler  Slate  from 
future  dangers.  Sir.  said  Mr.  T.,  it  was  my  for- 
tune, on  that  occasion,  to  oppose  the  Georgia 
claims.  I  opposed  them  on  the  ground  thai  I 
never  would  permit  a  State  to  act  not  only  inde- 
pendently of,  hut  iaopposiiion  to,  the  detetmina- 
lion  of  ine  General  Ctoverament.  Bit,  said  Idr. 
T.,  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Cobb,}  has 
told  us  that  "  he  loved  biscountry — that  he  loved 
the  Constitution."  Mr.  T.  said  be  reciprocated 
this  sentiment,  with  some  addition.  I  too  love 
my  cotutry— I  too  love  tka  Cbnatitution ;  and,  in 
aMitioD,  said  Ur.  T.,  I  lov«  iha  Unian.  And 
wktiever,  and  as  often  w  iba  cata  may  ovciir, 
that  a  Biau  shall  Attempt  to  aai  separata  aad  in- 
depandeni  of  the  Oenenl  Gavatuaant,  winthet 
■nch  case  shall  occur  either  at  the  Bouih  or  al 
the  Bast,  he,  for  one,  would  never  eoDsent  to.pay 
the  expenses  of  Ibeir  aepaiata  traMUtiona.  If 
snoh  aprincii^e  be  «D«e  adopted,  said  Hi.  T., 
fateweA  to  the  Constitniion  whien  gestlenen  >o 
much  love  I  farewell  to  that  Oiion  which  alcne 
secures  the  only  rational  hope  of  future  happinoas 
to  oiv  aonntty  I  But,  said  Mr,  T.,  while  it  w«s 
■0  important  never  to  permit  a  State  to  act  sepa- 
nte  and  independent  from  the  Qeii«al  Govera- 
ment,  or  in  any  manner  to  diaregud  the  determi- 
sation  of  the  constiiiued  aathoriliee  of  the  Union, 
it  followed,  as  a  consequence  eqaally  important 
and  neeessary,  that  Ihe  Union  shunid  pomptly 


,  did  not  pivparly  appreeiata 
I  hoaiilittei,  noc  uuwiesdy 
offerings  of  a  frontier  war. 


and  efieeluallyiMifom iu  dwira  to  the  8mmk 
The  Stale  of  Georgia  had  before  toflered  usdei 
Indian  honilittes,  and  she  bad  covpbaned  of  i«- 
jastioefton  iheUnioo,  byantasaScienideCeiMM, 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  was  only  last  Winter  ^m, 
I  heard  it  said  upon  this  floor,  that  gentlemen 
who  resided  on  the  Allanlic  coast,  and  contigu- 
ous to  Ihe  large  cities,  did  noipr— "*'"  " — — — ■- 
the  horrors  <M  Indian  boaiilitte 
sympaihiK  in  the  sufferings  o 
When  the  Georgia  daiffis  were  rejected,  it  «a» 
more  than  intinaied  that,  md«r  such  eireunr 
suooes  of  supposed  iojustica,  the  Union  wu  an 
injury  rather  tbaa  a  blessing.  The  Represeatft- 
lives  of  Georgia  said  that  tM  Seminole  war  waa 
then  raging  on  tbeir  frontier,  and  the  Union  hai 
not  provided  tbem  anr  ade^oale  dt/ence-  Sir, 
said  Mr.  T.,  General  Cfainti  who  then  eomman^ 
ed  on  that  ironiier,  wa^  la  nrirale  conversntieB 
on  this  flootj  and  he  believed  he  might  any  even 
in  public  opiaion,  severely  eeDturedTorbia  iad»- 
leal  and  inefficient  management  of  ihe  war.  It 
was  thea  asked  of  toe,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  how  Genorsl 
Gaines,  who  had  acquitted  himself  so  weU  in  the 
Norlhern  campaign  during  ■!><  I*ie  wax,  and  b«d 
shown  himself  such  a  periect  Hotspur  in  iattle, 
could  so  supinely  waste  his  time  on  the  Southern 
frontier?  Sir,  said  Mr.  T,  so  much  did  the 
character  of  General  Gaines  stffiir  in  pubUe 
opinion,  one  year  from  ihia  time,  from  his  inacttoa 
on  the  Florida  line,  that  it  was  oftea  asked  if  hit 
wonnds  and  his  years  had  not  impaired  his  mil- 
itary talents?  Qeorgia  did  not  hesitate  to  e:^ 
press  her  dissatisfaction.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  CoBfl)  WW  heard  upon  this  floor,  and 
her  eomplataie,  throuali  the  mMlnmof  the  pnMic 
prints,  were  tent  forth  to  the  eonatry.  Sir,  tbe 
orders  fiom  the  War  DapanneM  to  Oewwl 
Gaines,  h*ve  snhaeqaendy  Men  puhlislMd.  Mr. 
T.  said  he  rejoiced  they  were  :  it  vans  bm  aMaal 
of  jostiee  to  General  Oaiaes  ihai  tbaea'«*dets 
sbeuUbekoairntDi^apebliej  aorf  he  beped  itM 
pubUe  wMuld  east  back  ihets  noBUeciioa,  and  d» 
justice  to  his  character.  Sir,  thaee  erdero  new 
shaw  that  the  inaetion  oC  the  eanpaign  wee  not 
the  tailt  of  Oeneral  Gaines ;  he  wtt  limrted  mi 
It  was  the  caniioQs  policy  of  the 
of  the  Oeoeral, 
.  inger  on  the  Florida 
line.  Sotirbeii  (be  murder  of  Scott's  deuchmentt 


CnUaet,«a4  nei  the  sopiaeDesi  o1 

longlingf 

■derofSci       , 

asd  of  kfr.  Garret's  ftm^,  with  various  othu 
aggresdoiu,  were  nude  koown,  aceompanied  with 
ine  recollection  of  the  past  cincumsUMce*  oT  coor 
plaint  on  the  patt.of  Georgia,  and  with  the  koowl* 
edge  of  hex  disaaiisfactioo  of  the  incfEKiUal  d» 
fence  afforded  to  bar  by  the  Uniou.  the  Pieatdasi 
aould  ne  longer  hteiiata.  Sere  than,  anid  Me. 
T.,  you  see  the  con^ned  cauata  that  ealled  On* 
eral  Jackson  into  the  fieU.  Hare  you  t^aiinie 
the  motives  that  imhiaed  the  PresideH  to  delegate 
to  hira  diseretionary  power  aitd  ample  aathMtiy 
to  adopt  the  necessary  meaaaiea  to  terminate  tlie 
conflict  with  such  ehastiaement— with  such  ner- 
ited  punishment—as  woald  seonre  a  speedy  and 
permanent  peaee.  Here  too,  sii^  yen  diseorei  the 
causes  which,  ta  addition  to  Oenct«l  Jaokson't 
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hmmm  pnmpliMdt  of  (Aanntiv  iariMtri  hin  tiy 
*im  ft*d  e«eig«tio  MrfbHUOC*  irf  hi*  crAaBK 
Bo^ab^weateBawMldthtra  bM  baea  too  nMieh 
pMMptiti4e  »mi-  mo  m«)h  '^^fgj  "Md  kr  r 
•Mt  JacfcioB  io  U*  BSMgeBMai  of  tbw  wk. 
ai»mo  loUthM  h«  bap  OMHpad  tbe  pown  of 
tlM  Howe,  md  TiotetMl  the  OoMMinuioi  ' 
iMlteaofttisn  war  on  iho  SomiaalBi ;  ud 
under  nil  innitictioBs  to  ehtsiiae  and  panitb,  bt 
bu«MtiBht«d  onMltka  wincb  bs«e  stHscd  tbe 
boaor  of  Ml  cowitrT-  Sir,  from  wbnt  loamedo 
w»  bMi  ibaM  aeoiiHlioiu  1  It  ii  from  tbe  Rep- 
itwMMivM  *f  Gaaifia.  It  wu  onlf  htt  Winur 
tbeboftoraUo  moT«  of  tb«  T»«I«tioi»  fat  eentare 
■dked  and  obtaiwd  ffont  tbls  Hodm  » law,  pro- 
Tidiag  fbr  extra  pay  sad  raiiaai  ta  lb«  QMrgia 
miliiM,vIuiibbadbe«ndetaabadia  ibeSsminole 
wnrv  LiHia  did  I  tb«n  txptot  lo  bear  flam  tbat 
MBllaiBaB  ifaal  tbia  wac  ma  ofifaaaif  •  o&  oar  pari. 
Uttle  «omU  (be  PietidaBi  b«ve  amietpated  irbea 
bt  f**<  Didar*  M  oioaa  tbe  Fterida  tiaa,  aad  paa^ 
•Hate  tbe  wildanea*.  in  tba  oeoeaaary  defeoca  of 
QooMia)  that  tbe  ElepreaeiMalina  of  Qeorgia 
wama  baiba int tvooatplatn.  Uiileeaold  Gnn* 
aMl  Jaekaon  bar*  aMktpatad,  wban  ba  eneouo- 
Uaad  tbe  fatinni  aad  tb»  panliof  the  eaEapaign. 
wka«  he  patbia  ehaiacta*  aad  lifa  on  it*  erwai, 
Ibat  tba  BepieHa^ttres  of  Oaorgia  woald  be  the 
fiiat  to  caat  cenaure  opoa  U»  fei  too  m«ch  aaargr 
ia  tbeia  difcaee }  radwa  did  ha  expeat  that  ibay, 
in  connaaB  witti  ibair  eavMrf,  would  look  wiui 
abe»ifB|BBieya  npoo  tba  perfoinumea  of  hiabigb 
aadaiiMal  Mtiaa;  radnaWiaataadof  ajealoaa 
tanitny  of  hie  eondaet,  wbapa  good  intealioat 
ware  arideai,  thaf  would  rather  applaud  than 
eenaure,  and  that  where  they  ooold  BOt  jaatyy, 
tbry  would  at  JeaatfbrgiTe.    Bai,  aaid  H>.  T.,  if 


baa  bean  fiolaied,  il  oofbt  lo  be  proalaimcd  lo 
tba  oaMoUf.  Ha  rcfoieed  ihera  were  UDtbaieB 
V  aaSoiaai  spinl  aad  wmneaa  to 


a  Geaisia,  (Mr.  Coaa,) 
ha  did  BOt  aMBtioB  ai  maitei  of  seaiuaiion,  but 
aacBaaiJar eattneada^ai.  He poinled  it  OM  aa 
a  mra  iaataaoa  of  paliiieal  iotef  rity— of  an  aiaeaa 
IB  poliiieal  f  inne,  wUeh  WMdd  not  anSat  oar 
powaa  to  be  ioradad  whiah  aoold  aot  •■na  wink 
at  a  TicrialioB  af  tba  Coaatittlion,  akbouch  tha 
eaaaeoCtbeuiTaiioB,«Bd  theanlnaet  of  tbavio- 


■olnaet 
ktion,  riMvU  ba  the  deAoee  of  tha  ooatlitaenia 


ordan^  laqairlaf  tuai  to  take  comnuwd,  ai  Naah- 
TiU«,  on  the  ISA  of  Jaimwy,  181S.  This  gtaal 
miUtary  C^aptuB  kniBadiately  ooaaoieBeed  bit 
opantiaoi ;  aad  •oeb,  aald  Ur.  T.,  km  been  (be 
rapidity  of  hia  nMaaaraa,  and  tha  vdociiy  of  hia 
laavcMaata,  xkmt  the  longaoof  the  aarrator  eaa 
•aavcdf  keep  pace  W^h  bia  maieb.  He  iiiuB»- 
diaiaiy  aaaouBaed  an  a^WBl  to  the  pairiotum  of 
tba  TanBaasae  Tolantaen,  to  aceomiWDy  bim  in 
hia  mpeditioB ;  aad  he  made  a  reqniiition  for  a 
dataebineDt  of  Geoqia  militia.  The  first  eaaM 
fanh  at  hie  call,  aad  tha  acefflid  wer^  ia  proecM  | 


oftMBe^datachadandpaepared  wjotahiBU  TUa 
foiee.BBited  with  bis  regulw  iroopi  and  sobu 
fiiendly  ladiana,  were  ooncentrated  at  FortSoait. 
Wiibeal  the  neam  or  the  poeMbility  i^  tranqnp- 
tatioa,  General  Xaebaoo,  on  tbe  28th  of  HBreh, 
«ad  with  only  tight  days'  pvoriHon,  lnT)B|| 
baaviely  deionaiaed  "  to  aobaiat  on  the  eneoiir?' 
tort  ap  bis  line  of  mBteh  from  Fort  Seoti.  Ha 
eatcred  the  BBauloiad  wildctneM  ;  be  cioaaed 
the  Florida  linc)  Maoimbt  and  found  the  Indira 
eaemp  is  tbeir  faataeia ;  he  Tanfniabed  tbem,aBd 
deatrored  their  towast  la  his  paraoii  of  the  im- 
bodied.  fi^Was,  ba  found  St.  Matka  was  ibe 
MBrce  of  their  supplies,  aad  that  it*  ponessioB 
waa  ibreataBad  by  bis  enuay.  U«  oocopied  that 
riaee,  aod  from  thenee  directed  hti  mai«b  to 
Penaaaola,  from  wheoee  he  drore  oat  the  lodiane 
who  bad  fled  there  for  sbebar,  and  tot  oew  tup- 
ptie&  He  alt*  oecupied  ttac  place,  with  tbe 
fortran  of  Barancai ;  aad  on  the  SSih  of  Hay 
tcnainated  a  wai  which  had,  for  more  iban 
aged  your  frontier,  and  was 
«r  ladiau  tribes.  Sir,  said 
.  is  tke  inoidentsof  this  campaignjso 
it*  progrcas— so  briUiant  initi  exeeutiai^ 
and,  ia  his  opionn,  m  replete  wiUi  importaal  aad 
*       "  '  '  resalts,  that  giToa  rke  U     ' 


hae  been  entered}  tbe  posts  (^  SL  Marks  aad 
Peniacola  bare  been  taken ;  two  IndMo  ebia£|, 
and  two  British  snbjeel^  Arbalbnot  and  Andxis- 
ter,  hare  been  executed  ;  and,  said  Hr.  T.,  I  ra- 
iaiee  at  tbase  events.  I  honor  rather  ibaa  Uame 
iba  Ocoeral  who  had  the  fimwesa  lo  deleinine 
and  give  eSeet  to  saeh  meaearea.  In  avowing 
tbia  opiniott,  said  ba,  I  am  coa&dent  I  do  but 
speak  the  ^tinioB  of  oar  oation. 

W«  have  been  nailed  ^toa,  said  Mr.  T.,  to 
produce  tba  lawa  of  natioiM,  which  will  josray 
iheaa  proeeadings.  I  maiataiB,  said  be,  that  the 
prinei^s  apen  whieh  tbe  laws  of  natioaa  be> 
iwaeB  ibe  free  QoveniHMota  of  Burope  are 
favadtd,  when  rightly  Badetaiood,  de  eaabiaee 
and Jaatify  aU  the  pteceedings.  But,  said  Mr. 
T.,  I  aball  aot  undcrtde  the  labor  of  the  arffu- 
manl  in  tUa  point  of  view.  It  is  safficieai  H>r 
my  potpeae  Kt  aay,  tbat  that  syatom  of  national 
iawi^  esiaUithad  by  eommon  sonaent  of  bub- 
kind,  aa  a  rale  of  aetion  betMaa  &ce,  separate, 
— I  --->-peD^^  Oeretameata.  baa  no  appUea- 

le  pseaaai  case.    Tha  history  of  Buro^ 

aiinds  bo  parallel  to  Ibe  present  eircBmitanees, 
and  comid  net  ba  expected  lo  have  provided  a 
rale  for  the  present  esse.  There  is  not  an  ia- 
'  noe  IB  EHope,  where  one  naiioB,  eotiag  upon 
own  itsagca,  and  claiwng  to  have,  aa  a  na- 
tioB,  tbe  power  of  making  peace  and  war,  reaided 
within  the  limits  aad  boandarie*  of  anv  other 
aovereign  aad  indcfwodeat  naltoo.  Sir,  the  Flo* 
ridas  were  not  a  aeairal  territory^it  waa  the 
teriitory  of  your 'enemy.  There  be  resided^ 
from  there  he  isswd  from  bis  lastoesses,  crosaed 
the  boaadary  line, and  depredated  yourproperty, 
aad  murdered  your  ciilzens;  and  when  you  pnt- 
sDcd  him,  it  was  there  he  fled  for  safety.  Sir,  I 
repeal,  Florida  was  not  a  aeoiral  lertitory.    It 
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wa«  ibe  Gonatrf  of  yoiiT  enemri  nwd  and  oocd- 
med  by  hiru;  and,  as  snch,  70a  had  a  rigbl,  and 
It  b«cRm«  year  dut;  lo  enter  it,  in  the  punaii, 
and  Tot  the  Gubjngation  of  that  eaemy.  But  ir 
gentleEnen  will  insist  00  calliag  this  a  neutral 
teTriloiy,  I  ask,  what  are  il*  conseqaences  ?  Id 
eveiv  page  of  those  Dalional  laws,  apon  which  lO 
much  reliaoce  has  been  placed,  the  GorcrameDl 
of  a  neutral  couatry  is  made  responsible  for  th« 
condaet  of  person*  within  its  limits.  If  snch 
OoTemmeDt  amborizes  any  acts  of  hostile  ag- 
greisioo,  it  becomes  jnst  caase  of  war.  If  onau- 
ihorized  and  dissvowed  hostile  ineDnions  are 
made  from  its  territoties,  it  is  no  caose  of  war, 
bnt  is  considered  as  sadden  irrnptions  bursting 
forth  upon  an  adjoining'  nation,  who,  froia  the 
circtims lances  ana  necessilf  of  (he  case,  is  vetted 
with  full  right  and  ample  authority  to  tise  the 
requisite  means  and  force  to  prevent  such  irrup- 
tions, and  provide  for  thetr  own  safely  and  de- 
fence. As  B  neutral  (errilory,  therefore,  we  bed 
a  right  to  enter  it  in  self-defence,  and  for  out  own 
safety.  Gentlemen  maf  not  atrree  on  what 
gronod  it  was  entered.  It  is  sufficient  for  my 
purposes  to  say,  that  on  either  or  both  these 
gronnds  we  did  enter  this  territory,  and  my  heart 
approves  of  the  result.  3ir,  mark  ibe  coincidence 
of  discordant  circumstances.  Aibuthnot  and 
Ambrister,  two  English  emissaries,  in  a  neutral 
Spanish  territory,  iosiisaitng  a  savage  war  upon 
a  peaceful  American  State !  When  our  Gav- 
ernment  complain,  the  British  Minister  answers 
they  have  not  jurisdiction  out  of  their  own  coun- 
try, and  cannot  prevent  the  evil  The  Spaoish 
Governor  says  he  has  not  the  power  to  control 
Indians  and  English  subjects^  and  worthy  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  tell  us  it  is  a  neutral  country, 
and,  therefore,  we  cannot  help  ourselrea.  Were 
ever  doctrine*  advanced  so  preposterous?  Had 
General  Jackson  listened  to  such  reasoning — had 
be  lettirned  with  such  argameois  aa  the  only  re- 
sult of  bis  catnpeiga— what  would  have  been  the 
lanffuageof  our  bleeding  frontier?  And,  because 
he  aid  not,  a  vote  of  censure  is  solemnly  proposed. 
Bnt,  sir,  81.  Marks,  a  Spanish  post,  has  been 
taken.  Adirert  to  the  documents  on  this  poLni, 
and  it  will  clearly  appear  that  this  place  was  in 
use,  and,  in  fact,  a  m»e  depot  for  Indian  supplies, 
and  was,  in  addition,  so  weak  and  ine&eeiually 
garrisoned,  that  there  was  just  eanae  to  appre- 
hend the  Indian  enemy  wonfd  lake  posiesaiao  of 
it.  A  belligerent  is  clearly  entitled  "to  seiie, 
'  and,  temporarily,  to  occupy  and  even  garrison 

■  a  post  of  a  neutral  country,  in  order  to  prevent 

■  the  designs  of  his  enemy  ia  seizing  the  place, 

■  whenever  the  sovereiigD  of  the  country  is  not 

■  able  to  defend  it."  This  principle  alone,  said 
Hr.  T.,  would  justify  the  occupation  of  St. 
Marks.  But  the  case  is  much  aliengthened  when 
we  consider  it  as  a  post  of  a  neutral  country,  be- 
tween whose  sovereign  and  ourselrea  is  a  treaty, 

'  in  which  Bjiain  had  solemnly  pledged  herself  to 
keep  in  subjection  the  Indians  within  its  limits, 
and  10  prevent  any  hostilities  from  them,  upon 
our  frontier.  Every  obligation  of  national  law, 
u  well  as  the  laith  of  treaty  atipulatior    '-— 


her  to  the  performance  of  this  duty.  Ifher  in- 
beoitity  prevented  the  observance  of  her  obliga- 
tions, or  the  tinauthorized  eondnet  of  its  Govei- 
n<»  allowed  hostilities  to  be  carried  on  aninat 
us  from  the  territory,  every  principle  of  s^- 
defence  would  justify  the  occupation  of  this  post, 
and  eveit  the  wliole  country,  as  far-as  it  eoniriha- 
ted  to  the  supplies  of  oni  enemy  and  hi*  warlike 
occupation. 

Connected  with  the  occupation  of  St  Uarka, 
was  the  capture  of  the  two  Indian  chiefs.  One 
of  our  gunboats  came  into  the  Appatachieola 
river,  and,  while  there,  kept  up  the  British  Sag. 
This  circumstance  is  said  to  have  decoyed  th«n 
on  board  the  boat.  Sir,  this  deception  is  now 
matter  of  great  offence.  We  are  told  by  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  that  your  stars  and 
four  stripes  shonld  have  floated  there.  Sir,  I 
reely  admit  that  the  waving  of  the  British  wg 
may  have  operated  to  deceive  the  Indian  chief*. 
The  British  flag  was  familiar  to  their  obBwm- 
tion,  although  in  the  neutral  territory  of  friendly 
Spain.  It  was  this  British  flae  which  had.wftT«d 
at  the  Negro  Van,  and  at  the  foot  of  wboee  stnff 
one  of  your  American  aeanten  wu  tarred  and 
bnrni  alive.  Its  friendly  aspect  and  well  known 
co-opMUtioD  in  this  neutral  country,  may  bave 
readily  tended  lo  deceive  these  Indian  ehiefa  on 
board  an  American  gunboat.  Mr.  T.  said  they 
were  the  chiefs  of  onr  enemy— -they  fled  to  tbnt 
flag  for  shelter  aod  snppties,  and,  for  his  pnrt,  he 
had  no  disposition  to  And  fault  with  their  idI*- 
take.  Il  might,  at  least,  teach  their  tribe  tfantn 
British  flag  m  a  Spanish  lerritotv  might  not  al- 
ways be  a  ante  cover  for  hosiiutiea  upon  the- 
American  people. 

But,  sir,  these  two  Indian  ehieis  were  taken  on 
shore  and  executed.  The  honorable  Soenknr 
(Ur.  Ci.aT)  tells  us  that  it  flib  him  with  the 
aeepest  regret.  I,  too,  said  Mr.  T.,  am  not  with- 
out regret.  Bnt,  sir,  my  regret  is  at  the  enasai 
which  rendered  their  ezeeution  neeeeaary  aad 
proper,  and  not  that  General  Jackson  had  fitm- 
nets  lo  perform  his  duty,  and  make  aU  example 
useful  10  ui  and  salutary  to  the  Indian  nation. 
Sir,  in  the  person  and  character  of  Homathteraie- 
co  was  found  the  Indian  obief  who  presided  U 
the  inhnman  murder  of  Lieutenant  Scotland  hta 

erty.  A  deed  more  brutal  and  savage  cannot 
found  in  the  annals  of  Indian  warftte.  Sir, 
he  was  not  executed  as  an  enemy  only,  but  as  a 
base  murderer,  marked  with  every  cruelly  and 
stained  with  the  blood  of  your  countrymen. 

Hillishajo,  the  other  chief,  was  also  bung.  The 
honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  said  he  raided 
the  occurrence  with  grief,  and  with  great  indig- 
nation he  exclaimed, "  Hangan  Indian  t  haiw  an 
Indian  1"  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  T,,  General  JacKtoa 
did  not  hangan  Indian.  Higher  destinies  awaited 
this  chief.  Hv  had  ceased  to  be  an  Indian ;  be 
bad  recently  been  home  lo  eld  England ;  he  bad 
approached  "the  throne  of  hi*  royal  bighneeit" 
and  while  there  was  comtnissioned  Brigaditr 
QeneraL  Yes,  sir,  he  was  a  Brititk  Brigadier 
Generaii  he  wore  a  red  coat;  and  by  way  of 
special  favor  and  pre-eminaace  over  all  olberi  of 
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ibe  Mtne  nnk,  be  m»  fmaiihti  wifti  three  ep- 
■oleim.  Therefore,  Qeneritl  Jackson  did  not 
bang  an  Indian.  He  hnog  a  British  Brigadrer 
GeoHal.  I  honor  him  for  it,  said  Mr.  T.;  and 
who  it  offended?  Ii  was  in  the  territory  ef  Spain; 
bat  as  she  was  a  neuiral  Power,  she  has  no  eaate 
for  complaint.  And,  doe«  England  complain  7 
Diagraee  npon  her,  if  the  does  not.  She  is  bound 
bf  everf  lie  of  honor  to  come  forward  and  own 
her  ravorite  General,  Hillisfaaio.  1  hope  «he  will, 
aaid  Hr.  T.  And  whenever  Eoglaad  does  com- 
pbiD,  if  mr  Toieecan  coDirol.her  complaint  shall 
M  handed  orer  for  adjaalment  to  our  naval  he- 
roes ;  those  gallant  aont  who  have  borne  yoor 
cannon  opon  the  deep ;  who  hare  held  (heir  steady 
march  npon  the  mouniain  ware,  end  triamph- 
antlf  displayed  to  an  admiring  world  the  banners 
of  your  country;  tbey  would  gladly  adjast  the 


Prophet,  a  man  comminioncd  by  Qreat  '. 

:rappingt  of  i    " 
farniahed,  as  a  present  from  the  Prince  Regent 


tricKed  off  in  all  the  trappings  of  miKtary  dre 


with  a  tomahawk]  MalpiiigkQife,Knda  rifle,  am 
>ent  back  to  hi*  tribe,  to  inculcate,  of  course,  that 
religion  and  that  saperstition  which  we  have 
been  ao  loudly  called  upon  to  "spare,"  because  it 
waa  their  religion  and  tbeir  superstition.  Sir, 
tbfa  is  one  of  the  order  of  those  pious  prophets 
wliose  Butrender  our  country  demanded  in  the 
Treaty  of  Port  Jackson.  A  prophet,  the  crocifix 
of  whose  religion  is  the  tomahawk  and  the  scalp- 
ing knife ;  the  libations  to  whose  worship  is  the 
Mood  of  the  while  man.  Ask  the  motliers  of 
jonr  country  if  they  consent  to  be  surrendered 
with  their  children  as  the  willing  saeriGces  to 
the  ceremonies  of  snch  a  superstition  1  And,  yet, 
oar  country  is  blamed,  because,  in  a  treaty  of 
peaoe,  she  demanded  the  surrender  of  snch  pro- 
}Aels.  Not  those  who  would  eousent,  in  peace, 
to  enjoy  their  delusion^  but  those  only  who  per- 
aiated  in  hostilities  and  war  upon  our  people. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T,,  Arbnthnot  and  Amhrlster  have 
.alaobecn ""^ "  " 


fted.  Who  were  these  n 


.  Biitiah  subjects  in  a  Spanish  neutral  territory 


eommingline  with  your  enemies,  acting  as  their 
agent,  ereu  by  expreas  


ral 

posts  of  8l  Marks  toi  PenMCola  were  exhausted, 
writiDg  letters  and  making  application  for  mili- 
larr  aiid  in  this  Indian  war  to  Qovcrnor  Cameron, 
aad  even  to  the  Prince  Regent,  wbo  Francis  the 
Prophet  said  "  told  him,  when  iu  England,  that 
whenever  he  wanted  ammunition  that  your  ex- 
cellency would  supply  him  with  as  much  as  he 
wanted."  Sir,  I  forbear  to  enter  into  the  exami- 
aatioD  of  the  documents  on  your  table.  It  is 
tafficient  that  1  state,  aad  I  stale  without  the  feat 
of  eontradiction,  that  Arbuthnol  and  Ambrisier, 
b7  their  acta,  had  identthed  themaelrea  with  your 


Indian  enemy;  had  become  allies  and  parties 
against  ^on  in  this  cruel  Indian  war.  Sir,  what 
are  the  just  consequences  of  the  relation  which 
these  men  had  Tolunlarily  assumed?  I  advance 
it,  said  Hr.  T..  as  a  proposition  not  to  be  contro- 
verted, that  whatever  right  war  gives  against  mr 
Erincipal  enemy,  the  like  it  gives  me  against  all 
is  associates.  Connected  with  this  principle, 
I  also  maintain  that,  whatever  measures  yonr 
euemy  adopts  against  you,  whatever  cruelties  he 
exercises  towards  yon,  he  gives  yog  the  right  to 
adopt  those  measures  and  to  exercise  those  cru- 
elties upoQ  him  in  tetarn.  Sir,  if  gentlemeti 
cannot  find  this  rule  in  their  books,  it  is  sufficient 
for  my  purpose  that  its  principles  ate  engraveD  on 
the  heart  of  man ;  that  its. practice  is  adopted  by 
every  nation  on  the  habitable  globe.  It  is  the 
only  means  by  which  one  belligerent  nation  can 
compel  another  to  regard  the  rules  and  usages  of 
eiviliied  warfare.  It  has  been  adopted  by  oar 
eoiiotry,  and  its  practice  is  recorded  in  every  page 
of  ita  military  history.  In  all  yonr  wars  with 
ritain,  yon  have  rlsidly  maintained  this 
doctrine ;  witness  the  retaliatory  measures  re- 
sorted to  in  the  late  war.  Bat,  when  the  dark 
and  benighted  savages  of  the  wilderness  hav^ 
warred  upon  you,  while  vour  right  was  complete 
to  exercise  upon  them  all  the  cmelties  tbef  in- 
flicted upon  yon,  being  an  humane,  an  enlizht* 
ened,  and  a  religions  people,  you  wisely  withheld 

'  exereiie  of  that  right  which  the  practices  of 
war  had  given  to  you.  Sir,  you  also  with- 
held  the  exercise  of  this  right  upon  another  prin- 
ciple, because  the  character,  the  prejudices,  the 
delusion,  and,  if  gentlemen  please,  the  wild  sn- 
persliiion  of  your Teroclons  foe,  rendered  all  ex- 
amida  npou  him  as  ineffectual  as  all  precept  waa 
onavailing.  The  conclusion  for  which  Icooiend 
is,  that  your  right  to  resort  to  retaliatory  cruelties 
upon  your  savage  eoemy  was  complete.  Iia  ex- 
erciM  was  alone  to  be  r^fulated  bv  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, and  by  circumsiances,  with  regard  only 
to  yonr  own  character,  influenced  by  just  princi- 
ples of  humanity.  I  also  Insist,  not  "that  the  - 
while  man  found  fighting  by  the  side  of  an  In- 
dian shall  be  put  to  death/'  bnt  that  the  white 
man  who  unites  with  Indians,  and  becomes  a 
party  in  their  wars,  justly  becomes  liable  to  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  those  wars;  is  identified  with 
the  Indians,  and  subject  to  all  the  rights  you  have 
against  them  as  your  principal  enemy.  Such  is 
the  well  known  relation  of  all  allies  in  war ;  such 
was  the  situation  of  De  Ealh,  Lafayette,  and 
all  those  worthy  foreigners  who  took  'part  with 
US  in  our  Revolutionary  struggle.  With  snch 
principles  in  view,  and  with  the  murderer  of 
Lieutenant  Scott's  party  in  your  possession,  with 
the  Ocueral  and  Prophet  Francis  your  prisoner 
of  war;  with  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  those 
civilized  savages,  instigators  and  procurers  of  this 
war,  all  in  your  power,  who  can  doubt  that  the 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  for  the  peace  and 
safety  of  our  conn  try  would  doom  tbem  to  death  ? 
Held  by  no  treaty,  bound  by  no  ties,  regardless  of 

"  "  '  '        ■ '  "       ced^y  no  mercy,  who  would 
a  should  be  turned  loose  to 


matovs  or  cowniffiB. 


tenuBgle  wuh  the  misguided  si*igw,  utUbiii^ 
thflinselrei  at  onoe  u  ihe  pledge  ofjoatmtak- 
ncH  aod  vour  fears  t  and,  wiifa  ut^f  tMpion,  aa 
tbenmple  of  Britiah  mtuiifieeneel  Your  dooD- 
maau  teaoiad  fon  that  yoor  Indiaa  eoamiei  read 
no  boolu  or  papw^-kava  no  Kturoes  of  iDformi- 
lioB,  but  from  (Dch  ebkfB  aad  »»ck  ainui,  bv 
whom  ihey  have  been  loU  of  four  -weaimwi  tilt 
thay  really  beii«T<d  you  dared  not  to  brave  the 
power  of  uicir  warfion,  couaUBaoned  by  Br itiab 
and  Spaoiah  officen.  I  regret,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  l^ 
Beceuurofa  retaliatory «iawpl«.  B«U,Hr,Qen- 
atal  JaciaoD  wisely  coatuiervd  the  ciMamsiaaeai 
called  aloud  for  esanpte.  ladiaBs,  Spaniacdi, 
«nd  BritsBA,  all  seeded  a  letMW.  Awl  ntvtrdU 
jnan  select  foar  awte  fit  f nbjecia  t«  bang  oa  hifh 
aian  cnmpleloaa*i^orwiiliiy,asda*awftrB- 
ing  to  alt  adventafers  to  beware  of  eaaabiaM 

r'osi  lis  IB  Indian  wars.  I  bo^,  aaiil  Ur>  T., 
Hoiua  will  jnstify  ibe  auMttrc.  It  wUJ 
give  effect  to  the  exampU,  and  ptockiin  to  the 
world  the  policy  of  oar  ceitDiry  fa  all  £iiare  U- 
diaa  wars. 

Sir,  it  is  now  dmiad  thai  ibe  power  of  tcul»- 
(ioo  belongs  to  ibe  coBMBaadiDg  Qeneral.  The 
hotorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Cuur)  has  declared  it 
.to  be  80  attrihota  of  eorereigatr,  and  (hat  it  be- 
longs to  this  HoBie,  as  oae  of  ita  warnnakrag 
powers;  aed  he  denies  this  right  lo  the  cohi- 
mander  of  any  porlion  of  our  army.  In  eofperl 
of  his  argument,  that  i^e  right  of  retaliaiion  was 
aLegiitatire  power,  be  had  read  at  leagth,  the 
act  of  Congress  in  1799,  giring  to  the  FresideBt 
the  power  of  retalialien  upon  Fniieh  citixeas  for 
eaormiiies  practised  upon  our  citiaens  by  ihe 
French  Republic.  Sii,jtwaswjihei>mea»rpfise, 
I  heard  this  act  brongbt  into  the  argimeBi ;  r«- 
collecl  its  cause  and  its  history,aiid  thuactproTCs 
the  opposite  conclusion.  la  1778  our  mtuauy 
made  a  treaty  with  France,  in  which  we  agreed 
Hut  sbe  sbouid  ever  be  conudercd  the  jumI  fa- 
Yored  nation,  aad  whatever  privileges  wegare  lo 
any  other  nation  atioald  be  ezieaded  to  her.  in 
1794,  we  made  a  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain,  in 
which  it  was  mutually  agreed,  that  the  eitjaeas 
of  either  country,  found  ia  time  of  war  on  bea*d 
an  enemy's  vessel,  our  coniuries  being  at  peace, 
might  be  treated  as  pirates.  In  IIBS,  when  tha 
French  Republit^  in  its  mad  caieer,  codcavored 
to  involve  us  in  their  wan,  they  insisted  that  we 
should  at  thai  time,  rcsiii.  by  war,  the  ioapteas- 
menl  of  our  seamen,  or  that  th^  would,  under 
construction  of  the  treaty,  exeouie  as  pirates  any 
of  ooT  impressed  seamen  which  ihey  foaad  on 
board  a  British  vessrl.  A  spirit  ■«  lesisi  snch 
pretensions,  gave  rite  to  Ihe  act  of  1799,  cited  and 
relied  upon  by  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Cut.)  There 
was  then  no  war  between  our  two  countries ;  the 
case  came  not  within  the  power  of  any  military 
eomiiMDder ;  and  the  act  of  1790,  only  provos  the 
just  retaliatory  policy  which  has  ever  governed 
our  country, 

But,sir,  letmeaskgentlemen  tocast  back  their 
recollection  to  the  events  of  our  Bevoluiiooary 
war ;  what  was  the  conduct  and  practice  of  our 
enemy  7    Did  not  the  commanding  (jkBtral  oa 


ibiaaiatiuB  everflaiai  and  uereiaadaMMtet 
war  Ihe  power  of  retaliation?  Did  geatlctMB 
ever  hear  diat  as  often  aa  a  wise  oeanniM  he  snt 
home   for  new  powers  1    If  this   ia  ItgUative 


wish  they  would  show  acts  of^  Farlianeot  In 
(he  retaliation  measures  during  thai  war.  Who 
bat  Doi,  laid  Mr.  T.  beard. ot  ihe  craaltiss  f«r- 
petralcd  in  our  Eevolutioa  by  Delaacy's  coifs; 
all,  all  under  pretence  of  retaliation  loraelsao 
our  parti  Did  not  tiia  i^aiisls  in  fitwJtA 
aoofine  Amerioan  officers  with  theoen 
diery,aBd  threaten  to  compel  then  to  ' 
dig  aprison  noder  grvund  as  a  tetaliaiieA  foieaa- 
fiung  some  British  prisoners  io  the  Siaahwy 
miant  I  wish,  said  Mr.  T.,  fleatlenen  w«*dd 
show  acts  of  legislative  authority  for  aU  this 
class  of,  transactions. 

But,  sir,  what  was  tbe  course  and  the  oaRduit 
on  tbe  part  of  oar  own  cooatry,  when  Gapfain 
Haddy  was  hnng  bf  the  nwderoBs  Uwcaaotl 
Was  Dot  the  aafortBBate  A^vill  set  apart  by  anler 
of  Gk^acal  WaaluBclon, and  daanted  to«waie 
by  bji  death  the  <:i«aUies«f  hisflaiionl  Cm- 
giesanpen  that  oeeasiondid  sot  Itagislatn;  'b«t 
they  did  "JtaiolDt,  TJMtihe.eonmaM«'-w^hiii/| 
'or  the  coBoaander  of  a  separate  TanBy,U,iAi4t- 
'  toe  of  the  power  vested  u>  tbcm,  reif»cti«aly, 
'  folly  aMhwixad  and  empowenad,  whaiever  (he 
'  enemy  shall  commit  any  «ct  of  cruelty  or  *fo- 
'  lease  contrary  to  Ihe  laws  or  usages  of  wu,W 
'  demand  adoqaaiesatisfactitaf^r  the  same;  wd 
'  in  case  auch  aaiisfaction  shall  ant  ha  givea  ioia 
*  reasonable  oi  limited  time,  or  iball  be  lefaaod  ec 
'  evaded  under  ajiy  pretence  whatever,  to  omss 
'  suitable  retaliation  forthwith  to  be  made,  and 
'the  United  Statea,  in  Congiess  astaaiUed,  wilt 
'  ■^PP'^'  thtta  in  Bueh  measures." 

When  Colonel  Hayne  was  eseoated  at  Chariei- 
tOB,  did  not  Qenemi  Qreene  order  rctallaJiwif 
Look  at  Lee's  Memoirs  of  the  Soatbern  Cm- 
pBJga,andthereTeadofretaliatioaez(reis«d  upan 
prisoners,  to  atone  for  the  deai|i  of  bis  trampaW. 
Sir,  it  is  my  ibrtnns  to  reside  in  New  York,  neat 
the  lines  which  divided  tbe  Anerieas  nsd  BritiA 
armies.  If  gentlemen  will  go  with  «e  ialo  tka 
district  which  I  bate  the  honor  to  icpt(aeii{,arary 
man,  wonao,  and  child  of  that  day  will  recoimt 
to  them  some  deed'OomaaitUd  ttpoa  ihe^  pcoieace 
of  retaliatioD.  Sit,  our  lathersHat  this  day  poiai 
to  the  trees  upon  whioh  your  eitiuns  hare  h«aB 
cxecBtad,  in  older  to  impact  to  their  ehUdna 
tha  feelings  which  ia  tboec  days  animated  ilMir 
bMasls. 

Before  I  leave  this  sutqeoi,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  B»t 
b<v  ibe  iodulgeoee  of  this  Committee  to  peaait 
me  to  cbe  one  more  oaae^  from  Qordon's  Hisiaty 
of  iheAmeriasn  BevolUion,  eviociaff  both  »• 
takiatioo  and  the  power  to  which  miutary  com- 
manders  are  aomeiimes  required  to  rvsort  lor  Ae 

Iireeervatian  of  their  eouBlrj,  Sir,  I  aloo  bag 
wve  to  ask  tbe  attmlion  of  my  worthy  fnead 
from  Maryland  (Oenaral  Eaan)  to  the  staieOMBt 
which  I  shall  make.  The  historian  states,  t^t 
an  American  offiaer  ia  an  advaaaed  station  n«u 
Btoay.  Boiat,  dMected  a  aaUiar  ia  iha  ut  of  deeci- 
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isit. 


I  IV  amj    lus  uBioiuD  is  ■■«■  miovi* 

Ur.  T^  wbh  pleuara  to  Bf  konora' 
ram  lunrUna,  {OeDcral  Bus,}  aad 
It  I  an  abla  ts  mt,  ibov  SH  iht  isaii  1 


tioD;  tkatili«io«khyi,Mt  off  Ui  bold  wIthMt 
eeiMDoariBad  HMitto  lh««Mipof  Ora.  Wailc 
iqpaB,  br  wknm  he  wu  «a*M«lf  «aiHnd  far  bis 
aiwlty,  and  for  wbidt  he  sftannTda  Moncd  by  Us 
WreTf  ia  atarniag  ikat  pUee.  Sir,  with  thii  ao- 
peet,  UM  tUMtWMtt  Bush!  bsi  I  Mude  anr 
that  i4bm.  mm  tram  the  tradUton  of  the  matKUj 
Mf  the  biitaiUD  It  ne(  oetMot. 

I*oni,  wdMr.  T^wiih  -■ - 

bla  friBBd  (rom 
I  rejoice  that  I  aai  abla  ts  mt, 
T«i,  air,  it  I*  you  of  wham  the  hnlof iaa  apcaka  I 
Tb<w  an  the  aaau  1  who,  witkani  eataatoitr,  car 
off  ibe  haad  of  :aa  AjDtrictn  aaUier,  and  aau  it 
u  the  oatop  of  v««r  GoMfaL  If  I  «n  wntac, 
■aid  Mr.  T.,  I hai^  the  faoaaraUenHtlemn  wSt 
1.    air,  it  waa  at  a  dark  aad 


mtmj  irai  mi  iha  waiih  finm  rhu  Iionk,aitd  Ae 
plan  of  iie  oampaifa  waa  to  fora  a  jnmtioa  and 
■Sfer  tki*  Uttioa,  whiob  aenr  ao  faqialr-biada  aa 
together.  The  Faiketaf roar  Cmittf,  frith  Ua 
Uiuo  band,  waa  before  Sioof  Poiai,  Mt  foor  ra-^ 
aaareaa  aoidd  oDlenK'lir  i^o  with  tka  naaaa  for 
Ua  nduatiaa.    Oar  iMniT  I    ' 


Jarae^  ptiaon  sbif  aoboedthaoii^TCiir  Jaad,  aad' 
a  nvineat  ibea  tacnilr  awpriacd  at  Paoli,  «l 
(he  Delaware,  waa  nefaaad  Wiartti:.  The  tarror 
and  the  unpalae  waa  ^aat ;  ibe  liule  arm^  hefoie 
Stoay  Paiu  waa  fact  diaaolnagb7>deMrlion,aad 
ike  iaie  of  fovr  oountrir  wai  aaapeadad  oo  a 
thicad.  The  (real  muI  of  WaaHnroTON  fear- 
lessly tnal  ibaaaeaHoa;  be  raaolved  oa  exanpte, 
^■d  uined  ordars  that  netj  deaenat  skoaM  an»r 
iastaot  death.  Toti,  sir,  (OeiMial  Baaa^  bad 
tbia  order  in  your  poefcel.  The  nitbt  of  four 
a4vasced  flomnaa^,  Am  men,  t^m  ia  the  act 
of  dcaerlipa,  won  Drought  to  jroo.  Then  that 
haait  which  danger  coold  not  appal,  for  once 
teeDtUed!  yon  Altered  between  meref  and  yoar 
AmUYi  foa  eoatipMinised with  ronrgenenwafeel- 
iaga;  you  aBaiedAaoaBdexaattled  on*,*  and,  air, 
foof  inaaniataaapNior  officer  loM  vou  it  waa 
1  Kaiar-  "S  'nd  (his  onir,  was  the 
to  wbiah  tha  hisMtiaa  allodea,  aa  baia^ 
cad  vjM  yaar  ooadaei.    Sit.  ovon  this 

r**'"0'*lr ^^l>^***7-  YonrOeaeml 

tweeaw  that  ibe  casais  of  ike  coaMtr  aauifaed 
tha  redaction  of  Btenir  Point ;  iis  neu  of  land 
WM  atroaglf  oeeapiad,  and  be  had  AM  the  nnaaa 
'to-appream  it.  It  waa  deieeauned  to  carrf  iibr 
aMHB.  A  brat«  band  of  Aiaericaa  poath  under* 
took  the  exploii,aBd  rM^  ibe  braK* t  of  ikabrara, 
marched  at  tkeir  haaid.  It  waa  at  low  tide,  and 
«t  die  nidnigbthoar.  Toneucied  into  the  rifet; 
under  the  au^ees  of  daitneaa  aad  aileMe  yon 
w«nt  round  the  aeatlaeb,  and  gaiaed  ibe  point} 
f  an  aoaltd  the  laii^art,  and  there  tke  baronet 
■as  UMida  to  perform  its  duty.  Retaliation  1  Nay, 
BaTeofa  I  ibit  night  dranh  her  fill ;  aad  to  atim- 
alata  four  foUowera  to  gin  to  it  its  keenest  edge, 
"BenMmber  Patdi"  was  the  wawhweid  of  ne 
Bight.    Sie,  fou  waa  a  nauibei  of  Iba  CMim' 


lUae 


who  made  the  retort  now  under  ti 
aad  do  yon  Tat  Ibiak  thatOeneealJackaonabonld 
be  loaded  with  hiaooaiitry^cenaurel  fifr,iriian 
Oeneral  Waobimotoh  issued  dial  order  wbieb 
yoB  caecDted,  and  without  trial,  without  ceie- 
Boay,  put  to  death,  not  one  of  yoUF  enemies,  bat 
aa  Americen  eiti»o  sMier,  did  yon  ihen  ntnk 
that  be  and  yon  bad  seeaed  yont  country?  Did 
your  couniry  sanction  his  Mtt,  ai^nd  yoar«x- 
plott,aad  blazaaboibtnaaaaBnerbeBtcalculnMd 
to  affect  her  enemy  )  Was  the  public  mind  poi- 
— ned  agaiaat  yew  Owieral?  Waa  OoaaiaH 
illedBfonuikatdayf(*«TOt«af«emnn?  Or 
did  any  man  with  prophetic  epiritoanii on  agamat 
■ilicary  deapotisuL  and  foeawarn  ifgaioat  ike 
eoming  Casears  1  Via,  all  waa  then  jay  md  «^ 
plauae;  andbUstarad  be  the  tcaigM  that  would 

Cnnoaiace  a  eanaure  on  the  aew  of  that  day. 
nu  be  thai  voice  which  will  at*  >ln  in  brad 
awlama  to  yoar-ralor,  and  to  tha  glary  of  -your 

Sir,  it  seemed  aaoawary  ta  neat  geutiem«a  in 
the  diaenaalon  of  tka  aubject  of  retaftatioa  [  liut  I 
contend  ihepreeastiauotasidgMt  of  ikal>kiad«ulr. 
This  TMatiaiian  Is  where  tke  innoaeM  penon  ta 
made  to  aufir  for.tkenmiltr;  such  was  the  «aae 
of  tha  mfoHunato  AsgiU,  mowasaboutUeafier 
for  the  einfliiaa  paipeirated  br  Ltppcnaot  The 
ease  sow  bafoie  as  has  ot>  sock  feaiuraa— the  in- 
nooant  are  not  made  to  suffer  fi»  Ike  ffu^. 
Arbotbaal  and  Amhrister  bad  beeama  pantes  u 
an  IndiaB  war:  tkey  wore  oaptured  in  ile  pro- 
grcesj  and  anSeiad  for  iknr  owa  eoadaet  for 
atrocioae  deeds  irodveed  aad  perpetrated  by  iheic 
procaremeot.  The  villain  aad  the  victim  were 
oare  combintd.  The  "cbaatiaemeBI" aad  "mer- 
ited punishmant*'  wbtch  OenHal  Jaekson  waa 
ordend  to  "inflict  for  hoetllkies  so  nnproroked," 
juady  foil  upon  those  CbiistiaB  sarages. 

Sir,  the  trial  of  ArbuhnM  and  Amhrister  by  a 
court,  and  Ibe  rejeetioa  of  its  aenleace  aa  to  Am- 
btister  by  Oeneral  Jaekson,  iatbaaubjaet  of  mueh 
obieeiioo,  and  probabty  the  gret^C  cause  of  the 

5aDUe  discontent.  It  is  due  to  myseir,  said  Mr. 
',.,  to  confess,  that  the  maaBer  of  the  puUioation 
of  the  pieenediogs  of  the  court  martiu,  with  the 
newspaper  eamments,  before  the  pablicaiioD  of 
the  whole  doeamcota,  was  itot  witbont  its  eSeet 
oQ  my  mind.  My  flrai  impreesion  on  this  point 
was  thai  of  diaapvrobaiioD.  But,  Mt.  T.  aaid, 
since  ha  bad  eiamiBed  the  anbiecL  he  bad  no  re- 
maining donbts  oonaected  with  the  proeeediaga 
of  ibtl  eonrt  nartial.  A  proper  diaoriminatiMi, 
said  Mr.  T^  between  the  different  coarta  ar  Irib- 
aHals  uaually  incident  to  militnry  ptoeeediaga, 
will  tend  lo  correct  erroaeoua  improMions  on  this 
aubject.  A  court  martial,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  a  court 
ipecialljr  created  bf  the  rules  aad  artiolea  of  war, 


Sru 
excepted  case  of  the  power 
ifcrred  by  stataie  orer  the  ease  of  a  spy.    Ii  is 


and  limited  in  its  jurisdiction  to  officer  and  sol- 

b  the  s 

1  by  sti 
a  municipal  regalation,  confined  lo  the  jiioiplinc 
of  your  army,  and  limited  to  the  police  of  your 
camp.  These  are  its  limits,  and  the  beuodsryof 
its  jarisdiotion.  Thus  for  it  is  a  valid  court,  and 
iu  docisiou  are  obligaioryj  and  although  the 
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commaDdiag  Oeneral  in«7  disapproTe,  h«  most 
tbea  order  a  second  conrt.  But,  wiihont  ils  wn- 
tence,  he  canoot  punish  either  officer  or  soldier 
under  bis  command.  And  ibis,  taid  Mr.  1.,  it 
the  only  military  trihunal  baring  juriidiclion 
that  it  known  to  oor  law.  Ii  has  no  power  or 
jurisdiction  o*er  a  citizen,  an  enemr,  or  prisoner. 
A  citizen  is  onlj  acconntable  to  the  ciTJl  mba- 
nal;  an  enemy  or  prisoner  is  not  liable  lo  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  court,  but  snbjecl  to  the  power 
commiseioned  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which  his 


country  is  eogared 


The  commandtue  Oeneral 


eeedings  against  the  enemy.  In  the  progress  of 
miliury  etente,  when  the  right  to  direct  ii  com- 
niele  in  the  General,  but  attended  with  circam- 
sUnees  of  doubt  or  difficulty,  he  oAen  directs  bis 
officers  to  inquire  and  express  their  opinions,  i 
order  to  be  advised  by  them  in  the  exercise  of  hi 
tigbts.  When  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  is  cor 
cerning  any  ciieumstaoces  connected  with  the 
moTement  of  the  army,  it  is  usnally  denominated 
a  "board  of  officer*;''  but  when  it  regards  yoor 
enemy,  or  any  prisoner,  it  is  called  a  "  a  special 
conri,  or  court  of  inquiry."  These  latter  courts 
have  no  jurisdiction— can  pronounce  no  sentenee 

tai  confer  no  right  or  power  upon  the  com- 

maudiDg  General.  Tbey  are  merely  advisory  to 
the  Oenerel,  in  the«iercise  of  the  rights  and  pow- 
ers previously  vested  in  him.  A  court  martial  it 
bound  to  legal  testimony,  and  strict  rules  of  evi- 
dence, while  those  other  special  cooris,  or  boards 
of  officers,  having  no  jorixfictloo,  and  being  only 
advisory,  profess  only  to  obtain  information,  with' 
out  regard  to  legal  proof.  . 

Sir,  Mid  Mr.  1*.,  when  the  anforlnnate  Major 
Andre  was  uken,  Oeneral  WAaHiifUToR  directed 
a  special  court  lo  answer  to  him  two  questions; 
Isl.  In  what  light  shall  the  prisoner  be  viewed? 
2d.  What  is  its  consequence  1  The  court  returned 
for  answer  that  he  should  be  viewed  as  a  spy; 
and  the  consequence,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  was 
death.  General  Washimotoh  then  issued  an 
order  for  his  execution.  ,  ^_     . 

In  the  case  of  Colonel  Hayne,  of  Charleston, 
Lord  Rawdon  directed  a  like  court  to  answer 
to  him,  "whether  the  prisoner,  Colonel  Hayi 
should  be  considered  as  an  English  snbjecl 
an  American   citizen?"     The  court  were  r 

B^Qfo the  witnesses  produced  were  not  sworn 

tiearsay  evidence  was  admitted— and  the         ' 


returned  for  answer  that  the  prisoner  should  be 
viewed  as  a  British  suljject.  Lord  Rawdon  oi 
dered  bis  execntion.    The  objection  at  that  da; 


on  the  part  of  this  country,  was  not  as  to  the  form 
of  his  trial  and'  execution,  but  the  oojnsi  princi- 
ples assumed  in  considering  him  a  British  subject, 
after  he  had  removed  from  tbeir  limits,  and  had 
raised  a  xegimeot,  and  joined  our  cause. 

These  esses,  said  Mr.  T.,  sufficiently  shovv  the 
distinction  in  regard  to  the  different  military 
courts,  while  they  demonstrate  the  principle,  that 
when  a  coantry  in  war  has  resolved  ""  "  —"'- 


feet  to  the  campaign,  and  ikdnee  to  a  terBinabtn 
of  the  war.    The  right  ia  complete  in  the  Oene- 
ral to  make  such  onlera,  sad  to  carry  into  effint 
such  measures,  a^  in  his  opinion,  would  accom- 
plish the  object  of  the  campaign.    For  the  doe 
exercise  of  this  right  he  is  jneily  holden  reepoa- 
sible  to  his  country.    The  right  and  the  duty  lo 
act  being  in  him,  m  cases  of  difficulty  ot  impott- 
ance  he  directs  bis  officers  to  inquire  and  report 
facts  and  opinions,  not  to  confer  upon  tiim  addi- 
tional powers,  but  to  snpport  his  responsibilities, 
and  loadvisehimin  tbeexerciseof  his  diseretioD. 
Sir,  the  order  of  General  Jackson,  detsiting  the 
court  in  the  ease  of  Arbuthnat  and  Ambnster, 
calls  it  ''aspecialcouri,''and,  in  addition  to  the 
names  of  the  members,  it  details  Lieutenant  Me- 
Olaesel  as  "recorder."    This,  said  Mr.  T.,  i^in     < 
tlw  opinion  of  military  men,  a  distiDgutsfaing  fea- 
ture in  the  ebaraeier  of  a  mart.   Miritarjr  wriien 
ofieo  give  no  othei  diitiaction  betwem  these 
court*  than  a*  hsviag  either  a  "raeorder"  or  a 
"judge  advocate;"  inuob  latter  offioei  is  said  to 
be  au  paMDtial  iogtedient  ia  the  eonstitation  of 
a  conrt  martial,  and  without  whom  no  ptoeeed* 
ings  saa  be  had,  aad  no  sentenee  eaa  tw  pnK 
nouneed.   Although  tbeeonrtfn  ih«  ptetmtcaat, 
by  mistake,  assumed  the  forma  of  a  coari  martial, 
yet  it  could  not  thereby  acquire  any  pow«  ov« 
person*  not  within  its  jnrisdiotion,  nor  impair  the 
—iginal  right  in  General  Jaekson  to  act  withoni 
9  assistaoee,  and  independently  of  its  sentenee. 
He  did,  in  the  ease  of  Ambnster,  »o  aoi,  aad 
only   remains  to  examine  into  the  clroun- 
._inccsof  the  case,  and  the  motives  of  pubtie 
policy  by  which  be  was  inflaenoed,  in  order  to 
determine  whether  he  shall  stand  justified,  or 
whether  he  shall  be  censured  by  a  vote  of  thu 
Honse,as  having, by  unnecessary  ornelueB.etalned 
e  honor  of  our  eouniry. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  would  ask  gratlemen  lo  review 
e  character  and  the  progress  of  Indian  wait; 
oast  back  their  recoHectioBs  into  the  historf 
of  our  oouatry,  and  tell  him  if  Bagiishmcn  aikl 
Indians  bare  not  always  been  united  in  war 
gaainsi  the  prosperity  and  the  safety  of  oar 
country.  When  Burgoyne  entered  your  eoiaky 
oo  the  nonh,  he  was  preceded  by  a  dark  and 
morky  dood  of  savage  barbarians,  like  nonioBi 
vapors  hanging lound  and  moving  with  hi*  eam^ 
The  lamented  &te  of  Miss  MoCree,  teUa  the 
course  and  ttie  eoadnet  of  this  union  betwceo  on 
savage  foe*  and  the  "  bulwark  of  our  religion.' 
[Ur.  T.  proceeded  at  some  Jeogth  to  lecouBI 
events  in  Indian  wart,  and  tald  tlieir  rale  wet  to 
practise  every  cruelty,  give  no  quarter,  and  iefa*e 
all  exchange  of  prisoner*.  Our  rule  had  been  ta 
burn  and  break  up  their  towQsJ  But,  said  ke,u 
latlemen  who  feel  for  the  sunerings  and  faie  of 


paign,  either  offensive  or  defensive,  the  com-  ™"^'*^i 
manding  Oeneral  is  charged  with  its  detail,  and  |^?°?  '  f; 
bound  to  adopt  such  measure*  as  tend  to  give  ef- 1/""  •'**' 


to  spare,  let  them  offer  consolation--' 
them  into  the  afflicted  bosom  of  the  anforlnnan 
Mr.  Oarrei— a  wife  murdered  and  sealpad  t  A 
child,  murdered  and  scalped  1  An  helplest  infant, 
1,  and  the  cradle  stained  with  innoceal 
.  Aod  then,  to  conaummate  the  yet  unAa- 
*eene,  liis  bmiae  was  let  on  fire,  and  the 
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fiUMt  of  hU  hone  vera  m«de  to  aKBOoaM  to 
tbe  abieat  hutbaod  aod  fotbn  ibe  extent  of  his 
MlamitiM. 

With  the  history  of  anch  wbtb,  of  luch  soenee, 
■ad  «ach  eveol*,  before  you,  instigated  bf  British 
■nbjecif,  carried  on  and  supported  bj  Spanisti 
and  British  resources,  who  can  doubt  the  wisdom 
and  tba  DMCstiiy  of  hanging  on  high  soiae  signal 
oamplas  7  Cast  joai  eye  westward,  over  yonr 
Hwly  aeqnired  leniiory,  eitending  to  tbe  Pacific 
oeean,  and  inhabited  by  savage  bordei;  bounded 
on  ibe  north,  by  BtitisU  territory,  and  on  tbe 
■oath  by  Spanish  possessions ;  can  you  longer 
doDbC  but  iha  era  bas  arrired,  when  you  must 
trow  and  maintain  the  policy  of  your  country. 
10  prohibit  the  intercourse  between  Indians  and 
foreign  iaeendiaries  7  When  I  reflect  that  the 
examftla  before  us  was  upon  British  subjects,  in 
a  Spanish  territory,  ii  obuios  the  approbation  of 
■»judgm«oi;  iieommands  the  joyof  my  hearL 
With  saoh  Tiawe,  roribe  fvinre  good  of  this  coun- 
try, the  sallaBt  spirit  of  General  Jaclcson  did  not 
panso.  He  ordered  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrisler 
10  exacQtion— jnstice  approred  the  deed — mercjr 
withheld  the  tear — and  eren  hnmaniiy  rejoieea. 
Tet,  the**  men  fell  not  tinlamented.  Theft,  ra- 
{liDe,  and  mnr4cr,  bewailed  their  loss.  Snpenti- 
tion  and  craelty  ;  the  one  wrapped  in  ibe  Spanish 
eloak,  and  inquisition's  cowl,  th«  other  clad  in 
bleeding  scalps,  the  trophies  of  their  friends'  ex- 
ploita,  walked  as  the  mourners  to  their  tomb. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  think  gentlemen  do  not  fairly 
aBdemand  tba  purport  of  Oenenl  Jackson's  eor- 
raiprauleQce,  when  they  describe  him,  af(et  the 
ooeapation  of  St.  Marks,  and  before  the  execution 
of  Arbtilhnot  and  Ambnaler.  as  representing  that 
tbe  war  had  terminated,  and  from  whicb,it  is  in- 
ferred, the  ezecQiion  of  these  men  was  an  unne- 
eestary  cruelty.  The  evident  raeaniag  of  his  let- 
ters is,  that  the  enemy  were  so  broken  and  di»- 


There  is  no  treaty  of  peace  le  this  hour.  Yonr 
enemy,  cnt  off  from  all  sources  of  supplies  by  the 
cnersetic  proceedings  of  GeQeralJackson, cannot 
any  Ioa|:«r  make  war,  in  numbers,  or  except  by 
mBFauding  parlies,  and  are  now  beld  in  subjeoiioa 
kv  acwdon  of  posts,  esiablisbed  by  his  orders. 
Tke  necessity  for  the  example  was,  therefore, 
ratber  iacreased  than  diminisbed,  from  tbe  new 
and  predatory  ebaracter  whicb  the  war  was  ex- 
pected to  BMuroe. 

Sir:  Peniaeola  and  the  Fort  Baraocae  have 
keen  taken.  General  Jaekson,  on  ihe  SOib  of 
April,redneed  his  force, by  dismisstog  the  Oeoreia 
militia,  and  with  tbe  reoidne  he  crossed  the  Ap- 
palaehKola  river,  in  pursuit  of  his  dispersed  and 
nying  enemy.  He  soon  learned  that  bii  enemy 
bad  free  access  to  Peatacola,  and  was  there  openly 
supplied  and  armed  from  the  public  stores,  and 
that  thus  reinvigorated.  he  issued  forth  in  maraud- 
ing parties,  upon  the  Alabama  frontier.  Birhieen 
of  her  citizens  recently  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to 
one  of  these  Indian  parties,  coming  directly  from 
PcBsaeola,  and  again  returning  to  that  place. 
[H«.T.w«at  into  an  examination  of  tha  doeu- 
ISlhCOH,  SdSflU.— 84 


meols  in  relation  to  Pensacola,  teodtng  to  show 
its  support  of  the  Indians ;  the  free  use  they  had 
of  tbe  place;  its  unfriendly  conduct  towards 
OS,  and  Its  departure  from  all  neutral  conduct.] 
When  General  Jackson  approached  ibe  place, 
said  Mr.  T.,  it  was  fiUed  with  Indians.  Tbey 
were  sent  out  of  the  place  across  tbe  bay,  in  Got- 
ernmeot  boats,  and  at  its  final  surrender,  and  in 
its  capitulation,  one  of  tbe  hostile  Alabama  chiefs 
was  included.  Perhaps  it  ought  not  to  be  said 
that  this  place  was  !□  danger  of  being  taken  pos> 
session  of  by  tbe  Indiana.  Bnt,  io  every  other 
respect,  ail  that  has  been  said  of  the  first  entry 
across  tbe  Florida  line,  and  tbe  possession  of  St. 
Marks,  is  also  applicable  to  this  place.  But,  Mr. 
T.  saidj  there  was  yet  another  point  of  view  in 
which  It  ought  10  be  considered.  It  should  ^ 
remembered  that  this  was  the  country  of  your 
enemy,  and  from  whicb  be  issued  to  make  irrup- 
tions upon  you ;  and  into  whicb  you  bad  pnrsoed 
him,  in  order  for  his  subjugation. 

In  the  progress  of  this  pursuit,  he  not  only  de- 
rives shelter  from  a  place  calling  itself  neutral, 
but  is  there  permitted  to  refit,  and  again  Io  sally 
forth  upon  you.  Consider  also  the  character  of 
this  eneni)[-~a  savage  foe,  covered  in  tbe  wilder- 
ness, deriving  all  his  supplies  from  this  neulral 
place,  and,  as  often  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
issuing  forth  in  maranding  incurBions,  carrying 
devaMation  and  rain  into  your  settlements.  When 
a  belligerent  invests  a  place  of  his  enemy,  he  is 
allowed  to  inierdici  all  intercourse  with  neutrals, 
for  the  lawful  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
object  of  bis  investment.  Besiegers  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  treat  as  prisoners, and  even  lo  punish  with 
death,  all  persons  aitemptiag  to  supply  a  city 
besieged.  The  principle  upon  which  these  aets 
are  justifiable,  is  the  lawful  object  of  the  belliger- 
ent against  his  enemy,  and  the  effect  tbe  inter- 
course wiih  neutrals  would  hare  in  defeating 
ihese  objects.  Apply  these  principles  to  an  army 
io  tbe  field ;  a  belligerent  will  cut  ofi"  its  resour- 
ces, and  prerenl  its  supplies.  Who  wilt  say  a 
neulral  should  be  permitted  to  furnish  them,  and 

S've  them  shelter  when  pressed  by  your  pursuit? 
ad  if  tbe  neutral  will  thus  expose  himself,  he 
justifies  you  lo  resort  lo  the  means  necessary  to 
deprive  yonr  enemy  of  this  resource,  and  to  pre- 
vent tha  &iture  of  your  own  object.  But  Pen- 
sacola  was  not  a  neulral  place;  it  was  the  fouo< 
tain  of  supplies  to  your  enemy.  Tbe  entire  nse 
of  the  place  was  lent  to  him.  Your  enemy 
occupied  it,  and  fled  from  it  on  your  approaen. 
If  this  permission  was  extended  lo  him,  either 
from  pariiality  or  from  weakness  to  resist,  i[oa 
were  equally  entitled  to  enter  into  it  temporarily, 
and  hold  it  from  yonr  enemy,  lis  possession  was 
essential  to  tbe  success  of  your  pursuit  and  tbe 
defeat  gf  your  fue:  wiihout  it,  he  would  forth- 
with here  refit,  and  again  assail  yon.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  General  Jackson,  "the  immutable  laws 
of  self-defence"  justifies  you.  Its  subsequent  sur- 
render by  tbe  President  is  not  inconsistent  with 
,  iis  just  occupation  by  Qeneral  Jackson.  Tbe 
,  cause  which  required  its  occupation — to  complete 
the  defeat  of  a  flying  enemy— was  removed,  and 
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cIm  plw«  wu  cof  reciljr,  tMlored.  It  it  upon  tkcM 
piineiples  that  St.  Marki  hu  been  tetamed,  and 
«  coDdiiioD  reiiuired  that  ihe  SptnJBh  Gorern- 
pMDt  shoald  occupy  it  bf  an  adequate  forae,  ta 
secure  nfety  to  the  adjoining  couotty. 

Sir,  ibere  are  other  priociplee  inTolred  in  thii 
caee,  which  it  waa  my  iDlenlioD  to  diacusHj  bat 
my  Teeble  health  and  exhaiuied  atreogth  admoDT 
iah  me  to  close.  la  tbii  cloae,  permit  me  to  urge 
npoD  you  the  importance  of  the  decision  you  may 
ptODOunue — a  decision  aflecting  the  reputation 
of  a  raiihful  General— import aat  lo  the  obatac- 
tet  or  our  country,  and  of  great  iaflaence  oa  our 
pandiDg  negotiaiioni. 

Sir,  IB  casting  >  view  oret  the  eifeumstancne 
of  the  transaction  now  under  consideratioa,  jron 
cannot  but  consider  as  established  the  principal 
points  which  lead  to  the  neeesnry  conclusion. 
A  war,  savage  and  oflensirs,  has  been  waged  on 
four  frontier :  the  coMtiluiM  anthorilies  of  your 
Dalian  have  adopted  and  contributed  to  the  de- 
fence iu  tliat  war.  The  Bxccuti*a  of  the  Qor- 
sinraeat  assttmed  the  control.  He  directed  the 
war  to  be  carried  across  the  Florida  line,  and 
commissioned  one  of  your  Major  Generals  with 
full  powfi  to  "adopt  the  necessary  measures  to 
give  Ihe  war  effect,  and  bring  it  to  a  speedy  ter- 
mination," under  soeh  circumstances  of  merited 
punishment  as  would  secure  a  permanent  peace. 
In  the  progress  of  this  war,  your  General  has 
occupied  the  pcetsof  a  Power  professing  neutral- 
ity.  He  had  orercome  in  bacile  your  enemy,Bnd 
had  destroyed  bis  towns.  The  foe^  broken  and 
dispersed,  could  no  longer  be  found  in  open  Sgbt, 
but,  divided  into  marauding  parlies,  he  made 
bis  irruptions  upon  you  from  ihe  wilderness,  less 
visible,  but  more  deslruclive.  It  was  found  and 
aacertained  that  the  resources  and  the  BU{)pUeB 
for  all  these  hostile  incursions  were  furniibed 
from  Spanish  neutrality  and  Bogtish  friendship; 
that  they  were  stimulated  by  Spanish  influence, 
and  guided  by  British  skill.  How  then  could 
your  Qeaeral  execute  his  commission,  and  yet 
•top  short  of  the  occupation  of  those  tteulral 
posu  and  ihu/rieadli/  influence  which  would  so 
aoon  reflt  yoor  enemy,  and  invigorate  his  hosiili' 
ties?  How  eould  be  say  he  had  secured  a  per- 
raaoent  peace,  without  eihibiting some  instances 
of  puniihmeat,  to  remain  as  a  warning  to  incen- 
diaries for  its  future  infraction  7  The  right  to 
complete  Ibese  acts  was  strictly  vested  in  your 
Oeneial.  The  wisdom  and  llie  policy  of  their 
execution  can  no  longer  he  doubted.  Miserable 
and  misguided  Indians  I  my  heart  sympalliizes  in 
your  misforiunes.  But  Spain— my  indignation 
for  [be  ceid  tieachery  of  her  cbaracter  is  lost  in 
my  contempt  for  ihe  duplicity  and  baseness  of 
her  conduct.  But  ihou,  England,  whom  from  my 
saoiber's  breast  I  have  been  taught  to  hale,  I  never 
before  could  fully  despise.  A  people  jusily  famed 
for  ibeir  phiUnihropy;  conspicuous  for  their  moral 
and  religious  institutions;  their  Bible  and  mis- 
sionary societies  teaching  alike  to  the  savages  of 
Asia  and  America  the  arts  of  civil  society  and 
the  precepts  of  our  gospel  I  A  Government  pro- 
fessing to  ua  peace,  and  imbodying  these  profes- 
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siona  into  ■  formal  tneaiy,  in  whieh  U  <wanaia<lil 
an  anathema  against  the  traffic  in  human  fla^ 
and  a  clauxe  of  mutual  pledge  to  prohibit  the 
slave  trade  I  And  yet  this  QaMniaMlit  nit*  ils 
influeuee,  advances  ita  rosoutces,  aad  commia- 
slons  the  savages  of  the  wildeinasa  te  war  npoi 
your  frontier  I 

In  (heprogtesBof  this  debatc,aom«of  the  pub- 
lic services  of  General  Jacksoa  bare  been  n> 
counted.  I  am  bo  eulogist  I  have  neither  tW 
will  nor  the  power  to  recount  the  exptaits  of  tbe 
man  on  whoee  conduct  you  ate  to  protMUnefc 
Small  must  be  that  man's  pietenaiooa  to  immo- 
tality  in  fame  ;  meagre  musl  be  ibM  m»m.'»  glo- 
ries, whose  friends  in  debate  ew  connuvaM  kti 
acts  and  detail  the  account  of  his  aanieen.  The 
public  seivicas  of  General  Jackitu  are  ntduaei 
to  Dolegeied  aoaovnt}  tbeyare  notof  ihiadaat' 
they  are  of  an  order  whieh  break  upoa  tba  ima- 
gmatioa,  and  daEilebrtbeubrighUMBa.  8iE,tht 
congregated  world  have  conpaied  tbeae«ehiai*- 
menu,  which  form  the  ftind  fl(  their  naiional  ^«- 
ries.  Among  ihos*  of  modera  .daya,  by  univcrMt 
eonseBt,  the  names  of  Agineouil  and  Pomtiots 
stand  pre-eminent  in  brigbltwea.  Bat  it  ia  dM 
fortune  of  our  dav— nay,  it  is  (bo  fortHac  of  our 
country — to  heboid  those  height  names  acrre  bat 
as  the  back-ground  upon  wUeh  are  emUaaoned 
the  yet  more  brilltaai  names  of  Octeans  audef 
Jackson. 

Sir,  you  may  pas*  the  prapoaed  reeolotun: 
with  ihe  pestiferous  brasiii  of  ceusnte  yeu  may 
wither  tbe  laurels  witicb  bis  nation  has  cntwi&ad 
about  his  brow.  In  the  language  of  the  gejitle- 
man  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  "  you  may  even 
bring  that  brow  itself  to  the  vile  dust  bam 
whence  it  sprung,"  but  yet  my  heart  is  etmered 
wilh  tbe  coafidiBg  hope  that  history,  in  justice 
to  bis  Yiiai,  his  fldelity,  and  his  publie  servioes, 
will  record  in  her  brighteU  page  tbe  aanie  of 
Jackson;  while  the  tears  of  a  gratefal  coiintiy 
wiU  moisten  those  laureb  which  were  xotwineil 
around  his  brow,  and  reanimate. them  u  bloom 
an  evergreen  upon  bis  grave. 

Mr.  Storbs  said,  that,  when  kt  took  bis  seal 

■ion,  he  looked  with  much  anxiety  te  the  Ilea- 
saga  which  should  disclose  the  true  oharaeter  ef 
the  transactions  duriag  the  past  yaai,  on  one 
Southern  frontier.  We  had,  indM,  been  ia. 
formed,  by  the  Message  of  the  96bb  of  Matoh 
last,  that  war  eziiled  between  the  United  Stales 
and  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indian»r-thai  ondcts 
had  been  issued  for  the  advwsea  of  the  army  iiUA 
"'     da,  but  ihAt  the  comuMBdiag  c~ 


ernraeat.  During  iha  recesi,  he  had  heatd  of 
the  entry  of  our  troops  into  the  territory  of  Spaia, 
Ihe  seiiure  of  St.  Marks,  the  capturoof  Pensaeola 
and  the  Dsraacas,  the  miliiaty  trtals  of  Arbuth- 
not  and  Ambrister,  aad  the  execution  of  the 
Seminole  chiefs.  Notwithstanding  no  evidence 
of  disapprobation  of  any  of  these  measares  had 
transpired,  except  the  ofier  to  restore  Peasacola 
unconditionally,  and  Sl  Harki^  on  terms  pre- 
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■eribed  bf  □■,  be  wu  QDwillfng  lo  Mhn  tbat 
thef  l»d  Koived  tb«  SRiwtioii  of  the  Bxecniire. 
The  doenHMAU  tntnmiitcd  to  the  Hodw  btd 
•howD  b«w  vain  ma  ibji  cipeetaiivB.  He  b«d 
VtrafoUf  md  MMBlJvely  exftmined  ihem,  and 
formed  an  opiiioa  upoa  them,  he  hoped  with 
that  deliberatioo  whieb  wai  dae  to  queilioas  i>f 
■OKreai  and  vital  inaportaiteeto  the  CoaMildlion 
sod  eharaeier  of  the  cotntry.  TtMt  opiaioo  he 
^d  not  foaad  rcawn  to  obinga,  not  was  he 
axhaiiiad  or  afraid  to  arow  It,  awl  ahoald  dl^ 
charge  hb  dotf  wtih  frankoeM  and  fearleMB««a, 
let  iM  enwure,  wbioh,  In  bii  jad^ent,  thex 
iraauetlaB*  ntertied,  fall  where  it  ta^ht. 

When,  Mid  be,  the  iriali  of  Arbmboot  and 
Aiabrnter  were  laid  upoa  oar  tablet,  aod  it  wm 
first  de*el0{wd,  that  one  of  them  hid  raflered 
death  in  ccMMqaenee  af  the  rerertal  of  the  aea- 
laaoe  of  ibe  eoart  nwrtiil,  b]r  OvQeral  Jaebon, 
KD  nalvenal  boniof  indfffaatioti  Memed  to  bare 
aleeirrfled  the  Hoaie.    Han  thete  manif  aad 

ninui  fMlingt,  N  hoaotabte  to  oiw  nalure, 
from  onr  boeemi,  or  bare  (hey  ebllted  into 
inieDiibillty  dtrrioa;  the  loag  interval  which  bis 
elapsed  1  He  bed  wailed  la  paioffat  mspmrt 
for  the  report  of  the  Military  Cemmittee,  and 
ackaDirled||ped  hie  gratitude  to  them,  for  (he  firm 
etaad  wbicti  thej|  had  made  ag^aiBtt  these  eo' 


darkest  days  of  oar  adnnlry,  wbea  the  yoke  of 
parliarBeaiarf  and  mlltary  despollein  was  riret- 


ing  on  our  neeks,  had  ttept  forth  as  the  protectors 
of  their  oouDiry,  ami  with  vDeoaqaenUe  spirit 
persMied  in  ihe^oDiest  which  delivered  us  fn 


the  tyranny  of  Britain.  He  was  happy  lo  find 
that,  dtirin;  his  life,  Ihh  apiril  has  not  left  us — 
that,  in  his  day,  those  were  to  be  fonad  among 
in,wbd  yctoherisbed  tbeprinciplesof  that  glori- 
ous coaiict,  and  knew  bow  to  appreciate  the 
value  of  those  llberliea  whieb  were  earned  at  the 
eanesee  of  eo  mvoh  blood  aad  treasure. 

I  am  crailfiedi  said  he,  to  find  that,  to  this  period 
of  the  debale^xcepling  by  the  honorable  gen* 
llemaa  froa  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bhtth,)  the  power 
of  this  Honta  to  interpose  has  not  been  queatiooed. 
We  ate  the  ptonliar  gaardiaas  of  the  Constiiu- 
tioa.  Out  libertiea  aps  safe  in  the  same  propor- 
tion that  we  execoie  oar  duty  with  Srmaeas, 
TigilaDce,  and  flddiiy.  Offinieea  riiort  of  im- 
peacbDMM,  bat  which  threaten  the  paUie  tnfety, 
n  is  the  right  of  this  House  to  preaeai  lo  the  na- 
tion ;  agaJBtt  evfis  of  this  sort,  it  is  the  most 
eOeonMl  remedy.  Howerer  the  direct  iniefpo- 
sition  of  eor  Const itational  power  of  impeach- 
ment may  be  ended,  tliere  is  a  trlbuaat-^wMic 
opinion— to  wboee  jadgmenls  no  man  is  jadiffer- 
ent,  whose  decision  none  can  snecessfolly  with* 
stand  or  defy,  and  which  eaoaes  (he  stoutest  heart 
to  tremble.  The  genius  of  our  institnlions,  the 
experience  of  other  Cbretaments,  tbe  records  of 
all  history,  and  the  sad  end  melancholy  fate  of  a 
long  train  of  fallen  republics,  admonisb  us  that 
liberty  is  only  safe  when  faithfully  guarded  by 
the  immediate  representatives  of  aa  enlightened 
people. 


The  services  ef  Oenerat  Jackson'bave  been 
emlnenilV  great.  He  has  jaslly  received  from 
a  grateful  conairr  its  high  rewards  and  honors. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  detract  from  his  well  mer- 
ited flime.  The  victory  of  New  Orleans  was,  in- 
deed, a  ptond  triumph— and,  iboagfa  I  do  not 
onite  with  some  gentlemen  in  prononneing  it.  in 
reference  to  its  consequences,  tbe  greatest  which 
this  ceuntry  has  achieved,  I  cheerfully  accord  to 
the  sentiments  which  have  been  expressed  in 
praise  of  that  great  ezploit.  Thoueb,  with  the 
rest  of  ray  eetintrymea,  I  felt  and  grstefollr 
BCknowledsed  that  to  him  #e  owed  mnch  of  our 
national  character,  and  the  security  of  a  valua- 
ble portion  of  our  territory,  yet,  I  do  not  forget 
that  even  on  that  occasion  he  overslept  his  power. 
I  was  disposed  to  forgive  it.  l^e  evils  whieb 
be  averted  and  the  blessings  which  he  conferred 
upon  OS,  were  som«  atonement  for  the  violated 
majesty  of  tbe  Oonstitutloo.  But,  great  as  bis 
services  have  been,  they  afford  no  sanclintry 
against  our  inqafry-raueh  lesa  do  they  furaisft 
any  exculpation  for  Ibe  vfolaiion  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. An  example  of  impunity  on  saoh  grounds, 
for  these  assumptions  of  power,  will  produce  the 
most  pemic  [Mrs  con  sequences  among  the  subor- 
dinate officers  of  the  army.  Day  after  day  have 
petitions  been  preaettied  to  Ihrs  House,  from  the 
army,  for  indemnity  agafnsl  jodemenis  awarded 
for  the  violation  of  the  personal  liberty  of  our 
citizens.  The  disposition  to  encroach  upon  tbe 
civil  authorities  of  the  Government  shotrld  re- 
e  no  encouraffcment  from  onr  hands.  For 
some  time  past,  the  people  of  this  country  bare 
indulged  a  daogerous  predilection  for  tbe  army. 
In  the  civil  departments  one  may  attain  to  the 
higheei  eminence,  and  scareely  attract  attention 
beyond  the  immediate  sphere  in  which  be  mores ; 
but,cloihehim  with  the  glare  of  military  renown, 
and  the  eyes  of  the  people  are  dazzled — his  fame 
'-—  no  limits,  and  every  one  is  ambitious  and 
eager  to  honor  bim.  It  is  time  that  we  were 
roused  from  Ibis  fatal  delusion.  Tbe  aSectiona 
of  the  country  have  been  too  bounlifnlty  devoted 
to  tbe  army,  and  the  time  may  yet  come  when 
Ibe  people  will  Bad  11  too  late  to  retrieve  this 
error  of  their  hearts. 

If,  sir,  we  eonsQlt  the  past  history  of  other 
countries,  and  (um  our  eye  back  throogh  ages 
which  bare  gone  before  usj  or,  if  we  look  only 

tbe  events  of  our  oWn  times,  we  find  mnch  to 

tm  us  against  receiving  tbe  services  of  public 
men  as  an  apology  for  their  usurpations.  Every 
tyrant  who  has  succeeded  in  overturning  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  first  stole  away  the  afi'ec- 
lioDs  of  bis  countrymen  by  tbe  serrices  which 
be  had  rendered  to  the  Stale.  On  this  occasion 
it  i«  well  worthy  of  remark  thai  these  have,  with 
few  exceptions,  been  military  services.  Cmsar 
and  Bonaparte  only  commenced  their  bloody 
Career  of  tyranny  after  they  bad  risen  to  power 
on  tbe  misguided  afieciions  of  tbe  people.  In 
formiog  ray  judgment  on  the  epeciSc  propositions 
before  us,  1  lay  altogether  aside  the  motives  of 
Qeneral  Jackson.  Laudable  as  they  may  have 
been,  or  faithfully  as  he  may  have  believed  him- 
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Mlf  to  be  acting  in  the  disehstKO  of  Iti*  duty  to 
hU  coDDtry,  (he»e  form  do  pkrt  of  the  inquiir 
before  as.  To  me  it  is  inamitetial  with  what 
Tiews  or  what  motives  he  has  infringed  upon 
the  CcDstitution.  Odt  object  shoold  be,  to  pre- 
Tent  the  force  of  the  precedent  which  these  mea- 
rare*  establisb.  If  the  powers  of  Coogreu  have 
been  encroached  upoo,  lei  us  declare  it,  unlesa 
we  are  prepared  to  sBrreoder  our  prerogtUres  lo 
a  mitilarr  chieftain,  or  to  give  up  the  Uonstitu- 
tioD  to  mere  matter  of  delicacy.  This  is  not  an 
inquiry  with  a  view  to  the  censure  of  General 
Jaclcson.  It  is  required  from  us  by  the  duty  of 
■elf-preiervBtioD.  The  indirect  censure  which 
tome  of  these  resolotions  imply,  is  no  faalt  of 
onrs.  The  enemy  whom  he  liiumphsnily  van- 
anished  at  New  Orleans  can  derive  no  selt-^ratf 


_D  tbe  dust  before  his  skill  and  valor. 

The  subject  of  these  resolutions  divides  itself 
into  several  inquiries:  the  capture  of  Peoaaeola, 
the  seizure  of  St.  Marks,  tbe  crossing  of  the  Flor- 
idaiine,and  the  execution  of  tbe  captives.  What* 
aver  mav  be  tbe  jastification  for  ibe  seizure  of 
Peasacola,  the  Baraneas,  and  St.  Marks,  which 
the  Executive  has  urged  as  between  a*  and 
Spain,  it  is  plainly  admitted  by  him  that  tbe 
occupation  of  these  posts  was  not  justified  by 
any  orders  which  were  issued.  Such  is  the  fair 
import  of  the  Message  communicated  at  the  com. 
mencement  of  tbe  session. 

If  any  doubt  can  exist  on  this  point,  it  must  be 
temoved  by  recurring  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adam* 
lo  tbe  Spanish  Minister  at  this  place,  of  the  30ih 
of  November  last.  In  that  letter,  which  is  writ- 
ten on  the  same  day  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams to  Mr.  Eiving,  he  says:  ''But  it  is  proper, 
'  in  the  first  instance,  in  reference  to  the  first  of 
'  tbe  propositions  made  by  you  on  the  24tb  of 
'  last  month,  to  correct  an  erroneous  impression 
'  which  you  entertain,  and  which  is  certainly  o-" 
'warranted  by  any  communioalions  which  yi 
'  have  received  from  ibis  Government.  Yi  _ 
'  have  been  informed  thai  the  contingencies  upon 
'  which  GeneralJackson  adopted  those  measures 
'  which  you  represent  as  hosiiliiies  and  ouuagei^ 
'  not  having  been  anticipated,  had  not  been  pro- 
'  vided  for  in  bis  instructions ;  that  tliey  were 
'unforeseen  emergencies,  upon  which,  judging 
'  measores  of  energy  necessary,  he  had  resorted 
'  to  them  on  his  own  responsibility,"^.  Again: 
in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Ervtng,  of  the  same  dale,  it 
ia  said  ibat  "^Ibe  Spanish  Government  musl 
'  likewise  have  been  satisfied  thai  the  occupation 
'  of  these  places  in  Spanish  Florida,  by  the  com- 
*  mander   of  the  Ameiicau   forces,  was  not   by 


prised  when  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  T*li.- 
■anos)  lold  us  that  he  considered  him  as  com- 
pletely joilided,  by  bis  orders,  even  in  the  capture 
of  Peosacola,  and  when,  for  proof  of  thli,  he 


called  our  attention  to  a  paragraph  in  tfaa  Icda 
of  tbe  SecreUry  of  War  to  Governor  Bibb  of  ik 
13th  of  May  last,  in  whieb  Ibe  SactetairrMp 
"  General  Jackson  is  vetted  with  fall  pawmts 
conduct  the  war  in  the  manner  in  which  htmcf 
judge  best."  These  general  orders,  wbateis 
they  may  have  been,  must  be  conatrned  in  nta- 
ence  to  the  orders  wbioh  bad  prorided  ImAt 
particular  state  of  things  which  aetoally  occn- 
red,  and  must  be  restricted  by  then.  The  olsa- 
vance  of  tbe  neutral  risbta  of  Spaia  bad  bM 
expressly  enjoined;  ana  the  Mesttge  ofthcSU 
of  March  last  also  informed  us  that  ordeaU 
been  siven  to  ibe  General  in  comiiMiBd  aotw 
enter  Florida  unless  in  the  pursnit  of  tbeac-  ' 
my.  and  in  that  ease  to  respect  the  SpuiA 
autkority  wherever  it  was  maintained."  Tk 
Secretary  of  War  had  no  power  whatever  n 
issue  a  carte  blantAe  of  tbe  kind  which  mjr  ho^ 
otable  cidleagne  baa  construed  to  ineJnde  a  ng^ 
to  attack  the  forts  of  a  Power  in  amity  wilb  oa^ 
From  my  ncnuainlance  with  that  oficer,  wndif- 
fer  rerymneh  inour  estimation  of  htsknowledgt  , 
of  the  duties  of  bis  station,  if  my  eoUeagtw  be- 
lieves that  such  an  nnantborized  license  was  em 
imagined  by  him.  Nor  ban  the  Execntivc  tii 
such  powers.  From  the  order*  aetnally  issat^  I 
it  seems  ihit  be  too  welt  understood  tbe  dittriW- 
tion  of  powers,  and  too  highly  respected  the  (» 
dinal  piinoiple*  gf  our  QoverameBt,  u  bdim  | 
that,  m  this  case,  weh  a  power  cosid  Ikarebtei 
conierred  on  the  commander  of  an  nrny.  S* 
possessing  it  himself,  be  eould  delegate  it  is  le 
one:  and  my  colleague  muat  have  been taitiskei  I 
in  the  cooslruction  which  be  gaT«  to  lbfse«^ 
der*.  ' 

The  immediate  restoration  of  Penaacnls  is 
unequivocal  evidence  that  the  post  was  BM 
captured  in  conformity  to  (be  views  or  iutni^ 
tions  of  the  Executive  and  virloally  amo«aU  u 
a  disavowal  of  its  seiiure,  on  the  pan  of  obx 
Government.  Although,a*  betweenosaodBpfttn, 
Ibe  Exeomive  has  not,  and  perhaps  ought  not,  to 
have  yielded  to  the  demand  of  that  QoTemBeat 
to  infiict  punishment  on  General  Jaekton,  iiii 
not  certain  bow  Tar  they  have  intended  to  adt^ 
bit  act*  as  Constiiuiioaal.  FroBL  a  carafal  ei- 
aminaiion  of  tbe  letter  from  the  Secretary  o( 
State  to  Mr.  Etviog,  I  hate  been  led  lo  deabt 
whether  they  bave,  in  unqualified  terms,  saa& 
tioned  the  occupation  of  St.  Marka  and  Pema- 
cola.  In  that  letter,  it  is  said  that  "  it  beesaie, 
'  therefore,  in  tht  opinion  of  General  Jaek«a, 
'  indispensably  nececsaiy  to  take  from  the  Oo^ 
'  ernor  of  Pensacola  the  meaoe  of  carrying  hii 
'  threat  into  execDiion."  Again :  "  It  wai^  ie  hit 
'jndgtneni,  ool  sufficient  tbai  they  (ihelndiasil 
'  should  be  suffered  to  rally  their  numbcn  nnio 
'  the  protection  of  Spanish  forts,"  Ac  The  est- 
tious  phraseology  of  ihe*e  and  many  other  f*>- 
sages  of  this  leiier,  leaves  it  somewhat  equirM*! 
whether  even  the  Government  baa,  ai  bem<a 
General  Jackson  and  u*,  ascomed  to  their  vlele 
extent  tbe  doctrines  on  wbicb  Qeoeral  JsekNn 
founded  the  justificaiion  of  his  proceediags-  V. 
however,  snob  sanction  was  intended  on  UM  p>» 
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of  the  BxecntlTe,  ihe  powns  of  CongrcM  an 
doablyjeopardized. 

Sir,  1  have  read  thii  teller  of  the  Secreurr  of 
StBtB  with  grief,  Rod,  I  will  add,  with  no  little 
hnmiliitioa  for  atj  conatrr.  Ittatead  of  that 
ealm,  mtnly,  and  dignified  character  which  form- 
erlr  marked  oar  dipTomacjr,  it  seemB  to  hare  been 

Enned  ander  Ihe  infiaeoce  of  temper  and  pela- 
ice.  It  is  a  produciioa  Talhei  addressed  to  the 
pu«ion8  than  a  tempeiate  and  candid  appeal  to 
the  reaaoii  and  good  sense  of  mankind.  Some 
parts  of  it  are,  in  my  jodgmeac,  oSensire  to  that 
diploEDatio  courtesy  which  should  characterize 
the  inierconne  of  nations.  Referring  to  Am- 
btiater'a  letters  to  Colonel  Nicholla,  "  informing 
him  that  he  is  with  300  negroes,"  a  few  of  our 
Bluff  people,  "  who  had  stack  to  the  cause^  and 
irere  relying  on  the  faith  of  Nicholls's  promises," 
the  paragraph  is  thus  continued:  "Our  Blnff 
'  people  were  the  people  of  the  N^o  Fort  col- 
'  tected  by  Nicholls  and  Woodbine,  and  '  the 
'  canae*  to  which  they  stack  was  the  savage,  ter- 
'  vile,  exterminating  war  against  the  United 
'  StRtea."  Really,  sir,  if  sarcasm  most  hare  been 
Teeurted  to  on  the  occasion,  it  sorely  need  not 
have  been  loaght  for  in  the  Tulgarities  of  Am- 
briater's  letters. 

Oil  the  subject  of  the  trials  of  Arbmbnot  and 
Ambriater,  it  is  said  that  "  the  defeufee  of  the  one 
'consisted  solely  and  exclasivcly  of  technical 
'  eavila  at  the  nafare  of  pari  of  the  evidence 
'  a^iost  him,  and  the  other  confessed  his  guilt." 
It  i«  here  gravely  asserted,  that,  on  a  trial  lor  life 
oT  death,  an  objection  to  the  heanav  deelaralioos 
of  «D  laaiao  is  a  techaieal  cavil '. — tbat  this  cotin- 
irv  recognises  an  institution  for  trial  of  capital 
offences,  on  which  an  objection  to  the  proof  of 
the  hearsay  declaration  or  an  Indian,  who,  if  him- 
self present,  eould  not  have  been  a  competent 
witoess,  is  a  technieal  cavil  t  To  be  condemned 
to  an  ignominious  death  on  testimony  of  this  sort 
is  what  Ihe  honorable  Secretary  has  termed  "  the 
benefit  of  a  trial  by  eoan  martial."  The  threat 
contained  in  the  cooclasion  of  this  letter  deserves, 
allenst^  to  be  remarked  by  this  Mouse ;  "  if  the  ne- 
'  cessittes  of  self-defence  should  again  compel  the 
'  United  Slates  to  take  possession  of  the  Span- 
'  ish  forts  and  places  in  Florida,  declare,  with  the 
'  frankness  and  candor  that  becomes  us,  that  an- 
'  other  unconditional  restoration  of  them  most  not 
'  be  ezpecled."  Before  a  war  of  conquest  is  car- 
ried into  the  dominions  of  Spain;  before  the  ar- 
miea  of  this  nation  are  seat  to  enforce  the  condi- 
tions which  we  prescribe  to  other  nations  as  the 
tenure  by  which  they  shall  enjoy  the  sovereignty 
«C  their  own  territories,  I  trust  that  this  House 
will  at  least  be  eossulted ;  that  tbe  discretion  of 
Congress  alone  will  determine  the  question  of 
war  or  peace.  1  do  not  relish  the  fulmination  of 
these  threats  by  a  Secretary  of  Foreign  Aflairs. 
We  have,  indeed,  heard  of  imperial  ecTicts  in  an- 
other quarter  of  the  ^obe.  At  one  time  it  is  de- 
creed, that  tbe  Bourborn  dynasty  no  longer  exists 
in  Spain,  at  another,  tbe  Queen  of  Etruria  no 
longer  reigns,  and  a  band  of  soldiery  is  forihwilh 
sent  to  enforce  the  mandate,  and  "■* 


Governments  of  other  nations.  These  imperial 
examples  are  hardly  worthy  of  onr  imiuiion ;  and 
I  prav  that,  if  this  letter  is  to  be  hereafter  the 
model  of  oar  diplomatic  correspondence,  some 
means  may  be  devised  to  remedy  its  effect  upon 
our  national  character,  ft  would  hardly  be  im- 
agined^ from  perusing  that  letter,  by  one  un- 
versed in  our  institutions,  that  our  form  of  Govern- 
ment was  republican.  And  against  whom  is 
this  threat  issued  7  "  Poor,  miserable,  and  degra- 
ded Spain?"  Indeed  she  is  too  weak  to  repel  or 
scarcely  to  resent  the  encroachments  of  any ;  but, 
fallen  as  she  is,  it  affords  but  a  sorry  ttinmph  to 
insult  her  weakness.  I  fear  that  the  wrongs  of 
which  she  has  been  guilty  towards  us  have  in- 
duced lets  regard  for  her  rights,  and  that  we  have 

It,  iherefore,  been  scrupulQus  to  respect  them. 

For  what  reasons  was  Fensacola  occupied? 
Not  because  it  might  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Indians,  nor  has  it  it  been  asserted  that  it 
was  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  our  army. 
The  war  was  finished  before  General  Jackson 
CTossed  into  West  Florida.  Mr.  Adams  says, 
thai  "  before  tbe  forces  under  his  command,  toe 
savage  enemies  of  his  conoiry  had  disappeared." 
General  Jackson  bad,  on  the  26th  of  April,  said 
that  they  had  "  not  the  power,  if  the  will  remain- 
ed, of  again  annoying  out  frontier."  The  cause 
wnich  immediately  determined  him  to  "hesitate 
no  longer"  on  the  coarse  be  should  pursue,  was  the 
delivery  to  him,  on  the  23d  Mar,  of  the  protest  of 
the  Governor  of  Pensacola.  This  officer  had,  in 
defence  of  the  province  intrusted  to  bis  protec- 
tion, determined  to  discharge  his  duty  to  his  sov- 
ereisn.  He  was  bound  to  defend  the  territory. 
Had  he  not  reason  to  believe  the  views  of  Gener- 
al Jackson  to  be  hostile  ^  Had  he  not  the  beat 
means  of  judging?  General  Jackson  had  previ- 
ously informed  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  let- 
ter of  the  5th  of  Hay,  that  the  statements  which 
had  been  made  to  him  of  the  supplies  furnished 
from  Pensacola  to  the  Indians,  compelled  him 
"  to  make  a  movement  to  the  west  of  the  Appal- 
Bchicoia,  and,  should  they  prove  correct,"  tliat 
"Pensacola  must  be  occopled  by  an  American 
force,  the  Govemor  treated  according  to  his  de- 
serts, or  as  policy  may  dictate."  At  this  time, 
this  protest  had  not  been  received.  Was  Pensa- 
cola at  last  occupied  as  a  temporary  means  of  da- 
fence  against  the  Indians  9  In  the  despatch  of 
the  Sd  of  June,  General  Jackson  says,  that  *  the 
'  articles,  with  but  one  condition,  amount  to  a 
'  complete  cession  to  the  United  Stales  of  that 
'  portion  of  the  Fioridas  hitherto  under  the  gov- 

*  ernmeni  of  Don  Jose  MazoL"  A  civil  govern- 
ment was  established,  officers  appointed  j  and  in 
tbe  same  despatch  the  Secretary  was  informed, 
that  "  Captain  Gadsden  was,  among  other  things, 

*  inslracted  to  report  "  what  new  works  should, 
'  in  his  opinion,  be  erected  to  give  permanent  ae- 
'  curity  to  this  important  territorial  acquisition  to 
'  onr  Republic."  la  this  the  manner,  or  are  these 
ihe  measures  and  the  principles  of  tbe  law  of  na- 
tions which  gentlemen  recognise  as  justifying  the 
occupation  of  neatial  forts  by  a  belligerent  in 
self-defence?    Are  nenirals,  when  thus  dispoa- 
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Mued  of  BorefeigDly  for  ibjs  parpose,  to  he  treot- 
•d  •>  a  conquered  eoemf  7  1  bave  not  come 
here  with  Taitel,  or  volumea  of  public  law,  lo  de- 
tenniiie  whether  some  principles  may  not  be  de- 
doced  by  alee  and  subtle  JDvealigaiion,  qo  which 
we  may  Justify  these  acts.  It  i»  enough  that 
the9e  docuraeols  raiitf;  me  (hat  General  Jackson 
occupied  PensacolB  with  ihe  Ttewi  which  be  has 
himEGlf  declared.  If  these  acts  do  not  amount  to 
war,  I  ara  at  a  toss  to  know  what  more  we  could 
bare  authorized  to  be  dooa  to  change  our  rslar 
tioBB  with  Spain. 

The  capture  of  St.  Marks  was  equally  noau- 
thorized  by  orders,  and  was  equally  in  derogatioa 
ofthe  rights  of  Spain.  It  appears  to  bare  been 
seized  as  a  conTenieot  "  depot"  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  oui  army.  I  shall  not  detain  yon  by 
again  repealing  what  has  already  been  so  ably  and 
satisfactoiily  illustraled  by  those  who  have  already 
addressed  the  Committee  on  this  poioL  The 
terms,  bowerer,  on  which  St.  Marks  was  offered 
to  be  restored,  ar£  worth;r  of  notice.  They  tend 
to  show  how  ^laally  the  imporlBBce  of  this  war 
with  the  Seminoles,  and  that  necessity  which  is 
resorted  to  as  a  justification  of  the  capture  of  this 
fort,  has  been  maguified.  St.  Marks  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  territory  occupied  by  these  tribes — 
and  yet  it  appears,  from  the  letter  of  the  30lh  of 
rtoT«mbeT,  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  m«D  would 
be  accepted  as  "a  ScaniGh  force  adequate  lo  its 
protection  agaiust  lEe  Indiaus."  Tes,  sir — two 
aundred  and  SAy  "poor,  miserable,  and  degra- 
ded" Spaniards,  as  the  honorable  genileman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Uolues)  was  pleased  to  call 
that  nation,  were  considered  as  compeunt  efiec- 
loally  to  restrain  these  tribes  from  its  forcible 
occupation  "  for  purposes  of  hostility  agaijist  the 
United  States." 

It  has  been  thus  that  war  has  been  waged 
without  the  auiboriiy  of  Congrass.  My  honor- 
able colleague,  (Mr.  Tallmadqh,)  in  reTiewing 
the  effects  of  this  campaign  in  Florida,  expressed 
his  satistaeiioQ  that  permanent  peace  had  been 
restored  along  the  Southern  frontier.  Peace  ! 
I  cannot  partake  of  this  gratification.  It  is 
the  peace  of  a  great  charnel  house— the  peace 
which  presides  orer  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead— 
the  peace  which  reigced  along  the  Andes  when 
the  remorselea  Plzarro  bad  spread  desolalion  orer 
South  America — the  peace  which  pervaded  Hol- 
land when  tbe  merciless  Duke  of  Alva  had  de- 
luged bei  ftaitful  fields  and  drenched  the  streets 
Diner  cities  with  the  blood  of  her  citizens— tbe 
peace  which  rested  on  the  vast  plains  of  the  pen- 
insula of  Hindoslao,  when  the  ferocious  H^der 
Aly  had  extirpaiett  from  those  fertile  regions 
CTeiy  reitiee  of  civilization.  There  is  one  dif- 
ference, sir  between  these  eases.  The  one  swept 
the  remnant  of  his  miserable  rictims  into  captiv- 
ity— the  other  sent  them  to  the  chrtaiian's  Qod. 

Prom  every  view  which  I  hare  been  able  to 
take  of  this  invasion  of  tbe  Spanish  territory,  I 
am  constrained  to  believe  that,  from  the  first  en- 
try of  our  army  into  Florida,  the  rights  of  Spain 
vere  violated.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Hoi.jf£S]  assumed  that  the 


Indian  tribaawere  indaitendaot  natiaii%  «Dd  then 
argued,  that,  as  the  tTnited  States  were  at  war 
with  the  Seminoles,  who  held  concurrent  aorer- 
eignly  with  Spain  over  ihe  invad«d  territory,  iba 
neutral  rights  of  Spain  most  yield  to  ours  as  a 
belligerent.  I  ahail  only  reply  lo  this  by  aaying 
that  I  know  of  no  joint- tenancy  of  supreine  power 
of  this  sort — that  I  do  not  comprehend  wiib  much 
precision  how  among  nations  these  various  sov- 
ereignties can  exist  over  the  same  subject  and 
for  ttie  same  purposes ;  all  of  which  are  independ- 
ent; and,  yet,  alt  concurrent— neiilier  of  which 
recognises  eupremacy  in  (he  other— whose  sepa- 
rate authority  is  entirely  distinct,  and  al  the  same 
time  absolute — and  wherein  one,  by  changing  its 
own  foreign  relations,  can  completely  prostraia 
all  the  rights  of  the  other.  The  tribes  of  Indians 
which  inhabit  our  territory  are  not  considered  as 
independent  Daiions for  any  purposes.Ai  hetween 
us  and  other  Powers.  Kven  cowards  ourselves, 
we  do  not  acknowlei^e  them  to  be  absolutely  so. 
It  is  too  late  now  to  inquire  whether  the  right  of 
European  nations  to  this  country  has  been  derived 
from  discovery  or  cooqueat,  or  what  their  lights 
would  be  as  deduced  from  either.  The  original 
charters  of  tbe  colonies,  the  grant  of  monopolies 
for  Indian  trade,  and  ihe  repeated  and  unqualified 
transfer,  by  treatv,  of  all  their  territories,  are  nn- 
answerable  proofs  that  all  rights  over  the  coun- 
tries which  thay  occupy  are  subordinate  to-Ute 
sovereignties  of  those  governmenls  within  whose 
jurisdictions  they  reside.  The  common  coaaeot 
and  universal  convention  of  Earopean  Powers 
has  settled  this  question — our  oWn  Constiiutioa 
has  lecogoiaed  and  establiidied  the  adoption  of 
ihis  principle  into  the  code  of  public  law.  The 
power  even  to  regulate  the  trade  of  our  own  citi- 
zens and  tbreigners  wilh  the  Indians,  and  all  theii 
exterior  commercial  coonexioDs,  is  veiled  in  Con- 
gress. We  do  not  rect^nise  as  lawful  the  intsr- 
lerence  of  any  foreign  Power  in  their  concerns. 
The  making  of  treaties  with  them  is  denied.  We 
claim  ibem  to  be  exclusively  under  our  own  pr^ 
tection.  Had  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  but  read  a  little  further  in  the  cor- 
respondenee  of  our  Commissioners  st  Qhant,  he 
would  have  found  all  these  principles  aneried  md 
enforced.  "  Without  the  admission  of  this  prio^ 
'  ciple,  there  would  be  no  ialelligible  meaning  a^- 
'  tached  to  stipulations  establishing  boundaries  be< 
'  iween  the  dominions  in  America  tf  civilizad  aa- 
'  tions  possessing  territories  iobabited  by  Indian 
'  tribes.  Whatever  maybe  the  lelatioDsof  Indiana 
'  to  the  nation  in  whose  territory  they  are  thus 
'acknowledgedtoreside,  they  cannot  be  considered 
'  as  an  independent  Power  by  the  naiion  which 
'  has  made  sueh  acknowledgment." 

As  between  the  Indiana  and  us,  we  hare  left 
to  ibem  but  a  few  limited  attributes  of  sovereign- 
ty. The  right  to  dispose  of  the  lands  they  occupy 
is  not  absolute.  Their  posseasions  can  be  only 
traosferred  to  tbe  Uniied  States.  From  policy 
our  laws  have  not  been  extended  to  Ibemt  noc, 
indeed,  would  it  be  practicable  for  any  useifui  pur- 
pose. Their  attacks  upon  our  inhabitants  are 
repelled  by  the  Executive  as  cases  of  domestic 
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iwnrwotioB,  witbrnii  tb*  fnnq^il^r  of  a  iealan- 
ikn  of  war.  From  Uic«e  priDCiplM,  md  ihit 
relaiioa,  it  rtmit*  Ibat  ttteit  are  so  Hr  onr  tab- 

SBB,  io  Tcf«reDn  to  oihn  Powns,  Ibat  we  are 
iDod  to  lertnin  ihair  hoalilitics  on  foreign  db> 
lioDi.  The  Mine  datf  we  eUim  of  otlien.  We 
have  ibe  ligbt  to  require  them  to  TMtrain  tlieii 
depredaliou  on  ogratlnt.  Will  it  be  tolerated 
th«t  an  arBT  frmn  CaiMda,  in  ho«tilil*  wilb  (be 
IndiBD  trlbea  reeidiDg[  in  the  State  of  Naw  York, 
eould  lawfuUf  cxeroise  the  power  of  marebinf 
acroH  ibat  Siai^-pio^Rating  her  wrercignty, 
and  Mihjeetiog  Jier  citixena  to  at)  tbe  borroi*  of 
WW  in  putEoit  of  those  trihesi  Befote  a  fonign 
Power  can  claim  any  right  of  ihi*  Mrtja  demand 
Bi  leaat  oo  onr  own  QoveiniDeni  ^oold  be  made. 
We  were  bound,  on  every  principle  which  sboold 
be  milntaiDed  in  retation  to  the  Indian  liibea,  to 
hnra  mede  ihii  demand  oa  Spain  before  we  in- 
raded  her  territoty.  Has  thia  demand  been  made? 
I  faaTe  examined  the  cormpondenee,  and  hare 
not  found  iL  Binee  the  deatruetion  of  the  negro 
fori,  in  1816, 1  do  not  find  that,  in  all  the  eommn- 
nieations  between  onr  QoTernment  and  the  Spnn- 
ith  Minister,  tbe  hoitility  of  ibe  SemiDslei  had 
been  alluded  to.  Camp^ot  was  before  male  of 
the  existeace  of  that  fort,  bat  lhat,haa  been  long 
destroyed  by  onrown  force*.  If  anp  remoostranee 
ha»  been  preferred  ainee  ttrnt  time,  I  hope  that 
some  genueman  who  jnstifle*  these  proeeedinga 
wiil  point  to  it.  In  the  letter  of  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister to  our  QovRoment,  of  the  17ih  of  Jnne  iast, 
it  is  aiBBrted  thai,  '^  under  the  pretext  of  making 
'  war  against  the  Indians,  oa  complainte  or  mo- 
'  lives  whieh  have  neither  been  oommanieated  to 
'  the  Oeremor  of  those  ptoTino^nM  to  ibeCap- 
'  tain  Qenenl  of  the  island  of  Cua,  who  is  also 
<  QoTemar  of  them,  nor  to  any  other  Spanish 
'  officer  or  puUie  fnoottonary,  tbe  deaainitnis  of 
'  fiiaM  Florida  hare  been  invaded,  and  the  Span- 
'  ieb  territory  enieredae  if  it  hMl  been  an  enemy's 
'  Bouotry."  This  declaration  was  afterwanU  re- 
iterated in  a  Bnbseqnent  letter ;  and  bow  baa  it 
been  answered?  Two  other  letters  were  sent 
from  the  Spanisti  Minister  to  enrOovernment  OB 
this  lotijeet,  when,  on  the  S3d  of  Jaly,  Hr.  Adams 
replied  m  these  words :  "  It  caonot  be  nnknowo 
'  to  yen  thai,  for  a  eonaidenUe  time  before  the 
'  Qorerament  of  tbe  United  8mtes  issued  otders 
'  for  military  epmuioBS  io  tbm  qoarter,  ibe  in- 
'  babitaots  U  that  frootier  had  been  exposed  ta 
'  deptedatiens,"  ±c.  It  would  noterea  bare 
been  swEeicnt  that  we  bad  made  a  formal  d» 
nutnd  OB  tbe  Ckwerooi  of  Pemacohi ;  be  was  bnt 
a  subordinate  afficer;  we  were  at  least  bonnd  lo 
have  remonstrated  to  the  Minister  of  Spain  at 
this  Oovemment.  I  have  thus  far  considered  this 
point  without  mlerenoe  to  the  treaty,  and  per- 
fect, as  I  believe,  without  il ;  am  right  was  to 
require  Spain  to  restrain  the  hostilities  of  the  In- 
dians residing  within  her  territory,  ye^  as  n  ireaiy 
siipnlatioB  exieted,  it  was  more  clearly  our  duty 
to  have  made  that  demand  before  her  sovereignty 
was  viohited.  Tbe  justification  of  tbe  Execu- 
tive, which  has  been  alleged  in  thia  debate,  as 
aeisug  from  the  Begleet  of  Spain  to  fnlfll  the 


tronty,  is  Mbeious,  If  the  treaty  had  been  vio- 
lated, tbe  Eieeutive  possessed  no  auihoriiy  to 
enforce  onr  rights  by  arms.  It  ia  the  eierltoD  of 
Bational  force  for  the  redress  of  wroag  or  tha 
presnvaiion  of  right,  which  constitutes  the  pre- 
cise defiDitioo  of  war,  aod  the  Congreea  alone 
was  vested  with  the  authority  to  declare  it.  This 
treaty  has  heretofore  received  a  practioal  con- 
amiction  from  ourselves,  whieh  iboulil  have  been 
observed.  When  tbe  right  of  deposite  at  New 
Orleans,  which  was  seeored  by  the  23d  article, 
was  withheld,  under  the  Prcstdency  of  Mr.  Jef- 
fereoo,  it  waa  proposed  that  Congreai  should  im* 
mediately  authorize  the  President  to  restore  the 
right  by  force.  Tbe  lesolHtions  introduced  into 
tbe  Senate  by  Ur.  Rose  created  much  agiiaiion 
and  debate.  One  of  those  resolutioni  wae,  "that 
'  the  President  be  authorized  to  take  immediate 
'  |>ossessioa  of  such  place  or  plaoes  in  the  said 
'island,  or  ibe  adjacent  teiriteries,  as  be  may 
'  deem  fit  and  convenient  for  the  pujpoie*  afore- 
'  said  J  and  to  adopt  such  other  measures  for  ob- 
'  taiaiBg  tbai  complete  seeuiiiy,  as  (o  him,  in  his 
'  wisdom,  shall  seem  meet."  Although  this  was 
merely  a  propositlim  to  suthoriie  the  President 
10  restore  ibis  right  by  force,  }|et  it  was  objeeied 
that  the  act  of  the  Inieodatu  might  he  disavowed; 
that,  before  war  was  thus  wmged,  a^pUcaiion 
^onld  be  made  lo  the  QovenimcDt  ef  Spain. 
This  was  the  couroe  puruied  by  tb«  Bicpubuenn 
party  at  that  time,  aod  which  was  adopted  by 
Mr.  Jefferson.  When  tbe  Chesapeake  frigate 
was  attacked  j  when  John  Pierce  was  murdered, 
and  our  neutrality  violated,  did  we  fly  to  arms* 
I  am  not  tbe  apologist  of  Spain.  Tbe  injnriee 
wluch  we  have  received  from  that  Powm  have 
been  good  cause  of  war.  When  that  question  ia 
presented,  I  am  ready  to  decide  on  the  expediency 
of  it.  I  sball  support  my  country  in  all  her  right- 
ful claims ;  but,  in  thia  case,  before  I  approve  of 
Ibe  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  I  muM 
be  satisfied  that  we  hare  first  done  tkat  whioh 
was  necessary  to  place  the  Spaa  tab  Qovemment 
in  the  wioog. 

Oentlemen  have  defended  theee  pooeedings  as 
a  case  in  which  a  belligerent  is  justified  in  se^iog 
nentral  forts  or  territory,  ia  self-defnee,  arising 
out  of  estrema  necesaiiy.  I  admit  that  eases  may 
exist  of  that  sort;  they  are  rather  exceptions  to 
(b«  daeirines  wbieb  I  mainiain.  I  can  easily 
imagine  that,  even  under  the  treaty  with  Soaii^ 
an  attack  by  the  Seminoles  might  be  so  sudden 
and  unanticipated,  that  we  might  be  justified  ia 
pursuing  them  even  into  Florida.  But  this  ne- 
cemity  must  not  originate  from  the  fault  of  (he 
belUgereDt.    If,  as  in  tbe  eoee  before  at,  our  a*- 

Jlect  for  GO  loog  a  period  to  require  of  Spain  the 
alfilment  of  tbe  treaty,  or  to  represent  to  that 
Ooverament,  or  even  lo  its  Minister  here,  tbe 
hostile  ioteoiioos  of  the  Indians,  has  brought  this 
necessity  u^u  ourselves,  the  fault  is  on  our  side. 
These  udian  tribes,  and  tbeir  associates,  have 
been  represented  aa  mere  baaditti,  outlaws,  reoe- 
gadoee.  If  so,  then  Spain  was  answerable  to  a& 
on  well  settled  principles,  for  their  nets.  But  I 
ask,  in  what  code  of  tbe  law  of  naiioae  is  an  an- 
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.  tboritf  t«sened  Tor  one  OorerDment,  M  iti  own 
l^eMure,  to  pamie  btndilli,  oniUin,  renegadoe*, 
-or  even  lis  own  feloDB,  into  the  lerritoriei  of 
SDother,  io  voy  ctie,  witboal  fiist  demanding 
tbat  tbef  ihoald  be  delirered  up?  8ir,I  will  de- 
ttln  ibeCommiiteenolaDgerOD  this  pan  of  these 
proceedingE.  Wben  the  order  was  iuued  for  the 
sdraoce  of  our  army  into  Ptorida,  CoDgress  was 
in  seMion.  SabeeqneDl  eyeols  hare  shown  haw 
gteally  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  an  appeal  had 
not  been  made  to  tbat  body  which  could  ontf 
diange  our  retaliona  wilb  Bpain,  aud  which  wai 
then  la  the  full  eserciseof  its  consliiutional  func- 
tions. I  hare  been  somewhat  surprised  at  hear* 
ingihe  eocomiams  which  bare  been  bestowed 
on  Q«neral  Jackson  for  this  incursion  tnio  Flo- 
rida. A  tole  of  thanks  has  been  talked  of.  He 
bas  been  called  bv  the  iinposing  names  of  eon- 
qnerer,  hero,  benelector.  Conqueiorl  If  the  root 
and  dispersioB  of  a  race  of  barbarians,  degraded 
and  defenceless  as  the  Seminoles,  can  confer  this 
title,  high,  indeed,  is  bis  eleraiion.     When  Ti- 

Koes,  with  two  hundred  thousand  men,  had 
n  defeated  by  Lucullus,  with  only  twenty  thou- 
sand, the  Roman  soldiers,  a(>er  pursuing  the 
enemj;  for  some  distance,  suddenly  slopped,  and 
burst  into  loud  laughter,  to  think  that  iney  had 
used  their  swords  on  such  a  set  of  cowardly 
slaves.  Hero!  If  the  blaze  of  burning  towns, 
the  exlermiaation  of  ibeir  wrelebed  inbabitanis, 
the  death  of  captives,  and  the  extirpalioo  of  the 
linnian  race,  can  confer  renown  and  elevate  onr 
natare,  glonons  and  ennobling,  indeed,  ere  these 
aebievemenu^  Benefaclar  t  If  the  honor  of  our 
eonntry,  the  dignity  of  its  character,  the  justice 
of  its  instituiions,  and  the  purity  of  our  religfon, 
are  sanctified  b^  deeds  like  these,  pour  out  your 
full  libations  of  praise,  and  offer  the  unaffected 
homage  of  a  nation's  gratitude.  How  keenly 
doe*  it  wound  the  sensibility,  how  low  should  ft 
sink  the  pride,  of  an  American,  to  compare  the 
laurels  won  upon  the  plains  of  Orleans  with  this 
sickening  nightshade,  plucked  from  the  morasses 
of  Florida  1 

As  to  the  ezecniion  of  Arbtitbnot  and  Ambm- 
tar,  I  acquiesee  in  ths  moral  justice  of  their  sen* 
tence.  Without  expressing  (bat  opinion  from  the 
evidence  on  their  trials,  they  probably  deserved 
their  fate.  But  I  can  never  admit  the  legality  of 
the  trials,  or  the  punishment  which  was  inflicted. 
Had  they  been  put  to  death  in  the  heat  of  battle, 
considering  tbe  course  wbiuh  they  have  parsned, 
I  should  not  have  censured  it,  bowmucbsoever  I 
should  hare  regretted  such  an  exercise  of  power, 
But  they  were  tried  bj  a  court  martial.  Such  it 
wasorlginally  called  in  the  despatches  of  Qcn- 
eral  Ja^soo,  and  such  it  is  recognised  to  hare 
been  in  tbe  letter  to  Mr.  Erring. 

Tbe  booorable  Speaker  alluded  to  tbe  ease  of 
the  Duke  D'Eogheis,  as  in  many  respeois  similar 
to  these.  Tbe  history  of  the  recent  events  in 
Europe  furnishes  another,  which  in  my  judgment 
it  more  neatly  parallel.  When  the  armies  of 
France  were  devastating  Europe,  John  Palm,  a 
citizen  of  Nuremburgh,  was  seized  by  order  of 
the  Emperor,  torn  from  his  family,  and  brought 


before  a  miliisry  .tribunal.  He  waa  a  priuai. 
His  crime  was,  that  he  had  insirncled  his  eosa- 
trymen  in  their  rights,  and  uughl  them  their 
duty  ;  that  he  bad  exhorted  them  to  defend  thek 
country  against  its  invaders.  For  this  he  was 
charged  with  having  excited  the  enemies  of 
France  to  hostility  against  the  Bmperor.  On  this 
charge  he  was  condemned  and  executed.  How 
striking  and  palpable  is  the  resemblance  between 
this  accusation  and  (hose  on  which  Arbnthnol 
and  Ambrister  were  tried !  Alt  Baropeaad  Amet- 
ica  indignantly  refmibaied  the  exercise  of  snch  a 
power  by  a  military  Iribnnal,  even  in  a  country 
at  war  wiib  France.  And  what  were  the  migiitf 
effects  produced  by  the  Preach  Emperor  by  tbn 
barbarous  act  t  He  widowed  a  wife,  orphaned 
her  helpless  offspring,  and  broke  the  heart  of  a 
woman  1  Sanction  the  death  of  Arbnthnol  and 
Ambrister,  and  with  what  grace  shall  we  here- 
after condemn  tbe  execution  of  John  Palm  ? 

I  shall  vote  my  disapprobation  of  ihe  trial*  of 
Arbuthooi  and  Ambrister,  because  they  were 
executed  under  the  forms  of  law,  and  becaoae 
I  am  not  prepared  to  avow  to  the  world,  that  wa, 
who  boast  »o  much  of  our  justice,  recognise  an 
insiitntion  of  (bis  nature.  I  am  anxious  to  blot 
out  Ibis  suin  upon  our  national  character.  Their 
ease  was  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Conrt 
martial.  Coarts  martial,  among  us,  ata  but  Ike 
mere  creatures  of  positive  law.  AH  their  author- 
ity is  derived  from  the  siaiute  which  creates 
them ;  without  that  they  are  nothing.  They  can 
take  cognizance  of  no  offences  whatever,  sxoepi 
those  specifically  named  in  the  statute.  Thnr 
jurisdiction  over  persons  is  sirictly  confined  to 
the  army  and  those  attached  to  it,  and,  without 
that  eXpreaa  authority  which  has  tieen  coaferrad, 
I  abonld  doubl  wheuer  they,  as  coons  martial, 
had  any  Juiisdiciion  even  in  the  oase  of  a  apy. 
They  are  Iribnnala  of  special  aad  limited  juris- 
diction; their  powers  cannot  be  extended  by  im- 
plication, and  they  are  striotly  confined  lo  tile 
powers  expressly  granied  to  them.  What,  air, 
IS  the  nature  of  these  tribunals  1  The  aceaaer 
prefers  the  charges;  the  accuser^  in  the  first  in- 
stance, selects  the  judges  from  his  own  soboi^ 
nate  officers;  the  accuser  appoints  the  pablte  ad* 
vocate;  the  accuser  approves  or  disapprarc*  the 
senwnce;  and  (he  accuser  exeeutes  it.  Lamciu- 
able  would  be  onr  siioaiion  if  eovrts  martial 
ahould  be  suffered  to  transgress  a  single  latter  «f 
the  law  which  creates  them.  Their  proeeodinn 
are  contrary  to  all  those  aafunards  which  the 
mnnieipal  law  has  provided  Mr  Ihe  security  of 
jierMinal  liberty.  The  ohargcs  are  not  even  sanc- 
tioned by  an  oath;  tbe  arrest  ii  not  founded  ea 
oath;  the  trial  is  without  jury;  the  decuion  is  in 
aecret,  and  tbe  correction  of  their  errors  depends 
on  the  pleasura  of  him  to  whom  the  sentence  is 
submitted.  It  is  now  aliened  that  he  may  even 
alter  it.  By  the  municipal  law  of  England  and 
of  this  country,  a  judge  who  should  venture  to 
pronounce  a  sentence  of  death,  contraiy  to  the 
punishment  which  the  law  has  prescribed;  or 
an  officer  who  should  execute  even  a  leateoee  of 
death  in  a  different  manner  from  iha  judgnuU^ 
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would  Buffer  the  panlihmeDl  of  dnih.  h  'th«re 
SDvtbiog,  then,  in  the  n&tare  or  proceeding  of  a 
mititarv  tribunBl,  which  shoQld  indace  as  to 
riew  them  with  a  more  partial  aod  iodnlgent 
efel  The  sword  ii  almost  ihe  oii!^  emblena  of 
JQstice  which  guides  them.  Shall  we  dow  sajr 
to  Eaiope  that  an  Americati  army,  on  eDleriog 
a  foreign  couDtif,  carries  with  it  these  dreadful 
engines  of  human  misery  and  oppression  1  With 
my  conseDt  these  transactions  snail  never  be  re- 
corded by  history  as  (he  acts  of  the  natioo.  Mr. 
B.  heree&lered  into  aa examination  of  the  charges 
on  which  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  were  tried, 
tnd  concluded  that  none  of  them,  (except  that  of 
being  a  spy,  on  which  they  were  acqaitted,]  were 
eDgoizaUe  by  a  court  martial ;  that  they  were 
ineonsisient  and  absurd;  and  thit,  as  to  Arbuth- 
not, he  dtfnbted  whether  sufficient  eridence  was 
prod  need  lo  establish  them. 

But,  said  he,  of  infinite  conseqtience  will  the 
effect  of  onr  rote  be  on  the  national  character. 
We  profess  to  be  the  only  free  Oorernment  on 
earth  ;  that  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations 
ia  characterized  by  moderation  and  justice;  that 
oar  institutions  are  pure  and  unspotted  ;  that  our 
national  character  is  beyond  reproach.  Above 
all,  we  profess  to  be  Christians.  Qo,  follow  Ihe 
track  of  this  Christian  armv  through  the  Flori- 
daa.  It  can  easily  be  meed.  Every  footstep  is 
trodden  in  blood.  The  path  is  strewed  with  the 
nnbleached  bonet  and  livid  carcasses  of  its  slaugh- 
tered inbabitants.  Survey  this  frightful  waste 
tit  hnman  life ;  the  awfnl  calamities  wkieh  bare 
been  inflicted  on  our  own  species,  and  lay  if  onr 


poaierity  wilt  not  blush  for  their  ancestors.  An 
incident  which  occurred  during  this  campaig 
carries  with  it  the  keenest  rebake  to  our  profe: 


s  of  Christianity.  Duncan  McRimi 
of  the  QeorgtB  militia,  was  capiared  by  the  In- 
dians in  the  early  part  of  the  war;  he  was  con- 
demned by  Hillishadjo  to  death;  the  victim 
was  bound  in  his  presence  and  the  instruments 
of  torture  were  prepared.  The  daughter  of  this 
chief,  an  artless  and  uneducated  child  of  the  for- 
est, who  had  never  beard  of  the  pteeepls  of  our 
religion,  whose  only  iostroction  iiad  been  re- 
eeJTed  from  that  father,  at  the  awful  moment 
irhen  he  was  about  to  suffer  the  exerueiating 
death  to  be  inflicted  by  savage  ferocity,  this  la- 
dian  girl  rashiitg  between  hint  and  his  murderers, 
implored  his  life.  Oq  her  intercession  it  was 
grmoied— the  life  of  oar  fellow-countryman  was 
•pared.  That  father,  who  thus  listened  and 
yielded  to  the  supplication  of  mercy  was  the 
Prophet  Francis,  whom  Qeneral  Jackson  after- 
wards executed.  His  orphaned  child,  in  return 
fur  the  disinterested  benefaction  which  she  be- 
stowed upon  us,  is  left  to  heap  up  the  fallen  earth 
around  his  grave.*    Sir,  is  this  the  era  of  the 

■  Colonel  Arlinakla,  oommaudiot  of  Fart  QadedM, 
on  the  AppaUcIiieola,  oboerrea  in  a  letter  to  the  edit- 
«rt  of  the  QoDrgtB  Joomal  of  the  ftnt  of  NmMaber, 
that,  "  bat  few  of  the  hoetile  Indtaiw  have  larreadeeed 
of  late,  owing,  ■■  (believe,  in  agreat  )neieue,lolbsit 
luLTuig  received  iafortoatioii  that  Ihe  Speniah  Qeveni- 


world  when  America  shall  saBct ion  these  acts  of 
rnhDEQanityl  When  the  potenihtee  of  Earope 
are  compelled,  in  their  alliances,  lo  appeal  to  the 
moral  sense  of  mankind  to  secure  the  (lability  of 
their  thrones,  when  all  Christendom  is  awakened, 
and  one  universal  effort  is  making  to  diffuse  the 
gospel  and  ioculcateilsprecepts of  mercy  throogh- 
oot  the  benighted  regions  of  the  globe,  shall  we 
tutn  aside  from  this  work  of  benevolence,  and 
refuse  to  efface  from  out  history  these  examples 
of  barbaioua  cruelty  T  A  new  era  has  commenced 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  On  every  side 
and  in  every  heart  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  human  race  is  exciting  the  noblest 
efforts  of  our  nature.  Every  Christian  nnlion  Is 
engaged  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  I 
see  around  me  some  of  those  who  have  devoted 
themselves  to  this  alleviation  of  human  misery, 

00  on,  may  Qod  prosper  you  in  this  noble  work 
of  humanity  and  benevolence — your  names  shall 
descend  to  posterity,  associated  with  Wilberforce 
and  Pitt — your  proud  revard  shall  be,  that  you 
bare  bound  up  the  broken-hearted  ;  that  you  have 
carried  joy,  and  peace,  and  comfort,  and  consola- 
tion to  thousands  of  widowed  mothers  and  their 
helpless  ehildren.  Let  our  vote,  on  this  oceaaion, 
wash  out  the  stains  which  have  tarnished  one 
reputation  by  the  execution  of  the  Indian  chiefs 
and  the  death  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  If, 
however,  these  deeds  of  cruelty  are  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  this  House,  here,  before  Ood  and  man, 

1  wash  my  hands  of  their  blood. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

MoiinAv,  January  35. 
Mr.  JoMxa,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Phtebe  Stuarl,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  J.  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  said  Pbmbe  Siuarl ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  lime. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  Mc Calls  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  eogtossed, 
and  read  a  third  time- 
Mr.  Tbouas  M.  NEI.BON,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  recommitted  the  engrossed 
bill,  emitted  "An  act  regulating  the  payments  to 
lavalid  peniitneia,"  repotted  the  same  with  an 


It  will  ■! 


a  of  the  Floiidas."  He 


adde- 

"  Duncan  McBtmnMUt  is  bete ;  Hilly,  the  Prophet 
Ftancia'a  dangbler,  aays  she  sand  hu  lift,  or  used 
noh  iMfluanaa  ei  she  pOMs—d  to  that  e^ct,  from 
Cseiie«*  of  hBrnaai^  alone,  and  that  sIm  would  hare 
rendend  the  same  Mrvioe  to  any  other  white  maa 
slmilarljr  drenmstaneed;  she  is,  tiurajora,  not  di»- 
poead  to  aecept  of  bie  oSsr  of  matrimony,  whioh  had 
beaiL  made,  u  an  ackiMwiadgiaent  of  Bratilnde.  The 
donation,  preeented  thioagh  me  by  the  cilisena  of  Mil- 
ledgeville,  to  Hilly,  Imi  been  deUvered,  and  she  mani- 
CsMed  a  considerable  degree  of  thanUblnasa  to  tbmr 
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■nandnieiii ;  wlusti  beiac  read,  Hr.  H.  Nblbok 
moved  to  )»y  tbc  bill  and  amendment  on  tbc  ta- 
ble ;  vhich  ma  rejeoled. 

The  iiBeDdmeDt  wu  ihea  agreed  lo,  and  iha 
bill  wu  ordered  to  be  K-engroucd,  Bod  reed  a 
third  tims  io-dkmtow. 

WEIGHTS  Ain3  MEASURES. 

Mr.  LowHina,  from  the  leleet  eonimiiiee,  ap- 
pointed on  tbe  27ih  of  November  last,  vo  Inqaire 
wheiber  itbe  exDedient  to  make  any  amendment 
ID  the  laws  qrhicD  regulate  tbe  coias  of  the  Uoi' 
led  States  and  forei^  coios,  having  been  inatrnct- 
ed  alao  lo  inqnite  into  the  expedieney  of  fixing 
lb*  standard  of  weights  and  measures,  made  a 
detailed  report  upon  tbe  latter  subject ;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows  : 

The  weights  and  measnrei  in  on  in  all  the  StatM 
of  the  Union  have  been  deriTed  horn  Englaad.  In 
Laniaiana  Aej  were  until  latel;  French,  bat  a  recent 
law  has  estahliihed  sncb  as  eonfonn  to  those  of  the 
•tber  States.  The  laws  of  the  coloniesj  before  the 
Bevehition,  erldenoe  aotne  attention  to  their  ngQla- 
tton ;  but,  since  that  evMit,  then  hare  bera  ^erj  few 
legialalita  pravkions  npon  the  safajeet  in  any  of  the 
StaMa.  Bu  die  hi^ily  oounMnial  character  of  the 
people,  their  feeamttt  nhaagea  ef  residence,  and  the 
abMsee  of  feudal  inalitaliaDs,  have 


bawasaiag  lo  the  mtema]  trade  of  meet  ef  tbe  Slalaa 
of  EoTope.  Although  in  some  of  Uia  0njtad  State* 
there  are  no  lawi  for  tbe  regnktion  of  weighte  and 
meamiiSB,  and  veiy  defective  kwe  in  the  othets,  jel  is 
diere  more  nnifbrmi^  in  the  composition  and  ^visiou 
both  oi  wughle  end  meaanree  in  the  United  State* 
than  there  was  in  France  befbre  the  adoption  of  her 
new  metrical  ^TBteo),  or  than  then  ia  m  England  now. 
btdeed,  be  mnet  be  a  B^ligent  obaervei  of  the  nan- 
naiB,  the  legblalion,  and  evan  tbe  langnaga,  irf  Ibe 
conntr7,  who  doe*  not  remark  tbe  stMng  tandensy  to 
nnibmiity  whkh  prevails  evanwbero  thntngbont  it 
This  drcomstanee  fadlkatas  uto  estaUiriunent  of  a 
national  standard  of  weigbte  and  meaanret,  without 
anpersedingilsneceedly.  Where  itandaidt 
lished  by  the  laws  of  tbe  States,  tbey  are  in  general 
inch  ss  exist  in  a  fiiiejgn  country,  and  are  iacooaiit- 
ant  with  each  other.  The  diArence  wUch  aolUita 
betwan  the  weights  and  meaenres  of  the  dilfoent 
Bute*  is  certainlr  leas  than  might  have  been  expected 
nndst  Mch  drcamattMoae,  bttt  it  ia  Roi  Ineenslderable. 

The  doctunenta  wbidt  aoeompanjr  this  rmort 
a  difiaranaa  of  fl%-eiie  graina  betwaan  IIM  P 
wwghto  at  Baliimare  and  FUladelpkk; 
them  affind*  evidence  that  eoma  buifca  have  vaed 
wetgbte  Ar  Honej  whiik  are  eonsUataUf  lif Uer  thaa 
thoae  of  the  MiuL  Our  infbrmation  on  the  diaeeid- 
anea  of  meanraa  is  1**b  pieda*  and  antbantia ;  but 
Jabbongb  tbe  camtnittBe  h«ve  beea  diaapp^ted ' 


iaapp^tedlKd 


tboaa  of  difirant  StMee)  jet  tfca 
dwaompadam  ef  maasaaeaof  capaci^  thi 
and  the  known  ineqaalil]'  betweaa  tb*  Sngltt  mod- 
do  not  allow  na  lo  dotdit  tbtfiha 

in  tbe  United  SMeaUaliUgiaaMrlbwthatofwaiihtB. 

The  meaeorea  oaed  in  aantifiag  iha  lands  ef  Ike 

United  States  are  aUMmpand,M  the  aoanaittaehave 

Dndeistood,  with  a  braaa  diain,  made  ondei  tte  darac- 


tioaofMr.K      _  _. ^ 

the  United  Slalaa  empk^  the  waighia  and  a 

which  are  eMablishad,  or  rather  u«ed,  in  tbe  district* 
in  whieh  they  live.  Tbe  cbangee  which  have  been 
made  bv  costom  in  the  weighle  aad  meafue*  of  the 
United  State*  are  anch  aa  add  to  Ihrii  simplicity.  We 
have  discontinued  tbe  use  of  msny  English  weights 
and  meainres,  and  hate  introduced  no  new  ones. 

Of  weights,  we  use  tbe  pound  and  ounce  avcdtda- 
poia,  and  the  troy  pain,  with  the  penoyweigbt ;  and 
fbr  medicine  the-scmple  and  diatjun.  The  trojpoimd 
and  oonce  have  been  diacontinnad. 

Of  lineal  measoia*,  wa  aaa  genevally  Aa  Ineb,  Ibot, 
yard,  fathom,  peieh  or  pole,  ftartmgt  mile  aad  leagna. 

We  have  dMooMmiiBd  tiM  bartoraoni,  palm,  link, 
nail,  span,  cntnt,  and  pace. 

For  drTmeassresofc4aeil|r.wanaeac  p*^ !■'*'*> 
gallon,  peck,  and  buabal. 

We  havediMotUinned  the  potUe,loom,4i)Biler,wej, 

Of  liqnid  meaaorea,  w*  have  diacooliaQed  the  ale 
and  beer  maaanre,  and  apply  to  all  Uqnida  the  £ng> 
lish  wine  meamire. 

We  use  tbe  gill,  pint,  quart,  and  gallon.  We  have 
discontinued  the  ran  diet. 

In  wperficiat  measure,  we  use  tbe  inch,  foot,  yard, 
pole,  rood,  and  aore,  and  have  discentiDned  tbe  uce. 

For  the  meaniTenent  of  firewood,  we  use  fte  Eng- 
lieh  cOrd ;  and  Ibr  coal,  tbe  common  buebel,  heaped. 
We  have  discMtjnaed  the  cbaldnni. 

Tbe  epmniittee  are  nnaniaous  in  the  opinian  that 
thia  Bobject  oiiBkt  net  la  b*  left  te  oBcertain  neages, 
01  to  the  variooa  lawa  of  pailicalat  Btala*.  Thej  will 
not  enlarge  upon  it*  inportauee.  CMBmareial  credit 
is  wall  aacnred  in  every  part  of  tbie  eaantiy,  bj  «a^ 
fweioB  the  punctnal  perforKancc  of  c«attraela.  But 
caaunerca  ilaelf  could  haid^  snbaist,  nala**  acma 
aecnrity  were  given  (beiida  the  judgnent  of  tbe  pur- 
chaser) that  the  article  which  he  buysia  of  tbe  quan- 
tity which  the  seller  describeHi  that  the  weight  or 
measure  which  ia  employeil  is  fair,  Tbe  du^  of  pro- 
viding thi*  security  baa  been  devoTved  t^  the  Coneti- 
tatioa  npon  Congress  ;  and  the  committee  eipresa, 
with  great  reapect,  their  opinion  that  it  should  not  be 
nnlecled  any  longer. 

ft  ba*  been  fteqnenlly  proposed  in  foreign  oounWes 
iptoy,  a*  tlM  AindaiBMital  mrit  of  idl  meaavres, 
vriuefa  abDOld  be  taken  iam  natnta,"  and  be 

,k*oiathe  alteratiana to wbkb  arfaUrary «aad- 

arda  are  expcaad.  In  etacalion  of  thi*  plan,  Iha 
OavaMent  of  Ffattea  ba*  empl^ed,  aa  the  base  of 
itaeyaMnafBieaaare*,lbataiBofthaten«Bttial  mai> 
diaa  paamng  throagk  Pariawbieb  ia  ogntainad  betwaaa 
the  equator  and  the  NerA  p^.  It  haa  adaptad  lb* 
ten  nutlionib  ^art  of  thi*  aro  a*  the  onit  of  meaaora* 
of  lengib,  catbng  it  the  Btetre,  aikd  deducing  from  it  all 
it*  otto  meaaora*  and  weigbte.  It  ha*  taken  aa  the 
unit  of  auperficial  meaaaree  the  aro  or  square  of  ten 
metra* ;  a*  the  unit  of  meBsuras  of  capad^,  botb  tat 
liquids  and  dry  goods,  the  litre,  or  cube  of  the  tenth 

— .  _.  .1 ._  .t .  — ..  -'"leigureapaiticulsih 

ir  cubic  metre  ;  and 
as  dte  imit  of  weight,  the  gramme,  or  ^Molnte  weigU 
of  a  volume  of  pure  water  in  its  state  of  gieiteit 
Jeniilj,eqiial  to  tbacnbeoftiLe  hnctdrodth  part  of  tba 

Tba  atandsd  aseU*  la  [daaad  on  a  tod  of  pfUiaa, 
and  a  killegaantiae  of  plalina  (aqnal  to  a  Iboniand 


a  tfpaw 


KiMOftf  ov  GceiasBn. 


1SS 
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H.orR. 


adopted  Iba  Ptench  >;«tam,  wiilwol  nikterkl  « 

The  aiUbli*hm«nt  of  «  itandtnl  of  nrighti  ud 
lUeMiirei,  which  (bonid  ba  dedooed  &am  ■■)  iatuia- 
Ue  t^pe  in  naloTe,  hu  been  more  than  once  dbeuMed 
in  ths  Bngliah  Putjuneot,  bat  noAing  definitjie  hu 
jet  been  done  in  iL 

In  tbe  Unilod  Stitei,  aUhough  the  mMtUi  hu  been 
reconunended  to  Congien  by  BUCoeHive  PrMident^ 
no  progreu  hai  been  smde  in  deteimining  upoa  > 
■UndaTd  of  i*eighb  and  mMinrea  bejond  that  of 
leceiTJiis  a  report  from  tbe  fint  8ect9i*rj  of  Stale,  Mr. 
lelleiflon ;  nho  coniiden  mUter.b;  ita  mne  eitaaHon, 
W  foraiiJuog  nothing  iuvuiabli^  *nd  it*  notion  ta  (be 
(otl;  remuoing  iwonice.  He  pH^oeea  tho  lenglh  of 
»  metallic  rod  which  ihatl  TitKst«  laconib  of  maao 
time  at  the  level  of  the  oceftn,  ia  tfca  fcrty-fifih  pwallel 
of  noilh  Utitndc^  aa  the  foundation  of  s  tjttem  of 
mMasrea  Ibr  tliB  United  State*.  Tbe  committee  ab- 
etkin  fiom  the  firse  qnototiooa  irhich  tbe;  -would  oth- 
nwiae  m^te  from  tbl«  report,  on  tbe  preaamption  that 
itisTincipal  liawa  ara  in  tlie  memoj;  of  the  Hobm. 

They  do  mit  know  thai  an;  attei^t  at  a  geaeral 
nSatm  at  wughta  and  neaanraa  ha*  of  late  beeo  mnde 
in  anj  othai  countcj. 

The  cflbrta  to  e*t»blieh  natoral  atandanl*  BoffidenUj 
pfore  the  Bsnae  enCertatneil  of  their  advantagee.  'These 
are  etrongty  atated  in  tbe  repoit  of  a  commiaaion  of  the 
French  Inatitate,  to  which  the  Bubjecl  had  been  referred 
W  IbebrOoreniDient  "  on  the  meaaurement  of  degree* 
or  the  meridjan  in  France,  ajid  on  the  reaulta  which 
have  been  deduced  from  it  for  tbe  determination  of  tbe 
t«Bi*  of  the  new  sjlAem  ef  metturee." 

"  It  tc  the  eaaential  adtanlage,"  tliej  aay,  "  of  thia 
•jatem,  that  even  if  all  the  atandarda  ahoald  be  de- 
■tisf  ad  or  aniUMIalad,  leaning  no  other  trace  bat  the 
kauwlej^e  liial  mm  «f  (hem  waa  the  tan-miUionth 
pot.  of  ttiB  fourtBr  of  the  terreatrial  meridian,  and  the 
«tlMT  tke  qoanli^of  water  taken  in  ita  elate  of  great- 
•at.  dMMll7,  an4  cMtalned  In  tbe  cnbe  of  the  tmidi 

Ct  •!  ibe  Ont  mit;,  die  primiliTe  nine  of  both  might 
jot  aeopvand." 

or  the  ptTticnlar  *y*lem  adopted  by  Franoe,  they 
obaerre  "  that  ita  pan*  are  all  intimately  connected 
«Mi  oa^  aABT,aB  dapaadent  tipon  tiie  prfamitive  type ; 
and  iM  mtdttpto*  **d  snbdiaiilon*  Mlow  a  pnigreauon 
liUab  ia  nannJ,  dm^,  eamly  anderRood,  and  atwan 
■rfeiia  "  n*ae«J*eBiaMwetebeM  to  jtutifytfae 
aapvotatin  that  the  atandard  eataUtahed  in  Prance 
1»WBlfl  boMDi*  the  nnifHaal  (tandaid  among  ciTiliiad 


Bnt  tha  plan  of  obtaiBing  an  inrariable  atandard 
ftomi  natua  ia  of  no  aaa;  ^acntion.  The  type  of 
neb  a  atandard  aboaM  be  eqDBlly  aeceartile  to  ail  aa- 
ti(nM>  Tbia,  indaed,  Ihe  ayatem  i*  admitted  to  Teqtnre. 
But  dM  flgore  af  the  earth  i*  RregnlBT  t»  ebaerradon. 
Wa  do  not  know  thM  gnnlatiOD  ia  unifonn  fai  di^ 
fwent  tengitndaa,  tfaongh  in  tbe  aame  latitnde ;  nor 


m  aqoal.    IX  the  eetabliihniawt  of  the  am*  rowidian 
>e  ivofioaed,  or  fiir  tbe  "   * 

U)d  Islitode, 


.  it  will  tallow  that  eniT  cwMrT  but  sua 
it*  (tandaid  in  a  liin^  State.    If  tha 


bava  left  tha  aoeBTM^-af  aoab  a  paaaeaa  in  aame  doabt. 
The  iafrotament  «du<sb  baa  latal;  bean  pnpaaad  in 
tha  aaa  of  tbe  pandulm  •>*«*  mmlj  toaakait  niaia 
«en*ible,bvt  notmaMwdibm;  anaitia  ■ngniarlhat 
reapeatable  aWltvitiea  differ  by  mw*  dtan  hatf  an  inch 
(6S>l0e)  a*  to  tbe  lengdi  of  tbe.pendnlmn  whicb.wai 
nbnto  aaoonda  at  the  nma  leiel,  and  at  the  very  lati- 
tade<tlMtor  tii^-4bra)  wfaieb  baabean  pnuoaadto 
'he  f«t»latiac  peadnlwn-  If,  hnwam,  on  aiUiw  plan, 
L  filed  pnpartion  be  aitabliehad  by  law  betwaoi  (he 
tsndaid  and  a  natnral  type,  tha  alandanl  itaelf,  wbeii* 
lame  and  offive  imply  immntabilily,  Tonat  chan^  with 
every  corrected  eatiinate  of  the  type  which  t*  it*  ba*e. 
The  firat  atandanl  of  the  French  meaanrea  waa  accord- 
ingly declared  to  be  proviMODkL 

Whether  glandanl*  deiiied  from  the  natarai  ^p«a 
which  have  bean  propoaed  h»e  alt  tbe  Bdvaalagaa 
which  have  been  altriluited  to  them,  ««ea]*,  therefore, 

be  qacKionablei  and  Ihe  inc«i*eDia(ide*  of  change 

a  not  email.  If  a  diflereoce  between  the  meaanrea 
of  two  neighboring  towna  afliud  opportuniliaa  fbr  Irand, 
how  much  graatar  muat  theae  be  whut  entirel^  new 
meaauiee  aia  firat  inlrodueed  thiooch  a  whole  eonndy  I 
We  haie  reaaon,  from  lb*  eipariance  ef  Franca,  to 
think  that  theae  will  Im  adopted  slowly  and  impetiiMtly  j 
partially  in  aonw  plaoea,  and  in  all  with  tbe  oonfoiiM 
whidi  reault*  from  retwung  both  the  ^d  natnee  and 
tke  old  diviaioni,  and  giring  them  a  new  a^,  a  dodtla 
meaning.  It  ia  obviou*,  in  >«eh  a  caae,  wbnteret  ban- 
efita  uniformity  and  Mjtiaa  may  give  ta  poatari^,tbat 
the  preient  age  muat  pay  no  aaanty  fnoa  far  Ham. 
The  diSerence  between  Iha  weight*  and  meaanre*  of 
the  aeveral  province*  of  France  waa  *o  great,  that  ani- 
fotmity  oould  not  ban  been  obtaiaad  wtlboat  vatmt 
innofattonK  But  aach  ia  not  their  oeadition  in  the 
Uiited  State*. 

The  priuoipal  advantage  of  dadnaing  a  atHidatd  of 
meator*  from  an  invariable  Vfft  ba  nalnta  ia  repM> 
eoniad  in  b^  IhaL,  in  tbe  event  of  H*  haa  m  deatvue- 
tion.  it  Biayb*  leatared  withont  imalion;  but  Aa 
proportion  Vbieb  cither  natnni  or  aiMraiy  atandard* 
bear  to  any  objact  af  iuTanahle  magaitode,  which  na- 
twe  ma;  be  thought  to  farnieh,  ma;  be  aaoerlained 
with  e«pial  acoBaacy ;  the  reitoration  of  either,  Aerc- 
fott,  noat  be  aqaally  practicaUa.  Tha  old  toiae,  id- 
tbeugfa  not  an  aUfoot  part  of  the  tairaatiial  anidian> 
mnj  be  ae  w«U  obtained  aa  tlm  BMtia,  whieb  i«  mtp- 
pOMd  to  ha  ao,  by  the  meaaanrntnt  of  a  uaiidioaBl 

On  Ae  wlide  Hw  eoBmittee  beUere  it  beat,  at  leatt 

■■■"  -' ■ oflhiacoantry,  to  adopt  abaolnte 

*  -  -'  >eigfatB  and  meaanreB 
among  u*.  If  it  be 
thought  neoeaauy  to  pnrnde  by  law  for  the  loca  of 
theao  alendarde,  tbe  preriaion  may  be  formed  on  (he 
ba«a  of  tlia  boat  experiment,  and  tbe  esactMt  adenc* 
wUoh  Ihe  cnanlty  ean  now  oommand,  and  K^ent 
change  irf  atandard.  Thia  prorialon  may  be  taricd 
wheacwer  the  adianoamant  of  acaeliee  aball  fbnlah  a 


The  eowmiUe*  will  tkaietee  aonflna  liie  propeaata 
wUeb  they  afaall  aabmit  m  the  H*«aa  (o  the  ol^eal  of 
the  fini  plan  prapoead  bj  Ut.  Je&raon,  "  to  render 
wnifawn  and  alable  the  naatUMa  and  weigkla  iibieh 
wa  alraa^  ncaaaaa." 


d  alraaAy  pcaaaaa." 
In  pvraDanea  of  thia  liaw  th^  paepoaa  that  medd* 
of  Ihe  yard,  bnAel,  wine  gallon,  «ud  pevad^  anpooaed 
.»  — c —  ..  ,i. — .  :_  ".oatet^mon  oe*  in  the  Uaitod 


I  to  Ihoaft  m  moatnmmnn  oe*  in- 
ill  be  mad*  nmha  the  direction  of 
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^t  Ihej  ibBlI  b«  decUNd  the  ■taadatd  yard,  bnihel, 
bqnid  g«UoD,  and  poniid  of  the  United  Htttei. 

IftNn  etuiderii  shall  be  adopted  foi  ODrmcamraa, 
the  tm  whidi  will  ortabluh  them  will  detennioe  how 
grealar  or  leu  meaauies  AaH  be  formed  from  tham. 
There  i>  no  Tariet;  in  the  Mtepotition  of  tbeae  in  the 
difleient  Statea,  and,  in  the  opmion  of  the  committee, 
IM>  adeqaate  motive  for  propoaing  e  change ;  there 
will,  conaeqaentlr,  be  no  diffieoltj  in  Ihia  regulation. 

As  to  weighti,  there  uems  to  be  no  strong  objection 
t«  confirming  the  change  whidi  general  nsage  hu 
made,  by  giving  up,  as  is  recommended  bj  Mr.  Jeffer- 
■OD,  the  pound  and  ounce  troy,  and  the  quarter  sjid 
^ehm  aTetrdnfxni.  The  pound  tra;  has  been  long 
dianaed ;  there  is  no  coin  u  heavy  as  a  troy  ounce, 
and  no  coin  of  the  United  States  as  heavy  as  an  ounce 
svoirdapots.  The  ailver  or  gold  contained  in  the  larg- 
est eoina  ii  stated  generally  in  grains,  witbont  the  use 
of  any  higher  denomination.  In  the  sale  of  drags  or 
bBlUob,indeed,l«rge  weights  are  necessary;  but  drugs 
are  now  sold  by  avairdnpots  weight,  and  the  sopprea- 
■ioD  of  (he  ponnd  end  ounce  troy  wilt  produce  no 
diMife  la  the  weights  oaed  for  buUion  in  the  United 
Stales,  ae  theae  are  now  moltiples  of  the  pennyweight 
as  far  as  five  thonaand.  But  ^it  were  not  so,  neither 
the  mint,  the  banks,  nor  the  merchants  who  deal  with 
them,  can  be  embarrasaed  by  employing  in  their  large 
transactions,  not  a  mere  weight,  but  the  common  pound 
and  onnoe  of  the  conntty. 

If  we  suppose  ths  proportion  between  the  common 
ponnd  of  the  United  Statea  and  the  grain  nsed  in 
money  and  medidue  te  be  •*  1 1«  7,D0A,  we  shall  prob- 
ably not  be  materially  wrong.  It  is  the  diffsrence  as- 
oertained  between  those  weights  in  England,  irom 
which  OUT  weights  were  derived  originally,  and  obeer> 
vations  made,  ■■  the  ocunmittee  belierei  with -great  care, 
tt  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  resatt  of  which 
give*  1,000  sreins  of  the  weight*  of  thet  bank  as  equal 
to  die  ponnd  nsed  in  the  moat  eonuneieiel  dty  of  the 
United  Stales,  (Nsw  York.)  Aaanniing  thii  propor- 
tion, it  will  follow  that,  of  weights  that  are  in  n«e  be- 
low a  pound  avoirdnpoie,  (if  we  omit  the  dracbn  end 
qoarlei  pound  a*oitdnpok,  and  Ibe  pound  and  onnoe 
troy,)  the  onnoe,  the  scrapie,  and  tha  grain,  are  ali- 
quot parts  of  the  ponnd ;  the  pennyweight  and  draebn 
era  not  so;  nor  are  the  dndun,  pennyweight,  scrapie, 
or  grain,  aliquot  parta  of  the  ounce.  The  want  of- a 
wbicb  all  the  weights  ^Mokl  be  moltiplea  of 


ftMtTtikt 


;  but  the  inoonvenienee  is  not  great* 
is  the  same  defect  in  the  eoina  in  common  nae.     i.  u* 

S.arlers  of  a  dollar  are  not  multiples  of  a  dime,  nor 
e  eighths  multiples  of  a  cent.  The  oghths  of  a  dol- 
'  lai,  indeed,  are  foreign  eoina,  but  the  irregularity  is 
finind  to  be  of  little  consequence. 

The  ooDunittee  think  that  the  defect  in  the  series  of 
weights  can  produce  no  real  embarrassment  if  we  have 
•  nniferu  ponnd,  with  subdivisions  daacanding  regn- 
Itily  to  the  *izty4»aith  p«rt  of  the  pound,  or  quarter 
nonce ;  if  we  fanve  ■  nnifimn  gnin,  whidi  is  an  ali- 
quot part  of  tha  ponnd,  (7,000dk,>  and  of  the  eighth 
M  the  ponnd,  or  doable  ounce,  and  which  been  to  the 
owiGB  a  proportim  which,  tboagb  eipreaeed  by  a  frac- 
tion, ia  tepteeinled  eitd  may  be  ascertained  by  weighta 
in  common  use,  (ISdwts.  6^  gia.,or  7  drms.  S^qts., 
or  437i  grs.}     Small,  howevar,  as  the  defect  is,  if  ' 


be  removed  without  inconvenience,  it  ought  not  to 
be  overlooked.  They  know  no  better  plan  for  remov. 
ing  it  than  that  suggested  by  Mr.  Jefietwin. 

This  is  substantially  to  divide  the  pound  into  6,912 
inslead  of  7,000  grains,  ind  the  ounce  into  IB,  inMead 
of  SO  penoyweighls.  The  grain  would  be  increased 
by  this  plan  by  abont  IJ  per  cent;  the  pennyweight 
by  somewhat  less.  The  eagle  would  contain  three  less 
of  the  new  than  of  our  present  grains  ;  or,  if  It  were 
thought  important  that  it  should  contain  the  sune  num- 
ber of  grains,  its  value  would  be  about  twelve  cents 
grsater.  fn  medicine,  it  may  be  feared  that  the  knowl- 
edge that  there  was  a  change  might  produce  some  nn- 
laainess  in  those  who  could  not  exactly  estimate  its 
ixtenti  nor  would  it  mnch  im^ve  the  syslen  ol 
ipothecariee'  weights,  nnce,  though  it  would  make  the 
grain  an  alteuot  part  of  the  ounce,  neither  the  scruple 
nor  the  dradmi  would  be  so. 

The  committee  think  it  beat  that  the  pound  and  the 
grain,  which  may  be  considered,  foi  diSerent  purpoeee, 

'  oth  units  of  weight,  should  neither  be  changed  nnr 

luspected  of  being  so.    They  propose,  theielocc^ 

that  the  commission  should  ascertain  the  proportion 

between  the  grain  and  pound,  end  that  the  proportion 

shonid  be  maintained  unalterably. 

In  respect  to  the  composition  of  large  weights,  it 
■eema  proper  that  the  discordance  between  the  use  «f 
the  hundred  and  the  long  hundred,  (or  100  and  US 
pounds,)  and  their  divisiooa,  should  be  removed  ;  and 
of  the  two  sets  of  weights,  that  of  the  hundred  poundi^ 
and  its  divisions,  is  the  simpler  and  better.  A>  to 
weights  above  the  hundred,  except  the  Ion  of  d^ 
ping,  Ihey  are  properly  but  the  names  of  vesaela  e( 
capacity,  of  no  very  delenninate  contents,  and  ongkl 
"ot  to  be  recognised  as  weights. 

The  modes  of  measniement  and  the  •Uewance*  and 
tarea  which  are  used  in  the  difierent  State*  reqoira  cor- 
a  well  as  the  mewnres  themaalvea.  The  eoh- 
brought  to  the  view  of  the  Honaa  by  •  nport 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  Janoa^  last ;  bill 
in  that  laborious  session  there  was  not  time  to  und«f> 
take  it  It  will  etill  be  better  to  defer  the  raovndaM 
which  it  may  require  until  they  can  be  included  in  the 
law  which  shall  estsbllih  the  Btandsrds. 

In  fixing  standards  of  weights  and  meeaurea,  it  wiH 
be  proper  that  Congress  shall  delermins  the  ■eana 
which  ahall  be  employed  for  their  preMrratian,  a^ 
perhaps,  ss  connected  with  this  object,  £c  theii  r— 1» 
ration,  if  they  shall  be  lost;  br  the  dlstribotioa  af 
model*  with  which  the  weight*  ud  msasun*  emptejed 
in  commerce  may  be  compared,  and  for  enforcing  dM 
nse^of  such  ■*  coTtwpood  with  these  models. 


will  be  em[doyed  but  rarely  to  verify  the  models  which 
may  be  issued  under  the  authorin  of  Government 
The  law  which  establishes  the  staBdard  will  detenuM 
the  temperature  at  which  it  is  to  be  used. 

The  mean*  which  msy  be  employed  for  the  reetoia- 
tion  of  Ibe  standards,  if  tb^  should  be  lost  or  impsi^ 
cd,  are  anSdeatly  analegons  to  some  i^  dtose  wA 
may  be  used  for  seotuing  the  accurate  execution  of 
ths  models,  *•  well  t*  die  weights  and  measures  in 
common  use,  to  nska  it  eonvenient  to  oon^der  the 
two  subjeels  MgMhei.  Indeed,  it  muet  be  an  ei- 
travegent  foadMs  for  system  which  would  lead  nam 
dany  that  the  madels,  if  proper  [oeoantions  be  taken 
M  •eenra  tbsir  fideHty,  will  pnAaUy  fornish  a.  snfh 
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titaHj  ooiTM*  ■*  well  M  HI  M9  ■— m  ft>r  t^  rait*- 
mtunoftlwfUndudt,ifltM7ahoilU  be  lort. 

The  caiefol  obMrrilionof  UwptafoTtMninhiclitbe 
(tuiderdi  eC  nwMora  beu  l«  eadi  other,  end  Ibet  of 
llie  rdktiaDe  which  eaoh  ef  theee  baiit  to  the  dimen- 
MOD*  or  »  qoentj^  ef  pore  weter,  of  t,  given  ten^ra- 
ton,  which  ieequllo  the  weight  irf  a  (taBdeidponad, 
w^  sofficieDUj  pnnide  tor  the  contiogencj  of  ue  loai 
of  any  number  <n  thaea  itandarda  leu  than  the  whole. 
The  comnittae  propoee  that  theee  relatione  ehall  be 
WMTtainad  and  r^oited  In  the  eomnlanmi  whoae 
^^inunent  had  been  already  fngBeetatt 

If  it  be  ihon^t  pradenl  to  pnnide  for  die  contin- 
gUwy  of  the  leB>,at  AeiaiaetiDM,of  allthe  elandardi 
and  all  the  modde  on  whtch  a  jvet  reHenee  may  be 
jdatAd,  it  nay  be  dona  by  aaoartaining  the  relation  be- 
tween the  ttendard  ueaMie  of  length  and  the  eeoond 
peDdolnm  and  an  amoflbemeiMian.  WhiobirfthaBa 
relatione  can  be  meet  ttlbly  relied  upon  ftir  the  leeto- 
ittien  of  the  eUnderd,  o«n  be  beet  detennined  when 
ita  km  ehall  oecur.  The  daogBalion  of  theee  loklioM 
hf  a  eamniarion  nn  mko  &ulitate  a  oomparieMi  with 
&eMea«ueaoffbNlgneonntiiae^  Ilia  comaiittee  do 
■ot,  how**  ef,  TMomend  (he  dUenh  and  ceaUy  ex- 
pecUentof  meaanring  a  large  arc  of  the  moridian ' 


oonntrj,  bat  the  ooamiadon  may  aecertain  thepfo- 

Ctioii  b«Aween  onr  elandard  and  the  greet  ere  which 
been  meainied  by  the  French  ma^ematiciani, 


the  qnarter  of  a  meridional  circle  inferred  from  it. 
Ther  can  do  ihie,  indeed,  only  by  a  compsriion  with 
the  French  meaeorea  in  vhich  the  reitilt  of  that  opei^ 
■Unn  haebeen  atated.    The  length  of  ependoliun 
rod  which  ihall  nbrale  eeconde  of  mean  tune  it  an  i 
jeet  (rfmore  connnientcomperiion ;  and  the  comm 
lion  may  probably  think  it  neceeaaiy  to  eaeerlain  I 
relation  between  Itua  and  onr  atendard  ef  length 


The  moat  accurate  deeignatian  of  the  relation  be- 
tween the  ttandard  of  length  and  the  penduinm  on  an 
■re  t>f  the  meridian,  euinot  be  expected  to  be  of  any 
dii«et  •eiriee  in  prsmoting  the  aecuraey  of  meaauree 
in  eommOD  nee.  CouUaraUe  Tariation  ia  leae  to  be 
mtrehended  in  the  modela  of  lineal  meaenre  than  in 
the  odiM  i  and  the  determination  of  the  proportiona 
between  lineal  meaauea  and  nMeeuiea  tk  e^aei^, 
and  betwaea  both  ef  theee  and  weigfati,  may  haxe  eoine 
«&at  in  eoabhng  «a  to  detect,  wilhaat  loo  diOonlt  ■ 
pToceee,  the  defecte  of  meaeorea  of  capaoiiy,  aad  po» 
■ibly  of  weigbta,  in  oonnnonnaa.  Porthia  paipoea  it 
wonld,  fMIbapl^  be  ooavaiueDt  to  ertabtiah,  not  merely 
the  cntncal  cootenta  of  the  common  meaauree  of  eapa- 
dty,  but  to  fix  determinate  firma  for  all  theee,  end 
dimeniiooe,  the  eorreetneea  of  which  might  be  eacer- 
tained  by  the  common  meaanrea  of  length.  What 
dieae  fbima  ^uld  be  it  would  be  proper  to  leave  to 
the  deeiaion  of  the  commiieion,  althongli  the  atrength 
of  the  cyhnder,  ita  general  uae,  and,  according  to  tbe 
eommieeion  of  the  French  InatitDte,  the  greater  exact- 
neea  which  may,  in  practice,  be  ginn  to  that  tgnre, 
an  atrong  reaaooafor  en>[deying  it 

The  dedgnatlon  of  meaanrea  of  capacity,  the  coo- 
tenta of  which,  if  of  rain  water  of  a  convenient  tem- 
perature, would  be  eqotl  in  weight  to  a  pound,  or  enT 
part  or  multiple  of  it,  would  fntniah  a  teet  which 
might  aometimea  be  applied  to  common  weighte.  Bnt 
it  will  be  euier  to  avoid  ceneideraUe  variation  in  the 
Bodela  of  weight  than  ef  cntNO  meecure ; 
taminatianof  the  weight  of  rain  water  of 
tmapeTatiire,  wfaidi  ought  to  be  ecnlained  in  the 


meaanrea,  exactly  compered  with  their  aereral  etand- 
arde,  ehall  be  depoailed  in  the  diflerent  Statei.  To 
iravent  nnneceeaery  delay,  it  may  be  proper  lo  allow 
he  eommieeion  intnuted  with  the  cherge  of  preparing 
the  modela  which  are  to  be  propoeed  ^-  ^  -■  ->    '- 


tribution.  The  committee  think  that  there  ahoiild  be 
cent  to  each  State,  to  be  diatribnied  ei  m*y  be  direeted 
by  ite  Legielatnre,  a  number  of  each  of  thaea  nodeli 
equal  to  the  namber  of  memben  to  which  the  State  ia 
entitled  in  the  Hoaae  of  Repraaentativee  of  the  Uidlsd 
Statee,  and  that  modela  of  each  ilandud  ihould  be 
depoeited  with  tbe  manhal  of  each  State,  and  with 
every  collector  of  cnatome  throughout  Uie  United 
Statee.  To  enable  the  GoTenunent  to  make  tbie  die- 
trHration,  and  lo  reaerve  the  number  of  modela  which 
it  may  be  proper  that  it  diould  have  at  ite  diipoaition, 
the  eommltteepivpoee  that  ^—  of  each  model  absnld 
eranriided. 

The  committee  eie  BOI  unaware  of  the  diffienl^  in 
tbe  aeeorate  eieention  of  mod^  of  meaenre.  There 
are  loo  many  memorial*  of  this  to  allow  them  to  donbt 
that  it  ia  in  the  province  of  the  artiet  that  the  great 
impediment  to  nniform  meaaoie*  will  be  fband.  They 
belieee,  howerer,  that  lU  tile  practical  advantagee  ol 
uniformity  ma;  be  sbtsiaed  by  a  degree  of  skill  and 
attention  which  it  i)  not  unreaeoDable  to  expect 

Tbe  committee  do  not  deem  it  noceeeary  to  propoee 
any  imnal  proviaiane  for  enforcing  the  nee  of  the 
elaiKbrde  which  may  be  eetabVihed  by  Congreai.  The 
coaattDt  interference  which  ea^  proviiione  would 
imply  with  the  minnteet  aad  moet  frequent  tranaao- 
tiona  of  aodety  might  be  jnatifled  by  the  wordi,  bnt, 
nnleea  Ihey  abeU  be  fonnd  indiqiraiaaUe,  wonld  IK 
comport  with  the  general  spirit  and  character  of  the 
Conetitution.  It  waa  right  thai  there  should  be  a 
provinon  Hm  uniArm  alendarda  of  meaanra*  and 
weighte  as  of  coins  tbroaghont  Uie  United  Statee. 
Tbe  only  antboiity  cepable  of  eetabli^ng  theee  wee 
the  General  Oovemment  But  the  power  of  enCircing 
the  use  of  meaauree  and  weighte  which  shall  conform 
to  theee  staoderde  may  be  DKMt  conveniently  and  et- 
foctDally  exerciied  by  the  Sute  anlhoritiee.    Tbelav- 


edmh  ofamendmenta  where  they  may  be  necaeeary, 
it  may  be  well,  if  Cougraas  shall  approve  tiie  standards 
propeeed,  that  it  Aoiald  determine  on  a  more  distant 
day  than  wmdd  otberwlae  be  proper,  alter  which  no 
other  weighta  end  meaanrea  then  audi  •■  confbrm  te 
theee  etaadude  ehonid  be  eetaemed  legal.  For  the 
execution  of  eontrecta  made  before  that  day  in  Blatee 
wtiiiea  legal  weighta  and  meeenree  have  been  dUbrent 
from  thoee  wWch  shall  be  pteeeribed  by  Congreee,  a 
taU*  of  equivilente  between  the  new  end  oM  weighta 
and  meeearea  must  be  formed ;  or,  in  Ihia  daas  of 
ceeee,  coHiparatiTely  fow,  end  which  will  eveiy  d^ 
becema  Awer,  the  cdd  ones  ney  continue  to  be  need 
wittont  inconvenience. 

There  doe*  not,  however,  appear  to  the  committee 
to  be  any  obfMtioii  to  the  empk^ment  of  the  Models 
ef  weight  and  meeanre  (as  soon  as  the  etenderdk 
shell  ha*e  been  eataUidied)  in  dl  the  caaee  in  whlA 
the  Oovemment  ia  a  party,  either  in  ealee  or  par. 
cheaee,  or  the  collection  of  dutiee.  In  old  contraete, 
the  eame  provision  mnat  a^ly  to  the  Qnemneat, 
and  te  any  ether  par^. 
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MMrt  of  Ihelr  Mm.  The;  pwpwis  niitwJ,  tfatl  IMa 
dMuU  ba  don* ;  UtM  atMidudi  ewifiimed  to  IhMe  In 
miMt  MUMMi  OH  HWDs  ua  iIkwU  ba  MowaMj 
«*d*,  tnd  etnMlj  prMKi«il  at  Ike  Saat  of  Oovara- 
■MHti  Ihai  mnect modali  ritosM  ba  ftaaad  in  tha  dit 
ANDt  diatristo  of  Iha  oaunt)? ;  amil  tliM  As  prapof 
liBBa  and  raUtioiu  baWeen  tbaaa  abouM  b«  aaocr- 

MMd. 

Tha  aamntllua  bafa  Awicd  tiuii  cbabiaaB  ta 
BUTfa  tka  MathitiaBB  nUA  wf U  ba  Maaaaaity  ta  catty 
iMa  elort  tha  rmpaaala  aantaiiieil  in  thajr  rapoit. 


..._  .  ...aSlatet  Iff  Amtrica,in  Cimgrtu 

oUd,  TtM  iLi  pTSaidaDt  ahatl  be  aiUfaaduil  to  apMinl 

«  ooinioiaaiaa  aif perMUu,  Ibi  iiit  pupoaa  of  cu> 

lyinf  into  cffact  the  foilowinB  raaolatisDJi : 

Rmktd,  Tkat  tba  comoMuau  as  appohifaid  ahtll 
canaa  to  be  traced  on  a  lod  (of  wbatarat  immI  <itttj 
duil  daan  beat  adtptad  l»  iha  yuyoaa)  th*  yard  mea- 
nua,  which  ia  in  moat  ooDHiak  naa  lkni«hoMt  Ike 
VwUdataUa. 

Muakei,  Tbat  the  conimiaaioB  ahall  ONNe  to  ba 
Made  (of  Wh«l«far  mataiitl  and  alu{w  ihay  i4all 
daaai  beat  adapted  lolhe  pnrpoaa)  a  y*ini,  whaae  ca- 
pMiV  abaU  ba  tU  aame  a*  that  oflhabMbet  ' 


BMohtd,  That  the  e 


aada  (of  «baH*armat«riaI  aad  lean  ihejaballdeaa 
bait  adapted  to  tba  parpaaa)  a  *eaul,  whoae  ffOtj 
ahall  be  tha  aana  aa  that  of  tha  wine  paUoii  in  moat 
eouBoa  uae  in  tha  tiaiud  8tai«a. 

Ruokti,  That  tha  ooMMiaaiM  abelt  caua  to  ba 
'■iada(efirhal«Tar  natal  ibej  ahall  dtan  auat  adnaa- 
Ua)  a  pound  BTwdnpoia,  of  tha  weichl  of  lliat  which 
is  i»  atoai  ooiBBtaa  ua  ilm«ffho«t  ib  United  Btaian. 

StMktd,  That  tba  cManiaaieik  ahall  oanaa  aaperi- 
HMnla  to  be  made,  undet  their  direotio^  to  aaoartaia 
with  Iha  olDMat  aiaoUtaaa  which  Iha  ttale  of  acianoe 
MiBila,  the  praponiao  which  tha  jaid  meaawa  of  Iha 
United  Slataa  keara  to  the  lengib  af  a  pendMhwi,  y^ 
bniinB  aaoonda  of  mean  tima,  at  tha  level  of  te  aaa, 
■■d  at  Ihe  plaoa  and  leopatMnia  at  wbiah  tba;  ahaV 
dean  it  moat  aditaabia  that  the  •iyai)«aat  ahall  ba 

Bmkid,  That  tha  CMniaiaaiea  ahaU  aaaeltalo  ifci 
ptofwtiou  which  thia  ;atd  beaia  to  »  an  af  tha  ler- 
natnal  mnidian.  intaraapled  betwoen  theeqwMraad 
|b«  Konh  ft0,  aeaaidint  to  tba  aoal  nwMiM  >ieai»- 
SieMMla  which  ba*a  been  rntim  *f  dagnnM  of  a  !■«>• 
diooal  airclB,  and  tba  beat  oatamahad  eanpMniioBa  «f 
awhara. 

it«Mfearf,  That  tha  ammwmtfi  ahall  ca«aa  U  ba 
aecotlainad  ttu  □lunbai  of  cuhiol  iniAea  aontalnad  in 
thabuahel  of  tha  Uniled  BMaa,  andlbadiaianainaa 
•nd  tema  of  vcaaela  of  e^ttal  aapeoi^  to  aaah  badhab 
and  to  tha  half,  tettb,  eightb,  thirty  iieeai.  and 
H^r-fmiib  petta  tbMaof,  lo  which  the  oanmoti  «ear 
aoiea  of  length  maj  be  coQTeniantlj  apflied,  to  aaoar- 
tain  ouoh  ouacttj. 

BtnlMd,  That  tha  oanMaMen  abaU  caMO  to  ba 
aaaettained  tha  weight  of  caia  walert  at  nny  temper*- 
tiiN  which  the;  ma;  deem  it  moat  adtkaUe  to  nae. 
which  would  ba  cDBlateed  in  tha  bnabal  of  tha  United 


iCaeafaad;  That  the  o 


•  Ube 
aaoettaineil  tha  number  of  cubical  inrhrw  OMilained  in 


ahaU  < 


the  wine  gnUon  Af  ihe  CnMed  ewae,  and  Oe  ^m- 
■iona  and  forma  of  waata  of  equal  onacitj'  to  awh 
laDoB,  end  to  the  IburNi,  ^fh*,  mid  amaaotb  paita 
thcMoi;  lowbickihe  oeumon  iiinaauiw  iif  hiagili  m^ 
baoon*ealenU;  «t«lied,  lo  aMotttin  aach  uapedlr. 

Seitked,  Ttu  the  cMnmimieB  ibaU  euae  to  ha 
aoMRained  the  weigklof  rain  water,  at  any  iampet*> 
tore  they  m^  deem  it  eipadlBBt  to  enplay,  ulkfe 
would  ba  cantiiBed  in  tba  wtata  (aNott  oT  the  Dufcad 
SUIaa. 

Itaohid,  That  the  commMou  alma  autme  ta  bt 
eaeertained  the  number  af  eubieal  iMlle*  of  dWll 
water,  at  anj  tempamuia  thej  ma;  daem  it  moilad- 
naable  te  uae,  the  waifht  af  Whkh  ibtU  to  eqnat  M 
tbe_poaiid  of  the  lUUd  6^ — 

Euoktd,  Thai  Ibo  c 


aahdll  ( 


a  tale 


tba  (tepattion  baiwae*  tba  pauod  of  te 
United  8m«w.  and  the  stutt  emplQTwd  fii  iirtghin 
Tmdi'im-  «nd  tba  pieaiiua  melala. 

Itmthti,  That  tha  eommimien  abaU  Mime  Mb* 
peepnMdunnmbeieflbamDd^of  Iho  jnid.  hmrfml, 
mine  vaUon,  muI  panad,  net  aannadinc  ^—  of  ana^ 
of  tha  fmm  mid  malnbl  whi^  magrWiMatiNiMW- 


SBMIKOLB  WAB. 

The  Houfc  then  praceedrd  to  the  order  of  tht 
day,  and  again  look  up.  !□  Committee  of  tbe 
Wbole,  \\\e  report  of  the  Military  Commtttc*, 
on  Lbe  subJKl  of  ifae  SemiDole  frhr. 

Mr,  Babboob,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  addreascd 
ibe  Cotnmiitee,  as  foUows: 

Mr.  Cttairmao,  ii  was  my  wish  to  tutve  nd- 
drest«d  Ibe  Comtaiitee  at  an  earliat  pariod  of  tha 
debute,  bai  I  ba'Tsnot  Iteca  «□  foTtuoaieas  to(«I 
(he  floor.  Thesubject  uod«reBiiiid«ationisoai 
wliieh  hat  exoiled  much  iniereat  in  tbia  Houae^  us 
well  as  ID  ibc  naiioo.  Iharebeatowed  upon  it  ail 
[bat  re flectioQ  nitich  was  due  lo  its  imporiuDce :  1 
feel  a  diipouiioa  lo  siale  ibe  coscliuiona  to  wbieh 
I  have  arrived,  and  iba  coune  of  reaaoniag  whiub 
has  cendtMled  me  to  ibcm.  I  fetl  ihu  I  labat 
under  great  diB»dTatt««a  in  fJluwiDggenUnoM^ 
whoae  rioqunt  and  p»ibetieappaaii  have  uScoied 
the  fceliD[aaad  oonnnaRded  tbc  aiMatioB  ef  Uu 
Cooimiiieci  whFiat,4Ri  tny  pan,  I  huve  noibiug 
to  offer  ibem  but  tbe  pluiiwat  Inud  of  argomrat, 
coaBiitiog  of  a  siatniKDi  of  iho  cMe,  aod  the 
principlet  of  pnblte  and  OeiiAittiiToaat  law  wttleh 
apply  to  it.  I  feel  another  disadvaolige:  Oea- 
tlemeD  who  hare  gone  before  me  bave  a«cet- 
sarilf  aaiicipated  some  of  the  puinis  which  I  bad 
inieoded  lo discuss,  [a  preteotiilg  my  ricw,  tbea, 
In  contJDuiiy,  I  must  uoavoidably  recur  to  aooK 
lopics  ffbicb  have  been  already  touched  upon  ;  but 
I  will  promise,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  when  ibis  iball 
be  the  case,  to  avoid  the  tedium  at  mere  reiteta- 
tioD,  and  lo  eudeuror  to  preaant  ihem  in  aome  nev 
point  of  light,  and  wuh  soma  variety  of  illuUta- 
lioo.  1  will,  however,  without  furtber  p:eface  oi 
apulu^y,  proceed  at  once  to  tbe  argumeou 

This  subject  seem*  to  me  to  present  three  dis- 
[iacl  questions  to  our  oonaiderttioo :  Isi,  tbe  pra* 
prietyafraarabiof-the  ArmyofibeUaited  State* 
ncioat  the  Flofidu  lioej  Sdly,  the  propriety  of 
the  ooeupuilon  of  tbe  Spannh  poita  of  St.  Marie* 
and  PnMMois,  and  iha  BwrauicBs  j  und,  Sdky,  the 
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Boaam  of  oohokhs. 
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H. »  R. 


trial  xod  esecatisD  of  Arbuthnol  kiuI  ABtbruMr. 
These  are  ibe  quesuoDi  which,  it  wemi  to  tot, 
we  are  called  apoa  la  dMide,  and  ihi*  the  duu- 
tal  and  coD.'eeatiTe  order  in  which  ihej  prewoi 
themselres.  Each  of  these  questions,  loo,  ua  had 
been  justly  remailted  by  the  Speaker  in  an  ealj 
part  of  the  debate,  p.^seoU  itself  In  a  two-fold 
aspect — lit,  as  between  our  owa  and  a  foreign 
Goverameat;  aod,  Sdlf,  as  beiweea  our  GBrera- 
ment  and  its  officers.  First,  cbea,  as  between 
the  GoterDinent  of  iha  United  States  and  Spain, 
had  we  a  right  to  march  our  armies  across  the 
Florida  line?  I  shall  eadea*ar  to  ^ov«  that  we 
had.  There  would  be  no  sort  of  difficulty  in  this 
question,  if  it  wete  the  case  of  a  nation  ooafesa* 
ediy  sovereign  and  iodepeodenL  That  one  na- 
tion when  at  war  with  another,  has  a  tight  to  pw- 
sua  that  other  iolo  its  own  teriitory,  1  am  per- 
suaded nomemberof  (he Comniliiee  would  que*> 
tioD  ;  and  I  shall,  therefore,  take  it  for  granted, 
as  one  of  those  principles  which,  in  puDi«  law, 
have  become  axioms;  but  the  difficulty  arise* 
from  t  be  anomalous  character  of  the  ladiaa  tribaa. 
Geuileniea  bare  gone  much  into  the  discussion 
upon  the  questino,  whether  they  ate  or  ata  not 
soreieign.  I  shall  not  enter  into  a  conirorarsit 
about  nordsj  I  care  not  whether  tbey  are  called 
sovereign,  demi-ioTerei^D,  or  by  what  other  nam* 
thef  are  designated.  I  shall  attempt  to  dafiae 
their  character  by  some  of  the  attributes  of  sov- 
ereignty which  belong  to  them,  or  which  at  leaat 
they  have  been  in  the  habitual  practice  of  exer- 
cisiog.  Que  of  the  criteria  of  sovereigotjr  which 
has  been  adopted  by  Marteiu,  a  writer  of  Hme 
celebrity  on  public  law,  is  this: 

"  That «  oatioB  U  govsmtd  b^  ita  own  la«M,  and 
ackiwwUdgBs  no  lectsJativa  ■upwior  an  Mrth ;  thouck 
Ihera  are  eatiain  liniitttion*  or  rsatris  ' 
eieignty,  b^  treat;  or  otharwiae,  if  it  _ 
tribute,  it  u  soTeraign;  and  Bxim^aa  are  givMi  of 
States,  which,  tboagh  nnder  trsatua  of  alUancs,  af 
protection,  and  e«Ba  of  Taaialsge,  sre  aavnthalMs  con- 
■idered  lorcreign." 

If  the  chsracier  of  the  ladian  tribes  be  tried  bf 
this  standard,  I  believe  they  will  be  able  to  sua- 
tain  their  claim  to  soiereigaty.    Title,  it  is,  they 
hare  no  tegular  legitlatire  budy  and  no  cmle  of 
wriiica  laws,  but  they  bare  customs  and  maxims, 
which  may  oe  considered  as  a  sort  of  eemmon 
law   among   themr-whicb   hava    been   aitopted 
either  by  express  coo^cAt  or  tacit  acquieaoaMa — 
which  have  beencoaiiecratedby  tiaM,aaJ  banded 
down  from  one  geaeraiioo  (o  another  by  tradi- 
tionary history  i   by  these   maxims  and  customs 
are  ihey  governed,  without  any  legislative  supa- 
riot,  though  we  claim  a  right  of'  regulating  their 
trade,  and  a  kind  of  pre-emptira  right  of  par- 
chasing  ib«ir  lands ;  yei  I  have  never  heard  that 
,   we  pretended  to  any  right  of  legislating  for  them, 
,  or  iuterferiog  in  their  inierioi  concerns,  in  the 
,  administration  of  justiceorotherwise.    But  there 
.   isanother  disiioguisbiog  and  ebaiacteristtc  attri- 
I   buie  of  sovereignty  which  belongs  to  them,  and 
which  from  the  earlieEtseiilemeni  of  this  country 
the )r  have  exercised— I  meanihalof  making;  war. 
I   This  bears  directly  upon  the  present  question. 


If  they  have  a  right  af  making  war,  ihey  hara  a 
right  to  mak«  il  against  whom  ih^  please,  and 
they  hare  chosen  to  make  it  against  us.  Hare 
we  not  a  right  to  defend  ourselre*  against  ibemt 
Yes,  sir,  and  I  will  point  you  to  the  sooroe  from 
which  we  derive  it.  The  principle  of  self-defence 
is  a  part  of  the  instinct  of  our  nature  j  "  not  writ- 
ten on  the  heart  bv  precept,  but  engraven  by  des- 
tiny t  not  instilleo  by  education,  hut  infused  at 
our  nativity;"  it  belongs  to  us,  as  individuals,  in 
a  state  of  nature;  we  carry  il  with  us  when  we 
form  Booieties,  which  eia  only  s«|tegationB  of 
indiridualfc  ,  We  then  have  a  right  to  defend 
ouraelvea  againri  tb«  SemiiMle  Indians.  &it 
they  reside  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  oo  lands 
to  whioh  Ihey  have  M  least  the  title  of  oecu- 
uBcy,  but  withia  the  jutisdictioaal  liratis  of 
Spun  i  from  thence  they  make  their  incuralons 
a^inat  ua,  and,  having  commitlod  their  derasta- 
uone  and  mnrdera,  rapaa*  ibe  Florida  line.  Shall 
we  cease  to  pursue  ibem  when  wa  ranch  (bat  lioel 
Is  there  any  princij^e  of  national  law  which  tells 
oa  ibai,  in  our  parsuit,  thus  far  we  shall  ga  9»i 
no  fartbarl  If  these  questions  most  beaBswaied 
in  the  affirmative,  ibea  ia  the  right  of  setf^feneo 
a  mere  mockery ;  then,  indeed,  are  wa  ta  iha  sit- 
uation of  a  man  against  whom  a  ferooiou*  wild 
beast  is  let  loose,  and  who,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
ia  out  off  from  the  means  of  desiroying  him. 

If  it  should  be  said  that  Spain  it  bound  by 
treaty  to  restrain  thrm,  let  il  b<  remaskbered  that 
there  was  a  lime  whan  tb«r«  was  no  treaty.  At 
that  lima  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  Spain  wm 
lesponsibla  for  their  acts  of  hostility;  they  aia 
not  her  subjects,  but  a  community,  a*  has  beaa 
shown,  sovereign  in  its  ebaractar,  (hough  subject 
to  same  liroiiatioos.  At  the  time,  (hen,  which  t 
hare  spoken  of,  anterior  to  (lie  dale  of  tke  treaty, 
if  the  Seminole  Indians  had  invaded  the  Unitea 
States,  and  we  had  no  right  to  puisite  them  Into 
the  territory  which  they  occupied,  we  ahould 
have  presenied  the  singular  situation  of  a  people 
invaded,  whilst  the  ioraden  ihemselvns,  by  reaMUi 
of  their  situiiioo  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
another  Power,  were  beyond  the  reaoh  of  out 
arm*,  and  yet  that  other  Power  not  responaiU* 
for  their  acts.  Before  the  treaty,  then,  we  aheaM 
have  had  a  ri^ht  lo  hare  crosied  (ha  line ;  if  so, 
it  cannot  reqaire  argument  to  ptora  that  a  treaty, 
made  with  a  view  to  increase  om  security,  M 
make  another  nalioa  a  guarantee  to  (luit  security, 
caonot  hara  (he  effect  of  abrogating  the  great  i«- 
horeni  rights,  which  we  before  potaessad,  of  d» 
fending  ourselves. 

1  think,  sit,  I  hare  nowauffieieotlyshewn  tliai, 
as  it  respecia  Spain,  we  bad  a  right  to  crou  the 
line ;  but,  as  there  is  another  and  a  distinct  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  may  be  juitiBed,  I  will  brieAy 
call  the  aitentiun  of  the  Committee  to  it.  With- 
out meaning  to  make  a  literal  quotation,  I  refer 
them  to  Vatiel,  b.  3,  c.  7.  s.  133,  for  the  principle 
which  I  now  advance :  <'  That,  if  a  neighboring 
'  nation  afford  to  a  defeated  enemy  a  tciteat— al- 
'  low  him  time  to  recover,  and  watch  a  faroiable 
'  opportunity  to  make  a  second  attack  upon  the 
'  territory  of  one  of  the  belligeteiua— it  ia  not  only 
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■abrnebof  Dentrality,  buc  it  giTM  the  belliee- 
•  reel  ■  righl  lo  enter  his  territory  in  quest  of  Li* 
'  enemr,  tod  (has  to  make  it  the  Kene  of  war." 
Now,  sir,  I  ihitik  that  the  eTidence  before  m 
abaiulenllr  mikea  oat  the  caie  which  has  JDst 
been  auted.  If  this  be  so,  tbeo  there  is  a  clear 
justification,  eren  sapposio;  that  the  Indiaas  did 
not'oecnp^  the  tern  tor;,  and  that  the;  had  no 
sort  of  claim  to  it.  Upon  this  point,  then,  I  ten- 
der to  geDttemen  this  dilemma,  from  which  it 
•eeniB  to  me  there  is  no  eicape.  If  it  be  eoosid- 
•red  the  territory  of  Indians,  then  we  righifall; 
passed  iDto  it  upon  the  prtoeiplei  which  I  Bnt 
advanced.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  renrded  as 
the  territory  of  Spain,  then  we  rightruTlv  passed 
iDlo  it,  upon  the  ground  of  the  breach  of  net  Deu- 
tralily,  in  the  countenance  and  aid  giren  lo  our 
defeated  enemy,  and  the  consequent  right  which 
belooeed  to  ns,  as  a  belligerent,  to  pursue  that  de- 
feated eaemy  into  the  territory  of  a  Power  giviDg 
that  oonnienance  and  aid. 

I  bare  finished  my  view  of  the  question,  as  be- 
tween the  Oovernmeni  of  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  and  will  dow  take  up  the  other  aspect  of 
the  same  question,  as  between  our  Gorernment 
and  its  officers.  I  will  attempt  to  show,  that  there 
ia  as  little  doubt  upon  the  sabject  in  this  point  of 
view  as  in  the  one  which  I  hare  jast  closed. 
The  Seminole  Indians  had  passed  the  line;  had 
plundered  the  properly,  and  shed  the  blood  of  oar 
eitizens;  they  had  invaded  ns;  the  war  upon  our 
part,  then,  was  a  defensive  one.  The  whole  evi- 
dence upon  the  subject  being  before  the  Commit- 
tee, I  shall  not  detain  ibem  with  the  tedious  pro- 
cess of  referring  to  it  in  detail ;  those  facts  which 
I  think  are  proven,  I  shall  refer  lo  them  as  such, 
and  shall  assume  them  as  the  basis  of  my  argu- 
ment. As  to  the  criiuioation  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians,  that  our  citizens  committed  the  first 
outrages,  I  am  satisfied  that  such  i»  not  the  fact, 
and  that  the  war  was  bi  just  as  it  was  defensive 
OB  our  pan.  I  shall  forbear,  however,  to  tronble 
the  Committee  with  any  remarks  upon  that  sab- 
ject, because,  whatever  may  have  led  to  it,  it  was 
a  defensive  war  in  fact,  inasmuch  as  we  took  up 
anna  to  repel  an  attack  which  had  been  made 
vpon  vs. 

Considering  the  question  in  this  point  of  view, 
the  Committee  will  even  anticipate  me,  in  as- 
signing the  reaaon  why  no  declaration  of  war  by 
Congress  was  necessary ;  it  is  of  the  narare  of 
defensive  wars  not  to  requir«  a  declaration,  though 
nations  sometimes  publish  a  counter-manifesto, 
settiog  forth  the  justice  of  their  cause,  with  a 
view  to  interest  other  Powers  in  their  favor ;  yet, 
the  moment  war  is  made  againal  them,  that  mo- 
ment (hey  prepare  to  repel  it,  and,  in  so  doing, 
they  are  warranted  by  all  the  writers  on  public 
law,  and  the  eternal  principle  of  self-defence.  Ae- 
eordingly,  Gongresa,  by  an  act  passed  in  1796, 
iiave  eiupowered  the  President,  whenever  the 
United  States  are  invaded,  or  even  in  imminent  i 
danger  of  invasion,  to  call  out  the  militia  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  it.  The  Renilnnan  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnson)  had  ouled  this  a  per- 
petual declaration  of  war — with  a  slight  vatia- 


'  don  of  terms,  he  was  correct — it  was  a  perpetoal 
declaration  of  a  readiness  for  self-ddfenee,  and  a 
perpetual  authority  to  the  President,  in  the  event 
either  of  actual  invasion,  or  imminent  danger  of 
it,  to  call  the  physical  force  of  the  country  to  the 
field,  to  repel  it.  This  law  is  the  result  of  ibis 
obvious  truth,  that,  if  it  had  been  necessary,  ia 
ease  of  invasion,' to  assemble  Congress,  the  Uni- 
ted States  might  be  ravaged  and  desolated  before 
that  eonld  be  done,  and  the  proper  preparations 
for  defence  be  made.  The  army,  then,  was  con- 
stiiuiionally  and  legally  called  into  the  Geld  to 
repel  an  Indian  invasion  ;  having  driven  the  ene- 
my to  the  line,  must  it  stop  there?  I  have  anli- 
cipaied  the  answer  to  this  question  in  a  former 
part  of  my  arsument.  I  will  enforce  the  idea 
which  I  have  already  mainiaioed,  by  one  or  two 
additional  remarks.  If  we  retire  from  the  line, 
if  the  Indians  perceive  that  that  constitutes  an 
insuperable  barrier  lo  our  pursuit,  the  result  will 
be,  that  either  we  must  keep  a  force  perpetually 
on  the  line,  or,  whenever  we  retire  from  the  pur- 
suit, they  will  renew  their  incursions  into  otir 
eonnlry;  we  may  parsue  them  again  to  the  line, 
again  they  will  retreat  across  it ;  thus  will  tbey 
be  invited  to  a  continual  repetition  of  their  dar- 
ing oairages,  and  thus,  upon  every  new  retire- 
ment of  oar  army,  will  the  tide  of  invasion  again 
be  rolled  upon  oor  territory,  and  oar  frontier  be 
converted  into  a  desert  by  the  devastation  of  out 
property,  and  the  indiscriminate  massacre  of  our 
citizens. 

I  coma  now,  in  the  order  of  my  argument,  to 
tb«  second  question  ;  that  is,  the  propriety  of  the 
occupation  of  the  Spanish  posts  of  St.  Marks  and 
Pensatola,  and  the  font«ss  of  Baraneas ;  and, 
fliat,  ita  prt^riety  as  between  Spain  and  (he  Uoi- 
ted  States  ;  and  here,  sir,  at  the  threshold,  I  will 
lay  down  a  principle,  the  correctness  of  which,  I 
presume,willnotbequeBiioned— it  is  this:  That, 
as  it  regards  Spain,  if  any  act  shall  have  beea 
committed  which  amounts  to  war,  it  is  to  be  con- 
sidered a  public  war;  reeularly  carried  on  by  the 
•overeigu  power  of  the  United  States.  The  dif- 
ferent powers  which  constitute  the  whole  mast 
of  sovereignty,  originally  resident  in  a  nniion, 
may  be  separated  or  limited  according  to  its  will ; 
in  conformity  with  this  idea,  in  the  distribution 
of  power,  the  Constitntioo  oi  the  United  States 
has  assigned  lo  Congress  that  of  making  war.  If 
the  President  shall  ever  encroach  npon  this  Con- 
atilulionBl  power  of  Congress,  either  by  ennging, 
without  a  previous  declaration  in  an  oScnsive 
war,  or  in  the  prosecuiioe  of  a  defensive  one,  by 
committing  any  act  of  hostility  which  may  amount 
to  war  against  a  neutral  nation,  any  question 
which  may  arise  out  of  such  a  violation  of  the 
Constituiion,  will  be  between  himself  and  Con- 
gress. But,  surety,  it  cannot  be  competent  for  a 
foreign  Power  to  open  out  Constitniion,  construe 
it  for  as,  define  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of 
sovereignty  among  the  respective  deparimenu  of 
our  Qovemmeot,  and  object  that  the  Piesident 
has  impinged  upon  the  sphere  of  Congressional 
jutiBdiction.  No,  sir  j  as  Detween  us  and  Spain, 
admitting,  for  the  presant,  that  what  bos  nean 
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tiemted  w  a  poUie  wac  doly  declared  hj  the 
piopei  iDihoTity,  and  therefore  to  be  followed  by 
all  the  conteqaeDce*  which  flow  from  one  of  that 
eharaelar.  Aasataiag  this,  theo,  as  a  principle. 
(he  Uaiied  States,  as  a  GoTeromeat,  will  Eiana 
jaatified,  if  we  had  just  caaae  of  war  against 
Spain.  How,  without  recaning  to  ancient  grier- 
•Dces,  which  have  loog  been  the  subject  of  ne- 
gotiation between  the  two  naiiona,  I  think,  sir, 
there  are  two  palpable  caiues  of  war  of  reeeot 
dale;  tb«  Sist  is,  the  violation  of  her  neutrality 
dnring  and  i mm ud lately  after  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  safferiog  her  territory,  as  well 
u  forta  erected  on  it,  to  be  made  use  of  by  oar 
aaemies,  to  our  great  annoyance;  the  wcond  ia  a 
violation  of  a  positive  treary  Eiipulation,  in  not 
only  not  restraiaing  Indian  hoatiliiies,  bat,  on  the 
contrary,  in  giring  Lhem  cotinteaance  and  aid. 
It  does  not  require  a  reference  to  books  to  prove 
dut  a  violation  of  neutrality  is  cause  of  war  ; 
f^uallv  plain  is  the  proposition,  that  the  viola- 
tion of  a  treaty  stipulation  is  so  too.  It  rests 
upon  Ibi*  obviooB  principle,  llui  a  positive  slipa- 
taiion  in  a  treaty  impoaea  a  perfect  obligation  oa 
one  pnrtT,  and  consequently  vesta  a  perTeot  right 
in  lli«  otner ;  for  right  and  obligation  are  always 
eorrslative.  Now,  the  violation  of  a  perfect  right 
i|  on  al^  hands  considered  aa  legilimaie  cat.sa  of 
■war. 

But  it  will  perhaps  be  uid,  that  before  we  pro- 
ceeded, we  ought  at  least  to  have  made  a  demand 
open  Spain,  and  not  to  have  resorted  to  force 
until  she  ba4  either  refused  or  failed  to  comply 
with  that  demand.  If  gentlemen  will  look  into 
the  booka  on  public  law,lhey  will  find  many  pre- 
liminary steps  recommended,  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions, before  a  resort  to  the  idtima  ratio.  First, 
i(is  said  there  are  even  cases  in  which,  for  the 
sake  of  peace,  we  may  renounce  onr  right,  and 
prudence  consists  io  knowing  them :  it  needed 
not  the  authority  of  Vattel  to  give  tia  this  infor- 
mation. Then  it  is  advised  to  have  recourse, 
first,  to  negotiation,  next  te  mediation,  and  then 
to  arbitration.  But  the  same  author  tells  us — 
I  mean  to  give  the  sense,  though  it  is  not  far  from 
a  litsral  quotation— that  it  is  not  always  nece»- 
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arms,  that  all  the  methods  of  reconciliation  have 
been  rejected.  It  ia  auSeient  [bat  there  is  the 
Utmost  reason  to  believe  that  the  memj  will  not 
ester  into  these  measures  with  sincerity ;  that 
the  iasue  of  them  would  not  be  happy,  &«.  (See 
Vattel,  p.  348.)  Does  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee doabt  that  this  would  have  been  the  case 
with  Spain?  If  there  be  one  who  does,  I  refer 
him  to  our  lone-coo  tinned  negotiation  with  Spain, 
in  which  she  has  evaded  doing  us  justice ;  to  the 
fact,  that,  duriog  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida  committed 
open  violations  of  neutrality ;  that,  after  the  ter- 
mination of  that  war,  they  permitted  a  fort  to 
lontinue,  garrisoned  by  negroes  and  Indians,  to 
ottr  great  annoyance;  that  they  have,  in  the  Sem- 
iaole  war,  given  countenance  and  ajd,  as  I  shall 
hereafter  particularly  show,  to  the  very  lodiani, 
ISIhCoR.SdSxss.— 25 


whom  they  were  bound,  bj  treaty  to  restrain. 
These  circumstances  prove,  incontesiably,  to  my 
mind,  that  it  would  have  been  utterly  in  vain  to 
make  any  attempt  at  negotiation,  and,  indeed, 
make  out  the  very  case  stated  in  Vattel,  in  which 
we  would  have  a  right  to  strike  at  once ;  and,  if 
we  had  chosen,  would  have  justified  us  in  follow- 
ing the  example  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  who,  in 
1741,  published  his  manifesto  in  Silesia,  at  the 
head  of  sixty  thousand  men  ;  for  this,  says  Vat- 
tel. as  he  mii^ht  have  had  good  reasona,  he  was 
jle,  according  to  the  voluntary  law 
For  what  we  have  done— 1  wiU  add, 


very  best  reasons,  we  are  not  accounia'ble,  either 
according  to  the  voluntary  law  of  nations,  which 
r^ulates  our  external  rigbisand  obligations  with 
other  nations,  or  according  to  the  neceuary  taw 
of  nations,  which  binds  our  conscience  only. 

But  now  the  qneslion  presents  itself,  whether 
the  occupation  of  these  pods  is  justifiable,  as  be- 
tween the  o£Scer  and  the  Qovernment  of  his  conn- 
try  1  The  answer  to  this  question  requires  that 
we  take  a  closer  view  of  the  character  of  the 
war,  and  the  circumstances  attending  its  prose- 
ontion.  The  facts  in  relation  to  St.  Marks  are 
substantially  these:  Thai  ihecommandant  of  that 
post  had  supplied  the  Indians  with  munitions  of 
war;  that  Spanish  storehouses  were  appropriated 
10  their  use,  and  filled  with  goods  belonging  to 
them  J  that  the  commandant  permitted  couneila 
of  war  to  be  held  by  the  chiefs  in  his  own  qoai- 
teis;  and,  finally,  that  the  commanding  General 
had  been  ioformed  that  the  Indians  and  negroes 
had  demanded  a  surrender  of  the  post,  and  it  waa 
apprehended  that  the  garrison  was  too  weak  to 
maintain  it.  In  relation  to  Pensaeola,  these  are 
substantially  the  facts:  That  Indians  were  ad- 
mitted into  that  place  by  the  Governor;  that 
many  Indiana  who  were  known  to  be  hostile,  and 
had  just  escaped  from  the  pursuit  of  onr  army, 
were  in  Feosacola  oo  the  15ih  of  April;  that  the 
Indians  were  furnished  with  ammauilion  and 
supplies,  and  received  intelligence  of  our  move- 
ments from  that  place  ;  that  eighteen  of  out  citi- 
zens, who  lived  upon  the  Alabama,  were  raut- 
dered  by  a  parly  of  Indians,  who  were  received 
by  the  Governor,  and  by  him  transported  across 
ihe  bay,  that  they  might  evads  our  pursuit ;  and, 
finally,  the  commanding  General  received  a  pro- 
test from  the  Governor,  ordering  him  to  quit  the 
territory  of  Florida,  or  that  he  would  repel  foree 
by  force.  Now,  sir,  whether  the  occupation  of 
these  posts  be  justified  or  not,  between  tlie  officer 
and  his  Qovernment,  depends  upon  the  light  in 
which  we  view  the  transaction.  If,  under  the 
circumstance!  which  have  been  mentioned,  the 
act  be  not  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  neutral 
nations,  or,  if  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  an- 
ihoriiiesbe  such  as  to  make  them  assofciates  in 
the  war,  and  thus  to  identify  them  with  the  In- 
diana— in  either  of  these  poinia  of  view  the  oeco* 
pation  would  be  justifiable;  in  the  first,  because 
it  would  not  be  an  act  of  hostility;  in  the  second, 
because,  though  an  act  of  hostility,  it  required  no 
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ihclimtloii  of  war;  Tor  everf  anooiale  of  mT 
'eoemf  is,  iade«4,  himwlf  ntf  eomif  ;"  mai 
'  wlialevrr  rights  war  i^vea  me  agiiasi  my  pria- 

<  eipal  eneiDT,  the  like  it  e'tres  me  against  all  his 

<  asMcittes."^  (S«e  Vattti,  b.  3,  eb.  6,  *.  90.)  If, 
on  tbe  eontrBry,  It  fall  not  witbio  eilher  of  tbeM 
draeriptioDB,  bnt  amoOBt  lo  offeoisive  boHtittj' 
actiDst  Spam,  then  the  act  is  not  sirietlr  jiniiiGa' 
Me  i  because  the  CoBttitniioD  proTidn  that  Cod- 
(Mss  riiall  declare  war,  whteb,  in  tbi«  ioaiaiiee, 
wa*  oot  done. 

Let  as,  theo,  first  Inaaire  whether  (he  oconpa- 
liov  of  6t.  Marks,  under  (be  circvmstances,  be 
eompatible  wiib  tbe  rights  of  ueatral  miiIobb. 
Tbe  rule  it  laid  dowa  In  Valtel,  b.  3,  o.  7, 1. 133, 
IhBs:  "Eilreme  necesiiiT  mar  ereo  aniboriie 
'  the  lemporarr  selzDre  of  a  pmee,  and  tbe  pot- 
'  (lag  a  garrisoD  therein,  for  defendiog  itself 
'  again*!  tlie  eacmy.  or  preTeotiag  hira  in  his 
'  deatgas  of  seizing  this  ptaoe,  when  the  sof  ereign 
'  is  not  able  to  defend  it."  There  is  strong  rea- 
Mik  10  bellere  that  tbe  Indians  did desigaioseiie 
Bl  Harks,  and  that  the  Bpanisb  garrison  was  net 
able  to  defend  it.  And,  so  far,  ibe  focis  bring 
Iklsease  within  (be  rule  jait  quoted  from  Vattel. 
Bat  the  case  seems  to  me  to  be  deficient  in  the 
Mhei.requisite— that  ts,orMtremeaecesskr.  la 
a  preTiooi  pan  of  the  same  secifoa,  it  i*  said  (bat 
Qigeat  and  absolnte  necessity  suspend  all  the 
right  of  property;  and  Ibe  author  seems  to  in- 
tend to  give  an  exemplification  of  bis  doctriaeln 
a  case  which  be  immedialelr  stales:  that  where 
an«ijiy  must  perish,  or  nerer  reiura  to  it*  own 
eouniry.  Without  passing  through  neutral  lerrito* 
ry,  it  has  a  right  to  force  a  passage  by  (besword. 
If  the  case  under  discussion  be  measured  by  this 
alaadard,  tbe  occasion,  though  strong,  does  not 
wem  to  come  up  to  the  required  point,  of  ex- 
treme  necessity  ;  the  same  remarks  apply  to  Pen- 
■acola ;  the  necessity  for  tbe  occupation  of  which, 
is,  indeed,  not  so  strong  as  that  of  St.  Marks. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  whether  the  condaci  of 
tbe  Spanish  antborttjes  be  such  as  to  make  ihem 
aasocMtes  in  the  war;  if  it  were,  tbey  were,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  equally  otir  enemies  with 
the  Indians,  and  liable  lo  be  treated  as  sneb, 
witbont  any  necessity  for  a  declaration  of  war. 
Vattel,  in  b.  8,  ch.6,  s.  97,  »««,  "I  accouniasso- 
aiates  of  my  enemy,  those  who  assist  hira,  in  bis 
J«r,  witbont  being  obliged  to  it,  by  any  treaty." 
l^sir,  we  had  been  left  to  this  deSaiiion  alone,  it 
nigbt  have  been  fairly  contended  that  (be  Span- 
Mt  authorities  were  associates,  because  tbey  as- 
aisled  the  Indians  in  the  war,  in  various  ways, 
which  I  bate  already  enumerated.  Bnt  the  au- 
Wor  ^s  OD,  afierwards,  In  the  same  section,  (o 
explain,  more  particularlr,  this  geaeral  proposi- 
tion j  nod  from  a  case  wnich  be  puts,  and  the 
reasoning  which  follows,  1  acknowledge  it  to  be 
my  OKn  opioion  thai  tbe  assistance  afforded  was 
not  of  that  charscler  which  he  requires,  lo  make 
them  associates,  so  as  to  authorize  tbe  oecnpaiion 
of  those  posts,  wiiboutadeclaration  of  war.  Con- 
aiderins  the  subject  in  this  point  of  riew,  it  re- 
aults  that  this  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
MBmanding  Ocneral  u  not  iiriclly  tufeiuible ; 


and  yel,  air,  I  aaanoi  coikiit  ia  a  role  of  etaan 
upon  bis  condoei  i  baeamc,  ia  ralafioa  to  eadi 
af  lb*  paints,  to  whieb  I  hare  jartealt«ldM 
attention  of  the  Comiaittee,  ibe  correetatis  of  ttic 
eoorae  depends  upon  tha deeiaion  ^a  qeiMiM of 
degree  only.  Tbdi  thara  J*  a  degrca  M  WmMilly 
which  woald  Jtutify  the  seiziaf  and  garrisoaiaf 
a  neutral  fort,  withoat  rioUitiUg  the  t^la  ef  iha 
oenital  to  whom  it  belonged.  And  ibera  ii  a 
degree  of  0OH>pera(ion  wiin  tbe  enemy,  on  th* 
-ft  of  tbe  Spaoish  antboritiea,   which  would 

re  made  them  asaaeietes;  and  wbieta  muM, 
conaeqaenily,  hare  aniharized  tbe  oonHaadiag 
Oeneral  lo  bare  trcaied  then  as  Ma  oaaaMa, 
without  tbe  neeesaiiy  of  a  deeUraiien  of  vat 
agaiost  ihem.  If,  for  etattple,  oar  arniT  hat 
been  in  fnHaiani  daager  of  beiag  eut  off  «y  IM 
enemy,  Ibal  Weald  hare  joMlflei  tbeir  oael^ 
lioB,  withoot  making  it  an  aot  of  hoaiitlff.  If 
ihe  garrison  of  Bi.  Harks,  ot  PeBaaooht  had  a6- 
lUalTy  fought  with  (he  Indnhs,  or  if  tbe  Goreraof 
ot  Pentacota  bad  neenied  bU  threat,  by  acMally 
tniog  forc^  either  of  these  Ihiap  iroald  lAire 
made  Ibem  compteiely  asaoeiatea.  Hoa,  ifcM, 
was  a  gra<lnated  scale,  befbte  tbe  eottankdiag 
Oeneral,  on  which  there  was  a  dltgree,  bath  of 
necessity  and  roiUtary  co-operation.  Which  WOuM 
hare  strictly  jtrsttSed  him.  Tbe  qttewiwi  fK 
him  to  decide  was,  which  was  that  degree  t  !■ 
there  no  difficulty  in  deciding  this  qneatiaat 
Vea,  sir.  The  nalioa  i*  divided  upon  itj  ^le 
members  of  ihis  Hoa»e,aAer  much inreRtigaljoB, 
after  imich  debate,  aed  qaotatinaa  from  public 
law.  are  greatly  and  rarionsly  divided  in  opiniaa. 
Some  jastify  the  whole  proceedings,  some  juaiifr 
a  part  and  disapprove  a  part.  Thus,  some  tbfnk 
the  occnpatton  of  Si.  Marks  correct,  hot  not  thai 
of  Pensaeola  {  some  josiify  the  «ccupatian  of 
Pensacola ;  some  approve  both,  whilst  others  dis- 
approve both.  What  one  geoileoian  tbinbs  nor- 
reet,  another  altogether  reprobates;  and  erei 
those  who  agree  in  tbe  same  conelosiona  arriiK 
at  them  by  nifierent  modes  of  reasoning, 

Wheaerer,  sir,  a  case  shall  be  )>reaented  lo  ne, 
of  a  maa  who,  led  on  by  iaMdiaaie  antblDo^ 
shall  dare  to  trample  under  foot  tbe  Constintfeat 
for  purposes  of  self-aggraadizetnent  ot-  tBilitarp 
fame,  I  shall  be  ready  to  go  so  fkr  as  he  wfeogeea 
farthest,  not  only  in  censure,  but  in  pnntbffieol, 
in  every  Constitutional  roodejfbr  I,  too,  love  my 
eoBBiry,  I,  loo,  lore  its  Constitution;  I  ttfaafl 
cling  (a  it  as  (be  last  plank  in  tbe  shipwreck;  I 
staall  flee  lo  it  (or  refnge  as  to  the  ark  of  oOr  po- 
litical salvation,  when  (be  nation*  of  the  eaitb 
shall  be  delngcd  wilfa  tyranny  and  oppression. 
But  when  n  caxe  is  presented  to  ffie  like  the  pres- 
ent, in  which  there  is  difficulty  enough  to  divide 
the  House,  after  all  its  research,  in  whieb  the 
officer  concerned  was  called  upon  to  decide,  fa 
the  wilds  of  Florida,  upon  a  state  of  things  net 
aotieipaled,  and  wilbout  ihe  aid  of  Bvnkersboek 
or  Martens,  in  which  that  officer  wnose  dittia- 
guisbed  services  have  identified  his  name  with 
the  character  of  his  country,  bad,  as  f  believe, 
and,  as  has  been  feelingly  said  by  the  membei 
from  Eeataeky  (Ht.Jobrbom)  no  ambition,  bat 
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Dae,  to  WtTs  Ut  eonMf;  it  whM  I  bcHeTfl  b« 
OTM  iaflttelMeil  kykn  iKtan  dwin  to  prnMu 
the  bcnoT  aatf  inM««  of  tk«  eonairy}  im  aoeh 
■  CBM  H  thii,  I  tcMat  it,  I  will  Bot  Ti>te  for  con- 
BTiTe,  for  I  w«f  h  lAe  Mt*  of  eveiT  uioral  >g«itt 
bf  the  laiMitont  I  know  not  httw  ebe  loirMgh 
them  in  iht  Bule  of  mimdMinaMioii.  It  it  thii 
which  inpattt  to  tkom  ibdr  charuter,  wbiA 
eonniimea  tbcit  fmrnm;  it  tbM  be  tood,  the 
act  towtitebit  lmdihKO(iheiiibJ««lofcem«re; 
if  it  be  bad,  il  eu  lay  no  elaim  to  conmenda' 
tiott.  BmiamKnmttrrare,  ritoald  be  oar  motto. 
Happ^  ibe  man  who  eommiu  the  fevmt  ftalts  1 
Happiei  Mltl  i*  he,  whoM  erron  ena  are  in- 
gntted  on  tb«  noble  Bteeic  ofa  pairiotfc  deretion 
to  his  coantrir'a  eaatel  B«rore  I  quit  Ah  part 
of  the  nbjcflt,  I  will  vav  a  few  wwdM  aa  to  the 
dtsobedience  of  ordera.    If  that  sotrfect  facloagcd 


o  oar  pment  iiqtrirr,  I  would  ut  tMt  wbatevet 
raight  har«beeatb«ordera,  wbiebldoQot  mean 
10  discuss,  the  sobH^tieBi  refoaal  on  the  part  of 
the  Precideat,  eiiber  to  poaiih  or  eeanre  tbe 
commanding  Qeoenl,  is  a  full  answer  to  everf 
objeelion  owed  soon  tbe  gtouad  of  disobedieoce 
to  orders.  Bm,  sir,  with  that  aabjeet  I  tbfsb  we 
bare  noibing  to  do.  Oar  inqoiry  is  not  wb«tfaer 
the  commaodinf  Oeoenl  obejred  the  orden  of 
the  Cemmaadte-iD-Cbie^tbat  qneatioo  is  be- 
tween themselves.  As  well  might  we  descend 
lower  down  the  wale  of  rank,  and  iaqtrire  whe- 
ther tbe  general  of  brigade  obeVed  the  eoiiinniBd- 
iirg  Qeneral.  Oor  iDqairjr  is  into  tbe  character 
of  the  acts  which  hare  been  done;  end^hether 
the;  do,  or  do  not,  uoder  the  cirenmstaDces,  eall 
for  our  animadretifon. 

1  come  DOW,  sir,  in  tbe  order  of  mf  argnment, 
to  the  trial  and  eiecniioD  of  Arbuthaot  and  Am- 
brister.  I  beg  leare,  in  tbe  Brsi  place,  to  call  tbe 
attention  of  toe  Committee  to  the  fhatH,  in  relation 
to  these  two  men.  Arbntboot  was  gniliy  ofexei- 
thg  and  stirring' tip  tbe  Creefc  Indians  to  war 
uaintt  the  United  States,  and  of  aiding  and 
aBetiing  ihem,  bf  topporting  them  with  (be 
means  of  war.  Anibrister  led  and  commaaded 
tbe  Lower  Creeks,  in  earrjiiig  on  the  war.  Thew 
ve  the  facta.  And  now,  sir,  for  the  principles 
-which  applf  to  them,  wbieh  desigaatt  tbe  char- 
acter of  their  erimeii,  and  the  pannhment  which 
belongs  to  them.  Before  I  do  this,  howerer,  1 
will  Mf  somelhing  in  reply  to  what  the  Speaker 
said,  in  mitigation  of  Arbothoot's  offence.  He 
told  us  that  the  Treat;  of  Port  Jackson,  of  which 
Arbothnot  had  complained,  had  impoied  hard 
and  lerere  terms  on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  He 
Slated  that,  in  that  treaty,  the  United  Sutes  de- 
manded, in  six  sneeessire  articlea,  and  in  a  tone 
of  the  most  imperious  dictation,  sacrifices  and 
anTceoders  on  the  pan  of  tbe  Indiass,  beyond  any 
example  in  history.  Ur,  Chairman,  I  do  not 
'  meatioQ  it  to  reproach  mycoantrr;  but  lei  us 
cast  back  oor  recollection,  nod  see  if  there  be  not 
'  more  cBOse  for  regret,  in  relation  to  this  sobjeel 
'  on  other  occasions,  than  there  is  in  the  Treaijr  of 
'  Fort  JieksoD.  The  Indians  were  the  aborigmet 
'  of  this  land:  they  were  iia  proprietors.  If  we  go 
I  npon  prineiplea  m*  atrial  jtniiee,  wa  hid  no  tight 


to  lake  f>Om  tbem  an  acre,  but  what  was  BeG*B»> 
sary  for  o«r  comfortable  etlsteaoe.  Wben  M 
boogbt  of  them,  upon  the  same  priDoipVe,  we 
ought  to  bare  given  ihem  n  fair  et|uirfi1eat. 
Have  we  done  so  ?  No,  sir,  we  hare  gaiteh  fraiii 
them  iBillions  of  aeres  of  tbe  fairatland  thai  AM 
ami  erer  sbose  upon,  for  almost  nothing  wheh 
compared  with  i(t  rahie.  Can  gesttcMtn  reawa^ 
cile  this  to  their  flwiings  in  a  lime  of  peaOe  f  And 
yet,  shall  all  their  eympelhies  be  reserred  for  aM 
occasion  whenwehidjnst  tenninBte<l«Mnguin^ 
ary  wktI  A  w«r,  whit^,  on  oor  part  btad  be«« 
uttpro yoked, and  on  tbe  part  of  theenemt,  marbsd 
by  the  extremesl  degree  of  ern  Indian  iMrhttivf, 
This  would,  indeed,  be,  to  keck  at  pap  and  d^gcat 
sleeL 

For,  sir,  it  is  one  of  tbe  legiiinate  ligbtt 
which  sppertain  to  war,  that  whoi  we  oonM  to 
adjust  tba  terms  of  peace,  we  may  repair,  at  iha 
expenae«f  the  enemy,  aH  the  losses  and  idtagen 
which  we  my  bare  incurred  in  the  proseentiott 
of  it.  Bat,  sir,  with  the  jastiee  or  the  moden- 
tlon  of  Ibe  terms  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackmh, 
we  bare  aow  notbing  to  do.  Btilt  less  bad  QeO* 
eral  Jackson':  a  militarT  oScer,  vhoee  duty  it  wak 
to  fight  tbe  battles  of  Mb  country,  notto  decide  dtt 
joslice  of  the  war.  The  treaty  was  duly  b^O^ 
tiated.  and  doly  ratified  ;  it  reoeii^d  the  assen^ 
directly,  of  the  President  and  Senate,  and^  indi- 
reetty,  onrs  also,  by  means  of  an  approprialton, 
made  to  carry  in  stipulations  into  effect.  I  bara 
been  led,  forn  moment,  into  a  digression.  1  will 
return  to  the  sobjeet,  and  will  aiieaipt  to  show 
the  character  of  tbe  cHmes  of  ArbuthmK  aa4 
Ambtister. 

Since  the  iasliiniiOD  of  Qoverameat,  if  tbe 
eitixm  or  sabject  of  one  country  commit  an  or- 
dlaary  outrage  against  the  sorereignty  of  another, 
Ibe  mode  of  ponishmeDt  is  a  plain  and  simple 
one,  and  is,  I  beliere,  almost  uoirerially  acqui- 
esced in  throughout  the  eiriUted  worid.  If  the 
guilty  parson  be  within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  iba 
offended  sovereiga,  he,  without  difficulty,  pon- 
iebes  bim  ;  if  be  escape,  and  return  into  his  own 
covairy,  hh  own  sorereign  will  either  inflJct  ex- 
emplary ptmishment  upon  him,  or,  sometimes, 
delirer  him  up  to  the  oOended  Slate,  there  to 
recaire  jastiee.  But,  sir,  if,  instead  of  itt  being 
an  ordinary  crime,  it  bare  a  hostile  cbarlietert 
if  it  be  an  act  of  war,  in  alliance  with,  or  under 
iheaBspicesef  the  enein  Eea  of  the  eooniry  against 
which  Ibe  hostility  is  commilied,  then  it  a««Qmea 
a diferent aspect;  it  is  either  sanctioned  by  tba 
nation  of  ibe  person  committing  it,  or  il  is  not ; 
if  it  be  sanctioned,  then  it  is  vaose  of  war  against 
that  nation ;  if  it  be  not,  then  ihe  person,  by  thn 
committing  an  act  of  hostility,  imparls  to  him* 
self  ihe  character  of  the  people  with  whom  be 
ooitea  himself.  If  they  be  eirilized,  he,  in  com- 
mon with  them,  is  entitled  to  the  laws  of  clr- 
iliaed  war.    If  they  be  sarage,  in  like  manner  ha 


that  fate  may  rightfolly  be,  wilt  now  be  the  anh- 
jeet  of  my  Inquiry  i  and  here,  sir,  It  will  be  neces- 
to  aaoeM  to  int  prlneiple)^  lo  order  to  U' 
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dcntatid  (he  rightt  t^  war,  in  tb«  rarioii*  ciream- 
staDCci  ID  wbicb  oalioDs  may  b«  placed. 

"  War,"  savB  Bvnkershoek,  page  2,  "  is  a  eon- 
ie*t  \>j  force."  The  aaihot  goes  on  to  remark, 
that  everf  force  it  lawful  io  war ;  that  it  ii  law- 
ful to  deatroy  an  enemy,  though  he  tie  miaimed 
and  defeneeleu;  ii  is  lawful  to  make  osc  of  poi* 
aoa,  of  miMile  weapons,  Sk.;  in  short,  he  addi, 
that  ererylhing  is  lawful  agaioil  an  enemy.  This, 
then,  it  the  original  andTuDdamcDial  principle 
of  the  riftbts  of  war.  In  the  progress  of  time,  as 
eivilizatiOB  advanced,  and  moderation  and  phi- 
laotiiropy  obtained  a  great  prevalence,  the  na- 
lions  of  the  eartb  have  ingrafted  gpon  this  prio- 
eiple  many  modifications,  the  whole  of  wliich 
eomlnncd  coneiitnte  what  are  called  tbe  nsages  of 
civilised  warfare.  Thonghi  therefore,  by  the 
original  principle  the  mere  existence  of  war  made 
•very  individtul,  and  everf  deacripiioa  of  prop- 
citj  belonging  to  each  country,  motaaliy  and 
neiprocallv  hostile,  and  anbject  to  deetroclion  in 
avety  poisiole  mode,  yet,  since  the  nse^es  of  civil- 
ized warfare  were  introduced,  certain  inMrnmentt 
of  war  are  altogether  reprobated,  and  persons  as 
well  aa  property  of  certain  description*,  and  under 
panienlar  ciienautances^  are  spared  Sir,  at  the 
moment  of  expressing  ibis  sentiment  1  behold  one 
inemotable  exception  to  this  mitigated  rule,  in 
an  act  perpetrated  by  a  nation  eoospicuons  for 
iu  civilisation.  1  see  the  Capitol  of  my  conntry 
JDst  rearing  its  bead  from  a  heap  of  ruin  and  de- 
aolalion ;  in  its  destruction  a  lastiDf  monnment 
of  British  outrage;  In  its  ra-edification  a  magni- 
ficent emblem  of  ibe  recuperative  enenry  of  my 
country  I  But  I  will  let  the  pall  of  obQvion  fall 
npon  any  painful  recollections — I  will  return  lo 
nv  subject.  Those  usages  of  civilized  warfare 
which  I  mentioned  a  moment  since  to  tbe  Com- 
miliee,  are  the  subject,  though  not  of  express  vet 
of  tacit  compact ;  they  are  founded  npon  ihe  idea 
of  an  eqnivaleDt,  and  based  upon  the  principle  of 
teaiprocal  obligation.  Thus  the  language  of  one 
nation  to  another  is,  spare  my  mono  meats  of  art, 
nod  1  will  not  ravage  your  couniry-^apare  my 
people  engaged  io  the  peaceable  pursailt  ofagri* 
cultare,  and  I  will  spare  your  women  and  chil- 
dren.  Am  1  asked  for  the  proof  of  Ibis?  It  is 
found  at  once  in  the  doctrine  of  retaliation,  oni- 
Tersally  recognised  as  a  wand  prineitJe  of  pnblic 
law.  If,  contrary  to  the  rule*  of  modern  war,  you 
pat  my  soldiers,  when  made  prisoners,  to  death, 
in  return  I  may  inflict  tbe  seme  severity  upon 
yonrs.  if,  by  tbe  foriuoe  of  war,  they  shall  chance 
to  fall  into  my  power;  because,  in  ibia  instanee, 
aa  you  have  violated  your  part  of  the  compact 
in  relation  to  mitigated  war,  I  am  coofcqueDily 
usolved  from  mine,  and  rntored  to  my  original 
rights.  What  Is  an  exception  merely  in  civilized 
States,  is  ihe  general  rule  in  relation  lo  savages; 
because,  as  tbey  never  acknowledge  the  obliga- 
tion of  tbe  rules  of  modern  war,  they  are  without 
the  pale  of  the  compact,  and  can,  therefore,  claim 
no  beoefiL  front  it.  But  as  against  them  we  have 
a  right,  if  we  choose,  to  exercise,  in  its  fullest 
extent,  the  original  rule  which  1  have  just  laid 
down.    True  it  is,  sir,  ibai  we  do  extend  to  them 


many  of  the  btnefita  of  tUa  eonpset,  bat  itai 

SatnitouB  act  on  our  part,  and  wbatj  tbcRfai 
ey  have  no  right  to  demand  ;  for,  in  tk  Ju- 
gnage  of  Byokershoek,  though  juuice  nuj  be  is- 
sistM  on  in  war,  yet  gm^oiity  cnnoot. 

Theae^  then,  are  ine  principlen  wkiick  ii  V 
fate  of  the  two  men  who  were  cxeeaMd;  im. 
when  you  make  common  cause  with  my  esny, 
without  the  auiborizatioo  of  your  GoveraanL 
you  must  share  a  common  fate  witk  them.  &» 
ond,  that  enemy  being,  in  the  preaent  instanet,! 
savage  one.  ^ou  are  subject  to  the  origiailnli 
of  war,  which  makes  it  lawful  to  pm  ;«•  is 
death.  As  to  Ambrister  there  isacuvelytdifi- 
euliy — he  was  in  tbe  ranks  of  tbaeaemy,  ulW 
them  on  lo  battle.  Now,  acoocding  to  Yatui,^ 
3,  cb.  16,  s.  230,  volunteen  taken  by  the  enca; 
are  treated  as  if  part  of  the  amy  in  whicb  tba 
fighi;8nd  wby,sir?  I  wilt  ffive  yon  t^eanthot^ 
reasons  in  his  own  words:  "Nothiagcaa  betaoa 
'  reasonable ;  they,  in  fact,  unite  uwmselres  ts 
'  tbls  army ;  they  support  the  nme  eaoae— no 
'  matter  whether  it  be  from  obiigaiion  «  (ret 
*  wilL"  The  case  of  Ambrister  is  so  folly  up  k 
this,  that  argument  cannot  make  it  pUiMr.  Ai 
to  Arbulhnot,  if  tbe  file  do  noinfibrd  a  ptacedesi 
in  point,  yet  we  shall  be  aUe  to  decide  it  by  [sii- 
ciple.  Perhaps,  sir.  the  particular  c«ae  maysK 
be  found,  because  there  was  no  people  standiif 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  Statea  in  fiarops  m 
tbe  Indians  do  to  us.  But,  sir,  upon  prinejpie,  if 
the  individual  ia  Ihe  ranks  be  subject  lo  ibis&it.  | 
is  not  th,e  reason  stronger  against  him  visiiikc 
exciter— the  instigator  of  the  wu  7  If  tbsi  taas 
be  liable  to  the  punishment  of  doKlb,  wfae  lent 
to  tbe  enemy  only  the  aid  of  hi*  individnsl  pty 
tieal  force,  how  much  more  does  be  deserve  it, 
wbo,  by  the  moral  force  of  his  delusive  proaisei 
and  persuasions,  puts  into  action  against  us  ik 
physical  force  of  a  whole  tribe  of  indiaai' 
Would  not  a  contrary  doetriae,  in  rffect,  amoani 
to  this,  thai,  whilst  you  may  ponisb  the  arm, 
you  most  sufier  the  head  to  escape  wiib  im- 
punity? 

Sir,  it  was  Arbuihnot  who  poured  the  teerd 
poioDD  ofdiscontent  into  the  minds  of  the  IndiiMi 
it  was  he  who  awakened  the  sleeping  tiger  aa^ 
let  him  loose  against  us,  with  all  his  native  fero- 
city whetted  by  axasperatim  ;  it  was  he  whe 
sharpened  with  new  keenness  the  edge  of  iht 
tomahawk  J  it  was  he  who  used  the  ddodcdHf- 
ages  as  tbe  instrument  of  bis  wieked  parpoM^v 
the  man  who  stabs  you  to  the  beatl  makei  sseoi 
tbe  poniard.  Bui,  said  the  Spanker,  we  ban 
never,  in  a  long  series  of  wars,  practised  retilis- 
lion  for  Indian  barbarity.  Sir,  this  is  not  retslia 
tJOQ.    Thai  consists  in  a  literal  czaeution  of  ik 


and  bates  not  one  in  the  repay."  It  is  never  ip- 
peased  uniil  it  sacrifice  jud  aa  many  vicuw** 
Ihe  enemy  has,  and  those,  loo,  of  the  samtfCidCi 
if  within  it*  reach.  Thus,  if  the  IndisM  k>d 
killed  three  hundred  of  our  men,  wob<*,  ■>>' 
children,  we  should,  upon  this  pitDciefcipBl  ^ 
death  an  equal  number  of  thetra.     Jutiualio* 
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.hen  not  only  mar,  but  freqoenttj  does,  fbll  apon 
:he  iDiioceDt.  Tae  execalioo  of  these  two  men 
s,  ia  the  most  promineot  poiata  of  viev,  the  re- 
rene  of  this.  Inslead  of  the  iDDocem,  we  hive 
puaished  the  guilty ;  insleid  of  couniiag  the  vie- 
titns,  and  saciifieiiig  an  equal  number,  though 
we  b«Te  loBt  hundreds,  we  have  only  execaled 
unita.  n  is  said,  however,  that  we  ha.Te  nerer 
departed  from  the  rules  of  modem  war,  but  in 
burnioe  their  habitations  and  destroying  their 
food.  Is  this  departure,  iudeed,  BllowaUe;  aud 
will  gentlemeu  yet  tay,  that  it  is  not  a  measgre 
of  more  rigorous  Beverity  thaa  the  death  of  the 
two  meo,  whoare  the  subject  of  tbia  diseussioa? 
When  we  destroy  their  habitalioiis,  we  turn 
oat,  not  only  their  warriors,  but  the  old  and  thff 
yoDDg,  without  respect  to  age  or  sex,  without  a 
roof  to  shelter  them  from  the  filing  of  the  piti- 
lees  storm.  The  miserable  pittance  of  property 
which  they  own,  is  all  consumed  by  the  same 
devouring  name  which  destroys  their  dwelling* 
and  makes  them  houseless  wanderers.  When 
we  destroy  their  food,  we  expose  them  to  the 
danger  of  alt  the  horrors  of  famine  which  may 
involve  in  iadiscrimioaie  death  the  guilty  and 
the  innocent;  whilst,  in  the  execution  of  these 
men,  the  guilty  only  have  safiered.  Gentlemen 
hare,  indeed,  m  the  moat  glowinz  colors  of  pa- 
thetic eloquence  portrayed  to  us  the  sufferings  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  If  I  could  dip  my 
pencil  in  as  ririd  colon  as  they  hare  used,  and 
if  I  had  occasion  to  use  them,  I,  too,  could  present 
a  picture  which,  I  am  persuaded,  would  excite 
the  keenest  sympathies  of  the  human  heart.  I 
wotild  present  to  yon,  not  two  guilty  men,  suSer- 
ing  death  according  to  the  sentence  of  the  law, 
bat  a  scene  of  alaogntered  innocence — not  one  or 
two  suffering  rtctims  onl]^,  but  a  group,  a  family 
group.  That  ia  but  a  miniature  painting.  To 
make  it  aa  large  as  life,  I  would  present  yon  al- 
most a  national  gronp.  The  figures  represented 
on  it  would  be,  old  men  bending lienealh  a  weight 
of  years,  inhumanly  butchered;  moltiiudes  of 
women  and  children  gored  with  wounda  and  wel- 
tering in  ibeir  own  Blood  ;  and  others,  sleeping 
in  the  arms  of  death,  wlib  here  and  there  a  soli- 
tary surriroT  to  deplore  ih.eir  fate.  Bat,  sir.  I 
will  not  attempt  to  barrow  up  the  feelings  of  tne 
Committee  by  eren  a  further  deseiiption  of  auch 
scenes — it  is  not  neceaaary  ;  for  I  cannot  but  he- 
lie  re  that  the  execution  of  these  men  stands  jus- 
tified by  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations. 

Bui,  it  has  been  objected,  that  whaierer  our 
rights  may  have  been,  it  was  not  competent  to 
the  commanding  Qeneral  to  execute  them.  Do 
gentlemen  mean  to  say,  that  their  offences  were 
cognizable  before  any  court  baring  criminal  ju- 
lisdiction  ?  I  answer,  ihat  they  could  not  hare 
been  tried  in  the  United  States ;  because  the  acts 
were  not  committed  within  our  jurisdictional 
limits.  They  could  not  have  been  tried  in  Eng- 
land, for  the  same  reaaon.  And,  indeed,  though 
the  offences  were  eommiiied  within  the  territorml 
limits  of  Spain,  yet  the  authcH^  of  them  were  on 
the  lands  owned,  or  at  least  occupied  by  the  In- 
dians.   I  do  not  beliere  that  they  could  bare 


been  tried  there— for,  I  will  ask,  whether  we 
should  claim  jurisdiction  to  punish  an  offence 
against  a  foreien  Gorernment,  committed  by  an 
Indian  on  thelanda  occupied  by  his  tribe  wi|bin 
out  boundary  ?  This  bowerer,  is  an  objection 
to  jurisdiction  founded  upon  locality  only.  I  aa- 
eume  a  much  higher  ground.  1  object  to  it  upon 
the  ground  of  the  nature  and  character  of  the  act 
committed,  My  principle  is  this — that  it  is  a 
right  directly  derived  from,  and  apnertaioing  to 
war,  and,  therefore,  the  civil  power  has  no  juiis> 
■"'eiion  over  it. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  Confess  might 
not  hare  made  some  te^islafire  provision  as  one 
of  the  rules  and  rezulationa  by  which  our  army 
should  be  goremea  in  relation  to  this  subject- 
but,  howerer  ihat  may  be,  as  to  which  I  now 
shall  say  nothiog,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show 
that,  in  the  case  under  discussion,  the  command' 
ing  Qeneral  acted  within  the  sphere  of  his  legiti- 
mate power  in  the  course  which  be  pntsu^. 
These  two  men  were  taken  prisoners,  and  the 
question  was,  what  ahould  be  their  fate — how 
should  they  be  disposed  afl  This  gueslioo  must 
be  settled  according  to  the  laws  of  w^r,  aa  they 
relate  either  to  a  cirilized  or  sarage  enemy.  It 
is  ene  of  the  questions  which  arise  aa  to  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  war.  The  conduct  of 
the  war  belongs  to  the  President  as  Commander- 
'~  chief,  and  under  him  to  his  commanding  Qen- 
..al,  who  is  supposed  to  represent  him.  Is  there 
any  member  of  this  Committee  who  denies  that 
the  mode  of  treating  prisoners  belongs  to  bim 
who  commands  your  armies?  Suppose,  for  ex- 
ample, it  was  a  mere  exchange  of  prisoners,  then 
there  would  be  no  difficulty,  because  it  is  the 
habitual  practice  of  the  commanding  Qeneral  to 
regulate  that,  and  conceded  to  bim  by  ali.  Now, 
sir,  I  will  show  that  this  is  but  one  of  the  modes 
of  treating  prisoners,  and,  with  a  riew  to  throw 
aoroe  light  upon  the  subject,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
take  ■  short  retroapect  of  former  times.  Origi- 
nallr  all  prisoners  were  put  to  death.  The  next 
mode  of  treating  them  was,  to  reduce  them  to 
slavery;  then  was  established  the  system  of  ran- 
som; and.finally,  the  present  mode  of  exchange — 
aee  Vattd,  b.  3/ ch.  8,  p.  151,  8,  3,  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  Dnriog  the  exiatence  of  each  of 
these  modes  of  treatment,  from  the  most  serere 
down  to  the  moat  tenieal,  the  whole  power  and 
auth<mtv  upon  the  subject,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
helongea  to  the  commanding  General.  When, 
then,  a  ease  occurs  like  the  present,  in  which  the 
otiginal  treatment  of  prisoners  is  justifiable^lhe 
same  power  must  bare  authority  over  it,  Thia 
idea  is  strongly  supported  by  the  doctrine  of  re- 
taliation, and  particularly  by  the  mode  of  its  exe- 
cution; for  if  the  enemy  causes  prisoners  to  be 
put  to  deaih^  the  prince  whose  people  are  thus 
treated,  or  his  general,  baa  a  right  to  refuse  life 
to  some  of  the  prisoners  he  may  take.  Again, 
sir.  It  was  long  the  principle,  and  is  now  even 
contended  for  by  some,  that  a  governor  of  a  place 
who  makes  a  desperate  defence,  and  causes  a 
great  effusion  of  blood  thereby,  may  be  put  to 
death.    BywhomT  ofcoutaeby  thecommandiag 
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Wicnl  of  ibe  racvr-  Om  cue  'a^ote^  sir,  and 
Uie  dooe  witb  qootaLioiB  upon  iliis  poini. 
ben,H][i  ValtO,  i.  3,  ch.  8,9.161," ant  ttklv 
'  is  incomiutible  viih  tbat  of  the  eDcmj,  thoagn 
*  lubdum},  it  is  oat  of  ■!!  questi«a  but  that  io  cool 
'  biqod  a  t[i«a[  »!'»'><'  °*  pruoners  should  be  put 
'  to  death!"  By  wbom  ?  It  must  be  by  the  com- 
ma u  din  2  geaeral.  This  priiteiple  is  precisely  re- 
cognised hf  the  teiolre  of  the  Old  Congreag,  read 
ij  the  isfmber  from  Eentuck]',  for  they  resoWe, 
exptesslf ,  that  not  onlj  the  Commaiider-iD-chie^ 
but  the  commander  of  a  eeparaie  armjr,  had  the 
light  of  retaliation.  Two  examples  hare  been 
rentred  lo  which  have  been  supposed  la  prove 
the  cDDtraiy.  Oaa  during  the  %uaai  war  with 
^nnc* — tbe  other  duTing  the  late  wat  with  Great 
Britain,  in  which  legislatire  pioTision  was  made 
upon  Ibe  tnbjeet  In  relation  to  the  firti,  I  will 
obserre  that  there  teally  was  no  actual  war,  and 
conKequemlf  none  of  the  tights  of  war  could 
strictly  be  exercised.  As  to  the  example  dutiog 
the  lale  war  with  Oreat  Britain,  tbe  law  contains 
two  distinct  section*:  the  first  authorizes  the 
President  10  relatiate  on  Qreac  Briieio  any  rio- 
laliooof  therulesof  civilized  wat  j  and  the  second 
anlhorizes  him  to  retaliate  on  British  aubjects for 
outrages  committed  by  Indians  in  alliance  vitb 
them.  The  last  contains  an  entirely  new  prin- 
ciple, because  it  antboriies  retaliation  upon  tbe 
sold ie IB  of  tbe  principal,  for  cruelties  committed 
bv  tbe  allies,  ft,  therefore,  Jias  00  applicatioe  at 
all  10' this  case.  And,  as  it  reipecis  both  tbe  pro- 
TiiioQs,  they  are  subject  to  this  remark,  that  ihejr 
relate  to  retaliation,  as  to  which,  though  the 
Presiijent  had  the  power,  he  migltl  not  choose  to 
exetcise  it  without  the  sanction  of  Coogress,  in* 
asmuch  as  it  would  fall  upon  the  innocent  ex- 
clusively. 1  have  already  endeavored  to  show 
that  In  this  ease  it  falls  on  tbe  guilty  only. 

In  regard  to  the  court  matnal,  gentlemen  say 
it  had  no  jurisdtotion.  This  is  conceded  to  b« 
correct;  and  l  have  attempted  to  show,  that  the 
power  belonged  to  the  commanding  General. 
AlAoQgb,  however,  the  court  had  no  jurisdiotion 
to  decide  the  fata  of  the  two  taen,  it  was  not  im- 
proper throogb  them  10  get  at  the  fact*;  and 
iboHgh  Ibev  had  00  jurisdiction,  it  would  have 
Jbeen  desirable  that  the  Qeneral,  after  submitting 
tbe  case  to  ibcm,  should  have  foUowad  the  sea- 
tence  which  tbey  pronounced,  bat  for  an  unan- 
aweiable  reason,  wJiich,  I  believe,  has  already 
been  urged,  that  the  punishment  which  they  pro- 
nounced in  the  case  in  which  their  sentence  was 
net  followed  was  unknown  to  the  naliooil  law, 
and  therefore  could  not  properly  be  inflicted.  I 
liaTe  thuo,  sir,  shown,  as  I  thinly  that  tbe  power 
of  putting  these  men  to  death,  belonged  to  us  as 
one  of  Ibe  rights  of  war,  and  that  it  was  legiti- 
mately exercised  by  the  commanding  General ; 
and  yet,  sir,  I  acknowledge  ihat  I  feel  a  isgret 
at  their  exeeation — but  what  kind  of  regret? 
Just  inch  as  I  would  feel  for  the  execution  of  a 
man  who  bad  been  sentenced  to  death  under  the 
mnnicipal  taw  of  the  country,  and  in  whose 
ftvor,  uadet  certain  circumstances,  I  might  join 
In  a  petition  for  a  pardon,  which  petiiiOD  was 


reiecMd.  I  coold  not,  however,  tntha  case  whieb 
I  bare  stated,  concur  in  a  vcfte  of  ceniure  against 
tbe  executive  officer  for  refusing  ibis  pardon, 
because  he  has  only  executed  the  sentmee  of  the 
law }  because  he  has  carried  into  elKcttbe  pub- 
lic justice  of  the  country;  and,  because  an  act, 
conformably  to  law,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
I^iactples  of  justice,  even  if  you  call  it  sietQ  jus- 
tice, cannot  be  moraUy  wrong. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  merer  is  a  godlike  rirtoe, 
and  tbat  "earthly  power  ahowa  likeat  ta divine, 
when  mercy  seasons  justice ;"  but  there  ia  a  point, 
when  even  her  pleading  voice  should  not  prevail ; 
bot  the  aword  of  juatioe  should  execute  its  office. 
How  long  we  should  listen  (o  her  e  Urea  ties,  and 
^hen  we  should  become  deaf,  even  to  Lhem,  it  is 
itnpossible,  certainly,  to  aay.  One  Ihing,  now- 
ever,  is  certain— that,  whilst  the  propriety  of  the 
interposition  of  mercy  depends  on  eircomstances, 
the  piinciplesof  justice  are  immaiable;  tbesaaae 
yesierday,  to-day,  and  forever.  Though,  there- 
fore, I  should  bare  been  pleaaed  if  they  had  beeik 
spared,  yet,  when  I  recoUact  tbat  we  have  labored 
in  vain  to  extend  to  the  Indians  tbe  mild  ptecepU 
of  religion,  and  to  excite  in  their  bosoms  feelings 
of  phuanthtopv;  when  I  see  them,  upon  the 
breaking  out  of  every  new  war,  again  exercising 
all  their  native  ferocity  ;  when  I  recollect  tbat  the 
punishment  which  has  been  inflicted,  is  justified 
by  the  principles  of  public  law ;  and,  that  an  exam- 
ple like  the  present,  by  the  monitory  lesson  which 
It  afibrds,  may  contribute  lo  the  future  peace  vul 
safety  of  our  citizens,  and  spare  the  effiiaioa  of 
much  blood,  as  well  of  oar  own  people  as  of  the 
Indians  themselves;  when  1  recollect  these  lbiiig% 
I  am  brought  to  Ihe  conclu&ioor  that  whatever 
may  be  my  feelings  of  r«gret,  mercy  to  ibuc 
men  might  have  been  cruelty  ton  whole  com- 
tnaniiy;  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  coocar  ia  s 
vote  of  censure  for  (heir  execution. 

I  bare  finished  my  view  of  liiis  whole  sobject. 
1  shall  vote  against  all  the  resolutiooa.  I  thnok 
the  Committee  for  their  polite  attention, and  will 
not  trespass  longer  upon  Iheir  patience. 

Mr.  Sawtei,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and 
said — 

Mr-  Chairman :  A*  it  is  not  my  iountioit  10 

Eo  over  the  same  gtounds  that  other  geBtlemait 
ave,  my  observations  will  be  necessarily  few* 
And  I  am  sorr*  to  be  obliged  lo  difier  with  my 
friend  from  New  Voik,  in  the  outset  with  re- 
spect to  the  powers  of  this  Hoase  over  the  pre- 
sent question. 

I  think  the  principle  a  new  one ;  that  CoDgrest 
has  no  power  topass  any  resoiiuioa  of  eondemoa- 
tion  or  removal,  nor  of  censnre,  of  any  mllitarv 
officer.  If  such  a  power  exists,  let  it  be  poinitd 
ouL  I  have  examined  the  Constituiioo,  clause 
by  clause,  for  such  a  power,  but  I  hare  searched 
in  vain.  The  Legislative  imd  Executive  powers 
ate  distinctly  marked  and  independently  dele- 
gated, aad  we  cannot  pursue  this  course  wiibont 
infriogiog  upon  the  rights  of  the  Kxeoaiive.  He 
is,  by  the  Constitution,  the  Commander-in-chief 
of  all  our  forces,  and  10  him  alone  are  our  offi- 
cers reepooaihle.    Besidce,  a  reaolatiDO  of  this 
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kiadi  inpliM  a  ccowM  w  our  BxMDiive,  bf  i*tt- 
■hUJiV  ''uI  be  bad  been  ao  segligeBt  in  fau  daiT 
ttr  partial  in  bia  afleeiiMc,  a*  to  permit  a  ranit 
W  ope  «r  Ua  ofioan  to  pau  aanoEiced,  which 
thitHeiuamigbt  tbiakworihr  of  aniioadTersiM). 
Ibave  too  macb  coDfidence  ia  the  ExMOliTe  to 
feiditre  he  would  fail  to  do  bis  duty,  upon  the 
eannuHioa  of  any  criminal  act  on  tba  part  of 
Oeoerai  Jaekaon.  But  I  am  yet  to  kaia  wlittber 
Mcb  baa  beca  tba  oaae  od  the  part  of  the  Geaecal. 
WbU  it  the  trti«  uate  of  the  eaae  1  Atbuiboot 
and  Ambriit«r  were  ap^rehaodod  in  the  lodiau 
AMiDtrr,  onder  such  cireaDutaoees  aa  would 
bare  justified  their  immediate  eaecntioD.  Bui 
Qcwral  JaeksoDi  wiabiog  to  afford  proofa  to  the 
world  of  their  guilt,  ordered  a  tpecial  court  of  io- 
niry  to  oouTese  at  St.  Marki,  the  26ib  of  April 
bat,  for  the  ptupoaeof  invcttigatiog  the  charge*, 
and  inibodyiag  thee videnceagaiiut  them.  [Here, 
llfr.  S.  read  the  order,  &c.T  This  court,  a*  a 
eoart  of  ioquiry,  had  no  right  to  pasa  judgncat. 
7b«y  were  sittiag  merely  at  jurors,  and  ware  to 
And  a  Tcrdict  of  guilty  or  not  guilty.  Tbey  did 
flad  the  piiaonerB  gulUy  of  tuoh  charges  as  tub- 

Eeted  them  to  the  punithment  of  death.  They 
nod  Arbnihooi  guilty  of  both  charges  ;  excit- 
ing tba  Creek  Indians  to  war  sgaiait  the  United 
Sfatct^  and  of  eorofortiog  and  supporting  tbe 
aaemy^  by  fomlshiag  bim  wilb  the  meant  to 
carry  it  on.  This  was,  in  fact,  treason  against 
ibe  Uaiied  Slatet)  for  theae  Creek  Indiana  were 
fVltat  etiiaeoa,  enjojriag  tbe  protection,  aud  were 
■ndai  th«  jariadictioa  of  tbe  Uniiad  States,  ai^, 
DolwiUiatandiDg  Arbuthnot  waa  a  for«igaer,  be 
MoM  commit  ireaaoo  against  the  United  Stales 
M  well  at  a  ciiisin,  and  would  be  either  pouisbed 
for  itciTiUy,b]rbciiigliirfledoTer  to  the  civil  an- 
tbority,  or  by  martiariaw,  for  soch  other  offenoee 
M  eawa  tukder  the  cogaiiaooe  of  that  tribunal. 
Aa  to  Ainbriaier,  ilwasproved  that  hegare  intd- 
l^nee  to  ibe  caemyi  and  he  plead  guilty  to  the 
second  charge,  ibai  of  being  a  party  and  ercQ  a 
leader  in  the  war ;  of  course,  ihey  brought  on 
thepoielTet  abd  justly  deserved  thai  puDishneni, 
Wbich  the  right  of  retaliaiioa  entitled  us,  and  the 
orders  of  General  Jackson  commanded  bim,  to 
^flict  Up«B  the  sarage  foe.  The  piiionets  being 
tou^d guilty  on  such  charges  as  subjected  them 
to  citpiui  puDishmeni,  there  was  an  epd  of  tbe 
Vtlbofi^  of  loa  court,  and  it  remained  with 
Qlfi^^t^  4ackto4  to  syply  tbe  law  of  the  milt- 
tMf  «4<«,  ftnd  t<e  it  ex^cuud.  Tbe  qpiui^n 
a(bleb  ib*  eoitu  t^ogbt  proper  afterwaHlB  tp 
\,  tbai  the  offence  of  An»cittei  did  not  da- 


bf  Oepitai  Jacksoa  as  a  recaouneadatioD  lo 
meref  by  teveral  reqweiable  indiridnaU ;  hut 
wbi«h,  ia  obedicnc*  to  the  laws  of  the  army,  he 
cQtild  not  observe.  Bui  it  was  iaeossistent  with 
the  teBtence  which  they  bad  already  pronounced 
aguosi  Arbuthnot;  for  they  had  ordered  him  to 
be  oupg,  although  he  was  only  an  accessary  in 
^e  war,  and  how  could  they  condemn  Ambris- 
ter  10  a  less  severe  punishment,  who  was  a  prin- 
fiiml  in  it !  Qeaeral  Jaiikson  was  merely  recon- 
cdjqg  their  own  decisions,  when  he,  at  the  same 


time,  eoBfiwmed  to  tbe  Uwa  of  hia  eowMv, 
which  forbid  the  iofliaiion  of  (nrinra,  and  lyaa 
the  taioister  of  efen-banded  jwtice,  ibat  "le- 
WrDed  tbe  poisoned  cbaliee  to  tbeir  lipa  wba 
prepared  it." 

Aitbongb  I  am  hurt  at  the  zeal  with  wUeb  I 
see  this  prosecution  carried  on,  and  the  joy  nuBr 
ifetted  at  it  from  a  certain  quartet  <A  the  Hooaf, 
yet  Icannot  be  so  uncharitable fts  to  impute  tbcli 
motive*  to  the  conduct  of  General  JacKseo  pdor 
to  this  cTeni.  Surely  uogenttemeQ  within  these 
wallt  can  harbor  a  piejaoice  i^aintt  him  fat  bia 
vicioties  over  any  of  oar  enemies.  I  most  be* 
liere  tbeir  motives  are  pure,  but  I  cannot  bat 
think  theii  riews  ate  ertoneout.  What  would 
they  have,  even  admitting,  fot  a^ument's  aake> 
ibat  the  conduct  of  Qenetal  Jackson  was  not 
strictly  legal  7  Would  they  wish  lo  see  ibat  moa, 
at  his  time  of  life,  grown  gray  in  bis  counliy'a 
service,  drasged  before  a  mHitarv  ttibonal  to  ap- 
'  r  it?    Can  bis  age — can  nis  services — can 


conduct  bas  drawn  tuns  of  blood  from  an  unaf> 
fending  country's  breast?  I  trust  not.  The  blaze 
of  Jseuon's  glory  is  loo  bright,  ia  my  eyes,  to  be 
obscured  by  the  itansaction.  Bui  the  course  pro- 
posed is  very  extraordinary.  Ate  we  a  telf-eon- 
sLiLuied  ifibuni^  to  whom  General  Jaekton  it 
tespoatible?  What  purpose  can  it  serve  to  pass 
a  retolntion  criminating  the  commanding  Gene- 
ral T  Have  we  any  authority,  and  can  i^oclai^ 
the  privilege  of  aiucking  tbe  characteis  of  the 
best  and  greatest  men  among  us,  and  of  depriving 
them  of  tbe  most  "precious  jewels  of  theit  souls l* 
This  is  a  new  species  of  legislative  domiDaiioa, 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  If  yon 
claim  the  use  of  it,  what  man  can  be  safe  1  There 
is  00  man  of  elevated  tank  but  what  may  be  ob- 
noxious to  some  member  of  this  House;  and 
would  it  be  tight  for  him  lo  use  bisprivUege  of 
a  member  to  assail  his  character  t  Will  the  peo- 
ple endure  to  be  dragged  before  Ibis  council  sf 
analomiilB,  to  undergo  the  worst  of  all  dissec- 
tiooa'?  I  for  one  will  not,  b)r  any  act  of  min^ 
mnciion  the  extension  of  this  censorial  power 
over  mjr  caottituents.  The  age  of  proscription, 
I  trust,  IS  over,  never  to  be  revived.  There  is  ^ 
proper  tiibunal,  clearly  marked  out  by  the  Con- 
stitulioo,  for  tbe  punishment  and  censure  ottYexj 
grievance  i  to  that  ttibunal  General  Jackson  u 
answerable,  and  no  other.  If  the  President  hu 
omitted  to  do  bis  duty,  let  the  gentleman  im- 
peach bimj  but  this  ctiminaliog  coutse,  in  tbia 
House,  is  mere  brvlitnijidmea,  without  any  coc- 
lespoodins  power,  but  fraught  with  great  mis- 
chief, by  Sxiog  a  sting  in  the  botom  of  a  person 
who  ia  Dotpermittea  to  be  present  lo  maVe  his 
defence.  What  effect  can  the  passage  of  this  re- 
solution have?  Can  it  deprive  General  Jacksoo 
of  bis  commission?  If  ine  President  approves 
his  conduct,  wilt  be  be  driven  to  act  the  ungrate- 
ful task  of  dismissing  from  his  service  tbe  man 
whom  he  may  think  deserves  well  of  his  country, 
by  any  officious  intermeddling  on  our  parti  Sir, 
1  trust  the  President  has  too  high  a  sense  of  his 
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own  rights  tad  dif  nity.  The  QoreniineDt — the 
people— bare  too  high  a  sease  o{  JaclisoQ'B  merit, 
ever  lo  give  him  up  aui  riciim  lo  the  manea  of 
such  creatures  aa  ArbDthiiol  and  Ambrisler.  So 
far  from  censure,  he  deeerTes  the  grateful  thanJts 
of  this  House,  and  I  trust  he  will  receive  them. 
I  consider  we  are  boand  to  tender  him  a  vote  of 
thanks,  as  a  balm  id  his  woanded  spirit — as  an 
antidote  to  tbe  worst  of  all  poisons — that  which 
Is  inflicted  wllb  the  tooth  of  ingratitude  1 
If  foa  pass  this  resolution,  what  must  be  tbe 


Deighing  steed,  the  shrill  trump,  tbe  ear-piercing 
fife,  tbe  spirit* stirring  drum,  the  '  star-spangled 
baDoer,*  and  all  the  quality,  pride,  pomp,  and  cir- 
cumstance of  glorious  war"— Jackson 's  occupa- 
tion's (one. 

Sir,  when  I  saw  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
fMr.  Conn)  the  first  to  commence  (his  attack,  I 
relt  emotions  that  I  cannot  undertake  to  express. 
It  was  tbe  last  quarter  of  this  House  tbat  I  ex- 
peeted  it  from.  Tbat  ^entlemaD,  in  common 
with  tbe  people  of  Georgia,  are  under  obligations 
to  Oeoerat  Jackson  that  are  not  easily  cancelled. 
Sir,  General  Jackson  watcbed  while  they  might 
sleep.  He  presented  himself  between  ibem  and 
the  ruthless  savage,  exposed  his  own  life  that 
their  wives  and  children  might  slumber  undis- 
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ts  of  the  people  of 


ry  for  it,  but  I  trust  m 
very  dinerenl.    Sir,  the  gentle. 


talked  about  law,and  called 

law  that  Arbntbnot  and  Ambrister  had  violated  ! 
Sir,  I  can  answer  him  by  asking  bim  ts  tell  us 
what  laws  they  had  not  violated?  Then  does  be 
conceive  tbat  tbe  court  of  inquiry,  ccrnposed  of 
sucb  respectable  names,  with  General  Gaines  at 
tbeir  bead,  disregarded  their  oaths  by  condemn- 
ing them  without  law?  Sir,  they  violated  tbe 
ninth  rule  of  the  articles  of  war,  by  furnishing 
tbe  enemy  wilb  aid  and  assistance,  and  commit- 
ted more  offences  than  I  have  language  to  clothe 
them  in.  With  murder,  rape,  rapiDC,  robbery, 
bnrning,  in  (heir  train ;  like  furies  (hey  issued 
from  toeir  dens,  "cried  havoc,  and  let  slip  the 
dogs  of  war."  But  does  the  gentlemen  expect  us 
lo  apply  the  same  laws  to  savages  that  are  ob- 
served among  civilized  nations?  Let  him,  with 
his  code  of  laws,  undertake  to  enforce  their  obli- 
gations to  a  savage,  armed  with  a  lomabawk,  and 
see  which  will  make  tbe  greatest  impression. 
Pray,  sir  wbat  laws,  human  or  divine,  do  they 
observel  Indians!  demons!  But  tbe  gentleman 
says  we  never  exercised  tbe  right  of  retaliation 
before.  If  we  had  not,  that  is  no  reason  we  never 
should.  1  believe  many  instances  of  retaliation 
have  been  enumerated;  if.they  had  not,  it  would 
be  paying  a  compliment  to  onr  humanity,  which, 
1  hope,  will  never  be  deserved  again.  Mercy,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  my  delight;  but  when  that  mercy 
degenerates  into  weakness,  it  sometimes  produces 
cruelty  to  ourselves.  This  was  tbe  case  in  the 
present  instance,  and  made  It  necessary  to  change 
otir  policy. 


Sir,  as  to  the  resolntions  of  the  gentleman  fi^n 
Georgia  I  shall  not  consider  them,  particularly  at 
this  time,  for  I  do  not  think  they  coma  fairly  be- 
fore me.  I  think,  for  myself,  I  have  a  rigbt  to 
complain  at  onr  treatment.  After  asabjecthaa 
been  regularly  referred  to  a  committee,  and  by  it 
reported  to  tbe  House,  and  a  special  charge 
against  General  Jackson,  grounded  on  the  trial 
and  execution  of  Arbntbnot  and  Ambrister,  and 
made  tbe  order  ofa  given  day;  when  the  subject 
is  taken  up  what  is  the  course  pursued  1  An  at- 
tempt is  made  to  lead  as  from  the  ground  w* 
occupied,  by  forcing  us  to  consider  several  ab- 
stract propositions,  without  tbeir  ever  having 
been  agreed  io  be  considered  by  the  House.  Why 
they  should  bd  entitled  to  a  ptefereoee  over  other 
reaolntions  I  cannot  conceive.  But  what  are  we 
to  infer  from  this  course!    Is  this  roarcbiog  tip 


The  gentleman  hat  asked  us  to  justify  Gkaeral 
Jackson's  conduct  by  any  law,  in  occDpving  the 
Spanish  posts  of  St.  Marks  and  Penncoia.  Sir, 
he  was  justified  in  occupying  Ibem  by  one  law 
at  least,  the  force  of  which  all  are  ready  to  admit 
— self- preserve  lion.  He  bad  a  right,  ander  that 
taw,  to  deprive  them  of  one  post,  and  to  cut  them 
off  and  intercept  their  supplies  by  tbe  capture  of 
tbe  other. 

And  here  I  beg  leave  to  qnote  the  Geiteral's 
own  words,  for.  as  ably  as  be  has  been  defended 
on  ibis  floor,  I  believe  his  own  defence,  consider- 
ing all  circumstances,  is  nearly  as  good  as  any 
ibat  can  be  made  for  him.  I  will  take  the  liber^ 
of  reading  an  extract  from  bis  letter  of  tbe  6th  of 
May  last,  dated  at  Fori  Gadsden,  to  the  Secre- 
tary  of  War.  This  letter  affords  another  proof 
that  he  had  tbe  heart  to  conceive,  ihe  hand  to 
execute,  and  the  talents  to  defend,  tbe  beat  mea- 
sures which  tbe  urgency  of  tbe  occasion  required. 

"  I  hope  the  eiecatiDn  of  these  two  imptinciplad 
viUaini  will  proie  mn  awfiil  sxsmple  to  tbe  world,  and 
conTince  the  GoTemment  of  Great  Britain,  m  well  at 
her  sobjects,  that  certain,  if  alow,  letribolion  awaits 


deeds  of  savag*  war.  Prevlona  to  my  leatinif  Fort 
Gadsden,  I  had  occaaion  to  addrsaa  a  coniTnunicatiwi 
to  the  Govemoi  of  Penaaoola,  m  the  autject  of  per- 
mitting snppUea  to  pass  np  the  Escambia  river  lo  Fori 
Crawiord.  This  letter,  with  another  bom  St.  Marks, 
United  Statee'  dMhing,  aUp- 


GoTsTDor  of  Pensacola'i  refliaal  to  my  deinuu,  a 
but  be  viewed  as  an  boMile  feeling  on  Ua  part,  par- 
ticularly in  connexion  with  aame  dicmnstancea  ra> 
ported  lo  me  from  the  moat  unqaeatioUBble  antboiily. 
It  has  been  atated  that  tha  ln£ana  at  war  wiUi  tba 
United  State*  hare  &ee  scceaa  into  Penaaeoh,  that 
they  aie  kept  adnaed,  from  that  qoarter,  of  all'onr 
movamenta ;  tbat  they  his  ■nppUed  from  (hence  nith 
ammnnition  and  manitiont  o/war;  and  that  thay  sre 
now  collecting  in  a  body,  to  the  smonnt  of  fcmr  or  five 
hundred  wuiiora  in  that  town  ;  Ibat  inroads  ftaoi 
thencaliare  been  istelj  made  or   ~ 
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1,  ^ould  tbaj  proTs  correct, 


j~compelmelamak«amoTei»eiit  to  lh«t*Mt 

le  Appala^oola,  and,  ^ould  tbaj  proTs  correct, 
Pflntaoola  nuirt  b«  ooeai«ad  wilti  an  Amsrican  Sana, 


Fort 


the  d«ienu>i  tiMlAd  aocording  to  bu  draerts, 
liej  ma?  dictate.  I  ihall  leavs  atrong  guiuoiu  in 
rta  St.  Ma^  Gadaden,  and  Scott,  and  in  Penta- 
wda,  ahoald  it  be  uwseaeai;  to  pMaaai  it.  It  become* 
ai7  datr  to  itate  it  aa  mj  con&ucd  opiiUMi,  tbat  hi 
long  M  Spain  bai  not  the  pomt  or  will  to  enforce  tbe 
troatis*  bj  wbioh  she  ii  wlemnly  bound  to  pnterft 
tlte  IndiaU  within  bar  territoiy  at  peace  with  the 
United  Statea,  no  aecurily  can  be  gi«n  lo  onr  aouth- 
ero  frontier,  without  oceupjing  a  cordon  of  posta  along 
the  ahore.  The  moment  the  American  aimy  retiiea 
from  Florida  the  Wat  hatchet  will  be  again  raiaed,  and 
the  aame  icenei  of  indlaciiminate  msuacre,  with  which 
oar  frontier  lettlan  have  been  Tiaited,  will  be  repeated, 
BO  long  aa  the  Indiana  within  the  territor;  of  Spain  are 
expoeed  lo  the  daloiion  of  Use  propheti  and  polun  of 
fcreign  intrigne  j  ao  long  as  thoj  can  receiTo  ammani- 
tdon,  mnnitiona  of  war,  from  pretended  Uadera  and 
Spanish  commandanta,  it  will  be  impO!»ibls  to  leettoin 
their  ontiigea.  The  hnming  their  towna,  deatrojing 
their  elock  and  proraiona,  will  produce  bal  temporary 
embarraaunenta.  BeauppUed  b;  Spanish  Buthoritiea, 
the;  unj  conceutrate  and  disperBe  at  will,  and  keep 
up  a  laating  and  predatorf  warfare  against  the  United 
States,  as  eipeneive  to  our  GoTemment  aa  haraasing 
to  onr  troopa.  The  saxageB,  therefore,  must  be  made 
dependant  on  ns,  snd  cannot  be  kept  at  peace  without 
bemg  persuaded  of  the  certaintf  of  chaitueaeDt  being 
inflicted  on  the  commiasion  of  the  first  offence.  Itrost, 
therefore,  that  the  meaeuree  which  have  been  pnrsaed 
will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pteaident  of  the 
United  States;  the?  have  been  adopted  in  pnrauance 
of  your  iostractiona,  and  under  a  firm  conviction  that 
they  alone  were  calculated  lo  insure  peace  and  secuiitj 
to  the  Georgian  fronUer." 

There  would  have  been  no  end  to  the 
had  permitted  the  enemy  w  retreat  to  those 
Birong-holds,  the  Spanish  fort?,  without  parsuing 
Ihem  wiih  fiery  eipedii ion.  The  iriaj  was  made, 
and  as  soon  as  our  forces  retraced  their  aieps.  the 
Indiana  recommenced  their  syntem  of  robbing 
and  murder.  Doea  the  gentleman  require  tbat 
we  should  be  at  the  expense  of  keeping  up  a 
gular  standing f<»ee  throughout  the  whole  ez[< 
»[  (he  Georgia  frontier^  to  make  il  an  armed 
barrier  against  the  sayagesl  Ought  he 
be  satUAed  litat  the  war  bu  terminated 
fnaanerit  bas,  in  the  complete  disnersiL-  — 
•oaqnest  of  the  enemy,  by  the  only  mode  in 
which  il  could  be  done  promptly  and  completely  1 
Ought  he  not  to  be  ihaekful  that  his 
can  now  pnnae  their  peaceful  avoct 
oat  hourly  apprehensions  of  murder  and  confia* 

Saiionl  It  any  Irregularities  hB»B  happened  in 
e  course  of  this  war,  leare  it  to  be  settled  be- 
tween  us  and  Spain;  let  us  not  be  guilty  of  such 
monstrous  ingratitude  to  our  wonhj  command- 
er as  to  forget  all  his  serTicea|his  midnight  vigils, 
mnd  bis  uniform  success,  by  passing  a  string  of 
resolutions  wbiob  many  of  us  do  not  comprehend, 
and  which  he  never  could  hare  intended  to  vio- 
late. For,  I  beliere  it  is  not  usual  to  censure  a 
general  for  hia  auccess ;  he  could  have  expected 


I  worse  had  fac  been  beaten.    Thia  is  but  poor 

caura^remeDl  lo  onr  officers. 

But,  sir,  I  consider  these  resolstioDs  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  as  a  complete  acquittal  of 
General  Jackson.  Because  they  imply  thai  the 
prohibiiiena  they  impose  did  heretofore  exist. 
For,  if  they  do  exist,  where  is  ibe  use  of  their 
being  now  enacted?  And  if  ihejr  do  not,  of 
course  General  Jactcsoii  could  not  violate  them. 

Aa  to  the  power  of  General  Jackson,  he  bad 
the  most  plenarjt  I  will  not  occupy  your  time 
by  reading  the  many  letters  from  the  War  Da-  ' 
partment  on  this  head,  bat  will  content  myself  by 
calliog youraitenlion  to  ibe  concluding paragrapEi 
of  a  letter  from  the  Seci'eiary  of  War  lo  Govern- 
it  Bibb,  of  the  I7th  of  May  last :  "Oeneral  Jack* 
ion  b  vested  with  full  power  to  conduct  the  war 
n  a  manner  he  may  think  best."  Comroeui  on 
his  senteace  would  be  an  insult  to  the  under- 
itandiDg  of  this  House.  General  Jackson,  theii, 
had  the  fullest  power  lo  conduct  the  war  in  hiv 
own  way.  The  Qoveroraent  divested  itself  of 
all  authority  over  it :  nothine  could  be  added  to 
the  one — nothing  could  be  taken  from  Ibe  other. 
Sir,  I  shall  now  come  to  a  close.  I  believe  that 
we  have  not  the  right  to  pats  this  resolution  by 
the  Constitution  ;  and  I  know  it  would  be  unmer- 
ited. Sir,  tbe  honorable  Speaker  closed  bis  speech 
by  an  impressive  caution  to  us  not  to  set  a  prece- 
dent which  might  destroy  the  liberties  of  out 
country.  While  we  are  guarding  tbe  Conslitn- 
tion  a^tnst  invasioD  from  other  quarters,  let  ue 
take  care  that  we  do  not  violate  it  ourselves.  Sir, 
we  are  ireadiui;  upon  aacred  ground.  If  we  pro- 
ceed, instead  of  being  the  palladium,  we  may  be- 
come the  grave  of  out  liberties.  If  wepasi'these 
reaolutiona,  we  aim  a  death-blow  at  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Sxeentive. 

Mr.  MiROiR  (after  an  unsBceeasful  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise)  proceeded  to  unfold  hU 
views  in  support  of  the  resolutions ;  and  had 
spoken  a  short  time,  when,  a  motion  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  rise  being  made,_  tbe  Committee  rose, 
reported  progtesa,Bnd  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Meboeb  then,  apeeably  to  an  intimation 
which  be  had  given  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
offered  the  following  resolution : 

Raohtd,  That  Ihe  Secretaries  of  War  and  tbe  Ha- 
Ty  be  directed  to  lay  bdbre  thia  House  a  copy  of  the 
military  ordera  in  virtne  of  whidi  the  Negro  Port, 
within  the  Territmy  of  East  Florida,  was  deatroyad 
in  the  month  of  July,  1816,  together  with  the  oorr^ 
■pondcttce  of  Colonel  Clinch  and  Commodore  PatUr- 
■on,  in  relation  to  diat  evenL 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Btbotkbb,  Ibe  following 
was  received  by  tbe  mover  as  a  part  of  ihe  teso- 

"  And  any  other  information  which  may  be  in  theii 
power,  in  relation  to  the  movement  of  the  Indiana  in 
the  Seminole  country." 

Some  conversatiou  took  place  on  this  resolu- 
tion, in  which  Mr.  Meroeb  stated  bis  object  to  be 
to  show,  by  the  papers  called  for,  &c.,  that  the 
United  Slates  were  the  aggressors  in  the  war 
I  which  ensued  with  the  Seminole  Indians. 
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Oa  patting  the  qualioB  on  Mr.  HaBeii'a  i«> 

•olDiioD,  it  «u  dUcoTcred  that  then  wm  not  a 
qooniin  of  the  niMsbers  prcMoi  j  boi)  the  HatiK 
Mjwtraed. 

TuEBDiT,  Jannarj  S6. 

Hr.  Suits,  of  Uary laod,  from  the  CammiUee 

of  Ways  and  Mmdb,  reported  a  bill  mabing  ap- 

piopriaiiona  for  ihe  support  of  Qovernment  for 

the  r^T  1819;  which  wat  read,  and  commiued 

.  to  4  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  ld>moirow. 

Ur.  Aasbett  addreued  the  Chair,  and  Mid 
that  be  rose  to  perform  a  pleaung  taBK,  becaose 
it  was  coDQeeied  vith  humaoilf.    It  was  to  give 

Sraiae  aad  honor  where  praise  and  honor  were 
ue.  It  was,  coniiaued  Mr.  B^  said  last  oighi, 
from  tb«t  chair,  that  seosible  objeols  most  forci- 
bly attracted  ns.  My  heart  responds  to  its  truth. 
Most  sensibly  did  I  feel,  on  beboldiog  in  that 
chair  a  man  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  the 
imeliaration  of  the  state  of  man;  ooe  who,  with- 
out iuflueDce  of  kindred  or  country,  aud  without 
Uljr  aid  save  that  of  a  common  tongue,  baa  passed 
th<  Ttst  Allaniie,  to  make  known  the  hidden 
powera  and  blessings  of  knowledge.  Thousands, 
laid  Mr.  B.,  are  now  enjoying  the  happy  Iruiis 
of  his  eietiioDs,  and  mHlioDB  to  come  will  reap 
tbeir  profits,  and  drink  again  aud  again  of  ih* 
jieTer-lailing  spring.  1  should  do  injustice  to  the 
feelings  of  the  House,  to  dwell  on  this  sabjeci, 
Sir.  B.  then  sabmitied  the  foilowii)g  resolution. 
wKich  was  read  and  agreed  to  : 

StMktd,  That  JiMcvh  Lancaster,  the  friend  ofleani- 
tag  a«d  of  nan,  be  admitted  to  a  aeal  within  the  ball 
of  tke  House  of  Rcpmantatires. 

A  mcMage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  |>assed  the  bill,  aotitled  "Ad 
act  makiog  appropriatioos  for  the  military  service 
of  the  Uoiied  Sutes,  for  the  year  1819,"  with 
■mendmcniBj  in  which  ibey  ask  the  oonourrence 
of  this  House. 

The  nmendaaeola  were  read,  and  referred  t< 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meuia. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Speiiou, 

JtMolMi,  That  the  Gknate  of  (he  United  States 
be  teqnested  to  permit  (be  aUaadaoee  of  the  hon- 

SnUo  David  Dai^eU,  and  ibf  honorable  William 
nqieri  iqmbera  of  tbeir  body,  befora  ibe  cpm- 
ntlfeo  of  (be  How  of  Repwaentaiiret  avP^Dt- 
•J  lo  iaauiao  iato  the  oncial  coodmt  of  wiUiam 
P.  Van  HMa  and  Uaithias  a  TalliMdce,  to  he 
enattined  lonebine  the  sojeet  of  the  sajdi  inquiry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Manonn,  the  Hoosa  took  up 
and  proceeded  lo  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
fay  btm  yesterday,  near  the  hour  of  adjournment, 
calling  for  copies  of  certain  documents  from  the 
War  and  Nary  Departments,  illustraliTe  of  tbe 
inquiiy  now  pending  before  tlje  House — and 
■greed  to  the  same. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  regulating  tbe  payment  to 
invalid  pensioners ;  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett ; 
and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phmbe 
Stuarl,  were  severally  passed  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 


Ike  bUl  for  l)Le  r«li«f  of  B^iwuib  Ring  wft 
IfVUier  Frink,  v«s  oideied  to  a  third  rendug; 
aitdibe  billfgc  i^e(«|ief  of  l<ewi(jMtpJi  Sqa^t' 
Ueuiwuttben  HP,i»d  «r4w«d,u>ite(n(liieHl«Ji»r 

REQDLATIpN  QP  CCH88, 

Mr.  LowHDBS,  from  the  cwnmiMa  «ppouiH4 
lo  inquire  whotber  it  be  «xpodi«Bt  to  make  mi|p 
ameadmeot  in  the  l«w»wbich  regulnie  tbe  ceipa 
of  the  Uflited  States,  and  forei^a  omd*,  made  (ba 
following  report : 

That  the  Uwa  ef  Aa  United  State*  make  all  foH 
ind  nlver  coins  issued  from  their  Mint,  and  SpsiiiA 
doUsn,  lad  tbe  parts  of  ni^  dollars,  a  legal  (endtf 
for  tbe  pajment  of  debl^.  Hie  gold  eoina  of  Gtm( 
Britain,  Portugal,  France,  Spsiu,  and  the  dsmlnions 
of  Spain,  and  tbe  crowns  and  flre  Irsnc  pieces  of 
France,  are  also  declared  to  be  a  tender,  b^  an  act 
passed  on  tbe  S9tb  of  April,  1818.  Iliaie  eoini,  ex- 
cepting the  Ave  franc  pieces,  had  been  made  legal  t^ 
two  earlier  acta,  which  had  been  allowed  to  expire, 
and  tbeir  rtnewal,  with  slight  modification,  must  bo 
attributed,  not  to  a  disregard  of  the  inoonTenienceo 
which  the  use  of  coins  so  vsrions  and  nneqnal  in  Iboiv 
purity  moat  produce,  bat  to  tbe  eiigeneiei  of  a  conn- 
try  uideaTeriqK  saddeniy  to  recover  a  specie  orcnlk. 
tien.  Tbe  act  of  18ie  waa  according^  paaaed  bqt 
for  three  years,  and  will  expire  en  Ibe  :^tb  of  April; 
1816,  aAer  which,  no  fbreign  coin  hut  the  8pani4| 
dellai  wiH,  under  our  present  laws^pass  cnnent  a« 
monsy  within  the  Unilisd  States.  The  act  for  eatab- 
liibing  a  Mint  was  peeKd  in  Af^il,  179?,  and  it  waa 
then  expected  that  brsign  coins,  inclading  the  Span- 
ish  dollar,  might  be  disosed  alter  three  years.  But, 
neither  an  eiaminstion  of  tbe  laws  wtueh  legulale 
tbe  currency  of  American  and  foreign  coins,  nor  the 
observations  of  the  efiects  which  they  have  ss  yet  pn>- 
doeed,  will  jnati^  na  in  expecting  that  a  continued 
reliance  upon  tbetn  will  ensble  ns  lo  dispense  at  any 
time  with  Ibreign  coins. 

Tbe  gold  or  sUver  bullion  carried  lo  the  Mint  by 
indiiidosls  is  coined,  if  it  be  of  standard  flnenees, 
witbont  chBrge  or  aeigncrage,  and  if  it  be  below  tlie 
standard,  the  expense  of  refining  it  oiriy  Is  p^d  by 
them.  AU  foreign  gold  snd  silver  coins  received  by 
the  IVeasnr;,  most  be  "coined  anew,  previone  to 
IhsiT  being  Issned  in  circulation."  llteae  are  the 
enly  provisions  which  tbe  law  baa  made  tot  supplyb^ 
the  Mint  with  gold  and  silver  j  and  tfaa  laat  pmvWa* 
is  withont  elect,  eince  bank*  have  bOeom*  tbe  antf 
deposHerie*  of  public  vm — 

The  silver  which  is  a 


the  Spanish  dollar.  Bnt  iadividnals 
have  no  indueeiaent  of  ialareM  to  *e«d  Ihia  coin  t* 
Ihe  MinL  Within  the  United  Stales  it  baa  an  ewa) 
value  with  tbe  Ansrican  doUai,  and  in  many  foreign 
conutriea  a  mncb  bigbn  value.  The  Mint,  however, 
has  been  employed  in  converting  Spanish  into  Amer- 
ican dollars ;  but  it  haa  been  employed  by  buks,  not 
individuals.  The  American  dcllsr  snd  half  dollar, 
howBTcr,  have  been  found  not  unfit  lor  exportation, 
and  ^le  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  bss  msde  large 
importation*  of  the  five  franc  pieces  of  France,  wfaitt 
it  prefers,  because  it  supposes  then  less  likely  to  Im 
exported  tlian  other  coins. 

fhs  legal  value  of  the  American  and  foreign  coina 
which  sre  current  in  the  United  States,  is  se  nearly 
proportioaed  in  each  to  tbe  pore  metal  which  it  con- 
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ftjobtlMt,  wImm  AMmlUiacr.lilp  hmwuk  ia  apaowi 
IkailbiiHca*'*'  Mtionl  «ain«iUte  MM  t»MMif  ewor- 
tBMrirwM*  i»4&fMi|r,  oxowt  Cut  OMii  or  tlw  II*- 
tiotfqwkkli  IhD  raniUMcafa  to  fa*  nMri«,iHU  In 
mtfrntitwhimnv  il  oui  b*  |mci|rMl.  0>  A*  otiw 
amai,  if  •-  mniUNiof  in  ^woa  w  la  tie  auKlo  to  tb* 
aiil«d!8utMdwMu>«fb*lf«'Ew<>pa'enielti«|nu> 
|WM*  of noMjlMrau trail  uaotomi*  Thunn^ 
e( uumt  Mua.  ranlla  wdwdfnm.a  taaporair  Un:; 
)hM.  «kU*  tiM  (loUar  of  SpMii,  uid  ik«t  of  Uw  Uiui«d 
SMm,  w*  vf  ftucH;  die  iwib  ■•loo  witbia  the  Uiii> 
l«d  Sutei>  nA  of  aoalj  the  Mma  value  in  muj  of 
Iho  ^ign  oMOtriga  t»  wbieh  oar  leoiiUMioe*  of 
naoia  tab  plaoe,  it  wottld  be  unraaaanabla  to  expect 
i£m  tke  jaarehant  ihould  not  oAcii  make  lhe«  miif- 


JttvUaiifn  rf  Ctim. 


U|te  ibM  Ibal  of.  lb*  United  fiutei,  or  than  uir 
Mker  coil),  in  proportion  to  the  qnanti^  of  piBe  uItot 
vhiah  il  eoalain*.  In  mao;  paita  of  the  Eaat  lodiaa, 
indeed,  aa  other  ewn  ia  oamnt.  But,  in  neh  aa 
h«va  MMiaaf  their  am,  aa  in  tlte  Briliah  poaaeaatoaa, 
a«r  oDioa  aM  eatunted  at  thaii'  raal  valite,  or  neoriy 
W.  The  bmimJ  aKpntaiioiLofailaer.fton  CanbMi  to 
fioUak  ImIU,  ia  luaown  to  ba  vnj  Uit%  aad  Ikia  cii- 
anataneaaaB  baidl7ft)l  toraiae  tbapdoeof  Aater- 
iMR  eilwtk  arm  in  Gaoton,  ■bm))'  aa  aoatoaw  and 
afi»i«B>  aWwiga  thaH ;  at  aa;  aU  tfaay  oantiot  calau- 
Wa  M  (he  piafineBca  of  Cpuiab  doUara  laadlpg  «x- 
•Iwiiialr  lo  iMi  axportatwo ;  while  of  tba  aitiaia* 
whiehaw  inpoitfrani  the  Kaat  Indiea,  indoding  China, 
wadj  ona^alf  i(  dmrn  ban  ooootiie*  in  wbich  oqt 
airinp.  ue  all  valued  ncarlf  in  the  jjMt  |ai>po(tioB  to 
tWr  tfuitg  aiU  weight ;  and  «uah  wat  the  proportion 
ift  aor  inpartalioB^  at  lean  during  the  year  1817. 

The  aqnal  profoitioa  batwaen  the  legal  and  inlrinaio 
aahi*  af  AmarieaB  and  facalgn  ooini,  whicb  tendi  to 
pfodnea  Uieir  IndiaariiBiBate  expottaUoo,  kaa  abo  an 
noArvorable  abet  Upon  tbeir  Die  in  nannbctnraa. 
The  dUEKeaea  betwaan  tba  qaatillty  ef  pore  rilvar  in 
the  American  and  ftMoiih  doUar,  ia  not  auoh  aa  M 
turn  aDjobataelelotbe  aaployoMntof  tbofeaaar,  bj 
fta  nuHafactoret  of  plate.  Poitnnatcly,  howaW, 
IB  oUoatioa  to  H  la  fteqoeatfy  fbmd  Id  the  qnality  of 
the  alk>y,  whiah  makaa  it  bmi«  ditteall  to  be  worked. 
A*  to  ow  gatd  aoina,  tjiagr  «n  anpWjad  with  aa  much 
advwlaga  bj  tb*  waRBMorer  a*  mj  taniga  ooina, 
Wtd.wjth  aaore  adaantage  Ibaii  aome  of  tboae  whicfa 
«w  nada  snntwt  It '•v-  Nwiatbaqitanli^afgoM 
and  ailter  aDQnaJlj  anplcjad  in  the  nunBfiMtHW*  af 
Ika  Uiut«l  Btaki,  now  an  iMonaitoaUe  o«e. 

To  nraaana  tba  caiM  which  are  ianwd  fi|Dn  ito 
HiHt  tema  being  maltad  ^d  espOTtiad,  the  kwa  noat 


ittriga  erina  of  aqoal  *ari^  and  weieht.  |d  raapeet 
t»  the  goU  coinaga  of  the  UDilad  Stataa,  the  Mimt  da. 
penda  Ibr  ita  aopplj  of  boUion  npon  baidw  or  i^diaid- 
Mala,  aa  it  doea  in  tba  eoinageof  aUfer.    Bqtthaiaii 


\  diScalt;  in  Iba  opentiana  of  the  Hint,  wbUh  ia  pe. 
airiiar  to  the  oainaga  af  the  gold.  Tha  ialali<ra  *aiae 
it  gold  In  ailTar  ia  itxad  b;  our  law  at  one  to  fifteen. 


whii^  il  MBoh  below  the  relative  value  which  ia 
^gnad  to  it  in  aU  thoaa  coanbiaa  frag>  which  we  B%ht 
baaa  azpaolad  to  pioeara  it.  In  Spain  and  Pertagal, 
the  legal  Taloaof  gold  ia  t*  tbatof  ■iheraaoaMtoaiX' 
lean ;  and  hi  tba  oolon;  of  Spain  with  which  oar  intar- 
aa«raa  ia  aoal  fraqneotand  valaehle,  (Cnba)  ita  ptiee  in 
aaamaaeaiaatlaaataaTaDlaanibrana.     HaiMe,waaie 


n«t  a«I;  praalvdad  i«  tba  aamnan  aoMMVf  mda  few 
abtaining  gaU  froca  tk«aa  itoh  aanrcaa  of  nft^.  bW 
tba  little  whi^h  foda  ita  wa^  into  die  cMUtiy  fiaoi 
ethntHartanbiadoHmftoai  MbjlhehigbareatiaMti 
which  ia  (haw  plaatd  npon  it.  Ia  Pmnee,  the  lagal 
M)wctf«oldi«l*ABlqf«iviriMwlTaaltoUl'B.    In 


a  ^lacia  drcnlalion  ahall  be  reMorad  in  that  cooBtrjr 
an  the  baaiaof  ita  praientinintragDlBtiena,  iberalatiiw 
valoB  of  gold  to  lUvu  will  be  aboDt  I  fer  IC  1-S.  i'be 
exaction  of  a  aeignorage  on  iU  ailver  coiui  malm  tb* 
comparifoa  le«B  eai;  ;  but  the  merchant  wlw  abajl 
carr;  buUioc  to  the  Bdtiah  mint,  will  obtain  veqr 
nearly  the  lame  amount  of  eunant  money  £br  otja 
ounce  of  pun  gold,  or  16  1-6  of  puro  ailTer.  In  Hol- 
land, the  lelalive  value  of  gold  to  ailver  la  eatimatad 
(if  Ihere  have  bean  no  teoant  changes  in  reipect  to  it) 
at  1  to  about  11  3-4.  In  Oaroany,  and  the  north  <a 
Europe,  the  value  qu$  be  itatad  aa  rather  below  u\ 
averagaofl  to  16.  The  West  lodiea,  which  are  prob> 
ably  onr  moat  conaiderable  bullion  nuiLet,  estiiaata 
gold  in  pioportlon  to  lilvar  very  little,  if  at  all,  below 
an  average  of  1  to  16.  Anil  tJua  ia  dona,  although 
■ome  of  the  moat  conaiderable  coloniea  belong  to  Pow- 
ara  nboae  lawi  auign  to  gold  a  lower  relative  vaino  in 
their  European  doniiniooa.  Thia eatimate, which  waa 
fbiced  upon  muy  of  the  coloniei  by  tha  necea^  <tf 
giving  for  gold  the  pdca  which  it  commanded  in  thait 
neighboiluxfd,  and  particularly  in  the  countriea  nhi^ 
formed  the  great  auurcea  of  .their  sapply,  aeema  to  in< 
dieate  the  fair  propoction  between  tbe  metala  in  the 
Weit  Indiea,  aiiice  it  ia  believed  to  have  been  in  moat 
inetancea,  confirmed  by  tbe  colonial  tawa,  rather  than 
introduced  by  them.  The  difierence  eitabliahed  b; 
otuiom  in  the  United  Statei,  between  coined  gold  anfl 
ailver,  before  the  eataUi^ment  of  the  preaont  Oovam- 
ment,  seemi  to  have  been  nearly  aa  t  to  16  S-IO.  Tbo 
difierenee  propoaed  by  Congreaa,  in  tbeir  reaolutioD  of 
^e  8th  of  Augnat,  I7BB,  waa  nearly  1  to  IS  1-4;  and 
Tbe  redaction  in  ihe  valuation  of  g<dd  by  llie  act  of 
April  I2th,  178%  to  the  proportion  of  1  to  16,  may  be 
attribnti^  to  the  belief,  which  waa  expreaaed  in  the  re- 
port on  which  that  act  waa  fonnded,  "that  the  higheat 
actual  pK^rtion  in  any  part  of  Europe,  very  little,  if 
~'  all,  eiceeda  1  to  15;  and  that  the  average  propor- 
u  waa  probatdy  not  more  than  I  to  14  B-fO.''  The 
difficulty  of  obtaining  correct  inlbnnation  upon  poinla 
of  thia  kind,  makaa  It  D  '  '    "    "  "    " 


J,,  —  , , tobeaaanmed 

in  it,  that  the  valuatioa  of  gold  In  thia  country  ahonld 
be  higher  than  in  Bnio|ie,  would  lead  to  the  ooncluaiou, 
that  the  preaent  valuation  of  1  to  16  la  too  low. 

Thia  coudiMion  ia  confinned  by  tha  oircouutano* 
of  the  contract  made  not  loog  aince,  between  the  Bank 
of  the  United  St^ea  and  Heatm  Baring  and  Baed, 
In  the  aupply  of  apacia.  Under  thia  contract,  g^ 
and  ailvar  were  to  be  furniahed,  if  it  were  pcacticablo, 
equal  amouuta,  Moording  to  the  American  relative 

loalion  of  1  to  16>  Upwardi  of  two  milliona  ef  dol. 
Ian  of  ailver  have  be«n  accordingly  anppliaU,  but  not 
~  ~i  ounce  of  gold. 

Aa  the  GOHmittee  entertain  no  doubt  that  gold  ia 
eatimated  below  ita  &ir  relative  vbIdb,  in  oompanaon 

ailver,  by  the  praaant  lagulationa  of  tha  Mint;  and 

it  can  acaroaly  be  conudered  aa  having  fiiimed  a 

malarial  part  of  our  money  airculatian .  for  the  laat 
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tm«ntj-ax  jMTi,  Iber  bare  no  twdutioii  in  reeom* 
neDduis  tbtt  iu  valaition  riiaU  be  raised,  m  u  to 
■lake  it  bMT  ■jiuterproportiOD  UhiprieeintlM  con- 
wercial  woiU.  But  the  dnallMt  diMige  irtiidi  b 
likslj  to  Mcim  tliii  oIjmI  (« jnM  propntioa  of  goU 
eoin*  in  oni  eircuUtioB]  is  that  which  the  comtniUee 
fnefiu-,  and  the;  belieTs  it  nifficiant  to  realore  gold  to 
iti  origiDal  TaluatioQ  in  this  coontij',  of  I  to  IS  6-10. 

Bnt,  altboDfh  the  Mint  regnlatiaoa  tna;  aflect  the 
proportion  of  American  aEd  fbnign,  or  of  gold  and 
bUtbt  coin,  in  the  coantr;,  il  eeemi  difficult  to  aappoae 
that  the;  can  nduoe  Ilie  genenl  amonnt  of  apecie  be- 
low the  qnantit;  which  onr  biuiuaH  raall;  requina* 
And  jat,  there  is  no  complaint  more  genenll;  made. 


Ihii  acknowledged  difficaltj  of  retaining  gold  and  til* 
ver  coin  in  Ihii  coiintr;  T  We  are  told  of  the  immense 
amonnt  of  oni  foreign  importationa,  aod  it  ii  plain 
enongh,  that  ifwedidnot  Import  from  other  cooDtries, 
we  ihoold  not  export  lilver  or  anything  bIbc.  But  we 
retain,  and  employ  in  our  serrice,  among  all  the  irtidn 
which  we  prodnce,  and  all  we  traffic  in,  whatever  suiti 
oarwanta,conyenienee,ortMte.  Wardioiuea enlarge, 
and  (hope  multiply,  to  the  meaaare  of  the  angmenlad 
demand ;  and  eten  gold  and  silver,  in  every  shape  bnt 
that  of  money,  are  imported  from  abroad,  or  manu- 
faetnred  at  borne,  and  loae  their  mip-atory  chaiactet 
whenever  ttie;  become  plate,  and  cannot  be  exportad 
wiihont  loaa.  The  want  ot  goU  and  silver  coin  cannot, 
therefore,  proceed  from  an  inabiiil;  on  onr  psrl  to  bny, 
or  in  other  connlties  to  supply  onr  wants. 

There  is,  however,  one  branch  of  commerce  whidt 
•eeni  obviooily  connecled  vrilh  the  disappearance  of 

S3e,  and  which  miut  be  admitted  to  exert  a  strong 
orbing  power  oo  the  whole  system  of  onr  currency. 
Tha  trade  of  ^le  Baat  Indies,  has,  in  all  ages,  carried  to 
those  coontrie*  the  silver  of  every  part  of  the  world 


int  coin  is  not  prnbabl^  more  tbi 
■a  been  exportad  in  a  smgle  year 
ina  in  the  general  term.     Will  n 


have  a  very  large  share  of  this  trade, 
amonnt  of  onr  current  coin  ' 
donble  that  which  has : 
India,  indnding  China  in  the  'general 
an  exportation  at  great  as  this,  go  ftr  to  account  for  the 
deficiency  of  silver  in  ooi:  circiJation  I  A  nd  yel,  a  di- 
rect trade  with  India,  if  it  encourage  a  lower  conanmp- 
tion  of  her  prodace,  gives  ns  that  produce  at  a  much 
lower  rate,  if  it  carry  from  the  country  a  great  amonnt' 
of  specie,  probably  adds  by  an  eqaal  sum  to  our  sales 
in  foreign  market*.  The  annual  exports  in  American 
vessels  irom  the  United  Slataiv  and  dl  other  places, 
to  China  and  the  East  Indies,  can  hardi;  be  estimated 
at  more  than  IweNo  milliotu  of  dollsrs,  and  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  onr  sales  of  East  Indian  articles 
in  Europe,  exceed  that  amount.  The  value  of  mer- 
chsndise  from  China  and  India,  annually  consumed  in 
the  United  States,  is  probabl;  equal  to  five  millions  of 
dollars;  and  if  this  be  so,  the  Mosomption  triTEsst  In~ 
dian  articles  by  the  United  States,  is  paid  for  by  the 
mere  profits  of  the  trade.  A  branch  of  indasli^  in 
which  three  tbourond  men  (br  this  is  abont  the  nnm- 
ber  of  seamen  in  the  India  trade)  add  90,000,000  lo 
the  annual  prodace  of  tha  country,  vrould  be  worth; 
of  protection  even  if  it  were  not  connected  with  con- 
•idsrations  of  naval  defence.  Tbeee  viewa  may  make 
as  donbt  nhelher  the  India  trade  tende  to  -^imini.K 
the  avenge  quantity  of  alvar  in  Hm  United  States. 
Ita  effect  in  the  nations  which  have  engaged  in  it  be- 
fore eoteehee,  has  been,  generally,  to  inasMa  tlMir 


ecireolttionM  wed  aetfa^  naval  tti«B(ih.  And 
.  .  Hu  reasonable  that  it  ahoold  bats  done  m.  N* 
man  anppoesa  that  Holland,  bj  anpplying  the  rest  of 
Enrope  with  spieea,  left  her  own  wants  mtappUai 
Nobod;  apprehend*  that  onr  maAet  must  be  denitnta 
of  teas,  bmaDsa  we  export  million*  of  pounds  annual^, 
and  why  should  the  dealer*  in  silver,  raOur  than  u) 
spioes  or  teas,  make  no  provision  for  the  hone  de- 
mand T  When  Genoa,  Venice,  PortngiJ,  Holland, 
carried  nn  an  eitenMve  trade  in  East  Indhn  artidss, 
and  bad  no  p^>er  oJTcnlation,  the;  were  tha  depoail^ 
rietofiheMlverofEorope.  When  the  State*  of  Amer- 
ica had  no  trad*  to  l)ie  East  Indies,  bat  a  '  " 
drenlalion,  the;  were  destitute  of  sUver. 
the  bade  ha*  existed  wilhonl  the  paper,  specie  hai 
abundant,  and  scarce  always  where  the  paper  b 
isted,  either  with  or  without  the  trade.  We  nnu  . 
dode  that  when  precious  metals  become  scarce,  while 
the  price  of  foreign  and  domssltc  piodaelion*  couliniu* 
high,  their  (caicity  results  not  from  the  country  bein^ 
unable  to  piTKnre  or  retain  them,  but  &om  ita  cbooains 
lo  employ  a  subslitute  for  their  ue. 

While,  however,  the  India  trade  has  probaM;  n» 
tendency  in  itself  to  lesaen  the  average  amanat  of  ve> 
cie  emj^oyed  in  the  conntry,  it  prodvcea,  under  <  tb* 
present  mint  and  bank  system  of  the  Uidted  Stat**, 
the  most  inoonvenient  efiect  on  the  corteBcr.  Tb* 
general  demand  of  the  commercial  world  fbr  tha  B*a- 
tarial  of  wbkh  we  make  onr  money,  ia  nsvAil  b;  gh^ 
ing  stability  to  ita  value.  Bnt  if  a  stats  of  A^*  be 
*appo*edin  which  one  conntry  baa  a  CMUtantdaaitaMd 
for  tbi*  money,  taking  from  ui  nothing  else,  vrtiile  w% 
are  obliged  lo  ke^  up  onr  quantity  of  inportUioM 
from  other  States,  il  ia  obvious  that  a  demand  and  aa^ 
ply  like  Ibis,  instead  of  making  onr  drenlatitm  eqaablSk 
or  proportioned  to  our  wanta,  most  prodnee  that  veiT 
inatshiltty  in  tba  value  of  money  which  tha  ptadon* 
metal*  are  employed  to  remove.  Urtdonbtool;  «  na* 
(Mw,  like  an  iMindnal,  if  it  owe  a  debt  must  pay  it ; 
and  if  it  have  no  other  mean*  of  payment,  muet  «Tek 
export  il*  coin  for  the  poipoM.  Bnt,ahbontb  thl*  ex- 
portation cannot  be  prevented,  when  a  general  balance 
exists  against  the  nation,  it  ia  still  true,  that  the  coin 
or  mono;  of  the  eoonlry  should  not  be  the  olyact  df 
regnUr  nmiltance  in  au;r  foreign  trade.  Nor  is  it  ■■ 
with  an;  commercial  natidu  but  the  United  States. 

Bnt  the  IneoBveniene*  of  making  the  coin  or  money 
of  the  Stale  the  olject  of  regular  remittaace  in  a  foT> 
eigu  trade,  is  greatl;  enhanced  in  a  oonntty  whiob, 
like  the  United  Stales,  be*  a  mixed  eiroilalloaof  apede 
and  of  the  paper  of  banka  of  dweount     • 

While  Ihee*  bank*  remove  a  Urge  perlieB  of  coIb, 
wboaa  place  Ibe;  Mt^l;  by  their  no««a  sod  oredil*, 
the^  give  a  BawchaiaMerte  that  which  remains  Tbdr 
obtagation  to  pay  apade  n 
most   important  office  of  tl: 


prndncta,  and  a  fbreign  demand  for  them,  iriiich 
ref  uiree  « large  dtculation,  prodnoe  an  increased  i**w 
ofp^er  on  tba  part  of  the  banka.  This  vet;  ptOMieiitr 
ia  the  incentive  to  a  Dade  to  India,  wbidi  not  only  ab- 
steads  very  largdj  from  the  silver  coin  of  the  conBli7i 
bnt  obligrs  the  banks  to  withdraw  a  still  laiger  aBOwt 
of  their  paper.  Under  this  system,  indeed,  the  impotti- 
tion  of  what  the  law*  **ake  CDrrSDt  ooiUf  iaencennged, 
as  well  ae  its  exportation ;  bnt  the  qnanli^  of  ow 
money,  and  it*  value  flocUate  with  the  s*a*Ba*  and 
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Aft-wla^    Tk*  bub  art  obligwd  t»et 
diKonDlii  Dot  only  lif  «  fonenil 
•zdwafB,  bat  froia  Ivaporarj  o 


,  nttimately  psibipa, 
u  of  ths  buika.     We 


ofa 

But  tha  India  trade,  under  the 
out  eoini,  piDdocea  anotber  and,  i 
•  wone  eftct  upon  tbe  operatiana 
fciTe  fpaken  of  tlie  IncoDoeninicea  winch  that  trade 
mnat  eame,  if  the  bask*  whtch  ianie  paper  redeem  it 
by  apecie  whanemr  it  ia  pteeented.  On  thia  anppOM- 
HOB  dM  uardtant  irill  mi^e  no  efibrt  to  prepare  the 
bullion  or  the  Bpaniab  doUan  iriiieii  he  want*  for  |he 
India  market ;  the  bank  coUeeta  them  withcat  diarge  ; 
be  will  draw  from  that  reterroir,  and  avoid  tlia  riek 
and  trouble  of  the  doable  operation.    But  the  bauka 


Indeed  muat  b«  often  inafllKtaal,  althoogh  it  coata 
Bomething  to  the  merchant  and  glvea  aome  profit  to 
the  broker,  fiot  if  a  combination  of  banka  can  eloee 
IhMT  vantta  wbenevei  the  public  interaat  may  aeem  to 
require  it,  the  beat  limitatnu  upon  the  ieiae  of  paper 
ia  dealroyed,  and  the  stability  of  oat  cuirency,  and  the 
•zecotiDn  of  contiacta,  Iutb  no  higher  eecnritf  than 
the  publte  (plrit  and  dinnlertaladneat  of  Aeir  diiee- 
tora.  While  our  coins  are  each  as  it  ia  the  inteieM  of 
tbe  merchant  haUtually  to  remit  to  Indk,  the  apdofy 
Jar  eradingr  Uieii  Mtgagenienta  will  be  aometimea  made 
bjr  the  banks  and  eneonraged  by  the  people. 

Whether  we  are  to  haTe  banki  or  iiot,haweTer,the 
prindplea  whidl  wonid  proaciibe  the  India  trade,  are 
tncompaliblo  with  bir  and  wiie  I^iilatloQ ;  bat  it 
if  deairable  that  the  regaltliona  of  the  Mint  ahoald  be 
aneh  a>  may  pieient  that  trade  from  alternately  Ming 
and  draining  the  ciiculation  of  the  countiy  ;  fseh  ae 
ahall  not  encoorage  the  merchant  to  make  iti  eoina  tbe 
regular  >nbjecta  of  foreign  exportation. 

The  inconreniencei  which  haTe  been  attributed  to 
mir  preaent  •jBlem  of  coina,  would  in  a  great  meainre 
be  remoTed,  ^  gold  ahould  b«  made  the  only  legal  ten- 
der for  all  debtj  abore  a  moderate  amoant.  bi  fafor 
of  each  a  proTiaion,itn)ay  jnitly  be  laid  that  there  haa 
been  leu  *aiiation  for  lome  cenloriea  in  the  value  of 
gold  than  of  silTer,  and  that  it  would  aroid  the  em- 
barrasimeiitf  which  are  inieparable  from  a  mixed  dr- 
mlation  of  both  metab.  The  balancea  of  pajmenta 
betwecii  iiSBnat  Statai  woold  be  lettled  wiUi  more 
««ae  than  if  ottr  coina  were  principally  filler,  and  the 
tnveller  would  be  relievad  front  the  Ion  and  icopod- 
tion  which  ha  frequently  laffen  when  he  carries  with 
Um  bank  Botes,  tha  value  of  which  mait  vaiy  wlUi 
die  coaiee  of  trade,  because  their  ttanamissioD  cannot 
•ztingaiah  a  debt,  thongh  it  may  change  its  fimn  and 
tta  partiM.  Bat,  whatever  nftj  be  the  advantages  of 
a  drcolalion,  conusling  prindpalty  of  gold,  we  have 
been  too  long  accnstomed  lo  consider  silver  aatheprin- 
cipal  measure  of  valae  to  make  it  pradent,  or  indeed, 
practicable,  to  saperacde  its  office.  To  attempt  by 
law  to  prevent  the  cnirency,  or  to  decry  the  v^ue  of 
a  metal  which  the  public  &aiuder  as  the  standard  of 
Tslne,  woald  be  much  more  lutile  than  the  enteipriae 
of  giving  legal  value  to  a  anbstance  intriniieaUy  dsfti- 
tute  of  it  lliere  hate,  indeed,  been  coantries  in 
which  tha  use  of  olver,  in  large  payment*,  has  bean 
aboUahed,  and  gold  aubstitaled.bat  It  ia  bdieved  that 
ia  dtoea  inatances  law  haa  only  oonttnned  iha  Aanga 
whicb  had  been  made  by  etMom. 

We  may  conthide  tlu^  In 
may  be  made  to  the  law* 


United  Stales,  thoaa  of  alvor  mnat  eontioae  to  ba 
a  leader  in  payment  of  ^  debta, 

An  advantage  may  be  a&rdad  to  American  ailvei 
coina  in  internal  commeree,  over  foreign  cmna  of  equal 
parity  and  weight,  either  by  aaaigning  a  dimini^ied 
valoe  to  foreign  coin,  and  p«tioalarly  l«  Spaniah  dol* 
lata,  or    by  redacing   the  weight  of  the    American 

The  £nt  ia  imprMticaUe.  The  Spaniah  dollar, 
whatever  oar  laws  may  be,  will  be  teceiTed  by  tha 
bank*  and  the  people. 

In  all  dviliied  countries,  (except  China,  in  which 
there  is  no  mint,)  it  has  been  oonstdered  as  the  office 
of  the  Oovemment  to  ascertain,  by  its  stamp,  tha 
weight  and  flneneea  of  tbe  metala  whieh  are  used  as 
money.  In  some  countries,  and  these  the  most  en- 
lightened and  libeTBl,  the  State  exact*  no  duty  npoa 
Ibis  stamp  or  coinage,  so  that  the  m^vidnal  reoeivss 
from  tba  Mint,  in  coin,  the  exact  quantity  of  pore 
matal  whkh  he  haa  depcwitad  in  bullion.  Thia  is  the 
oasaln  Franoe,  in  Britain,  in  respect  to  her  goldeoins^ 
and  it  waa  so  until  recently  in  respect  to  her  silver, 
and  in  the  United  Stales.  In  France  and  Oreat  Brit, 
sin,  however,  no  foreign  coin  is  allDwed  to  ba  carrent. 
Under  this  Vstan,  die  merchant  ia  eneooragad  to  cai> 
ry  to  the  Mint  whatever  bullion  he  receive* ;  the  cir- 
colaliDB  of  tha  eoontiy  ia  increased  or  diminbbed 
without  attifieial  iBpednnaals,  as  tbe  atate  of  its  trade 
may  reqaire,  and  tbe  vflae  of  tbe  coin  is  made  to  de- 
pend mpon  Ibe  nneral  value  «f  tbe  metal  in  the  cea- 
nerdal  warU.  It  ia  beUaved  that,  both  in  Franca  and 
England,  howavsr,  it  is  made  penal  to  export  or  melt 
ihaoun. 

Upon  tbe  ILrst  eataUiihinant  of  a  Wnt  in  tbe  Uni- 
ted Statee,  the  question  of  a  seignotage    upon  Ibe 


Tha  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  i 
establishment  of  a  Mint,  aiges  tbe  ^roprie^  of  com- 
mencing our  coinage  witboat  a  seignorage,  or  with 
a  small  one.  "  It  will  be  better  to  increaae  it  hereat 
!«■,"  be  aaya,  "if  ll"     "     "        " 


A  aalgnoraga  in  dke  United  Slate*  will  prodneo  tha 

eibot  whieh  results  in  other  eeuntries,  mm  forMgn 

to  be  conent    It  will  canse 


WDBB  eiBBv  cBu  OKB  Dv  piocKnot  aofi  amy  unis  me 
in  some  degrse,  by  an  amUeatian  to  the  intertsts 
tba  eiliMn,  an  oiiject  wueb  Iha  penal  pravisiDn* 
other  States  have  been  veiy  onracMasflU  u  attainii 


It  win  indirectly  oKclnde  foreign  eoin  ttom  circulation, 
and  thus  make  the  quantity  and  value  of  coin  wbieb 
we  employ  moie  anifotm.  It  mnat  be  considered,  how- 
ever, a*  pnndpally  recommended  by  the  oharkctar  and 
amount  of  our  trade  to  India,  and  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  thia  trade  had  been  acareely  <^ned  at  tha 
period  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  report. 

If  a  small  seignorage  be  impoeed  upon  tba  ailver 
coin  of  the  United  S'  "  '         


probable  It 
the  samai 


amoiul,  would  be  eent  to  tbe  Mint  ai 

tnere  wen  no  eeignorage.  Without  a  aeignorage,  it 
would  be  sent  only  when  it  was  wanted  for  tbe  drea- 
lationof  tbacoimtiy;  and  it  would  be  aa  valuaUe.to 
the  individual  for  thia  purpose,  after  tbe  dn^  vrss  do> 
ducted,  a*  if  tbera  won  none.    Tba  Mint  would  not. 
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MW.  TIm  banki  K«aM  bive  A  obviovi  fAMMt  i> 
oonnitinf  all  Ihnr  ««jii  ints  flwt  ittSA  wotM  b* 
DhhI  liiMe  Id  MporutlMi.  Ttwjiulia  iMnhiut,  va< 
■Ue,  Bflar  a  Ant  (ime,  M  Mieet  klc  Mrgia  lo  adnn- 
tagefiva  ih«  dienlatlBKBKnin'of  AaooaiAry.intiM 
praparaUi  nl*er  for  India,  w  he  don  bit  mtuHaa  tor 
EilNpe.  Neitbn  thi*  ragttlfttiaB,  hoWeMT,  or  aay 
other,  nill  reUin  in  tbe  coddUj  a  quinlit;  of  oain 
AipropoKkHied  to  the  anouDl  vT  praperty  wtlich  H  ii 
«itot>loyei]  ia  esdiBUgteB.  It  wai  not  prenni  th»  par- 
petua]  banidunenl  of  the  piecioa*  nelali,  if  a  paj^ 
■St  ooimrtUUe  inla  ^e<ie  M  iiWM**' i>r  1><T  ■>r  pab- 
tic  opiniini.    It  akf,  indead,  wall  ba  ywatieaei  wh*- 


K  aotuid  ciMulaliOB  eaa   be  obtaucd  witk  ■■ 
amoaat  eT  bank  papM  u  lariK  h  we  have  bad, 
.  Btpeiia4iaBbaa4«atlotbelMawtri«nd  wbetha 
MMwU  daa  be  painMiakilj  dimiilliiad  nalea 
■rMMt  bawk  omSltl  of  Ha  coanhy  baTeJnoaJ.    B«t 
tteae  qairtii«a  do  not  Ul  wiiUa  tke  fcMinee  of  iba 

oaBmiltiN  •!      ■  "   '   ■  ..-.-. 

NfUala  the 
eiMi" 
In  ■  Mr  aspMitiah  of  (he  ettuti  of 


«it  bex- 

■otod,  oola  will  be  aenetallf ,  bat  not  dwaja,  net* 
vahiable  tbMi  ila  weifht  in  balliea.    WUIe,  dtas,  it 
b  baliiTad  (bitf,  IB  the  ttnited  atatea,  it  woald  tawl 
'lA  *ahMof  o«r 

to  laaitlt  WL., ,  _ 

Mfh  to  make  k 

wofca  of  OevNnneoli  la^  eftM  b6  ptOdaead  by  it. 

A  oatjoii  wUck  eaploTt  both  goM  sod  diver  u  iia 
legal  money  bat  an  adaittoDtl  indueament  to  than 
which  bare  been  ineiitiiRwd  Iclt  aanhlnhjng  a  Mlgn- 
orage  on  ono  or  bath  metaia,  Tba  ralatin  Tahie  of 
ttaaaeenliniMly  ehangaa;  and  aanalldiaiige  which, 
wUlMMt  a  toignorifa,  mniM  nnko  it  the  intateM  of 
the  metchMM  to  enort  the  one  and  iupott  the  other, 
wai  BBt  ptodvoe  that  a&ol  if  than  be  e  aeifnMace 
^MM  the  wd«ml«ad  netd. 

The  raaama  which  mar  be  nived  in  fttor  of  a  («Igm> 
orage  upon  nlTer  ha*«  net  the  aana  iima  in  reepeot 
lo  a«t  gold  MOW.  lliei*  la  no  eanatry  to  wUeh  gold 
ia  tba  nvalu  oWecl  af  T«BitlaiM»  ftom  tha  Untted 
BMM';  and  a  dMtoaoco  of  *Maath»  ia  itat  MeeaaMy 
in  Older  to  gin  to  *•  goM  ooia  of  fta  Uaiiad  ~ 
an  vdmitage,  IB  iatamal 
baMiBH  it  i«  net  inpMetie 
diraO^  ftem  ganaral  drenlatioB. 

Tba  •ommiuae  nihait  to  the 


1.  That  U  86-iee  gnlna  of  pnreilver  dun  be  de>- 
diKtad  M  a  ae^pwragtt  <Mt  oT  eraiy  ataoatft  of  871 
Sft'109  grain*  of  mch  iBver  d«poaiMd  fbr  oniaBge  at 
the  Mint,  w  la  to  make  the  doHarof  dio  lAiltbd  BtaiM 
oonlaln  SttS  40-100  of  pore  riher,  oi  999  39-190  of 
■tmdard  lilTer ;  and  that  the  >maUer  coini  diall  con- 
tain  propoTtional  qnantitiea  of  raeh  aOtw. 

9.  That  the  eagle  ibdl  ccDtdn  S87  98-100  grmiiu 
of  pure  gold,  and  3&9S1-1D0  ofitandard  gdd,  and  the 
■miller  coini  proportiDnat  qiuDtitiea. 

3.  That  Oie  prariilon  of  the  pment  law,  maUng 
part*  of  dollan  lew  tbaa  haWei  a  leadn  in  payment 
of  dehta,  ^tU  be  limited  eo  a*  to  apply  only  to  debt! 
below  ftre  dollsn. 

4.  That  an  ■ppropriation  ifaaB  be  made  far  enaUing 
tb»  Mint  to  coin  a  greater  nBraber  of  piece*  dian  tt 
nbw  can. 

'    6.  That  &e  act  ndhig  eattda  Ibtrigii  gold  nnd 


far  « 


United  ht»tm  with  cmo*  ofthttt Mm  weoHvSaKp 
be  liaMa  to  eonHdefaUo  Affienliiee;  bwthariiMM*e- 
otenoai  of  the  preeent  ayriem  mo  imI  alight.  An  «»• 
■nl  eiportation  of  the  enirent  mwi^  ot  th*  atntij, 
to  an  aatount  mnoh  gieaiei  than  oar  own  Wat  aan 
Mpply.  pethafa  half  aa  great  aa  ear  citenlatiea  vm- 
pleyi  t  an  irregutar  inportattoa  from  other  ceuniri** 
to  repair  the  loaa;  tha  oaeef  foreigDmaat^eonriaai 
thU  oar  cnrruit  ootaa  are  now  af  at  leaat  aaren  diffimni 
■taadald*!  a  pratieian  for  a  natiaaal  Miiit,whkh«ai 
axpaoted,  aAar  three  yean,  to  diapenaa  with  Ibiwn 
eoGii,  and  wUch,  tAer  tweo^-M  year*,  haa  UA  uo 
great  miai  of  our  ooioa  atill  Jbreign;  theeo  ckouat- 

The  wiadoa  of  the  LegUatnre 
that  dtange  ahaU  be. 

Hr.  tioVNDM.  frmn  the  eomttilttee  vn|>oJDWl 
oa  the  27ih  af  Nave(nb«r  lail,  lo  ioqnire  trhe- 
[her  JibeexpedienitoDukeBnyameDdment  10  ifae 
Uwiwbicbr^laletaihecoiDBof  the  TlaiiedStaiM 
and  foreign  coins,  refwried  the  foUowiDg  bill ; 

Beitmaet4tt,^.,  That  the  Treaaoier  of  Ike  Mint 
^M  be,  and  be  i*  hereby,  dseeted  te  retain  limtamk 
gtaina  and  M-lOOth  irf  a  grain  of  p«m  alvai  &aaa  «>av 
amount  of  371  graiiM  and  SA-lMih  of  a  grMO  ofnoali 
tilTer  depoaited  for  coinage  at  the  IKinl,  after  the  pea- 
■age  of  thia  aGl,a»  a*  to  make  thedoUar  «f  tha  United 
SUte*  contain  SeS  gralni,  tO-lDOth  ofa  grain  at  pnia 
ailrer,  and  3U  graUia,  36-IOOth  of  ttandard  ailTw, 
and  imtller  coin*  proportionKl  ^uintitiea  ofiucheilTer; 
and  the  inm  aa  retained  aball  be  accoudted  far  by  Ibe 
■aid  TirMurer  with  the  Trea*nry  of  the  United  Snetee. 

Skc.  S.  And  be  it  furihtr  enaettd.  That  the  gold 
bollion  depoaited  lor  coinage  at  the  Mint  ifterthe  paa- 
■age  (^  thn  act,  ahdl  be  coined  aa  i*  now  proiided  by 
law  into  eaglei,  half  eaglea,  and  qoarter  eagtea.  Bat 
tbe  eagle  afaall  contain  337  98-100graiu*of  pnre  gold, 
andS&9  61-100  grain*  of  standard  gold,  and  theamall> 
er  coin*  propeTtional  qnantltiei  of  auch  gold  reapoo 
tirely.  And  the  otnaa  at  penoni  by  whom  the  aaid 
gold  bollion  ahall  na*e  been  deporited  ahall  r 


pare  gold  with  that  contained  i 
nded,  o/uMW*,  That  when  gold  or  *il*er  bullion  aball 
ba  depoelted  fer  coinage  at  the  Mint,  which  bullian 
■ban  be  below  the  etandard  of  the  United  Suieo,  a 
■um  equiralent  ta  the  eipenie  cj*  Tefiaiog  the  eame 
■hail  be  charged,  in  the  manner  prorided  by  the  act  n- 
*pacting  the  Mint,  paiMd  on  the  Mth  of  April,  1800. 

8ic.  3.  And  it  li  eaacltd.  That  nothing  in  thi*  act 
ahall  be  eonatraed  to  affect  tli*  regulation*  of  the  Mint 
BowpioTlded  bylaw,  in  reaped  to  aiaay*,aIloT,ramedj, 
or  in  reipect  to  (be  dotiea  and  balulilies  of  the  offlceia 
of  (he  Mint,  eo  far  aa  each  regulations  are  oompatiU* 
with  the  proTinoD*  of  the  preceding  eection. 

Sio.  4.  And  he  it  tnaettd.  That  the  part*  of  Span- 
iih  dallnr*,  and  coins  lea*  than  half  dollars,  l*«ued  at 
th*  Mint  of  tha  United  Sutei,  shall  not  be  deeOiedlD 
be  a  legal  tender  to  an  amount  exceeding  fire  dobar* 
on  any  one  debL 

Mr  LowKDU,  from  (he  same  oommine^  ■!*• 
reported  a  bill  eoBtinatiiglkeoarteoay,fora  lim- 
jled  time,  of  the  crowa*  and  five  frue  ^Mrof 
Ffanoe;  whioli  biU*  wen  aevanUf  twin  read 
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SBHINOLB  WAR. 

The  HoaM  then  wmd  pn>cc«dcd.  »  Coaunil- 
tae  of  tin  Whole,  (Mr.  PtmH  in  the  chair,)  lo 
the  coaBidetaiion  of  tba  nporl  of  the  Mlliur7 
CoBuailiM,  aid  the  ■mcBdraenis  morvd  ibereto 
hj  Mt.  C««s,  iMichiagr  ihe  imiMiiofM  of  tb« 
Seminole  wmr. 

After  Hr.  Sawtir  bad  elond  hie  renarln 
jMlerdar-— 

Mr.  Maaoaa  aMrened  the  Cbiir,  and,  adrert- 
iDftoiheUte  hoar  of  ibe  daf,  mored  (bai  the 
CommitUe  sboald  riee,  in  order  that  be  might 
have  It  in  his  power  lo  call  npoo  the  Departnteaif 
of  Wai  and  oT  the  tiavj,  by  a  retolatioD  wbieh 
he  read  in  hb  place,  for  informatioD  oa  a  enbjeet 
intimaleljr  ooDaaeied  with  the  preteai  tapi«  of 
debate.  He  bad  bem  iDformed,  Mr.  M.  laid,  that 
the  combiacd  attack  of  a  miliiarv  and  iMval  force 
of  the  Uoiled  Statu,  opoa  the  negro  and  Indian 
Fort,  aituattd  on  the  AppelaehicDra  river,  in  East 
Florida,  ia  the  Sammer  of  181S,  was  made  wilh- 
ont  the  aiHboritjr  of  the  Ptetident  of  the  Uoiled 
State*.  Racardina  thie  aa  the  eommeaeemnt 
of  the  late  Semtaiue  war,  he  deeaied  it  pr^erio 
oblaia  the  inlbraiaijon  which  he  eoosht,  ia  aa 
ewly  a  eiaga  of  the  debate  ai  praetieaUe.  The 
Oommiuee  having,  howerer,  refuted  to  rite,  Ur. 
Mbaoik  proeaeded,  hi  atibiianee,  aa  foKoWi : 

The  report  of  the  Miliury  Committee,  Mr. 
Chairman,  coupled  with  the  reaoluiiont  aubmit- 
ted  hj  tbe  hoaorabte  member  from  Qeorgia.(Hr. 
Cobb,)  hare  telicTed  roe  froia  mneh  ioqaieiBde. 
Haviag,  hefore  thereporlof  the  aelect  committee 
waa  receired,  denied  the  anihoriir  of  Congreai 
to  puniah  a  miliiBry  ottcer,  1  rejoice  tbat  a  conrae 
ha*  been  adopted,  wbieb.  while  ii  faiUairfetlr 
witbio  the  proTiBce  of  ibit  Honce,  ia  ealenlaied 
to  heal  the  recent  woonds  inflicted  on  the  Con- 
alitiitioD,  and  to  Tindioaie  ibe  ioaatted  eharaeter 

I  would  watch,  eaid  Mr.  H.,  with  eqaat  jeal 
on*y,  the  eseroaehiaenu  of  Legulative  a*  of  Ex- 
ecutive  power.  And,  aware  that  the  tbrmer  ii 
lean  capable  of  jwcciae  defiatiion,  and,  therefore^ 
aa*i  easily  enlarged,  could  1  behold,  in  the  reio* 
iBtiona  on  jroar  table,  an  eiietnpt  to  Jonde  the 
right*  of  any  of  the  other  departinent*  of  the 
OoTeroment,  they  would  meet  my  moat  daeided 
0|moaitian. 

Puniabmeat  irapliet  retponiibiliiy.  The  re* 
e^neibility  of  erery  aiiliiary  offioer  1«  to  the 
Preeideni  of  the  Called  State*;  bia  reepoaattil- 
hy  to  Congreae,  throvgh  the  Coattitniiooal  nw 
dinm  of  ieapeaebaMoi,  aad  throogb  that  alone. 

Bnt  the  reeolntiona  before  u*  have  for  their  ob- 
ject neither  a  cenaore  of  Oeneral  Jaofcioa  nor  of 
the  EieeuiJre.  Puraoing  ibe  natural  eoutee  of 
legislaiioo,  ibey  aieertain  the  exiateneeof  a  pnh- 
IJe  abate,  aed  recomnead  tbe  applieaiioo  of  a 
CoDstiiutional  correotlve.  fhtf  apriog  from  aa 
inqairy  into  tbe  coitdnet  of  the  SemiiKle  war.  In 
which  the  Preetdeni**  Metaage  at  the  opening  of 
ihe  preeeoi  eeseion.  cdled  the  alleation  of  the 
Houee.  It  eaonot  be  forgotten,  tba^  daring  the 
two  fintadmioUiTaiiaatMiba  Federal  Oorera- 
Blent,  the  Prtudem,  at  the 


Lara. 

of  CoBgreea,  nat  in  peraoDlbe  tiw 
Honae^  aonraaad  t^^e^er,  aad  pronoaaoed  tha 
addraee  wbieb  hie  Smrflary  now  eoDveya  to  M 
ia  tbe  fena  ot  a  Heaaage.  In  rehitien  Ifl  erery 
part  of  the  artdreee,  th«  two  Ho«a*as  aeparaielf 
eierciied  the  noqaeationed  right  of  feapoading. 
Th«*e  reapooee*  brought  into  brief  teriew  the 
whole  cooree  of  admtDitttatiDn.  All  the  politi- 
cal aet*  and  the  actors  of  the  part  year  were  hdd 
open  to  Ibe  tetntioy  and  opiaioo  of  either  Hob*& 

Such  waa  the  operation  glTen  to  thia  Qototb- 
meat  by  tbe  framera  of  the  CoMlintioa,  who 
SHed  Ihe  fitel  Congreea  which  aatemUed  alter 
ila  rati&eatioa.  Such  contlnaed  to  be  its  optr- 
aijan  for  the  fint  iwelre  year*  <^  it*  exiitenaa. 

Dariwg  tbe  laat  eighteen  veara,  tbi*  pfaetlea 
ba*  hean  dinted,  but  It  woald  be  dlfietilt  to  anvB 
that  the  powertaf  this  Hoata  bare  been  abndgat 
bf  the  aabttitotioD  of  the  Prealdeai's  Mesama  foe 
bia  apoeeh.  Like  tbe  latter,  ihe  fonnar  yac  wn- 
'   !Koe*,at  tbeopeningof  eReh*eesion,apolllleal 

ttyaia,  whkb  termlattee  ia  tk%  reterenee  af 
ev«ry  impectant  meBher  of  it  to  aeme  e«M»it* 
tee,  charged  wMh  the  duty  of  reportiag  aa  apin- 
'—  npon  tbe  subjeat  wbieh  it  embraces,  aM  oC 
!■_  -,^  j^j  Bceeaeary,  tome  aarreepondMt 


act  of  legislation.  Hence  the  origin  of  Ihe  report 
which  has  given  riae  in  the  preaent  debate. 

'  it  not  abmrd  to  imagine^  ^^"1  *"''  ^''  '^ 
tha  Preaident  of  the  United  State*  ean  ap- 
I  Heuae  that  its  higfaeat  power*  haw 
ped  1  That  the  CeaalilaUon  baa  ben 
riolaled,  and  yet  no  complaint  nan  be  mada  of 
the  Qsarpation,  nor  any  aseriioa  to  ptaTeal  iM 
reoorrenee  f 

The  history  of  our  QoTernmeat.  Mr.  Cbair- 

BD,  ia  replete  with  inquiries  analt^ons  to  the 

eaeni.  fleed  I  remind  yoa  of  that  iaio  the 
eonduet  of  the  firat  Secretary  of  tbe  TreaiDr*  1 
Of  the  aubeeqaent  inqairy  into  the  failure  of  St., 
Gleir's  enedition  against  the  Borthweatem  iD< 
dikus?  Of  of  the  morereoent  tnrettigatioDef 
the  causes  which  led  to  tha  destraolioa  of  Aa 
Capitol  1 

Were  it  aceeeMry,  tbcu  aaihoritlee  eoald  ba 
eotroboiated  by  a  referenee  10  the  long  •*«¥• 
Itahed  praclica  of  that  lagislatiTa  aaaembly  aftar 
which  oar  own  has  been  modelled. 

The  eifateaee  of  a  power  of  leglstBtloa  Imatiee 
iba  anxiUary  aatboriiy  to  ioqarire  lain  all  nose 
abota*  or  defeeu  of  tbe  law*  which  may,  hy  any 
possibility,  call  for  it*  exercise. 

If,  indeed,  ia  the  progreaa  of  oar  preaeat  in- 

Stiry.  the  eharaeter  of  Oeneral  Jaefcaon,  or  of 
e  ExecBtire,  shsit  snSer  in  the  public  esilma' 
tioo,  Boeh,  allhoagh  it  should  prore  an  saaroid- 
aHe  ooneeqveocc,  will  aot  bare  eoaslitoied  Ibe 
Boiires  of  our  iareetigatioo. 

Remembeetog,  aa  I  do,  Mr.  Gbaiiman,  with 
feelings  common  to  ua  all^  the  triumph  of  the 
Amerioan  arm*  on  the  f  laias  of  New  Orleans,  I 
need  scarcely  say  that  I  entertain  no  personal 
hostility  to  the  comnaoder  e(  oar  EMinhen 
anny>  I  frankly  acknowledge,  tuo,  sir,  tbat  I 
canno^  in  this  inqairy,  wholly  separate  the  Pra- 
aitteaL  of  tha  United  Biatat  &wd  tbe  milharr 
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flffieer  wboie  conduct  be  hu  apprawd.  And 
y«t,  it  caD  lurdly  b«  rcqaired  of  me  to  My  that  I 
MHtttam  DO  penontl  hoitiliif  lo  oat  prctent 
Chief  Uagistnte.  Sir,  I  behold  in  him  the  ffieDd 
of  my  early  yoBih;  a  yel  more  tacred  feeling 
twella  my  heart— he  Was,  sir,  my  &tber'i  frkod. 

Nor  do  I  eDt«ri«in  toy  aetilei]  huiiliiy  to  tbe 
admin  ill  ration  orer  wbieh  he  preiidei.  I  ex- 
pressed,  beyond  ihue  walls,  adifierentKniimenl, 
■t  a  lioae  knd  under  circamfiaooea  whieb  pre- 
Tenied  id  public  ivowal  from  adTsneing  either 
my  penonalintereilor  my  political  contideration. 

Slill  leu,  ait,  have  I  Men  an  enemy  of  the 
army,  whose  coodaot  I  am  about  lo  inveaiigate. 
1  appeal  to  the  lecoUection  of  the  Honie,  if  f  did 
Boi  zealously,  though,  indeed,  most  aaiucceu- 
fnlly,  eodearot  to  preietTe  to  tboie  gallani  men, 
who  had  mettled  and  teoeived  the  thanks  of  their 
countiy,  the  peenniary  leward  of  thett  ralot, 
which  bod  been  granted  to  them  by  the  justice, 
■■d  confirmed  to  them,  m  I  vainly  thought,  bv 
the  faith  of  the  natiotk.  I,  too,  Mr.  CbairnMo,  in 
a  bnnUc  path,  ardently  sought  to  follow  their 
bright  example ;  and  the  party  in  Virginia,  whose 
poutieal  denomination  1  bear,  nerei  yielded  to 
their  more  fortunate  oppooents,  in  deroiion  to 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sir,  thefrieodstf  these  restdntions  are  the  best 
friends  of  the  army.  Let  the  army  gain  an  as- 
ecadeney  over  the  QoTemment,  and  ii  will  be- 
come an  object  of  jealousy  with  the  people.  They 
will  esteem  it  a  smaller  evil  lo  disband  the  army 
thin  to  sunender  their  Conitituiion.  The  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  is,  therefore,  essential  to  the 
preservBlioD  of  our  present  Mifilary  Bstablisb- 
neiit  If  the  resolotions  fail,  the  army  ought  to 
be,  and  will  be  reduned. 

About  to  entei  upon  a  wide  field  of  debate,  to 
consult  numerous  anthotilies  and  docunenta.  I 
caonot  hope,  at  this  Ute  hour,  to  eojnmaod  ibe 
altenlioD  of  the  Committee,  and  respect  for  their 
comfort,  sir,  iaducei  me  again  to  make  my  for 
a  motion  that  the  Comoiittee  rise. 

The  ensuing  morning  Mr.  Mbbobr  proceeded. 

HaTtngeonghtiHr. Chairman,  to  removesome 
of  the  prejndiceii  which  obatrocied  my  way.  and 
established  the  Cooitilutional  power  of  the  House 
to  past  the  rewlulioni  on  your  table,  I  stuili  pro- 
c»M  to  iaquire  into  the  origin  and  conduct  of 
tht  Seuiaote  war.  In  the  prosceation  of  ibis 
inquiry,  I  mean  to  esublish  the  following  propo- 
sitions : 

That  the  Coastitntion  of  the  United  Stiles  has 
been  riolaled,  by  an  unauthorized  war  against 
the  Indiaai  of  Bast  Florida. 

That  it  has  been  farther  violated  by  the  unau* 
thorized  capture  of  the  Spanish  forlreeaes  of  Bt. 
Harks,  of  Peasacola,  and  the  Banneas,  during  a 
■eriod  (rf  peace  between  Spain  and  the  United 
Sutes. 

That  the  rules  of  judicial  proeeeding,  estab- 
blisbed  by  the  law*  and  usage*  of  the  United 
State*  in  the  trial  of  military  offence*  by  courts 
BBitial,  have  been  disregarded  in  the  trial  and 
ezeentioB  of  Arbuthnol  and  AmWister. 

That  the  accustomed  clemency  of  the  United 


State*,  in  all  former  wars,  has  been  outraged  by 
the  nuneceesary  execution,  in  cold  blood,  of  un- 
resisting captives,  brought  within  the  power  of 
our  arms  by  the  cbance  of  war. 

And,  lastly,  that  these  accumulated  abuse*  of 
power  call  not  only  for  the  expre*eiaB  of  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  bat  for  the  interpoeition  itf 
iis  authority  to  prereai  their  repedtion. 

I  find  myself  arrested,  Mr.  Chairman,  an  the 
very  threshold  of  my  first  piopoailioa,  by  the  as- 
sertion of  one  of  my  collMguea,  (Mr.  Smttb,} 
that  the  ladians  cannot  wage  warj  because,  he 
added;  they  do  not  make  prisoner*  of  war;  while 
another  honorable  member,  (Mr.  Johnsom,)  who 
preceded  him  on  (he  same  side  of  the  qnestion, 
loaiotained  that  our  statute  book  contains  a  dee- 
laration  of  perpetaal  war  against  all  the  Indian 
tribes  within  our  limit*.  Let  the  statute  book 
aiuwer  these  extraordinary  docbines.  The  abo- 
rigine* of  tbia  country  bare  been  oni  aMociatea^ 
or  our  neighbors,  for  more  than  two  centuries ; 
and  we  bare  maintained  toward*  them,  ianag 
that  period,  relations  of  commerce  and  amity,  aa 
well  a*  of  war,  by  the  same  meaae  by  which  wa 
have  regulated  our  iniereonrse  with  othar  Statea. 
Instead  of  recurring  to  the  treaty  and  coneapott- 
dence  of  Ghent,  allow  ma  to  consult  the  volume 
which  I  bold  in  my  hand,  and  to  aaeertain,  from 
our  own  intercourse  with  tbi*  unfortunate  race  of 
men,  in  what  light  we  have  hitherto  r^aidcd 
them.  To  ascend  no  further  baek  than  to  the 
formation  of  our  Union,  the  first  volume  of  the 
law*  of  the  United  State*  will  tfibrd  us  Indian 
treaties,  embracing  every  variety  of  rtipulatioa 
known  in  the  diplomatic  intercourse  of  tbe  moot 
poli*hed  nations;  from  the  arliele*  of  agreement 
and  confederation  with  tbe  Delaware  nation,  a 
treaty  of  alliaace  and  commerce,  concluded  at 
Fort  Pitt  in  1793,  down  to  ibe  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  capitulation,  a  treaty  of  conquest,  bat 
of  peace  also,  concluded  at  Fort  Jackson  in  1S14. 
in  direct  cooiradiciJon  of  the  assertion  of  my  col- 
league, we  find  among  the  intermediate  eonvea- 
tions  stipulations  for  the  mutual  exohange  of 
priaoaers  of  war;  and,  in  hostility  with  the  doe- 
trine  contended  for  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky,  the  far  greater  number  of  them 
are  treaties  of  peace,  promising  the  oblivion  of 
p&Ei  iainries,  aod  tbe  eitablishment  of  perpetual 
ftiendsbip.  Nor  will  a  recurrence  to  the  hutory 
of  the  United  State*  autborixe  an  uofavoraWa 
comparison  of  the  good  faith  of  these  untutored 
savages  with  that  of  our  more  polished  Knropcu 
allies.  With  the  Chickasaw  and  Chocuw  na- 
tions, we  have  made  several  treaties  of  boundary, 
but  lutve  bad  occasion  to  make  no  treaty  of  peace 
since  that  of  Hopewell,  concluded  two  awl  uiiny 
yeara  ago,  under  the  old  eoofcderatioa.  The 
treaty  of  Qreeoville,  with  the  Notthweslen  In- 
dians, enduT«d  from  1795  till  the  battle  of  Tippe- 
canoe, in  1813.  The  first  treaty  with  the  Creeks 
and  SemiDoles,  concluded  with  the  While  Chief, 
McGilvray,  in  New  York,  in  1790,  was,  with  the 
exception  of  tome  border  hostilities  with  Onorgia, 
of  questionable  origin,  and  terminated  by  the 
:  treaty  of  C«(etain,  in  June,  179^  pr^erved  iutt- 
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okie  till  1815.  Cemptrt  Ihne  dttn,  ijr,  wiih 
thoH  of'  oDr  trealiea  with  England,  FrkDce,  ■nd 
Elp^iD.  Call  to  TtiiDd  the  repealed  Ttolaliom  or 
ifaeM  ireaties,  and  then  ask  yoar  eonicience  if  it 
will  permit  yon  to  eait  an  impotaiioD  of  bad  faith 
OD  foar  uvB^e  neighbon? 

Id  all  these  ttealiet,  Mr.  Ghairmaii,  the  IndiaDS 
ara  denominated  tribes  or  nations;  they  are  all 
Degolialed  aod  signed  with  tbe  ninal  Mlemniijr 
of  national  compacts,  aod  were  ratified  nnderlhe 
old  Con  federal  ion,  as  thsf  have  been  nnde 
present  eonsliiDiion  of  Ooremment,  by  ihe 
miborilf  and  in  Ihe  same  manner  as  onr  other 
foreign  alliances.  In  none  of  them  will  Ihe  leant 
foandaiion  be  diseorered  for  Ihe  claim  now  set 
np,  to  regard  the  Indians  as  the  lawfnl  snbjeeis 
of  onr  G^rernment.  No,  sir,  the  Qod  who  gave 
th«m  being  gave  them  freedom  too,  and,  while 
we  have  roltiniarily  promised  them  proteetion, 
tker  hare  never  sworn  to  ns  alliance. 

The  treaiT  of  New  York,  with  ibe  Or .  _ 

Bnoioelei,  like  that  of  Qreeaville,  and  almost 
•rer;  oiber  original  treaty  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions in  our  territory,  carries  the  recogniiioB  of 
their  independence  so  far  as  "  to  declare  that 
'  every  American  citizen  who  shall  attempt  to 
'•ecilewilhin  their  territory, shall  forfeii  ihepro- 
'  tCQlion  of  the  United  Slates  and  may  be  pun- 
'  lahcd  at  their  pleasure."  The  guarantiea  of 
tlwir  reserved  territory,  which  dlsiiogaish  ibeir 
nnmerom  treaties  of  peaeefal  cession,  are  not 
more  ineonsittnt  with  their  iadependence  than 
(fee  celebrated  gaarantee  of  our  liberiy  by  France 
WIS  inconsistent  with  onr  acknowledged  sover- 
eiffniy;  or  our  guaraniee  of  her  West  India 
lalands  with  their  dependence  upon  the  mother 
eotmtrjr. 

Sir,  It  is  a  maiim  of  eiperienee  that  as  a  man 
acquires  power  he  fo^ets  right.  The  flm  of  the 
nnmeroBB  trea,tles  to  which  I  have  adverted,  if 
earn  pared  with  the  last  which  we  have  concluded 
witfa  the  friendly  Creeks,  or  with  the  doctrines 
lately  maintained  on  this  floor,  will  liirDlsii  a 
airiking  lllnitraiion  of  tbli  mehncfaoly  but  an- 
cient truth.  The  former  treaty,  throaghoat  all 
ita  numerous  provisions  for  the  panage  of  troops, 
for  Ibe  trial  of  fugiiires  from  justice,  and  for 
eoHtinereial  intercourse,  not  only  regards  tbe  Del- 
aware mtion  as  a  sovereign  and  independent 
people,  but,  after  repelling  tbe  insinuation  ibat 
tbe  United  Biaics  design  lo  exlermlDaie  them, 
sad  poetess  their  eoantry,  gnaraalies  to  them 
their  whole  territory,  and  tenders  lo  them  an  ad- 


unjust,  and  shall  not 
'  be  praetitcd  on  either -side,  except  where  there 
'  is  a  manifest  violation  of  this  treaty,  and 
'  then  it  shall  be  preceded  first  by  a  demand  of 
'  Jtistioe,  and,  if  refused,  then  by  a  declaration  of 
'  hostilities."  What  is  this  but  tbat  law  of  na- 
tions so  oCtea  misquoted  or  misapplied  in  iha 
course  of  this  debate  1 

Sir,  who  are  ihe  Indians  of  Bait  Floridal 
Those  very  Seminoles  with  whom  we  treated  at 
New  York,  by  their  white  chief,  MeOilrray,  and 
ihe  wretched  Creekn,  who,  refusing  to  ratify  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  fled  from  ihe  bloody 
field  of  Talapoosa,  to  the  only  asylum  left  open 
to  their  retreat.  Man  haa  a  natormi  right  to  live 
somewhere  on  the  earih.  A  civil  warliad  raged 
among  the  Creeks;  we  united  our  arms  with  the 
weaker  parly,  and  when  victory  declared  in  our 
favor,  we  made  a  bargain  with  our  friends,  arti- 
cles of  capitulation  for  Ihe  territory  of  onr  ene- 
mies, and  demanded  of  the  former  to  deliver  up 
atl  ihe  prophets  aod  insiigalors  of  the  recent  war, 
whether  foreigners  or  natives,  who  had  not  sab- 
milied  to  the  arms  of  the  United  Btates,  if  ever 
they  shsll  be  found  iu  tbe  Greek  territory  Thay 
fied,  sir,  and  with  reason,  to  Florids.  Did  they 
afterwards  reiurn  lo  make  war  on  us  1  No,  sir ; 
Ibe  President's  meassge  at  the  opening  of  the  laat 
session  of  Congress  informed  m  thai  we  were  - 
then  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  These  wretch- 
ed Semlnoln  and  their  miserable  allies,  the  fngi- 
live  Creeks  and  negroes,  had  not  Iben  invaded 
our  frontier.  They  were  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  occupying  towards  us  the  re- 
latioa  of  an  independent  people— Ihe  reltiion  m- 
der  which  we  had  treated  with  them  for  peace, 
at  New  York  and  Coleraio — and  under  which, 
even  in  onr  Spanish  treaty  of  1796,  we  bad  e: 


Srestly  rcMrved  the  right  lo  treat  again  with  them 
»  ibe  same  object.  They  were  at  peace  when 
detachments  of  onr  army  and  onr  fleet  invaded 
their  territory,  without  the  authority,  I  yet  hope, 
of  the  American  Ooveromeai;  blew  up  tbeir  only 
fortress,  and  scattered  over  Ibe  surroaading  plato 
t  and  mangled  bodiM  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy  anoflending  Negroes  and  Indian*.  Sir, 
this  mHsacre  oceurred  in  East  Florida,  two  hna- 
dred  miles  from  the  Otorgia  settlements,  and 
fifteen  months  before  it  is  even  pretended  that 
these  nnbappy  people  had  renewed  their  oaiiages 
within  onr  territory.  Nar,  afier  thoee  outrages 
ilid  occur,  the  mceeage  of  the  President,  as  we 
have  Men,  announced  that  we  were  at  peaOK 
Tbe  seizure  of  Amelia  Islead,  sir,  wasjnstiBcd 
on  tbe  greond  that,  if  the  brigands  who  landed 
there  ware  a  foreign  Power,  a  secret  law  of  the 
United  Siatee,  then  first  published  to  the  world, 
in  order  to  warrant  that  act,  aatheriied  the  Presi- 
dent to  occupy  the  lerriioty  in  question.  Bat 
■he  Indians  of  2asl  Florida  were  not  a  foreign 
Power,  and  they  were  not  brigands,  as  oor  former 
treaty  with  them  sufficiently  evieees.  Their 
right  |o  wage  war  against  Spain  herself  was  u 
perfect  aa  the  ree^aiaed  right  of  oor  Indians  to 
wage  war  00  us. 
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Not  bad  wea  lifhi, either  a«  regarded  chem  oc 
BpniB,  wha  clumed  the  Bover^jgoijr  of  ihelr  t«- 
littiry,  lo  force  a  pasMge  ibrougti  it,  aa  we  did^ 
«Tau  hRd  DUf  object  been  peaceable.  Is  it  re- 
quired of  me  10  estaUish  ibia  principle  of  puUic 
law?  I  sball  addDce,  for  that  purpose, but  a  sio- 
^B  authority.  Il  ia  that  of  a  writer  wlio,  him- 
•elf  the  subject  «f  a  small  principality  allied  to 
the  free  caQtons  of  BwiizeilaDd,  and  claiaiiag 
tha  protection  uf  a  lOTereigo  wno  had  often  to 
eoniend  for  hia  own  io dependence,  ha*  applied 
the  masiin*  of  natural  reaaon  to  the  mainteoaDce 
of  polilieal  truth  aud  juetie&  "When  tome 
'  pettf  officers,"  says  Vatlel,  ''  TJolaicd  the  terrt- 
'  lory  of  StFOfi  in  order  to  carry  off  from  ibenea 
'  a  noted  auuggling  ahiefj  the  Kiog  of  Sardinia 
'  «au)ed  his  com^ainli  to  be  laid  beJore  the  Court 
'  of  France,  utd  Louis  XV.  thought  it  no  deroia- 
'  tioB  to  bis  gieatneit  to  send  an  atabanador  ex- 
'  traordinary  to  Turin,  to  gtr*  Nlti»faction  for 
'  that  Tioleoee." 

"  Siince,"  sayi  tbe  same  writer, ''  the  pasaage  of 
'  U((op«i  and  esiwciaUy  tbat  of  a  whtJe  army,  is 
'  by  00  mean«  a  matter  of  indiffiirenct,  iif  who 
'  wairea  to  nureh  hia  troops  tbrotigb  a  neutral 

<  eonntry  mtiat  apply  for  the  aoTereign'*  pewit- 
■•ioD.    To  enter  bit  territory  without  his  coo- 

■  MQt,  ia  a  riolaiioD  of  hia  rights  of  sovereigcly 
'  aiid  iDpteme  dominion."    "  If  the  neoiral  a«*- 

'    '  ereigo  has  good  reason  for  refuaing  a  oaaoage, 
'  be  13  not  obTiged  to  grant  it."    "In  all  doubtfal 

■  eaaes  we  must  tubtait  to  the  judgment  of  the 
'  proprietor  respecting  the  innocence  of  the  aae 
'  we  desire  to  ina^e  of  ibin^  bdonging  lo  aaoib- 
'  er,and  must  acquiesce  in  his  refaaa^  eren  though 

<  we  think  it  unjust.  When  the  paasage  is  tM»t  of 
'abtolvle  neeessiiy,  ibe  bare  danger  which  at. 

<  tcnda  the  admitaion  f^  a  powerTal  army  into 
'  ODr  territory  may  authorize  us  to  refute  them 
'  pertnifBLon  to  enter."  "Let  it  not  be  said  with 
'  Ofotius,  that  be  who  requires  the  paauge  is  not 

<  to  lite  deprived  of  his  right  on  account  of  onjuai 
'  fears.  A  probable  fear,  founded  an  good  rea- 
'  una,  giTC  ua  a  right  to  avoid  wbaierer  may  re- 
'aliie  11}  and  the  conduct  of  natiooi  affords  fan  t 
'  too  jost  gtqnnd*  Ua  the  fear  in  question." 
"Tfae.Swiliers,  in  their  alliancea  with  France, 
■bare  promi*«d  not  lo  fttant  «  pasMge  to  faer 
'eaemic*)  they  ever  refuse  k  to  all  aovcreifas 
'  At  war,  in  order  to  secure  their  fronticra  from 
'  tbat  calamity ;  aod  thay  take  care  liuU  their  ter- 
'  ritocy  ahall  be  respeoied."  To  this  doeirioe  the 
Miy  exoeption  admitted,  is  in  favor  of  to^fanl 
mtiabttluttntcamiy.    "A*  where  an  army  Gad 

*  tbcmtelvea  exposed  to  imminent  destraolioa,  or 
'unable  to  rstura  to  their  own  cooalry  nnleas 

<  they  paM  ihrougb  neutral  inritoriea,  tlray  have 
'  I  right  to  pasa  in  spite  of  the  eoTcreigD,  and  ta 
'  force  their  ■iay,8wordiD  hand.  But  tney  ought 
'  Jirtt  to  request  a  paange,  to  offtr  security,  and 
'  uy  for  whaierer  damage  ihey  may  oceaaii 

<  Sttch  was  the  mode  pnrsaed  by  the  Qreeka, 

'  ibeir  return  from  Asia,  under  the  coadoct  of 

*  Ageailana." 

The  author  here  eappoaea  the  passage  to  be  for 
•n  innocent  purpoae;  to  have  be«n  atkad  of  tbt 
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aonveign,  and  to  ha  foread,  tfttt  a  Ji^o^a),  aoty 
in  a  CMe  of  extreme  necessity. 

It  has  not,  and  I  presome  will  nAt  b«  pretenM) 
thai  the  destioctioo  of  the  ntgro-and  Indian  fort 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Appalacbieola,  wis  rt- 
quired  by  any  absolute  neceaaity.  The  Goyeinoi 
of  Penaaaola.  BO  far  from  authorizing  the«ot,fi- 
re&sei  hia  expectation  "  that,  until  he  raeeivaa  tha 
decision  of  his  Captain  General,  no  stepa  wiU 
be  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  tlnilad 
Slates,  or  by  Geneiaj  Jaeluoo,  piejodicial  to  liw 
'  sovereignty  of  the  Kiog.of  Spain,  or  ibedislrift 
'  of  AppalMhicola,  a  depeodeney  of  bis  Qovwa- 
uent,"  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  this  hostiU 
roe&aurewas  taken  wiln  thecanaeolof  the  Sent* 
inole  Iikdiaiis  j  and  if,  as  I  hope,  it  ws»  done  with* 
It  the  order  of  the  Prcsidtwl  of  iha  Uniinl 
tales,  il  was  cedainly  without  any  l^itimale 
Loolion— the  authority  of  Congte«s, 
If  the  ^IwmI  rt«so«  for  ihit  WaaiOD  iiyiiMiat 
were  daemedauttcient  to  waf  ra|it  it, "  ibat  tbe  fort 
had  become  a  refuge  for.Tunaway  nfgroea  «nd  ditr 
affeGte4  Indians,"  where  would  it  carry bhI  Wiik 
what  neighboring  naiioo,  civilized  or  aavitgri 
wold  we  preserve  relationi  of  amiiyl  Will  il 
be  preteoded  thai  we  bare  a  right  to  pgnif  b  dw- 
affeeiLon  in  those  who  owe  ua  no  allegianc4i  Or 
to  recover  by  violence  the  persona  of  otir  fyff- 
tivea,  wbethar  bond  or  freel  Tb«  atiempt  to 
gloss  over  this  cruelty  by  the  snggesUon  that  the 
force  of  ih«  miserable  negroes  was  "  daily  in- 
ereasioB,  aod  that  the  ferlila  banks  of  th«  Appt- 
Uohieola  were  aboQl  (o  y>el4  themev^rv  vtide 
of  subsjateoce,"  is  calciiilaied  to  shed  aadiiiopal 
horror  over  a  tranaielion  wanton  in  its  p>oiive, 
and  savage  in  its  exeoution.    A  war  «pon  the 

Kaceful  negro  aetilemeota  on  the  Wabash  would 
equally  politic,  and,  in  ptrinoipla^  alika  jws- 
tifiable. 

I  have  thus  tmaed  the  Seminole  war,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  ihs  unauthorized  invasion  of  £att 
Florida  in  1816;  but,  from  thence  lo  the  month 
of  October  of  (he  ensuing  year,  the  t«rroc  in- 
spired by  this  aoi  seems  not  to  have  produced  tha 
usual  retaliation  of  aavagee— the  indulgence  of 
private  revenge.  Along  a  line-of  fonr  nuiHlted 
and  seventy  miles,  iiom  tha  mouth  of  the  St. 
Marys  10  the  inleraeaiioa  of  the  Perdido,  by  lb* 
ibiny-fiiat  degree  of  latitude,  we  hear,  in  fact,  of 
scarcely  an  Indian  aggression.  Tbe  deatrustioa 
of  their  fort,  and  the  murder  ia  cold  bLaod  of  two 
of  their  chiefs,  must  have  inspired  the  Be«UawaI 
of  hostility,  but  they  wanted  the  meana,  of  in- 
dulging it.  Even  at  the  moment  when  the  friendr 
ly  Indiana  of  Fowltown,  who  bad  pfesctvied  thoir 
neutrality  duritg  the  whole  Creek  war,  were 
assailed  by  order  of  the  Aiqcrican  Qenaral,  ihera 
bad  been  no  invasion  of  our  territory  by  any  U- 
dian  force.  Storlca,  indeed,  sir,  bate  been  told 
us  of  Indian  maaaaorcs,  at  iha  recital  of  which 
my  very  soul  sickened  ;  and,  were  il  not  for  ihe 
documents  on  our  table,  I  shAold  believe  (|bat  ibe 
tomahawk  and  sea  I  ping-knife  had  deloged  out 
Southern  frontier  with  blood.  But,  in  addition 
to  the  President's  defJaraiion  on  the  16th  of  No- 
vember, iai7,  tbnt  we  were  at  pew*  with  the  In- 
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tUan  tribes,  I  diseorn  that,  wiih  but  two  exc«p- 
lioDi,  the  mnnter  of  a  familir  on  St,  Marf  a  riTer, 
and  of  some  (ni*sllera  Ire  hnadred  mUei  aSia  tbe 
Alabama  Territory—rraDMCliona  which  t  deplore 
•a  moeh  a«  anf  maa — we  were  oonelvei  the  ag- 
gteuors.  Tbe  anfbtlUDale  detachment  of  Sooit, 
<lhe  Kttick  upon  which  is  said  to  have  glTcn  a 
aew  ebaiaoter  to  the  Semioole  war.  and  to  have 
juHifled  the  iBTailon  of  Florida,}  Tell  a  Tielim  to 
MT«ge  rcTSDge.  spon  the  river  Appahchicola, 
vitboat  the  territory  of  the  Uoiied  States.  AAer 
the  dettrociioa  of  the  ledian  fort  in  the  precedlD|: 
year,  was  it  loo  much  to  expect  that  tbe  Semi- 
nole Indiana  woald  resitt  tbe  pHwreas  ofaDoiher 
armed  force  through  tlie  boeom  of  their  territory  1 
Had  ibey  to  coniolt  ■nthorities  for  the  right  of 
■elf-dcfeiicel  They  recurred  to  that  which  aa- 
itire  has  atamped  apAn  the  hearts  of  all  men.  Sir, 
dwae  Indians  are  represmted  to  have  been  anf- 
ieieailf  powerAil  to  be  the  objeeia  of  oar  fean. 
Tbeymnsi  be  regarded  aalndependeM  of  ns  IVom 
•nr  own  express  ackaowledgment.  Spain  assert- 
ed that  they  bad  tubrerled  her  ■overeigniy ;  and, 
wider  onr  Constitntioo,  war  eoold  not  be  wa^d 
■pan  ■□  independent  nelghborJag  Power  wiih- 
oat  tbe  aalfaontf  of  Coogrees.  At  ooe  i 
iiid«ed,  we  hear  the  Indiaos  of  Bast 


b«  capable  of  briacing  a  force  of  thirly-flve  hui. 
dred  men  into  the  Beld^  a  force  equivalent  to  half 
oai  military  establish  meat,  and  the  most  ftlarm- 
iag  neccMtiy  is  plead  lo  jnstify  the  infraction  of 
the  neutrality  of  Spain  In  onr  hosliliiies  against 
them. 

This  aeeeiEiiy  brings  me  to  the  weond  infrac- 
tion of  the  Gonslitation  by  the  entrance  of  Flor- 
ida, and  the  seisute  of  the  Spanish  fonresaes  of 
St.  Harks,  Pensaeola,  and  the  BBrancas.     Id  re- 

rird  to  the  much  qoesiioned  passage  of  the  line, 
have  only  to  add  that,  with  tbe  exceptton  of 
tbe  rigbt  reserved  by  our  treaty  of  1795,  to  make 
peace  with  the  Florida  Indians,  we  have  ever 
fagarded  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  to  be  complete 
over  the  Indiaa  territory  within  her  limits.  And 
ibe  bostila  invasion  of  that  territory  is  as  much 
uaet  of  war  against  Spaia  as  against  ibe  Indi- 
ane  thenselves.  Being  e^nally  unauthorized  by 
■ay  act  of  Congress,  it  involves  a  simitar  vioU- 
tion  of  tbe  Constitution.  Our  attention,  bov- 
■Tcr,  is  borne  alon^  from  the  Florida  line  to  less 

finiioaableiafrBcitoasoftheDMitttLliiyofSpani. 
hat  the  forcihte  teizare  of  the  Spaoish  fortiesses 
would  be  an  act  of  war  against  Spain,  unless  a«- 
sompanied  by  some  extraordinary  justification, 
is  not  denied.  But  it  is  defended  on  the  grouna 
of  neaetaiiy,  as  regards  St.  Marks;  and,  as  re- 
spects Pensacola  aad  the  fiaraacas,  for  the  addi- 
tsoaal  reuens,  that  the  Spanish  Ooveroor  refased 
to  allow  the  passaj^of  provisions  up  the  Escam- 
bia; and  by  a  public  threat,  rendered  the  seizure 
of  those  fortressea  essential  lo  the  mainlenaDce 
of  the  hosor  of  tbe  American  arms.  This  reas- 
oning is  further  attempted  to  be  sustained  by 
reference  to  Ibe  obligations  of  Spain,  to  restrain 
by  fotoe  the  ladiane  Trilbia  faer  territory  from 


committing,  it  fa  said,  hostilitfes  against  tt^  Uni- 
ted States. 

Allow  me,  Ur.  Chatrmae.  briefly  to  consider 
tbe  nature  of  this  Bpaelsh  obligation,  which  ap- 
pears to  me  lo  have  been  altogether  misunder- 
Blsod.  The  Bflh  article  of  the  Spaoish  Treair 
of  1796  siipuletes  "that  Spain  and  the  United 
<  States  shall  restrain  by  force  all  hostilities  on 
'  the  part  of  the  Indian  naiions  living  wilhin 
'  their  boundary,"  an  obligation  which  is  after- 
wards thus  explained:  "So  that  Spain  will  not 
'  suffer  her  Indians  lo  attack  the  citizens  of  the 
'  United  Stales,  nor  tbe  Indians  inhabiting  iheit 
'  territory;  nor  wilt  the  United  States  penoit 
'  those  last-mentioned  Indians  to  commence  hoa- 
'  tiliiiee  against  the  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
'Jesiy,  orliis  Indians,  ia  any  manner  wbaievei." 
The  residue  of  tbe  clause  prohibits  either  party 
from  making  with  the  Indians,  within  the  lenilo- 
rial  limita  of  the  olber,  any  fature  alliaaee  what- 
ever, except  treaties  of  peace.  This  stipulation 
not  only  snpposes  the  possibility  of  fiittire  wqra 
between  the  Indiana  and  the  eonlraeiing  parties, 
but,  as  the  employment  of  force  by  either  party 
to  suppress  Indian  hostilities  against  tbe  other  is 
evidently  founded  on  a  perfect  reciprocity  of- duty 
and  interest,  ibe  interposition  of  force  by  either, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  restraining  the  Indians,  is  ez> 
pressly  limited  to  the  commencemeot  of  hostili- 
ties. Spain  will  not  permit  her  Indians  toatiack, 
that  is,  to  commence  boalilities  against  tbe  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates.  But  the  treaty  doe* 
not  impose  upon  her  tbe  unQBlural  and  unreason- 
able obligation  to  aid  the  United  States  in  atuck* 
ing  the  Indians  who  inhabit  her  territory,  and 
whom  she  considers  under  her  protection.  Spain 
most  be  regarded  as  the  natural  ally  of  her  own 
Indians,  but  did  tbis  treaty  bind  her  to  an  offen- 
sive BDo  defensive  alliance  with  us  against  them, 
either  of  two  conditions  would  release  her  from 
the  obligation  which  it  imposes:  her  inability  (o 
fulfil  ii,  or  her  incapaciiy  to  do  so,  wilboui  expos- 
ing herself  to  evident  and  imminent  danger,  to 
■ay  notbiog  of  her  right  to  inquire  into  tbe  oriria 
of  our  war.  When  tbe  United  States  were  eatled 
upon  to  fulfil  their  guarantee  to  France,  of  fact 
West  India  islands,  we  replied  that  France  be- 
gan the  war  In  which  she  was  encaged  with 
Great  Britain.  Bot  the  relation  of  Spain  to  the 
Indians  within  her  acknowledged  limits  cannot 
be  regarded  as  less  intimate  than  a  defensive  alli- 
ance; and,  so  considered,  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  Oovernors  of  Si.  iiifarks  and  Pmsacola 
falls  far  short  of  making  ihem  associates  in  tbe 
war;  but,  if  it  did  make  ibem  asaoeiales,  their 
acts  were  then  acta  of  war  against  the  tJnited 
Slates,  which  it  was  the  province  of  Congress, 
and  of  Congress  alone,  to  resent  bv  war.  Hy 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Babbouh,)  though  he 
does  not  concur  in  ibis  conclusion,  has  candidly 
admilied  that  tbe  Spanish  Qovernora  were  not 
associates  in  the  Seminole  war.  Regarded  as 
the  allies  of  Ibe  Indians,  if  they  went  no  farther 
than  to  maintain  with  Iheqi  their  accustomed 
intetconrse  of  commerce  and  friendship,  still  tbis 
would  not  cotuiimte  them  the  assooiales  of  our 
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*woald  tend  to  mDltJplf  xrara,  and  spread  them 
'  beyoDd  all  bounds,  to  the  commoD  tuiq  of  m- 
'  tioDi.  It  is  bappr  for  Europe,"  he  adds,  "  that, 
'  Id  ibis  iostaDce,  ine  eslablUbed  custom  t«  ia  ac- 
'  cord  with  tbe  true  principles.  Switzerland,  in 
'  virtue  of  her  alliance  with  France,  furnishes 
'that  Crown-with  numerous  bodies'or  troops, 
'  and,  nevertheless,  lives  in  peace  with  all  £u- 

<  rope."  "  Th«  teal  associate*  of  my  enemjr  lieiog 
'  my  cneroiei,!  bare  a^ bIdsI  ibem  the  same  rights 
'  as  agaiast  the  principal  enemy.  Bat  it  i«  not 
'  thus  with  those  nations  which  assist  my  enemy 
'  in  a  defepsive  war;  1  cannot  consider  them  as 

'  his  tKEOciates.  If  I  am  entitled  to  complain  of 
'  their  furnishing  bim  with  succors,  this  is  a  new 
'  ground  of  quarrel  between  me  and  them.  I  may 
'  expostulate  with  tbem,  and,  on  not  receiving 
'  satisfaction,  prosecute  my  lighl,  and  make  war 
'  on  ifaem.  Bui,  in  this  case,  there  must  be  a 
'  previoUH  declaration."  "  Grotiui,"  says  Vattet, 
"appositely  quotes  the  example  of  Ulysses,  and 

<  his  followen,  blaming  ihem  for  having,  without 
'  any  declaration  of  war,  attacked  the  Ciconians, 
'  who  had  scni  auecors  to  Priam  during  tbe  siege 
'  of  Troy." 

And  if  a  previous  declaration  of  war  it  required, 
where  the  powers  of  declaring  and  waging  war 
are  trusted  lo  tbe  same  discreiion,  bow  much 
more  necessary  is  such  a  declaration,  where  the 
eoQslilulion  of  a  nation  vests  the  power  of  ma- 
king tbe  declaration  in  one  department,  and  of 
condacting  its  operations  in  another  branch  of 
iu  Qovernmeot. 

To  have  constituted  the  Governors  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pensacola  associates  in  the  war,  they  should 
have  lent  their  whole  aid  to  its  prosecution,  which 
ia  not  even  charged  upon  tbem. 

I  will  now  proceed  lo  consider  tbe  alleged  ne- 
cessity of  selling  those  fortresses.  And,  first, 
that  of  St.  Marks.  General  JacksoD,  as  early  as 
the  25th  day  of  March,  soon  after  crossing  the 
Florida  line,  atmounced  his  intention  of  taking 
St.  Marks  '-as  a  depot  for  bis  supplies,  should  he 
find  it  in  ihe  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  they 
having  supplied  the  Indians."  That  he  derived 
no  rigbi  to  lake  it  from  the  latter  use  of  ii,I  bave 
already  demonstrated,  and  that  be  derived  none 
from  the  use  which  be  meant  to  make  of  it 
himself,  an  attention  to  the  local  position  of 
St  Marks  will  readily  evince.  St.  Mark*  is 
situated  one  hundred  and  four  miles  to  the  north- 
west of  the  Suwanee  towns,  the  main  object 
of  General  Jackson's  campaign.  It  stands  on 
the  bank  of  Ibe  river  to  which  it  has  given  or 
.owes  its  name,  and  nine  miles  above  its  month. 
The  fori  is  snrrounded  by  an  open  prairie,  about 
two  mile*  across,  and  below  it  extends  an  open 
ibresl  of  pine.  Asa  military  depot,  a  position  be- 
low Sl  Marks,  on  ibe  same  iiver,  would  have 
been  more  accessible  to  tbe  vessels,  which  were 
to  fnrotsh  supplies  from  New  Orleans;  aod  the 
labor  of  a  fatigue  party,  for  a  few  days,  would 
have  constructed,  01  tbe  adjacent  forest,  a  pro- 
tection sufficiently  strong  lo  resist  tbe  attack  of 
«By  aavage  foree  which  could  have  threatened 


the  safety  of  the  potilion.  Socb  is  the  neeessity, 
on  which  this  infraction  of  neutral  right  is  ground- 
ed. The  Spaaish  foil  deriving  its  supplies,  alac:^ 
from  the  waler,  would  bare  oeeit  depeadent  on 
tbe  American,  and  ibe  daneer  of  an  Indian  attack, 
which  threatened  Sl  Marks, before  iheanivaloi 
ihe  American  army,  had  ended  with  its  approach. 
Nor  is  it  (he  least  extenuation  of  this  uoanthor- 
iied  act  of  war,  thai  discoveries  were  made,  a^ 
the  capture  of  the  fort,  which  evinced  that  it* 
commander  was  unfriendly  to  the  American  arms. 
The  antecedent  act  should  he  tried  by  its  own 
evidence.  Tbe  subsequent  discoveries,  if  ibey 
amounted  lo  anything,  constituted,  as  I  have  re- 
marked, a  cause  of  war  against  Spain,  which 
General  lacksoa  bad  no  right  to  declare,  ui  to 
wage,  without  a  declaration. 

Sl.  Marks  was  more  than  a  hundred  miles  from 
the  Suwanee  towns.  To  reach  Pensacola,  it  was 
necessary  to  march  across  West  Florida  one  huM- 
dred  and  fifty  miles  further  from  the  principal 
theatre  of  ibe  war.  The  neeetsiiy,  however, 
which  urged  the  occupation  of  the  capital  of 
West  Florida  is,  if  possible,  leu  apparent  ttutB 
thai  which  was  plead  for  tbe  seizure  and  occu- 
pation  of  St.  Marks.  The  defeated  Indian*  had 
retired  down  tbe  peninsola  of  Florida,  or  eroatcd 
over  it  towards  St.  Augustine.  Fort  Oadaden 
and  the  Appolachicola  river,  to  say  nothing  of  Bl 
Marks,  ibeo  in  onr  postestion,cut  off  their  retreat 
upon  Pensacola.  Above  Pensacola  itself,  on  the 
Canuco,  a  branch  of  the  Escambia,  Fort  Craw- 
ford served  as  a  check  upon  tbe  Indians  in  that 
vicinity,  and  fifi/  miles  from  this  last  positioi 
stood  the  American  fort  Montgomery,  on  the 
Alabama.  Tbe  desert  country  between  the  Ap- 
palacbicola  and  Ihe  Bay  of  Pensacola,  contained 
neither  Spaniards  nor  Indians;  yet,  on  theSihof 
May,  after  having  d'scUsrged  a  pari  of  his  farc<k 
and  proclaimed  the  war  lo  be  at  an  end,  General 
Jackson  announces  to  his  Government  his  iaten- 
tioo  to  occupy  Pensacola,  if  certain  reports,  whiah 
be  bad  beard,  should  prove  true,  while  tbe  whole 
tenor  of  his  letter  of  that  date  evinces  a  determi- 
nation to  occupy  it  stall  evenu.  He  ezpresaes  ii  to 
he  bis  confirmed  opinion,  "  thai,  to  long  as  Spain 
'  has  not  the  power  or  will  to  enforce  the  treaty, 
'  by  which  she  is  solemnly  boond  to  preserve  the 
'  Indians  within  her  territory  at  peace  with  the 
'  United  Stales,  no  security  can  be  given  to  onr 
'  Southern  froniier,  without  occnpyinsa  cordon 
'  of  post*  along  tbe  sea  shore."  After  theteiigre 
of  PeuMeola,  he  enforoes  the  same  reatoning,  in 
an  argument  in  favor  of  ita  realoraiion. 

In  his  preceding  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
of  the  26ib  of  March,  he  informs  him,  "  that,  find* 
'  ing  it  very  difficult  to  supply  Fort  Crawford,  on 
'  the  Canuco,  by  land,  he  bad  ordered  the  itip- 
'  plies  for  thai  nrtison  by  water"  up  the  Btcaot- 
biB,  that  is,  by  Pensacola,  and  through  the  Span- 
ish territory:  and  that  he  had  "wrilten  to  ibe 
'  Governor  of  Pensacola,  that  if  be  interrnpts 
'  them  during  ibe  present  Indian  war,  be  shall 
'  view  it  as  aiding  the  enemy,  and  treat  it  as  an 
'  act  of  hostility."  In  hit  letter  to  the  Governor, 
written  on  the  23d  of  May,  the  day  before  he  eo- 
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tered  Pensacola,  he  tells  him  "  that,  hj  a  refer- 
'  ence  lo  my  commuiiicslioDBor  ihe  25ih  of  March, 
'  joa.  will  see  how  far  I  have  been  the  aggrnsoi 
'  in  the  measure  proieaied  against  You  kre  there, 
'  (ti«  adds)  diBlinetIr  adrUed  of  the  objects  of 
'  my  operations  ;  and  Ihal  every  attempt,  on  your 
'  p>rl,  to  saecor  the  lodiaDS,  or  prereot  the  pat- 
'  ssge  of  my  prorisions  ia  the  Escambia,  would 
'  be  viewed  as  hostile  acts  on  your  ;Mrt."  Reject- 
ing Ihe  vague  reports,  mentioned  in  his  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  awembtage  of  the 
Indians,  in  force,  in  the  vicinity  of  Feasacola, 
Oeiieral  Jackson  here  evideoily  rests  his  author- 
ily  to  seize  Pensacola  on  the  groand  which  he 
bad  assumed  on  enleriDg  Florida,  of  the  oecessiiy 


of  BupplyioK  Fort  Crawford  with  provisions,  by 
a  passage  through  the  (errilory  of  Spain,  and  the 
right  to  consider  the  refusal  of  that  panage  as  ao 


act  of  hostility.  In  his  letter  to  the 
of  the  27ih  of  April,  he,  in  fact,  assames  the  p) 
logative  of  deelaiiog  war :  "  America,"  he  writes, 
"just  to  her  treaties,  and  anxious  to  maiataia 
'  peace  with  the  world,  cannot,  and  will  not,  per- 
'  mit  sucb  B  savage  war  to  be  carried  on  in  dis- 
'guise  any  longer.  Asylums  have  been  granted 
'  lo  the  persons  and  property  of  an  Indian  foe, 
'  fugitives  from  Ihe  territory  of  the  United  States. 
'  Facilities,  deemed  by  me  necessary  (o  terminate 
'  a  war,  which,  under  existing  treaties,  should 
'  have  been  maintained  by  Spain,  for  feeding  my 
'  troops,  and  liberating  the  subjects  of  Spain, 
*  imprisoned  by  the  Indians,  have  all  been  de* 
'  Died  by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
'  AH  these  facts  prove  the  unjust  conduct  of  the 
'  Bpaaisb  agents  in  Florida.  It  cannot  longer  be 
'  toleratedj  and, althougharepnblio, fond  of  peace, 
'  the  United  States  know  her  rights,  and,  at  the 
'  expense  of  war,  will  maintain  them." 

In  deciding  upon  the  ueeessily  of  supplying 
fort  Crawford  with  provisioiis,  by  ibe  bay  of 
Pensacola  and  the  Escambia,  the  Committee  must 
be  already  struck  with  the  langua^  in  which 
General  Jackson  himself  describes  it.  Finding 
it  very  difficult  to  supply  Fort  Crawford,  on  the 
Canuco,  by  land,  he  resolved  to  suppl  v  it  by  water. 
Herif  is  no  necessity — none  that  eouid  justify  the 
coos idetnt ion  of  a  refusal  to  permit  the  passage 
of  provisions  through  a  neutral  country,  as  an  act 
of  hostility.  Most  truly  does  Qenerat  Jackson 
apeak  of  the  difficulty  only  of  obtaining  the  sup- 

f^ies  by  land ;  and  in  his  letter  to  the  Qovernor  of 
'ensacola,  in  wbicb  he  apprizes  him  that  he  has 
ordered  a  supply  of  provisions  to  be  sent  from 
NewOrleans,  Dy  way  of  Fensaeola.to  Fort  Craw- 
ford, on  ibe  Canuco,  he  adds,  that  this  route  has 
been  adopted,  as  the  most  speedy  one  of  provi- 
•ioning  one  of  his  garrisons. 

Sir,  when  you  cast  your  eyes  on,  the  map  near 
you,  and  recollect  that  part  of  the  supplies  of  Fort 
Scott,  on  Flint  river,  were  obtained  from  Fort 
Montgomery,  at  tbc  distance  of  many  hundred 
miles;  and  when  you  perceive  that  the  river  Ala- 
bama connects  the  latter  with  the  port  of  Mobile; 
that  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Fort  Crawford 
(here  is  a  public  road,  of  fifty  miles  only  in  exieni ; 
you  will  readily  comprehend  the  nature  of  that 


necessiiy  urged,  not  by  GeneralJackson,  but  by  ht> 
friends  in  this  House,  and  especially  by  one  of 
my  honorable  colleagues,  (Mr.  Sutth,)  as  a  jus- 
littcatbit  of  the  seizure  of  Peoxacola.  But,  if 
the  land  carriage  of  fifty  miles,  for  the  provisiona 
required  to  supply  a  garrisoUj  consisting  of  one 
hundred  men,  was  a  serious  impediment  to  the 
military  operations  of  General  Jackson,  allow  me 
to  point  out  another  channel,  whicb  would  reduce 
this  transportation,  by  land,  to  half  tbat  distance. 
The  Perdido  river,  1  am  warranted,  by  an  honor- 
able  delegate  in  this  House,  in  representing- to 
be  navigable  to  the  Florida  boundary,  in  boats 
drawing  less  than  eighteen  inches  water,  and 
from  a  point  on  thai  tiver,  opposite  Fort  Craw- 
ford, the  distBDce  ovei  land  is  but  twenty-five 
miles. 

BuL  let  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  for 
Fort  Crawford  by  any  other  channel  than  the 
Escambia  be  magnified  to  any  extent,  did  the 
Qovernor  of  Pensacola  refuse  to  grant  the  re- 
quest of  General  Jackson  1  No,  sir,  tbe  com- 
plaint of  such  refusal  is  reduced,  at  last,  to  tbe 
narrow  ground,  that  exorbitant  duties  are  charged 
on  the  entry  of  the  provisions  at  Pensacola. 
The  whole  necessity,  therefore,  is  resolved  into 

'  '  lading  those  duties.    Sir,  the  r^ 

«.u>wi.~  ui  lut^  united  Stales  do  not  require,  that, 
to  save  the  duties,  however  exorbitant,  (and  tbeit 
amount  is  nowhere  stated.)  upon  the  provisiona 
necessary  for  Ihesnpply  of  one  hundred  men,  the 
sovereignty  of  an  independent  nation  aboula  ba 
trampled  under  foot.  But  even  this  plea  for  oc- 
cupying Pensacola  is  finally  removed  by  a  letter 
of  the  Governor  to  General  Jackson,  dated  six 
days  before  its  seizure,  in  which  he  says,  "that, 
'  with  respect  to  the  passage  of  provisions  up  the 

Escambia,  I  have  not  hitherto  prevented  it. 
'And,"  he  proceed^  "now  that  the  free  com- 
'  merce  of  this  people  with  that  of  tbe  interior  ia 
'declared  admlss" 

'will  in  future  b  , _.._ 

'  merchants  to  transfer  from  hence  to  Fort  Craw 
'  ford,  and  other  forts  on  the  frontier,  as  well  t? 
'  water  as  by  land,  whatever  provisions  and 
'  effects  they  may  need  or  desire,  bj  which  mean* 
'  these  posts  will  readily  be  provisioned,  and  your 
'  excellency  will  be  satisfied."  Not  so,  however ; 
General  Jackson  had  advaiHied  too  near  hia  ob- 
ject to  be  thus  diverted  from  it;  and  as  iha  ne- 
cessity of  occupying  Pensacola,  in  order  to  in- 
sure the  safe  transportation  of  hia  supplies,  had 
ceased  altogetber,  a  new  reason  occurs  lo  sanc- 
tion the  measure.  "Oa  my  march,  on  the  S3d 
of  May,"  says  the  General,  in  a  letter  to  tbe  Sec- 
'  reiary  of  War  of  the  Ui  of  June,  "a  protest 
'  from  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  was  ddivered 
'  to  me  by  a  Spanish  officer,  remonstrating,  in 
'  warm  terms,  against  mj  proceedings,  and  order- 

'  ing  me  and  my  forces  instantly  to  quit  the  ter- 
'  ritory  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  with  n  threat  to 
'  apply  force,  in  tbe  event  of  a  non-compliance." 
'-  This,"  adds  the  General,  "  was  so  open  an  indi- 
'  cation  of  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  pan,  after  hav- 
'  ing  been  early  and  well  advised  of  the  objeat  <tf 
'  my  operations,  that  I  hesitated  no  longeron  th« 
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I  be  aflopted.    I  nnfetted  for,  and 

■  eDleted  PcDNooh,  with  only  the  ifaow  M  re- 
'  natuin,  on  t(t«  24Ib  of  May."  Sir,  let  as  ex- 
amina  Ihe  lan|[Dage  in  which  this  threat  was 
BQwcfaed,  and  aMeriaia  whether  it  was  of  the 
eharaeUr  deacribed  by  Oeocral  Jacksoa,  or  of 
■och  a  ohaneter  ihat  the  hooor  or  the  armf  re- 
qoired  it  to  be  resitted  by  tbe  leinire  and  occu- 
patioa  of  Peasacola  attd  the  Daraocaa.  "  It  hav- 
'  inj  come  to  my  knowledge,"  wtiies  Qoreraor 
MszoL  "that  yoB  tMTs  passed  the  ftoDiiets  with 
'  tBe  troo^  nnder  yoDr  connDaod,  and  diat  yon 
'  anwithmtbe  province  of  West  Florida,  which 
'i*  subject  to  my  Qorentmeot,  I  solemnly  pro- 
'  teat  agaiasi  this  procedura  as  so  offence  to- 
'mrds  my  fioveret^,  exhorting  yon,  and  re- 
'  tjaitiog  oi  you,  in  his  name,  to  retire  from  it,  as, 
'  if  yon  do  not,  and  ooaiinne  your  aggresaioni,  I 
'  shall  repel  force  by  force."  To  wblcb  he  adds, 
*'as  the  repeller  of  an   insult   has  neTet   been 

■  deemed  ih«  aggressor,  you  will  be  rpspoDsible 
'  both  10  Ood  and  man  for  alt  the  fatal  coDse- 

■  qaescei  which  may  result."  b  this  an  order  to 
CHoeral  Jackson  and  his  force  "iDslantly  to  qnit 
'the  territory  of  Bpain,  with  a  threat  to  apply 
'  force  in  the  eTeot  of  a  noncompiianeel"  If  yoo 
do  not,  and  cootinne  your  aggressions,  I  shall, 
said  the  Qorernor,  repel  fane  by  force.  What 
fOTcef  The  entry  into  Florida.  That  ooeurred 
very  early  in  March;  and  this  protest  is  dated 
on  the  24th  of  Hay,  though  doubtless  wrillen  on 
the  B3d,  for  the  Aid  of  Qenersl  Jackson  certiies 
that  it  was  reaeiTed  on  that  day  from  a  Spanish 
vfieer,  who  met  the  American  army  on  its  march 
■iKiRly  after  it  had  crossed  the  Esoambk  rirer  | 
and.  tooseqaenity,  when  Chnenl  Ja^on  was 
within  a  few  miles  of  Penmaota. 

Neither  the  object  of  the  Ameriean  coifa. 
imnider,  aot  the  naiuic  of  this  threat,  could  then 
beiDtatakea.  It  was  that,  if  Oeneral  Jacksoa 
cmtinaed  his  anressfons,  by  attacking  Pensa- 
«ria,  force  voald  be  repelled  by  force.  In  the 
Oovenor's  tetter  from  the  Baraneas,  of  ibe  fol- 
knriag  day,  yon  have  his  e^lanaiioa  of  this 
threat.  "YoDT  esedlency,"  he  writes,  "  lays  to 
'  nv  charge  the  blood  which  may  be  shed  by  my 
'  lefoal  to  deliret  np  ibe  proTince,  as  yonr  ex- 
'  oeUeney  lequesin,  which  I  shall  neTer  do;  nor 
'  can  I,  withont  coreriag  myself  with  dishonor  at 
'  the  close  of  my  life  and  of  my  long  military 
'  career.  I  am  firmly  persuaded  your  excelleney 
'  woald,  in  my  case,  do  the  same,  as  yoti  would 

*  not  venture  to  slain  the  honorable  laurels  with 
'  which  yon  are  tdotned.  I  expect,  from  the 
'generosity  of  yonr  excelleaey,  first,  that  you 
'  wUl  set  the  officers  and  troops  ibai  garrisoiied 
*Pensaeolaat  liberty,  and  that,  after  supplying 
'yonr  army  wiib  proviiions,  you  will  shortly 
'  eracnale  the  territory  of  this  prorincej  and  not 
'  carry  on  a  partial  war  againat  West  Florida  at 
'  a  time  when  our  oaiioos  are  in  ptofoand  peace. 
'  Finally,"  he  adds  to  this  coneiliaiory  letter,  "if, 
'contrary  to  my  hopes,  your  excellency  should 
'persist  in  your  intention  to  occupy  this  fortress, 

*  which  1  am  resolred  to  detcnd  to  the  last  ex- 
'  trcsity,  I  ahaH  repel  force  by  force ;  and  be 


can  never  ba  conslderel 

la  tlte  subseq Dent  proceedings  of  Oenetat  Jack- 
son, a  more  striking  Ulustratioii  is  offered  of  the 
extent  to  whieh  his  conduct  was  influenced  by 
this  threat.  Not  saiisled'  With  the  iciEaTe  of 
Pensaeola,  without  resistance,  he  poceeded  foot- 
teen  miles  beloW  it,  ioTealed,  asd,  after  a  heavy 
eannottade  of  naaay  honrs,  todc  the  fortress  of 
the  Banacas  and  the  QoTemor,  by  eapiinlaiion. 
Nor  did  be  stop  here;  bnt,  regarding  the  Bpanish 
troops  as  prboneis  of  war,  tad  all  West  Florida 
as  a  conquered  country,  he  shipped  the  former  to 
the  Havana,  and  usuiped  over  the  lacMr  the  civil, 
as  welt  as  military,  administration.  One  of  my 
honorable  aoUeagnea  has,  with  siDgular  feliciiy, 
offered  ibe  same  apology  for  these  defensive 
measures  of  ihe  American  emamander  whioh  he 
allows  to  the  Emperor  of  France  for  subvertioK 
ihePmisian  monarchy.  The  honot  of  the  French 
arms  required  that  a  ihteai  should  be  repeHed  I 
Sir,  ibe  force  of  the  argumeat  will  appear  very 
nearly  the  same,  in  both  cases,  when  reference  is 
had  to  the  relative  strength  of  the  combatant*; 
hot  there  is  this  reOMrkable  diBi>rence  betweea 
Ibe  Emperor  of  France  and  General  Jackson, 
that  [fae  former  was  the  acknowledged  soveretan 
of  France,  and  the  latter  had  merely  usurped  tie 
authority  of  Congress  to  make  war  upon  a  foreign 
Btate.  Whether  Geaerai  Jackson's  condsret  was 
in  obedience  to  his  orders,  as  my  honorable  eo(- 
ieague  (Mr.  Shtth)  has  so  earnestly  and  in«e- 
niously  maintained,  is  a  question  between  him 
and  tM  anthorlly  from  which  fae  derived  them, 
except  so  fat  as  reaards  the  pernicious  example 
of  military  Insubordination,  which  is  afforded  by 
theimpunilyof  tbisaet.  But  my  honorable  ^1- 
league  will  be  sensible,  on  matnre  reflection,  of 
the  embarrassment  to  which  he  exposes  himself 
when  he  seeks  to  get  rid  of  the  eipiess  liioitatioa 
contained  Id  the  order  of  the  16tb  of  December 
not  to  atia^  ifae  Seminole  Indiras  shnnldthey 
shelter  themselves  under  a  Spaaiah  fOrt,  bat  to 
notify  the  Executive  of  the  fact.  My  coUeaf  ue 
has  contended  that,  as  ihe  ladians  never  did  aaek 


which  it  contains  iiad  consiimted  no  part  of  11 
Iq  other  words,  although  Qetteral  Jackaon  had 
no  aatborily  to  attack  a  Spanish  fortress,  whioh 
protected  Ihe  entire  army  of  oar  eueny,  be  had 
a  tight  to  attack  snob  fortress  witlioat  any  nch 
provocation  or  necessity.  Sir,  in  relaiion  ts 
these  orders,  it  is  proper  to  remai%,  that,  de|iatt- 
ing  from  miliiary  usage,  the  Qovernmeat  asngas 
to  the  officer  cha^d  with  ibeir  eiecniion,  reasons 
for  the  resiraiuts  which  ihey  impose  on  his  aa- 
thori^.  "The  state  of  oar  negotiations  with 
'  Spain,  and  the  temper  maoifesced  by  Ifae  prio- 
'  cipal  European  Powers,  make  it  impolitic,  ia 
'  the  opinion  of  the  Presideot.  to  move  a  force  at 
'  this  time,"  foorieen  days  only  before  the  ofdst 
which  I  have  quoted,  "into  the  Spaniih  poasess- 
'  Ions,  for  the  mete  purpose  of  chastising  the 
'  Semiaoles  for  the  depredations  which  they 
'  have  heretofore  eoamlited."    Aad  if  pnlicy  rt- 
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^rtd  ibis  alMliDeDee>  «b*t  shall  be  Mid  or  iKe 
ttimre  of  the  eipiul  of  West  Florida  when  these 
Indians  had  been  chasiiwd,  and  all  the  professed 
Bi^eta  tif  the  ioTasioD  of  their  tefriioTT  Bliainedl 
Such,  sir,  leas  the  exposkioa  giren  of  his  orden 
by  the  Presideui  bimself,  in  annouiiciiig  to  Con- 
gress ibat  he  bed  aDthorizcd  the  Amerieao  may 
tecrOMihe  Fkvida  line;  and,  notwitbsiaDdiag 
bit  tefliMl  to  eeBiofe  General  JaeksoD  for  diso- 
bef  iitg  them,  such  tnust  hare  been  the  eonstruc- 
tioD  Ki*«B  to  them  br  the  President,  wbeo,  on 
ibe  lltb  of  Aaguat  last,  he  ordered  ihe  testora- 
don  of  the  eooqnered  posts  aod  tenitorr  to 
Bpaio. 

MiKib,  Mr.  Cbalrtnio,  has  been  nid,  in  (he 
Mnine  of  this  debate,  of  the  motlTea  wnich  in- 
doeed  the  American  eommBDder  to  depart  from 
bis  orders.  An  honorable  colleague  of  mine, 
(Hr.  BtBBonn,)  while  be  has  asserted  that  ne- 
eessitf  woald  have  justified  Oeneral  Jackson,  has 
admilled,  althongh  he  means  to  vote  agaiaai  the 
resolniions  on  yonr  table,  that  there  eiisted  no 
such  necessity  for  aeizing  either  St.  Marks  or 
Peasacola.  He  has  told  us  that  t^ere  are  degrees 
tff  the  neeessit)'  which  would  warrant  the  seizare 
of  a  neatral  forliess  b^  a  mifiiarf  eominander. 
Sir,  neeenity,  which  is  withoat  law,  can  know 
Ua  degrees:  and  my  honorable  colleague  might 
n  "WeTl  allempi  to  resotre  doration  into  time,  or 
JnGniiy  into  space,  it  roch  necessity  into  degrees. 
With  the  moiires  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  etcept  as 
Iher  illustrate  bis  acts,  this  Honse  have  nothing 
lo  ao.  The  canformity  of  those  aetata  iheCon- 
Blhatlon  of  the  United  States,  is  the  subject  of 
oar  present  inquiry.  We  are  in  the  ball  of  the 
RepteaentatiTes  of  the  people,  asserting  their 
tights,  n  have  the  Conslituiion  adminisiered  ac- 
cording lo  its  true  spirit.  The  course  of  argu- 
ment or  my  collcBgne  would  be  strictly  penineni 
on  an  iAdictmeni  fbr  murder.  He  might  reduce 
the  offenee  lo  manslaughter,  or  to  excusable 
bomiehle.  Our  present  purpose  is  not  the  trial 
of  a  public  offender,  but  (he  maidieQaace  of  our 
own  OoDsiitutionat  powers,  ^r,  ihe  rery  worsi 
acts  baVe  been  done  wtib  the  rery  best  motivea. 
PoHlical  and  religlaos  enthusiasm  have  at  time* 
aabrerled  the  fairest  oonslitatioRs  of  Oorern- 
meot,  and  shrouded  Religion  herself  in  blood. 
I  repeat  it,  rir,  I  look,  in  ihts  inquiry,  to  higher 
olijeetstbfen  the  cfaaraeier  and  moiires  of  Oeneral 
Jackton-^io  our  Constilotion  and  laws — to  thi 
character  and  genius  of  ifae  American  people. 

The  doeiTiaes  of  our  opponents,  on  ibis  ques- 
tion, are  more  alarming,  if  posaible,  ihan  thr  — 
which  Ihey  seelL  to  jusiiFy  or  to  excuse. 
toy  honorable  cot  league  contended,  who  addressed 
the  Coramitiee  some  days  ago,  (Mr.  Smtth,)  a 
^elaralioD  of  war  is  nothing  more  than  "a  re- 
c<^ition  that  war  exials,"  what  becomes  of  the 
ConsiUuiional  aothority  of  Coogresj— of  all  the 
restraint*  which  the  Constitution  has  sought  to 
bnpone  on  ambitton,  improvidence,  and  corrup- 
tion, by  vesting  the  power  of  declaring  war  in 
the  Represent  all  ves  of  ifie  nation  7  The  eiam- 
plea  derived  from  the  practice  of  other  nations. 
Moong  whom  ilcGlantiont  of  war,  it  is  remarked 


by  Valtel,  have  fkllen  into  disDs^  are  JnapnticK- 
bfe  to  IM,  because  ihey  are  InconsisteBl  with  lh» 
nius  of  our  free  ConsliiDiJt)D. 
Alike  extraordinary  is  the  conelusion  of  mr 
eolleague,  ibal,  because  the  President  is  charges 
wjih  Ihe  execution  of  our  laws,  and  treaties  ar« 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  he  may  execaie 
wiibitt  the  territories  of  Spain  the  provisions  of 
a  Spanish  treaty  ;  or  the  yet  more  extraordinary 
doctrine,  that  all  the  poWera  of  this  Oovernment, 
which  inay  at  any  time  be  exercised  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  Slates,  »re  conceniered  ii 
the  hands  of  Ihe  Presideni.  This  Commiliee 
will  pause  before  it  sauclions  doctrines,  alike  sul^ 
■  'e  of  the  independence  and  laws  of  other  na- 
,  and  of  tbe  theory  and  maxims  of  our  own 
ConglitulioD. 

There  is  one  objection  urged  to  the  adoption  of 
Ihe  resoluilond,  which  I  deem  it  proper  to  notica 
before  I  quit  this  branch  of  my  inquiry.  It  baa 
been  said  by  our  opponents  that,  without  intend- 
ing it,  we  are  throwing  ibe  weight  of  our  opin- 
ions in  the  scale  of  a  foreign  natimi,  between 
whom  and  our  Oovernment  a  negotiation  is  de^ 
pending,  which  involves  qneaiioas  of  great  i»- 
porlance  to  the  public  prosperity. 

On  Ihe  other  hqnd,  several  bottorable  gentle- 
men, on  the  same  side  of  ihis  qnesiton  with  my- 
self, seem  to  have  regarded  il,  as  a  duiy  lo  them- 
selves, to  disavow  Ihe  direction  thus  given  to 
their  arguments,  and  to  express  senthDeuts  bor- 
dering, at  least,  on  hostility  to  Spain. 

Allow  me,  also,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  say,  that, 
although  Spain,  in  my  opinion,  has  given  bb 
amnle  cause  of  war,  1  am  decidedly  opposed  to  > 
declaration  of  hostilities  afainst  her.  We  elaim, 
I  understand,  as  our  western  booadary.  tbe  terri- 
tory west  of  ibe  Mississippi,  as  far  as  the  Rio  d<d 
Norte.  If  by  treaty  it  is  oats,  let  it  he  oaaa* 
pied  by  our  arras;  and,  having  taken  possesiioa 
of  (hai  which  belongs  to  us.  let  us  lender  to  Spain 
the  exchange  of  that  part  of  it  adjaoent  lo  hn 
Mexican  possessions,  for  Florida,  which  she  does 
not  waul,  and  which  would  be  to  tis  of  grcM 
value.  If  she  shall  now  reject  this  proposition, 
Ibe  time  must  speedily  arrive  when  she  will  p*t- 
eetve  it  to  be  her  interest  to  accede  to  it.  Sofkt 
would  1  go,  and  no  farther.  Not  from  any  ap- 
prehension of  Ihe  power  of  Spain,  but  forreaioo* 
of  policy,  loo  obvMSs  to  require  to  be  enforced. 
A  war,  even  with  Spain,  Would  cripple  thai  com- 
merce, on  the  prosperity  of  which  materially  d«- 
Gnds  the  future  growth  of  our  yet  infant  navy. 
sUch  a  war  we  would  hare  to  contend,  not 
with  Spain  atooe,  but  to  eucounter,  under  tfat 
disguise  of  a  Spanish  flag,  tbe  enterprise  and  r«- 
Bourees  of  France,  of  BiegUDd,  and  1  gready  fear 
of  some  of  the  meat  abandoiMd  of  our  own  oitiieetia. 
Having,  Mr.  Chairman,  consumed  so  much  of 
the  time  of  the  Committee  on  Ihe  first  propoaiiioBa 
which  I  proposed  to  soiiain,  I  shall  pass,  with  mow 
brevity,  over  the  last,  which  involves  the  charactec 
rather  than  ihe  Censtitniion  of  our  Gkrernmeat. 
In  Ihe  inquiry,  whether  the  rules  of  judicial  pro- 
ceeding in  the  [rial  of  military  officers  have  been 
waatoaly  diategardcd  in  ibe  trial  and  esecathm 
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oT  Arbuthnol  ■od  Ambrider,  an  uoexpecLed  dif- 
Seulif  is  suiied  by  our  appoDenti,  whu  qoeilioD 
wbciher  the  special-courl  which  tried  ihem  was 
*  cDiirE  marijal,  or  a  mete  board  of  officer*.  Ii 
was  Dot  sufficiem,  it  aecma,  ihai  Qenerat  JacksoD 
ioformed  ihe  Secreiar^  of  War  "thai  Arbuthoot 
and  Ambrisier  were  tried  Doder  hit  orders  bjr  a 
«peciai  court  of  select  officers ;  legalljr  convicted ; 
legally  coDdetDDedi  and  most  justly  pDoished:" 
or,  that  be  calls  the  court  a  court  loarlial  wher- 
«Ter  he  ipcaks  of  it,  wbeibet  In  hia  letters  or  his 
general  orders.  Hisrrieads,aclcDowledeiDgiheir 
utier  incapncitf  to  defend  him.  on  his  own 
etounds,  persist  in  deaomioaiiag  toe  court  a  mere 
board  of  officers.  lis  proceediogs  they  regard  bi 
sabjecl  to  no  le^I  reBlraiot ;  its  judgmentasiDere 
counsel  or  adrice,  submitted  to  the  di--- "■' —  -*■ 
th«  Qeneral,  to  be  altered  or  extended  : 
pleainre.  Is  ibcir  *iew  rben,  sir,  correct?  Were 
Arbutbnot  and  Ambriiter  tried  by  •  court  mar- 
tial, or  merely  eiamined  by  a  board  of  officers  "i 
A  court  martial  ia  either  a  general  court  for  the 
trial  of  all  offences  whatever,  or  a  regimeutal  or 
|atri*on  court,  for  the  trial  of  offences  not  cap- 
ital. The  former  must  coDsisl  of  five,  and  may 
constat  of  tbititen  officers.  The  latter  cannot  ( 
eeed  three.    A  prisoner  wa«  here  sentenced 


teen ;  it  was,  therefore,  'either  a  general  court 
mailial  or  no  courl  at  all.  A  general  court  mar- 
tial is  required,  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
to  coDsisl  of  "any  number  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers from  five  to  thirteen ;  but  it  shall  not  consist 
of  less  than  thirteen,  where  that  number  can  be 
convened  withoutmanlfest  injury  to  tbeservice." 
The  conrt  which  tried  ArbuionoiBDd  Ambrister 
consisted  of  tbifleen  officers,  with  a  supernnme- 
nry  appointed  to  act.  in  case  of  unforeseen  ab- 
MDce  or  incapacity  of  any  one  of  that  number. 
A  general  court  martial  is  required  to  have  a 
judge  advocate,  whose  duly  it  is  to  administer  to 
th«  officers  the  oalb  prescribed  by  the  sixly-nintk 
article  of  war,  and  to  act  a*  counsel  for  the  ac- 
cused as  well  as  ibe  court.  The  court  wbicb 
tried  Arbutbnot  and  Ambrister  had  a  judge  ad* 
Tocare,  who  admiaistered  the  oath  required  by 
lav,  and  interrogated  the  wit Desse&.  The  prisoner 
may  challenge  any  member  of  a  general  court 
martial  appointed  to  try  him.  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambriiter  were  called  upon  to  exercise  this  piir- 
ilege.  The  prisoner  before  a  courl  martial  is 
Ttgnlarly  arraigned  upon  charges  and  specifica- 
tions filed  against  bim.  So  were  Arbuthnol  and 
Ambrisier.  He  is  entitled  to  counsel  if  he  re- 
quires it.  Aibutbnot  made  application  for  eoua- 
•cl,  and  counsel  was  allowed  bim.  A  court 
nartial  sits  with  open  doors,  except  when  it  de- 
cides a  question,  and  then  the  doors  are  closed. 
So  proceeded  the  couit  which  tried  these  prison- 


ers,   A  court  martial  has  oolv  a  limited  jurisdi 
'    I,  both  as  to  offences  and  persoas.    "      ' 


. . .  ;t  decided,  for,  of  the  third  charge  and  speci- 
flcaiion  against  Arbutbnot,  the  courl  decided, 
"npon  ibe  suggestion  of  a  membttj  after  mature 
delitvraiioD,  that  ii  had  no  jurisdiction."  A  cooit 


martial  can  sit,  unksa  by  expreai  permission  ftota 
the  officer  creating  it,  only  beiween  certain  bonn 
of  the  day.  This  court  was,  by  order,  allowed  to 
•it  without  regard  to  hours.  In  the  organiiatioa 
of  a  general  court  marital  the  members  are  seated 
alternately,  according  to  rank,  on  each  side  of 
the  President.-  So  was  this  court  arranged.  A 
court  martial  records,  along  with  a  minute  of  it* 
proceedings,  all  the  testimony  laid  before  ti.  So 
did  this  court.  It  is  its  special  province  to  decide 
on  the  q^uilt  or  innocence  of  ihe  accused,  and  on 
the  punishment,  if  any,  which  shall  be  inSieted 
upon  tfaem.  Bo  was  this  court  required  to  d<k 
and  so  it  did.  A  general  court  tnartial  isrequirn 
to  pronounce  upon  every  charge  and  speciflcaiion 
exhibited  against  a  prisoner.  This  court  obeyed 
this  requisition  by  acquitting,  the  prisoner,  Ar- 
butbnot of  being  a  spy,  and  responding  to  all  ihe 
charges  and  specifications  against  hira  except 
thet.ofwhicbtbey  disclaimed  any  jurisdiction.  A 
general  court  martial  cannot  sentence  a  prieoaer 
to  death,  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thitda 
of  its  members.  A  concurrence  of  two-third*  of 
the  court  is  here  certified. 

It  was  a  general  court  martial,  convened  in 
virtue  of  a  general  order,  "for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating the  charges  exhibited  against  Arbuth- 
not and  Ambrister,  and  such  others,  similarly 
situated,  as  might  be  brought  before  ii."  It  i^ 
therefore,  denominated,  by  Qeneral  Jackson,  "a 
special  court."  All  its  proceedings  were  approved 
by  General  Jackson;  and  his  approval  showed 
that  his  order  bad  not  been  disobeyed.  And  yet, 
had  this  been  a  board  of  officers,  they  would  not 
have  presumed  to  make  txeepilon  to  ibeir  own 
jurisdiction,  over  any  matter  upon  whicb  their 
opinion  was  asked  by  ibe  commanding  General; 
nor  would  they  bare  invited  the  prisoner  to  chal- 
lenge any  oneof  their  number.  Asapernumerary 
officer  would  not  have  been  appoinlM  j  their  pro- 
ceedings would  not  have  been  with  open  doora; 
B  concurrence  of  two'lbirds  would  not  have  been 
required  to  be  certified ;  nor  would  an  exlensioa 
'  eir  hours  of  silting,  by  a  general  order,  have 
at  all  necessary.  Coniorming  in  so  many 
particulars  to  the  articles  and  usages  of  war,  it  u 
10  be  greatly  deplored  that  this  court  martia^  and 
the  Qeneral  who  convened  it,  departed  from  boib 
--  the  most  important  essentials  of  justice.  For 
ither  tbe  articles  of  war,  nor  the  treatises  on 
courts  martial,  authorized  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot 
r  Ambrister  by  the  court  which  tried  them. 
For  the  persons,"  says  Macomb,  "  who  are  snb- 
'  ject  to  the  military  lawii  of  the  United  Siotea, 
'  aod  amenable  to  be  tried  by  court*  martial,  art 
'  all  persons  who  are  commissioned,  or  on  pay,a( 
'  officers,  or  who  are  enlisted,  or  on  pav,  aa  non- 
commissioned officers  or  soldiers.  An  sutIcK 
and  retainers  to  the  camp,  and  all  persoas  what- 
soever, serving  with  the  armies  of  the  United 
Slates  in  the  field,  though  not  enlisted  soldicn^ 
'  all  military  storekeepers,  commissariea,  military 
'  agents,  surgeons,  surgeons'  mates,  paymastera, 
quatiermesters,  chaplains;  all  officers,  conduct- 
ors, gunners,  mairossei,  drivers,  or  other  persons, 
whalsoeter,  receiving  pay  or  hire  in  tbe  service 
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<,of  tlumrtillM7  or  eorpB  af  eegioMn  of  the  Uoi- 
'  tad  Sum,  sad  all  officer*  aad  soldiers  of  t.aj 
'  Dtber  troo|»,  whether  miliiia  ot  others,  being 
■mattered  and  in  pajrortheUaited  Sliiet,  vheo 
'.■Cling  in  eonjUDCItou  with  the  regular  forces," 
and  bjr  a  Bpeeial  act  of  Congress,  "  all  spies." 

Id  ibis  ennmara lion  of  peraona  spbjeat  to  the 
mnicancfl  of  an  American  conrt  martul,a  mw  eh 
Will  be  made  ioTaiaforadesctiptioacorrespoDd- 
iag  with  Arbutboot  and  Ambrister,  after  the 
fvrmet  had  been  acqnitled  of  being  a  spy.  Srta 
where  a  partieulat  offence  is  cognizable  by  a  court 
nartial,  the  ckaracier  "  of  the  person  determine* 
'  whether  it  majr  be  tried  by  a  ciril  or  military 
'  Iribnnal.  The  barboring  or  concealing  of  de- 
'  lerters  ii  a  civil  or  military  offence,  according  to 
'  tbs  slate  or  quality  of  the  persoD  nho  commits 
'  iu"  If  by  a  soldier,  it  may  be  tried  by  a  court 
martial;  if  by  a  cilizeo,  a  law  of  the  Uoiied 
States  ezpresaly  proride*  that  it  shall  be  tried  by 
a  eifil  court.  Tbe  same  doctrine  is  etiablisbad 
by  tbe  CoDBtitntion.  which  proridei,  ''that  no 
'  person  shall  be  bela  to  answer  for  a  capiul,  or 
'  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  present- 
'ment  oi  indictment  of  a  grand  jn'y,  ezcept  in 
'  cases  arising  tn  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  io  the 
'  militia,  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war 
*  or  public  danger." 

But  the  mode  of  trial  was  net  leas  exceptiona- 
ble than  the  jnrisdietion  of  the  courL  Tbe  pro- 
eecdfngs  of  the  court  ate  marked  alike  by  tbe 
exclusion  of  competent  testimony  offered  by  one 
of  the  accused,  and  by  the  admiiaton  of  ioeompe- 
Mitl  testimony  against  him.  The  following  rules 
of  erideace  are  laid  down  by  the  bekt  American 
author  on  this  lubjeet— an  author  to  whom  the 
Committee  ha*  relerrcd  as,  a*  in  common  use — 
and  who  is  known  to  this  House,  from  having 
received  its  thank*  for  hi*  distinguished  gallantry. 
"The  evidence,"  says  Macomb,  "on  ttials  bf 
court  martial,  is  tbe  same  that  is  required  in  civil 
proaceutions." 

"  In  all  eases  where  a  party  would  avail  him- 
'  self  of  the  incompetency  of  a  wiloess,  on  account 
'  of  bis  couTictian  of  a  crime,  it  is  necessary  that 
'  be  should  produce  to  the  court  the  record  of  con- 
'  riction,  or  a  sufficient  proof  of  ii."  Yei,  before 
any  trial,  the  tealimony  of  Ambriiter  was  reject- 
ed as  ineompeleot,  whan  offered  by  Arbuthnoi, 
in  his  defence. 

"Letters  of  correspondence  and  all  familiar 
'  writing*  must  be  proved,  upon  oath,. to  be  wiiu 
'  ten  by  the  person  of  whoae  handwtitiug  ibey 
'  are  alleged  U  be."  Yet,  the  letters  aacrihed  to 
Arbutbnot  ate  reeeived  as  evidence,  without  a 
ataadow  of  proof.  For  the  author,  from  whom 
thia  evidence  is  quoted,  also  adds,  that,  "  even  the 
'  eomparison  of  haadwriiings,  though  it  may  be 
'  uaefuUy  employed  in  the  detection  of  forgery, 
'  is  no  evidence  to  autheDiicate  any  writing  what- 
/  ever,  as  evidence,  iu  a  criminal  ptosccuiion." 

"An  attestation  of  a  witness  musi  be  only  to 
'  what  he  actually  knows,  from  bii  own  observa- 
'  tion  of  the  facts  m  iiBQe.  He  is  not  to  be  eiam- 
'  iaed  as  to  what  he  has  heard,  or  been  informed 
*of  by  othetaj  for  his  testimony  being  in  that. 


'case  a  reference  to  tbe  informatioa  of  another, 
'  who  is  not  upon  oath,  is  no  evidence  at  all." 
Tel,  in  the  ease  of  Arbutbaot,  the  hearsay  evi- 
dence of  Indians,  who,  a*  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  justly  remarks,  would  not  have  been 


'  evidence  is  regularly  hrooght,)Uid  to  form  opin- 
'  ions  of  these  is  tbe  provinec,  not  of  ibewiinen, 
'bnioftbejudgeoTJurorwhoistodecideihem.  No 
'  party  therefore  in  a  trial  ia  entitled  to  obtrude 
'  the  opinions  of  a  witness  upon  the  cottrL  or  to 
'  call  upon  a  witness  to  answer  qnesiioosof  opin- 
'  ion."  Tet  a  wilness,  Hambly,  a  Spanish  reao' 
gado,  thepartonal  and  open  enemy  of  the  prisoner, 
is  expressly  and  repeatedly  invited  by  the  conn, 
on  tbe  trial  of  Arbuthoot,  to  give  bis  optoion  of 
lbs  prisoner's  guilt  or  innocence. 

But,  admitting  the  prisoner*  to  have  been  le- 
gally tried  by  a  court  of  competent  Juriadiction, 
and  legally  condemned,  the  ezecniionof  Ambri*- 
ler  was  in  defiance  of  the  sentence  of  the  court, 
and  a  mockery  of  its  authority.  An  honorable 
colleague  of  mine  (Mr.  Shttb)  has  eoaieuded 
.that  there  were  two  sentences  in  tbe  latter  ease, 
and  justifies  ihe  approval  of  the  first,  which  con- 
demned the  prisoner  to  deaib.  becattse  the  last 
was  ill^al.  '■  Tbe  judgment  of  a  court  martial 
'  is  always  under  its  own  control,"  says  Maeomb, 
'  until  it  is  eommunicaied  to  the  officer  by  whom 
'  it  is  convened."  In  this  caac^  ihe  flrii  judgment 
was  reconsidered.  The  reconsideration  restond 
the  court  and  the  prisoner  to  tbe  same  situation 
in  which  tbey  bad  stood  before  any  seateaoe 
whatever  was  pronounced  j  and  the  final  jadg- 
meat  was,  therefore,  tbe  only  judgment  of  the 
coort  This  judgment  sentenced  the  prisoner  to 
be  whipped  and  to  hard  labor. 

General  Jackson  "disapproved  the  reconsider* 
alion,  appfoved  the  finding  and  first  sentence  of 
the  court,  and  otderetl  Ambriiter  to  be  shot."  . 
Had  he  authority  to  do  soT  '■  With  tbe  appoint- 
ment or  eoDsiiiutioi)  of  tbe  court  martial."  says 
the  high  authority  I  have  already  quoted,  "the 
'  power  of  the  officer  over  tbe  prisoner  cease* 
'  until  that  court  shall  have  pronounced  judg- 
'  menL  The  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
'  General,  can  no  more  interfere  in  tbe  procedure 
'  at  couM*  martial,  in  tbe  execution  of  their 
'  duty,  than  they  can  with  any  of  the  fixed  courts 
'  of  justice ;  nor,  even  after  the  court  martial  baa 
'  proDOunced  its  sentence,  is  it  io  the  power  of 
'  tbe  President,  General,  or  other  officer  ordering 
'  the  court,  to  add  to  or  alter  that  sentence  in  any 
'  one  particular,  unless  a  recommendalioo  to  that 
'effect  shall  he  therein  contained.  The  Fteai- 
'  dent,  or  Commander-in-ebief,  in  virtue  of  hi* 
'  prerogative  of  mercy,  .may  entirely  remit  the 
'  punbhmeut  which  the  court  has  awarded,  or, 
'  by  disapproving  the  senienee,  he  may  order  the 
'  court  to  sit  again,  and  to  review  their  proceed- 
*  ioga  and  judgment:  but  be  can  no  more  decree 
'  any  particular  afteiation  of  their  sentence  than 
'  he  can  alter  the  judgment  of  a  civil  court,  or 
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'Aa-ftiiittatmjaiT"  ArbuliaM  an^  Anbrw- 
Hr  -mtftj  ibnvTsM,  tried  by  ■  cowl  or  iMompa- 
uai  jwMdieiioD.  Th*  fermet  wn  eogdvuMd 
upon  iUegal  erMcflcc,  %ai  the  taUf  r  exMUed  by 
ndet  of  ibe  «amtMadtiif  GcMral,  m  defluea  of 
the  jvdpBHilof  ft  eoartof  biaowB  ■ppoiBtawat; 
■11  o(  wboM  proeeediDga  he  Rppiored,  except 
their  eingle  «et  of  mercy— tbe  reeooM deration  of 
chdi  aemenee  agaiMt  Ambrialer. 

Tbe  general  order  of  ibe  Sthh  of  April,  com- 
Dundiof  ibe  imKcdiaie  exeeoiioa  of  Arbathaoi 
an!  AntKiMer,  mMODtanned  evea  lo  tbii  day, 
My,  more  ihaa  tacitly  approTed,  iig  lit.  Chair- 
maa,  a  tlaia  en  the  reoords  of  the  judicial  pro- 
ecediop  of  Ihit  nation,  to  tbe  inncaritr  of  tbe 
hoMT  and  life  of  ercry  offioer  and  »aldier  of  tbe 
araiee  of  tbe  United  Ekalei.  and  of  erery  ciiisea 
of  Anerica,  who  may  be  lej[ally,  or  olberwice, 
nt^ted  to  Ibe  judgment  ofa  eoari  martial ;  a 
proceeding  wbiea  imperioody  calls  for  the  inter- 
peeition  of  the  aalboriiy  of  CoDgreia,  in  order 
ihnt,  inilead  of  being  convened  ioto  e  precedent 
for  lutore  imitalion,  ii  may  be  ahonned  ts  an  ob- 
ject of  abhocrenoe.  Sir,  It  is  no  little  eante  of 
nlaim  lo  behold  the  highest  nilitary  court  of 
criminal  juMice,  wbicb  should  be  the  shield  of 
innoctBce,  eonrerled  into  a  rod  of  oppression. 
While  1  litlened  with  cqtitl  attentioa  and  deligbt 
to  die  eloqaentand  able  argumeni  of  my  honor- 
able friend  from  New  York,  I  tbongbt  ihal  eren 
Iw  nnderrated  the  teeority  which  a  military  eenrt 
n  designed  lo  afford  to  an  innocent  prisoDer.  I 
iboi^t  be  supposed  that  a  miliuty  judge  was 
Mt  aworn  to  discharge  (he  duties  of  his  offiee 
viUi  fidelity  and  imparliality.  [Mr.  8-roHaa 
aroH  to  explain.  He  had  remarked,  be  said,  that 
the  char|«i  were  not  sworn  to  on  which  a  pris- 
oner was  arretted.}  I  misundersiood  my  honor- 
able friend,  said  Mr.  Manoan ;  but  even  here  the 
charge  must  be  tanotioned  by  Ibe  honor  of  an 
offiacr.  A  geaeral  eoait  msriial  dmvee  its  ap- 
MlaiBcni  from  the  sonnd  diseretloa  of  the  highest 
mlUiary  aMbority  in  an  army;  its  seaienee  is 


any  offlocr  who  sbontd  seek,  I 


inoperative  aniil  it  reoei* e«  his  approbation ;  aDd 

■" "—  sbontd  seek,  by  the  ' 

mitt,  to  gtaiify  secret 
or  n'atigntty,  would  render  htoHclf  odious  to  his 
whole  corps. 

Tbe  iogennily  of  my  faonotable  colleague  (Hr. 
' 1)  will  lo  Tain  attempt  to  discover  an  anad- 


1^0  reported  Major  Andre  lo  be  a  spy  were  not 
eonatilnted  a  court  martial,  but  if  ibey  had  been, 
Ihcir  aentence  was  not  disregarded.  The  gentle- 
man will  lam  in  vain  to  ihe  anntb  of  the  Rcro- 
IntioQ  for  a  precedent  to  extenuate  the  eaormilv 
of  this  whole  proceeding.  We  hare  been  asked, 
"whence  this  sympalby  for  two  British  prison- 
erel"  Sir,  my  sympathy  is  not  with  ihem,  but 
with  onr  violated  laws.  The  people  have  seated 
ns  by  the  fountain  of  justice,  and  ohar^  ns  to 
preecrre  its  purity  from  eoatamioation.  Bxira- 
ofdinary  and  alnrmiag  at  arc  the  doctrines  of 
martial  taw  maiDiaincd  in  ihia  debate,  there  is 
yet  sOTne  consolation  in  perceiving  thai  tini  op- 


peamta  hava^dcMHd  it  DacaNary  to  lalM  a  de«Ue 
poBud }  nad,  lest  the  judgment  of  the  coart  mat- 
tial  sboold  Ml  iosuia  she  ezecmion  of  tbe  pris- 
onen,  they  bare  reeorted  tothe  broad  right  et  r- 
talialwtt— which  bri^s  me  to  the  last  propMlim 
that  I  dndertook  to  mainiata— that  ib«  neons- 
umed  clemeaey  of  this  aaiioB,  maaifceied  In  all 
foraaer  wnrs,  has  been  discefMdad  ia  the  lata 
Seminole  campaign,  by  the  azeeollw  in  ebU 
blood  of  nnresisiiBg  captives,  soljceted  lo  one 
anas  by  the  ebanee  of  war.  Without  JaqoiriM 
into  tbe  manner  in  which  the  two  Svinaee  cbicti 
were  decoyed  into  our  grasp  by  the  nee  of  the 
Britiah  flag,  or  Arbudinot  was  dragged  from  be- 
neath the  protection  of  ibe  neuiral  flag  of  Bpain— 
acts  which,  coupled  with  the  inoceeding  tragedy, 
imboe  its  dotiag  eoene  with  deeper  horror—^  «t- 
leriy  protest  against  tbe  application  which  bai 
been  made  of  tbe  exploded  usages  of  war  to  jue* 
tify  Ihme  barbaritiee.  Nor  will  I  disliagoish  be- 
tween the  treaiiMttt  of  oni  Indian  and  whiu 
ptisogers— a  distinction  which,  until  this  debate, 
was  never  heard  within  tbe  cooneils,  nor  knttwn 
oatil  the  late  Seminole  war,  in  the  ptnetiee  of 
this  natioD,  or  of  aoy  of  the  nmneraaa  Statci  af 
which  it  is  composed.  Tbe  dooiriae  that  Am- 
brialer was  not  enliiled  to  be  legarded  as  a  prm- 
onet  of  war,  because  he  had  no  comnuniow  tram 
his  own  Bovermgn,  worid  have  equally  applied, 
as  the  select  eoromitiee  have  ranarked,  to  the 
most  distingaisbed  officers  of  o«r  RerolotioB} 
men  to  whom  tbe  vcnenUe  Coagrcsa  of  that  day 
voted  Staines  and  aionuments,  and  whom  on 
enemy,  in  all  the  piide  of  his  power,  dared  not 
bat  reapacL  Tbe  other  declvine  of  my  honorable 
e^ea^,  (Mr.  Bictth,)  thai  Ambrialer  had  na 
eommissfn  from  the  Indiwi  naiiou,  lo  which  he 
anilMl  his  arms,  is  disproved  by  an  authority 
which  lie  himself  will  admit>-fay  the  cba^e  M 
which  the  prisoner  plead  gvUlv,  and  upon  which 
be  was  condemned  to  be  shot  by  his  proeeciMarf 
ibecharge  of  leading  and  com  maud  i  tag  the  Lowat 
Greek  ladtans  ia  carrying  on  a  war  ageinat  ihe 
United  States— unless,  indeed,  it  be  contended 
ihai  he  eomnninded  and  led  bis  forcae  vritfaow 
their  eoneent.  The  crime  of  aiding,  ahetiiag, 
and  comforting  ibemj  on  which  Ihe  remainiag 
ehaigc  was  foanded  is  evidcatly  metged  ia  (ha 
heavier  aeeoeaiion  m  which  he  plead  guiltyt  *nd 
which  he  sought  at  least  to  justify.  Aad  a,  sii^ 
ihc  WW  was  ieftnsive  on  the  part  of  iheee  na- 
iMppy  Indians,  a  iiutifieatiaa  Hiote  complete  in 
all  its  parts  coulir  not  be  well  imagined.  The 
beaeht  of  that  jastticatloa  would  alike  extend  to 
Arbwibaot,  a  mere  trader  in  the  usnal  enhj^c**  *f 
Indian  commerce,  ainee  ibey  bare  laid  down  the 
boW  and  arrow,  and  reeoited  for  snheistence  as 
well  as  lecnrity  lo  the  mn^t  wai  rifle,  if  be  bad 
not  in  fitet  diseonaienanced  their  reetstaoce  of  a 
force  that  he  saw  muit  overwhelm  ibem. 

Who,  sir,  were  the  other  capiires  eoBdeiaaed 
to  death  1  It  has  been  said  of  some  of  tbe 
Bnwanee  ehiefs,  that  be  was  the  author  of  tbe 
massacre  of  Scott's  delachmeni,  dmroyed,  at  I 
have  proved,  in  that  Indiau  territory  which  our 
umy  was  not  only  ptcfwring  ta  invade,  b«t  bad, 
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te  fast,  uftdeflj  Mrf  ib«  ptttiei)MnioD  of  ibii 
abief  in  lln  Uloodr  inatncre  whicii  closed  this 
aemf,  U  Dmintattted  bf  iny  proof  wbiterar. 

A*  to  hn  tfnfbtiaiiatc  cmurade,  ihe  Indiui 
Ptophrt,  wbml  mt«  hJi  impmn)  erioieg?  That 
ke  vat,  bimarif,  tbf  vtetina  of  auperalitioa  j  thai 
]i«  drlddvd  liii  wretched  foltowers.  Such  was 
the  guilt,  tk,  of  all  the  aagni^  and  toolhnyeri 
of  ue  aDcisnt  repablioa,  lomethnM  Piattrrs, 
Gounb,  and  Diciaion,  not  to  Rome  alone,  but 
ts  a  coaquered  world.  A  guilt,  in  which  11 
alill  JDTolred  thfOe-foarihs  of  the  human  rac 
ntuif  of  whbcQ  yet  groan,  in  dtles,  in  palaei 
and  leinples,  benratb  a  lupentitioo,  compered 
villi  whichj  Ibd  reiigioi)  of  Ihe  waDdering  in- 
InbitanlBof  oarwatero  wildi  is  siiil  pie,  peaceful, 
•nd  eottaolaMry.  Oi  did  his  guilt  connsi,  ia  re- 
Mrning  borne  with  a  foreign  commiuioo,  after 
kamog  ordued  ihe  Atlaatie  in  qoeit  of  aid,  to. 
■luiafo  tbeaiaking  loTtDDe  of  bi>  tribe?  Ha*  it, 
tben,  beeorae  «  crime,  in  our  day,  to  lore  our 
wantty  ;  lo  plead  her  wroogt ;  lo  maintaiD  her 
rigbtt;  or  to  die  in  her  deftn««1  Sir,  bad  aot 
the  Qod  I  wonhip,  a  Qod  of  mctoy  ■■  wdl  re 
inilfa,  taught  me  to  forgive  mine  enemtesj  did 
b»,  aa  the  Oreal  Spirit  whoiD  th«  Semioote 
adereii  atlaw  ma  to  indulge  reTengcj  were  I 
»B  Indian,  I  aronld  awear  eternal  hatred  to  your 
fsee.  Wbai  erlmea  bare  they  committed  ngaiBBl 
Uv  thai  we  hmve  noi,  with  Hperior  dtitl,  ptae- 
tiwM  opon  them  7  Whhher  are  tbejr  sonel 
How  tnaajF  of  them  have  been  sent  lo  untimely 
gmvesl  How  many  drinn  from  thair  hwfal 
pwaewiotw  t  Their  tribet  and  their  very  namei 
are  a  I  most  ex  li  net.  liiIyhonorableciytleagae,(Mr. 
BAKioon,)  who  chl&n  from  ns  on  this  question — 
m*  honorable  friend  I  will  eaH  him,  for  he  in- 
spired that  KMimenl,  while  be  eloqoently  de- 
aviibcd  the  wrong*  and  BaSetings  of  this  un- 
^'    m  reoe— will  not  condemn  in  a  poor  Semi- 

.J  IndMn  that  tore  of  country,  of  which,  if  it 
ioAnd  a  crime,  m  man  ii  more  guilty  than 
kimsetf.  Bet  it  ■tenabeWatan  Indian.  The 
Buwanee  chief,  his  comrade,  was  to  too.  Ar- 
bdlhnot  and  Ambmicr,  who  iixpired  tfacit  ooan- 
atla  and  led  Ihem  to  eembai,  fere  to  be  r^arded 
tt  ifaentatlrea,  and.  nndci  the  law  of  relaliatioD, 
they  **f^  all  liable  to  adtci  death,  at  the  plea- 
fe«re  ofOeneral  Jackioa.  And  thus,  Mr.  Ch&it' 
man,  the  eleuoeacir  which  bai  been  obeerred, 
ftr  two  deBt«Tte^  in  all  our  eeaSieti  with  the 
aboriginea  of  America,  ft  at  lauth  dUeoiered 
to  have  been  ah  impolitic  abandonraeni  of  the 
rlghta  wbieh  we  detire  from  the  lawa  and  nsagea 
tfwaT.  Nay,  air,  the  viciorics  of  all  our  former 
toaamanden,  mall  oifaer  ladlaa  #an,  are  cast  into 
the  shade,  in  order  to  magnjfy  the  V&cX  of  lhi« 
new  poltey.  In  the  hard-iooght  battle  of  Point 
Pleasant,  in  which  1  hare  heard  that  three  hun- 
dred Virginians  fell,  my  coUea^ne  (Mr.  Bmytb) 
lelli  ns,  that  only  eighteen  Indiaa  warrion  were 
found  dead  on  the  field.  Before  the  impetaotu 
ebaige  of  the  gallant  Wayne,  bat  twenty  felL 
At  Tippecanoe,  but  thirtv.  On  the  banks  of  the 
Tallapoosa,  Geneial  Jaeiaon  left  eight  hundred 
IdAiln*  lead.    Sir,  it  is  enasolatory  lo  hnmeaiiy 
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to  look  twf  ood  these  field*  of  slaughter,  lo  the 
peace  which  followed  them,  the  only  otgect  of  a 
jast  war.  From  ihe  battle  of  Point  Pleasant  to 
the  present  du,  Indian  hoatiliiies  have  ceased 
in  Virginia.  The  rietoriea  of  Wayne  led  to  the 
treaty  of  Oreeorille,  and  was  followed  by  a  peace 
of  eighteen  years.  The  [tealies  of  Hopewell,  of 
New  ITorkiaad  of  Coleraln,. preceded  by  no  bat- 
tles, were  succeeded  by  a  peace,  wbieh,  with  the 
Creeks  and  Bemiaoles,  it  required,  afier  the  lapse 
of  aioeteen  years,  another  British  war  to  disturb ; 
and  which,  with  the  Chocuw  and  Chickasaw 
Indiaas,  endures  to  tbis  moment.  While  the 
splendid  victory  of  Talapoosa,  and  the  treaty  of 
Fori  JaeksoD,  have  not  yet,  it  is  said,  secured  to 
us  peac^  although  aided  by  our  new  code  of 
retaliation,  and  its  practical  commeniary,  the 
execution,  in  cold  blood,  of  four  Indian  captives, 
Hr.  Chairann,  it  bis  been  justly  remarked, 
that  Ihe  only  lawful  end  of  retaliation  is  lost  on 
an  Indian  foe.  Death  has  no  ierrots  for  a  North 
American  savage.  Huntina  and  war  are  bin 
delight.  He  hates  Ubor.  You  may  punish  bitn 
by  reqairiag  him  to  oonslruei  another  wigwam, 
by  laying  waste  bis  cornfields,  or  destroying  the 
fruits  of  his  harvest.  So  fat  our  retaliation  bat 
bitberlo  gone.  And  the  peace  which  it  haa 
pmchasea  has  evinced  its  effieacy.    The  Indian 


ship  by  praaents;  and,  by  ki n dn ess,  soft e n ed  his 
ferocity.    Why  not  persevere?    With  him  re- 
venge 1*  lawful.    By  departing  from  the  maxims 
observed  in  all  former  wars,  we  shall  rival  our 
savage  foe  in  cruelty,  without  his  apoltyy  to 
plead  in  its  extesuaiion. 
I  admit  the  power  of  a  military  commander  to 
■t  his  prigoBCfs  to  death,  but  I  deny  his  right, 
loman  has  a  right,  derived  from  Qod  or  nature, 
to  practise  erneliy  or  injustice ;  and  all  needless 
severity  is  both  najiHi  and  cruel. 
The  law  of  nations  sanction*  no  such  preten- 
ms.    Two  of  oat  Indian  treaties  furnish  a  more 
vrecl  exposition  of  this  law,  than  our  adversa- 
ries have  done.    "  It  is  understood  (said  the  old 
Congress  and  their  Indian  allies)  that  the  pua- 
ishment  of  the  ionoeeot,  under  the  idea  of  retal- 
iation, is  Hniusl."  ''A  nation  (says  Vaiiel)  may 
pUniah  another,  which  has  done  her  an  injury, 
if  the  latter  refuses  to  give  her  ■  just  satisfac- 
tion ;  but  she  haa  not  a  rjght  to  extend  the  pen- 
'  ally  beyond  what  her  safety  requires.    Retail- 
'  alien,  wbieh  it  unjust  between  private  persons, 
would  be  more  so  between  nations;  because  it 
wonld,  in  the  latter  case,  be  difficult  to  make 
'  the  paniskoaent  fall  ou  those  wbo  luddoi>e  the 
'  'njury." 

Wherarer  this  humane  writer  seems  to  con- 
Iradiet  this  dotlrine,  as  when  be  sanctions  the 
departure  from  the  ustgeB  of  civilized  warfare, 
to  retaliate  on  oatioos  who  disr^ard  them,  it  is 
to  brtl^|  those  nations  back  lo  reason  and  con- 
scieitee.  If  tbis  be  impossible,  the  retaliation  is 
unjustifiable. 

Would  you  make  slaves  of  Algetine  captives 
beeaasc  the  Turks  enslava  their  oh tislian  prison- 
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tnl    Earope  hu  Dever  thus  ntalikted  on  Ibe 
8wte>  of  Bartwrr.    How   speedily    would   ihe 

Cielleeof  ibis  doeirioe  repluoge  the  world  id 
rbarism.  Ib  refasing  to  wage  war  far  rtvtngt, 
andbleodingmartialcourlesywiib  valor,  SDaiioD 
adTBDtes  her  (rue  gtorf.  That  eDemy  is  most  lo 
bedrMded,  who  eooquen  by  his cletneocjru  well 
as  bis  aword.  "  Who,  tbongb  the  Uon  in  combat, 
tbe  battle  ODce  ended,  has  tike  heart  of  a  lamb." 
Such  has  ever  been  the  character  of  an  Amerj- 
cao  soldier, and  socb,  I  irost,  Mr.  Cbairman,  will 
eonliaue  to  be  the  Ixiast  of  our  arms. 

How  graiifiring  will  it  hereafter  be  to  ihefeel- 
JDES  of  this  Q8tioB,io1ookiDf  back  ooihe  course 
ot  ihit  debate,  when  all  its  itritatioa  shall  bare 
•nbsided,  to  perceive  that  the  most  laborious  re- 
•careh  into  the  past  historf  of  ourcouDirr,  from 
the  first  period  al  which  our  raifaers  landed  on 
this  cqniinenl,  down  to  the  late  Seminole  war, 
has  not  been  able  to  furnish  a  solitary  example  of 
the  execution  of  an  Indian  eaptlTej  in  cold  blood. 
Usage  is  the  best  expositor  of  oalional  law,  and 
Ihe  usage  of  two  centuries  excludes  ibis  new  law 
of  retaliation  from  the  humane  code  of  America. 

It  has  been  urged  br  one  of  m  j  honorable  col- 
leagues, (Mr.  Smttb,)  to  whooe  argument  I  haf  e 
often  had  oecasion  to  adTeit,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  the  glory  of  a  Dation  eoneitti  of  (he 
fame  of  its  great  men.  I  had  thought  it  more 
eom  pre  hens  I  re.  That  it  embraced  all  Ihe  bles- 
aingi,  moral  and  physical,  with  which  tba-moni- 
ficence  of  Heaven  has  crowned  thelolof  any  peo- 
ple. The  extent  of  their  lerritocy,  the  salubrity 
of  their  climate,  the  fertiliiy  of'^ their  soil,  tbe 
multitude  and  Tariely  of  its  productions,  the 
•cenery  of  their  country,  its  capaeions  baye,  iti 
noble  rirers,  its  lofty  monotaini ;  their  commerce, 
their  arts  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war,  their  man- 
ners, their  customs,  iheir  institution*,  their  laws, 
(heir  moralli<|r  and  piety,  and  the  wide  diffusion 
of  their  happiness.  With  tis,  sir,  (be  security  of 
all  these  blessings,  that  which  stamps  ou  ihem 
their  durable  value,  is  our  excellent  conatiiution 
of  Qoverument.  This  is  the  cement  of  our 
Union,  Ihe  spring  of  our  eommeree,  the  shield  of 
OUT  security,  the  pledge  of  our  paaee,  (he  guardian 
of  our  freedom.  Whatever  other  sonrces  of  dis- 
tinction we  may  possen,  thejr  will  be  found  to 
be  contained,  at  last.  In  our  liberty.  From  this 
aonrce,  distinguished  men  have  doubtless  sprung, 
and  will  be  multiplied  in  atl  future  lime.  But  let 
tu  not  mistake  the  frail  for  the  tree ;  and,  adract- 
ed  by  the  lustre  of  the  one,  leave  tbe  oihtr  to  per- 
ish by  neglect. 

In  tbe  progress  of  my  argument,  I  perceive, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  hare  aniicipatcd  my  last 
proposition,  and  have  removed,  I  trusi,  the  neces- 
sity of  offering  any  further  reasons  in  support  of 
the  reiointions  on  your  table.  Of  those  which 
are  immediately  practical,  one  will,  I  hope,  fur- 
nish an  addilional  sanction  lo  tha  ackBowledged 
law  of  nations,  which  forbids  a  belligeient  to 
eoltr  a  neutral  territory,  wiihoot  permissfoa,  ex- 
cept in  fresh  pursui(  of  a  fiying  enemy  J  and  tbe 
other,  which  requires  (be  assent  of  the  Presideni 
of  (he  United  States  (o  sanction  thi  execution  of 


a  prisoner  of  wBr,on  the  suppoaiiion  tbni  beaaf 
be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  extends  the  aecwiis 
for  huroau  life  very  little  fartlier  than  tbepicsfM 
articles  of  war.  Following  the  Americaa  May 
everywhere,  ibey  now  re<qoire  tb«(  no  jufaptai 
of  a  court  martial,  in  time  of  pesee,  ioflictii| 
capital  punishment,  shall  be  executed,  nniiliiki 
received  the  approbaiJOD  of  (he  President. 

Mr.  CoLBTOM  said  that  be  rose  *t  tliat  laup- 
riod  of  the  debate,  trusting  that  the  CoBwnt 
would  excuse  his  (respnssmg,  for  ■  sfaoit  tiat 
upon  their  attention,  whilst  he  diaehugtrf  ik 
duty  to  himietf,  his  coostituents,  nnd  his  eomiry, 
by  expressing  liis  sentiment*  oa  this  impanaat 
qnestiOD,  inrolviag,  as  i(  did,  tbe  ConatintiM 
and  laws  of  the  couo(ry.  In  the  inTcstigatioB^ 
it,  he  would  not  be  deterred  fVom  cxpreaai^Ui 
opinion  freely,  either  by  the  dcclnntJDiu  of  liMt 
Jiigh  in  authority,  that  General  Jackson's  cm^dci 
must  be  defended,  or  by  (he  character  of  Ike  in- 
dividual  who  was  the  subject  of  this-  inveatiga- 
tioo,  or  by  any  of  (hose  means  whieb  had  been 
used  to  prevent  (be  expression  of  disapfraibatiu 
by  those  who  thought  his  conduct  cansDiabifc 

He  would  not  deny  thai,  in  (he  defence  of  He« 
Orleans,  General  Jackson  had  rendered  impatiaal 
military  services,  and  had  (bus  neqaired  a  hi^ 
reputation  with  hie  cooniryraen ;  bat  this  i»- 
dered  il  (he  more  necessary  siricilr  lo  acmiiaat 
his  conduct,  for  Ihe  history  of  thn  world  woaU 
show,  that  wherever  the  libertiea  of  a  nattM  had  i 
been  subverted,  it  was  always  done  by  liiam  thi  I 
splendor  of  whose  actions  nad  aereentd  from 
censure  their  first  violations  of  tbe  Uw*  and  «fr 
stiiulion  of  their  conniry.  He  sbonld.  (herefim 
proceed  to  tbe  invesiigalion'Of  QeDeml  Jackssa^ 
conduct  in  the  Seminole  wari  and  i^  in  the 
eoorse  of  it,  ha  found  thai  he  had  violated  tbi 
CoDsliluiion,  infringed  (he  laws,  disregarded  hii 
order*,  and  adopted^  as  a  rule  of  auioat,  pria» 
pies  at  variance  With  those  bwi^  ■"'  "^  ■''  tba 
received  opinions  of  (hit  ptopk,  be  sboald  not 
hesitate  to  express  his  nuu  decided  disappvolin- 

Sir,  had  an  ordinary  maa  said  that  lb«  GoTC^ 
nor  of  an  independeni  Slate  had  no  rtgbi  to  ism 
a  military  order  to  the  militia  at  tbat  Stt(^  nn- 
der  hi*  command,  whilst  an  officer  of  iba  Uaiied 
States  was  in  service,  we  abould  have  sauled  at 
his  ignorance  of  our  peculiar  form  of  Qovetn- 
meal ;  but  tbe  same  doctrine,  comina  frou  Qtt- 
eral  Jackson,  becomes  dangerous.  Had  oneisdi- 
vidual  indulged  in  the  same  style  of  corrcspocii- 
ence  with  anotbef  individual,  which  is  used  ii 
the  leltera  (o  the  Qovemor  of  Georgia,  we  shoaU 
have  considered  it  rude;  buL  cofQiag  froB  t 
General  io  the  service  of  the  UBi(ed  Slates,  sal 
that  officer  General  Jackson,  i(  has  an  a«Ii^ 
squinting  lowards  tbe  degradation  of  Staicat- 
ihorities — (he  proslration  of  Slate  sorereigsu^ 
with  (he  preservalion  of  which  is  connected  iki 
heal  inierests  of  this  Dation.  And,  finally,  kaJa 
man  unknown  lo  fame  executed  two  indivi^aeK 
wi(hou(  any  law  of  this  nalion  to  jostifr  >^  *" 
should  have  found  no  difficulty  in  givinf  »  thn 
deed  a  name;  but,  when  it  is  done  aada  clua 


HISTOBT  OF  C0KGBBS8. 


rSbinRofa  War. 


H.or  R. 


of  military  avtborilTj  it  eoDiritotea  s  poliiioal 
offence  of  a  isneti  nigber  ind  more  dangeroas 
'  D&tare.  Sach  aeti,  he  man  confess,  ronsed  all 
'  fail  jealouiy  of  miliiary  pover  and  military nmr- 
I  patioD*. 

'  Mr.  C.  nid  he  iroald  hare  occnp^ed  the  floor 
'  at  ID  earlier  period  of  the  debaie,  had  it  been 
'  practicable;  bdt  the  vert  able  Tiewa  which  bad 
been  taken  of  the  generBl  sabjeci,  part  tea  la  rlv  by 
the  hoQorabU  Speaker,  the  eenlleman  from  New 
Tork,  (Mr.  Storrb,^  and  nii  friend  whi 


£  receded  him,  whilst  it  left  him  Hide  to  say,  gave 
im  reason  to  rejoice  that  hi)  wishes  bad  not 
been  gratified.  He  would  not  faiigua  ihe  Cum- 
mittee  bjr  goioe  orer  the  ground  that  had  been 
so  ablr  occupied,  but  would  principallf  eoofine 
taimself  to  luch  riews  as  bad,  from  the  hnrrjr  of 
debaie,  eieaped  those  gentlemen  who  had  prece- 
ded him,  or  noi  been  sulfieieBlIr  ni^ed  by  ihem, 
frotn  a  want  of  time. 

The  power  of  declaring  war  had,  for  the  wisest 
Kaaons,  been  confided,  b;  tbeframertof  theCon- 
Btitmion,  lo  Congress;  and  jrel  we  hare  seen  the 
prorinee  of  a  oaitoo,  wiib  whom  we  were  at  peace, 
lavaded  ;  her  fortresses  besieged  and  siorraea  ;  her 
towns  taken  ;  the  blood  of  her  citizens  shed ;  her 
Qovernment  subrerted  ;  her  laws  abrogated  ;  ihe 
cJTil  power  usurped,  and  those  soldiers  who  hsd 
been  placed  there  to  preserre  her  anihorit)'  nod 
enforce  her  laws,  sent  off  from  the  ptorioce  they 
were  intended  to  defend,  and  all  this  wiihonianr 
act  of  Congress  to  warrant  it. 

If  these  were  not  acts  of  war,  he  knew  not 
what  were ;  and  yei,  as  he  before  obserred,  Con- 
gresa  bad  not  been  consulted.  He  had  do  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  this  was  the  most  flagrant 
and  palpable  TioUiion  of  the  Gonsii  lotion— the 
moat  Tiolent  encroachment  vpon  the  rights  of 
that  HoU!e,  which  had  erer  occurred  tn  this 
country;  an  encroach meni,  loo,  not  depending 
npon  a  literal  consir net! on  of  the  Canstitaiion, 
but  was  the  assnmpiion  of  a  power  expressly 
withheld  from  any  other  braneh  of  the  Oovern- 
menl  (han  Congress;  as  soeh,  be  entered  bis  pro- 
test against  it,  and  expressed  for  it  his  moai  entire 
diMpprobalioD.  The  Consiitotion  then,  sir,  has 
been  riolaied;  let  us  see  whether  this  riolalion 
has  proceeded  immediately  from  Ihe  Execoiire 
or  from  Qeoera]  Jackson, 

With  regard  to  entering  Florida,  much  nalioaal 
law  had  been  i^aoled  to  justify  the  measure;  but 
all  those  principles  apply  to  soiereign  Power*, 
■ndonly  serve  to  show  that  this  nation,  in  its 
high  locereign  capacity,  would  bare  had  a  right 
to  ordei  iia  armies  inio  that  province,  without 
yiTiog  just  canse  of  offence  to  Spain.   But  where 
It  thia  aoTcreign  power  lodged  by  the  Consiitu- 
lion  of  Ibis  country?    In  Coogress,  nnqaestion- 
aUy,  and  net  in  the  Biecutive.    I  am  not  pre- 
pared, however,  to  say  that,  being  once  inroived 
'   10  war  with  the  Seminoles,  the  Executive  had 
'   BO  rixhi,  even  under  our  form  of  Governmeot, 
'   to  order  the  troops  into  Florida,  without  ibeeon- 
'   sent  of  Congress,  as  an  incident  to  that  war.  Bat 
'    here  another  question  will  arise,  as  to  the  nower 
'   of  the  Bxrcutire  to  enter  into  that  war,  without 


a  law.  The  wars  whieh  bare  heretofore  beem 
waged  against  lodiaii  nations  have  always  beea 
against  tnoae  within  onr  acknowledged  territorial 
limica.  The  nae  of  the  army  against  them  has 
resembled  more  the  case  of  suppressing  an  inter- 
nal enemy,  than  waging  a  ^reign  war.  The 
President,  therefore;  has,  under  the  anihoriiy  of 
a  general  law,  exercised  the  power  of  calling  oat 
the  militia,  and  sendiDgagainai  them  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  without  a  particular 
law  to  amborise  it ;  but  surely  the  case  is  very 
different  in  relation  to  Indian  nations  wiibout 
onr  territorial  limits,  and,  as  far  as  regards  ds,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  independent.  Wiib  re- 
gard to  these,  he  had  no  doabt  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  war  was  as  necessary  by  ibe  Coasii- 
iniion  as  ia  any  other  war  whatever,  although  be 
had  no  doubt  the  omission  to  obtain  that  assent 
aroeefrom  the  former  practice  of  tbe  Govera- 
ment,  and  their  not  having  refleated  upon  the 
change  in  e  ire om stances,  which,  in  tbe  present 
inaiaaac,  required  a  change  of  that  practice.  He 
was  never  dispoacd  to  blame,  upon  sficht  groanda, 
the  BxecniiTC  Magistrate  of  the  Government. 
Bnt  these  two  last  questions  were  entirely  of  a 
domesiie  oatare,  and  were  only  diSereocea  of 
opinion  as  lo  the  mode  of  exercising  a  righi  nn- 
qoestionebly  belonging  to  tbe  nation  ;  and,  as  he 
before  observed,  that  Spain  had  no  right  to  com- 
pkin  of  the  entrance  into  Florida,  so  also  she  baa 
no  right  lo  ioqoite  into  the  legality  of  ibia  vrar 
against  the  Seminoles.  But,  with  regard  toother 
acts  in  the  progress  of  ibis  war  of  which  Spain 
had  jast  reaaoo  to  complain,  which  might  have 
involved  thia  nation  in  a  foreign  war,  and  which 
did,  in  effect,  amount  to  a  war  on  her  pari  against 
Spain,  let  us  agaia  recur  to  the  originalqiiestion, 
whether  they  proceed  from  ihe  Execntive,  or 
were  the  acts  of  General  Jackson,  upon  his  own 
responsibility. 

To  ascerlaia  this,  let  us  examine  his  orders. 
The*  were  given  lo  General  Oaines  on  tbe  16th 
of  December,  IS17,  and  are  referred  to  in  the 
order  direeiing  General  Jackson  lo  uke  thecom- 
mand  of  tbe  army.  In  those  orders  (he  Execu- 
tive Biricily  coaforma  to  tbe  established  lavs  of 
nations ;  ifaey  permit  tbe  army  to  croas  the  OTo- 
tida  line,  if  necessary,  but  expressly  direct  that, 
if  tbe  Indians  should  even  take  shelter  under  a 
Spanish  fort,  and  be  protected  by  them,  not  to 
attack  the  place,  bnt  to  report  it  to  the  War  De- 
partment, and  wait  for  further  orders.  Did  QeiH 
oral  Jaehson  obey  these  orders?  Let  St.  Marks, 
Pensaeola,  and  the  Barancas  answer.  But  I  am 
not  diapoted  lo  oeoBure  General  Jackson  unjaaily; 
there  may  have  been  some  reason  for  his  taking 
St,  Harks,  noiwiibstandiog  his  orders.  As  far 
as  the  laws  of  naiJMs  are  concerned,  it  might 
certainly  be  justified  by  a  milder  code  ihsn  that 
from  which  be  has  drawn  his  deSnitioo  of  a  pi- 
rate. But  where  was  the  necessity  of  taking 
Pensaeota  and  tbe  Barancas?  General  Jackson 
himself  khows  that  there  was  none ;  for,  in  his 
letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  he  states  tfaat  the  war 
may  be  considered  at  an  end— that  only  a  few 
lUd  Stitkt,  4o.,  reoiainad,  who  ware  n«i  a  for- 
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mi4Hbl«  Botny,  «ad  ibat  even  if  iht  wu 
lUMWod,  ibe  paoa  thtj.  tbaa  h«<],  witb  oaljr  a 
■maUnuilarffoioe,  weuM  tw  rafteieM  to  rcatmia 
the  lodiaas.  If  ihis  be  ibe  tut,  wliare  tba  ne- 
vnaitjr  of  taking  PemaeoU?  Qenwtl  Jaekwu 
bimself  doe*  dm  put  it  upon  the  ground  of  ae- 
aeatity,  nai  enlirely  upon  th«  groaod  of  Ibeir 
haetililjr,  maniruMd  by  affording  comfort  and 
■uptJUi  to  iha  Indiami  for  ihal  could  doi  have 
jntiified  bim,  inasBinch  aa  bi*  ordera  bed  forbid- 
4ea  bim  \a  aitaok  a  Spwiab  foil,  e*eo  nndcr 
aifcuowtaacea  of  omob  gccaler  boetility,  riz.,  the 
lodtans  takiag  tboilet  under  it,  and  baiag  pro- 
teeied  br  it.  Wliu,  tb»,  ia  tb«  immediate  eaaae 
Wttigaed  far  tbeoaMare  of  Ibat  pboal  Hestatti 
tkat  01  Iba  33d  of  Utj,  ^Of  >beB  in  fall  inaf eh 
loaaida  Peoaaeola,  lie  lecaired  a  ptoieii  frora 
l4e  Qoreroot  of tbft  plaee,  wliiob  proteai  Ur.  C. 
waa.  aurpriwd  l«  hear  sobm  geaAlenaan  call  a 
tbreaf.  Haw,  what  waiatbiaproicet?  <telrthu 
he  diaapprond  of  Qeneral  JacltMn't  oandoet  in 
•ppriwobiDg  bia  coanaad  laitb  a  large,  militarr 
foroe,  ia  a  liiac  of  profound  j^eaoe  beiwaan  tbe 
IvonatioDi,  without  bariDggureo  tboae e&plaiiai- 
tieas  aad  Kcaritf  agaiau  aggiosiioiw  wUebtbe 
sealial  ban  alwajr*  a  rigbi  to  danaaDd;  aad  a 
-dwlaniioo,  tba>i  if  the  aggreMOO  was  coaiinued, 
that  is,  tuB  post  Bllaoked,  be  abould  repel  force  bf 
&tc«.    Aad  tfaia  Oenerat  Jaekson      -  ~ 


■aacb  a  nuMifaslatioaLof  luntiUtr,  ibat  be  no  laager 
haiiiaied  upos  tbe  courte  to  ba  puraued,  but 
marched  tbenaxi  day  lo  lake  pocMuioa  of  the 
place.  A  tnaDtfescatioD  of  hoHtliiy,  sir  I  What 
eould  ihs  Spanish  officer  baTedoneleM?  He 
did  hia  daty  metelr,  and  leu  wouU  have  been 
ianenuatmt  wilh  liJs  own  honor,  or  Ibat  of  bit 
nalioB.  In  this  iransecUoD,  sir,  OeDerat  Jackaon 
■fens  to  have  jrielded  to  the  impreHtone  of  aa- 
ser,  that  tny  one  sbould  ban  dared  to  oppoae 
ihesligbtest  obstacle  to  bis  wishes.  He  took  tbe 
iriaeeiB.violaiioa  of  bia  ordera;  and,  inviolaling 
theiDi  be  violaied  the  CoosCitution  of  bis  eooa- 
ttj,  and  Cor  ibia  the  Coagreas  of  the  Uoiied 
SialM  ebould  expieai  their  daatded  dieapproba* 
tiOD.  And  yet  some  geallcmea  speak  of  TOliag 
tbuki-  ThaakB,  sir,  lor  vhat?  Mr.  C.  oon- 
feaeed  tbai,  for  hia  part,  in  the  eoaduet  of  the 
Beniaole  var,  he  saw  bnt  liule  to  approve,  and 
nncb,  verr  nvali,  to  neasure. 

But,  said  Mr.  C.,  n>r  boaorabla  c(dleagBe(Ur. 
BafiBOOB)  tells  na  thai,  allfaongh.  h«  diMppiaves 
ihJB  Mnduet,  he  tiiU  not  expreai  aaf  tbiag  that 
looks  like  eaasuta,  beeaoae  be  believea  th^  no^ 
tives  ofOenetal  Jackaon  were  good  in  theae  taaus- 
aAiiona  Sir,  if  the  queaiio*  were,  whether  (he 
Oeacral  should  be  ia  uif  naimcr  paiusbed  for 
these  tbiaga,  my  colleague's  principle  would  be 
eorcact.  I  doaot  myaalf  intcod  toioipeaeb  bis 
BOiiveii  but,  when  tbe  oaealion  is,  whether  the 
CoDgresa  of  ihe  United  S»les  shall  or  shall  ot« 
•xpreas  ihair  octoioa  aa  to  a  viebuion  of  tbe  Coo- 
siiiatioD,  in  order  to  preserve  ibal  CoBstitution  in 
its  purity— 10  prevent  encroach nients  upon  their 
own  powers,  and  to  prevent  ibese  acts  from  being 
hereafter  drawn  into  preeedeot,aBdagaiit  repeat- 
ad,  I  CRBDOt eae  that  wa  bara  aoyihiDg  to  do  wilh 


EL    Tbe  argument  of  iha  gepilemaa  suppoaee 
_rees  ia  caaea  of*f(r«ni»Qtae«siiy,  whioaoa*- 


moiivee.  Ii  ia  snffieieni  fo^  ua  that  the  CoaistiM^ 
tioD  has  been  violated  andoiir  powers  dtoregttdal 

My  bonotable  eoUaagne  has  aha  nid,  ibat  he 
was  onwitling  to  censure  the  coadact  of  tbe  Geo- 
era],  because,  although  (be  case  did  not  joatifr 
the  ace,  yet  a  higher  deigvea  of  ibo  sai^  neeessitv 
would  havt  juaiified  tbe  cantnre  of  Penaacola.  u 
be  means  tbM  a  caee  might  haxe  existed  in  which 
it  would  have  been  juaiinaUe,  we  agiee ;  but  ihait 
woald  be  lo  suppose  a  case  diScrest  from  thai 
which  the  doeomenia  presented.  7he  jM-innipte 
of  the  laws  of  nations  is,  that  a  ease  of^iectreaie 

:easity  ^rill  justify  the  saiaHre  of  a   neiiual 

iL    The  '    ■ 

not  exist. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  now  ptooewt  lo  Mamiac 
the  irJalandcfeeutionof  Arbuihnotaad  Ambna- 
tar.  Thagroufjd  which GenaraiJackaooaeavnicd 
to  justify  his  conduct  had  been  preiiv  geiiM«ll]r 
abandooed  upon  tbai  floor.  He  had  baud  bat 
one  geailemaa  (iii.  jofutoon,  of  KMUcfcy,)  ai- 
tampt  to  defend  itf  1^  a  gooution  from  VatloL,  10 
prove,  (hat  an  iodividiw  who  made  war  up«B  a 
nation  was  (o  be  coosidqied  an  outlaw  aftd  a  lob- 
bet.  The  gentleman  would  find,  be  believed, 
upon  almost  tbe  *ao)e  page  In  Vatie4,  (h«  apeke 
and  quoted  froia  memory,)  that  even  an  ofbeat 
holding  a  commission,  who  aliackcd  another  nar 
lion  without  an  exjsess  order  fiom  bis  Qoaero- 
meni,  did  it  upoa  his  own  rasponsibilitj' ;  his 
commission  did  oot  proteai  him ;  be  is  (o  ba  con- 
sidered as  UB  individual.  He  wooU  leave  it  u 
that  gentleman  to  reconcile  Iha  pauagea,  and  ap- 
ply ibem  to  the  case  under  dlseussioo.  But,  sir, 
as  gentlemen  have  found  it  Qaoessary  to  abanikta 
the  ground  assumed  by  General  Jaokaon,  and  to 
place,  his  defence  upon  another,  lei  lu  examine 
tba  ground  they  have  lakea,  aud  see  if  il  ia  noore 
defensible.  That  ground  is  tbe  right  of  retalia- 
tion. Mi.  C.  would  oot  encumber  the  quMlioB 
wilh  another,  viz.,  whether  the  tettjmoajr  wck 
sufficient  lo  identify  Arbutbnot  with  tbe  ladian*, 
but  would  meal  it  fairly  and  opealy.  Before  be 
did  so,  however,  he  would  beg  leane  to  euggeeC 
one  diffiouliy  in  the  case.  It  was  a  principle  in 
the  laws  of  nations  thai,  under  cerfaia  eiroun- 
stance^  a  belltgereat  might  eater  a  neutral  terri- 
tory. It  was  equally  welt  established  that,  ia 
doing  so,  they  wciebofuid  to  abstain  ftom  all  acta 
of  hostility  by  whioh  the  neutral  could  be  com- 
promiued  witb  the  other  belligareat.  This  beiag 
the  case,  although  he  did  not  koow-whai  ibe  prac- 
liee  of  nation*  was  in  ibat  reapeet,  he  should  sup- 
pose,  (hat,  although,  if  an  armed  and  embodied 
enemy  were  found  in  the  teiritocy,  be  might  bs 
attacked,  yet,  if  the  belligerent  so  enteciag  a  neii* 
iral  territory  should  find  there  aa  individual  aatt- 
my,(and  particularly  if  aoarmed,)  reposing  under 
tbe  proteciioD,  and  relying  upon  (he  bospiulity  of 
the  neulral,  they  would  hare  uo  right  to  oaMore 
him,  because  his  capluie  would  bean  act  of  faot- 
lilliy  committed  in  tba  country  of  tbe  neutnl, 
not  to  be  justified  by  Ibe  same  neeesMiy  whieb 
auiborised  the  entrance  into  hi*  country,  and  by 
which  his  peace  might  be  eomjuonittad  wi|U 
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fmu  aonoY-  Appljr  tkeoMSfl  pnnaiplM  (Oitfoil 
which  yoB  ar«  under  tb«  RMMiiijr  lavteapjiag, 
sad,  if  tkey  u«  ooimcl,  Anbaiiinol  aaght  mhi 
lo  bare  been  coBaidoccd  a  priMKr  «f  war.  Bat, 
to  the  doattiafl  of  rcuUMioa.  He  ealkd  tha  ai- 
toBtiom  of  tke  Coamittee  to  the  diSeniiBe  be- 
tweeD  tbe  right  of  ■  luuioa,  and  ikc  ricbt  of  a 
general,  10 relaliale.  Tbe&Milidaiian'Of  ibia  nghl 
laas  ibe  pfoUeliaa  and  preeervatton  from  tnjarf , 
bf  inOioiiiii  npoa  anolbec  ihota  injaria*  Im  baa 
■omniitied  on  jov.  laaaaauch,  than,  u  the  injo- 
iMi  wbieb  may  be  iofiioted  opon  «  nation  aia  aa 
moch  mora nnnteroiit, and  afaDflbdifiercatebar- 
Kciera  ftom  thoM  which  laay  be  inflicted  upon  an 
mmr,  ihair  right  ia  nuch  mare  eMenHTa  la  tbit 
raapeci  ihaa  thai  of  a  ganeral.  The  tight  ia  odI; 
eo-ezieDBi*e  with  the  (Ajoai,  «id  oan  never  cx- 
oeeil  iL  It  ia  a  ion  of  eztentioa  of  Ibe  seneral 
i^w,  for  a  parlicalar  objeai,  aad  nuat  be  llmiled 
hf  tbe  occaiioD.  The  natioB  ba>  the  right  to  ra- 
laliate  all  outrages  committed  agatcsi  ihe  aalioo, 
but  the  gciHtal  aalf  poauniog  ibi(  right  for  the 
praaecrauea  of  himself  aod  hie  anof  agaipH  oul> 
ikgc,  Mr.  G.  would  maintain,  wiuip(tt  ftar  of 
•ootiadictiea,  that  ba  hae  ool;  a  right  to  tataliaia 
for  ofiWaces  agaiiut  the  paeliccf  ol  var,'aamir'* 
tad  in  relatioD  to  him  or  them.  The  caaei 
AagiU  and  oibere,  whicJl  harafaaeB  cited  irom 
own  bisiorjr  toanpportlhisdoBtriaeof  cetaliatioa, 
•11  go  10  piore  the  tame  fact.  Tbef  aia  aH  in- 
atsnoMof  leialiattoxHpoaiheaneiBf  Mme-ofianee 
Bgainil  ihe  Uws  of  war,  in  iba  persou  of  th«M 
•itaehed  to  the  armr-  But  what  are  the  cbtigee 
jkgainsi  Aibuthoot?  Ia  be  obarged  with  any  vio- 
latiOD  of  tbepiaciicesof  war,  or  with  anf  outrage 

Sainsi  ibc  Gkneral  or  bia  army  t  No,  air,  he  is 
aiged  with  aa  ofienee  agaiuat  the  QoTcrament 
of  Ibe  United  Siatea.  And  baa  tbta  QoTerameni 
fallen  so  low  that  it  cannot  protect  iteelf  from 
injury  without  ibe  itrong  arra  of  milltarir  power 
to  shield  it  from  ihe  attacks  of  indiTJduaUl  The 
doclrioe  of  retaliatioo,  ttmi,  will  not  bear  ihi 
gcotlemen  out  in  the  ezcouiloa  of  Arbutbnei,  bo- 
eauie  he  is  ebargad  with  no  offence  for  which  tbc 
Qeneral  had  a  right  to  relaliale.  Again— not  to 
nwtttion  the  groUDd  which  haahaan  takes  t^  the 
honorable  Speaker,  of  the  (atal  inafplieabiluy  of 
(he  priaciplea  of  reialialion  to  Indiaa  warmro, 
aad  which  I  bare  Bot  j^ci  beard  aucctaafully  con- 
trcMried — in  order  lo  jnaiify  retaUalioa,  it  aheuld 
be  deeUied  to  the  eaeaay  lo  be  to.  and  the  partic' 
nlar  offence  for  which  it  is  a  reialialion  ahoald  be 
anooueoed.  Had  ibis  been  done  ?  The  ebaigea 
tkcmeelrea  are  a  anficicni  aiMwer  to  (bia  queetian. 
fiir.  of  bumao  blood  waahonld  alwaya  he  lender  i 
una,  although  gealkmen  may  say  that  nuak 
benefit  may  result  from  Ihia  exemplaiy  punish' 
ment  of  an  indiridual  whom  they  conceira  to 
bare  been  miKthieraos,  thla  Committee  eannot 
wilb  saJJeiy  ssAoiion  thai  doctrine  in  morali— i' 
evil  may  be  done  iliai  good  may  come  of  it. 

But,  if  gentlemen  have  recourse  to  the  laws  of 
naliooe  lo  support  this  dcciriae  of  reiatiatioo,  lei 
them  lake  the  whole  law  in  relation  to  the  inh 

C|.     Now,  it  is  a  pineiiiJe  Jairly  dedneibtc 
m  thai  law,  that  u  Ihoaa  cuw  in  whicb 


a  nntian  ia  aompallad  to  reaort  to  •cdoMdinaif 
MMediea  lo  proitci  hereelf  from  harm,  sbe  ie  slto 
bound  lo  reaon  lo  tbe  miUait  ramedy  thai  wU 
eStct  ih*olt)cet.  If,  then,  a  course  can  be  pointed 
out  which  would  have  been  milder  than  that  pue- 
sued,  and  aniwared  every  purpose  equally  ^11, 
that  lakes  away  «f  itself  all  jaaiifioBtion  for  the 
bareher  eonrse.  Now,  we  bad  Arbntlinot  and 
Ambriaier  in  our  power ;  ihey  might  have  been 
oonfined  uatil  ibe  war  was  at  an  end ;  tad,  if 
tbey  had  violated  the  laws  of  natieaa  with  regard 
lo  the  [Jailed  Sttiee,  we  might  eUher  havd  re- 
quired of  Spain  iheir  panishment,  or,  if  they  eo«U 
not  bave  been  pHaiahed,  we  might  have  raqnired 
tkair  perpainal  baaishmeDi  from  the  piavince,  at 
pettans  inimical  to  ut,  fomcnien  of  wne,  nn^ 
dangetou  Iq  our  peace.  Tkia  would  bave  an* 
ewered  every  DUioaal  parpoee  of  peoinctjan  to 
Dt  i  and,  by  ihd  prinaiplea  of  tbe  laws  of  r"?*"", 
thie  ie  the  oonrae  we  were  bound  to  paaav^  - 

Bot  again,  air,  Qeneral  J(«abson  kae  nnteiakan 
to  ewctua  this  man  for  a  auppeaa d  ndbaee  agaiut 
thelawtof  naiiaDa,ia  lakiDgptrl  ■caiaat*!  in 
a  w.ar,wliiltl  his  conoirr  and  oars  were  inn  rMM 
of  peace.  Now,  not  to  mention  that  has  "  well 
eelaUiehed  principle"  ia  not  tke  law  of  nation*  at 
all,  and  eannot  be  su  purled  by  any  acknowledged 
authority  on  that  tubject,  nor  the  koatilityof  this 
priodiple  to  all  the  bereiofiDte  received  opmieu 
of  ihit  nalioDi  I  contend  that,  in  this  eonntry,  no 
violation  of  the  laws  of  natione  can  be  pMiahed 
without  an  act  of  Coagraw  preseribing  ikat  pun* 
iahmenl.  The  frsmers  of  our  CtaaUtniion,  for 
tbe  wiMst  reasoDs,  determined  Ibat  tke  persant 
and  properly  of  their  ciliiens  should  not  M  sub* 
jected  to  coademnation,  under  a  ayateto  of  laws 
not  to  be  found  in  their  own  siaiuic  book,  but  fot 
which  ihey  would  here  lo  wade  through  the 
pages  of  Vetiel,  Grotiiis,  and  Puffendon;  and 
which  would  be  at  entirely  iaaaeeasibla  to  Boet 
of  ihem  aa  were  tbe  laws  of  the  Roman  lyiant, 
who  had  ihem  placed  upon  high  poles,  wriiien 
in  small  eharaelers,  ifaat  he  migtu  ban  an  oppor* 
luaiiy  of  satiating  hi*  ibinl  lor  blood  ^f  tonr 
isnofaace  of  bis  ^eii^  They  bave  tkewfote  d» 
eUied,  in  ihat  Constiiuiioa,  that  Congaeaa  alana 
shall  bave  tbe  power  to  prescribe  the  puniekmani 
br  violationa  of  tbe  lawi  of  nalioos  ;  ihttt  nllfo- 
gating  at  once  all  that  code,  at  far  aa  it  oiientet 
upon  the.  peeaoaa  aad  property  of  iodividoale. 
BeiJDre  any  man,  then,  can  be  punisked  for  a 
breack  of  those  lawa,  an  act  of  Congreae  miM 
praearikeiti  and willgeBlleiseninroTmuswheie 
(be  siauiie  it  to  ha  found  in  which  the  ^nalty 
fur  the  offence  ekwged  upon  Aibuthaot  lalo  be 
found  1  Mr.  C.  would  apply  tkia  Te«nrk  also  to 
those  easca  of  retaliation  or  severity  which  had 
tMcn  cited  ftom  onr  o«rn  history,  u  jusiirjr  ihi* 
deed.  Tbey  all  ocenried  faefeee  the  adaption  of 
tbia  Oonatilution,  before  the  ahrogatisn  of  the 
naiioaal  law.operating  upon  iudtvidoala,  and  had 
that  law  for  their  justlBcatioo,  but  aurely  eannot 
be  cooaidered  aa  authority  since  the  great  change 
wktch  tbe  Coast itutiou  ba*  made  in  oar  situation. 
Oeaexal  Jackson,  iben,  baa  in  thia  iaatance,  aa 
well  as  ia  others  which  have  baen  *UBded  io,.*in- 


8ftl 


HISTOBT  OF  OONGBBSA 


ILorR. 


Jam  OUT,  1819. 


l«Md  lb«  CoMtiiaUon,  whteh  wa  ton  ■mm  la 
otwr  aod  lopport;  and,  for  mr  own  pan,  ntd 
Mr.  C,  I  feci  mjutlS  boaad,  by  toe  aaerad  obli^- 
tjon  oT  tbat  oath,  to  «X|neu  mf  diupprobatiOD 
ofil. 

At  for  Amfariiter,  maaf  of  tbe  obHTratioot 
wliicJ)  have  been  made  will  eqaally  apply  to  his 
oaae;  bot  it  may  bs  auKcient  tour,  thai  he  wM 
not  condemoed  to  death  bjr  the  eoQit,  and  that 
his  ezecaiioD  was  wilhoat  any  warrant  or  joati- 
ioMion  whatever. 

Bat  Mr.  C.  bad  promiaed  not  to  trespass  long 
ttp«n  the  time  of  the  Conmitlee,  or  to  pan  over 
^ooodthal  had  been  already  inffieiently  exam- 
ined. He  would  not,  therefore,  go  into  a  pariie- 
nlar  examination  of  those  trials,  or  of  the  tnti- 
moBf  npon  which  they  were  eoDfieted.  He 
agretd  entirely  with  the  report  of  the  Military 
Oonuiiitee,  as  to  tbe  injastioe  which  had  been 
done  b^rtbeconrtiniho  trial  of  Arbflihnot,  by  the 
adnisaion  of  testlmcDy  which  ihould  never  have 
bemi  received ;  io  the  manner  of  examining  the 
witieiaeS)  in  rejecting  leatimony  en  the  part  of 
tke  prisoner  wbeh  he  was  eniiiled  to  have  exaai)- 
inedj  and,  indeed,  io  the  whole  eourie  of  Ihii 
proceeding.  Bat'bewonld  go  furtber,  and  say, 
that  iha  teslimiMy,  even  as  taken  bv  the  court, 
was  totally  iitsumcieDt  to  support  loe  charges, 


to  the  resQluiioni,  and  had  proceeded  lor 
lime  in  his  argument ;  when,  on  motion,  the 
Oommiliee  rose,  reported  progre«^  and  obtained 
leave  to  ail  again. 

Wbdhebd&t,  January  27. 

Mr.  Sbith,  of  Maryland,  from  tha  OiMDmillee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  lo  which  was  referred  the 
■mendmeniB  proposed  by  the  Scdmc,  Io  the  bill, 
eniitled  '*Ao  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
nililary  service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1619,"  reported  their  agreetneat  thereto,  and  the 
tnwndiDcat  was  conoiitud  te  a  Commltiee  of 
the  Whole,  to-day. 

Mr.  Hakohand,  from  the  select  eemaaitletf,  to 
wtwm  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Wella,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  waa  read; 
when,  Mr.  M.  reported  a  bill,  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ibe  relief  of  BeDt» 
arinWells;"  which  waa  read  Iwioe  and  eoaiBit< 
led  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whiefa  is 
committed  tbe  bUl  for  the  relief  of  John  Wells. 

Ameesan  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seaata  have  passed  bills  of  this  Hoose, 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  for  ibe 
talief  of  Sampaoi  8.  Eiagi"  "An  act  for  the 
Klief  of  Daniel  Renner  and  NathaaielH.  Heath ;" 
and  "An  act  makins  apprrariations  for  the  sod- 
port  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  State*,  for  the 
year  1810;"  with  amendments.  They  have  also 
passed  bills  of  the  following  title*,  to  wit:  "An 
MI  farther  to  extend  tbe  jadicial  system  of  the 
United  Btaiaat"  a«d  "An  act  farther  to  extend 


tbe  jarisdictton  of  the  cireail  conrts  of  the  United 
States,  to  easea  arising  under  the  law,  relating  M 
patents ;"  in  which  amendmenta  and  hills,  ihay 
ash  Ibe  concurreaee  of  this  Hoose. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  extend  tbe  jadicial  system  of  the  Daited 
Slates,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  t» 
exiend  the  jurisdiciioa  of  the  circuit  courls  of 
the  United  States,  to  cases  arising  nnder  tbelaw 
relating  to  patents,"  was  read  twice  and  also  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  jadiciarf. 

The  amecdmeai  propossd  by  tbe  Senate,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Danisl 
Renner  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,"  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claim*. 

The  amendmeal  proposed  by  the  Beuate,  to 
the  bill,  eniitled  "An  act  for  the  reltef  of  Samp- 
eon  8.  King,"  ws*  read  and  oonenrred  in  1^  tha 
Hoose. 

Tbe  amendmtnts  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to 
Ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  anpropriatioas 
for  the  inpport  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutea, 
for  the  year  16t9,"  were  read  and  raftrred  to  tha 
Committee  of  Way*  «ad  Meaos. 

An  engrossed  bill,  eaiiilcd  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Hannah  Ri^  aid  Luihar  Frink,"  was  read 
tha  third  time  and  paiaed. 

The  House  then  took  op,  in  Covmiliee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  ef  the  Senate  to  the 
military  approprialloo  hill,  which,  being  agreed 
to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  reported 
to  ibe  House,  and,  with  the  bill,  htid  on  the  tabk. 

SEMINOLE  WAB. 

Tbe  Honse  iben  proceeded  le  the  ordera  of  the 
dav,  and  resumed,  ia  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  H.  NxL40M  in  the  chair,)  the  report  of  the 
Military  Committee  on  the  subject  olthe  Somt- 
nole  war. 

Mr.  Stbotbbh  concluded  the  speech  whioh  he 
yesterday  commenced  in  oppaeiiion  lo  tbe  report, 
Ae.,  in  which  he  occupied  nearly  three  houra.  It 
i*  given  here  entire,  aa  follows: 

Mr.  Srsoiflis  said,  that  at  that  late  bom  of 
the  day,  wbea  the  sabjeet  had  been  so  moeb  ez- 
hanstcd,  and  the  attention  of  the  Coamittce  so 
moeh  wearied,  be  with  rduciaiiea  angaged  in  xkt 
debate  j  bat  bis  excuse  wouM  be  fbaad  id  tb«  w- 
tifisial  imporuiee  tbe  snbioet  bad  aaaamed  hf 
the  wide  exeoraioDs  in  which  gentlemen  had  in- 
dulged, embracing,  in  the  aeopa  ef  their  aqi^ 
ments,  not  oaly  tbe  iUustrieas  chief  agaiast  whom 
Ibe  aiiack  is  directly  aimed,  but  mounting  np  to 
the  ExMutive,  and  charging  him  with  a  riolip 
laiion  of  the  Constitution. 

He  said,  the  advocates  of  these  rcMlntiew 
claimed  to  be  the  exalosive  foardians  of  the  Con- 
stitution :  a  portion  ef  them,  be  admitted,  held 
the  title  by  prescription ;  they  had  sonnded  tha 
looaio  when  the  midnight  judieiary  disappeared  | 
they  had  laised  a  watniag  voice  against  tbs  em- 
bargo. Bad  the  whoie  restrictive  system,  as  in- 
fraction* of  that  sacred  charter;  and  ihey  prt^ 
tcaied  agminat  lejoiqing  for  tbe  briUiant  viciotim 
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tDhiered  b;  onr  heroic  annf«a  ind  pliant  Mvj, 
>■  UDbccomins  m  moral  and  rellgioas  people : 
when  now  called  upon,  as  fotmerry,  to  pnt  the 
finger  upon  the  principle  which  ii  wounded  in 
,  that  initrnment,  they  cannot  agree  upon  the 
point  where  it  ii  to  be  foond ;  it  was  an  inlan' 
g^blc,  fleeting  principle,  which  elade«  the  £rasp 
of  exam  in  a  (ion.  He  claimed  no  participation  In 
the  risioD,  bat  he  claimed  a  cooacientious  dis- 
charge of  dntf^  and  tbe  credit  of  the  humble  en- 
jeaTOr  to  vindicate  tbe  honor  of  the  naiioti,  and 
to  preaerre  tbe  CoasiitutioD  inviolate. 

He  objected  to  the  mode  of  proceeding;  he  de- 
nied Connesahad  power  to  proceed  in  this  man- 
ner; the  Itcight  p«ge  that  records  the  immortal 
deeda  of  oar  aneeaton,  and  the  bappinets  of  this 
faTored  people,  iaahaded  bjr  the  parozf  sms  ofpartjr 
heat.  The  Coogresa  of  the  United  States  once 
stepped  down  Arom  the  elevated  dnlies  of  legisla- 
don,  lo  censure  tbe  aelf-created  democratic  loete- 
tjea ;  it  was  then  the  eloquent  Ames  sung  the  »j- 
renaoDg  that  spell-bound  tbe  people:  the  delu- 
sion waa  hot  for  a  aeason  ;  the  enchantment  dis- 
solved ;  (he  nation  awakened  from  its  trance,  and, 
gifted  with  the  energjr  that  freedom  bestows, 
sprang  apon  that  basis  of  correct  principle  upon 
which  tbe  present  Admiaistration  stands;  inen 
tha  democratic  party  contended,  in  vain,  that  tbe 
riKhl  to  the  proceeding  was  not  vested  in  this 
^use.  On  another  occasion,  when  the  »naj, 
commanded  by  Bt.  Clair,  stisuined  a  bloody  and 
disuiroaa  defeat,  a  democratic  member  proposed 
a  reeolniion,  requesting  the  then  President,  Gen- 
et«l  WasBiHaTOit,  to  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  ioio 
the  caa#s  of  that  inglorious  a&it;  Ifae  Federal 
major ilf  rejected  the  proposition  as  unconstitu- 
tional and  improperly  interfering  with  tbe  pow- 
en  of  the  Bieeatire  department. 

Eacb  party  was  correct  when  contending  for 
tbe  negative, aa  will  appear  from  an  ezamicaiion 
of  the  question.  This  is  a  Oovernment  of  de- 
partments, shedding  light,  emitting  heat  and  pro- 
notiitg  political  beallh.  When  eacb  revolves  in 
ita  peauliar  orbit,  the  limits  and  extent  of  eacb  are 
distinctly  marked  out  in  the  Constitution.  Con- 
gress can  speak  an  army  inio  existence;  hj  re- 
pealing the  law  thai  gave  it  being,  you  annlhilaie 
It;  or,  by  refusing  to  appropriate  the  meana  of 
aabsistence,  it  languishes  and  expires.  The  man- 
agement of  thia  army  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bzeeutive ;  speak  it  into  exiitenee,  it  bounds 
into  another  sphere  beyond  your  control.  This 
division  of  power  is  wisely  ordained — guarding 
against  this  dangerous  machine  by  legislative 
JMloiisy,aBd  giviag  it  energy  andprompt  it  ude  of 
movement  by  the  Executive.  This  army,  ex- 
isting by  your  will,  is  only  tespoDsiUe  to  the  fiz- 
eevtfve  and  the  Judiciary.  Personal  wrong,  and 
the  invasion  ofprivate  rights,  give  the  courts  ju- 
risdiction. Iftbe  peaee-of  tbe  nation  is  eompro- 
mitted,  and  ita  honor  tarnished,  the  Executive 
boldathe  corrective  J  and,  if  this  high  Gonsiitn- 
tioaal  officer  sleeps  at  bis  potij  if  be  shield  tbe 
delioqaeot,  and  besiiaies  to  redeem  tbe  sallied 
jMice  of  bis  coaBtTj[,  he  becomes  accessary— is 
lieawd  in  the  piilti  aad  nbjaota  himseir  to 
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ponishment,  by  impeachment.  The  inconveot- 
eitce  and  impraclfcaoility  of  exercising  this  power, 
prove  it  is  not  granted  to  this  department  of  the 
Qovernmenl.  If  it  is  your  right  and  jrout  duty 
to  sloop  beneath  the  Commander-in-chief,  to  lay 
hold  ot  a  Major  Qeneral,  it  is  equally  incumbeni 
uiHin  you  10  descend  into  tbe  ranks;  place  a 
private  soldier  into  legislative  inqaisition.  and 
gravely  discuss,  and  sagely  decide,  upon  bis  de- 
merits. The  doctrine  contended  for  lays  hold  of 
both  ends  of  the  MiliUry  Establish  men  I.  Me  said, 
amidst  the  Bwfal  convnlsions  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, tbe  Convention  wasted  an  entire  niKht  in 
examining  a  sergeant ;  descending  from  "  riding  in 
tbe  whirlwind,  and  directing  the  storm,"  to  tbe 
examination  of  a  soldier.  Some  claim  the  right 
to  censure,  as  tbe  correlative  of  the  practice  of 
giving  thanks.  He  denied  that  this  practice  waa 
predicated  upon  right.  This  is  no  novel  idea, in- 
tended for  tbe  present  moment.  In  a  proposition 
to  return  thanks  to  Qeneral  Wayne,  for  the  bril- 
liant victory  of  the  Miami,  Mr.  Tracy  and  othera 
denied  that  Congress  possessed  thia  power.  The 
practice  has  grown  out  of  usurpation.  It  can 
only  be  claimed  upon  the  p re-supposition  thai 
Congress  represent  the  entire  sovereignty  of  the 
peojHe,  and  reflect  their  feelings.  On  the  con- 
trary, tbe  members  of  this  House  are  only  special 
agents,  for  limited  and  defined  purposes.  Tbia 
power  is  not  delegated  to  you  by  any  affirmative 
grant,  nor  is  it  incidental  to  any  express  grant. 
When  Congress,  warmed  by  the  fftatitude  which 
glowed  in  the  bosom  of  this  nalTon,  poured  ont 
ifae  rich  libation  of  its  thanks,  and  entwined  the 
laurel  around  the  brow  of  the  hero,  no  one  paused 
to  inqnire  if,  beoealb  tbe  leaf,  the  asp  was  hid, 
whose  poison  would  wither  that  laarel,  and  sling 
ibe  wearer  to  death. 

No,  sir.  this  people  have  not  constituted  yoa 
tbe  agents  to  confer  her  thanks,  or  lo  select  ob- 
jects of  benevolence,  and  distribute  her  gratui- 
ties. More  arduous  employments  are  assigned — 
more  important  duties  imposed.  You  have  been 
tolerated  in  weaving  eulogies,  and  braiding  and 
festooning  ibem  with  all  the  art  of  taste  and 
critieiara  to  decorate  the  favorite  of  the  day.  It 
was  an  innocent  waste  of  time ;  it  did  not  render 
a  heroic  deed  more  brilliant,  nor  did  it  sally  the 
brlgbt  chastity  of  a  well-earned  renown.  But 
when  you  censnre  you  desert  le^slation ;  yoa 
exercise  high  jndieial  power;  you  inflict  punish- 
ments upon  ex  parte  examination  ;  voa  deprive 
a  man  of  that  property  which  be  boMs  in  a  cher- 
ished reputation ;  that  property  which  he  bugs 
nearast  to  bis  heart,  and  which  ia  the  riebeal  and 
most  precious  patrimony  of  his  descendants; 
yoar  censure  "  nvea  and  blasts  like  the  lightning 
of  Heaven,"  leaving  ita  victim  exposed  to  acorn 
and  contumely.  aaiTbringa  bim  to  trial,  if  amili- 
tarv  court  shall  be  ordered,  with  presumed  guilt, 
and  anticipated  eonviciioa.  B^  practice  yoa  are 
the  grand  almonera  of  tbe  nation.  In  tbe  spirit 
of  beneficence^  you  made  a  magnificent  don^ 
tion  t9  a  South  American  provincfj  Charity 
cut  her  mantle  over  (he  act,  and  the  nation  would 
apt  rand  the  veil    Sir,  thia  nation  has  a  heart 


ass 


HISTOBT  OV  OONaSiBOfi. 


JAin»i,IUt. 


to  fe«l,  and  mB^Danimity  to  forgifc,  wlwa  tlw 
error  is  on  the  aide  of  generoiity  aad  humaailf. 
Build  opoD  thU  acquietaence  a  right  (o  paajsh  ; 
touch  bat  a  T«led  right  in  iba  hnmbleit  citix«r 
and  ilB  joaiice  will  lead  von  back  to  the  CodbI 
tuiioD,  the  iaatriuaeDl  of  jronr  power  and  tbtir 
protection. 

Bot,  admiiiiog  that  ihia  Howe  pouew  the  pow- 
er, ihe  tranuetioiu  of  the  Seminole  war  do  not 
f'aalifjr  its  exerclte.  The  adrocalet  of  the  reso- 
BtioQs,  by  difietent  rouiea,  arrire  at  one  comaion 
coDcluaion :  one  contends  that  tbe  Preudent  nude 
war,  and  oiorped  the  powers  of  this  Hoiue; 
others  take  post  at  tbe  thirir-flnt  degree  of  »oulh 
Ulilude,  and  some  few  push  on  loPeasacola,  and 
coDteod  that  there  the  original  sin  was  comntit- 
ted— there  the  forbiddca  frnit  was  eaten  thai 
BMiiis  the  whole  Goiernmeoi  with  the  suilt  of 
Tiolaiiag  the  Coostitution  and  insulting  Ibe  ma- 
jestr  of  the  Kins  of  Spain.  Manjr,  to  be.  sar«, 
Ur.  Cbalrmao,  dn^  bj  the  wajr,  and  GU  up  lli* 
ialetmediata  cbaems.  Did  the  President  make 
war,  and  usurp  the  powers  of  Coacrtss,  the  just 
exposition  of  our  ConuilutioD  is  best  teen,  and 
moat  clearly  understood,  in  the  uautterinpted 
|»aettce  of  this  QoTeninieat.  The  Administni' 
tioa  of  WashingtMi,  to  wbich  we  all  look  with 
Biride  and  manjr  with  regret,  as  the  good  old 
Cooatitutional  (icaea,  presents  the  first  link  in 
that  chain  of  precedent  which  teacbe*  dowa  to. 
ihe  present  traosaciioo.  This  OoTernmeni  found 
aereral  of  tbe  States  engaged  in  hostilities  with 
the  Indians.  The  President  communicated  this 
circumstance  to  tbe  first  Congreu,  who  icatiM- 
diately  appropriated  money  ;  and  a  bloody  con- 
test ensued,  diatingniibed  only  by  appropriations 
and  defeat.  Harmar's  army  spiuag  from  an  ap- 
propriation bill;  that  commanded  by  tbe  unfor- 
tunate St.  Clair  stood  upon  the  same  basis,  and 
when  its  disasiroQs  defeat  roused  the  GoTetament 
to  tbe  miserable  condition  of  tbe  frontier, 
military  establishment  was  considerably  inci 
ed.  and  placed  under  tba  command  of  the  gallant 
Wayne,  who  infosed  his  martial  spirit  into  that 
army,  and  achieved  tbe  victory  wbich  gave  peace 
aad  tranquillity  to  the  harassed  and  bleedio| 
trootier.  As  early  as  1793  Congress  Tested  pow- 
er in  tbe  President  to  call  out  i&«  militia  W  aop- 
piess  iosurrecIioQ*,  or  repel  invasion  from  nay 
foreiffo  Power  or  Indian  tribe.  The  power  U" 
ferred  by  that  act  being  insufficient  to  the  ptt^osa 
oontemptated,  in  1795  another  law  wa*  enacted, 
clothing  him  with  further  power — aiKboiisiDg 
bim  to  take  advantage  of  the  indications  of  hoa- 
tility—to  anticipate  Ihe  approaoh  of  the  atofoi, 
and  to  strike  before  the  elements  of  havoc  a&d 
desolation  wera  colleeled  together,  and  powed 
upon  the  frootiei  in  flra  anii  indisoiimloate  nas- 

Those  who  then  filled  the  Oorerament  wan 
fresh  froiu  lb*  Revolution,  and  were  aoimaled 
by  the  spirit  which  is  embodied  in  your  Consti- 
tution, no  passion  then  existed  in  which  could 
flourish  parly  spirit;  it  could  germiaate,  but  to 
expire,  in  tbe  then  pure  stale  of  out  political  at- 
nospheio ;  in  the  calm  light  of  mild  philtMophr 


they  examined  their  ditlies  aitd  tiati*f«ii«4  tta 
power  i  these  were  the  men  who  ■forKluppsdlA 
eny  in  ber  lavorite  temple,  in  sincerity  ii^  a 
trntb;  these  were  the  men  wh«*se  blood  uial- 
fering  elevated  you  to  the  rank  of  a  DaiicaiiJ 
whose  wiedoia  gave  you  a  Coftstiuitioe  vU 
breaks  upon  the  view  of  enslaved  aad  beaiiW 
Europe,  like  the  star  in  the  East,  happy  bai)u|a 
of  hope,  proclaim iog  there  is  power  suffidcU  a 
redeem  from  thraldom  and  misary. 

Upon  examining  the  documanU,  it  willB» 
faciorily  appear  tbai  tbe  Semioole  wac  wista- 
duclcd  upon  principles  strictly  eoosslcaiMl 
this  practice  and  the  law*  of  the  land.  Si^lfc. 
S.said  before  he  went  into  this  in^airy,  he  vmU 
advert  to  an  argument  of  hia  rfrllisgnr.  (Mt. 
BdsaaiB^  who  called  for  iofermatioa  la  mi  to 
country  in  lbs  wroig:  and  the  hiBi,bcsaiil^aM 
had  front  tbe  father  of  a  gaUani  yoa^  aiiMi^ 
man,  repiesaaiad  to  hart  r«ll«B  a  VKiia  u  < 
atMtagcm  employed  to  provoke  IniiukMtili^ 
at  Negro  Fort.  /The  appeaiuieacf  aunaUw- 
ticbmeot  of  Amarican  troops  to  fteaoic «aici, 
could  not  have  p(«dnced  an  aUack,  «1*m  tk 
hostile  temper  pre-existed.    N^ro  Fott,oecifiri 


to  hoitility.  The  moiaeai  tbe  deiitt- 
meDtmad«itaapMarBbce,raardec  wasdetemiNl 
upo^  and  slai^ibier  ensued.  He  fellancrifci 
to  Baglish  peifidyaod  Indian  fettfcixy ;  be la- 
greued  that  the  tears  thia  parcnl  shad  ksd  mt 
sprinkled  hia  bean,  and  exiioguished  biMMUnia 
acrimony.  Thegallaat  yonngatkldiMaovikifi 
upon  tbe  bed  of  Eodoj,  mourned  by  bitaMMiy. 
Would  you  disturb  his  hallowed  asheriaab 
from  thence  evidence  lo  urnisb  tiie  cbatacldof 
his  companions  in  arms,  wbosedeedt  be  erndsMd 
when  living,  aad  to  stain  the  fa4ne  of  ibsicoaa- 
try  he  died  to  serve  J  Mr.  S.  said,  wiib  ibesaise 
object,  the  Speaker  bad  atiribvied  tbe  war  w  i fte 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  and  with  peealiar  ampha>  i 
sis  told  ua,  that  the  word  "demand"  was  em- 
ployed five  time*  in  that  paper.  Ba  said  the  eoa- 
ditioas  of  that  trsaiy  did  DOtaffcotlhet^eslioai 
if  it  did  conlaio  tbe  gernu  of  ditsatisiaciioa,  aad 
bosiiliiies  were  commenced  by  the  Indians,  it  ii 
no  less  a  defeniive  war  oa  the  part  of  ikii  Qor- 
eraanent;  this  Ireaty  was  neg»tiaied  by  ail  tbe 
warriors  belonging  to  the  tribe  within  ibeUuud 
Suic<,aad  was  mtiQ«d  by  the  Senate,  tad  tUt 
Home  made  appropriation*  to  carry  it  iatooi- 
ootion;  but,  be  wouldaakgeotleaea  iBidtsvlBt 
euGaastaaeei  that  ireaJT  was  DCgoiiatadi  Wb« 
engaged  in  war  with  England,  h«i  iaeraJiaiiv 
peBeiiatad  the  Indian  tribe*  thtoi^h  theSraaat 
tarrttory,a0d,  aided  by  Spaaiah  treachery,  assiK' 
that  unfortunate  race  to  waf.  Tbe  war  mkuf 
efhoed  from  your  aorthaia  to  yeut  seaibMi 
limit,  aad  your  frontier  wasancircled  wiibUs^ 
aikd  fire.  It  was  the  plan  of  that  camfsif*  " 
cQt  the  United  State*  in  iwato,  by  iatradKiV 
a  large  military  force  to  co-opetate  with  it"** 
groea,  invited  to  insurrectioo,  and  ihe  bia**- 
Recollacl,  sir,  tbe  ptoolamation  of  Nicbsiki** 
tmagiBe,  if  you  ou,  the  horioa  of  a  MW*- 
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dneted  br  ibe  pMrions  whkb  itrip  iMm  or  his 
diatingtiiihiBg  fturibut«s,  ind  eoDrert  him  into  a 
dsraoB.  No  heart  can  oonoeive,  bo  toitgue  can 
adeqnatdr  describe,  the  ealamJlrea  wiih  wbieh 
ihat  reeion  was  ihr««ieDed.  The  blackening 
nans  of  desdlf  btniiKljr  kaaz,  like  a  thunder 
cloud,  orer  yoar  heads.  The  impatience  of  In- 
dian hottilily,  and  ihe  rare  qualiliei  constitaling 
(be  character  of  Jaekaoa,  urcd  jroD  from  il9  de- 
■tructiTC  nplosion. 

We  were  liierallf  between  twv  Orea;  Cock- 
barn  eonSagrated  and  robbed  oit  your  Bu tern 
fVontier  ;  'WeatberR)rd  on  the  Western,  connected 
by  Spanish  fecilitle>.  Jaekeon  conquered  the 
Indians,  and  eat  the  chain  of  hostile  operations : 
be  demanded  indemnificaiion  for  the  past  and 
gnamnteefl  for  foiure  aectiritr — he  demanded  a 
^nl  of  coancrf  inleTtrenlDK  between  the  Span- 
iard* and  these  dehided  people,  which,  when  pop- 
ulated, wit)  protect  ibera  from  the  machinaiions. 
of  foreign  ineendiarie^  who  itlroalBled  the  un- 
lHipt>y  race  to  destruetion,  as  sacrifices  made  by 
BBropean  hatred  to  AmwEean  freedom  and  pros- 
perity. He  said  the  gesilennn't  philanthropy 
aeemed  disposed  to  rererse  tlie  order  of  ihin^. 
The  history  of  men  did  not  famish  an  instance 
of  the  ranquished  impo^ia^  condiiioDs  upon  the 
euoqneror.  When  the  Legitimates,  the  Coristiaa 
l^wert,  from  pare  lore  to  France,-  orermn  that 
eonaiiVwilh  mighty  armies  and  bent  her  neck 
ta  theBoorbon  yoke,  they  rified  Paris  of  thow 
naslerpieees  of  the  arts— those  proud  Ironhies 
that  attested  the  rieloriee  of  ber  sobs.  They 
planted  those  mjriads  irf  mercenaries  who  drew 
from  her  exhausted  bosom  iheir  support;  they 
did  more;  crippledand  desolated,  she  wasreqtiired 
to  reimburse  the  money  expended  on  her  con- 
qaeaL  Yet  songs  were  sang  and  eulogies  eom- 
peaed  for  Alexander  and  the  whole  choir  of  de- 
lirerari. 

Thia  treaty  is  said  to  hare  rlolated  the  religion 
of  the  Indiana  by  demandiag  their  prophets:  and 
they  appeal  to  naodera  Europe  and  ancttnt  Rome 
to  sufiase  the  Amerioan  cheek  with  the  blush  of 
gldik.  Those  prophets  were  not  Ihe  ministers  of 
religion— they  were  political  agitators ;  instiga- 
tors to  w«t,  they  were  not  the  messengers  of  peace 
and  good  will  towarda  man,  that  sittTed  Ihe  tern- 

Kt  of  the  savage  sonl,  and  called  (he  chaos  into 
_  It  and  order ;  they  were  the  St  and  sapple  io- 
•fraaaeBlBor  Woodbine;  they  breathed  confusion 
and  baivc— bamanity  to  these  Indians,  and  the 
iaiereat  ofthJt  conntry,  demanded  their  rarrender. 
Rome  never  loataight  of  palic;y ;  she  lrans|rfaated 
the  idob  of  the  tnbdoed  provioeea,  and  incorpo- 
rated tb«m  with  her  gods;  and  bj  the  strong  tie 
of  sapersiition  chained  the  proTinee  to  the  foot 
of  the  Cioitol.  Te4  the  Drnids  were  extirpated, 
and  the  forests  of  Qermany  tell  a  bloody  tale. 
These  forests  still  echo  the  expiring  groans  of 
thoso  priest*  who  imoothed  the  orow  of  the  rug- 
ged warrior  in  peaee  and  nerved  his  arm  in  the 
noar  of  battle.    BQ^i>d  extracts  a  reveaue  from 
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torn  ftom  the  boms  of  the  altar,  a  victim  to  eccle- 
siastical pride,  and  the  jealonay  of  despotism. 
Tbegeirias  of  these  polished  and  religious  Coiirts 
passed  from  those  seats  of  science  and  the  arts 
into  Ihe  wilds  of  Africa  ;  it  dealt  in  slate ry  and 
blood,  and  sundered  every  tie  that  conirecw  maa 
to  his  species.  It  spread  its  wings  over  the  But 
Indies— 'fifty  millions  of  human  beings  have  there 
for  years  been  boated  as  lawful  prey,  in  the  in- 
discriminate cbase  of  death.  The  timid  Hindoo 
basbeenswvpl  from  theplains  and  is  now  pursued 
to  the  mountain  lop,  where  he  songht  refuge 
amidd  the  clouds;  This  Government  need  not 
hang  its  bead  upon  an  appeal  to  Europe,  nnleas 
the  mere  glitter  of  a  diadem  shall  dazzle  and 
confuse. 

Sir,  be  said,  the  Western  frontier  is  that' por- 
tion of  Ihe  world  vfhere  civilizatioa  is  making 
the  most  rapid  and  extensive  conquest  on  the 
wilderness,  carrying  in  its  train  the  Cbristiao 
religion,  and  aH  the  social  rinnes.  ft  is  the  point 
where  the  race  of  man  is  most  progressive ;  es- 
tablish bat  the  principle,  that  the  Ood  of  nalare 
has  limited  yoar  march  in  that  direction — that 
the  Indian  is  lord  paramooni  of  that  wide  domain, 
aroond  whicl|  justice  and  religion  haTC  drawn  a 
circle  which  you  dare  not  pass— the  progress  of 
mankind  is  anesled,  and  yon  coademn  one  dt  the 
iiiost  heautlfal  and  fertile  tracts  of  the  earth  to 
pcrpetnal  sterility,  as  the  honliag  ground  of  a 
few  savages.  The  most  celebrated  philosophers 
hfave  spoken  a  different  language,  and  Ihe  ermine 
of  the  judiciary  has  interposed  against  these  the- 
ories, and,  witboni  a  slain,  given  this  country  to 
civilization  and  christiaaity. 

Harina  relnciaotly  been  compelled  to  endearot 
(and  he  Battered  himself  succetsf^lly)  lo  vindi- 
cate this  Government,  and  rescue  Geaeral  Jack- 
son from  the  imputation  of  cruelty,  in  Ihe  trans- 
action at  Fort  Jackson,  ha  woald  ask  the  Com- 
miitee  to  turn  from  the  amrasing  speculalioos  of 
gentlemen  who  are  striving  lo  pat  this  nation  in 
the  wrong,  and  look  to  the  facts.  As  early  as  the 
2lBt  December,  General  Gaines  writes  to  Ihe 
Deparlment  of  War, in  ibese  words:  "  I  ain  now 
'  convinced  that  the  bostlliiy  of  these  Indians  is 
'  now,  and  has  long  been,  of  so  deep  a  die,  as  to 
'  leave  no  ground  of  caleaUlion  of  tranquillily, 
'  antit  the  towns  southwest  and  east  of  this  shall 
'  receive  a  signal  proof  of  your  ability  to  retaliate 
<  for  every  outrage.  A  party  of  Semioolelniliaa^ 
'  on  the  SOlb  ultimo,  formed  aa  ambuscade  apon 
'  the  Appalachicola,  attacked  one  of  oar  boats 
'  asceodtng  near  the  shore,  and  killed,  wpnnded. 
'  and  look  the  greater  part  of  the  detachment." 
The  honorable  Speaker  reooses  apoo  the  letter  of 
an  Indian  chief  to  eniablish  the  opposite  position, 
and  be  emphasized  it  wiib  a  jniheiic  toae.  The 
Indian  chief,  yei  red  with  the  blood  of  these 
women  and  children  that  belonged  to  the  detach- 
ment—with  e^es  still  glaring  with  the  ferocity 
which  burned  in  his  countenance  wben  the  blaze 
sltrwly  enveloped  and  coosamed  an  American 
sailor,  is  weighed  egaijisi  this  hero  without  fear 
and  wiifaoal  reproach?  Ftom  what  system  of 
ethicadidibiitangediawblimoraliiy?  Wheiteo 
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did  lie  derife  his  notions  of  honor  J  Had  his 
luart  beeo  chattened,  his  conscience  qaickened, 
and  chained  to  the  tbrooe  of  Heaven  bjr  the  Chru- 
tian  Teligion?  No,  bis  mind  hadbecD  disciplined, 
and  hia  morals  fashioned  ia  the  scboo]  of  incen- 
e,  before  this  li 
-t  inhabited  bf  Indians 
and  negroes,  and  commanded  by  an  Englishman, 
hostililiei  were  wa^d  against  the  United  States. 
This  mass  of  hostiliir,  this  motley  group  of  iasur- 
Kclion  and  matder,  amply  supplied  with  ammu- 
nition aod  arms,  depredated  vour  frontier.  They 
had  murdered  a  eulant  midshipman ;  thef  had 
■lack  a  sailor  fall  of  splinlers  and  burnt  btca  to 
death.  ,  This,  outrage  againsl  humanity,  this 
crnel  deed,  had  been  perpetrated  upon  a  ebiIot, 
one  who  had  borne  the  "  star-spangled  banner  in 
triumph  over  the  wave."  He  looied  upon  the 
land  of  bis  fathers ;  in  the  hour  of  torture,  he  taw 
the  flag  of  liberty  wave  in  the  air,  and  the  arms 
of  hb  companions  gleam  in  the  sun :  his  bursting 
heart  inroked  the  vengeaQce  of  his  countrr. 
Oallint  spirit,  yon  callediiot  in  rain  1  This  horde 
of  brigands  was  given  ts  the  winds  1 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  cannot  now  be  denied,  that, 
this  being  a  defensive  war,  resulting  from  the 
necessity  of  repelling  iovasioo.  military  more- 
men!  was  the  bounden  duty  of  toe  Eiecniire,  not 
only  upon  the  principle  of  self-preservation, — 
a  law  written  by  the  Gnger  of  nature  upon  all 
animated  creation— but  under  the  practice  of  the 
Government  and  the  laws  of  the  country;  and  it 
will  be  found  that  the  rights  of  war,  extended  to 
the  management  of  the  war  by  the  international 
law,  were  exercised  with  extraordinary  forbear- 
ance— never  transcended.  It  would  require  no 
prophetic  spirit  to  predict,  that,  so  long  aa  you 
confined  your  mililBT};  operations  to  chasing  the 
Indian  fromToar  territory,  the  war  would  rage, 
and  the  cilizeui  would  coniiooe  to  fall  under  tlie 
tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  This  Govern- 
ment has  ever  exercised  its  rights  with  forbear- 
ance :  in  the  love  of  peace,  it  has  celinqaisbed 
many.  This  nallon  has  bent  uoder  the  weight  of 
insult,  and  seldom  appealed  to  the  exercise  of 
her  tights  in  full  latitude,  until  compelled  to  it 
by  principles  ideniiSed  with  the  paramonnt  duty 
of  all  aorernmenis.  How  long  were  your  ciii- 
sens  torn  from  their  families,  scourged  by  a  Brit- 
ish captain,  and  compelled  in  some  instances  to 
point  the  cannon  against  their  couotrymen  1 
The  bitter  cap  of  humiliation  was  emptied  lo  the 
dregs :  In  scorn  it  was  said  this  UoTerameDt 
could  not  be  kicked  into  a  war.  The  nation  rose 
in  the  majesty  of  in  strength,  and  hurled  de- 
■trnction  upon  the  foe  I  Experience  at  length 
satisfied  the  Administration  that  these  vexatious 
and  cruel  incursionacould  only  be  terminated  by 
pursuing  the  etraticlndian.  At  length  tbe  ghost 
of  the  departed,  sovereignty  of  Spain  in  Florida 
no  longer  alarmed.  It  fled  before  the  demands 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama  for  protection  ;  and  tbe 
extent  or  the  orders  giren  to  tbe  troops  was  com- 
municated to  you  by  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
«ge  of  tbe  26th  March,  18ia  He  told  you  that 
'  Orders  had  been  given  to  the  Qenetal  in  com- 


'  mand  not  to  enter  Florida  nnlen  it  be  In  par- 
'  suit  of  the  enemy,  and  in  that  case  to  respect 
'  the  Spanish  authoritj  wherever  it  is  maintaio- 
'  ed;  aod  he  will  be  instructed  to  withdraw  his 
'  forces  from  this  province  as  eood  as  he  sbtU 
'  hare  reduced  that  tribe  to  order,  and  secured  our 
'  fellow-citfzeDs  in  that  quarter,  by  satisfactory 
'  arrangements  against  its  unprovoked  and  sar- 
'  age  hostilities  in  future."  How  did  you  proceed 
npon  the  receipt  of  this  Message  1  It  was  the 
basis  of  legislatire  acts,  legitimatizing  what  had 
been  done ;  countenancing  the  docttine  the  Mes- 
sage contained ;  and  embracing  its  riewa,  yon 
directed  a  brigade  of  militia  to  be  called  Into  ser- 
vice ;  you  increased  the  pay  of  the  Georgia  mili- 
tia engaged  in  tbe  Seminole  war.  He  said  be 
recollected  the  proposition  was  made  by  bis  friend 
from  that  State,  (Mr.  Cobb.)  He  fell  a  repog- 
naoce  to  it,  but  his  objections  melted  awar  under 
the  fervid  zeal  and  eloquence  of  that  gentleman  ; 
and  a  large  appropriation  was  muie  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  war.  Here  is  a  shield  broad 
enough  and  thick  enough  to  protect  the  Execn- 
tire  from  attack,  the  work  of  your  own  hands. 

But,  considering  the  subject  unaccompanied 
with  this  quati  declaration  of  war  and  the  auxil- 
iary measures,  the  step  was  strictly  justifiable. 
If  Spain  bad  been  a  neutral  Power  and  the  In- 
dian* belligerent,  not  inhabiting  her  territory  and 
being  within  her  sovereignty,  but  merely  retreat- 
then  the  Americana  would  have  had  an 
it  to  pursue  them  by  the  usages 
will  find  this  doctrine  in  Vattel, 
615.  It  is  certain  that  on  my  enemy's  being  de- 
feated and  too  much  weakened 'to  escape  me, 
if  my  neighbor  afl'ords  him  a  retreat,  his 
conduct,  EO  pernicious  to  my  safety  and  interests, 
would  be  incompatible  with  neutrality.  If  thete- 
fore  my  enemy  on  a  defeat  retires  into  a  neatial 
couDlry,  he  is  to  cause  the  troops  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  continue  ihetr  march,  aod  not  permit 
them  10  watch  an  opportunity  loattaek  me,  because 
otherwise  be  gives  me  a  right  to  enter  his  terri- 
tory in  pursuit  of  my  enemy — a  misfortune  that 
often  attends  nations  unable  to  command  respect. 
Tbe  enemy  not  only  retreated  into  the  Spanish 
territory  and  watched  an  opportunity  lo  attack 
our  citizens,  but  were  the  iabahitanis  of  tbe  coun- . 
try,  and  kept  the  Spanish  authorities  ia  subjec- 
tion. It  was  said  by  a  member  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Stobrb,)  that  the  line  shonld  not  hare 
been  crossed,  until  application  had  been  made  to 
the  Spanish  Court.  For  months  bad  your  soil 
been  polluted  by  the  foot  of  savage  iavasioa ;  for 
months  Ijad  this  land,  sacred  to  liUrty,  to  justice, 
and  lo  humanity,  been  crimsoned  by  tbe  blood  of 
its  inbabiiants;  yet  there  should  hare  been  a 
pause  in  our  movements  until  a  messenger  bad 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  call  tbe  attention  of  Fer- 
dinand to  tbe  condition  of  bis  subjects — lo  awa- 
ken bim  to  a  sense  of  dntr,  and  to  ask  him  to 
reatsume  tbe  sovereignty  of  the  Flotidaa,  wbiek 
he  bad  carelessly  lost.  Your  messenger  would 
have  found  bim  lambouiinga  peliicoat  for  ilic 
Virgin,  surrounded  br  lazy  monks,  dreaming  of 
sebemes  to  establish  the  laquiaiiioo,  under  whose 
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tortares  IiTpociisfflaufisheB  and  religion  explrea. 
The  lodiaD  is  only  vulnerable  in  his  town.  An 
Indian  wat  can  only  be  teiminated  by  deitroj- 
JDg  bia  means  of  sobstsience,  and  nen«t»ling  hie 
foatQeueB,  where  he  flies  for  shelter^  aolil,  like 
the  tiger,  in  the  stili  darkness  of  the  ni^l,  he  ean 
(Dting  DpoQ  his  prey.  It  was  said,  toe  present 
Secretary  of  War  gave  rigor  to  the  oporatione ; 
that  he  boldly  ordered  the  commander  of  oar 
forces  to  terminate  the  war.  It  was  the  patriotic 
Tigor  that  meets  the  exigency.  Let  that  distin- 
gniihed  sutesman  purine  tbe  coarse  he  hss  com- 
menced, and  ere  long  tbe  band  of  gratitude  will 
crown  him  with  the  proudest  honors  of  the 
Republic. 

But  Spain  was  not  a  neutral  Power ;  she  did 
not  occupy  that  relation  to  the  belligerents  which 
constitutes  neutrality  by  the  law  of  nations.  She 
was  a  party  Of  an  associate;  it  was  immaterial 
which.  Spain  claims  sorereignty  over  tbe  terri- 
tory inhabited  by  tbe  Seminoles.  The  nainre  and 
extent  of  the  juritdiclion  depends  npon  herself; 
it  isooty  limited  by  policy,  and  the  power  to  com- 
pel obedicQce.  All  the  GovernmeDlt  admit  the 
abaolnte  sorereignty  of  Spain  over  the  Indians 
witbin  her  territorial  boundary.  They  are  not 
recognised  as  a  nation  by  that  implied  compact 


Ooremmeo  t  has  extended  its  criminal  jurii 
into  the  wilderaees,  and  poshed  its  commercial 
arrangements  among  the  savages.  Tbe  Span- 
arda  exterminated  the  Mesieaos,  and  stretched 
MontezBma  upon  tbe  coals;  and  now,  with  fune- 
ral procession,  drags  the  Indian  to  the  mines, 
where  he  meets  a  certain  but  protracted  death, 
it  hat  beeit  complained  of  as  cruel  and  despotic, 
bni  admitted  an  act  of  sorereigntT,  a  manicipal 
legulatioD,  with  which  no  Power  had  a  right  to 
interfere.  Tbe  crosade  against  tyrants  was  once 
preached  by  a  rictorious  repnbtic.  Thrones  shot^ 
«l  the  sound,  and  all  maoarchies  trembled  befwe 
it ;  but  the  aouitdest  position  is,  that  every  nation 
has  a  Tight  to  manage  its  own  internal  affairs  in 
its  own  way.  SpatOj  then,  refusing  you  the  ri^bt 
of  makiojij  treaties  vith  tbe  Indians,  and  CDneid- 
ering  an  invasion  of  the  country- these  Indian: 
occupy  an  infraction  of  beriorcreignty.  imriiedlj 
admits  ibem  to  be  her  subjects.  She  had  dont 
more.  In  her  treaty  with  tba  United  Slates  this 
stipulation  is  contained:  "  Spain  will  not  suffer 
'  her  Indians  to  alack  the  citizens  of  the  United 
■  Suies,  nor  the  Indians  inhabiting  their  territo- 
'  ly;"  expressly  rect^aisioR  these  Indians  to  be  her 
Indians,  and  assummg  all  the  duties  which  de- 
pend opon  tbe  connexion  between  sovereign  and 
subject,  in  relation  to  foreign  Governments.  If 
they  were  not  tbe  subjects  of  Spain,  making  war 
upon  the  United  8 la tee,  the  facts  furnished  the 
Committee  strip  the  Spanish  anthorilies  of  all 
semblance  of  neutrality,  and  place  tbem  In  the 
plight  of  associates  in  the  war  ;  giving  the  army 
of  the  United  States  the  same  right  to  operate 
against  the  Spanish  aatborities  as  the  belligerent 
Indians.  In  VatttL  97,  the  doctrine  is  thus  laid 
down:  "Those  who  assist  my  enemy,  are  his 
'  associates;"  and  in  page  103,  "the  real  aafoei- 


'  ates  of  my  enemy  being  my  enemies,  I  haTO 
'  adjust  them  the  same  rights  as  against  the  prin- 
'  cipal  enemy."  "  To  furnish  a  belligerent  wiUi 
'  money,  monitions  of  war,  or  provislonsj  to  en- 
'  able  it  to  prosecute  (he  war,  is  a  forfeiture  of 
'  neutrality,  and  makes  the  nation  an  associate  in 
'  the  war ;  and  I  make  war  npon  them  without  a 
'  declaration."  ( VaUd,  486,  and  496.)  The 
Spanish  antborities  in  Florida  fnmished  the  In- 
dians with  munitions  of  war,  and  pronsiona 
drawn  ftom  the  public  stores. 

Sir,  before  we  advance  to  St.  Marks,  permit 
me  to  remark  that  I  attribute  no  hostile  act  to 
tbe  Coort  of  Madrid.  !a  the  changes  of  that 
nnfortunate  monarchy  Florida  bad  become  a 
derelict  sovereigntv.  It  was  the  local  authori- 
ties that  he  considered  associates.  Spain  was 
incompeieat  to  perform  tbe  obli^tions  she  had 
undertaken ;  she  could  not  restrain  either  her  In- 
dians or  Spanish  stibjects  from  depredating.  Me 
should  not  say  much  upon  the  occupation  of  St. 
Marks,  because  the  ablest  advocates  for  censure 
had  here  attributed  no  wrong.  St.  Marks,  eon- 
iidered  as  a  fort,  occupied  by  a  neutral  or  an  as- 
sociate, was  equally  subject  to  be  captured  by  tbe 
United  States  army.  ''Extreme  necessity  may 
'  even  authorize  the  temporary  seizure  of  a  place, 
'  and  tbe  putting  a  garrison  therein  for  defendiiig 
'  itself  against  the  enemy^  or  preventing  him  in 
'  bis  designs  of  seizing  this  place  when  the  sor- 
'  erei^  is  not  able  to  defend  it."  (  Fattel,  511.) 
Ambrisler^  at  tbe  bead  of  his  brigands,  com- 
menced bis  march  to  oecupv  this  place.  The 
Qovemor  had  acknowledged  that  his  garrison 
was  not  sufficient  to  repel  an  attack  from  the 
combined  Indian  and  n^ro  forces.  Upon  this 
ground,  considering  the  garrison  strictly  neotral, 
QeneralJackson  was  justified  in  taking  posses- 
sion ;  but,  he  said,  HO  man,  even  in  the  fervor  of 
bis  zeal,  could  contend  that  it  was  a  neutral  poM. 
Here  it  WBi  that  Hitlis  Hajo  and  other  hostile 
chiefs  held  their  war  councils,  in  the  command- 
ant's  quarters ;  here  the  commandant  emtx^dened 
the  Indians  to  robbery  and  murder,  bjr  telling 
them  that  Spain  bad  declared  war  against  thia 
country.  This  Governor  made  eonitacti  for  your 
cattle  before  they  were  stolen ;  this  Qovernor  wu 
tbe  jailer  of  Hambly,  whose  crime  waa  humanity 
and  attachment  to  t  heUnited  States  this  Governor 
told,  as  his  private  proper!)^,  to  your  General,  the 
cattle  sttden  from  your  citizens;  and  here  was 
seen  a  black  man  and  Spanish  soldier  dressed  in 
American  uniform,  recogaised  to  be  a  part  of  tbe 
ctothine  belonging  to  the  detachment  command- 
ed by  Lieutenant  Scott.  Therefore^  it  was  not 
only  necessary,  but,  the  Governor  being  an  aaso- 
oiate  of  the  Indians,  it  was  justifiable  to  take 
possession  of  St.  Marks.  The  nonoraUe  Speaker, 
to  disprove  the  necessity,  said  that  Indians  did 
not  occupy  or  attack  forts.    Bitter  experience 

frdves  the  contrary.  Negro  Fort  was  manned  bf 
ndians  and  negroes;  the  Horse  Shoe  was  pro- 
tected by  military  works ;  and  Fort  Mimms,  that 
scene  of  horror  and  raasiacre,  npon  which  the 
cruel  and  bloody  Weatherford  turned  his  back 
and  fled,  speaka  in  a  language  that  must  be  felt 
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M)d  nptUntoad,  ihat  IsdiBiiB  capluM  forU.  Sir, 
.Hid  Mr>  81  il  has  been  cntlmvored  lo  plice 
Pea«M4>U  qpOD  «  diSereqt  foaling  fiom  St. 
UarJu;  but  faeu  ba*e  cooiiectcd  ibcn,  and 
placed  iheai  npop  eonuMiD  prinoipJ.es,  a*  r^ards 
«ur  JKlligercDi  righla  and  iheir  relaiiuu  to  Lbe 
Indians.  Thii  naiiop  bad  an  abaoluie  right  to 
aeeurity  from  deptedaiioa  ob  her  froDlier;  ihia 
»;hlJwa8(i)a(aiiUedbTthBS(iaaiBh  QoverDmeiil. 
^viag  beea  iDfolved  in  a  oiuel  and  Tczaitoos 
war,  in  cooieqacDce  of  ttw  imbecility  of  Ibat 
Court,  ih»  QoiBiamtat  bnd  a  lisht  to  alt  the 
Bicass  whieh  vere  aeccasarjr  for  obtainiag  tbia 
aeeutity;  .See  Vattei,  p.  516.  PcDHCota  waa  Ibe 
cialHof  that  ToJicaQoorbaEtilliy  whose  ernpiioDB 
were  so  calaoiitoua  lo  lite  fronuia.  lu  Qoremor 
i)»A  Tieiaied  all  tbe  duties  impoHd  apon  him  by 
the  UflaiTCDgigemeiila  of  bis  matter;  beliadtram- 
l^led  aDiiar  foat  all  neutral  oblisatioug.  It>  your 
wainiiA  Einglandtt^e  Briiiabflag  was  eaiwinad 
with  the  Bpaawb  colors  fiostiiqt  upon  this  far- 
treaa}  Iwne  tbe  lodiaAs  were  tiaioed  b^  a  British 
dSmetj  and  from  this  place  the  expedition  against 
Mobile  was  fitted  out  ^  atid  10  this  place  the&it- 
ifh  and  tiuir  i«d  allwa  returned  when  corered 
with  defeat  sod  disgrace.  It  produecd  the  war 
W'lfc  tlw  SanwDoies.  Harahly  eeriifiei^  that  tbts 
GoTiUnpr  wrote  to  Perrymao,  a  Seminole  chief, 
tt4*iHi>g  him  to  coUeet  hia  fiirces  and  join  his 
DfV*'  brethtcQ,  who  had  datermiaed  10  aoake  off 
IMS  AoMricaa  yoke,  and  that  be  would  furnish 
lua  witbkimsaodampiiinliioniaad  thAt,jn  leu 
than  ■  montli,  tbeir  father  and  protestor,  his 
master,  would  have  a  Mffioieni  ermy  in  the  fisld 
|o  aid  and  jiroteot  tbeu  j  that,  not  loQg  after 
ibis,  he  WW  a  large  parly  of  ladiaa*  at  PaDaa- 
«ola,  wbeta  they  received  a  large  quantity  of 
arms  and  apunUDition  1  Nay,  he  robbed  bis  mai- 
ler's cannon  to  supply  the  Indiana  with  lead. 
And  here  waa  vended, in  op«n  market, the  bloody' 
clothes  ton  from  the  backs  of  your  sl«t)ght«red 
ciiiaens.  Bui  it  is  said  Ocfteral  Ja«k30ii  had 
«nno0iM«d  ibe  lerBinaiian  of  war,  jminediately 
ailMt  the  occMpaiion  of  St.  Marks,  and  that  the 
pecasuty  did  not  eilst;  thai,  Mie  war  being  at 
^end,  iha  oocupaiion  of  PensacoU  wasaot  oc- 
ssssary  to  cfieet  the  restoration  of  paaoa,  or  fur- 
piib  p«rmiiiMnt  proteeiios  to  the  frontier*.  The 
doeumcau  thaw,  ihftt  at  ihe  moment  (his  laiwr 
was  writftn  General  Jackson  was  pniatakaa. 
Imnwlialely  afier,  he  received  ioformation  tiwt 
^venieeo  pitrsons  had  bwn  killed  and  scalped  in 
the  Alabama  i  and  a  ihreaieDuu  letter  from  this 
QoTeinor,  ntdapiig  him  out  of  Florida.  This 
Governor  was  then  aarroasded  by  hoalile  ladiaos, 
with  whom  his  officer*  associated,  as  friends  and 
fioQipaniai)*.  On  th«  5th  and  6ih  of  May,  1818, 
;heFe  were  about  five  hundred  Indians  at  Pen- 
suola :  and,  oi>  the  23d,  Holmes,  a  noted  hoaiile 
chief,  left  that  idace,  baring  beea  there  several 
j»ecMii|g  days,  li  is  uonecessaiy  to  itCer  to 
tba  «ibibi|e  to  establish  these  faoia — the  evidence 
lio*  upa»  avmy  member's  table.  The  war  still 
raged:  the  aeeujwiioo  <tf  Bi.  Uaiks  had  not 
wualded  the  frontier  from  the  murderous  iocur- 
■ioitBiof  the  ladiaM)  boi  had  it  brought  Uck  the 


Oovnaorof  Peoaaeolatoaai. , 

of  his  BBvlral  ohltgatioas ;  if  lh«o,«B  llr.  B.  coa- 
l«nded,  the  measure  was  aU>imparlaDl  to  the  ai>- 
eorapliabineDt  of  the  security  of  oar  aitizeDt,il 
was  legilimaiiaed  bytha  lawof  nBtiODs,aBdwa* 
clearly  within  the  power  wJueb  ibia  House  con- 
templated to  be  exercised  by  tha  Execntire;  for 
he  lold  yon,  in  his  Message  that  the  General  in 
command  had  been  ordarea  to«Bter  Florida,ui 
putinit  of  the  enemy,  to  lespeot  the  Bfaaiah  au- 
thority wbwcVer  maintained,  and  to  withdraw 
when  be  had  seenred  Mir  fiellow-ei^zeaa.  kf 
satisfactory  ariaBgements  against  ■nprovoked 
and  Mvage  Iwstiliiiea  in  future.  He  did  sot  at- 
tribute tbeir  foul  deed  10  Ferdinand;  hiaaeepU 
did  not  reach  acrOsi  the  ocean  ;  his  aorercignty 
was  ideal,  bis  auiboiiiy  was  not  nninttuucd  at 
PeDsaeola  ;  his  high  obljgationi  to  ibis  coautrr 
were  disregarded  there.  For  fouriecD  year*,  this 
Oovernor,  and  his  mamudiag  garrison,  had  re- 
ceived no  pay.  They  had  subsisted  upon  tlae 
blood-siained  spoil,  torn  from  your  noproteoted 
frontier,  by  tbair  Indian  confederates.     • 

This  slop  doea  not  rest  solely  upon  your  m«a< 
■urcsat  ihe  last  session, and  internjkiionaUaw,  fat 
viodicatioD.  The  movement  is  siiatained  by  ibe 
high  authority  of  two  Presidents,  WaaUsgian 
and  Madison,  and  bythe  several  Coagiesaes  itf 
ilMse  two'period*.  When  Wayae  obiataed  kh 
tigaal  victory  he  b«rnt  and  destroyed  OohvAl 
McGec'«  house  and  store,  he  being  tiw  Britiah 
■gent,  and  everything  that  wa*  oombutlihle,  tm> 
dcr  the  guns  of  llie  Biltish  fort ;  and  waiiM  iiaTn 
captured  the  fort^if  his  force  had  been  suffieteDtly 
strong,  upon  the  priDoipls  that  the  garrison  ca> 
epemied  with  the  lodlan*.  With  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  oircttmslUKCB,  Coagiasa  voted 
him  ibaaks ;  and,  duriag  the  zaceat  eoaieat  wiA 
England,  PeosacoU  being  always  the  dq>ai  of 
the  elamenis  of  war,  and  the  rallying  point  of 
the  enemy,  whether  Hicholls  or  Bowlegs,  and 
negro  Nero,  General  Armslroa^  addressed  ihn 
folkwing  note  to  General  Jacisan :  "  If  they, 
'  the  Spaniards,  admit,  feed,  arm,  and  co-operate 
'  with  the  British  and  hostile  Indiaas,  yon  most 
'  alrike,  upOB<tbe  broad  priaciples  of  eelf-preaci- 
'  vatioB."  This  doctrine  was  neld  by  that  great 
civilian,  Madison.  The  Ateis  had  existed;  the 
blow  had  been  strndk ;  Peoaaetria  had  been  cap- 
lined.  ThalransMlioBtaropeffectlyaoahigonB: 
human  iaganuity  cannot  draw  a  distinction  be- 
tween them.  Then,  sir,  there  were  no  Coaati- 
tulional  BCioptes ;  no  call  upon  this  people  to 
arouse  from  theslnmber  ofBieeDtivecoofioancc, 
.and  guard  this  sacred  instrument  from  iofiaation. 
Then  this  illustrious  men,  who  can  empbaliaally 
any.  Fimt,  vidi,  vid  I  was  bailed  as  the  cbampioa 
of  his  country'*  rigbtB,and  the  avenger  of  b^ 
country's  wrongs.  Now,  all  be  naked  was  a 
alight  boon  from  Ihe  opposite  side;  Ihe  indut 
gent  extension  of  that  ezpositioa  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  law  of  nations  which  prevailed  in 
the  last  Presidency.  He  would  not  call  them  to 
look  upon  the  pfoceediogsof  the  last  se&iion.  In 
Madison's  Adminial  ration,  the  oceupatJOD  of  F<^ 
•aeols  waa  no  inbicgament  of  Bpanith  aover- 
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eignly;  noesBwof  wtr;iio  waTpstion;  noTio- 
htioa  of  (be  CoDstimiion.  When  the  preteni 
AdiDiniitrBiion  iresdt  in  the  foouteps  of  ihelT 
predecenon,  lei  Ihem  hmve  the  beDefit  of  your 
Mmer  CAMiroeiion  of  the  CoBMitatioti,  and 
yoar  fornwr  reading  of  the  law  of  sation.  Do 
not  contract  attd  whieii  the  piof  idoDs  of  that 
inairameiit,  whiah  should  ba  a  light  to  the  feet, 
■ad  a  lamp  to  the  path  of  pablic  fuDctionaries ; 
fleadf  and  aniform  ;  not  an  ^gftit  fatwu,  beam- 
ing here  and  there,  to  entrap  aod  mtilead,  and 
•erre  the  purposea  of  the  momeot  Tbe  capture 
of  PeMaeola  had  been  eoropared  to  the  bomnaTd- 
ment  of  Oaiwaba^n  aod  the  Beiznre  of  the  D*d- 
lah  fleet.  He  MHd,  the  fast-anchored  itle  had 
ofiAi  received  eulogies  at  the  expense  of  thia 
eoBQtrjr,  »veD  is  tbia  HobHj  the  sanelaatr  of  het 
fame  aod  her  liberty  ;  bat  in  no  instance  bad  a 
mae  becD  made  out  which  annk  her  to  a  lerel 
with  BriiJih  Uaohiarriliam  and  depraTity.  Den- 
nark  wai  a  tteatral  Power,  strictly  observioK 
bar  neniral  relaiiaDs.  Pensacola  was  command- 
«d  by  a,Oovernor  who  had  commirted  frequent 
acta  of  war,  by  stirring  np  the  restless  spirit  of 
the  Indian,  aitd  ftiririshlng  him  with  proTitions, 
arms,  and  maniiioat  of  war.  In  l^c^  be  was  a 
party  la  a  war  which  could  only  be  terminated 
by  remoTHtg  bim  fVom  the  coaimand. 

The  esecDiion  of  Ambrister  and  Arbathnot  is 
aaid  lo  be  uneoasiltDtioDal  i  bot  iagenioas  gen- 
llemcD  have  not  coDdeacended  to  point  onl  the 
provinon  which  i«  fnraded,  unless,  as  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Colhton)  had  contended,  the  Con- 
atiiMion  bad  repealed  the  liw  of  nlions,  making 
Ibis  ft  transaction  camu  omifut,  and  cBtrying 
baok  the  right  ef  puniBbment  to  the  old  ground 
of  aalural  law,  where  aathoriiy  sufficient  would 
be  found  for  ibe  meBsure.  On  ibe  contrary  this 
people,  wheu  they  assumed  a  stand  amoogat  the 
Powers  »f  the  earth,  became  entitled  to  the  ben- 
e6l  of  all  the  law  of  nations.  The  Constiin- 
tian  only  dratributes  the  exercise  of  these  rights 
amongst  a  rariet]r  of  departments,  defininz  what 
portion  ef  aovereigntr  shall  be  exercised  by  the 
one  and  ttie  other— all  the  sovereign  power  that 
•Ua«b«a  to  ao  iodepehdent  Oorenimeut  in  ita 
foreign  relaiioBs,  and  inlereoarsc  existiuff  in,  and 
to  be  performed  by  one  of  these  departments,  or 

S'  (he  co-operatTon  of  all.  This  Qo?eriHaent 
aims  all  the  rights  of  war  aod  peace  permi((ed 
to  be  exercised  by  the  law  of  nations.  This  taw, 
BDd  the  practice  and  nsage  of  all  Oovernments, 
veat  the  right  of  puniahiDgincendiaTieslikeihose 
1b  the  aommanders  of  armies.  Your  ConstitU' 
tioB  does  not  interdict  the  exercise  of  this  power 
m  this  ordinary  -mode,  nor  is  It  confined,  by  that 
iBtlruBKitt,  CO  any  particular  deparimEDt,  nor  has 
it  been  the  subject  of  lejislation.  The  honorable 
Speaker  had  given  a  reierence  to  a  law,  but  ba*- 
ini^  examined,  he  found  a  short  statute  author- 
ixmg  retaliation  upon  the  cidzens  of  the  French 
Sepoblie,  with  which  this  coantry  never  was  at 
war.  The  crime  of  which  these  men  were  ffuilty 
la  defined,  and  its  pnaisbment  provided  ^r  by 
iaternatiODal  law.  The  spirit  of  your  tnstiiations 
OMoot  paaa  into  a  foroigo  lerrlto^,  and  give  yosr 


:ivil  tribunals  criminal  jurisdiction.  In  Vatid, 
}.  G2,voufiad  this  proposition:  "He  who  is  in- 
jnrtil  by  foreign  subjects  does  himself  justice, 
by  his  own  power,  when  be  meets  with  (he  of- 
fenders in  his  own  country,  or  in  a  free  place; 
'  and,  to  avoid  all  misunderstanding,  it  is  agreed, 
'  that  every  private  person  committing  hosdliiiei 
without  a  commission  from  their  sovereign, 
sbonld  meet  with  the  same  treatment."  And 
igain,  in  Martens,  p.  280,  "but  those  wbo,  not 
being  authorized  by  commissioD  from  their  lar- 
'  ereign,  take  upon  them  to  attack  the  enemy,are 
'  treated  by  bim  as  banditti."  It  will  not  be  coa- 
tended  that  the  Prince  Regent  commissioned 
these  miscreants— yet  they  Iwth  certainly  coit>- 
milted  hostilities.  Ambrister  commanded,  and 
Arbuchnot  supplied  arms  and  ammuniiion.  He 
said,  the  history  of  vnr  Revolation  furnished 
many  illustrations  of  this  doctrine,  demonstrating 
that  this  power  had  always  been  exercised  by  the 
eommaBders  of  armies.  It  was  unnecessary  le 
particularize  each  case— they  had  been  remarked 
upon  by  those  who  preceded  him. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that,  although  (his  was  ample  vin- 
dication, be  placed  (he  jus(iflca(i(ni  of  these  vnf- 
cutions  upon  different  gronnd.  He  did  not  coti- 
sider  tliese  men  British  subjects.  The  doclrina 
of  [wrpetnl  allegiance — once  a  subject  always  a 
sulyect — was  not  to  be  found  in  his  political 
creed.  The  right  of  expatriation  wts  admitted 
by  this  Oovemment — the  tide  of  emigration 
flowed  into  this  country  upon  that  principle ;  and 
its  preservation  is  the  shield  of  a  large  portion  of 
your  population,  who  hare  sought  refuge  here 
from  tyrimny  and  persecution.  The  evidence  of 
the  eiercise  of  this  right  is,  residence  or  accept- 
ance of  office.  When  an  effort  was  made  in  this 
Home,  by  an  able  and  zealous  friend  to  the  righta 
of  man.  to  prescribe  a  mode  for  the  exercise  of 
this  rigot,  it  was  rejected,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  right  then  stood  upon  the  surest  basts. 
These  men  had  become  members  of  the  Indian 
tribe— they  had  incorporated  themselves  with  the 
savages.  Ainbristi;r  commanded  a  detachment 
and  marched  at  the  bead  of  an  army,  eompoaed 
of  n^oes  and  Indians,  to  meet  the  American 
troops.  Arbathnot  Was  admitted  into  (he  conn- 
oil  of  the  nation,  as  a  chief;  be  was  the  minister 
of  foreign  relations  of  the  Seminde  tribes  and 
their  dependencies,  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola, 
Appointed  and  commissioned  to  his  high  office 
by  special  power  of  aiiorney,  he  corresponded, 
offietBlly,  with  British  Qoveroors  and  Spanish 
commandaniii  be  communicated  with  the  Bth- 
ish  Minister  near  [he  American  Governmeui, 
until  the  interesltttg  correspondence  was  inter- 
rupted by  (he  weight  of  poB(age.  Sir,  be  said,  it 
would  have  been  an  interesiing  spectacle  to  have 
seen  the  arrival,  in  tbis  circle  of  ettqneKe,  of  this 
represeotatire  of  Hitlis  Hajo,  Bowlegs,  Nero,  and 
the  Spanish  commandants;  he  would  have  been 
a  little  smoked  with  monarchy,  and  great  com- 
motion would  have  resulted  from  the  difficulty 
of  fixing  bia  rank  in  the  scale  of  &sbioa.  Theae 
men  having  ineorpoiated  themselves  with  the 
In diaus— having  v<>lnntarily  stepped  down  from 
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ciTiliied  locietv  and  ebrtstUn  warfare,  made  con 
mon  CBDse  with  the  saragea,  and  coaiiibuied  t 
their  indiscrimiDate  massacre,  they  wer«  subjtc 


o  the  aame  treatment  that  the  usages  of  the  ci 


the  usages  of  the  coun- 
rmiltea  lo  be  inflicted 


trjr  and  the  h 

apoD  the  MTBge.  Hillis  Hajo  was  bung;  his 
roemorf  is  not  embalmed,  nor  bis  fame  perpetu- 
ated, br  a  liDgle  plainlive  strain.  Tet  Hillis 
Hijo  was  a  kinz  and  a  prophet;  he  bad  twept 
youT  frontier  willi  a  besom  oi  desolation  ;  no  feel  ■ 
tag  of  his  heart  protected  the  iafaoi  or  the  timid 
female;  indiscriminate  murder  tnariied  his  oper- 
ations. Ambrister  and  Arbulhnot.  enliahlened 
bf  the  Cbrislian  dispensation,  wnich  breathes 
peace  and  good  will  towards  man,  whetted  his 
appetite  for  blood ;  stimulated  him,  by  false  and 
deceptive  promises,  to  tear  ibe  scalp  from  the 
infant's  head,  and  plunge,  the  tomahawk  in  the 
aged  matron's  breast,  and  droye  him  inevitably 
to  the  fate  he  deservedly  met.  They  were  ap- 
prehended in  the  fact,  and  condign  punishment 
inflicted. 

This  execution,  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, was  demanded  as  well  by  sound  policy  as 
enlightened  hnmanily.  AH  the  Indian  wars  had 
been  traced  to  English  instigation.  At  the  battle 
of  Miami,  British  troops  were  seen  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Indians.  The  nite  of  the  gallant  Eentnc- 
kians,  at  the  rivet  Raisin,  and  the  massacre  at 
Fort  Mimms,  was  fixed  by  incendiaries.  The 
Uood  of  Allen  and  Simpson  was  upon  their  head*. 
Whv  Ibis  sympBtb]r,  ibis  Jeep  interest  in  the  fate 
of  inese  incendiaries  1  They  have  not  higher 
claims  than  the  unfortunate  Americans  who,  ani- 
mated with  the  soal-stirring  motive  of  giving 
liberty  to  a  nation,  mixed  in  the  reToluuonary 
conflict  of  South  America.  These  are  your 
brothers,  sustaining  the  dignity  of  man ;  they  now 
drag  their  chains  in  Spanish  thraldom,  hunting 
mushrooms,  their  only  food  ;  yet  no  voice  is  lifted 
ap,  in  this  House,  deploring  their  unhappy  fate, 
and  caliiog  upon  the  energies  of  this  Oovemment 
to  rescue  them  from  this  miserable  imprisonment 


and  the  melancholy  fate  that  a 
nanimiiy  of  Europe  is  appealed  tc 


The  mag< 
Why 


compelled,  by  the  friends  of  these  resolaiioos  in 
vindicating  General  Jackson  and  the  country,  (o 
riolaie  that  courtesy  which  is  doe  to  foreign 
Powers  J  Nay,  the  pride  of  France,  and  the  orna- 
ment of  her  Mmy,  was  shot,  in  defiance  of  a  guar- 
antee of  safety.  England  has  realized  the  ex- 
travagant fabla-of  Prometheus.  She  has  chained 
that  highly  gifted  man,  Booaparie,  to  a  rock,  and 
the  Tulitirei  a»  literally  devouring  his  liver.  The 
execution  was  necessary,  to  cut  o£r  that  descrip- 
tion of  men  who  fed  and  nurtured  Indian  war. 

This  execniion  has  been  compared,  by  one  gen- 
tleman, to  the  death  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien.  11 
he  had  not  been  a  member  of  the  Bourbon  family, 
if  his  veins  had  not  been  enriched  with  royal 
blood,  his  fate  would  not  have  excited  a  sensation 
strong  enough  to  have  reached  these  shores. 
Why  had  he  not  heard  of  Emmet,  whose  mind 
reached  the  heavens,  and  whose  soul  embraced 
the  universe?  He  was  a  revolutionary  spirit, 
thirsting  and  aspiring  to  benefit  mankind.    In 


Europe,  the  lordling  basks  in  the  nunshine  of  the 
Court;  drinks  in  the  rays  of  power;  flutters  in 
y  plumage.    His  circle  is  the  world.    Tonab 
It  a  wing  of  this  butterfly — let  one  of  these  idle 
pageants  sufler,  no  matter  whether  under  one  of 
great  principles  that  preserve  nalionsjorby 
iprices  of  a  monarch,  it  produces  an  agita- 
tion which  vibrates^o  this  country,  and  excites  a 
^m  sympathy.    The  hardy  yeoman,  aliboogh 
iding  belweea  the  handles  of  his  plough,  or 
felling  the  forest  with  his  nervous  arm,  is  adorned 
by  virtue  and  by  valor,  and  dignified  by  the  en- 
joyment of  freedom.    He  looks  abroad  upon  ihe 
bounty  of  nature,  and  ihe  smiline  plenty  by  which 
he  is  surrounded,  the  work  of  bis  own  bands,  and 
his  heart  expands  and  melta  in  pioua  gratiiuda  lo 
Heaven— cheered  by  hope,  animated  by  ambition, 
he  is  cut  off  in  his  career,  confidentlv  retying;  upon 
the  protection  of  his  Government,  Dy  savage  bar* 
barity.    No  sensation  is  excited;  no  sympathy  ia 
felt.    Is  he  less  gifted  with  rare  and  noble  quali- 
ties than  Ambrister  and  Arbuthnot, or  iheDukel 
He  bad  no  Bourbon  blood  in  his  veins:  he  did 
owe  allesiance  to  his  Britannic  Uajesty  ;  be 
of  the  sous  of  freedom,  and  one  of  the 


bis  eyes;  he  is  spared  to  behold  the  torturing 
•"-"e,  and  is  slain.  No  sympathy  moans  hii 
^  DO  indignation  animates  tne  councils  of  bia 
nation  I  A  whole  race  of  such  men,  (he  pioneers 
who  were  leading  civilixation  and  religion  into 
the  wilderness,  attended  with  its  train  of  bleat- 
ings,  have  fallen  by  the  machinations  of  Aiabria- 
ler  and  Arhuihoot,  and  this  House  is  now  em- 
ployed in  deliberating  upon  a  propoiitioa  to 
censure  the  man  who  revenged  their  rate.  Here 
charity  begins  from  home,  and  the  justice  which 
should  encircle  our  paths,  and  protect  our  citi- 
zens when  living,  and  revenge  them  when  dead, 
'-  reserved  for  foreigners. 

Sir,  we  have  haa  an  alarming  represeotation 
of  military  despotism;  we  are  told  thai  Cssar, 
Alexander,  and  Cromwell,  subverted  the  liberties 
of  their  country.  Ctesar  commanded  an  army 
composed  of  barbarian  mercenaries.  He  found 
Rome  emascnlated  by  corrnpiioa ;  the  Oovern- 
ment  worn  out,  and  the  passions  and  the  vices  of 
the  people  administering  the  laws.  They  bad  no 
regenerating  principle,  no  fountain  of  political 
youth  io  which  the  Government  could  lave  itself, 
and  acquire  renewed  health  and  vigor — this  is 
the  bappy  intention  of  the  American  people. 
Ceesar  died,  and  Brutus  lived ;  his  virtues  were 
wasted  upon  his  degenerate  countrymen.  Alex- 
ander was  born  to  despotic  power;  be  was  ani* 
mated  with  the  hatred  that  tyrants  feel  for  liber- 
ty; gifted  with  military  talents,  he  conquered 
the  Grecian  republics,  which  he  found  paralyzed 
by  internal  factions.  Cromwell  was  carried  into 
the  protectorship  upon  the  bigotry  of  the  nation, 
nut  ihe  arms  of  the  soldiery.  But  admitting  that 
armies  have  crushed  liberty,  when  did  a  pepiile 
overturn  tyranny,  and  establish  freedom  upon  its 
ruins,  without  employing  arms  and  force?  No 
instance  is  recorded  where  despotism  fell  batote 
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a  pttiloM^leal  lectnrt.  Talent  mnsl  be  coo- 
BWled  with  riTtue,  boih  in  a  Glaceaman.and  geo- 
eial,  10  coDiribaie  to  the  estaUiBhnieni  or  preser- 
ratioD  of  liberty.  Faotioas  perfidy  and  treachery 
have  u  freqneatly  deprired  the  people  of  ibeir 
liberty,  and  ioTolved  naiiona  ia  raio,  as  the  mad 
ambition  of  military  men.  A  Carlhageniai]  Sen- 
ator, discoloring  every  measure  with  green-eyed 
jealousy,  tudaced  the  Senate  to  refuse  supplies  to 
tbe  patriotic  and  inTiocible  HRDoibal,  saved 
Borne  and  destroyed  Carihace.  America  had 
other  traitors  than  Arnold  j  and  a(  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolutionary  movement  in  France, 
which  soon  swelled  into  a  mighty  tempest  that 
made  every  tbrone  in  Eorope  tremble,  Mirabeiu 
boasted  that  he  carried  the  French  revolution 
upon  his  shoulders ;  he  was  tbe  master  spirit  that 
rode  in  the  storm,  and  directed  its  llghtniag. 
Tbe  proud  ambition  of  deserving  the  confidence, 
and  achieving  liberty  for  his  country, sunk  under 
the  blandish  meats  of  aristocracy ;  he  sold  himself 
to  the  Court,  and  expired  in  the  conflict  between 
hi>  ambiiivn  and  his  avarice ;  his  treachery  dis- 
solved the  elements  of  association ;  confidence  in 
professiooa  vaoished ;  suspicion  infused  itself  into 
the  iDasa  of  revolntionary  material,  which  was 
watkiog  for  the  emancipation  of  man,  and  pro- 
duced thoae  throes  and  eonvulaions  that  deso- 
lated Europe,  and  left  France  exhausted  and  en- 
slaved. 

Th«  Constitution  not  demandinjc  the  adoption 
of  tbe  resolutions,  justice  and  policy  both  forbid 
it.  You  are  now  engaged  in  a  protracted  nego- 
tiation with  Spain ;  the  tone  of  whose  Minister 
rises  with  every  denunciation  a^inst  tbe  Ad- 
miaiatratioH.  He  considers  the  interest  of  his 
muter  taken  into  your  goodly  keeping.    Your 


bankroDt  merchant 

tion    ot  indemnification  for  Spanish  spoi: 


pecta- 
liation 
anon  your  commerce.  He  has  left  the  distant 
summering  hope  as  a  legacy  to  bis  impoverished 
iamily,  who  in  rain  look  to  this  Qorernment  for 
jDatioft.  Spanish  diplomacy  spins  out  negotia- 
tioo,  and  delays  stiu  longer  retribution.  The 
high  destiny  of  this  Rowing  empire  demands  the 
•cqoirement  of  Florida ;  tbe  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity of  a  large  extent  of  popQtaiion  depends  upon 
its  possession ;  and,  instead  of  accelerating  her 
BiArcfa,  you  are  employed  in  mooting  Constitn- 
tioonl  points,  invisible  to  an  ordinary  mind,  and 
escaping  technical  inquisition.  The  Consiiiuiioo 
ia  tbe  palladium  of  your  liberties,  so  plainly  writ- 
fen  that  he  who  runs  may  read — a  sacred  bequest 
to  be  transmitted  unimpaired  to  posterity  not 
an  iDUrumcDl  to  be  perverted  to  the  purposes  of 
oppreasioD.  General  Jackson  is  to  be  stricken 
into  dust  by  these  reaolulions.  You  recollect  sir, 
irben  tbia  House  was  covered  with  gloom  and 
jaspoDdency,  that  edifice,  now  rising  into  splen- 
dor from  ruins,  presented  the  sad  spectacle  of  oa- 
,  tiooal  disgrace,  infiicted  by  the  vandal  spirit  of 
-  British  hatted;  your  resources  exhausted;  the 
nation  paralyzed;  a  powerful  partyin  this  House 
crippling  all  your  efforts ;  the  fall  of  Orleans  had 
.  been  loudly  proclaimed.  Awful  apprehension 
and  achii^  solieitnde  filled  etery  patriotic  bosom. 


id  the  birds  of  ill  omen  had  began  to  croak  tbe 
downfall  of  this  RepoblicI  You  recollect  the 
bright  morning  that  succeeded  that  dark  night. 
You  recollect  the  day  when  the  news  of  the  Slh 
of  January  arrived— joy  lighted  up  the  couoie- 
nance,  and  pride  elevated  the  crest  of  tbe  friends 
of  liberty.  Youthen  acknowledged  Jackson  your 
deliverer.  Be  not  tired  with  hearing  his  deeds 
recounted ;  his  glory  is  the  properly  of  tbe  na- 
tioo,  and  has  surrounded  your  country  with  a 
wall  of  fire.  Give  not  to  America  a  Bellisarius, 
nor  permit  the  bistoriao,  with  his  immortal  pen, 
to  inscribe  the  name  of  another  Arislides  upon 
his  page. 

Sir,  upon  every  view  of  this  subject,  I  sbidl 

)te  aninst  the  resoIntioDs. 

Mr.  Walkbs,  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  is  with  considerable  difficulty  I  approach 
this  subject,  which  has  been  discussed  with  so 
much  JDKrest  and  ability  by  thoae  who  have  pr^ 
ceded  me  In  this  debate,  as  almost  to  preclude  any 
further  ioqniry;  like  a  body  completely  anatom- 
ized, leaves  little  room  for  tbe  most  skilfal  artist 
mprove  upon  the  plan;  much  less  one  who 
rs  not  profess  to  he  very  learned  in  the  Con- 
siitutian  or  laws  of  nations,  and  has  no  preten- 
sions to  literary  or  legal  acquirements.  The 
grooad  which  1  shall  attempt  to  take  will  be 
lonnded  in  plain  facts  and  common  sense.  I  do 
not  calculate  oo  giving  any  illustration  on  the 
subject  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  as  every  point 
has  been  brought  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony 
by  gentlemen  whose  talents  and  abilities  have 

E roved  them  adequate  to  the  task.  But  I  shall 
riefly  state  the  principles  and  reasons  that  shall 
govern  my  vole  on  this  important  aad  interest- 
iBg  question.  Important,  sir,  as  It  will  stamp  a 
character  on  this  nation,  that  will  last  for  ages, 
and  may  be  a  precedent  for  future  legislators, 
when  we  who  are  about  to  give  this  vote  will  be 
sleeping  in  the  dust ;  important,  as  it  respects  the 
feelings  of  the  nation,  as  we  are  accountable  to 
them  who  sent  us  here,  and  the  people  are  com- 
petent judges  of  our  political  opinions,  and  we 
must  return  and  submit  to  the  tribunal  of  public 
opinion.  Bui,  sir,  it  ia  materially  important,  as 
it  will  take  into  view  the  character  aad  conduct 
of  one  of  our  most  illustrious  citizens,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  captains  tbe  world  ever  saw,  whose 
achievements  and  military  fame  have  not  been 
surpassed  by  any  who  has  gone  before  him.  Sir, 
from  the  high  consideration  I  have  for  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  my  country,  and  the  esteem  and 
veneration  I  entertain  for  the  character  of  that 
brave  and  meritoriotiB  officer,  I  approach  this 
vote  with  a  due  solemnity. 

Sir,  the  Seminole  war,  which  has  inade  such 
an  earthquake  in  this  House,  and  on  which  so 
much  eloquence  has  been  displayed,  and  against 
which  the  Constitution,  the  laws  of  our  own 
country,  and  the  laws  of  nations,  have  all  been 
arrayed,  so  inconsiderable  in  the  beginnios,  has 
become  as' magnified  as  to  end  in  this  House. 
Sir,  1  have  paid  a  due  attention  to  tbe  debates  on 
both  sides  or  this  question,  and  with  much  saiis- 
factioa  have  heard  it  clearly  proved  that  the  war 
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wai  •nihorized  coBsiitemlp  vilb  tke  CoBitllu- 
ind  laws  of  our  ewBtrf,  and  ihat  it  was 
and  ootTteily  OBrii«<d  oo  will)  enercf 
dMisioD,  and  termiaaled  in  ihe  eTeal  lo  the 
honor  and  iaiemt  of  the  United  Suik;  aad  all 
tb«  lucid  eiplaoaiioDBdeltreted  in  support  of  that 
war  have, 10  my  miad,  been  like  somaDvcaodlea 
Kgbied  to  [be  run.  Tmth  may  b«  emMliiibed, 
but  caomit  be  chaoged.  The  aeoesstty  and  ex- 
pedi«ocr  of  Ibat  expediiioa  alwart  appeared 
cltar  as  the  light,  duly  authorized  by  ihe  Preii- 
deol,  the  proper  organ  of  Bxecu tire  power  j  and 
in  the  prosecaCioo  of  that  war  I  bare  seeo  DOtb- 
iog  doae  bat  whatoagbi  lo  be  done, and  notbing 
else  oould  be  done  to  efieot  the  purpose.  The 
natuiv  aod  effects  of  savage  waifare  bare  be«Q 
■bly  depicted  by  gent  I  em  eo  who  preceded  me; 
bat,  ■•  trath  may  eomeiimei  be  twice  told,  I  will 

roceed  to  exemplify  some  of  ita  hcttror*,  wbich 
DOt  only  know  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but 
mine  eye  hath  ceen  it.  Savages  do  not  war  as 
ciTiliaed  aKtions.  by  formal  declaration.  No,  sir, 
they  some  u  a  ihief  in  tbe  night;  whea  peace 
ano  safety  corer  our  dwellings,  then  come th  their 
dreadful,  secret  and  horriUe  depredations,  wheo 
least  expected ;  the  ioMruments  of  death  ^re  in 
'  their  bands,  destruction  attends  their  fooistepa, 
BO  kiad  messenger  to  give  oa  the  watchword, 
■o  intimation  of  their  aH)roach;  the  bio  wi«  struck 
before  it  ii  known,  and  dai^nets,  tbe  pavilr~ 
that  covers  their  deep  deeign,  and  ambiuh  seen 
them  from  the  eye  of  the  travelUr,  where  neither 


iy  youth,  Ihe  suckling  iofant,  i 
trembling  mother,  all  iodiscri 
lima  to  intir  Hvage  fury ;  and  those  who  are  i 


l«ly  fall  1 


made  prisoner^  are  often  reserved  for 
iMrritJe  than  death  itself— for  the  burning  stkke 
01  bloody  hatchet,  thesavageyellsoundingthroogh 
tke  tbresU,  and  desoUiioD  and  destruction  on 
every  side.  Hear  the  words  of  a  great  mae  oa 
the  Edbject  of  savage  warfare:  "  TaedarkaeBBof 
midnight  shall  glitter  wilii  the  blaze  of  yoor 
dwelliac*  *Qd  tbe  war-whoop  aball  wake  ibe 
sleepof  theoradle."  Stich  a  war  was  commenoed 
by  ibe  Seminoles  on  the  frontiers  of  Ocot^ii 
unprovoked  aod  tukncwn  to  ns.  When  appliei 
lion  was  made  by  the  JBxecutivc  of  that  Bute 
for  a  defensive  force  lo  repel  iha  enemy,  did  they 
then  reqnest  tbe  President  to  cooaiill  ihe  Consti- 
tntion  w  the  Sibyl  books  to  inquire  into  his  Kx- 
eeutive  powers,  whether  he  cetild  send  an  army 
Ui  ibeir  relief?  No  aoch  reserve  in  any  of  their 
nessagea;  ihey  must  have  an  army,  they  most 
have  a  general;  it  was  then  ConsiitutiooB^high- 
h  approved,  aod  graciouBly  received  ;  but  aow, 
Hr.  Cbairman,  when  their  baiiles  are  foocbt 
and  victory  gained,  peace  eoncloded  aad  order 
and  tranquillity  reitoied — oh,  it  is  now  unconiu- 
lutional,  and  their  voice  is  against  the  band  that 
saved  them.  Bui  reverse  the  subject;  sometimes 
Ibingt  appear  most  true  and  brat  proved  by  their 
(QipaBile.  Sappose  tbe  President  bad  benllated, 
and  adopted  the  policy  geailemea  ao  strongly 
uige  on  Lhia  Aoar,aad  told  the  poopU  of  Oeoigia 


that  he  donbted  bia  Exeeotive  paweta,  and  thtt 
the  Consttiution  did  not  auborize  him  to  sMtd 
an  army  over  the  Spanish  line,  and  so  pasted  by 
on  the  one  side;  and  that  QeBeral  Jackson,  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  advanced  lo  the  Bponish  line, 
had  also  hesitated,  and  said,  bilheno  I  go,  and  no 
farther,  aod  passed  by  on  the  o^ier  side ;  what 
good  Samaritan  would  ibey  have  foaad  to  come 
that  way  and  heal  the  wounds  of  ibcir  bleeding 
country  7  I  fear  they  would  have  found  dom. 
What  would  have  been  then,  aid  what  now,  tkc 
■itualiooef  the  people  of  Georgia}  For  aogfat 
we  know,  Ihe  blood  of  tbe  defenceless  tohabitantt 
might  be  yet  streaming,  aod  the  Seminoles  cb- 
camped  in  battle  array  on  the  banks  of  the  Oco- 
ney.  But  the  President  chose  the  better  part, 
and  acted  as  he  ought  to  have  done;  sent  ow 
army  nnder  the  command  of  a  Qeneral  wheae 
character  and  abilities  were  adapted  to  the  enter- 
prise— ever  active,  ever  fortunate — and  wbua^ 
ever  his  hand  found  to  do,  did  it  iritb  hia  might. 

I  now  come  to  notice  that  important  pan  of 
the  inquiry,  the  exeoaiioii  of  Aibmhnotaad  Am* 
bristcr.  In  aliempting  to  try  and  decide  on  tbe 
nature  of  that  tmneaction  by  geoenl  mlea  of 
national  law,  ft  seems  to  be  forgoilea  that  it  dona 
not  admit  of  those  applioaiions.  A  rale,  theie- 
fore,  cannot  apply  to  ihe  subjeet  that  is  not  in 
existence.  These  men  had  abandoned  their  own 
Government,  and  bad  attached  themselves  to  the 
tribes  of  hoslite  Indiana,  and  become  one  With 
them  by  adoption,  and  renoimced  Ibeir  allcKlaDee 
to  any  other  Power.  On  litis  ground  tbe  law  of 
nations  cannot  reach  them,  nor  embrace  ihev 
case;  they  w^e  emiiaaries  and  spies  in  eivil 
drcM,  giving  counsel,  supplies,  and  dicceiioDs,  to 
an  enemy  against  a  p«ople  with  whom  they  tkcoa- 
selves  professed  peace;  and  when  taken  in  ann^ 
and  within  tbe  limit*  of  the  enemy's  eouniff, 
wcie  subject  to  thetuln  of  Indian  warfare,  wbidt 
was  to  suflet  death  at  discretion ;  and  na  thef 
earned  iheir  death,  so  they  got  their  remrd,«« 
wages  of  their  iniquity.  1  trust,  idr.  Cbaimoa, 
I  put  as  high  a  value  on  the  life  of  a  man  as  any 
gCDtlemao  who  has  sptritco  on  this  snbjeot,  and 
believe  there  are  but  few  crimes  for  which  deaih 
ought  lo  be  indicied ;  but,  to  spare  all  lodiscrim* 
inately  woi>ld  beao  govemmenLand  eompaesion 
might  (hen  beeotoe  acrima.  We  might  apnve 
when  we  ought  to  punish.  Rewards  and  pvi- 
itbmenla  are  fouoded  on  both  divine  and  moral 
precepts.  If  a  bmmi  can  farfctt  hi*  life  bf  any 
overt  act,  and  place  bMnaelf  beyond  tbe  ntlch  m 
human  com miaeraiion,  it  is  by  aMnlntinlng  from 
eivil  ^overnmea t,  and  nailing wiibsavageeagaint 
a  civilized  people, which  ueTidenilv  tbe  siwa- 
tion  in  which  these  men  were  fonnd.  It  mnst 
be  believed  that  Qeneral  Jackson  had  abetter  and 
more  competent  knowledge  of  their  offense,  nnd 
enormity  of  their  crime,  and  the  mode  of  trial 
for  their  pnaishroeni,  Umn  any  in  this  Honan, 
being  both  n  legal  as  well  na  a  military  ehar- 
aoter. 

Sir,  I  i«gret  I  am  necessntily  bound  te  roM  on 
this  ^nesiion  ;  I  do  it  very  nnwillingly,  unda  a 
eaaTiciion  that  this  Hove  is  not  the  pcopei  tii- 
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bunml  i«lnquir«  into  ibuefacta,  aod  that  wetorc 
no  Irgiiinaie  pow«r  to  teoiriaie  on  tb*  ooMklsi 
ef  GeDctal  Jaukton,  a&d  tost  we  an  imKUag  on 
Bxeotniie  sTouDd ;  and  let  us  beware ibat,  while 
we  are  medJiating  a  blow  at  the  Ocoeral'a  httl, 


r  l^iaJBilTe  eapaetir. 
1ms  IranaceDdcd  his  power*,  and  vioUied  the 
Oooariraiion,  which  ii  so  reberoenily  nrged  on 
tfaia  Boor'  be  u  amenable  to  the  Prtsideni,  aiMi 
the  Pmidtnt  TcsponNbU  to  ibis  Haute  for  aay 
TiolaiioD  of  tbo  CoHtitution,  dooe  noder  bis 
luttboriijr,  Md  to  nrasd  paaisk  bii  officer  by 
court  martial.  We  eaoBOi  make  ibe  Mrfanl 
(reaierlbuibialMd,  br  Irylaf  Oenenl  Ja^on, 
HDd  Imving  the  PrMident  ooi  of  the  qneaiioa. 
Thb  groood  baa  bean  laben,  and  abljr  lusuined, 
hf  laif  iMBorafalc friaiid>aiid colleague,  {Mr.  BiAw- 
VKR,)  and  ibe  gcotleiDan  from  Tirgloia,  (Mr. 
BraoraBB,)  wbo  preceded  me. 
>  1  now  proceed  to  notice  tome  of  the  renark* 
of  gcntlemeo  in  the  opponiioi.  The  heoorable 
Speaker,  in  bis  able  «ad  cloquont  addrau  to  the 
Bonie  t^  DElier  day,  although  be  apake  od  a 
miUiary  lubjeet,  so  bappUy  combined  his  style 
aa  to  land  bb  tkieagh  a  diligbifol  scenery- 


tbrougb    stately '  gfft*e^   ftiwety    fleldi,  dewy 
lawnsjBad  TardaDliDead»~-[bnDffheotthaTegt 
of  Fraate,  Italy,  Qreeee,  and  Reai^— aad 


■gnea  at  «  ipectfic  view  of  the  riee  and  fall  of 
evpirea  and  kiogdoms,  and  of  all  the  asuipo- 
tioaa  both  in  the  aid  aad  new  world,  from  the 
days  of  Jallas  Csiar  down  to  Booaparte  of  mod- 
ero  time*,  and  (eemed  to  warn  a*  of  the  least 
appraach  of  nUitwy  p<nnr;  but,  ae  the  nm  bbt 
•onaelimes  pass  ODder  a  cloud,  for  once  in  h>a 
liife  he  may  ba*e  miataksD  his  way.  He  Itas  uot 
beao  ao  bappy  aod  fortaoate  la  hi*  reterenee  to 
Oasar^  erosmag  the  RuUood,  in  allmiOD  to 
Oeaeral  Jackun's  craaciag  the  Bpannb  line,  so 
fiir  ae  I  rseolteot  the  history  of  that  event.  Ce- 
nt wa*  GtoneralissiDO  of  kbe  Eotnaa  armr  io 
Ofsalpioe  Gaal,  the  fint  citiien  «ad  higheet  mil- 
itary ebaraater  in  the  Republic ;  the  Kubteoo,  a 
rirar  on  the  ooDflue*  of  Italy,  where,  oo  the  tide 
nrat  to  Rone,  aoae  was  ^rmitied  to  appear  hi 
amis.  Wbea  Cnsar  mednaied  (be  itnrpaiioa  of 
the  Empire,  be  advanced  with  bis  anny  to  the 
baaht  of  that  rirer.  He  ariaaged  bis  treopt, 
aade  a  tolemn  passe,  and  eipreued  laogaage  to 
tbia  e%et :  ibat,  if  Josiioe  was  te  be  violated, 
avd  tbe  rigfais  of  man  saerlflaed,  it  aught  to  be 
fin  ibe  lore  of  glory,  and  tbe  sake  of  reigniug, 
and  so  passed  orer  ibe  Rubicon,  and  led  hie 
army  towards  Rome;  and  did,  in  the  event,  effect 
ifae  downialli^  the  Republic,  as urped  ibe  Em- 

Sire,  and  eould  not  be  reetreioed  by  the  band  of 
IralBB.  If  the  honorable  Speaker  made  this 
aUasion  Io  Qenetal  JaokBoa's  crociiDg  tbe  Bpan- 
uh  line,  it  will  uot  bear  him  out.  General  Jaek- 
•OQ  orosied  the  Spanish  line,  and  marcb«d  his 
aimy  into  Florida,  not  to  suhrert,  sot  to  desiroy, 
bat  10  preserve  and  leeare  the  inieresls  and  Itb- 
erties  of  bis  country;  be  did  not  ester  as  a  mili- 
taty  adveotuier  for  glory  and  sonqueai;  he  did 
audeokre  himself  QeaeraliiHmotn  the  Spaaisb 


pvanaceB,  and  erect  bis  atandartf,  as  a  trashy  cf 
viotary,  <as  did  the  eoaqao^r  of  Iialy.)  No, 
sic,  he  took  pesesitoa  of  iheae  poeta  a*  a  pledge 
for  their  ga«i  bebaTtour,  and  to  search  into  Oe 
causes  c4  ibc  war,  and  to  brii^  peace  and  Iraa- 
quiliiiy,  a*  a  eon  sequence,  to  the  enfeebled  eili- 
zensofGeo^a  and  Alabama,  which  he  did  in 
effect,  and  to  leach  the  world  that  abandoned 
characters  of  any  naiion  sbould  find  no  i»ylnm 
amnig  oar  lodtan  tribes,  aad  then  Bobmiited  his 
mjliiaiy  operaiions  to  the  legitimate  aotborjtiee 
of  bis  eeootry. 

Aa  hoBOfabJcigentlenaB  from  New  Toefc,  (Ur. 
Sih)Biia,lin  tbe  coaelasioaoftiisspeeeb, gravely 
washed  bit  liiBds  from  tb&  blood  of  Arbnibaot 
aad  Ambritter;  but  bad  these  men  been  tpared. 
could  he,  with  the  same  lolemuior,  have  washed 
bis  hands  free  from  the  bloOd  of  ihoae  three  bnn- 
dred  innoeeats  that  were  maseaered  by  the  hos- 
lile  lodiaa*,  excited  aad  airdei  the  infloenee  of 
ibcse  miseraaDta;  or  could  he,  wiih  iboK  pare 
bands,  reel* re  tbe  scalps,  and  plaee  tbcm  upon 
ihe  heads  of  thoK  from  -whom  tbtr  were  taken  ? 
He  CBonol.  QsDit«meii,  with  higD  feeling,  seem 
to  ezenise  great  sympathy  and  oeaevoleoee  to* 
ward  the  tribes  of  the  forest,  and  eonsider  ibem 
as  children  of  oar  care,  and  that  we  are  morally 
to  treat  ihem,  and  such  foreignera  as  realde 
ttmong  them,  ai  civilized  people^  and  to  respect 
their  prqndices  and  their  reltgion.  This  is  a 
itMoty  not  jRaclicaUe.  We  cannot,  with  safety, 
adopt  that  policy,  aad  extend  charity  so  at  to 
embrace  miagaidtd  lediaos— much  lets  to  ibose 
wbo  ate  ao  abandoned  as  to  oome  and  iDeovp»- 
rate  themielres  in  their  natloo,  and  reside  among 
them.  Bir,  cbarilr  is  tbe  radical  virine  of  the 
bntnan  chaiaeier,  bat  ntust  or  eaght  to  beain  at 
home.  Let  as  reaoect  enrsctvea,  and  provide  for 
OUT  own  boBBdnld}  secure  and  prescrre  tba 
rights  and  liberiiee  that  belong  to  ns  as  a  nation ; 
and,  by  a  firm  and  judieiaus  policy,  instruct  for- 
eign natioBs  to  respect  tta,  and  than  extend  ear 
dweity  to  ethers. 

I  have  atway*  enteraiacd  a  high  sease  of  the 
medt  of  military  man  wbo  have  given  their  aid 
to  resoue  their  «oaniTy  fran  oppreasioii,  aad  to 
teonre  the  lights  and  Ubertiea  ofmaakiDdi  tbetr 
reputation  is  dearly  eamed;  llNPy  have  to  en- 
coonier  liw  ratremee  of  every  GUmnie,  tbe  in-  ' 
demency  of  every  season,  and  all  tbe  ooBflieis  df 
a  military  lift,  aad  deaths  and  dangers  await 
tbemat  every  pest;  while  we,  wbo  are  here,  are 
gaiaittg  the  plaudits  of  our  eouairy,  on  a  political 
emioeDce,  as  legislators,  with  good  aooommoda- 
lioas,  and  faring  saroptiMiisly  every  day;  ibey 
would  be  cbeeied  by  a  oramb  from  oar  (ablea 
while  eoffering  and  flghliog  the  battles  of  on 
coantry.  Bir,  I  am  not  among  those  who  « 
an  unlimited  devotion  loany  mau's  rankorob' 
acier,  abtiraclly,  or  because  he  is  so;  bnt  it  it 
my  pride,  and  1  ever  feel  it  a  grateful  and  pieaa- 
aai  duty  te  pay  ay  tribute  ^  respect  to  every 
falibful  servaai  of  his  country,  whether  in  the 
cabinet  or  tbe  field,  ar  io  any  condition  of  UHi, 
General  Jackson  to  me  is  personally  anknowa, 
bat  I  cannot  be  athtaken  in  giviog  my  taiqioTt 
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to  a  man  who*  bis  rendered  rach  emineat  ter- 
ricea  to  bit  coDDtr^  i  who  has  fought  oar  battle*, 
gained  our  Ticiories,  and  reitored  peace  and  trao- 
qiiillity  to  oor  Southern  frontier.  I  tmn,  on  this 
question,  ve  will  pay  a  due  regard  to  public  feel- 
ing, and  do  justice  to  him  who  has  done  bo  much 
for  us,  and  declare  to  this  nation,  and  to  the 
world,  that  Qeneral  Jackson  well  deserves  the 
gtatitade  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Rbsa,  of  Tenoesaee,  addrened  the  House 
as  follows : 

The  United  Siateiof  America  and  Oreat  Brit- 
sin  terminated  the  war  of  the  ReToIution  by  the 
definitire  Treaty  of  Peace  made  at  Paris,  The 
oaiions  and  tribes  of  Indians^  over  whom  British 
infliieQce  preT«iled,  were  allies  of  Great  Britain 
in  that  war,  and  perjwtrated  barbiroua  crnel- 
tiea.  Desolation,  burning,  and  murder,  attended 
their  moremeots — their  paths  were  stained  with 
blood — the  tomahawk  and  scalping  snife  spared 
neither  age  nor  aez— «  price  was  paid  for  scalps, 
from  the  maagled  beads  of  men.  women,  and 
children,  and  triumphed  oTer  by  the  enemies  of 
the  people  contending  for  liberty. 

The  United  Sutes  of  America,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 
madearticlesofagreemeut  and  confederation  with 
the  Delaware  nation  of  Indians — that  treaty  pro- 
vided for  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  ihroogh 
all  generations — the  territorial  ricbli  oi  that  na- 
tion were  amply  provided  for.  The  Delawates 
were  the  first  with  whom  the  United  States 
treated,  and  were  pre-eminently  honored ;  and  ii 
seems, -^y  the  lixtn  article  of  the  treaty,  that,  in 
that  year,  it  was  contemplated  to  institute  an  In- 
dian State,  with  the  Delawares  at  its  head,  with 
a  right  to  a  representation  in  Congress.  The 
wanderiag  life  and  habits  of  the  Indians  ffustraied 
that  benevolent  plan.  The  experience  of  Indian 
disposition  manifests  the  impraeiicalrility  of  a 
confederacy  of  that  natare.  It  appears,  by  a 
separate  artiale  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  Wy- 
andot, Delaware,  Chippewa,  and  Ottawa  nations, 
that  the  Delawares  were  not  able  (a  resist  British 
infiaenee— they  fell  o£  Three  chiefs,  ELebla- 
mond,  Hengne  Peshees,  and  Wyeocalind,  only, 
with  their  families,  continued  to  hold  the  chain 
of  friendship  with  the  United  States. 

The  war  of  the  Revolation  ended ;  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  the  United  States  were  defined  ; 
the  nations  of  Indians,  allies  of  Oreat  Britain  in 
the  war,  were  not  protected  or  covered  by  the 
Treaty  of  Peace ;  they  were  left  to  the  humanity 
and  mercy  of  the  United  States.  Hence  it  is  in- 
ferred, that  all  right  whatever  to  lands  claimed 
by  Indian  nations,  who  were  allies  of  Oreat  Brit- 
ain in  time  of  the  war,  and  residing  within  the 
timiu  of  the  United  States,  were  void  ind  ceased 
to  be. 

The  United  Sutei,in  the  year  VIM,  by  treaty, 

EiVe  peace  and  protection  to  the  Seoacas,  Mo- 
awks,  Onandagas,  and  Cayo^gas.  The  Oneidas 
and  Tusearoraa  were  secured  in  possession  of  the 
lands  they  lived  on,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
Six  Nations  were  fixed. 
The  United  States,  by  treaties  atadein  the  yeai 


nes,  gave  pcaoe  and  protection  to  the  Wyandot, 
Delaware,  Chippewa,  and  Ottawa  nations  of  In- 
dians, and  to   the  Cnerokee  nation— and   these 


icknowledged  themselves  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  of 
no  other  sovereign  whatever.  Lands  were  allot* 
ted  to  them,  respectively,  to  live  aod  bnai  on. 

The  United  States,  in  the  year  17S6,  by  treaties, 
gave  peace  and  protection  to  the  Choeuw,  Chick- 
asaw and  Shawanee  nations  of  Indians,  respect- 
ively, and  they  aeknowledsed  themselves  to  be 
under  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  no 
other  sovereign  whatever.  Lands  were  allotted 
to  them  to  live  and  hunt  on. 

The  United  Butes  of  America,  in  the  veai 
1790,  made  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
diant.  Tbe  first  article  provides,  that  there  «hiU 
be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  between  all  the 
citizens  of  tbe  United  States  of  America,  and  ill 
the  individuals,  lowos,  and  tribes,  of  the  nppei, 
middle,  and  lower  Creeks,  and  SEminolea,  conh 
posing  the  Creek  nation.  Bjr  the  second  article, 
tbe  kings,  chiefs,  and  warnott,  for  ibeioaelva 
and  all  parts  of  the  Creek  nation  within  the  lin- 
itaofthe  United  States,  acknowledged  thenuelvMi 
and  all  parts  of  the  Creek  natioo,  to  be  under  ike 
protection  of  the  United  States,  and  of  no  other 
sovereign  whatever.  A  boundary  line  was  desig- 
nated, and  the  lands  allotted  were  guatantied  to 
them  to  live  and  hunt  on.  The  second  article  tf 
the  treatjr  manifests  that  the  Creek  nation  h(4 
been  hostile  to  the  United  States.  Two  olha 
treaties  were  made  with  the  Creek  nation  ;  one 
in  1802,  the  other  in  1806,  whereby  ample  pro- 
vision was  made  for  their  comfort  and. to  promote 
their  civilization.  Oreai  Britain,  by  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  acknowledged  the  United  Stales  to  be 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent ;  that  be  treated 
with  them  as  such,  and  lor  himself,  his  beirsaad 
succeasors,  relinquished  all  claims  to  the  gov 
emmeni,  proprieiary,  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
same,  and  every  part  thereof.  The  United  States 
of  America,  bj  tnat  treaty,  became  the  acknowl- 
edged sovereign  o^  and  over,  all  the  territoriis 
within  the  boundaries  designated  by  that  treaty, 
agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  coofedeiatjon> 
Toe  nations  and  tribes  of  lodians,  allies  of  Oreat 
Btiiaio,  and  enemies  to  the  Uoiiea  States,  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  not  covered  and  protected  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  no  longer  retained  any  right 
or  claim  to  lauds  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
Slates ;  all  their  rights  and  claim  to  land,  therein 
became  void,  and  ceased  to  be,  the  Delaware  na- 
tion not  excepted. 

The  United  States,  said  Mr.  El^  proceeding  oo 
this  principle,  made,  after  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
with  Great  Britain,  treaties  with  the  several  u- 
ttona  and  tribes  of  Indians  wiihin  t^tir  territoritl 
limitsj  and  ^ve  peace  to, and  received  themisto 
their  protection,  and  these  nations  and  tribes  ic- 
knowledged themselves  under  the  protection  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America,  and  of  no  other 
sovereign  whatever.  The  United  States  allotted 
lands  to  them  to  live  and  hunt  on. 

Tbe  treaty;  of  Holston  was  made  with  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indiana,  in  the  year  17B1,  and 
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ihtt  nation  tgain  ackDowlcdfed  tbemi^et  (oba 
under  the  protection  of  the  Uoiied  States,  and  of 
■o  other  sorereigQ  whatever. 

The  Creek  nation,  won  after  the  ireatv  of  1700, 
btjan  to  manifeat  a  diipositlon  hoittla  to  the  peapla- 
of  the  United  Btalct  liTio;  on  the  Muthweitem 
frontier.  That  duposilion  was  knowa  to  hare 
been  excited  bv  forei^  emiMariei  indaelng  the 
Indians  to  believe  that  the  Uoiied  States  had 
WrongfnUr  taken  land  from  them.  In  the  jear 
1792,  the  Creeks  began  their  raTageson  the  iron- 
tier,and  murdered  sere ral  persons.  Alargebodf 
of  ihem,  aided  by  a  considerable'  reinforcement 
^  Cherokees.  croned  Tennessee  river,  marched 
to  the  OumberUnd  settlements,  attacked  Bocba- 
nan's  fort  there,  and,  being  repulsed  with  great 
loss,  returned,  afUr  having  committed  de[weda- 
tions  and  marden^  canfonnablr  to  their  nsnal 
manaer.  The  Indians  conlinned  the  war  on  the 
froBlier  of  the  Sonthwetilern  territorv,  until  ano- 
ther ireatf  wan  made  with  the  Coerokees,  at 
Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1794.  The  articles  of 
iritich  were  stipnlatea  to  be  considered  »  perma- 
aeni  additions  to  the  treaty  of  Holsion. 

In  the  year  1795^  a  treaty  of  amity,  friendship, 
limits,  and  nanjation,.  was  made  between  the 
United  Slalea  oiAmenea  aad  Spain;  and  after- 
wards, in  the  yew  1796,  another  treaty  wa*  made 
at  Colerain,  tnOeorgiL  with  the  Creek  nation. and 
by  it,  Ibe  treaty  of  1790  Is  declared  to  be  obiiga- 
tory  on  iheconiraciing  parties,  except  as  provided 
for  by  the  treaty  of  Colerain.  So  ended  that 
wai  with  the  Creek  Indians  and  Cherokees. 

A  variety  of  circamstanoes  manifested  that, 
in  the  time  of  (he  Revolntlooary  war,  frequent 
communications  had  been,  between  the  northern 
and  Boathern  natione  of  Indians  i  and  that  their 
hostilities,  by  certain  excitements,  against  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  operated  to  the  same 
object,  namely:  the  depression  of  the  people  of 
thia  nation.  That,  also,  said  Ur.  SL,  appears  to 
have  operated  in  Ine  time  of  the  war,  I  have  been 
syeakinx  of;  during  that  war  a  powerful  confed- 
ency  of  Indian  oauons  carried  on  a  destraeiive 
war  against  the  United  States  on  the  Nortbwest- 
etafronter.  The  British  Goremmeot  retained 
tha  Northwestern  posts,  and  erected  and  |;ar- 
riaonad  another  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  The  Indians  carried  on  the  war  in  their 
nsaal  savage  manner;  murdering, aoalping,  and 
destroying.  General  Harnar  was  sent  with  a 
bodf  of  forces  against  them,  bat  did  not  prevail. 
Oeneral  St.  Clair,  with  a  larger  body  of  troops, 
was  ordered  against  them;  he  was  defeated  with 
great  loss.  Gieneral  Wayua  was  ultimately  sent 
against  them  with  a  more  numeroas  army;  and 
be  defeated  the  Indians.  The  treaty  of  amity. 
oommerce.  and  navigation,  between  the  United 
States  and  Oteat  Britain,  was  made  in  Novem- 
ber, 1794,  by  which  Great  Britain  stipulated  t« 
surrander  the  NOTthwestern  posts.  In  Angast, 
1796,  a  treaty  of  peace  wa*  made  at  Greenville, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Wyandots, 


Ddawarcs,  Sbawaneei;  Oitawas,  Chippewas,  Pau 
awatimie^  Hiamis,  Eel  Rivera,  Wess,  Kieks- 
pooajPianlpeaha* 


that  Indian  war ;  but  not  until  a  treaty  bad  been 
made  with  Great  Britain.  I  take  notice  of  these 
past  events  first,  said  Mr.  R.  that  the  connexion 
of  the  Indian  war  operations  of  the  several  Indian 
nations,  and  the  inflaence  of  foreign  agency,  may 
be  observed,  that  the  exciting  causes  be  consid- 
ered, in  order  to  illustrate  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, and  that  the  Indian  character  may  be 
understood. 

The  northern  and  southern  nations  of  Indians 
engaged  in  the  wars  on  the  northwest  and  sonth- 
(veot  frontiers,  which,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  have  been 
(peaking  of,  had,  in  and  by  the  first  treaties  made 
with  them,  respectively,  after  the  Revolutionary 
war,  acknowledged  themselves  to  be  nader  tba 
protection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
of  no  other  sovereign  whatevu.  In  making  and 
carrying  on  war  against  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  they  renounced  and  abandoned  that  pro- 
tection; they  violated  the  treaties  they  had  made 
with  the  United  SMies,  and  put  themselves  out 
of  their  protection;  the  forfeiture  might  faava 
been  taken  against  them ;  but  humanity,  (he  con- 
sideration oflheir  ignoianee  of  the  obligations  of 
social  compact  and  morality,  and  compassion  for 
their  miserable  condition,  prevailed ;  and,  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  the  several  treaties  alluded  to 
were  made  wiln  them,  and  various  other  treaties, 
previous  to  the  year  1611. 

The  Indian— rude,  wild,  and  savage — Igaocant 
of  the  principles  of  morality,  of  the  doctrjoet  of 
Christianity,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
God— ^is  prone  lo  gnperttition,  to  tanatieism,  and 
to  a  vain  desire  of  knowine  future  events,  not 
within  the  view  of  man.  la  the  year  1B07  an 
Indian  chief  of  the  Shawanee  nation,  who  has 
been  named  the  Prophet,  excited  by  foreign  cor- 
ruption, is  said  10  have  began  lo  propagate  his 
defnsioni  among  the  northern  Indian  nations; 
and,  of  them,  to  form  a  ilrons  confederacy  against 
the  United  State*.  The  influence  of  that  Indian 
chief  Increased  in  that  and  suoeeeding  years, 
La^e  quantities  of  goods  were  delivered  to  the 
Indians  by  British  agenli;  and  British  emisssries 
excited  them  to  war,  inatonating  that  they  would 
now  be  aided  by  their  great  laiher  in  driving 
bach  the  Aroerieaas  and  recovering  the  lands  the 
Americans  had  taken  from  Ibem.  The  United 
States  were  paying  large  annual  snbcidies  to  the 
Indian  nations;  bat  the  influence  of  British  cor- 
rupt agents,  the  distribution  of  goods,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  and  the  declarations  of  the  Indian 
fanatical  pn^beta.  prevailed  against  the  peace  of 
the  Indians.  In  Ine  year  1811,  a  confederacy  of 
Indian  nations  was  formed  j  and.  in  the  month  of 
November  of  that  year,  the  baule  of  Tippecanoe 
was  fooeht,  in  which  the  American  army  defeat- 
ed the  deluded,  hostile  ladians. 

In  the  month  of  Jtine,  1818,  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  passed  an  act  declaring  that 
war  be,  and  did  exist,  between  the  United  King- 
dom* of  Qraat  Britain  and  Irdand  and  the  UnilM 
States  of  America.  The  promnlgatlon  of  that 
|aet  excited  more  strenuous  eflbrta  of  Britisl> 
I  agenu  and  emissaries  to  instigate  the  Indians  to 
I  cnaiiane  the  war. 
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I»  ihi  nw»Ui  of  Aogmt,  lUl,  th*  BliftwKMa 
elue(  Teoamaeh,  braihef  lo  ibe  fanlio  propfati, 
piMcd  down  the  Wabtsli  river  with  a:  partf  of 
Kbovi  *ix  Shafran«es,  sii  Kidk*})oaa,  and  six  of 
■ono  Iribe  far  co  the  norLhweM,  aa  thev  said,  the 
Duae  of  which  they  refused  to  lell,  an  hi*  way  to 
the  CtadE  naiioD.  The  obj«cC  of  his  ritit  could 
Dot  b«  rDtttaken — to  excite  the  CrMk  and  other 
touihero  naiioas  of  Indiaas  to  war  agaiatit  th« 
United  Statei,  was  hii  object.  lodJBD  faaatic 
piophels  increajMd  io  ihe  DDrUiciD  Ifldiao  Datiooa. 
The  Cieek  lodiBQa  had,  soon  after  the  vUit  of 
Tecnnweh,  ibeir  faaetic  prophet*  also,  inciiinf 
tkem  to  war,  of  whom  Hjllit  Hajo,  or  Fraaiii;^ 
■PpeM*  to  biive  been  one.  Sttotig  sMpJoioa  ia 
uiached  lo  ciz  of  the  pcMooa  acoewfMDriiig 
TaatMMcli  on  bis  risii  u  the  Creeba;  thvr  w«atU 
net  lell  to  what  uibe  they  belongf^.  Who  they 
were  ha*  not  been  perfectly  8M«ri«UHd.  The 
effeota  of  this  visit  of  TeDOaiwh  to  the  Creek  tm- 
1  beoktaa  apparent.    Aa  iafariaud  fa- 


ir war,  and  sooa  after  bqaa  (heir  rawqjci  on 
Ue  fi«mi*r.  Thejt  aitfteked  Foil  Himiii*,  looh 
il,  BSd  mauaered  almost  alt  the  people  who  were 
in  il.    Woi  with  the  Creek  naiion  was  ioeMtablc. 

Th»BzecytlTe  of  the  Uuited  Slates  had  or- 
deied  £fl*aa  hsadied  mea  frem  Georgia,  and'  as 
nuy  from  TeaDes8ee,lo  beealled  oDiindefeaoe 
of  the  ftoaiiei.  The  fifieea  hundred  mca  fion 
Teaneeiee  were  not  ntued  previous  to  ib«  ueeti 
tug  of  the  Geitetal  AasemblT  of  that  Stale.  That 
Oeoeral  Assembly  conrened  at  NaihTille  ia  Stp- 
tember,  1813.  The  dewruciioD  u  Fori  Mimma 
ftfid  other  ravagei  of  the  MTages  were  luowa } 
and  it  waa  andersiood  ibat  a  large  force  of  tbeia 
was  preparing  to  atutcfe  the  frostier  seilleGMBtB. 
Th«  lioie  was  precious,  the  danger  wee  immi- 
neni,  and  did  not  admit  of  delay.  The  Soaiketn 
frontier  of  TeaeeMee,  iocludinf  Madison  county, 
is  about  four  hundred  milet  long^  without  aay 
fort  or  place  of  slrtogtb,  and  liable  te  the  iauif- 
(ion  of  the  savage.  A  partial  sncaea*  of  the  bos- 
tile  lediaoi  would  have  adfcd  to  ibeir  foroe  a 
large  number  of  warriors  frooi  the  neighboring 
paiions  of  Indiana^  The  General  Asaeinbly  of 
Tennessee,  aasclioned  by  the  Constiiutisa  ol  ibB 
United  States  of  America,  inaediaiely  enaeled 
s  law  to  raise  and  complele,  with  llie  fifiem 
hundred  men  preeioualjr  ordered,  an  efieetina 
fweeof  fivethotmnd  meoi  aad  also  a^  law  to 
taise  and  tqipropriaia  $300,000,  to  pay  aod  sup- 


l^ri  the  trams  while  in  *«rvie*.    That  army 
xised  with  all  poeeihle  desiMicb.    GeDwalJack- 
M,  who  wae  Idajpr  Oeneial  of  militia  i«  Ten' 


nessee,  look  the  command.  To  prevent  lhe:__ 
ages  of  the  Indiana  on  the  fVoniiiera,  the  troops 
poured  oM  from  TeaaeBsee]  aod,  eif>eoiing  soon 
to  meet  the  enemy  and  finish  the  WAr,  they 
crossed  Teunettce  river,  ud  ooimneBeed  oper- 
ations on  the  frontiers  of  the  Gr«ek  natian.  The 
war  was  HrrJed  on  with  various  suooes*— sev- 
eral balilea  were  fooghl.  Ttw  Oeoefat  with  bis 
louepid  iroopi  approached  the  sUong  forttfiaa- 


lioo*  of  iht  caeesy  at  the  Horse  Shoe.  He  (»^ 
dereJ  ao  aasaalt ;  the  fortiflcawn  was  stwmsd ; 
the  battle  raged,  hand  to  haad,  whUn  the  fort; 
and  aeated  with  the  dMlructiva  «f  nearty  all  the 
ladian  Warriors  IB  the  forL  Qeoctal  Jackeaa 
afterwatds  mat«bed,  with  part  of  hia  itoop&  to 
the  Hickory  Ground  ;  and  tbM«,  meeang  with  a 
large  body  of  troops  from  Qaorgja,  be  left  the 
country  io.  their  pessession^  a*d  returned  with 
his  army  to  Tennessee.  The  proeeedioga  of 
Oeaeral  Jackson  with  (be  anny  tmder  biecom- 
mand,  agaiost  the  hostile  Creeks,  wete  approved, 
and  the  Stale  of  TenMssee  was-  relieved,  by  the 
General  Govemmeot,  from  payment  oT  the  ex>- 
peBM.  The  hostile  Creek  India**  were  beaMa, 
bat  the  war  was  not  finished.  Ia  this  war  the 
Cberakee  Indians  aided  agaiost  the  deeka^Md 
did  good  eetvice.  Soon  after  hiarcMrnreoaitha 
Creek  natian,  General  iackson  was  appojoicd  a 
Brigadier  Oeneial,  with  bveretof  Uajor  Owar 
rail  that  was  eooD  fellDwed  fa^  beinf  appoantad 
a  M^or  Geaeral  in  the  armies  of^the  Uwilod: 
States.  The  Cmtk  Indian  wished  for  paaor^ 
General  Jaoksmi  was  appointed  oemraisnoaer  to 
treat  with  them  ;  and,  in  the  momb  of  Aognat, 
18U.  he  eoDcltided  a  treaty  with  ihe  Creek  na- 
tion. Hillis  Hajo,  or  Praacis,  the  &iBatie  wofbMf 
and  some  more  ebieft  ff  that  nation,  did  notac. 
tend  the  making  of  that  treaty ;  they,  with  odkesa 
of  ihcheatile  Creeks,  retired  uwarda  norida, 
fVom  whence  to  earry  oa  the  wsr  against  the 
peMile  of  ilie  United  SiaJei. 

The  Seminoles,  a  part  of  the  Crack  oMim, 
were  party  to  the  ire«ty  of  1790;  and  Da*id 
Fraooi^  alias  Ueemq[e«hee,  appears  to  hava 
signed  it.  The  Semiooles  had  acknowledged 
themselves  under  the  prot«iiJeD  of  tke  Uaiiad 
Stales,  and  of  no  other  sovereign  whaiever. 
Lands,  io  common  with-otber  tribes  of  the  Cre^ 
oaiioD,  were  allolted  to  them.  Other  treaties,  aa 
baa  been  obsnred,  were  made  with  the  Creek 
oaiiioa  i  one  a*  late  as  Noveiaber,  1805,  aad  rati- 
fled  in  June  following.  Of  the  he«iBQu*itpulaic«l 
for  in  these  irenliea,  the  SeminolcBMrlicipited. 
la  all  disftuiea  or  Wanhetwaenthe  United  Biatn 
aad  fofcigD  P<»wet8,ihe  Indian  aatlona  wtm  bad 
ackaowled^  ihcmaetree  oader  the  froteeiioa 
of  the  United  Suies  oaght  to  have  ewuinued 
neutral.  They  suSered  ihemaelTM  to  beinuia 
ihc  willing  iDauumeois  of  waraaintt  the  Uat- 
btd  Statee,  by  the  parsuasioti  of  emieaims'  ol 
fereita  nUtons,  who  traSeked  in  blood,  wboae 
goods  vpcra  poison,  whose  friendefaip  waa  d»- 
struotion.  la  a  letter  bom  Governor  HrtekaJI 
to  Hr.  Uonrae,  of  Beniembei^  ISIS,  he  informa 
that  the  Governor  of  AugnatiaetfaehadsnSdMt 
influence  wiih  the  Indians  residing  in  Florida, 
called  the  Seminolea,  toiadocelhem  lofitUnpm 
the  defeoeelesa  settlefa  on  the  Sl  Joh»  and  8*. 
Marys.  On  the  St.  Jobite'  ihey  had  killed  and 
Gcaiped  eight  or  ten  peewtni;  and  on  the  Qeo^iia 
side  of  Hi.  Marys,  iheyi  had  killed  and  sealped 
one  and  wounded  two  more.  Colonel  Switb,  Ik 
a  letter  dated  SepietnberaS,  1818^  inform*  Qovw 
atoor  UiteheU  that,  on  the  13th  of  that  awnifc, 
the  eacoit  with  (Im  proriidoK  wagou,  aadar  cob- 
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nupd  of  Ca|>uiii  Willium,  wai  atlmcked  bj 
utty  of  lodiftn*  and  negroes,  lo  ibe  nuntber  or 
fifty  or  ijilf,  itom  Si.  Augosiiae.  Captain 
Williams'B  coRnnanil  cgDsisied  af  a  non-commis- 
■ioDcd  officer  and  Diaeteen  prirate*,  besidei  dri- 
ven. The  wagons  were  lost ;  both  ibe  officers 
and  lix  priratea  wouoded,  Cipiaia  Willianu 
mortally,  the  noD-cotomisatoDed  officer  killed. 
ColoDcI  Williamt,  io  December,  Id  ibal  jtmi, 
marched  with  a  Tolanleet  corpt  from  Tenoeaiee 
to  aid  in  defending  ibe  frootifra  of  Qeorgia  frum 
tke  incunioni  of  the  Seminole  lodiaiu.  About 
that  Ume,  ihe  mnTCmcDt  of  the  Creek  IndiMi*, 
incited  lo  war  by  their  Cuuuici,  waa  exteosiv*. 
Thef  would  baTe  war,  and  war  cane  u|>od  tbem ; 
thmf  pnt  ihemaelTea  oat  of  the  proleciioa  of  the 
Dniied  Sialet,  by  ntakinc  war  amioM  ibeitt  j  aad, 
bj  ao  doing,  all  ihe  hoslUe  CiveV'aad  Seminole* 
vli«  reftMed  to  agree  to  the  ireair  of  Aii^ual, 
1814,  made  themtelrtB  outlawi  j  HiUi*  Hajo  mod 
Hemaihleinica,  ehieCi  of  tke  Creak  naiioO)  being 
of  that  aumbei. 

Id  Augual,  1B14,  a  Brilith  force  took  poHataion 
of  PeDMcola  and  the  Fori  of  Baiaacai.  A  Celo- 
nel  Niefaolls  commanded  the  land  forca,  part  of 
which  was  acorpi  of  colonial  marine*,  in  which 
Oeor^e  Woodbine  wai  a  Caolala  and  EobcN  C. 
Ambriaier  a  Lieutenani.  On  Um  S9tb  of  Au- 
giut,  in  that  year,  and  abani  tweaty  daya  aficr 
the  dale  of  the  treaty  made  with  ttie  Creek  ntt- 
tien  ai  Fort  JackaOD,  Colonel  Nio^oil*^  who,  ii 
is  presumed,  bod  ■  knowledge  o£  ihu  treaty, 
ietued  his  proclamation  fron  Penueola,  ioriliog 
persons  of  every  description  to  join  and  aid  him 
to  aboiiRh  (as  he  said)  AmeiicBD  usurpation  in 
.1.    — iii^^^  ^^^  j^  ^^  ^  lawful 


and  commanded  by  British  officen.  On  i&eSlit 
of  ibat  month  he  addrested  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lafiiie, 
informiog  him  that  he  bad  arrired  in  the  Flori- 
das  for  the  purpose  of  aanoying  the  oaly  enemy 
Great  Britain  bad  In  the  world.  He  ooatintied 
not  long  at  Pensacola  and  Baiancas.  General 
JankioD,  baring,  on  the  9|h  of  that  month,  aon- 
cluded  the  treaty  with  [he  CKeka,andappraaa bed 
PeoMtcoJa  wiib  an  AaiericaD  force,  compelled 
the  ioTading  British  lo  eTaeoaia  Feosaeola,  and 
to  abandon  the  fiarancai,  after  baring  blown  up 
the  foriificationt.  After  that,  Qea«nJ  Jaekaon 
retired  with  the  army  unitor  his  command  from 
Pen»acola,  and  hastened  to  New  Orleans  to  retitt 
the  British  at  that  place.  Colonel  Nicholkk  after 
hariiig  been  driren  from  Peoeaoola  and  Baran- 
eas,  mored  lo  Appalachieola,  and  created  his  fort 
for  the  reception  of  hoilile  Indians  aad  negroes, 
frotn  whence  be  might  sally  out,  with  hia  motley 
ciew  of  btackf  while,  and  red  combatants,  and 
■pooy  the  dcfenoeless  froniiera  of  the  Uniied 
Slates. 

Colonel  Nieholli  retained  bis  post  at  Appila- 
ehieolasereral  months  after  the  raiiGaitiooof  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent.  His  correspondence  with  Co- 
lonel Hswkins,  commencing  on  the28ih  of  April, 
1815,  showi  ihai  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
peace  made  be  I  ween  ihe  Uaited  Sium  ud  Qteat 


BritaM  had  pnt  an  end  to  his  opentioDs  at  hia 
fort,  or  to  his  ncgoLiation  with  the  Indians  agaiiM 
the  Uniied  Slates;  that  be  enclosed  a  copy  of 
part  of  Ibe  oiQlh  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Qbnt, 
siaiioK  that  the  IndiaBB  had  neoepted  and  signed 
it,  and  requested  Colonel  Hawkins  to  HBdarMand 
their  lerriioriet  to  be  as  they  stood  fn  1811 ;  that 
they  had  signed  a  ireaiy  of  oflbnsive  and  defeo- 
sire  aHianee  with  Great  Britain,  aa  a|aa  one  of 
commerce  nod  navigation;  thai  he  was  dwred 
by  the  IbdJan  chiefs  to  say^lo  Cotooel  Hawfciaa, 
that  they  do  not  Gad  that  bis  oitiveas  weee  erae- 
uatiog  their  laiwiB,  aocoiding  ta  the  Sth  article 
of  Ihe  Treuy  «f  Peace,  but  ihai  they  were  freak 
proriaioniag  the  forts.  By  a  Isuer  Iroia  Qenaial 
Gaines,  of  the  22d  May,  1815,  it  appeara  that 
Cotooel  Nicholls  was  ibea  at  Appalacbteola, 
with  ahout  900  Indiaas  and  4S0  aef^a,  under 
"  uieis,  and  other  ehieCi 
others  who  did  aoi  at 
tend  at  the  Treaty  of  Foil  Jaoksoa,  whs  oob- 
linued  hostile,  are  presumed  lo  be  of  that  parly, 
and,  with  Coloaei  Nicholls,  eacitiag  tocooiirae 
the  war. 

After  baring  ioeligaied  the  Indiaas  to  eoaliaiu 
the  war,  by  indneing  them  tobeUera  that,  hy  tka 
ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Qheni,  they  were 
entitled  to  repossess  the  territonr,aa  in  1811 ;  and 
baring  furnished  them  with  a  large  quaaiity  of 
atnu  and  luamunition  lo  carry  on  the  war,  Colo- 
nel Nicholls  departed  for  Great  Britain,  tahing 
with  him  Hillis  Hajo,  the  fanatic, and  an  addusa 
from  hostile  chiefs  lo  ibe  King  of  England.  '  It 
appears  by  a  letter  of  Coloaei  Hawbns,  of  the 
aSih  of  May,  1815,  and  br  the  letters  of  Geaeeal 
Gaines,  of  the  month  of  December,  1817,  and  of 
Janusry,  1818,  ihat  hostilities  were  eeatinaed  by 
the  Indianii  in  ihe  coarse  of  which,  it  aK***** 
that  Edward  Daniels,  taken  prisoaer,  was  tarred 
and  burnt  alira )  Uial  Mrs.  Garret  sod  hee  two. 
childien  were  murdered--.ihe  and  the  eldett 
scalped;  Lienunent  Sooit  aad  bis  paety,  is  a 
boat,  fired  on — six  men  of  thirty,  and  one  woman 
of  seven,  escaped— four  liilla  childtea  taken  by 
the  l^s  and  tbeir  brains  dasM  out  agaiast  the 
boat,  with  other  mnrdets,  and  ravage*,  and  bae- 
batiiies.  The  time  had  arrived  wbni  it  was  tJh 
aolutely  necessary  for  the  (lotted  States  to  ef  evt 
their  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Tke  mdm 
popvti,  or,  in  oiber  words,  the  sadetf  of  the  people, 
the  sapreme,  irrevocable  law  of  all  nsliaas,  de- 


aad  negroes,  and  continued  to  be  eagitad  by  for- 
eign emissaries  who  hod  ideoiified  theaselrce 
with  the  savage*,  be  terminated. 

On  the  26ih  of  December,  1817,  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  addressed  a  letter  to  Major  Oeoaral 
Andrew  Jackson,  then  at  Nashville,  Teaaeteec, 
'ordering  him  to  repair,  with  as  liills  dcl^  as 
pfaoiioable,  to  Fori  SootI,  aad  assoaie  iheimme- 
(liaie  command  of  the  forces  io  that  quarter  of  the 
souihern  division  ;  advising  him  of  the  strength 
of  the  farces  there — that  Geoerat  Gaines  estimate 
ed  the  airengih  of  the  Indiana  at  2,700;  and  to 
call  OB  the  BicaaUree  of  the  a4)bceni  Staiai^  if;. 
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JQ  his  opiaioD,  the  troops  of  the  United  Stsies 
were  too  few  in  Domber  to  bear  the  enemy  ;  and 
to  ndopl  the  necesurf  meaanres  to  termiDBle  a 
conflict  which  it  has  ever  been  the  desire  of  the 
Presideai,  from  considerations  of  humanilr,  to 
avoid,  but  which  is  now  made  necessarf  by  their 
settled  hostilities.  On  the  16tfa  of  January.  1818, 
the  Secreiarjr  at  War  wrote  to  General  Oaines, 
informing  him  that  the  honor  of  the  United 
Stales  requires  that  the  war  with  the  Seminoles 
shoald  be  terminated  speedily,  and  with  exem- 
plary ponishment  for  hostilities  so  unprovoked  ; 
and  that  orders  were  issned,  directing  toe  war  to 
be  carried  on  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  should 
it  be  oeceuary  (o  its  speedy  and  effectual  termi- 
nation. These  orders,  I  presnme,  here  been  re- 
ceived. That,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  he 
bad  repaired  to  Amelia  Island,  in  obedience  to 
orders,  and  it  being  uncertain  how  long  he  might 
be  detained  there,  the  state  of  things  st  Fort 
Seott  made  it  necessary  to  order  General  Jackson 
to  take  command  there.  From  his  known  promp- 
titude, it  is  presumable  his  arrival  may  he  soon 
expected.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War, 
ofthe89tfa  Jannary,  1S18,  to  Geoertl  Jackson, 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  letters  from  him  of 
the  ISth  and  13ih  of  that  month;  and  that  the 
measares  be  had  taken  to  bring  an  efficient  force 
into  the  field  were  approbated ;  and  expressing  a 
confident  hope  that  a  speedy  and  sncceasfnl  ter- 
mination of  the  Indian  war  will  follow  bis  ex- 
ertions. 

On  the  20lh  of  January,  1818,  Oeoeral  Jackson 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War  further  informa- 
tion respecting  the  measures  by  him  adopted  to 
carry  on  the  war,  and  that  he  would  leave  Nash- 
ville on  the  28d  of  that  month  for  Fort  Scott,  via 
Fort  Hawkini.  On  the  6lh  of  February,  1818, 
the  Secretary  of  War  wrote  to  General  Jackson, 
(Fort  Scoti,  Georgia.)  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  his  letter  of  the  SOib  ultimo,  and  Bcquaioiiog 
him  of  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President  of 
all  (he  measures  he  had  adepied  to  lerminalE  ' 
war;  that  the  honor  of  our  army,  as  well  at 
interest  of  the  coontry,  requires  that  it  should  be 
terminated  a«  soon  as  practicable.  !t  appears  that 
General  Jackson  was  at  Port  Hawkjns  on  tl-- 
10th  of  February,  1618;  at  Hartford,  in  Qeont 
on  the  Uib ;  at  Fort  Early  on  the  SSth  ;  aadc 
the  25th  of  March,  1818,  at  Fort  Gadsden,  east 
bank  of  Appalachicola,  where  formerly  Negro 
Fort  stood.  Having  reached  Fort  Scott  on  the  9th, 
with  the  brigade  of  Georgia  militia,  900  bayonets 
strong,  and  some  friendly  Creeks,  when,  on  the 
momtag  of  the  lOlh,  he  asanmed  the  command 
— ordered  the  live  slock  to  be  slaaghiered,  and 
issued  to  the  troops,  with  one  quart  of  com  tr 
each  man,  and  the  line  of  march  to  be  taketi  ui 
at  twelve,  meridian.  Near  St.  Harks,  on  theStl 
April,  1818,  the  General  writes  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  he  had  defeated  a  negro  and  Indian 
force — puTsaed  them  through  the  Hickasukian 
towns;  that  the  towns  were  ooosumed,  and  the 
greatest  abandsnce  of  corn,  cattle,  &c.,  brougbl 
id;  that  Captain  MoEever  had  secnred  Francis, 
01  BUlia  Hajo^  ibe  great  prophet,  and  Hemath. 


lemico,  an  old  Red  Slick  chief,  and  that  Arboth- 
noi,  a  Scotchman,  and  suspected  as  an  iostigalor 
of  ibe  war,  was  found  ia  St.  Marks ;  that  there 
.  foQod  in  the  conocil-house  of  Kenhagn's 
I,  the  King  of  the  Mickasukiaos,  morethan 
fifty  fresh  scalpSj  and  in  the  centre  of  the  eqtiare 
old  Red  Stick's  standard  (a  red  pole}  was 
lied,  crowned  with  scalps,  recognised,  by  the 
,  as  torn  from  the  heads  of  the  nnfortooate 
ipanions  of  Scott;  that  lodians  and  negroes 
ibined  had  demanded  the  surrender  of  St. 
Marks;  that  the  Spanish  sarrison  was  too  weak 
to  defend  it;  that  be  bad  occupied  it  with  an 
American  garrison,  and  the  commandant  and  gar- 
rison furnished  with  transportation  to  Pensacolo. 
On  the  9lfa  of  April,  from  camp  sixteen  miles 
from  Sl  Marks,  on  march  to  Suwanee,  the  Geo- 
ral  wrote  to  the  Secreiarr  of  War,  "there  is 
little  room  to  doubt  but  what  one  of  the  chiefs 
found  slain  on  the  field  in  advance  of  Ibe  Mick- 
asukian  villages,  vras  Kenhajee.  Francis,  or  HiN 
'  lis  Hajo,  aod  Hematblemico,  the  prime  insii- 
'  gators  of  this  war,  have  been  hung.  The  latier 
commanded  the  party  who  so  inhunMnly  sacri- 
ficed Scott  and  his  companions." 
On  the  20th  of  April  be  wroie  to  the  SecreUry 
of  War,  from  Bowlegs  town,  Snwauee  river,  (hat 
he  had  marched  from  Sl  Marks  on  the9(h;  on 
the  10th  was  joined  by  the  rear  of  the  volunteers 
from  Tennessee,  also  br  the  Indians  under  Gen- 
eral Mcintosh ;  that  toe  troops  nnder  his  com- 
mand (then  composed  of  the  regular,  the  Ten* 
nessee,  and  Keotucky  volunteers,  and  Georgia 
miliiia)  had  defeated  several  parties  of  the  ene- 
my ;  that  Ambrister  had  been  uken ;  thai  he  bad 
ordered  the  Georgia  troops  to  Hartford,  to  be  paid 
and  discharged.  On  theSSih  April  General  Jack- 
son wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  St. 
Marks,  that  he  had  arrived  at  that  place,  having 
perfortned  a  march  of  107  miles  in  less  than  five 
days;  that  be  wonld  leave  that  place  in  two  or 
three  days  for  Fort  Gadsden ;  that  the  Indian  forces 
were  divided  and  scattered;  that  his  presence 
in  the  country  can  he  no  longer  necessary;  that, 
after  having  made  all  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  security  of  (he  positions  occupied,  and  de- 
taching a  force  to  scour  the  counlrv  wesi  of  the 
Appalachicola,  he  would  proceed  dl recti*  to 
Nashville.  In  his  letter  of  the  Stb  of  May,  dated 
at  Fort  Gadsden,  he  gives  a  detailed  account  of 
his  operalioni  in  the  war,  and  also  informs  of  the 
execution  of  Arbathnot  and  Ambrister ;  refers  to 
bis  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Peuaa- 
cola,  and  certain  matten  which  had  been  stated, 
to  wit;  that  the  Indians  at  war  with  the  United 
States  have  free  access  into  Pensacola ;  that  they 
are  kept  advised  from  that  quarter  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  American  army ;  (hat  they  are  sup- 
[died  from  thence  with  ammunition  and  muni- 
tions of  war ;  that  a  large  body  of  them  were 
there  collecting;  that  inroads  from  thence  had 
lately  been  matle  on  the  Alabama,  in  one  of  which 
eighteen  settlers  fell  by  the  tomahawk;  thai  these 
statements  compelled  him  to  make  a  movement 
to  the  west  of  the  Appalachicola,  and.  should 
they  prove  miiect,  that  Pensacola  most  M  oceu- 
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pied  by  an  Americm  force ;  that  the  army  woald 
DiDra  from  Fort  Gadadea  od  the  7(b,  crosslog 
the  Ap|>alaehieola  rirer  at  Ocbtgte  Blat^  about 
tonj  milei  abore  Fort  Qadsden. 

Id  hia  letter  of  the  2d  of  Jane,  1B18,  dated  >t 
Fort  Montgomery,  he  wrilet  to  the  Seeretiry  of 
War.  ARer  stating  that  he  had  left  strong  gar- 
riioas  of  regnlars  in  Forts  Scott  and  Ghtdsden  ; 
that  he  had  resumed  hi*  maiefa  with  a  small  de- 
laehmeni  of  ibe  4ih  regiment  of  ioftniry,  one 
company  of  artillery,  and  the  effectives  of  the 
TenneMee  Toionteers,  the  whole  not  exceeding 
1,800  men;  that  he  approached  Pensacola,  and 
occapied  it  and  the  fortress  of  Barancaa ;  that  it 
was  deemed  most  adrisable  to  retain  the  gorern- 
ment  the  people  were  aecanomed  to,  but  that  it 
waaadvisBble  to  establish  tbt  revenue  lavs  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  check  amunling,  and  to  admit 
the  American  merchant  to  a  panictpation  of  the 
trade;  states  the  reasons  of  his  moremenls,  and 
bottoms  all  his  operations  in  that  country  on  the 
immatable  principle  of  self-defence,  anthorized 
by  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  oalioas.  In  this  let- 
ter the  Qenerml  refers  to  sereral  documents  ac- 


Pensacola,  relative  to  the  surrender  of  ibat  place 
and  the  Fort  of  Baranoas,  in  which  ptovision  is 
made  for  the  restoration  thereof  to  Spain,  and 
TBTions  other  docoments  relative  to  the  Seminole 
war,  hare  been  commantcated  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Slatea,  and  are  now  before  the  American  people 
for  their  consideration. 

Spain,  by  the  5th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1795. 
was  obligM  expressly  to  restraio,  by  force,  all 
hostilities  on  the  partof  the  Indian  nations  living 
within  her  boundaries,  (that  is,  of  Florida,)  so 
that  Spain  will  not  suffer  her  Indians  to  attack 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  tbe  Indians 
inbabilini  their  territory.  Spaio  did  not  perfortn 
that  slipolalioD  of  that  treac^.  The  Indian  tribes 
irilhin  her  territory  had  visited  tbe  frontier  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates  with  all  the  horrors  of 
savage  war.  Negro  brigands  were  eKiablishing 
themselves  when  and  where  they  pleased.  For- 
eign agents  were  openly  and  koowlD^ly  practis- 
ing their  intrigues  in  that  neutral  territory.  The 
Indians  hostile  to  tbe  United  States  were  uncon- 
trolled by  the  Spanish  authorities.  That  terri- 
tory, by  the  neutral  character  of  Spain,  had 
become  a  place  of  safetv  to  hostile  Creelu,  Sera- 
inolea,  negroes,  and  foreign  emissaries,  from 
whence  they  issued  when  they  pleased,  to  inarder 
and  destroy  tbe  people  of  the  United  States, 
lodians,  who  had  murdered  citizens,  were  de- 
mande<^  aod  refused.  Defensive  operations  had, 
by  the  United  States,  for  several  years,  been  car- 
ried on  without  effect.  The  hostile  Indians  began 
to  believe  they  were  invincible ;  they  ibreaiened 
to  take  possession  of  St.  Marks.  It  was  then  lime 
to  put  an  end  to  such  a  state  of  things.    For  that 

Sirpose  General  Jackson  was  ordered  to  Fort 
eott,  to  assume  the  coibmaad,  and  to  terminate 
the  war.    He,  therefore,  with  the  army  under  his 
eemmand,  passed,  in  pursuit  of  ibe  coetny,  the 
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Florida  line,  attacked,  and  defeated  the  Indians 
and  negroes ;  destroyed  their  towns ;  erected  and 

S.rriEoned  Fort  Qadsden,  on  the  place  where 
Icholls's  neffro  fort  had  been  ;  Iook  and  nrri* 
soned  St.  Marks ;  ordered  tbe  prophet  Hillis  Hajo 
and  Hcmathlemieo,  who  had  been  foreign  iusli- 
gaiors  in  the  war,  to  be  hanged ;  ordered  Arbnth- 
noiandAmbrister,found  guilty  of  certain  charges, 
to  be  executed.  Afterwards,  proceeded  with  liis 
troops  and  look  possession  of  Pensacola  and  Ba> 
raneasj  and  established  a  government  there;  and, 
by  doinn  these  things,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  said  to  have  been  violated. 

Tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  tbe  Con- 
aliintion  has  tbe  power  of  declaring  war.  It  is 
urged  that  the  Seminole  war  is  a  violation  of  the 
Coniliiution  because  Congress  did  not  declare  it. 
In  answer  to  thij  it  is  observed,  that  Congress 
did  not  heretofore  declare  war  against  any  Indian 
nation.  War  was  not  declared  against  the  hos- 
tile Indians  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  when 
General  Harmar  with  an  array  was  sent  to  re- 
duce them  ;  war  was  not  declared  against  theca 
when  General  St.  Clair  with  an  army  was  sent 
aninst  thera  ;  war  was  not  declared  agatnit  them 
when  General  Wayne  with  an  armv  was  sent 
against  them  and  defeated  ihem.  Tne  carrying 
on  of  that  war  without  a  formal  declaration  of 
war  against  them  by  Congress,  was  not,  in  those 
times,  considered  a  violation  of  tbe  Constiintion. 
No  more  can  tbe  carrying  on  the  war  named  the 
Seminole  war,  be  a  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
Foreign  agents  and  emissaries,  aud  Indian  fanat- 
ics, in  the  years  1813  and  1813,  instigated  the 
Creek  nation,  of  which  the  Seminoles  are  a  part, 
to  war  against  the  United  States;  the  United 
States  being  then  at  war  with  Great  Britain. 
Tbe  Slate  of  Tennessee,  in  self-defence,  sane- 
tioned  by  tbe  Constitution,  commenced  defen- 
sive operations  against  the  Creek  Indians;  the 
war  was  carried  into  the  Creek  country,  and  the 
Creeks  were  subdued,  and  afterwards  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  made.  The  war  named  the  Seminole 
war  is  a  continuation  of  the  Creek  war,  and  is  al- 
so a  continuation  of  the  war  which  the  Semi- 
Doles  and  other  Creek  Indians  carried  on  against 
the  frontiers  of  Georgia  in  the  year  1812,  and  af- 
terwards. Declare  war  by  a  solemn  act  of  Con* 
gresa  against  an  Indian  nation  I  An  Indian  cares 
not  for  a  declaration  of  war,  be  knows  not  what 
tbe  words  signify.  The  Indian  declares  war  by 
a  stroke  of  his  tomakawk,  bv  matter  of  fact  in 
blood  and  murder  does  he  declare  war,  not  by 
words.  GreatBriiaiD  did  not  declare  war  against 
Indian  nations  daring  the  lime  these  United  States 
were  colonies  of  Great  Britain.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  Great  Britain  declared  war  against  any  . 
of  tbe  powerful  potentates  of  Asia,  who  have  been 
overthrown  and  put  down  by  Great  Britain.' 
Hence,  it  is  evident  that  that  objection  to  tbe 
Seminole  war  is  not  of  any  farce.  It  ts  urged 
that  the  treaty  made  in  August  1814,  with  tbe 
Creek  nation,  is  tbe  cause  of  the  Seminole  war. 
How  that  can  be,  is  not  easy  to  illustrate.  Colo- 
nel Nicbolls  induced  the  hostile  lodians  to  believe 
that,  by  the  9th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Oheni, 
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tbir  were  eotilled  to  be  placed,  io  lespeci  to  ter- 
ntory,  in  ibe  gbdi*  aute  tfaey  were  Id  m  the  year 
1811.  The  9ih  article  of  the  Tre Hty  of  Gheat  b«B 
not  any  bearing  od  tbe  treaty  mada  With  the 
Crtek  Indians  in  AugntL  1814;  thftt  Irealy  vna 
cDDcldded  more  than  four  moDlhs  before  ihe 
Treaty  of  pbent  was  signed.  Colooel  NicholU, 
without  doubl,  bad  bieowa  reasoua  for  ao  telling 
the  jgnorant  Indians.  The  Senate  of  tbe  Coo- 
sreoa  of  (he  United  Stales  consiiiuiionatly  per- 
formed their  duty  when  iheyeoDsenied  to  and 
revised  the  raiificaiion  of  that  treaty.  Tbe  ma- 
jority of  the  Creek  nation  had  put  themaelrei  out 
of  the  protection  of  the  United  Btatea  by  warring 
■gainat  them,  and  thereby  forfeited  what  tight 
■oever  (hey  had  to  tandi  allotted  to  ifaein  br  the 
United  Slates  to  live  and  4tnQt  odj  it  was  tnere- 
fore  Jusiio  lakea  large  part  of  the  country  and  to 
Bell  It,  to  defray  the  expense  of  that  war.  Thai 
eitenaive  country  ia  now  covered  by  ft  dense  pop- 
ulation of  eiiizena,  in  cumbers  sufficient  lobe* 
Siateof  this  Union. 

Geneial  Jackson  was  authorized  by  the  supreme 
law  of  nature  and  nstions,  the  Uw  of  self-daTeiice, 
corresponding  with  the  great  national  maxim, 
namely,  the  safely  of  (he  people  is  Ihe  supreme 
law,  10  enter  the  Spanish  lerruory  of  Florida  in 
pursuit  of,  and  to  destroy,  hostile,  murdering 
aaragea,  not  bound  by  any  obligation,  who  were 
without  ihe  practice  of  any  moriil  principle  recip- 
rocally obligatory  on  naiiona. 

Spain  was  unaUe  to,  or  did  not,  restrain,  by 
force,  the  hostile  Indians  from  issuidg  forth  from 
Florida  and  destroying  (he  people  ofthe  United 
States.  It,  therefore,  became  necessary  that  the 
United  SiBtes,  by  General  Jackson  and  his  army, 
should  do  what  Spain  could  not  do,  that  is,  by 
main  force,  to  subject  the  hostile  Indians  to  order, 
and  due  respect  to  the  safety  of  the  people  of  the 
United  S(aies.  The  hostile  Indians  bad  become 
superior  in  the  Spanish  territory  of  Florida.  It, 
therefore,  was  necessary  that  the  United  States, 
in  amity  niib  Spain,  should,  not  only  in  their 
own  defence,  but,  in  respect  to  Spain,  put  down 
that  superiority.  The  hosiilelndiansand  negroes 
liad  been  undersiood  to  have  been  about  to  have 
oocupied  the  Spanish  fortress  of  St.  Marks,  which 
the  SpanUb  garrison  was  unable  to  dafen^  against 
them.  It,  therefore,  was  necessary  to  occupy 
that  fortress  with  an  American  gatiison  to  pre- 
vent it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians 
and  negroes,  enemies  of  the  United  Stales,  who, 
uticontrollea  by  Spain,  might  from  (here  issae  at 
any  time  and  murder  Ibe  people  of  the  United 
States.  Arbuthnoiand  AtuDrisieibad  withdrawn 
themselves  from  the  customs  and  laws  of  civil 
life,  and  associated  and  identified  themselves  with 
savages  at  war  with  (he  United  Suiet.  Sub- 
nets of  Great  Britain,  at  peace  with  (he  United 
S(atea  by  (he  solemn  sanction  of  a  treaty,  Ar 
buthnotand  Ambrisier,  by  identify  ingthemselvei 
with  Indians  at  war  wub  the  United  States,  ao< 
by  aiding  and  abetting  (he  Indians  in  (bat  war,  de 

E rived  themselves  of  their  neutral  character,  vio 
ited  the  treaty  of  peace  existing  between  tbi. 
Uniied  Slates  of  America  and  Great  Biitaio,  and 
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by  doiac  so,  put  themselves  out  cj  the  proleetlan 
of  tbe  GoTcmmeai  (0  which  they  bad  belongadj 
and,  if,  Mid  Mr.  R.,  [  may  use  the  nwd.dsiiiliaif 
alized  themselves.  They  were  apprehended  in 
(he  fact  of  aiding  aad  abetting,  of  ineir  own  free 
will  and  accord,  without  (he  consent  or  older  rf 
(he  Government  to  which  they  belonged,  the  en>- 
of  the  United  S(a(es,  in  levying  and  carry- 
_  m  a  war,  an  Indian,  savage,  batb«Ta<u  «*«. 
against  them. 

The  town  of  Pensacola  and  Fort  of  Baranoat 
had  been  places  of  aaylum,  refuge,  and  resort  far 
NichoUs,  lor  Indiana,  for  nwroes.  for  WoodbiM, 
and  for  the  diegs  of  mankind,  colleoled  logethw 
to  perpetrate  violence  in  the  extiame.  HoMile  la- 
diaos  and  negroes  were  there  supplied ;  the  Span- 
ish Governor  did  not,  or  dared  not,  re&iae.  Tht 
Governor  et  Peuacola  did  not  prevent  NicbolU, 
with  his  troops,  to  occupy  it  and  Barancos,;  he 
refrained  not  to  admit  ladians,  at  war  nilh  tb« 
United  Slates,  to  euter  PeitsacoLa  aitd  Baraooas, 
and  to  furnish  theib  with  munitions  of  war}  bnt 
when  he  was  informed  by  General  Jackwn,  that 
Is,  loaded  with  provisions  <aavp- 
ply  (he  American  army,  were  about  to  paaa  up 
tbe  Escambia  river,  he  refused  Io  let  tbeia  fu*, 
without  paying  large  duties.  General  JacuoD 
notified  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  of  hi)  amtroach 
to  that  place,  tbe  Governor  ordered  tbe  QeoM&l 
IS  retire  l>am  Florida,  and,  if  he  did  not,  that  he 
would  use  force  to  repel  bim.  Tbe  Governor  of 
Pensaeola  did  not  apply  forae  to  prevent  Hlcb- 
olls  from  occupying  Pensacola;  be  did  not  usi 
force  to  prevent  Indians  and  nesroet,  hostile  to 
tbe  United  States,  from  entering  PeasacoU. 

The  Dni(ed  States  of  America,  in  good  faith, 
made  with  Spain  tbe  Treaty  of  1795.  The  first 
article  of  (hat  (reaty  provides  and  declares  (hat 
there  shall  be  a  Arm  and  inviolalile  peace  and 
friendship  between  His  Catholic  Majesty,  hii 
successors,  and  subjects,  and  the  United  S(ates 
and  their  citizens,  vitbout  exception  of  persons 
or  ))laces.  By  the  fifth  article  of  that  treaty, 
Spain  did  expressly  oblige  herself  to  restrain,  by 
forces  all  hostilities  on  the  pE|rt  ofthe  Indian  na- 
tions living  niihin  iter  boundary;  so  that  Spain 
will  not  suffer. hei  Indians  to  attack  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  not  the  Indiana  iababiiing 
their  territories.  That  article  is  reciprocal.  Tbe 
faithful  execution  of  a  treaty  depends,  in  the  first 
instance,  on  ibe  officers  of  the  Qorernments  pat- 
lies  thereto.  The  articles  of  that  treaty  were 
oblieatory  on  the  Governor  of  St.  Marks,  and  on 
Ihe  Governor  of  Pensacola.  Their  aUeg.iance  to 
their  Sovereign  compelled  (hem  to  hold  sacred 
(ha[  treaty,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives.  The 
Governors  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacoia  did  not 
perform  their  obligations  to  their  GovetDmenl, 
pursuant  to  that  treaty.  Hillis  Hajo,  HemaUh- 
leuiico,  Arbuthnoi,  Ambtister,  and  oilier  enemies 
of  (he  United  S(aies,  (hey  admided  into  their 
respective  fortresses.  They  associated  theinsdres 

ltd  Indians  and  oihet  enemies  of  the  Ubiied 


States,  aod  by  so  doin^  became  enemies  of  the 
United  States.  Knowing  thai  the  United  States 
and  Spain  wereat  peace,  they  violated  Ibe  Tinif 
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of  Peace  between  the  Doiud  Sutte*  ind  Spkin, 
ind  therebjr  put  ihemielrea  out  of  ihe  pieteciion 
of  ibeir  own  QoTerntnent.  The  iBduni  liriag 
within  the  (erritory  of  Spala  were  under  the 
protectioD  of  Spniq,  beiog  ioeluded  within  the 
prorisioD  of  the  fiftb  article  of  the  Keatv.  Tbey, 
Wf  theii  hostililiee  Agaiosl  the  United  3(at«i  pat 
themMUei  oat  of  the  pioteotion  of  Spain.  Hil- 
lis  Hajo,  the  fanatic,  Bemaithlemit^o,  aed  other 
chiefs  «Qd  waTrioTB  of  the  hostile  Creek  Bed 
Sticks,  who  did  Dot  abide  by  aod  perform  ihe 
aiipalatidns  of  the  Treaty  of  1700,  and  of  subse- 

Sient  treaties  made  by  the  United  Stales  with  the 
reek  nation,  were  out  of  ibe  proleclion  of  the 
United Staiesof  America.  Arbutlinot,tbeScoIch- 
man,  Ambiister,  an  officer  of  colonial  marines,  on- 
der  Ihe  insiigaiof  NicbolU,  did  know  that  a  Trea- 
ty of  Peace  was  in  full  force  between  the  United 
Stales  of  America  and  Oreat  Britain, and  that  that 
treaty  was  obligatory  on  thecaas  British  sabjecls. 
They  in  deGance  oflhat  treaty  did  of  their  own 
free  will  and  accord  associate  and  idealify  them- 
seWes  with  the  Indians  aod  nefroes,  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  and  aided,  abetted,  and  com- 
forted the  said  Indians  and  negroes  in  their  hos- 
tilities ;  and  by  so  doing,  violated  the  said  Treaty 
of  Peace,  and  pnl  themselves  onl  of  (he  protec- 
tion of  the  OoretniB^t  to  which  they  had  be- 

toDjKd. 

There  then  wu  in  the  S(»itiih  teiritory  of 
Florida,  a  motley  band  of  white,  i«d,  and  blaek, 
gomposed  of  [JiUls  Ht^o,  the  fanatic,  Hamaiib- 
Umieo,  the  chief  of  the  atng/ti,  (who  mataacTcd 
Scott  and  hU  puijr,  who  spawd  not  women,  who 
apared  not  tender  infontsj  and  other  chiefs  and 
waiiiors  of  the  hostile  Red  Sticks,  Semiaoles, 
Tagabonds,  ranaway  negrops,  Arbnthnoi  and 
Ambiister,  all  oat  of  the  protection  of  (he  Got- 
eritiDcate  to  which  they  had  belonged,  and  within 
whose  limits  they  had  toided;  a  collection  ot 
ouilaws,  out  of  Um  protection  of  all  laws  aod 
iaatilutioBS  of  eiTilized  man,  engaged  in  lerying 
sod  carrying  on  war  SMinst  (be  people  ot  the 
United  States,  and  aidea  and  abetted  by  (he  Oor- 
ernors  of  Sl  Harks  and  Penncola,  and  endan- 
gerbg  the  eiisleoce  of  the  peace  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Spain.  These  were  Ihe  ene- 
miee  General  Jackson  and  the  army  ander  his 
fiommand  had  to  contend  with.  He  was  author- 
ized by  the  laws  of  natare,  and  by  the  supreme, 
irrevocable  law  of  self-defence,  to  free  our  eoao- 
tryfrom  the  present  and  fnture  hostilities  of  such 
«nemies.  His  obligations  to  the  United  States 
oompeUcd  bim  to  do  so.  Spain  was  expressly 
obliged  to  restnUn  by  force  the  Indiana  withi- 
bet  territory  from  committing  hostilities  again 
the  United  States.  The  Spanish  officer*  con 
mandiog  in  Florida  did  not  restrain  the  Inilians 
framwar.btit  aided  and  abetted  them  in  it.  It  then 
became  the  duty  of  Spain  to  have  displaced  and 
superseded  the  said  officers,  and  (o  hare  confided 
to  other  officers  the  command  of  Florida,  who 
wonid  hare  preserved  the  nenlral  character  of 
that  territory.  Spain  did  not  displace  or  inper- 
aede  them.  In  order  then  to  prevent  the  perpe- 
tration of  fntaie  hoatila  atrocities  by  the  Indtam 


and  negroes  and  foreign  amiisBrles  aa4  impo». 
tnr*,  it  was  necessary  to  occupy  St.  Marb  and 
Pensaeola  and  Bannoaa  with  rarrisooB  of  tcooiM 
of  the  United  States,  who  would  defend  the  lald 
fortteues,  not  from  (be  lawful  anihoriiy  of  Spain, 
hot  from  being  poeaessed  and  occupied  by  hoeiile 
Indians,  negroes,  and  foreien  emissaries— cnemiea 
—from  wbenee  they  mi^i,  aa  from  plaees  of 
safety,  annoy  and  mnrdet  the  people  of  (he  Ubh 
ted  States. 

The  proceeding*  of  Oeneral  Jackson  in  Um 
Seminole  war  ore  appiored.  The  Preridcnt  «f 
the  United  Statca  has  daraanded  of  Spain  th« 
pQnishmeot  of  those  officers  for  their  misoonducti 
and  he  hat  for(her  demanded  of  Spain  a  just  ni 
reasonable  indevnity  to  (he  United  States  for  ih« 
heavy  and  neeeasary  expense*  which  they  have 
been  oorapelled  to  Incur  by  the  failore  of  Spain 
to  perform  her  angageiaBnts  to  realrain  the  In* 
diaas.  These  demands,  which  the  Pretidut  of 
the  United  States  has  made  of  Spain,  I,  aaid 
"-    R.,  believe  to  be  just,  aod  such  at  ha,  on 


r.  R.  then  observed  that  he  would  vote 
acainst  the  adoption  of  eaoh  uf  (he  proipoaed  rea- 
->— 'ooa;  and,  after  expreesing  his  gratitude  f«t 

itlention  given  to  him, said  he  would  forbaat 
to  speak  further  on  (hi*  •ul)jtetian  which  he  bad 
delivered  hii  opinions,  bottomed  on  the  supt«nw 

Earamount  law  of  nature  and  the  traaties  madt 
y  and  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  other 
parties  thereto. 

Thdbboat,  Janaarf  SS. 

Mr.  Hebbbst,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  Ihe  Code  of  Jurisprudence 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  prepared  and  trans- 
mitted to  Congress,  by  William  Craacb,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  said  District,  made  a  report  tbereon| 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolntioD  therein  con- 
tained, was  concnrred  in  by  Ihe  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sttabtd,  That  the  Code  of  JDiisprodance  far  Iba 
District  ef  Colombia,  prspsred  sad  tiaoamitted  to  Ihia 
House,  by  William  Crinch,  Ohuf  Jiutioe  of  the  sud 
Distri^  be  lefcrred  to  dkacooMderalionol'tha  Jodflce 
of  the  Gironit  C«ttit,  and  the  Atlomey  br  ih*  nid 
District,  who  are  tothonaad  and  requested  (o  etaaiipa 
the  said  Code  and  report  to  CongieM,  at  thsir  next 
•ewion,  such  uaeikdment*  thereto,  as  to  them  nay 
seamnecusB^. 

Mr.  HEBBBnT,  from  the  same  aommlliee,  alao 
reported  a  bill  for  (he  benefit  of  William  Crnnch, 
Chief  Jaaiioe  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  eumrailted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBHsoN,  of  ECeoiueky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reponed  a  bill  eziendiDg 
the  allowance  of  pensions  to  cadets ;  which  was 
read  twice  aod  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  lo.morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senal*  aceetd  to  Ibis  Honae.  pcrmiaaian 
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ta  the  booorable  David  Daggett  and  the  boniy- 
Table  William  Hnnter,  to  attend  tbe  committee 
ftspoiDted  br  this  Hoase,  to  iaqnire  into  the  con- 
duct of  Williaai  P.  Van  Neaa  and  Hattfaiaa  B. 
Tallondge  and  to  be  examined  toncbing  the  inb- 
ket  of  Mid  iagniry'  Thef  have  paued  bills  of 
thia  HoiiM,  Of  tbe  Mowing  titlet,  to  wit:  "An 
act  to  eiubliih  a  jadicial  district  in  Virginia, 
wed  of  tbe  AU^kany  mooatain ;"  and  "An  act 
to  authorize  (he  payment,  in  certain  eties,  on 
■econnt  of  Tieaanty  notes,  which  have  been  lott 
or  destroyed ;"  with  amendments  to  each,  in 
which  ibey  ask  the  conenrrence  of  this  Honee. 

TkeHouietoiAnpforconsiderationlbc  amend 
nent*  of  the  Benate  to  the  bill  to  establiah  a  se^ 
arale  judicial  di^rict  in  tbe  western  part  of  Vit- 
cinia.  [The  srineipal  amendments  were,  to 
jireet  the  holding  of  eix  MasioD*  in  each  year, 
instead  of  foor,  (two  at  Clark«batg,  two  at  Lew- 
'  isbarg,  and  two  at  Wyihe  Conn  House;)  and 
kntfaorixiog  bnl  one  oleik  for  the  district,  instead 
of  two.] 

Mr.  UcCoT  moTed  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
smti  be  indefinitely  postponed,  which  wu  neg- 
atived {  and 

Tbe  amendments  were  then  concurred  in  by 
tbe  Hooae  ;  as  were  alio  iboM  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  lost  Trea- 
>ny  notea  in  certain  cases. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  Honse  again  took  ap,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hesbbrt  in  ite  Chair,)  the  report 
of  the  Military  Committee  on  the  Seminole  war, 
and  tbe  emendments  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
Cobb. 

Mr.  Rhbi  concluded  the  remark*  which  he 
commenced  yesterday  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
port, &c.,  as  given  entire  in  the  preeediag  past 

Tbe  Committee,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ho 
KiHBOH,  rose   and   reported   progress;  and    tbe 
House  adjourned. 

Fbioat,  January  29. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON.  from  the  Commiuee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  jorie- 
dietioB  of  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  to 
cases  ariting  auder  the  law  relating  to  patents,' 
reported  the  sane  wiihoat  amendment,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McCoT.ffom  iheCommitteeof  Claims,  to 
"which  was  referred  the  amendment,  proposed  by 
the  Senate,  ID  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
reliefofDaniclRenner  and  Nathaniel  H.Healh," 
reported  theit  agreement  iberelo,  and  tbe  amend- 
ment  was  then  eonearred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBOH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri 
vale  Land  Claime,  made  a  report  on  tbe  petition 
of  William  Scott  and  others,  heir;  of  WilUam 
Scott,  deceased ;  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Scoli, 
Gabriel  Scott,  Tbomai  Scott,  and  Elixabelb 
Bowles,  of  tbe  Slate  of  Mississippi,  heirs  of 
William  Beoti.  deceased  ;  wbieh  wa*  read  twice, 
and  eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  JoBMSOH,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  (he  fd- 
lowing  re«dniiona ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
te  lie  on  tbe  table: 

1.  Saolfcd,  That  it  is  sxpadUnt  to  estabikh  >  MU- 
itaiy  Acadamj,  on  tbe  western  waters,  upon  tbs  piin- 
ciphM  of  the  Academj  at  West  Pmnt 

3.  Saohed,  That  it  b  expedient  to  estaUiA  e 
sebool  of  practice  ibr  tbe  ■ttilleij,  in  the  vidiuly  of 
the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  JoHHsoN  also  submitted  to  tbe  Honse  a 

immunicalion  made  to  him  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  A&airs,  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  relation  to  the  subjects  embraced  in 
the  above  resolutions;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 

I  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BALnwm,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  insiructeil  to  inquire  into 
(be  expediency  of  making  provision  for  tbe  more 
coDvenieot  execniioo  of  tbe  laws  within  tbe 
Territory  of  Michiaan. 

Mr.  LowNDBB  sabmilted  tbe  TollowiDg  propo- 
silion  or  amendment  to  the  Tu|es  and  orders  of 
the  House  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  viz : 

■■  It  shall  be  lb*  duly  of  tba  Committee  of  Ways 
uid  Mains,  in  prepariDg  bills  of  ■ppropriation,  not  to 
indode  appramUtlons  for  canning  wto  efllMt  treatisa 
made  by  tba  United  States,  in  a  IhU  containing  appro- 
priation* intended  fin  other  objects ;  and  where  an 
appropriation  bill  shsU  be  referred  to  that  committee 
Sn  tbeir  conddaration,  conlalnbig  eppK^iriatioiii  lie 
carrTing  a  treaty  into  eIRct,  and,  also,  appTopriation* 
Ha  other  objects,  it  Aall  be  tbe  doty  of  the  eommitte* 
to  propoae  sneh  amendments  ai  shall  prevent  appro- 
prialions  for  oanying  a  tiea^  into  cflact,  from  being 
udnded  in  the  sama  bib  wbldi  contains  appr«pria> 
lion*  for  olbn  object*." 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Com  miittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  committed 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  ihe  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  (he  Navy 
for  the  current  year,  reported  their  agreement 
thereto;  and  the  said  amendments  eabsequeatlr 
passed  tbrongb  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole,  and 
were  concotred  in  by  ihe  Honse. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  exiuding 
the  allowance  of  pensions  to  cadets,"  waa  read 
(he  third  time;  and  on  (he  question,' Shall  ibe 
said  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

SEMINOLE  WAB. 

The  House  resumed,  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  (Mr.  BisBBTT  in  the  Chair,)  (be  consider- 
ation of  (he  report  of  the  Military  Committee, 
on  (he  transactions  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  HopKiNBON,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed 
(he  House  as  follows: 

Mr-Chairmau,  if,  after  tbe  diacnasion  tbi**ab- 
jec(  has  nndergone,  I  were  to  promise  the  Com- 
mittee to  present  it  with  entire  novelty,  I  should 
promise  that  which  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  per- 
form, and  which  would  betray  a  presnmptioD, of 
which,  I  iruB(,  I  am  incapable.  1  bave  tbe  hope, 
however,  that  I  may  be  able  10  offer  some  pnn- 
ciples  in  relation  to  it  which  have  not  yet  beea 
presented,  and  are  entitled  to  some  inf 


HiflTORT  ov  coifasass. 


«M 


Jaxhabt,  181S. 


H.orR. 


the  decision  of  tbe  Committee,  Kod  to  m«ke  some 
aeir  applicatioiis  of  ptiociples  mlteady  estab- 
lished. 

The  matters  ia  coairoTersr  seem  to  me  to  o 
Iain  ioBniie  imporiance,  from  the  connexion  thej 
bave  with  the  chaiactei  of  ouc  eonnttjr.  We 
stand  in  a  most  peculiar  and  responsible  situaiion 
in  this  TespeeC  Tbe  nations  of  Europe,  from 
their  coniicoiiy,  may  be  said  to  form  ■  lamily  or 
an  assQcisiion  of  nationi,  controlled  by,  and  ac- 
Qonntable  to  each  otber.  Tbey  bare  alliances 
wbicb  all  respect,  ties  which  all  must  feel,  b«l- 
KDces  and  checks  wbicb  all  are  interested  to  pre- 
•erve,  and  rules  of  conduct  in  tbeir  mutual  inter- 
GODne  which  all  are  made  to  obey.  Tbe  Amer- 
ican people,  temored  far  from  the  rest  of  the 
civilized  world, and  placed  beyond  the  control  of 
tbe  policy  or  force  of  Europe,  have  none  of  those 
means  to  keep  ihem  to  tbe  path  of  justice.  Tbey 
acknowledge  no  gaide  authorized  to  direct  them 
but  their  own  consciences;  aud  feel  no  respou- 
sibilitf  but  to  their  God.  Tbis,  sir,  is  a  ltj[ing 
and  a  tempting  situation,  placing  us  on  tbe  higb- 
ast  ground  of  virtue,  if  we  do  not  abuse  it ;  but 
exposing  Qstoiofiniie  danger  from  the  sugges- 
tions of  pride,  interest,  ana  self-love.  But,  sir, 
let  ua  not  forget  that  we  belong  to  tbe  family  of 
civilized  nations,  and  be  most  forward  to  prove 
our  devotion  to  those  rules  of  conduct  whicn  tbe 
experience  and  wisdom  of  ages  have  established, 
aa  necessary  for  tbe  peace  and  usefulness  of  all. 
Lei  us  cherish  those  laws  which 'increase  tbe 
blessings  of  peace,  and  mitigate  tbe  calamities 
of  war, 

Tbe  dangers  which  our  country  may  appre- 
hend from  tbe  encotttagement  of  amiltiary  spirit 
Id  our  people,  bave  been  eloquently  portrayed 
on  this  occasion.  It  is  uodonbtedly  true  ibat  a 
strong  disposiiioaof  tbis  son  has  been  manifested, 
and  was  rapidly  rising,  in  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates ;  and  a  greater  evil  cooUl  hardly  befall 
ns  than  the  consummation  of  its  ascendency. 
There  is  something  so  infatuating  in  the  pomp 
and  triumphs  of  war,  that  a  young  and  brave 
people  who  have  known  but  little  of  its  destruc- 
tive miseries  may  requite  to  be  guarded  against 
falling  into  tbe  snare,  and  led  to  direct  tbeir  en- 
ergies to  other  and  better  objects.  It  is  wotihy 
ofremark  that,  in  the  various  wavs  in  which  the 
genins  and  powers  of  men  display  themselves, 
the  military  course  is  the  only  one  eminently 
dangerous  to  his  species.  Genius  in  every  other 
department,  however  dazzling  and  powerful,  is 
jievet  hurtful,  is  generally  a  blessing  to  the  world. 
The  sitipendous  genius  of  Newton  elevated  tbe 
dignity  of  man,  and  brought  bim  nearer  to  his 
Ood  i  it  gave  bim  a  path  to  walk  in  the  6rma- 
ment,  and  knowledge  to  hold  converse  with  the 
stars.  The  erratic  comet  cannot  elude  bis  vigi- 
lance, not  the  powerful  sun  disappoint  bis  calcu- 
lations. Yet,  this  genius,  so  mighty  in  the  pro- 
duciioa  of  good,  was  harmless  of  the  evil  as  a 
child.  It  never  inflicted  iDJary  or  pain  on  any- 
thing that  lives  or  feels.  Shakspeare  prepared 
an  ioexbatuiible  feast  of  instrueiion  ana  delight 
lot  hii  own  age  and  the  ages  lo  come  ;  but  he 


brought  no  tears  into  the  world  but  those  of  fic- 
titious woe,  which  tbe  other  end  of  bis  wand  was 
always  ready  to  cure.  It  is  military  geniusalone 
that  must  be  notirisbed  with  blood,  and  can  find 
employment  only  in  inflicting  misery  and  death 
upon  man. 

Tbe  cbaracier  and  services  of  General  Jack- 
son have  called  forth  eloquent  enlogiums  from 
varioos  parts  of  the  House.  I  bave  no  disposi- 
tlOD  to  depreciate  them,  although  I  think  some 
of  the  praise  bestowed  upon  them  bas  been  some- 
what extravagant.  I  cannot  think  him  tbe  great- 
est commaoder  this  conntry  bas  produced  j  much 
less  is  he  the  greatest  general  of  the  ase;  an  age 
"  productive  of  military  wonders.    He  is  un- 


indefaiigable  perseverance,  of  striking  decision 
and  celerity,  and  of  great  resources.    If  his  pri- 


^uestionably  a  man  of  undaunted  courage,  of 

lie  pr -'  --■-■-     '---■  ■  — 

, ,  nd  of  gree 
vate  virtue^  of  whicn  1  know  nothing,  are  equal 
lo  his  public  services,  be  is,  assuredly,  a  man 
worthy  of  all  estimation.  These  things  will  not 
influence  my  opinion  or  my  vote,  in  the  discus- 
sion and  decision  ofqnestionsornationallawand 
public  impoiiance,  wbicb  bave  no  otber  connex- 
ion with  the  character  or  services  of  General 
Jackson,  than  that  tbey  have  arisen  ont  of  trans- 
actions in  which  he  has  been  engaged. 

We  have  seen,  in  this  debate,  a  very  laboriotis 
examination  of  book^  for  principles  applicable 
to  the  questions  in  discussion;  and  autboritiee 
bare  been  quoted,  without  end,  on  the  several 
points.  In  troth,  however,  this  is  not  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  case;  tbe  principles  of  tbe  laws  of 
nations,  which  have  relation  to  it,  are  very  dear 
and  unquestionable;  and  the  inquiry  should  be 
into  the  facts  aud  circumstances  of  this  cam- 
pai^n.  These  being  distinctly  ascertained,  the 
decision  of  the  law  upon  them  will  be  found  at 
once.  Indeed,  it  is  the  excellence  of  that  system 
which  is  called  the  laws  of  nations,  that  there  is 
little  in  it  ibat  is  technical  or  arbitrary ;  tbe  mle 
is,  generally,  that  which  the  sound  understand- 
ing snd  common  sense  of  every  man  would  itig- 
gest  to  bim,  if  he  had  never  read  a  line  on  tbe 
subject.  My  object  will  be  lodrawthe  attentloa 
of  the  Committee  to  the  prominent  points  of  in- 
quiry ;  to  Bx  with  precision  the  facts  in  relation 
to  eacb,  and  i>how  the  principles  of  national  law 


which  onght  to  govern  ns  in  deciding  npon  them. 
General  Jackson  bas  been  arraigned;  first,  for 
crossing  the  line  separating  tbe  United  Slates 


from  Florida ;  second,  for  taking  tbe  fortress  of 
Sl  Marks  from  the  Spanish  auihorities;  third, 
for  taking  Pensaoola  and  Barancas;  fourth,  for 
the  execution  of  Ambrister  and  AtbuthnoL  I 
beg  leave  lo  premise  that.  In  discussing  a  trans- 
action in  which  so  many  distinct  questions  arise, 
it  will  necessarily  happen  that  different  gentle- 
men of  the  Commiitee  will  agree  upon  some,  and 
disagree  upon  others ;  and  even  when  they  come 
to  the  same  result  of  approbation  or  disapproba- 
tion, it  may  be  for  reasons  wholly  different.  This 
renders  a  particular  explanation  of  tbe  ground  of 
opinion  more  necessary  than  in  ordinary  cases. 
In  crossing  tbe  Florida  line  and  entering  ujwn 
the  Spanish  territory.  General  Jackson  certainly 
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Tiolsttd  the  neutral  rod  natiouil  rigbta  trf  Bptiin, 
nnleiB  he  can  ifaair  it  yras  done  tin  reasona,  and 
under  c  ire  am  stance  >,  which,  by  the  agreement 
of  naiioDB,  or.  in  other  words,  by  the  l&wi  of  na- 
tions, J  us  I  Iff  It,  and  remoTe  its  offensive  charac- 
ter. Sereral  groands'of  defence  have  been  taken 
for  this  act,  bbib  by  Qeneral  Jackson  and  on  this 
floor.  And  here  1  may  remark,  fn  relation  to  this 
pari  or  the  ease,  as  well  as  sotne  oF  the  others, 
that  it  IS  uororluitale  for  a  man,  wben  be  has 
dona  that  which  is  reilljr  right  and  defensible, 
to  alombte  upon  a  bad  reason  for  it.  His  reason 
will  be  succeufull)'  attacked,  and  he  Will  appear 
to  eland  condemned,  when,  in  trnth,  his  iojadi- 
cioQS  defence  only  has  been  overlbtown.  Bo  it 
has  happened  to  the  Qeneral.  It  has  been  said 
for  bim,  that  he  was  juslifled  in  crosiing  the 
Spanish  line  to  attack  thelDdianB,becaase  Spain 
bad,  by  her  treaty,  stipntated  that  she  would  re- 
strain the  Indians  within  her  territory  from  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States;  and  that,  not 
having  done  this,  we  had  a  rigbl  to  pass  into  the 
teriiioty  to  do  that  for  her  and  ontsclres  which 
she  Wis  bonnd,  bnt  bad  failed  to  do.  It  iaobvion|L 
on  the  least  reflection,  that  this  defence  can  avail 
nothing.  If  Spain  had  failed  to  perfbrm  bet 
treaties  with  the  United  States,  it  was  a  matter 
to  be  edjosled  by  the  two  Qovemments,  and  not 
by  a  Com  man  del- in -chief,  at  the  bead  of  his 
army.  Spain  might  give  reasons  for  the  failure 
aailsfhctoty  lo  this  Qovemment,  and  had  a  ti^bt 
to«n  opportunity  lo  do  so.  But  the  conclusive 
view  of  ihia  point  is  this  :  If  the  tenitoTy  of  Spain 
was  Tiolaiea  or  attacked,  to  compel  her  to  per- 
form her  treaty  silpulation,  or  to  punish  her  for 
not  doing  so,  or  because  she  had  not  done  so,  the 
act  connected  with  the  object  was  undonbiedly 
an  act  of  war,  it  placed  ns  in  a  state  of  war,  and 
changed  our  relations  with  Spain. 

Now,  it  is  necesiary  only  to  look  at  our  Con- 
stilution,  to  learn  that  neither  General  Jackson, 
nor  those  under  whose  orders  he  acted,  possess 
(he  right  10  make  war,  under  any  prelener,  or 
for  any  cause  whatever.  To  change  the  rela- 
tions of  this  country,  from  those  of  peace  to  thosa 
of  war,  ii  a  change  so  infinitely  iQicresting  to 
(be  people,  nay,  to  every  individual  of  the  cotra- 
try,  and  to  be  determined  by  so  many  considera- 
tions of  policy,  as  well  as  right,  that  it  must  be 
the  combined  act  of  all  the  powers  of  the  Oov- 
emroent,  representing  all  the  people  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Slates.  It  has  not  been  intrnsted  to  the 
TashncGs  or  caprice  of  a  military  commander) 
nor  to  the  will  of  the  Ezecntive  Matistrates. 
Congren  atone  may  dectare  war.  At  the  fono- 
daiion,  then,  of  all  the  argument  I  shall  submit 
to  the  Committee,  and  which,  I  be;  may  be 
kejH  in  mind  through  the  whole,  I  place  this 
principle ;  that  Oeneral  Jackson  must  be  defend- 
ed Id  what  he  has  done,  consistently  with  our 
BeQirai  relations  with  Spain,  or  he  cannot  ha 
defended  at  all.  Everything  beyond  this  is  war 
vtth  Spain;  and  the  power  or  making  war  is 
not  with  General  Jackson.  My  Inqairy  then  will 
be,  what  ciiCDmiiances  will  justify  a  belligerent 
in  iDTading  or  entering  the  territory  of  a  neutral. 


consistenilv  with  neutral  relations;  so  that  the 
neutral  will  not  be  justified  in  eomiitring  and 
repelling  it  as  an  act  of  hostility.  The  right  to 
enier  nealrat  territory  stands  tipon  the  same  prin- 
ciple aa  the  right  of  passage  through  it.  I  shall  lo 
consider  the  case  before  us ;  and  cannot  admit  it 
to  be  the  case  of  a  fresh  pursuit  after  a  defeated 
enemy,  who,  flying  from  the  field  of  battle,  erosi 
-  '-naginary  (incj  and  ate,  on  the  instant,  pnt- 
^u^uorerit.  This  is  not  the  state  of  the  (act: 
the  Spanish  line  was  passed  for  the  purposes  of 
relieving  oar  army  from  a  critical  situatioD;  of 
terminating  a  war  which  otherwise  might  be 
endless;  and  of  breaking  up  and  destroying  the 
enemy  in  iheir  own  villages.  There  ii  nothing 
of  the  nature  of  fresh  pnrsnit  in  any  of  this.  The 
right  of  passac«  over  a  neutral  soil  is  justified 
by  the  law  of  nations,  when  taken,  1st,  by  con- 
sent; Sd,  when  unquestionably  innocent,  and 
unjustly  denied ;  3d,  in  case  of  urgent  and  real 
necessity.  I  agree,  that  in  every  case  the  petmia- 
sion  of  the  neutral  should  first  be  asked,  if  prac- 
ticable; becauie,  it  is  only  by  asking  you  can 
obtain  consent;  it  is  only  by  asking  and  hearii>g 
the  olyeciions,  it  cad  be  decided  whether  the 
passage  is  innocent,  and  the  refusal  nnjust ;  and, 
m  the  third  ease,  it  is  only  tn  this  way  yon  cBb 
judge  whether  yonr  necessity  for  passing,  or  the 
necessitv  of  the  neutral  for  refusing,  is  the  strong- 
er; for  It  is  abundantly  clear,  that,  if  a  superior 
or  equal  necessity  obliges  the  proprietor  of  ibe 
soil  to  deny  you  passage,  ha  may  justly  do  so, 
and  his  right  mast  prevail  over  yours.  6a^ 
where  your  necessity  is  sach,  as  to  render  it  ira- 
possible  lo  ask  the  permission  of  the  neutral  to 
enter  his  territory,  that  the  very  dday  of  aneh  a 
proceeding  would  bring  npon  yon  all  the  calana- 
ity  apprehended,  I  hold  it  to  be  right  of  the  M- 
ligereni  lo  proceed  without  pejmission  asked, 
leavins  his  juslificallon  to  fulore  explanation 
and  adjuBimenl.  The  neceisity  which  jusiifiea 
the  act,  mast  also  jmtify  the  marmer,  if  equally 
within  the  urgency  of  the  necessity. 

As  to  an  innocent  passage — so  nnqtiestionably 
innocent,  that  a  refusal  wonld  be  deemed  unjast, 
and,  of  itself,  authorize  an  entry — I  agree  it  can 
rarely  happen ;  becanse  the  passage  of  troopa 
tbrough  a  conntry  can  rarely  be  bad  without 
some  injury,  more  or  less  immediate  or  cooae- 
quential  to  the  neutral.  Bat,  such  an  instanoe 
does  occur  in  the  very  case  before  us.  which  may 
serve  lo  exemplify  the  doctrine.  At  the  com- 
mencemeni  of  these  Indian  hostilities,  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  in  Fort  Scott  beeaine 
exceedingly  straitened  for  provisions,  and  tbe 
enemy,  unable  lo  attack  the  jriace  with  direct 
force,  conceived  (he  plan  of  reducing  them  by 
famine  and  cutting  off  all  snpplies.  These  sup- 
plies could  only  M  farnisbed  by  passing  up  the 
Appaiaebicola  river,  through  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory. In  like  manner,  to  supply  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Crawford,  it  was  necesaaty  to  nse  the  E*- 
eambia  river.  Now,  ii  is  obvious,  that  while  it 
was  all-important  to  the  United  States  lo  nae 
these  passages  for  these  purposes,  it  is  equally 
obvious,  that  such  paaiBge  was  entirely  and  uii> 
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qaHlionabtf  iDnoeent  in  relaTioD  to'  Spain,  ind 
no  posslUe  injnrT  or  ioeoDTeiiiencc  could  accrue 


caw,  wonld,  bv  the  law  of  nations,  be  deemed 
unjust ;  and  if  force  were  resorted  to  nnder  aoch 
cirenmstaucea,  Ac  refniiog  nation  wonld  be  cod- 
Bidemt  as  baring  indiscreetly  drawn  the  violence 
on  itaelf.  1  mean  not  to  sa;,  that  any  snch  re- 
fbnl  waa  made  in  the  case  mentioned.  A  de- 
mand of  dDties  was  made,  which,  if  reasoDaUe 
customary,  cannot  be  complBincd  of;  otherwise, 
if  Used  as  a  mere  preteic  tor  embarrassment  and 
driaf.  In  considering  this  right  of  passage,  or  of 
ctDBsing  into  the  neutral  territory,  it  is  always 
necnsary  to  make  a  foH  and  just  estimate  of  the 
reasons  on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  to  mike 
cmnparison  of  the  necessity  which  presses  Dpon 
the  belligerent  to  insist  with  the  reasons  the  neu- 
tral nwy  nrze  for  refusing.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
a^ree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, (Mr.  MebceSj)  that  ibcre  are  no  degrees  of 
necessity  ;  that  it  is  a  point  precipe  and  ansolute. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is,  in  these  cases,  always  a 
question  of  degree ;  and  ibe  necessity  which 
will  justify  the  mTasion  of  neutral  territory,  will 
be,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  weight  of  the 
eotiDter  necessity  opposed  by  the  neatral  to  pre- 
Tent  ii.  A  degree  of  neceaaity  will  authorize  a 
mere  passage,  which  will  not  authorize  the  occn- 
pBlionof  afort;  in  which  case,  what  is  called  ex- 
trane  necessity  is  required.  From  these  principles 
it  followB.that,  in  order  to  decide  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  Oeneral  Jackson's  crouin^  into  Florida, 
we  mast  examine,  with  some  minuteness,  faia 
■etnal  sitoation  at  the  time  ;  the  Dainre  and  ur- 
gency of  the  circumstances  that  detetmioed  him 
to  tbemeaaDTe;  and  fairly  ctnnpare  them  with 
the  reasons  winch  maybe  urged  against  It  on 
the  part  of  Spain.  We  must  compare  his  necet- 
riliea  with  the  incouTeniences  or  tojaries  that 
might  resolt  to  the  neutral  nation,  by  his  TelicT- 
ina  himself  in  this  way. 

The  United  States  are  at  war  with  certain 
tribes  of  Indtans  Inhabiting  the  Spanish  territory. 
Ida  not  inqaire,  as  some  gentlemen  have  done, 
into  the  origin  of  this  war,  or  dealde  who  was 
lfa«  immediate  aggressor.  The  commanding 
Oeneral,  whose  candact  we  are  now  inTestiza 
iog,  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  question,  ft  __ 
hia  dnty  to  fight  the  battles  of  hia  coantty,  and 
carry  on  the  war  according  to  the  laws  of  his 
coantry.  Those  who  send  him  into  the  field 
most  answer  for  the  war.  I  may  say,  howerer, 
that  I  presume  the  origin  of  this  war  is  the  same 
with  ali  out  Indian  wars.  It  lies  deep  heyond 
the  power  of  eradication,  in  the  mighty  wrongs 
we  bare  heaped  npon  the  miserable  nations  of 
these  kads.  I  cannot  refiise  them  my  hean-ftll 
aynapBihy.  ReBect  npen  what  they  were;  and 
look  at  them  as  they  are.  Great  nations  dwin- 
dled down  into  wandering  tribes;  and  powerful 
kings  degraded  to  beggarly  chiefs.    Once  the  sole 

Cseasors  of  immeasuiable  wilds,  it  conid  nt' 
'e  entered  into  their  imagination  that  thei 
I      was  a  force  on  earth  to  disturb  their  possessions, 
Kid  overthrow  their  power.    It  entered  not  into 


ima^tuation,  that  from  beyond  that  great 
water,  which  to  them  was  an  impassable  amlL 
theie  would  come  a  race  of  beings  to  despoil 
them  of  their  inheritance,  and  sweep  them  from 
the  earth.  Three  hundred  years  hare  rolled  into 
the  bosom  of  eternity  since  the  white  man  put 
these  silent  shores;  and  erery  day, 
every  hour,  and  etery  moment,  has  been  matked 
with  some  act  of  cruelty  and  oppression.  Im- 
posing on  the  credulity  or  the  ienoraoce  of  the 
aborigines,  and  overawing  their  rears  by  the  use 
of  death  of  inconceirable  leiror. 


increasing  the  1 
crease  of  their  strength.  The  tide  of  civilization, 
for  so  we  call  it,  fed  from  its  inexhausiibte  ' 
sources  in  Europe,  as  well  as  by  its  own  means 
of  augmentation,  swells  rapidly  and  presses  on 
the  savage.  He  retreats  (fom  forest  to  forest, 
from  mooniain  to  mountain,  hoping,  at  erety  re- 
move, he  has  left  enoogh  lot  his  invaders,  and 
may  enjoy  in  peace  his  new  abode.  But  in  vain; 
it  is  only  in  the  gnive,  the  last  retreat  of  man, 
that  he  will  find  repose.  He  recedes  before  the 
swelling  waters;  ibe  cry  of  his  complaint  be- 
comes more  diatant  and  feeble,  and  soon  will 
be  heard  no  more.  I  bear,  sir,  oi  beneficent  plans 
for  civilizing  the  Indians,  and  securing  their  pos- 
sessions to  them.  The  great  men  who  mate 
these  eflbrts  will  have  the  approbaiion  of  Qod 
and  their  own  conscience;  but  this  will  be  all 
their  success.  I  consider  the  fate  of  the  Indian 
as  inevitably  fixed.  He  must  perish.  The  de- 
cree of  extermination  has  long  since  gone  forth ; 
and  the  execution  of  it  is  in  rapid  progress.  Ava- 
rice, sir,  has  counted  their  acres,  and  power  their 
force  ;  and  avarice  and  power  match  on  together 
to  their  destruction.  You  talk  of  the  scalping 
knife  ;  what  is  it  to  the  liquid  ooisoo  you  pour 
down  the  throats  of  these  wretched  beings  7  Yon 
declaim  against  the  mordeiooa  tomahawlc ;  what 
is  it,  in  comparison  with  yoor  arms,  ]ronr  discip- 
line, your  nambers?  The  contest  is  in  vain; 
and  equally  rain  are  the  efibiis  of  a  haodfol  of 
beoaroleat  men  against  snch  a  combination  of 
force,  stimulated  by  avarice  and  the  temptatiai|s 
of  wealth.  When,  in  Ibe  documents  on  roar 
table,  I  see  that,  in  this  triumphant  march  of 
General  Jackson,  he  meets,  from  time  to  time.  ■ 
(the  only  enemy  he  saw,)  groups  of  old  men  and 
women,  and  children,  gathering  on  the  edge  of  a 
morass,  their  rillages  destioyed,  their  corn  and 
provisions  carried  oS,  houseless  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  looking  for  death  alternately  to  famine 
and  the  sword,  my  heart  sickens  at  a  scene  so 
charged  with  wretchedness.  To  rouse  us  from  a 
sympathy  so  deep,  so  Irresistible,  we  are  told  of 
tde  scalping  knife  aud  the  tomahawk;  of  our 
slaoghteted  women  and  children.  We  speak  of 
these  things,  as  if  women  and  children  were  un- 
known to  the  Indians — as  if  they  hare  no  such 
beings  amongst  them  ;  no  snch  near  and  dear  re- 
lations; as  if  they  belong  only  to  us.  It  is  not 
30.  The  poor  Indian  mother,  crouching  in  her 
miserable  wigwam,  or  resting  under  the  broad 
canopy  of  heaven,  presses  her  naked  infant  to 
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hei  bosom  with  as  tiat  aod  fonit  emotioD  u  ibe 
faiiest  in  oar  land ;  and  her  heart  is  lorn  with  as 
keen  anguish  if  it  perith  in  her  sigbl.  A  fevr 
nights  UDce  s  lecture  was  delivered  io  ibis  Hoose 
upon  ibe  power  of  koowledge.  Aoion^  other 
eziraordiaaiy  productions  of  oumao  genius,  ibe 
mariner's  eompats  was  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  most  nseful.  Mjr  mind,  dwelling  perhaps  on 
ibis  debate,  immediaielf  aaked,  Is  it  w  1  Whit 
ttjs  the  Indian  to  tbai  T  Go  to  the  Southern 
part  of  this  continent,  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic,  once  inhabited  bf  great  and  powerful 
oaiions,  enjoying  all  the  bappioess  life  could 
give;  because  it  was  all  they  could  know  or  en- 
joj.  How  do  yon  find  i<  now?  Sadness,  and 
misery,  and  despair,  in  man;  waste  and  desola- 
tion over  the  plaios.  What  has  made  this  change, 
and  sunk  mimoas  of  happy  beings  into  hordes 
of  degraded  slaves?  The  mariner's  compass. 
Tars  your  eyes  10  Northern  America,  the  scene 
is  not  more  cheering,  and  the  cause  the  same. 
Lift  your  prospect  to  the  regions  of  India,  onee 
the  unriTallea  seal  of  cosily  magnificence  and 
earthly  power,  but  now  groaning,  expiring  under 
the  exactions  of  commercial  avarice  and  the  op- 
pressions of  military  despotism.  Wbai  did  all 
this  7    The  manner's  compass. 

I  pray  the  pardon  of  the  Committee  Tot  this 
digression;  it  was  lrulj[  my  intention  to  hold 
myself  closely  to  the  •ubjecl  of  discussion,  and  to 
treat  ibat  only  as  a  question  of  national  law,  al- 
though I  was  conscious  that  this  dull  course  of 
argomeni  would  want  those  attractioos  of  elo- 
quence which  have  enrifihcd  the  addresses  of 
other  gentlemen. 

In  ihe  Fall  of  1817,  hostilities  had  broken  out 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, lesidiog  in  Florida,  aod  assnmed  appear- 
ances of  danger  and  ferocity,  reqniiingim mediate 
and  efiectuaf  suppression.  On  the  30th  of  No- 
vembet  of  that  year,  a  boat,  commanded  by  Lien- 
tenant  Scott,  containing  forty  men,  some  women, 
and  I  believe  some  children,  when  ascending  the 
Appalachicola  river,  was  fired  upon  by  a  pany 
of  ambuscaded  Indians,  and  the  whole  party 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners.  Previous  to 
this  occurrence,  other  murders  and  robberies  had 
been  perpetrated.  It  is  said  by  General  Gaines, 
in  one  of  his  talks,  that  the  murderers  and  rob- 
bers had  been  demanded  of  the  Indians,  and  re- 
fused ;  and  that  a  couneil  had  been  held  by  them 
at  Mickasuky,  at  which  war  with  the  Uoiled 
Slates  was  determined  upon.    On  the  15th  De- 


suuies,  and  placed  in  imminent  danger.  On  Ihe 
9ih  01  January,  1818,  bodies  of  Indians,  in  the 
whole  from  eight  to  twelve  hundred,  were  col* 
lecling  OD  the  Appalachicola,  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  our  supplies.  From  iheae  facts  it  is 
obvious  that  war  existed  with  as  much  formality 
and  more  activity  than  is  ugqbI  with  Indian  hos- 
tilities. Such  was  the  state  of  things  in  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  and  ihe  beginning  of  '18.  In  order  to 
show  that  oui  Government  was  truly  desirous  to 
respect,  even  lo  an  imaginary  line,  the  sovef 


eigntv  and. neutrality  of  Spain,  and  eeaied  to  do 
'"  only  when  circumsisnces  made  it  necessary, 
_  d  of  course  Justifiable,  it  n»v  be  proper  to  look 
lo  the  orders  issued  by  the  War  Department  on 
Ibe  30ih  of  October,  1817.  In  a  letter  of  that 
dale  to  General  Gaines,  he  is  told  that  the  Prest- 
deni  approves  of  the  march  of  the  troopi  teom 
Fort  Montgomery  to  Fort  Scott ;  that  he  flatters 
himself  the  appearance  of  (his  force  will  restrain 
the  Indians,  and  induce  them  to  make  reparation 
for  the  murders  they  bad  committed.  Should 
they,  however,  refuse  to  make  reparation,  "  it  is 
the  wish  of  ihe  President,"  says  the  Secreiary, 
"  that  you  should  not,  on  that  account,  pass  the 
'  line,  aod  make  an  attack  upon  ibem  within  the 
'  limits  of  Florida,  until  you  shall  have  received 
'  further  inaiructionafrom  this  department."  We 
see  in  these  orders  a  scrupulous  attention  lo  the 
neutral  rights  of  Spain,  and  a  very  discrimioa- 
lin^  observance  of  the  laws  of  nations.  The  two 
objects  to  be  attained,  were  the  restraint  «f  the 
hosiiliiies  and  depredaiions  of  the  laditns,  and 
to  induce  them  to  make  reparaiion  for  those  com- 
milled.  For  the  aUainmenl  of  them  the  Preai- 
deni  relies  on  the  appearance  of  the  force  of  oar 
iroops;  but,  should  he  be  disappointed  in  Uii* 
hope,  he  directs  that  the  line  shall  not  be  pnaaed, 
because  reparation  is  refnsed,  without  further 
orders  from  the  department.  Now,  whether  wc 
might  pass  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  reatraining 
hostilities,  would  depend  upon  the  nature  tM 
necessity  of  the  case;  but  it  is  most  clear  that 
we  have  no  such  right  merely  to  obtain  repara- 
tion for  past  injuries,  or  lo  chastise  the  enenj 
for  refusing  it.  Thelineis,  therefore,  accaralaty 
drawn  by  Ibe  President,  according  to  ihe  rules 
of  national  law.  He  forbids  the  passage  peremp* 
torily  for  a  cause  not  justified  by  that  taw  {  and. 
as  to  the  other  object,  directs  that  he  aball  be 
consulted  before  so  tmporuni  a  step  is  lakea.  On 
the  S6lh  December,  when  the  order  iMiiad  u 
General  Jackson,  to  uke  command  of  the  army, 
onr  situation  was  no  longer  so  secure  as  ia  Octo- 
ber preceding.  The  enemy  had  greatly  incraajad 
innumber;  (hey  had  taken  posilions  fatal  to  onr 
garrisons,  by  cutting  off  all  soppliea  from  than; 
Ibey  had  deslrojred  a  considerAle  parly  of  mea 
going  10  those  forts ;  they  had  attacked  our  traoa- 
ports,  and  manifested  a  deternioaiioB  to  praaa 
the  war  with  all  their  power  and  all  their  cm- 
etty.  The  change  of  ciroumslancea  required  a 
corresponding  change  in  tbe  measarei  of  defenoc. 
On  the  Sth  of  Decembe^  a  letter  ia  addressed 
from  the  Executive  to  Goneral  Qainea,  lor  hit 
government.  Fowliown  bad  now  been  attacked 
aod  destroyed  by  General  Qaincs.  The  President 
again  expresses  the  hope  that  this  correction  will 
induce  the  Indians  to  abstain  from  fnitber  da- 
predatiooB,  and  sue  for  peace.  He  refera  the  Om- 
erai  lo  ibe  leiiersofSOih  October  and  3d  Deeen- 
ber,  as  manifesting  his  viewa,  and  directs  (Jut 
be  should  conform  to  them.  At  the  same  time 
he  says,  "should  the  ludians  aaaemble  in  fotee 
'  on  (lie  Spanish  side  of  the  line,  and  persevere 
*  in  committing  hostilities  within  tbe  limita  of 
'^Iha  United  Stales,  you  will,  in  that  event,  «t- 
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'  tniu  a  sonnd  dUcretion  u  to  the  pigprialf  of 
'  croniag  the  line,  for  ibe  purpose  of  allsckiag 
'  ihem  Kod  breaking  up  their  lowoi."  This  or- 
der, if  caiefuily  aiieoded  to,  wiUeTince  iheBima 
desire  in  oni  Execntive,  not  to  tread  on  Spanish 
ground,  but  under  ci re uuutaocea  justified  by  law. 
It  is  aoi  to  be  done  beicause  the  Indiana  awemble 
in  force  on  lb«  Spanish  side,  ualeM,  in  addition 
to  thia,  they  persevere  in  committing  hosiililies 
wiihin  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates.  That 
is,  if  ibe  Spanish  side  of  ihe  line  is  used  as  a 
position  from  which  they  make  tbeir  attacks,  and 
a  tefuge  in  which  they  shelter  themselves  from 
OUT  attacks,  from  pursuit  and  defeat,  then  you, 
exerciaiog  a  sound  discretion,  majr  pass  ihe  line. 
UDder  such  circumstances,  i^  in  lact,  becomes  a 
necessary  measure  of  preserraiion,  and  may,  in- 
deed, be  considered  rather  as  a  defensiTe  than  an 
offensire  a|>eralion.  80  far  it  is  clear,  to  my 
understanding,  that  all  the  orders  issued  from  the 
Wu  Department  are  siiictty  warranted  by  na- 
tional law,  and  exhibit  a  proper  and  scrupulous 
regard  for  ibe  rights  of  Spain.  I  find,  however, 
in  a  letter  to  General  Gaines,  of  the  16(h  Decem- 
*  ber,  that  which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  thus 
justified  ;  and  1  am  at  loss  10  discover  why  the 
department  abandoned  the  sure  ground  on  which 
it  stood,  for  that  which  seems  10  me  to  be  ab^O' 
lA  lately  in  defensible.  In  ibis  leiier  the  General  is 
iiutrticled,  ''should  the  Seminole  Indians  siill 
'  refuse  10  make  reparation  for  their  outrages  and 
'  depredations  on  the  citizensof  the  United  States, 
'  it  la  the  wish  of  the  President  that  you ■^— 


'  it  be  found  neeessary.nnless  they  should  shelter 
'  tbemselvei  under  a  Spanish  fori.  In  ihe  last 
'  event  rou  will  immediately  notify  this  depari- 
'  meat.  I  have  already  shown,  and  it  is  un- 
questionable, that  the  necessiif  which  jusiiGes 
tbe  violent  iDvasion  of  a  neutral  country,  must 
be  to  prevent,  to  avoid,  to  be  relieved  fiom,  an 
injury  or  danger  of  high  moment,  and  doe  to  re- 
venge a  wrong,  however  atrocious,  or  obtain 
'  "I  for  depredations,  however  di 


This  distinction,  so  obvious  and  so  just,  iuu  been 
carefully  marked  by  ihe  President  tn  all  his  pre- 
vious orders.  Why  it  was  disregarded  in  this 
leltef,  Icannot  say.  On  or  about  the  lllh  of 
Marcit,  1818,  Qeaeial  Jackson  crossed  ihe  river, 
passed  down  on  the  east  aide,  and  arrived  oo  the 
16th  at  Fort  Gadsden,  whioh  is  within  the  Span- 
ish line  of  Florida.  Let  us  then  shortly  sum  up 
the  cireumstances  by  which  he  must  defend  this 
measure,  and  eompaie  ibem  with  the  reasons 
Spain  maf  justly  urge  against  it;  and,  by  a  fair 
comparison  between  them,  we  shall  be  able  to 
decide  whether,  by  the  law  of  nations,  we  stand 
justified  or  condemned  for  this  intruMOn  upon, 
neutral  territory.  We  defend  on  these  uncon- 
tradicted facts :  ttiat  our  enemy,  in  very  consider- 
Able  force,  bad  assembled, on  or  near  the  line 
lepaiatipg  the  two  countries,  part  of  which  line 
was  a  navigable  river,  the  free  passage  of  which 
Was  ei«ential  to  our  safety,as,  without  it,  neither 
uipplie*,  or  proTisiont,  ot  miuilions  of  war,  nor 


reinforcements  of  men,  eonld  be  transported  to 


garrisons  n^ithin  our  own  territory,  beset  bj 
>u<^  Tndjaas,  and  in  danger  of  falling  into  their 
hands,  if  deprived  of  this  assistance.    We  defend 


Ihe  obvious  facility  with  which  the  enemy 
might  make  bis  destructive  incursions  into  our 
country,  and  ihe  impossibility  of  restrainjng  him, 
if  he  is  10  fiad  a  shelter  from  pursuit  and  poniab- 
ment  the  moment  be  repasses  the  line.  We  de- 
fend, in  the  third  place,  on  the  interminable  na- 
ture of  a  wet  thus  carried  on  with  auchao  enemv; 
the  enormous  expense  to  the  United  Slates  in 
ibis  prolrac  led  h<»tiliiy  ;  the  daily  loss  of  valu- 
able lives  by  disease  and  the  sword ;  and  the  in> 
finite  loss  aod  inconvenience  of  keeping  our  mi- 
litia in  [he  field,  from  their  homes  and  business, 
when  the  means  of  terminaiing  the  conflict  were 
so  directly  in  their  view,  and  so  entirely  in  ibeir 
power.  Such  is  the  necessity  under  which  we 
claim  the  right  10  enter  the  Spanish  territory, 
wiibOut  thereby  cbaoeing  our  paciSc  relations 
with  that  Power.  Whal  can  Sp»in  oppose  to 
this  10  warrant  her  in  refusing  this  passage  to 
our  (toop»,  or  in  complaining  of  it  as  an  hostile 
invasion  of  her  rigblsT  Positively  nothing.  No 
injury,  no  inconvenience  did  result,  or  could  have 
resulted,  to  her  from  the  act.  Iiook  at  the  sitn- 
ation  of  the  country  we  entered;  it  was  not  a 
papulous  city,  whose  peace  might  be  endangered 
and  disturbed  by  the  presence  of  on  army;  it 
was  not  through  flourishing  villages  and  cultiva-  . 
ted  farms  we  passed,  where  the  properly  of  the 
inhabitants  might  be  pillaged  or  destroyed  by  the 
disorders  of  a  Urge  military  force;  bat  a  mere 
waste  and  wilderness,  on  which  the  foot  of  civil- 
ized man  had  scarcely  Irod^  in  which  the  interest 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy  ts  but  nominal,  and  of 
the  existence  of  which  the  greater  part  of  ihe 
Spanish  people  are  uiierly  ignorant.  Above  all, 
aod  which  perhaps  is  the  first  consideration  in 
these  cases,  the  permission  of  ibis  passage,  nor 
the  taking  of  it,  would  not  expose  Spain  lo  any 
danger  from  our  enemy,  or  expose  her  to  the 
danger  of  being  brought  into  the  war  on  account 
of  it.  I  leave  the  crossing  of  the  Spanish  line  on 
this  juBiification,  being  well  satisfied  it  is  entirely 
consistent  with  the  most  rigid  ohservaoce  of 
neutral  rights,  as  recognised  and  guarded  by  the 
laws  of  nations.  I  agree  that  permiasioa  should 
have  been  asked,  if  circumstances  mould  have 
allowed ;  but  the  same  necessity  which  j  ustifies 
the  measure,  in  ibis  instance  justifies  Ihe  adoption 
of  it  without  such  request. 

The  occupation  of  Si.  Marks  by  the  American 
troops  followed  lh«  entrance  into  Florida,  and  is 
the  next  proceeding  10  be  considered.  It  is  ad- 
mitied  by  our  Government  that  stronger  reasons 
must  be  found  foj:  taking  possession  of  this  for- 
tress Ihan  for  the  mere  entrance  upon  Spanish 
territory ;  that  is,  the  necessity  must  be  more 
urgent  and  powerful;  still,  however,  it  is  but  a 
stronger  case  under  the  same  principle.  The 
seizure  of  a  post  or  fortreas  belonging  to  a  neutral 
Power  is  so  nigh  and  hazardous  an  interference 
with  the  rights  of  property  OS  welt  OS  aovereignty, 
that  it  calls  for  a  corresponding  justification. 
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Thia  )>  fouaf  in  what  Tiltel  calls  extreiM  ne- 
eeuity  ;  il  mnstbeiRdiapeDsable  for  preaeTration 
from  immediBte  dmnKtioo ;  ibis  again  it  bni  the 
diciaie  of  ihe  common  sense  of  maokiad.  The 
right  of  an  indiridaal  in  hit  house,  is  an  perfvct 
and  iDTiolable  as  that  of  a  nation  In  its  forti ;  8 
man'ihouaeiseinDhatically  called  his  cuile,  and 
as  such  protected  of  the  Itv.  Bnl  assaredljr  it 
wonld  be  no  illegal  Tiolstion  of  this  sancttiBrr, 
if,  pursued  br  an  aisanio,  I  should  take  refuge  in 
mjrDel^boiSdwelliDg;  and  forcibly  ioo,ir,UDder 
nieh.  ciTCDmstances  be  wonld  refnse  or  prevent 
me.  The  necessity  here  required  mast  be  imme- 
diate and  extreme.  It  is  not  enough  that  the 
position  taken  will  be  a  convenient  means  of  ao- 
noyance  to  the  enemy ;  a  prevention  of  foiare 
danaer;  or  an  eflective  instiament  for  offensive 
or  defensive  operations  in  the  war.  No  prospec- 
tive idraotage  or  danger  will  satisfy  the  law. 
Self  preservation  ;  a  detiverance  from  immediate, 
direct,  and  extreme  peril,  must  be  the  end  to  be 
obtained  by  means  so  extreme.  This  is  the  prin- 
ciple: how  does  it  apply  to  the  occnpation  of 
8t.  Marks  1  Before  1  examine  the  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  this  transaction,  I  beg  leave  to  dispose  of 
tt  jntiifieation  set  op  for  aenersl  Jackson,  which 
I  hold  to  be  altogether  nnienable.  It  is  said  that 
Spain  had  by  her  treaty  stipnlaied  to  restrain  the 
Indiitis  within  her  lerrilory  from  hostile  ineut- 
sioDs  into  the  United  States)  and  that,  not  bar- 
ing done  this,  whether  from  inability  or  design, 
the  right  devolves  upon  us  to  enter  the  Spanish 
territory  and  do  that  for  ourselves  which  she  was 
bound,  but  hes  failed  to  do  for  us;  and  to  take 
ber  fans  in  execulion  of  this  design.  To  this,  I 
answerbriefly,  that,  whatever  cause  ofcompiHtiit 
this  omission  may  have  eiren  to  the  United 
Slates  against  Spain;  and  whatever  cause  of 
war  it  mishT  have  afforded,  if  the  complaiot  was 
not  attenoed  to  and  a  satisfactory  explanation 
given,  yet  it  can  give  no  authority  to  a  military 
commander  to  commit  an  act  of  hostility,  and 
involve  his  conniry  in  a  war  without  its  concur- 
rence. It  is  for  a  hi^er  and  a  safer  power  in 
our  Oovernmenl  lo  judge  when  treaties  have 
been  broken,  and  what  measures  of  redress  should 
be  resorted  to  against  the  delinquent.  To  invade 
the  country  of  another,  because  a  treary  has  not 
been  obcerved,  is  to  punish  for  the  delinijnency ; 
and,  among  nations,  punishment  can  be  inflicted 
only  by  war.  Such  an  attempt  cannot  be  made 
consistent  with  nentral  relBtioni;  and  we  must 
always  keep  in  mind,  that,  whatever  the  General 
has  done,  which  is  not  consistent  with  these  re- 
lations, which  he  had  no  right  to  change,  he  has 
done  without  amhority.  I  may  however  use  this 
ftiiture  on  their  part  In  support  of  the  plea  of  ne- 
cessity. It  may  be  considered,  in  a  degree,  as 
both  the  cause  and  the  evidence  of  the  necessity. 
ItiBthecause,inasmucha5  if  Spain  had  performed 
her  treaty  stipulation  and  restrained  her  Indians, 
we  should  hare  no  desire  or  necessity  of  enter- 
ing her  territory  to  prevent  their  hostile  attacks 
Upon  us.  Il  is  the  evidence,  inasmuch  as  if  the 
Indian  force  was  really  so  formidable  as  to  over- 
jiowcr  the  force  of  Spain,  so  that  she  was  unable 


to  restrain  it  on  performance  of  ber  siipolaiioi, 
it  is  not  for  ber  to  say  that  the  danger  to  os  from 
this  force  was  so  inconsiderable  and  trifling  as 
not  to  justify  atly  sironf;  measures  on  out  part  to  ' 
gaard  agaiusl  it.  I  come  now  to  torn  your  at- 
teniiou  to  the  facts  and  all^^atious  relied  upott 
for  the  captore  of  Si.  Marks.  In  General  Jat*- 
son's  letter  of  the  9th  April,  1818,  he  tells  os  be 
left  Port  Gadsden  on  the  26lh  March ;  that  on 
the  1st  April  he  was  joined  by  Mctntosh;  aad 
on  the  same  day  discovered  a  small  party  of  In- 
disns,  which  ne  dispersed;  he  continued  the 
pursuit  of  ihem  through  the  Mtckasukervlllage, 
where  he  burot  three liundred  houeet.  He  then 
says,  "  as  I  had  reason  to  believe  a  portion  of  the 
hostile  Indians  had  fled  to  8t  Harks,  I  directed 
my  march  to  that  fortress."'  He  afterwards  found 
the  Indians  and  negroes  had  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  that  fort;  and  thai  the  Spanish  garrisoa 
was  too  weak  to  defead  it ;  and  adds,  that  there 
were  circumsiancea  reported, prodoeing  a  strong 
conviction  on  bis  mind,  that,  if  not  Instigated  t^ 
the  Spanish  authority,  the  Indians  had  received 
the  means  of  carryinff  on  the  war  from  that 

Jnarter;  and  that  St.  Marks  was  necessary  as  a 
epot  to  insure  success  to  his  operations.  The* 
considerations  determined  Oeoerat  Jackson  to 
occupy  the  fort.  We  here  see  several  reasoiia 
nrged  in  jn'^tiScitioD  of  this  measure,  some  of  ' 
which  are  good  and  some  bad.  While,  tberefoit, 
I  admit  the  justiScation,  I  desire  to  stale  the 
ground  on  which  I  test  it,  lest  I  mj^ht  be  supposed 
to  adopt  alt  the  reasons  given  for  R.  In  this  cai* 
the  principle  on  which  we  approve  or  disappron 
is  everything ;  as  it  is  the  prmciple,  assumed  and 
sanctioned  Sj  the  Honse,  which  will  govern  fa- 
in re  cases. 

Three  grounds  are  taken  by  the  Genaral ;  IsL 
that  the  BpaDiGb  ■uihoriiies  in  this  quarter  bid 
instigated  and  supplied  the  enemj.  If  this  fket 
were  made  ont  even  strongerthanilis  b^  the  evi- 
dence, I  should  not  hold  it  to  be  a  justification 
for  ihe  measure  taken  by  the  army,  and,  fot  the 
reasDn  so  often  mentioned,  that  a  capture  on  ac- 
count would  be  a  hostile  capture ;  an  act  of  war 
against  Spain;  would  be  inconsistent  wiib  oar 
neniial  relations  with  that  Power.  It  was,  donbt- 
leis,  a  just  canse  of  the  most  serious  and  de- 
termined complaint  bf  our  Government  against 
Spain ;  it  would  be  a  just  cause  of  war  if  Spain 
refused  all  reasonable  satisfaction  for  the  onliage : 
but  both  the  cause  and  the  expediency  of  sncn  a 
war  was  to  be  decided,  not  by  a  military  com- 
mander of  our  army,  bnt  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  people,  with  wbom  alone  this  fa^  and 
vitalpower  is  intrusted.  StHI  less,  if  possible^  is 
the  Qeneta I  justified  by  the  second  consideraliDn 
suggested  by  him  In  bts defence;  that  St.  Hirb 
was  a  necearary  depot  to  insure  saccest  in  hit 
operations  against  our  enemy.  I  will  not  abcise 
the  patience  of  the  Committee  by  showing  ibem 
tbat  by  no  kaowu  law  of  nations,  by  bo  priocipk 
of  common  justice  or  common  sense,  can  I  lake 
forcible  posseastoB  of  the  property  of  another ; 
can  I  violate  bis  most  sacred  and  esaeniiil  rights, 
merely  for  mf  eoBtenience,  or  »  insore  sucMk 
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t  (o  Whieb  h«  ia  not  ■  paity,  and  ia 
whM)  be  bH  no  eoBG«ra.  Such  a  dociriw*  it 
MOOKtavB,  aad  ■•brenire  of  tb*  vcrr  rooDdft- 
tioDB  of  pnMio  and  priraM  rtgbts.  What,  ihen, 
Kinaifli  for  hit  jMliiuUon  J  It  ii  thi»— tbat  a 
nirr«»der  of  this  fbrttsHbtd  been  deMand«d  bj 
oar  eaera;  ;  Ibit  lb*  nsntral  Power  was  ctinAit 
cdlf  Ma  weak  to  rariit  ibe  demand  or  prewDl 
ifee  rsnation of  (b«  mraaoe  wHb  wbiah  it  waa 
KcoTDpanied,  of  laking  fordible  poisetiioa  M'  ra- 
Uned.  Fof  the  proof  of  tbi«  fact,  I  look  oot  lo 
dubtotts  eiratmiBiancM,  or  witaeMes  of  daublful 
ei«4i*.  We  have  it  ia  tb*  uneqairoeiil  d^elara- 
tfMB  «f  the  Governor  of  Peacaeola  nad  tke  eom- 
maadtHtofSt. Marks.  WehaTeiheMJeclaniiDni 

Crored,  not  oalr  bj  aaexcepiiDDabl*  witnetan, 
ttl  under  the  band  of  ibe  eommandant  in  bit  let- 
ter of  the  7(b  of  A;pril.  When  ibeae  offieera  of 
the  Spaniab  anihoni;  w«re  ebarged  wllb  glfln; 
aid  and  ooud  t  roan  ce  and  protKiioa  to  onranemy, 
in  Tiohtioa  botb  of  ibe  geaerel  and  ibe  treaty 
dvtiae  of  Spain,  they  defand  or  excuie  ttienteetTes 
kr  diaplayiog  tbe  IMee  and  ferocity  of  [be  In- 
4hhm  ;  by  tbeir  menace*  to  lahe  powewkiD  of  ibe 
{tat,  and  the  iaabiliiy  to  prereni  it.  If  (beee  ai- 
sentone  are  to  make  the  apokwy,  (bey  most  be 
takes  to  be  trne,  and,  if  true,  tbef  may  be  n*ed 
by  both  ptrlJes,  they  nty  eeTve  to  Justify  neh 
|»toeeediDf  x  on  our  part;  as  are  fiiirly  jaslmed  by 
ihem.    Tbis,  then,  Mrnf  the  caee,  what  ie  the 

riaeiple  of  tiationat  taw  ihai  shaaM  {pinra  ii  1 
bold  it  to  be  entirely  clear,  that,  wbeo  a  fori^  or 
«ny  other  meaas  of  wnrlbre,  will.  wHb  reasoasMe 
eeitaiMy,  All  into  tbe  haodi  ot'^one  of  the  bel- 
Kgetenta,  and  be  by  bin  need  ag;iiati  tbe  other, 
the  pw'tr  iboe  endaneered  any  prevent  the  evil, 
*a  the  rights  of  sdf^efenee,  by  taking  even  far- 
efUy,  the  iastiumeot  Iron  the  netHrari  and  that 
ibJeiSjlB  poiatof  law,  no  hottileattack  npenifae 
neutral,  nar  right  lo  be  considered  \>r  hira  h  an 
act  of  war,  or  a  breach  of  his  aemntf  telatioo.  If 
arms,  atu'Ilery,  mnnttions  of  war,  belongiag  to  a 
seoim,  were  abont  to  be  taken  by  our  enemy, 
can  anybody  doubt  we  might  prevent  this  evil 
(ir  the  neotral  could  Dot>  by  seizing  them  oui^ 
■elrea;  making  aflerwatdi  proper  aatiifeetion  to 
tbe  neamtl.   1  new,  dr,  that  I  here  ooma  directly 


MB  a  tnnsaetioa  wbicb  made  mueb  dainor  in 
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oeetirred— I  ifteao  tbe  seiznreof  the  Da'nlshDeet. 
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tM  state  of  tin  fhei  to  be  as  I  bav*  represented, 
eannoidanbt  ^thejniideationof  theaet.  Iiis 
the  eonnon  seBse  of  mankind.  Let  me  put  a 
ftmiliar  case.  Two  men  are  engaged  in  one  of 
draae  arennea  in  mutual  strife ;  it  is  tbe  contest 
of  death.  One  of  ihem  perceives  a  fifanger  piss- 
inr  by  who  has  no  coneerD  whatever  in  the  qtiar- 
rel ;  who  is  a  neatral.  Bm,  this  stranger  has  in 
his  hand  a  drawn  sword,  which  the  eombntnai 
eerlainly  knows  will  be  taken  and  used  against 
bin  by  hia  anlagoniiC.  unless  he  prerenn  it  by 
•eieing  the  eword  himself.  He  knows  tbe  neatral 
eanoet  prevent  it,  if  he  will.  Will  any  man  aay, 
dut,  in  this  sitnation,  he  would  not  be  justlSed 
lit  diaregardfi^,  fin  a  motnent,  and  in  a  point 


eompaMtinir  iBtigaiOeaM,  tha  rigbts  of  Um 
snanger  aad  taking  from  bim  the  waapm  whiefa 
be  eaanot  main  atid  wbieb  ia  the  hands  of  bis 
■dvenary  might  be  fatal  lo  bim9  1  agree,  air, 
tbat  the  betligeraiu  mi og  this  violeDea  takes  a 
high  respoaiibilit)[  npoa  bimtelf.  and  is  bonnd  to 
naknoni  bis  josiifieatioB  in  the  mraBerlhave 
stated,  with  gnat  eertaiaty  and  by  naeqirivoeal 
evidence.  Oa  what  prioeiple  bat  tbis  can  our 
QovetnaMnt  jnaiifr  itself  for  taking  and  still 
balding  Amelia  Mand?  It  had  Alien  into  the 
potsntion,  not,  indeed,  of  a  regular  force,  and 
eivilieed  enemy,  bnt  of  a  gang  of  brigands,  piratea, 
and  fogitives  from  justice.  Prom  its  loeal  sitit- 
Mitm  our  oouatry  was  BZMediagly  eipiaad  to 
the  lawless  dapretetions  of  these  rmben.  E^n, 
the  rigbiAil  owaar  of  the  soil,  was  unaU*  to  break 
np  tbe  Best  aitd  eipd  ibe  mnnlereft  from  it,  or 
preveat  tbe  iojaries  wkleb  they  wcra  able  to  in- 
iiet  npUB  ns  by  tbe  dso  <tf  the  Spanish  lerriloty. 
Aworedly,  than,  tha  most  obvious  principlca  of 
sclf.defeiico  aotkoiized  oa  to  deprive  the  enemy 
of  thil  means  of  aonayiag  ns ;  lo  take  from  tbem, 
not  from  Spain,  a  poeilion  of  which  she  has  baan 
aoJBstly  deprived,  and  which  was  so  dangermis 
to  us.  It  was  no  violatloa  of  the  neutral  rigliia 
of  Spain ;  there  was  nothing  ia  It  erf  which  ahn 
eoula  reasonably  complain.  Tbe  ocoopalion  of 
iSt.Mnrka  by  QeaeialJaeksonBtaadaoathesame 

Sriaaiplea;  theadmiifioaaaddeclarMiansof the 
panlsti  authovkiea  cemmMding  id  the  fort. 
Oaepart  of  ibiB  tnnaactiwileouasaiisDOtsnC- 
oienily  explained.  It  appears  t&at  the  commas- 
daot  aaA  gariisoa  were  trBaspotPed  to  Peaaaoela; 
bat  it  dees  not  clearly  appear  wfcetbet  tble  was 
done  fay  iha  ordera  of  ttw  Qeaetal,  er  in  compti- 
aneewiib  their  own  wishes.  It  need* not  a  word 
to  satisfy  the  Committee,  ikat,  whan  a  beHiga- 
■enl  do«s  find  hioiaalf  nader  a  necessity  to  appm- 
priaie  to  bimself  the  rtgbia  and  proporty  of  ano- 
iber,  be  mast  do  it  with  all  poasible  respect  to 
thoaa  rigbta,aad  with  as  little  inooavraienceud 
injary  as  praeiicaUe  to  the  noottal.  Ha  may 
not,  ihtrefMie,  ia  a  caso  Ufco  tha  present,  expel 
the  nentia)  fh>m  bis  poisawioB  ;  be  s^oald  bold 
aat  a  joint  oDcnpation  of  thapMoe-and  hoU  it 
as  iaoSsaaiveiy  m  the  natne  of  bii  ' 
will  allow.  Upon  ibis  poiot,  I  do  not 
oient  light  in  the  testimony  to  jiNtiftr  oi 

tbo  Qaneial.    Ishall  tronble  the  Cam_ __ 

knger  with  tbe  sotxnre  of  St.  Harks,  having  ex- 
plained the  grannda  en  wbieb  ^ooe  it  mieus  to 
tne  it  ean  ie  defended  eoasinenlly  witb  our 
■eatral  relatiau  witb  Spain. 

1  ftapOM  next  to  eaoader  the  oase  of  Pensa- 
Mila.  Tbe  eajunn  of  this  plaee,  witb  the  fort  of 
Bonacas,  must  be  tried  and.  tasted  by  tha  pnnoi- 
ptta  I  have  already  submitted  to  tbe  CoaHBiiiac. 
It  mutt  ba  defended  either  by  showing  it  was  im- 
eessaryto  prateivs  onr  amy  from  soma  imtna- 
diate,  unju^  and  extreme  peril,  or  that  there 
was  snob  reasonable  eertaiaty  as  existed  in  tbe 
ease  oi  St.  Idarks,  that,  if  not  Bocopied  by  our 
troops,  i  t  would  fall  into  the  haikds  t»  oar  enemy, 
and  by  them  ba  niad  aa  a  means  of  annoyanee 
against  us.    Tbis  briaga  ua  to  a  vwstion  of  bat 
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to  be  decided  br  the  erideiMe.  Ob  the  7ih  o( 
April  Qtaeral  JackMni  took  pouMuon  of  St. 
Bbiks.  Od  the  90lii  of  April  he  irritce  liuil  the 
desinietioD  of  Bowlegslowo,  with  the  poveenian 
of  Si.  Marlu,  will  end  the  Indian  war  for  the 
prcKDl ;  tad,  sbonid  it  be  renewed,  the  position 
taken  will  enable  a  amall  pattjr  to  put  it  down. 
He  states  he  is  iafonned  a  few  Red  Sticks  al 


there,  and  then  return  liotne  for  fai»  health.  On 
the  26ib  of  April,  he  writci  that  be  will  proceed 
directly  to  Nasbville.  "My  preaence  in  ttus 
eouDtry  can  be  no  longer  neceasary."  He  ei- 
prsHly  declares,  that  the  Indiana  are  scattered; 
cut  off;  and  that  "  they  do  longer  hare  the  power, 
if  they  had  the  will,  of  again  annoying  our  fron- 
tier." In  another  lelter,  written  on  the  Stb  of 
May,  be  says,  the  resistance  of  the  enemy  bad 
been  feeble;  that  it  had  been  a  war  of  more- 
meals  and  partial  rencoDtrea ;  that  the  Red  Slicks 
had  been  teterely  conrinced  j  and  the  Seminoles 
were  loo  weak  in  numbers  lo  beliere  they  could 
mairttain  a  war  against  the  United  States.  In 
this  same  letter  of  the  6lb  of  May,  he  gives  the 
first  intimation  of  an  iDtealiou  to  occupy  Pensa- 
eola.  It  baa  been  stated,  he  says,  the  Indians 
have  free  access  into  Pensacola ;  are  kept  advised 
of  out  movemsnls;  supplied  with  munitions  of 
war,  and  are  eoUecticg  in  that  ciiy  to  the  amount 
of  four  or  fire  hundred;  that  inteads  from  thence 
are  made  into  Alabama,  and  eighteen  settlers  had 
been  killed.  If  this  is  correct,  says  the  Oeneral, 
Pensacola  mvst  be  occupied  by  the  Anerican 
trvopi ;  the  Oorernor  treated  according  to  his 
desert^  or  •■  policy  may  dictate.  The  GenerBl 
then  gives  liia  "  confirmed  opioion"  that,  as  long 
as  Spain  has  not  the  power  or  the  will  to  enforce 
the  treaties  by  whieb  ehe  is  twivd  to  restrain  the 
Indians,  onr  frontier  can  bare  no  seenriiy  with- 
out occupyiuK  a  cordon  of  posts  along  the  sea- 
shore. Such  are  ibe  facu  and  reasons  by  which 
the  General  defendi  tbe  riolenl  and  hostile  teizure 
of  Pensacola  and  Baraocas,  and  bis  subsequent 
proceeding*  respecting  them.  In  (h«se  facts  and 
reasons  we  must  find  utat  necessity  which  alone, 
by  tbe  law  of  nations,  can  justify  measures  so 
ealraordinary.  It  would  Im  a  waete  of  time  to 
make  a  particular  analysis  of  the  evidence  lo 
show  how  utterly  inBUffieient  it  is  to  the  purpose. 
The  war  at  an  end;  the  enemy  dispersed,  ex- 
terminated, and  broken  down;  having  no  longer 
the  power,  if  he  should  have  Ibe  will^  to  aoaoy 
us;  tbe  commanding  General  returntog  home, 
because  his  presence  can  no  longer  be  necenary ; 
the  position  taken  being  fully  adequate  to  {rat 
down  the  war,  shonld  tbe  foe  have  the  temerity 
to  renew  it ;  and  yet,  with  all  this  mass  of  facts 
testified  by  the  Qeiwral  himself,  and  this  confi- 
dence of  opinion  expressed  by  himself,  we  ate  to 
be  told  of  necessities )  of  dangers ;  of  inroads  and 
murders,  which  shall  justify  us  in  one  of  the  most 
highhanded  measures  that  one  nation  can  take 
against  auoihet.  No,  sir,  these  were  not  the  mo- 
Iivm;  it  was  not  because  a  few  laiserable,  de- 
fciled,  starviDg  Red  Sticks  wen  fed  by  the  Gov- 


ernor of  Poisaeola ;  it  eeuld  not  be  becaoie  the 
enenywas  kepi  H  vised  from  ihemof  the  mere- 
-meolsof  our  army,  after  tbe  war  was  over  andall 
movement  but  towards  their  homes  had  ceased^ 
it  was  not  because  the  lodians  had,  as  ibcy  al- 
ways had,  a  fiee  access  into  Pensacola,  that  our 
General  chose  to  wrest  by  military  fores  this 
place  from  the  hands  of  its  owner,  in  riolaiioat^ 
tbe  laws  of  civilized  nations;  and,  being  an  tet 
of  war,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  hii 
country.  It  is  not  because  Spain  is  not  in  a  bob- 
dition  to  insist  upon  her  rights,  or  reseitt  the  vio- 
lation of  them,  that  tbe  act  is  the  more  jusiiGed. 
Tbe  General  did  tbat  which,  in  other  eiinuni- 
slances,  would  hare,  rightfully  on  the  part  of  the 
oflended  naltao,  involved  us  in  a  war  j  and  it  will 
hardly  be  laid  such  a  power,  under  our  Consti- 
tution, is  vested  in  any  military  commander.  Bi^ 
sir,  the  true  motive  of  this  bold  step  is  exposed. 
The  Qeneial  has  a  confirmed  opinion  thai,  unleai 
Spain  performs  her  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
a  cordon  of  posts  along  the  seashore  will  be  ne- 
cessary; and  he  accordinsly  proceeds,  wiihoil 
further  consultation  with  bis  own  Government 
to  occupy  these  posts.  Here,  then,  we  have  a 
military  officer  undertaking  to  judge  whether  a 
treaty  with  a  foreign  Power  has  been  broken,  and 
without  inquiring  what  reason  or  excuse  that 
Power  may  hare  in  explanation ;  without  in- 
quiring whether  his  own  Government  has  ben 
reas«iably  satisfied  on  (be  subject;  without  u- 
amintog  what  course  the  policy  nod  interests  if 
his  own  country  may  dictate  in  such  a  c>ae,ke 
proceeds  to  apply,  of  his  own  will  and  authority, 
the  remedy  he  dcenas  most  proper ;  that  is,  to 
wage  immediate  war  on  the  other  party;  hetaket 
into  his  bands  the  highest  power  the  people  can 
exercise  themselves  or  grant  to  others — the  powei 
of  putting  the  nation  in  jeopardy ;  of  expending 
its  blood  and  treasure,  and  involving  it  in  the 
countless  calamities  of  war.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  have  tatrusted  this  power  only  to 
their  immediate  reprecenlacives,  and  General 
Jackson  has  walked  over  our  heads  and  the  beads 
of  the  people  in  assuming  ii  to  himself.    This 

I  otight  not  to  pass  by  another  eircuuutanoe 
tbat  has  been  vehemently  urged  in  defence  of  the 
General.  I  mean  tbe  letter,  or  protest,  of  the 
Qoreroor  of  Pensacola,  on  the  approach  of  the 
General  to  tbat  place.  It  has  been  called  inso- 
lent, and  menaeing,  and  hostile;  fully  justifying 
any  violence  that  might  be  resorted  to,  to  resent 
it.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  the  General  says  he 
hesitated  no  longer;  as  if  he  would  really  have 
us  understand  he  bad  not  ceased  to  hesitate  long 
before,  and  firmly  detcrmioed  on  his  course.  This 
protest,  which  tbe  General  introduces  as  deter- 
mining hiia  to  take  Pensacola,  is  .dated  on  the 
S3d  oiMay ;  and  we  must  not  forget  that,  on  the 
Stb  of  May,  the  General  had  explicitly  declared, 
that  "Pensacola  must  be  occupied  by  an  Ameri- 
can force,  and  the  Governor  treated  according  to 
bis  desetui,  or  as  policy  may  dictate,"  and  that 
be  had  actually  marched  for  Pensacola  to  execute 
this  purpose.    But,  what  is  this  offeitsirej  men- 
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ftciDg,  hostile  proieit,  which  exciied  so  niDch  in- 
dignation^  ■ad  prodnced  a  resolDiiOD  of  aueh  ez- 
treme  delicacy,  bolh  in  relation  to  the  Spaaith 
anibotitr  and  oar  owot  Oeneral  Jackion  had, 
with  his  troops,  passed  the  froniier  of  Florida, 
tbeo  ander  the  goTerninenl  of  this  Oorernor  of 
PeDsacola,  who  had  beea  placed  there  by  his 
Sovereign  to  guard  and  protect  it;  a  trust  for 
whicfa  he  was  respoosible  lo  bis  master.  The 
QovcTDor  protests  against  the  procedure,  as  an 
ofiteee  towards  his  Sovereign.  He  exhorts  and 
requires  the  Qeneral  to  reiarn,  and  says,  if  he 
does  not,  and  continues  his  agressions,  lie  will 
repel  force  by  force.  The  cooliananceoragsres- 
■tODs  alluded  to,  was  doubtless  the  seizure  of  the 
posts  under  the  commaad  of  tbe  Qoveroor,  which 
the  General  bad  resolved  to  take,  and  did  Uke  on 
the  next  day.  What  is  there  in  this  protest  but 
thai  etiquette  which  every  soldier  is  boand  to 
(^ow  before  he  surrenders  a  military  post  in- 
irosted  to  him  1  It  is  a  formula  perfectly  undei^ 
stood  by  everybody.  It  is  the  mere  saving  tbe 
honor  of  a  soldier.  If  fifty  theasand  mi-n  worn 
to  sit  down  before  a  redoubt,  defended 
geam^  guard,  Ibe  same  thing  would  pi 
done.  If  a  schooner,  with  ten  guns,  were  to  meet 
an  enemy's  frigate^  the  comtuaader  would  feel 
bonnd  to  fire  his  gun  before  he  struck  his  flag. 
Did  General  Jackson  not  UDdersland  this  protest 
exactly  in  Ibis  way?  Did  he  really  believe  the 
Qovernor  of  Peosacola  was  about  to  attack  him, 
and  repel  force  by  force,  and  drive  him  out  of 
Florida?  Noiooe  word  of  it.  How  is  this  pre- 
tended apptehensioo  consistent  wiib  another  part 
of  hia  narrative?  He  takes  St.  Marks  because 
the  whole  Spanish  authority  io  Florida  caooot 
keep  it  from  a  few  naked  savages;  and  yet  he 
affects  to  take  Pensacola  from  a  dread  of  tbe 
Spanish  force,  of  being  driven  by  it  out  of 
Florida. 


for  the  other.  Indeed,  the  Oeneral  expressly  de- 
elarea  that  be  entered  Pensacola  with  only  the 
"  show  of  resistance j"  alludiog  certainly  to  this 
protest,  as  we  bear  of  no  other  show  of  resistance. 
The  vietorions  Qenerat  is  now  in  fnll  possession 
Af  Pensacola  and  tbe  Fort  of  Barabcas ;  and  puts 
it  beyond  the  power  of  cavil  or  doubt  to  qoestion 
the  motives  or  views  which  led  bim  to  the  act. 


iy  a  ser- 

ibably  be 


,   They  are  no  longer  equivocal ;  and  lo  call  it 
loDcer  anything  but  a  hostile  capture — a  decL___ 
andrlolent  act  of  war  against  tbe  Spanish  au- 

tbarity—or  pretend  that  it  can =-  -'-^  ~  — 

UbI  relations,  or  was  resorted 
self-defence  only,  would  be 


»itb  neu- 
means  of 
self-defence  only,  would  be  an  abuse  of  language, 
and  a  disregard  of  the  most  unequivocal  evidence. 
We  have  all  tbe  circnmsunce  and  parade  of  cou- 
qtieat]  terms  of  capitulation  areio  fall  form  pro- 
pooed,  modified,  and  acceded  to;  a  suspension  of 
Aostilitlea  allowed,  ontil  tbe  anicles  of  surrender 
eould  be  agreed  on ;  (be  Sptoisb  prisoners  march- 
ed out  and  transported  to  Havana ;  tbe  rights  of 
rdigioD  guarantied  to  the  iobabltanis;  and,  in 
shun,  a  mote  complete  and  formal  surrender  of 
an  enemy's  fort  never  bad  been,  and  never  can 


be,  made  in  an^  ease.  If  any  man  can  yet  be 
disposed  to  believe  that  Qeneral  Jackson  took 
possession  of  these  places  merely  on  the  princi- 

Eles  of  self-defence  and  temporary  secunty,  let 
im  account,  oo  these  principles,  for  the  regular 
organization  of  a  government;  for  suggesting  and 
setting  on  foot  plans  for  tbe  defence  of  tbe  conn* 
try;  additions  and  improvements  for  those  already 
existing;  aod  exercising  every  act  of  ownership 
and  right  that  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
could  in  our  ackoowledsed  territory.  Or  let  him 
look  at  the  Geoeral's  letter  to  tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  on  tbe  2d  June,  1818;  he  there  speaks 
of  the  terras  he  bas  given  the  garrison  as  "  more 
favorable  than  a  conqtiered  enemy  would  have 
merited."  He  says  that  "  the  articles,  with  but 
'  one  condition,  amount  to  a  complete  cession  to 
'  the  United  States,  of  tbe  portion  of  Florida  hitb- 
'  erto  under  the  government  of  Don  Jose  MazoL" 
Id  another  part  of  his  letter  be  recommends  the 
erection  of  certain  works,  as  necessary  "  to  give 
permanent  security  to  this  important  territorial 
acquisition  to  our  Repobltc."  We  bear  no  more 
of  B  mere  cordon  of  posts  along  the  seashore,  for 
the  purposes  of  defence  and  protection  against  the 
savages;  but  the  presumption  of  power,  and  tbe 
schemes  of  ambition  develope  themselves  at  large. 
Thequesiion,  then,  of  the  General's  justification  for 
the  capture  of  these  posts,  resolves  itself  into  Ibe 
question  of  his  right  lo  make  war  of  his  own 
jwwer  and  authority,  whicb  never  can  be  a  ques- 
tion here,  while  we  regard  our  Constitution  as 
tbe  lute  of  conduct  for  ourselves  nod  for  General 
Jackson.  It  I's  not  like  the  case  of  a  fort  actually 
firing  upon  an  army  in  lime  of  battle;  it  is  not 
like  the  case  of  a  neutral  ship  mingled  with  tbe 
fieet  of  our  enemy,  and  combatting  with  them 
against  us;  no  one  tvonid  require  thaL  in  this 
situation,  she  should  be  distinguished  from  tbe 
enemy.  The  conduct  and  situation  of  these  for- 
tresses have  no  analc^y  to  sucb  instances.  They 
are  more  like  the  esse  of  capturing  a  neutral 
armed  ship  a  month  or  two  after  an  engagement, 
on  information  that  she  had,  some  time  before, 
held  some  intercourse  with,  or  given  some  sort 
of  aid  to  tbe  enemy. 

Tbe  coses  of  Arbuibnot  and  Ambrister  only 
remain  for  consideration.  Although  these  men 
suffered  one  common  fate,  they  were  under  very 
different  circumstances,  and  must  be  considered 


associated  with  the  taemy  in  a  manner  to  pre- 
clude all  possibility  of  distinguishing  bim  from 
the  enemy,  either  during  the  battle,  such  as  it 
was,  or  in  his  claim  upon  humanity  after  he  be- 
came a  prisoner.  He  plead  guilty  to  the  second 
charge  preferred  against  him,  which  is,  "Lead- 
log  and  commanding  the  Lower  Creeks  in  car- 
rying on  var  agaiost  the  United  Slates."  If| 
therefore,  General  Jackson  might  bare  exercised 
the  severity  of  death  upon  an  Indian  io  tbe  like 
situation,  and  if  the  same  right  extends  to  every 
man  found  in  the  Indian  ranks,  it  is  clear  Am- 
hrister  had  forfeited  his  life,  and  bad  no  claim  but 
upon  the  hnmaoiiy  of  the  Oeneral.  As  to  Ar- 
bntbnot,  he  was  not  taken  with  the  Indiana,  and 
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._-n  commaDded  bv  a  Spanish  officer,  and 
a  Spanish  flag.  The  first  inquiry  tliat  prewats 
itittf  it.  nrheiher  ibia  flae  ought  lo  hate  been 
uy  piDtecliOD  to  him.    f  incliDe  to  tbjak  not. 


The  privitwe  of  the  Sag  is  tbe  pnTilege  of  Ibe 
nation  to  which  it  belongs ;  and,  if  it  be  violited 
in  anjr  way,  ibe  right  ot  complaiat  belongs 


that  natioQ.    It  docs  not  nesesEBtiljr  attach  any 


out  the  promise  of  protection.  If  Spain,  there* 
foie.  did  not,  and  has  not  considered  herself  of- 
fended,  by  ezecuiing  a  man  not  of  ber  country, 
taken  under  her  flag,  it  is  not  foi  a  party  sbe 
chooses  to  abandon,  and  who  had  no  olaim  upon 
her  10  dp  oibwwlac,  to  set  her  lislits  up  in  bii 
defence.  He  acquired  no  peraooal  rights — none 
bdonging  to  himself— by  retreating  lo  the  S^n- 
iah  fort ;  and  if  Spain  tefaseii,as  sbe  might  righi- 
fully  do,  to  afford  the  use  and  protection  of  hei 
rights,  he  cannot  eoinplBin.  17he  charges  against 
Aibutbnot  were,  generally,  stirring  up  and  ex- 
citing the  Indiaiu  to  war  against  the  United 
Slaiea.  Before  I  examine  the  proceedings  an  ' 
'     le  upon  these  charges,  I  would  premise,  as 


goveroiog  principle  nnder  which  I  shall  judge 

tueni,  that  General  Jackaor  "- '-■■ l-  ^..n 

benefit  of  his  own  condu: 


It  General  Jackson  has  «  right  to  the  full 


ny;  and  we  may  not  condemn  him  becBUse  wi 
■boald  havedr^wn  different  cooclueioDS.  If  hi 
would  be  justified  in  what  he  bai  done,  proTided 
the  evidence  prove  the  charges,  or,  io  otnei  words, 
provided  hit  infereDces  from  the  evidence  were 
sound  and  raiisoal,  then  is  hr,  at  least  judicially, 
justified,  although  we  should  not  think  so  of  the 
evidence.  We  do  not  sit  to  pass  on  ihe  corn 
ness  of  bis  reasoning,  but  on  the  extent  of 
rights.  A  judge  in  a  civil  court  cannot  be 
peaebed  for  an  erroneous  judgment  un  ttie  i 
denee  adduced  to  him,  but  he  may  if  he  has 
transcended  his  powers,  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
siitDiion  and  the  law,  granting  his  conclusions 
from  the  evidence  of  the  case  to  have  been  just. 
Much  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
hate,  about  the  nature  of  tbe  court  convened  for 
(be  trial  of  these  men.  It  has  been  called  a  court 
of  inquiry,  to  ascertain  facts,  and  denied  to  be  a 
court  martial.  I  pretend  to  no  knowledge  myself 
of  these  military  tribunals,  but  Ipresume  I  may 
safely  rely  on  the  knowledge  of  General  Jackson 
on  this  subject.  It  seenu  to  be  clear— beyond 
question— that  it  was  a  coart  martial,  and  was  so 
considered  by  tbe  General  who  ordered  it,  and 
the  officers  who  sat  upon  it.  It  is  called  a  court 
martial  again  and  again  ;  the  powers  it  possessed 
and  exercised,  and  toe  whole  course  of  proceed- 
ing, distinctly  show  it  to  be  such.  The  general 
order  by  wbtoh  it  is  convened,  declares  it  to  be 
for  the  purpose  ef  investigating  Ihe  charges  ex- 
hibited. "The  court  is  directed  to  record  the 
'  documents  and  testimony  in  the  several  cases, 
'  and  their  opinion  as  to  the  guilt  or  ionucence  of 
'  the  prisoner,  and  what  puoisbment,  if  any,shouId 
'  be  inflicted.^    Here  are  (he  full  powers  of  a 


court  to  try,  acquit,  or  condemn,  and  panith. 
What  is  a  court  martial  if  this  is  not  7  Howein 
it  be  called  a  mere  board  to  collect  and  report 
evidence  to  the  commanding  Qeneral,  that  tie 
might  d^aide  whether  these  white  men  had  iden- 
tified themselves  with  tbe  savage  enctky;  that 
the  General  might  thereupon  treat  them  as  MTa> 
ges?  No  auch  discretion  is  given  to  the  conili 
no  such  limiiatioo  put  to  (heir  powers.  Further, 
the  General  approves  of  the  sentence  of  tbe  eoun 
in  the  case  of  Arbuthoot,  and  of  the  finding  and 
first  sentence  in  the  case  of  Ambrisler,  and  di*^ 
proves  of  the  recunbideraiion  of  the  sentence  of 
the  court  in  ibis  case.  Now,  whoever  beard  of  a 
sentence,  and  a  senieace  of  death,  too,  by  a  coait 
of  inquiry,  not  authorized  lo  try  the  ptisoDer,bat 
merely  to  report  the  evidence  of  his  ca«e1  If 
such  was  the  understanding  of  the  General,  why 
did  he  ihuaformally  disapprove  of  an  invalid  au- 
tencel  Why  did  he  not  at  once  ay  to  tbe  court, 
genilemeo,  you  have  mistaken  yoar  p»wera  alto- 
gether i  I  did  not  appoint  yon  to  try  this  pMi,  w 
prescribe  his  sentence,  but  merely  to  colleat  tea- 
limooy  fur  my  couaideration  and  deciaioa?  It 
is  idle  10  treat  this  as  anything  but  a  court  tuur 
tial,  with  ell  the  powers  and  forms  of  proceeding 
of  such  a  court.  If  it  ware  not  so,  undu  .what 
sentence  did  Arbnthnot  suffer;  for,  to  Ibis  booi, 
no  sentence  but  that  of  this  court  has  BTer  beea 

tasaed  uponi  Before  1  leave  this  t^ourt  oiatuil 
must  Ik  permitted  lo  say,  that  its  whole  coum 
of  proceeding  was  the  most  solemn  mockery  e( 
all  the  principles  of  justice;  the  most  daring  o«- 
rage  upon  all  Ihe  guards  of  liberty  and  life,  that 
have  ever  come  to  my  knowledge.  Two  livet 
have  been  sacrificed,  on  evidence  that  wonld  nM 
have  been  listened  to  io  the  moat  petty  court  of 
our  country,  trying  the  rerieat  wretch  in  otii 
community,  on  the  most  petty  aecusatian;  and 
yet  we  are  told  the  rules  of  evidence  are  the  same 
in  courts  martial  as  in  other  courts.  God  de- 
liver us  from  the  learning  and  justice  of  miiitaiy 
judges  I 

Assuming,  for  the  argument,  ihal  tbe  charges 
agalnai  Atbuihnot  were  clearly  proved,  a*  those 
against  Ambtister  were  unequivocally  confessed, 
the  question  arises,  on  what  principle  »f  reeog* 
nised  law  did  General  Jaekaon  lake  npoo  iumMU 
to  put  them  to  death  7  1  believe  it  to  be  on  un- 
doubted principle  of  national  law,  that  when  we 
war  with  a  people  who  disregard  the  rules  and 
restrictions  of  civilized  warfare,  we  are  not  bnnnd 
to  extend  to  them  the  benefits  of  these  restrie- 
tiona.  1  am  not  altogether  satisfied  that  this 
stands  on  the  principles  of  retaliation.  This  v 
more  confined  in  its  operation,  and  would  justify 
only  a  pretty  precise  balance  of  crueltiea,  to  be 
retaliated  in  kind  and  degree.  "An  eye  for  in 
eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,"  says  tli«  Uw  of  n* 
taliation.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  consider  it 
thus:  If  men,  in  a  state  of  nature,  abouU  W 
with  each  other,  I  presume  there  would  ba  no 
other  restriciioD  upon  the  violence  and  sndsring 
they  might  inflict  upon  each  other,  than  ilie  wiU 
and  pleasure  of  the  most  powerful. 
Wh^n  man  becaoM  civilized,  and  miinu  begu 
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to  hold  i>U[caana  wilh«kclt  otb«r,.U  bwuM  b<w 
eficUI  l*>  all ;  it  beoane  at  oaae  aeaeuarf  to  aDler 
inio  ceitaia  oompacis,  both  for  their  frieDilty  and 
their  hostile  relaltoD*.  Hea<«  the  rulw  of  war, 
bindiof  upon  all  alike,  and  whieh  no  uaiion.  tkI- 
aing  its  cWactai  or  iti  itfet;,  will  dare  lo  aiarv 

Srd.  But  they  are,  of  coame,  biDdiiig  ool*  on 
oae  who  an  partie*  lo  the  compact,  and  euhDiit 
to  be  bound  bf  ihew  restrBtnu.  A  taiap  people, 
thflrefore,  whorefuae  tOBubmit  ibeioMlTeato  such 
reattictioiu,  who  are  not,  and  will  not  b«  patties 
to  ihiE  compact,  can  hare  no  right  to  alaim  its  beii' 
•fits  and  imaiualiiea;  but  must  eoDtcBi  to  snnd 
at  the  mercy  of  the  cooqucror,  while  ihey  con- 
lioae  10  hold  the  van^uii^ed  eHmy  at  iheiri.  Oo 
this  principle,  I  consider  that  Oeiural  Jacksoo, 
u  (he  coaiiiaader  of  our  armr,  in  whose  dia- 
cieiion  the  exercise  of  this  iJKbt  of  war  bmui 
nnessafily  be  ?filed,  had  the  lawful  power  to 
deal  such  seTeiily  to  our  lodian  eoemy  aa  be 
should  deem  expedient.  It  is  equally  elpar  that 
any  peiaon  found  with  the  enemy,  aad  in  tbeir 
service  agaiust  us,  esauot,  in  this  rtap««t,  ha  dis- 
tiD^uisbed  frum  hu  astooiaiM,  but,  embark iaa  in 
their  fo(tunes,  must  submit  to  chare  tbnir  ute. 


He  I 


be  an  Indian  in  the  oneray's  oanu),  a.  _ 
litiaed  loaD  in  ours ;  a  siiagc  in  ibebMiIe, 


ud  not  so  nhen  a  prisoner.  Hm  ArbothnM  any 
defence  on  lite  ground  that  heuH*i  wm  in  bat- 
tle; that  he  oeretdid  take  arms  against  th<Uoi< 
ted  Slatesi  I  think  noL  He  bas  forfeited  his 
civilized  rights  by  associating  with  ib«  barbarous 
enemy;  by  his  identifying  bicnseir  with  them, 
and  becoming  a  part  of  them.  The  laaaoer  in 
which  he  connecLi  himself  witb  iheU  hoitile  op- 
eration* must  be  immaierisl ;  whether  by  taking 
the  tomahawk  himself  or  exoiliog  otheia  to  do 
it— whether  by  couniel  in  the  cabinet  or  arms  in 
the  field— he  is  equally  ■  party,  an  effioieot  parly, 
in  the  war.  Suppose  an  Indian  were  lossy,  I 
bare  not  been  in  ballle,  although  it  is  true,  I  haT« 
urged  and  excited  my  countrymen  to  the  war, 
could  be  then  claim  lo  be  disiiaguiabed  from  his 
couDirymeD  1  Assuredly  not.  With  these  views 
and  opinions,  1  ant  bound  I*  say,  with  do  pleas- 
ure in  the  result,  that  I  consider  General  Jaak- 
too,  as  comnander  of  our  arniin.  bad  the  right 
to  put  these  prisoners  to  death.  Am  I,  however, 
■eked,  wheiltei  1  approve  of  the  exercise  of  this 
right  underall  ibecircunutaooesor  the  case?  1 
say  no,  no.  It  was  unneceiMry-  It  has  left  a 
■tain  on  the  btiauniiy  of  General  Jackaon,  which 
"  nil  the  waters  of  the  sweet  Heaven  cannot  wash 
out."  It  was  unneiiessary ;  it  wm  saaguiaoiy  ;  it 
was  vindioiive.  When,  sir,  the  fever  of  leaem- 
meot  shall  haT«  aubaided  in  the  breast  of  the 
General,  and  the  exuliaiios  of  oonqoeat  passed 
away,  as  in  a  short  lirae  it  will,  and  be  shall  look 
back  upon  this  irnoaaciiaD  with  the  feelings  of 
a  naan,  stripped  of  the  pride  «f  a  eonqoeror,  this 
deed  of  bluiody  justice  will  weigh  heavy  on  his 
h«art,  and  embitter  his  days.  I  would  not  endure 
the  remorse  that  is  in  store  for  him  for  all  his 
Uurels  and  all  his  eulogiums. 

I  should  net  pass  ov«r  twe  objectieos  tbu  bnva 
{iren  us  ntuel)  diffieulijt  «ii.tbia  part  of  iba  cue. 


The  hoBvable  Speaker  has  urged  with  great. 
force  tbnt,  whatever  may  be  the  rule  found  in 
books  on  national  law,  respecting  the  severity 
witb  which  you  may  treat  a  barbarous  enemy 
yet  thai,  in  relation  to  our  wars  with  our  Indiana, 
a  long  custom  and  usage  baa  established  a  law 
for  ourselves,  from  which  General  Jackson  had 
no  right  to  depart;  that  we  have  never  executed 
this  law  of  retaliation  upon  thera,  or  considered 
our  commanders  at  liberty  to  put  tbeir  prisoners 
to  death.  There  is  much  strength  in  Oie  argU' 
meat,  and  it  produced  a  pause  In  my  mind.  I 
rave  it  much  eoDsideraiioD,  and  relieved  myself 
rom  it  in  this  way :  In  the  first  place,  I  am  not 
sure  tbe  honorable  Speaker  is  sorreci  in  the  fact. 
ralber  seems  to  me  that  a  reenrrence  to  the 
ly  contests  between  our  countrymen  and  the 
Indians  will  show  that  much  cruelty  was  exer- 
cised on  bothsidet,and  with  pretty  equal  ferooity. 
Villages  were  sacked  and  burnt;  theinhabiianiSi 
of  whatever  age  or  sex,  sometimes  messaoE«d,ana 
no  attention  paid  on  either  side  to  the  restraint* 
of  civilixed  war.  The  settlers  in  New  Snglaiut 
had  no  small  share  of  this  sort  of  oonflict,  and 
the  first  colonicta  in  the  South  made  theii  way  by 
fi/e  and  tbe  sword.  Again,  if  thera  bas  beea  ■ 
suspension  of  their  cruelties,  and  an  endeavor  bjr 
milder  means  to  ioilaea  this  untamed  foe  lo  sn»- 
due  his  ferocity,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  we 
have  thereby  relinquished  the  right  to  iBaei  bia 
in  his  own  way,  when  we  shall  Hnd  it  necessary. 
Tbe  other  difficulty  alluded  lo  is  this :  Supposiiff 
the  General  to  bare  had  the  light,  by  bis  authorv 
ty  as  commander  of  our  army,  actually  engagad 
in  war,  lo  put  these  prisoners  to  death ;  did  be 
not.  by  tbe  appointment  of  this  court  to  try  than 
and  prescribe  tbeir  punishment,  [lart  witb  hia 
paramount  authority,  and  transfer  it  irrerocablj 
to  the  court?  Upon  the  best  reflection  I  have 
been  able  lo  give  ihia  serious  question.  I  think 
be  did  not.  1  do  not  see  that  he  could  divest 
himself  of  this  authority,  or  transfer  it  lo  anetheti 
he  could  not  bind  himself  not  to  restune  and  exet- 
cise  it.  Especially,  if  it  be  true,  that  tlui  court, 
really,  as  a  court  martial,  bad  ao  jsriedictioii 
over  the  oflenoei  charged  againal  the  prieonen. 
it  is,  therefore,  of  course,  that  as  this  idbanfl 
could  not  receive  ihta  power  from  the  General, 
it  could  not  deprive  bim  of  it.  I  will  not,  how- 
ever, conceal  the  opinion  that  this  paiada  of  a 
court,  whose  opinion  be  did  not  mean  to  re- 
gard, unless  it  coincided  with  his  own,  is  a  high 
aggravation  of  ihe  uoel  spirit  which  seems  to 


governed  bim  Ihroonhout  the  whole  pro- 
Qga.    I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairouo,  laid  be- 
fore the  Committee  mjr  views  of  ibis  compli- 


ofiered  to  the  House  in  relatioa  lo  it,  and  will 
then  trouble  them  no  further. 

We  matt  not,  it  is  said,  pass  any  reseluiioa 
vhioh  may  imply  a  censure  on  tbe  conduct  af 
this  campaign,  because  it  will  be  throwing  our 
weight  on  the  aide  of  Spain  in  the  o^otiatin 
now  peadins  with  her,  which  has  arisen  out  af 
it.    Why,  sir,  I  know  of  no  such  negotiaiioni 
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I  pretome  (here  !■  none  BDch.  It  i*  true  m  have 
seen  s  ktier  frattt  ihe  Spknith  Minisler,  Ptzarro, 
inwbich  he  compUiDs  loutHrof  oar  invtsionaor 
the  righli  of  bis  master,  and  declftres  that  all 
ne^liatioDs  betwren  as  must  be  saapended 
proper  reparalioii  is  made.  Bat,  bb  I  bare  good 
reasoDs  to  believe,  and  genilemea  who  doabi 
may  easily  satisfy  themse^ei,  ibal  oar  negotia- 
tions wilb  the  Spanish  Minister  are  iwtimed,  I 
eonclade  that  the  orders  and  explanation  given 
hj  oar  Eiecntive  io  relation  to  the  captured 
poBiB  hare  been  received  as  satisfaclory,  and^  of 
course,  we  need  not  be  apprebensive  of  throwing 
this  prepoD derating  weight  into  the  scale  of  oar 
oppoaeot.  Permit  me,  sir,  Io  express  mjr  regret 
and  decided  dlsapprobaiioD  of  the  terms  of  le- 

E roach  and  contempt  in  which  this  nation  hi 
een  spoken  of  on  this  floor;  "poor,  degraded 
Spain'*  has  resounded  from  various  parts  of  the 
House.  Is  it  beeoming,  sir,  the  dignity  of «  rep- 
resentative of  the  American  people  to  nttet  from 
bis  high  slation  invectives  against  a  naiioit  with 
wh<nn  weenltivate  and  mainiain  the  most  friead- 
ty  relations  7  Is  it  discreet,  sir,  in  any  individual, 
however  enljchiened,  to  venture  apon  a  denun- 
ciation of  a  whole  people?  Id  this  poor,  dee- 
ded Spain,  it  most  be  remembered,  there  is  a 
vast  mass  of  learning,  and  genius,  and  virtue 
too;  and  a  gemlemaa  who  passes  it  all  nnder  his 
Condemnation  and  contempt,  bardljr  considen 
what  B  task  he  has  nndertBlten.  No  people  has 
■nSered  more  than  ourselves  by  these  eztermi- 
naiingj  sweeping  judgments.  Let  us  not  be 
guilty  of  the  same  injustice  to  others.  When  I 
■ee  one  of  these  scribbling  travellers,  aa  insigni- 
teant  atom,  gravely  take  upon  himself  to  put 
down  the  character  of  ray  own  country,  I  tarn 
from  bim  with  ditgasi  and  derision.    Let  vs  be 

Sually  just  to  others.  This,  at  least,  is  doe  the 
kce  for  the  Indotgence  of  national  preindiceB  oi 
feseaiments.  A  t^ard  for  oarselves  forbids  it. 
May  I  add,  sir,  thai,  in  reference  to  the  weak- 
ness of  Spain,  we  should  characterize  her,  per- 
haps more  jnsilv,  certainly  more  liberally,  by 
saying  eiAaufted,  rather  than  degraded,  Spain. 
Yea,  sir,  exhaoaied  in  a  contest  for  eiisieoce, 
with  a  tremendous  Power,  under  which  every 
other  nation  of  Eiurope,  save  one,  sunk  and  felt. 
Sbe  Lore  herself  through  with  iofleiible  perse- 
verance; and,  if  she  come  out  of  the  conflict  en- 
feebled and  eihausted.  it  is  no  eanie  of  reproach 
01  contempt.  We  tallt  of  a  war  with  Spain  as  a 
natiei  of  amusement.  I  do  not  desire  to  partake 
of  it.  It  will  tiot  be  found  a  very  comfortable 
war,  not  from  her  power  to  do  a*  much  harm, 
but  from  ibe  impossibility  of  ^aiding  anything 
by  It,  or  of  wearing  out  her  patience  or  eubdaing 
her  fortitude.  The  history  of  every  Spanish  war 
is  a  history  of  immoveable  obstiaacy,  that  seems 
Io  be  con&rmed  and  hardened  by  misfortoDe  and 
ttial.  In  her  frequent  contests  with  England, 
the  latter,  after  alt  her  victories,  has  been  the 
flrBi  to  desire  peace.  Let  gentleiuen  not  deceive 
IhemMlrei  aboat  the  pleasantry  of  a  Spanish 
war.  May  they  not,  sir.  have  soma  respect  for 
the  past  charaeier  of  ikia  qatiaa?    The  time 


haa  been  when  a  BpaBisfa  knight  was  ike  type 
of  everything  that  was  chivalrous  in  valor,  gea- 
erouB  in  honor,  and  pore  in  palrioiitm.  A  een- 
lury  has  hardly  gone  by  since  the  Spanish  io- 
faairy  was  the  terror  of  Europe  and  the  pride  of 
soldiers.  But  those  days  of  her  glory  are  past. 
Where,  now,  is  that  invineible  courage;  that 
noble  devotion  to  honor;  that  exalted  love  of 
couDtry  7  Let  me  tefl  you,  in  a  voice  of  warn- 
ing. They  are  buried  in  the  mines  of  Mexico, 
and  the  mountains  of  Peru.  Beware,  my  conn- 
irymen  !  loolt  not  with  so  eager  an  eye  to  these 
fatal  possessions,  which  will  also  be  the  nave 
of  your  strength  and  virtue,  should  yon  be  so 


obtain  them. 
To  return  to  the  resolutions.  We  have  beea 
told,  in  the  most  impassioned  manner,  of  the 
dreadful  effect  thay  will  have  opon  the  fame,  the 
feellnsB,  and  the  life  of  General  Jackson.  We 
are  asked,  with  all  the  vehemence  of  despair, 
will  yon  cover  ihb  hero,  the  pride  and  ^lory  of 
his  country,  with  infamy,  and  brine  his  gray 
hairs  down  to  the  grave.  For  myself,  1  answer, 
I  have  no  such  intention  or  desire;  nbr  cnn  I  im- 
agine how  sDch  consequenees  can  be  found  io  a 
set  of  leeolaiioMs  which  do  not  mention  the  name 
of  Oeneral  Jackaon.  Let  the  laurel  witb  which 
his  country  has  crowned  him,  flourish  in  immor- 
tal youth ;  I  wooM  not  wither  a  leaf  of  it ;  bat  if 
I  should  see  a  serpent  entwined  in  its  branches 
I  would  pluck  it  oni  and  east  it  in  the  fire.  The 
first  resoluiien  proposes  that  a  bill  shell  be  re- 
ported prohibiting,  m  time  of  peace  or  war  with 
the  Indians,  the  ezeCDlion  of  any  captive  iritliont 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Does  any  gentleman  doubt  that  this 
ought  to  be  the  law  of  the  land  7  Why  should 
this  point,  M>  important  to  the  character  and 
hamanity  of  the  country,  be  leA  unsettled  any 
longer?  This  debate  has  shown  a  diversity  of 
opinion  npoo  it.  For  the  faivre  let  it  not  exist; 
but  let  the  rule  be  certain  and  authoritative,  that 
future  commanders  may  have  some  better  guide 
for  their  conduct  than  their  own  diiereiion,  ca- 
price, or  passions.  If  General  Jackson  bad  had 
ch  a  goide,  he  would  not  have  erred;  if  the 
ill  of  his  country  had  been  dedaved  by  an  act 
of  its  Legislature,  he  would  not  have  disobeyed 
The  second  resolution  disapprove!  of  the 
ire  of  St.  Marks,  Pensacola,  and  Baimncaa. 
I  have  expressed  my  opinion  upon  iheie  points; 
and  if  St.  Marks  is  exponged  shall  of  course, 
vote  for  the  resolution.  I  have  alao  aeelared  oy 
approbation  of  the  principle  containod  in  the 
third  reiolaiion,  ^prohibiting  the  inarch  of  an 
armjr  into  a  foreign  territory,  wiihoni  the  an- 
thoTixation  of  Congress,  unless  in  the  ease  ex- 
ipted.  As  to  the  resolniion  reported  by  Ibe 
iliury  Committee,  if  it  related  merelv  to  the 
trial  of  Arboibnot  and  Ambrister,  I  shoala  hearti' 
ly  concur  with  it,  but,  as  it  cendemos  their  exe- 
cution also,  I  cannot  give  it  my  vote  while  it 
goes  tbiu  far. 

I  owe  the  Committee  my  sincere  thanks  foi 
their  paiienae  and  atlwation,  through  this  long, 
and  often  tedious,  disauision.    Hy  desirt  haa 
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btea  oDlf  to  c«oiriba(e  my  mite  lo  dMldalp 
tb«  important  inquiriM  submitted  to  us;  and  I 
hojw  tbe  endeavor  Itas  not  boen  altogetbar  in 

Mr.  Ambbbson,  of  Kentaeky.  said  ihal  becon- 
enrred  with  thoie  geatkinen  who  oooiidered  tbe 
qBMtloDi  ioTolved  ia  ihe  resotatioDB  be  iDCriasi- 
oallf  of  tbe  firti  magoilude,  and  fall;  meiiliog 
tbe  free  discussion  wliich  iher  bad  receired ;  but, 
be  aaid,  it  was  tcue  ibat  ihe  House  of  Represen- 
tatires  could  give  importance  to  aof  question. 
Sueb  was  the  character  aod  station  wbich  ihia 
House,  nodei:  the  Cons liiu lion,  must  always  bold 
before  the  people,  that  every  subject  which  ex- 
oites  interest  and  feeling  here,  will  command  tbe 
BtlMlioa  of  tbe  nation.  In  giviig  bis  opinions 
OD  tbe  qaestione,  he  should  only  be  aoxious  to 
fire  eipression  to  tboee  senti  meals  wbich  be  held, 
without  st«ppiof;a  moment  to  inquire  whether 
tbey  were  consistent  with  those  of  gentlemen 
whoroled  with  him.  In  examining  iha  military 
tHUtnctioot  which  gave  rlie  to  tbe  debate,  he 
acknowledged  that  he  had  felt  an  anxiety  lo  find 
tkat  the  American  officer  was  in  the  right;  but 
iba  first  consideration  with  him  was,  that  in  giv- 
ing  hit  opiBions  and  bis  vote,  he  himself  should 
ha  exactly  right.  On  great  political  questions, 
it  baa  been  sometimes  loonght  admissible  to  act 
from  partiMQ  feelings, — to  express  only  those 
opinion*  which  were  sanciioned  by  party,  and 
would  conduce  to  suecets  in  the  great  end  desired 
-~faat,  in  a  case  where  the  character  of  a  high 
officer  w a*  involved,  where  our  conduct  should 
partake  of  jadicial  facredness,  it  would  disgrace 
a  statesman  to  withhold  any  opinion  because  il 
differed  from  that  of  those  wiib  whom  be  voted. 

Mr.  A.  said  ibst  he  should  discard  from  bis 
cottaideration  two  quesiioas  which  had  been  in- 
troduced and  discussed  with  great  feeling — tbe 
jaatlce  and  the  consiitutionality  of  the  war.  He 
would  noi  unqualifiedly  say  that  no  clrcomsian- 
cca  should  ever  induce  him  to  discuss  in  this 
Heaao  the  justice  of  a  war  in  which  bis  country 
wan  once  en^ged,  but  be  would  dlslinclly  say 
that  nothing  in  this  case  should  impel  bim  to 
do  it.  That  qoestion  was  not  presented  by  tbe 
raaolations ;  nor  was  the  Constuuiional  right  of 
tbe  President  to  order  the  American  army  to 
paaa  into  Florida  now  before  ns.  This  last  was 
ccrtainlyal^ir  subject  of  debate  in  Congress,  but 
tha  retolutiona  do  not  present  the  point ;  they 
raeaoppose  Ihe  existence  of  the  war,  end  select 
fof  eoosideration  transactions  which  occurred  in 
tba  oourte  of  its  prosecDiion.  Tbe  gentleman 
who  introduced  them  either  ssienied  to  tbe  prop- 
oflition  that  the  war  was  constitutionally  made,  or 
iaieniionallyavoided  presenting  that  point.  Tbe 
eareful  manner  in  which  eome  prominent  points 
are  aelected  for  criminalioD,  authorize  ibe  iofer- 
enee  that  a  debate  was  not  soliciied  on  Ihe  other 
aabjaci*. 

Mr.  A.  said  be  should  now  proceed  to  the  ex- 
Kminntion  of  the  resolutions,  and  condense  bis 
obaervatioDS,  as  far  as  it  was  eoneisieni  with  a 
«lc»r  statement  of  his  opinion.  The  order  which 
b«  abould  pursue  was  not  the  strict  orderof  ehro- 
ISttl  Con.  Sd  S£*9.— S9 


s  the  one  in  wbich  the  a 


gentlemen  who  preceded  him  had  considered  it. 
TheexecQlion  of  the  two  Indian  cbiefs,  by  order 
of  tbe  American  officer,  ah  on  Id  be'firsi  consid* 
ered,  as  it  was  the  simplest  case.  In  its  exami- 
nation, he  woald  only  apply  those  doctrines  of 
the  laws  of  nations  which  were  acknowledged  by 
all,  and  iiot  drag  to  his  aid  any  principle  of  law 
which  should  of  itself  require  any  argument  to 
support  it.    He  justified  their  execution  on  the 

B round  of  reialicaion.  The  principle  of  tbe  pub- 
c  law  which  is  here  applicable  declares  tbu 
"  we  may  refuse  to  spare  ibe  life  of  an  enemy 
'  who  has  surrendered,  when  the  enemy  has  been 
'  guilty  of  some  enormous  breach  of  the  laws  of 
'  nations,  and  particularly  when  he  has  violated 
'  tbe  laws  of  war."  This,  too,  is  a  rule  of  na- 
lional  law  necessary  for  self-defence.  The  most, 
flagrant  breach  of  tbe  laws  of  civilized  warfare, 
and  tbe  one  which  comes  tbe  most  completely 
within  ihe  soope  of  this  principle,  is  tbe  refusal 
of  lif»  to  a  prisoner.  And  if  the  Seminole  Indi- 
ans, in  the  course  of  the  war,  have  disregarded 
humanity  so  far  as  to  refnse  quarter  to  the  cap- 
tured, this  fael,  connected  with  tbe  undisputed 
law  on  the  subject,  seems  lo  setile  the  qnesiion.- 
He  wished  it  distinctly  understood,  that  he  did 
not  consider  the  usual  massacre  of  prisoners  by 
tbe  savages,  or  North  American  Indians  gener- 
ally, as  affording  ground  for  the  justification, 
not  even  if  committed  by  the  Seminoles  them- 
selves in  former  wars.  He  admitted,,  that,  ffi 
furnish  a  foundation  for  <he  application  of  this 
principle,  ibis  disregard  of  the  rights  of  humanity 
It  be  shown  by  tbe  present  enemy  in  the  pres- 
..  war.  This  precision  was  necessary  to  dis-. 
sipate  some  of  the  confusion  which  had  been 
'  rown  over  Ihe  subject  by  the  indefiniteness  of 
'ms,  and  lo  show  disiinctly  the  true  ground. 
lie  only  fact  iben  necessary  to  bring  this  ease 
itbin  tbe  operation  of  Ihe  law  was  the  exist- 
ce  of  these  matsacres  or  refusals  to  give  quar' 
r  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  This  lact  ia  un- 
fortunately too  plain ;  no  gentleman  has  denied 
it.  He  would  not  read  the  proofe— not  even  men- 
tion tbe  cases  by  name — as  the  documents  were 
tbe  handi.  of  alt.  They  show  that  the  feror 
JUS  cruelties  of  the  enemy  were  not  restricted 
men;  that  women  and  children  were  also  tbe 
victims  of  their  savage  natures.  So  far  then  as 
it  regards  the  Indian  chiefs  who  were  banged, 
tbe  cose  on  the  law  and  tbe  facta  is  plain,  niUesB 
there  exist  reasons  for  considering  the  American 
savages  as  released  from  the  operation  of  those 
laws  of  war  which  embrace  all  other  nations. 
This  position  has  been  laid  down  and  eloquently 
urged  by  my  collrague,  (Ihe  Speaker;)  and  if  he 
has  succeeded,  then  indeed  my  ground  of  justifi- 
cation falls.  He  says  that  we,  by  uniformly  «b- 
'"ing  since  tbe  first  settlement  of  the  colonies 
.  exercising  ibe  right  of  retaliation  on  Ibe 
aborigines  of  the  cliuntry,  have  created  a  law  for 
our  own  government  wbicb  we  caaooi  now  annul; 
that  by  oi^r  own  conduct  we  have  created  an 
usage  which  ia  now  our  law  of  war  with  Indian 
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of  this  doclrino  by  ■  deniil  of  ifae  ficls,  ind  bas 
ffODC  ittto  B  coDsideratioD  of  the  occurreoces  of 
Former  wars,  to  show  ibai  we  had  noi  so  iaTari- 
•Uj  abataioed  a>  to  have  Torined  an  obligatory 
UMgie.  Mr.  A.  »id  he  woald  not  eoosider  the 
ftcu;  ibeywereperfeell;  immaterial.  Heboped 
they  did  not  exiit,  u  be  utierlj'  denied  the  poai- 
lioD  of  the  Speaker,  and  believed  that  it  wh 
wholly  wroDg.  The  mistake  has  resulted  from 
the  idea  thai  the  ri^hc  of  oae  oatioD  to  letaliaie 
OB  the  prisoDeraof  lis  enemy,  for  a  refasa)  by  that 
enemy  to  spare  the  lires  of  tboM  captured  by 
them,  arises  from  the  law  of  oatioM.  Although 
the  laws  of  nations  recognise  it,  still  ibis  rif;ht 
esisled  prior  to  all  ihose  laws  or  compacts  which 
bear  that  name.  It  isarigbiwhich  erer^  nation 
bis  lo  coerce  iis  enemy  to  hnmsnity — a  right  par- 
ufcin|  ah-oDffly  of  the  rigbi  of  self-defence.  It  ex- 
isted m  the  Brsi  war  which  was  ever  waged,    ft 


olaims  of  humaDity  npon  its  enemy  by  reialia- 
tioD.  The  laws  of  cirilited  warfare  declare  ihal 
you  shall  not  deprire  a  prisoner  of  life,  when  a 
Mrresponding  humanity  is  shown  by  your  adrer- 
•tries.  Then  the  Seminotes  in  this  war  not  bav- 
ine  regarded  this  law,  they  present  a  case  in 
which  the  law  of  nations  does  not  interpose — ibey 
claim  no  shelter  from  it — and  of  course  Its  in- 

1'uncliou  in  this  respect  does  not  opertie  on  us. 
lit  the  fallicy  of  the  posiiion  conieoded  for  may 
beshown  byipt  illusiraiions.  If  from  humanity 
Ot  negligence  yoa  bare  failed  to  inflict  on  a  rob- 
ber the  punishment  which  ibe  Iiw  awards  for 
any  succession  of  times,  is  your  right  lost  to  inflict 
tbe  punishment  for  a  new  ofleoce?  If  death  is 
awarded  for  an  offence  where  our  feelings  tell  us 
that  it  is  too  serete,  and  the  offender  is  acquiited 
by  the  jury  of  his  country,  or  is  pardoned  by  the 
Supreme  Biecutive,  ba*e  we  ihen  lost  ihe  power, 
when  forbearance  has  failed  of  its  design,  in  a 
n«W  case  to  execute  the  lawl  Bat  under  the 
doctrine  which  bas  been  urged  we  would  by  our 
own  acquiescence  hare  deprired  onrsehes  of  all 
power  to  punish  such  offenders ;  we  would  hare 
abrogated  the  law  which  secured  us  against  rob- 
bery and  plunder,  because  our  negligence  or  flne 
feelings  had  induced  us  to  abstain  trom  its  exe- 
cution. The  municipal  laws  of  most  countries 
declare  that  the  power  of  legal  punishment  in  au 
individual  case  is  lost  after  a  limited  number  of 
years;  but  i(  never  was  contended,  until  in  this 
debate,  that  tbe  refusal  of  our  ancestors  and  our- 
o  retaliate  for  Indian  barbarities  for  any 


number  of  y 


s  annulled  the  right  it 


of  a  new  injury.  It  canool  be  that  whi 
Uy  bas  failed  of  its  effect — when  civilization  and 
Christianity  can  disarm  the  eneroyof  noneof  his 
ferocity — that  we  have  lost  the  right,  which  we 
might  in  every  case  have  exercised,  of  coercing 
him  10  spare  the  life  of  his  captive,  by  showing 
to  him  the  perils  of  his  own.  In  our  wars  with 
the  lodiaDs,  every  mode  of  infusine  ioto  them  a 
r^ard  for  human  life  has  been  tried  in  vain.  Re 


acknowledged  that  retaKatiou  was  terrible,  bat  It 
was  Ibis  only  which  made  itnrailiag:  it  wonld 
avail  against  an  Indian  only  beetase  it  was 
terrible. 

But  t  farther  euminatlon  of  the  conteqnencn 
of  this  doctrine  show*  lhal  it  is  too  miscbievons 
to  be  true.  If  it  be  true,  then,  la  every  fnttin 
war  with  these  enemies,  we  enter  into  it,  nider 
ihe  certainty  that  they  will  exercise  Ibe  praetlee 
of  destroying  their  prisoners,  and  with  tbe  dis- 
tressing knowled^  that  we  have  no  longer  the 
power  of  preveniing  it;  that  tbe  only  mode  of 
prevention,  which  could  strike  the  senses  or  the 
fears  of  an  Indian,  is  Ion.  It  it  possible  that  any 
nation  can  live,  surrounded  by  oihen,  with  whom 
thif  inequality  exists T  An  inequality  produced 
by  tbe  practice  of  humanity  on  onr  side,  and  fe- 
rocity 00  theirs;  an  inequality  which  deelarei 
that,  io  the  6eld  of  battle  only,  can  you  deprive 
your  foe  of  life,  while  the  enemy  can  wage  ex- 
termination on  the  captive,  on  wometi  and  chil- 
dren. Boi,  if  we  have  created  by  usage  this  law 
for  ourselves,  iben,  the  result  mnst  be,  that  om 
aequieseence  has  made  law  for  them  ;  that  these 
massacres,  once  thought  so  lawlesi,  are  now 
sanctioned  by  usage  and  impunity.  Bat  it  is  in- 
different to  tbe  savage,  what  character  yon  stve 
these  acts,  if  yoa  have  deprived  yourself  of  all 
power  of  compelling  htm  to  abstain  frona  thea. 
To  this  part  of  the  subject  he  ^boold  not  have 

Siven  so  much  attention,  if  the  opinioa  wbieh  be 
ad  here  combatted  bad  not  been  urged  by  tbe 
Speaker,  with  a  confidence  which  demanded  u 

An  nnconiesied  and  well-known  rule  of  Ibe 
laws  of  nations,  Mr.  A.  said,  [daced  Ambriiier 
in  the  same  situation  with  the  Indians.  The 
words  admit  of  no  ambiguity.  "It  is  true,  that 
'  every  associate  of  my  enemy,  is  himself  my  ea- 
'emy.  It  is  of  little  consequence  whether  any 
'  one  makes  war  on  me  directly,  and  in  his  own 
'  name,  or  under  the  auspices  of  another;  wfaal- 
'  ever  rights  war  gives  me  against  my  prtnelpnl 
'enemy,  it  gives  me  against  all  hit  associates." 
This  man,  having  been  found  in  tbe  ranks  of  the 
enemy,  and  having,  indeed,  falty  admitted  his 
association,  comes  compleiely  within  the  rale, 
and  partakes  of  all  the  liabilities  of  his  principals. 
No  reasoning  could  make  ibis  case  plainer,  and 
he  would  not  deuin  the  Committee,  but  leave  it 
where  the  law,  combined  with  Ihe  fact;  so  clearly 
placed  il. 

Tbe  situation  of  Arhuibnot  is  different  fn  one 
point;  be  was  not  found  in  the  ranks  of  tbe  en- 
emy, but  in  a  neutral  fort.  Most  of  the  gentle- 
men who  have  supported  tbe  resolutions,  admit 
that  he  had  been  previously  an  associate  in  the 
war,  but  contend  that,  as  at  tbe  time  of  bis  cap- 
ture he  was  a  non-eombalao  t,  the  analogy  between 
his  case  and  that  of  the  En^lisbman  is  destroyed. 
The  reason  of  the  case  certamly  will  not  bear  them 
out,  and  they  have  not  produced  any  auihoriif  on 
the  subject.  It  cannot  be  contended  that  if  the 
Qeneralof  the  enemy  was  taken  in  a  farm-house, 
either  on  his  route  from  one  wing  of  the  army  to 
tbe  other,  or  on  a  journey  to  his  family,  that  be 


901 


HISKOIT  OF  0ONGKB6S. 


would Rotbe«prisoa«rofwmr,althQDgh  ht  mi|ht 
b«  entiralr  alone,  and  eran  dwtitttle  of  armi.  If 
TMumsth,  in  the  Isilcr  pinof  tbemr,  had  been 
captured  in  Ciaadi,  «neaged  in  the  woik  of  a 
Munirjr  laborer,  wvold  that  Taet  alone  bare  de- 

Crired  him  of  bii  war  charaetei,  and  released 
im  from  its  penatiiet?  The  Irue  diitiaetion  ii 
tbii :  when  an  officer  ha*  reiigaed,  or  a  Eoldier 
hae  been  discharged,  or  eiiber  has  io  so  effectual 
a  war  *eeeded,  as  to  be  no  longer  a  member  of 
the  eDem)r't  armament,  then  ibe  miliiarsr  cbaric- 
ler  ceases,  and  not  before.  No  temporarr  absence 
will  produce  the  end  contended  for;  it  muM  be 
«B  abience  attended  with  oitcumitaaces  clearif 
■bowing  a  permanent  secession.  Frequeotlr  the 
most  e£etaal  aid  is  given,  bv  a  partisan,  wbo  is 
absent,  and  wbo  is  phyiticalljr  a  a  on -combatant, 
hj  advice  and  other  modes  of  co-operation.  In 
this  case,  where  the  previoDs  association  muil  be 
conceded,  there  are  no  circomstanees  whicb  in- 
dicate n  Mjwratioa  from  the  eavmj.  As  far  as 
anf  erideace  ariws  from  hisaiioaiioD  in  the  fort, 
to  which  the  enemy  bad  etosiant  aeeee*,  it  Is  at- 
M^etber  against  him.  There  is  a  fact  coaaceted 
with  this  sabieet,  which  deserves  eonsideraiion. 
Among  civilized  nations,  oalf  a  small  portion  of 
the  coamnnitf  is  attached  to  the  army,  and  of 
conrie  the  roles  of  war  apply  only  to  those  wbo 
eoBsiiloie  it ;  the  peasantry  of  the  country  is  not 
subject  to  anyof  the  penalties  of  ibe  soldier ;  bat 
among  the  lodiaos,  inere  is  no  sueb  distiactioa  ; 
among  them  none  exists,  except  (hat  which  is 
produced  by  age  and  sex.  Every  man  is  a  warrior. 
Every  one,  whom  you  lake,  is  a  prisoner,  whether 
he  be  in  arms  or  at  rest.  There  is  no  military 
enrolment  among  them;  if  he  belongs  to  the 
nation,  be  belongs  to  the  army.  Tbls  is  certainly 
tme.  and  is  founded  on  babiia  invariably  preserved 
by  tne  Indians.  Among  us,  and  all  Enropeao 
nations,  that  pottion  of  the  commnnily  engaged 
in  husbandry,  or  io  raising  food  for  the  army,  is 
secured  from  the  rules  ofwar;  but  among  the 
Indians,  all  the  men  fight,  and  the  food  is  raised 
by  the  women,  and,  oi  course,  this  secority  from 
war  is  confined  to  ifaem.  If  an  Indian  chief, 
found  in  the  situation  of  Atbothnot,  would  have 
been  a  prisoner  of  war,  sorely  he  was. 

Il  has  been  contended  that,  if  the  executioa  of 
these  men  was  jusiifiable,  on  the  principles  of  re- 
taliatioo,  as  General  Jackson  had  not  assigned 
that  as  the  ground  of  hii  conduct,  it  could  not 
avail  him;  but,  surely,  if  any  reason  exists,  he 
ia  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it.  We  form  the  tti- 
Innal  which  are  about  to  pau  sentence  on  his 
-"-•-I  -induct,  and  would  il  not  partake  of  — 


which  we  admit  are  amply  sufficient  J  The  sole 
qnestion  is,  not  whether  we  eooeur  with  the  cffi- 
oer  in  hi*  reasons,  bat  whether  he  bad  authority 
for  his  act.  If  we  concede  the  authority,  be  is  be- 
yond ont  reach.  If  he  possessed  it,  he  might  fait 
or  refuse  to  exercise  it,  but  he  could  neither  de- 
■ttoy  et  impair  it  bv  any  reasons,  however  false  or 
frivolous.  It  wonld  be  extraordinary,  indeed,  if 
hoae  who  joslify  the  aci  ahould  pass  a  vote  of 


cenrarc  on  (he  officer,  becaose  they  difiered  wltb 
him  la  the  reasons,  by  which  they  arrived  at  the 
sameeoncliuioa.    Thiswoold,  indeed,  make fom 

^  anbsiance. 

reference  to  iadicial  proeeedings,  in  civil 
cases,  was  admissihU,  it  would  be  reeolleoted 
that  the  correct  decision  of  an  inferior  conrt  ia 
alvrays  affirmed;  the  appellate  tribnnal  leaves  a 
legal  iodgmenl  unloached,  however  improper  oi 
illegal  nay  have  been  the  reasons  on  which  it 
was  foandcd.  Would  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  reAm 
the  thanks  of  this  natisn  to  an  officer  who  had 
won  a  brilliant  victory,  by  a  right  movement  o« 
unmilitary  reasons  ?  Wonld  you  reverse  the  vote 
which  patsed  at  aformer  session,  giving  the  thanka 
of  CoBgress  to  the  victors  at  New  Orleans,  if  it 
w  ascertained  that  the  battle  was  won 
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It  has  been  fariher  urged  by  the  Speaker,  thai 
reialialioB  is  net  jnstiftable  where  the  end  eaanot 
be  gained ;  that  it  is  unavailing  towards  an  la- 
dtati,  because  captivity  so  far  degrades  him  in  hb 
own  eilimalion,  that  death  has  ceased  to  have  its 
terrors.  But  this  opinion  was  entirely  specula* 
live,  and  experience  does  not  sapport  it.  Life 
may  not  have  equal  attractions  for  all ;  and  it  is 
probable  that,all  prLsooera,  whether  white  ot  sav- 
age, have,  from  tneir  forlorn  and  frieodless  situa- 
tioa,  fewer  iodncements  Io  adhere  to  life,  than 
when  they  were  cheered  %  freedom  and  their 
friends:  bat  It  cannot  be  true  that  an  Indian  cap- 
tive has  lost  all  inclination  for  life.  Does  he  not 
make  every  exertion  to  release  himself  from  cap- 
tivity, which  the  civilized  man  does?  Will  he 
not,  UDremiliingly,  seek  his  safely,  by  craft  or  by 
flightl  It  is  believed  that  be  would  not  onlf 
value  his  life  in  the  same  way,  and  fly  from  cap- 
tivity, but,  with  all  his  former  courage,  fiffhtagara 
the  battles  of  bis  country.  Weatherfotd,  the 
Creek  chief,  gives  an  illustrious  evidence  that  a 
eaptured  Indian  is  not  so  degraded  as  to  lose  all  love 
fbr  life.  He  was  cace  the  prisoner  of  Jacksoa: 
be  was  voluntarily  released  by  Jackson;  be  ia 
now  the  prince  of  bis  nation,  possessed  of  all  the 
inflnenee  which  bis  high  talents  ever  gave  him, 
and  all  the  feelings  ana  ferocity  which  belong  to 
an  Indian  chief.  Imprisonment  did  not  so  abase 
him  as  Io  deprive  retaliation  of  its  rod,  if  policy 
had  declared  the  leader  of  the  massacre  of  Fort 
Mimms  a  fit  victim.  He  is  in  full  possession  of 
all  the  qnaliiies  for  which  hs  has  ever  been  dis- 
tinguished ;  and,  if  report  be  true,  he  has  acquired 
some  others,  which  nave  been  thought  peculiar 
to  civilized  man ;  it  is  said  that  he  thirsts  for  la- 
ere,  as  well  as  for  blood  and  fame.  A  resolation 
is  now  before  us,  which  will  probably  grow  into 
a  law,  for  the  purchase  of  his  land  in  Alabama, 
at  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

There  is  still  one  part  of  this  subject  which  re- 
quirea  consideration.  It  is  that  which  involves 
the  power  of  the  Oeneral  (o  carry  retaliation  into 
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•ffMl  wilhoot  referring  (he  cmw  lo  ihe  Presideni 
or  to  Congrew.  No  qaestioa  arUinji  oat  of  ihe 
wrpleiiug  Berie*  of  intnnctions  wbich  hare  oc- 
eorred  in  thii  war,  has  beeo  lew  sasceptibU  of  a 
MlntioD  perfectly  Hlitfaclory  ibao  tbia.  Mr.  A. 
MJd  that  the  conelusioa.  (o  whicii  hit  mind  bad 
wme,  was  rather  the  reiull  of  the  preponderance  of 
reaiona  and  eoDT«niences,  than  a  clear  conviction 
of  the  truth.  In  Europe  thii  power  i>  eierciaed 
nnivernllr  by  the  commandera  of  every  army ; 
there,  the  present  difliculty  conid  not  ariBc.  Mr. 
A.  taid  be  frankly  admitted  that  the  spirit  of  oar 
inaiimtiens  wat  m  different,  the  eubjeetion  of  the 
military  to  the  civil  authority  waa  to  fondly  cbet- 
lehed,  that  Karopeaa  practice  could  not  eoosli- 
ate  law  here.  An  examination  of  ibe  journals 
of  the  Old  Congreii,  however,  clearly  show,  that 
(hey  coniidered  this  power  as  veated  in  the  com- 
nandiDg  officer.  On  the  Sih  of  Nonmber,  1782, 
CcHiKreH  eame  to  this  resolution : 

"To  prevent  any  miMonitniction  wbidi  Biay  aiiae 


at  Kbarty,  H  ii  Iwrabj  dedarad, 
cliia(  OT  the  cMunandn  of  «  saparala  ■mi'i  i*t  !■  •"- 
to*  of  Ibe  pawn*  veatod  in  Urn,  tally  autttMiaad  and 
aapowerad,  wbenavar  Iha  aneny  ihall  oonnit  any 
act  of  craeltj  or  violence  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war, 
lo  demand  adaquate  aalis&ctioD  for  the  same ;  and,  in 
ease  each  aatiafaction  ahall  not  be  given  in  a  reason- 
aUa  oi  Umitod  time,  or  ahall  be  refoied,  oi  evaded 
under  any  pralanee  whatever,  to  eauae  anitable  retali- 
ation to  ba  forthwith  made." 

In   a  war  with  the  Indians,  who  receive  no 
heralds,  and  respect  no  fla^i,  and  with  whom 
the  masaaere  of  prisoners  is  ooi  an  eicepiion 
from  their  usual  oonduct,  but  the  general  prac- 
tice itself,  ii  cannot  be  reguited  of  General  Jack- 
son thai  be  should  have  been  guilty  of  the  folly 
of  sending  to  the  Indians  any  individual  of  "--- 
army  lo  demand  satisfaciion  for  that  which  ; 
the  common  custom  of  the  jialioa.    The  i 
expressed  in  ibla  resolution  is  coniaioed  in 
passed  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  Colonel 
Sayne,  an  American  officer,  although 
conveyed  }n  language  so  disiincti  Betolvtd,  Ttiat 

■  the  conduct  of  Major  Oeueral  Qreene,  io  taking 

■  neceuary  measnrea  of  retaliation,  be,  and  hereby 
■is, approved."  The.te  resolutions  clearly  co 
the  opinion  of  the  Old  Congress,  that  the 
manoing  officers  of  separate  armies  possessed  this 
couiMt«l  power  by  virtue  of  their  commissiona. 
CiicumstaDces  may  be  easily  supposed,  in  which 
the  utility  of  rclaliaiion  would  be  entirely  lost, 
if  this  power  must  in  every  case  be  granted  by 
Ihe  Legislature ;  in  every  war,  which  is  lo  be 
coaclnued  in  a  single  campaign,  (and  this  may 
be  the  ebaraeier  of  many  of  (he  Indian  wars,)  if 
the  officer  did  not  possess  it  uniil  he  could  refer 
Ibe  case  to  CDagress,  and  procure  the  euihorily, 
the  time  would  have  passed  at  which  it  could 
avail  him ;  the  effect  he  would  desire  to  produce, 
OD  the  conduct  of  the  eoemy,  would  be  lost,  and 
the  rereteoce  useless.  This  would  always  be 
the  case  where  the  real  of  war  was  at  a  gi  ~ ' 
distance  from  bendqaariers.  Thia  view  of 
■ubjeci  is  stroDgly  supported  by  the 


officer  in  a  besieged  town.    Here  all  eonmn- 

:ation  with  his  superiors  is  cut  o^  and  if  w< 
deny  to  him  this  power  of  coercing  his  eaemy 
to  humanity,  his  situation  ia  miaerabte  indeed; 
his  countrymen  have  failed  toffiee  bimanthority^ 
and  his  enemies  have  deprived  him  of  the  meau 
of  acquiring  it.  If  this  power  was  lodged  in 
the  Preaideot,  then  there  can  be  no  difficulty,  as 
Qeneral  Jackson  has  received  the  subsequent 
sanction  of  his  superior.  But  there  ia  a  letter  of 
instruction,  under  which  Oeneral  Jackson  might, 
If  he  were  disposed,  cover  almost  anything,  cer- 
tainly everything  which  he  did.  In  the  letter  of 
the  16lh  January,  from  the  War  DeiMrtment, 
there  are  these  remarkable  and  eztraordioaty 
words:  "The  honor  of  the  United  Slates  re- 
'  quires  that  the  war  witb  the  Seminotes  ehoold 
'  be  terminated  speedily,  and  with  exempla^ 
'  punishincut  fOV  hostilities  so  unprovoked."  It 
is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  precise  iastrne- 
tions  which  the  Beeretary  meant  that  theae 
words  should  convey.  They  oanBot  mean  that 
the  American  officer  should  march  rapidly,  fight 
gallantly,  and  slay  all  who  resisted  in  natua;  all 
this  required  no  order.  It  is  certain  that  no  ao- 
thoriiy  has  been  exercised,  whieh  theae  words 
are  not  broad  enough  to  convey.  Mr.  A.  said, 
he  did  not  contend  that  the  Secretary  thought 
of  such  a  ease  as  had  occurred,  or  that  Qenual 
Jaa^son  wished  lo  deduce  bis  jusiifieatioB  from 
it,  but  he  would  most  confidently  aaaerl,  ifaal,  if 
the  officer  were  in  (he  course  of  a  trial  driren  la 
extremity,  these  words  give  him  an  ample  patent. 

Mr.  A.  said,  that  it  was  now  manifest  to  the 
Committee  that  he  derived  no  partol'  Qeneral 
Jackson's  authority  from  (be  aeutence  of  the 
court  martial;  his  power  was  posseaieil  witbont 
tbeir  interference,  and  might  be  exercised  in  direct 
opposition  to  it.  It  may  then  be  demanded,  why 
was  i)  convened^  This  still  produces  do  diffi- 
culty. It  mifbt  be  convenieni  to  the  Qeneral  to 
have  i IB  opinion  and  advice;  or  to  have  its  aid 
in  aEceriainioff  the  facts.  But  yon  might  go  alill 
farther,  Mr.  Cbairman,  and  admit,  that  to  con- 
vene the  court  was  useless,  and  tbal  Qeneral 
Jackson's  conduct  to  it  was  indecorous  and  inaolt- 
iog,  and  still  (be  question  before  ns  u  not  affeet- 
ed;  bis  lawful  authority  was  still  theaame.  Any 
iodividoal  in  private  life  may  aak^and  then  re- 
jecl,lhe  advice  of  hisfriends;  this  indeed  is  very 
rude,  but  bis  right  is  undispuied.  The  com- 
mander of  an  army  frequently  convenes  his  offi- 
cers to  hear  their  opinions  on  the  propriety  of 
Gf[hting  or  retreating,  bat  no  one  ever  doubted 
huanuoriiy  (o  reject  tbeir  advice.  The  order 
for  cottveoing  the  officers  in  this  case,  and  the 
cireaiasiaaces  of  their  having  proceeded  under 
all  the  forma  of  a  court,  cannot  change  their 
chnraeter.  If  the  Gkneral  possesses  the  power 
witboat  tbeu,  their  senienee  can  be  no  more  (ban 
advice. 

Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  would  make  but  one  other 
remark  on  this  part  of  the  snbject.  It  must  never 
be  forgotten,  that  the  qnestioo  here  is  not  that 
which  has  been  eo  often  and  so  emphatically 
propounded— would   you  have  eseeniad   these 
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mea  ?  It  ii  doI  b  qnMtjon  of  superior  hnmtnitf 
bfiweea  General  JacksoD  and  onrselrvi.  Wt 
may  think  that  we  should  have  done  otherwise ; 
'mar  wish  that  he  Ad,  bnt,  if  he  possessed  the 
antnorilf,  he  may  set  us  ai  deSaoce. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  an  examiaaiion  of  the 
case  of  St.  Harks,  be  would  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  (be  orders  which  had  been  issued  to 
General  Gaines  lo  respeet  a  neDtral  fort,  would 
notio  bis  mind  at  all  enter  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  qnestioQ.  If  the  President  has  snb- 
aeqaenllf  nnctioned  the  proceeding,  it  placed 
the  case,  so  far  as  it  reKards  lackson,  on  the 
groand  on  which  it  would  be  if  a  discreiionarr 
order  bad  been  prerionily  giren  him.  To  a  mil- 
itary officer  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  whether  he 
had  his  orders  in  his  pocket  at  the  commltsioD  of 
the  act,  or  sabsequently  reeeire^  ihe  approbation 
of  bia  commander.  This  House  caoDOt  proceed 
•gainst  the  indiTldaal  who  does  the  act,  bat  Ihe 
aaperior  who  recognises  it.  The  fair  qneslion, 
then,  for  consideration  is,  on  the  power  of  the 
President,  throogh  bis  officers,  to  eaptore  the 
fort;  although  be  bad  not  previonsly  gireD  or- 
ilets  for  it,  be  has  approved  the  conduct  of  the 
officer,  and  siill  retains  the  post.  The  reasoning, 
he  said,  on  vbich  be  jusiifled  the  occnpaiion  of 
St.  Marks,  was  aomewbal  of  the  same  character 
with  that  tiy  which  he  would  aotborize  an  army 
lo  go  ioto  a  neutral  (erriioty  ia  pursuit  of  a  &j- 
Idk  enemy;  it  would  be  useless  to  exercise  this 
right  if  its  adrantages  could  be  ent  off  by  the 
enemy's  retiring  inio  a  neutral  fort.  Bol,  to 
state  bis  opinion  with  precision,  he  laid  down 
this  position  as  the  one  on  which  be  shonld  bot- 
tom Vi«  justification ;  that  the  Indians  bad  both 
the  iQclination  and  tbe  ability  to  take  the  fort, 
and  to  make  use  of  its  advantages;  that  we  had 
B  right  to  anticipate  lbem,and  to  turn  its  adraiH 
t^es  10  oar  own  use.  He  admitted  that  both 
facts  of  ability  and  inclination  in  the  enemy 
mast  exist  to  give  lo  us  the  right  of  seizing  neo- 
tral  property;  the  evidence  on  that  point  should 
be  presently  attended  to.    If,  in  the  course  of  a 

Jieoeral  action  in  Florida,  a  design  was  mani- 
eeled  by  the  enemy  to  seize  a  vacant  hillock  or 
eminence,  and  use  the  advantages  of  its  sitna- 
fion,  it  will  not  be  contended  that  we  could  not 
have  anticipated  them j  and  if,  in  tbe  course  of  a 
battle,  it  became  manifest  to  the  American  officer 
that  a  Spaoish  fort,  which  ought  to  be  held  sa- 
cred by  Dotb  the  contending  parties,  was  about 
to  be  seized  by  the  enemy,  that  it  conld  not  re- 
sist, that  all  the  advantages  of  the  fortified  place 
would  be  turned  against  him.  his  right  is  cer- 
taioly  the  same.  As  soon  as  the  fort  has  lost  iu 
power  to  resist,  it  is  within  the  reason  of  the  rule 
which  applies  to  a  vaeant  place.  Tbe  neutral 
place  is  bound  to  oppose  all  attempts  from  either 
party  to  convert  it  to  a  hostile  purpose,  bol  so 
BOoa  as  by  its  physical  incapacities  it  nas  become 
within  the  power  of  ibe  enemy,  its  nealral  char- 
acter is  lost,  and  it  must  be  considered  as  his 
post.  If  these  laws  and  rights  exist  in  the  stale 
of  aelnal  battle,  there  can  De  do  reason  for  not 
Applying  them  lo  tbe  aiioaiioik  of  two  hostile 


armies  in  a  nentral  country.  Then,  as  soon  as 
it  was  made  known  to  tbe  American  General 
that  Bt.  Marks  no  longer  possessed  the  capacity 
of  making  adequate  resistance,  and  would  be- 
come a  fortress  of  his  enemy,  the-  protection-of 
its  neutrality  ceased  to  exist.  Tbe  contequenea 
of  a  diiferent  doctrine  would  be  deal  rue  live  to 
ibe  army;  it  would  lupptne  a  case  in  which  the 
power  and  inteniion  of  seizing  a  place  might  ex- 
ist in  tbe  enemy,  while  we  bad  the  power,  but 
no  right,  to  prevent  it:  it  suppose*  that  a  place 
may  be  ia  a  connlry  which  one  party  woold 
capture  and  the  other  could  not.  Spain  has  no 
ground  of  complaint  against  as  who  seized  the 
town.  Her  cause  of  complaint  is  against  those 
who  imposed  on  us  the  necessity.  As  his  posi- 
tion rested  entirely  on  the  fact  that  Ibe  Indiana 
had  the  ability  and  the  design  of  taking  the  gar- 
rison, he  would  now  turn  to  the  evidence  before 
the  House,  which  was  very  full  on  this  point. 
The  opinion  of  the  Governor  of  Peniacola  is 
plain.  He  informed  Captain  Call  that  "  the  Iit- 
dians  had  demanded  arms,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
visions, or  ths  possession  of  the  garrison  of^Bt. 
Marks,  and  that  he  presumed  possession  woold 
be  given  from  inability  to  defend  it."  The  tet- 
ters of  General  Jackson  show  his  conviction  on 
the  subject.  The  one  written  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  states,  that  "he  found  that  the  Indians 
and  negroes  combined  had  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  that  work.  The  Spanish  garrison  was 
too  weak  to  defend  It."  In  hia  letter  lo  tbe  com- 
mandant himself,  after  its  capture,  be  says,  that 
"ibey  are  now  eoncenlratlDg  with  the  intentioa 
of  taking  possession  of  Sl  Harks  the  moment 
my  army  moves  from  its  vicinity."  Mr.  A.  said 
that  he  would  not  read  all  these  letters,  as  it  may 
be  urged  that  Jackson  ought  not  lo  be  introduced 
as  a  witness  in  ibis  case,  although  he  thought 
that  his  opinions  and  stateaieiitB  deaerved  very 
high  credit.  General  Jackson  did  not  volnntarily 
place  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army — a  situa- 
tion which  incurred  such  high  respoiuibitity,  and 
imposed  on  him  the  oblijniioo  of  judging  firom 
the  facts  before  him.  Hi*  statements  are  not 
graittitoas;  they  are  the  result  of  his  official  sit- 
naiioo.  Bni,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  would  read  an 
extract  of  the  letter  of  Luengo  of  the  same  date 
with  the  one  last  mentioned,  la  this  letter  the 
Spaniard,  referring  lo  ihe  partial  dispersion  of 
the  Indians  by  our  army,  says :  "  This  being  re- 
'  alized,  and  ihere  beins  now  no  motive  to  feai 
'  any  insult  to  Ihe  fort  from  these  barbarians  and 
'  neinoes,  I  beg  permission  of  your  excellency  to 
'  call  your  aiteoiion  to  the  difficulty  I  should  In- 
'  volve  myself  in,  with  my  Governmeat,  if  I 
'  were  presently  to  assent  to  what  your  excel- 
'  leucy  proposes  lo  me,  to  garrison  this  fort  with 
'  the  Iroops  of  tbe  United  Slates  without  first 
'  receiving  its  orders.  Such  I  will  solicit  imme- 
'diately,  when  anopporlunity  offers;  and  I  do  not 
'for  a  moment  doubt  that  they  will  be  given  tome^ 
'  *o  zealous  is  my  Government  to  comply  with 
'  tbe  siipnlaiions  between  her  and  the  United 
'  States.  In  the  interim  I  hope  your  excellency 
'  will  desist  from  your  iotcDtioa,  and  be  Armly 
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'  penoaded  of  tkt  good  fftith  and  harmony  which 
'  will  Kign  between  ibu  gBttisoD  and  whaleTcr 
'  tioopi  f  on  niajr  think  fit  to  Icare  in  tbii  vicioilir, 
'  who  majr  kimt  nie  in  (he  defeites  of  this  fort 
'  on  any  uaforeseea  event."  In  the  latter  part  of 
Ibii  extract,  the  irue  tiaie  of  the  fort  U  Ken. 
Ha  first  declares  that  there  is  now  no  danger  of 
ineult,  but  then  expreuea  a  certain  ezpectatioo 
that  he  will  receive  ordeti  to  aarrender  it,  and 


tei  of  this  same  officer  to  Mazol,  QoTernor  of 
FeoMCola,  be  lays :  "  I  shall  not  deny  that  1  have 
'  otwerTcd  towvds  these  barbarians  a  yolicj 
'  which  had  the  appearaoce  of  a  warm  frieud- 

<  ship,  and  by  wbich  1  hare  incurred  coniidera- 
'  ble  expenses.  If,  boweTer,all  the  ciicuKutances 
'  attendant  on  my  situation  be  duly  weighed,  it 
'  will  be  seen  that  all  this  was  Decessary  to  re- 
's train  (hem  fTon  doing  what  they  had  atone 
'  time  premeditated."  Bat,  the  true  situaiion  of 
ibis  foriresr,  at  the  very  time  at  which  its  state 
is  interesting  for  the  present  question,  appears 
fioai  the  evidence  of  Captain  Gadsden,  His 
woids  are:  "In  conversation  with  ihecommand- 
'  ant  of  Fof  t  St.  Marks,  on  the  subject  of  having 
'  ibat  work  occttpied  by  as  American  garrison,  1 
'  bad  occasion  to  notice  the  aid  and  comfort  that 
'  the  hostile  party  had  leet ived,  as  reported,  from 
'  bim,  dtc.  In  reply,  he  stated,  (bat  hit  conduct 
'  bad  been  governed  by  policy  j  the  defenceless 
'  slate  of  his  work,  and  ibe  weakness  of  ibe  gar- 

<  rison,  compelled  him  (o  conciliate  the  friendship 
'of  the  Indians;  (a  supply  their  wants  j  toaran( 
'  what  he  bad  not  power  to  deny,  and  to  ihiow 
'open,  with  apparent  willingness  (be  gates  of 
'  his  fortress,  Lest  they  should  be  forced  by  vio- 
'  lence."  From  (he  evidence  contained  in  these 
letters  and  declarations,  it  was  obrians  ibat  S(. 
Markj  was  not  capable  of  resistitig  aa  attack 
from  the  enemy,  and  that  the  Indians  had  the 
intention  of  seizing  it:  it  was,  (ben.  completely 
within  (he  operauun  of  the  jninciple  which  be 
had  laid  down.  If,  indeed,  the  fortress  bad  the 
capacity  of  maltiag  resistance^  (hen  the  cosdnet 
of  the  Spaniards  is  presented  in  anotber  point  of 
TieWj  (heir  participation  with  the  enemy  was 
voluntary ;  they  became  so  far  associated  in  the 
war  as  to  have  abandoned  their  neutral  char- 
acter, and  to  have  made  themselves  subject  to 
(he  treatment  of  eaemies. 

Mr.  A.  said  that,  from  the  same  course  of  re» 
soning  by  which  he  justified  the  occupation  of 
the  place,  he  was  opposed  to  aii  u noons titutioaal 
surrender.  It  was  taken  because  Spain  could  not 
keep  ii  from  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  it 
diould  be  retained  until  she  placed  (beie  the  ne- 
cessary force. 

It  is  evident,  said  Mr.  A.,  from  the  reasons 
which  I  have  assigned,  that  my  ground  of  justi- 
fication does  not  cover  Fensacola.  As  the  occu- 
pation of  both  posts  is  presented  in  the  resolation 
for  censure,  he  could  net,  in  sny  event,  vote  for 
the  general  resolution ;  but  he  would  not  test  bis 
vote  on  that  ground  j  lie  would  as  promptly  op- 
pose Ibe  one  as  (he  other.    Befoie  b«  could  give 


bis  assent  to  this  proposition,  it  must  be  estab- 
lished that  every  difference  of  opinion  authorized 
a  vole  of  disapprobation.  Before  be  proceeded 
to  examine  the  case,  he  wMld  make  a  reply  to 
an  observation  wbieb  bad  been  repeatedly  tnade 
in  ibe  debate.  It  bad  been  said  thai  the  passage 
of  these  resolutions  would  convey  no  censnte 
directly  on  the  officer;  that  bis  name  is  not  men- 
tioned. Qendemen  say  that  the  first  and  third 
resolutions  are  merelv  preamble*,  or  recitals  of 
(he  mischief,  which  show  the  necessity  of  adopu 
ting  the  others,  and  founding  a  law  on  iheiD. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  every  vote  which  passes  this 
House  receives  a  pan  of  its  character  from  the 
debate  which  precedes  it;  and,  after  the  manner 
of  this  debate,  and  the  spirit  which  has  marked 
it,  i[  is  in  vain  to  say  that  ibe  passage  of  iheia 
resolutions  would  not  convey  (lie  highest  cen> 

Why  hare  the  former  transactions  of  General 
Jackson's  life  been  referred  to  1  Why  was  the 
origin  of  the  war  mentioned  t  These  things  were 
not  necessary  for  the  queelion  before  us.  Bat  the 
face  of  ibe  resolutions  themselves  declares  their 
character.  The  prominent  points  of  a  military 
campaign  are  carefully  relected  nod  presented  to 
us  for  condemnation.  Every  act  of  importance 
sufficient  to  strike  the  public  attention,  is  seized 
for  crimination ;  no  part  is  approved  (  silence  oi 
disapprobation  covers  the  wboJe,  and  still  we  ate 
told  DO  censure  is  intended.  An  avowal  which 
came  from  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Mki- 
CER,)  marks  (be  true  spirit,  and  ehows  the  effect 
which  these  resolutiona  are  expected  to  hare  on 
(he  public  sentiment.  He  savs  (bat,  such  are  his 
feelings  and  opinions,  be  would  vote  to  reduce  the 
army  to  the  command  of  one  major  general ;  if 
he  failed  in  efiecling  bis  abject,  then  to  destroy 
(he  other;  if  he  still  failed,  then  to  put  down  the 
army.  When  (his  laaguai^eis  held,  it  it  useless 
to  declare  that  no  censure  is  intended.  But  iba 
principle  here  avowed,  and  the  Miit,  are  alike 
unjusttGable.  If  an  American  officer  has  so  far 
forgotten  the  dnties  of  his  commission  as  to  ren- 
der it  proper  for  the  public  interests  that  be  should 
he  discharged  from  the  service,  it  is  the  daly  of 
the  President  to  order  a  court  martial  for  his  trial, 
or  (0  strike  him  from  the  rolls ;  and,  if  he  should 
refuse,  there  is  a  plain.  Constitutional  mode  of 
operating  on  him  by  impeachment.  I  never,  said 
Mr.  A.,  would  ebelter  tne  President  from  his  ra- 
spoosibility,  bj  reducing  the  army,  to  exclude  a 
man  whom  be  bad  not  independeooe  enoiij|h  to 
dismiss.  So  strong  was  his  disapprobation  ofineb 
a  course,  that,  even  if 'he  held  every  opinion  of 
Oeneral  Jackson's  conduct  which  that  genUtman 
had  expressed,  and  also  knew  that  the  President 
wished  it,  he  would  consider  it  dishonorable  ia 
the  House  to  potsue  it.  It  has  been  said  that  this 
is  a  case  not  sufficiently  important  to  impeach 
the  President,  even  under  a  refusal  to  ditmisi  the 
officer.  Then  mark  the  inconsistency  of  a  rote 
to  reduce  the  army,  to  effect  the  same  end.  To  • 
abandon  the  plain  course  on  such  an  oceastOD, 
and  to  vote  down  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men, 
which  the  public  interests  require,  merely  to 


mSTOBT  OF  COKGBBBB. 


ilKDAKY,  IBIS. 


SntHMJe  ffar. 


iMch  one  obooxiont  officti,  ironld  cOTer  ni  with 
eoDlempL 

Tbe  evidenee  rdiliofc  to  the  tituktion  of  Peo- 
ueola  does  not  make  it  a  cue  to  Utaag  at  ibat 
of  St.  Marks.  To  eipreis  ucuraidy  hisldea  of 
the  diSereoee,  he  vould  borrow  a  disiinctioo, 
well  knowD  to  professioaal  ^ntlemeD,  whicb  ex- 
iats  between  ihe  facts  thai  justify,  bdo  those  that 
extenuate.  Tbe  facts  4re  sucb,  tbai,  if  presented 
in  the  courae  of  a  judicial  prosecniioo,  ia  tbe 
lotta  of  a  plea,  tbe  judge  woald  dcHaie  (bey  did 
not  consiitate  a  justification;  but,  if  they  could 
be  brought  out  in  evidence,  tbe  jury  of  his  coud- 
tty  would  acquit  tbe  prisoDer.  In  tbe  debate, 
this  Hoaae  baa  been  called  the  Grand  Inquest  of 
the  Nation.  I  seize  the  idea,  said  Mr.  A.,  and  let 
na  then  exaatioe  what  ia  tbe  evidence  which 
miffbl  be  adduced  in  rJadicalion  of  Ihe  officer 
before  (bis  national  jniy.  Before  any  tribunal 
which  can  mingle  liberality  with  (be  coldest  law, 
the  result  is  known.  Tbe  first  fact,  then,  which  is 
presented,  is  that  which,  alone,  before  the  tribu- 
nal above,  insures  an  unqualified  acquittal — tbe 
■tuence  of  all  bad  or  corrupt  intentions;  this  is 
conceded  by  every  gentleman  io  the  debiite.  In 
ordinary  cases,  here  the  accused  might  teat,  strong 
in  the  universal  concession  that  bia  motives  were 
gtKid ;  but  the  breach  of  the  CoQsii(uitDn  is  charg- 
ed upon  him,  and  it  is  demanded  of  him  to  con- 
tinue his  defence.  Then  leal,  and  fidelity,  knd 
Striotbm,  oSer  themselves  to  exlennate  the  of- 
ice,  and  declare  that  they  alone  governed  tbe 
mind  and  guided  the  hand  which  has  offended. 
If  zeal  in  a  good  cause  can  even  so  far  diieet  it- 
self to  onr  feelings  and  judgment  as  to  deprive 
error  of  its  harshness,  it  must  be  here,  where  tbe 
officer  was  in  tbe  midst  of  a  hostile  country. 


shield.  This  siluaiion  was  rendered 
barrassing  and  netilous  by  the  doubtful  character 
of  the  Spaniards  j  reliance  on  them  was  destruc- 
tioni  their  imbecility  gave  license  to  the  fury  of 
the  Indians,  if  iodeed,  their  perfidy  did  not  invite 
•nrcssiOB.  But  (here  ate  other  facts  which  give 
a  character  to  his  Fituaiiou.  Spain  was  not  only 
Under  the  obligation  of  those  ties  which  bind  all 
civilized  nations  to  restrain  their  savage  subjects 
from  attacking  friendly  neighbors,  but  was  bound 
by  solemn  treaty  (o  res(rain  the  Indians  within 
ber  (errilory.  This  obligation  has  never  been 
denied  not  fulfilled.  This  was  known  to  our  of- 
ficer, and  every  event  around  him  impreEsed  the 
conviction  that  (he  Spanish  supineness  partook 
■■  ranch  of  nawilliogneas  as  of  weakaess  ;  (bat 
BO  exertion  was  made,  and  but  little  inclination 
wna  fell,  to  fulfil  it.  All  (he  acts  of  tbe  6()anish 
Miihoritiee  seem  to  accumulate  evidences  in  hit 
vindication ;  each  act  seems  as  if  fated  to  urge 
bim  to  his  coorse.  A  faaiighty  protest  is  sent  to 
bim  by  the  Ooveraor  of  Pensaeola,  demanding 


k; 


iTisioBs  necessary  for  the  existence  of  bis  arnty. 
ly  have  orged  him  by  their  perfidy,  goad»d 


him  by  their  raeoacea,  tonared  bim  bj  «a  >ppi*' 
bensioo  of  famine  among  his  troops,  and  now, 
they  demand  that  he  be  punislwd  for  capturiog 
that  garrison,  which,  if  used  according  to  the 
stipulation  of  Ihe  treaty,  had  prevented  alt  occt- 
sion  for  war.  If  all  thea«  facts  were  still  iosuf- 
ficieatj  a  skilful  ndrocale  would  urge  what  would 
etMutially  change  the  nature  of  (ho  defenee,  and 
place  General  Jackson  on  the  high  ground  of  jus- 
(iScition.  If  he  could  succeed  in  showing  that 
these  eircnmstaoces  combined  gave  evidence  that 
the  Spaniards  so  far  acted  in  concert  with  the 
enem^  as  to  become  associates  in  the  war,  the 
question  wunld  be  closed ;  but,  Mr.  A.  said,  that 
WBs  not  hit  own  opinion,  nor  was  it  neceasary  for 
the  present  vote.  If  tbe  Committee  can  think 
that  the  ambiguous  conduct  of  the  Spaniards 
was  such  as  (o  create  a  reasonable  donbt  of  their 
chamcter— 41  to  produce  a  case  in  which  it  was 
very  difficult  for  (he  officer  to  decide  whether 
their  equivocal  attitude  resulted  from  imbeeilky 
or  actual  concert — (his  House  eeclainly  will  ncK 
censure  him  for  differiog  wiih  ii  in  opinion.  An 
admission  made  by  a  geDtleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania amply  sopporte  him.  He  says,  if  taws  such 
as  these  resolutions  propose  to  pass  bad  been  in 
force,  that  Jackson  would  have  acted  difibrently ; 
his  course  would  have  been  plainly  pointed  out  to 
bim.  This  concession,  surely,  declares  that  we 
csnnot  censure  him,  and  tha(  bis  error  has  been  in 
some  dqnee  owing  to  our  Diligence.  But  if  this 
officer  Ghall  be  censured  by  (his  House,  (ben  a 
most  extraordinary  spectacle  will  be  presented. 
Here  is  a  case  iu  which  the  wisest  men  of  the 
country  diifer;  which  has  been  debated  in  tbe 
Hoose  of  RefwesMitatives  for  two  weeks;  in 
which  half  the  books  io  tbe  library  have  been 
used  to  (ell  BB  the  right  from  the  wrosg  wayj 
and,  at  last,  we  censure  the  officer  for  not  know- 
ing that,  in  the  wilderness  of  Florida,  about  which 
tbe  nation  differs,  and  Congress  cannot  yet  make 
up  an  opinion.  But  the  speeches  of  the  different 
gentlemen  who  support  the  resolutions  show  that 
(heir  reasons  are  inconsistent  with  each  other. 
Their  couclnsion  is  the  satne,  but,  in  many  cases, 
the  exi8(ence  of  one  reason  destroys  the  othei. 
Some  gentlemen,  too,  think  the  execution  of  the 
(WO  foreigoers  as  of  no  importance  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  some  even  approve  (hem,  while  ibey  declare 
(bat  the  capture  of  Pensaeola  is  tki  only  occur- 
rence worthy  of  onr  notice;  and  others,  as  totally 
differing  witb  them  as  with  us,  consider  tbe  death 
of  (be  Englishmen  as  the  heinous  part  of  the  of- 
fence. This  state  of  seotiment  cer(ainty  goes  to 
the  extenuation  of  the  officer's  conduct }  it  showv 
that,  while  many  approve,  those  who  do  aot,  dif- 
fer in  (heir  reasons,  and  dlsepisove  different  parts 
of  his  conduct. 

Satdboat,  January  30. 
Mr.  Shits,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  pethion 
of  James  Wilkinson,  late  a  Major  Oeneral  io  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  in- 
demnified against  the  efiects  of  a  judgment  for 
(WO  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  recovered 
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■gsioat  hiin  W  Oaaeral  Joho  Adair,  i»  coata- 

Jaenc*  ol  bii  baviajt  krreated  ihe  aaid  Adair,  in 
i«  cily  of  New  Orleans,  ia  the  year  1806,  on  a 
charge  ot  bis  beiagconcerDed  ia  ibe  alleged  con- 
ipirscy  of  Aaron  Biirr.— Referred  to  ihe  Com- 
nitlee  on  Milkarr  Affain, 

Mr.  Scott  preseoied  a  peiilion  of  aundrjr 
inhablUDts  of  me  Arkaaias  counlry,  prayiag 
that  a  separate  lerrilorial  government  may  be 
«aublished  for  the  laid  oountrf,  and  that  Com- 
miuioneri  may  be  appointed  to  fix  a  lite  for  the 
«ea[  thereof.— Refeired. 

Mr.  Nbwtok,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce aod  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  duties  CD  certain  maoufactared  arti- 
elea  [sboreli,  spadeb,  plain  flint  glass,  copperas, 
■bo(,  and  oil  cloths,]  imported  into  the  United 
Stale*;  wbicb  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  considi 
the  proposition,  submitted  yesterday  by  M 
LowHDBa,  to  amend  the  rulea  and  orders  of  the 
HoDse ;  and  the  same  being  again  read,  vaa 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  cot,,,.  „, 
the  United  Siatca  to  cases  arising  under  the  lav 
nlaliog  to  patents;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
ukd  passed. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Pbmidmt  or  THB  Ukited  Statbb  : 
7b  M«  HMue  of  RgtrettuiaHpa  qf  tke  DniUd  StaUi.- 

In  eomplianea  with  a  rMolation  of  ths  Hodm  of 
ltepNHntati*u  of  tha  ISih  instant,  reqaestinK  dm  to 
canse  anj  mfimuatiaii,  not  alreadj  couunimioatad,  to 
be  laid  bdm  the  Home,  whathn  Amelia  Island,  St. 
HaAa,  end  Paniacola,  yet  rainain  in  tha  ynesnssiiiii 
of  the  United  States;  and,  if  lo^  by  what  Uwe  the  in- 
haUtanti  aia  fOTeined;  whettiei  articias  inportad 
theiMi,  from  foreign  conntrtea,  are  sal;iact  to  any,  and 
what  duties,  and  br  what  laws,  and  whether  the  aaid 
duties  are  collected,  and  how;  whether  taaaaU  arriTinK 
in  the  United  States,  from  PenaacoU  and  Amelia  Island, 
and  in  Pensacola  and  Amelia  bland,  from  the  United 
Statee  respectively,  are  considered  and  treated  as  Tee- 
aeli  emving  from  fcreign  countries;  I  transmit  a  re- 
n  the  Secretary  of  the  Treai 


The  Message  was  rend,  and,  with  the  lecom- 

panying  documents,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

MILITARY  PUNISHMENTS. 


port  from  the  Secretary  ol ..„.„,, 

one  from  the  Secretary  <rf  War,  which  will  aflbrd  all 
the  innnnation  requested  by  the  Ho 


Treasury,  and  likewise 
'  ich  will  aflbid  aU 
House  of  Bepre- 

JAHBS  MONROE. 


JtxuAMi  30,  laia. 

lenis  were  read,  and 
a  Foreign  Relations. 
.    Another  Message  was  received  from  tbe  Pbebi- 
BGHT  or  THE  Uhitbd  States,  as  follows: 
^theaMM^Sepraentalivttofihe  Vniltd  SlaUii 

I  traasiDit  to  the  House  of  Sepresentatives,  in  com- 
puance  With  their  resolution  of  the  4th  of  this  month, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Slete,  concerning  the 
Wlieatioos  which  havB  been  made  by  any  of  tbe  in- 
dependent GoTBrnniBnts  of  South  America,  to  have  a 
Htnistei  or  Consul  Oeneial  accredited  br  the  Go»em- 
iniTOt  of  Ihe  United  States,  with  the  answers  of  thk 
Uoremment  to  the  epplications  addreased  to  it. 

,  „  JAMES  MONROE. 

JaauAni  39,  IS19. 


JUtolted,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  ioquirs 
into  the  expediency  of  proTiding  1^  law  lor  the  pun. 
labment  of  crimes  committed  by  persons  employed  uk 
Ihe  armies  of  the  United  States,  without  the  Ihnlb 
Ihareot  and  which  are  not  pronded  tor  by.ezntiBg 

Mr.  H.  observed,  in  explanation  of  bis  moiioD 
thai,  during  the  discussion  which  had  for  some 
days  occupied  the  House,  iheqoestioa  had  oc- 
curred 10  him,  whether  there  was  any  provision 
incur  laws  for  tbe  punisbment  of  crimes  com- 
muted by  men  in  the  Army  beyond  the  limiu  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  which  were  not  provided 
for  by  the  military  code.  In  other  wordii,  whe- 
ther the  jurisdiction  of  our  civil  courts  extended 
to  crimes  committed  in  (hat  situation.  He  had 
himself  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  jurisdiction  be- 
ing in  the  nation  over  its  own  citizens,  employed 
in  the  Army,  in  any  country  where,  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  our  array  had  a  right  to  go:  but  he 
had  understood  thai  the  courts  of  tbe  United 
States  had  declined  taking  coguizance  of  offences 
committed  anywhere,  unless  jurisdiction  had 
been  expressly  given  by  a  statuie.  If  this  was 
correct,  crimes  of  Ihe  bigbesi  class  might  be 
committed  by  todiriduals  of  our  army  in  Florida 
for  wbich  there  was  no  legal  puni^ment.  The 
■nicies  of  war,  Mr.  H.  observed,  provided  for  the 
punishment  of  no  crimes,  but  those  of  a  military 
character.  They  did  not  provide  for  the  case  of 
murder.  An  inferior  killing  his  superior  might 
indeed  be  punished,  and  punished  with  death, 
under  the  artttile  which  prohibits  the  striking 
superiors^  but  there  was  no  adequate  ponishmeot 
for  an  officer  who  should  murder  a  soldier  or  an 
officer  bis  iuferior.  Within  tbe  limits  of  the 
United  Slates  all  offences  of  this  descripijan 
were  punished  by  ibe  civil  couria  of  tbe  Stalei. 
If  the  view  be  had  taken  of  the  ssbject  was  eor- 
reot,  Mr.  H.  said  the  propriety  of  passing  a  law 
as  speedily  as  possible  must  be  appareni.  He, 
iherefore,  moved  the  resolution  which  be  bad 
submitted. 

The  reiolviion  was  agreed  to.  ' 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

Tbe  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  again  took  up,  in  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  report  of  the  Military  Conmiinf, 
mihesnbject  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  AMOiBBott,  of  Kentucky,  concluded  the 

Eech  which  he  yesterday  commenced,  agajosi 
report  and  resolutions  of  censure,  as  givei 
intire  in  preceding  pages, 

Mr.  LowHOBa,  of  South  Carolina,  «aid,  that 
before  be  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  ar- 
guments on  whieb  he  supposed  that  (he  deier- 
minationof  the  resolutions  before  the  Conmittee 
should  principally  depend,  be  would  advert,  for  a 
moment,  to   aome   obaeiratioos    made  by  the 
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H.OF  A. 


Spcakfr,  in  TcUiion  to  the  treatf  of  Fort  Jaek- 
WD.  HisabwDce  from  ihia  conuiry  At  the  periail 
of  the  trealf ,  aod  for  some  time  after  it,sDfficieDtlf 
aceoQDted  for  bii  informaiioii  being  tocorrecl 
upon  this  topic.  Ha  had  taid,  that  It  vonld  hare 
been  worthy  the  generoailf  of  the  QaTernmeat 
to  have  giren  some  cansideratioD  to  the  Indians, 
for  the  ceiiioQi  of  land  vhich  it  obtained.  The 
reeordi  of  the  country  nould  show  that  this  was 
the  coarse  aataalty  pursued.  After  the  ratifica- 
tion of  ihe  treaty  of  Foil  Jackson,  the  jotirnal  of 
(he  commimtoners  who  made  it  was  Inld  before 
the  House  of  Reprewo  la  lives.  It  coatained  a  de- 
elaration  of  the  chiefs  who  signed  the  Ireaiy,  that 
they  were  not  satisfied  with  its  terms,  although 
they-  would  not  withhold  the  siitnatore  which  was 
insisted  on.  The  same  paper  furniahad  the  proof 
ihal  the  cessions  in  the  treaty  were  not  made 
with  the  free  consent  of  the  chiefs,  and  an  eipo- 
aition  of  the  terms  on  which  that  consent  vould 
bare  been  givta.  The  House  of  Represeoiaiirea, 
be  beliered,  by  an  uoanimous  rote,  passed  a  bill, 
which  gave  lo  the  Indians  the  Inrmt,  with  which, 
«t  the  conference*  at  Fori  Jackson,  they  bad  de- 
clared that  ihey  would  be  fully  satisfied.  This  bill 
had  become  a  law,  and,^  if  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty  bad  been  stich  aa  tl  was  harsh  to  exact,  the 
GorerDmeni,  whieh  gave  a  sum  exceeding  one 
knodnd  thousand  doliars,  as  an  equivnleol  for  a 
ceasion  which,  by  treaty,  was  lo  have  been  made 
without  a ay| equivalent,  had  pursued  precisely  ibe 
conduct  which  th«  Speaker  had  declared  he  could 
hare  wltfaed. 

Mr.  L.  would  not  say  that  the  act  was  lib- 
tral  and  magnanimous.  Such  praise  should  be 
reaerved  for  greater  occasioos.  But  it  was  jusl.. 
Hor  had  he  ever  heard,  nor  did  he  believe,  that 
Ibe  coodnct  of  the  United  Slates,  after  the  treaty 
of  Fort  Jackson^  had  given  ground  of  eomplaiui 
to  the  Creek  Da tt on.  Inhabiting  witbiD their  boimd- 
aries.  Pngitives,  indeed,  from  the  nation,  on  will- 
ing or  afraid  to  trust  themselves  among  their 
eonairymen.  had  sought  refuge  in  Florida^  but 
their  fiight  did  not  divest  the  nation  of  the  rights 
of  negotiation  and  government.  Nor  did  tliey 
pretend  it.  They  sought  only  forperionat safety, 
and,  at  the  date  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghenl,  there  was 
no  war  between  the  United  State*  and  any  part 
of  the  Creek  nation- 
Mr.  L.  said,  that  be  considered  himself  fortu- 
nate in  having  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the 
Chair,  immediately  after  the  gentleman  from 
Eentueky  (Mr,  Andibbon)  who  had  just  taken 
his  seal.  He  did  not  concur,  in  general,  in  the 
CondasioDs  which  that  gentleman  had  formed, 
but  be  should  gladlr  follow  his  example,  in  ab- 
ataining  from  the  discnsious  of  qaestion*  which 
were  not  neeessanr  to  the  decision  of  ihe  resolu- 
tions before  the  Comraitiee.  And  upon  qneations 
of  this  sort  more  than  half  of  the  debate  appeared 
lo  him  lo  have  turned. 

There  was  do  resolution  before  the  Commitiee 
declaring  that  the  President  was  not  authorized 
to  direct  the  march  of  our  troops  jdid  those  parts 
9t  Ibe  Seminole  country  wbicb  lav  beyond  the 
bMudary  of  the  United  Sutes.    He  should  not 


discuss  ihe  question.  He  UDequiToeally  admit- 
ted the  right. 

There  was  no  resolutioQ  before  the  Commit- 
tee declariDg  that  the  Government  of  Ihe  United 
States  was  not  iQihorized,  br  the  uufrieodty  con- 
duct of  Spain,  to  occupy  Florida,  or  to  resort  to 
general  hostilities.  He  would  not  discuss  this 
question.  H«  agreed  with  every  member  who 
had  spoken,  l^t  Congress  had  the  right  to  de- 
clare war  agjinsi  Spain,  if  it  thought  it  expe- 
dient so  to  do.    ' 

But  had  Oeneral  Jackson  the  rigbt  Intake  pos- 
session of  St.  t/lat\»  and  Pensacolal  Had^the 
PresidcDl  of  the  Ubited  Stain  the  right?  The 
rights  of  his  snbordiuale  officer  were  not  greater 
than  bis  own. 

Gentlemen  must  recollect  the  deliberations 
upon  this  subject  during  the  last  session;  the 
notice  of  a  proposal  by  a  member  from  Georgia 
for  the  seizure  of  Florida — the  decision  of  the 
Commitiee  of  Foreign  Relations  against  the  ex- 

Eediency  of  seizing  it— the  acquiescence  of  the 
[ouse  in  the  opinion  of  their  committee.  If  any 
man  had  suggested,  during  the  last  session,  that 
Congress,  by  avoiding  the  deteimioaiion  of  the 
question  of  occupying  Florida,  would  have  left 
it  open  to  the  decision  of  the  President,  or  the 
General,  the  suggestion  would  have  been  beard 
with  utter  incredulity.  If  Congress  could  have 
believed  that  by  their  omission  to  act,  the  power 
of  changing  the  pacific  relaiions  of  the  country 
would  have  been  devolved  upon  any  executive 
officer,  he  did  not  doubt  that  ifaey  would  have 
directed,  ezplicillv,  what  those  relations  should 
be.  But  who  could  have  foreseen  thai  the  Terr 
circumstances  which  in  Match  last  were  insuffi- 
cieni  to  give  the  sanction,  even  of  political  exp» 
dieucy,  to  the  occupation  of  Florida,  were  soon 
after  to  be  the  principal  canslituenu  of  a  military 
ueeeasiiy,  which  would  justify  a  Oeneral  in  tak- 
ing what  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  had 
determined  not  to  take  1 

The  power  of  decUriug  war  is  given  only  to 
Congress.  To  employ  the  army  of  the  nation 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  by  force  of 
the  territory,  the  towns,  and  even  the  forts,  of  a 
foreign  State,  seems  to  fulfil  every  condition 
whiOB  can  be  necessary  lo  constitute  an  act  of 
war.  If  such  au  act  be  done  by  an  officer  who 
has  aulhotity  lo  do  it,  it  is  war.  It  was  war, 
then,  if  Oeneral  Jackson  was  authorized  by  his 
office,  or  by  the  legal  orders  of  the  President,  lo 
take  possesiion  of  Pensacola  ;  and  to  say  that  he 
wa*  authorized  by  neither,  is  at  once  to  admit 
the  truth  of  ihe  position  taken  in  the  resolution. 
A  necessity,  indeed,  whieh  would  make  the  act 
involnutary,  would  change  its  character  of  hos- 
tility ;  but  be  roust  reserve  this  topic  of  necessity 
for  another  part  of  his  atvumenl.  It  was  not 
alone,  however,  the  pover  ofdeclaring  war  which 
was  given  to  Congress;  the  power  of  employing 
force  against  the  properly  or  possessions  of  a 
foreign  Daiion,  under  circumsiauces  which  do 
not  amount  to  war,  is  also  confided  to  the  same 
authority. 
The  framera  of  the  Conslitution  did  not  repoae 
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officers  wnich  might  hkve  iadaced  ibem  to  give 
to  CoDgrest  oalj  Ibe  right  of  procluminE  a  boI- 
ema  and  geaeral  war,  tad  to  leare  to  the  Exeou- 
live  or  the  miliurv  the  right  of  eongiDg  in  par- 
tial hosiiliiies.  If  the  people  of  Pensacola,  eo- 
eouraged  bj;  the  local  gOTeramem,  had  employed 
their  ships  in  direciljr  plundetiog  our  properly, 
the  principles  of  oatiooal  law  woalil  justify  the 
United  States  in  gmng  to  their  citizeos  the  io- 
demoity  which  the  eaptare  of  Spaoish  ships 
would  afford.  But  by  whom  must  ihi*  captnre 
be  authorized;  by  whom  must  letters  of  marque 
bo  iisued— in  other  words,  hj  whom  mnat  the 
emplojrmeDt  of  force  against  the  property  of  a 
foreign  naiion,  under  circumstances  which  do 
not  amount  to  war,  be  directed  7  Br  the  Con - 
giCM  of  the  United  States.  And  is  there,  then, 
plausibiliiy  in  the  argument  which  suppoKs  that 
the  President  or  the  General  may  take,  ty  force, 
Ike  acknowledged  territory  of  a  foreign  Power, 
or  eren  besiege  and  assault  his  foris,  and  thia, 
ander  a  Coostilution  which,  by  the  plainest 
words,  reserves  to  the  legislaiure  the  exclusive 
power  of  authorizing  Ibe  capture  eren  of  a 
sehoooer  on  the  high  sea*  1 

Mt.  L.  considered  it  clear  that  the  President 
bad  DO  right  to  authorize  the  capture  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pensacoli.  And  the  docameoli  upon  the 
table  sufficieollr  proved  that  such  was  tne  view 
he  had  taken  of  his  own  powers.  To  have  re- 
tained Pensacola,  even  until  the  meetlog  of  Coa- 
Seu,  would  hare  twen,  he  say«,  to  liave  changed 
e  relations  between  the  two  countries.  To  such 
a  change  (he  adds)  the  power  of  the  Exeeuii  ve 
it  incompetent.  To  have  retained  Pensacola  for 
a  month  or  two,  against  the  will  of  Spain,  would 
have  been  war ;  the  order  for  its  restoraiioa  was 
dierefore  given,  promptly  and  withooi  the  sligbl- 
,  eat  intimation  of  auy  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  Indian  enemy,  or  of  our  own  army,  which 
would  make  its  reteniioo  less  necessary  or  less 
jttttiflable  than  its  original  capture.  Are  we,  then, 
10  believe  that,  to  Dave  retained  possession  of 
Pensacola  for  a  few  months,  against  the  will  of 
Spain,  would  have  been  war,  and  that  to  have 
tiien  it  by  force,  to  have  entered  it  by  military 
capitulation,  was  not  an  act  of  war ;  that  it  did 
not  even  imply  any  change  io  the  stale  of  onr 
foreign  relaiions,  to  which  the  power  of  the  Kz- 
ecutire  was  incompetent  1 

Mf.  L.  had  refened  to  the  President's  coaric- 
liou  of  B  waul  of  authority  on  his  part,  to  re- 
tain or  to  take  Pensacola,  with  no  view  of  snb- 
Btitnting  authority  for  atgnmeni ;  but,  by  an 
ingenious  construction  of^  vague  and  general 
phrases,  an  attempt  bad  been  made  to  show  that 
powers  sufficiently  large  had  been  given  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  authorize  the  oceupaiion  of  Pen- 
sacola. He  did  not  wish  to  engage  in  this  verbal 
criticism.  A  sufficient  proof  that  the  President 
did  not  design  to  give  any  power  for  occupying 
Pensacola,  was  found  in  this,  that  he  did  not  con- 
eider  himself  aothoiized  to  give  any.  Argument, 
however,  npon  this  subject,  was  as  unnacessary 
aa  criticism.    The  geDUeman  from  New  York 


(Mr.  Stoku)  bad  proved,  bf  the  esttacta  wbieh 
he  had  read  from  the  President's  meuage  aad 
from  Mr.  Adams's  letter,  thai  the  occnpatioo  of 
St.  Marks  and  Pensacola  was  wilhoat  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government,  and  oa  the  responsibility 
of  the  commanding  General. 

The  President,  then,  had  no  right  to  give  an 
order  for  the  occupation  of  ihe  pUces  id  qnei- 
tion,  and  he  had  given  none.  But  he  had  given 
orders,  the  fair  and  obvious  import  of  which  for- 
bade the  oconpation  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola. 
If  the  Indians  took  shelter  under  a  Spanish  fort, 
the  General  was  not  to  attack  them,  bnt  to  nolifr 
Ibe  Department  of  the  fact  Now,  he  would  ask 
the  Committee  for  a  moment  to  suppose  thai  the 
Indians,  beaten  and  pursued  thiougb  ineir  swamps, 
bad  aeiuatly  taken  refuge  under  the  guns  of  Pen- 
sacola. What  would  have  been  the  situation  of 
General  Jackson  t  What  his  powers  and  duties  1 
The  very  exigency  foreseen,  aod  provided  for  by 
the  inslruclioos  of  the  War  Department,  ironid 
have  occurred.  He  could  not  have  attacked  the 
Indians  or  the  fort,  because  it  sheltered  then; 
conld  he  have  atUcked  both  for  other  reasoosf 
What  would  have  been  bis  letter  of  justlfieatioD 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  if  he  bad  done  so  1  Sir, 
the  very  contingency  has  occurred  which  yoni 
letter  has  aniicipAted.  The  Indians  have  takea 
shelter  under  a  Spanish  fort.  Not  authorized  on 
this  accountto  have  attacked  them,  Ishouldbave 
merely  notified  the  Department  of  the  fact.  Bnt 
oiber  circum stances  justified  a  different  condnct. 
1  found  not  merely  that  the  InditBshad  take! 
shelter  under  a  Spanish  fort,  but  that  when  there 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  aid  and  comfort,  and 
access  and  information,  and  ammunition  and  pro- 
vision. On  these  grounds  they  became  asiociaias 
in  the  war.  Must  not  the  answer  of  ihe  Bxecit- 
tlve  Government  to  a  tetter  of  ihis  son  have  beeo 
that,  in  ordering  no  attack  to  be  made  upon  In- 
dians sheltered  under  a  Spanish  fort,  lh«  Presi- 
dent hod  ordered  that  upon  no  evidence  of  assOh 
cialion  or  connexion  between  Indians  and  Span- 
iards  should  the  General  undertake  to  attack  the 
fort  of  a  naiion  with  which  we  were  at  peacej 
that  the  President  well  understood  that  Indians 
do  not  move  with  magazines  and  ptoriiions,  and 
all  the  equipage  of  war;  that  when  he  antici- 
i«led  the  event  of  tbelr  taking  shelter  under  a 
Spanish  fort,  all  those  acts  of  communiealion, 
aidj  and  sappiy,  were  supplied,  without  which 
their  shelter  would  have  been  decoy  and  destra^ 
tion  1  If  all  the  circumstances  on  which  Geaetd 
Jackson  rests  his  defence  for  occupying  Penia- 
cola  had  been  enforced  hf  the  much  stronger 
circumstance  of  an  imbodied  Indian  force  lying 
at  the  time  under  its  walls,  he  would  have  diso- 
beyed hia  instructions  in  attacking  either  the 
Indians  or  the  fort.  Doe*  it  eome  to  ibis,  that 
General  Jackson  was  authorized  to  attack  the 
fort  because  the  Indians  had  not  taken  abeliet 
under  it? 

Can  it  appear  to  the  Committee  of  trifling  im- 
portance, thai  military  oSceri  should  feci  the 
restraining  hand  of  the  civil  goreinmflnl,  evea 
under  circuinitaneea  of  great  difficulty  and  sUoag 
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proToeatton  7  Does  it  item  favorable  to  the  peace 
of  ibe  couBiry,  oi  eren  compatible  with  it,  that 
a  General,  tm  a  diilaot  froaiier,  with  his  efe  io- 
lentlf  fixed  npon  a  valuable  proviace,  which  bis 
aims  cat)  orerran,  shall  decide  for  bimaelf  and 
hia  GoverDmeot  what  acts  shall  be  ■nffieieoi  to 
make  a  foreign  Power  aa  associate  in  a  war 
afainst  us  7 

These  acts  may  furnish  a  strong  reaioD  for 

Tisitiag  with  war  (be  DalioD,  pfofcasiii^  DeuiralU^ , 

which  is  guiltr  itf  them.    But  bow  far  eveo  this 

aaiociation  will  induce  you  to  engage  in  war,  is 

a  ouestion  for  the  war-making  piower.    Unless  ii 

take  the  shape  of  iovesion,  tcinal  or  imminent, 

even  the  Bovoteigotf  of  a  State,  under  our  Cod- 

'        sliiution,  cannot  punish  it.    Who  does  Dot  know 

'.        that  considerable  and  coalioued  aids,  both  in  men 

and  moaey,  have  ofieo  been  given  by  Powers 

'        who  have  been  allowed  to  continue  at  peace  to 

[        (he  end  of  the  ceoieil  1  The  Oovemmeat  of  the 

'        injured  natioa  has,  in  these  instances,  chosen  the 

'        policy  of  peace,  not  the  richt  of  war,  and  their 

J       Oenerals  have  followed  the  orders  of  their  Oov- 


But  (he  violation  of  the  orders  of  the  Execu- 
tive QoveinmeDl  by  Genera)  Jackson  would  not, 
in  bis  opiaioB,  Mr.  L.  said,  form  a  case  which 
would  require  the  iDteiposiiion  of  the  House,  if 
it  bad  Dot  been  combined  with  the  assumption  of 

Siwers  belonging  aeiiher  to  the  President  nor  the 
eueral.  It  seemed,  indeed,  to  be  thought  by  (he 


rs  of  the  resolutions,  that,  in  JependeoUy  of 
'       or  powers  of  the  President,  the  com- 


mandiag  Qeoeral,  as  an  aitiibute  of  hi , 

bad  the  right  to  attack  the  Spanish  fort  under 
the  eircumstanceB  in  which  be  acted.  The  argu- 
laeBl  would  not  avail,  unless  he  had  a  right  not 
only  to  do  ii  without  ordeis  but  against  them. 
Let  this  objeciioD  be  waived,  and  those  which 
had  been  used  to  show  that  the  President  had  no 
Dower  to  anihorize,  proved  equally  that  Oesersl 
laolwMi  had  none  to  make  the  capture.  The 
right  of  a  Geoeial  to  occupy  the  territory  of  a 
nation  at  peace,  must  be  such  u  ji  calculated  to 
prevent  injury,  aot  lo  punish  ii— muM  be  exer- 
cited.  not  in  reseuttneni  of  the  conduct  which 
bad  been  pursued,  but  with  a  view  lo  security 
against  that  which  the  offendiag  partT  waa  at  (he 
time  pursuing.  GcBeral  Jackson  could  derive  no 
right  to  the  occupation  «f  the  Spantab  forts,  be- 
cause they  had  been  converted  into  inatrements 
of  hostility,  aoteBs  tbey  wtre  so  employed  at  the 
lime  of  his  occupation,  or  with  the  sirougeet  evi- 
dence that  they  would  be  so  employed.  He  bad 
rested  his  juslifieaiion  upon  the  principle  of  self- 
defcuce,  and  if  by  this  be  meant  thai  the  occnpa- 
tioa  of  the  Spanish  fotts  was  naocssary  to  the 
safely  of  hie  army,  it  was  equally  imposaible  to 
deny  the  arinciple  or  to  admit  the  fact.  He 
uieed  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
BABBOOa,)  that  it  migh(  be  necessary  to  the  safety 
of  an  army  that  a  position  should  be  occupied  in 
a  ncBtral  State,  and  that  the  Qeaeral  would,  in 
this  case,  be  justified  in  seiiine  it,  nor  would  the 
act  be  war.  That  gentleman  had  himself  admit- 
ted that  there  was  no  saeh  neecesiiy  for  the 


oeenpaiion  of  Fensacola.  If  we  must  allow,  upon 
his  authority,  that  necrsslty  has  degrees,  at  least 
the  range  of  the  scale  must  be  a  smalt  one  |  and 
a  slight  conveuiFQce  can  hardly  be  construed  ' 
into  any  necessity.  The  quotation  which  his 
friend  from  Virginia  had  made  from  Vaiiel,  suffi- 
ciently explained  the  character  of  that  necessity 
which  would  justify  an  army  In  taking  the  ter- 
ritory, as  it  would individuets  in  Caking  the  prop- 
erty which  did  not  belong  to  them,  "lest  they 
perish."  Bat,  in  the  recital  of  Ibe  different  mo- 
tives which  induced  General  Jackson  to  occupy 
the  SpAoish  forts,  we  find  them  all  of  two  classes 
—past  injuries  and  future  convenience.  Gentle- 
men might  say  that  it  was  difficult  precisely  lo 
determine  how  strong  must  be  the  urgency  of 
Ibe  occasion  which  would  justify  the  seizure  of  a 
neutral  fort.  The  capture  of  Copenhagen  by 
Bnglaad  had  been  freqneaily  adverted  to  in  the 
debate.  -He  was  sure  (hat  we  should  not  adopt  a 
system  of  morality  more  loose  than  that  which 
was  avowed  by  the  ministry  who  planned  that 
expeditioD.  Necessity  was  their  alleged  jusrtifi- 
eation,  but,  to  constitute  this  necessity,  tbey  ad- 
mitted three  conditions  lo  be  essential— ih at  (he 
enemy  meant  to  attack,  that  the  neutral  could 
not  or  would  defend  his  territory,  and  that  its  oc- 
oupaiion  would  be  (not  injurious  to  the  prosper* 
iiy,  but)  dangerous  to  the  very  existence  of  the 
country.  The  war-makiag  power  belonged  in 
England  to  that  branch  of  the  Government  whieh 
bad  directed  Ibe  expediiion.  The  civil  iutisdlc* 
tion  of  the  town,  after  it  was  laheo,  was  left  with 
the  officers  of  the  Danish  Govemmeat.  He  did 
not  mean  (o  extenuate  the  act.  Wise  luen  coiH 
demned,  and  ^od  men  reprobated  it.  Infinitely 
better  would  it  have  been  for  Kogland,  before 
whose  naval  power  that  of  Spain,  France,  and 
Holland,  had  been  dissipated,  to  have  taken  (he 
Danish  fleet  from  an  enemy  rather  Iban  a  friend. 
But  the  grounds  on  whieh  the  act  was  defended, 
contain  tne  admission  of  a  ministry  as  little  ecm* 
palous  as  any  which  England  has  ever  had,  as  to 
Ibe  principles  which  oueht  to  have  regulated 
their  conduct,  whether  3>ey  did  so  or  not.  It 
cannot  be  a  false  and  fastidious  delicacy  which 
exacts  that  the  necessity  must  be  as  strong  to 
justify  the  occupation  of  neutral  territory  by  an 
American  General  as  by  the  British  Crown. 
WonU  the  Committee  inquire  whether  the  three 
conditions  combined  to  justify  the  capture  of 
Pensaeolal  Did  General  Jackson  know  that  the 
Indians  intended  to  take  ill  Beaten,  dispersed, 
desperate,  tbey  had  no  plan  beyond  that  of  per- 
sonal escape.  Did  he  know  that  the  Spaniards 
could  not  or  would  not  defend  it7  There  was 
no  proof  of  this,  even  in  the  case  of  8l.  Marks, 
at  the  time  of  its  capture,  except  it  were  the  leitet 
of  the  Governor,  who  speaks  of  an  attack  by  In- 
dians "as  an  unforeseen  event,"  an  improbable, 
therefore,  if  a  possible  one.  There  was  no  prob- 
ability that  the  Indians  would  have  taken  these 
forts  tf  we  had  not;  but  if  (hey  had,  will  the 
Committee  say  that  the  safety  of  the  army  or  tha 
nation  would  have  been  endangered  by  it?  If 
they  had  been  the  GibraUars  or  the  new  world, 
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woold  lhe)r  hare  been  impresoable  when  defend 
ed  by  lodiaa  eogiaeersT  These  Indians  might 
have  been  forniidBble  in  their  futneuci  and 
woods;  to  have  crowded  ihem  into  a  fort,  woald 
have  been  to  hare  prepared  the  way  to  their  cer- 
tain and  ea*r  deetruction.  They  wonld  not  have 
bran  (O  entrapped.  Bat  the  gentleman  from  Een- 
inckf  (Mr.  Andebsoh)  Bapposes  it  it  reason 
enough  to  take  a  neutral  territory,  (a  hillock  or  a 
town.)  that  tbe  enemy  will  do  it  if  you  do  not 
Mr.  L.  heard  tach  opinion*  with  much  regret 
Oar  uitural  attitude  was  that  of  a  neutral  Power 
—oar  eoDsisieot  and  peraevering  policy  had  bitb- 
•tlo  been  to  support  the  rights  of  neatnl  Powers. 
How  Mrong  have  been  the  denunciations  against 
the  Qovernments  of  Europe  who  hare  aneoted 
to  consider  themselvea  as  justified  in  invading  the 
(fghls  of  neutrals,  because  they  had  been  invaded 
by  their  enemy  1  But  the  present  doctrine  is 
that,  not  of  retaliating  an  invasion  of  neutral 
right,  bulof  aaiioipatiogit;  it  subjects  to capinre 
■  ship  or  a  fort,  not  because  an  enemy  had  taken 
it,  bat  beoauae  perhaps  be  may  take  it.  There 
wasa  reason  assigned  for  the  occupation  of  Pen- 
aacota,  of  which  he  should  have  said  nothing,  if 
it  had  appeared  only  in  the  commnni  cat  Ions'  of 
the  Ocneral.  Bat  tbe  threat  of  the  Spanish  Oov- 
einor  had  been  considered  br  th«  oppoiera  of  the 
resolution,  and  parijculatly  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Bhitb,)  aa  rendering  the  attack 
wkiohfollowedabsolntelyanavoidabre.  He  could 
out  believe  that  Qeneral  Jackson  himself,  in  the 
moment  of  irritation,  would  have  represented  this 
threat  as  affording  a  justificatian  ror  the  attack 
of  PeniBcota,  if  he  had  not  supposed  that  he  had 
other  and  better  reasons  for  the  act.  But  there 
wu  some  ground  for  alarm  to  those  who  loved 
pence,  and  wished  the  Qovarnment  to  be  the 
master  of  its  own  policy,  in  the  deliberate  expres- 
sion of  an  opinion  by  a  national  reproenialive, 
thai  an  Insulting  letter  from  a  foreign -lo  an 
American  offieer  mast  be  resented  by  invasion 
and  war.  It  was  with  iheTesourees  of  the  coun- 
try that  this  game  of  chivalry  was  to  be  played. 
They  were  not  plaeed  at  the  dispoiition  of  tbe 
Oovernment  with  sbcIi  a  view.  On  the  whole, 
Ur.  L.  said,  he  considered  ii  verr  clear  that  there 
was  no  military  necessiiy  for  tne  occnpation  of 
St.  Marks  or  Pentacola.  Beasons  of  political  ex- 
pediency and  military  con  venienceihere  certainly 
were,  and  the  correapcndenee  of  Oeneral  Jackson 
showed  that  ha  had  been  attentive  to  both  of 
these.  They  were  reasons  which,  by  the  Com 
intjoo,  could  pTodnee  their  proper  effect  only 
upon  the  Lerislatnrc  of  ihe  Union.  But,  if  the 
attack  upon  Pensacola  was  the  assumption  of  an 
unconsiiiviional  power,  oaght  the  House  to  de> 
clare  iu  disapprobation  of  the  actl  Some  ceo- 
tlcmen  even  doubted  its  right  to  do  so,  as  if  the 
right  to  a  free  expression  of  its  opinion  on  mat- 
ter* connected  with  its  powers  and  duties,  were 
not  neeessanr  in  every  department  of  a  free  Gov- 
ernment. This  consErvalory  power  could  not  be 
denied  to  the  Executive  or  the  judges,  and  it  was 
equally  necesaary  to  the  Leg  is  I  atari. 
Bu  what  oecaaoB,  it  haa  been  said,  is  there  to 


do  anything  on  the  snbjecti  Hone]  if  Oeaeral 
Jackson  did  not  exceed  the  powers  with  which 
he  was  intrasted ;  but  if  be  exerted  one  of  the 
highest  prertwalives  of  Government  which  ii 
confined  lono  less  auiborily  than  the  entire  Leaii- 
lalura  of  the  county,  are  we  willing  to  employ 
our  own  powers  when  we  think  it  right,  and 
when  we  do  not  to  let  anybody  else  asmne 
them  t  The  character  of  General  Jacksoa  is  said 

be  implicated  in  tbe  vote  which  is  proposed. 
Tbe  opinion  of  the  world  and  of  posterity  will 
not  be  affected  by  that  vote.  There  is  noibii^ 
in  the  fact  ot  the  resoiation  to  impeach  his  milt* 
tary  glory  or  his  patriotism.  But  the  character 
of  the  coufiirjr  does  not  depend  alene  upon  it* 
military  exploit*.  lis  civil  institutions,  its  liberty 
and  laws,  ate  element*  of  the  national  reputation 
qnite  as  valuable.  To  suppress  our  disapproba- 
tion, if  it  were  merited,  wonld  not  raise  the  cbnr- 
aotet  of  General  Jackson,  but  would  impnir  onr 
own. 

He  could,  indeed,  suppose  cases  where  power 
not  given  by  the  Conslttniion  might  be  asanmed 
by  an  Executive  officer  rightly  and  necessarily; 
but  he  could  suppose  none  in  which  this  assump- 
tion should  be  rassedover  in  silent  acquiescence. 
Indemnity  miglit  be  extended  to  tbe  officer  and 
justiBeation  to  the  act,  but  the  absolute  necessiiy, 
which  could  alone  furnish  that  justiffcaiioo, 
should  be  recorded  by  the  vigilant  guardians  of 
tbe  Constitution. 

He  should  therefore  vote  without  heaitatioB 


of  the  other  resoluiionsi  his  views  differed 

from  those  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  AtUy 
cooonrred  in  that  of  which  he  had  been  speaking 
hitherto. 

As  t»  the  condemnation  of  Ambrister,  he  ba- 
lieved,  that  the  power  of  military  ezecntion  was 
inscparaUy  connected  with  that  of  directing  the 
military  force  of  the  State  against  an  enemy. 
That  enemy  most  be  attacked.  Who  has  the 
power  of  receiving  ihelr  capitulation  or  surren- 
der? of  admitting  them  into  the  peace  of  the 
conntry  ?  Not  onl^  tbe  Dsages  of  war,  bni  the 
principles  of  hnmanityand  virtue,  require  that  the 
unre*i*tins  enemy  should  be  spared  in  geaetnl; 
bat  ibis  obligation  of  mercy  is  not  uDiveraaL  It 
is  not  held  to  extend  to  those  who  have  broken 
their  parole  ;  nor,  by  a  much  stronger  reason,  to 
those  who  make  of  war  an  mdiacttminate  mas- 
sacre. The  right  of  military  exeenlion  was,  in- 
deed, at  least  as  easily  to  be  deduced  from  first 
K incites,  as  that  Of  execution  for  civil  crime*, 
neither  case  waawanlon  severity  to  be  justified. 
The  Executive  Magistrate  must  decide  whether 
mercy  can  be  safely  extended  to  the  obdurate 
offender  aninst  municipal  law,  anfl  the  com- 
manding General,  whether  quarter  can  be  put- 
dentljr  given  to  the  savage,  who  himself  does  ant 
{;ive  It.  He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  eDcage 
in  the  srenmeot  upon  this  topic,  which  had  Seen 
very  folfy  discussed,  but  merely  to  stsie  tbe 
opinion  that,  in  ordering  the  execution  of  Am- 
hrister,  against  the  advice  of  a  council  which  be 
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bia  milkirr  ftotboiitr,  altboi^h  he  had  indeed 
■Momed  B  aiffh  rfprntUahij. 

Tha  caM  of  Atbattwot  appeared  to  him  differ- 
«nt  in  ill  prioeiplM.  He  did  not  tee  bow  the 
rig^Xof  miliiarr  execDiloii  coold  be  applied  to 
■Bjr  mill,  vho  was  foond  nodet  the  protection  of 
s  Datlon  with  which  we  were  at  peace.  He  sap- 
posed  it  restricted  to  enemies  laken  in  war,  aod 
limited  both  in  time  end  place.  Wbetber  our 
occupation  of  St.  Marks  were  frieodlf  or  hostile, 
be  did  not  andenland  how  its  inhabitants,  whe- 
ther combaiaati  or  not,  had  twcome  aobject  to 
mititary  esecntion.  Nor,  though  il  were  true, 
Ibat  aa  atrocioas  crime  would  otherwise  bam 
gone  UDpunisbed,  did  be  admit  that  a  militaif 
Uibniiai  should  be  caJled  in  whenever  it  mar  ^ 
feared   that  jaaliee  would  otherwise   be  ditap- 

Ciaied  of  ila  riotim.  Mr.  L.  said,  ibat  be  bad 
u  siniek  with  the  ladiftranca  which  had  been 
iuphijti  throofhoui  the  ailment  to  wbat  he 
deemed  most  imporiaot  priociple*  of  aational 
law  t  that  the  jaradietion  of  Crimea  shall  be  con- 
fined to  tha  aaiioD  ia  which  thej  are  committed, 
Xttd  tbal  the  GorernmeDt  which  ia  injored  must 
obtain  iu  redress  from  the  nalion  which  pemiis 
theiB  to  paaa  napnnisbed.  He  knew  no  State 
morfi  intereatcd  io  the  tnaintenaaee  of  these  prin* 
eiplet  than  the  United  Stales.  Tbey  were,  Id* 
deed,  oeeeisaty  to  the  iodepeadence  of  all  na- 
tioaa. 

He  bad  iatended  to  hare  giren  to  this  subject 
the  fullest  examination  which  he  waa  able.  He 
aonaidcred  the  astnmplion  of  Jarisdietioa  in  the 
enae  of  Arbuihnot  as  ettoaeous  and  dangeroosj 
bni,  while  be  belieVed  that  ibe  court  had  no  jn- 
rUaietioD  to  trjr  thectime,Dor  the  Qeneral  aoihor- 
iiy  to  punish  witbant  a  trial,  bis  reflfciions  had 
led  him  to  the  eonclaston,  that  the  mistake  of  the 
court  and  Qeneral,  as  to  their  powers,  oozht  not 
to  be  mixed  with  the  mora  important  subject  of 
eomplaiar,  which  wa*  afforded  if  the  assumption 
«t  one  of  the  highest  powers  of  the  Coogresa  of 
the  United  States— with  the  right  of  maktog  war. 
He  had  therefore  determined  to  cenSne  his  argu- 
ment to  the  reeolution  tespecliog  Pensacola  and 
Si.  Mark*,  and  he  should  be  glad  if  the  vote  of 
the  Hooae  could  be  limited  to  the  same  object 

Mr.  L.  aald  Ihat  he  should  not  rote  for  either 
of  the  billa  which  il  was  proposed  to  bring  in. 
For  tha  bill,  which  reqtiired  the  sanction  of  the 
Prctideoi,  in  time  of  Indian  war,  to  the  cieeniion 
of  a  captive,  be  objeeted,  bccanse,  if  ihia  power 
ahonld  be  lodged  in  nn  Execniira  offieer  at  all, 
in  what  o£Se«r  it  sbonld  be  lodged  moat  depend 
Dpon  eonsideraticHia  oaljr  of  expedieoc)r;  and  it 
waa  neeeaaary  to  its  prompt  and  usefnl  exercise, 
Ihat  the  decialon  of  the  Oeneral  should  not  wait 
upon  that  of  the  President. 

Where  the  troops  of  the  United  States  cannot 
be  marched  beyond  our  boundary  without  com- 
miuing  an  act  of  war  agaioH  a  nation  with  which 
we  are  at  peace,  be  beliered  that  the  Cooslttn- 
tioo  now  pr<^ibita  their  march,  unless  by  ibe 
aubority  of  Congreti;  Ur.  L.  bad  no  faith  in 
the  benefiu  of  the  aoppleinenUry  law  which  wne 


proposed.  Bat  there  mi^t  be  many  eases  in 
wbteh  troops  might  be  properly  marched  beyond 
the  Uoilea  Slates  wiihont  commencing  war; 
either  where  war  had  been  made  against  us  by 
another  nation,  or  where  a  territory,  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, was  abaodoned  by  it*  Goreromeni.  He 
could  not  willingly  add  to  the  erils  of  an  act 
whicb  he  deeply  regretted,  by  making  it  the  oc- 

sion  of  an  improTideol  law. 

Mr.  H.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  oppo- 
sition [o  the  report  and  reiolaiions;  and  had  spoke 
but  a  short  time,  when,  having  giren  way  for  a 
motion  to  that  e&ec^  the  Committee  rose,  re- 
ported progtesa,  and  obtained  leave  lo  tit  again. 

MoNDAT,  February  1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mann,  a  committee  waa 
appointed  to  inquire  into  ibe  eipedieacy  of 
nmendingan  act  pawed  the  4th  day  of  April, 
1818,  enuiled  "An  act  supplemenUry  lo  the  act, 
entitled  'An  aet  lo  aulhonae  the  State  of  Ten« 
nessee  to  issue  crania  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  lo  settle  the  claims 
to  the  vaeant  and  unappropriated  lands  witbin 
Ibe  same,'"  passed  the  i8lh  of  April,  1806,  with 
leave  lo  report  by  hill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Minn,  WiLLUMa  of  Norib  Carolina,  Joit aa,  Sb'T- 
TLE,  and  TiTLOS,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  SpEixiB  laid  before  ibe  House  a  lettei 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
sundry  papers  having  relation  to  the  subject  oT 
the  resolotion  adopted  by  Ibis  House  on  the  26lh 
ultimo,  respecting  the  deslrnctiou  of  the  Negro 
Fort  inEaslFlorida,in  Ibe  month  of  July,  1816; 
which  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rnai,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from 
the  House,  reported,  from  the  Commitloe  of  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Benjamin  Simmons,  (a  ease  which  the 
committee  heretofore  reported  against^  but  which 
was  reversed  by  the  House,  and  is  a  claim  nnder 
an  allegedeoDlract,  for  services  rendered  as  wagon 
master  in  the  Revolutionary  war.) 

The  bill  having  beeti  read,  Mr.  Rhba  moved 
that  the  bill  be  rejected,  on  the  ground  that  the 
claim  was  in  itself  ttojusi,  and,  if  just,  the  amount 
allowed  was  mote  than  the  claim  jusiiQed. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hubbahd; 
nod,  after  some  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the 
claim,  the  motion  to  reject  it  was  negatived,  and 
the  bill  was  again  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BiBBouH  then  made  an  attempt  to 

have  the  claim  of Porter  committed  to  the 

same  committee,  as  being  an  analogous  case;  but 
Ihat  claim  having  been  already  definitively  de- 
cided by  the  Hooae,  in  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  against  it,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  B.  waa  decided  to  b«  not  in  order. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  SraKOin  anbmilted  the  following  resola- 
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bbd,  Tlwt  the  8«ct>Ut7  of  the  Tr«tMn'  iball  eaoM 
^  Um  pablic  depoailei  in  tke  Bulk  of  tb»  UiuMd 
SUtw,  and  it*  wnnl  officM  of  diicoBBt  and  depoitU, 
to  he  wilbdlBwa,  on  the  Gnt  day  of  Jnlj  nut ;  Ibat 
sftei  the  aaid  day,  the  bitla  or  noui  of  the  laid  coipo- 
ntion  ahall  no  loogei  be  rswivable  in  any  paymenta 
10  the  United  Stale* ;  and  (he  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  Statea  ahaU,  on  that  day,  or  aa  aoon  there- 
after a*  may  be,  came  a  Mcire  fadai  to  be  aued  out  in 
conformity  to  the  protiiioni  of  the  "Act  to  incorpo^ 
raU  the  aubscriben  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatei," 
oaOiag  upon  the  aaid  corporation  to  ahow  canae  why 
ill  charter  ahanU  not  ba  dadared  Ibifeiled ;  unleai  the 
■■id  eoqiontion  ahall,  by  a  legal  act  to  be  deliTcred  to 
and  ap|iM*«d  I^  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  be  by 
him  tranamilted  to  Congreaa,  at  the  neit  aaadon 
thereof  declare  ita  aaaent  to  the  foUoiring  propoai- 
tiont,  on  or  befitra  Iha  aaid  £rat  day  of  Jnly  next,  y'a : 
laL  That  Congreea  may  by  law  pratide  audi  meana 
ai  may  be  neceaiatT  to  anforce  the  flnt  fkindanental 
ar^e  of  Iha  «aii  dtaiter,  reapeetlnf  the  rif  ht  of  vw- 
ting  fin  diteetora,  and  nitieolarly  to  prsTide  that 
trwuftra  of  atock,  ahalT  alwaja  be  made  to  the  real 

In  the  owna^  who  ahall  alwaya  be  named  in  euoh 
tMnafa;  Ihalitoaktball  alwaye  be  deemed  to  betong 
to  the  penon  or  peiaon*  in  wluae  nana  it  may  ataad, 
or  for  whoae  uae  it  may  be  declared  in  tha  cwtifioate 
V>  be  held,  and  that  no  evidence  whatenr  ahall  be  re- 
ceived in  any  coiut  to  contradict  or  explain  the  cerli- 
ficateaofonneftbip. 

Sd.  That  Congreai  may  proiida  for  the  redactiao  of 
the  capital  atock  of  the  bank,  in  a  jnit  and  equal  pro- 
portion by  the  alockholdera  thereof,  when  convened  in 
a  general  meeting. 

3d.  That  the  power  of  removing  any  director  for 
miacondnet,  may  be  veatad  in  the  Prerident  of  the 
United  Statea. 

4th.  That  the  bank  may  parchaae  not  exceeding 
five  niiUionB  of  doUara  of  the  mnded  debt  of  the  United 
StMsa,  and  may  hold  the  aame  without  being  eobject 
to  redemption,  unfena  conaented  to  by  it,  untU  the 
lime  or  timea  ipecilSfld  in  the  certificatea  theivoC 

Sthi  That  no  by-law  of  the  corporation  riiall  ex- 
clude Ihe  diteetora  appointed  by  the  OoTemmeot  from 
a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  concern*  of  the  bank,  and 
of  tbe  aecounta  of  every  penon  dealing  with  it,  and 
that  the  aaaent  of  at  leaat  one  public  director  ahall  be 
neeeaaary  to  allow  any  dianount,  and  to  render  valid 
aveij  act  of  the  board  of  director*. 

etb.  That  (he  piovjiion  in  the  Mcond  fundamental 
article,  prohibiting  any  director  from  holding  hia  office 
more  than  three  yean,  out  of  four  in  ancceiaion,  may 
be  modified  or  repealed  by  Congrew. 

Tlh.  Ko  diaocunt  ahall  in  any  caae  be  mtkde  by  the 
bank  at  Philaddphia,  or  by  any  office,  without  the 
ooDaent  of  at  leaat  four  dlrec(On  of  Ihe  bank  or  of  the 
office,  a*  the  caae  may  be. 

8th.  Congren  may  anthoriie  tbe  bank  to  deal  and 
tittde  in  other  things  than  thoie  enumented  in  the 
ninth  filndamental  attide,  (O  br  aa  to  receive  pledge* 
of  it*  own  atock  and  of  Ihe  funded  debt  of  Ihe  United 
Statea  in  aMuiity  fin  htana,  and  to  aell  anob  pledgee 
on  a  forfisilnre  thareot 

Sth.  That  peraon*  holding  *tock  upon  which  any 
inatalment  shall  have  been  paid  by  the  proceeda  of 
notea  diaconnted,  ahall  be  compelled  gradually,  and  aa 
aoon  aa  citCBmitanoea  will  adm^  to  pay  tha  fiill 
aaeuMt  nf  vtA.  iartidment  in  coin,  or  in  win  ud 


ter,  and  BO  dividend  of  praAtaM 

Block,  until  the  aaid  payBesI  ia  comriaud. 

lOlh.  Th«t*heBM»tai7of  1^  TteMtur  ahall  be 
pennittad  at  any  time,  eilMr  Inpaiaon  Otbyan^w^ 
«o  be  appointed  by  him,  to  inq^ecl  all  tbe  book^  u^ 
pera,  correapondence,  mimilw.  and  rnir*tdiii|a  nf  fta 
board  of  directoca  ofthe  bank,aod  of  allita  offiiaaud 
of  all  their  officera. 

Ilth.  That  Congres*  may  extend  the  time  for  the 

riyment  of  the  whole,   or  any  part  of  the  aum  of 
1,600,000,  reqairad  U  ba  paid  by  the  30th  aection  of 
Ihe  charter. 

I2th.  That  a  tdrifaeia*  may  be  iaaued  out  of  any 
circuit  cotirt  in  ttie  Unit^  State*  in  the  caaee  stated 
in  the  charter ;  and  whenever  it  ahall  be  Isaned  out  of 
any  court  than  the  drcnit  onut  of  Pennaylvaiiia, 
«wom  oopiee  of  the  booka  and  paper*  of  tbe  b^k 
Aall  ba  raceived  aa  etideoca  InateaJ  of  tbe  origiMab. 

Tha  fcregaing  proviaiona,  or  any  of  Aem,  mtf,  *t 
any  time,  ba  enactwl  into  a  law  cH  lawa  by  CongM— , 
a&d  ahall  Iherenpon  bacama  a  part  of  the  chaMat  oi' 
the  bok. 

ThereMluiion  b*riD(bee«  (ead,atkd  thaquca- 
tion  staled  whetbci  the  Hoitsfl  wonld  now  coo- 
Mr.  Sfbnckb,  with  the  view  of  Kmovijig  ftny 
objeetion  which  might  be  fell  to  the  cooaidfc- 
aiion  of  Ihe  motion,  itaied  that  it  wu  not  dow 
bis  wish  to  go  JDio  a  discuasion  of  it,  but  OBl)rto 
be  enabled  lo  have  it  referred  to  the  ComniillM 
of  the  Whole  House,  lo  igrhieh  bad  been  coof 
milled  the  report  coBceroing  the  maotgemeiM  of 
the  bank. 

Mr.  Ttleb  asked  leave  to  make  one  remark. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  consider  the 
rceoluiioa,  that  it  might  take  the  courae  euggeal- 
ed  by  the  mover,  and  have  a  full  and  fair  dlscaa- 
aion.  He  wislKd  ibai  every  member  might  have 
an  Dpportnniiy  of  exhibiting  his  views,  and  that 
the  Hoube  might  make  ita  noal  decitfon  with  all 
the  light*  to  be  derived  from  deliberate  diiena- 
atOD  and  maiure  tefleeltoQ;  but  he  would  hen 
say,  thai,  whenever  the  question  on  the  adoption 
of  ihiE  molioD  should  be  preaeaied  lo  him,  he 
■hould  be  obliged  to  vote  for  its  rejection,  under 
Ihe  hope  that  the  House  would,  in  prefercaee, 
direct  a  idrtfaciat  lo  be  forthwith  issued. 

The  Hoiiee  baring  agreed  lo  coasider  the  re- 
eoluiion — 

Mr.  Sp£nobb  moved  that  ii  be  commitled  to 
ibe  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  etaie 
of  the  Uitian,  to  which  was  referred  the  report 
of  tbe  coBimiitee  appoinied  lo  invesiimte  the 
management  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JoHNeox,  of  Viigiaia,  hoped  the  resolation 
would  not  be  committed,  but  that  it  would  be 
laid  on  Ihe  table.  He  hoped  the  <}aealioa  would 
be  fully  mel ;  and  il  had  been  bis  intention,  if  no 
othet  member  should  do  so,  lo  move  to  iaatrael 
the  Commiliee  aq  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  charter  of  the  banL  Tiie  petient, 
Mr.  J.  said,  was  too  far  gone  to  be  recovered ) 
expedients  were  useless,  a*  disiolation  was  iaev- 
iiable,  and  U  was  better  to  meel  the  qoeaiion  at 
once.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  this  rasoloiion 
on  the  table. 
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ik.  fipBKOiB  «u  u  willia;  u  uy  dm  tn 
mMt  tlM  qnestioB  fulljr.  and  to  gira  the  «ubj«ot 
%  ftir  aod  ampU  dneOHioD  ;  and  be  ibougbt  (be 
coBTM  be  propoMd  tD  giv*  ihfl  reaolntion  vrai 
tlie  bcai  w«r  u  afibrd  it  a  fall  eoBiidentioo,  b«- 
eann  iha  report  waa  almdr  commiilcd,  bds,  by 
referTinff  hi*  renlntioD  Eo  tbe  aame  commitlee, 
ttia  whole  lobjecl  would  be  prcaeoled  for  dricus- 
aoD,  &e.  He  would,  bowerer,  give  way  lo  the 
contH  moT*d  by  Mr.  Josnson,  aud  convent ' 


SEMINOLE  WAR. 

Tbe  Honse  then  aafa  lesolred  ilnlf  into  a 
Oommlttee  of  the  miole  oa  tbia  lubjeci,  Mr. 
BABairr  tn  tbe  CbaEr. 

Mr.  H.  NiLaoK  tcaamed  the  reoatke  which 
ba  conmeBoad  on  Saiarday,  and  spoke  aboai 
tirohosra  la  oppoaiiioD  lo  thereaoliitioBB  ofceo- 
firre. 

Mr.  Ttlib,  of  Viignia.  laid,  that  be  owed  an 
apoloffjr  to  tbe  Comnittee  for  risiagr  at  so  lata  a 
period  of  the  debate  toaddreta  it.  He  proposed  to 
preaeatBTarybriefakeiehoflheriewt  be  had  taken 
OR  tbia  inlereattDg  aabjeet.  At  the  onset.  I  olote 
in,  Mr.  ChairnaD,  wiib  the  poeiiion  laiil  down 
by  tbe  genilemaa  wbo  baa  Joat  addreated  yon, 
(Mr.  Nbi^sof)  and  aay,  that,  howerer  great  may 
ntre  been  the  aertieea  of  General  Jackmin,  I  can- 
not convent  to  weigh  iboae  aerrtces  against  the 
Comtiimioa  of  the  land.  Other  gentlemen  will, 
DO  doubt,  yield  ■«  tbe  correcinaea  of  this  position. 
Your  liberties  eannoi  be  preserred  by  the  fame 
of  any  man.    The  triumph  of  the  hero  may  awell 


D  be  found  In  the  Coastitution  of  oor  country. 
Sar  tliil  yon  ornameni  iheae  walls  with  the  tro- 
]ri)ie*  of  Tictory — that  the  flags  of  eonquered  na- 
tiona  ware  orer  yoor  head,  what  avails  these 
aymbols  of  your  glory  if  yoor  Convtituiion  be 
deatrovedl  To  this  pillar  then  will  I  clin?. 
Metmrtt,  not  men— and  I  heg  genitemen  lo  recol- 
leot  it,  baa  ever  been  onr  faroriie  motto.  Shall 
we  abandon  It  now  1  Why  do  gentlemen  point  to 
the  serviaes  of  the  hero  in  former  warsi  For  bia 
eoitduet  (here  he  has  received  a  BalioQ*a  plaudits, 
and  won  onr  gratiiade.  We  come  to  other  acts. 
If  oar  motto  bejitst,we  muat  look  alone  lu  tbe 
act,  001  the  actor.  It  is  only  then  that  we  shall 
jndge  correctly.  A  Repnblio,  sir,  sboold  subati' 
tnte  the  Roman  Manilas,  and  disapprove  the 
conduct  of  her  dearest  son,  if  that  son  has  er ted. 
From  what  quarter  do  you  expect  your  liberties 
to  be  sueeessfully  invaded!  Not  from  the- man 
whom  you  despise ;  against  him  you  are  always 
prepared  to  act— bis  example  will  not  be  danger- 
ofl».  Bnt,  sir,  you  hare  more  to  fear  from  a  na- 
tion's favorite ;  from  bim  whose  path  bat  been  a 
path  of  glory  )  wbo  has  won  your  gratitude  and 
eoafldence— againat  bis  errors  yon  bare  to  guard, 
last  ibey  should  fpow  iota  precedents  and  be* ' 


cone  in  the  end  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  the 
ptecedeni  growing  out  of  the  proceeding  in  this 
eaae  that  I  wish  to  guard  againat.  It  is  tbis  con- 
aidcraiiini,  and  tbia  oaly,  which  will  indoce  me 
to  disapprove  tbe  conduct  of  Oeceral  Jackson. 

Our  sympathies  have  been  appealed  to  in  bia 
behalf.  There  exists  no  cause  for  the  appeal. 
Are  we  about,  by  this  vole,  to  wilber  the  laureU 
which  bloom  on  bis  brow— <o  deprive  him  of 
ehnracler,  of  aiandiug?  No  air,  we  arraign  not 
his  motives.  On  all  bands  it  is  conceded  to  bia 
anpportera.  that  his  motives  were  eotrecL  Did 
wa  insist  that  be  had  inteodedly  violated  the 
Coiutitution  and  the  law,  then  shoutd  we  make 
a  aliarge,  which,  if  sapporled,  would  properly  de- 

grade  oiro  in  tiie  estimation  of  all  good  maa. 
n  wa  make  ito  such  chaig«— we  disapprove 
only  hia  acta.  la  this  a  vote  of  ceaanre  of  ifaa 
odioua  character  which  it  ha*  been  represented  lo 
be?  Censure  implies  bad  moitiev  and  bad  act*. 
Say,  if  yon  please,  that  I  have  shot  my  arrow 
over  tbe  honse  and  wounded  my  brother.  He 
complains  of  my  act,  not  my  intentions,  because 
be  is  aware  tbe y  were  innoeent;  but,  adthoogh 
be  neither  upbraids  nor  eenaures  me,  the  wound 
stiil  fesUra  in  his  side,  la  there  not  even  a  widt 
distinction  between  a  vote  of  censure,  in  the  ob> 
vious  aecepiatioQ  of  tbe  term,  and  a  vote  of  die- 
approval  1  Is  there  anything  noore  common  (baa 
for  an  officer  ordering  a  court  martial  to  disap- 
prove the  sentence  of  the  court,  and  direct  it  lo 
leeonsider  iii  opinion — and  yet,  was  ever  Utah 
disapproval  esteemed  a  censure  on  the  eourit 
An  inferior  court  gives  an  erroueous  opinion; 
an  appeal  is  taken  lo  a  toptrior  Iribanal ;  tbe 
opinion  of  the  inferior  cotir I  ia  reversed — was  snob 
reversal  ever  construed  to  imply  a  censure  on  tbe 
jiidge?  You  differ  from  me  in  opinion.  You 
disapprove  my  premiseaand  (be  deductions  there- 
from. Bir,  was  it  ever  heard  of  before,  that,  tbis 
difference  of  opinion  required  ob  to  regard  each 
other  as  such  objects  of  eensufe,  as  lo  interrupt 
our  harmony  or  mninal  respect  and  confidence  T 
We  do  nothing  here  but  combatlhe  opinions  and 
actions  of  the  General,  and  if  gentlemen  will  have 
il  ao,  of  the  Executive.  Shall  we  be  denied  the 
liberty  of  boldly  and  manfully  expressing  this 
difference  of  sentiment  1  Sir,  I  protest  against 
tbis  slavery  of  the  mind.  Tbe  body  may  be  en- 
chained and  bowed  to  earth,  but  that  ethereal  ee- 
aence  reaiats  your  power  and  acoffa  all  efforta  to 
inthral  it. 

What  are  the  poioisof  difference  arising  nui  of 
ibis  ease  1  Oentlemeojusiiry  tbe  capture  of  8t> 
Marks  on  tbe  plea  of  necessity  ;  we  contend  thai 
no  sneh  necessity  existed ;  and,  believing  so,  we 
disapprove  the  capture.  We  agree,  Id  our  prem- 
ises, that  the  General  would  only  have  been  an- 
thoriied  to  seixe  a  neutral  post,  in  order  either  to 
save  hia  army,  or  to  guard  (he  post  against  the 
imminent  hazard  of  falling  into  the  bands  of  bis 
enemy.  We  call  upon  gentlemen  for  the  proof 
of  the  existence  of  such  necessity,  or  of  snch  dan- 
ger. Tbe  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Peosacola, 
inforaing  General  Jackson  that  the  garrisoa  of 
St.  Uarfci  was  too  weak  to  defend  itself  against 
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ca  hiMiile  aitaek,aDd  thai  th«  eunjr  hid  made 
denonttratioiii  of  an  inicDtion  M  aein  ii,  i*ill 
not  jaitifjr  him  ia  haTiDg  taken  poueMlon  at  lh« 
tine  he  did.  Bafore  he  approached,  the  danger 
had  retired ;  no  force  wa>  befora  it,  Dor  within  a 
cnat  distance  of  it;  not  had  be  mj  enemr  in 
Bia  rear,  and  hit  armf  was  eaiilj  ibrowo  hetween 
the  fori  and  the  foe.    Sir,  eretf  document  on 

J  our  Itble  goei  to  prove  tbat  the  Indians  were 
■feated.  their  forces  broheo,  and  that  ibej  had 
aMght  sWter  and  protection  from  the  rain  and 
deMruetion  which  pure ned  tbem,  id  their  swamps 
and  hiding  places.  An  attack  on  3l  Marks  was, 
therefore,  rendered  improbable.  But  admit,  for 
thenke  ofarf(umeni,  that  this  was  not  the  ease; 
na;,  Mr.  CliairmaDj  to  gire  lo  oar  oppDnenls  Ibe 
sirongeit  of  all  ponible  eaiea,  let  ua  imagiae  the 
Udiani  in  posEession  of  the  fort — wodd  your 
armf  bare  been  in  dangetT  Can anjr geallamaa 
beliere  it?  Sir,did  jroaercr  bearofan  Indian^ 
tuiog  cannon  in  action  ?  Their  aitnation  would, 
indeed,  have  been  ludicrous,  I  inbmit  it,  in  the 
apirit  of  candor,  lo  gentlemen  to  uf ,  if  the  Gen- 
ml  eoald  more  ardentlj  have  wished  for  any 
•rent  than  that  the  enemy  should  have  conceit- 
tented  Ibe  whole  of  hii  forces  at  SL  Marka,  with 
the  settled  determination  of  holding  the  post.  H< 
wanid  hare  been  aaTcd  the  faiigue  of  marching 
further ;  goe  action  would  have  terminated  the 
suffering*  of  hii  army  ;  the  defence  wonid  have 
bten  weak  and  unarailiag,  and  a  new  «park  of 

flory  would  hare  illnniiaed  the  crest  of  the  hero. 
Int  eTeu  this  imaginary  state  of  thing*  would 
hare  presented  a  ea*e  coniemplaied  in  his  order*. 
and,asamilitarv  man,  he  would  hare  been  bound 
to  have  reported  to  the  President  beforE  he  conid 
havailrucK  ablow.  But  wearc  laid  triumphanlly 
by  .honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  Oovernor  of 
St.  Marks  had  violated  his  neutrality  ;  that  he 
aided  and  assisted  the  Indians — furnished  them 
with  muaitions  of  war — nursed  their  wounded, 
and  suffered  them  to  bold  tbeit  councils  nnder 
bis  very  nose.  Beitsoj  1  will  admit  all  thit.  I 
five  to  gentlemen  all  tbey  can  ask.  Nay,  I  will 
go  further,  and  yield  to  them  that  he  was  desti- 
tute of  piineiple,  and  was  a  deadly,  but  secret 
tBetny  of  the  United  States;  what  HiJereoce  can 
be  drawn  from  these  admissions  "i  Why,  sir,  ibal 
he  furnished  you  with  abundant  cause  of  war 
against  Spain.  But  I  demand  to  know  who  was 
anthoTized,  under  the  Constilution,  to  have  de- 
clared the  war,  Congress  or  the  Qeneral  1  To 
this  point  we  must  come  at  lut.  Great  Britain 
gave  you  f  anumerable  causes  of  war ;  she  searched 
your  vesacli— confiscated  your  property — disre- 
garded your  Sag — impreased  your  seamen — and 
made  an  atuck  on  one  of  your  frigates  in  sight 
of  your  coast.  Prance  also  committed  sggres- 
atons  on  you,  of  a  serious  aad  a fflio ting  character ; 
TeL  was  It  ever  dreamed  of  that  your  Commodore 
fiad  a  right  lo  strike  a  blow  before  Congress  gave 
him  authority.  1  pat  you  a  ease  parallel  to  the 
one  1  have  supposed  lo  exist;  Tou  had,  during 
Mr.  Adams's  Administration,  a  quasi  war  wiln 
France.  Did  not  Spain  then  violate  every  obli- 
gation of  neutrality  towaide  you  7    She  aufictad 


French  eooaals,  reaiding  in  ber  aeapivta,  to  grant 
commissions  to  piivateers,  to  prey  on  your  com- 
merce. She  transferred  lo  dtese  eonsils  a  portion 
of  her  tovareignty,  and  permitted  them  londjudi- 
oata  prizes.  Would  you  have  excused  your  na- 
val officer  if  he  had  entered  a  Spantah  port,  cap- 
tured (heir  abippiug,  and  destroy  ad  their  townl 
And  yet  is  not  that  case  as  strong  aa  the  preseat; 
I  implore  you  then,  Mr.  Chairman — I  eupplicaia 
this  Commillee,  in  the  name  of  liberty — m  ibe 
name  of  the  Constitution,  to  beware  bow  liiey 
countenance  a  precedent  of  this  aort.  This  na- 
tion, if  this  precedent  receive  your  sanction,  may 
be  invirived  in  war  withont  the  question  ever  hav- 
ing been  submitted  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
people.  Do  yon  wish  any  fbrlher  tlluatralioa  of 
this  poaittoo  1  Suppose  a  war  to  exist  beiwacn 
us  and  a  nortberii  tribe  of  Indians ;  yonr  arois  are 
victorious — your  enemy  flies,  for  protection,  to  a 
fort  in  Canada ;  tbey  receive  suceor  and  protec- 
tion at  ibe  hands  of  ibe  officer  commanding  took 
fort;  your  QenenI  demands  a  surrender  of  th« 
fort  i  his  demand  is  refiued  ;  be  carries  it  by 
storm,  and  retains  posacision— would  tbe  Qov- 
eraot  of  Canada  submit  in  silence  1  No,  sir— he 
would  send  an  army  to  attack  yon;  the  pride  of 
your  officer  would  not  permit  him  to  treat ;  we 
hare  then  hostile  armies  in  the  field;  the  war 
rages  between  us  and  England,  withont  the  ap> 

Srotution  of  the  coDsiiiuied  autboriLte*.  Tou, 
owerer,  must  soon  become  parlies  in  Iha  war; 
for.  if  you  admit  tbe  right  to  exist  with  the  Qen- 
era!  to  involve  you  in  ir,  you  owe  a  correapoiid- 
ing  duty,  and  must  furnish  him  the  laesDa  of 
waging  It  lo  a  successful  teimination.  Taxes 
must  be  levied  to  carry  it  on;  your  resources 
must  be  developed;  you  will  not  abandon  the 
standard  of  your  country.  ~  And,  sir,  wiiat  pre- 
vented these  consequences  in  the  instance  under 
consideration 7  Nothing  but  the  imbecility  of 
Spain.  And  shall  we  adopt  a  different  rule  of 
conduct  when  a  wesk  naiion  is  concerned,  from 
that  we  would  put  in  practice  against  a  stronj^a 
foimidableoatiott?  Manhood  forbid  it  I  Patriot- 
ism forbid  it !  Valor  avert  ibedeed  I  Hr.  Chair- 
man, the  principles  of  Justice— the  prineiplea  of  . 
your Consiitntion, ara inflexible, immutable ;  tbey 
yield  not  to  lime  or  eireumslanee.  I  appeal  to  iho 
bonor  of  this  Commillee— to  the  oath  whioh  each 
member  ha*  taken,  to  support  the  Constitotion 
of  Ibis  land — lo  guard  and  protect,  not  only  that 
CoDstiiutioD,  thai  honor,  but  tbe  eharactei  of  ihis 
nation  for  justice  and  impartiality. 

The  remarks  which  I  have  made,  relative  to 
ibe  seizure  of  Si.  Marks,  arc  now  strongly  appli- 
cable lo  that  of  PcBsacoia.  It  is  in  vain  you  tell 
me  that  the  Oovernor  was  desitiuie  of  principle- 
had  violaled  bis  nenirality — bad  given  shellario 
a  poor,  miserable,  broken  and  defeated  foe — a  foe. 
who,  like  tbe  hunted  beast  of  the  forest,  had  held 
vou  bni  a  moment  at  bay,  and  was  then  flying  to 
nis  secret  places,  far  from  the  baunts  of  civilized 
man,  to  hide  himself  from  Ibe  desolating  ven- 
geance which  pursued  him.  Sir,  I  carry  yon 
hack  lomy  S rat  position.  Congress,  and  not  the 
Qeneral,  waa  alone  antborizcd  to  maka  war  upoK 
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bim.  Wilt  it  be  raid,  that  aeeeteity,  wbich  jiia- 
lifln  all  things,  aathorized  iti  capture  t  Where 
it  it  to  be  foond.  ladians  retreated  to  the  towD— 
were  in  possesaion  of  ir,  if  gentlemea  will  aik  the 
admisiion.  We  reqairelhst  the  Geoeral  shall 
looli  lo  his  orders.  It  is  ibe  yerj  case  ibey  con- 
template— he  must  report  lo  the  Executive.  Bat 
a  threat  is  made — you  are  hrired  to  four  teeth. 
Tbe  gauntlet  of  defiance  is  thrown — ;oa  are 
threatened  with  in  attack— let  it  come  on.  The 
■loim  has  no  terror  for  the  brave,  dot  can  the 
frown  of  the  Spaniard  sfaahe  ihesoatof  the  hero. 
But  there  was  no  danger  lo  be  apprehended.  The 
OoTCrnor  had  no  force  with  wbich  to  make  the 
mttaek.  My  hooorable  frieod  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Barbour)  in ^radnaiins  the necessitf  of  ihis case, 
■tales,  that  if  the  attack  had  been  made,  Jackson 
would  have  been  jnstiGed  in  seizing  Pensaeola. 
Tme,  hfs  right  to  seize  might  have  existed,  but 
be  could  have  held  It  only  for  a  moment.  The 
awailant  vanquished,  the  Qeneral  would  have 
been  compelled  to  have  returned  lo  him  his  ar- 
mor. Need  I  call  to  tbe  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee the  case  of  the  THpoliian  brig?  Before 
yon  declared  war  against  Tripoli,  one  of  het 
•rmed  Tessels  attacked  one  of  yours— tbe  valor 
of  our  seamen  triumphed— the  brig  satrendered. 
Bat,  tbe  battle  ended,  she  was  immediately  re- 
■lored.  This  proceeding  was  approved  by  that 
friend  of  liberty  and  man,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and,  in 
a  Message  to  Congress,  he  represeoied  the  war 
aa  being  altogether  on  one  side,  and  demanded 
that  our  condition  shoold  be  changed.  This  was 
tbe  course  of  proceeding  in  older  times.  Would 
Ibat  tbe  principles  of  those  limes  could  exist  for- 
ever t  But,  sir,  what  was  Qeneral  Jackson's 
coarse  of  proceeding?  He  did  not  wait  for,  hot 
made  the  attack.  He  seizes  the  post,  enters  into 
terms  of  capitulation  with  the  garrison,  and  sends 
it  off  to  a  Spanish  island  ;  appoints  officers  of 
police — introduces  our  own  laws,  and  makes 
what  he  calls  a  valuable  addition  to  our  territory. 
Sir,  I  appeal  to  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  H. 
Nslsor}  who  has  advised  us  to  read  the  docti- 
ments,  and  who  professes  a  most  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  these  transactions,  to  say,  if  1  have  stated 
KDytbing  but  facts.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot 
imagine  a  more  formidable  inroad  on  the  powers 
of  tbis  House.  The  military  commissions  the 
officers  of  poKee;  the  American  law  prevails; 
Ibe  Spanish  customs  are  disregarded.  Who  has 
done  all  this?  Not  the  Congress  of  the  Cniicd 
States,  but  the  comnaader  of  its  armies.  I  am 
no  apologist  for  Spain;  our  wrongs  arenumeroos 
and  great.  But,  I  will  never  cease  to  protest 
against  this  violation  of  the  Consiitotion.  Bat 
tbe  Keotleman  who  has  just  addressed  you  (Mr. 
H-  NELSON)  urged  that,  in  order  to  protect  your 
frontier,  it  was  necessary  you  should  have  these 
poaia.  That,  but  for  their  occupation, that  fron- 
tier would,  even  now,  in  all  probtbiliiy  be  visited 
by  massacre  and  blood.  And  are  we  prepared  to 
justify  tbis  proceeding  upon  the  plea  of  conve- 
gteDCe;  to  what  con elos ions  will  ibis  lead  as? 
In  prosecoting  a  war  with  the  Turks,  would  not 
thia  aame  plea  Justify  yon,  if  yon  pocteai  the  ' 
Ifith  Cox.  ad  Sbbi.— 30 


power,  in  lalziog  on  Qibraliar?  Tbis  would 
enable  you,  with  little  difficulty,  to  bring  them 
.-  . J  . ^j,  subsequent  rupture. 


Spain;  for,  by  doing  so,  the  commerce  of  tbe 
West  Indies  would  be  placed  at  your  mercy,  and 
their  prosperity  depend  upon  your  will.  And 
yet,  sir,  will  tbe  eentleman  say,  that  one  of  your 
commodores,  without  your  authority,  should  pos- 
sess himself  of  Cuba?  I  again  call  upon  this 
Committee  to  guard  against  the  evils  of  this  pre- 
cedent. I  have  pointed  out  some  few  of  its  con- 
sequences; I  have  argued  this  as  an  abstract 
question  ;  I  have  attempted  to  meet  it  fairly ;  I 
argue  from  the  principles  of  common  sense,  and 
base  myselfupoo  the CoostituiioD  of  mjr  country. 
My  colleague  (Mr.  H.  Nelson)  has  asked  you, 
if  yon  were  disposed  lo  acquit  yourself  from  the 
responsibility  of  these  measures,  after  making  an 
appropriation  lo  carry  on  the  war  agaiost  tbe 
Seminoles.  Sir,  I  will,  with  all  due  deference, 
propose  a  question  to  honorable  gentlemen.  Dia 
not  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
disiinctly  announce,  on  this  floor,  at 
:ssioD,  his  intention  of  submiitiog  Co 
litiee  a  proposition  lo  suthorize  the 
President  of  the  Unitea  Slates  to  take  possession 
of  Florida?  I  understood  it  was  submitted  to 
that  committee,  and  rejected  by  an  unsniDiona 
vote.  [Here  .Mr.  Holmes,  from  Massachusetts 
rose  to  explain  ;  he  said  that  the  proposition  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
la  tions,  at  the  last  session,  but  that  it  had  not  been 
authorized  by  the  President  or  the  House.]  Mr. 
Ttlbr continued.  It  came  from  thechairman— 
he  had  the  right  to  submit  the  propoaiiion.  But 
1  care  aot  from  whence  ii  came.  The  proposi- 
tion was  submitted,  and  was  distinctly  negatived. 
Would  not  this  House  have  done  the  saihe  thing? 
I  heard  no  second  to  the  proposition.  You  would 
not  even  anthorize  the  President  to  seize  on  these 
posts,  and  yet,  when  a  military  officer  does  it,  we 
calmly  fold  our  arms  and  approve  the  act.  Has 
our  course  of  policy  so  suddenly  changed  ?  What 
has  produced  this  change?    A  Sammer  cam- 

Cigo  1  Have  we  more  lights  now  than  we  had 
it  Winter?  Did  you  not  know  then,  as  well 
you  do  now,  the  feelings  of  the  Governor  of 
..^.....1.  . A.  .(.!„  _.,..,-  1    Ug  jjg j  suffered, 


Ibe  las 


Pensaeola  towards  this 

in  our  late  cooSiel  with  England,  an  Eoslish' 
army  to  possess  itself  of  Pensaeola,  and  From 
thence  to  carry  on  hostilities  against  us.  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  in  the  year  1814,  was  compelled  (o 
disposseis  that  enemy.  Sir,  we  had  every  light 
then  which  we  possess  now,  on  this  subject,  and 
we  distinctly  disapproved  of  the  occupation  of 
these  posts. 

TbegenilemanfromVirgloiaj'Mr.  H.Nelboh) 
has  referred  us  to  the  seizure  of  Pensaeola  in  1SI4, 
and  of  Amelia  Island,  by  way  of  justifyinz  these 
proceedings.  Then,  you  fought  against  the  en- 
emy, who  bad  posaessioo  of  the  town.  That  en- 
emy was  beaten  Bod  driven  off,  and  our  victorious 
army  returned  10  our  own  lerrlCory.  The  Spanish 
aaihoriliea    were  not  interfered  with.    Aa  to 
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Amelift  Iilkod,! shall  Dotttopio  inquire  whethei 
iu  oceupalion  was  ri^ht  or  wrong.  If  ii  ataoda 
on  the  nme  fooiJDg  wtih  the  present  case  I  do  not 
befiiate  to  pronounce  it  wrong.  And,  sir,  the 
cireumsiances  of  ils  being  referred  to,  to  justify 
(his  proceedJDg,  proves  the  necessily  of  guarding 
against  evil  precedents.   Id  the  esliroalion  of  thai 

Senlleman,  [hat  precedent  has  already  grown  into 
iw.  Will  you  soffer  this  also  to  become  the 
law  of  tbe  land ;  and,  bf  so  doing,  deliver  your- 
•elvei  up,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  arbitiar; 
caprices  of  the  officers  of  your  army?  I  moat 
deroDlly  piajr  that  such  may  not  be  the  result. 
I  bavB  every  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  that 
army;  but  I  cannot,  will  not,  consent  to  iareit 
ihem  with  powers  conferred  on  Congress  by  the 
Conitiiution. 

As  to  the  remaining  points  of  inquiry,  I  shall 
be  very  brief.  Sir,  my  only  object  is  to  present 
fou  wbat  I  esteem  the  strong  points  of  these 
questions.  I  do  not  wish,  even  if  I  had  the 
power^  to  perplex  jrou  with  subtle  and  ingenious 
leasooiDg.  My  object  is  (o  meet  the  questions 
fairly — to  eoconnter  the  argameots  of  honorable 
gentlemeo  with  such  force  ta  I  can,  and  to  eoa- 
ttibute,  aa  far  aa  mv  humble  talents  will  permit 
me,  in  elucidating 'this  iaterealiog  aubjeci.  If, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  capture  of  St.  Harks  was  ua- 
anihorized,  the  executioo  of  Arbolhnot  mtui  of 
necessity  have  been  so.  Spain  was  a  neutral 
in  the  war.  Her  flag,  tberelbre,  for  he  was  in 
St.  Mtrka,  protected  Arbnthoot  from  your  power. 
This  is  the  principle  for  which  we  have  never 
ceased  to  contend.  The  same  principle  prevails 
on  (he  land  and  on  the  ocean.  If  (his  omid  bad 
been  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel,  aceordiuglo  this 
rule,  one  of  your  tiaval  officers  would  have  bad 
no  tuibotity  to  have  dragged  bim  from  on  board 
(bat  vessel  and  punished  him  with  dettth.  Against 
the  British  practice  of  search  and  impressmeDl, 
our  Qovttament  has  never  ceased  to  protest.  It 
was  the  moat  prominent  cause  of  tha  late  war. 
tVill  von  protest  against  this  practice  when  ob- 
served by  foreign  aationa,  and  shall  we  ailept 
Che  same  practice  in  our  armiea  aud  od  the  high 
seas?  Is  this  to  do  justice?  Out  magDaaimity, 
our  honor,  our  consistency,  are  all  at  stake.  If 
we  cannot  look  to  (his  House  to  preserve  tbeto, 
ia  the  naine  of  Heaven  lo  whom  shall  we  look? 
Sven  against  the  seizure  of  property  protected 
by  a  neutral  flag,  we  have  constantly,  uaceasiagly 
contended.  SEall  tbe  rights  of  persons  be  lasa 
respacied  1  I  beg  of  gentlemen  to  teaollect  Val- 
paraiso. Tbe  Bsiw  ftigate  was  under  tbe  guns 
of  a  Spanish  batterv:  two  English  vessels  at- 
tacked and  captured  her.  Have  we  ft^golten 
the  clamor  wnich  this  pusillanimity  excited 
against  Spain?  Sir,  she  was  represented  eitlier 
»s  hostile  towards  as,  or  so  poor  and  degraded  in 
spirit  as  to  suSer  her  sovereignty  to  be  invaded 
withont  tesisiing  it.  We  have  never  ceased  to 
temoDstiate  aninst  (his  infraction  of  her  neu- 
trality, and,  when  we  enumerate  the  causes  of 
war  against  her,  this  is  never  omitted.  I  demand 
again  to  know  if  we  shall  adopt  a  different  rule 
when  we  ourselves  are  the  aggresiora?    No,  sir. 


1  insist  (hat  justice  u  the  same  eveiywbere,  and 
under  all  circumstances.  Let  her  fiat  be  dooe, 
as  well  for  us  as  against  us. 

Tha  execution  of  Ambriiler  and  the  tvo  Indian 
chiefs  I  consider  equallv  indefenaible.  Although 
tbe  reasooiag  applicable  to  the  case  of  ArbuiU' 
not  is  not  applicable  to  that  of  Ambrister,  ftt  all 
[he  reasons  which  go  lo  show  the  impropriety  of 
the  execution  of  the  latter,  apply  also  lo  the 
former,  1  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  tbe 
court  martial  was  properly  organized  or  proceeded 
with  due  solemnity  and  form.  This  hasatready 
been  sufficiently  canvassed,  and  in  my  esUmstioa 
constitutes  only  a  secoadary  branch  of  inquiry. 
I  reason  from  great  prioeiples  recognised  by  the 
law  of  nations.  That  law  recognises  but  one 
reason  cogent  enough  to  authorize  a  General  to 
put  to  death  his  prisoners.  And  that  is,  "  where 
the  safety  of  bis  men  requires  it."  Was  tiiat 
safety  implicated  by  suffering  a  wretch  to  live? 
Was  tbe  existence  of  his  men  or  his  armf  en- 
dangered in  the  life  of  a  miserable  vampire  wbo 
bad  crawled  from  tbe  sinks  of  European  corrup- 
tion, and  had  visited  this  western  shore,  either  to 
exist  in  the  eommissioo  of  crime  himself  or  on 
the  enormities  of  others?  Or  did  the  continu- 
ance of  the  lives  of  his  Indian  captives  threaten 
discomfiture  anij  overthrow?  It  cannot  be  pre- 
tended. The  first  was  too  insignificant  to  have 
excited  such  fears — the  power  of  tbe  last  was 
broken,  and  all  their  efibrta  defeated.  The  tid< 
and  lomabawk  had  been  struck  from  their  baadi, 
and  they  were  prisoners,  defenceless  and  dis- 
armed. Sir,  would  it  not  have  better  comported 
with  your  national  character,  if,  iasiead  of  exe- 
cuting these  captives,  the  Qeoeral  had  said  to 
them,  "go,  I  gire  you  your  liberty:  go  to  your 
'  few  surviving  warriors,  and  le!l  them  thai  that 
'  naiioQ  against  whose  defenceless  frontiers  you 
'  have  raised  the  murderous  scalping  knife,  with 
'  whom  you  iiiveever  been  at  war,  whose  blood 
'  you  have  delighted  to  drink — that  nation,  so 
'abused,  so  insulted,  basnolawio  punish  you: 
<it  restores  you  to  your  native J'oresta,  and  has 
'  only  to  ask  that  yuu  will  abandon  your  enemies 
'  and  insttuot  your  warriors  how  to  teapeci  her 
'rights."  I  cannot  but  think  that  this  would 
better  hava  accorded  with  ibe  priuciples  ofbu- 
tnaoiiy  and  the  laws  of  nationa.  But,  sir,  we 
are  told  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  BiaaonE,)  that  tbe  ancient  law  of  nations 
permitted  tbe  conqueror  to  put  to  death  his  pris- 
oners, and  that  that  code  applies  attll  to  savage 
nations.  He  admitted,  however,  that  a  new  code 
had  been  adopted  by  civilized  nations;  and,  sir, 
this  new  code  provides  the  mode  of  condacting 
war  even  t^aiost  barbarians.  Does  not  the  gea- 
tlenuio,  thes,  see  that  his  position  and  admitsioD 
are  at  variance  with  each  other?  If  the  nev 
code  has  abrogated  the  other,  are  you  not  bonad 
by  the  first,  and  can  you  resort  to  the  last  7    Can 

SiU  break  your  contract  at  pleasure  ?  [Here  Mr. 
ABBDDB  rose  lo  explain.  He  said  that  it  wu 
true  we  did  extend  to  savages  many  of  tbe  bane- 
fits  of  the  new  code,  but  that  it  waa  a  grainitons 
act  on  our  pact,  and  what  they  had  no  right  to 
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demuidi  for,  in  [be  Uqpoafa  of  B|ri)ker>ko«ki 
though  jasiiae  may  be  inaiBted  on  ia  wv,  jet 
gancTDuif  eaaniM.]  Mr.  T.  uid  (bat  he  ngcet- 
ted  mach  if  he  had  misuod* [stood  the  geatleoMifl. 
His  wish  WM  faiTly  lo  meat  tba  ar^umeot.  But, 
air,  I  contend  that  iha  rights  which  a  civilized 
.naiioQ  najr  aiwciae  orer  us  prieoaeu  wheo  war- 
riog  agaiDtc  baibatiaoi,  are  diitiDelly  painted 
Mil  in  the  new  code  of  national  law.  The  varv 
inle  whieh  I  have  laid  down  is  there  to  be  fouad, 
and  IE  Bdtsallf  applicable  to  a  war  of  llie  lort  I 
have  ^uded  to.  Thi«,  then,  is  vour  contract 
with  the  ciTilised  world.  If  we  do  not  raopeai 
the  stipulatloaa  of  that  oontia&t,  we  throw  onr- 
aelTea  out  of  the  pale  of  the  law.  The  KDtle- 
maQ  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowm duJ  with 
whom  I  have  the  satisfaetion  to  agtee,  exoepi  in 
relation  to  this  point,  admits  the  propriety  of  the 
necuiion  of  Ambrister.  He  derires  the  power 
of  the  Geaeral  from  hii  right  to  tefoM  4Uitrl«r  in 
battle,  and  his  right  l«  pnoith  far  a  breach  of 
parole.  Theae  are  oases  eooititoiiBg  aaeeptiona 
10  the  rule  for  whioh  I  ttootend,  aod  are  exprewly 
.enameraiAd.  Bai  daea  ke  £ad,  in  all  the  en  u- 
nanted  exMpliona,  a  right  apperlatDing  to  the 
aonnaDding  offiocr,  lo  eaeeuie  his  prironers,  ei- 
s«pt  where  tlie  aafetf  of  bis  armgr  rmuiies  it  7  I 
deff  {fBtleaaen  to  prodoea  audi  in  ioataKa.  If 
Ilia  enainr  giraa  so  qurlar,  he  baa  a  right  to  re- 
fuse him  quarter.  BbI  if  yoa  strika  hla  weapons 
fram  bis  hand  and  make  him  yanr  prisoner,  that 
inataat  is  bia  life  placed  beyond  yoar  reaeb,  un- 
leaa  it  be  taken  to  prenetre  the  lires  of  your  men. 
The  case  of  a  aaan  Tiolating  bis  parole  it  founded 
on  the  principles  of  hi) maoityj  and  bis  punishment 
is  properly  left  to  the  djsereiion  of  the  officer. 

TbU  praoii'ce  of  paroliw  pruoow*  owes  its 
origin  to  the  rigorous  continement  which  each 
eaptire  would  necessarily  be  cnmpelled  lo  under- 
go bat  for  tu  existenee.  Th»  whole  ei*ilized 
world  is,  for  Utea*  and  other  rcatoM,  aoaeerned 
in  ita  preierralion;  the  individual,  too,  acMpls 
his  Mtola  under  ike  expteat  agreement  that  if  be 
breau  it  bis  life  will  b«  the  forfeit.  The  gcnila- 
raan  from  EesUitky  (Ur.  A»lM0a)  contends 
that  the  right  of  reUliation  nuat,  ftom  the  itaiuce 
of  (hian  00  Tested  in  the  eooiaiaBdiog  officer. 
I  admit  the  truih  of  the  posiiioa  to  •  cauain  cx- 
leoi.  Sir,  the  aafetv  of  bis  men  nay  bo  iorolved 
in  the  ezerciae  of  ikia  li^hi.  This  is  the  eoar 
tfolUng  principlet  under  lu  infltteaaa  ereryibiBg 
whieh  ia  4oiM  may  be  proper;  hot  the  vary  ia- 
ataot  you  pMa  beyood  the  limiu  it  praacribes, 
that  jnooMti  do  you  hotry  baodlong  wto  eeror, 
•rad  anbrort  the  established  order  of  thiogs.  Sir. 
lake  the  eaae  which  he  baa  poL  He  iisagijiod 
yonr  Qeneral  with  bis  army  in  Pensaeola,  be- 
sieged by  a  powerful  enemy,  and  ao  snrrowided 
aa  to  be  cnt  off  fiou  all  interconrse  with  the 
OaTernneati  all  the  prisoners  made  by  yoar 
enemy  are  put  to  death,  and  the  gentlasaan  tri- 
umphantly asks  will  you  den^  to  your  officer  the 
right  of  retaliation  when  so  circumstanced.  No, 
sir,  I  will  not  deny;  it  to  bim ;  I  gire  it  to  him 
under  the  rnle  which  1  have  laid  down.  Br  put- 
ting to  death  hia  ctpliTCa,  his  eaamy  would  be 
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induced  to  atninii  froni  bis  foil  praetices.  The 
safely  of  his  men.  the  preserTatioQ  of  their  liree, 
would  call  upon  him  to  retaiiale,  and  ihe  neces- 
sity of  the  oase  would  Justify  him  in  doing  so.  t 
am,  then,  Mr.  Cbatrroan,  forced  to  disapprove  the 
execution  of  these  men.  When  gentlemen  point 
me  to  the  bleeding  scaipe  of  my  countrymen— 
when  they  read  to  me  the  long  catalogue  of  ills 
whioh  we  bare  Bustaioed— when  they  portray  the 
EaSeiings  of  a  mother  bereaved  of  her  only  child— 
when  Ibey  represent  lo  me  that  child  inbonitBly 
biiicbered— when  they  abow  me  the  picture  of 
desolatioo  and  despair  which  theae  wretches  have 
realjzedi— 1  am  not  wanting  in  sensibility,  noi  is 
ibe  e&cl  of  the  representation  lost  upon  me.  I 
can  do  joaiice  to  tbe  feelings  of  Qenenljackson 
with  these  dread  objects  of  savage  batbaritr 
around  him;  hat,  when  1  recollect  that  this  gal- 
lant hero  bad  routed  these  onnnibalsi  had  visTlcd 
their  land  with  the  sword ;  bad  desolated  ihef r 
dwelling  and  crBsbed  their  powet;aad  ibat,not 
aatikfied  with  this,  he  had  executed  his  vengeaQce 
"~  ihoae  who  had  fkHen  into  bis  haoda— sir,  I  am 
ilied  to  breathe,  and  iaqoire  under  what  lav 
these  prisoners  been  bereaved  of  existeneel 
We  lire  in  a  laad  where  the  oolf  rule  of  o«r 
conduct  Is  tbe  low.  Tbe  power  of  promulgaiiog 
thoEe  laws  is  invested  in  Congress.  Tbity  aie 
not  the  arbitrary  edicts  of  an^  ooe  man,  nor  is 
any  so  high  as  to  be  above  their  iofluence.    It  is, 


them  my  approbation.  It  la  because  the  , 
dent  which  nay  grow  out  of  them  is  dangerous 
to  ibe  liberties  of  this  country — because  they  mil- 
itate agaiotC  the  powers  of  this  House,  the  te- 
posiiory  of  tbe  people's  rights,  and  trench  upon 
the  Conatitntion  of  this  land — that  I  must  im^ 
prove  them. 

One  word  more  by  way  of  conclusion.  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  are  denounced  aa  tbe  enomiea  of 
Qeneral  Jackson  and  ibe  Prasideni  of  tbe  United 
Siaiea.  Enemies  of  Qeneral  Jackson  I  Of  falm 
who  has  shed  a  blaze  of  reoown  upon  our  conn- 
try,  bright  as  a  beam  of  light,  nod  laatiog  as  his- 
tory I  Of  him  whose  life  has  been  dedieatod  to 
tba  service  of  hia  country,  and  who  has  by  kis 
valor  oatwined  a  wreath  around  bar  hraw,  Ustiog 
and  as  imperishable  as  bis  own  fame  I  Ob  no, 
sir ;  I,  for  one,  feel  no  enmity  towards  him ;  I  am 
the  enemir  of  ao  mao,  but  I  trust  I  am  a  friend  to 
the  Constitution  and  tbe  law.  Tbe  enemiea  of 
Ihe  President !  Wheredjd  he  eonefromi  What 
land  gave  him  birib?  Sir,  he  cornea  from  the 
laad  in  whieh  we  dwell;  he  is  the  friend  nad 
neighbor  of  many  of  us;  in  his  long  life: of  ar- 
duous sorvicCi  we  recognise  tbe  greatest  devotion 
to  the  public  weal ;  tbe  most  unshaken  patriolisn. 
But  if  be  oonntenanoea  what  we  deem  errooeoos 


Suffer  me  to  say,  sir,  and  I  say  it  with  all  proper 
decorum,  thai  Virginia  will  not  hesitate  to  oia- 
approre  the  conduct  of  her  dearest  son,  if  she  be- 
lieves that  son  to  have  arrod.  Let  me  lell  you, 
that  if  that  uuui  who  caniod  yau  aoeceeefnlly 
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throiuh  th«  stOTnu  of  tti«  ReTolntioai  who  cOd- 
dacic3  yon  to  Ticiory  lod  iodependeDce ;  be  who 
wmi "  firU  ID  WBT,  first  id  peace,  firat  in  the  hearts 
of  hi*  eouDlrrmen  ;"  if  that  rotn  bad  erred,  dear 
a«  be  was  to  her  afieeiions,  Vii^aia  woald  hare 
■tood  forth  to  oppose  his  errors.  The  eoemies  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  sill  Id  what  does  friendship  cod- 
dsll  Is  it  (o  be  the  faitbless  helrosmaD  who, 
when  the  dsDier  approaches,  when  the  storiD 
lowers,  when  the  toeka  are  Id  sight,  still  folds  his 
arms  and  cries  oot  all's  well?  Or  does  it  consist 
in  adTising  of  the  daoger,  in  giviDg  the  alarm,  in 
pointing  to  the  rocks  which  .threaten  n$  with 
shipwreck  1  Sir,  w«  are  all  mariners  on  board 
one  vessel,  and  that  vessel  is  the  CoDstitutioo  of 
onr  MDDtry  Our  destiaies,  our  hopes,  the  hopes 
and  pTOBpeets  of  our  laieH  generation,  are  all 
ooramitted  to  onr  charge;  and  be  who  will  not 
aid  to  reach  the  harbor  id  safety,  is  an  cDciny  to 
bis  covntry,  and  deserves  to  perish. 

Hr.  PoiHDBZTEB  saeeeeded  Mr.  Ttlbb,  takini; 
the  opposite  side  of  the  qnestion,  and  opposiDg. 
in  toto,  (be  report  of  the  Military  Committee, 
and  the  amenoments  proposed  lb  ere  to,  by  Hr. 
CoBi.  He  had  not  proceeded  far  is  bisargu- 
menl,  when,  at  near  foDr  o'clock,  the  Committee 
TOM,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
tgain. 


Tdbbdat,  FelHDary  3. 


AffiiirBibythe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  iransinil- 
tinga  liiiof  the  names  of  snch  oivy  agents,  not 
now  in  service,  as  hare  discbarsed  the  balances 
■tioding  against  tbem  onthebooas  of  the  Navy  ; 
which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
nerce  snd  Manufaclares,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Kid,  of  Philadelphia ;  which  was 
tead  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jnmes  Orr. 

Mr.  Nkwtoh,  from  the  same  commiKee,  also 
Teportcd  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Seerelary  of  the 
Trea^tiry  to  sell  a  lot  of  land  at  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred, in  the  State  of  Virginia  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  autho- 
rise (be  sale  of  a  part  of  tbeglebe  of  Rock  Creek 
cbnrcbj  in  Ibe  county  of  Wa«hingioD  and  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
mads  a  report  so  the  petition  of  John  MeCan- 
knd  ;  whieh  was  read,  when  Mr.  McC.  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  said  John  McCansland, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  oommiited  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
(he  bill  fur  the  relief  of  James  Orr. 

Hn.  H.  Nelboi*,  from  the  Comjniiiee  on  the 
Jadieiary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  extend  the 
judicisl  svslem  of  tbe  United  States,"  repotted 
the  said  bill  withoat  amendment,  and  the  bill 
waa  commilted  to  the  ComiDiiiee  of  the  Whot^ 


to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  Ibe  Senate, 
entitled  "An  aet  to  provide  for  tbe  more  eonre- 
nient  organization  of  tbe  conrts  of  the  United 
States  and  the  appointment  of  cirenit  judges." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Litebkobb, 
Ordend,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  ate  of 
e  Representatives  and  Delegates  in  Congrest, 
eleven  bDodred  and  twenty  copies  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  tbe  15th  of  December,  1818, 
and  of  the  docaments  therewith  transmitted,  be- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  document*  referred  to 
in  the  Menace  of  ihe  17ih  November,  1818,  and 
conuioing  the  report  of  Tbeodorick  Bland,  on 
South  America ;  and  the  correspondence  between 


and  forty  to  J.  R.  Poi 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rnni,  Ibe  Commillee  on 
Pensions  and  Reroluiionary  Claims  were  iV 
straeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding, by  law,  for  the  paymeni  of  all  pensiona 
belooging  to  persons  residing  in  Sast  TenDeaaec, 
at  the  Stale  tank  of  Enoxville. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  Wa^^  transmitting  a  «op]r 
of  the  order  from  the  War  Department,  in  viriue 
of  which,  tbe  Negro  Fort  within  the  territory  of 
Bait  Florida  was  destroyed  in  July,  1816 ;  and 
copies  of  letters  from  Generals  Jackson  and 
Oaines,  in  relation  to  (be  destruction  of  said  fort; 
which  comprise  all  tbe  information  in  the  War 
Department  in  relation  to  the  snhjeci  of  (he  reso- 
tution  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  26th  instant; 

hicb  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

THE  BEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  Hdase  then  again  went  inio  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  in  tbe 
Chair,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Poii(DBr;BB  resumed  his  speech  against 
the  report  and  resolutions  of  censure,  and  spoke 
near  three  hours  in  support  of  his  opinions,  and 
in  lefily  to  sentfemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question.— His  speech  follows,  entire. 

Mr.  PcHitDirrBB  addressed  the  Chair  as  fol- 
lows: 

I  rise,  Mr.  Cbairman,  under  the  inflneitee  of 
peetiliar  sansibiKty,  to  offer  my  sentiment*  on 
tbe  subject  beterc  the  Committee.  We  are  oall- 
ed  upon  to  disrobe  a  veteran  soldier  of  the  well- 
earned  laurel*  which  encircle  bis  brow,  to  tarnish 
his  fame  by  severe  reproaches,  and  band  down 
bis  name  to  posterity  as  iheviolaior(rf'  tbe  tacted 
instrument  which  constitutes  the  charier  of  onr 
liberties,  and  of  Ibe  benevoleoi  dictate*  of  ha- 
manity,  by  which  this  nation  has  ever  been  chai- 
aeterized  and  distinguished.  Were  the  sacrifice 
of  this  highly  meritorious  citisen  the  only  evil 
with  which  tbe  proposed  resolutions  are  fraught, 
Isbonid  derive  some  consohitioo  from  the  relue- 
tion,  that  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  in  the  intelli- 
gence and  patriotism  of  tbe  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, capable  of  shielding  him  against  (he  deleteri- 
ous consequences  meditated  by  the  propotilioos  on 
your  table.  But  there  is  another,  and  BMre  seri' 
oos  aspect,  in  which  the  adoption  of  these  reao-  . 
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Ivtion*  muBt  be  viewed ;  tbe  direct  and  lafBllible 
tendenof  wbicb  ibey  inroWe,  of  enfeebiiog  the 
arm  of  this  OoreromeDt,  io  our  pending  nego- 
tlatioQ  wiiti  8paiD}  of  patting  oarselres  in  ibe 
wrong,  and  the  Spaoiab  Monarch  in  ibe  right,  on 
the  inteTesling  and  delicate  petals  which  have  so 
long  agitated  and  endangered  the  peace  of  Ibe 
two  couatrics.  I  with  not  to  be  understood  as 
attributing  to  bonorabte  gentlemen,  who  adro- 
Gala  the  meaanre,  inch  motiTes;  they  are,  doubt- 
1ms,  actuated  alone  by  a  sense  of  dmr-  I  speak  of 
^e  effects  which  oar  proceedings  are  calculated 
ID  prodace,  withonc  intending  to  cast  the  slightest 
imputation  on  those  who  entertain  different  opin- 
ions. Sir,  do  we  not  know  with  what  delight  and 
•atisTaction  the  Minister  of  Spain  looks  on  the 
efforts  which  are  made  on  this  floor  to  inculpate 
the  Executive  of  the  United  Slates,  for  having 
eommilted  against  bis  immacuiate  roaater  an  act 
of  hostility,  in  the  enlraoce  into  Florida,  and  the 
temporary  occupation  of  St.  Marks  ana  Pensa- 
colal  With  what  avidity  and  plessnre  he  pe- 
insm  the  able  and  eloquent  arguments  delivered 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Qovernment,  in 
support  of  the  weighty  allegations  which  he  has 
already  exhibited  of  the  hostile  and  unwarraniable 
eondaci  of  the  commandn  of  our  army,  darioK 
the  late  eampa^n  against  the  Seminole  Indians? 
And,  air,  whatever  may  be  the  purity  of  intention, 
which  I  shall  not  presume  Id  question,  on  the 
part  of  gentlemen  who  censure  the  coarse  pnr- 
aned  br  the  eommanding  Oeaeral,  this  detmie 
will  aflofd  a  valuable  fund,  oa  which  Spain  will 
not  fail  to  draw,  on  all  f\ttnre  occasions,  to  show 
that  tbe  pacific  relations  which  she  has  endea- 
Tored  to  maintain  have  been  violated,  without 
nn  adequate  eanse,  by  the  United  States.  Shall 
we  put  it  in  her  power  to  make  this  declaration 
to  the  civilized  world,  and  establish  (be  fact  by 
n  reference  to  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aenutives?  I  hope  and  believe  we  shall  not 
Sir,  the  nature  01^  our  free  insiitoiions  imperi' 
onsly  requires  that,  on  all  questions  loachiog 
controversies  with  foreign  Powers,  every  De- 
partment of  ihU  Qovemmenl  should  act  in  eon- 
oerl,  and  present  to  the  opposite  party  one  undi- 
Tided,  impenetrable  front.  Tbe  observance  of 
this  rule  accords  with  every  dictate  of  patriotism ; 
•nd  ia  the  basis  on  which  alone  we  can  preserve 
•  proper  respect  for  oar  rights  among  the  great 
fkmily  of  nations.  Internal  divisions  are  often 
fatal  to  the  liberties  of  the  people ;  Ihey  never 
Ail  to  inflict  a  deep  wound  on  the  national  cha- 
raeter;  the  Instre  and  parity  of  which  it  is 
primary  duty  to  preserve  unsullied,  to  tbe  latest 
posterity.  Can  it  be  necessary  to  call  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  Gommitiee  the  peculiar  and 
delicate  poelore  of  our  relations  with  Spain  "i  A 
sroiracted  and  difScult  negotiation,  on  (be  sob- 
lect  of  bonndary  and  spoliations,  is  still  progress- 
ing between  the  Secretary  of  Slate  and  their 
nceredited  Minister,  at  this  place ;  the  result  is 
yet  extremely  dooblful ;  ii  may,  and  I  trust  will, 
aTeotuate  in  a  treaty  satisfactory  to  the  parlies. 
n  all  the  poiois  in  contest ;  but,  if  Spain  shonld 
continue  to  reject  the  moderate  aitd  reasonable 
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demands  of  this  Government,  the  indisputable 
rights  of  this  nation  must  and  will  be  asserted 
and  vindicated  by  a  solemn  appeal  to  arms.  I 
ask  if,  in  such  a  crisis,  it  is  either  wise  or  pru- 
dent Io  pronounce,  in  the  face  of  tbe  world^  that 
we  have  been  the  aggressors,  and  that  war  in  its 
most  offensive  and  exceptionable  sense  has  been 
already  commenced  by  General  Jackson,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States? 
I  hazard  nothing  in  affirming  that  such  a  de- 
parture from  the  established  usages  of  nations  is 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  any  country, 
ancient  or  modern.  Under  whatever  circum- 
stances danger  may  threaten  us  from  abroad,  il 
is  from  this  Houie  that  the  energies  of  the  people 
be  aroused  and  put  in  motion ;  it  is  otir 
province  to  sound  tbe  alarm,  and  give  the  im- 
pulse which  stimulates  every  portion  of  the 
~"~  to  a  simultaneous  and  manly  exertion  of 
,  cal  strength,  io  avenge  the  insnlled  honor 
violated  interests  of  out  couniry.  We  are 
the  legitimate  organ  of  public  seniimeni;  and  it 
is  iocumbent  on  us  to  animate  and  cherish  a 
spirit  of  resistance  to  foreign  encroachments 
among  our  constituents,  by  urging  the  justice  of 
cause,  and  the  necessity  of  (heir  rigorous  co- 
operadon  in  support  of  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, who  are  responsible  to  them,  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  the  high  and  important  duties  with 
which  they  are  intrusted.  These  are  tbe  means 
by  which  we  shall  perpetuate  our  RepuhlicaD 
form  of  Qovernment,  and  transmit  its  blessings 
10  future  generations.  Bnt  we  are  required  on 
the  present  occasion  to  forget  the  wrongs  of 
which  we  haveso  long  and  so  justly  complained; 
to  abandon,  for  a  while,  the  lofty  attitude  of  patri- 
otism, and  to  (ell  the  American  people,  io  antieipa- 
tion  of  a  rupture  with  Spain,  that  it  is  a  war  of 
angression  on  the  part  of  their  chief  BxeeutiTC 
Magisirale,  commenced  io  Florida  without  pro- 
per authority ;  that  the  Spanish  Government  caa 
consider  il  in  no  other  light  than  premeditated, 
offensive  war,  made  on  them  with  a  view  of  ex- 
tending the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  expiessiooof  these  opinions,  by  this  body, 
must  oast  a  shade  over  the  American  name,  wbich 
BO  lapse  of  time  can  obliterate;  and,  while  we 
nerve  the  arm  of  the  enemy,  we  shall  approach 
the  eoniest  with  an  open  denunciaiion  against  tbe 
Fresideni,  who  is  charged  with  its  proseeniion  to  n 
speedv  and  favorable  termination.  He  is  denied 
the  cheering  consolation  of  Uhim,  io  the  Qov- 
ernment over  which  he  ha*  been  called  to  preaide, 
at  a  period  of  national  peril,  when  every  man 
ought  to  be  invited  to  rally  around  the  standard 
of  his  country.  Sir,  how  is  this  most  novel 
and  extraordinary  aberration  from  the  legisln- 
live  functions  of  the  House  attempted  to  be  ex- 
plained and  justified  1  iBy  gloomy  pictures  of  a 
violated  Coastitotion ;  pathetic  appeals  to  hu- 
manity, in  favor  of  a  barbarous  and  unrelenting 
foe;  end  lamentations  over  the  blighted  honor 
and  magnanimity  of  the  nation.  I,  too,  am  a  con- 
servator of  the  Constitution ;  I  venerate  that 
ainpeodous  fabric  of  human  wisdom ;  I  love  my 
country,  and  will  endeavor  to  rescue  it  from  the 
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odioDs  imputatioiiG  which  bare  beeo  lo  freely  catt 
on  it  in  the  progreat  of  this  discuiaion.  I  admoii- 
iab  geallemeD,  who  maaifest  luch  ardent  zeal 
(o  fortify  th«  powers  of  this  House  waiost  mili- 
tary UEUrpatioDs,  that  ihey  do  aoC  suner  thai  z«al 
to  precipitate  them  into  an  error  equallr  repug- 
QBDl  to  a  louod  oonsiraction  of  iheConstitulion. 
Tbe  report  of  the  Committee  oo  Miliiary  Affairs, 
taken  in  conaexion  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed bv  the  hooorable  member  from  Oeorgia, 
(Mr.  Cobb,)  may  be  classed  under  two  geoeral 
dirisioai.  Isl.  ResolatioDa  of  censure,  on  the 
conduct  of  Qeoeral  Jackson,  in  Florida,  for  a 
TiolatioD  of  the  orders  of  the  Presideot,  and  of 
Uie  Constiiuiion  ;  and  for  the  nnlawful  exeeotion 
of  the  incendsries,  ATbuthnot  and  Ambrisier. 
2d.  Instructions  to  the  Committee  to  pcepare 
and  report  two  seTernl  bills,  the  object  of  wbich  is 
to  divest  this  nation  of  some  of  the  most  essential 
attributes  of  sorereigniy.  1  shall  pass  over  the 
latter  branch  of  this  subject  without  observation ; 
belie  Ting,  as  I  do,  notwilbslandiog  the  high  re- 
spect which  I  entertain  for  the  mover,  that  it  is 
not  seriously  tbe  intention  of  honorahle  geatle- 
men,  by  an  act  of  leaislalion,  to  abrogate  the 
rights  of  this  nat loo,  founded  on  the  universal 
law  of  nature  and  of  oaiions.  Self-denial,  though 
sometimes  an  amiable  quality  in  an  individuflt 
member  of  society,  when  applied  to  the  whole 
cotsmunity,  renders  it  obnoxioos  to  insult  and 
oppiession,  and  is  a  voluntary  degradation,  be- 
low ibfl  rank  of  other  sovereignties,  to  which  no 
AmeticBD  ought  ever  to  submit.  Neutral  tighls, 
and  the  osages  of  war,are  already  well  establish- 
and  understood  by  all  civilized  Powers ;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  presumed  tbai  the  inlerpolationa  which 
are  proposed  would  be  reciprocated,  and  consti- 
tute the  basis  of  new  principles  of  public  law ; 
we  may  prostrate  our  own  dignity,  and  paralyze 
the  energies  of  our  country,  but  we  shall  find  no 
nation  so  pusillanimous  as  to  follow  our  disin- 
teresied  example. 

Considering,  therefore,  these  proposition*  as 
merely  nominal,  intended  only  to  eolarae  the 

S;roup,  and  give  diversity  to  the  picture,  I  shall 
rove  them  without  further  a oimad version,  and 
proceed  to  investigate  the  resolutions  levelled  at 
the  fame,  ibe  honor,  and  reputation,  of  Qeneral 
Andiew  Jackson ;  and,  through  him,  at  the  Pre»- 
ideni,  under  whose  orders  he  acted,  and  by  whom 
he  has  been  sustained  aitd  vindicated.  Sir,  I 
hold  it  to  be  tbe  iadiipeaeable  duty  of  every  ui- 
bunal,  whether  legislative  or  jadicial,  to  exam- 
ine with  caution  and  circumspectioD  into  its  ju- 
risdiction and  powers,  on  every  question  brought 
before  it  for  adjudication;  and  this  rule  ought 
more  particularly  to  be  observed  in  cas«a  involv< 
iog  personal  rights  and  inKresis,  wheretbe  party 
to  b«  affected  by  the  decision  is  not  permitted  to 
answer  in  his  own  defence.  I  ask,  then,  sir,  has 
the  Bouse  of  Representatives,  as  a  distinct  and 
separate  branch  of  Congress,  the  Coaatitulional 
power  10  iostitute  au  inquiry  into  tbe  conduct  of 
a  military  officer,  and  to  sentence  him  to  be 
cH^iered,  suspended,  or  censured  1  I  demand  • 
ntisfaciory  and  explicit  response  to  thia  inieirog- 


alory,  founded  on  a  refereace  to  theCoBatilativi 
itself,  and  not  on  the  und^ned  notians  of  exw- 
dieney,  in  which  gentlemen  may  indulge;  and  if 
it  be  not  given,  as  I  am  very  sare  it  eaanot,  we 
shall  become  the  violators  of  tbat  fair  labrio 
of  liberty,  and  erect  a  precedent  more  daagerona 
in  its  tendency,  than  tbe  multiplied  iafraetioBa 
which  have  brea  so  vehctaentiy  alleged  agaiaA 
General  Jkckton,  admitting  them  ail  tbe  fbree 
and  latitude  which  the  most  en tbHciatiic  eemtr 
ooutd  desire.  Sir,  it  is  high  time  to  bring  back 
this  debate  to  first  principles,  and  to  test  out  jtt- 
risdieiion  over  this  case,  by  a  rectiracnee  to  the 
Bttuctura  of  tbe  Government  of  which  we  arc  a 
component  part.  Let  us  pluck  tke  beam  from 
our  own  eyes,  before  we  seek  to  eipel  the  mete 
which  gentlemen  seem  to  iMve  discovered  ib  the 
vision  of  Oeneral  Jackson.  The  sages  and  pBUi- 
ots  who  established  tbe  fonndalion  of  this  Repnb- 
lic  have,  with  a  wisdom  and  forecast  botderiDa 
on  iosjtiration,  carefully  marked  and  distribatca 
the  powers  delegated  in  tbe  Constitution  to  tb« 
Federal  Qoverament  amftng  the  several  depart- 
ments. Legislative,  Executive,  and  Jadioiary.  No 
principle  is  better  settled,  or  more  generally  con- 
ceded, [ban  that  the  powers  properly  beloBiiag 
to  one  of  these  departments  ought  not  to  be  u- 
rectly  administered  by  either  ofthe  others.  Tke 
violation  of  this  maxim  leads,  by  inevitable  le^ 
sulu,  to  the  downfall  of  our  Republican  inslil^ 
lions,  and  tbe  consolidation  of  all  power  is  tbat 
bmitcb  which  shall  posaesa  tbe  atrongeM  laAih 
ence  over  the  public  mind.  Upon  the  independk 
ent  exercise  of  the  powers  confided  to  eueh  de- 
partment, uncontrolled,  directly  or  indiieclly,  E^ 
the  encroachmenta  of  either,  depends  the  seeority 
of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  aod  the  stabiliiy  of 
that  CotHtitutiou  which  is  the  ^ride  of  our  eouo- 
try  and  tbe  admiration  of  mankind.  The  bonor- 
able  gentleman  from  Gewgia  bae  adverted  to  ike 
opniani  of  tbe  immortal  autker  of  the  Icttora  of 
PubliuB,  the  late  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Unite* 
Slates;  and  the  honorable  Speaker  has  also  in- 
vitod  our  attention  to  that  great  Conetitvitoaal 
lawyer.  They  triumphantly  aak,  what  Ae  would 
say  on  the  preeent  qtiestion,  were  he  a  member 
of  this  House  %  I  will  not  follow  the  exam/le  ef 
these  genilemea,  by  subatitnliDg  detlamatioa  iat 
historical  truth,  or  vague  lurmises,  aod  assaiMd 
premises,  for  record  evidence;  but,  while  I  ac> 
cord  to  tbe  distinguished  statesman  and  patriot, 
whose  exertions  so  emtnantly  contributed  to  the 
establishment  of  this  Ooveroment,  aud  wheM 
exposition  of  its  fundameoial  priaciplee  eaanec 
be  too  highly  appreciated,  all  tbe  merit  of  a  uie- 
ful  lif^  devoted  to  the  public  service,  guided  by 
wisdom,  virtue,  and  integrity ;  1  appeal  with 
pleasure  and  confidence  to  his  able  pen  in  sO^ 
port  of  the  position  which  i  have  advanced,  and 
which  I  deem  an  important  point  in  tbe  caee 
under  consideration.  In  the  view  taken  by  Mr> 
Madison,  of  tbe  "  meaning  of  the  maxim  whieh 
requires  a  aepamtion  of  the  departmenu  of  pow- 
er," be  refwls  the  argnmenls  oi  the  opponenia  ta 
the  adoption  of  the  Conatitation,  founded  on  the 
apprehension  of  Bxeeniive  sopreoaacy  over  the 
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Leg»l«(ir«  tad  jBdiciary,  wbiah,  itm*  oott- 
Imded,  woald  altimauly  reader  tbat  braoch  tbe 
•ole  depository  of  power,  and  subject  the  people 
or  Ibis  eonatrr  to  the  detpoiie  will  of  a  single 
indiridaal.  Gompariiig  tb«  powers  detegaied 
to  the  Exeauli*e,  with  ibose  graitted  to  the  Le- 
gislatDTe,  aod  the  probable  danger  of  an  assaiDp- 
tioD  by  either  of  tbe  fbnetiom  apperteiniog  to  tbe 
olber,  heH^e: 

"  In  a  OorernniBDt  wben  nnraeroiu  and  EXtenaiTe 
pmogatiTU  lie  placvd  in  tbe  hindi  of  ■  henditti;  mon- 
arch, the  BiecQtiTt  departnieot  ii  tbtj  jiud^  resardid 
H  tbe  •Duree  of  danger,  and  watched  Witb  ail  the 
jealmia7Wbieb  a  *eal  far  Ubaitroofht  to  intpin.  In  a 
daraoera^,  wbwe  a  nltitade  of  people  exerda*  in 
I  the  lagidatiM  Anetioiie,  and  are  conlianall; 
1,  b;  their  iBCtpacitT  for  ragnlar  deliberalian 


emoaad, 

and  CDQci 


thmr  Bae«ati*e  MagMtralea,  Qiaiuiy  may  weB  be  a^ 
prabaaded,  on  aome  bToraUe  eaierganc?,  to  ilait  «p  u 
tbe  aaaie  qoaitai.  Bat,  in  a  repieaentalivs  Repubtti^ 
where  the  Eseoative  Ma^aliBie;  ia  carcfullj  limited, 
both  in  tbe  extent  and  duration  of  ita  pewar,  and 
where  the  legialative  power  ia  exercised  ij  an  aweib- 
Uj,  which  is  inniired,  bjasapposedinSueiice  OTer  the 
people,  wiOi  an  intrepid  confidence  in  its  avrn  ttrengtb  i 
which  ia  auScientlf  nameraas  to  feel  all  the  pasaions 
wbicb  actuate  ■  mnltitnde,  jet  not  so  numerous  as  to 
be  incapable  of  pnrsaing  the  objects  of  its  paurions, 
bjr  means  which  reason  presenbesj  it  is  agamsl  the 
enterprising  ambition  of  tbia  department  that  the  peo- 
^  ongbi  to  indulge  all  their  jealaui^,  and  exfaaust 
all  their  preeantiena.  Ilie  legialatiTe  department  de- 
lives  a  sopanni^  in  our  Oorarani^t  fioB  other  <Ai- 
fniiMtsnnei  Ita  Gonalitulional  j^wen  being  at  ones 
more  MtlMMva,  and  leas  snaoeptiUe  of  pteaae  limits, 
iieaa,widi  tbagioaler  &dbtj. 


Tba  cerreotneaa  of  ihe  reaaoning  and  predie- 
tiMH  of  tbia  great  tati  good  roan,  who  is  called 
by  ibe  honorable  Speaker  tbe  father  of  Ihe  Coii- 
Btiiutioo,  baa  been  ofieD  demoBBtraied  in  tbe 
praoiicaloperatioDaof  tbi*  bodriand  aevermoTe 
foraiblf  than  oa  the  present  oeeasioD.  Searod)' 
a  seMiOB«f  Coogreea  paetee  without  aorae  effint 
(o  eolarge  the  scope  at  our  powers  by  aooiirac 
lion  or  analogy  j  and  unless  these  tyeiematie  ad- 
Tanecs  in  this  Uonae  to  crash  tbe  eo-ordinaie 
dapaetments,  bv  an  anlimlted  exercise  of  atiihor- 
ilf  hnr  all  auojeela  iovolring  ihe  geaeral  wel- 
fare,  be  Ksisted  witb  drmaeM  and  perseverance, 
'  ibey  will,  at  no  distant  period,  erentuate  ia  the 
deuroeiioa  o(  iboae  salaiary  checke  and  balaaces 
so  esBcDiiaiio  tbe  daration  of  our  faapp/  form  of 
QoTeriM»Bl  and  lo  the  seturtty  of  ci*il  and  po- 
lilioal  liberty.  I  deprecate  every  measure  calca- 
laied  toestablishapreaedeni,  wbieb,  in  ilaefiecta, 
may  Ind  lo  itteh  daogerous  coBaaquenees.  An 
enlightened  aiateamaa  hat  said  that  tbe  coDcen- 
traiiagatllhepowersof  QoTernineiitta  tbelegia- 
lative  body  is  of  the  very  esienee  of  deepoiism ; 
and  it  is  no  alleviaiioD  that  theae  power*  will  be 
ezeieiied  by  a  plurality  of  hands,  and  not  by  a 
single  one.  "Ad  elective  despoiiirawaa  not  the 
'  (&*erBB)eDt  we  fought  for;  but  one  which 
'  should  not  only  be  foanded  on  free  principlei, 


but  in  which  the  powere  of  Qovemment  should 
be  so  divided  and  balanced  among  the  several 
bodies  of  maglalraey,  as  (hat  no  one  eoolA  cran** 
ceod  their  legal  limits  without  bsiug  eSecUnlly 
ebecked  and  resirained  by  the  others." 
Sir,  whenever  these  principle*  shall  cease  to 
be  respected  by  the  councils  of  this  country,  I 
shall  consider  the  grand  experiment  which  we 
have  made  in  the  admin  isiraiioa  of  a  Govern' 
t  of  limited  powers,  founded  on  a  written  in- 
slrumeut,  ia  which  they  are  specified  and  da- 
flned,  as  altoeeiber  abortive,  and  as  affording 
strong  proof  o?  the  regal  maxim,  that  man  ia  inca- 
pable of  self-government.  If  honorable  gentle* 
men  mean  anything  by  the  reverence  which  they 
profess  to  feel  for  the  Constitution,  I  coDJnro 
them  to  look  to  its  provisions,  and  forbear  lo 
adopt  a  measure  in  direct  violalioa  both  of  iu 
letter  and  spirit.  By  article  2d,  section  2,  it  ia 
provided  that  "the  President  shall  be  Com- 
'  mander-in-Cliief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  of  the  mililJB  of  the  several 
Stales,  when  called  into  aotnal  service;"  and 
by  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  artiete.  Congress  is 
vested  with  power  lo  "  make  rnles  for  tbe  gov- 
ernment and  regulation  of  the  land  and  oav^ 
forces."  Congress  has  long  since  fulGllod  thi* 
duty;  rules  and  articles  of  war  have  baea  laDO- 
lioned,  and  have  eunlinaed  to  govern  the  Army 
from  its  organization  op  to  the  preseni  time ;  in 
these  the  great  principles  of  subordination  and 
responsibility  are  graduated  and  established,  from 
the  Oommander-in-Cbief  down  to  the  most  pettj 
officer  and  commoa  soldier.    The  President  n 

g laced  by  his  eonniry  at  the  head  of  its  physical 
)rce  "  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppresi 
insurrection,  and  repel  invasion ;"  he  is  the  ulti- 
mate tribunal  to  decide  all  queetions  tonehinA^ 
ibe  operations  of  tbe  Army,  and  the  conduct  tf 
the  offioers  who  compose  it.  If  there  be  any 
power,  clearly  and  exclusively  belonging  to  tfa« 
kxecQlive,  it  is  that  which  appertains  to  the  ^or* 
erament  of  the  Army  and  mvy  of  the  United 
States.  Oar  whole  system  of  laws  recognise*  it ; 
and  until  this  extraordinary  attempt  to  erect  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives  into  a  court  martial, 
with  a  view  to  east  an  indelible  stain  on  the 
character  of  General  Jackson,  wiibont  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial,  in  which  he  might  confroat  bia 
aecaser*  aad  be  beard  ia  bis  defence,  no  instance 
can  be  sbown,  sinea  the  foundation  of  the  Oov- 
eroment,  where  the  President  has  been  tntae- 
rupted  in  tbe  full  exercise  of  bis  lesitt male  au- 
thority owr  Ihe  military  officers  under  his  ooib- 
mand.  The  abuse  of  ibis  power,  or  Ihe  improper 
dtieetioB  aad  application  of  Ihe  poUie  force,  by 
tbe  Chief  Hagistmie,  or  by  any  sHbordiBate  ata- 
eer,  with  his  privity  and  aetent,  in  a  manner,  or 
for  the  accomplishment  of  objects  dangeroni  to 
Ihe  liberties  of  the  people,  or  subversive  of  Ibe 
laws  and  Conslltniion  of  ihe  Union,  will  find  n 
ready  and  suitable  correoiive  in  tbia  House,  by 
an  application  of  lis  power  lo  originate  impeach- 
Hient  adjust  ike  President,  Vice  President,  and  '' 
all  civil  officers,  for  traason,  bribery,  or  other 
bigb  eritnes  and  misdemeanora.    la  this  seste 
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which  geDllemen  btre  coQiended.  The  power 
to  iinjieBch  (he  President  h  expressly  delegaled  ; 
all  other  civil  officers  are  liable  lo  the  EBiDe  scru- 
tinv,  and  ibe  total  omissioo,  in  the  article  of  ibe 
miliUrjr  department,  ii,  to  my  miod,  concluMve 
evideace  ibit  tbey  were  neTcr  iniiaded  to  be 
subject  to  (he  control  of  CoogreeE',  excep(  in  the 
usual  course  of  legislation,  under  tbe  power  (o 
raise  and  support  armies.  And  (his  o^ioion  is 
•Irenslbened  by  the  clause  of  the  CoustKution  to 
which  I  bare  referred,  directing  Congress  to  pro- 
Tide  for  tbe  eovemmenl  aod  legulatioa  of  the 
land  and  naral  forces.  Tbe  principle  of  official 
reipoDEibiliiy  is  to  be  fouod  in  erery  page  of  the 
CoitstitutioD  i  not  a  Tigue,  uncertain  respoDsi- 
biU(y,  but  that  which  is  unequivocal, cenain.ind 
definite.  Wa  are  answerable,  at  stated  periods, 
to  the  people  br  whom  we  have  respectively 
been  chosen.  The  President  is  accounlible  lo 
the  nation  at  large  at  tbe  expiradon  of  his  term 
of  service;  and,  in  (he  meao(]me,we  hold  a  salt)- 
taty  check  over  his  ambiiioo,  if  he  evince  such  a 
disposition,  by  means  of  impeachment.  In  like 
manner  the  whole  civil  department  may  be  pun- 
ished for  a  wanton  prostJluiioa  of  their  official 
func(iont.  The  military  and  naval  officers  who 
command  our  army  and  oavy  are  responsible  di- 
lecily  to  the  Bxecutive,  who  is  their  chief,  and, 
through  him,  indirectly,  to  the  Bepresentativesior 
tbe  people.  Every  link  in  the  chain  is  essential 
to  the  beauty  and  symmetry  of  the  whole;  and, 
if  preserved  unbroken,  affords  the  most  ample 
security  against  any  tisnrpaiion  of  power  without 
m  prompt  and  efficient  remedy  lo  delect  and  re- 
stt«in  it.  It  in  now  proposed  to  make  this  Uonse 
the  focus  of  every  power  granted  to  the  Federal 
Government;  to  mount  the  rampaili  which  sep- 
arate the  departments,  and  compel  every  man 
who  holds  a  com  mission  to  bow  with  submission 
to  the  gigtDtic  strength  of  ibis  numerous  usem- 
Ut.  Those  whom  we  cannot  impeach  we  will 
censnra,  and  record  their  names  as  fit  objects  for 
iha  icorn  and  detestation  of  posterity.  Already 
we  bold  the  purse  and  tbe  sword  of  the  nation. 
All  legisUtion  must  receive  our  concurrence,  in 
eonncxion  with  the  President  and  Senate,  before 
it  hat  tbe  force  and  effect  of  law.  The  treaty- 
making  power  may  be  controlled  by  us  where  an 
appropriation  is  required  lo  fulfil  the  con  tract— the 
judiciary  is  at  our  feet,  both  in  respect  to  the  ex- 
tent ofiu  jurisdiction  and  the  liability  of  its  mem- 
bers to  the  summary  process  of  impeachment — 
the  President  and  heads  of  department,  foreign 
Hinisters,  and  the  whole  catalogue  of  civil  offi- 
e«r«.  stand  in  awe  of  our  frowns,  and  may  be 
crowed  bv  the  weight  of  onr  amboriiy.  I  ask, 
then,  sir,  ii  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  are 
rendered  subservient  to  ns  as  a  censorial,  inquisi- 
torial body,  whether  it  will  not  amount  to  the 
'  very  definition  of  despotism "  Yes,  sir,  we 
shall,  if  ihese  resolutions  piss,  bear  testimony  of 
the  soundness  of  tbe  political  axiom,  that  it  is 
"against  this  department  ibai  the  people  ought 
to  indulge  all  ibeir  jealousy,  and  exbattil  all  their 


precautions."  But  the  Consiituiion,  in  this  rc> 
spect,  has  received  a  construction  almoet  cootera- 
poraneoutly  with  its  adoption.  As  early  as  the 
year  1792,  a  resolution  was  subroilled,  by  a  dis- 
tinguished member  from  Virginia,  in  the  Honse 
of  Representatives,  requesting  the  President  to 
instituie  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  defeat 
of  the  army  under  ihe  command  of  Major  Qene- 
ral  St.  Clair.  The  egilaiion  produced  bf  that 
momentous  disaster  seemed  to  demand  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  conduct  orthecommandinEQene- 
ral.  A  great  public  calamity  is  always oajculaial 
10  awaken  feelings  which,  for  a  moment,  usurp 
the  empire  of  reason,  aud  lead  to  excesses  whicn 
sober  reflection  would  condemn.  It  wae  not, 
therefore,  wonderful,  that  a  man  of  tbe  soundest 
intellect,  and  mosl  enlightened  understanding, 
should  have  felt  ji  his  duiy  lo  call  the  attention 
of  [he  President  to  a  subject  so  deeply  interesting 
to  the  country,  and  to  request  an  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  that  signal  and  nnfortunate  defeat. 
The  proposition  was  fully  discussed,  and  finally 
r^ecled  by  a  Urge  majoriiy,  on  the  ground  ibal 
it  was  an  unwarranuble  iuterference  with  the 
Constitutional  functions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
Tbe  substance  of  tbe  debate  may  be  found  in  the 
newspapers  of  (hat  day;  and  among  those  who 
objected  to  the  measure  are  the  names  of  Madi- 
son, Ames,  Baldwin,  and  many  olhers  who  pai- 
ticipaled  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution, 
and  who  were,  consequently,  better  qualified  to 
give  10  it  B  sound  intetpretaiion.  A  committee 
was  subsequently  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  in  that  cam- 
paign, and  other  subjects  of  a  ganonl  natitre, 
conneeled  with  the  legislative  duties  of  Congras. 
Again :  in  the  year  1810,  a  committee  woe  raisad 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Oeoeral  Jamea 
Wilkinson,  in  relation  to  a  vaiiely  of  chargfi 
which  had  been  publicly  made  against  him ;  lief 
were  aathorixed  to  send  lor  persons  and  papers. 
The  General  was  notified  of  their  sillingt,  al- 
lowed to  attend  in  person  before  theiB,  to  crow 
examine  the  witnesses,  to  confront  his  aoeusers, 
toexhibit  evidence  in  his  defence,  and  make  sack 
explanations  as  he  might  think  ueoessory  to  a 
vindication  of  bis  conduct.  The  committee,  aAer 
a  very  laborious  invesligatioB,  simply  reported 
tbe  facts  to  tbe  Houae,  who  reeolved  that  Ihe 
same  be  transmiiied  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  No  opinion  was  expressed  or  ialj- 
mated,  as  lo  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  Gene- 
ral; no  request  was  made  of  the  President  to 
institute  a  court  martial,  but  he  was  left  to  the 
exercise  of  his  owa  discretion,  nnbiaased  bv  the 
siighteal  iadication  of  the  impreatiou  Which  the 
development  had  made  on  tbe  House  of  Ropic* 
■entatives.  The  result,  we  all  know,  was,  that  a 
general  court  martial  was  immediately  convened, 
and  Geneial  Wilkiosou  was  hoaorably  acquitted: 
both  principle  and  precedent,  therefore,  combine 
in  recommending  a  rejection  of  these  reaolutioBi^ 
which  claim  for  this  House  a  power,  not  mardf 
10  tequeii  aooihcr  depattment  to  perform  a  par- 
ticular  duty,  but  assume  the  right  to  adjndieatc 
the  ease,  and  sentenee  an  officer  to  irretrievable 
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infamf,  wiihont  a  htftriog,  ind  without  appeal, 
HTe  only  lo  his  Ood  and  the  pariir  of  hii  own 
canseieoce. 

Permit  me,  (ir,  to  pretent  to  the  view  of  the 
Commillee  someof  the  uoBToidable  comeqacDcei 
which  will  flow  from  this  premature  aod  umq- 
Ihorized  proceediag.  We  anaoDDoe  to  the  Pre- 
aident,  and  lo  the  Dttion,  that  Qeneral  Jtcksoa, 
in  Ibe  proscfiUtioD  of  the  Setumole  var,  haa  rio- 
lated  his  orders  and  brokea  the  ConstiintioD  of 
bia  eoQDtry,  and  that,  in  iheliialand  execnlJoD  of 
AibuLhooi  and  Ambrisler,  be  has  been  guiUjr  of 
the  horrid  crime  of  official  murder.  We,  on  the 
part  of  tba  whole  people,  bcoome  the  iaformera, 
and  tberebf  impote  on  the  President,  aa  cum- 
maiider-io-cfaief  of  the  armr,  the  iodispeiiMble 
ohligatioa  to  adopt  one  of  two  allemativea^ 
eitber  to  dismiss  irom  ibe  serTJce  that  officer, 
under  our  denaaciatioasi  or  lo  aBaemble  a  regalat 
eiHirl  mariiai  to  invesiigate  these  charges,  ac- 
eordiD{[  to  the  forms  prescribed  in  the  laws  en- 
acted for  tbe  gorernmeut  of  the  armj  of  Ibe 
United  States.  The  latter  coarse,  being  the  one 
beat  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  jastice,  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  mirtued.  He  details  a  coatt 
mat  I  iai,  composed  of  bigh-mioded  military  men  ; 
ebargei  and  specificaitoos  are  eibibiied ;  and  the 
Geoeral,  for  tbe  first  lime,  is  allowed  to  amwet 
Co  them — guiltv  or  not  suillT-  Ha  is  put  on  bis 
trial,  and  >l  the  rttj  threshold  he  is  informed 
ibat  he  has  already  been  faand  guilty  by  tbe  high- 
cat  tribunal  in  the  Union — Iba  Represeotatires 
of  tba  American  people.  He,  ne*erlheless,  pro- 
ceed* in  bii  defence,  and  is  oltimalcly  couTicied, 
■ad  cashiered.  Would  not  history  record  sneb 
a  eonviction  as  tbe  resull  of  oar  prcjadicalion  of 
tha  easel  Would  not  the  whole  world  atiri- 
bnie  the  downfall  of  Ibia  man  to  tba  mon- 
atrons  peraecntioQ  aad  flagrant  iajnstice  of  that 
■Bgrateful  oonniry  wbtcb  he  had  so  nobly  de- 
feadad  7  Tes,  sir.  to  the  laieai  poeleriiy  we  shonld 
be  r^arded  as  baTing  passed  an  txparir  de- 
arae  of  candamnation,  which  tbe  court  martial 
were  bouDd  to  register,  to  segura  themselTCc  from 
aimilai  anlmadnrsioD.  But  let  us  aapposa  that. 
nnawed  by  the  imposing  dtctum  which  we  shall 
haTe  proooaaced,  the  court  martial  acquit  the 
General  of  tba  sereral  charges  and  speeincaiions 
on  which  be  haa  beenarrested.  We  should  than 
hate  the  military  of  ibe  country  arrayed  aninst 
this  body:  we,  acling  under  tbe  solemn  obliga- 
lioa  of  our  oaths,  declare,  that  General  Jackson 
has  been  guUty  of  high  crime*  and  miidameau* 
oni  weaie  uaabla  to  tear  from  faim  his  epau- 
let*; nod,  when  tried  by  his  paars,  oar  opinions 
are  seouted,  and  he  is  maintained  in  the  high 
rank  from  wbicb  we  would  hare  d^raded  him. 
lusoohaoanttoTersy,  the  poly  arbiter  is  force. 
Bir,  take  either  horn  of  the  dilemma,  and  we 
have  abundant  reason  to  shun  tbe  consequences 
which  Most  follow  tbe  adoption  of  tba  propoacd 
rcadntions. 

Our  total  inability  to  enforea  tbe  will  of  the 
laajority,  demonsuates  most  eleaily  tbe  absence 
of  Ibe  rigfal  to  (xprets  that  will ;  for,  vbaterer 
aay  hiancb  of  iJia  Goitnimesi  eaneonsiitation- 


alljr  decide,  the  means  neceasaty  lo. carry  its  de- 
cision into  eiec alio n  can  nerei  be  withheld  or 
quFstioned.  Sir,  I  bate  been  not  a  lillle  amu:Kd 
at  the  eTaai?e  contortions  of  honorable  gentle- 
men, who,  to  aToid  ibe  perplexing  difficulties  by 
which  they  are  enveloped,  grately  affirm,  that 
neither  the  report  of  ifae  Military  Commiitee,  nor 
ihe  resoluiions  respecting  the  seizure  of  tbe  posts 
of  St.  Marks  nnd  Peneacola,  and  fortress  of^  Ba- 
rancas,  contain  a  eensore  of  General  Jaehton; 
ibai  ibey  are  harmless,  inofiensire  einression* 
of  opinion,  upon  the  passing  erents  relating  lo 
the  state  of  the  Unioo.  I  pat  it  lo  Ihose  gentle 
men — for  the  argument  has  been  resorted  to  br 
all  who  bare  spoken — whether,  if  I  were  lo  ad- 
dress either  of  them  in  cODTersaiioo,  and  aay,  in 
the  language  of  tba  propositions  before  the  Com- 
mittee, "  Sir,  you  hare  violated  ibe  Goostilntion 
'  of  tbe  United  Slates,  and  of  course  you  are 
'  perjured.  You  hare  sentenced  to  death,  and 
'executed,  two  of  your  fellow  men,  without  a 
'  fait  irlal,  and  contrary  to  all  law,  human  and 
'divine;  consequenlly,  your  hands  are  stained 
'.with  their  blood,"  would  tbeji  calmly  reply,  that 
my  expressioDs  conveyed  no  censure  on  them, 
and  were  not  repugnant  to  tbeir  feelings  or  cha- 
racter, nor  inconsistent  wiih  cootem(>oraneoas 
assurances  of  my  high  respect  and  consideration  1 
Commoo  sense  revolts  at  conclasioos  so  ridicu- 
lous, drawn  from  snob  premises.  Add  to  ibis 
the  express  charge  of  a  violation  of  orders,  which 
ihe  President,  it  seems,  is  not  competent  to  de- 
lermipe  for  himself,  and  I  majr  reniure  to  defr 
any  gentleman  to  cover  a  military  officer  witn 
more  odious  epiihets,  or  more  vindictive  censure. 
No  man,  however  elevated  bis  station,  can  with' 
stand  ihe  overwhelming  force  of  such  an  assault 
on  bis  reputation,  coming  from  this  august  body, 
after  mature  and  solemu  deliberation.  The  ex- 
alted mind  of  General  Jackson  would  prefer  even 
death  to  this  fatal  blow,  aimed  at  that  wbicb  is 
more  dear  lo  him  than  liM — hit  well-earned  fame 
and  irreproachable  honor.  Sir,  tbe  immortal 
Waabington  was  charged  with  a  violation  of  the 
CoDsiiiniion,  In  drawing  money  from  the  Trea- 
sury to  pa^  the  militia  who  served  in  the  cam- 
paiga  against  the  insarsent*  in  17H,  without  an 
appropriation  made  bylaw;  but  at  that  day  tb« 
secret  of  our  power  to  censure  bad  not  been  dia- 
coveted,  and  the  transaction  passed  without  ani- 
madversion. It  has  remained  for  n*  to>pni  in 
motion  ibi*  new  engina  of  inquisitorial  erimina- 
lion,  and  lo  wield  ii  against  a  man  whose  arm 
was  never  extended  but  in  defending  the  liberty 
and  safety  of  bis  country  against  Ibe  eomplicalea 
enemies  by  whom  it  ha*  been  assailed,  and  wfaoae 
pure  and  unblemished  patriotum,  combined  with 
his  invincible  Talor.  fortitude,  and  persavorance, 
have  shed  over  his  orow  a  resplendent  ray  of  glo- 
ry which  neither  clonds  not  tempests  can  ob- 
*cute,  *o  long  a*  virtue  shall  predominate  over 
the  anvioosand  malignant  pastionsof  tbe  human 
heart.  Tea,  sit  I  we  are  importuned  to  exectaie 
the  bloody  deed*  of  the  Seminole  war,  to  ohaat 
requiem*  over  the  tomb*  of  Arbatbnol  and  Aat- 
bruler,  and  to  mourn  over  tba  wreck  of  ont  lall- 
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w  GoD*tii«iiion ;  aai,  in  an  iattant,  as  if  hy  eo- 
eiiaiiimeDl,  ih«  horrtd  pietiire  vaalihes  from  our 
tfirigktedimagiaitJOBg^iDd  eludes ereii  tbegrasp 
of  kven-ercd  m«lic«;  and  we  hear  ihe  moral 
iilrgrity  and  ioiioceDce  or  all  ifan«  iraasacLions 
aanouDced  from  ihs  same  lips  which  utter  their 
ooBdemnaiioii.  The  motiret  and  ialeliitoas  of 
Otoeral  JaofenoD  are  eulogized  aod  applatided  by 
hU  most  iDTeterate  accnteTS.  All  the  errors 
amibed  to  him,  and  fot  which  haoorable  gcntle- 
VMD  are  prepared  ta  immolate  bis  character,  and 
Tender  his  oame,  hitherto  aa  dear  to  his  coantrf- 
sfD,  odioua  aid  detestable,  are  auribnied  to  the 
impeluetM  ardor  of  hi*  zeal  to  promote  the  gene- 
ral good,  and  give  peawe  aad  seeurilr  to  our  de- 
fenceless frontier. 

He  flila  a  space  in  the  public  eye,  and  com- 
oiands  a  portion  of  the  affection  and  confidence  of 
Ilia  fellow-citizeos,  too  copious  and  extenatTe  to 
be  tolerated  hj  the  tbarp-sighted  politician,  whose 
•pleadid  eloquence  fades  and  eraporatea  before 
the  suaihioe  of  renown,  lighted  up  br  the  unpar- 
alleled  achieTemeolB  of  the  cooqueroi  of  the  rete- 
nuM  of  Wellington.  These  modern  eaaaitts  enr 
dravor  to  magnify  ta  unintentional  Tiolatton  of 
Ike  Constitution  into  a  crime  (MTihe  blackeet  enor- 
mitr,whichcan  nei ther  be  exteaoaied  nor  forgiven. 
Are  they  wilting  te  make  this  aystem  of  poiiiieal 
ethiea  applieaUe  to  ibemselvee.  and  to  bare  iheir 
Bsmn  specified  on  the  Jonrnaf  as  culprits  at  the 
bar  of  an  offended  people,  stamped  with  infamy 
and  disgrace,  if  at  any  time  they  hare,  with  the 
best  inteotlons,  given  a  rate,  which,  on  a  review 
at  thesnbject.  was  found  to  eonflici  with  some 
provision  of  the  CoDsiituiion  1  What  member 
of  this  House  can  say,  wiib  ceriaiaty,  that  he  bas, 
on  all  ooeaaions,  construed  the  Constitution  cor- 
teetly  1  And  who  among  tti  woald  be  satisfied 
o  stake  all  hii  fai^es  and  prospeeu  on  tha  iuue 
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to  discover  an  inadvertent  error,  resulting  from  a 
defeat  of  jndgment  in  the  attainment  of  objects 
identified  with  the  beat  interests  of  the  nation  1 
Sir,  if  X  mietake  not,  the  honorable  Speaker,  and 
several  other  gentlemen.  Who  have  mnnilesied 
great  solicitude,  and  displayed  a  torrent  ef  elo- 
qtionee  to  nige  the  ezpedieocy  of  passing  the  pro- 
poMd  eensorc  on  thecondnet  of  Oeaeral  Jackson, 
and  Who  uohesiiatingly  adroit  the  iooocenee  of 
hi*  intentions,  woald  be  placed  in  an  unpleasant 
nmatioB  by  the  operation  of  the  rnle  which  the; 
an  anxious  to  prescribe  in  this  ease.  A  ftw  short 
years  pail,  these  honorable  gentlemen  were  the 
obampioos  who  misted  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  ibeold  bankof  the  United  States.  At  that 
day  they  held  theorigiaal  act  of  inoorporation  to 
be  a  uaQ»ai)oD  of  power,  aoi  delegated  to  Congress 


by  the  Constlimion,  aad  to  iheir  ._ _.   ... 

were  indebted  for  the  downfall  of  that  iasiituiioa. 
The  same  distinguished  members,  at  a  sobee- 

SUent  period,  acting  under  the  high  obligations  of 
my,  nod  the  solemnity  of  their  oaths  to  support 
the  Constitotion  of  the  United  Butee,  aided  and 


n  esublistaing  the  mammoth  bank,  which 
now  threatens  to  sweep  with  the  besom  of  de- 


itnction  every  other  moDeyed  iaetitutiaD  in  ibt 
nation  into  the  gnlf  of  rnin  and  banknpiey.  h 
will  not  be  pretended  that  both  iheee  oopoaiu 
opinions  were  ecrreetj  aad  yei  I  ehonld  be  very 
sorry  either  to  itopsgn  ihemotivce  which  aetusMd 
those  gemlemea  in  the  iosuncce  referred  te,  oi 
to  piss  a  eenattre  oa  their  ceadvei  for  an  nnw- 
teniioMd  violaiioD  of  the  ConatiiMioa,  caUnla* 
led  to  withdraw  from  them  the  eimfidanea  <l 
their  CDDsiitueots.  There  was  a  time,  Mr.  Chaii^ 
man,  wImh  the  Republican  phalanx  in  eecry 
quarter  of  Ike  Union  regartted  tbe  specificUion  ef 
powers  in  the  Constitution  as  tbe  limitation  of 
[he  grant,  wiikin  which  every  d^rtmeat  oogkl 
to  he  strictly  confined.  But  at  this  day  we  ate 
told,  that  this  literal  conatraction  of  ilie  inatnf 
mentis  too  narrow  for  the  expanded  viewe  ofaa 
American  staletman— mere  "water  gruel,"  i*^ 
■imd  to  the  palate,  end  reqiuring  the  addiiioa  of 
a  little  fuel  to  give  it  energy  and  action  to  eaa- 
dnot  this  natioB  to  the  hi^dcstmies  which  awKil 
it.  No  power  can  be  niled  for  by  an  exiatinf 
exigency,  or  a  favotiie  eyaieB  of  peliey,  i^isbI 
acoordiog  to  tbe  doetrince  now  advftneed,  iMty 
not  be  found  necessary  aitd  proper  to  carry  mu 
efiedsomaooe  of  tbespneified  powers  in  the  C«»- 
stiiution.  The  fiexible  oharaelerof  man,  and  the 
frailly  of  hamaB  aaturefafford  an  ample  apology 
for  theseoseillatioos,  and  wretched  indeed  would 
be  our  situation  if  crinae  eoasisied  in  error,  na> 
accompanied  by  the  jwexisting  will  to  perpeta- 
ale  it.  No  man  who  respeets  liis  feeling*  or  kb 
«haracter  would  accept  a  pablie  trust  on  such  con- 
ditions. .  As  wall  might  we  ecMure  the  Supretat 
Court  fot  having  given  a  decision  which  we 
deeenad  etmttary  M  the  GoasbtaiMo,'  aad  where 
no  corruption  eould  be  alleged  against  th«  jmdgf 
whoproBooncedit;  which  is  aa  eaaaatial  ingn- 
dient  to  eoutiiute  an  offenee  ibi  which  a  judi- 
cial officer  is  liable  to  impeaehnMt.  In  eiKh  a 
cf  sa  OMr  eeiMue  might  be  retorted  hy  an  altaeh* 
naent  far  contempt,  and  the  konerabie  Speaksr, 
repreeenting  the  m^ealy  of  this  Hoasc^  WMild  be 
compelled  to  aoswer  the  charge  by  pnrg^tioB,  ot 
otherwise,  as  the  wia(fa>U  of  the  HoBecehooid  di- 
rect. I  mention  iliii  te  ebow  tbe  absardi^  and 
iaefficianey  of  erery  attempt  to  tnoMead  the 

riwera  scanted  to  ns  by  tbe  Constitution.  Sk^ 
am  aiok  lo  loathing  ol  this  ioeoagtaona,  oevel, 
and  impmant  efiort  to  woud  the  lenBthatty  <J  a 
hero,  who  baa  ttcrifieed  whatever  of  health  w  for- 
tune he  posBOMed,  and  aiahed  bis  life  in  eommca 
with  the  soldier  by  whose  side  he  fought,  that 
our  exposed  and  nnproieeted  frontier  might  oaee 
more  repose  in  peace  and  tranquiUiiy,  nndietmhed 
by  the  midnight  yell  of  the  mereilaM  savage. 

The  hero  of  New  Orleau*  wanted  not  a  peur 
Indian  war,  to  satiate  his  anbitiou,  or  add  freil 
lavrels  to  the  wtealh  already  bcqueaibed  to  kia 
hy  his  Gouatr|[.  It  was  a  war  of  hardships,  fk- 
tignee,  and  ptiratima,  ia  whiah  foi  hiaeeli  he 
hod  nothing  to  hope  but  the  consolation  of  hav 
log  accom^iihed  .the  objeet  for  which  heteok 
tke  field,  and  of  receiving  the  apftohatiea  of  the 
Presidwt,  lo  whan  alene  he  waa  responsible  fot 
all  the  iacidenis  of  the  eanpcign  ia  which  be 
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pMrtiei|MMd.  Of  thi*  reward,  to  well  saeriied, 
sad  BO  fndj  besiowed,  ve  now  sack  lo  rob  him, 
b^  folminiUng  reiolDiioD*  and  Tiadietive  elo- 
qocnoe,  againit  wh«i  bononible  ^eotlemen  are 
pleased  ro  call  a  pstiioiic  iiiitDteiuioiul  rialatioD 
of  ttafl  CDDttiiaiioD. 

[The  Commiltee  ttwn  rose,  tejurwd  progteu, 
msM  asked  leave  to  ut  again  ;  and  the  Home  ad' 
joaroed.    On  the  following  dsj*,] 

Mr.  PotimcaTBB  resunwl  his  maneDi.  Mi 
Chairmao,  1  wish  it  to  be  diaiiDoiT;  undemood, 
tbit  the  Tiew  wbieh  I  had  the  honor  to  take  of 
tbia  (Object  en  yeitarday,  was  not  intended  to 
•Ueld  tbe  eondoot  of  Oeoeral  JaekNin  from  the 
tuictta  •eruiinjr.  Etcd  before  thii  uneoDBiitu- 
lional  eourt,  unheard  and  undefended,  be  fears 
not  the  penetrating  touch  of  the  most  rigid 
Te«tigaiion.  He  asks  no  palliatiTei,  no  exemp- 
tion from  reaponcibilitp.  He  needs  only  (hat 
proieoiion  whiofa  juetiee,  sternly  administered, 
affiirde  to  evety  rirttioai  man  in  the  eomminiiir. 
The  argOmeat  was  directed  to  the  jadgment  of 
the  Hoase,  in  referenoe  to  ita  otrn  legilimatt 
pawen,  as  a  separate  braneli  of  the  National  Le- 
gMatnre.  Thrse  consist  of  the  right  to  judge  of 
tlM  eleatioas  and  murDs  of  onr  own  menMra ; 
to  dctcnniac  the  roles  of  our  own  proeeedlitgB ; 
to  panish  membcrs-for  disorderly  behaviour ;  and, 
witb  tbe  conennenoe  of  two-ihirdi,  ta  eipel  a 
member ;  and  ifaey  are  all  the  nltimate  poweu  of 
tbe  HoUK  of  R«preseBtatives.  Allow  me,  sir,  in 
efoaiBg  my  rennirks  oa  this  point,  lo  call  tbe  at- 
teation  of  the  ContmitteB  to  an  opinion  which  fell 


WH  debited  anooa  the  tombs  of  the  fallen  he* 
Kwa  and  paniota,  who,  with  him,  bad  achieved 
the  indcpendeBce  of  (heir  eoontry.  Placed  ia  the 
chair  of  tbe  Beaate  of  the  Uailed  Sutei,  be  was 
reqnirwl,  by  bd  eqaai  diriMon  of  that  bodv,  to  give 
B  easUng  T«ie  eo  the  question  tooching  tne  power 
•r  CoDgieee  W  ineorporaie  a  NBtioBU  Bank.  It 
will  be  iMolleetad  that  be  oafBtired  that  propo- 
8itioa,and  in  siipport  of  his  vote  advanced  the 
Masoning  by  wbicti  h«  was  inftneBoed,  whicfa  he 
ooaiahideil  with  the  follewiag  jnilieioaiaDd  per- 
tSBeBlBdaMoittoa:  'In  the  course  of  a  long  life, 
'  I  have  foBod  that  Govetnmeot  is  not  to  be 


'  latter  inspires  respeot  and  eonfidenee. 
tiBiwit  is  worthy  i>l'  tbe  head  and  the  heart  wbieh 
diMaied  it,  attd  if  properly  ia»iveved  wilt  oonsti- 
We  a  rioh  legacy  from  that  iaflezible  patriot  to 
llraee  who  may  follow  ia  the  path  of  legislation. 
1  esrneatly  reeommend  it  to  the  favorable  coneid- 
eration  of  this  body. 

Ur.  P.  continued.  I  now,  sir,  said  he,  proceed 
to  the  topira  already  diKussed  witb  stioh  diitia- 
gaiahed  ability.  Perhaps  1  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
tiaelese  trespass  on  tbe  patience  of  tbe  Commit- 
Me  in  BtteropUng  lo  give  them  b  further  ezan- 
T)ie  eauses  and  origin  of  the  Betninole 
Bad  final  tertniattiOB,  have 


war^  its  prosacniioD,  aaii 


losed,  by  the  frost  of  eold  indifference,  or  tbe 
alal  spelt  of  unconqaerable  prejudice.  Under 
such  diseauraging  circum stances,  1  enter  wiiJh 


diffidence  on  the  task  of  exploring  the  groiud 
over  wbicb  so  many  hare  trodden  before  ma. 
Urged  on,  however,  by  a  eeuse  of  duly  and  of  the 
important  results  wbieh  may  fiow  from  tbe  de- 
cision to  be  pronounced  oa  these  ioterestiag  sut>- 
jecls,  I  claim  the  iodul^oce  of  the  Committee 
while  I  submit  my  opoioos  ia  relatioi^  to  tha 
piincipW  and  facia  involved  in  them.  Tbe 
causes  of  ihia  war  stand  first  in  the  order  of  the 
discussion :  upoa  a  clear  understanding  of  these 
materially  depends  the  justification  of  the  con- 
duct observed  in  the  proseeutioa  of  the  war. 
Many  of  the  rights  which  appertain  to  a  beiligo- 
reni  in  a  defensive,  cannot  be  claimed  in  an 
ofEensive  war,  and  this  is  otore  partteularly  the 
case  in  respect  to  tbni  whieh  is  now  the  subject 
of  const  deration.  The  honorable  Speaker,  aware 
of  the  necessiiy  of  affixing  tbe  guilt  of  the  con- 
test on  the  United  Slates  to  sustain  his  conelu* 
sions,  has  labored  to  cK'^e  our  commiseration 
foe  tbe  poor,  degraded,  balf-slarvad,  perseeutei 
Semloolet,  while  he  charges  the  people  of  Qeor- 
gia  with  robberies  and  mnrders  on  their  innooeat, 
unoffending  oeigbbors;  who,  in  their  own  de- 
fence, were  compellad  to  take  up  arms  and  retal- 
iate the  iojustice  which  had  been  pracliaed 
against  them.  To  these  ooirages,  aad  the  acaui- 
sition  of  ladian  lands  by  tbe  Treaty  of  For t 
Jackson,  combined  with  the  dictatorial  terms  of 
thaitraaiy,  I  undHstoed  the  hottonhk  gentlemaii, 
to  attribute  ibo  war  which  has  prodoeed  so  mticli 
excitement  in  this  House.  Sir.  lappehend  that 
no  gentleman  on  this  floor  is  Wtn  acquainted 
with  the  origin  of  this  war  than  the  hoooraUe 
member  from  Georgia  who  opcnad  tbia  debate; 
and  if  he  U  williog  to  admil  the  charge  of  rob- 
bery and  murder  made  on  his  eoBstitaents— be  it 
so.  For  one,  I  can  only  say,  that  no  satisfactory 
evidence  has  been  adduced  of  the  fact,  and  I  am 
therefore  bouod  to  ooatrorert  it. 

[The  Sfbaub  explaiaed :  He  meant  only  to 
express  bis  fears  that  such  waa  the  fact,  without 
intending  to  use  the  strong  language  which  Mr. 
P.  bad  aaoribed  to  him.] 

Mr.  P.  proceeded:  Sir,  I  bare  tbe  speech  of 
the  honorable  sentleman  before  me;  it  oontaiaa 
not  only  the  BubaiaDce  of  tbis  charge  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Ueoigia,  but  it  refers,  in  extenso,  to  a  pa- 
per signed  by  the  chiefs  of  ten  towns,  addressed 
to  tbe  commaading  officer  at  Fort  Hawkins,  ape- 
oifying  tbeir  grievances  and  the  wrongs  commit- 
ted cm  them  by  tbe  GeorEians,  for  which  they 
dentaoded  an  atonement.  This  paper  the  honor- 
able geatlemen  has  characterised  as  anaatless 
tale,  told  in  laaguage  pathetio  and  feeling,  which 
carried  internal  evidence  of,  at  least,  the  belief  of 
the  authors  of  it  that  they  were  writing  the 
troth.  It  complains,  that  tbe  "while  people  cat- 
'  ried  off  all  the  red  people's  cattle,  and  still  con- 
'tinued  to  do  so;  that  the  whites  first  begun; 
'  tbat,  three  yeais  aiaee,  the  whites  killed  urea 
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'  lodiaBs,  and,  since  thit,  three  others;  that  the 
<  whites  stole  ihrir  horses,  and  all  thef  had.  and 
-  billed  three  more  ladiana;  to  which  they  hare 
'  since  added  six  more."  SalisfactiDii  is  said  to 
Iwve  been  taken  for  all  except  three  of  the  Iii- 
diiDs  alleced  to  hsre  been  murdered  by  the 
whites.  From  this  sammarjr  of  the  paper  rer 
ferred  to  in  support  of  the  argumeiit  of  the  hon- 
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have  not  miBCOueeired  or  misstated  his  premises. 
And  I  vpeat  that  it  is  not  for  me  to  iolerfete  be- 
tween the  hoDorable  gentleman  from  Qeorgia, 
whose  constitDeots  bare  been  ihuv  implicated, 
and  bis  honorable  fnend,  who  imputes  to  ibem 
■uch  disgraceful  conduct.  But,  sir,  I  canoot  for- 
bear to  notice  this  "artless  tale  of  traib,"  which 
ia  the  sole  evidence  of  the  outrages  complained 
of^  and  on  which  so  high  ait  eulogiom  has  been 
prononnced.  Whence  came  this  maniretto? — 
Bir,  it  emanated  from  the  pen  of  that  infamous 
forei^er,  Aibuthnot ;  it  is  one  of  the  multitude 
of  crimes  which  he  expiated  on  the  gallow!',  and 
is  second  only  in  impudence  and  falsehood  to  the, 
famous  proclamation  of  his  predecessor,  Colonel 
Nicholla.  IiB  style  is  artful  and  insiDuatint;  its 
import  pregnant  with  all  the  horrid  deeds  ex- 
oiled  and  consummated  by  the  mischief-medi- 
taiiog  hand  of  that  monster  whose  fate  ii  so 
deeply  deplored  within  tbeae  walls.  And  is  ibe 
teslimony  of  this  man,  the  avowed  enemy  of  the 
Uoiled  Slates ;  the-  inatigator  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties, by  means  of  intrigue  and  seduction ;  whose 
occupation  was  misrepreMnlation  and  deeepiioo, 
to  draw  the  unletteted  savage  into  the  vortex  of 
impending  rnin ;  whose  miod  was  the  dark  abode 
of  Tice,  in  all  its  hideons  deformitjr,  worthy  of 
the  panegyrie  which  ii  baa  received,  and  of  the 
confidence  reposed  in  it  by  the  honorable  Spea- 
ker 1  Shall  we  diabonot  the  American  name 
upon  his  authority,  masked  by  the  nominal  sig- 
nitnies  of  ten  towns,  tbe  dupes  of  his  insidious 
policy,  who  knew  no  more  of  this  "  pathetic  and 
lecliog  narrative — this  simple  tale  of  truth,"  than 


other  and  more  tespeciable  sonrcea,  for  the 
catenation  of  events  wbieh  resulted  in  the  Semi- 
nole war ;  to  these  1  shall  presently  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee.  But  the  treaty  of 
Fort  Jackson  falls  under  the  severe  denuoeiation 
of  the  honorable  Speaker,  and  the  war  it  said  to 
have  had  its  origin  in  the  imperious,  haughty, 
and  dictatorial  spirit  of  that  instrument. 

Lei  us  advert,  for  a  momeet,  to  the  history  of 
tbii  transaction,  and  bottom  our  reasoning  on 
facts,  and  we  shall  be  lee*  liable  to  the  errors  in- 
•eparable  from  a  superficial  view  of  any  subject. 
The  Creek  Indians,  towards  whom  tbe  Untied 
Slates  had,  for  more  than  twenty  y^rs,  observed 
the  most  pacific  policy,  stimulating  them  to  ia- 
duatry  and  agricultural  pursuits,  and  ineoluting 
on  their  minds  the  benefits  of  civilisation,  seized 
on  the  first  favorable  ojjporianity  which  ofl'ered, 
when  we  were  contending  for  onr  existence  as  a 
nrereign  and  independent  nation  against  the 


undivided  strength  of  Great  Britain,  to  take  up 
armsagainii  us,  and  make  a  common  cause  witn 
ihe  enemy;  actuated  to  this  measure,  no  doubt, 
by  British  and  Spanish  counsellors,  and  supplied, 
as  we  know,  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war  at  Pensacola.  While  they  were  in  our  power, 
weak  and  unprotected,  we  cherished  and  fed 
them ;  we  Introduced  among  them  implementi  of 
industry,  taught  them  to  cultivate  the  soil,  and 
the  use  of  the  wheel  and  loom.  We  respected 
their  territory,  and  prohibited  all  inlrDUOUi  upon 
it.  When  they  found  lu  hard  pressed,  by  ih» 
most  powerful  nation  in  Europe,  we  naked  not 
their  ftssistance,  but  advised  them  to  atay  at  home 
and  remain  in  peace;  we  told  them  not  to  fight 
on  either  side.  But  the  demon  of  foreign  seduc- 
tion came  among  ihem;  false  hoMs  we/e  iafuied 
into  their  minds;  promises  of  British  aid  were 
made  to  them;  the  prophetic  delusion  of  ioTio- 
cibiliiy  nerved  tbe  warrior's  arm,  and  the  toma- 
hawk and  scalping  knife  were  raised  against  their 
benefactors,  wielded  with  all  the  fary  of  eavagt 
barbarity,  rendered  still  more  ferocious  by  the  io- 
flueoce  of  superstition  andfanaticism.  Suchwaa 
(heir  ingratitude,  and  such  the  return  for  oar 
magnanimity  I  The  bloody  contest  ensued.  The 
massacre  at  Duck  river,  at  Fort  Mimms,  and  the 
butchery  of  our  frontier  inhabiunls,  wiiitoat  re- 
gard to  age,  lex,  or  condition,  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  the  afflicted  friends  and  relatives 
who  survived  the  onfortunate  victims,  whose  in- 
nocBot  blood  stained  the  guilty  hand  of  tbe  inex- 
orable savage.  The  melancholy  story  of  tbeii 
wrongs  will  be  handed  down  to  the  iaieat  gai»' 
rations.  I  hope  they  will  not  be  forgotten  tf 
their  country.  At  this  momentous  crisis  Jackson 
sprung  from  the  retirement  in  which  hb  rigorous 
mind  bad  been  permitted  to  slumber,  and  con- 
template, not  without  emotions  of  painful  rwret, 
the  disasters  whioh  marked  the  progress  of^our 
armies.  He  took  the  field,  at  the  head  of  the 
hardy  and  intrepid  sons  of  Teanesaee— his  faith- 
ful companions  in  arms.  They  penetrated  Ihe 
swarape  and  the  forests,  enduring^  with  maoly 
fortitude,  every  hardship  and  privation  which  tbe 
most  vivid  imaginarioo  can  conceive  or  baraaa 
language  portray.  The  god  of  battles  was  ob 
their  aide;  rictory  attended  their  steps;  they 
conquered.  The  ranqnished  enemy  disperaed — 
a  part  of  them  fled  into  Florida,  to  throw  them- 
selves ouder  British  protection,  and  the  reaidoe 
surrendered  to  the  mercy  of  the  ooiiqaering  Gen- 
eral. And  tbe  articles  of  capitulation,  signed  <ki 
the  9th  of  August,  1814,  hare  been  called  a  treaty 
— a  chefd'auvn — in  diplomacy,  cruel  and  intalt- 
ing  in  its  terms,  to  a  miserable  fallen  foe;  derog- 
atory to  the  national  charactar,  and  tbe  maia  causa 
of  tbe  recent  war  of  the  Seminoles.  1  have  vet 
to  learn  that  the  sabjugalion  of  one  tribe  of  In- 
dians, and  tbe  terms  of  tbetr  submission,  is  justi- 
fiable cause  of  war  on  ibe  part  of  another  and  a 
distinct  tribe.  But,  independent  of  this  objsetisB 
to  the  ground  assumed  by  the  boaorafale  Speaker. 
I  contend  there  is  nothing  in  these  artielu  of 
capitnlatioo,  either  unreasonable  or  Incompaiibla 
•with  Iha  soQiid  morality  which,  it  seems,  w<nt* 


mSTOKT  OF  OOMOKXSS. 


DM 


Fsbhuakt,  181ft. 


H.  or  R. 


BsdUt  diMingniahed  the  Com  mini  on  en  si  Ghenl. 
IjCI  it  be  remembered  Ihat  a  conqii«ing  Oeaeral, 
ia  iht  field,  isks  ooibing  of  the  enemy  as  a  mai- 
ler of  coonetjr.  Hit  buaineu  n  to  demand  jui- 
liee,  and  eoforce  a  oompliaDce  at  the  point  oi  tbe 
bayonet.  And  what  are  tbe  conditionE  on  whicb 
General  Jackson  agreed  to  receive  the  submis- 
sJDii*  of  an  enemf  wbo  had  made  on  the  United 
States  an  unprovoked  war,  in  aid  of  a  contem- 
plated Uow  to  be  Etrnck  by  Oreat  Britain,  on  tbe 
great  emporium  of  oor  wetlern  commerce  1  He 
demaQda  "an  eiitii Talent  for  all  expense*  iacorred 
'  io  proaeentiog  the  war  to^ts  final  termination ; 
'  lhat  the  Creek  nation  abandon  all  ioterconrse 
'  with  the  BriiJEh  and  Spanish  posts,  those  tnfer- 
'  nal  fiends  who  had  excited  them  to  war ;  that 

*  the;  aeknowledKc  ihe  right  of  the  United  Siatee 
'  to  eelablish  miTftarjr  posts  and  trading-hooies, 
'  sod  open  road*  wiihin  their  territory,  and  to  ibe 
'*  ftee  navigation  of  their  waters;  that  tbey  sor- 

*  render  the  properly  taken  from  eitizens  of  tbe 
'  United  States  and  friendly  Indians,  in  reiurn 
'  for  which  tbe  properly  of  those  who  submitted 
'  wu  to  be  restored;  and  lhat  tbe  instigators  of 
■  tbe  war,  whether  foreigners  or  (vopbets,  if  found 
'within  tbeir  territory,  should  be  captured  and 

*  anr rendered.  Tbe  United  Stales  Tolantarily 
'  tiDderlake  to  maintain  those  deluded,  infainaied 
'  people,  Uoiil  they  shall  be  enabled   (o  support 

*  themselrea  by  their  own  labor."  Sir,  I  will 
thank  any  gentleman  to  deslguaie  which  of  these 
Mipulatioos  be  would  have  omitted.  Are  they 
not  all  essential  to  a  permanent  peace,  and  a  Jnst 
iademniflcation  for  ihe  injuries  we  had  sDstained 
from  these  red  allies  of  Qreat Britain?  Yes,  sir; 
nor  could  General  Jackson  have  done  less  in  ibe 
faithful  performance  of  his  duty  ;  and  less  could 
not  have  been  expected  by  a  conquered  tribe  of 
Indians  under  similar  circumstances. 

Tbe  frequent  use  of  the  word  "demand,"  which 
hat  given  so  much  offence,  corresponds  precisely 
with  ihe  naiare  of  ihe  irannetion,  which  wan 
|wrely  military,  purporlliig  on  its  face  to  be  "ar- 
ticles of  agreement  and  capitnlaiion,"  bearing  no 
reaemblaoce  to  a  formal  treaty  entered  into  by 
the  moiiul  conaent  of  two  independent  soveretan- 
ties.  I  can  perceive  nothing  en  the  faee  of  ibis 
capituIaiioD,  either  in  form  or  Eubsiance,  which 
U  laeonsislenl  with  a  proper  respect  for  oor  own 
•afety,  or  incompatible  with  national  honor.  The 
right  to  make  roads,  and  esiahlitb  trading- houses 
and  military  posis  on  ihe  laods  reserved  lo  the 
Creeks,  to  which  exception  has  been  taken,  as  a 
high- handed,  arbitrary  measure,  is  universal 
among  all  the  Indiao  tribes  within  our  limits. 
l>do  noi  helieTe  it  was  ever  before  questioned  or 
•omplaiaed  of.     But  we  are  lold  that  this  com- 

Sict  was  not  entered  into  by  a  majority  of  the 
reek  nation;  that  it  is  not  binding  on  them;  and 
the  territory  acquired  under  ii  reverts.  Doder  ihe 
•tipulation  contained  in  the  ninth  ariicle  of  the 
Treaty  ofObenL  So  said  Colonel  Nicbolls  and 
Arbathnot;  and  to  said  Lord  Casitereagb,  ootil 
our  vigilaot  and  enlizbtened  Minister,  then  resi- 
dm  io  London,  satisfied  him  that  the  treaty  did 
lot  embrace  the  ease.    England,  the  only  Power 


in  Burope  interested  in  the  queMioo,  has  aban- 
doned her  objections  to  our  title,  but  thev  are  re- 
newed on  this  floor,  doubtless  for  the  sole  object 
of  promoiiug  the  Inleresta  of  the  United  Stales ! 
Sir,  all  thai  we  gained  during  the  late  arduous 
•lioggle  with  Great  Briiain,  except  the  glory  of 
our  land  and  naval  victories,  was  this  liille  in- 
demnity from  a  domestic  enemy,  wbo  made  war 
on  us  without  the  slightest  apology.  And  I  ask, 
if  it  accords  with  tbe  "expanded  views  of  an 
American  iiateiman,"  lo  throw  the  weight  of  his 
reasoning  and  opinions  againsi  tbe  fair  claim  of 
the  United  States  lo  a  icact  of  country  so  dearly 
purchased  with  tbe  best  blood  of  the  nation,  and 
thereby  revive  donbu  of  our  title  already  answev 
ed  10  Iheenlire  utisfaciion  of  the  British  Cabi- 
net, to  whom  alone  we  are  bound  to  answer  quea- 
tions  arising  under  the  treaty  of  peace?  The 
ntemoraUe  visii  of  Nicbolls,  and  his  red  com- 
panion Hillis  Ha  jo,  to  Bnglaad,  was  made  for  Ibe 
express  purpose  of  obtaining  the  aid  of  that  GoT- 
ernment  in  the  war,  which  was  then  contem* 
plated  to  ditposeesa  the  United  Stales  of  Ihe  lands 
ceded  br  the  Creek  nation  on  the  Qih  of  August, 
1S14.  Had  this  debate  taken  place  prior  to  their 
departure,  they  would  have  been  furnished  with 
an  interpretation  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  favora- 
ble to  their  canse,  given,  too,  by  one  of  the  Amer- 
ican OommiBuonert  who  negotiated  il,  in  thia 
deliberative  assembly.  With  such  a  paper,  oom- 
Ing  from  such  high  anthotity.althongh  not  tlrietly 
ofncial,  they  might,  indeed,  have  assumed  an  im- 
posing attiiude  wtin  Ihe  Briliah  minietry.  Out 
difficulties  iron  Id  have  thickened  around  us,  and 
the  peace  of  the  Union  might  have  been  endan- 
gered, without  s  relinquishment  on  our  part  of 
Ihe  lands  so  necessary  id  the  growing  strength 
and  population  of  out  Southeio  States  and  "^r- 
ritoriea,  for  the  possession  of  which  we  were  in- 
debted to  the  valor  and  patriotism  of  that  man 
who,  for  having  done  too  moch  for  his  country, 
is  arraigned  as  a  criminal  at  the  bat  of  this  House. 
The  Treaty  of  1790,  made  at  New  York,  with 
McQillivray,  was  objected  to  on  tbe  tame  pra- 
texls  now  urged  to  defeat  the  agreement  made  at 
Fori  Jackson  in  1814.  The  Baron  De  Caronde- 
let,  in  behalf  of  the  Creek  Indians,  protested 
against  it  as  abMlately  null  and  void,  because  it 
had  not  been  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  tbe  na- 
tioD.  On  the  recent  occasion  Spain  is  sitent,and 
we  are  favored  with  the  humane  and  benevolent 
interposition  of  Nicholls  and  Woodbine,  Arbath- 
not  and  Ambtisiet  I  I  confess,  sir,  1  have  no 
ambition  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  either  of 
these  sage  and  beneficent  eoaneelloTs;  ilia  enough 
for  me  to  vindieaie  the  rights  of  my  own  country 
against  the  attacks  of  all  foreign  emissaries,  what- 
ever guise  they  may  assume  lo  accomplish  their 
deiesiable  purposes.  An  honorable  gentleman 
from  PeonsylTania  (Mr.  HopkihsoH)  baa  said, 
that  every  step  we  have  taken,  in  reference  to 
the  unfotmnate  aborigines,  whom  we  found  in 
possession  of  tbe  soil  over  which  we  have  spread 
our  popnlaiion,  ha*  been  marked  with  cruelly  and 
blooi  ;  and  the  honorable  Speaker  has  informed 
us,  that  the  friends  of  l^ilimacy  in  Burope  make 
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two  Bcrioui  md  important  ehcrgn  tgsiast  this 
••bbItt:  the  one  ii  ID  JDOidiQatB  spirit  of  anrtaii- 
dbsmciil,  and  the  other  i be  tmtmeDt  which  we 
aitvnd  to  the  Indians.  Now,  sir,  with  all  the 
reaped  which  1  eoterlaiD  for  ihoM  geatlemen, 
and  for  the  political  moralitjr  of  the  frteads  of 
l^iiimaey  in  Earope,  I  deny,  in  (heir  whole  ex- 
MBt,  the  aoonner  of  these  chargri;  thejr  are 
BMUppoi ted  either  by  biitory  or  the  experJesee 
of  any  man  liring.  When  did  the  United  States 
makeaDoSenaire  waroD  an  lodian  tribe?  When 
did  ibey  extend  their  settlements  within  the 
boundary  of  Indian  territory,  without  a  fall  etjoir- 
■lant,  avreed  on  by  treaty,  fairly  eooclnded  and 
ncMHied?  I  ebtttlcDge  any  geoileKi*B  to  put  his 
Inger  on  tbat  page  orhistory  which  affords  eri- 
deace  of  thaae  fact*.  Aad  can  BagUad  or  Spain 
make  tbe  same  decUtalioos,  san>orud  br  a  t«- 
iHMpect  on  their  pasteoRdnet  towards  the  Indian 
tribe*  within  thair  teiritoiial  limits?  No,  air  1 
tbar  gnat  land*  for  military  ■crriees,  and  posh 
tkeir  aelilementB  witbont  tha  amallest  re^Mct  for 
ladkn  boundary.  The  law  of  forse  is  ibe  only 
rate  which  they  recogniie  as  applicabia  to  these 
people;  and  if  pr«seBta,fararB,<wpri*ileges,iia«s 
Dcm  oacariooally  granted  lo  them,  they  were 
Waad  ia  uaiice,  or  intended  to  stimulata  them 
to  tb«  iinta«ioiu  wars  wbicb  baveprorcd  bo  fatal 
to  (h«m,  aad  wbieh  bare  drcoohedonr  exleaslTe 
lioBtier  in  the  blood  of  our  cittien*.  I  appeal  to 
•nry  Wastflra  man  whether,  in  the  long  cam- 
-logae  of  Indian  hostilitiea,  from  the  period  of  the 
Bi«Tolalisn  ap  to  tha  present  moment,  one  in- 
BtancB  can  be  desisMtad  in  which  the  war  eonld 
not  be  traced  to  the  inflaence  of  Briitsfa  agents 
and  traders?  Whether  we  bare  not  coaiianity 
andearored  (a  withdraw  tbeir  attention  from  the 
art  of  war;  to  ciiliivaie  with  them  the  relatioas 
of  peace  and  amiiy;  to  ciriliie  them,  end  ame- 
lieraie  their  condi(i<Hi  1  These  facts  are  notorious 
and  indtapotablei  they  demonstrate,  most  clearly, 
tbe  mildaeu  and  justice  of  our  policy  towards 
the  aaTage  tribes,  and  leave  no  foundation  for  the 
eha^B  made  on  this  Oovernment,  either  hf  the 
legitimaiM  of  Karope  or  the  citixaia  of  our  own 
ooontry. 

I  arar,  withom  ibe  fear  of  eontradieilon,  that 
Ibe  United  State*  hare,  on  all  oerasiona,  wilhont 
a  single  exoeplion  to  the  Qontraiy,  aoled  on  tbe 
dtfenairs  in  tbe  commencement  of  erety  war 
with  OUT  Indian  neighbors ;  tbat  tbe^  hare  nerer 
uned  a  deaf  earto  the  voice  of  cooeiliatioo ;  aitd 
we  hare  abuadaot  eridence  that  tbe  late  8emi- 
nolewarwas  of  a  character  similar  in  all  respects 
to  those  which  preoeded  it.  Thefinger  of  British 
intrigue,  aad  of  Spanish  duplicity  and  oopni- 
-Taaoe,  are  Tisible  from  the  verjr  incepiioa  of 
these  hoaittitiea  to  their  final  termiaatioa.  1  will 
net  detain  the  Committee  bj  entering  into  a  me- 
thodical and  critical  examtnatjon  of  tbe  docu- 
ments, in  the  hands  of  erery  gentleman ;  showing 
the  means  employed  to  excite  thii  war,  the  prepa- 
rations made  for  its  prosecaiion,  and  the  guar- 
antee of  ultimate  aid  from  the  British  OoTern- 
meat  to  recover  the  lands  for  whieh  the  outlawed 
Ciaeks  contended.    They  are  voluminon*  and 


maltifaiions ;  many  of  Ibem  oSoiBl,aiid  all  lead- 
ing to  the  nnatoidable  conelusioo,  that  notbiag 
short  of  ■  teaioration  of  these  lands,  ttpen  lite 
mest  humiliatiag  terms,  could  avert  the  impend- 
ing blow.  I  will  endeavor  to  present  a  sommary 
of  tbe  prominent  ocenrrenees,  on  wbich  I  may 
safely  rest  the  viodicatioa  of  this  aoTcrnroaDt 
against  the  charge  of  aggression.  The  aecapa- 
lion  of  a  strong  military  post  on  the  Appalaeai- 
cola,  the  as]rlum  of  fvuitive  slaves,  of  vagaboodt, 
and  banditti,  of  hostile  Indiaai,  and  of  all  who 
would  enlist  under  the  English  jack,  or  ibe  bloody 
flag,  is  the  first  certain  indioalioo  of  tbe  approaab- 
ing  rupture.  It  was  the  niMleus  from  which  all 
the  subsequent  proceedings  generated  and  ma- 
tured. Tbe  Oovernmeoi  of  Spain  taaillf  aoqni- 
eated  in  this  open  viohtiioa  of  iia  neutral  territory. 
Not  even  the  redoubtaUe  Don  Jose  Uasot  wn> 
heard  to  complain,  axoept  far  tbe  aednation  «nd 
employment  of  negroes  belonging  loSpaoiali  anb' 
jecis,  111  ibis  iri-eoTored  eolleetion  of  oatlavaafHl 
murderers.  Tbe  demands  aude  on  tbe  United 
SiaKB,  as  the  sole  eonditioa  on  which  peaaa  eoaU 
be  preserved,  and  the  objects  coniamiaated  in  the 
eraoli'on  of  this  Negro  fort,  are  spaciftoally  an- 
Douacad  by  that  prince  of  seoundreis.  Colonel 
Edward  NichoUs,  in  bis  several  lettcra  to  Colonel 
Hawkioi,  then  the  Greek  agent.  Tbia  fellow 
sometimes  siylea  himself  "conmaader  of  tbe 
British  forces  in  the  Ploridaa,"  and  at  otbcn 
"commander  of  Hi*  Britannia  Hajaoiy's  forect 
in  the  Creek  nation."  And  on  one  of  hia  0081- 
manicatioos  is  eadorsed  "on  His  firitanole  Ma- 
jesty's service  1"  What  forces  bad  Great  Briiaiii 
in  the  Floridas,  or  in  the  Creek  natioal  At 
peace  with  Spain  and  the  United  States,  by  what 
authority  could  that  Government  station  a  mili- 
tary force  within  the  territories  of  either?  These 
extraordinary  transactions,  it  is  true,  have  been 
verbally  disavowed,  but  they  have  nevar  been 
explained  in  (be  manner  called  for  by  their  aais- 
ehievous  leodeoey,  and  necessary  (a  exempt  the 
British  Ministry  from  the  wril-gronadad  snipt- 
mon  ofa  parlioiaaiion  ia  them.  On  tbe  flSib  of 
April,  181^  jNicholl*  informed  Colonel  Hawkini 
tut  tbe  ehieb  bad  come  (o  a  deternunatioa  "  not 
'  to  permit  the  least  intercourse  between  tbeir 
'  people  and  those  of  tbe  United  States.  Th^ 
'  have,  in  conse^neneej  (said  he,)  ordered  lha(n 
'  to  cease  all  communication,  aitbev  directly  or 
'  iadireolly,  with  tbe  territory  or  oit^as  of  the 
'  United  Slates."  They  further  wainad  the  citi- 
zens of  Lbe  United  Siatea  from  entering  tbe  ter- 
ritory or  communicating,  directly  or  iitdirecilf, 
with  the  Creek  people ;  and  they  deeortbe  theit 
territory  to  be  as  it  stood  in  tbe  year  1811.  Tksy 
add  their  adhesion  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  as  aa 
independent  ally  of  His  Britannie  Hajaaty.  If  a 
doabt  exists  as  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  thii 
insolent  letter,  which  was  itself  aufficienl  caast 
for  hostile  operations  on  our  part,  it  is  fully  n- 
moved  by  a  subsequent  letter  from  the  same  in- 
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'  lUod  on  the  defeotirr,  and  bare  teat  them  a 
'laige  aapply  of  arms  aod  aD)niui]iiieD,«Dd  told 
'them  10  put  lo  doth  without  mercf  anf  ooe 
<  nolMliDg  them."  Again:  ''Tbep  have  giren 
'  their  eooseat  to  await  joat  anawu  before  they 
'  take  revenge ;  but,(if,  the;  are  impatient  for  it, 
'  and  well  armed,  as  the  whole  naijoa  now  ii,  and 
'  iioied  with  ammuoilioD  and  proviaioiiB,  baring 
'a  stronghold  to  retire  upon  in  caM  of  a  superior 
'force  appearing."  He  likewiie  ibrratens  the 
"  good  ana  innocent  ciiizeni  on  the  froDiier,"  and 
■dmoniahee  oai  agent  "  that  they  do  not  find  that 
oar  cilizeos  are  eTBcaaling  their  lands  acoordioir 
to  the  ninlb  article  of  the  Tteat;  of  QheoL^ 
After  thia  undisguised  ezposiiion  of  Ibeir  rine 
qua  mm,  their  means  of  annoyance,  (heir  security 
from  attack  by  a  superior  force  in  the  "strong- 
hold" which  the  sagacity  of  their  leader  had  pro- 
vided, and  their  impudent  threat  of  war  nod  ven- 
geance afainsl  "  the  good  and  ionoceal  citizens 
on  the  froatier,"  what  rnao,  wboee  mind  is  free 
from  the  despotic  sway  of  prejudice,  can  hesitate 
as  lo  the  seiued  determiitatioo  of  these  Indian* 
to  commence  hostilities  on  the  United  States, 
wheaevet  ihey  sbauld  be  ordeied  to  strike  by 
tbeir  good  friend  Ct^onel  Nichollsl  To  ascer* 
tain  with  certaintj  haw  far  tbey  mixht  depend 
on  Biitish  protection,  Nieholis  aod  Hillis  Hajo 
proceeded  lo  London,  with  the  famous  address  of 
all  the  chiefs  to  their  good  father.Eing  Oeorge. 
This  paper,  ofwbich  ColooelNicholla  is  both  the 
hero  aaa  the  autbor,  breathes  the  same  spirit  of 
anmity  to  this  coontry  which  runs  through  the 
whole  of  hid  letters  aod  eorrespondenca.  In  order 
to  recommend  themselves  to  the  favor  of  the 
Eins,  they  assure  him  that  thev  '-  have  foaghl 
'  ana  bled  for  bim  against  the  Americans;  that 
'  they  will  truly  keep  the  talks  which  his  chief 
'  baa  given  them,  if  he  will  be  graciouily  pleased 
'  to  continue  bis  protection  ;  that  thejr  are  deier- 
'  mined  to  cease  having  any  communication  with 
'  the  Americans,  and  warn  tbem  to  keep  out  of 
'  their  nation."  These  lalks,  which  they  gave  a 
|dedge  truly  to  keep,  were  to  "  pot  to  deaib,  with- 
ont  mercy,  ererv  Amerioan  who  should  be  fouod 
on  the  lands  ceaed  by  tbe-Treatjr  of  Fort  Jack- 
son." The  depuiBlioD  was  received  with  every 
mark  of  politeness  and  aiteniion.  Hillis  Hajo 
was  honored  by  the  Prince  Regeni  with  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General  In  His  Majesty's  service, 
and  presented  with  a  splendid  suit  of  British  nni- 
form,  toaetber  with  a  rifle,  tomahawk,  and  scalp- 
ing knife,  of  British  manuficinre,  with  the  royal 
arms  engraven  upon  each  of  tham.  These  cir- 
eutoslaoces  aiiracied  the  aitentionof  Mr- Adams, 
our  Minister  there,  sad  several  notes  were  ad- 
dressed by  him  to  Earl  Batburst  and  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  on  the  subject  of  the  unwarrantable 
proceedings  of  Hicholls,  in  Florida,  and  of  the 
address  b^ore  noticed,  which  was  called  a  treaty 
ofiienaive  and  defensive.  To  ihese  notes  no  writ- 
ten reply  was  furniihed;  they  carefully  avoided 
a  correspondence,  in  writing,  relative  to  these 
transactions]  and  Lord  Batburst,  when  pressed 
by  out  Minister  in  a  conversation,  observed,  "  lo 
(ell  you  the  truth,  Colonel  NichoUs  is,  I  beliere, 


a  rasn  of  KiivityaBd  efiiit,  bat  a  very  wild  M- 
low."  He  sent  him  word  that  he  had  no  aa- 
ihoriiy  lo  make  a  tKaty  offensive  aad  defoaoiTe 
with  iheae  Indians,  and  that  the  OovemmeM 
would  not  make  any  sgch  treaty.  He  deolioad 
seeing  him  on  that  project,  hat  expressed  bis  in- 
tention of  having  an  uterview  with  him  on  the 
affairs  of  Florida,  generally.  This  guarded  cettm 
of  conduct,  combined  with  sufaEequent  events,  go 
iar  to  strengthen  the  belief  that  the  proceedinn 
of  Nieholis  on  all  (he  other  points  were  not  dm- 
approved,  slihough  they  could  not  receive  the 
opea  approbation  of  the  British  CabiaeL  That 
war  was  to  be  ntade  on  (he  United  States  by  the 
Indians  in  Florida,  and  their  while  and  Uaok  ^ 
lies,  is  a  fact  established  by  each  a  crowd  of  la^ 
timooy,  that  it  would  be  dificnll  to  select  tfaat 
which  would  he  deemed  mo«(  eoneliisive  and 
satisfactory.  I  will  select  only  one  depoailiiM, 
which  is  so  well  supported,  and  affords  saah  pna- 
oise  informaiion,  thai  1  beg  leave  lo  read  it  to  the 
Commiuae. 

"ntiepotUtenefSonrntlJervau. 

■■SuiiDSl  Jervsis  being  doly  sworn,  states,  that  Iw' 
has  been  ■  sergeant  <rf  marines  in  Ibe  Briti^  •etriea 
for  thirieen  Ves)*  past  i  that,  ibout  a  month  sgo,  he 
left  AppslsoicoU,  wbere  he  bad  been  stadorod  Ibr 
■averal  months ;  that  the  BngHsk  Ootenel,  Nlehefls, 
had  ptendsMi  the  hostUa  iBdiana  at  (hat  plaos  a  sank 
ef  anas  and  anuaimitleiv  a  large  qnaMtj  of  wtuA 
had  been  dsHvaied  to  them  a  fow  diTa  bafav  his  da- 
partore,  and  after  the  news  ef  a  peace  hstwesn  Bng* 
Lmd  and  die  Umtad  Statss  bsmg  oonAmed,  bad 
laadtad  Appalachi  "  '  - 
livaied,  were,  of  ca 
tax,  and  two  ootMiitis,  about  thraa  IhoaeaBd  stand  af 
amtU  inns,  and  near  three  thousand  barrsb  of  powdar 
and  baU  -,  that  the  British  left  with  the  Indians  be- 
tween three  snd  four  handled  negr 
United  States,  princlpaUy  I 
arms  and  anunnnition  were  for  the  ns*  of  the  li 
and  negroes,  for  the  pnrposcs,  as  it  was  understood,  of 
war  with  the  United  Sutaa ;  that  the  Indiana  were 
ssenred  by  the  British  commander  that,  according  to 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  all  the  land*  ceded  by  the  Creaks 
in  treaty  with  General  Jadsoo  were  to  be  restored; 
otharwiae  Ibe  ladians  nnst  fight  for  those  lands,  and 
that  the  British  wobM  In  a  tboit  ttass  assM  ihem. 
hfi 
••BAHL.H  JBRVAES. 
maA. 

"Sworn  and  sabseribsd  to  before  me,  this  Bth  Msf , 
1816,  at  the  town  of  Mobile.  ' 

-i.  JUDaof</.  p.- 

The  evidence  of  this  man  is  subslaalially  •••• 
lained  by  Lieutenaai  Loomis,  who  so  gallantly 


anis  who  bad  sought  refuge  within  its  walls. 
Besides  the  letter  of  Lienienani  Loomis  to  Cota- 
modorePaiierson,  lamsuihorized  by  a  naval  oS- 


hundred  barrels  of  powder ;  three  thousand  stand 
of  British  muskets,  packed  in  cases;  equipments 
complete  for  fire  hundred  dragoons  j  |nstois,aat- 
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lauei,  and  Mrbinni  foar  iw«otT-foar  ponadera, 
ukcB  from  the  Briiiih  frigata  C^dnua,  wilh  the 
name  of  ibac  ship  tKi  them  :  one  field  piece, 
BDQDted ;  and  two  five-aad-a-balf  inch  bra»  bow- 
itxers.  8ucb  wer«  the  preparHlioDB  made  for  ibe 
war,  which  was  sQspeDded  only  for  (he  arrival 
of  Ibe  red  chief  Hillii  Hajo,  and  his  compaajon 
ColoDtl  Nichollt.  The  destruction  of  thia"siroDg 
hold,"  on  which  tbe  Indiana  might  retire  in  caie 
o(  diMomfitare,  and  of  the  arms  and  ammuni- 
tioD  which  had  been  deposited  there,  induced 
Nicholli  to  procrastinate  his  return  to  Florida, 
and  to  appoint  as  bis  successor  in  the  good  work 
wbieb  be  bad  b^nn  Alexander  Arbuibnot,  of 
the  ialand  of  New  Proridence.  This  man  made 
bu  appearance  in  Florida  ia  the  character  of  an 
Bneliih  trader  in  tbe  year  1817,  and  simnltane- 
.aRly  the  warwboop  resounded  through  the  for- 
eits,  and  the  blood  of  out  citizens  began  to  flow 
on  tbe  borders  of  Qeorgla  and  tbe  Alabama  ter- 
ritory. I  shall  pretently  take  «  closer  view  of 
the  means  resorted  to  by  this  iofernal  miuionary 
to  kindle  the  flame  of  war  and  Tengeaoee  among 
the  deluded  Seminoles  and  Red  Sticks.  It  ia 
euoagh  on  this  pari  of  tbe  argument  to  show  that 
they  were  succfssful,  and  ibat  acluaL  violence 
was  committed  on  the  "good  and  peaceable  inbab- 
itaota  of  tbe  frontier,"  in  conformity  with  the 
menace  of  his  predecessor,  Nich oils ;  and  that  tbe 
United  Slates  were  compelled  to  take  up  aims 
ud  cbiuiiae  the  saTages,  in  tbeir  own  defenoe, 
aflw  repeated  efforts  to  bring  them  lo  a  sense  of 
jaitiee  and  of  their  own  interwts,  by  friendly 
talk*  and  pacific  remonatranees. 

Need  I  ransack  the  documents  on  oar  ales  to 
collect  the  cTidenee  of  tbe  murders  and  robberies 
which  preceded  the  determiDBlion  of  this  Oo*- 
ernment  to  commenceofiensive  operations  against 
Ihe  Indians  in  Florida  1  Tbey  must  be  fresh  in 
tbe  recollection  of  every  gentleman.  Tbey  have 
been  so  often  repeated  by  my  honorable  friends, 
that  I  will  forbear  Ibe  painful  task  of  recouoiiag 
them.  The  cruel  massacre  of  sged  mothers  and 
helpless  infancy  were  spread  aloag  ihe  whole 
line  of  our  Southern  frontier  in  that  ouartei. 
Tbe  threatened  war  soon  ripened  into  full  m>tu> 
rity.  Tbe  murders  commilted  on  our  unoffeod- 
ing  citizens  were  openly  avowed,  and  justiGsd 
nnder  the  boUow  and  unfounded  pretence  of 
retaliation  for  aimilar  outrages  alleged  lo  have 
been  practised  by  Che  Oeorgiaoa  on  their  people. 
As  early  as  the  Oih  of  February,  1817,  the  Qov- 
•roof  of  Georgia  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  the 
General  Qoverument  for  the  protection  of  ihe 
•zpoaed  ■eillemenis  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
«*er  which  be  presiided.  He  details  eircurostan- 
ees  calculated  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  hostile 
apiritof  the  savages,  and  of  tbe  active  prepara- 
tions which  were  making  by  Woodbine  and  Nich- 
oils  to  carry  their  hellisb  designs  into  execution. 
Scenes  of  crueliv,  at  the  recital  of  which  human- 
ity shudders,  followed  in  Guccession;  and  still 
the  Bzecuiive  paused,  and  demanded  the  puoisb- 
meni  only  of  the  offenders.  On  ibe  24th  of  Feb- 
rnary,  1817,  fifteen  Indian  warriors  entered  the 
icaccfnl  dwelling  of  the  uararionaie  Qtrrei,  a 


citizen  of  Wayne  county,  In  Qeorgia  ;  finding 
in  it  only  Mrs.  Qairei  and  her  two  in»int  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom  was  three  years  old,  and  the 
olher  in  its  mother's  arms,  on  whom  she  bad  be- 
stowed her  tender  smiles  and  caresses  for  the  short 
period  of  two  months.  Tbe  helpless  condition 
of  Ibis  family,  tbeir  natural  protector  being  absent, 
innocent  and  unoffending,  alike  incapable  of  in- 
flicting or  repelling  injury  and  insult,  surroonded 
by  a  Mnd  of  armed  ruffians,  exhibited  a  pieluie 
of  human  misery  and  heart-rending  dialrecs, 
which  might  well  have  lamed  the  ferocity  of  Ibe 
most  blood?  monster  who  ever  trod  the  face  of 
(he  habitable  globe.  But  their  cries  and  entrea- 
ties  were  nnaTalllng:  the  unhappy  mother  was 
twice  shot  through  (be  body,  stabbed,  and  scalped; 
her  Iwo  babes  murdered;  ber  house  robbed  of 
all  tbe  valuable*  which  it  contained;  aod,  to 
complete  tbe  melaoeholy  catastrophe,  (he  lighted 
torch  was  applied  to  tbe  building,  where  once 
they  enjoyed  the  tweets  of  domestic  comforts, 
and  where  now  their  mangled  and  lifeles.^  form* 
lay  prostrate,  covered  with  the  warm  blood  yet 
streaming  from  tbeir  hearts ;  and  the  flames 
which  ascended  to  heaven  wafted  (heir  apitiu 
into  the  preseoceof  a  jnsi  God,  while,  amidst  ihe 
devouring  element,  their  ashes  mingled  io  one 
common  grave  I    The  miad  which  cag  contem- 

Elate  with  calm  composure  deeds  of  cruelty  and 
arbarity  like  these,  must  be  desiltttle  of  that 
refined  sensibility  which  ennobles  and  dignifies 
our  nature  in  all  the  social  relations  of  life. 

This  act  alone,  independent  of  tbe  btaekliil 
which  both  preceded  and  followed  li,  was  open, 
unqualiSed  war  on  the  United  States,  unless  the 
criminal  perpetratdrs  of  these  crimes,  whose  enw* 
miiy  resembles  more  the  tales  of  fiction  and  ro- 
mance than  tbe  narrative  of  real  unsophisticated 
truths,  should  receive  ihe  j)rompt  and  condign 
punishment  which  ihey  so  justly  merited.  G«i- 
eral  Gaines,  in  obedience  to  instruciiaus,  de- 
manded the  murderers,  and  admonished  the  chiefs 
of  tbe  consequences  which  would 


It  was  not  only  refused,  but  fresh  outrages  of  a 
similar  character  were  repeated, until  the  seizure 
and  indiscriminate  massacre  of  a  boat's  crew, 
under  tbe  command  of  Lieutenant  Scoli,  put  an 
eod  (0  all  hope  of  concilia(ion,  and  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  War,  by  the  direction  of  the  PAsident, 
ordered  (he  commanding  General  to  cross  iho 
Florida  line,  and  terminate  speedily  this  war, 
''  with  exemplarv  punishment  for  hostilities  so 
unprovoked."  The  honor  of  (he  United  States 
required  that  every  drop  of  innocent  blood  which 
bad  been  so  wantonly  shed  should  be  washed  out 
by  tbe  most  ample  atonement ;  and,  to  effect  this 
object,  QAeral  Jackson  was  directed  to  ossumi 
(he  immediate  command  of  Ihe  forces  in  tbit 
quarter  of  the  Southern  division. 

I  (rust,  sir,  I  have  said  enough  (o  sadsfy  tbe 
Committee  (hB(,  on  our  par(,  tbe  war  was  striedf 
defensive,  entered  into  reluc(anily,  after  evcir 


looable  expedient  to  avett  it  had  been  resorted 
in  vain. 
As  to  Ihe  propriety  of  a  formal  and  legislative 
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daelBntion  of  war  i^insi  aa  iDdino  tribe,  the 
idea  ncTer  before  entered  the  icaagiaaiioo  ofan^ 
man  dnrios  all  the  contests  with  the  aborigiaes, 
tbroogfa  vnieh  we  have  waded.  Like  mHDy  other 
subtleties  which  have  diveraified  (bis  discassioo,  it 
is  of  roodera  origin,  and  may  be  classed  among 
the  numeroni  discoveries  of  Ihe  preieol  daj, 
which  are  cot  eiclusivel;  confiaed  lo  mecban- 
ism,  bnt  frequeniW  enlarge  the  scopai  and  ea- 
lighten  the  pathol^politicalacience.  Tbeanswer 
(0  ibia  objectioa,  if,  indeed,  it  deserved  oae,  ha* 
bean  given  bjr  tereral  hoDOtabte  geatlamaB,  and 
jartieatarlf  by  my  boDormUe  friend  from  K%h- 
tnckp,  (Mr.  Johnbon.)  I  shall  not  iiiempi  to 
enforce  the  argament  on  a  point  so  little  entitled 
to  Mrioas  eonsideraiioa,  and  more  espeelallf  in 
this  case,  where  several  acts  of  legislaiion  have 
reeomised  the  existence  of  ilie  war,  made  with 
a  fan  kaowle^e  of  the  orders  which  bad  been 
ciTCD  bf  the  PrMident  for  its  prosecution  in  a 
Imign  lenilory.  At  tfae  last  session,  no  excep- 
tions were  taken  to  these  oiden,  but  every  man 
approved  them,  ai  properly  adapted  to  the  exi- 
gency bv  which  they  were  dictated. 

I  ehall  now,  sir,  consider  the  questions  con- 
neeted  with  the  prosecution  of  the  war  lo  iti  final 
coneltision ;  and  the  occnpaiion  of  St.  Harks  and 
PensMola,  and  of  the  fortress  of  the  Barancas, 
bv  the  American  armv.  If  I  am  laked  why 
Cmieral  Jackson  entered  the  territory  of  Florida? 
I  answer,  he  was  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  tile  United  Stales.  And,  with  respect  to 
all  the  snbseqnent  proceedings,  it  is  snlEoieot  for 
hit  Tindlestion,  that  they  met  the  approbation  of 
tbe  aame  Chief  Magistrate,  who  thereby  incnrred 
the  veapoDBibility  which  otherwise  would  have 
rested  on  the  Qeaeral  alone.  The  President,  in 
hi*  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  jnsiifies  the  occupation  of  the  posts 
of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacoh,  and  explains  the 
grounds  on  which  they  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  possession  of  Spain.  He  states, 
"that  tbe  comnanding  Oeneral  was  convinced 
'  that  he  should  fail  inliis  object,  that  be  should 

*  in  effect  accomplish  nothieg,  if  he  did  not  de- 
'  prive  those  savages  of  the  resource  on  which 
'  ibey  had  ealcnUled,  and  of  the  protection  on 
'  which  ihey  bad  relied.  In  making  the  war." 
And  further,  he  adds  that  "in  entering  Florida, 
'  to  suppress  this  eombioaiion,  no  idea  was  enler- 
'  tained  of  hoalility  to  Spain,  and,  however  jtistiQ- 
<Bbl«  the  commanding  General  was,  in  coaie- 
<  qaeBceof  tbe  misconduct  of  the  Spanish  officers, 
'  in  eotering  St.  Marks  and  Pensaeola,  to  termi- 
'  naie  it,  by  proving  to  tbe  savages  and  their  aiso- 
'  eiates  that  they  should  not  m  protected  even 
'  there;  yet  the  amicable  relations  existing  be- 

*  tween  tbe  United  States  and  Spain  could  not  be 
■  altered  by  that  act  alone."  In  addition  to  these 
views  of  the  Rxeautive,  Ihe  Secretary  of  State, 
in  his  able  letter  to  Mr.  Brving,  our  Mioigiet  at 
Madrid,  instructed  bim  to  acquaint  the  Spanish 
Qoveroment  that  the  "President  will  neither  in- 
'  flictpnnishment  not  pusaeensurenpon  Qeneral 
'  Jackson  for  thai  eoDduet,  the  moiires  for  which 
'  were  founded  in  tbe  purest  patiioiism:  of  the 
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'  necessity  for  which  he  had  the  most  immediate 
'  and  effecttial  meins  of  forming  a^udgment,  and 
'  the  vindication  of  which  Is  written  in  every 
'  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as  in  the  first 
'  law  of  nature,  self- defence."  I  have  referred  to 
these  papers,  coming  from  the  Commander-in- 
chief  of  our  army,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates,  and,  through  the  accredited 
Minister  at  Madrid,  to  the  Spanish  Qovernment, 
to  counteract  tbe  impressions  attempted  to  be 
made  by  an  unfounded  diacrimination  between 
tbe  President  and  Qeneral  Jackson,  in  relation  to 
the  military  operations  of  the  laie  Seminole 
war. 

1  am  very  sure  the  President  would  disdain  lo 
shelter  himself  from  tbe  impending  storm  by 
seeking  refuge  under  tbe  masVed  battery  which 
honortHtle  gentlemen  have,  with  so  much  inge- 
nuity, erected  for  bis  safety  and  defence.  The 
most  scrupulous  sense  of  military  honor  could 
not  desire  a  more  unequivocal  approbation  than 
is  given  by  the  President,  of  tbe  conduct  of  Qen- 
eral Jackson  in  Florida;  they  must  stand  or  fall 
t(^ther;  and  I  consider  tbe  feigned  cfibrt  to 
separate  them  deceptive  and  illusory.  If  censure 
foils  on  the  head  of  one,  it  lights  with  eqnal  vio- 
lence npon  that  of  tbe  other. 

The  act  of  crossing  the  Florida  tine,  to  subdue 
tbe  hostile  lodiBOs  in  that  province,  appertaining 
to  the  dominions  of  tbe  Spanish  monarchy,  was 
a  measure,  in  the  eiccation  of  which  the  com- 
manding Oeoeral  did  no  more  than  obey  the  call 
of  his  country,  and  tbe  imperious  obli^iions  of 
duty.  If  this  step  was  justifiable  on  principles  of 
public  law  and  tbe  usages  of  war,  the  same  jus* 
tificatioD  runs  through  all  the  operations  of  (be 
army  under  the  command  of  Qeneral  JackioB. 
Self-defence,  that  primary  law  of  nature,  either 
covers  Ihe  whole  of  these  transactions,  or  it  does 
not  afford  a  vindication  of  the  Executive,  ia  or- 
deriug  the  troops  to  march  into  Florida  and  put 
a  speedy  termination  to  the  war.  The  entry  of 
a  belligerent  grmy  into  a  neutral  territory,  with- 
oni  the  consent  of  the  Sovereign,'  is  prima/acie 
a  violation  of  his  perfect  rights,  and  amoUDiB  to 
the  definition  of  war  de  facto.  Such  an  entry, 
even  aeainsl  tbe  will  of  the  nentral  Powet'^  may, 
lie vertne less,  be  made  under  particular  ciccum- 
slanees.  and  Aimish  nogronnd  of  offence,  or  cause 
of  war,  to  the  neutral  Sovereign  ;  and  precisely 
tbe  same  cireumstances  will  justify  tbe  temporary 
seizure  of  a  neutral  town  or  military  post.  The 
conduct  of  the  neutral  towards  the  two  bellige- 
renis  must  be  impartial;  no  privilege  can  be 
granted  to  the  one,  which  may  not  be  taken  by 
the  other,  in  ibe  same  extent ;  and,  if  refused, 
force  may  be  resorted  to,  without  HUordtDg  any 
just  causa  of  comjdaini  to  the  neutral  who  is 
guilty  of  such  a  departure  from  the  rules  jtre- 
seribed  to  her  by  thesetlledlawof  nations,  which 
require  her  to  give  no  asuaiance  to  either  party, 
where  there  is  no  obligation  to  give  it,  nor  voU 
nntarily  to  furnish  troops,  arms,  ammunition, 
or  anytbing  of  direei  use  in  war.  "  For,  shouM 
'  she  favor  one  of  the  parties  to  the  prejudice  of 
'  the  other,  aha  cunot  eomplain  of  being  treated 
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'  b;  him  ti  an  adherent  and  coDfederaie  of  his 
'enemy."— FflUrf,  332. 

The  obligaiions  incurred  by  (rMlf  consiitute 
the  only  reslrictioo  upon  the  operation  of  these 
mle*}  and  I  shall  presently  sliow,  that,  in  the 
late  war  with  the  Indiana  in  Florida,  Spain  was 
bound  in  a  defensive  alliance,  quo  ad  hoc,  with 
the  United  Slates,  and  that,  she  not  only  violated 
her  neutral  dalies,  but  the  tnoai  soleinn  stipula- 
tion, by  which  she  was  bound  to  become  a  party 
to  the  war  as  an  ally  of  the  United  States.  But, 
let  it  be  admitted,  that  the  colony  of  Spain  on 
our  Southern  border  was  in  all  respects  entitled 
to  the  immunities  of  an  independent  neudal 
State.and  bound  only  loobserre  (hat  impartiality 
which  vas  essential  to  pieserve  her  pacific  rela- 
liou  with  this  country  t  and  I  cootend,  that  she 
was  guilty  of  auch  groM  partiality,  in  aopplyiog 
the  enemy  with  the  meaoB  of  proeecuting  the  war, 
with  the  privilege  of  BhelteiiDgtbenuelvei  within 
ber  fotiintd  places,  and  with  a  ready  market 
for  all  the  properly  which  they  robbed  and  plan* 
dered  from  our  citizens,  ai  to  have  forfeited  all 
claiat  to  the  respect  due  to  fair  and  honorable 
Deuiralily,  and  [a  have  become  identified  with  the 
enemy^  so  far  as  she  could,  with  Mfety  to  herself 
and  uiilii)^  to  ibem,  extend  her  aid  and  aMiilance 
in  ptomotinf  their  hostile  operations  against  the 
United  Slates.  I  have  already  shown,  ftoin  evi- 
dence which  cannot  be  controverted,  tbai  this 
war  was,  on  onr  pan,  pureljr  defensive,  and  eon- 
aeqoenily  juit;  that  it  was  instigated  by  Biiiiah 
amissaries,  with  the  aaseni  and  connivance  of  the 
local  authorities  of  Spain.  Florida  was  the  the- 
atre of  the  war ;  there  the  enemy  concentrated 
all  his  forces,  and  sought  the  most  favorable  op- 
portuoiiies  of  making  incursions  into  our  ter- 
ritory; and,  after  itrikiog  an  unexpected  blow, 
again  they  retired  into  this  asylum,  where  they 
were  promised  seeurity  and  protection.  From 
one  iboDsand  lo  one  thousand  two  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  Hillis  Ha  jo,  or  the  Prophet 
Francis,  were  collected  and  stationed  at  Spanish 
BluS,  the  former  residence  of  Doyle  and  Hambly  ; 


,  were  pni 


e  told  by  Atbutbnc 

.  ta,  who  had  fled  frt 

>rthe  United  Slates  and  identified  theiDseli 
the  war  with  the  Seminoles;  other  bodies  «f 
nten  were  aeaiteied  over  the  natioo,  amonnting 
in  the  whole  lo  more  than  two  thousand  warriors. 
SjMin  was  a  passive  spectator  of  the  scene,  and 
qriietlj'  permuted  these  fugitives  to  elude  the 
Tigilance  of  our  army,  by  remaining  within  her 
neutral  territory.  The  safety  of  the  United 
Stales,  therefore,  requited,  that,  in  our  own  de- 
fence, we  should  carry  our  arms  into  the  country 
which  was  thrown  open  to  our  enemy,  and  from 
which  jpredatory  parties  isaued  to  rob  and  murder 
our  defenceless  cilizens.  In  doing  so,  we  were 
qualified  by  a  proper  rrgard  for  our  owq  interests, 
and  by  every  principle  of  public  Uw.—  VatUl, 
345,  says: 

"  It  !■  certain,  that  if  m;  neighbor  affords  a  retreat 
lo  my  cnemua  whan  defeated  and  too  maoh  weakened 
to  iwape  ms,  and  altows  them  time  to  recover  and 
watch  a  favorable  oppoitanity  of  making  a  aeGond  at- 


,  tUi ,  „  ^, 

mj  aals^  and  intereat,  wonid  be  incanpataUe  with 
neatrali^.  !(  therefore,  my  eiiany,  en  loflariu  \ 
dkeomfilnre,  lelieat  into  his  eon  tttry,  allheaihchaii^ 
will  not  allow  him  to  refiua  them  permiaiMi  to  pas* 
in  secnritj,  he  is  bound  to  make  Ihsm  conlinoe  U^ 
march  beyond  bis  (rantiers  as  soon  as  possible,  muI 
not  soffit  them  to  remain  in  his  territoriae,  on  the 
wetch  for  aconvenient  epporlnnilj  to  attack  ae  anew; 
otherwise,  he  give*  me  a  ri^t  to  enter  bis  oonntry  in 
Musnit  of  than.  Bach  treatment  ia  often  eipeiiMued 
by  natiMuthatareanabUloeomBaandreapect  YMt 
terrilotisi  'Men  beoosa  Ike  theatre  of  war  aiMli 
mafch,eDeaa^«ad  fl^iab,«s  En  a  oaonuy  cpaa 

Yes,  air,  tho  territory  of  Florida  it  ampkatiaally 
a  country  "open  to  all  comers."  The  BriliaiL 
found  a  hearty  welcome  there  during  the  late  war. 
The  ontlawed  Creeks  received  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship  from  Qoreraor  Maaot,  aitd  hia  r«cin«t 
of  official  dignitaries;  fugitive  negroes  aad  Imk- 
ditli  are  welcome  guests,  when  assooiatad  ia 
arms  agaiast  the  United  States  i  and  I  am  per- 
snaded  the  devil  himself  wauld  have  reoetred 
hoiy  orden,  had  he  made  his  appearance  at  Peo- 
aacola  in  the  character  of  a  foe  to  ibie  csastcf. 
We  alone  were  excluded  from  the  high  pririlcga 
of  meeting  our  enemies  od  that  soil  which  w«a 
prosiiiutcQ  to  every  purpose  which  oonld  in  aoy 
manner  subserve  their  riews,  and  contributo  u 
onr  annoyance.    The  fortress  of  Baraitoa*  was 

Gaeeably  put  into  the  possession  ofa  Britiak  >ad 
dian  force,  in  our  recent  confiict  with  Great 
Britain.  The  n^ro  fort  was  erected  oo  ihs  Ap- 
palachicola,  with  ihe  avowed  inientioo  of  war 
with  the  United  Stales.  The  vilest  reptiles  in 
creation  were  eollected  to  carry  the  nefariovs  pro- 
jects of  the  incendiary  HichoUi  into  eieeation, 
i  not  a  murmur  was  heard,  either  from  Pizairo 
Maaoi,  or  the  Oovernor  General  of  Haamaa. 


But  the  moment  we  send  a  force  t 


I  snppre 


hostile  com bi nations,  Spanish  sensibility  bicak* 
ihiough  the  cloud  by  which  it  had  been  con cMtled. 
Protests  and  manifestoes  proclaim  to  the  world 
ihe  wron^  committed  by  this  QoreraneDt,  in 
the  violation  of  the  terrilorial  soTercigniy  of  the 
adored  Ferdinand.  With  a  full  koowiedgo  of 
this  ftaudalent  neutrality  oo  the  part  of  ^win, 
and  of  our  rights  aa  a  nation,  to  the  meaaa  3 
self-preservation,  the  President  would  have  b«ca 
unmindful  of  the  high  trust  and  coafideoca  i»- 
msed  in  him,  had  he  not  ordered  the  aimy  inie 
Florida,  to  terminate  the  war,  with  "  exempUiy 
punishment  for  hoetilities  so  unprovoked."  The 
occupation  of  the  posts  of  St.  Marks  and  Peaaa- 
cola,  and  ihe  fortress  of  Barances,  was  a  neoaasary 
means  of  accomplishing  the  end  for  which  Gen* 
eral  Jackson  entered  the  Spanish  terriiory.  They 
rest  on  the  same  general  principles,  and,  if  a  dis- 
tinction is  taken  which  would  justify  the  ooeand 
condemn  the  other,  it  must  be  founded  on  a  di- 
versity of  facte,  in  reference  to  the  facilities  aid 
privilegea  granted  by  the  authorities  of  Spain  to 
the  other  belligerent.  For  there  is  an  unirenal 
rule,  to  which  there  is  no  exception,  that  what- 
ever a  neutral  Power  grants  or  lefases  to  one 
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of  (be  futitM  mt  wir,  *he  moil  id  like  mtucr 
great  or  rerase  (o  the  other  ;  ■nd,  if  ibe  deiMtl) 
f(om  this  etrictline  of  iramttieUty,  bjr  fftrorfag 
either  to  the  utjurjr  of  the  other,  the  injuied 
natioD  iHf  do  hereelf  iatlice,  ud  Utke  bjiforee 
what  ii  najueilr  deniea  lo  her. 

Such  M  the  Uw  br  wbioh  the  coodaet  of  Alt 
aiTilizednaiiaHi»te|aUtedaBdf**erMd.  It  Te- 
rn eioioalf  for  me  (o  ^attee  at  the  naeet  ptambHot 
paiats  in  tbeevidesee  to  ibow  iu.afplioaiioa, 
and  iherebf  leeoue  Oaoaral  Jaokaoa  from  the 
imiHitatiaa  of  haviag  anaiobed  from  CeagMM  the 
power  delcMled  in  the  CoDetitation  to  "declare 
war."  I  a»  iheo,  eir,  did  the  QoTarnDraof  St. 
Marke  and  PeDiaoela  atUw  the  ladiaBe  and  ae- 
groei  five  aecees  idIo  their  fortifieatjoae,  and 
eiqiplr  ihcmwiilMtniiaaDd  amnuuiitioa  to  carry 
oQ'the.war  in  which  the;  were  eDgaced  with  the 
United  Siatee,  To  eeiabiiUt  iheea  bats,  with 
rq^rd  to  the  former,  I  am  pe^leaed  with  the 
dimcutty  of  aeleeliog  that  fitl  of  the  taelimmiy 
which  mifht  ba  deemed  laaat  eueeepiihlaor  douht 
or  e^uiroGBtioD.  The  Whole  rduim  ii  full  of 
datails  ihowuig  theabomiDBble  duplicity  nmi 
perfidy  of  the  iraacberoiu  LaeoM.  St.  Marke 
wai  the  couacil-hMue  of  the  Inaiaaa,  in  whioh 
all  their  plana  of  apemtioa  were  dieeowed,  in 
oMtcert  with  the  aonmafldaiit  aad-  bis  friend, 
AibHihoot,  between  whom  thereexictedlhemoit 
perJeet  cordiality.  fii.Harlt«waa,iaall  reipeeii, 
mb^Uvitd  for  the  negro  fort,  which  had  been 
deairoyed  by  the  gunhoaii  undei  the  eomnand 
of  Lieutenant  Loomie.  To  that  ^aaeihey  re- 
treated, immediately  after  ibiBdieailer  befell  them, 
and  ever  lince  they  have  mada  it  the  depot  of 
plnndered  property,  known  to  be  «o  by  Luengo 
ItimMir,  who  even  made  eontraeis  with  the  dep- 
ledaior*  for. the  beef,  oaule,  and  other  properiy 
which  ihey  might  captsre  ftoni  the  people  of 
Qeorgii.  Haring  been  charged,  by  QcBenl 
Jaekeon,  with  coaduot  lo  contrary  to  the  twaiflc 
retatione  eiiitin^  between  Spain  aod  the  United 
SlatcB,  Ldieogo,  in  his  defence,  wiiltcn  at  Pen- 
aacola,oii  the  18th  of  Ma^,  1816,  mere  tbait  oae 
month  after  the  occtipation  of  the  post  by  the 
.American  troop*,  when  all  hie  power*  of  jweTa- 
rieation  were  taxed  to  eaonlpaie  hinkaeli  frwn 
theee  ohatgaa,  in  reply  to  the  information  which 
bad  been  eommunionted  to  the  eommanding  Gen- 
eral, that  be  bnd  sapplied  the  ladiaoi  nod  ncgrMir 
with  muniiiona  of  war,  Mam :  "  I  iheoght  that  I 
'  had  ooBTineed  him  of  the  aoatrary  in  my  aniwer. 
'in  whiehIrepreeeBledtohun,ihat  nooitecaata 
'  belter  remove  from  his  miad  any  unforomhle 
'  impressioa  on  thia  point  than  Mr.  William 
'  Hambly,  who,  during  hie  siny  here,  repeatedly 

<  interpreted  lo  me  the  anxiety  of  tba  chiefs  to 
'  obtaio  such .  sQ     "  ■-    -■  ...     7 

<  form  him  that 
'  aroid  the  desiruclion  wbic]t  hei  oreriakeii  them, 
'  aad  which  1  foresaw  from  the  first."  Now,  sir, 
what  is  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hambly,  whose  cred- 


ibility is  admitted  by  the  Sonnish  commandant, 
and  whose  siiuaiioo  cnabtea  him  to  fate  a  full 
and  precise  statement  of  facts  1    The  letter  ad- 


dteseed  by  him,  ttvcthei  with  Edward  Uoyle,  to 


Oeneral  Jnduon,  eBjMfeslhetmnaaiioDS  of  St. 
Mdjka  in  so  elear  alight,  that  I  beg  leave  lo  read 
it  to  the  Committee. 

'•■VKIUam  Bamilstmd  E.  Di>yU  to  OmtrmlJmAmt. 
"FaaTGADnsr.JfiiyS,  tSlS. 
••Bu;  WDbeKieaTBto«ahmitMjo«ih«ip||ewiag 
Ami.  -On;dw  ISth  Ceeember,  191%  «*  were. vie- 
iMBilrteaAMaonr  eaUlamant,  on  the  AppaMneela 
HHi,  to  a  ^wnber  of  Indian*.  haad*d'  Itr  GheuiUVi  a 
ebiefef  Ike  Fewl-Tewn  tribe,  earrisd  toMMduaalqr, 
and  ddiMead  loKotsgee,  Kingof  AeMiAasnUMa. 
Kenateammed  IIS  to  the  Negio  Toww^on  ttwiAi- 
-'"^  aeetotheSpeiwh  fewt6t.'M*ritsi.,le 

._  ..^ itcfiriuehhedelivesed.—aayiianwn 

.«f  1  wa^  capUiwdnader  Ike  wden  of  i  a-Mr.  AtbaOMt, 
i.«  Biitish  Bcent-  At.Bi.Mvli*. we 
,prisenBTs,iBnd  net.  permitted  tofran- 
daiibeyesidthe.wallsar  thftgaciison.    WUIe.at  that 

Cine  infren  aod  epeei  ef  loiHaiis  hoelile  tolhe 
•d  Stataa  w>*«inetraiiwd ;.  and  saveTsl  conndls 
were  held ;  st  one  of  which  Kensgee,  king  of  the 
MiekasokUns;  Franei*,  or  Hillis  Hejo;  Hemsthlen* 
too,  the  chief  of  ths  Autoaaef ;  and  the  chief  of  Kol. 
eakB,aUef  the  aid  Red  Stick  perl;;  sad  Jack  Mealy, 
eUaf  of  the  Odiewis,  were  peeeent.  When  it  was 
lepceted  that  Ifaese  chisii,  and  UMirwsirierstWsTaek- 
tonng  Fort  St.  Harks  iM  the  nupeea  of  holdingB 
•  Hamhlrr)  '     "    ' 


iraU*  of  a  Spanish  lortree*,  t 
bound  lo  pseserre  and  anGuoe  the  tiaaties  ax- 
isling  between  the  ^■"L  "^  Spun  and  the  United 
Btates;  be  replied  to  Hambly  wilh  some  degree 
of  wanntb,  observing  thst  it  wss  not  in  his  power  to 
prevent  U.  On  the  Indian!  coming  into  the  laTt,at 
their  request  wa  were  coaGned.  The  council  was 
held  in  (he  commandaal's  quarters.  He,  the  com- 
mendsDt,  wss  praseat,  but  itriclly  forbsile  the  intmuoa 
of  any  of  ibf  officers  of  the  garrisoD.  The  Indiana 
were  m  the  habit  of  driiing  \o  Fort  St.  Marks,  and 
dtspoeing  of,  csttle  to  ibe  commindant  sad  other  Bpsn- 
ish  oSows.  While  at  thst  post,  three  or  four  droves 
ware  brought  in,  seknowledgsd  br  the  Indiaas  to  have 
been  statin  from  the  dtisens  of  the  U  "  '  ~'  ' 
pstfOhaesd  bv  the  I 
at  nest  of  these  M 
to  as  an  intenreter  1 
Chennhby,  a  Fewl-Town  Indian,  enoe.sMUed  to  Ham- 
b)j  to  mentioa  to  the  oomnsandant  that  ka  ira*  about 
visitiog  the  frontieis  of  Oaorgia,  on  a  pinjdering  s«. 
pedition,  and  niihed  to  know  whether  he  would  pnr- 
chsse  the  cattle  brought  irk  A  contract  was  entered 
into,  and  Chenabby,  some  time  after,  brought  in,  and 
disposed  of,  eleven  heed  of  ealtte.to  the  Spanish  com- 
mandant of  Fort  8l  Marks.  These  same  cattle  were 
those  poTchssed  by  you,  from  the  commandsnt,  as  bis 
pnva     property.  _  WILLIAM  BAMBLY. 

"BDWARDDOTLB." 


4  United  a 


I  might  refer  to  many  others  in  the  volume  o. 
doouments.  which  have  been  printed,  on  ibie  eob- 
)ecl.  I  will,  however,  dispense  with  a  detailed 
view  of  them,  and  barely  add  an  extmct  from  a 
letter  of  LieuteDant  Qadsden,  whose  rapatation 
as  a  soldier  and  man  of  honor  and  veracity,  places 
him  above  the  reach  of  suspiaion. 
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"  J.  Oadtden  to  Omerml  Jaduon. 

"FoKT  Oahidik,  Mag  S,  1818. 
•<8ni:  In  coii*eruiian  with  the  commanduit  of 
Fort  Bt  Huki,  OD  Um  nibject  of  hanng  that  work  oc- 
cnpied  b7  an  Anarican  garruon,  I  had  oeeaabn  U 
aotiee  the  aid  and  comlbrt  that  the  boatila  partj  of 
indiam  had  received,  aa  reported,  bom  him ;  that  the; 
hkd  l^ee  acoeae  wMun  the  walla  of  hia  fcrt,  and  that  it 
«•■  weD  known  no  aiill  wip^iaaof  amawHtwn  had 
boeu  McoiTed  fam  that  quarter.  Id  replj,  he  atattd 
Oat  hia  conduct  had  bem  go<ramed  b;  poli^ ;  the 
drtaioaleMataleof  hia  work,  and  Uie  weakaeaaof  bda 
nniMD,  oMDpelled  him  to  eondliate  the  friandabip  of 
U9  Indiana,  to  anpplj  dimr  wanli,  and  to  grant  mat 
b*  kad  not  tke  poww  to  deny,  and  to  throw  open,  widi 
mpannt  wilKnnieaa,  (he  fatea  of  Ua  fartraaa,  leat  tbo; 
■houM  be  (bread  byTioleneo;  that  he  had  been  repeat- 
•dly  threatened  ta  Indiani  and  negroea,  and  that  Ua 
Mcurih^dcpcDdaa  upon  Mhiblting  to  eztomal  fi^end- 
diip>    BeapeetfkillT,  yeura,  dec. 

•>  JAMES  GADSDEN,  Aiide-Camp." 

Fiom  the  teatimcnr  of  these  reepectable  wit' 
^v»ti,  and  many  otheti  lo  whom  1  think  it  ua~ 
-  BMsCHUf  to  refer,  il  ia  erident  that  the  enemjp 
had  the  unlimited  use  of  ihia  fort  for  kU  the  pur- 
poMiofwai'i  that  ibejr  alolen  property  wa*  re- 
oflired,  tnd  contiveied  for  by  the  ooramandut, 
kaowing  it  to  be  tuch ;  and  ibat  they  were  aup- 
ptied  with  iTmi  sod  smmiiDi(ioD,aDd  ercry  other 
tBaietial,  to  enable  them  lo  contiaue  ihetr  aggret- 
•ioDB  on  the  unproiocted  inbabftants  of  Oeorgia 
and  the  Alabama  Territory.  Tbe  only  apolosry 
offered  by  ibe  commaodaiit  far  his  niifriendly 
■oil  no watian table  condaci  wa^,  that  be  bad 
been  repeatedly  ihteaieoed  by  ihe  IsdiaDs  and 
negroea,  and  Ihai  his  secoril^  depeoded  upon  ex- 
hibiting an  exteroal  friendship.  Il  is  immaierikl 
whether  we  take  ihe  facts  or  the  excuse,  for  eilber, 
BDConnaeied  with  ihe  other,  will  amount  to  a 
jnslificaiion  of  Qenerat  Jackson  ia  takiog  forciUe 
poaseaiioD  of  that  poll.  "To  conduct  prisoners, 
'or  eoovey  itorea,  lo  a  place  of  safely,  are  aeli  of 
'  war,  conseqaenily  not  to  be  done  id  a  itetiiral 
'  eovDtry,aDd  whoeTcrwonU  permit  ifaem  Vould 
'depart  ftoim  the  line  of  neatrality  by  favoring 
'one  of  the  pariien."  Again,  "aeeeasiiy  may 
*«ren  aaihorize  ihe  temporary  seixtire  of  a  neu- 
'  ml  to#D,  and  pulling  a  garrison  therein  with  a 
'  view  lo  eorer  onnelTei  from  ibe  enemy,  or  to 
'  preveDt  ibe  exeeniion  of  his  desigoi  ngaioit  that 
•town."— Ka(/eI,34a-4.  The  truth  S,  that  our 
enemy  was  denied  nothing  which  he  asked,  and 
we  were  refused  ibe  humble  privilege  of  putiiog 
the  place  in  a  stateof  defence  againat  an  enemy 
who  ought  to  hare  been  considered  common  lo 
Spain  and  the  United  States.  In  such  a  case,  to 
hare  hesiiaied  would  have  been  pusillanimous 
and  diigracefnl  in  ibe  commanding  General. 
Passing  from  St.  Marks  to  Pcasacola,  there  ■■  no 
anbatantial  change  either  of  principle  or  fact. 
Ocneral  Jackson,  it  is  true,  at  ihe  dale  of  bis 
letter  to  Ibe  Beereiary  of  War,  from  8l  Marks, 
thought  the  war  ai  an  end.  Hit  heilib  baviog 
bean  much  impaired  by  ibe  hardships  and  fatigues 
of  the  service  in  which  be  was  eagaged,  he  had 
determined  lo  return  to  Nashville;   but  subie- 


qnent  iaformatioa,  of  which  we  have  the  msK 
anthenlie  proofs  satisfied  him  thai  he  bad  not  yet 
effected  tbeobjeet  of  the  campaign.  The  Indiani, 
deprived  of  their  accasloraed  reton  at  Bl  Marh, 
flew  lo  Pensaeola,  where  they  had  always  beet 
received  with  open  aims  by  the  Oovemor.  Bx|r- 
ditfons  were  Sited  out,anamasflaereBeaittiiitt(d, 
by  parties  of  hostile  Indians,  going  directly  froa 
Ibat  place  to  the  Eaeambia  and  Alabama. 

I  will  not  deuin  the  Committee  by  a  referenae 
to  the  eorreapoDdenee  and  depoaitioos  at  larK 
fuinisbiog,  as  ther  do,  indabitaUe  evidence  i 
the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Oovemor  of  Penia- 


SBvani, 

mntdtn 


cola,  and  of  ihe  aid  given  by  him  to  the  sava 
for  the  erprets  pnrpose  of  commitiine  mntL. . 
on  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Thirty  « 
forty  wlineMea,  many  of  than  subjects  of  ffii 
Caihollo  Majesty  in  Florida,  and  long  retideit 
there,  testify  lo  these  facts.  Provisions,  amn, 
and  mnnitions  of  war,  vere  rqularljr  issued  k 
the  Creeks  and  Beminoles,  from  the  King's  etort- 
house,  during  both  wars  in  which  we  have  beca 
engaged  with  these  tribes  of  Indians.  Nomeroa 
bodies,  of  from  two  to  five  handred  Indian^ 
driven  from  other  parts  of  Florida,  were  seen  Ji 
and  near  lo  Pensaeola,  but  a  few  days  after  the 
approach  of  our  army;  ihey  were  armed  lad 
equipped  for  war  by  Oovemor  Masot.  Tbe 
leaden  aprons  were  taken  from  the  ordnance  si 
tbe  Baraneas,  aod  ran  into  bullets,  to  obtain  ih 


,,  -  fromOcDrgitN 

the  Alabama,  and  of  our  frontier  settlers  ia  ibii 
quarter,  may  all  be  attributed  to  the  free  admii- 
sioa  of  Ihe  hostile  Indians  into  Pensaeola,  tsi 
the  assistance  afforded  Ibero  by  the  Spanish  Qor- 
eraor.  General  Jackson  was  well  informed  tf 
these  circnmsianees,  and  saw  in  ihem  ceritti 
indicaiiont  that  all  his  previous  operations  were 
worse  than  useless,  if  he  returned  without  leav- 
ing an  American  garrison  at  Pensaeola.  H« 
accoidiogly  moved  towards  that  town,  aftet 
having  discharged  the  Qeorgia  mililia,  whose 
services  were  no  longer  necessary.  He  mads 
Oovemor  Masoi  distinctly  acquainted  with  hb 
viewB,  and  tbe  basic  on  which  his  condDci  was 
founded ;  that  he  entered  the  territory  of  His  Ca- 
tholic Maj«aty,aat  a>  ihe  enemy  butasihefrien4 
of  Spain,  to  inflict  merited  punishment  on  ihi 
common  disturber  of  the  peace  of  both  counlries; 
that  he  meant  nothing  more  than  to  place  la 
American  force  in  Pensaeola  and  tbe  Baraneai, 
which  should  be  saffieieut  To  guaranty  the  l^ 
curity  of  the  United  Stales  from  a  protncled 
savage  war.  He  never  iniimaied  an  intention  of 
distnrbiag  either  the  civil  or  military  authorities 
of  Spain.  In  return.  Governor  Hasot  proieited 
against  the  entrance  of  lite  American  eommaadet 
into  his  lerritoiy,  for  any  pnrpose ;  Ordered  him. 
in  iho  name  of  the  King,  to  depart  forthwith,  sna 
threatened  to  repel  force  by  force,  if  he  periiited 
in  his  inienttoDs.  The  well  known  valor  and 
intrepidity  of  Genera]  Jackson  look  fire  at  hii 
insuliiai  menace;  be  would  hare  preferred  aa 
bonoral^e  grave,  under  Ihe  walls  of  ihe  Spaoiit 
fort,  lo  a  eowarny,  disgraceful  retrograde,  under 
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tbe  fmseonAdfng  throat  of  ihu  impoiml  ioalni' 
mmt  of  a  moDircb,  wbose  f  err  name  exoile*  ths 
smil*  of  coatempi  throaghoul  the  cirilized  world. 
He  morci)  direetly  to  the  town  of  PeoHeot*,  aad 
mark,  1  beaeech  yon,  lir,  (he  eondticl  of  GorerDor 
Matot.  The  Indiia  warriors  who  irere  with 
him,  and  ih«ir  familiea,  were  shipped  in  pabljc 
tmmI*  acroH  the  bay  to  the  uland  of  Santa  Ro- 
n.  He  retired  before  the  Amerieaa  army,  who 
really  tatended  to  do  him  no  Tiolence,  ipto  the 
fortress  of  San  Carlos  de  Baraneas^  where  he 
permitted  himaelf  to  tremble  aod  eqniToeate  for 
a  day  or  ftn.  and  then,  by  hia  own  request,  ibe 
fort  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Qeneral 
JacluoD,  and  the  Spaoiih  troops,  with  (his  mag- 
saninioDs  Ooreroor  at  their  head,  were  irana- 
wrted  to  the  Isleod  of  Cuba.  We  are  told  by 
noDorable  g«Dtlemen  that  this  last  meaaare  gare 
to  the  transaction  all  the  pomp  and  ciretiautaDee 
of  war.  That  the  Spanish  troops  were  made 
priaoiier*  of  war,  and  forced  to  qait  the  connlry 
in  which  they  were  stationed  noder  the  protec- 
tion of  their  sovereign.  There  would  indeed  be 
•ome  plaQBibiliiy  in  the  cooelosioQ,  if  the  premi- 
ses assumed  ware  not  destitnte  of  fDonditioii. 
Erery  proposal  relating  to  the  surrender  of  the 
feet  oime  from  Gtoveroor  Masot;  it  was  by  his 
own  desire  that  vessels  were  provided  for  the 
tnfisportalion  of  the  garrisOD,  and  the  officers 
MUnned  to  the  cirjl  adrai  nisi  ration,  and  of  the 
Alabama  Chief  Hopayhoal,  and  family,*  to  the 
HavaDa.  It  was  his  own  puerile  resisiince 
which  gave  to  this  affiur  the  aspect  of  a  capiia- 
latioa.  General  Jackson  never  contemplated  an 
act  of  hostility  against  Spain  ;  his  sole  object  was 
to  give  peace  and  seenrily  to  his  own  conntry, 
"  '  '    guard  against  the  renewal  of  hostilities  by 


faithless  DDprinoipled  Oovernor.  Id  proof  of  this, 
I  refer  to  his  whole  correspondence,  and  thenn- 
eol  order  issued  after  the  surrender  of  Ibe  Ba- 
rancas.  lo  a  letter  dMed  at  Pensaoola,  tha  SSth 
of  Uay,  1818,  Oeneial  JncksMi  lelts  Oovernor 
Uuot, "  if  the  force  whieh  yon  are  now  disposed 
wutlonly  lo  saeriSoe  had  been  wielded  againit 
the  Bemlnotes,  the  Anerican  troops  had  never 
entered  Florida."  And  the  following  eitract 
from  bis  general  order,  issued  on  the  occasion, 
fnl)y  espliibs  tha  motive  by  which  he  was  gov- 
erned, and  excludes  ih<  snppoution  thai  he  in- 
teoded  to  commit  an  act  of  war  against  Spain : 

'*  Major  Genarsl  Andrew  Jackson  has  fiinnd  it  ne- 
eeaaary  to  take  possesiion  of  Fensicda.    He  has  not 

*  It  is  worthy  of  ptrticulsr  notice,  that  this  Indian 
duaf  was  one  of  the  principal  instigaton  of  the  wu, 
and  had  but  a  short  timt  before  sent  out  a  party  of 
entlawed  Creeks,  who  maancrcd  Stokes's  fainilv,  and 
Wanght  in  the  Moody  clothes  of  the  womeo  and  chil- 
dren, which  were  sold  publicly  in  the  street*  of  Pen- 
■acolB.  Why  is  OoTemar  Misot  so  mneh  Lntereated 
^  his  safety,  as  to  make  H  ana  of  the  specific  condi- 
tHB*  o>  whidi  ba  would  siirmidar  the  fort  1  And 
•la*  to  bind  himself,  in  "  Iha  name  of  Us  GoTemmint, 
wt the  said  i^iaf  shall  Mmratnm  to  tha PinidaB?" 


«  fiom  a  wish  to  extend 
tha  taiTitonal  limits  of  the  United  States  or£roni  anf 


lie  towards  tba  Spanisli  0  .   

Indians,  iohabitinB  tha  territories  of  Spain,  have,  fbr 
mora  than  two  yean  past,  vinted  onr  irontiar  satda- 
uenta  with  all  the  hmois  of  aavaga  masaaoie ;  bttp- 
lea*  womenhava  been  butchered,  and  the  osidla  atained 
vrith  tha  blood  of  innocence ;  theae  atrodtiea,  it  was 
expected,  would  have  early  attracted  the  stleution  d' 
the  Spaniah  GorenuuBnt,  and,  faithful  to  extstinf  Iraa- 
tiea,  speedy  measucM  adopted  for  (heir  snppresaiiHU 
That,  BO  lar  from  being  able  to  control,  tha  Spanidi 
authorities  were  often  compelled,  from  poUey  or  ns- 
caasi^,  to  iasne  mnnitions  of  war  to  these  BBvagss, 
thus  enabling,  if  not  exciting,  bani,  to  raise  tha  tom- 
hawk  against  ns. 
"  Tha  inmntable  law*  of  aalf-defonce,  thetefine. 


siofi  of  aoeh  parts  of  the  Pleridas,  in  whidi  WSpaa- 
ish  aBlhoilty  conU  not  be  miintaintd.  Poieacolawas 
found  in  that  silnationi  and  wiD  ba  held  until  ^aia 
can  fnmisli  niUtaiT  strangth  anSciant  to  enfaee  ax- 
ing traattaa." 

And  what,  sir,  was  the  esisiing  treaty  lo  wbieb 
the  General  alludes  7  I  hare  said  that  it  is  • 
treaty  of  defensive  atliaoce,  ^tio  ad  Indian  hos- 
tililies,  between  Spain  and  the  Oniied  States. 
The  5ib  article  is  in  the  fbllawiog  words : 

Tha  two  high  contractiiig  partisa  shall,  W  all  the 
OS  in  their  pown,  nsinialn  peace  and  hamony 
Dg  the  aararal  Indian  nalioKs  who  inhaUt  tte 
itiy  adjacent  to  the  Une*  and  riven  wUch,  by  tte 
praoadiug  artiolaa,  fbtn  Iheboandarisaof  tha  two  Fb- 
ridaa.    And,  the  bellar  to  obtain  tUa  eOset,  both  par- 
tis* oblige  thamsslves  ■unausitj  to  leslnin,  by  mcOa 
"  hoatilitiw  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  nations  liviar 


_    _  ur  tarrito^i  i  .    . 

the  United  States  permit  theae  last  mentumad  Indiaaa 
to  commenca  hastiUtiea  against  tha  sobjecl*  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  or  hi*  Indiana,  in  any  manner  what. 

VaUd,  323,  thus  deOnes  a  defensive  alliance ; 
"  Some  alliances  are  boih  offensive  and  defci- 
'sire;  and  there  seldom  is  an  ofienaive  allUoM 
'  which  i*  not  also  a  defensive  oae.  Bill  it  is 
'  very  usual  for  alliances  to  be  purely  defeoaive: 
'  and  theae  are,  in  general,  the  most  natural  au 
'  lawful.  It  would  be  a  tedious,  and  even  useless 
'  task,  to  enumerate  in  detail  all  the  rarieiiea  in- 
'  cident  to  such  alliances.  SiMne  are  made  with- 
'  out  restriction,  against  nil  opponents;  in. others, 
'  eerlaio  States  are  excepted;  others,  again,  on 
'  formed  ajtainst  such  or  such  a  nation,  exprestljr 
'  mentioned  by  name."  Of  the  latter  class,  is  IM 
alliance  entered  into  by  Spain  in  the  arlleie  of 
the  treaty  of  the  27th  of  October,  1796,  with  the 
United  Sutei.  This  artide  was  Inserted  to  pre- 
vent the  reenrrance  of  difficallics  whieh  ud 
arisen  between  lbs  two  Governments,  asearlyu 
the  year  1791,  reapeeting  the  Creek  tribe  of  In- 
dians. A  spirited  and  acrimonious  eorreswwd- 
enee  took  place,  at  that  period,  between  Ctardo* 
qui,  ths  Spanish  Minister,and  Mr.  Jefferson,  then 
Secretary  of  State.    Spain  alleged  that  it  woe 


»n 
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tkS'ivteBiieii'of  ihisOoKraman  to MtnniiiBM 
tko<!'i«tk'ii*tioBt  »d  19  seiw  on  their  laadii 
aai^rt^argcdiM^boaitliiiuor  the  Indira* in 
S^raiih^aBil'BntiihimMVntd  iafiotmee;  origi- 
iMiiigriB  mntfTH  aafttestflf  to  the  peufe  of  the 
Uikltfd  SiKt«k.  TtieeoHu'oKrti'^mia  nrainiiiiDed 
iHHl^  If  ofMMd  violence  DDtil  «rtielA  of  ihe  Imiy 
rf  1796-w»ni'8gt*e(t  on,  in  which  ihepsnies 
xcrte-tsRialre  a  eommon  cattse  ia  iheEuppres- 
•Kd  of  Indian  wars,  on  their  reaptcttre  bordera. 
Ebt  it  is  laid  ibat  ibis  does  not  fall  wUbin  the 
defiiiitJon'of  an  alliance,  beeaase  (be  duties  lo  be 
petforoied  b^  each  nalian  ate  confined  totbtir 
own  territonal  limiia.  The  can-  now  under  oon- 
sidenttion  exposes  lb«  fallacy  of  this  objection. 
Tbe  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians  have  made  aa'tiB- 
jnoToked  vU  on  tb«  United  Stalest  w«,  in  onr 
OVB  defence,  under  the  Msetion  of  the  pnblia  law 
of-naiioBB,  enier  the  lerrilOrf  of  Florida,  to  put  ■ 
apea^r  tcnnnatioa  totbis  war.  Spain,  l^  trtaif 
sttpot«tjoB,ia^ao/atfobaaDd  to  becomea-pan; 
Wtbvwar,  oB  DUr  side  ;  and  I  aik  if  (he  BTmiet 
of  both  Powere  would  not,  on  mfeifng^  regard 
easb  other  ta  frieads,  flyhiiDg  for  a  common  ob- 
ject, Rpeeified  in  ihe  existing  (reatv  between  the 
two  Oof  ern  men  lei  Thejr  coald  be  eoosidered 
in  09  other  light  than  as  allied  forcea,  against  a 
common  eaeiBr,  rendered  lo  by  Ihe  solemn  en- 
Olgement  of  Spain  "expreariy  to  teitrain,  hf 
lOToa,  all  hostilities  on  ihe  pari  of  Ihe  Indian  n«- 
tiotls  living  within  her  beandary.*'  Th«  tidIv 
lionoStbiatNMy^wtiile  it  flxevanlodtliUe slain 
OB-tka  Spraidt  BMtons  doe*  not  ^trogaie-the  righiB' 
wtek'M  miy"k'"^"AT  clawB  aadeiarciM  nndet 
il;>  As'aoiattf, wa  had'thflright,  withoDigfTing- 
twill  of  offtnoe  10  Spain)  lo  eater  her  leitftory 
inpltaMti  of  XheeneinT ;  lo  claim  the  hospiialjty 
of  the  aBlb«hft!S'  iher«;  to  oecopjr  the  strong 
positions  vfhich  migbi  be  OPceBaary  to  the* safety 
ofourarmT,  and  the  diicomfitare  of  ihe  enemy; 
and'  ID'  eland  admission  into  her  fortlficstlonB. 
doing  no  injury  to  pnbllc  or  pliraie  properly. 
And  yei  all  these  privileges  were  fteeiv  granted 
to  Ihe  hoaiila  lad^tans,  and  sternly  denied  to  as, 
coBtraty  to  ihe  prinolplea  of  fair  and  honest  nen- 
traliiy.  and  in  dfreot  violation  of  the  obKgatloni 
impMed  on  Spain,  by  virtue  of  her  iteatywlth 
the Unitad  Siaica.  "The  soreteign  who  violaie* 
'  bis  engag«meBti  on  prelenees  that  »tfi  eTidentty 
'  frivolous,  or  who  doea  not  even  think  it  worth 
'  bis  while  to  allege  any  pretence  whatever  lo 
'  give  a  catorable  ^oaa  lo  bis  condtiet^and  cast 
'  B  v«il  over  bis  want  of  faiih— it  is  such  a  sov- 
'  areign  who  deserves  to  be  treated  as  an  enemj 
<  sf  Ute  human  raae."— FtiUeZ,  230.  If  the  defi- 
ntUoB  be  noi  literally  applicable  to  Spain  in  the 
conductor  Iter  officers  at  Si.  Marks  and  Feosa- 
eOls,  dBting  the  latK  Seminole  war,  I  confess  I 
do  not  noderataod  the  use  of  words,  or  the  min- 
ing of  the  English  language.  We  admit  the  plea 
of  imbecility  in  iis  fnllesc  extent  -,  we  know  that 
ihM  ptovinee  baa  been  almost  abandoned  by  thi 
parent  country ;  but  that  will  not  excuse  the  aid 
and  eomfen  bestowed  on  our  enemy;  nor  the 
order  to  Oeneral  Jaeksoo  to  leave  the  territory : 
nor  ibe  thieat  irf'compiilsien  in  case  of  his  reAual 


SiMiMU  Wkr.  FaaaOAitilin: 

obey  tbe  cwder  of  His  Oatfaoltc  UhjMy<sTe» 
reaentatire.    Sir,  every  genUemm  mmt  be  sat» 
ttij  thai  i^  instead  of  the  inhoapiiablc  treaimeat 
which  our  armf  experienced,  and  the  empty  nw 
naee  with  whi^  it  was   iosnlted,  the  hand  of 
friendship  had  been  held  ont  to  u^  and  a  cotdi^ 
reception  siven  to  oar  trao|M,ao  long  as  they  ad- 
hered to  the  legitimate  objeei  fbr  which  they  en- 
tered Florida,  neither  St.  Marks  nor  Peasactda- 
would  have  been  ocenpied  lottnr  thin  theUnt 
urgent  neeeaaity  required.    Tbe   honor  of  the 
Spanish   monarch  rai^ht  hare  bat*  prcMrved, 
and  the  authority  of  hisoffioera  have- remained 
undisturbed.    "  To  refbse  an  ally  ibesuceon  dm 
to  him,  wiihOHt  baring  any  jtiM  cause  40  aUi^ 
for  sach  refusal  is  doing  him  an  injury,  siaceit 
isa  violation  of  the  perfect  right  whion  we  gave 
him  by  h  formal  esgagcment."    And  farther: 
'As  it  IS  an  obligalloa  naturally  iaetimteDt  oi 
us  to  repair  any  damage  eaoHd  by  our  fault, 
and  espMially  by  out  injiutioe,  we  are  bound  h 
indemnify  an   ally  for  all  the  loeaea  he  maf 
have  snitained   in  consequence  of  onr  uojoil 
refusal."— r^oUd,  337.    Wheiher  we   aoosidw 
tbe  question  as  resting  on  the  great  and  aoiversil 
principles  which  regulate  betTigerCat  righta,  aai 
neutral  dotiee,  or  the  seered  and  inviolable  obS- 
gations  of  treaties,  OeaeralJaokson  stands  creat, 
and  tbe  people  'of  tlua  nation  will  accord  tek^ 
their  hearty  tbaok*  for  his  manly  independenei 
la  asierting  and  maintaining  their  rights, 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  readily  concede  to  honor 
able  gentlemen,  that,  if  war  was  made  oh  Spaii, 
either  by  the  orders  of  the  Freaident,  or  by  Oei- 
eial  Jaekaen,  without  the  nothority  of  Congrt» 
amounts  to  a  vlidattoQ  of  the  Const tt« lion,  sod 
tbe  most  severe  pmishment,  and  not  mere  cen- 
sure, ought  lo  await  the  gailiy  hand  wlueh  aim 
a  blow  at  the  tree  of  liberty,  on  the  soil  when 
alone  it  is  permitted  to  grow  aud  floariah.  But 
I  deny  thai  an  act  of  war  either  has  been,  or  was 
deaigaed  to  have  been,  committed  by  Qeatod 
Jackeon,  in  any  part  of  hfa  preceedinga  in  Florida. 
By  war,  I  wish  to  be  undaiaiood  to  mean  tbtl 
state  of  things  which  pnia  one  nailoa  in  eollitiin 
with  another;  which  arrays  the  people  of  ens 
sovetei^iy  against  the  people  of  anotber  sovo- 
eigoiy;  and  not  Euah  acts  as  mayor  may  not 
eventuate  inaruptare  betweeen  Powcie  ia  anntv 
with  each  other.  The  waji'iwiiM  must  bereachet^ 
or  the  Coostitolional  power  of  Congress  to  declaie 
war  remains  inviolate.  Bofier  ms  to  iltusmn 
this  posiulatum,  by  sbowii^  its  analoggr  tome- 
Iher  and  amore  familiar  subject.  Suppose  a  biU 
suspending  ihe  habea*  corjitu  is  proposed  in  ihit 
House,  at  a  time  of  profound  peace,  both  at  beiM 
and  abroad  ;  every  gentleman  wiil  admit  ihat  ikt 
passage  of  such  a  bill  v/ould  violate  an  expre« 
provision  of  the  Cooslitutioii.  1  ask,  if  it  shoald 
pass  the  first  and  second  reBdiDgs,and  bcoriertd 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime,  i^  on  the 
question,  shall  the  bill  pas),itisiejeoied— wtidbef 
any  of  ifae  incipient  pioeeedinaa  amoaaied  ton 
breach  of  the  Coiiatitution7  IpteMwe  it  wiA 
iMt-be  eostended  that  liicy  did.  The  vioialioB 
of  the  inairament  begins  i*ith  (be  operatmitf 
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lbs  RKMorewliie)!  it  prohibit*.  So  neither  is  kd 
ineipicDt  *lep  taken  bf  a  (obordiaate  ■nthoritf 
nader  tbe  GovernmenL  which  bear*  the  Mm- 
blaDoe  of  hoitllitf  to  a  foreign  nation,  wit,  aatil 
itpaMm  (be  ordeal  of  the  altlcaaie  power  of  both 
eouQ trie*,  and  i«  deemed  by  ihem  not  snieepii- 
ble  of  amiciblfl  ami  bononble  expUnalioD  and 
amend*.  Let  d«  test  the  coodDct  of  Qenara) 
Jaekion  by  these  plain  and  limple  ralei,  and  it 
win  be  foaod  that  be  hat  neither  riolated  the 
GoaitilDtlon  nor  com  prom  It  ted  the  peace  of  the 
natioa, 

I  have  already  attempted  lo  prove  lo  ifai  Com- 
millee  that  the  eoodtici  of  SpBiD,  in  relation  to 
our  garage  enemy,  jasii fled  the  entrance  of  oar 
army  into  her  territory,  and  the  occupatioD  of 
the  potts  of  Bt.  Marks,  Pensaeola,  and  the  for- 
tress of  fiarancas.  Bat  I  will  admit,  for  argn* 
meat  take,  that  these  latter  acta  were  not  Birietly 
jnsiiQable,  and  that  Spain  had  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  them;  and  ;e(,  I  sty,  itKy  did  not 
amonnt  to  the  definiiton  of  war,  and,  conse- 
qnemly,  that  Qeneral  Jackson  is  not  chargeable 
with  Baring  uaar|»e<]  the  powers  of  Congress. 
To  sustain  this  posiiioo,  I  rely  on  the  practice  of 
the  mott  enlightened  European  Oorernments  in 
eases  similar  in  their  character;  and  on  the 
effieei  of  these  measures — upon  the  subsisting  re- 
latiom  toween  Spain  and  the  United  States. 
The  European  precedents  to  which  I  shall  refer 
my  be  foaad  io  the  oelebrated  letter  of  Mr. 
Madison  to  Mr.  Rose,  on  the  subject  of  the  at- 
tack on  the  American  frigate  Chesapeake  by  the 
British  ship  Leopard;  I  beg  ieare  to  read  them 
in  the  order  gireo  to  them  in  that  correspond- 
ence.*   la  these  instances  force  was  resorted  to ; 


■  In  Iha  ;«Br  17M,  BarmoiHaa*,  and  oUier  BritUfa 
Mi^eeti^  wb«  had,  aoo«rdias  to  annaal  cnatam,  Ukan 
pMMMiB  of  Tui'a  island  for  tha  aaasoii  of  usJuBg 
ntt,  hariaig  baan  ibrdbly  renwrad,  with  thair  rawaU 
and  efiecta,  bj  a  Frasch  datachmaot  from  tha  island 
of  SL  Dominga,  to  which  Tndt's  laland  waa  allaged 
to  b«  an  apportenanee,  the  Britiah  Ambasaadoi  at 
Paria,  in  pursuanca  of  iDstmetion  &om  hi*  Gorem- 
maot,  demanded,  a*  a  atiafaGtion  for  tha  riolence 
eemmitlad,  that  the  procaedingi  ahoald  be  disarowed ; 
the  int^tioo  of  acqniiiag  Turk's  Utad  disclaimed ; 
ordeiB  giren  for  tha  tmmediata  abandonmanl  of  it  on 
the  ftaX  of  the  Frencti ;  araiTtliing  natcned  to  the 
MMtdilion  in  wUdi  it  waa  at  tha  lina  af  the  afgraa- 
afami  andrapai^an  madeofthadaiBageawhiu  any 
Biitiah  aatjaeta  AoiM  be  fenad  t«  bar*  nrnainnil. 
according  to  an  eatimatioa,  to  ba  aettlad  batKaaa  tbs 
Oorameta  of  St.  Donmgo  and  Jataaiea.  A  ccmpli- 
anea  wiHi  the  wbsle  of  this  demand  waa  (ke  Maull. 

Afata,  in tba  yaar  17S<^oaftai«  Engli^  nenbanl^ 
having  t^nad  a  trade  at  Noatka  Beuni^  on  tha  North- 
waat  oMst  of  Amarita,  and  attampled  a  •atllemant  at 
that  plsiea,  tha  Bpaniarda,  who  had  long  claimad  that 
part  of  the  world  a*  tbeir  eieloaiTa  property,  detached 
a  &igate  from  Mexico,  which  captured  iba  two  Eng' 
Uah  Toaaela  engagad  in  the  trade,  and  broke  up  tha 
aatllament  on  the  coast.  The  Sptniah  Oaremaent 
waa  the  first  to  eomplaio,  in  this  case,  of  the  intra- 
doDs  oammitled  by  the  British  merchants.  The  Brit- 
ish ODTernment,  however,  demanded  that  the  vessels 
t^eu  )tj  the  Spanish  frigate  ahoald  bo  reatored,'  aad 


actual  violence  used,  blood  spilt,  ressels  captured, 
whole  settlements  broken  ap  and  destroyed,  a n<i 
yet  (he  prood  and  haughty  monarcfaa  of  Eng- 
land, France,  and,  1  ma j  add,  of  Spain,  at  that 
day,  did  not  coo<ider  either  of  them  as  actual 
war,  hot  occuirenceB  open  lo  fair  and  candid  n- 

Slanation  and  bonarable  amends;  which,  befog 
emanded,  resulted  in  the  preservation  of  peace 
between  tbe  parlies  concerned. 


adaqaata  aaliafiwtion  giantad  pravions  to  any  other 
dlaeasiion.  Ttiii  demand  prevailed ;  the  Spaniah  Qov- 
emmenl  agreeing  to  make  full  reatoratian  of  the  eap- 
tored  vsassis,  and  lo  iudeanii^  the  -partiaa  mteraatad 
in  them  for  the  loaass  aoatainad.  iCay  reatorad,  alaa, 
tbe  boildinga  and  tract*  of  land,  of  which  tbe  Biiikh' 
svljeau  had  been  dispessssaed.  The  BrUid^  bow- 
evar,  aoon  i^ve  proof  of  the  little  valoe  they  eat  on 
the  paaseision,  bj  a  Tolnnlary  dsretiotien,  nndor 
whick  It  has  >nce  rantained. 

The  eaaa  which  will  banotad  laat,  thoagh  of  adata 


leagaea  vestnard  of  tbs  Straits  of  Magellan.  The. 
title  to  them  had  been  a  (object  of  controveny  amoag 
aeveral  of  the  maritime  nstions  of  Europe.  From. 
tbe  posiUon  of  tbe  ialandj,  and  wTersI  other  circom- 
staneei,  tbe  prateoaiDns  of  Spain  bore  an  idvanta- 
geoDs  comparison  with  those  of  her  competilors.  In 
the  year  1770,  the  Brttbh  took  possession  of  Pert. 
Bgmont,  io  one  of  the  islands,  the  Bpaniarda  baiog  ai 
the  time  in  poaaaaaiw  of  another  part,  and  proteatiiigL 
againal  a  sattlemant  by  tha  British.  The  pretsal. 
being  without  efftet,  aUp*  and  tnofm  w<n  amt  ftoaa' 
Buenos  Ayn^  by  the  Oovemar  of  Aat  place,  wUeh. 
fordlJy  dimssssasd  and  drove  off  the  Bntiah  aattlaw.. 
Tha  Biiii^  Oovernmeat,  looking  astinly  to  tha  dia- 
poaaeaaion  by  Area,  demanded,  as  a  apecihc  oonditien 
of  piaaenjng  hatmour  batwaan  tha  two  CkiuHi,  not 
only  the  diaavowal  of  tha  Spanisb  procaadingsi  bot 
that  the  a&iis  of  that  settlement  shonld  be  immedt- 
atel]r  restored  to  tha  |fcaciae  state  in  which  tbey  ware. 

gevioaa  lo  the  set  of  dispoaaeanon.  The  Spanitli 
ovemmant  made  aome  difficulties — raqniring  par- 
ticalarly  a  disaTowal,  on  tbe  nart  of  Oraal  Britain,  of 
the  conduct  of  her  pIBcer  at  Falkland  Islands,  wt^eh 
it  was  alleged  gave  occasion  to  the  step*  taken  by  the 
Spanish  Oovemor,  aad  proposing  an  adjnstnent  by 
1  ^. — ■-■'—,_  in  iJa  ordinary  fbrm._ 


nie  Majea^  having  limited  his  demand  to  the  suallsa* 
reparation  he  ooold  aceapl  far  tbe  li^an  done,  noth- 
ing waa  left  iin  diacnasion  bol  the  modeof  oairyina 
the  diaavowal  and  raalitnlion  Into  ezaantioia — lepaia- 
''   valna  if  it  be  conditional,  and  to  ba 


lent  prooeedinga  of  its  officers  wars  disavowed ;  tha 
fort,  the  port,  and  everything  else,  ware  agreed  to  be 
immediately  restored  to  tha  preciae  aitnation  wbkh 
had  been  distmhed ;  and  dupjicatea  of  ordera  issued 
liah  officers,  were  detivered 
'  ish  prindpal  Sacra- 
Here,  again,  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  satis&ction  haTing  been  made  lor  the  tbroible  dis- 
posaeaaton,  the  islands  lost  their  importance  in  tbe 
eyes  of  tbe  British  Oovsniment— ware,  in  a  short 
time,  finally  cTacnated,  and  Port  Bgmont  remains, 
with  every  other  part  of  them,  in  the  hands  of  Spain.' 
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These  were  direct  acu  of  hoaiiliijr,  commiued 
br  the  militar;  of  one  Power  againsi  ihe  subject* 
Dt  the  other,  wiihoDt  «  previous  declantioD  of 
war,  and  therefore  more  offeniire  lo  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  the  SoTereign  than  the  lemporary 
-occupaiioa  of  a  town  or  fortress,  in  the  procecu- 
tion  of  a  war  with  another  oatioD,  to  whom  the 
same  privilege  had  been  graoied.  According  to 
the  prnclice  of  nations,  therefore,  the  proceed- 
ings at  St.  Marks  and  Peniacala  cannot  be  re- 
erded  as  deciding  the  question  of  peace  and  war 
tneen  Spain  and  the  United  States,  waiving 
alt  the  circumstances  which  so  fully  justify  the 
commanding  General.  Neither  GovetameDt  Un- 
derstood them  as  amounting  to  a  change  of  the 
amicable  relaiians  which  existed  prior  to  these 
Dccurieoces,  and  which  it  was  their  mutual  de- 
sire to  preserve.  Spain  demanded  a  reslitu 
of  the  posts  in  the  possession  of  the  American 
troops;  they  vere  ordered  to  be  restored;  Pen- 
sacola  nneonditionilly,  and  St.  Marks  on  the 
appearance  of  an  adequate  force  to  protect  it 
from  the  savages.  The  Spanish  Minister,  in  the 
name  of  his  master,  also  demanded  the  punish- 
ment of  General  Jackson.  He  was  told  tliat  the 
President  would  "neither  inflict  puuisbmeni, 
pass  a  censuTe"  on  the  General,  for  conduct 
which  found  its  justification  in  the  perfidy  and 
duplicity  of  Governoi  Masol,  and  the  officers  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  Florida.  We,  on  our 
part,  demanded  the  punishment  of  these  Spanish 
officers;  they  have  neither  been  punished,  nor 
tieir  conduct  formally  iDveatigaied.  Thus  the 
M&ir  has  terminated,  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
parties,  so  far  as  it  is  eaaenlial  to  the  preservation 
of  peace  between  the  two  coaniries.  It  did  act 
orlgiomte  in  a  disposition  to  prodnee  a  ruptare 
with  Spain,  either  on  the  pan  of  the  President 
or  of  General  Jackson.  Pizarro  blustered  for  a 
while;  published  his  proiestj  interdicted  all  fur- 
ther communications  with  ibis  Government  until 
S toper  explanations  were  made,  and  submitted 
le  matter  to  the  Congteas  of  Aix  la  Chapelle; 
hoping  to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  allied  Sov- 
areigns,  and  to  obtain  their  Interposition  in  behalf 
of  Spain.  He,  however,  in  a  few  days,  so  far 
■ubdued  his  resentment  as  to  resume  his  usual 
eortespoadebce  and  intercourse  with  Mr.  Ei 
io^,  our  Minister  at  Madrid.  The  Congteas  ._ 
Aix  la  Chapelle  expressed  no  opinion  on  tne  sub- 
ject, and  Don  Oois,  the  Minister  of  Ferdinand  at 
this  place,  bas  never  for  ■  moment  ceased  to  fut- 
fli  his  fanctions,  without  the  smallest  interrup- 
tion ;  and  so  little  was  the  respect  which  he  paid 
to  the  letter  of  Pkarro,  suspending  futihet  com- 
mnnications  with  the  American  GoTernment, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  worthy  of  being  officially 
made  known  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  He 
places  the  vindication  of  his  master  on  ground 
totally  different  from  that  assumed  in  Ibis  House 
by  those  «ho  defend  his  cause,  in  attempting  ti 
censure  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson.  Hi 
aays,in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  6ih  of  July, 
1818:  "Ucannui  be  supposed  that  the  Indians, 
'against  whom  the  Ametican  commander  di- 

lected  his  operations,  received  protection 


Florida.  They  never  received  either  ia tor  or 
protection  from  the  Spanish  authorities,  eitbtt 
within  or  without  the  territory  tmder  their 
jurisdiction." 

Speaking  of  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  he 
■lieges,  that  "  he  took  every  necessary  precaution 
to  prevent  the  Indians  being  supplied  with  arms 
Bodammuoition  within  His  Mnjeslf's  territory. 
These  facts  being  of  public  notoriety,  and  im- 
possible to  refute,  there  ata  be  no  excuse,  pre- 
text, or  subterfuge,  offered  for  a  series  of  such 
unheard  of  outrages."  And,  sir,  this  is  the  true 
and  only  basis  on  which  to  rest  the  stifhtest  charge 
against  the  proceedings  of  General  Jackson.  It 
it  a  question  of  fact ;  and  if  Don  Onis  speak* 
the  truth,  in  saying  that  the  Indians  received 
neither  favor  or  ptotectioo  from  Luen^  or  Ma»»t, 
and  that  everything  was  done  in  their  power  to 
prevent  their  being  supplied  with  arms  or  ammu- 
nition, and  that  it  is  impossible  to  reAite  these 
facte — then  I  say  with  him,  that  the  American 
commander  was  censurable,  and  ought  to  be 
brought  before  a  general  court  martial.  But, 
unfortunately  for  the  Don,  the  evidence  is  all  on 
the  other  tide ;  and  these  facts,  which  he  says 
"  it  is  impossible  to  refute,"  are  contradicted  eren 
by  ibe  officers  themselves,  whom  he  thus  baldly 
defends.  1  contend,  iherelore,  on  the  authority  w 
the  Spanish  Minister  himself,  that,  the  proaf 
being  against  him,  the  conclusion  fails,  and  (3en- 
eral  Jackson  stands  acquitted  by  Spain  of  all 
blame  or  censure  for  his  occupation  or  St.  Moib 
end  Pensacola.  The  Chevalier  Onis  will  not 
stoop  so  low,  as  to  put  the  issue  of  controveny 
on  the  wire-drawn  theories,  and  ingenioiu  so- 
phistry, with  which  he  bas  been  so  generously 
sullied  by  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  par- 
ticipated in  this  debate.  He  take*  the  bigb  and 
imposing  aititade  of  facta,  from  which  he  de- 
duces the  innoeenoe  of  the  colonial  authorities 
in  Florida,  and  the  consequent  sDilt  of  the  Amer- 
ican commander;  and  surely  be  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  shape  the  defence  of  bis  own  fntmaot- 
late  master.  On  that  ground  I  am  content  to 
submit  the  case  to  the  decision  of  au  impartial 
world.  Sir,  if  the  United  States  have  been  pre- 
cipitated into  hostilities  with  Spain,  by  General 
Jackson,  and  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
gress, in  that  respect,  have  been  usurped,  by 
whom  has  the  war  been  recognised,  ana  wnete 
are  its  effects  to  be  seen  or  felt  ?  Spain  ha*  given 
BO  evidence  of  a  belief  on  her  part  that  she  i*  at 
war  with  us,  or  that  she  contemplates  becoming 
so.  We  hare  disavowed  all  hostile  intentions 
towards  her.  She  has  a  Minister  resideat  at 
Washington,  who  is  treated  with  every  reapact 
due  to  his  rank,  and  who  is  now  employed  in  th< 
inteteslins  duty  of  forming  a  treaty  on  the  sub- 
jects which  have  so  Ions  remained  unsettled  be- 
tween his  Sovereign  ana  this  conntry.  We  alio 
have  a  Minister  of  equal  rank  and  dignity  a( 
Madrid,  who  receives  there  the  most  polite  at* 
tentioD.  No  armies  are  in  the  field;  no  fleets  on 
the 


n  the  V 


—but  It 


upon  which  the  whole  argument  of  the  adrocates 
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Stdnjnols  War. 


ttf  thcM  retolatiaiu  it  bttilt,  tnd  all  tke  drnnis 
of  our  violKied  Conaliiation,  with  wltich  we 
have  be«a  iniated  for  lh»  latt  three  wecki,  are 
predicated  ait  this  Tiuoaarf  war,  whiek  hooor- 
aU«  geiill«m«a  imacine  to  esiat,  Tor  the  sake  or 
the  aTgament,  bat  which  neither  oTtha  feigned 
baili^renis  acknowledge,  and  which  ii  carried 


«i*  ID  a  atale  ot  proToand  peace  I  1  hare  heard, 
air, of  war*  ia  the  moon,  and  Ipreanmetbisiniut 
be  one  of  that  deaeriplioD. 

Hr.  Chairman,  1  think  ti  mnat  be  manifeit  to 
ercTf  candid  mind,  diipoaed  to  look  ai  theie 
erania  with  aa  impartial  ef  e,  that  no  act  of  war 
ha*  been  committed  agaiait  Spain :  that  none 
was  eret  intended ;  thai  oor  relations  of  amily 
with  that  nation  hare  undergone  no  change ; 
and  that  Oeneral  Jaekaon  ha*  been  mo*t  oojattljp 
charged  with  a  violatioa  of  the  Coiutitotion  of 
hi*  coaniry.  The  total  neglect  of  Spain  for  the 
Imi  ten  yean  to  mainiain  her  authoriijr  in  Flori- 
da, and  the  facilitiea  which  it  afford*  to  oui  ene- 
Biea,  baa  compelled  the  Qorernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  to  conitder  that  territory  open  lo  our 
anna  wbenerer  the  public  aafeiy  requited  thai 
they  should  be  sent  then;  and  ihe  Spanish 
Qorernment  has  no  juat  right  to  complain  of 
treatment  which  her  own  negligence  and  im- 
becility has  imposed  on  a*  a*  a  daty,  in  self- 
defence. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  the  atteniioD  of  the 
Cominiitee  to  a  meaanre  which  was  adopted  dur- 
ing the  Administration  of  President  Madison, 
iwating  10  that  part  of  Plt«ida  which  lies  west  of 
tha  Petdido,  aiKl  whieh  we  claimed  under  the 
•ession  of  LooiMana.  Spain  ns  in  poasesaioB 
of  tbe  conniry,  and  contested  oui  claim ;  a  spe- 
cial mission  had  been  seat  to  Madrid  lo  negotiate 
a  trcAty  of  limits  with  that  Qorernment,  and  the 
efibrt  CO  effect  that  object  was  uosuecenfaL 
Pending  this  qoeslion  of  ih«  title  between  the 
twoOoremmenis,  in  the  year  1810,Mr.  MadiMQ 
Issued  a  proclamation  annexing  the  disputed 
territory  to  the  present  State  of  Louisiana,  iheg 
the  TetTiloty  of  Orleans.  That  proclamation  is 
in  the  following  word* ; 

*■  Nnr  be  it  known,  that  I,  James  Msdken,  Presi- 
dent of  die  United  Btatae  of  Americsi,  In  pnmince  of 
'  ty  and  urgent 


it  right  and  leqaisile  thai  posaaasion  sboaU  be  taken 
tf  the  said  tenitoiy,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
said  United  Staiaa.  WltUam  C.  C.  Claibome,  Ooret- 
■M  of  die  Orlaana  Temloiy,  of  which  the  said  teniloiy 
i*  to  be  taken  a*  part,  will  accoidinglj  piacead  lo  sx- 
eenta  the  sama,  and  to  aiereiss  orai  the  said  twril^ 
lias  the  BDthDritiB*  and  fuactions  legally  appertaining 
to  hi*  office;  and  the  good  people  inhabiting  thesanu 
are  iarited  and  enjoined  lo  pay  dne  respect  b>  him  in 
that  chaiactei ;  to  be  obediant  lo  the  laws,  to  maintain 
oidei,  to  cherish  harmony,  and  in  GTsiy  manner  to 
eondnet  themaelfes  a*  peaceable  citizens,  under  Aill 
saenrance  tlut  they  wSl  be  protected 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  religiol 


le  enjoyment 


his  aid  the  tegnlar  troop*  of  the  United  State*  on 
tbe  Misaisaippi;  and,  if  theae  should  be  deemed 
insufficient,  to  call  out  the  militia  of  tbe  Orleani 
and  Mississippi  Territories,  and  to  take  foretUe 
posseaaion  of  the  territory,  if  resistance  should  be 
made.  The  order  was  executed.  The  laws  of 
the  United  Btalea  were  eiiended  to  the  countty, 
by  ritine  of  this  ptoelamalion,  and  at  that  time, 
and  for  more  than  one  year  afterwards,  a  Span- 
ish garrison  remained  at  Mobile.  This  step  was 
taken  bnl  a  few  weeks  before  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, and  communicated  to  both  Houses  at  the 
opening  of  the  session.  An  inlereslina;  and  ani- 
mated debate  arose  in  ihe  Senate  on  that  part  of 
ibe  President's  Message.  Parties  were  then  mar- 
iballed ;  the  opposition  lo  Administration  was 
lysiematic  and  uniform;  and  ila  friends  wera 
equally  ao.  The  proceeding  was  denounced,  aa 
an  ananthorized  act  of  war  on  Spain;  aa  a  iinir> 
paiioo,  by  the  Exeeuiire,  of  the  power  rested 
alone  in  Congress,  to  declare  war.  The  Coneti- 
was  said  to  be  riolated :  the  country  men- 
aced with  all  the  horrors  of  war,  both  by  EngUnd 
--'    "paia.     Tbe  arguments  used   on  that  oo- 


present  occasion,  from  the  friends  of  these  resolu- 
tions. I  listened,  sir,  with  great  pleasure  toa  rety 
able  and  eloquent  speech  oelireted  by  the  honor- 
able Speaker,  iben  a  member  of  the  Senate,  in 
defence  of  this  Executire  measure.  He  received 
my  thanks,  and,  1  hare  no  dottbi,  the  tbank*  of 
tbe  nation,  for  the  unanswerable  and  lucid  views 
which  he  cook  of  that  subject.  I  hope  the  honor- 
aUe  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for  tbe  liberty 
which  I  lake  in  reading  n  fewsenlenoesfrom  that 
speech,  to  the  Committee.  Their  applicaiion  lo 
Ibe  recent  occurrences  in  Florida  will  be  readily 
pereeired,  eonreyed  in  language  much  superioi 
toany  which  falls  within  Ibe  compass  of  my  hum- 
ble capacity.  "I  bare  (said  he)  no  heailation  is 
'  sayiiv,  that,  if  a  parent  country  either  eanoo^ 
'  or  will  not,  maintain  berauiboniyorer  a  colony 
'adjacent  to  us;  and  if  mismie  and  disorder 
'  prevails  there,  dangerous  to  the  Union;  or  men- 
'  acingthepeaceofouifiODiier;  or  unfavorable  to 
'  the  execution  of  out  laws;  we  bare  aright,  on 
'  Ihe  eternal  principles  of  self-preserralion,  to  lay 
'  hold  of  it.  This  principle,  alone,  independent 
'  of  anr  title,  would  justify  the  occupation  of 
'  Florida."  Sir,  if  the  eternal  principle  ef  aetf- 
preaer ration  alone  would  jostify  the  oeeupation  of 
that  part  of  Florida,  wiihont  any  title,  to  guard 
agaiost  a  contingent  danger,  will  it  noiapply  with 
more  thnn  equal  weight,  to  a  ease  of  actual  ex- 
iating  danger,  when  the  frontier  is  delused  in  the 
blood  of  bel^eas  age  aod  inbncy  1  If  misrule 
and  disorder  prerailed  in  that  portion  of  tbe  pror- 
ince,  ai  the  time  we  look  potseasjon  of  it,  Ihe  same 
remark  was  applicable  to  Pensacola  and  its  de- 
pendencies when  that  ^ce  was  surrendered  to 
the  American  forces.  We  were  lb  en  at  war  with 
no  Indian  tribe  who  gained  admission  into  tbe 
lerriiory.  We  apprehended  no  immediate  inva- 
sion from  nny  quarter;  and  I  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman,  if  that  meaante  was  justifiable  on 
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tHiiin,  oan  he  eondmii 
dniltT  |ire«aatioD.  tornvoded  at  be  mi  by  m 
combinatioD  of  laaiani  and  negroci,  prepkred  lo 
ren«w  their  deeda  of  eTaclty  and  bl«od  ^niweT«r 
tbe  annf  under  hi*  command  tbonld  reiire  with- 
in the  limiu  ofibe  United  Siatee? 

Letnanoc  be  told,  that  we  had  aTairiiileto 
th«  eoaatry  under  ihepurehaBC  of  LouiBiana ;  for, 
to  ftr  at  it  related  to  the  oatioDal  TeeliDg*  of 
Sjuin,  and  to  the  eompTomiimtnt  of  our  own 
peace,  it  «u  tuffleient  itiat  Spain  vat  in  the  ae- 
toal  poiaenion  of  the  toil,  and  claimed  a  para- 
motint  right  to  ihe  •oTereignty  over  it.  We  roroi' 
biy  wreiled  ilooi  of  herpoeteMion,  and  extended 
onrlawv,  boib  general  and  focal,  lo  iia  iahabit- 
BBts,  bv  prooiamalioe ;  and  I  am  at  a  loti  to  dfi- 
tlBgviah  that  act  from  (he  milltarjr  occapettoa  of 
another  diairjei  ia  Florida,  on   ihe  same  great 

S-BdpIeorself'prestiTBtion.  laeeord  my  appro- 
lion  to  both  measinei,  alike  in  iheir  character 
and  in  tlieireSeota,  nnd  leave  the  hoDotableSpea- 
kn  to  ahoV)  if  he  can,  in  what  ooniist  Ihe  sbadei 
of  difference  whiob  will  authorize  us  to  jastiry 
tbe  one  and  ceaaore  the  other.  Oa  variout  oiher 
oecasiont  we  bare  marched  troop*  into  Florida, 
and  foDgbt  balilet  there,  without  exeiiiog  the 
" —  '—  0  thii  Houae,  *-  *■■ '' 


ft  mnirpattoD  of  iia  powers  by  the  B^cuiire.  In 
1813,  ColoDel  Sinitb,  at  the  head  of  a  rifle  regi- 
nwnt,  waapotled  befbreSt.Aaguuinej  a  deiaoh- 
raent  from  hit  command  was  atiaaked  and  de- 
feated by  the  Indians  and  negroee  from  Ibe  Span- 
ith  fort;  he  deelared-bfe  inieniian  of  storming 
the  place,  but  his  troopa  were  eofeeUed  by  dis- 
eaee,  and  be  retreated  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 
A  reciment  of  ToloBteefs,  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel WiUiama,  of  Tenneesee,  likewise  carried  their 
military  operation*  into  thai  conntry.  The  Oeor- 
gia  militia  hare  fieonently  been  ordered  there,  in 
pQTtnit  of  bosiile  loaiaaa.  In  18f4,QeneralJsck- 
>on  fought  a  hatile  in  Pensacola,  and  didodged 
tbe  Britith  force  in  the  Baratioae,  who  Uew  up 
tbe  forircsa  on  retiring  into  tbeit  vessels.  Since 
thai  period,  the  negro  (brt,  so  often  mentioned  on 
the  Anpalachieola,  wai  attacked  and  destroyed  by 
aeemnlned  land  and  naral  force.  All  theteeTeot* 
hare  paned  in  review  before  us,  and  never  until 
DOW  were  they  considered  either  war  on  Spain, 
or  a  violation  of  the  CoDstitmion.  But^  sir,  every- 
thing heretofore  held  saored,  both  in  principle«nd 
praotioe,  mait  bend  to  ihie  unprecedented  leberae 
of  patsing  eeneore  on  General  Jaekaon,  who  ha* 
been  modealty  compared  (0  Alrear,  Corte*,  Fix* 
arro,  and  Hyder  Aly,  bran  honoraUa  geoileman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Stqrrs,)  and  at  the  same 
time  the  gentlemen  assured  us  of  the  very  high 
respect  in  which  he  held  the  charaoler  and  serri- 
cea  of  ibac  diatinguiibed  hero  I  Sir,  there  are 
some  men  too  htgfa  in- tbe  eaiimaiion  of  their  fel- 
low-oilizeos,  to  be  permitted  quietly  to  enjoy  the 
ditlinclion  conferred  oa  them  by  a  grateful  coua- 
try.  Had  QeDeral  Jackson  been  leaa  useful  to 
the  nation,  be  might  have  escaped  the  mortiflca- 
tiOB  of  tbe  denonciatioBB  uttered  against  him  on 
thia  floor. 


F^BVAIT)  ItW. 

Mr.  P.  ooDtinua^  Sir,  said  he,  I  hare  been 
moriiSed  and  disgnsMd  at  the  sickly  agoniwand 
aympathetic  efllisioBr  which  have  been  so  often 
repeated  by  honorable  members  on  thembjeet  of 
the  trial  and  rzeeution  of  the  inotigacore  of  the 
Seminole  wer,  Arbothnoc  and  Ambrirter.  la- 
flaied  appeals  to  our  hnmanity  and  magoaiimiiy 
have  rung  ihrougb  ibis  hall  to  excite  onr  oem- 
miieraiiott  for  iheee^  gullijr  men.  They  hare 
failed  lo  reach  either  my  judgment  or  ibe  feel- 
ing* of  my  heart.  My  aympathiee,  thaak  Oodj 
are  reserved  for  the  bleeding  and  suffering  citi- 
zen* of  m^  own  eoaDtry ;  and  objects  of  (bat  de- 
Boripiion,  ID  abundance,  are  exhibited  toourview 
in  the  narratiTB  of  event*  connected  with  the 
short  but  bloody  career  of  these  foreign  ineeDdi- 
ariet  in  Florida.  The  pnaiabmeoi  inflicted  on 
them  was  more  than  merited  by  the  enoniiiiy  of 
their  Clime*}  the  example,  I  trust,  will  be  *  salo- 
lary  wsrniag  to  Britisb  agent*  on  the  wbola  «>• 
teni  of  our  Indian  frontier;  and,  if  future  out- 
TBget  of  the  aama  kind  should  be  practised,  w« 
owe  it  to  the  safety  and  honor  of  our  conntry  to 
retaliate  oa  the  omndeis  with  the  ntmoet  rigor 
and  aevarity,  nntil  the  sttbjecucf  foreign  nationa 
sball  be  isugbl  lo  dread  onr  vMgeauce,  if  they 
do  not  respect  our  rights.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  ia- 
tention  la  eater  iaiaa  detailed'  arguiiMat  od  tbe 
various  lecbeioal  objectiont  which  have  been 
retorted  to  by  gentlemen  skilled  in  Ihe  nicety  of 
apeclai  pleading,  to  show  that  a  count  or  an  ia- 
aendo  is  wantingin  t he-declaration, or  that  judg- 
ment baa  not  been  pronounced  according  to  the 
forma  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  Suoh 
trash  mtf  serve  to  supply  the  vacunm  of  empty 
declamatioD,  bm  I  can  never  consent  to  cxmrert 
this  great  polliical  iheaire  into  a  oonrt  of  errors 
and  appeals,  sitting  lo  scan  the  record  and  regu- 
late the  proceedings  of  inferior  Irlbanals.  My 
view*  are  directed  to  mesaures  in  reference  to 
their  operaiion  on  the  general  welfare  of  my 
oouDiry,  and,  wbeoever  Ihal  efiect  is  prodaccd,  I 
would  not  retrace  tbe  step,  Qnless  the  honor  of 
perionsly  demanded  the  lacriGee. 


fully  and  ably  defended  by  honorahle  gentlemen 
whose  pnodbaait  kaowladge  of  military  soieDee 
and  the  praoiieat  naages'  ofi  war.  gives  to  tfa«w. 
ojjiiiBiflasaad  atgUMnia  thfrwettht  of  aaiiioritn. 
and  supetaede*  itie  naecssUy  or  Aittfaet  invcaii* 
guioB.  Ifj  indcedj  ecrn*  in  poantof  fbem  wera' 
ooManiitadby  tlieoouTijiwJf  theymiauBderstood^ 
tha  pawtra^vMiedin  theift  by  th«  order  oftlw- 
commaBding  OeBNal,  it  dOn  not  beeotse-  tbe- 
dtgaity  of  this  Honse  to  ascribe  these  irregDlirl- 
ties'toGenetal  Jtckton ;  it  is  lo  the  general  order 
we  must  look  for  a  deflnitiooof  tbe  duties  which 
the  court  were  required  to  perTorm.  They  were 
instiQcied  to  "record  tbe  documeais  and  lesii- 
'  mony  in  the  several  cases,  and  their  opinion  ai 
'  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoners,  tad 
*  what  punisbment,  if  any,  tUould  be  inflicted-" 
Call  it,  therefore,  a  court  martial,  or  by  wbaierer 
other  uame  you  please,  these  were  the  powei* 
conveyed' 10  it,  and  no  assumed  title  couldeDlarge 
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Tb«  spinioD  of  th«  court  wu  given  in  the  forca 
of  a  *ent«Dee  and  carried-  info  execution,  bat  the 
Mme  mull  woatd  bar*  followed  if  tben  had 
baaa  DO  depnture  fma  the  literal  import  of  the 
Older.  Tooaril  atsuoh  petty  ioioeuraciei,  where 
•nbMaKiial  jitttiee  baa  been  done,  ii,  I  rvpeat-it, 
vubceamf Dg' tbe  dignitf  of  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
seniatiTea.  Thii  these  perSdkiu»  inJKT«mt9  net 
llnfaicwbieh  their  condact  merited  eaoBM'be 
wrioarir  doafcled  by  aay  one,  Oo  the  priDciple 
of  rapraaU  it  wai  lawful  to  execute  thetn,  and, 
««  citiDinala  of  the  highest  grade,  vbose  goilty 
hand*  inToWed  a  wbole country  in  icencaoi  maa- 
>  and-  robbery,  thay  fell  joM  Tietimt  lo  the 

idsd  liwkof  nBtDn>  ami  ol  natinna.     "Thnae 


ltw«of  natoreandol  nationa.  "Thnae 
'  who,  wiihout  solhority  from  their  Borereign, 
'  ez«taiM  rioleace  igsiQct  an  eiKoiy  and  fall  into 
'  tkat  eoeiiir's  h«ad^  have  no  right  to  expect  the 
'  InUOMnt  due  to  priioaera  of  war;  the  enemy 
'  i«  jnidflabfe  in  puiirsjir  ihem  lo  death  as  ban- 
'  ditti."  Again,  "  tbe  violences coramitied  by  the 
*  mbjeota  of  one  natjaDBgaiDtt  (hose  of  another, 
'  without  authority,  aie  looked  npon  as  robberies, 
'  sod  the  perpetrators  are  excluded  from  the  rights 
<  of  lawful  ettemies;"  and;  alto,  "  whomerer  of- 
'  fmda  tba  State,  injoKa  iti  rigbte,  disturbs  its 
'  iraaqnilUty,  or  does  it  a  prejudice,  in  any  nian- 
'  net  wbu«*ar,  declaree  himself  iia  enemy,  and 
'  expoMs  himaclf  to  be  justly  punisbed  for  it." 
(VaiUt,  162.)  Sir,  can  any  genileraan  compare 
tbtec  prineff^  of  natioaal  law  with  the  eti- 
denoe  m  ibe  trials  of  ATbuthnoi  and  Amhrisier, 
and  seriootty  contend  that  they  haTeanirered  ud- 
JDMly,  and  eontiary  tolew;  that  they  have  been 
doomad  to  perish  under  the  rod  of  military  des- 
potism 7  I  frankly  confess  it  would  require  a 
■Ivbijora  delermhiBtiDa'  to  persevere  in  error, 
wbishldo  noC  possess,  to  draw  conctosioDs  so 
laaoMieiciit  with  aueb  premises.  Some  gentle- 
men have  attempted  to  make  a  distioi  ' 
tweea  the  guilt  of  these  men.  Ambri 
they,  was  taken  in  arms ;  he  commanded  the  a4- 
gnea  and  iDdiana;  led-  them  into  battle;  was 
idauti&ed  with  them,  and,  therefore,  deserved 
dcKtli.  Arbothuot,  we  are  told,  was  a  mere  mer- 
ebant,  adealer  in  the  anielcs  which  the  Indians 
were  iccnstomed  to  pniebase. 

I  bavt,  in  the  prteediog  part  of  my  remarks, 
badoeeasioD  to  advert  to  the  objects  for  which 
tbia  maa  entered  I^orida,  and  the  part  which  he 
took  in  exaiilog  the  lodiaDs  to  war.  If  Nicholts 
was  an  inoocent  dealer  ia  "the  art icles  which 
(be  Indians  wera  accoatomed  to  purchase,"  so 
WM  ArbBlbaoli  iheic  views  were  the  same; 
\htf  held  the  same  laoguajje  to  the  savages,  and 
eaeh  gave  a  pledge  of  finiish  aid,  in>case  war 
should  bo  waged  for  the  recovery  of  the  lands 
ceded  by  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jacxsoo.  He  fre- 
qoaotly  assured  the  chiefs  that  he  had  anihorlty 
to  eortespood  with  Hts  Majesty's  Mioiater  at 
WasbfoglOD,  with  Oovernor  Cameron,  of  New 
Prortdenee,  and  ibe  Governor  QeDeral  of  Ha- 
TBDa,  on  the  subject  of  the  necessary  supplies  for 
etrryiug  on  the  war ;  and  that  he  was  in  posses- 
sioB  of  a  letter  ft«m  Barl  Batbunt,  which  in- 


foHiMd  him  that  Mr.  Bigotira*  instmeted  on 
that  sabjset.  On  the  back  of  a  letter  addressed 
by  him  to  that  Minister,  be  aiatee  the  aggregate 
force  imbodiedamoDg  the  Indiana  and  the  posi- 
tions at  wbieb  ihey  were  posted,  and  requests  a 
supply  of  aima  and  ammunition,  specified  iu  the 
followi^  memerandBn : 

"A  qnantity  of  gnnpDwde^  lead,  nraskets,  and 
fllnu,  laffloMit  to  aim  1,0M  to  3,600  men. 

MaAats,  1,000  ;  mole  sBMlIer  pieces,  if  poa^Un 

ItfiM  flioti  t  a  proportion  for  rifle,  put  op  aepaiata. 

M  ca^  puipeFwdei ;  a  proporttau  fbi  rifle. 

%000  kaivea,  aix  U  niiio  inch  blade,  goed  qnnlity^ 

1,000  tomahawksi  100  Ibu  venniUion. 

2,000  lb*,  load,  iudejpeadeat  of  ball  for  muiket" 

This  paver  speaks  for  itself;  it  caunot  be  mie* 
understood;  and  shows,  most  clearly,  the  parti- 
cipaiioD  of  Arbtithnet  in  providing  the  means 
necesaory  to  the  proieeulioo  of  the  Seminole  war. 
Hewas  the  prime  miuister  of  ihe  boaiile  lodiaDsj 
had  a  full  power  of  aiiorney  to  make  talks,  aad 
not  for  tbem  In  all  caies  wbaiaoever;  aad  if  Am- 
brister,  who  was  but  ■  fubordineie  agent,  wai 

Cit^  senteuced  lo  sufier  death,  what  excuse  can 
offered  for  ibe  man  who  put  the  whole  ma- 
chiaevy  of  war,  massacre,  and  robbery,  in  motion? 
Can  it  be  said  thai  he  had  not  distarbed  the  tran- 
qaillity  of  the  United  States  1  I  presume  it  can- 
not,  and,  of  course,  aoeordiag  to  the  maxims  of 
public  law,  to  which  I  have  referred,  "  he  had  de- 
clared himself  onr  enemy,  and  exposed  himself 
to  be  jostly  punished."  It  is  unnecessary  for  me- 
toenkrga  the  diaenssion  od  the  right  of  the  cdcq- 
mandiog  Qeneral  to  retaliate  on  the  enemy  for 
the  acts  of  cruelty  and  barbarity'  which  were 
practised  in,  the  progress  of  this  war.  Honorable 
gentlemen,  who  controvert  the  right,  have  shown 
DO  instance  io  wiiich  it  was  denied,  either  in  En- 
rope  or  Amsiica ;  and,  in  support  of  it,  we  have 
the  ffiampjes  of  Washington,  and  maoy  other 
geneeal  offioers,  who  ftiught  in  the  war  of  the 
Revotuiion.  Yes,  air,  Qenerat  Jackson  had  the 
right  to  inflict  punishment  on  these  outlaw*.  I 
revoke  thai  he  exercised  that  r^ht;  and,  if  we 
do  Dot  paralyse  and  destroy  the  good  effects  <^ 
the  aet,  it  will  contribute^  id  do  small  degree,  ta 
the  fulnve  peace  and  secnifty  of  our  fiootier. 
But  the  honorable  Speaker  has  said  that  we  hare 
no  right  to  practise  retaliation  on  the  Indians; 
that  we  have  farborae  to  do  so  from  the  earliest- 
aetilement  of  the  country,  and  that  it  has  beeome 
the  common  law-  of  ine  laod,  whkh  we  are 
bound  not  lo  violate.  Sir,  from  what  soarce  daee- 
the  gentlenaaD  derive  the  principle  that  a  righli 
inherent  in  the  uaiore  of  man,  which  he  iafaales 
with  his  first  breath — which  "grovs  with  his 
growth  and  strengthens  with  his  slrenglh"-^ 
which  has  the  Sat  of  Qod  for  its  sanction,  and  is 
incorporated  in  the  code  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  becomes  extinct  with  regard  to  those  who 
may  forbear  to  exercise  it,  from  moiirea  ofpolipy 
or  humanity,  for  any  number  of  years?  That  a 
common  law  is  thereby  entailed  on  the  American 
people,  to  the  latest  generations,  by  which  they 
are  required  to  bend  beDealb  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife  of  the  savage,  and  snbmit  to  every 


»6S 


BIBTO&Y  OF  OONOKBSS. 


9S4 


Stminole  War. 


FaBROASt,  1619. 


craeltf  and  eDormilr,  without  the  priril^e  of 
nUlttiiog  00  the  eDemj  the  moDgi  and  injnriea 
we  hire  suffered  by  hii  wkdiou  traDwretsion  uf 
the  rules  of  ciTitized  warfRre  1  We  liare,  it  ii 
true,  tolerated  much  of  the  inhnoian  eonduei  of 
the  aborigiDes  towards  our  frontier  Inhabilants. 
We  hare  endeavored  to  tench  them,  by  examplei 
of  btimaniiy  and  magnaainiity,  the  bleuingi  and 
adrsntages  of  eivilization ;  but  iDsiancet  are  not 
wanting  of  the  mosl  seTere  retaliation  on  ihete 
monsiers  for  their  deeds  of  barbarity^  If,  how- 
ever,  [here  waa  not  a  solitary  ease  on  record,  of 
the  exercise  of  the  right,  it  remains  inriolate  and 
inviolable.  No  comtnuoitf  has  the  power  to  re- 
linquish it  and  bind  posterity  io  the  chains  of 
siBTieh  non-rcriatanee.  The  gentleman's  com- 
mon law  wilt  not  do  for  the  freemen  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suiea;  it  is  uoiqne  and  absurd.  Sir,  if  the 
Committee  will  pardon  the  disrestion,  this  norcl 
idea  of  commou  law  reminA  me  of  an  occur- 
rence which  is  aaid  to  hare  happened  in  the  early 
period  of  the  settlement  of  the  present  polite  and 
fioariahiag  State  of  Eeatncky :  A  man.  in  per- 
aonal  coinbat,  deprived  his  antagonist  of  Itie  sight 
of  an  eye  by  a  practice  famUiar  at  (hat  day, 
called  gouging;  the  offender  was  prosecuted  and 
indicted  for  the  outrage ;  he  employed  counsel  to 
defend  him,  to  whom  he  confessed  the  fact. 
Well,  sir,  said  the  lawyer,  what  shall  I  say  in 
your  defence?  Why,  sir,  said  he,  tell  them  it  is 
the  custom  of  the  country  I  And  I  presame  if 
the  honorable  Speaker  had  presided  on  the  trial, 
he  would  hate  said,  "  Oeatlemen  of  the  jury,  it 
is  the  common  law  of  Kentucky,  and  you  wilt 
fiod  a  verdict  for  the  defendant."  But,  sir,  to  be 
serious,  let  me  bring  the  case  home  to  the  honor- 
able Speaker  hiuuelf.  Suppose  a  band  of  these 
barbanano,  stimulated  and  excited  by  some  Brit- 
ish incendiary,  should,  at  the  hour  of  midnight, 
when  all  nature  is  wrapt  In  darkness  and  repose, 
eoand  the  infernal  yell,  and  enter  the  dwelling 
of  that  honorable  gentteman,  and  In  his  preeence 
pierce  lo  the  heart  the  wife  of  bis  boeom  and  the 
beloved  and  tender  infant. in  her  arms — objects 
to  dear  to  a  husband  and  a  father — would  he 
calmly  fold  bis  arms  and  say,  well,  'tis  hard  I  bat 
it  is  tbe  common  law  of  the  country,  and  I  must 
submit!  No,  sir;  his  manly  spirit  would  born 
with  indigaaat  rage,  and  never  slnmber  till  the 
hand  of  leUibutive  jtistice  had  areugad  his 
wrongs. 

"  Mercy  to  him  who  shows  it,  is  the  role. 
And  tighteens  limitatiott  of  the  act, 
By  nhich  Hasven  movMi  in  psjdoohig  gnilty  man ; 
Aud  he  that  shows  none,  being  lipe  in  years. 
And  conscious  of  ths  outrage  he  comniiti. 
Shall  seek  it,  and  not  find  it,  in  his  tain." 

1  have  no  compassion  for  *ooh  monsters  as 
Arbutfanot  and  Ambrister;  their  own  country  is 
ashamed  to  complain  of  their  fate;  the  British 
Minister  here  has  disavowed  their  conduct  and 
abandoned  their  caate ;  and  we,  sir,  are  the  resi- 
duary legatees  of  all  the  grief  and  soitow  felt  on 
the  face  of  the  gloLe,  for  these  two  fallen  mur- 
derers and  robbersl  For  I  call  him  a  murderer 
who  incites  to  murdir. 


Mr.  Cbairoian,  1  am  not  the  eulogist  of  KSf 
man ;  1  shall  not  attempt  the  pan^yric  of  Oan- 
eral  Jackson;  but  if  a  grateful  country  might  be 
allowed  to  speak  of  his  merits — 

Lmtinana  would  aay,  "-Tott  have  defended  out 
capital  against  the  veteran  troops  of  the  enemy, 
by  whom  it  would  have  been  sacked,  and  ont 
dwellings  enveloped  in  flames  over  the  hendi  of 
our  beloved  families." 

Georgia:  '-You  have  given  peace  to  our  de- 
fenceless frontier,  and  chastised  our  feroeiooa 
savage  foe,  and  the  perfidious  incendiariee  nud 
felons  by  whom  they  were  excited  and  coun- 
selled to  the  perpetration  of  their  eruel  deeds. 
Yon  have  opened  additional  territory  to  our  rich 
and  growing  population,  which  they  may  now 
enjoy  in  peace  and  tranquillity." 

Alt^Htma  and  lUiMtittippi:  ''You  have  pro- 
tected us  in  the  time  of  oar  infaney,  and  in  ttao 
moment  of  great  national  peril,  asainst  tbe  inex- 
orable Red  Sticks  and  their  allies;  yon  hare 
compelled  them  to  relinquish  the  poMeision  of 
oar  lands,  and  ere  long  we  shall  strengthen  into 
full  mankood,  under  the  smiles  of  a  beneficent 
Providence." 

The  whole  Weitem  Qmntry :  "  You  have  pre- 
served the  great  emporium  ol  our  vast  commerce 
from  the  grasp  of  a  powerful  enemy ;  you  have 
mainiBined  for  our  use  the  free  navigation  i>f  the 
Mississippi,  at  the  hazard  of  your  life,  healtJa,  and 
fortune." 

The  Nation  at  largt:  "You  have  given  glory 
and  renown  to  thearms  of  yourconntiy  through- 
out the  civilized  world,  and  have  taught  (he  ty- 
rants of  the  earth  the  salutarv  lesson,  that,  in  the 
defence  of  tbeit  soil  and  inaependence,  freemen 
are  invincible." 

History  will  transmit  these  trnthi  to  genen- 
tions  yet  unborn,  and,  should  the  propositions  on 
your  table  be  adopted,  we,  the  Representatives  of 
the  people,  subjoin :  "  Yes,  most  noble  and  val- 
orous Captain,  you  have  achieved  all  this  for 
your  country  j  we  Imw  down  under  the  weight 
of  the  obligations  which  we  owe  you,  ana  as 
some  small  testimonial  of  your  claim  to  tbe  eoo- 
fidence  and  consideration  of  your  fellow-citizens, 
we,  in  their  name,  present  you  the  following 
resolutions: 

"BetUvtd,  That  you,  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  have  violated  the  Constitution  which 
you  have  sworn  to  support,  and  disobeyed  the 
orders  of  your  superior,  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Army  aod  Navy  of  the  failed  States. 

"Retolved,  That  you,  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  have  violated  the  laws  of  your  country 
and  the  sacred  principles  of  humanity,  and  there- 
by  pros  [rated  the  national  character,  in  the  trial 
and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbuthnoi  and  Rob- 
ert O.  Ambrister,  for  the  trifling  and  unimportant 
crime  of  exciting  tbe  savages  to  murder  the  da- 
fenceless  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

"  Accept,  we  pray  you,  sir,  of  these  reeolres; 
go  down  10  yoar  grave  in  sorrow,  and  congralE- 
late  yourself  that  you  have  not  served  this  great 
Republic  in  vain.'' 

Qteece  bad  bet  Miltiades,  Rome  bet  Belliia- 
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Tina,  Csnhage  her  Haooibtl,  and  "  m^j  we,  Mr. 
Chiinnaii,  profit  by  the  eiample  1"  Sir,  if  bon- 
ormble  gentlemca  are  lo  eztremelr  wlieiloas  to 
lecord  tbeir  opiniooi  of  tbia  distiDguiibed  Oene- 
ral,  let  D>  erect  a  tablet  id  the  centre  ofoDr  Cap- 
itol iquaie;  let  hii  bast  desigQale  the  parpoie: 
thither  let  each  nan  repair,  and  eograre  the 
feelings  of  his  hearL  And,  tir,  vhstever  maf 
be  the  opinions  of  other*,  for  one  I  should  not 
heailate  to  aay,  in  the  langoa^e  of  tbe  aage  of 
Monticelte,  "  ^onor  and  graliiwte  to  him  leia 
hamJUitd  the  meatttn  ofhu  wuKtry't  glory  I" 

Bar.  FoLLBR,  of  Massac hiuetlt,  next  addrtued 
the  Chair.  Manjr  members  of  this  House,  as  well 
as  others,  hare  expreaaed  tbeir  regret  that  so 
moeh  lime  sbotild  be  employed  in  &  discmsion 
which  is  not  likely  to  produce  any  practical  re- 
mit. For  my  part,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  am  well  con- 
TiDced  thai  a  practical  resolt  will  be  prodneed; 
not,  perhapa,  c  legialaiire  act,  nor  even  a  vote  of 
censare  or  of  approbation  of  the  late  campaign 
in  Florida,  but  another  more  general  and  more 
important  result  will  onqaestionably  be  attained, 
in  which  the  enemies  of  the  reaolaiions  before  ns, 
aa  well  a*  their  friends,  will  ha*e  reason  to  re- 
joice. Much  light  will  certainly  be  thrown  on 
some  of  the  hitherto  viuettled  powers  of  onr 
military  commandets.  Since  the  adoption  of  our 
national  Constlttttion,  varioos  points  hare  been 
aettledln  relation  to  tbe exercise  of  iueivil  pow- 
ers ;  many  of  them  are  now  so  well  defined  and 
enabllahed  aa  lo  be  acqaieseed  in  by  all  parties ; 
bat  the  military  power,  introsted  tn  part  to  the 
Bxecati*e,and  tooffieersof  his  appointment,  has 
not  till  recently  had  the  same  opportuoiiy  oi  be- 
in^  letted  bv  experience,  and  fixed  by  the  public 
roiee,  after  oeing  duly  Weighed  and  considered. 
It  is  onr  duly,  therefore,  lo  watch  with  vigilance 
the  asinmptioos  of  miliiarv  power,  and  never  lo 
acquiesce  m  its  exercise  when  of  a  doubtful  na- 
totK  All  doubts  should  be  removed  by  a  decision 
in  tbe  proper  forkn. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Mississippi,  who  has  just 
aal  down,  (Mr.  Poinogxter,)  denies  the  right  of 
Congress  to  decide  on  thequeslion  comprehended 
in  tbe  seTeral  resolutions  before  u.  He  insists 
that  we  hare  no  right  to  censure  a  military  offi- 
Mr,  because  he  is  not  appointed,  and  cannoi  be 
lemOTed  by  ns ;  tbai  he  is  responsible  to  the  Pre- 
sident aloae,  from  whom  faiscommission  emana- 
ted. He  has  read  to  ns  sereral  resolations,  of 
which  General  Jackson  is  ibe  subject,  and  the 
House  is  represented  as  Toting  a  censure  upon 
bin.  If  the  resolutions  read  by  that  geniUman 
were  now  under  discussion,  it  would  indeed  be 
necessary  lo  determine  whether  this  House  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  esamine  Ibe  conduct  of  the 
military  officers  of  the  nation,  and  to  censure  or 
approve  as  thejr  may  appear  to  merit.  That  it 
does  pooess  this  power,  many  of  the  advocates 
of  General  Jackson  have  admitted  in  the  present 
debate.  The  power  of  approving  ha*  been  oflen 
exercised,  and  the  instance  of  Qeoerat  St.  Clair, 
cited  by  tne  gentleman  to  prove  the  oonirary,  has 
no  tendency  lo  that  effect.  The  iUnstrious  men 
who  are  named  by  bim  as  votiiig  in  the  negative 


on  a  call  for  paper*  from  tbe  Executive,  did  not 
deny  the  power  of  the  House,  but  objected  to  the  . 
imperative  term*  of  the  rescluiioo  ■■  improper. 
But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  present  queatioa.  The 
resolniions  under  discussion  do  not  necessarily 
imply  a  censure  of  the  commanding  Qenerai. 
His  friends  contend  that  his  condact  was  wat- 
raoted  by  his  orders  from  the  War  Department ; 
and  consequenily  that  Department,  or  the  Exec- 
fitive,  is  alone  chargeable  with  the  acts  complain* 
ed  of.  On  that  subject  my  views  differ,  it  is  true, 
from  those  gentlemen,  but  it  is  not  my  iateation 
at  this  moment  to  consider  the  fair  construction 
of  the  orders.  Much  broader  considerations 
ought  here  to  gnide  us.  Tbe  resolutions  propose 
several  legislative  provisions;  ibe  necessity  for 
these  can  only  be  inferred  from  perceiving  that 
onr  army  in  Florida,  and  its  commander,  did  sev- 
eral acts,  which  might  have  involved  this  nation 
ia  war,  A  legal  prohibition  of  similar  acts  may 
hereaAer  prevent  a  war,  when  the  weakness  of 
our  antagonistraaynoLBs  in  tbe  present  instaoce, 
avert  the  calamity.  Whether  the  eeixurs  of  iti« 
Spanish  fortresses,  therefore,  originated  with  tbe 
Executive  ot  with  tbe  General,  the  l^ality  of 
the  act,  or  the  necessity  of  iis  prohibition,  ought 
to  be  determined  here.  It  is,  besides,  very  mani- 
fest that  the  President,  by  whom  the  voluminous 
doonments  on  the  Seminole  war  were  voluntarily 
communicated,  as  accompanying  bis  message  at 
the  commencement  of  tbe  session,  believed  that 
*<yme  use  was  to  be  made  of  them.  He  did  not 
sorely  scad  them  to  be  read  for  o 


object  of  the  communication  of  such  infor- 
mation, gentlemen  will  be  so  good  as  to  mention 
any  other,  ibat  comports  with  onr  legislative 
character. 

In  examining  the  mass  of  papers  on  ihe  Semi- 
nole campaign,  it  isimpossihlenoltorecnr  to  the' 
origin  of  the  war,  ana  to  inquire  whether  the 
inconsiderable  and  scattered  tribes  of  Seminole 
and  Creek  Indians,  most  of  ibem  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  Floridas,  were  in  fact  the  aggressors: 
whether  out  territory  was  actually  invaded,  and 
our  troops  ordered  to  pursue  tbe  assailants  beyond 
our  territorial  boundary.  In  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  Creeks,  within  our  acknow- 
ledged limit*,  were  excited  by  Nicholls,  and  other 
British  emissaries,  to  take  arms  asainsi  us.  Gen- 
eral Jaokson  in  one  decisive  battle  pat  an  end  to 
this  war.  Sight  huadted  Indians  are  said  to  have 
fallen  in  this  sawn i nary  battle.  Thegmtlemao 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smtts)  calls  our  auention, 
with  great  ezultaiion,  lo  this  exploit  of  bis  (avoc- 
iie  chieftain.  Only  Iwenty  Indians,  he  says,  were 
slain  in  tbe  decisive  battle  of  General  Wayn^ 
on  the  Miami,  and  only  thirty  in  that  of  Tiroe* 
canoe,  in  1811.  How  much,  then,  ii  the  milita- 
ry prowess  of  General  Jackson  to  be  admired, 
who  killed  eight  hundred/    Let  gentlemen  ap- 

Eland  this  monstrous  sacrifice  of  human  life ;  but 
)t  me  be  allowed  te  estimate  the  glory  of  «  bat- 
tie  by  its  results.  Qenerai  Wayne  achieved  for 
bis  country  a  lasting  pence,  on  equitable  and  safe 
terms— a  peace  which  has  been  generally  oboetv- 
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«d  DQ  b«lh  aides  to  the  pieMDt.bonr.  Ha«  tfae 
gnu  Creak  viotorr  been  eqaBlly  beoefienl  to 
our  eounirf  7  On  [he  Sib  of  Aafpist,  1814,  a«ii- 
«nl  JackecHi  diaiated  to  tbe  toinviag  Creeks,  or 
At  letBt  Bt  raenf  ■■  would  lubmit  to  bis  tenns, 
"Mticleaof  cepiinlmtioa,"  by  wklab  he  demands 
of  tbe  pros) nie  warriors,  as  an  iBdemniiy  for  tbe 
ezprinaea  of  the  war,  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of 
land,  worth  it  leaat,  at  the  present  legal  prict, 
tb illy -millions  of  dollars,  but  in  fact  worth  dou- 
U«  that  snin. 

One  gen  tie  man,  no  donbt  lo  shew  ua  tbe  value 
of  Geaeral  Jackson's  services,  layi,  tbat  ihia  ler- 
ritorr  waa  the  on Ijr  acquisition  made  by  us  in  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  except  lenowu.  I  am 
glad  to  bear  tbe  exception,  and  shall  ever  deem 
l^e  high  repniation  of  onr  niilitary  and  naTsI 
heroes  of  far  more  actual  ralue  lo  the  nation, 
than  any  (jnaniity  of  territory  emorttd  from  the 
Indian  nattTes.  Bui  was  it  ligfai,  sir,  under  the 
name  of  indemnity,  to  compel  the  ccstioa  of  a 
quantity  of  laqd,  amonaiing  to  ten  times  or 
Iweaty  tinMsibe  expense  for  wliieh  ii  was  de- 
Banded  1  The iand  would  not  only  p«y  for  the 
Creek  war,  but,  at  a  moderate  eat i mite,  would 
pay  half  tbe  expense  of  the  war  with  Qretu  Brit- 
ain. With  potent  England  we  oMke  peace  wiih- 
ont  nny  indeauiity  but  "  renown,"  but  we  compel 
the  ignorant  fogitiret  of  the  forest,  who  were 
enticed  into  the  war  by  her,  and  who  have  no- 
thing but  their  wilds  >nd  their  buts,  to  cede  us 
fifteeomilliona  of  acres.  From  these  wide  do- 
mains, ihoae  tribes  which  had  before  traversed 
them  for  a  lirelibood  were  compelled  lo  retire. 
Destitute  of  homes,  and  of  the  hnatiog  grounds 
where  before  they  had  gained  a  subsistence,  (he 
Red  Slicks  and  other  Gieeks,  not  parlies  to  the 
'■capilulation"  of  Fori  Jackson,  are  dtiTeo  into 
asile,  and  branded  as  outl«wi>,aDd  are  only  saved 
frcm  total  destruction  by  their  neighbors  in  Flo- 
rida, (be  Scminoiea.  The  cession  of  land  con- 
tained in  this  cipiluUtloo,  since  dignified  by  tbe 
name  of  treaty,  wag  obtained  by  doresi — by  mili- 
tary eoercien.  The  BieentiTe  and  Beaate  evi- 
.deoily  had  great  donbis  eonoerning  it.  Congress 
ctusTened  on  tbe  19ih  September,  1614,  and  no 
4io«bt  ibis  ioatiument  was  laid  belore  ibe  Senate, 
Mwas  tha  duty  of  the  President,  without  delay; 
yet  almost  five  taonths  elapsed  without  any  raii- 
ieatioo.  W*  are  left  to  infer  the  cause  of  the 
4elay,  and,  for  tbe  honor  of  the  treatymaktog 
power,  I  will  not  doubt  that  the  esofbitant  terms 
of  the  inatniment  itself,  so  nnjnaily  dieiated  to  a 
fo^le  and  proetnta  enemy,  were  considered  as 
inetMnpatiUe  with  tbe  honor  and  eQuity  of  a 
gnat  aodjast  aalion.  On  Ihe  ISth  of  FeDiuary, 
1615,  Ihe  Tteaiy  of  Obeut  was  received  at  Wasb- 
ingtoD.  By  the  ninth  article  of  that  treaty,  all 
tbe  Indians  wboahonld  remain  at  war  with  either 
.  party,  at  (he  time  of  tbe  raijfleatian,  were  to  re- 
MiTe  all  the  lands  which  bdonged  (o  them  in 
leil.  The  Creek  Treaty  then  came  once  more 
under  consideration.'  If  ihey  ratified  it,  they 
teemed  tasanetion  the  nnjnst  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory; if  tbey  rejected  it,  the  lands  most  be  nn- 
MBdilioDallrteitMed,udapopilarclamormlgbl 


be  raiaed  by  speealatOTsand  otkets,  who  eonaid- 
ered  (be  land  as  their  prey.  Tbey  deleraiined  to 
ratify  the  Treaty  of  For(  Jackson,  which  was 
done  on  the  I6lh  February,  and  on  the  next  day 
the  Treaty  of  Qheot  was  ratified.  Coauderiig 
tbe  respoDGibiliiy  of  the  QoFerament,  and  the 
delicBcy  of  their  siioation  at  thai  time,  the  raiifi- 
cation  caonoi  be  censured,  btoanse  the  Creeks 
CMild  still  look  to  Congress  for  redress,  and  to 
tbat  aource  it  would  have  been,mast  jKadeat  for 
ihem  (D  have  resorted.  If  they  had,  I  oanaot 
donbt  tbat  they  sroutd  have  bad  an  impartial 
bearing,  and  (bat  jastice  wamU  hare  been. done. 
Ilappear*,baweret,  that  thoae.who  had  ft* d  into 
Florida,  and  were  still  sullied  -and  encouraged 
by  Niebolls,.!wece(inly  lai^ht  to  czpoci  Mdrcat 
from  the  Tieaty  of  Qheni.  Perhaps  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Britiafa  Commiasioaera 
at  Qheat  intended  aad  expected  to  Jaitlnde  the 
Creeks  in  tbe  provision  of  the  ninth  aeliele  ^  ma 
Jaokaoa's  •apilotntion,  if  known  at  all  inSov ope, 
must  also  liave  been  consideted  of  no  valid tly, 
being  unratified.  Ifao,  osnibeexUeiKedStien, 
or  even  their  British  advisen,  be  severely  cea- 
snred  for  persisting  in  claiming  a  restorauaa  of 
their  lands  under  (his  treaty?  Hcoeei  we  traoe 
one  great  caiue  of  tbe  Seminole  war. 

Another  train  of  facta  demands  oui  attatttiaa. 
NiohoUs,  during  (he  a«r  with  Orcat  Britain,  lud 
eree(ed  a  fort,  on  (ha  Appaleahicola  river,  vritbia 
the  limiis  of  Florida.  Afier  the  pence  lie-aiip- 
plied  the  exiled  Red  Scicka  and  other  Creefa, 
together  with  tbe  fagilire  negroes,  with  a  libenl 
amoun(  of  ammuniiioa  and  cannon.  Ha  deliv- 
ered this  fort.  thuK  supplied.  Into  (heir  pesaeuimi, 
and  taught  thera  (o  consider  it  as  their  rc&ige 
and  protection.  Whatever  right  the  Bpaniah  aa- 
(borities  might  have  to  dismantle  or  de«(r»y  this 
for(,  it  is  manifest  (bac  we  had  no  such  right. 
We  remonatraied,  indeed,  with  the  Govefaor  of 
Pensacola,  and  he  declared  it  was  erected  with- 
oat  bis  consent,  and  in  violation  of  the  juriadic- 
tion  of  His  Catholio  Uajesty.  This  remdnauaace, 
however,  could  onl  v  have  related  to  its  eraciion 
during  the  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  after  the 
termination  of  that  war  it  was  no  more  a  •nhjecl 
of  just  complaint  on  onr  part,  than  Peasaeola 
itself,  Of  any  other  fortress  in  tbe  Spanish  terri- 
tory. Oor  military  commaader  in  that  qparier, 
however,  as  early  ai  April  or  May,  1816,  eenas 
to  have  meditated  its  destruction.  Fori^  Scott  Is 
hastily  erected,  at  the  function  of  the  Cliamhoo- 
chee  aad  Flint  riven,  just  within  ear  own  boaad* 
av y !  and  a  naval  force  from  New  Orleans  ordered 
to  ascend  the  Appalacbicola  river,  to  paaa  by  the 
Indian  fnrt  beforcinentioned.  and  to  meet  a  mil- 
itary detachnkent  under  Colonel  Clinsh,  whiah 
was  to  march  to  Fort  Scott,  and  to  destroy  the 
Indian  fori  if  it  opposed  the  paaaage  of  tbe  riva. 
The  gunboats  from  New  Orleans,  under  Sailisg- 
maater  Loomis,  accordingly  ascended  the  Appa- 
lacbicola wi[honi  aHking  permission  from  Sfsio 
or  from  the  Indian  fort,  or  giving  any  notice 
whatever  of  their  designs,  whether  pacific  ei 
hostile.  Nothing  is  more  clear  than  lh«t  ve  had 
no  tight  to  ascend  or  navigate  the  Appalubieola 
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river,  where  the  lerrilorjr  on  both  aide*  bcloius 
(o  iQOlher  Dation,  without  its  cossent.  The  rizHt 
(0  oavjg&ie  all  rirera,  bafs,  and  inlaad  aeas,  be- 
loDgs  oolf  lo  ibe  nalioQ  whose  lerriiorit;!  eneom- 
pau  them.  Some  gentlemen  bare  taken  ^rc«t 
pains  to  reconcile  the  cQnfliciiQx  sovereignties  of 

.  the  Indian  tribes,  and  that  or  the  natioDS  wiihin 
whose  aomiQal  jurisdiction  they  are  situated.  In 
the  present  case  It  is  immaterial  whether  the 
■overeigni;  of  the  river  belonged  to  Spain,  or  to 
the  Semtnoles  who  inhabited  lis  borders.  Ii  did 
not  belong  to  the  United  Stales.  If  a  mere  un- 
armed or  American  boat  or  vessel  had  pissed  up 
the  river,  it  could  bava  been  uo  cause  of  war  on 
the  part  of  the  Indians,  even  (hough  no  leave  bad 
been  asked.  It  would  in  thai  case  have  been  a 
mere  trespass.  Bnt  no  one  cau  pretend  thai  the 
garrison  in  the  fori,  and  the  lodiau  laWD>,  aad 
ibe  exiles  depending  on  it  for  ptateciioo,  lud  not 

..good  reason  to  consider  ihe  simultaneous  ap- 
proach of  these  two  arrasmeo  ts  *s  hostile  lo  them- 
ealves.  They  did  so  consider  ii,  and  one  of  the 
Vateriog  parties  from  the  gunboats  was  fired  on, 
three  men  were  killed,  and  one  was  taken  pris- 
oner, and  most  ciuellf  pui  to  death,  according  to 
the  savage  mode  of  warfare.    Shotllf  af^r,  ihe 


tack  it.  They  are  Gved  on,  and  in  return  they 
attack  and  blow  up  ibe  fori.  Of  ihiee  hundred 
persona,  including  women  and  cb-'-'—  • —  *■"- 
dredand  seventy  perished  in  ihi 
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ible  exi 
the  others  are  mortally  wounded. 


Terrible  revenge  !  If  we  had  be*n  Ihe  aggrieved 

r  instead  ol  being  maoifeEily  iheaggre 
y  Ibis  awful  sacrifice  would  have  been 
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cient  to  alone  for  out  four  seamen  slain.    Noi 
tbouehi  the  man  who  commanded  iheexpeditit 
Of  the  three  wretched  who  bad  miraculously  i 
caped  Ihe  explosion,  he  delivered  two  over 
inslant  butchery.    Who  can  read  this  deed  of 
cruelly  without  shame  and  horror?  The  savages 
themselves  would  scarce  iiave  done  the  savage 
deed.     Tbe  most  hardened  chief  of  them  i" 
would  have  relented.    This  was  in  July,  1816. 

Natwiihstanding  this  invasion  of  the  Indian 
terrflorf,  and  destruction  of  Iheir  only  siroog 
hold,  we  bear  of  ao  considerable  Indian  irruption 
into  our  lerriiory  far  mote  than  a  year.  Several 
predatory  incursions,  and  one  or  two  tnurders, 
Tvete  commiited  wiihin  our  froDiiers;  and,  on  tbe 
Other  band,  tbe  Indiafls  complained  ihat  a  party 
of  Americans  bad  murdered  several  Indian",  and 
driven  off  many  of  iheir  calile.  Our  worthy  la- 
dian  ageoi,  Governor  Mitchell,  was  diligently 
exerting  himself  to  give  and  obtain  sat isfiic lion, 
and  had  acloally  convened  ibe  chiefs  of  ihe  In- 
dian towns,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  having  peace 
and  harmony  restored  by  iDutual  justice;  when, 
00  Ihe  SOth  of  November,  1817,  a  party,  under 
Major  Twiggs,  surprised  tbe  Indian  village  of 
FowIiowD, billed  four  or  five  men  and  ooe 
man,  drove  all  the  inhabitants  from  their  house*, 
and  destroyed  ifae  village.  The  atrocity  of  ibis 
deed  deserves  our  uimost  iadigaation,  especially 
when  we  are  informed  by  Qovernor  Uilchell 


himself,  in  his  letter  of  ihe  14th  December,  coia- 
muaicated  with  the  President's  MessBge  of  the 
25ih  of  March  last,  that  ihe  Indians  of  Powllown  ' 
inclined  to  be  friendly,  and  had  offered  to 
:  wiih  the  other  friendly  tribee.  Ten  days 
this  most  infamous  transaction,  on  ihe  SOth 
of  November,  1617,  the  boat  sent  by  Major  Mub- 
leoburg,  under  Lieuienant  Scoti,  with  forty  per- 
sons, including  sick,  and  women,  and  cbildrao, 
was  attacked,  and  all  on  board  were  killed  but 
six.  The  fate  of  these  hapless. and  innocent  per- 
sons is  truly  lamentable— it  was  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  ibe  recent  massacre  and  pillage 
of  FnwltowD. 

Let  us  pause  a  momeni,  and  retrace  the  lactt. 
Is  il  not  manifest  that  we  have  been  the  aggres- 
sors in  this  war— very  mueh  ibe  aggressors? 
That  the  Indians  have  i>een  assailed,  and,  erea 
when  assailed,  have  fallen  short  of  their  invaders 
in  acts  of  savage  cruelly  ?  That  all  the  petty 
depredations  and  murders,  except  these  whicn 
have  now  been  more  particularly  detailed,  would 
easily  but  for  these,  have  been  adjusted  by  oiir 
ageni,  and  reciprooal  justice  rendered  ? 

Another  consideration  of  no  small  moment 
here  presents  itself.  We  hare  called  loudly  on 
Spain  for  ihe  fulfilment  of  her  treaty  stipulation, 
to  rasiraio  the  Indians  within  her  limits  from 
engaging  in  bosliliiies  against  us.  This  bow- 
ever  can  only  mean  qffennve  bosliliiies.  Il  can 
never  be  pretended  that  Spain  is  bound  by  treaty 
to  disarm  the  Indians  ia  Florida,  and  preclude 
them  from  the  common  privilege  of  all  oatioas 
and  all  beings — tbe  right  of  deunding  ihemselvos 
when  attacked— much  less  can  Spam  in  sacba 
war  be  obliged  to  join  the  assailants  in  the  aov 
guinary  work  of  Indian  extermination. 

The  aitack  and  destruction  of  Scott's  parly, 
and  the  perilous  situation  of  Major  Uuhlen* 
burgh,  excited  universal  apprehension  for  the 
safety  of  Ihe  latter.  Few  were  informed  of  tbe 
origin  of  the  Indian  hosilliiy ;  few  made  inquiry, 
or,  if  they  did,  could  obiain  any  satisfactory  an- 
swer. It  is  but  candid  to  presume,  that  the  Qov- 
ernruenl  was  very  imperfectly  appriied  of  the 
true  Biaie  of  the  late  most  wanton  deitrnctioa  of 
the  Indian  village,  or  of  tbe  friendly  or  neulitl 
disposition  of  its  suffering  inhabitants,  Uncon- 
necied  with  ibis  previous  provocaiion,  the  de- 
struction of  Scott's  party  must  have  been  deemed 
the  signal  for  decisive  measures.  Accord in{e I y, 
Qeoeral  Jackson,  commaoding  the  division  ofine 
Bomb,  was  summoned  lo  ibe  field,  and  iovestad 
with  ihe  supreme  command.  The  letter  from 
the  Department  of  War,  dalcd  Ihe  25th  Decem- 
ber, 1617,  is  cited  by  the  advocates  of  his  subse- 
quent measures,  as  conlainiag  unlimited  pawor 
to  manage  the  war  at  bis  discretion.  He  accord- 
ingly  ordered  out  ihe  miliiia  of  Teooessee,  to 
meet  those  of  Georgia  and  ihe  regular  forces; 
repaired  himself  to  ihe  theatre  of  action ;  took 
the  necessary  measures  to  provide  supplies)  and 
by  the  latter  partof  March  be  was  prepared,  with 
a  powerful  force,  to  enter  Florida.  Notbinf 
could  resist  his  march.  The  Indians  fled  befeie 
him;  ibeir  villages,  the  Mickasukiaa  towns,  wen 
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ntvaged  and  detUojei,  aad  ifaeir  popnIaiioD  dis- 
pened  (hrougb  (be  swamps  and  morauea  lo  per- 
ish wiib  hunger^  unlesi  ihej  were  ko  fortanate 
as  to  fiad  a  speediar  death  under  the  tomahawk 
of  General  MclDtosh  and  his  friendly  IndiiDi. 

From  these  iceoes  of  devasutioo  oor  army 
inarched  rapidly  on  St.  Mark),  a  Spanish  fortress; 
and  a«Dera1  Jackson  was  informed  ihal  the  In- 
dians bad  frequently  resorted  there;  had  been 
protected;  furnished  with  ammunition  ;  and  their 
contnliationB  held  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
commandani,  who  bad  confessed  bis  fears  that 
the  Indians  would  take  adrantase  of  hit  weak- 
ness, and  Dccup]'  the  post  ta  defiance  of  bis  an- 
Ifaoritj.  He  therefore  demanded  the  snrrendei 
of  the  jpost  to  himself.  Tbe  commander  denied 
most  of  the  allwaiions  against  him,  and  ntterlr 
refused  lo  sarreoaer.  Oar  Qeneral  therefore  witn 
Terjr  little  delaf,  entered  the  fort  "by  violenee," 
lowered  the  8|MDish  ensign,  and  erected  ours  in 
its  place.  PreTions  to  chii  bowerer  Suwanee, 
another  Indian  Tillage  on  tbe  rirer  of  that  name, 
had  been  plundered  and  bnrnt  in  tbe  same  man- 
nec  with  those  of  Mickasukjr,  and  their  Gelds 
desolated.  Arbmhnot,  an  English  trader,  was 
captured  in  the  familf  and  under  the  protection 
of  tbe  Spanish  commftadinl ;  and  Amorisier,  an 
Bnglish  liemeDanl  of  marines  in  or  near  Suwa- 
aee,  where  be  bad  led  a  body  of  negroes  and 
Indians.  The  General  now  appesred  to  think  tbe 
war  at  an  end.  and  professed  lo  intend  shortly  to 
leturn  to  Nashrille.  Early  in  May  however  he 
was  informed  that  from  four  to  fire  hundred  In- 
dians were  in  Pensacola  or  its  neighborhood. 
He  immediately  despaiehed  a  detachment  under 
Uaior  Young,  to  whom  after  some  explanations 
eightys«Teolndians,  including  women  and  chil- 
dren, were  surrendered  to  be  escorted  to  a  safe 
distance.  Not  satisfied  with  this  humiliating 
concession,  and  the  assurances  of  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  that  no  Indians  were  or  had  been 
harbored  there,  except  such  as  had  long  been  and 
then  were  employed  in  famishing  wood  and 
other  sQPplIes  to  tbe  garrison  and  inhabitants, 
Qeneral  Jackson  resolutely  demands  the  surren- 
der of  tbe  town  and  the  fortress  of  3c.  Carlos  de 
Baraneas.  This  demand  was  peremptorily  re- 
fused by  the  Oovemor,  who  protested  against  tbe 
occupation  of  Florida  by  our  army,  and  threat- 
ened, if  General  Jackson  persisted,  to  repel  force 
byforce.  Tbislhreatwasdisregarded;  ouraimy 
shortly  after  entered  tbe  ciiy,  and  prepared  to 
attack  the  fort,  which  was  at  last  surrendered  by 
capittilatiou,  and  the  Qorernor  and  garrison  sent 
oat  of  the  province.  The  execution  of  the  two 
Indian  ebiefi  wbo  bad  been  decoyed  into  our 
power,  and  the  trial  by  court  martial  and  execu- 
tion of  ArbaihDOt  and  Ambrisier,  had  taken  place 
several  weeks  previous  to  the  seizure  of  Pensa- 
cola. 

This  concise  narrative  of  ibe  prominent  events 
of  the  campaign  was  necessary,  before  consider- 
ing (fas  points  in  controversy.  Let  ns  now  ad- 
vance from  the  origin  of  the  war  to  its  prt^tress 
and  conduct  under  General  Jackson.  It  u  proper 
to  reourk  here,  that  he  was  not  amliorixed  by  t 


strict  adherence  i< 
previously  given  ti 

Spanish  or  Indian  territory.  By  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  tbe  9th  of  December,  1817, 
General  Gaines  was  ordered  lo  enter  Florida, 
only  if  tbe  Indians  persevered  in  committing  hoe- 
tilities  '-  within  tbe  limits  of  the  United  Stales." 
No  such  hostilities  were  committed.  Even  tbe 
attack  on  Scott's  party,  provoked,  as  has  been 
stated,  by  the  previous  destruction  of  Fowltown, 
was  vithin  the  boundary  of  Florida.  By  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary,  dated  the  Idth  December, 
General  Gaines  is  antnorized  to  march  across  the 
Florida  line,  should  the  Indians  siill  refuse  repa- 
ration for  depredations  "on  our  citizens  ;  ana  to 
attack  them,  unless  sheltered  under  a  Spanish 
fort,"  and  in  the  last  event  lo  notify  the  War 
Department.  The  documents  sent  us  give  us  ao 
information  what  depredations  are  intended  bj 
this  expression  in  the  letter,  nor  does  it  appear 
that  any  reparation  was  demanded  of  the  ladiana 
or  refused  f^  them ;  tinless  the  efforts  of  out  In- 
dian  agent  ^r  mutnal  reparation  is  referred  lo, 
which  we  have  already  mentioned,  and  which 
were  in  a  fair  train,  till  the  wanton  attack  on 
their  town  put  an  end  to  pacific  overtures.  Where, 
then,  it  found  tbe  autboriiy  of  OeneialJaclcsOB 
to  march  into  Florida  1  Hh  adrocates  find  it  ia 
tbe  unlimited  power,  conferred  on  him  by  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  23th  of  December, 
before  mentioned.  Suppose,  then,  the  order  was 
broad  enough  to  warrant  him  in  marching  lo 
Florida,  and  attacking  tbe  Indians,  wiihoat  re- 


necessity  of  pursuing  invaders  or  punishing  de- 
predation. This  is  conceding  much  to  ■  liberal 
construoiion  of  the  General's  military  powera. 

It  it  now  becomes  necessary  lo  inquire  into 
the  validity  of  the  ground  assumed  for  the  seizure 
of  ihe  Spanish  posts.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Peon- 
lylrania  (Mr.  HoPEiiteon)  has  drawn  a  very 
lice  and  aicenualed  distinction  between  ihe  cap- 
ore  of  St.  Marks  and  that  of  Pensacola.  Be 
ihinks  the  former  may  bejustiGed  on  the  ground 
of  necessity,  while  he  admits  that  no  snmcieat 
jDslifleatioa  is  shown  for  the  occupation  of  ihie 
laiter.  It  requires  great  confidence  in  the  raeli- 
todeof  my  principles  to  encourage  me  in  differ- 
ing from  that  gentleman.  In  the  present  case,  I 
hope  such  a  disagreement  will  be  pardoned.  He 
denies  the  validity  of  all  General  Jackson's  rea- 
sons for  seizing  St.  Marks,  except  tbe  immineai 
danger  of  its  falling  into  the  bauds  of  the  Indians, 
and  of  its  guns  and  bulwarks  being  thus  em- 
ployed against  our  army.  SuppDse,says  he.two 
combatants  see  a  man  approaching  them  with  a 
drawn  sword — either  of  ibem  has  a  right  to  seixe 
it  by  force,  if  he  perceives  thai  bia  aoiagonist  it 
about  to  do  so.  The  treapais  on  this  stranger  by 
forcibly  taking  tbe  swotd,  is  justified  by  extreme 
necessity,  as  his  life  must  be  sacrificed  if  bis  an- 
tagonist sbonld  obuiu  posscation  of  it-  This  ex* 
ample  shows  thai  only  extreme  necessity  oiwht 
lo  be  alleged  to  ezeuae  tbe  trespass ;  bn^  when 
'  compared  with  the  case  of  Sl  Markt,  ih^ 
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utftlonr  wbollf  fiub.  Two  cirtanManeea  mutt 
eotieur  to  jusiiff  the  Beiaare,  od  tbagroDiii]  of 
a«ees»iif— a  moral  ceruiDty  that  tht  eacmj 
Toald  ceize  the  fort,  in  ease  w6  did  not ;  and  as 


both  thoM  point*,  the  gentkBBD'i  cim  isa  fair 
iiltutralion  of  bu  argunaeiit;  bnt  in  ndtfaer  of 
them  does  ttia  oceapaiion  of  Bl  Uirks  coiaeiile. 
The  Indians  were,  indeed,  admitted  tm\j  iota 
tlte  plaoe,  and  even  supplied  with  ammnnicion 
oecasioaallr,  in  the  same  manner,  for  augbt 
which  appeari,  and  as  is  alle^  by  the  com- 
naiidBOt,Bikadbeenciittoaarf  IB  lime  ofpeau; 
but  thcce  is  no  indication  of  aay  iatcntiob  on  their 


fmn  ID  seize  the  f  use  and  turn  «ttt  the 
MMwitbilandiBf  the  conw 

B  fesra  of  that  aoit  laag  before.    Biit,*on  the 


commandaat  had  aii 


garriioa, 
apieatM 


Mhei  hand,  will  it  be  aMecud  that  mcb  a  seixvre 
^  mtb  an  eaemy  aoold  haye  been  fatal,  or  erm 
m  farioos  BDUorance  to  our  armf?  In  the  poa- 
MmIob  of  a  Spanish  garriwa,  wtto  wdl  aader- 
aMod  tbe  managemeat  of  ita  Maneei^  it  was  U- 
ktn,  and  taken  "  bj  violeiMe,"  alaaort  aa  soon  as 
a«mmoDed.  If,  therefore,  the  naianght  nvagea 
bad  actually  obuiacd  nclosire  posnaeioa,  it 
would  not  have  dalajrad  the  march  of  our  arny 
a  single  da;,  ecaroclr  an  how,  in  its  rednetloa. 
Where,  ihen,  is  the  estreme  necessity,  on  wbioh 
the  gentleman  has  thoagbt  proper  to  jwtifj  the 
tin  warrantable  aKre**ton  ea  a  neatral  nation  7 

The  eaptura  of  Penaacola  and  the  Baraoeas, 
aad  the  expulsion  of  ika  Qoremar  and  His  Ca- 
Iholic  Majesty's  gattison,  are  placed  on  a  basis 
aliU  more  lotteiiBC  and  onteikable.  The  hatbor- 
iag,  and  eren  supplying  the  Indians,  cannot,  with 
any  shadow  of  sound  argameni,  be  alleged  as  a 
piatexi  for  immediate  attack  on  our  part.  If  all 
which  was  aseerled  by  our  commander.and  much 
more,  were  admitted  to  be  triie,  for  the  sake  of 
ibe  argnment.  though  it  is  in  a  gteal  measure 
denied  or  aipUmed  by  Don  Maaot,  ii  engbt  to 
Itare  been  reported  by  the  G«Mral  to  the  War 


decided  what  coarse  comported  with  the  alleged 
■eeeMity  of  seiaure,as  well  at  with  our  rektioas 
1^  Smia,  and,  abore  all,  wilh  iu  own  Coosti- 
iDltonal  powers.  Since  necessity  and  self-defence 
ate  the  alleged  ground  of  seisare,  let  as  see  how 
far  "  defenee,"  or  aay  Other  usefsl  purpeae,  has 
been  efleeiad  by  it.  No  Indiaas  were  captured 
in  Peasacota  or  the  BanDcas^the  aged  Alabama 
ebief  only  excepted ;  none  wen  killed  or  diMtioyed 
in  oonscqaenee  of  the  oesupatioD  of  those  places. 
The  four  or  five  htindred,  mentioned  in  the  Oen- 
ecal's  letter,  made  theii  eaeape,  and  cannot  be  the 
less  hostile,  by  seeing  Peasacola  in  paesessitHi  of 
the  American  forcea.  Their  expulaion  from  the 
plBce  had  beea  comBlalely  eflected  t^  UeJM 
Tonng,  to  whom  all  that  temained  had  been  sur- 
rendered. What  adraaiage,  then,  waa  gaiiwd  in 
the  war  by  otptaring  the  pUca  1  None,  certain- 
ly. To  say  that  a  measure  was  dictated  by  the 
a'eoassity  «  eelf-defenee,  when  so  far  from  being 
-  ^  ~  "' I,  Minany  r»> 


sensible  are  ihe  adTocates  c  _ 

this,  that  a  gentleoan  from  Virginia  (Mr.  H. 
NsLaoM')  had  declared,  that  if  he  would  withhold 
bis  thanks  from  General  Jaekaon,  it  should  be. 
bceaose  he  had  not  also  occupied  St.  Auenatine  i 
And  this,  sir,  on  the  prineiples  aasnmed  by  the 
General  and  his  friends,  is  a  jnst  view  of  his  con- 
duct; if  the  seizure  of  St.  Uarks  aitd  Penaaeola 
were  nee esiary,  that  of  St.  Angnatine  was  at  least 
equally  so.  Bv  leariog  the  stroagmt  Spanieb 
fortress  aBtonchad,all  adrantage  was  tost;  which 
would  hare  resulted  from  taking  the  oAer  posts. 
The  Indians  escaped,  and,  if  protected  by  the 
Spanish  anthoritiet,  ihey  still  hare  shelter  under 
a  stioag  post  ocespied  by  their  friends.  All  this 
laasoniag,  bowerer,  goes  to  prove  merely  that  no 
adnntage  was  gained,  and  that  anything  like 
necessity  was  altogether  out  of  the  question.  But 
the  gentleman  last  mentioaed  has  foand  in  bis 
learned  researohea  in  the  pagee  of  Grotius  and 
Pu&adarf,  a  Terr  iagenisuH  escape  frooi  Che 
difficnhy  imdcr  which  his  hero  kMrs,  la  a  defi- 
nition of  the  term.  neoesaitT.  Beaides  the  ordi- 
nary meaning  of  ine  word,  lie  finds  that  theft  is 
alao  mentioned  a  acaeasiiy  of  safety  and  a  neees- 
sity  of  conTcnienae.  There  was,  indeed,  an  "  ex- 
treme neceisily"  for  iheadTocatea  of  thaOeneral 
lo  make  this  meat  eonrenicnt  discoveiy.  In  this 
sense  the  ''  necessity,"  so  often  reaoried  to  as  an 
excuse  foe  outrage  and  injustice,  will  always  be 
lh«  most  cenvenieot  talisman  imaginable.  No 
possibis  Ttolaiion  of  ihe  CoHstitatioa,aoTiolenee, 
no  crime,  will  ever  waot  a  jnstiScatioiL  To 
state  the  gentleman's  argument  fairly,  hnwerer, 
he  think*  the  "aeccsiity  of  safely"  is  the  pound 
to  he  assumed  in  Qeneral  Jackson's  riadicatloa 
ia  the  {Wesent  case.  It  is  easy  to  show  that  this 
phrase  ia  a*  flexible  ia  it*  applicatios  as  the  □»• 
cestity  of  oonTenienoe.  What  is  safety  1  While 
Indians  exist,  while  Spain  holds  fbrUesMB  on  this 
continent,  we  can  nerer  be  properly  safe.  Spain 
nuist  be  dispoasaaaed,  the  sava^  extcrmiaated 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Uissiwijppi,  to  the  Stony 
MouBtaiiu,  to  Colnmbia  rirer,  from  the  Isihmtis 
of  Darien  to  the  Y^low  Slone  rirer.  and  the 
aerthetn  extreme  of  the  pobti  re^ioa.  The  ne- 
cessity of  safety,  tberafere,  wiU  vie  (be  necessity 
of  eonaeaianae  in  aSt>rdiDg  a  broad  canopy  for 
the  shaller  of  every  assailant  of  liberty,  or  of  ifaa 
rights  of  peaeafiil  naiieiia  on  onr  frontietik 

Lei  tu  examine,  hewever,  the  graundson  which 
the  Oeneral  himself  has  thought  proper  to  justify 
the  oaptufca.  "  The  immutahle  principle  of  self- 
defence"  is  again  and  agun  resorted  to;  in  his 
leuer*  lo  the  Goreroor  aad  commander  of  the 
fofiresaes;  in  hie  official  leltei*  to  the  Depart- 
mentoiWar;  in  the  general  order*  to  thearmy. 
The  immoiable  principle  of  self-defence  I  A 
powerful  army  persuing  a  fugitive  race  of  half 
armed  and  unresisting  sangcs;  not  once  en- 
connieted  by  those  limid  foes,  whose  balf-slarved 
fomilies  were  unable  even  to  escape  by  the  most 
precipitate  Sight.    Such  an  army  seizes  the  posts 

and  garristHu  of  a  nation  with  whom  we  a 

peace,   to  attaUe   itself   to   make  i   ""•-'- 
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■jninat  stwb  an  euemj  or  phailom  of  ma  eaemy. 
Ob,  alraoge  perTeraioD  of  lBag;naaeI  Never  lei 
as  liaieB  to  soch  a  gnbierTDg*.  Fir  better  is  it 
to  Bpeak  out  and  exhibit  to  the  world  the  tme 
reasona,  which  in  tfaote  same  documenti  tofB- 
clentlr  appear.  Whilst  the  miserable  labterfo^ 
of  self-defeDce  is  lo  often  repeated,  we  see  bjr  its 
side  the  real  motives,  by  whieh  tbe  commander 
vai  evideotlf  actoaled  in  the  whole  eampaigo. 
In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  5tb  of  Mar, 
1818,  tbe  Oeneral  states,  that  while  Spain  bas 
not  the  power  or  will  lo  preserve  her  Indiaoa  at 
pence  with  ua,  "  do  scciirUy  can  be  given  to  oar 
southern  frontier  without  ocoapying  a  cordon  of 
posts  along  th«  seaabore."  Thu  most  meao  Pen- 
sacola,  St.  Marks,  St.  Angnstiae,  and  anf  other 
conrenieni  places  for  forts.  Id  bis  letter  of  tbe 
Sih  of  April  preeeding,  beside*  the  other  rewona, 
be  lagrs,  ''  Bt.  Uarka  waa  neceatarir  as  a  depot  to 
'  insnra  success  to  rar  operations;  these  consid- 
'  etations  Jeterminea  me  lo  oaenpf  it  wilb  an 
'  Ametican  foree."  After  the  oeeapatioa  of  Pen- 
sacola  and  the  aspnUion  of  ibe  Spaalab  garrison, 
he  seems  mneb  ctatifiad  with  ue  acquisitioH 
be  baa  made,  and  speaks  of  them  as  conquered 
lerritorr.    Id  bis  leltn  to  the  Seeretarv  of  tbe 

i"bel 

B  Spanish  Qovernor,  "will  __ 
'  one  condition,  amoiiBt  to  a  complete  eettion  to 
'  the  United  State*  of  that  portion  of  the  Flotidaa 
'  hitherto  under  the  govetnmeDl  of  Don  Jose 
'  Uaiot."  Afterwards,  in  the  same  letter,  ba 
stales  that  Caplain  Gadsden  is  initrneted  lo  re* 
port,  among  Mhei  things,  "what  new  works 
should  be  erecte*d  to  give  permanent  aeenritf  to 
this  iinporlant  territorial  addition  to  our  Repub- 
lic." Such  open  avowals  lead  as  uaavoidably 
lo  the  conclusion,  that  the  object  of  the  Qeaerai 
was  conquest,  and  cooqaest  bIodb  ;  that  be  mero- 
If  sought  wetexts  for  acts  of  bostiMlr  in  allega- 
tiooa  of  nnfriendlr  acta  or  wedtDets  on  tbe  part 


Sir,  I  nave  periMt  eonfideoee  in  the  integritf 
and  magpanimooa  principles  of  tbe  Eaeeotive 
and  bis  CenstiintioDal  eonnaeHors.  I  do  not  be- 
licTB  ibat  aDr  orders  were  given  to  tbe  QeaeraL 
except  those  which  are  disoloecd  to  Coogren  ana 
to  the  world — do  others  are  mentioned  or  hinted 
at  bj  biauelf,  or  br  those  who  ooderlake  his 
defence.  To  mv  mind  this  is  pcrfectlT  saiiafae- 
lory.  But,  sir,  fet  as  remember  ibai  tbe  eyes  of 
Buropean  nations  ate  upon  all  our  measures. 
RepuDliean  America  mnst  expecta  strict  scratiay 
of  her  policy  and  ber  principles ;  she  ought  lo  be 
|nepared  for  stub  a  scratior  j  sbc  ongbt  to  invite 
It.  To  paa*  this  ordeal  wtib  honor  to  onr  Ropab- 
lican  character,  for  Ibe  sake  of  general  freedom, 
and  to  diaappoiDi  tbe  ealnmniatora  of  Repnblica, 
sbonld  be  prc-eminenttjr  the  object  of  oar  eoligbt- 
CDed  Qoverament.  la  tbia  view<I  cannot  but 
tbink  the  Seminole  campaign,  and  espeeiallf 
tbe  seizure  of  tbe  Spanieb  posts,  as  peonliarly  on- 
fortunate.  Aeqnitiing,  at  I  do,  onr  Qovemment 
from  all  participation  io  the  oecupalioD  of  those 
posts,  I  cannot  expect  foreign  nations  wilt  view 
It  with  the  same  eye.    They  are  well  apprised 


of  ODr  constant  efforta  for  yeara  past  to  icqnir* 
the  Florida*.  We  have  not  attempted  to  cooceal 
them.  Oar  negotiationa  with  Spain  have  been 
made  public  from  time  to  time,  and  oar  constmc- 
tionof  the  treaty,  by  which  Louisiana  was  eed^, 
our  coDMqueoi  occupation  of  a  great  part  of 
West  Florida,  our  recent  seizore  of  Amelia  Isl- 
and, on  its  coast,  and  many  other  circumstaDcet 
connected  wilb  this  territory,  have  all  been  at- 
tentively watched  by  European  sovereigns-  They 
have  seen  in  them,  or  have  aSected  to  see,  in 
faint  imitation  of  the  ambilioua  and  aaprioci- 
pled  cupidity,  which  characterixes  the  policy  of 
monarchical  OoTeraments.  They  have  aeaicdy 
abstained  Irom  reprmch,  thoogb  onr  di|doiDatisiB 
have  most  ably  Tindicatcd  oar  principles  in  thoae 
measures.  But  now,  wbea  we  have  seized  the 
remaiader  of  West  and  Bast  Florida,  with  the 
■togle  exception  of  St.  Angustine.  wilb  no  other 
jnatification  than  luch  miserable  ^ext*  aa  hare 
been  adverted  to,  what  diploOMtic  akill,  wbnt 
eloquence,  can  iaierposa  ita  biazen  ahield,  and 
repel  iba  bJiier  tannts  aad  iadigaant  repfoaelue 
01  all  tbe  civilized  world  ?  tfnder  sack  a  load 
of  oontamely  the  proudest  RepaUieaa  moat  have 
■unk  with  shame.  Mr.  Cbainnan,  1  rejoice  t« 
say  that  oar  Bxecutive  was  not  loaensibfe  to  tbe 
sitaaiion  of  our  ooaairy's  boaor,  lo  tbe  imperative 
claim  of  principle,  and  the  insignificance  of  aay 
acquiaitioD  of  territory,  compared  with  aatioaal 
charasin.  The  places  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
stored,  and  the  resloration  is  a  disavowal  of  Ihe 
acls  of  the  General  In  ihcir  seisnre.  As  far  ai 
onr  national  cbainclar  is  concerned,  let  us  hope 
that  Ibe  disavowal  and  reatoniioa  will  be  deemed 
a  snffieiant  ablation  from  Ihe  stain  of  injaidec. 
1  am  well  aware,  that  it  baa  been  aitentpied  la 
Involve  the  Bzecative  in  the  odium,  and  itiaoet 
withoot  great  aatitfaolion  I  am  aUe  lo  declare 
that  I  think  the  attempt  has  been  naanccessfal. 
If  it  were  otheiwiae,  however,  I  trust  I  sbonld 
not  shrink  from  my  duty,  or  labor  to  palliate  ■ 
seiics  of  aggreaaioa  on  a  neighbonng  nation, 
wbicbthe  impartial  world  could  not  bat  eoaderaa. 
Thoae  who  would  identify  tbe  Bxecutive  with 
Qenetal  JacbsoUj  in  the  censurable  nets  of  the 
campaign,  in  their  anxiety  to  prove  their  caae  are 
tcarcelv  discreet  in  seme  of  their  argnmeMK 
They  b«ia  with  tbe  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  86tfa  Dwiember,  1817,  to  the  General, 
in  which  be  is  first  ordered  to  take  tbe  Geld. 
They  find  unlimited  power  conveyed  to  bini  ia 
the  closing  aeaienaer-"  With  this  riew,  yon  may 
'  be  prepared  to  coocentnte  your  force,  and  to 
'  adopt  ihe  neceaaary  measures  to  terminate  a 
'  conflict  wbicb  it  has  ever  beea  tbe  desire  of  the 
'  President,  from  considerations  of  bumaaity  lo 
'avoid."  dbc.  "Tbe  necessary  measures,"  u^ 
by  these  reasonert,  interpreted  to  mean  all  or  aar 
measures,  at  the  General's  discrelioa,  whien 
might  have  a  tendency  to  terminsie  the  war. 
An  honorable  gendeman  from  New  Yoik  (Hr. 
Tallmadob)  Bttfibnted  tbe  broad  terms  of  thk 
order  lo  tbe  news  then  recently  received  at  Wub- 
iugion,  of  the  destructioa  of  Lieutenant  Seolt't 
party  by  the  Indians)  but  could  an  attack  by 
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the  ladiias  be  u;  reason  for  isBDing  kn  order  to 
Ihc  QtoersI,  which  eonld  authorize  him  lo  at- 
t«ck  a  Spanish   fort?     Nothing  can   he  more 

gronndleBs.  From  Ihe  whole  letter  it  ii  evident 
lit  the  Secrettr;  bai  in  Tiew  a  war  with  the 
Indians  onlj ;  (her  alone  are  mentioned,  and  (he 
orders  to  General  Gaines  to  penetrate  to  the  Sem- 
inole towns,  thioDgh  Florida,  immediately  pre- 
cedes (he  expression  above  eiied.  The  war  with 
the  Indians  being,  then,  the  subject  matter,  it 
mxM  be  straining  a  point  rerf  niid  indeed  lo 
wrest  the  ezpreseion  to  an;  other  meaoini ,  ihan 
to  take  sDch  warlike  measures  aniast  the  Id- 
dinns  themsdres,  as  would  most  eSectaally  aob- 
due  (hem.  Bat,  in  tratb,  the  Secretary  never 
intended  bjr  this  espresaion,  after  having  given 
General  Jackson  [Mrticalar  orders,  by  referrinK 
to  (hOie  alreadjr  given  to  Oeoera)  Gaines,  and 
Which  were  copiecl  for  his  nsc,  to  give  any  addi- 
tional power  whatever.  I(  was  merely  saTing — 
"Von  have  yonr  particular  orders,  march  into 
'  Flotida,  attack  the  Indians ;  if  (hey  take  shelter 

*  under  a  Spanish  fortress  idniain  from  attack, 
'  and  inform  the  Bxeestive — concentrate  your 
'  force,  and  with  Aeaa  limitaiions  finish  the  war 
*as  speedilf  as  pMslble."  This  iaierpretation 
conclasiTelf  appMni  to  be  that  of  the  Eiecutive 
bimMlCin  nta  Henage  to  Congress  of  the  25(b  of 
March  last.  The  President  there  assures  Congress 
that  orders"  were  isaued  to  the  Qeneral  in  com- 

*  mand  not  (o  enter  Florida  unless  it  be  in  pnrsuit 
'  of  an  enemy,  and  in  that  case  to  respect  the 
'  SMnith  BUtbDrity,  wherever  K  is  main(alDed." 
This  being  three  months  snbseqneni  to  the  nn- 
limited  order  so  much  relied  on,  of  the  IHth  of 
December,  snfficlentty  shows  that  the  nnbtmnded 
■ense  eontended  for  was  never  once  suspected  by 
bim  to  be  couched  under  the  expMpton  in  the 
letter,  and  it  shows,  further,  that  i^vas  not  in- 
tended to  authorize  our  army  to  enter  Florida, 
except  in  "  pursuit  of  the  enemy ;"  a  conllDgency 
that  never  happened. 

But,  say  the  gentlemen,  whatever  may  have 
been  ihe  orders  to  General  Jackson,  the  Bzecn- 
tive  has  assumed  that  responsibility,  by  appro- 
Ting  his  conduct.  To  prove  (heir  position,  iney 
direct  OUT  attention  (o  (he  PresidenCa  Message, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  and 
with  still  more  enlutlon  to  the  letm  of  the 
Becriury  of  8ute  to  our  Minister  at  Madrid, 
dated  the  28th  of  November  last,  which  has  ap- 
peated  in  the  newspapers.  From  the  former, 
liawefer,  I  apprehend  it  would  be  dilDealt  to 
glean  anything  like  approbation  of  the  acts  in 
qneslioD.  The  language  of  the  President  is  very 
guarded,  when  he  touebes  on  the  subject,  and  the 
most  farorable  expression  to  the  General's  oecu- 
potion  of  the  posts  is  merely  hypothetical,  and 
■eems  rather  intended  to  prevent  a  premature 
impression  against  him:  that  Congress  miyht 
consider  and  determine  the  important  question 
between  nnauthorized  military  assumption  od 
the  one  band,  and  the  Constitniion  and  laws  of 
the  country  on  the  other,  with  minds  unbiassed 
by  Bxecuttre  influence.  The  great  services  of 
the  indiridiBl  coacerned,  in  the  former  war,  en- 


titled him  to  the  almost  Indulgence  on  the  part 
of  the  Government ;  and  there  is  no  appearance 
that  the  same  consideration  will  not  have  its  foil 
weight  in  the  decision  of  this  House.  The  Sec- 
retary's letter  would  seem,  indeed,  a(  firat  sight, 
to  intend  not  only  a  justiGcation  of  the  hostile 
acts  committed  against  Spain,  but  an  ealogy  on 
(he  General  no  less  than  on  the  QoverbmenL  fbi 
their  magnanimity  in  forbearing  so  lon^.  It  is 
indeed  an  eloquent  appeal  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment and  to  the  world,  on  the  subjects  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  nalioDs.  But  It  ought 
to  be  considered,  that  it  is  addressed  to  the  Span- 
ish Qoremmenc,  not  to  our  own  country  ;  and  it 
was  proper,  as  an  advocate  representing  this 
country,  to  enumerate  the  ea(al<wii«  of  grievances 
and  provoeadons  on  the  part  of  Spain,  which  led 
to  the  oeenpaiion  of  their  provinces,  and  to  place 
them  in  their  strongest  light.  Though  these 
might  not,  on  a  cool  examination,  amount  to  a 
complete  justification  for  ns  as  a  nation,  they  may 
approteh  so  near  it  as  to  authorise  the  rhetorical 
license  of  Ihe  vindicator  of  his  coonirv,  in  con- 
sidering them  as  such.  In  adjnstlug  a  long  train 
of  mutual  grievances,  it  Is  right  lo  show  that 
Spain  can  be  entitled,  after  the  prompt  restoration 
of  (he  posts,  to  onl^  nominal  damages  for  their 
seizure.  If  Spain  insists  that  die  seiznte  is  not 
justified, and  requires  indemnity  for  her  wounded 
dignitjr,  as  well  as  acMmt  damage,  the  reply  it, 
that  the  prompt  disavowal  and  restitution  soffi- 
eieatly  heals  die  former,  and  the  Utter  ought 
fairly  to  be  set  off  against  the  irregularities  of  the 
Spanish  governors  and  commandants,  which  led 
to  (be  amression.  But,  sir,  this  leaves  the  charge 
agaioet  General  Jackson  lor  his  violation  of  bu 
onlers  and  of  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  by 
asraraing  the  war-making  power,  altogether  un- 
touched. With  this  controversy  Spain  has  no 
concern,  and  the  Secretary  can  by  no  means  be 
understood  to  have  expressed  any  opinion  respect- 
ing it,  in  this  letter.  It  would  have  been  alto- 
gether irreleTant  and  esti»> judicial.  No(  a  word 
or  syllaUe  in  the*  teller  has  any  beating  on  these 
paints.  These, however,aretheDolnteeielnsiTriy 
sa%rait(od  by  the  resolutions  belore  us ;  and  these 
are  to  be  decided  between  General  Jackson  and 
bis  eeuntry.  Oar  diAreneea  with  Spain,  the 
proper  and  onlyObJeet  of  (he  le(ter  for  the  instme- 
tien  of  our  Umiater,  are  nOt^nd  cannot,  be  sub- 
mitted to  Congress,  nntiltbesxecntive  shall  have 
laid  the  subject  before  us  in  the  form  of  a  ratified 
treaty,  or  te  enaUe  us  to  determine  on  hostile 
measures,  for  the  pnrpoie  of  redress.  Letit  not 
be  attempted,  therefor,  to  screen  the  military  offi- 
oer  nader  the  cloak  of  the  Ezeeuiive.  As  bis 
hostile  aggressions  against  Spain  were  not  an- 
thorlxed  by  his  orders,  so  they  have  nerer  been 
adopted  and  aasnmed  by  the  Exeeniive ;  and  if 
they  had  been  so  assumed,  it  wonld  merely  trans- 
fer a  pordon  of  the  respouMbility,  without  di- 
minishing (he  injury  and  affron(  (o  our  violated 
Constiiuiiotu 

The  Military  Committee  have  only  disap- 
proved the  trial  and  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrisler,  and  have  not  animadverted  on  the 
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czecaiion  without  trial,  withoni  oeceuity,  and 
almoit  witbout  prelexi,  of  the  nQforiumte  In- 
diui  chiefa  Hemathlemico  and  Fraacts,  or  Mtllts 
Bajo,  li  is  mj  ialeBtion,  before  the  question  is 
taken,  to  more  an  BmendmeDt  of  the  reB(^ulion, 
by  the  iniertioit  of  a  dUapprobaiion  of  iheir  ex- 
ecution Iikewiw>  I  am  here  comtrained  to  dis- 
sent from  the  opinion  of  the  genilemBD  from 
PennsylTania,  (Mr.  Hopkinson^  and  fcom  one 
or  two  others,  who  hare  eodeavored  to  show  that 
the  strict  right,  hj  the  laws  of  war,  existed  in  the 
commander,  lo  put  those  savages  to  death,  al- 
though they  reprehend  the  exercise  of  the  right, 
in  the  roost  pointed  languoga.  Sir,  I  denr  the 
right  altogether,  and  J  ihioK  it  susceptible  of 
demoDstraiion,  toal  it  does  not  exist  id  the  cir- 
cumstance s.  s  u  ppcied. 

The  "  unmodified  law  of  war,"  says  the  genile- 
man,  authorizes  the  destruction  of  all  eoemie*, 
4nd  the  relaxation  in  iavor  of  prisoners  ii  merely 
by  compact  among  civilized  nations.  But,  he 
inquires,  have  the  Indian  tribes  in  aaf  way  be- 
con^e  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  compact, 
which  they  have  nerer  adopted  ?  And  he  con- 
clude* they  have  aoi  become  so,  either  b^  adop- 
tion on  their  part,  or  by  general  usage  of  civiliied 
satioDs  in  their  laTor,  when  at  war  with  tbena. 
But  these  premises,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  inadmis- 
sible in  ibemselTes,  and  the  inference  naus^  there- 
fore, be  equally  so.  Admiliiog  ibe  tight  of  an 
injured  nation,  whether  civilized  or  savage  to 
seek  redreu  by  war,  ihe  injury  and  suffering  \o 
be  i&flicted  on  the  enemy  cannot  be  lawfully  ex- 
tended furlher  than  is  conduciro  to  the  object  of 
the  war.  The  object  is  to  conquer  the  eaenijri 
and  compel  him  lo  do  justice.  The  usages  of 
(AYBge  nations,  to  murder  alt  prisouers,  even 
women  and  cbildteo,  seem  to  have  led  to  the 
erroneous  opiDLon  that  indiscrimate  tiaugbter  is 
the  UBnodified  Etaie  of  war,  by  tight.  But  the 
rightful  laws  of  war  are  iumuubUj  they  are  the 
same  between  the  most  ferooious  as  between  the 
jDosI  h)iiQ?ne  nations.  In  all  cases  the  evils  of 
war  most  be  limited  to  a  reasonable  piobability 


nature  of  seif-defence,  for  redress  of  injurKs,  can- 
Bat  well  be  doubted ;  but  that  ita  desobtton  and 
oarDace  ought  not  to  be  suioily  limited  to  the 
BtiaiBvent  of  the  objects,  is  a  doctrine  which 
would  l_^«lize  wanton  cruelly  and  usekess  bleod- 
shed.  The  murder  of  women  and  children—^ 
decrepit  old  men — <>f  unarmed  peasaBirr,  and  of 
prisoaera  who  surrender  their  arms,  and  can  be 
prevented  from  further  opposiiion  by  imprison- 
ment, is  evidently  nonecassary,  as  in  bo  degree 
lending  to  ovefcooM  the  enemy)  and  is,  tbere> 
fere,  exploded  by  civilized  options  as  ao  intolera- 
ble barbarity.  To  prove,  therefore,  that  ihe  la- 
dinn  cbiefaoaght  not  to  hare  sufi'ered  deaib,  ilis 
immaterial  whether  the  savage  tribes  have  be- 
come parties  to  any  compact  relaxiug  the  severity 
of  war,  or  not;  a  nation  at  war  wiih  them  js 
bonod,  by  ihe  naramouni  laws  of  imrauiyble 
right,  lo  inflict  do  useless  cruelly.  It  is  easy  to 
■hew  thBt  no  advantage  could  b«  obuined  by 


cruelly  in  the  present  case.  The  Indiana  feat 
not  death :  when  taken  prisoners  they  are  armed 
againat  its  terrors.  Their  frienda  and  coanliy- 
men  never  attempt  to  save  them  by  excbaogv, 
but  consider  them  as  already  dead.  To  kill  them 
can  have  no  tendency  to  intimidate  or  restraia  ' 
their  counlrymeu  from  barbarity  to  those  who 
fall  into  their  hands.  It  is  more  like  to  exaa- 
I«raie,  and  to  increase  the  torments  of  their  vic- 
tims. For  this  reason  even  reialiation  on  sav- 
ages is  wanton  cruelty— for  reuliation  in  war 
falls  not  on  the  offender,  but  on  those  who  h«4 
no  participation  in  the  wrong.  The  innocent 
man  b  our  power  must  suffer  lo  deter  our  ene- 
my from  the  repetilion  of  his  enormities.  If  the 
principle  advanced  by  the  gentleman  is  correct; 
if  unmodified  war  authorizes  the  unlimited  de- 
■IrncUon  of  the  enemy,  Qeneral  Jackson  would 
have  been  wtthiu  ihe  pale  of  strict  tight  even  if 
he  bad  put  to  death  all  the  women  and  children 
who  fell  into  bis  hands,  amounltog  to  several 
hundred.  It  is  not  to  beadmitted,  for  a  momentt 
that  such  useless  slau^tar  can  be  sanctioned  by 
the  broadest  coDslructioB  of  any  code  of  warfare; 
nor  will  I  believe  thai  gentlemen  would  haYa 
coounded,  in  behalf  of  iba  Qenera],  even  for  the 
stiict  right,  bad  he  committed  such  a  barbarity. 
They  would  have  shrank  with  horrof  from  such 
atrocity ;  and  I  will  do  the  Oenerai  himself  the 
justice  to  believe  that  be  would  have  repelled  the 
su^esiioo  with  indignalioa.  On  ihis  gronnd, 
then,  the  execution  oTt^e  chiefs  cannot  besep- 
parted.  No  other  reason  can  be  offered,  oTb 
sounder  character;  and,  when  it  is  remember<d 
that  one  of  them,  at  the  entreaty  of  bis  daughter, 
spared  from  death  the  Oeorgian  soldier,  and  re- 
stored him  to  his  friends,  it  is  impossible  to  re- 
strain our  ^y  for  his  uameriled  fale,  and  oar 
strong  repniensloo  of  ihe  doom  awarded  him. 
Hitherto,  however,  we  hare  proceeded  on  the 
gtouod  that  the  Indians  n«ver  spare  their  ptia* 
ooers;  but  it  is  universally  known  that  they  taka 
many  capiives,  who  are  kindly  treated,  and  who 
afteiWBids  return  to  their  homes  in  salety.  The 
wars  between  the  early  settlers  and  the  naUvea 
in  the  £asieta  Stales,  are, in  many  cases,-detailw 
with  great  minuteness  by  the  wtiiera  of  thoaa 
times ;  and  it  appears  that  the  savages  often  ftR- 
prised  considerable  aettlewoots,  and,  after  tka 
violence  of  the  first  assault  had  ceased,  whdc 
families  of  waraen  and  children  were  taken  into 
captivity,  and,  after  the  termination  of  the  war, 
were  restored  to  iheir  fcieods.  Nor  was  it  usual 
10  execute  savages  taken  by  the  colonists,  ae  tki 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  eup^ses,  except 
for  imputed  treachery,  and  sometiniea  for  ex- 
treme barbarity.  No  plausible  inducement  for 
this  act  of  severity  can  therefore  be  found  in  any 
view  which  can  be  suggesled.  Retaliation,  pua- 
i^menl,  and  strict  tight,  are  equally  untenable. 
Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Cliairtnan,  to  express  the 
stroDgsensaiionsofregret  and  sorrow,  with  which 
every  American  bosom  must  be  penetraied,  whea 
it  is  seen  that  our  commanders  Incline  to  exercise 
the  extreme  rights  of  war.  instead  of  leaiUBg  lo 
the  side  of  mercy.    We  all  [emember  the  mode- 
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imtfoD  ftad  ctetMBcy  ethlUied  bj  onr  hMole  na- 
tal offiMra  BBd  MBUMD,  in  the  laie  conflict  wttli 
Cheat BritBfD.  Our  eaeKrvasjiMdrchwgtable, 
in  rerr  natty  intasoea,  viilt  extreme  MrAttf 
nnd  -vranton  crudcy.  Tke  btave  tan  captured  in 
OUT  prinu  arned  ehipt,  and  aometimn  ''~  ^~ 


iMHioaal  vetaelt,  were  parpoMly  expoted,  to  per- 

lUDgef  and  eola,  in  tb«  rimn  of  Winter, 

on  board  luir  eaptne.    It  aeeMed  to  bo  a  part  of 
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the  naral  lytiam  of  dut  nation,  which  boMii  so 
loudly  of  ber  etBpJTo  on  the  ooeu,  to  break  the 
spttiti  of  our  Mamen.  and  to  cmah  oar  riting 
prowess  by  nabMtd  of  urbtrity  to  ihetr  {msoBtiB. 
The  bvndtedt  or  (honsand*  who  periihed  onder 
ate  kortfd  treatment  can  never  be  AiDy  exhibited 
to  their  MiintTy^i  ere ;  bu  the  naMee  of  the  siif- 
feters,  and  the  fiend-like  enonnitiea  of  their  mar- 
ienn,  are  registered  in  heaven.  Reialiatim 
mi^t  hare  been  resorted  to  by  the  latrs  of  war ; 
but  the  snfferinga  of  the  tmoerat,  who  wonld  per- 
ish for  the  gniliy,  and  the  doabtfnl  benefits  of  the 
niftliaiary  eystem,  where  pariicolat  acts  of  atro- 
«iiy  eenid  not  easily  hare  been  sobatantiaHd, 
prevented  the  adopuon  of  *neh  a  eonrse.  Oar 
anval  oharaettr  waa  beginniog  to  attract  the  at- 
(emion  of  Eorope,  and  it  wonld  bare  been  uofdr- 
tmnate  to  hare  drawn  in  qaestfon  (he  haoMDily 
nore  than  tlie  prowess  of  onr  arms.  The  mode- 
vMion  in  viotonr  j  the  hnnanity  to  the  eon^nered ; 
the  ayapathy  loi  the  rictims  of  the  conBiot,  dis- 
played in  evny  sitnuion  by  our  eomamdets  and 
soamen,  are,  in  mv  judf meat,  a  prouder  ple^ 
of  our  naiitfnat  gbtry  tban  all  their  victories. 
These  are  beheld  and  pointed  out  by  foreign  na- 
tloni  as  lokeas  of  fmure  triumph— ta  emUMU  ef 
TCpublisan  vititM— inlUUUe  OMens  of  sp^dy  as- 
ekndeney  over  the  naval  tyrannr  of  onr  enemy. 
ltw«llbecoineso«»nentRep«ibne,  andshoold  be 
oultirated  as  a  preeioas  gmm  of  oar  national  oha- 
raonr,  to  miti|aie  the  honor*  of  war.    Thno^ 

1M  in  bet  iolaney,  Amerioa  faaa  exerted  her  in- 
uenee  amoa*  the  naiions,  in  belMlfof  inatitiad 
and  oppmied  bnmanity,  in  scrorat  prominent 
iMWneea.  Bbe  has  powerfitUT  reelsted  the  ae- 
anmptien,  by  Bnropeim  sover^gns,  of  perpetnal 
allq^ianct;  she  has  eontended  iSr  the  tnriolabU- 
ity  c>f  nentnl  licbt*  aghiBsl  bell%efent  smreh 
and  paper  Idoekaaes.  Let  her  never  shrink  from 
hei  ^eat  duty  of  asserting  the  rights  of  hamaaitr. 
Many  barbarons  i»aetieee  era  sitll  allowed  tn 
war,  which  are  not  Boadoeive  to  elect  itsobjeots, 
and  are,  thetdbre,  mere  abtnesof  military  power. 
A  ganison  taken  by  atstnlt  stay  be  put  to  the 
kwoid;  a  eity  taken  by  stenn  may  he  pillaged, 
«Bd  its  inbabitama  ooneiinMd  to  the  fury  of  an 
■unbridled  sdUiery.  Nothing  can  be  more  abom- 
inable in  the  sight  of  Qoa  and  man— nothing 
more  completely  mnwn  and  nnneoesaary.  It  is 
loot  yet  stttled,  that  a  emtmaitdtr  of  a  fortress, 
who  bravely  defends  it  tntbe  last  exnemitr,  may 
not  be  put  to  death  by  his  conquerors,  for  his 
eMraga  and  fidelity.  Tiie  eKeeUtioD  of  apies  it 
vnirarsaUy  admitted  in  ibecodeofeivilized  war. 
The  ease  of  Audte  n  in  point  j  none  bare  sen- 
luted  tovensure  his  execution,  who  have  admit- 
ted thai  he  waa  a  spy.    Our  'great  and  huniaBc 
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commonly  interesting  oharaoter ;  but  he  seemed 
to  consider  the  sacrifice  of  the  victim  at  necessary 
for  the  pressrratlon  of  the  army.  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  tay,  Mr.  CbatTman,  that  I  deeply  ttgjvt 
theexccutioQ  of  Andre.  Ifbe  had  been  an  ordinary 
man,  I  should  atill  hare  r^retted  it.  The  pretei- 
vatioD  of  any  army  cannot  ia  any  degree  depend 
on  the  puniehment  of  spies  j  for  the  danger  of  this 
fate  will  nerer  deter  officers  and  soldien,  and 
even  those  of  the  most  eaUblisbed  conmge  and 
honor,  from  engaging  in  ibis  service.  It  is  not 
eonridered  immoral  or  dishonorable,  and  ibete- 
fore  the  extreme  danger  incurred  iacreesea  the 
merit,  and  the  honor,  and  the  reward  of  suacesa. 
Hence,  it  is  demotntrable  that,  to  u'eat  captared 
spies  like  ordinary  priaonett  of  war  would  not 
increase  their  number,  nor  the  dauget  of  an  army 
from  their  enterprises.  Let  us  then  examine, 
wilhont  fear,  any  ezistiBg  practice  which  mili- 
tsics  against  the  rlgbts  of  hnmanity,  and,  when- 
ever it  shall  be  found  snhtiantially  tmneeessary, 
let  US  boldly  explode  it,  and  not  doubt  that  onr 
example  will  be  approved  and  adopted  by  other 
naiions. 
If,  then,  in  waging  war  with  cirlltxed  nations, 
it  the  part  of  America,  in  folfiUfng  the  hlnh 
duties  of  a  nation  pre-emiuently  free,  and  who 
aims  St  the  distinction  of  being  i»e-emhieot]y 
virtuous  and  enlightened,  lo  meliomie  the  eriu 
of  war,  bow  mueh  mor^  in  her  wars  with  the 
hapless  aboriginals,  should  she  adopt  and  itrietly 
ennree,  a  aysiem  of  mildness  ana  forbearance  t 
Their  rapid  deeline  and  appnaohing  exiinetion 
bare  excited  ihe  commiseration  of  all  nations. 
Oar  treatmeai  of  them  in  acquiring  tbelr  lands- 
la  (ha  relations  of  peace,  and  e^ieciallyln  onr 
freqnent  wan,  is  narrowly  semtinized.  With  an 
overwhelming  population,  and  irreslsilbls  force, 
it  iU-beeomes  us  to  allege  the  necessity  of  retalia- 
tioa,  or  self-definee,  in  vindlsation  of  acta  of  ee- 
rerity  and  etueliy— -of  the  desolation  of  towns, 
and  the  sleugfater  of  prisoners.  Such  reasMs 
will  be  heard  with  IndiguatiDn  by  the  intpartial, 
and  repelled  with  horror  by  the  humane.  While 
we  send  onr  missionaries  t»  etrrr  the  sacred 
Bcrfpturee,  and  establish  aehoiris  Of  piety  and  tbo- 
imlifr  amoDg  them,  as  the  gentleman  6om  Kth- 
tacky  (Mr.  JOBMaon)  has  mentioned,  let  us  not 
frtistrate  these  ^oris  br  onr  example-;-by  the 
praetieal  exhiUtion  of  the  etheta  of^  religion  on 
lis  j)mfesaore.  With  (hat  hdyand  pea<«fnlre> 
ligion  ill  accord  (he  grasping  of  their  (erriwry, 
and  (be  ravage  and  ezterminalion  which  they 
hare  lately  witnessed,  and  so  fatally  felt,  on  our 
sonthetn  frontier.  The  execntion  of  the  two 
Englishmen,  Arbuthnol  and  Ambrister,  remains 
to  be  considered.  The  former  bad  be«n,  for  ter- 
oral  yeera,  among  them,  employed  in  a  gainfbl 
traffic.  To  increase  his  inflaeoce  and  hb  prt>fi(s, 
he  appean  lo  hare  eadeavored  to  aequlre  p^ti- 
cal  conseqDence,  by  becomioff  the  organ  of  their 
ooraplaints  and  of  their  withes,  to  the  Brillth 
GorernmeDt.  The  expulsion  of  the  Creeks  from 
ibeir  lands,  by  Qeneral  Jackson's  treaty,  or  "cr- 
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TjitntitioD,"  aiHl  th»  applkatHiti  of  the  TieMjr  of 
Obent  to  the  land  ceded  bj  that  capilnlatioD,  were 
'■DbJMU  abont  which  thej  consmud  him.  He 
adTi«ed  them  "  not  to  go  to  war  with  the  United 
States."*  foresevng  ii  must  eTeoliulIr  be  iheit 
xnia  ;  Mil  at  the  lame  lime  he  wu  aotire  in  mak- 
iii(  a  repieaeatatioD  of  their  case  to  QoTeraor 
CameroD,  of  the  Btbamat,  and  to  (he  British 
Minister  at  WashtagtoD.  This  wai  the  proper 
adrice  to  sire  them,  to  obtain  redreae  of  their 

Sierance*  or  nq^atiation,  if  aof  existed.  Koc- 
nd  was  a  parif  lo  the  treatf,  and  bad  a  ri^Et 
to  be  informed  of  its  exeeuiion  or  TioUlun. 
Stitish  subjects,  or  even  American  citixens,  ought 
in  duty  to  refer  the  Indians  to  that  mode  of 
seeking  a  remedy.  Instead  of  iostigating  a  war, 
Ibis  conduct  of  AtbtHbaot  tended  lo  prerent  ii. 
Not  a  word  can  be  fonod  in  the  printed  docu- 
menis,  containing  his  prirale  papere^  seized  by 
out  army,  that  has  any  tendency  to  excite  a 
war,  or  exasperate  the  Indians,  but  all  show  a 
spirit  of  moderation ;  sometimes  applying,  in  the 
most  amicable  spirit,  to  our  Indian  agent,  Got- 
ernor  Milcbell ;  somelimes  lo  the  British,  and 
sometimes  to  the  Spanish  aaihorliies.  If  these 
attempts  at  peaeeful  adjastmeut  had  been  duly 
atienaed  lo^  and  bad  the  pacific  raeatutes  of  our 
Indian  agent  been  pursued,  this  diiasttoos  war 
upon  the  injured  naiires,  upon  ■  nation  with 
wkom  we  are  at  peace,  and  upon  our  own  Con- 
siiiniios,  waged  by  a  popnUr  coouaaader,  and 
apparently  prosecuted  on  the  strength  of  his  pop- 
ularity, would  never  bar«  happened.  lo  the 
whcde  eridence  against  Arbuthnot,  X  can  discern 
little  to  censure — noth[ng  t«  merit  the  pauish- 
iBcnt  awarded.  Ambrisicr  came  to  Florida  to 
-asaiat  the  patriot  armament,  under  MeQtegor,  to 
eonqner  that  province  from  Spain.  He  appears 
to  bare  bad  no  view  hoslile  to  the  United  Sialee, 
till  he  found  that  ibe  Indians  and  nqrto«a,whaci 
he  expected  to  ealiit  under  his  banner  against 
the  Bsaniards,  were  invaded  and  driven  from 
their  nomee  by  our  arms.  He  evidently  eonsid- 
•red  ibem  a«  acting  on  the  defensive,  and,  in  ibe 
monent  of  surpiiee,  on  being  inlbrnied  of  the  ap- 
proach of  our  army,  be  imprndenily  put  himnelf 
at  ihe  head  of  a  body  of  Indians  and  negroes,  for 
the  purpose  of  resistance.  It  does  sot  apftear 
that  be  acluaUy  encountered  our  troops,  or  led 
ills  foreas  to  combat ;  ibis,  however,  is  immaterial, 
Im  ia  either  ease  be  could  only  be  treated,  not  as 
a  "pirate  and  outlaw,"  but  as  a  common  prisoner 
of  war.  It  is  eoneediog  loo  much  to  say,  that 
this  momentary  union  with  the  Indians  divested 
him  of  bis  rigbl  to  be  treated  as  the  priMnets  of 
civilized  nalioos  are  treated.  It  does  not  appear 
that  be  participated  in  any  act  of  savage  ferocity ; 
if  be  had  acted  longer  with  the  Indians,  he  mignt 
even  have  restrained  their  ferocity.  His  knowl- 
edge of  iheir  oompaiative  weakness,  in  contend- 
ing with  us,  would  have  made  such  forbearance 
the  most  manifest  policy  no  tbeir  part,  which 
would  hare  ben  more  obvious  to  him  than  to  the 
unenlightened  (arages, 
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But  with  respect  to  both  Arbnthnot  »>d  Adl- 
btister,  if  tb«  fonnet  bad  baea  th«  Mb  iBstigalw 
of  the  war,  and  if  both  badWUieearagca  to  bat- 
tle, and  bad  fovght  and  beea  taken  by  tb«r  side, 
no  part  of  whion  is  true  in  fact,  they  eonld  not 
have  been  jostly  put  to  doaih  oa  any  prlnciplas 
assumed  by  the  Oeueral,  nor  oK  any  wnieh  have 
been  discovered  by  the  abUitjr  anil  ingenuity  of 
his  advoeatea  in  ihis  House.  That  Indius  them- 
selves eauDot  justly  be  put  (o  de«tli  wben  taken 
prisoners  of  war,  has  been  already  ■oat  fully  de- 
moaslraied.  It  is  no  les*  eriduii,  that  ameat 
and  aoldier*  ot  civilised  oationa,  wm  Sght,  by  the 
aide  of  savages,  enga^d  ia  the  same  cause,  but 
not  ihemselvea  adopting  or  abetting  the  saeag* 
cruelties,  cannot  be  justly  pot  to  deUb.  The 
utmost  extent  towhieh  this  right  has  beenasaeried 
in  the  present  debate,  assumes,  thai  Indian  pris- 
oners may  be  put  to  death,  and,  therefore^  tlicir 
civilized  associates  may  be  treated  in  tbe  same 
manner.  The  premises  being  disproved,  tbe  in- 
ference follows  of  coarse.  Suppose,  bowever, 
officers  or  soldiers  of  aJviUxed  nations  aaav  be 
put  to  death,  when  taken  prboners,  by  iha  fnwe 
of  war,  what  would  have  been  the  fat*  of  the 
American  armies,  aad  their  British  antngonbts, 
in  tbe  last  war,  on  our  nnrthern  frontier  ?  Large 
bodies  of  ludiaas  engaged  with  both  parties,  au 
made  eoBiBon  cause  with  them.  The  barbari- 
ties of  Ibe  Indians  were  aometimes  conmitted  ia 
the  preseace  of  Biitish  t^eeie,  without  beJDg 
restrained.  Howefer  inhuman  such  oonaivanee 
might  be,  it  was  never  contended  that  we  bade 
right  lopui  British  prisoners  to  death  became 
ttw  savages  were  in  their  ranks,  not  to  aveags 
their  cruelties;  dm:  did  the  British  assume  snob 
a  right  B«ain«l  us.  flvenin  the  Semiaole  wars 
corps  of  udians  ea-opcrm(ed  with  out  army,  and 


hat  color,  then,  eaa  (he  advo- 
eaten  of  these  ezecations  pretend  that  iheee  vic- 
tim* deserved  their  Ala  by  the  laws  of  war,  be- 
eauae  ihey-  were  identified  with  tka  savages; 
when  the  same  awument  would  prove,  that  the 
Qenetal  and  all  bis  offieers  and  soldiers  were 
justly  liable  to  the  same  fatal  When  this  eoa- 
sequence  is  pereeired,  tbe  atgumeni,  I  iraii,  will 
be  abandoned. 

Indian  alliance  and  Indian  hostility  is  aJmoti 
equally  to  be  deprecated.  Ia  oar  Revoluiionarr 
war,  Oreat  Britain  was  severely  aensDred  by 
some  of  her  greatest  men  and  best  patiiots  for 
exciting  tbe  lavages  against  ut.  Would  to  Hea- 
ven our  eonnlcy  Had  never  tarnished  her  bisiMy 
by  arming  tbe  savages  upiinst  her  advenaties! 
All  Ibe  cooreoience  and  advantage  aan  never 
justify  tbe  unhallowed  eoosequenees.  To  oqr 
enemies  nlone  belongs  the  first  e»m|de,  to  tfaeai 
should  have  foievet  been  left  the  guilt. of  sueh 
alliance^  and  of  tbe  innocent  blood  it  has  caiusd 
to  flow. 

I  agree  with  several  gentlemen,  who  have 
elearly  shown  that  tbe  eonrt  which  tried  Arbotb- 
not  and  Amfarister  was  sonridered  by  tbe  Oenenlr 
and  was  in  fact  a  general  court  martiaL  Net 
shall  I  attempt  to  make  the  point  clearer  than  ft 
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Ikai  been  made  by  them.  But  I  will  lake  the  lib- 
erty to  propose  a  dilemma,  from  which  the  adTo- 
aales  of  the  coromaoder  are  desired  to  extricate 
tbemselvea,  whether  ihey  deny  or  admit  the  court 
to  bars  been  Euch  a  court  martial  as  our  laws 
provide.  If  it  wa«  a  court  martial,  legallr  ornD- 
ized,  the  GeDeral  by  whom  it  was  orderea  bad  no 
alteTDaiire  but  to  execute  its  seatance,  or  to  remit 
it.  To  cbaage  or  iocrease  ihe  punishment  fixed 
by  ihe  Eeotence  waa  arbiiraiy  and  despotic.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  it  was  not  a  court  martial, 
clothed  with  lesal  powers,  then  it  was  the  duly 
of  the  Qeueral  himself  to  have  examined  the  eri- 
deoce,  to  have  qaestioned  the  friiaesses,  aod  to 
bave  heard  the  accused  in  their  own  defence. 
This  was  not  done ;  but  the  prisoners  ordered  to 
uecoiion  on  grounds  which  neither  the  facts  al- 
leged, nor  the  law  applicable  in  the  case,  would 
warrant.  In  either  case  the  defence  of  the  Qen- 
crai  is  whollv  deficient.  Though  his  advocates 
bave  generally  chosen  to  put  bis  defence  on  the 
ground  that  he  possessed  the  right  to  inflict  death 
on  Ihe  prisonera  without  trial,  yet  it  is  evident 
tbat  be  did  so  intend  to  act  i  but  that  he  founded 
all  bis  own  proceedings,  including  the  final  order 
£dc  execution,  on  tbe  validity  and  power  of  the 
cooit  martial.  "These  individuals,"  (Arbuthnot 
aod  Ambrister,)  he  says,  in  his  letter  to  the  Soc- 
retarv  of  War,  "  were  tried,  legally  convicted, 
le^liy  condemned,  and  justly  pnoiihed."  Yet 
tbis  militatv  chief,  whom  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Jobmsoh)  affirms  to  be  equal  or 
superior  to  any  in  this  legislative  body,  in  bis 
knowledge  of  law,  has  presumed  to  change  tbe 
aentence  of  Ambrister,  which  subjeeted  bim  to 
suipea  and  labor,aiid  to  order  bim  to  sufier  death. 
It  Mi  not  been  aitenopted  by  any  one  in  tbis  de- 
bate to  justify  this  act,  under  the  pretest  of  the 
former  intention  of  the  conrt,  whicn  the  Cteneral 
flail*  the  "  firat  sentence ;"  the  mere  novica  in 
leigal  proceedings  well  know*  that  the  final  seit- 
tence  luptneda  all  others,  and,  in  faot,  is  tlie 
only  aanieace  of  the  coart ;  totally  annQlling  any 
previous  intsntions  or  O[)inioni,  whicb,  ibereforc, 
cannot  with  any  propriety  be  called  senieaees, 
any  taoretbaa  tbe  opinion  of  any  member  of  the 
oourt  Dwrtitl,  expressed  in  diseuMing  tbe  aubjeoi, 
could  be  called  bis  vote,  tbongb  Ei*  final  vote 
night  have  been  the  reverse  of  the  opiaion  first 
Mteriained  and  expressed  by  bim. 

The  great  services  of  Qaneral  Jacksoa  in  de- 
fenae  of  New  Orleans  have  entitled  him  to  the 
respect  and  gratitude  of  the  American  people. 
Asamembet  of  theoommuoiiy,  lexulted  at  the 
aignal  victory  which  our  arms  there  achieved. 
The  glory  and  renown  of  tbe  8th  of  January, 
181S,  were  shared  by  a  grateful  people,  and  the 
illustrious  commander  and  his  btare  eompatriols 
were  hailed  with  admiration.  But,  sir,  tbe  dan- 
ger of  tbe  varioas  adi  of  which  we  now  com- 
plain, is  the  greater. in  proponion  to  tbe  bigh 
ckaraaterofhiniwboistbeautbororilMD.  Had 
tbey  been  theaeli!  of  almost  anv  other  officer,  they 
would  bave  been  received  with  almost  universal 
diaapptobatien  and  scTere  censure.  Tbis  House 
woiucl  have  bean  evly  called,  villi  imanimotu 


accord,  to  have  sanctioned  the  expression  of  the 
public  voice  in  defence  of  our  laws  and  Consti- 
tution. Let  me  earneBiIy  entreat  gentlemen  to 
discard  from  their  boaoms  such  c onai derations— 
toforget  that  the  "  hero  of  New  Orleans"  is  the 
officer  concerned.  If  we  hope  to  see  clearly  and 
judge  rightly,  we  must  banish  all  partiality  and 
''  the  fear"  and  love  "  of  man,  which  bringeih  a 
snare."  I  will  do  mvself  the  justice  to  aver  that) 
in  the  part  I  have  taken  in  this  debate,  1  have  n(» 
personal  feelinss  or  party  views  to  gratify.  The 
seizure  of  tbe  Spanish  fortresses  I  at  first  thought 
defensible.  A  more  rigid  investigationhascbaoged 
my  opinion,  against  my  wishes.  My  doty  shall 
ever  be  paramount  to  mv  feelings.  Aod  I  trust 
that,  in  the  decision  of  these  ^reat  questions,  we 
shall  witness  many  magnanimous  sacrifices  of 
personal  and  local  partiality  on  tbe  altar  of  our 
country.  It  Is  only  by  such  aacrifices  tbat  w« 
can  hope  to  establish  our  Constitution  and  pec 
petuale  our  liberty. 

WaDifiaDAT,  Pebroary  3. 

Mr.  SMtTB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meaos,  reported  a  bill  providing 
additional  penalties  for  false  entriee  for  the  bene- 
fit of  drawback  or  bounty  on  exportation  ;  also  a 
bill  for  (he  relief  of  Ambrose  Vasse. 

Mr.  RoBEnTBON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  James  Hughes,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  bis 
relief;  all  orwbich  bills  vere  severalty  twice 
read,  and  eommftied. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robiktbon.  the  Committee 
OB  Friraie  Land  Claims  were  discharged  from 
tbe  further  consideration  of  (be  petition  of  Mi- 
chael McElroy. 

BEHINOLE  WAR. 

The  Hcmse  then  again  resolved  itseU  into  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole,(Etfr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, in  the  chair,)  on  tbe  snbjeot  of  tbe  Bemi- 
nole  wnr. 

Mr.  FCLI.1R,  of  Massac htiictu,  occupied  tbe 
floor  newly  two  hour*,  in  coadusion  of  the  speeeb 
which  be  yesterday  commenced  in  suppwt  of 
the  resolntions  of  censure,  as  given  entire  in  prer 


'i.LKBB,of  KentQeky,meand  Hid:  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  do  not  rise  to  enter  intoa  discnssion 
iqMD  a  subject  that  has  called  forth  the  wisdom, 
learning,  and  eloquence  of  this  Committee;  I 
onlj'  wish  to  express  my  reason*  for  the  rota 
which  I  am  aboot  to  give  upon  this  qutstion,  uid 
to  show  tbat  I  have  no  fears  for  any  futnre  eon- 
secinenees  which  may  arise  from  that  vote  to  mf 
country. 

If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  be  persuaded  that 
the  friends  to  the  mode  of  proseenling  and  termi' 
nating  the  Beminolian  war  were  less  solieitoos 
for  the  honer  and  dignity  of  our  country,  or  Icm 
anxious  for  its  future  noeperity  and  happiness,  ' 
than  those  gentlemen  wbo  disapprove  of  our  Qea- 
eral's  conduct  in  that  war,  from  the  solemn  dig- 
nity of  Ike  manner,  from  the  deservedly  hi^ 
standing  of  the  man,  and  the  immense  impoi> 
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tance  Mr.  Speaker  has  attached  lo  tbe  matter,  1 
might  bejieniiaded  that  I  vasln  error,  aod  might 
give  a  differeot  vole  on  the  labjeet;  1  migbl  be 
-coDTinced  that  I  was  as  farbeneaib  him  in  com- 
mon sense  and  mere  love  of  country,  a*  he  is 
cbove  me  in  elevation  o(  siaiion,  or  in  the  om- 
nipoienl  poTrers  of  eloquence.  But,  sir,  there  are 
some  sDbjeets  on  which  sood  common  sense, 
years  of  experience  and  obserralion,  may  shed 
na  clear  a  light  as  all  the  peges  of  ancient  or 
modern  hlslorr,snd  marsoandior  the  judgment 
that  learnioe,  eloquence,  and  acknowledged  merit, 
all  combined,  cannot  weigh  the  anchor,  or  drag 
It  from  its  moorinzs;  and  this,  sir,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  is  one  of  iDoae  deep-rooted  sabots.  I 
Will  not  attempt  to  speak  of  Grotias,  PuBendorff, 
Vattel,  Martens,  or  any  olher  Writers  on  the  law 
of  nations,  or  of  our  own  Constilntion,  nor  yet 
will  I  attempt  to  lead  this  Committee  to  believe 
thai  I  have  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  ancient 
Republics  of  Greece  or  Bome;  bnt,  from  the 
little  light  I  have  received  upon  tbe  history  of 
(hose  republics,  I  will  endeavor  to  ahow  that  we 
have  no  cause  of  fear  from  aome  fuiuie  Phtlip, 
Catar,  Cromwell,  or  Bonaparte;  we,  to  be  svre, 
resemble  ibem  in  some  leading  characieriaiic*, 
and  in  name,  but  not  in  everythingi  ihey  knew 
nothing  of  a  fair  represeuiaiive  council,  such  as 
oura,  which  ia  certainly  the  chain  cable  of  our 
political  ship;  a  fair  represeutaiiva  QoverimieDt 
ibey  never  bad  an  idea  of,  or  if  they  had,  like 
•ome  of  my  unfortunate  friends,  too,  in  South 
America,  they  were  afraid  to  try  the  ezperim^i.* 
Their  laws,  I  am  told,  were  enacted  by  universal 
saffrage,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  by  that  por- 
tioa  of  tbe  people  that  casually  or  design  might 
have  convened  at  tbe  time  they  were  under  cou- 
aideration;  it  ^  therefore,  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  citizens  who  lived  remote  from  the  me- 
toopolitan  cities  bad  hut  little  share  ia  their  Ugis- 
latroii;  heiute  one  great  caiite  of  their  desUae, 
la  popnloiis  oohdItIm  and  large  eitkt,  whers  iJw 
greater  portion  of  the  people  are  wretchedly  poor, 
pcofonadty  ignnaat,  aad  darkly  snpeniitioaB. 
where  the  sum  of  their  knowledgr  »n  «u|iiired 
from  tbe  mouths  of  their  public  ipeahers,  it  ia 
perfectly  ntioial  to  believe  that  an  iiige»ion& 
eloquent  orator  could  calch  tbem  by  the  ears,  ana 


man ;  nor  ia  ii  matter  of  astonishment  lo  the  re- 
flecting mind,  that  our  late  lepnldkan  aisier,  aow 
poor  bleeding  France,  should  have  followed  the 
■iw  of  the  ud  republics  j  emerging,  as  ahe  did, 
from  the  darkneas  of  chaoe,  ludi&aly  into  tbe 
faaigbt  blaze  of  heaven- born  liberty^  her  eyes  were 
dazzled  with  the  brilliance,  ber  brain  was  iatoxi- 
eated  with  the  midtiBUcUy  of  novel  ideas  that 
hunt  npon  it,  and  before  she  could  recover  ber 
Mfaer  acBiea,  before  bei  legialatora  coald  establish 
the  plan  for  the  peimancnt  security  of  her  rights, 
the  demon  of  discord  erected  his  crest  and  dif- 
faaed  his  poison  among  het  cooaseUors,  who  had 


also  to  conquer  tbe  habits  of  ages  before  fan 
people  were  capable  of  enjoying  rational  liberty; 
the  lands  of  the  country,  too,  from  which  trne  in- 


dependence always  sprouts,  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  aristocralic  few,  to  whom  the  great  body  of 
tbe  people  had,  for  centuries,  been  bound  by  the 


iron  hand  of  necesaity  or  of  ptfwer.  Thus  eila- 
eted,  it  is  not  wonderfal  ihst  the  succeaa^l  hero, 
the  ambiiiotts,  artfal  statesman,  sbonM  hare  proe- 
trated  all  their  rights,  ^uite  the  reverse  from 
this  situation  was  our  happy  Republic  at  the 
commencement  of  her  existence;  the  soil  of  the 
country  was  apportioned  among  her  nnmerooa 
bardy  sons,  whose  arms  were  aide  to  defend  it. 
Religious  and  civil  hbeny  was  iheconteioplation 
of  our  European  fathers  when  tbey  first  came  lo 
America;  it  was  the  darling  theme  of  their  sons 
until  the  day  they  unfurled  the  banner,  rad  pro- 
claimed to  tbe  astonished  world  that  they  were 
free.  Free  we  are.aDd  free  we  will  be,  uatil  laiid 
monopolies  shall  have  swallowed  up  the  soil  as 
the  banks  are  about  to  swallow  our  portable 
treasure;  we  most  be  ground  down  to  extreme 
poverty,  ignorance,  its  concomiitnt,  and  to  cap 
the  climax  superstition,  too,  must  aive  her  de- 
tested aid,  before  we  can  lose  our  liberties.  In 
laol,  Mr.  Cbairman,  we  must  be  reduced  to  the 

we  can  lose  our  liberties.  If 
ever  our  rights  are  lost,  moneyed  aristocracies 
and  land  monopolies  will  be  the  corner  stonesen 
which  the  edifice  will  be  erected  that  will  sweep 
them  all.  My  fears  from  ihem  are,  in  tr«^ 
much  greater  than  from  the  sound  discretion  ia 
our  commander  in  the  execution  of  an  order  given 
him  by  our  beloved  Chief  Magistrate,  and  wbieh 
order,  if  not  exeeated  in  ihe  manner  it  waa,  the  ob- 
jects of  the  campaign  would  have  been  inblllbty 
lost.  Certainly  it  was  oar  President's  inienlioD^ 
when  he  gave  the  orders,  to  put  onr  women  and 
children  at  rest  from  tbe  aj^irehensitin  of  being 
sealped  a^i  burnt.  If  General  Jaekaen  had  re- 
tvaed  from  the  Florida  line,  is  there  a  woman 
in  Georgia,  or  a  child  in  Alabama,  that  tloes  not 
know  ibei  Arbathoot  and  Ambrister  would  have 
excited  iheJT«yimidone  totherepetEtienoftbose 
deeds,  at  thought  ef  wfaleh  (he  bkHtdeurdtes  and 
rans  eold  with  honor.  Mach  has  been  said, 
many  dreadful  apprehensions  have  been  su^esl- 
ed,  from  the  oonseqaence  of  oar  full  approbaiioB 
of  out  General's  condact ;  for  my  poor  part,  1 
hope  I  shall  never  be  aftaid  of  giving  to  merit  its 
doe  meed.  From  mv  own  reading  of  onr  Con- 
siilotioo,  as  well  as  the  aonnd  arguments  I  have 
heard,  I  am  nosi  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
Preeldem's  orders  were  strictly  Constitvtiooal, 
and  that  iheir  execution  was  perfectly  reeoneile- 
aMe  with  the  law*  of  nations,  as  was  showii  by 
thegentleaun  from  Viramia,  aad  by  my  friend 
and  colleague,*  and  proauced  the  most  desinbli 
eOeeis  to  oar  distressed  frontier  Mtllets. 

If  Gmieral  Wayn^  in  179i,  had  had  torn  saf' 
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Mmt  wheo  he  dcfeaMd  du  ladtsn*  on  lb«  Mi- 
mi  iA  Uia  Lakcit  and  bad  hare  axercited  bii 
lovnd  dJMTeiioD,  Bs  OsDoral  Jukaoa  Ihb  done, 
our  Owens  and  Davins,  oot  AUtn  and  SimpMB, 
m;  &i<nd  Oapiain  Lewi*,  and  the  gallaDt,  gefl* 
MOOB  Hart,  xlgfai  Ibis  day  bare  been  \vr'm%  mon- 
BSWDts  of  their  connlry'e  geaias,  greatness,  and 
geodneM,  aad  tbomaods  of  oqt  deat  diMUMolate 


widowed  sistan  would  mow  be  preeaiag  tbcir  oew- 
bota  babes  to  ibeir  breatla,  aod  reeei*ing  tbe  be- 
niin  saailes  of  tbeifaffectioBalebiubaDds,  instead 
otn 


jfinakiDg  hamUe  a]q>liGaiioB  here,  thtevgh  theit 
banenolent  fricad,  my  aoldier  coUeagve,  (Colonel 
Jobiwoh,)  for  some  poor  pinaoce  wherewith  to 
laiea  their  fatberleesefaildien;  for  we  should  bare 
had  no  war )  no  soUieis  vonlii  hare  faUeo.  Tea, 
air,  if  Qeaeral  WayiM  bad  eaugbt  ibe  Briti^  in- 
cemUeries  that  were  with  the  Indian  anny,(whieb 
he  conld  hare  done  with  the  aaststaaee  «f  eao- 
itoB,)  and  giran  tbem  to  tbe  tree;  demolished 
Major  Oampbeli'i  fort,  and  in  tbe  roini  buried 
erer;  British  o&tn  end  soldier,  he  would  hare 
do«e  a  ptnisewoitfaf  deed,  without  an  infmctioi 
of  the  laws  of  nations  f  the  blood-otniaed  British 
lion  woald  tear,  bat  be  wodU  not  ight ;  (ke  eon- 
seioDe  merdeeers  of  oor  witm  and  dear  enilteg 
bnbee  would  hare  shrank  appalled  whea  Xhrj  saw 
tkeir  faueband*,  sobs,  and  bialhars,  delermised  on 
just  rerenge. 

No  war  wotild  we  hare  had  ;  oar  honest,  gen- 
erous, a»d  bvare  saifana  woold  nercr  have  beoi 
impressed  and  igtiomioiomlii'  whipped  lo  try  to 
make  them  igbt  Bgaiwt  tbair  cettnlry'*  friends  { 
nor  would  oar  merehanls  hare  betfn  despoiled  of 
tkeir  peif ;  we  weald  hare  had  no  war,  ao  ap> 
ptchenHouBttf  the  neeessily  of  aa  aimed  force  le 
guard  wainsi  tbe  cfiuia  of  British  iniiigaa,'  no 
blue  liflots  H  Haslford  emrentions ;  the  uUe  of 
your  Comtaiuea  i£  Cfaume  wouU  Bercr  hare 
groatted  ander  tbe  weight  of  peliiioDe  foe  relief 
of  effiecrs  from  the  pressure  of  heary  jo^ments 
giren  agaiasi  them,  by  what  is  edled  eonrls  of 
juAiee,  too,  for  tbe  faiihful  exeaoiion  of  a  legal 

1__      -  ^  ^hnt  ie  mow  to  bo  deplored 

it  ci^ninlatioii  of  Alesaadria 
«B  oarer  Aoald  hare  heard  of,  nor  the  eonfla- 

Ktion  of  our  Camiol  ia  this  eiiy,  wbieh  bears 
name  of  the  iilastrloos  WAOMiaaTOH.  Ob, 
Seaias  of  Htatoryi  if  from  thy  ckeste  page  thou 
WDuU'st  wipe  theee  foul  Uou  from  our  ehar* 
acter,  tbe  laarels  of  the  late  British  war.  like 
Iboae  of  the  Baminoid  war,  woftid  forerar  hiotwi 
upon  thy  records  wilhotit  ao  adrerae  sbadel 

Mr.  Chairman,  until  I  am  conriaeed  that  sound 
eeiMe,  seme  little  raadiug,  tni  closs  attentioD 
to  tbe  sooRd,  learned,  ana  etoqncnt  arguments 
I  hare  heard,  will  not  qualify  ma  to  pre  a 
Jnat  opinion  upon  the  satijeet,  I  sball  be  ma 
decideidly  opposed  to  ibe  resolulioits  under  di 
onseioDj  ana  make  free  lo  say  that  the  Military 
Committee  has  made  a  most  ttomilitary  report; 

Sir,  until  I  am  pcmaded  that  I  shonld  be  re- 


ef neture  end  «f  tutoira'a  Ood. 


preheneible  ia  hot  pursuit  to  follow  the  murdeiaie 
of  wife  «td  children  to  the  home  of  their  aeeca- 
saries,on  wboecsoerer  ground  it  misbtsund,  and 
drag  them  forth  to  iasiaat  paDlsEment,  I  shall 
cootinne  to  ibaok  and  praise  tbe  man  who  has 
sared  tbeir  lires  or  nrenged  their  deaths. 

Mr.  Chairmen,  I  felicitate  myself,  I  eoogratn- 
late  mv  country,  that  our  people  better  under- 
stand tneirrigha  then  those  ef  the  old  Republios, 
■od  have  a  mere  equal  distribatioa  of  property 
than  they  hsd  ;  that  this  honorable  House  is  com- 
posed of,  if  not  brighter,  at  least  atronger  mate- 
rials than  the  leglsTatire  eouDcils  of  Qreeee  and 
Rome ;  if  it  was  not,  this  day  we  might  he  led 
to  record  a  note  st  which  the  crowoed  heads  ia 
Enropeiodaed  might  choekle;  more  cause  would 
ihev  bam  to  chuckle  than  when  they  heard  of 
Jackson^  Crvsk  treaty.*  Much  greater  cansa 
would  oar  frieodi  in  Bnropa  bare  of  wo  and 
biner  lamenittioii.  to  fold  their  desponding  arm^ 
and  droop  the  melancholy  bead,  than  wbui  they 
heard  of  our  ettingaishiDg  the  ladiaa  title  to  a 
tittle  slip  of  land. 

To  sea  ns  saeriflee  our  Oeueral,  who  shame- 
fully defeated  old  B^and^  chosen  glorloas 
bands,  woold  make  the  Friote  R^eot's  Minislers 
rejoice  :  To  sacrifice  our  Oeneral  would  quiet 
the  maoee  of  tbe  execrable  Ambriiter,  and  no 
doubt  please  Arbnthoot's  honorable  correspond- 
eat  in  this  city  :t  to  disnuss  our  Qeneral,  who 
pursued  the  nuttured  tubers  of  our  people  and 
miRderersof  ourinntwent  children  into  PeaeMoBi, 
would  BO  doubt  exeite  a  grin  from  His  Caihotk 
Majesty's  Miaietar  near  this  metropolis.  Tbe 
saoriAce  that  w*  should  make  to  a  mistakea  idea 
of  patriotism  and  bufflanirr,  walild  be  bv  hha 
attributed  to  our  fears  of  foftign  force,  for  ibe 
poor  soul  kuows  nothing  tSaaat  the  milk  ef  hu- 
vaa  kindness  that  so  abundantly  flows  in  every 
fMeman's  bteast.  Deprived  of  our  Oeneral,  (for 
he  thinks  we  hare  got  bat  one,)  he  will  ajjain 
reaaw  the  Spanish  claim  lo  ell  the  lands  tiom 
ih«  bead  to  the  month  of  tbe  Mississippi;, and  if 
we  didaM  forthwith  racreoder  them,  ha  would 
thiaicn  as  With  the  na^nce  dire  of  his  potent 
royal  master.  These,  sir,  will  be  the  vsloable 
tesolu  of  OUT  agnement  with  tbe  haootabke 
eomminee  ou  military  matters;  this  saetifiae, 
the  htmonUe  commitwe  shows,  will  be  made 
apon  Tory  stiglit  presunptioa,  that  tbe  Oeaeial 
bad,  in  the  eiecuilon  of  a  military  order,  a  little 
exceeded  a  ttriotty  literal  ooastrueiioa.  I  tbiak 
it  eoaeeded  bf  all  the  honorable  spaaksrs  upoa 
this  qaestion,  that,  in  their  various  optsicas  of 
neoesiilf  eoneista  alone  their  discordant  opinioaa 
apon  this  snbject.  Tbea,  let  as  ask,  who  is  the 
better  jodp  M  ao  important  military  movement? 
The  gentlemen  ai  heme,  in  peace  and  safety,  feast- 
ing  en  all  ibe  luinriesroiovcry  clime,  his  cbildivn, 


cbacUed  when  tbcr  heard  of  Jackson's  Tiea^  a 


arms,  hang  the  dqeoted  head,  when  <ituf  fiiuad  imn 
we  bad  acqairad  Indtsn  land. 
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like  bleited  wivpki,  playiog  abovl  him,  hit  wife 
too,  iweet,  soft,  mtettigeDt,  iH-iocomiiliihed,  lod 
bMoiifttl  too,  >•  niDch  u  hii  foad  wiahet  eoold 
bftTe,  whoce  bumBiie  cor  wi*  ii«T«r  pierced  wilh 
tk«  aiiunt  Mond  of  ibe  dceadfol  lavage  yell ; 
wboH  chartuble  bean  never  had  occaiioD  to 
ezicod  her  muniSceDt  haodlo  the  relief  of  woes 
inflicted  by  a  bubacian  band  of  roiblen  *obb  of 
the  wood,  or  ibe  bardjr  weaiber-beaieo  Qeneral 
in  the  field,  combatiDg  all  the  difficoltiea  oeee*- 
Mrilf  ■oeompaniriag  savage  warfare ;  ■■  that  all, 
■irl  No — labciiting  himwlf  aod  all  fail  army 
on  kind  nature's  sponianeoiu  gifU.  an  all-iinpoil- 
nnt  object  to  hii  conntry  before  bis  eye,  which 
musi  M  effected  by  ■  given  day,  or  bimeelf  and 
amy  •urvcB.  Who  ii  the  beat  jndga  in  uieh  n 
oiae,  the  brave,  aged,  experieoeed  Oeocml,  at  the 
head  of  the  army,  or  ibe  yoang,  iweet-emelling, 

EDwered  bean  of  a  drawing  room  1  No  doabt 
ere.  Then  why.  not,  in  ifae  name  of  propriety, 
leave  to  your  Qeneral's  own  diseretfon  the  ezer- 
ciM  of  open  orden,  and  not  atumpt  to  find  laalt 
where  we  cannot,  from  onr  situatioDa,  form  a 
comet  judgment  of  the  neceiMiies  that  lead  to 
certain  acts  7 

A  word  lo  my  dear,  good  old  mother,  Virginia, 
and  then  1  am  done.  With  heart-felt  pleanre 
did  I  Me  one  of  her  &Tored  sons,  (Mr.  Ttlh,) 
of  the  yonngei  brood,  exhibit  nptra  this  oeeaslon 
the  true  patriot  eoal;  from  hii  firm,  expressive 
eonnteaanee  and  bright,  inieUigcnt  eye,  1  read 
the  trinmph  «f  his  soul,  1  saw  that  his  devotioa 
M  his  counUy  had  obttined  a  conquest  over  bis 
filial  iffeeiions.  I  thought  I  saw  his  bean  weep 
blood,  when  hii  eye  Mid,  behold  my  coantry, 
here  ii  yonr  Brntus;  like  the  elder  Brntns,  I 
would  condemn  my  own  son  for  breach  of  ptiblie 
Uw— like  the  yeanger,  I  would  stab  my  father 
to  Mve  my  country,  l  envy  inch  feelings;  ibey 
are  almost  too  exalted  for  mortal  man ;  yet  I  am 
■ure  he  had  tbem.  But  I  implore  my  uiend  to 
KCtdlect,  that  if  there  had  been  a  hook  on  wbtefa 
to  hug  a  donbt  of  the  gnilt  of  the  sob  of  the  el- 
der firniai,  tbit  his  act  would  have  been  thongbl 
most  horrid.  That  if  it  was  not  well  known  that 
Csiar  was  indeed  ambitioos,  the  yovngcr  Bmtni 
would  have  committed  a  most  detesteaerime.  I 
hope  hb  re&ectioiu  on  the  inbject  will  guard  him 
against  paising  sentence  against  his  brother,  with- 
out the  most  incontestable  proofs,  that  hit  country 
is  iheteby  to  be  relieved  from  most  imminent 
danger.  Mt  not  this  ardent  zeal  for  the  preser- 
TatiOD  of  onr  Constitntion  impel  him  to  leap  over 
Its  sacred  wails,  and  horribly  trespass  upon  its 
most  niluable  provisions.  Is  not  the  security  of 
our  repntalion  among  the  greatest  objects  of  the 
Constitntion  t  If  weeondemn  ovr  General's  eon- 
daet  because  indeed  we  cannot  exactly  think  like 
him,  will  we  not  severely  trespass  on  his  feelings. 
Tou  all  do  know  what  Shaiipeare  says  about 
tlwTolneofagood  name:  "Reputation dear, my 
lord,  is  the  immediate  jewel  of  the  soul^"  dte. 
Bvery  membci  of  this  Honse,  every  lady  in  the 
oaUciy,  and  gentleman  too,  I  hope,  have  read  and 
highly  approve  his  sentimenti. 
If  repnlntint  be  so  dear  to  every  one  nmong  us, 


bow  Ugh  indeed  must  it  be  rated  by  him,  whew 
bread,  whose  meat,  whose  life  itself  bugi  npaa 
bis  lair  won  fame.  1  am  happy,  air,  to  tell  my 
friend,  the  henoraUe  member  from  Philadelphia, 
that  1  shall  never  fear  that  the  keen  prying  sense  of 
Bqaini-eyed  luairieios  will  ever  find  a  spider's  en 
among  the  leaves,  much  less,  a  serpent,  entwine] 
about  the  branefaes  of  the  fnll-grown  meaih  of 
laurels  that  adorns  my  Qenerol's  brow.  No,siit 
Jackson's  lanrds  can  never  scatter  the  seed  that 
may  hateh  some  ftttnre  Tarquin,  to  woond  tke 
tender  breast  of  some  chaste  Ltieretia. 

Mr.  Harbibom,  of  Ohio,  said,  that  no  qasstion 
had  been  bronght  bdbn  the  Honseiincehe  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  it,  where  his  feelinge  nitd  his 
seme  of  duty  were  so  much  oppoeed,  as  that  wSieh 
was  now  before  thsCommitiee.  He  had  for  boom 
time  determined  to  lake  no  part  is  the  diaeassioa ; 
and,  indeed,  woald  gladly  bave  been  exensed 
from  voting,  at  least  upon  two  of  ths  resolntion^ 
had  there  Men  any  honorable  mode  of  avoiding 
it.  Bnt,  as  the  mles  of  the  Honse  obliged  him  to 
vote,  juitiea  to.  himself  required  that  he  should 
explain  the  reasons  upon  which  the  opinions  he 
entertainedontheresMDtioiwweTofoanded.  Bat, 
before  he  preeeeded  to  diseoss  the  two  resolntioBS 
which  hod  principally  enge^  the  Blt«itieB  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  dc 
bate,  be  asked  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations in  reply  to  thoee  who  hod  denied  the 
right  of  tke  Honss  to  pass  these  rcaolati«M. 

Several  gentlemen,  said  Hr.  H.,  hare  distineily 
declared  that  the  Hooee  conld  poos  no  reealatioa 
which  either  directly  pr  hidireotly  would  eensmt 
the  eondoet  of  a  milimry  offiOer.  It  is  not  nsc» 
Nry  to  give  an  oninion  as  to  the  power  of  dntet 
oenswe ;  no  one  nae,  1  believe,  thought  of  inch  i 
thing  in  the  present  ease.  But  I  maet  eeakm, 
Ur.  Chairman,  that  I  did  not  expeet  to  bear  the 
other  o^nioo  maintained  on  this  floor.  Wbo^ 
sir  I  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
to  whom  the  ormir  and  the  revenae  bslang,  hove 
no  right  to  enter  into  an  investigatioB  to  ascer- 
tain whether  they  have  or  have  not  been  ei» 
ployed  in  a  manner  warraaicd  by  law  I  Who- 
iher  the  public  force  haa  been  dkeoted,  aad  the 
public  money  expeaded  in  the  manner  which 
they  have  authorized  1  Yes,  say  gentlemen  j  in- 
vestigate if  yon  chooso)  but  eipresine  opiaioa 
which  may  imply  censure  upon  the  agents  of  the 
Oovernment.  That  is,  if  I  noderstnnd  the  do^ 
trine,  that  you  are  to  invcsUgate  until  yon  an  at 
the  pnnt  of  arrivins  at  the  only  objeei  for  which 
inveitigatioo  would  be  useftal,  and  then  you  ate 
to  stop.  Are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  length  ts 
which  this  doctrine  wonld  enny  thcml  Thst 
you  might  appropriate  money  and  authorize  aa 
army  to  be  raised  for  the  conqueet  of  Florida,  aod 
the  Executive  or  a  commanding  Qeneral  nvr 
nie  them  in  an  enterprise  againt  Cnnada  J  Aao, 
that,  in  such  an  eveaL  your  rnqniir  must  go  no 
farther  than  to  ascertain  that  somothing  has  been 
done,  but  you  sre  not  to  say  when  or  whervl*** 
it  should  imply  a  eenioro  on  some  one.  The  Con- 
stitution has  been  read,  and  we  are  aAed  lo  paint 
out  the  clause  which  gives  the  right  to  eensare,  di- 
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IVet  or  conieqoeiilitl.  I  cbd  show  Qo  lueh  cIbum, 
bttt  I  eiB  show  the  KCtion  and  ihe  arfiele  which 
givea  lo  Congress  ihe  sole  power  of  raJBing  ar- 
mies,  of  raiaiDra  TeveoDe,  and  declaring  ihe  ob- 
ject in  which  those  armies  aod  that  retenae  shall 
bt  emploT^  >  *<>d  does  it  not  follow,  at  a  neeea- 
nry  coDseqtience,  that  they  have  a  right  to  sat- 
iafy  thcTDselTes  whether  they  have  or  have  Dot 
been  bo  employed,  and,  if  thef  And  tfaej  have  not, 
to  saj  fol  An  indiTidual  maces  his  money  and 
his  sertBDta  at  the  disposal  of  an  agent,  to  ac- 
complish some  tpeciSfd  object.  Has  he  not  a 
right  at  all  times  to  oblige  the  agent  to  gire  an 
account  of  his  eondael,  and,  if  he  finds  that  b^ 
has  misapplied  the  means  that  hare  been  put  in 
hia  bands,  to  declare  that  he  has  done  so  7  It  is, 
■tr,  a  self-ertdenl  proposition. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  we  bare  the  right  to 
impeach  ihePrFsideDt.  Ortoted  :  Bni  eoold  we 
with  the  least  propriety,  even  if  it  were  onr  ob- 
ject, pursue  that  course,  nmil  we  had  ascertained 
that  he  had  either  committed  a  wrong  himself,  or 
permitted  a  wrong  to  be  done  by  another?  In 
the  present  case  no  one  has  dreamed  of  such  a 
alep;  the  only  objeot  is  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  the  Constituiional  powers  of  Congress,  and 
ine  right  of  this  Honse  to  guard  those  powers 
ttata  being  iuDOTBted  upon  ^  the  other  branches 
of  the  Oomnmeni.  Sir,  it  isa  sacred  right,  and 
it  should  be  maintained  with  firmness,  as  one  of 
lb«  great  republican  features  of  the  Constitution, 
necesMry,  oot  only  for  the  preserTation  of  liberty, 
bni  for  ordinary  correct  legialation.  How,  with- 
out this  power  to  investigate,  and  to  pursue  the 
iDTcatigaiioB,  until  the  blame  shal)  rest  upon  the 
person  who  deserves  it,  shall  the  Legislature  be 
ever  able  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  any  miscon- 
duct in  oar  military  and  naval  opemtionsj  which 
may  produce  an  event  requiring  legidative  pro- 
vision 1  The  case  of  General  St.  Clair,  alluded 
ID  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 
(Hr.  PoiMDUTiB,)  19  one  in  point.  In  the  Fall 
of  1^1  a  great  national  calamity  was  announced 
by  the  President  to  Congreia — the  loss  of  an 
army.  This  disaster  might  have  arisen  from  three 
causes;  from  a  combiaaiion  of  the  three,  or  any 
two  of  tbem.  It  might  have  arisen  from  incom- 
petent provision  of  men  and  monev,  iu  which 
ease  Congress  would  hare  been  to  blame;  from 
the  improper  mauigetneni  of  the  Executive,  ot 
from  the  miscondnct  of  the  Oenera!.  If,  upon 
the  iovesligation,  it  should  appear  thai  the  meana 
|mt  in  the  hands  of  the  Sxecaiive  were  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  object,  it  followed  ibat  a  more 
ample  provision  was  to  be  made;  btil  if  it  ap- 
peared ibat  the  supply  of  men  and  mone)|  wei« 
snfBeifBt,  ihen  Ihe  disaster  was  to  be  attrihaied 
to  the  misconduct  of  the  Bzeeulive  or  of  the 
General.  It  followed  that  a  repetition  of  the 
same  appropriations  was  all  that  was  reqnired. 
Now,  lo  come  at  these  results,  a  thorough  inves- 
tfgatioa  was  neeessatr ;  bat,  according  to  the 
dootrine  now  con  tended  for,  thiaeonld  uoi  be  done 
lest  it  shoald  imply  censure  upon  the  General, 
"nii*  right  of  investigation  has  always  been 
claimed  by,  and  oever  denied  to,  the  British 


House  of  Commons,  at  least  since  the  espoMMi 
of  Ihe  Stuarts.  They  not  only  Investigate,  but 
they  point  out  the  inrnvidunls  who  have  in  their 
opinion  been  gniltv  of  misconduct,  and  require 
of  the  King;  that  they  should  be  brought  to  piu- 
ithment.  [Here  Hr.  H.  read,  from  HcArthnr^ 
"  Principles  and  Practice  of  Naval  and  Uilitary 
Courts  Martial,"  the  case  of  Admiral  Matthewfl, 
who,  in  thti  year  1745,  was,  in  pursuance  c^  a  r^ 
solution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  broogbt  t« 
trial  by  order  of  the  King,  and  dismissetT  fnm 
the  service.}  The  case  of  Admiral  Uatihews 
is  one  of  a  bundred  that  might  be  produced  of 
naval  and  military  officers  being  brought  to  trial 
in  consequence  of  an  investiniion  into  th«r  eon- 
duet,  commenced  by  the  House  of  Commoua. 
And  yel,  sir,  the  House  of  Commons  bave  not, 
as  wft  have,  any  agancy  in  declaring  war.  That 
ia  the  exclttsive  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  But, 
boldli^  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation,  they 
claim  and  exercise  the  power  upon  alt  occasions 
to  ntis^  themselves  that  the  public  tevenae  has 
been  expended,  and  the  public  force  directed,  in 
the  manner  best  calenlaied  to  secure  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  nation.  But,  sir,  the  power 
of  invettigaticn,  and  of  deciding  i^n  the  eon- 
duct  of  a  general  officer,  is  not  only  important  as 
a  repabliean  principle  and  fi»  coneet  legislation, 
bat  important  also  for  tb«  protection  ofiheofi- 
ccra  themselveK  How  often  may  it  happen,  in 
time  of  war,  that  a  Miuister  or  even  a  President 
himself,  may  attempt  to  shicM  their  own  miaeon- 
duet  by  iBapaiing  andeaerved  blama  lo  a  com- 
manding Cfenerat,  and  where  la  ho  to  look  An 
protection  for  bis  fame  and  bis  otiaractarl  To 
a  conn  of  inquiry,  deaignated  by  the  very  per- 
sons who  are  Jaterested  to  convict  bim  ?  No,  sir ; 
bat  in  this  House,  the  Immediate  reprascniativea 
of  hia  fellow  citizens,  and  the  rejnvsenuilves,  I 
trust,  of  their  virtue  and  their  Justice,  as  well  as 
ibeir  pditieal  opinions.  A  reference  lo  voor 
jonrttals  will  show  an  Instance  in  which  inlima- 
tious,  not  only  against  the  military  conduct  of  a 
commanding  Qeueral.hnt  against  his  moral  oha- 
ntatsr,  were  oom[riet«y  removed  by  u  inquiry, 
fToaeeutad  under  Ike  direeiioD  of^  this  House. 
Nor  aan  I  aaa,  sir,  tha  least  objection  that  a  mili' 
lary  coatmandci  could  bave  t«  soeb  an  iavestlg^ 
lioa,  i  must  conftss  that  I  wan  mach  surpriaed 
that  A*  penooal  frieoda  of  Geaeral  Jaakson 
dtonld  have  made  any  objectiMi  to  having  iba 
inquiry  iatohiseondactputtipon as  bro«d  abuii 
«a  po«iU«.  I  have  Donsiauily  advised  ibe  con- 
trary coune.  Perhaps  some  of  them  may  say  to 
me,  "  tJHsoo  Danaot  tt  dona  firmtet."  I  hope 
not,  sir  J  for  if  OeneralJackson's  friends  are  Tro- 
jan^ it  will  I  believe  be  manifest,  btton  I  con- 
dude,  that  I  am  not  altogatber  Graek. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  proceed  lo  eoMidar  the  two  re- 
solutions upon  wltich  the  discBauoo  has  princi- 
pallv  turned.  In  examining  that  which  relatea 
to  the  trial  aad  execution  oT  AmbrisUi  and  Ar- 
Irathnot.  I  shall  inquiro— 

1st.  As  to  the  right  of  the  nation  to  punish 
tbetu. 

2dly.  If  tha  right  ivpaniah  tbtm  nisMd  in  the 
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■Btion,  did  it  ■Dpertain,  andti  fzutoiff  law*,  lo 
the  military  antnorily  7  and, 

3dlf.  IfitdidcppcriaiB  to  ihamiliUiTMKhoT- 
iljr,  v«i  it  preperljr  exarciwd,  botk  aa  to  fotm  and 
principle  7 

There  ii,  I  think,  no  qacvtiou  more  cleailf 
MtaUiahed  than  the  right  of  a  nation,  in  time  (if 
war,  to  panifth  apon  its  aniagontat  any  Tiolaiioa 
of  tha*e  rulee  which  hare  been  adopted  bv  coik- 
MOB  coneant,  and  which  form  Ike  code  of  iaier- 
Mliooai  law.  1  can  •«•  no  reason  wt^  iheae 
nilet  ahould  not  apply  to  *  war  with  saragat. 
lodced,  the  wiitera  upon  thia  tubjeet  warn  to 
•Uow  mmething  beyond  the  ordinair  eonrte  of 
retaliation,  in  a  war  of  tU»  hind.  A  rule  puti- 
evlarly  applicable  to  thia  caw  has  been  read  from 
Vutel,  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 

iUr.  BASBOoa.^  If  it  appliei  to  the  uvage* 
aemMlrea,  it  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  tboae 
anprineipled  while  men  who  identify  theauclTta 
with  tbe  saTsges,  aad  aiimnlau  ihem  to  (heir 
barbarona  warfare.  And  if.  air,  any  additional 
farce  eaa  be  given  to  the  rignt,  by  the  Kreet  bea- 
efiu  which  wilt  reeali  fi<>in  iu  exereiae,  there 
BOTci  waa  a  ease  wheee  it  coald  be  need  with 
more  propriety  thaa  in  tbe  pnniihMeat  of  Ar- 
bothaot  and  Ambriater. 

R  tbe  Herth- 
~  I  Beroltt- 


Upon  leenrring  to  tbe  erenta  npoR  tbe 
etiern  frontier,  aiac*  tbe  war  of  dta  I 


tiottf  and  examiiuiiK  the  doemnniie  whkh  I  hare 
furniabcd  to  the  Eiecotiva,  I  do  not  heriiaie  to 
■ay  that  all  the  wara,  and  dnwai  all  the  diflMaL- 


■  which  w<  have  ^perieneed  on  that  froaiier, 
have  been  produead  by  the  ageney  of  fititiih 
emiseariea.  Pending  the  long  negotiatioDe  with 
Cheat  Britain  before  the  late  war,  utboagli  plae^ 
iHtea  the  Wabnah,  I  waa  anablM  to  t^  tbe  alate 
of  the  Britiak  feeliog  towards  us — the  ebbingt  and 
flowings  of  their  hostile  eCTlimenn—aa  eorrectly 
«■  those  who  oondneied  the  iMgotialioB.  The 
ioereaaed  or  auspended  aMivlty  of  their  agentt 
afforded  an  ia&UiU*  index  to  poiai  ent  <he  reifn- 
ing  polities  of  their  Coort  «s  it  rqwded  peaoe  or 
war  with  America. 

I  wns  foTtonate  enongh,  in  the  year  I&i3,  ta  take 
the  cerreapondcnae  of  the  Briliso  Indian  Depart- 
ment with  tbe  GoTenor  and  Lieutenant  OaTeMwr 
of  Canada.  A  part  of  it  baa  been  pnbli^ed,  aad 
the  wigioaUare  either  in  my  own  noaaeaaiou,  or  in 
iheDepaiUneotof  War.  Fromdieaat  itWiUtm- 
eqalvoeally  appear  that,  whan  the  United  States 
and  Great  Briuia  were  nt  peaea,  their  ageota  were 
constantly  stimolating  the  Indians  in  war,  aad 
samlymg  tham  with  uie  means  of  cairyiag  it  «o, 
and  that  iber  acted  eren  as  aUies  to  tkera  hi  the 
field. 

In  the  defeat  of  Oenenl  Sl  Ciail's  army,  in 
1791,  a  Btiliih  offiner  aausted  the  savages  with 
hie  conaad,  if  am  with  hie  arms.  la  the  action 
between  a  deiaohsnent  of  Oaneral  Wayaef*  army 
and  the  IndiaDB,  fought  at  Fori  Recorery,  on  the 
SOtb  of  Jnae,  1794,  not  only  the  ftjtish  Indian 
agents  were  present,  but  a  eaptain  in  iheir  army, 
and  six  matrossea.  In  (he  geoenl  action  which 
wns  fought  on  the  20th  August  following,  two 
fall  companiaa  of  white  men,  the  pentet  part 


British  snlyeete,  aseisied  ike  bdiiM.  Tn^ 
which  was  coiwladed  the  foUaaiifSan 
Qreeaville,  waa  opposed  bf  ervj  on 
British  ianuenee.  Nor  did  it  end  btit  u 
still  exerted  to  keep  atire  IhcqHiiDfii 
against  the  United  States;  andllwettiEM 
■1  Tiopecanoc,  aad  the  ^d  ofibtow 
coofeoeracy  which  was  to  hire  bcti  kal 
Tecuraseb  and  the  Prophet,  bid  tLdicif 
British  couQcils.  And  here,  at,  wiaci 
obserre,  that  tbe  conduct  of  ikr  Cinrans 
(he  United  Sutes  towards  the  Isdiuiiai 
nnirerMlly  hoi&ane,  liberal,  aad  ju(;  u^i; 
jcnurk  I  mean  to  ine]ode,tl«),ueH|ac 
for  theextingnisbinentof  tbehlitbulss 
have  no  doubt  bni  thegeaiknsslnahi 
vania,  (Mr.  HopxiKaON.)  has  iMtiidia 
formation  which  indncea  him  to  mkibA 
which  fell  from  bin  as  tliin|pa';« 


tinted,  (and  r  waa  the  sole  «  uk 

frontier  for  thirteen  yetn,  and  cflipi'H!' 
title  10  upwards  of  sixty  milliHtdaiBjii 
totally  without  foundation.  IthiaHs^ 
Ibis  conductj  bad  I  aeled  otbernK'"* 
have  been  in  direct  oppoeitioD  i«ll>i|n'P^ 
Executive.  In  tbe  haadivriiiD{(f  W'^ 
himielf,  1  received  an  order BtrB|iiarM^ 
toward  the  Indians,  to suScr  tbeditB>n|<F 
to  subvert  the  principlwof  jiwi»  '•"' 
be  no  more  sablima  tpectade  tku*  i^""' 
conduct  like  this,  from  a  grtit  nm '°*r 
petiv  bands  of  savages.  lf'<>«<£;^'^ 
caaduct  wns  not  •■c«*i'i>' '")'"£!' A>b 
reapoodeai  seatimenlof  fiitnddup  W"' 
dians  to  OS,  and  why  they  u»li  |W<™*J 
amies  in  the  late  war,  I  esa  «•■*';  "rjik 
United  States  disdained  V,^^^^^ 
enemy  set  th*  «m«*^"^,'T1'^* 
seduced  by  the  ku»5»i '^,*",'^difia 
bmhnots  which  wera  »t«'«^fC^,« 
tien  Bat,  eit,  ii  may  l«*rf  ■*„  .iik  4 
are  all  pail  i  that  '^\?''f^l1^t 
Indians,  nor  any  F<''''^'iS^Jtfi' 
have  no  war  at  present;  >*>{^",  y* 
ont  relative  situation,  »  «,f*r™|i,nfiiii 
tribes,  or  of  those  tribe,  m  i««»?"^.  U 
is  changed  for  (bo  betlMt  l^''^.'^-*: 
Cenilemen  who  have  '*^«"CSnF' 
their  eyes  upon  a  awp  ™  "'*  ""-^  i^ " 
of  our  country,  and  «* ''",.  jtS*"* 
iobabi(ed  by  Indians,  wiih«I»««^T;„ilf 
posts  immediately  in  theu  '"'■"^L-rtiU 
oan  be  supplied  with  •'"J'^Sin*"!' 
aoy  ns.  1  do  most  sinMwlj  ^^j^^ 
is  hanging  over  u.  fro«  'i-i  q"^"  ^ 
fionlly  and  daDKer  than  we "Ih-ttd  *'" 
wiih  Indians.  Between  ih*  WJ^«I» 
swipp[,andtheMi»si«ipP"«^rtl'«'* 
oom^Ya  ooDisct  wKi  »'^\^tt^^K 
numbers,  for  rijoir  valor,  *^l^^^i,  t*' 
cbaraclTrof  (he  """r'WV*^ 
Scythia  of  Ameries,  and,  J^  „«i*2 
shall,  before  lo^ft/rTmosi '''lii 
anc^if  aot  the  K*, '^L Of  *** 
tbe  arrows,  some  ihsi  ■«  •*•*"' 
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T&oM  wution  do  net,  indeed,  eompuwd  wiUi 
tile  itibM  we  have  fonavtlj  Mfkged, 
"  With  tOufhcT  linaw  bend  the  bow ; 
IfOT  fliM  Uw  ti»nh*wk  nrifter  to  it*  mtik, 
Lcundi'd  from  A»  iig«r  tit  «  Pnutt'i  em." 
Bai  the  wartion  of  theie  ttibei  ate  itrOTeibiallj 
bi»ea.    Flight  is  edmitted  tm  a  priaciple  of  tb«ir 
tactict,  never  as  the  effect  of  fcai.    Tiieu  preju- 
dices and  feeliogB  are  not  in  our  favor.    In  short, 
tha  maleriaU  are  all  provided — the  irain  is  laid— 
it  reaoires  oalr  the  loucb  of  that  master  Fovei 
which  has  wielded,  with  so  much  addiess,  the 
torch  of  diMord  both  ia  Europe  and  Atoerioa  to 
produce  the  exploBioo. 

With  this  impression,  whatever  majr  be  mj 
opiaiou  wiib  regard  to  the  cireumsiances  ouder 
vhich  ooe  of  ihe  iDdividaaU  waa  executed,  I  am 
penoaded  that  iheir  puaisbmenc  will  do  much 
good :  it  will  make  others  of  their  character  more 
caatioUB,  and  may  preveal  the  Btiiish  irtden 
ftom  involviu  ui  in  a  war  before  the  policy  of 
tlicir  nation  shall  authorize  iL  Shall  1  be  toU^ 
sir,  that  we  shall  derive  fuuire  seoutily  from  In- 
dian wan,  ttata  the  altered  character  of  the 
BtitUhconacilal  Where  ii  the  evidence  of  this 
alleratma  1  Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  Iteatnunt  of 
that  great  but  nnfprtunaie  man  whom  iheyhavf 
mada  the  object  of  their  vengeance,  when  be  can 
be  no  longer  the  abject  of  their  fears  1  Thay 
bare  chained  him  lo  a  rock  I  No  vuliara  indeed 
feasts  upon  the  liver  of  Iheii  victim ;  that  perhaps 
would  nave  been  mercy.  Tlieir  efforts  are  di- 
reeted  to  wound  and  Mcerate  his  feelings--Ho 
humble  and  debase  that  lofly  spirit  whose  "-awe 
did  bend  the"  Enropean  world,  and  caused  (he 

I  come  now^sir.lo  consider  my  second  propo- 
siliooi  viz:  Did  Ute  right  lo  punish  Ambriitsr 
and  Arbuthnoi  apperiain  lo  the  miUiaty  anthor- 
iiy,  under  existlns  laws? 

I  have  no  doubt  it  did.  T»  determine  this 
question,  it  will  be  necessary  to  inquire  what  is 
UM  military  code  of  this  country.  Tbe  few  paaca 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  anil  which  sre  called 
the  Articles  of  War,  cannot  be  supposed  to  con- 
tain this  cod^  or  to  provide  for  ihoM  numuroits 
contingencies  which  at*  forever  happening  in  an 
■rm^,  growing  out  of  the  telaiions  which  the 
•oldiet  Dears  to  the  officer— the  oflkers  to  each 
other— the  commanding  Qaneral  to  bis  Oovern- 
meni,  to  his  army,  and  to  those  whom  the  fortune 
of  war  places  in  his  power. 

The  deficiencies  in  our  statute  taws  ate  pro- 
Tided  for  by  an  unwritten  common  law,  as  extan- 
save  perbape  as  the  civil  comiaoo  law,  and 
founded  upon  the  same  principle  of  reason-  This 
unwritten  code  ii  recognised  by  our  statute, 
under  the  denomination  of  "custom  i^  warj'' 
"rules  and  discipline  of  war."  To  this  unwrit- 
ten code  military  men  are  obliged  so  constaDlly 
to  refer,  thst  an  amy  coutd  not  exist  ■  day  with- 
out it.  This  must  be  evident  from  the  single 
fact  that  the  rank  or  command  attached  to  each 
grade  of  commission  is  nowhere  to  be  foond  ia 


the  statute  law,  bnt  is  only  ascertained  by  refer- 
enee  to  the  custom  of  war.  The  legaliiy  of  tut, 
order,  lor  ihs  disobedience  of  which  the  life  and 
honor  of  an  officer  may  be  endangered,  is  to  be 
tested  only  by  a  similar  reference.  A  general 
officer  sees  a  platoon  offioer,  with  a  command  of 
men,  in  a  sitBaiion  wich  he  deems  ineligible,  and 
directs  him  to  change  it.  The  officer  refosea, 
aUeging  that  he  commands  a  eamp  guard.  At  a 
little  duiance  further  the  same  General  meets 
with  another  platoon  offiear  at  the  bead  of  a  de- 
tachment, to  wboiB  also  he  gives  aa  order  which 
is  likewise  disobeyed,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
detachment  waa  actiiw  under  aa  order  eomina 
immediately  from  the  Commander-ufcbief.  Botb 
iheie  officers  are  arrasted,  and  brought  to  trial. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  writtsn  law  to  distli>> 
guish  the  two  casasi  but  under  the  custom  tf 
war  the  first  will  be  acquitted  with  lianor,  upwa 
tbc  pcinciple  that  an  aUier  cm  guard  recelvee 
orders  only  from  the  officer  of  the  day;  wbiUt 
the  latter  may  be  cashiered  or  shot  for  not  obey- 
ing an  order  which  even  eooatermanded  on* 
coming  from  the  Comraandoyio-chief,  upon  the 
piinciple  that  the  last  order,  coming  from  «  av 
perior  on  the  spot,  conntarmands  or  repeals  thw 
which  may  have  bean  previously  received.  The 
ca;^  of  the  officer  on  guard  is  a«  exception  t» 
this  general  rule.  The  eusiom  of  war  than  b»- 
ing  eslabU|hed  ae  Ibe  law  bjr  which  out  atmiea 
are  governed,  except  where  it  ia  »<n  aontroUstf 
by  statute  it  remains  only  to  show  wbat  thai  eui^ 
torn  is,  in  relation  to  persons  situated  ■•  Ambria- 
ler  and  Athutbno^  and  that  there  is  no  siatu^a 
law  which  puts  their  case  out  of  the  mililiry 
juriKdiciioo.  It  may  however  be  naceMary  to 
say  a  few  words  a*  to  the  maaner  of  aaceriaiA- 
ing  what  is  the  custom  of  war.  It  is  aioertaiaail 
by  ibe  precedents  which  are  to  be  found  in  our 
own  army  and  other  civilized  naliona,  and  the 
military  principles  which  are  to  be  found  in  mil- 
itary auinors,  and  those  which  are  kept  alive  ii 
our  own  army,  by  being  daily  anted  n^n.  If  an 
objection  is  made  to  precedents,  drawn  fiom 
other  nations,  whose  forms  of  Qovernment  are  m> 
different  from  ours,  and  where  the  •nveieign  an- 


itv  and  that  of  cqmmanderHD-chief  we  W 
ally  found  in  the  same  persfiB ;  I  aoan 
mililaiy  common  law,  like^lhe  oieil  « 


;  I  aoawer  that 


be  tsEted  by  rcasdB,  and  that  those 
principles  which  axe  incon^wible  with  our. form 
of  Qovern«ient  are  of  course  rejected.  , 

The  precedents  wbic^  justify  the  punishmeM 
of  the  two  individuals  to  whom  the  reeolutioo 
refers,  by  the  military  auihority,are  so  aumaroo* 
as  to  put  the  matter  beyond  dispute,  and  hare 
been  so  ofien  referred  to  as  to  make  it  unnaaea- 
sary  to  repeat  them.  An  additional  evidence, 
however,  of  the  light  in  which  the  subject  was 
viewed  by  oar  Revolutionary  Army,  will  be 
found  ia  an  address  to  Oeneral  Greene,  by  the 
officers  of  the  Skiuibero  army,  of  the  SOih  An* 
gust,  1781,  pablisbed  in  the  appendix  to  Ram- 
say's History  of  the  Ravolutian  in  South  Caro- 
lini. 

Sut,  air,  a  law,  passed  nnder  the  Admiaistrv 
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tnllOD  of  Mr.  Adami,  lod  another  id  the  Spring 
ef  1813,  hare  been  broDgfat  forwird  lo  show  that, 
Id  the  opioioo  of  Congres*,  a  law  was  oMemarf 
loamhorize  tetaliatiODi  but  a  sttiecer  examina- 
tion of  these  laws  will  ihow  that  iberconiain 
no  evidence  of  sneh  an  oninion,  as  (he  flnt  taw 
pTOTidca  for  retalialion  berore  a  declaratto/ of 
war,  Hd  the  latter  for  one  ease  in  which  ihe 
miliiarf  had  eertainly  ao  power  lo  act,  iDd  for 
nnoiher  ease  where  the  aaihoritf  was  Terfcqnir- 
oeal.  The  flnt  wie  iDieoded  to  give  aathoriiy 
to  the  Bxecntne  to  retaltate  for  the  pDnishmentj 
by  ihe  civil  covrte  of  Oreal  BrilaJD,  of  peraoni 
Uken  in  ariaa  againat  them,  and  who  were  boro 
is  that  conniry,  upOD  their  principle  of  perpetual 
alliance;  and  the  aecond  aeclion  of  Ibe  bill 
■niborlKM  retaHattOD  npoa  the  •o^ects  of  OreK 
Britain,  for  depredittons  eomntitted  by  Indiana  ia 
their  etnploymeflt. 

There  can  be  no  qoMtioD,  then,  bat  (be  right 
of  retaliaiioD,  ia  tine  of  war,  it  Teated  in  the 
military  aaihority ;  and  there  can,  I  ihoold  ttk^ 
MM,  be  a«  Utile  doalK  of  the  propriety  of  ila 
tMug  wo  Tailed.  Reialiatton,  to  answer  uiy  ben- 
eficial pnrpote,  ihonld  be  prompt  and  deciaire. 
Indeed,  In  all  the  initanee*  that  I  hare  beard  of. 
when  it  waa  delayed,  it  waa  giren  up;  and,  if 
two  armieawere  acting  in  oppoaition  to  each 
other,  the  one  poctnsing  within  itself  the  right 
of  retalialion  for  injoriet  not  nnetioned  by  the 
Inwa  of  war,  and  the  other  obliged  to  recur  to  a 
diatani  Power  for  anthoriiy  to  retaliate,  the  fiiat 
would  hate  greit  adraniagea  orer  the  other ;  for, 
in  some  ease*,  a  threat  of  Immediate  retaliatiDO 
ia  of  itaelf  suBcient  to  suspend  an  nnjast  execo- 
tion,  and  to  sare  a  rielim  over  whom  ifac  arm  of 
power  has  already  been  extended.  To  complete 
my  examination  of  tbe  first  resolution,  il  ramains 
for  me  to  consider, 

3dly.  Whether  the  pnnishment  of  Aibnthnot 
ind  Ambriater  was  right,  both  as  to  principle  and 
fern. 

I  haro  a  peculiar  opinion  upon  this  nibject. 
My  friend  from  Booth  Carolina  thinks  ihat  the 
punishment  of  Arbuthnot  waa  illegal— that  of 
Ambileter  not  so.  My  eonetusions  are  directly 
the  rsrerse.  Bnt,  before  I  proceed  lo  mark  tbi 
flircutoslancea  which  diacriminaie  the  two  cases 
I  will  answer  the  argnmenls  of  those  who  con 
tend  that  the  punishment  of  both  were  legal, 
vpon  the  gronnd  that  the  decision  of  their  case 
depcndtd  npon  the  will  of  the  Geneftl  alone,  or 
Upon  that  of  the  President,  as  Commander-in- 
chief  j  that  the  e^urt  which  tried  them  had  no 
wwer  to  gire  an  opinion  which  the  Oeneral  oi 
President  might  not  annul  or  alter,  at  Ihctr  plea- 
tnre.  Bir,  this  is  not  tbe  tnariial  law  of  this 
conntiy.  Tbeeommander  of  an  American  army 
possesses  no  sneb  power  over  tbe  lires  of  his 
prisooers. 

In  iho  preceding  armament  I  hare,  I  think, 
eatablishad  that  the  military  code  of  this  country 
consists  of  the  articles  of  war  and  the  custom 
and  discipline  of  war  established  by  the  practice 
of  out  own  armies  and  those  of  other  cirilized 
ntions.    But,  in  searching  for  precedents  from 


the  practice  of  European  armiea,  regard  ftoat  be 
had  to  a  circnmslance  which  gare  to  aona  eos- 
manders  there  a  power  which  a  General  of  the 
United  States  could  oerer  hare.  It  isthecaic 
when  the  Sorerei^  personally  commands  hit 
own  army,  and  which  gires  him,  of  contse,  the 
power  10  alter  the  martial  law  whenerer  he 
chooses;  a  power  which,  in  theUoiied  States, 
can  only  be  exercised  by  Congress,  Bnt  in  the 
present  case,  we  hare  no  occasion  to  tnnl  out 
of  our  own  country;  many  precedents  bartni 
esisbllshed  the  mode  of  punishing  persons  ia  the 
sitn^lion  of  Ambriater  and  Arbuthnot,  to  be  pre- 
ciseljr  that -which  General  Jackson  used;  that  ii, 
by  trial  b«fote  a  special  conn  or  board  of  officen 
ordered  for  the  purpose.  The  gentlemen  wbo 
have  contended  for  ibe  right  of  the  Oeneral  U 

CDolsb  these  men,  of  his  own  anihariiy,  ban 
tea  led  into  the  error  by  rcfening  for  the  powen 
of  the  General  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  ezpJaiaed 
by  VatUi,  or  the  law  of  war,  as  treated  of  by  I 
Bytiker^uKk.  They  muht  as  w«U  hare  exam- 
ined those  authora  to  diseorer  to  which  of  cat  ' 
courts  belong  the  jurisdiction  orer  j^eie*.  The 
internationar  law  does  not,  it  cannot,  deHne  tb> 
mode  by  which  a  nation  mar  exercise  a  right 
which  it  gires.  It  is  satisfied  with  ^irbg  tJu 
right  to  panish  certain  crimes,  leariog  to  the 
nation  itself  the  mode  of  punishment.  Henc^ 
in  all  Ihe  conniries  of  Enrope,  England  excepted, 
piracy  is  punished  to  a  court  eompoaed  of  one  « 
more  judj^es,  wiihotit  a  jury ;  bnt  in  the  United 
Butea  a  jury  is  necessary.  No  single  natioB 
can  change  the  international  bw,  bnt  erery  u- 
tloD  is  competent  to  change  the  mode  of  pnniifa- 
ing  any  partienlar  oflence  against  ihai  lew.  The 
United  States  hare,  for  insianee,  changed  the 
nodeof  aacertaiiiingtheguiltDf  aspr.  Conirary 
lo  former  practice,  a  amtnte  law  has  directed  that 
persons  chafed  with  being  spies  sbnll  be  tried  hy 
a  court  martial.  With  respect,  therefore,  to  the 
two  indiriduals  to  whom  ih.t  resolution  relim 
yon  are  to  look  Ursl  into  alithors  on  the  laws  of 
nations,  to  determine  whether  yoit  can  pncJsk 
them,  and  then  to  our  own  tawa  to  aseenatn  how 
10  panish  them.  Onr  statuie  law  being  silent, 
we  are  obliged  to  refer  to  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment which  custom  has  established,  and  which  I 
hare  already  prored  to  be  the  law  of  this  conn- 
try.  An  examination  of  the  principles  wbich 
have  been  established  by  this  custom  will  show 
that  the  marriel  law  of  this  country  Is  not  snek 
as  gentlemea  hare  snpposed.  If  it  is  serere,  it 
is  in  eases  where  sererlly  is  necessary;  if  it  is 
apparenily  barsh,  it  is  yet  disenmiDatin^ii 
teares  as  little  as  possible  to  the  passions  of  indi- 
Tiduals,  snd  it  decide*  that  im|>Q[ed  guilt  is  ID 
be  aseerlstoed  by  cacefnl  itiresiigation.  In  ib* 
hour  of  battle,  howerer,  ereryihing  bends  to  tbe 
ex^ncy  of  tbe  moment.  The  power  of  a  com- 
mander over  the  lives  of  his  prisoners,  and  erea 
of  his  own  men,  has  no  limit  bnt  his  opinion  of 
the  necessity  of  sacrificing  them.  My  gallant 
friead,  General  Jesup,  at  the  battle  of  Ntagara, 
then  n  Major,  and  acting  with  a  single  tnitalioa 
upon  the  fliink  i^  Scott's  brigade,  had  made 
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priaonefs  aqosl  in  oumbcr  lo  h»  own  coumuid : 
ther  WHc  l«iTi^  him  «Hb  nMoeDt,  asd  proba- 
iij  TetaroiBg  umin  lo  ibe  etmflict;  in  iBeli  ■ 
eue  ibeUws  01  war  would  bare  mutbotized  hi« 
deslreyiog  ib«m ;  bol,  generoiu  as  brare,  b«  de- 
eliaed  to  exneite  hta  right.  To  pRrmt  the  con- 
to^oB  which  I  aiogle  example  freqaently  spreadi 
to  a  daogeroni  ezleat,  ibe  reetaant  who  turns 
from  the  bafonat  of  hit  foe,  is  arretted  br  the 
ball  of  bif  comrade.  Haj,  a  legimettt,  «vea  a 
whole  line,  may  be  directed  bj  a  commander  to 
flr«  npom  anoibei  who  beiiiates  to  adraaee  upon 
the  CBcmr,  or  b;  a  abamefol  flight,  lo  deatrof  the 
hopes  of  Tiototf.  But  the  bftttle  oDce  orer,  (be 
indiMrimiBate  and  fuiMua  Uara  is  banished  from 
the  oaaipj  its  eouDciU  are  direeied  bjr  the  more 
iatcrcBtiBg  attribnte  of  bis  warrior  aiiter.  No 
blood  is  shed  bat  bptui  the  altar  of  jitMiee,  and 
■ot  nnlil  bar  diwtimiBMiDg  and  aqoal  epe  has 
ptssed  oTer  the  eireuinstaniies  of  the  inpuicd 
guilt,  and  she  has  delibanuelr  proiooaeed  the 
scBtenee]  puotahmeat  ia  onlf  to  follow  eaufic- 
tioo,  and  couTietion  after  a  thorough  eiaminaliea 
bofore  a  eompeicni  tribnnaL  I  will  not  say,  sir, 
that  there  ia  no  esoeption  lo  this  ruk ;  bW  the 
exeapiiona  are  aueh  u  ebobI  strouglf  confirm  the 
ganeial  priaoiple. 

The  principle  for  wbich  I  contend  ia  not,  that 
Ikaowof,  lobefoiuidin  an;  author,  but  it  iaas 
well  ascertaiMd  faf  icferanee  to  the  preeedeols; 
and  all  thoM  wartaat  me  in  giving  tbe  opinioa 
that,  in  all  cases  where  the  pnnishineatisiiiteBd- 
cd  to  be  inflicted'  for  some  crime  eoamitted  bf 
a  man  in  his  iadiridual  capacity,  ibat  then  a 
uial  is  ueeessarr,  fa;  a  special  court  or  board  of 
officers  appoiuted  for  the  porpoM.  But  where 
the  panishmeni  is  to  b«  inftictad  upon  aa  iadi- 
tidual  who  is  himself  innocent  of  any  crime,  aa 
in  the  ea«e  of  Captain  Aaxilli  bat  who  tuffers  in 
laialialion  for  tbe  act  of  another,  no  trial  is  ne- 
ecesary ,  for  no  guilt  is  to  be  asceriained  ;  do  mode 
or  degree  of  paniihrnent  ii  to  be  determined  upon; 
because  it  i*  already  fixed  by  the  act  tot  which 
he  ia  to  atoDo.  In  such  a  naee,  a  MJectioD  by  lot, 
in  pursnanee  of  an  order  from  ibe  cOmmaDdiBg 
Qeueral,  is  the  proper  coDiie.  In  everf  other 
eaaa  where  the  puoishment  of  a  priaoner  u  a  da- 
liberate  act,  I  challenge  geniUmen  to  sbow  a  sin- 
gle ^ecedent  ocoorriog  in  our  own  army  to  con- 
mdiet  the  opioioB  I  oava  giveu.  That  which 
appears  to  be  most  oppoasd  to  it,  is  the  case  of 
faUe  guides,  who  arc  laaUDtaaeously  puaithed 
for  leading  an  army  in  a  Wrong  diteclien,  and 
rery  often  when  they  do  not  deserve  ii.  A  re- 
aaarkable  instance  of  this  kind  is  to  be  met  with 
aa  fat  back  as  the  days  of  HannibaL  Tiiai  Oea- 
eral  directed  an  Italian  to  conduct  hia  army  lo  a 
place  called  CaasaliBum.  Pronoancing  it  with 
bis  foreign  tougne,  the  guide  misunderstood  him, 
and  conaueted  bim  lo  Cossioam,  a  place  aur- 
louoded  by  mouotains.  His  ever  waicbful  an- 
lagonist,  Fabiua,  iaimediaiel)'  occupied  all  the 
paases  of  the  mountains  and  ^^mishetl  their  eum- 
mils  with  his  legions.  The  Carthagentan  re- 
lieved himself  from  this  eul  de  me,  by  the  well 
known  atiaiagem  of  lighted  Agots  tied  apos 


the  horns  of  a  large  number  of  oxen.  But  the 
uufottoQate  guide  was  cnicilied.  If  the  oaae  of 
Colanel  Havne,  who  was  executed  at  Charleaton, 
in  the  Revelutiooary  war,  is  quoted  against  me, 
I  answer,  tbat  the  CommaDder-in-cbiell  Lord 
OotnwaJlis,  had  ptevioualy  issued  an  order  di> 
reeling  persons  taken  under  the  eirenmstances  in 
wbich  Cidaael  Hayne  was  anppoaed  to  be  in, 
shonld  be  pnniehed  with  dtath,  and  a  court  of 
inqairy  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  asceriainiag 
tbebcL  But  this  precedent  will  not  be  rdied 
apon,  when  it  is  known  how  much  and  how  s^ 
vera  censure  has  been  oast  upon  tbe  perpetratora 
of  that  bloody  deed,  in  England  as  well  aaia 
Amenca.  Indecdi,  all  the  ciicnuulaQeaa  which 
attended  the  ease  serve  to  show  that  a  Man- 
plete  trial  npou  all  such  occasions  is  essentially 
■Meeasanr  to  prevent  the  shedding  of  innoecBt 
Uood.  Colonel  Hayne  was  chama  with  haviag 
hotiie  arms  against  the  Btitisb,  after  having  takes 
a  protection  as  a  British  snlyeel.  This  is  an  o^ 
fence  of  a  similar  character  to  that  of  brewing  a 
parole,  or  one's  fighting  againat  the  natioa  to 
whom  he  is  a  prisoner  of  war.  Tbe  conn  satia- 
ficd  themselves  of  the  two  facts  of  bis  having  re- 
ceived a  pioieotion,  and'  afterwards  being  lakaa 
ia  arms.  Those  facts  were,  I  believe,  not  dgaiad 
by  the  Colonel;  but,  in  an  address  loLoid  Aaw- 
don,  after  be  was  seatencM^  the  Co1<hmI  deolared 
that,  if  be  had  had  a  fhir  trial  aBdaUawed  le  aead 
for  witnesses,  lie  would  have  been  aUe  to  justify 
his'eonduct.  This,  the  historian,  Oamsay,  ad* 
mile  be  m^ht  have  don^  and  conaidars  bin  a 
victim  to  British  veogeaiioe.  In  a  note  to  the 
history  of  South  Carolina,  tbe  opinion  of  a  Btit> 
isb  lawyer  upon  Colanel  Hayne's  case  i<  gives 
[Mr.  H.  bere  read  the  following  passHge:  "No 
'  enemy  can  be  senlcncad  lo  death  in  conse^uenca 
'  of  aay  military  article  oi  any  other  martial  p<o- 
■  cess  that  I  know  of,  without  a  prerloua  trial, 
'  except  spies,  who,  fay  the  articles  of  war,  ata 
'  expressly  debarred  from  that  right."]  I  hare 
already  shown  that  the  case  of  Captain  Asgill, 
wbieb  was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
KenlBcky,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  and  much  rdiad  upon 
by  a  geatleman  from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Smttn,) 
doea  not  eenttovert  the  piincipM  whioh  I  maift- 

In  all  the  cases  which  have  been  meaiiooed  la 
thecourseoftbe  debate,  wherean  Individual  enemy 
was  punished,  one  excepted,  which  occurred  at 
New  Orieani^  and  which  I  shall  hareafier  refer  lo, 
it  was  sBDctiooed  by  the  opinion  of  a  roilitatf 
court.  My  friends  from  Kentucky  and  Virginia 
(Uessrs.  JoHNflON  and  gTaoTUia)  hare  vary 
triumphantly  introduced  two  cases  in  support  (H 
their  opinion  of  the  omeipoieiicf  of  a  commander. 
The  first  is  the  ease  of  tbe  two  Biitiah  sergeants 
who,  in  the  Reroluiiooary  war,  attempted  to  se- 
duce ihe  Psnnsylrania  line  i  and  the  Utter,  of  a 
Briiish  officer,  who  was  shot  ia  South  Carolina, 
for  a  somewhat  similar  offence.  Now,  it  happeoa, 
nnforlunaiely  for  their  argument,  that  the  Drum- 
head court  which  tried  these  men,  is  to  ali  intents 
and  purposes  a  court  martial;  ordered  ia  ihe 
same  way,  and  constituted  in  the  same  way  aa 
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CTcry  olbei  eonrt  martial.  Tfae  onlf  iiSenace 
U,  tut  the  proceM  1j  eondiKied  with  mare  oala- 
ilf.  It  ii  called  a  Drutn-bcBd  eonrt,  bteaoM, 
bcJDC  ganerallr  in  the  field  where  ihete  is  no 
tabU,  t£e  judge adTvctte  writeinpoD  iwo  dramss 
one  placed  upon  ib«  otber;  aroiud  whioh  iha 

Eretident  and  mcmbert  of  the  court  anemtile.  I 
ave  lecD  two  *uch  oourts  ordered  bf  QeoMml 
Wayne ;  oDe  for  the  trial  of  an  Anwican  aoMiw, 
who  wai  ■enuncad  by  it  lo  be  ahoi  for  cewardiB*, 
and  the  ulber  for  (be  irial  of  Aitoine  LoMalle,  a 
Freachniaa,  who  wai  taken  within  Ibe  lia**  of 
onr  arnir,  after  tkc  action  of  ifae  SOtb  of  Anpiit, 
1794,  and  who  bad  fought  with  the  ladiana  on 
dMt  dar.  The  btder  to  undemand  ibi«  aDtgcct, 
it  mar  l>"  BMCMarjr  brieflr  to  name  ihe  aeveni 
triboMla  that  are  aefcaowledged  by  oar  military 
code.  Tb«y  are,  &iU,  the  ordinary  oonrla  mar- 
tial of  offeoees  committed  by  out  own  officers 
aR4  loldler^  aad  wbicb  arc  either  general  eoatU 
martial  fot  the  trial  of  capital  or  other  high 
•nmM,  n  rcgunantal,  deiaehaMut,  or  nrriaon 
•omrta,  for  the  trial  of  iBferioi  ofienem.  Stoosd, 
•Miftaaf  inquiry,  which  rtpwt  faoUonly,ukM 
icqnired  togifs  an  opiDioa,  out  which  proooonet 
Bv  aantetiee,  and  ia  ifaorerors  only  ao  interaoediaia 
touBL  Third,  boarde  of  war,  or  epeeial  OMiU 
ORual.    Ann,  fonrth,  coancils  of  war. 

Tb«  powers  and  datici  of  the  two  firat  are 
plinied  oDl  in  Ibe  articles  of  war.  Tfaeauthority 
to  order  th«  two  last,  is  a  prerocatire  of  crery 
CoBinaitding  Qencral,  given  to  him  byiheciu- 
Mm  of  war.  DiuinciJr  marhed  aa  the  powen 
aad  dotie*  of  the  two  latt  are,  I  wai  istoaiabed 
to  bear  them  coDfoonded,  oM  only  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, bat  by  the  eeBtlemaD  from  Virginia, 
(kir.  bxtth)  himieli  a  military  mau,  who  fata 
giT(ii  10  bia  conatry  a  rery  valaaUe  oompen- 
diwB  of  field  laelicB.  The  firit  is'  a  crimiaal 
tribonalj  the  latter  eseluiiTely  ooofiaed  to  the 
Bttr^wsa  of  adriaiB^  the  Qcueral  as  to  the  cotine 
he  IS  to  pursue,  with  r^ard  to  the  operadou  of 
his  army. 

It  is,  as  the  gentleman  has  said,  in  the  {Mwer 
ef  the  Oooeral  t«  adopt  or  r«jeci  ibeit  ownion, 
eithsron  the  who  la,  or  in  part,  as  be  cooMts. 
Hn  power  orer  the  ctimiaal  military  iribuooJi 
is  much  more  timiied.  By  the  aniclei  of  war, 
tha  sentence  of  a  eonrt  manial  caanot  be  oarrfed 
■Mo  effect  withoDt  the  approbation  of  the  Oea- 
«fBl  who  hat  ordered  the  court,  and  he  aaay  dia- 
approve  the  eeaLence  and  direct  ibe  prisoner  le 
be  ditobarged,  or  appiore  it,  aod  then  pardtm  the 
«NmlDal.  Custom  has  also  giren  him  the  power 
losend  backihe  proceedings  and  diteot  the  court 
to  re-cMmine  the  case,  sod  he  may  reeomoieDd 
a  diS^reai  seatence — one  mere  severe,  ifbe  thinks 
it  a  case  requiring  severity,  and  point  oot  any 
error  that  be  ooneeiTes  ibey  may  bave  commit- 
ted. Bnt  ibe  court  are  not  bound  by  his  r«oom- 
nendation — bnt  are  always  at  liberty  to  pass  the 
sentence  in  ctmformily  with  their  own  viewaof 
propriety.  This  seoteBce  be  may  either  ezecute 
or  not,  Bi  he  pleases,  or  he  may  eieoute  a  part 
and  remit  the  balance,  but  he  eannet  ehange  the 
•cnicnce  for  one  more  sevei^  or  even  inflict  a 


liffhter  panbhawit  than  that  wbich  Ihe  seMmet 
of  the  ooatt  direeia,  if  it  is  a  puBishment  ofa  dif- 
ferent kind.  Ha  cannot,  for  instance,  snbititnie 
wbippoig  for  death,  nac  cashiering  for  deaUi  } 
nor  can  there  be  any  possible  reaaon  why  ha 
should  have  way  greater  power  over  the  special 
criminat  tribaBBlLordend  by  him,  than  aver  tht 
ordinary  Muris.  But  whether  there  can  beaiy 
reason  given  for  it  or  not,  the  mutiel  law  gives 
bin  BO  other  powers,  and  I  defy  gentlemen  tt 
show  a  siaale  precedent  for  their  opinion.  Adjt 
on  Ganita  Martial,  pege  38;  "Gouts  martial  are 
'  at  present  brid  bf  the  same  anlhoritv  as  the 
'  other  courts  of  jadicalite  of  the  kingdom,  and 
'  the  Kiiig  and  his  Oenerai^  (whea  cmpowereil 
'  to  appoiot  then,)  has  the  some  prere^atiTC  of 
'  modemtio^  the  rigor  of  the  law,  aad  pardeniag 
'  and  remitiine  puoishmeat,  bnt  be  can  bi>  noia 
'  add  to,  HOT  aller  the  sentanee  of  a  court  mat- 
'  lial  than  be  cao  a  indgiaeat  givca  in  the  oourM 
'  of  law.  The  Kiag  bat  an  uBdoubted  right  ta 
'  dhniss  an  officer  or  soldier  from  his  scrrice, 
'  witbont  a  trial,  but  this  power  eumot  bias  a 
'  court  martial,  in  a  uwttw  left  to  their  deeisioi, 
'if  ucu  most  aolemDly  Bween  to  be  guided  bf 
'  their  oonsoieBoes,  and  to  administer  Justist 
*  without  partiality,  favor,  or  ^fectioD,  ean  bs 
'  trusted." 

It  is,  I  underatand,  a  twerogative  of  ibe  Crown 
of  OrcM  Britain,  to  order  a  special  court  at  oyir 
and  terminer,  ButtbeKingbasBoafltborityont 


he  has  a 

anticipate  the  objection  which  muy  be  msd^ 
that  this  commiasion  is  directed  to  persona  who 
are  alivady  judges.  Sir,  this  is  preoisely  tht 
case  with  the  military  tribunals ;  all  the  ofiean 
of  OBBimy  ase,  hy  law,  military  iudves,  and  wb«B 
the  ordinary  coircb  are  cousututed,  ihey  are  token 
indiscriuKoMely  hy  regular  detail.  In  the  eases 
of  speoial  ooniU,  the  practioe  ia,  I  bditvc,  IB 
designate,  «b  it  is  in  the  civil  courts,  aad  as  tba 
term  qumtim  aeeiBs  to  iosply.  A  reforenea  to 
the  origiu  of  conrta  mtMial,  as  well  as  the  atse* 
liee,  wui  show  that  I  am  correct.  All  tbe  mtisa 
of  oourts  martial  were  originally  perfonned  in 
Englaad  by  the  court  of  chivalry,  composed  af 
two  iudgea ;  this  cautinued  until  the  iHvil  srsra 
between  tbe  Patliaaent  and  Charles  I.,  wbea 
a  des^aatlen  of  a  particular  number  of  offioen^ 
by  name,  was  made  by  bqI  of  ParliaaKBt,  froai 
wboBB  twelve  were  to  be  taken  tu  form  coerti 
martial.  By  the  subeeqacnt  act,  oalted  the  nil' 
tiay  bill,  passed  in  1689,  after  tbe  Revolutloa, 
all  the  officers  were  made  liable  to  sit  on  ecnrti 
martial,  and  the  prasliee  has  been  coatinned  ia 
Eogland,  and  adopted  by  us,  10  tbe  present  day. 
From  Ibe  whole  of  these  preniaea,  lam  aothw- 
ised  to  draw  the  fellowing  conclusions: 

1st.  That  prisMiers  of  war,  In  this  country,  are 
not  at  the  arbitrary  disposal  of  tbe  commanajag 
Oeneral,  or  Ibe  Presiduit  of  the  UniUd  Stste^ 
but,  that  they  ate  under  the  proteedoo  of  Uw^ 
or  of  customs  haviag  the  anthorilT  of  laws-  la 
addition  to  the  precede&ls  to  wbica  1  hsve  refer- 
red, 1  find  in  Adye,  p.  S,  that  the  r«hts  of  pria- 
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oners  trers  ooder  ibe  protefltian  of  the  coarl  of 
chivalnr. 

3d.  That  when  a  charge  is  made  open  a  pri»- 
oner,  for  >  crime  corDmitled  by  himself,  he  it  to 
ba  allowed  a  fair  triel  by  a  board  of  officers,  eon- 
Mi  tvtia  it  a  (peeial  ooarl. 

3d.  That  orer  ibe  proeeediap  of  this  eoari, 
ibe  Oeneral  hat  do  greater  or  other  aathortty  Ihaa 
be  bai  over  the  imMseedinga  of  ordinary  coar» 
omriiBl. 

By  applying  these  prinelplttt  to  the  trials  and 
ezeeoiioD  of  Arbathnot  and  Ambrister,  I  am  led 
to  the  eonalasiOB  that  the  trial  of  both  was  cor- 
rect, bat  ibat  the  exeention  of  Ambrister  was 
wrong,  because  it  was  not  in  accordance  to  the 
sentence  t^  the  eoun.  It  is  ibe  first  instance,  I 
beliere,  where  any  man  was  pnnisbed  by  death 
in  opposition  to  the  sentence ;  nor  is  there,  that  I 
know  of,  bat  a  single  instance,  where  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  court  did  not  save  the  life  of 
the  accused.  T be  one  to  which  I  allode,  it 
case  of  Admiral  Byng,  who  was  sboi  ia  the  year 
1745,  although  the  court  Dnanimouslf  recom- 
mended bim  to  the  merer  of  the  King.  It  was  a 
teeommendaiion,  too,  under  citcumUaDces  wbich 
gyve  it  a  claim  to  more  than  ordinary  allcotioo  ; 
uideod,  it  migbt  almost  be  coDsideted  w  a  seeoMl 


bathnot  Qpoii  the  croaad  ibat  be  was  senMBMd 
'by  a  legal  iribiinalT  It  bas  been  objected  to  by 
my  friend  from  Sootb  Carolina  (Mr.  LowttoBe) 
because  he  wns  a  non-combatant,  taken  oat  of  a 
neatral  fort;  and  by  otber  gentlemen,  from  de- 
Atct  in  the  lesfimony.  His  being  a  non  comba- 
taot,  sbonld  not  hare  saved  him^  if  It  was  ascer- 
tained, upon  bis  trial,  tbai  be  siimnlaled  the  In- 
dians to  their  barbarous  warrare,  which  pays  no 
respect  to  non-combatants ;  nor  sliould  I  imagine 
that  bis  being  found  ia  a  neutral  furt  should  have 
prevented  hjs  pontshment,  if  tbe  taking  the  fort 
could  hare  been  justified  on  other  gronuds.  The 
sourt,  at  least,  could  know  nothing  of  Oeneral 
Jackson's  orders,  and  must  hare  supposed  that 
be  was  properly  attlhorized  to  take  iL  With 
regard  to  the  snppoted  defect  in  tbe  testimony, 
u  I  am  no  lawyer,  I,  [lethaps,  may  b«  likely  lo 
form  an  erroneous  opinion,  bnt  it  does  appear  to 
me  to  be  tbe  best  that  the  nature  of  ibe  oaae 
would  admit  of.  I  will  further  add,  (bat,  al- 
thoogh  it  appears  to  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
role,  by  the  writers  on  the  manial  law,  tbai  the 
rolea  of  eridenceDsed  in  cItjI  courts,  are  appli- 
cable lo  military  courts  also,  yet,  from  the  pro- 
eeedings  of  courts  martial,  wbicn  I  have  either 
■een  or  read,  it  is  evident  tnat  greater  latitude  is 
allowed  to  obtain  tbe  opinions  of  witnesses  than 
in  civil  courts.  As  evidence  of  this,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  McArthur's  Treatise  on  Courts  Mar- 
tial, and  to  his  report  of  the  trials  of  Admiral 
Keppel,  Lord  Qeorge  Sackville,  and  QeDeral 
Wbitelock,  in  all  of  which  tbe  court  sustained 
tbe  propriety  of  wiioesses  giving  opinions  to  an 
extent  unknown,  1  beliere,  in  civil  courts.  I  am 
aware,  sir,  of  the  objeetioa  which  may  be  made 
to  tbe  opinion  I  bate  given  of  tbe  necesuty  of 
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trying  these  men,  viz.,  that,  as  they  had  ideutiSed 
themselves  with  the  ladiacs,  they  were  subject 
to  the  same  summary  punishment  that  was  used 
with  the  savages  themselves.  I  admit  the  right 
to  puBish  these  white  men  to  the  fullest  extent, 
but,  I  believe  there  is  no  ease  in  which  an  inves- 
tigation is  more  necessary  than  a  charge  of  this 
kind  ;  for^  ehould  we  adopt  it  as  a  role  lo  hang 
every  white  man  whom,  in  time  of  war,  we  find 
in  tbe  Indian  country,  or  even  in  arms  against 
01,  we  shall  punish  not  only  innocent,  but  often 
very  meritorious  men.  Socb  are  found  among 
the  Indians  of  the  northwest,  either  made  pris- 
oners at  an  early  age,  or  induced,  for  the  sake  of 
traffic,  to  serve  among  them.  In  the  long  war 
whieh  was  terminated  by  the  peace  of  Greenville, 
many  of  their  traders  are  known  to  have  impov- 
erished themselves  by  redeeming  our  captives, 
sotire  of  them  from  the  flames.  It  is  known,  too, 
that  many  of  Ihem  were  forced  to  fight  in  tbe 
Indian  ranks  at  the  battle  of  the  Rapids.  It  is 
not  a  little  remarkable  thai  tbe  Keniiemen  who 
have  advocated  the  omnipoiency  of  the  com- 
mandiflg  General  over  the  lives  of  his  prisoners, 
should  hare  paid  so  little  respect  lo  the  opinion 
of  General  Jackson. 

It  is  impossible,  after  an  examination  of  tbe 
doeumeaiB  npoo  the  subject  of  tbe  trial  of' Am- 
brister and  Arbuthnot,  not  to  believe  that  his 
opinion,  as  to  tbe  necessity  of  a  trial,  precisely 
corresponds  with  that  which  I  have  given.  In 
his  despatches  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  says, 
that  these  men  were  legally  tried,  legally  sen. 
fenced,  and  legally  executed.  Now,  what  is  a 
legal  trial,  btit  bj  «  court  eonsiituted  according 
to  law?  Nor  would  the  contt  have  sofiered  it' 
self  to  be  made  use  of  as  an  illegal  iostrument  to 
efleci  any  porpose.  It  was  composed  of  some  of 
tbe  most  intelligent  officers  of  the  army.  They 
would  not  have  organixed  themselves  as  a  court, 
unless  they  knew  that  the  order  under  which 
they  aasemUed  was  one  sanctioned  by  the  mar- 
tial law.  The  genilemau  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Sawtix)  said  (and  I  believe  he  only  re- 
peated what  had  been  said  by  several  others) 
that  the  eourt  could  only  have  been  ordered  as  a 
eoort  of  inquiry.  At  the  lime  that  gentlemen 
are  paying  the  highest  camplimeais  to  General 
Jackson,  for  his  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
they  will  not  allow  lo  him,  and  a  select  number 
of  his  officers,  a  knowledge  of  the  most  common 
principle:  of  their  profession.  Sir,  1  have  heard 
opinions  given  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  with 
regard  to  tbe  powers  of  a  General  over  his  pris- 
oaers  of  war,  which,  I  am  persuaded,  neither 
General  Jackson,  nor  any  of  the  officers  of  our 
army,  would  sanetioD.  That  there  are  bounds 
to  the  law  of  obedience  in  the  execution  of  pris- 
oners, gentlemen  will  find,  by  referring  to  tbe 
refusal  of  a  division  of  ine  French  army,  in 
Egypt,  10  execute  a  bloody  order  of  General  Bo- 
naparta ;  an  order  and  execution  which  may  have 
been  denied,  but,  unfortunately  for  the  fame  of 
the  General,  has  never  been  disproved. 

Sir,  I  am  sure  Oeneral  Jackson  would  never 
have  isaaed  aacb  an  order.    It  gives  ma  plenann 
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to  state,  upon  (be  uiUiorily  of  an  iioaorable  g<ii- 
.  lUmaa  of  this  Houae,  who  was  an  eye-witneu, 
that  DO  man  could  have  acted  with  mote  humaD- 
iljr  than  the  General  did  to  the  priioner«,  after 
the  battle  of  the  Hone  Shoe ;  that  not  oiilr  evtty 
warrior  was  spared  who  surrendered  himaeir,  but 
tbat  several  of  our  own  men  lost  their  live*  in 
•IteoiptiiiC  to  MVe  aome  ob«liaaIe  iodiridokls 
who  refused  to  sutteBder ;  and  that,  although  hia 
ovn  troops  were  sufieriog,  be  would  not  permit 
the  corn  of  the  Indians  to  be  taken  from  ibem. 
and  that  the  wounded  Indian*  were  draised  aod 
Uken  cate  ofu  his  own  men.  But,  shonld  any 
fuinre  eommaoder  undertake  to  execute  the  pow- 
an  over  hit  prisoners,  which  gentlemen  are  dis- 
p(wed  (o  allow  him,  I  am  persuaded  that  losuu- 
qkeaU  for  his  purpose  could  not  he  found  ia  an 
American  armf,  and  he  would  be  answered  a*  a. 
tjiannical  French  King  was  laswered  br  a  luag- 
nanimous  officer—"  I  am  the  soldier  of  ny  cjoun- 
trr,  but  not  its  ezecutioner ;  jaa  must  seek  e^- 
TBere  fof  tuch  instruments." 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tall- 
XAOOk)  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  allitded  to 
tn  event  of  the  ReTolntionary  war  (for  what 

{lurpose  t  did  not  well  undertland,  as  I  waa  not 
ortanate  enough  to  hear  the  whole  of  the  geo- 
lleman's  remails)  in  a  manner  calculated  not 
only  to  cast  a  shade  orer  the  eharajsiei  of  one  of 
our  greatest  military  heroes,  but  upon  tbat  of  tbe 
eouniry  Itself.  I  extremely  regret,  sir,  the  ab- 
■ence  of  the  gentleman,  as  well  aa  tbe  cause  of 
II  If  he  were  in  hit  seat,  I  am  persuaded  that 
bis  candor  would  induce  him  to  retract  an  error 
into  which  he  has  been  led  by  a  partial  and  pre- 

iadiced  historian  of  our  Rerolutionary  contest, 
n  speaking  of  the  storming  of  the  fortress  of 
Stony  Point,  hy  a  detachment  of  the  American 
army  under  the  command  of  Qeneral  Wayne, 
the  gentleman,  upon  the  authority  of  Qordou,  a 
British  historian,  said  tbat  "  on  that  night  laiali- 
iftioa,  oaf,  rsTenge,  drank  its  fill,  that  the  iro«pi 
were  stimulated  to  this  feeling  by  the  watch- 
word, Remember  the  Paalx."  Sir,  I  »ke  upon 
myself  to  assert  tbat  the  historian  Gordon  has 
totally  misrepresented  the  whole  of  that  traotat 
tlon;  and  I  would  refer  the  honorable  aeatlema 
to  the  American  work  written  by  tbe  Chief  Jnt. 
tice  of  the  United  States  from  the  most  authentic 
documents,  to  show  thai  he  has  done  so.  It  ia 
expressly  stated  in  that  history,  that  no  blood 
was  shed  after  the  enemjrccased  to  resist, and,  of 
course,  tbat  revenge  had  no  pert  in  tbe  affair; 
nor  was  the  watchword  such  as  the  gentlegiaD 
has  supposed.  "  The  fort  u  our  own,"  was  the 
watchword,  and  was  Bret  giren  hy  the  then  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Posey  at  he  mounted  the  parapeL 
More  fortunate  in  that  particular  than  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  I  knew  Qen- 
eral Wayne  personally  and  intimately.  The  foul 
passion  of  rerenge  never  had  a  pUce  io  his  noble 
and  generous  bosom.  It  was  for  his  country 
alone  that  he  fought,  and  the  blood  of  her  ene- 
mies was  never  shed  by  hts  order  but  in  lawful 
tndopen  warfare,  or  as  just  and  necessary  re lal- 
laiiDD,  in  which  personal  feeling  could  have  no 


iaflBeaee.  Ym,  air,  I  well  recoUeel  hi*  fioie  Una 
eye,  as  easy  to  be  melted  at  the  soft  voice  of  pity 
as  it  WM  pioqpt  to  kindle  with  martial  ardor  at 
tbe  Bouod  of  the  trumpet. 

UndersiandinKiMt.  Chairman,  tbaugemlemaa. 
wbois  to  follow  me  in  thedebsic^  intends  toeall  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  correepoajenca  of 
mine  with  a  British  commander  during  the  late  war, 
-  which  tbe  doctrine  irfreialiatioiB  is  placed  ttpoa 


liltee,  I  iuusi  r  , 
ibe  Clerk  to  reiid  a  letter  to  Gcaeral  TineeBt,  ia 
the  Fall  of  1813.*    Thaie  is  itMbing  in  tbia  lettet 


'"  Bat,  n 


,  theea  it  aaolhat  « 


lUeet  OMM  w^Ub  1 
TiU  iha  Udiau  who 

of  His  Britannic  M^caQ  ba 

■aOered  to  conliane  that  boiribta  apedee  of  wuftn 
which  thej  have,  as  heretofbro,  practitad  againat  oal 
troops — and  those  still  more  horrible  depredaliou 
upon  the  peaciabla  inhabilasta  of  our  &m)tier«1  I 
hire  snflcieDt  evidence  to  show  that  eVea  the  latter 
has  not  alwsji  been  perpetrated  by  small  putiaa  of 
vtgrant  ladttru^  acting  at  a  diatance  from  W  Blitith 
■rmf.  Some  of'tbe  mott  alrocioai  InatniDea  hm 
occurred  noder  tbe  ey«e  rf  Ae  BiitiA  eoBunaBAat  anj 
the  head  of  tbe  Indian  dewUMnL  I  thaU  gua  1^ 
the  (ragedy  of  the  river  Hakia,  audi) 
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the  defeMef  Oalend  Dadtoy,  and  aelect  Aiee  odw 
iaatanoee  of  aavage  baibari^,  OMuaittad.  vadai  He 
anapiee*  of  Geaeral  ProMoc.  In  tbe  begiominc  tttam 
a  emea  party  of  IndiaaK  condMted  by  u  ONam 
tUM,  who  I  believe  ia  mw  with  the  Biiiialt  afBj 
under  your  conmand,  left  Maiden,  in  bark,  aafa*^  w 
which  they  coasted  Lake  Stie,  to  the  mouth  of  PaHa|* 
nver;  the  canees  ware  tsken  acroa*  the  Porlsg*,!* 
the  Sandnak;  liay,  over  which  the  par^  proceadsd  ts 
the  Cold  creek,  and  from  thence,  bj  lanil,  to  tba  tal- 
Uementa  upon  that  riier,  where  they  captured  three 
familici,  consbtiiig  of  one  man  and  tftelva  women  tad 
children.  After  taking  the  pritonere  eone  diiliace, 
one  of  tbe  women  was  illtcovered  to  he  onaUatoke*; 
np  with  then,  in  consequence  of  her  ad  vacced  stale 
of  preirnancy.  She  was  immedialely  tomabawfcMl, 
atnpped  naked,  her  womb  lipped  open,  and  Ibe  chiM 
taken  oQt  Three  or  fenr  of  Ibe  Children  were  sl» 
ceesivBly  bntebered,  aa  they  diaoorered  their  ieekifity 
la  keep  op  with  the  par^.  Upon  the  araivaJ  ef  the 
Indiana  st  Maiden,  two  or  tliree  of  Uie  priaoaan  WSM 
teaeomed  by  CoIddsI  SliMt,  sad  the  othtis  by  llu 
citiaena  ef  Detroit,  where  they  remained  oalit  tbty 
vrere  taken  off  by  their  friend^  npen  the  mc«v«ey  « 
that  jdaee  by  onr  amy.  I  nndentaikd  that  the  Hvtfe 
chief  received  Iram  Colonel  ElUoU  a  repriiMiW  At 
hiacnultj. 

On  the  seth  and  iOlb  of  the  same  month,  a  jarfe 
party  of  ludiana  were  sent  from  Maiden,  on  a  war  ex- 
pedition, to  Lower  Banduiky.  At  a  farm-hoese  near 
that  place,  they  murdered  a  whole  familj,  conottaf 
of  a  man,  bis  wife,  ion,  and  daughter. 

During  the  last  attack  upon  Fort  Meigs,  by  Geceitl 
Proctor,  a  party,  headed  by  a  Seoeca,  and  intimsle 
friend  of  Tecumaah,  was  «ent  to  endesTor  to  delsd 
from  onr  interest  the  Sh&wsneae  of  Wipochsnits.  In 
their  way  thither  they  mnrdered  several  men,  and  one 
woman  who  was  working  in  a  cornfield. 

I  have  selected,  sir,  the  above  from  a  loaf  bl  of 
dmilar  instances  of  barbarity,  wbteh  the  bisloiy  of  the 
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tneoiKHlciit  with  tlw  pr4nni4e«  wUsb  I' have 
■draased.  If  it  wmn  otbnwiw,  I  could  thelter 
tnfMlf  under  an  act  of  Coogrn^  puied  ■(  the 
•WRJOB  befora  the  lettar  waa  wrttien,  esprcaelf 
gtring  the  power  which  it  claimi.  Bat,  «a  I  had 
■BDoh  rather  that  the  Gomaiiitec  ihoiild  bare 
rrasoa  to  cemnre  mjr  jadffnmt  than  conceal  uiy 

Eitof  the  transactioB,!  coarcH  that  I  did  not 
ow,  when  the  lener  was  wiittf  a,  thai  an;  Bach 
act  had  paiaed.  It  wai  ror  eooairaction  of  the 
biwv  of  naiiona  that  we  bada  right  to  aw  the  [a- 
diaoa  who  wen  od  out  udeia  the  Mine  way  that 
oar  enemiea  did  with  tbeirr  I  knew  do  other 
ynj  of  putiiDga  stop  to  tbe  massacre  of  our  cit- 
izeni,coDiJaocd  that  reialiatiair  upon  the  hidlaas 
^roold  be  uoeUw— and  ibai,  If  the  Brituh  oom- 
iBaadera  were  ioaenNble  to  the  claioMof  biman- 
Uf,  the  crieaof  their  owD  lafajeoM  would  reaob 
tlie  Brtlioh  Thtoaai  aad  by  that  neani  eghctaal 
moainm  wbuU  b*  adopted  to  reeiraia  tfacir  bai- 
buouvalliea.  Bai,alr,  Ifoaudtieaaiettolhreaiea 
reialiaiioD  than  to  execute  it.  When  the  ihoek- 
log  aceac  acisd  apon  Cold  creek  wai  fint  coro- 
unukated  to  me,  i  not  ooly  pronuMd  to  retaliate 
by  leitiag  looae  our  lodiaos  upon  their  settlemeoia, 
btti  I  made  a  folena  tow  Ibat  I  woald  do  it.  li 
ia  oeedhn  lo  itjr,  that,  when  I  eoiefcd  Canada 
■nd  Mw  twlplets  woneo  oolleeted  in  a  huddle  ai 
a  aort  of  proieatioD  agaiatt  the  pomhiliir  of 
oMrage,  aad  iBaoe«Dl  children  placing  before  the 


laat  ftftSBU  montlu  ooold  famiih,  beoaMt 
parpetoated,  if  DM  in  the  view  of  Um  BiitiWic 
£7  patUae  who  oami  immediatalj  from  hii  caii^  and 
TBtHiDsd  to  it — who  eieii  laGMTsd  thair  daily  anwort 
from  the  Kiog'a  atorea — and  nho,  in  (act,  (aa  the  doe- 
tuaeota  in  my  poaMaaion  will  ahow,)  torm  a  part  of 
hia  aimj. 

To  retaliate,  Iheo,  apoii  the  aubjecta  of  the  King, 
would  faiTe  boeo  juatified  by  the  lawa  of  war  and  the 
naagea  of  the  moat  ciiiliMd  uationa.  To  do  so  has 
moat  amply  been  in  my  power.  The  tide  of  fortune 
haa  changed  in  oni  Aivor,  and  an  eitenaiTa  and  flonr- 
iahing  proriQce  opened  to  onr  *rma>  Noi  hare  tha 
butrtimenta  of  Tengeance  beao  wanting.  Tbe  aaT> 
asaa,  who  aned  to  a>  fci  met^,  would  Btadlr  have 
abown  Uteir  oUiow  Is  it  by  re-actiag  open  the  Tbunea 
Oie  bloody  leenea  of  Saudoaky  and  Cold  oreak.  A 
aingle  iign  of  approbation  would  ha«a  bwn  aofflctent 


■  of  zaina  ia  withholding  it. 
If  the  aaTtgea  ahoold  be  again  let  loose  upon  aur  aet- 
Ueneala,  I  ahalL  with  jnatneaa,  be  aocosed  of  haTing 
•aorifieod  the  interaata  and  honor  of  djj  connlry,  and 
theliTeaof  oui  fellow-citixens,  to  feelioga  ormiitakan 
humanity.  You  are  ■  eolJier,  lir,  and,  as  I  uncerel; 
believe,  poaaesa  all  the  honorable  aeotimenta  whiijl 
ought  alwaya  to  be  fbnnd  in  men  who  follow  the  pro- 
fiaaion  of  anna.  Uae,  then,  I  pray  you,  your  aQthority 
and  inflaence  to  atop  that  dreadful  eSiision  of  jonocent 
blood  which  proceeda  &am  the  employment  of  thoae 
aavage  monstera,  whoae  aid,  (as  must  now  be  diaeot- 
•Ted,)la  ao  little  tobe  depended  on  when  most  wanted, 
and  which  can  have  ao  ttifling  eu  effect  upon  tba  iaaoe 
tt  the  war.  The  eSaet  of  thair  barbatitiea  will  not  be 
eooBned  to  the  present  generation  :  age*  yet  to  coaie 
wyiiM  the  deap-iootedhatrad  and  euai^  which  th^  ] 


dfiori  of  thiir  coltaget,  that  I  net  only  fort>i»«  to 
ezeeute  the  promiBe  10  retaliate,  but  I  iofoimed 
the  Indian*  that,  if  they  offered  the  least  vioteaoe 
to  the  peraoni  of  tha  iDbabitaais,  I  would  haag 
the  perpetrator  to  the  first  lt«e  i  aad  tbe  order 
lailhfnllr   obeyed.    Mjr  vow, 


he  augel  of  mercy  shall  bare  dropped  upaa  it  a 
leai  and  blotted  it  out  forcTef . 

I  am  new,  air,  to  coaaider  tbe  reeolulioa  in  re- 
latioQ  10  Ibe  ocoupaiiou  of  the  Spaniih  pMU.  I 
agree  entirely  with  iboee  gentlemen  who  di«ai>- 
prove  of  it,  as  the  exerciae  of  a  power  exctuaifuy 
Tested  in  the  National  Legi»Ulure.  The  urn- 
menis  in  a npport  of  ihii  opiaioo  have  bee*  so  aCly 
end  so  raoeaily  brought  to  the  riew  of  tbe  Com- 
ratttee,  by  my  frienda  who  have  preeeded  me  ia 
the  debate,  a*  to  l^ve  ma  liltlo  10  add.  apon  ihii 

Ktt  of  the  subjeoL  I  admit  rhe  right  of  Qeaenl 
cksoD  (0  follow  tbe  Indians  into  Florida,  but  [ 
hare  ao(  boMi  atJe  to  dtscorcr  that  nailitaty  at- 
ceuiiT  by  which  alooe  tbe  aeiziag  of  Pensacola 
and  Baranaaa  eould  be  justified  uailer  ihelawaof 
nations.  1  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  Cummiitee  the 
opiuion  of  8B  auihei  of  high  atandiag,  who  has 
DOi  hitherto  been  referred  to  in  (be  course  of  tbta 
debate.  Byukerahoek,  I>aws  of  War,  page  58 : 
"  But  be  who  commits  hottlliiies  upon  the  lerri- 
'  toriesofaf/iend  to  both  parties,  makes  war  upon 
'  tbe  BoveraigD  who  governs  them,  and  who,  by 
'  his  laws,  coerces  every  Titdenee  by  whomaoevei 
'  it  may  tw  committed."  In  page  S3  he  proceeds: 
"Ida  DOl  pretend  that  the  coaquerot  may  aot 
'justly  pursue  the  oooquerod  fleet,  even  though 
'  he  should  be  driven  to  the  territory  of  a  oeuitu. 


must  ^Mdnse  bstwasn  the  two  nations.  I  daprsoata 
most  sioosral;  the  dreadful  altematiTe  which  wilt  be 
oflered  to  me,  should  they  be  contiaued ;  but  I  sd- 
emnly  declare,  that  if  tha  Indians  tliat  raiaain  undai 
the  indnence  of  the  Biitiah  Qovemment  are  aufiered 
to  commit  any  depredatians  upon  the  citiieDa  within 
the  district  that  is  committed  to  my  protsction,  I  will 
lemoTe  the  raatrictiona  which  have  hitherto  bean  in> 
poaed  upon  those  who  have  ofibred  their  aerrlcas  to 
the  Unitsd  Btates,  and  diract  them  to  carrv  on  the 
war  in  their  own  way.  I  have  noTar  heard  a  aingle 
sTonas  for  the  employment  of  the  aavagea  bj  joor 
GoTsmaMDt,  nnisas  we  can  credit  tbe  story  of  some 
Btitiah  officer  barring  dared  to  aaaert  that,  "  aa  we 
employed  tha  Keatnokiana,  yon  had  s  right  to  make 
BM  of  tbe  lodkns." 

If  auch  injuHoua  aentimenia  bate  really  prevailed, 
to  the  prejudice  of  a  brave,  well  informed,  virtuona 
people,  it  will  be  removed  by  the  rapreaeutatioiiB  of 
your  efficeis  who  wue  lately  taken  upon  the  rivat 
Thome*.  They  will  inform  you,  air,  that  so  for  ttom 
ofiering  any  violence  to  the  petsoikf  of  thair  priaoaeo^ 
Ihtie  taeagei  would  not  p«mit  a  word  to  escape  then 
which  was  calculated  to  woand  or  insult  theb  teehnga, 
and  this,  too,  with  the  aufieriegs  of  their  friends  and 
reUtives,  at  the  river  Raieia  and  Miami,  fresh  npon 
their  recollection.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  HBNBY  HABRlaON. 

P.  8. 1  pledge  myself  far  the  bath  of  the  above 
atatsmsnt  m  relstioa  to  ths  mvrdsrs  comtaiitlsd  by  fte 
Indiana.  W.  H.  H." 
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'  BdC,  I  ttpproTe  the  direction  of  the  Stkin  Oeo- 
'  eral  in  their  decree  of  the  10th  October,  1653, 
'  to  ibslatn  from  Tjojeoce  in  the  port  itgelf.  b«- 
'  ntwe  violence  coold  not  be  done  there  witnovt 
'  danger  to  the  Deainl.  On  this  principle,  it  is 
'  Dot  lawrol  to  begin  tn  ilLaek  on  tea  near  the  land 
'  wilbin  abot  of  ibe  cannon  from  the  fortrewea,  bat 
'  il  i>  Uwfal  to  coDtioae  an  attack  alteadjr  com- 
'  raeneed,  and  pursue  the  eatmy  into  a  jurisdio- 
■  tional  lea,  even  close  to  the  land,  or  into  a  river, 
'  bay,  or  creek,  provided  we  spare  the  fortresses, 
'  thoagb  Ibev  should  auiit  ibe  eoemj',  lod  pro- 
'  Tided  there  ba  no  kind  of  danger  to  our  friends." 
In  the  following  page,  the  same  anifaor  says:  "The 
law  is  the  same  on  the  land  a*  on  the  sea."  This 
avtboiity  ihea  is  conclDsira  ihKl  ihe  taking  pos- 
acsslon  of  Pensacola  aod  Baranctts  by  Oeneral 
Jackson  was  an  act  of  war,  which  could  oaly  be 
authorized  by  a  declaiaiion  of  war,  and  thai  dec- 
kralioD  the  ConstiiDtioD  of  this  coontry  vests  in 
Congress  alone.  The  geotleman  frotn  Missis- 
rippi  has  referred  to  some  instancea  of  unanlhor- 
ited  hostiliiics  by  a  subordinate  officer,not  being 
considered  by  Ihe  nation  against  whom  they  were 
directed  as  eanse  of  war.    Wherever  this  did  hap- 

Een,  siTgit  is  very  certain  that  the  aggressing  party 
ad  thrown  the  gauntlet,  and  had  put  the  peace 
beyond  their  control  if  the  other  had  been  dis- 
pMed  to  war.  A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  honor  to 
•Iftte  to  the  House  the  circumstances  which  at- 


tended the  I 


ppearan 


:eof  the  Ai 


fore  the  British  posts  at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami, 
IB  Ihe  year  17W.  So  perfectly  convinced,  sir, 
were  the  British  aatioa  that  the  attack  of  that 
post  would  have  prodnced  war  between  the  two 
nalioDs,  that  the  merchsnis  of  London  presented 
Uaior  Campbell,  the  commandant  of  tbe  post, 
with  their  thanks,  and  a  service  of  plate  for  his 
forbearance  in  declining  the  challenge  which 
General  Wayne  seemed  to  have  offered. 

That  tbe  condact  of  General  Jackson,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Spanish  potts,  was  unauthorized  by 
the  President;  that  he  considered  it  as  sn  uncon- 
siilutiooal  act,  is  evident  from  hi:i  having  agreed 
to  restore  them  to  Spain  without  tbe  auinority  of 
a  law  of  Congress.  If  these  posts  were  a  legal 
acquisinon  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  could  oo  more  surrender  them  by  his 
own  aaihority,  than  he  could  restore  to  Great 
Britain  the  frigate  Macedonian,  or  any  other  cap- 
ture made  during  the  late  war.  The  larritory 
aequired  by  the  arms  of  the  oation  in  legal  war- 
tare  IS  the  property  of  the  naiion,  and  cannoi  be 
dupoaed  of  by  the  Execotive  authority  alone. 
Bat,  air,  however  strongly  confirmed  I  msy  be  in 
the  opiaion,  that,  in  tsktng  the  Spanish  posts,  ihe 
General  not  only  exceeded  his  orders,  and  that 
too  without  the  necessity  for  doipg  so,  which  has 
been  made  ihe  ground  of  bis  defence,  I  am  unwil- 
ling to  cast  any  censure  upon  bim  but  what  may 
be  Ihe  conjequence  of  the  as^rtion  of  the  rights 
ot  this  House,  Ibe  sacred  depository  of  ihe  liber- 
ties of  Ihe  people.  Nor  can  I  possibly  conceive 
U»l  tbe  passage  of  the  resolution  will  do  tbe  least 
mjutf  lo  General  Jackson  as  a  man  or  as  a  oom- 
maniler;  that  there  would  be  lesa  inclination  in 


this  Hooae  or  the  n: 

command,  ihaa  the  .   

invealigation  bad  taken  plaee.  The  decision  of 
one  man  or  any  body  of  men  againat  (ha  dtcision 
of  another,  when  the  motives  are  considered  cor* 


supposed  to  inflict  any  injnry.  A  su- 
perior court  pronouncea  the  seatence  of  an  infe> 
tior  wrong,  n neon stilu tional.  Indeed,  tbe  8a- 
preme  Goort  of  tbe  United  States  have  thai  power 
as  it  regards  a  law  passed  by  Congr»s.  So  has 
tbe  President,  and  it  has  been  exercised  withont, 
as  1  am  pcrenadedj  a  single  individual  memhet 
feeling  himself  insulted  or  aggrieved  by  ihede- 

Hr.  Chairman,  it  is  atwava  a  matter  of  delicacy 
to  examine  the  moliveeof  the  eonductof  an  indi- 
vidual.  I  think  however  that  in  the  pttMat  coat 
such  an  examination  is  not  only  proper  for  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  case,  but  it  ia'so 
as  a  matter  of  jnaiice  to  Qeneral  JackHn,  and 
particularly  as  it  relates  to  tbe  charge  of  diiobe* 
dience  of  orders. 

A  military  officer  is  frequently  in  siinationa  of 
great  delicacy  and  danger,  arising  from  tbe  serer- 
iiy  of  the  general  principles  of  doty,  and  tbf 
andefined  nature  of  thoee  which  are  someliraes 
permitted  to  control  them.  In  the  articles  of  war 
he  finds  one  which  claims  from  him,  in  oalters 
of  duty,  uolimited  obedience  to  his  superiors,and 
he  looks  in  vain  for  an  exception  to  shelter  hia 
from  the  death  or  disgrace  which  is  tbe  eonn- 
quence  of  his  neglect.  Kxceptioos  are  however 
admittedioexist,  in  which  disobedience  may  not 
only  meet  with  impunity,  bat  become  an  impc- 
rioas  daty,  and  from  the  consequences  aiteadiag 
it  obtain  for  him  the  highest  rewards  from  his 
country.  Stngnlar  as  it  may  appear,  no  man  eaa 
serve  long  in  an  army  without  being  called  npon 
to  decide  between  a  plain,  written,  positive  law, 
denouocing  the  severest  puoishmeat  for  disobe- 
dience, and  the  unwrilieo  undefined  exceptions 
which  be  is  left  to  discover  by  his  own  sagacity. 
It  is  a  case  full  of  difficulty  aod  danger.  The 
prudent  cautious  man  pursues  the  broad  track  of 
ordinary  rules,  adhering  Is  tbe  letter  of  his  io- 
structions,  avoiding  responsibility,  and  making 
his  personal  safety  his  priDcipar  object  Tbe 
more  generous  and   enthusiastic  spirit  will  fre- 

Suently  do  that  which  the  common  ;irtneiples  of 
my  will  not  authorize,  and  rest  his  justification 
upon  Ihe  purity  of  his  motives.  These  however 
be  is  folly  aware  wilt  not  always  save  him;  a&d 
indeed  such  is  the  necessary  rigor  of  marilal  law, 
that  bis  JDstiScaiion  must  rest  almost  exclusively 
npon  the  result  of  the  course  he  pursues.  It  will 
be  in  vain  for  a  General  who  commands  the 
wing  of  an  army,  and  loses  a  battle  by  a  disobe- 
dience of  orders,  to  shelter  himself  under  tli<  cot- 
reciness  of  bis  intentions.  He  must  show  that 
the  ibiog  he  did  was  right,  and  the  best  evidence 
of  iu  being  riaht  is  the  success  that  attends  it. 
Under  this  awiul  responsibility,  with  (he  rigor  of 
the  law  hanging  over  his  bead,  every  military 
man  may  not  ouly  disobey  an  order,  but  in  par- 
ticular siiualione  he  may  do  things  wbieh  in 
common  cases  he  would  shudder  bat  to  (hink  ot 
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If  for  iniUnce  the  sMOod  in  cMnmand  at  Wnt 
Point,  when  ArDold  designed  to  bsTeiarrendered 
it  to  (be  eaemy,  bad  MtiiSwl  himsstf  from  the 
ciTonmttanees  before  him  that  iTeaeberr  waa 
medilBled  br  hii  commaDder,  he  thonid  hare 
■eized  bii  peraon  and  taken  tbe  command.  But 
the  coD««aDeneea  flowing  from  aucb  an  example 
are  lo  awiul  that  I  do  not  see,  ander  any  circnra- 
■lancei,  how  a  court  martial  coatd  do  otherwise 
than  aeniBDce  him  to  saOer  death,  lo  suttain  the 
tigot  of  discipline.  I  would  do  ao ;  and  pardon, 
honor,  and  promote  him,  afterwards.  It  may  be 
■aid  toat  no  person  would,  under  such  cireum- 
atancet,  run  so  great  a  hazard.  I  answer  that 
ncry  good  officer  woold  do  it,  as  it  la  ibe  first 
principle  of  his  profession  nerer  lo  regard  per- 
■onal  eoDteguences  of  any  descriplioD  in  tbe  per- 
fofmance  of  his  duty. 

Sir,  I  bare  no  ioformatioo  as  to  the  train  of 
reasoning  that  led  General  Jackson  to  lake  poa- 
(«ssion  of  the  Spanish  posts,  but  what  is  eommu- 
nreated  to  every  member  of  tbe  Committee  ;  but 
I  hare  a  clue  lo  nnrarel  them,  in  a  knowledge  of 
tbe  principles  which  gorerned  bim  in  putting 
New  Orleans  imder  martial  law  In  1814.  He 
well  knew  that  he  was  riolaltng  tbe  law*  of  bis 
eoBntrjr,  and  thai  his  jnstification  woald  depend 
upon  his  suceeaa ;  and  that  taceess  be  could  not 
eommand,  altboagh  he  might  deserve  it:  But 
he  knew  that  the  nnfavonble  coBseqnenoea  of 
tha  aet  he  waa  about  to  commit  would  be  personal 
to  himself,  and,  like  a  true  soldier,  be  determined 
to  disrraard  them.  Now,  sir,  I  am  perfectly  eon- 
fldcat  tna(  nader  the  guidance  of  the  lame  prin- 
ciples bis  conduct  in  relation  lo  Pensacola  is  to 
be  explained.  He  knew  that  we  had  ample  cause 
of  war  against  Spain ;  that  the  nation  ware  not 
aTcrse  to  it,  if  it  could  he  undertaken  upon  pro* 
per  prine^)les.  Fresh  injuries  had  been  leeeived, 
with  which  the  national  Legislature  could  nut 
be  acquainted.  He  waa  in  tbe  eouQlry,  in  the 
legal  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  evidently  ooante- 
nanced  and  assisted  by  the  Spaniards.  If  the  Le- 
gislature were  In  poMession  of  (bese  facta,  wonld 
they  not  immedtatdy  anthorixe  him  to  take 
possession  of  those  postil  Ought  he  not  to  anli- 
eipate  their  wishes?  What  weald  be  the  con- 
■eqaeneeof  hisdoingit?  If  tbe  measure  should 
he  approved,  all  wotitd  be  right;  if  it  rhould  be 
disapproved,  tbe  remedy  wonld  be  in  tbe  power 
of  the  Oorernment,  by  restoring  the  posts.  The 
oonaeqnenees  at  any  rale  could  only  be  a  censure 
lo  himself,  which  be  would  disregard,  if  his  mo- 
tives were  appieeiaied. 

I  eannoi  but  r^ret,  Hr.  Chairman,  the  frequent 
appeals  which  have  been  made,  in  (his  discnssion, 
to  the  distinguished  services  of  Oeneral  Jackson, 
by  those  who  entirely  approbate  bis  conduct.    A 

Eper  reference  (o  these  might,  I  suppose,  bare 
n  safely  trailed  to  their  opponents  upon  this 
question.  If  his  condnet  upon  other  occasions 
has  been  broaght  to  our  view,  for  the  purpose  of 
indicating  the  motives  which  governed  aim,  in 
relation  to  the  objects  of  our  inquirr,  it  was  eer- 
ttinly  nnnecsaaary,  as  the  purity  of  his  motiTe* 
fcu  Mver  been  qnaationed.    Not  waa  it,  I  think, 


necessary  to  remind  as  of  (he  gratitude  we  owe 
him.  If  the  important  services  of  Qenetal  Jael^~ 
■on  are  already  forgotten  by  the  RepreaenUllvea 
of  the  nation,  it  wtll,  I  acknowledge,  be  a  wMae 
indication  of  Ibe  state  of  the  times  than  some  of 
the  doctrines  which  have  been  advanced  in  the 
course  of  (bia  diseussioa.  Has  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowrdbs)  forgotten  the 
aen(iroen(s  with  which  he  introduced  the  resoln- 
(ion  of  (banks  in  an  address  to  this  House,  which 
caused  all  to  acknowledge  that  the  orator  waa 
worthy  of  the  theme,  as  the  (heme  was  of  the 
orator?  And,  air,  how  short  a  lime  has  elapsed 
since  the  members  of  ibis  House  were  perfectly 
electrified  by  a  burst  of  eloquence  on  the  same 
subjecl  from  a  different  source,  (Hr.  Clay,) 
which  could  never  have  been  produced  if  (be 
sentiments  of  the  heart  had  not  correaponded 
with  the  lerms  in  which  they  were  delivered  1 
And,  if,  sir,  (what  I  cannot  believe,)  the  services 
of  Qeoeral  Jackson  were  intended  as  a  aet-off 
against  any  subsequent  miscondocl,  tbe  motive 
would  be,  in  royopinion,  still  more  improper.  A 
Repabilc  can  commit  no  ^eater  error  than  the 
admission  of  such  a  priaeifde.  The  danger  of 
sucbagoveronent  is  always  in  propenion  loth* 
confidence  it  reposes  in  individuals. 

Fidelity  to  n  nation  in  a  foreign  war  is  not  al* 
ways  fallowed  bf  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  Ita 
government.  History  furniihes  n  thousand  ax- 
amples  to  show  thai  a  brilliant  career  of  poUic 
service  may  in  the  same  man  be  lennioaied  by 
sebcmee  of  no  bounded  ambition  and  the  perp^ 
tralion  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes.  Rome, 
rocked  in  the  cradle  of  Mars,  making  war  her 
trade,  deprecated,  by  her  prayers  and  her  sacri- 
fices, and  provided  lor  by  a  depostte  of  treasure 
sacred  to  that  object  alon^  one  only  war.  An 
invasion  of  northern  barbarians  had  already  sus- 
pended her  fate  by  a  thread,  and  seemed  tomoek 
ihe  prophecy  of  nniversal  dominion.  In  the  pe- 
riod of  her  greatest  glory,  when  her  fortitude 
her  perseverance,  and  her  valor,  bad  triumphea 
over  the  wealth  of  Carthage  and  the  genius  of 
Hannibal  J  wbentbefirmneasof  the  Qreciaa  pha- 
lanx had  yielded  (o  the  pliancy  and  promptitude 
of  her  legions;  when  bet  triumphant  eagles  bad 
already  been  planted  on  the  shore*  of  Asia,  and 
tbe  snacesaors  of  Alexander  anticipated  their  fale 
as  tbe  reanli  of  a  vaLoc  of  which  ibey  kaew  net 
the  source,  and  of  tactics  which  they  eonid  not 
nndetatano— at  this  pttioi  of  her  greainess,  a 
mighty  swatm  of  ferocious  barbarians  hung  upott 
the  snmmitof  tbe  highest  Alpe.  Desolation  had 
marked  its  prt^es*  from  tbeshoresof  tbe  Baltic. 
Tbe  legions  which  had  ventured  to  oppose  its 
progress  bad  been  swept  awav  as  the  dew-drops 
of  tbe  mom  before  the  feet  of  tke  passsnger.  Dis- 
may and  terror  pervaded  the  proTincas  of  Italy. 
The  Roman  people  trembled — the  Senate  itself 
was  confounded.  In  this  moment  of  extreme 
distress,  eve^  eye  waa  larned — not  upon  a  hero— 
not  n|>on  a  WAaHixaroii.  Bfariita  warned  that 
elevation  of  mind,  those  honorable  aentimeats, 
which  distinguish  tbe  true  hero.  His  laleala 
were  equal  to  the  occasion  ;  he  saved  his  eouMry , 
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tat  lie  uml  it  ta  prejr  opcm  it  himNlf.  ir  iba 
bigbest  Mirleei  conU  obtm  indeuitr  for  ctimc, 
iIm  migiit  tha  coiqaerar  of  PUlKa  hare  bwn 
laSsTcd  lacoBtintH  hia  naurpittioas  nnlil  h*  bad 
ereMeds  throDe  vpon  tba  rsiot  of  Oraoian  tibaif. 
Sir,  it  will  not  be  iiD^eniood  that  I  n«B  to  con- 

Cn  OieoettI  Jaakaan  wilb  thw*  men.  N*;  I 
lieta  ibtt  tb«  princtfkaof  ifae  patriot  ate  aa 
fiamlf  fixed  ia  bia  bourn  aa  tbot*  of  tba  wl- 
diet. 

Buta  R«Mibli»n  OorenuoeDt  sbonld  naka  no 
diMiaetiotw  Wwecoaea,  uidsboiild  nerer  relax 
ita  maiina  of  leonnty  for  anf  ioiliTidusJ.  baw- 
e)r*r  diatioguisbed.  No  man  iboold  be  allowed 
laaarlbat  beaonlddwtbtiwiih  impunity  wbieh 
•notber  cobU  notd«.  If  ibe  Father  of  fais  Coon- 
Uf  were  ali*e  and  in  the  adminiilTation  of  the 
OorenmsDt,  aad  had  aathotiKed  the  taking  of 
tbe  Spaititb  poats,  I  wooU  deelaie  mr  ditippm- 
bation  of  it  ai  raadUr  ■•  I  da  now^.  Najr,  more— 
bMMts*  tba  moM  dianngoiibed  the  indlvidaal,  Ibe 
moreMliittTrtbcsKamplB.  No  one  can  tell  bow 
««(Hi  Miob  t»  enmple  would  be  banafitial.  Qen- 
•nl  JaekloB  will  be  £iiibftil  to  bia  MHOtr^ :  but 
I  reoDlleet  ibat  the  vinno  and  pUriotiim  of  Pa* 
Uw  RDd  Elcipio.were  toon  foUowed  by  tbe  ciioics 
of  Marioa  and  tbe  uaDrpalioo  of  Sylla.  I  am 
nte,  (bat  it  ii  not  tbe  intention  of  anf  gtBtteman 
apoa  tbis  foer  to  rob  Oeoctal  Jadtton  of  a  sinfle 
ray  ef  gWy,  mneb  leas  to  woond  his  feetinp  or 
iniOM  oia  repatatiooi  And,  whihtl  ibank  my 
melKl  ftoai  Uiniaaippl,  (Hr.  PoiKmzTeBj  in 
tbe  name  of  those  wbo  agree  with  me  that  Qeo- 
eral  Jackaon  baa  dooe  wrong,  1  mtui  be  peraiitr 
tad  10  deel^  tbe  aaa  of  the  addtcaa  whiab  be 
baaeaobligioglr  prepared  far  us,  and  aubstituie 
tbe  foltowing,  u  more  conionani  to  our  riewa 
and  opinions.  If  tbe  reKlaiioDe  pats,  I  would 
addtsM  bin  tb«si  "la  tbe  perfortaaoe*  of  a 
'  Mflied  dnt^  impoied  by  their  eoaiiraetion  of 
'  the  ConaUUUfoD,  the  nepreeeatatlrea  of  tbe 
'  people  bare  found  it  neoeuary  to  diaapprore  a 
'oiiiffb  aot  of  your  brilliant  cucer;  tfaey  have 
'  done  it  in  the  fgll  eoaviaUon  that  tbe  bero  wbo 
'baagoarded  her  rights  in  ibe  field,  will  bow 
'  with  leTerenea  to  tbe  civil  inatjintieni  of  hia 
'eauDtrf— tbatbebBiBdmitiedasfaia  creed,  tba  t 

■  tbe  cbaiacier  of  the  soldier  oaa  never  be  com- 
'plcte  witboot  eternal  refereaoa  M  the  ebaiacwr 
'  of  tbveiticaD.  Toar  eouwry  baa  done  for  you 
'  aU  that  a  tlepuUie  eaa  do  for  ibe  Boat  favored 

■  of  bar  aoBB.  Tbe  age  of  deidealioB  is  neat ;  it 
'  waa  ao  age  of  tyraaar  and  barbariem  i  tbe  ad«- 
'  ration  of  man  sbonU  be  addresaed  to  bia  Creator 
'  done,  YoD  have  been  feeeled  in  tbe  Pnetanes 
'  of  tbe  cities.  Your  atatoe  shall  be  placed  in 
'  tbe  Capiiol,  and  j;i>itr  name  be  found  in  tbe 
'  Kttgi  of  tbe  Tirgins.  Qo,  gallant  chief,  and 
'  bear  wilb  you  the  gratitade  of  your  country. 
'  Qo,  OBdcr  ibo  fuU  eonvietioa  Ibat  as  ber  glory 
'  it  ideolified  wilb  yonnjebebas  nothing  more 
'  dear  to  ber  but  ber  lawa— notbing  more  aacred, 
'  bni  ber  Cenautation.  &na  an  aoialenlioaal 
'  etior  eball  be  sanctified  to  ber  serf  ioe.  Ii  will 
'  teacb  potteriiiF  that  (he  Government  which 
'  coald  disapprove  the  conduct  of  a  Harcelln^ 


'  wUI  have  tbe  fertitudi  la  crash  tba  vioet  efa 
'  Hatias." 

Tbese  sentimenis,  sir,  lead  to  reMilte  in  wUcb 
all  mnsi  nnite.  Oeoeral  Jeekson  will  ttiil  live 
in  Ibe  heail^  of  bia  ftliow-ctlizens,  and  tbe  Ce»- 
atiiQtioaefdVT  country  wilt  beimmortaL 

TanBDAT,  Febmary  4. 
The  House  met  under  closed  doors,  and  con- 
tinned  in  private  sesuoa  until  near  four  o'clock, 
when  tbe  doors  were  opened,  and  the  injonclion 
of  secrecy  having  been  in  part  removed  from  the 
secret  proceedings,  it  appeared  that  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  Military 
Appropriation  bill,  to  carry  into  efieet  eertala 
supulatioos  of  ihe  late  treaty  with  ihe  Chickasaw 
Indians,  had  been  the  subject  of  the  private  de* 
liberations  of  the  House,  which  resolted  in  con- 
carrence  with  ibe  Senate's  amendments. 


Fbiday,  Febmary  5. 

Mr.  SxtTB,  cf  Uarylaad,  from  die  ComaaitM* 
of  Ways  and  Means^  wbo  were  laMraeied  lo  in- 
quire into  tbe  expedieitoy  of  aathorizkig  tbe  ap- 
pointmeat  of  an  ngeat,  ia  each  of  tbe  conntietef 
Ibe  teveral  Ghacee,  to  rcocive  ifae  lai  doe  to  ihe 
Qeneral  Qovemmeat  on  lands,  wbieb  are  or  may 
be  Bold'for  ifae  non>payment  of  the  taxes,  made! 
report  tbereoa ;  whiob  wae  read,  and  tbe  rea>li> 
tioa  therein  coataiacd  was  conourrvfl  in  fay  At 
House,  as  foUcws; 

JUtolveif  That  it  is,  in  their  opinian,  inei- 
padjeot  to  autborixe  ibe  aypointment  of  sack 
agent. 

Mr.  SatTH,  of  bbryland,  laid  before  the  Honss 
a  letter  addressed  to  him  b^  tbe  Becrelary  of  Hi* 
Treasury,  iraumittiDg  statoaents  of  the  groM 
anaoBnt  of  dnliea  npeo  mnchandise  andtomag^ 
which  aeorned  dnnng  Hm  tvro  first  qoarteis  « 
Ibe  year  iai7  aad  181& 

Mr.  Rhxa,  frooi  tbe  Commiltee  <w  PentionB 
end  Revaluiionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  em- 
oemiDg invalid pensioneisj  wbtcb  wnsreadtwiee, 
utd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tba  Whole. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  same  oomnniltee,  alse  reported 
a  bill  foe  tbe  relief  ot  James  Piiee;  which  was 
read  twioe,  and  oommilted  to  tbe  Conniuee  of 
the  Whole,  lo  wlueh  is  eomaaiUed  the  tail  for  the 
relief  of  Elbert  Herring. 

Mr.  R.  alsa  reported  a  biU  to  aathonsa  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  ap^goiai  aa  additional  agen^ 


ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  ti 
morrow. 

The  ConaBoitiee  on  Military  A&irs  *i>ere  die- 
charged  from  a  farther  consideratieB  of  (be  pei»< 
lien  of  Qeneral  Jamea  WiUdasoa,  and  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  CoiBmiiica  on  tbe  Jndiciary. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  tbe  CommitM  of  Co» 
merea  and  Manu&claree,  reported  a  bill  fnnhsi 
to  establish  tbe  eorapenaaiioa  of  the  ofietis  «■■ 
ployed  in  the  ooUeciioB  of  tbe  duties  on  iopena 
and  toaaage,  and  for  other  pnrposee;  wkieh  waa 
read  tbe  first  and  second  time,  and  comwtud  to 
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lim 


VMMDxnilttfti 


._     _  mot  the  WtM>tc,  to  wbieb  it  oom- 

micud  the  Utl  id  aUitHm  to  u  iol  eoliittd  "An 
nt  to  rmUit*  tin  coUeauon  of  imtit*  an  im- 
BorU  wid  (smwe,"  jiktwri  ihe  Mccoid  day  ofi 
iiarah,  1799. 
Tha  SnuKiR  Ifetd  fcifore  the  Homm  a  iMcer 


_ ,  r,  eoitftiviog  >a  «K^HiDn 

«f  ibc  gmitntfe  with  which  be  ii  ptiHintcd  for 
Um  boDOr  coafcned  OMa  Um  !■  sdiailtiaf  bfan 
to  «  M«l  willrin  Ibc  Hall;  wMcti  Ittter  wm  rskd, 
■ii4  Dfdned  m  lis  oh  ihe  table. 

The  Honn  took  np  aad  proceedod  to  ooniMit 
the  report  t{  theCommiltte  of  Wmja  aix)  Ucaaa, 
taifeit  tbe  hn  aasioo,  on  the  pettlioo  of  Law 
KBce  Uiso;  triwrinpon,  it  iras  ordered  that  the 
hM  report  andpMi  lion  be  reaommitiad  lo,  the 
OtHDmltlee  of  Wayt  and  Ueana. 

On  iMtioD  of  Mr.  QAmnurr,  the  Committee  od 
the  Post  Office  and  Pott  Roada  were  insiraeled 
ti>  iiK|Dite  into  the  bxpedieae^r  of  esttndinp  the 
privtlega  of  franking  to  ^rieoltaral  locieiiea. 
which  are  or  raav  horoaftor  be  f  aaorporated  in 
Mf  e(  the  United  sutea,  through  their  prceiilcMs 
«  iceretariM,  at  may  be  nraet  cvpedimt,  and  of 
limiting  the  privilege  to  the  correspondecee  of 
Mch  loeieiico  with  eMh  other. 

A  meMag*  from  the  Senateiaformed  the  Hone 
that  iboSeDai*  h«Te  pa«««l  bHIe  of  the  following 
llden,  ta  wii :  "  An  act  to  ngnlata  pstsenger  ehipa 
sad  reetel*;"  "An  aet  atuhoriiiag  the  electlm  of 
a  l>ilefan  fpon  ibe  Miahigno  Territorr  to  the 
OoDgT«»  of  the  United  State*,  and  exiendiDgthe 
illbl  of  aoffrage  to  tkeeilliein  of  Mid  Territory.'* 
with  ammdmeata.  Ther  here  alto  pataed  bills 
•f  ibaMkwing  tlL)e«,  to  wil:  "An  aet  for  Ihe 
nlieCofJametH.  Clark)"  "An  aui  for  adjasiiag 
tb«  elaim*  t«  la«d  and  enabliahing  land  offices  in 
Ibo  dlenkts  east  of  the  Island  of  tftm  Orletn*  ;" 
Md  "Ad  m(  to  eonlione  in  force  bn  aet  regnla- 
lli>g  (he  cwrencjp  Within  the  Unitvd  States,  of 
Ibe  gold  eoina  of  Oreai  Britain,  Piance,  PortOKal, 
MdSpiriD,  and  the  crowns  of  Prance  and  fire 
ftane  pieces;"  aho,  "A  rcsolaiion  proposing  no 
awandnmit  lo  the  OonalilutisD  of  Ihe  United 
BiatH,  08  il  reapeata  the  eboiee  of  Bleelors  of 
pMeidentand  Vice  Preafdent  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  Ihe  elcetion  of  RepreeenMlires  in  the  Con- 
greas  of  the  Uttiled  Biateej"  in  which  amand- 
BHnta,  bilk,  and  resolntioD  tbef  ask  the  cmcnr- 
renee  of  this  Hoase. 

The  ameadraeDls  proponed  by  Ibe  Senate  to 
the  bill,  eDtltted  "Ad  act  to  regaliie  passenger 
ehipa  and  reasels,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  die 
Ootamitloa  of  Conmeice  and  Mannfaeturei, 

Th»  atnendoiems  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
tin  Ml,  enililed  "An  act  aathorizing  the  election 
ofa  Delicate  from  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the 
Cmgresa  of  ihe  United  States,  and  eitendlng  the 
rtghl  ef  storage  to  the  ciiizena  of  said  Teiritoiy," 
Were  reed,  and  ooncarred  in  by  the  Honse. 

The  bili  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
Ihe  retJef  of  Jaokes  H.  Clsrk,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claleas. 

The  hill  from  the  Benaie,  entitled  "An  act  for 
adwsiing  the  claims  to  land  and  esiablishiog  land 
oBMa  in  the  diatiiet  east  of  ihe  -island  of  New 
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The  bill  from  ihe  Seaaie,  entitled  "Ad  Mt  id 
centtaue  io  fVwce  an  aci  regulating  the  enrreDor, 
wiihin  the  Uoiled  Slates,  of  ihe  gold  coidi  at 
Oreai  Btitalo,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  ob^ 
the  orowm  of  France,  and  fire  fmnc  [Heeea,"  waa 
ie«d  iwiaa,  and  eommitied  to  the  Commiilee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  ofibi* 
Honse  continuiag  for  a  limited  time  the  CDrreDCf 
of  the  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  of  France. 

The  reaohiiioB  from  ibe  Benaie,  "pTopoain^aa 
amendment  lo  the  Constitniion  of  the  Uaiied 
States,  as  it  revpeets  Ihe  choice  of  Eleelora  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slatea, 
and  the  elcctioa  of  Reprasentaiives  in  the  Co^ 
greai  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice,  ai>d 
cnmmitted  to  the  Gommitiee  of  the  Whole  tat 
the  state  of  Ihe  Union. 

An  ens|*ued  bill,  eniilled  "An  aet  proridiag 
additioBBl  penalties  for  false  enirie*,  for  the  ben^ 
fit  of  drawback  or  bonoty  on  exportation,"  wia 
read  the  third  time,  aad  passed. 

A  Mesaagn  was  receired  frotn  ibe  Prbsidiiiv 
OF  TBS  UiiiTtn  States,  as  follows: 
7b  Ike  HbuMofStpretenlaHtaofHu  Daittd  ataUti 

I  eonttoiueate  to  Cengiesa  copiea  of  BpidieatieBi 
raocmd  faun  the  Mbstataref  Great  Brildn,  in  behalf 
of  eeitafai  bilish  anljeet^  who  hftve  anfflw«d  In  Ihalr 
mopeety  by  proeeedmga  lo  which  tha  United  Btate^ 
b^  tbsb  nmtrj  and  jndieiai  oSev,  hare  been  pnt- 
taa.  TbsM  iDqoixiaa  have  bees  aaslainBd  nsdar  or- 
ettswtaocaa  which  aipear  to  Tacomaend  steongly,  to 
the  stientioa  ol  OongtMi,  the  daim  to  iademnilf  fat 
the  loise*  OGudoned  b;  them,  which  tha  Legiataties 
anthoritv  ii  done  competMit  to  provida. 

]AM£B  HONBOB. 

WuHiKBTOK,  Feb.  3, 1310. 

The  Meisage  was  read,  and,  together  with  iha 
doenmenis  accompaafiog  the  same,  rofiu^ed  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims.  ,vai 

The  Spsakab  laid  before  Ihe  House  »rl*(l« 
from  the  Secretary  of  Waii  transmitting  a  stal^ 
men!  of  moneys  uaasferred,  dnring  ibc  reeesa  of 
CoogieH,  from  one  branch  of  expeodiinre  to 
another  branch  of  expenditure,  in  the  tame  !}§• 
partmcBt;  which  was  read,  and  ordceed  to  lieoD 
the  table. 

WMINOLB  WAR.,1  i. 

The  HoQse  (heo  again  reeolred  'ftaetf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Ur.  Bttita,  of  Mary- 
land, in  Ibe  chair,)  on  the  subject  of  the  Semi- 

Hr.  Habbiboh  eonclnded  the  speech  which  he 
commenced  on  Tharsday,  as  given  entire  in  pre- 


"S?£S 


Mr.  BALnwiit,  of  Penn.,  oboerred,^thBt.  in  enteN 
tag  into  the  inrestigatioD  of  this  snlnect,  neshonld 
not  inqniie  whether  motives  of  feeling  and  com- 
passion should  induce  us  to  palliate  and  excnat 
the  condnctof  General  Jackson  and  the  PreiideDt, 
and  whether  it  were  righi  or  wrong.  If  innocent 
blood  had  been  shed,  or  the  laws  and  CoDsiitaiion 
of  ihe  country  grossly  riolaied,  neither  the  exalt- 
ed character  or  eminent  serrtces  of  the  persons 
implicaied  ought  to  excnpt  ibem  from  the  een- 


1«S0 
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im 


BlorR. 


MiTe  or  tbJB  HoDK.  But,  on  a  cirefnl  uamiBa- 
tioD  of  all  ihe  evidence  and  doeainants  lobmiued 
to  UB,  he  was  fnllf  of  the  opinion  expre»ed  by 
bis  ftieDd  from  Kenlaeky,  the  chiirmaD  of  the 
Military  Comaiiiiee,(Mr.  JoBitaoN,)  ibat  Q«b- 
otbI  Jackson,  in  rhe  wilds  of  Florida,  b«lier  on- 
denlood  the  lawa  of  nalioDK,  and  the  oonatitulion 
of  bis  couniry,  than  eeotlvmeo  to  ibis  House, 
who  bad  been  ao  long  dkcussiog  the  propiieiy  of 
bia  conducl. 

To  ooroo  10  a  correct  eonclusioo  on  the  trial 
and  ejitcvtioa  of  Arbothoot  and  Ambriiler  it 
VDDld  be  well  to  ioquire  who  tbejr  ware,  and 
their  bniioess  and  etDploTmeol  in  Florida.  Ar- 
bathnot  was  ibe  agent  of  Nicbolis  and  Woodbine, 
40  excite  dissensions  among  the  Indians,  to  make 
them  dissatisfied  with  tbeireaty  of  Fort  Jackaon, 
induce  them  by  force  lo  reclaim  the  lands  ceded 
to  us  by  that  treaty,  and  ibe  British  and  Spaoish 
'Oorernroente  to  become  parlies.  By  a  special 
power  of  attorney  be  became  ihegeneral  agent  of 
alltbelndiaDahoeijleto  us,  and  was  the  instigator 
of  all  their  inroada  upon  our  Bouibern  border.  He 
preteoded  to  be  there  for  trade,  bat  this  waa  a 
mere  pretence.  Bxamioe  bis  letter  to  Governor 
Cameron  "  1  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  excel- 
'  lency  the  neceasity  of  mvagaia  returning  to  Ibe 
'  IndiaD  nation,  with  thedeputies  from  ihechiefs, 
'and  as  my  trouble  and  expense  can  only  be  de- 
'  frayed  by  permiwon  to  take  goods  to  dispose 
'among  Inem,  1  prar  your  excellency  will  be 
'  pleased  to  grant  sacb  a  letter  or  license  as  pre- 
t  vent*  me  wiog  captured  In  case  of  meeiiDg  any 
'  Spanish  cruiser  on  the  coast  of  Florida."  He 
was  not  the  advocate  for  peaceful  measares;  his 
letter  to  General  Mitchell  justifies  the  murders  of 
the  frontier  inhabitants.  Speaking  of  the  Indians, 
he  says,  "  If,  in  the  height  of  their  rage,  they  com- 
'  milted  any  excesses,  you  will  overrook  them,  as 
'  the  juM  ebullitions  of  an  indignant  spirit  against 
'  an  inyadiDg  foe."  To  fbriher  ascertain  his  true 
chaVaAer,  and  that  of  his  agency  and  trade,  I  beg 
the  Committee  lo  examine  his  letter  to  Mr.Bagol. 
The  bill  of  goods  that  this  humane  trader  and 
innocent  and  injured  man  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
him,  was  "  3,000  knives,  blades  from  six  to  nine 

■  Inches  in  length,  of  a  sood  quality — 1.000  tom- 

■  ahawkt."  This  was  Arbuthnot ;  and  these  facts 
appear  from  letters  in  hi*  own  handwriting. 

Ambrisi^t  jwas  a  pretended  patriot;  the  agent 
ofMcQregorand  W^oodbine.  He  came  to  Florida 
to  command  the  runaway  negroes  of  Qeorgia, 
slaves  who  had  absconded  from  their  masters,  and 
were  organized  by  hitn  to  return  Co  oar  country, 
and  visit  it  with  all  the  horrors  of  a  savage  negio 
war.  He  came  to  Florida  on  their  business,  and  to 
aee  them  righted.  According  lo  the  lesiimony  of 
John  J.  Arbuthnot,  "about  the  3d  of  March  the 
'  prisoner  Ambrister  came  with  a  body  of  negroes, 
'  partly  armed,  to  his  father's  store  on  Buwanee 
'  river,  and  told  the  witness  that  be  had  come  to 
'  do  justice  10  the  country,  by  taking  the  goods. 
'  and  distributing  them  among  the  negroes  and 
'  Indians,  which  the  witness  saw  the  prisoner  do  j 
'  and  that  the  prisoner  said  to  him,  that  he  had 
'  come  to  the  coiiatry  on  Woodbine's  business,  to 


<MetheDegroe«rightcd.  Tha witHaakasihrtW 
'  known  the  priaooer  lo^ve  otders  lo  the  negroe^ 
'  and  that,  at  his  auggniioD,  a  party  waiteDtfrom 
'  Suwanee  to  meet  the  Ameneana,  to  give  thsm 
'battle."    Peter  B.  Cook  testified,   that, "soma 

<  time  in  March,  the  prisoner  Ambriatei  took  At* 
'  buthnot's  schooner,  and  with  aa  armed  party  e( 
*  nesroes,  twenty-four  in  number,  ael  out  ta  tski 

■  Arhuthnol's  goods,  dbc.  The  priaooer  was  leu 
'  by  Woodbine  to  Tampa,  to  see  about  thOK  oe- 
'  groes  he  had  left  there."  Ambrister,  in  a  letter 
to  Ntcholls,  says,  "  There  is  about  three  hundred 

■  blacks  at  this  place,  a  few  of  our  Bluff  people, 

<  (alluding  to  the  negro  fort  on  Prospect  BloS;) 
'  they  beg  me  to  say  thev  depend  on  yonrpto- 
'  mises,  and  expect  you  all  on  the  way  out.  They 
'  have  stuck  to  the  cause,  and  will  always  depend 
'  on  the  faith  of  you,"  &c.  The  prboaer,  Am- 
brister, according  to  the  lesiimony  of  Jacob  Haa* 
non,  "  took  possession  of  ibe  tenooner  Chance, 
'  with  an  armed  patty  of  negtoesjjind  stated  his 
'  intention  of  taking  St.  Marks.  While  the  pria- 
'  ooer  vraaon  board,  he  badeomptete  command  of 
'  the  oegroea,  who  considered  him  aa  their  cap- 
'  tain." 

He  boasts  that  three  hnDdred  negroe*  have 
stuck  to  the  cause— the  cause  of  Indians  aliaek- 
ing  the  defenceleas  inhabitants  of  out  froalien; 
negroes  fiffbiing  against  their  master* }  and  aU 
joiniag  inliorrid  butchery  and  murder  j  Ambris> 
t«r  leading  them  in  the  field,  Arbnthaot  their 
agent,  adviser,  commissary,  guar  term  aster,  store- 
keeper— Keeuro  in  a  Spanish  post,  aoDe«rtin|  ill 
their  plana,  and  directing  all  their  oparatioas. 

Gentlemen  may  differ  as  to  the  naaner  ia 
which  we  eoaaider  lodiana,  whether  a*  a  natioi, 
or  as  occupants  of  the  soil,  with  a  qualified  rigkt 
ofownershipibui,  aslo  negroes,  there  ean  be  oat 
one  opinion.  In  Georgia  they  are  stares,  prop- 
erty Dot  merely  personal  bat  political,  properly 
of  the  highest  description,  which  we  are  boand 
by  the  Coosiilution  to  protect,  and  lo  resloie  M 
their  owners.  These  oe^oes  could  acquiie  lO 
DOW  right  by  abwooding  into  Florida,  and,  haw* 
ever  numarous  their  assemblage  may  be^  we  can- 
not acboowledgo  them  a*  thus  aeqyifiog  aay 
national  character.  As  between  them  aod  m 
they  were  still  slaves;  and  their  owners,  (he 
Qeorgia  militia,  who  were  with  Oeneral  JaokMB, 
had  a  right  to  consider  and  treat  them  nol  aa  a 
nation  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  rula  of 
civilized  warfare.  Thev  were,  in  tta  tnpprev 
log  an  insurrection  of  slaves,  aided  by  an  Indiaa 
force,  all  assembled  aod  armed  for  purpose*  hos- 
tile lo  the  country.  One  while  man  is  found  at 
their  head,  figb  tiog  and  leading  them  on  |  '""^'i 
exciting,  and  supplying  them  with  the  means  ol 
destruction.  These  men  cannot  complaia  if  (hey 
are  put  on  a  footing  with  those  with  whom  Im 
thus  associate.  They  cannot  expect  to  raise  tljii 
compound  mass  lo  their  own  level,  but  nw'.'*' 
satisfied  to  sink  to  theirs.  Arbuthnoi's  "'""l^^ 
ion  of  himself  is  entitled  to  some  weigbt-  ," J!" 
letter  of  3d  March,  1817,  be  says:  "TheUwer 
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'  bat  then  tre  Mme  dnisDuy  and  ill-minded  per- 
'  BODS,  wlf-imciMted,  who  are  endeaTorjng  to 
'  creale  quarrel*  beiveco  ibe  Upper  aad  Lower 
'  Creek  udiant,  conttarf  to  their  inleresis,  their 
*  happiDeu,  aad  weifaie.  Such  people  belong  lo 
.'  no  DaiioD,  and  oaabt  not  to  be  couDtenaaced  bf 
'  »Dy  soTerDiBeDL''^  He  did  excite  this  war,  and 
tbaa,  oy  hi>  own  accouni,  belongs  to  no  oBtion. 
What  thea  is  be,  but  to  outlaw  and  a  pirate, 
j^aced  beyond  the  protection  of  cirilized  aocietf  7 
Thas  we  find  Oener«l  Jackson  and  Arbuthnot 
agree  as  to  bito,  tod,  as  to  Ambiisicr,  I  will  will- 
tnglf  leave  it  to  be  decided  whether  he  was  teu 
an  outlaw  than  the  rnuaway  brigands  whom  he 
OommaDded. 

The  greater  part  of  the  boaiile  Indiana  were  (be 
Creeks,  who  bad  been  outlawed  b^  their  own  peo- 
ple. To  call  a  gregarious  collection  of  this  kind, 
compoEed  of  ootlawed  Indians  and  runaway  ae- 
f  roes  a  oBiion,  and  gire  them  national  attribnle& 
u  idle.  Neither  mass  was  so  by  themselves,  and 
their  unioa  for  a  common  objectcould  not  change 
the  character  of  the  constituent  parts.  A  belter 
or  more  appropriate  name  could  not  be  given  lo 
them  as  a  man,  or  as  individuals,  than  outlaws 
and  pirates.  They  were  so  in  fact,  and,  whatever 
richls  we  bad  against  any,  we  bad  against  all, 
vbeiher  black,  white  or  red. 

Arbulbnotwaa  near  tbe  scene  of  operations, 
aiding  and  abetting,  anaceeasatf  before  the  face 
An  Btlempt  is  made  to  disiiaguish  bii  case  from 
Ambrister's,  because  be  was  a  noo-combaiaat. 
Bat  to  me  it  seems,  that  the  man  who,  aa  the 
agent,  eonmissaty,  and  qaaitei master,  directed 
and  planned  the  operations  of  this  assemblage, 
and  aitecily  Bupplied  them  with  the  meaai,  is  as 
ranch  a  combatant  as  one  who  actually  bore  arms 
in  the  field.  Thus  were  these  men  completely 
ideaiified  with  the  ladiansaod  negroes,  aad,  being 
found  in  this  situation  by  General  Jackson,  he 
practised  towards  them  not  the  right  of  retaliation, 
which  is  panishiog  the  ionoceni  for  the  guilty, 
bot  applied  to  them  what  is  admitted  and  con- 
ceded 10  be  the  established  law  of  nations:  to 
treat  those  with  whom  we  ate  at  «rar  as  they 
treat  us.  ladians  put  their  prisoners  to  death,  and 
in  this  war  tbey  did  qqi  spare  women  and  chil- 
dren  j  the  brains  of  the  latter  were  dashed  out  on 
the  sides  of  the  boat,  after  the  massacre  of  Lieu- 
tenant Scott  and  parly,  and  I  think  ii  can  hardly 
^e  coDiended  thai  we  were  bound  to  eitead  to 
thete  savages,  lo  taoaway  slaves,  or  while  incen- 
diaries, the  humane  rules  of  modern  civilized 
warfare.  Their  execution  was  only  the  exercise 
of  an  acknowledged  right  in  us. 

In  distinguishing  between  th£  moral  depravity 
of  the  ignorant  Indian,  who,  in  toasting  his  piis- 
oaer  and  murdering  the  mother  and  ihe  intant, 
follows  the  cusioma  of  his  fathers,  and  as  he  thinks, 
the  dictates  of  his  religion  ;  and  tbe  white  man, 
who,  forgetting  tbe  mild  customs  of  his  oaiioa, 
and  deaf  Id  tbe  benignant  dictates  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  instigates,  aids,  and  abets  the  Indian 
and  negro  to  the  horrid  butchery  of  innocence,  I 
think  ul  must  agtee  that  the  one  who  sins  against 
light  aad  knowledge  is  infiaiiely  mote  criminal. 


Tbe  guilt  is  in  the  heart  that  plots  and  not  the 
hand  ihatexecuteB,Bs  was  most  forcibly  expressed 
by  a  gentleman  from  Tirgioia.  Not  in  the  mus- 
ket, but  in  him  who  directs  it.    If ,  who  was 

present  and  assisted  at  the  burning  of  the  unfor- 
lonate  Colonel  Crawford,  had  been  taken  by  out 
troops,  and  executed;  if,  oa  that  day,  so  prond 
and  yet  so  &Ial  for  Kentucky,  when,  after  the  bat- 
tle of  the  river  Baisio,  there  was  a  barbarous 
massacre  of  ber  captive  soldiers, it  bad  been  true, 
as  was  alleged,  that  a  British  officer,  high  in  com- 
mand, abetted  and  oonnived  at  the  murders,  and 
he  had  been  taken  and  ezecuttd,  would  bis  fate 
have  been  more  lamented  than  that  of  the  poor 
savage,  whom  they  encouraged  1  In  executing 
Arbuihnot  and  Ambrisler,  it  is  not  charged  aeainst 
General  Jackson  that  he  has  shed  innocent  blood. 
The  facts  were  admitied:  their  guilt  was  estab- 
lished ;  one  threw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  tbe 
court,  the  other  rested  his  defence  on  the  rules  of 
evidence.  The  charge  is,  thai  Ihe  guilty  have  not 
been  punished  according  to  the  forms  of  law,  and 
thai  the  Consiilntion  and  laws  of  the  country 
have  been  violated  in  their  trial  and  execution. 
I  think  that  neither  have  soy  bearing  on  the  case 
of  these  men.  Thev  were  found  and  executed 
out  of  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  Staie^ 
where  our  laws  or  Constitution  have  no  opera- 
tion, except  as  between  us  and  our  own  citizens, 
and  where  none  other  could  claim  their  benefit 
and  protection.  If  the  rights  of  an  American 
ciiiieo  had  been  violated  by  an  American  officer, 
he  must  answer  to  our  laws  for  an  abuse  of  an 
Bulhoiity  which  he  derived  under  them.  Theie 
men  were  not  our  citizens,  not  bound  by  our  laws^ 
they  owed  us  no  aUegiance,  and  were  eniiiled  to 
no  protection.  The  Qeneral  claimed  no  power 
to  punish  them  under  our  laws.  He  knew  that 
legislation  was  necessarily  coofioed  to  tbe  bound- 
ary of  the  Sovereign  ;  that,  on  the  ocean,  wheie 
each  nation  has  concurrent  jurisdiction,  or  in  the 
territory  of  any  other  where  it  is  exclusive,  oar 
laws  could  not  give  us  any  power  over  the  eiti- 
zens  of  other  Governments  or  Within  theirbound- 
aries.  All  that  we  could  claim  or  exeicise,  in 
eiiher  case,  is  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  naiiona. 
Our  legislation  cannot  extend  or  annul  this  code. 
We  may,  indeed,  prescribe  the  mode  in  which 
our  officers  shall  execute  ihe  powers  which  the 
laws  of  nations  give  us  over  the  persons,  territo- 
ry, or  properly  of  others,  but  cannot  extend  out 
jurisdiction  over  either  or  give  it  in  cases  where 
those  laws  are  silenL  In  advocating  ihe  resolo- 
tion  which  requires  some  legislative  rule  on  this 
subject,  gentlemen  seem  lo  forget  these  princi- 
ples— we  have  no  power — we  should  encroach 
on  the  rights  of  other  nations.  As  we  cannot, 
therefore,  give  ourselves  any  new  powers  by  any 
act  of  legislation,  I  irust  gentlemen  will  see  tbe 
bad  policy  and  the  injustice  we  should  do  our- 
selves by  adopting  any  rule  not  to  be  found  in 
national  law.  If  we  take  from  our  officers  thn 
powers  which  ihat  taw  gives  them,  we  go  lo  war 
on  unequal  terms,  with  our  hands  lied,  so  that 
we  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  treat  our  enemy  as 
tbey  treat  us.    Our  officers  could  neither  tetal* 
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hite  nor  ptmM  for  the  moat  aireeioaa  omragn 
an  bamanitT.  InDOCent  blood  woold  forever 
flow.  Indian  wan  wovld  nerer  cene.  Foreign 
emiiMTiea  would  alwayt  bang  on  oar  borden,  and 
escape  wiih  impooiif.  The  law  of  natioDt  and 
of  war  sivef  the  General  power  over  bis  prisoaen. 
The  old  practice  was  to  put  them  to  death  ;  and 
that  atill  exist*,  when  the  consent  of  (he  belliger- 
enis  has  not  adopted  «  different  tnle.  Civilized 
nations  govern  ihemsetvts  by  ibe  laws  of  bDman- 
itr;  bat  <rar  siv^es  have  not  yet  learned  them. 
War,  with  them,  has  hjsi  nooe  of  its  horrors  or 
eraeliies.  It  suretv  cannot  be  pretended  that  we 
are  bonnd  by  a  rnle  which  ihey  do  not  respect; 
that  we  eannol,  by  retaliation  or  by  Jnst  punish- 
ment, revenge  for  past  or  prevent  faiote  murders; 
orthatwbere  we  taie  white  men  who  have  served 
in  civilized  armies  and  know  their  usases,  and 
yet  aid  and  iostigate  the  most  drvadfof  savage 
war,  we  may  nol  treat  them  as  ve  might  the  sav- 
ages or  negroes  wfaom  they  commaad  and  lead 
on'.  By  the  laws  and  nailorni  practice  of  civil- 
iaed  natioDs,  this  power  is  in  the  com  m  and  in  g 
General.  Id  the  ease  of  Captain  Asgill,  the  old 
ConEreis  resolved  that  it  was  in  every  command* 
er  ofa  detachment.  This  was  a  strong  case.  He 
was  about  to  be  executed  for  ihe  crimes  of  ano- 
ther. We  have  never,  by  any  law,  prohibiled  to 
a  commandiog  officer  (he  exercise  of  this  power, 
and  it  therefore  remains  with  bitn. 

The  honorable  Speaker  relies  on  oar  oniform 
QSI^  in  all  our  Indian  wnra,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  not  to  pal  an  Indian  prisoner  to  death  ; 
and  insists  on  this  use  as  conclasive  evidence  that 
enr  officers  do  not  possess  this  power.  This  argtt- 
ment,  if  true  in  fiact,  might  lead  to  correct  con- 
clusions: provided  the  potvei  exercised  in  ibis 
case  by  Oeneral  Jackson  had  not  been  one  clearly 
vested  in  him  by  national  law.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  sssumption  of  a  power 
growing  merely  otii  of  naage  and  justifiable  only 
on  Ibe  ground  of  precedent,  and  oae  which  has 
been  from  time  immemotial  a  part  of  the  code  of 

tion  and  policy,  and  not  right,  whether  Ihe  power 
shall  be  used.  1  presume  gentlemen  would 
hardly  think  that  this  argument,  drawn  from 
usage,  would  be  a  safe  one  by  which  to  (est  the 
powers  of  this  Ctovemmeni.  We  have  had  tn- 
snireetions  whioh  have  endangered  its  existence. 
Traitors  have  been  tried  and  condemned  to  death, 
but  no  one  has  ever  been  execated  ;  it  has  been 
the  uaiform  practice  to  pardon.  Wontd  gentle- 
men now  say,  tbat  the  President  who  would  sign 
a  death  warrant  for  the  execntion  of  a  traitor 
woold  be  guilty  of  murder  or  other  crtmel — 
Thoogb  I  may  be  disposed  to  admit,  for  argu- 
ment sake,  that  in  our  Indian  wars  we  had  ab- 
stained from  ihe  exercise  of  acknowledged  rights, 
yet  1  think  that  fatal  experience  mtist  convince 
us  that  the  safety  of  our  frontiers  imperiously 
demanded  that  (bis  policy  should  be  changed. 
Foreign  iaeendiaries  have  for  vears  caused  our 
new  settlements  to  be  desolated  by  the  ancrifice 
of  innoceaee.  Past  impunity  has  emboldened  to 
fnture  crimes.    Mercy  to  such  miscreants  is  ern- 


eliy  to  ontselvea.  And,  when  the  ebaiteeof  WU 
plaees  in  cnr  power  thoN  wtn>  excite  and  ffreci 
these tavages,  tmS  not  content  with  orderiajr  one 
thousand  tomahawks  and  two  tbonsand  stalping 
ktatvea  for  ihe  murder  of  the  hetpleaa,  must  pt«- 
seribe  their  quaHty  aitd  length,  to  make  the 
butchery  more  inhuman,  1  trust  the  nation  trill 
think  it  is  lime  to  bang  them  up  as  an  exatatria 
to  others,  and  to  insnre  peace  on  onr  borders.  iB 
ordering  their  execution.  General  Jackson  wit 
nilly  authorized  by  national  law,  by  hnmani(y  n 
our  own  citizens,  and  the  orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment. "  The  honor  of  the  United  Stales,' 
says  the  Secretary  of  War  in  bis  tetter  of  (he 
16ih  January,  1818,  "requires,  that  the  war  With 
(he  Seminoles  should  be  lerminated  speedity,aiil 
with  exemplary  punishment  for  hosdmies  so  ub> 
provoked."  Exemplary  punishment  means  t« 
make  an  example  of  force,  and  the  order  wouU 
be  otherwise  disobeved.  In  inflietfng  this  ezm^ 
plary  punishment,  he  has  violated  no  Constho- 
(ional  provision.  It  was  not  tnade  to  protect 
such  meuj  they  are  no  parties  (oitj  owe  t(  no 
obedience,  and  can  elaim  ne  protection  from  it. 
The  fate  of  war  placed  them  m  his  hands ;  the 
laws  of  nations  ^ve  him  power  over  their  livet| 
and  they  had  jastly  ferleiied  them  by  their 
crimes.  The  Qeoeral  was  to  decide  betwen 
their  inmishment  by  that  law,  or  their  abaolatt 
impunity.  They  were  never  in  onr  terriiofy.; 
onr  lawa  could  not  leaefa  them ;  onr  civil  ecurli 
could  t)Ottry;bti1.on'application,muBt  disebnge 
and  leave  them  at  liberty  to  foment  newwira 
and  commit  new  murders.  He  could  not  he>* 
tite ;  he  parsned  the  only  course  which  llit 
safety  of  ortr  country  eonid  justify ;  he  anaoied 
DO  power,  violated  no  rfgble,  and  ptmiibed  the 
gnllty  only. 

I  think  this  nation  on^bt  not  to  be  Sgitiird  htr 
an  inquiry  whether  ibeir  execution  was  acecr^ 
iDg  10  (be  strict  and  technical  forms  oT  law,  when 
the  proceedioEs  are  josiifiable  by  the  only  lam 
and  usage  which  wonl4  apply  (o  the  case.  The 
Oenerarhad  the  nndonbled  power  over  (bem; 
be  might  execute  it  on  his  own  responsibility  vt 
refer  it  to  the  opinion  of  a  board  of  oScets  <n  a 
special  court  for  their  advice  and  opinion,  tbil 
reference  did  not  take  away  bis  inherent  power, 
as  (he  commanding  officer,  or  make  (beir  opiniM 
binding  on  him.  If  (he  court  misapprehended  oi 
exceeded  their  powers,  it  could  no(  affect  hisjiad 
if,  intheir  proceedings,  they  eommined  any  olbcr 
errors,  it  could  not  purge  itte  fault  of  the  prt^ 
oners.  Many  gentlemen  seem  te  tbink  (htt  tbe 
Qeneral  ought  to  have  executed  them  on  bis  own 
aothority,  without  convening  any  coart  or  giv- 
ing them  any  (rial.  I  think  that  (be  caurM 
which  (his  investigation  has  taken  clearly  sbowi 
bis  prudence  in  adopting  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing. He  knew  the  execution  would  excite  mwi 
feeling;  that  he  was  taking  on  himself  a  b^ 
responsibility.  To  jnstify  himself  to  the  natiot, 
it  was  necessary  (hat  the  evidence  «hooM  w 
taken  nnder  ihesancdon  of  anoa(h,and  rMoHed 
(o  us,  (0  be  in  autbeudc  form,  that  all  n'lht 
judge  of  their  guilt  and  the  propiMf  of  tis  pf^ 
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••edfDfs.  U  warn  do*  M  lh«  pti*«Mra  thftt  ih»T 
•honld  be  eoifroDtcd  with  il«  viioMiei,  and 
h«T«  IB  oinaitniiiEy  of  QTMi  enmiDition;  IhU 
t^e^  ■bogld  sea  Uie  ktten  and  paper*  prodvced 
afniut  Item,  ihat  ihcf  wer«  geDQiD«{  to  tell 
tbelrowB  ator;  ud  make  iheir  defenee.  Had 
the  Oeoeral  first  exeeated  ihate  mao.  aad  then 
takcR  tka  avidence,  wfaat  would  not  twre  been 
anid?  Thai  papera  had  been  fntKed,  and  wit- 
laeaaea  ubacocd  for  th«  pnrpoaa,  and  Ikat  ihe  na- 
fortvmie  men  had  had  no  oppottanity  of  de- 
fewBc,  bat  had  lost  their  Uvea  vtibont  trial.    Hi« 

£n»da«ee  kaa  left  no  (roiud  for  refleetiotu  of  ihia 
ind;  he  alloired  thtm  oonnsel,  and  tbejr  had  a 
fair  iMBring.  It  i*  not  lo  be  credited  that  Ihoae 
who  Hake  thii  a  (ronnd  of  aceaMilioa  votild 
hmYfl  withheld  ihetr  slroag  eeoaiire  if  tbejr  had 
bean  pat  W  dcatlt  vithoot  a  beating. 

Tba  praeeedlDg*  of  the  eoun  Iwd  been  ca«n- 
meoied  on  loterBiof  itraag  raprohaiion.  My 
eoUeagae  lave,  ihs  evideaee  wag  iaconcciTabl; 
(light,  and  tne  whola  ptoeeediag*  a  iiioek«y  of 

Catioa;  ihattke  heanaT  eridcnae  of  ne^roea  itnd 
diaM  who  were  not  legal  witocuea,  if  prstent, 
vote  spitted,  and  legal  CTtdeaeaexeloded.  On 
thia  point,  nn  fenlleman,  in  this  lata  debate,  hu 
■Mi«rtBken  to  jastifr  the  couti,  and  all  teem  to 
kdaait  tbfl  eoneBtBesa  of  these  charges.  Here  I 
muM  repeal  that  the  ralea  of  law  and  evideaea 
were  better  Uflderstood  ia  tbe  wilda  of  Florida 
thui  in  this  Jiosee.  TIk  erideDce  aUoded  te 
mm  admissible,  aeoording-  to  ihe  siriet  rates  of 
the  connon  law,  and  would  be  received  in  any 
enninal  OMtn  on  « trial  of  life  and  death.  I  beg 
Ihe  Commiitee  to  exaaune  the  ebarfea.  Tbey 
vcrefor  esattiog,  alirring  up,  and  enconraging 
the  Indiana  and  aegroes  to  war  and  mnider;  aiif 
iac  abeitinf,  eovDMlling,  adrisiag,  and  suppliriDg 
thoiu  with  artna  and  ammnaiiion.  Tboi^h  there 
ia  tu>  formal  and  teohnieal  indietmeni,  aad  the 
wonia  "combine,  eoafedetmte,  and  conspire,"  at« 
not  insmiad,  jet,  it  waa,  ia  substance,  a  abai^ 
9£  a  ireaaonable  and  murderoiia  ooospiraef  to 
wage  wai  agaiaat  the  United  States,  and  coiBniit 
BBoraeia  ob  obt  ftoBtters.  Arhothnat  was  the 
prtwwier  of  ibe  ladians  and  aegrnet,  the  iodirv- 
SBDt  te  efiect  the  obiacii  of  the  eonfednaef.  It 
was  clearly  ^oved,  \j  the  Ictieis  of  Arbathnot, 
hf  several  witDCsiea.  asd  the  power  of  attorney 
^dueed  at  the  trial,  before  any  qaestioos  were 
put  to  Hanbly,  that  Arbathnot  waa  not  only  the 
eoofederate,  hot  the  agent  of  all  Ihe  Indians,  hf 
a  saecial  power  wbieb  he  accepted  and  acted 
■iMerf  that  tbcy  were  all  aaiing  Id  eooeert  to 
further  the  objeola  of  ibe  confederacy,  of  which 
be  and  the  negroes  and  Indians  were  parties. 
Ibw,  there  is  no  rale  of  hw  beilet  estanUsbed 
ibBB  that,  where  a  eoafederaey  is  once  proved, 
the  acta  and  declarBtione  of  one  oonfederata,  in 
lotion  to  Ibe  objects  of  the  confederacy,  is  good 
evidenoe  against  another.  This  was  a  siron^r 
eaae,  beeame  there  was  bare  the  further  relation 
between  them  of  principBl  and  agent.  It  is  im- 
■atcrial  wbetlwr  the  oonfederate  would  be  a  eom- 
pateot  witness  if  oflercd  in  eonrl — he  may  he  a 
coBvicted  felooj  yet,  aa  a  eeafcdenite,  hi*  declara- 


tioBs  ate  evideoce  apalaat  hie  uaoesatn,  on  b»- 

coanCof  the  oonBezien  between  them.  Tbisia 
not  a  ptace  to  ptedaee  aatbiRiiies,  aad  examine 
from  the  books  b  rule  of  evidenee,  bat  I  will  re- 
fer gentlemeo  lo  Ihe  trials  of  Hardy,  Tonka,  dba., 
in  which  the  rules  of  evldenae,  in  erimiinl  ease^ 
were  diaouated  by  the  most  eminent  conasel,  and 
seitted  by  the  ablest  judges  ia  Eitgland.  In  Ihosa 
trials,  it  was  conceded  by  Mr.  Erskine  as  settled 
law,  that  the  dedaiations  of  <»e  coo^taiar  wen 
good  evideaee  againai  anoiber.  In  tlte  trial  of 
Jaekson  and  Sloae,  ibr  a  treasonaUe  ooaspiraoy, 
Ihe  rule  w«s  exieided  still  fnttber.  On  the  trial 
of  Jackson,  a  paper  had  been  proved  egainat  him  { 
it  related  to  lae  object  of  iJte  cenapiieey,  whieh 
was  proved  and  lhat  Stone  was  a  petty.  The 
■Biae  paper  waaadmiited  in avideBoeagainsi  him  : 
withoat  farther  proof  it  wa«  held  to  he  ssfGcient 
that  it  was  proved  agBiaei  bis  eoafederate. 

Ttie  conieBis  of  ine  letter  to  the  Liule  PriiMe 
were  prepeily  admitted  to  be  pioved  by  a  peraoa 
who  had  seen  it  In  his  possession  aad  read  it.  It 
waa  proved  to  have  been  in  the  haadwriting  e£ 
Arbathnot,  and  sent  by  him  to  the  Prinee.  It  re- 
laied  l«  the  ehargei^  was  ^nned  by  him,  aad 
waa  in  his  possession  at  the  ume  of  the  trial.  H« 
was  not  within  the  jarisdietioa  of  the  conrrj  waa 
an  opes  enemy,  iben  aetuaUy  in  afina  against  nn 
BvidcMC  of  ttte  eoAteot*~-waB  this  not  only  the 
best,  btuihe  only  evideooe  ta  the  power  of  the 
oeurtr~as  the  original  wa*  in  possession  of  one  of 
the  pariies  to  the  ooitspjnoyl  The  aanding  it 
was  BD  overt  act,  and  nolcst  evidettce  of  thn 
kiftd  was  admissihie,  it  wonld  be  impossible  ever 
to  convict  a  coDipirator,  If  centlenao  will  take 
the  treable  to  laok  into  HcNally,  and  selieh, 
titey  will  find  iheae  priaeiplea  eleaily  settled  by 
adjadged  eases  j  nod  by  applying  ikeso  to  the 
ease  now  oader  coasideraiion,  they  will  find 
them  fully  suniorting  the  proceedings  of  the  spe> 
eial  court,  in  the  teeeption  of  theevldeane  eom- 
plained  <a.  I  do  admtt  the  coart  eired  ia  reject- 
ing Ambristei :  ha  was  a  eoiapeteni  thoogh  au 
8  credible  wiines^  and,  in  strict  right,  the  prn- 
oner  waa  entitled  te  bis  leslimonyi  yet,  nader  (he 
DircoBuiBBece  in  which  b«  appeared  befiDrs  the 
const,  bis  evideaee  casld  not  UTe  benefited  the 
uiaantt,  for  DO  eouN  or  iacvwoidd  believe  hiib 
There  it  ae  sdlycBt  en  wnien  lawyers  and  jodgaa 
diffiir  mere^  nban  whether  olgeeUooa  to  a  witnaae 
sfaaUapply  to  hi*  (ompeteney  or  credibility;  tbe 
^Beaal  rulea  are  well  settled,  bat  ihest  applioa- 
lioB  te  partiaalat  oaees,  as  they  oeenr,  are  atiaotM 
wilh  great  difficulty.  Surely  on  such  a  sabjeet 
some  allowBtKe  ought  to  be  made  for  the  siiua* 
lion  of  ibis  court,  not  composed  of  professional 
men— eiltinK  in  a  wilderness,  without  an  oppot- 
tiwity  of  referring  to  aaihoritles. 

No  evidence  which  Ambrister  eouid  have  given 
could  have  dinwoved  the  facts  proved  agaiusl 
Arbathnot.  Though  he  was  defended  by  coua- 
sci,  he  did  ant  question  the  authenticity  of  the 
papers  produced,  or  deny  the  facta  in  evidence. 
His  eoujuel  tested  bis  defence  on  objeotions  to 
Ibe  evidence,  and  yet  did  not  complain  of  the 
rcjeciioa  of  Ambriattv.    I -think,  then,  thi*  etfoi 
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mt^  pasB  withoDt  out  cen>iir«,  sfaee  it  did  not 
excite  the  notice  of  the  prisoner  or  bii  cooDsel. 

In  tbe  cite  of  Atnbrister,  the  strong  objeoiion 
ii.  that  be  was  executed  oontrar^  to  tbe  sentence 
01  tbe  eoQtt.  It  bu  been  urged  with  much  force 
by  tbe  ffenilemaa  from  Ohio,  wbo«e  military  tal- 
ents ana  experience  gire  ^eat  weight  (o  his  opin- 
ions on  a  qaestion  of  military  law.  It  map  be 
presumptuous  in  me  lo  differ  from  bim  on  such  a 
aabjeet;  and  I  sbonld  not  rentore  to  do  so,  if  a 
eareful  examination  bad  not  led  me  to  a  strong 
eonTielion  that  he  was  mistaken  in  thinking  thai 
the  special  court  bad  any  \ega.l  jarisdietion  of 
this  case  bf  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  or  sor 
power  to  give  aa  optDion  or  senieoce  bf  wblcn 
tbe  Oeneral  was  bonod.  On  ibis  I  real  his  de- 
fence, and  freely  admit  Ibat  tbe  execmion  of  Atn- 
brister is  not  iostifiable  if  tbe  court  had  a  legal 
jurisdiction  of  bis  esse,  or  power  to  acquit,  or  to 
pass  a  sentence  inflicting  a  capital  or  other  pun- 
ishment. The  only  law  to  wbicb  Ambrister  was 
amenable,  wbicb  subjected  him  to  puoisfament, 
was  the  law  of  nations;  the  only  power  to  pun- 
ish or  retaliate,  known  lo  thai  law,  is  in  the  com- 
manding Qeneral.  It  recognises  no  court  martial, 
or  other  military  court,  as  having  the  power  to 
punish  or  try  offences  against  it.  Such  courts 
•K  the  creatures  of  the  municipal  laws  of  each 
nation,  and  derive  aU  tbeir  power*  from  positive 
atalnles.  They  canoot  exercise  any  jurisdiction 
over  cases  not  prescribed  by  persons  not  subject 
to  the  laws  which  create  ihem — it  is  In  all  eases 
accurately  defined  in  the  jurisdiction  of  civil 
soorts.  The  one  is  to  the  Army  what  the  others 
tie  to  the  nation. 

Tbe  act  of  Congress  enacting  the  roles  and  ar- 
ticles of  war  creates  two  kinds  of  courts ;  one  a 
court  of  inquiry,  to  examine  and  report  facts  and 
opinions  merdy;  the  other,  a  courl  martial,  lo 
try  and  pooisb.  The  cases  where  either  conn 
may  sit  are  accurately  defined,  and  tbeir  juris- 
diction given  only  in  those  specified.  These  are 
the  only  military  courts  known  lo  our  laws ;  and 
the  first  among  tbe  rules  and  articles  of  war  wbicb 
create  these  eoorts  confines  them  to  the  Army, 
with  the  solitary  exception  of  tbe  ease  of  a  spy, 
and  ibeir  jurisdiction  m  breaches  of  these  roles. 
In  a  Irealise  on  ibe  law  of  courts  mariisl,  com- 
piled by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  military 
officers  in  our  service,  and  approved  by  tbe  most 


eminent  officers  then  in  the  Ai 


Iby  : 
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Oowrtt  Martial,)  the  persona  subject  to  military 
law  and  to  trial  by  courts  martial  are  declared  lo 
be  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  ATmy,or  direct- 
ly  connected  with  it,  as  defined  In  the  sixtieth, 
nineiy-sixib,  and  ninety-seventh  articles  of  war ; 
and  tbe  jurisdiction  of  these  courts  is  thus  slated: 
"Althongb  no  crime?  or  offences  are  cognizable 
'  b^  a  court  martial,  unless  what  are  either  ipe- 
'  cially  declared  to  be  sneh  by  the  rules  and  arti* 
-  clea  of  war,  or  fall  under  the  general  description 
*  of  disorder  and  nezleci,  to  tbe  prejudice  of^mll- 
'  iiary  discipline."  If  tbeir  jurisdiction  could  be 
extended  beyood  this  class  of  offences,  no  limits 
could  be  assigned  to  it;  it  might  extend  to  all 
penont,  and  tbe  powsts  of  the  eivil  courts  be 


respective  jarisdietion,  ni 
every  litigant  would  be  liable  to  be  iritdbf  aciril 
or  mililnry  court,  or  both,  as  they  migbi  ehooM 
to  claim  or  exercise  the  power.  Qentlemen  whs 
are  so  alive  to  tbe  fears  of  military  tisarpatioD 
will  hardly  contend  for  this  doctrine. 

The  case  of  Ambrister  is  not  mentioned  ioaof 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war ;  and  no  iniliiarT 
conn  whose  jurisdiction  is  derived  from,  and  can- 
fined  to  branches  of  them,  could  legally  exereiR 
any  over  bim.  This  cosclusioD  irresistibly  fal- 
lows from  the  act  of  Congress,  It  defiaes  who 
shall  be  considered  as  a  spy,  and  directs  that  b« 
shall  be  tiied  by  a  court  martial.  This  wooU 
have  been  uaaecessary  if  the  court  had  iurisdie- 
tion  over  a  spy  before  this  act  passed.  It  Eurdf 
will  not  be  contended  that  a  commanding  officer 
had  not,  by  tbe  laws  and  usage*  of  natioas,  full 
power  to  execnte  a  spy  mthout  the  interventioa 
of  a  conrl  martial,  and  that  be  would  not  havi 
tbe  power  still,  if  the  act  of  Congies*  had  n« 
directed  one.  Had  Congfus  intended  ibat  i 
court  martial  should'have  jurisdiction  of  asf 
other  offences  against  the  laws  of  nations,  they 
would  hare  provided  for  it,  as  they  have  done  ia 
the  case  of  a  spy ;  not  having  done  so,  tba  COD- 
clusion  is  inevitable  that  ibey  intended  the  pent 
to  punish,  in  all  other  oases,  should  remain  when 
national  law  bad  placed  it,  in  tke  commandisi 
Oeneral.  It  requires  express  legislation  to  gin 
Ihi*  potver  to  any  other  tribunal.  Haviag,  thea. 
no  legal  cognizance  of  ibis  case,  an  acqaitul  of 
the  prisoner  bf  tbi*  special  court  would  not  siv* 
him  from  puaishment,  much  less  would  a  at- 
tence  by  tbem  of  a  lesser  punishment  supersede 
ibe  power  of  tbe  General  to  punish  accordiiw  to 
ihe  taw  of  nations.  Even  admitting,  then,  uiit 
ihe  General  considered  this  as  a  court  mirtiil, 
and  that  ihey  considered  themselves  as  baving 
full  power  to  mitigate  the  punishment  of  ihe  pris- 
soner:  yet,  when  it  appear*  that  they  were  all 
mistaken,  that  tbe  court  had  no  jurisdiotioo,  sad 
the  General  bad  foil  power,  we  DUght  not  lo  cen- 
sure him  when  he  has,  in  fact,  violated  no  law, 
and  not  exceeded  his  aulhoritf.  If  there  was  a 
ease  when  it  was  necessary,  for  the  jnsiificalioa 
of  the  General,  that  ii  should  appeii  that  this 
court  had  1^1  jurisdiction,  I  ibink  gentlemen 
opposed  to  him  would  have  clearif  coDVinced 
[DIE  House  that  the  power  to  punish  was  express- 
ly in  him,  and  musl  be  exercised  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, li  canoot  be  contended  that  both 
bad  jurisdiction.  If  tbe  General  had  it,  lbs  court 
had  not ;  and  if  the  court  had  it,  it  was  no'  op- 
tional  in  him  to  act  wiihoai  submitting  it  to  tbem. 

It  was  oertaioly  tbe  opinion  of  Ihe  ^■"J^ 
that  this  special  court  was  not  a  court  msrliil, 
and  had  no  legal  power  to  try  and  punish  the 
prisoners.  This  clearly  appears  from  his  order 
for  convening  ihe  court :  "  The  following  ileUil 
'  will  compose  a  special  court,  to  coaveae  at  iku 
'  post,  at  the  hour  of  18  o'clock  A,  M.,  f«w« 
'  purpose  of  investigating  Ibe  charges  tguaU  A. 
'  Arbutbnot,  Robert  Christie  Ambrister,  and 
'  sucbotbeissimilarlyaiiaated  as  piay  be brougai 
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'  before  it.  The  aonri  will  record  all  the  dMU* 
'  mentB  aad  leilimoDy  in  the  several  euea,  tnd 
'  their  opinioD  as  to  the  gaitt  or  ioDOeeDce  of  the 
*  prisoDera,  and  wbat  paoisbmeDt  ought  lo  be  in- 
'  nieted."  When  it  ii  intended  to  organize  a 
eoort  mania],  il  it  called  «o  io  the  order,  aiia  ihe 
emae  of  General  Hull,  "  A  general  coart  martial, 
for  the  trial  of  Brigadier  Qeoeral  Hall,  will  eon- 
vcDe,"  Ac.  And  ihii  form  ia  inrariablj  pariaed. 
In  this  case  the  order  waa  not  for  a  general  coart 
Diartial  lo  lir,  but  for  a  apecial  coart  to  invcdi- 
gaile  llie  chaise*  and  record  the  cTidence  |  not  to 
pais  a  iraientM  or  to  ptinitb,  but  to  report  an 
opinion  at  to  ggilt  or  innocence,  and  «bal  paa- 
iMimeat,  if  any,  should  be  inflicted.  It  was,  iu 
&et,  and  so  intended,  a  coart  merely  adrisory  to 
the  Qeneral— a  board  or  council  of  offieeri— «ach 
■a  are  oonrened  for  adrice  and  an  opinion  aboai 
u>r  military  operationt,  bat  whose  prooeedinga 
an  not  binding  on  him.  If  he  concurs  with  tbera, 
it  relievea  and  pertiaps  may  exonerate  him  from 
reapontibility :  if  ha  differs  from  tbem,  inereasat 
it.  Bat  it  is  a  tribaaai  anknown  to  any  law ;  it 
eaaiKit  take  from  him  any  power  which  waa  ia- 
herent  in  him.  Hi*  Infliction  of  a  panishment 
difiereat  from  that  fixed  by  the  court  only  in- 
oreases  his  responsibilily ;  and  we  most  judge 
of  the  ease  as  if  there  bad  been  no  court.  If  ha 
bad  power  to  do  what  he  did  without  a  court,  it 
ia  con clniiTe  that  they  had  none  lo  control  him. 
He  had  good  reasons  fordifTering  in  opinion  with 
them:  Ambrisler  bad  coafesied  the  charges,  and 
threw  faimielf  on  Ihe  mercy  of  ibe  court.  Tbe 
only  panishment  known  to  the  law  of  nations  for 
his  offence  was  death ;  tbe  coorl  had  no  right 
to  inflict  any  other.  The  hall  and  cbain  ia  one 
unknown  to  that  code;  and  there  waa  no  good 
reason  to  discriminate  between  him  and  Arbuih- 
not.  It  it,  indeed,  admitted  by  all,  that  the  case 
of  the  former  was  one  of  the  greatest  atrocity. 

The  proceeding*  of  these  malt  bear  a  striking 
analogy  to  those  on  tbe  trial  of  Major  Andre. 
He  wat  taken  as  a  tpy.  There  was  then  no  act 
of  Congress  direciinf  a  court  martialfor  bis  trial; 
it  was  an  offence  known  only  to  the  laws  of  na* 
tioni;  and  that  it  was  to  cooaidered  by  Oeaeral 
Wasliington,  appears  from  his  letter  to  Qeiieral 
Clinton,  September  30,  1760.  "  I  am  to  inform 
'  you  that  Major  Andre  was  taken  under  inch  cir- 
'cutnsiaDC**  aa  would  hare  justified  the  most 
'  summary  proceedings  against  hini.  I  determin- 
'  ed,howeTer,  to  refer nis  case  to  the  examination 
'  and  decision  of  aboard  of  general  officers."  Such, 
loo,  was  the  opinion  of  [he  board  of  general  of- 
ficers. "The  board  report  tbat  Major  Andre 
'  ought  to  be  considered  a  spy  from  tbe  enemy, 
*  and  that,  ajrreeably  lo  the  law  and  the  usage  ot 
'  nations,  it  is  their  opinion  he  ought  lo  tnffer 
'  death."  They  were  not  a  court  martial.  The 
order  for  eouTening  tbem  wat  in  tubstance  tbe 
Mmeatin  the  preienlcase.  "  Qen  tie  men,  Major 
'  Andre,  adjutant  general  of  the  Briiith  army, 
'  will  be  brought  before  you  for  yonr  examina. 
'  lion.  Afier  a  careful  examination,  you  will  be 
'  pleased,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  report  a  pre- 
'  cite  slate  of  hi*  cate,  together  with  yonr  opt- 


'  nion  of  the  light  in  which  he  ought  to  ha  con-> 
'  sidered,  and  the  pnnithment  thai  ought  to  ha 
'  inflicted.  They  pasted  no  sentence,  btil  merely 
gare  an  opinion.  The  Qeneral  expressly  claim- 
ed the  power  lo  be  in  himacif,  but  referred  it  to 
the  opinion  of  a  board  of  officers.  Yet,  in  bis 
teller  lo  Gongrest  announcing  the  execution  of 
Major  Andre,  he  says  it  was  in  parauancc  <ftlte 
terUenee  ot  the  board.  "  I  have  tbe  honor,"  saya 
he,  "  to  enclose  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  ptor 
'  ccedings  of  a  board  of  general  officers,  in  the  case 
'  of  Major  Andre,  adjutant  general  of  the  British 
'  army.  The  officer  was  executed  in  purtuoncs 
'  of  ihe  tetUentx  oftht  board."  If  we  are  dispos- 
ed to  invetiigate  tite  proceedings  of  the  board  a* 
eritieally  as  we  do  those  on  the  trial  of  Arbuth- 
not,  we  shall  find  that  the  rules  of  eridence  were 
sUelched  quite  as  far.  The  board  ioterrogaled 
Andre,  and  a  letlerfrom  Oeneral  Arn<^to  Oen- 
etal  Washington  was  read  in  eridence  against 
him. 

Qreat  stress  bas  been  laid  on  Oeneral  Jackson 
calling  this  a  court  martial,  and  speaking  of  their 
proceed ings'a a  a  sentence.  It  is  not  to  be  expected 
that,  in  drawing  up  proceedings  of  this  kind,  some 
errors  would  not  have  crept  in.  We  are  not  to 
expect  a  record  lo  be  so  drawn  up  as  to  stand  tbe 
test  of  a  legal  and  Uchnical  examination  in  a 
court  of  error.  And  the  Qeneral  could  not  have 
expected  tbat  this  great  national  tribunal  would 
lose  sight  of  the  great  principles  of  Conatitotioo- 
al  law,  and  deem  il  worthy  of  ihemselvet  to  ex* 
amine  tecbolcally  every  word  he  usas,  and  to 
condemn  biro  for  defects  of  form,  and  because 
some  expressions  had  been  used  which  might 
afford  ground  for  criticism. 

The  opinion  of  the  Oeneral  and  the  character 
of  the  court  can  be  best  onderslood  by  examiniiig 
the  order  for  their  eonTcaing.  The  court  had 
no  other  anthoriiy  than  what  waa  given  to  iheia 
by  tbe  orderof  the  Oeaeral — when  their  proceed- 
ings exceed  it,  they  arc  void.  Had  they  con- 
formed ihemtelrei  to  the  order,  and  gitcn  no 
lentence,  but  an  opinion  merely,  and  the  word 
sentence  not  been  introduced  into  the  proceed- 
ings..there  would  have  been  no  room  etea  for 
cavil.  The  using  these  words  cannot  ^ire  power 
lo  the  court  or  the  Qeneral,  not  their  omittios 
ukeilaway.  Tbat  it  to  be  tested  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  act  of  Congress  and  the  law  of  na- 
tiona,  and  not  by  tbe  exprettions  which  Ihe  court 
or  General  introduces  into  their  proceedings.  It 
woald,  indeed,  be  a  new  way  of  awertaiuing  tbt 
jurisdiction  of  courts,  not  by  the  laws  creating 
tbem,  but  a  criticil  and  lechoioal  cons  miction  M 
the  words  they  use.  If  tbe  defence  of  the  Qen- 
eral rested  on  ibis  being  a  general  court  martial, 
1  think  gentlemen  wouFd  iurdly  be  canlsnted  to 
permit  u*  to  consider  it  so  because  he  bad  inad- 
vertently called  it  one.  I  think  it  hard  that  we 
should  be  forced  so  lo  consider  il,  when  it  must 
be  admitted  that  our  laws  do  not  make  il  ao. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio  deduces  the  jnrisdie- 
tion  of  this  court  from  the  common  law,  and 
usage  of  the  army,  and  of  courts  martial.  1  ad- 
mit there  it  such  CMnmou  law  and  usage;  bat, 
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lik<  Iha  niagn  of  thr  citH  eomiBOD  Uw,  it  onlf 
«XleMds  to  tba  pnclic«,  foinu,  ■□(!  mode  of  pro- 
eMdiogi,  but  aot  to  give  then  juritdicuon. 
Count  «r«  cRftiAi]  bj  pocitire  laws,  uul  the 
boiiBdmm*  of  their  jonsdiction  aiwiTs  defined. 
It  is  nut  left  to  tb«a  to  arnnne  and  extend  it  at 
pleuun. 

Tkuf  coBtiduiDg  this  court  as  haviog  oeither 
by  the  order  of  (be  Qenefal,  nor  the  laws  sf  the 
couDltr,  i»j  ociier  than  adviiorf  powan,  he  was 
not  boood  bj  thair  opioion  ;  hai  violated  no  Jaw, 
■ad  ia  foUy  jvalified  io  the  e^Mcuiion  of  theae 
MM.  Tbe  erron  which  hiveenpt  iuo  tbeeoci' 
•ideratioo  of  thb  c«m  have  aiUco  from  e«and- 
eriog  ihig  aa  ■  regular  eooK  martial,  haviag  fuJl 
and  complete  Jtiriadieiios.  Thie  beikg  oTeaily 
oihttwiM,  Imves  Mthiag  tubstastlalljr  wroogi 
and  the  OBlf  errcrt  Ihoae  of  foriD,  io  drawing  up 
ud  referaing  to  ibe  proeeediogs  of  ibe  coart— 
wron  which  mi||h[  pcaiiUr  be  »rMlBble  to  make 
a  flaw  ia  aa  indictmenl,  but  are  cerutinly  nDw»r. 
tbf  of  liie  iolflrbrence  of  Ibi*  Honee,  whose 
ycnret  of  oninie  ehaild  ba  rtwrved  for  great 
oeeaMoas,  when  osr  libertiaa  ate  in  danger. 

We  have  beard  laiieh  of  milliar)'  tMHrpatioo ; 
'-'-"•■  '-    '    ID  Mtd  to  be  dai 


coudncl  we  are  now  iorcitigating.  I  will  net 
ilwell  oa  hi*  military  aebieTemenis;  but,  for  a 
nomcBt,  call  the  atteation  of  the  Uanse  lo  hii 
giealeit  and  biighteal  trinrnph— over  tiiioiBir. 
Whcniatmiied  vritb  the  defeqce  of  OrleaD*~the 
tafetf  of  the  aaiioD  dem«aded  it — be  proclaimed 
martial  Uw,  and  disobeyed  the  writ  of  Habea* 
CwpUB.  When  the  danger  bad  eeated,  be  was 
called  upon  by  judicial  proeess  to  aDswer  for  the 
offence.  Though  aomtiitded  by  a  rietorious  ar- 
my, and  a  people  whom  he  had  saved,  who  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  eourt-boiue,  rending  tbe  air 
with  BCclamatioDs  of  praise,  the  enlbuiioiro  of 
the  people  could  not  be  nsiraioed  even  in  ibe 
preienae  of  the  judge,  who,  alarmed,  declared  he 
waa  not  safe  io  tbe  «xeeniJon  of  his  duty.  Tbe 
General  deelatcd  he  would  pcoteot  the  eoun.  He 
■ilaneed  the  crowd,  reoeired  his  sentence,  and 

K'd  the  penally.  From  such  a  man  I  have  no 
n;  and  lam  sure  tbe  nation  was  not  alitmed, 
betaui^  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and,  for  theeom- 
moa  safety,  be  dared  to  violate  the  laws,  when 
they  found  him,  after  danger  had  ceased,  rolnn- 
larily  submitting  to  their  sentence.  Par  from 
Ihinkingi  military  genius  dangerous  to  the  coun- 
Uy,  I  think  it  has  saved  it.  Tbe  last  war  pre- 
sented to  the  world  a  brilliant  display,  which 
afforded  safety  and  tranquillity  j  but,  I  believe 
nciied  ao  fears.  Twice  have  our  armies,  flushed 
with  victory,  and  commanded  by  the  first  talents 
of  the  age,  been  disbanded  withoni  a  murmur. 
And,  though  led  and  inspired  by  military  genius, 
it  was  a  genius  excited  to  save,  protect,  and  bless 
our  country.  Last  year  you  took  from  tbe  most 
gallant  officera  of  the  army  ibelr  brevet  pay ; 
they  made  no  complaint  Experieace  like  this 
iboold  coaviace'-ne  Ihal  we  are  in  ao  daoKcr 


fcoca  this  power.  Aiii,  at  this  maroant,  wttan 
inoh  fean  aie  eateruiocd  fiom  the  atmy,  tliBy 
■re  anxiously  waiting  for  an  appropriatioa  far 
their  food  aad  raiment  It  aaems,  indeed  that 
iuoh  fean  are  chimericaL  We  have  ten  itaon- 
saad  men  toattered  aimesi  over  infiaite  spase. 
How  cooieoiplible  wonld  be  ibrit  eSana  to  en- 
slave a  nation  whioh  bt»  fifteen  huMlHd-ihaii- 
saad  militia  freemen,  able  and  wiUingta  tnaia- 
laia  their  rights. 

In  the  history  of  aacient  RepubUct,  geaUemen 
have  dwelt  on  one  insunee  of  a  military  uaurp*- 
lion,  thouzb  thai  Bepublic  bad  been  so  diatfaeied 
by  mobi,  laeiioai,  and  icditianii  that  even  a  aaiL- 
iiary  despotism  was  a  bleaaiog.  fiui^  in  dwelling 
on  tbe  dangec  from  aulilary  cUefs,  thef  do  nec 
naotion  tba  men  who,  by  their  geDiDaand  tal- 
ealB,  have  saved  their  oouatrr,  and,  «o  fu  tn>m 
repressing  their  liberties,  eoalj  aoi  pro<eat  thata> 
selves,  and  ware  saotifleed  by  their  coaatrymen 
to  that  spirit  of  ottiaeaem  which  graiifiail   tb« 

Ciaione  and  jealouay  of  those  who  were  litcd  of 
ariog  ihem  called  the  great,  the  good,  and  tbe 
jnsU  Modera  history  leacbet  as  that  the  reiga 
of  princes,  of  military  genial,  baa  been  the  one 
when  the  arts  and  scieaoas  hue  ftoariifacd  nod 
been  protected.  In  the  long  listaf  Freach  Kin^ 
the  one  most  illustrious  tor  his  nilitaiy  talents 
(Henry  IV)  wai  no  leas  so  for  his  dtvMi<m  to 
the  bappioess  of  bis  people;  and. the  Bnglishaa* 
lion  can  tell  whether  their  liberties  were  mora 
secure  under  Williamlllor  Charles  li.  If  theae 
is  at  ibis  moment  a  nation  in  Eatope,  debased  by 
Npersiitioa  and  enslaved  by  tyranny,  it  is  tlie 
one  whose  sovereign  has  never  seen  a  baiite. 
This  House  ha*  not,  on  other  occasions,  and  in 
relation  to  tbe  conduct  of  other  officers,  avntced 
tbe  same  fears  of  military  usurpation.  Less 
alarm  has,  indeed,  been  excited  when  the  rigfaia 
of  our  own  oitizenE  have  been  violated,  than  for 
these  foreign  incendiaries.  In  tbe  caiee  ot  Oen- 
oral  Brown  and  Major  Austin,  against  wbon 
damages  had  been  recovered,  by  jury  trials,  for 
violating  tbe  rights  ol  American  citixena  during 
the  late  war,  CoDgresa,  so  fat  from  oeasnring 
those  officers,  indemnified  them,  and  paid  the 
dams:ges.  No  one  thongbt  the  Coastitaiion  in 
danger ;  but  ail  agreed  that,  tnasmaeh  as  ibey 
acted  from  correct  motives,  and  from  a  senee  of 
duty,  ihe  Qovernment  was  bound  to  iademniiy 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  asking  too  much  in  favor  of 
Qeoeral  Jackson,  to  apply  the  same  principles  Io 
his  conduoi,  and  not  to  censure  him  for  oondoct 
similar  to  Ibat  which  we  approve  io  others. 

In  considering  whether  the  conduct  of  Qeaeial 
Jackson  in  crossing  the  Florida  line,  and  takiflg 
St.  Marbi  and  Pensaeola,  be  right  or  wrong,  gea- 
tlemea  on  neither  side  seem  to  agree  in  their 
reasons.  Those  disposed  lo  censure,  have  taken 
much  pains  to  iuveoi  or  give  such  reasons  fw 
his  conduct,  as  will  give  them  tbe  plessors  of 
exposing  their  futility ;  others  have  labored  to 
justify  him  on  some  minor  sabjeets,  on  grounds 
which  leave  him  defenceless  oa  bis  imporiant 
operations.    I  shall  not  lake  up  the  time  of  the 
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HsKte  !■  KtaminiDJC  wheilMT  he  otn  be  deAmded 
«■  ao;  of  the  grevDds  SMMvied  s  bnl  ihiofc  it  boc 
ttonnsB  }»eliee  to  tbe  GenaTBl  to  inqaire  iriM- 
Ihcf  be  UD  bedefevded  on  hie  own.  In  bis  own 
wwdc,  I  reel  bis  deAoee  "on  the  tminatable 
'  prineipiee  ofaelHetnoe,  emhorized  by  the  law 
'  of  ■■mre  end  of  netioae;"  *0Dlhii  enneiplebe 
'  beitom*  ell  his  operetiraei"  "on  the  Tact  ihat 

<  ibe  apaniah  officera  had  aided  aed  abetted  the 
'  lodiaD  eaemr,  eed  therefore  becamv  a  parljr  id 
^hoetilitiee  againet  n,  doea  ha  JMiify  his  occi* 
'  pyiag  ihe  ^afliih  fbrtreete*.  Spain  had  disre- 
'-MidM  ihe  ireatiei  ezlaliiig  with  Ihe  Amerieao 
'  OoTernownt,  or  had  sot  power  to  enforce  ihem. 
*The  IixNaa  nibea  iriihia  her  territory,  and 
'  whiob  abe  wae  beand  k>  beep  at  peace,  bad  ria- 
'  feed  onr  eitlwiieinth  all  the  bonon  of  Mvsfe 
'war.  Htgto  brtgattda  were  Miabllthing  thtm- 
■  sal  vet  when  ahd  where  they  pleaeed,  and  fbreigo 
'weniewere  opcblr  aad  inowtrngly  peaetiiiDg 
'Ifteir  iotrigiM  io  thie  n^nral  lerritoty.    The 

*  ioinntable  priaoiplea  of  oetf-defenco  juttifled. 
"therefore,  the  eoeopaiMiy  of  Ibe  Flofidai^aM 

<  the  same  prineiplee  wiH  wamat  the  Ameaeav 
'Oorernmeat  in  beldJngi  it  mtil  aiich  llateu 

*  Spain  oaa  gmrauiee,  bf  an  ndemale  inilitaTy 
'  WW,  tbe  KMintainfDC  of  her  aDtkoritf  witkiit 

*  the  ootany." — (Letter  Io  tbe  SecraMrr  of  War. 
JvaeSd.) 

[tmiM  be  reeelleeted  that  all  tbe  Indiana  o]^ 
MHd  to  Ds  resided  on  tbe  Florida  aide  of  Ihe 
DDC,  and,  with  the  exeeplioa  of  isolaied  ipoti^ 
Peaiacola  and  9t.  Marks,  ihe  whole  counirr  wb« 
in  IheirexolntiTe posMMiea.  Theyhad  tbeaor- 
ereif^mr  in  fact;  Spain  oalf  Demioallr  ;  it*  ao- 
ikoviir  was  not  respected  or  ctco  mainiaiDed  in 
appearance.  Il  wai  ladian  terriiorjr  in  their  oa- 
•upaiion,  and  all  the  rtgbti  of  so  re  reign  tf  wliieh 
were'eeenor  felt  were  tbeira.  Alihenah  there 
maf  be  same  diflbrence  of  opinion  as  to  new  we 
caasider  the  Indian?^  there  is  none  aa  to  Spain : 
ah*  does  not  recognwe  them  as  bavijig  auf  aitri- 
butea  of  a  nattooal  charaeier,  or  acknowledge 
theoi  at  haviog  any  rights  in  Ibe  soil.  She  holds 
no  treaties  wii%  them,  and  only  permits  them 
oecupf  the  lat>dt  till  ber  eoaveaieaee  reqnires 
~  them.  Then,  her  anifoira  policy  has  been  exier- 
mioaiioa.  If  she  ihos  considers  the  ladians,  and 
pcriaiia  tbetn  and  onr  Tonarwar  nfgroes  to  otarp 
and  exercise  the  rights  of  sovereign ir  witbin  her 
■omiDal  jnriidjotion  ;  if  tbeposseseioaaDd  pewer 
-of  the  eon  at  ry  be  ihns  in  our  enemy,  and  ibcf 
beeuffNcdKi  use  itferour  aoDoyBDce;  if,  within 
(be  line,  they  prepare  aod  organize  their  sttaeki, 
and  pass  it  for  rarage  and  mnrder,  we,  ia  self- 
defence,  may  cross  ii,  and  pnrene  our  enemy  to 
hie  own  ground,  bis  resident^,  depots,  and  for- 
treises.  Tbe  Qeneral  would  not  have  done  his 
doty,  and  wonld  ha*e  received  the  cenaai 
this  Qoveroment,  If,  in  repelling  an  ioeursion,  be 
■bonid  consider  a  matbematieal  line  as  a  ba 
beyond  wbieb  he  woold  not  pass,  and  suffer  ibe 
enemy  to  protect  tbemselvea  bebiod  it,  and  gain 
time  to  rally,  organiie,  and  prepare  for  a  new 
one.  Tbe  war  woald  be  endless  if  ha  waa  bound 
to  leapcct  an  aaihorilf  ihai  did  not  ex  let    •  aoT- 


et«igfltf  Ibat  wat  not  asserted  or  axerclaad— aatf 
rights  that  were  suflfered  to  he  oiurped  for  Ibe. 
{HirpoMaof  the  moet  ornri  hostlKtiesooourfron- 
liwE.  We  have  aoi  so  considered  it )  bat  a  few 
days  ainee,  this  Honse.  if  not  unanimously,  at 
least  wlthont  a  dhweoting  vofoe,  awarded  to  Sail- 
Ingmaater  Loomis  $5,1X10  for  blowing  up  the 
Negro  ffofi,  eonlainiBg  three  hnndreo  oegroM, 
OB  tbe  Appalaehieola,  within  the  Spanish  tine. 
In  Mr.  Loomis  Ibis  condoct  bat  thus  met  oar 
approbation,  and  receives  onr  reward ;  yet,  he 
deeerved  onr  eeneore  nod  puniehmenl,  if  OenCTal 
Jaekson  wns  wrong  in  crossing  tbe  line  in  pop- 
suitor  OQT  enemies,  a  remnant  of  tbe  same  ne^ 
groes  and  their  Indian  allies. 

In  inqoiring  into  tbe  oeenpatton  of  8l.  Marks 
and  Paasaeola,  I  have  not  renrred  to  aar  vrhers 
on  national  law.  In  tbe  history  of  civilised  na-> 
liooe,  we  And  nothing  analogous  to  the  sitoatleft 
of  the  Indians  Inhabiting  thia  noODtry,  and  ens- 
not  cnpeot  to  find,  in  their  nsages  or  latereonrea 
with  each  other,  any  principles  adopiad,  w4ikh 
will  apply  to  tbia  oaae,  which  fs  attteilr  ana  «vt 
(Mierie,  and  to  be  gevened  hy  its  own  rules.  I 
oomidiT  it  as  a  question  «f  firat  and  endenee. 
If,  from  the  documents  before  ns,  it  ehall  clearly 
appear  that  ibe  effieers  comtBandin?  the  forts 
dia  stiAr  then  to  he  used  as  depots  lor  anr  one- 
Diies  ;  if  they  wore  there  sappHed  with  arms  and 
aamniiitioii ;  if  tbe  Indians  had  free  egress  and 
ngress,  and  io  all  respects  were  snflered  to  ttee 
them  far  purposes  hostile  to  os  ;  if  the  Bpnnith 
flag  arera  need  onir  na  a  sever  for  euemy'e  pr<^ 
perty,  and  ber  officers  became  auxilianei  and 
allies  to  the  Indians  «nd  negroee,  I  tbink  it  oan- 
noi  well  be  donbted  thai  Qeaeral  Jaekson  was 
aotborieed  to  oooalder  Ibem  as  ibey  were  tn  fact, 
aod  was  not  bound  to  respect  Ibem,  as  ihey  were 
only  in  naoie.  Had  these  facts  been  in  the  ex- 
clusive possesion  of  oat  enemies,  ihey  conld  not 
have  been  mere  benefitted, nor  we  more  injured. 
I  consider  tbem  as,  In  sebsiance  and  in  faot,  In- 
dian fortu,  Bitempied  to  be  protected  by  the 
Spanish  fla;,  aod  (bat  the  evidence  is  such  as 
oannot  aflbrd  a  reawnable  doabt.  From  the  na- 
ture of  the  ease  it  cannot  becKpeeied  to  be  per- 
fectly positive  and  definite.  Let  it  be  recollected 
that  most  of  it  h  to  be  dnwn  from  persons  oret 
whom  wa  have  no  control— oat  o^oa  eaemlee, 
or  their  allies.  Examine  Ihe  letter  of  the  Qfyt- 
eraoT  of  8l.  Harks  to  Arbuibnol : 

■<  AAhs  fasvhig  sasnnied  a  sBiiaos  aspect  between 
Ihe  eavsges  and  Americsna,  sod  not  doubting  that  the 
■torm  1^1  pass  tbia  way,  I  enteitshi  apprahensioDS  far 
the  ssfc^  of  foar  little  objects,  and  beliers  it  to  be 
for  yoai  Interest-  net  to  lose  ■  moment  in  nmeviiis 
ttaemthMi  bsooe.  I  shall  be  h^py  to  see  you.  Hut 
I  may  have  lbs  plasnre  of  smbraciDg  yen,  and  an 
oppertanit;  of  eonnmag  with  job  en  the  polities  of 
the  da7,  whieh,  under  existent  dioDmatanosei  it  Is 


When  sich  eantion  is  observed,  we  ongbt  to 
be  surptiaed,  noi  that  tli«  testimoBf  is  so  weal^ 
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bat  that  it  ia  m  Mroag.  From  ona  of  ibe  doca* 
menlsii  appean  ibat  in  this  foit  this  war  was 
'devised  ;  tbe  power  of  kltorner  from  the  Indians 
to  Arbutbaot,  was  not  anljr  execoied  ibere,  and 
ID  ihe  pteseace  of  the  commandant,  bat  it  is 
coUDleraigned,  "  approved,  F.  C.  Luengo,  com- 
naodaDt  Sl  Marks."  In  this  post  the  Indian 
•nppliea  were  dspoaited,  and,  wnen  they  failed, 
tbe  QovtrnmcDt  stores  were  at  Iheir  disposal,  and 
■old  bf  them.  Thi«  place  was  a  mere  depen- 
deney.  Id  Fencacola  the  commandant  was  ud- 
der  tbe  orders  of  the  Qovernor  of  the  latter  place, 
ud  he  was  of  coarse  tespoBiible  for  his  conduct. 
In  this  place  the  Indians  not  oaljr  received  ehel- 
ter,  bat  succor.  Three  parlies,  who  bad  beea 
■allied  (here  with  means,  were  escorted  br  the 
Bpaoiah  officers  in  an  eipedilion  into  our  leiri- 
toiy ;  and,  from  the  leslimony  of  nnmerou*  wii- 
onses,  it  is  cleailjr  proved  thai  all  tbe  resoarces 
and  stores  of  that  post  were  at  tbeir  eommand, 
and  Ihe  Governor  siving  tbem,  privatel]',  «rery 
aid  in  his  power.  It  would  be  tedlons  lo  icad 
tbem  lo  the  House ;  but  gemlemen  who  will  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  must  feel  that  these  vari- 
aus  depositions  present  a  maas  of  evidence  cod- 
elusive  of  the  fact. 

In  applying  tbew  facts  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
lappraheud  wesball  find  that  Spain  has  do  cause 
of  complaint.  We  ars  bound  to  reapect  her 
tight*  if  she  ia  neutral :  but,  if  her  offieer*  a«- 
anmea  belli^ereol  attitude;  if  iheygiv*  positive 
ud  affirmative  REsistaoee  to  the  Inmaos  and  ae- 
gfoes,  they  are  no  longer  nentral :  there  is,  in 
lael,  no  neutrality  to  respect.  ^General  Jicksuo 
sot  only  had  a  rigbi,  but  was  'bound,  to  decide 
who  waabia  enemy.  If.  in  marching  to  meet 
Ike  lodiaDs,  he  bad  faced  them  flaDked  by  a  Span- 
ish company,  regiment,  fori,  or  abip,  and  all  was 
aciled  as  one  maas,  and  its  force  brought  to 
bear  hoelilely  on  him,  sod  in  aid  of  Ihe  Indians, 
no  one  would  say  tbat  he  was  bound  to  write  to 
tbe  Department  of  War  for  orders.  He  would 
not  have  done  hia  duty,  and  would  have  defied 
tbe  censure  of  ihia  House  and  nation,  if  be  had 
waited  for  orders  or  come  away  and  have  left  an 
enemy  in  fact,  in  tbe  Geld  or  in  garrison.  Wber- 
aver,  therefore,  he  found  Spanish  soil,  Spaniah 
aoldiers,  or  Spanish  posts,  in  the  posseuioD  of 
the  enemy,  and  brought  to  operate  od  u*,  he  was 
bound  to  attack  it.  It  ia  not  for  Spain  to  lay 
we  violated  her  neutral  tighte— she  had  none. 
Tbe  case  put  by  my  colleague  fully  illostrates 
[his  position,  i^e  saj^s,  myliouse  is  my  castle, 
but  another  may  enter  it  in  self-defence,  and  from 
iiecessity.  This  is  true— but  this  rnle  appliea  to 
SDOtber  case.  My  hoase  is  my  oastle,  and  shall 
protect  me  and  mine,  but  not  my  neighbors.  In 
It  I  am  safe  from  proceaa  j  hot  if  I  sutler  another 
to  enter  iL  he  shall  have  no  protection,  and  the 
lowest  officer  of  tbe  peace  may  break  open  the 
doors  to  arrest  him  or  seize  hi*  property.  None 
can  doubt  this  rule  of  the  common  law — ii  is 
also  a  rule  of  Dailonal  law.  A  neutnil  fort  or 
nentral  ship  shall  protect  neutrals  and  neutral 
{«operty.  If  a  Dtatral  ship  forftita  its  neutrality 
or  aoca  an  ant  of  ■  belligetent  character,  its  flag 


doac  not  prMeet  it.  If -priTaie  properly,  it  is  for- 
feited 1  if  a  publie  ship,  it  may  be  taken.  An 
American  frigate  is  engaged  with  an  English 
one,  and  a  Spanish  frigate  comes  and  supplies 
the  latter  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  men — can 
any  one  doubt  that  ilie  American  would  be  justi- 
fied in  taking  her  7  She  is  not  neutral.  She  as- 
sumes an  hostile  altitude  and  givea  our  enemy 
the  actual  use  and  benefit  of  her  whole  power. 
It  would  be  indeed  strange,  if  a  ship  could  be 
ptoteeted  while  in  actual  hostilities,  merely  b»- 
cauae  she  bore  a  neutral  fiag.  If  a  company  or 
regiment  of  Spaoish  soldiers  were  foaud  ighting 
by  ibe  side  of  tbe  Indians,  it  could  not  be  said 
that  the  General  was  bound  to  consider  and  re- 
spect them  a*  neatrols :  he  is  boimd  to  decide 
from  ihe  evideace  before  him;  he  acts  oa  hi* 
reeponsibility,  and  rests  bimself  for  his  defence 
on  the  fact  of  tbeir  direct  partieipatioH  ia  the 
war,  and  on  this  I  rest  hi*  defence.  Spain  her- 
self baa  not  contradicted  this  prinoiple,  aad  wa 
are  all  in  this  singular  siiuaiion,  that,  ia  tbis 
House,  those  opposed  to  Qeneral  Jackson  deny 
the  principle,  while  Spain  only  denies  tbe  faet; 
coiucioua  that  the  one  results  from  Ibe  other. 
Though  there  has  been  much  correspondence  on 
this  subject,  and  condueied  by  the  Spanish  Mia- 
iaier  with  aiach  spirit,  yet  we  do  not  find  him 
once  complain  of  the  eiecntion  of  Arbuthoot  ei 
Ambrialet ;  neither  ia  it  mantioaed  in  aay  letter 
of  Mr.  Pizario  to  Mr.  Erring.  The  former,  io- 
deed,  in  his  maniTesto,  published  at  Ha.obatg, 
does  advert  to  it,  but  we  may  fairly  prtsum* 
that  this  wes  done  to  meet  the  views  and  per- 
haps the  dictation  of  another  Power.  In  sncba 
paper  as  this,  it  is  indeed  to  be  expeoied,  that, 
according  to  the  rule*  of  diplomatic  ctiquelM^ 
be  would  complain  of  anything,  and  ia  strong 
langnage ;  but  it  was  evidently  not  intttDded  for 
our  Qoveramenl.  No  snob  complaint  was  ever 
made,  to  us.  My  colleague  aay^  that  military 
etiquette  requited  Don  Mazot  to  write  a  threat- 
ening letter  to  Geoeral  Jackson,  that  he  would 
drive  him  out  of  Florida.  Let  the  aaiae  ml* 
be  applied  to  the  manifetlo  of  Mr.  Pizarro.  If 
Spain,  therefore,  does  not  complain  of  the  exo- 
outioD  of  these  men,  surely  we  seed  not. 

Ii  is  said  that  no  notice  was  given  to  the  Span- 
iah  Government  of  the  hostile  acta  of  tbe  govern- 
ors of  tbe  fort*.  The  reverse  appear*  from  the 
documnta.  Aad  here  again  gentlemen  make  oa 
excuse  for  Spain,  which  she  disclaim*.  In  his  let* 
ter  lo  Mr.  Fiiarro,  of  the  ISth  of  July,  Mr.  Ki^ 
vingsaya,  he  renew*  his  reolamatioason  thesni^ 
ject  of  the  conduct  of  tbe  Spanish  authoritiet  ia 
Florida,  and  Mr.  Pizarro  does  not,  in  his  teplf, 
deny  the  fact  of  notice.  Governor  Co  ppinger,  in  hu 
letter  of  December,  1817,speak*of  thaeomplaiott 
of  the  American  Government.  When  the  ne^e 
fori  was  built,  and  a  direct  notice  given  to  ut 
Governor  of  Pensacola  of  the  fact,  and  a  denusJ 
for  it*  desirnoiioD,  he  admits  the  face,  says  he  wiU 
write  to  the  Governor  of  the  Havana,  that  wbeB 
he  coosidera  of  it,  and  make*  up  bi*  miod,  *Bd 
sends  him  a  sufficient  force  to  do  it,  he  will,  at  a 
eoBventant  time,  drive  the  negrec*  iion  the  fort. 
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Will  gratkEMD  wriotulf  ODD  tend  that  Gere  rn- 
nent,  or  GcBeral  JteksoD,  wera  boand  to  periail 
oar  froalien  to  be  snfferitig  nnder  ill  tbe  honors 
of  •■  Indian  and  nefro  war,  aotil  it  stionfd  anil 
ib«  leiinre  atid  coDTvnirDce  of  oae  Spanish  offi- 
eei  to  conanlt  another,  and  he  a  third,  and  to  take 
their  own  time  to  do  us  what  oughl  to  be  dooc 
at  once,  and  wliieh  we  were  bound  in  eommon 
jnatice  to  arm  onr  own  eiiizeni  to  do,  if  Bpaia 
did  noil  We  were  not  bound  togive  ootiee  to 
tbe  Spaniih  Court.  Tbe  danger  was  imminent ; 
we  had  given  ootiee  to  the  local  aatborities ;  ihej 
did  not  act;  the  emei^Def  required  immediate 
action.  Tbe  Spsnish  ofluera  not  onlj  did  not 
check,  but  encouraged  ibe  depredations.  Tbe^ 
were  parties  in  the  war,  and  it  is  idle  to  talk  o! 
notice  to  our  aetoal  enemies,  to  reipect  oar  rigb  13, 
and  caose  them  to  be  respected  by  those  with 
whom  the;  were  acting.  Spain  knows  and  feels 
this;  she  does  not  pretend  to  reapect  hec  aeu- 
tiatitf.  To  an>ease  a  great  Power  she  proteeu, 
bat  she  docs  nothing  more.  She  refused  to  re- 
mme  nosseaaion  of  the  connlrf,  though  offered 
uaaooditionaUr,  conseions  of  her  inabtlilr  to  re- 
tain it,  and  pursue  a  neatral  coarse  ]  thus  admit- 
ting tut  the  ooenpation  of  these  posts  was  jusli- 
flfid  by  our  situatioD,  and  tbe  oondoct  or  her 
BBmrnander*.  In  truth,  we  bare  inraded  no 
■igbl*  of  hers;  thejr  had  been  osaiped  by  the 


leconntrir.  We  were  jnstiL.. 
aad  bound,  io  the  aaaertion  of  the  principles  of 
aelf-defeiue,  to  lake  it  from  tbeir  possession,  and 
thaa  deprire  them  of  tbe  mean*  of  annoyanoe. 
These  are  the  grounds  on  which  tbe  General  has 
placed  it,  and  on  which  all  bis  conduct  is  clearljr 
defensible,  as  it  respects  Spain, 

The  last  sabject  of  inquiry  is,  whether  onr 
ConstilHiioD  has  been  violated,  by  an  assumption 
by  the  General  or  the  President  of  the  war-di- 
recting power,  which  all  admit  to  be  in  Congress, 
and  not  io  the  Executive.  So  Jar  as  this  is  an 
otdinarjr  Indian  war,  tbere  can  be  no  donbi  that 
tbe  uniform  practice  of  onr  Government,  sioce 
its  OTgnnisation,  has  been  lo  coitdaet  it  without 
anf  dedaralion  of  war  by  Congress.  It  is  cer- 
tain tbe  President  does  net  consider  it  a  war  with 
Bpain.  In  hi*  Meaiage  to  as  ai  the  opening  of 
tkissesatOB,  he  expressly  says,  thai  our  operatioos 
wore  not  iatended  as  eels  of  hostility  to  Spain, 
but  were  perfectly  consistent  wiib  our  neotrai 
eelations,  which  be  declares  himself  iocompetenl 
10  ebaage.  Spain  does  not  cofteider  our  conduct 
as  war.  Neither  Don  Onis  not  Mr.  Piiarro  eoro- 
^ain  of  it  at  snob.  They  remoostnie  and  pro- 
mt, but  there  they  slop.  Don  Onis  dees  not  even 
so^Mnd  hisdiplonatic  Intercourse  with  onr  Got- 
emBaeiM,  aitd  itisatthiamotDentaeiivelyeoQtinaed. 
The  Spanish  Minister  la  still  here ;  we  see  him  in 
company  with  the  President  and  Heads  of  De- 
nutmenl,  and  anxionsly  attending  on  this  debate. 
OarcommeraialiaiereoaReUaninlerrupted,  and 
this  aiognlar  aspecl  is  presented  :  Both  Govern- 
menta  say  Ibey  are  at  peace,  and,  in  foci,  all  our 
interconne,  on  both  aides,  is  moel  peaceful ;  and 
yet,  in  this  Honse,  geatleinra  are  endeavoring  to 
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e<»)vinee  us  and  the  nation  tbai  we  are,  and  have 
been,  actually  at  war  with  Spato.  For,  if  there 
has  been  war,  it  still  continues ;  tbere  baa  been 
no  peace,  treaty,  or  compact.  « 

I  think  it  hard  that  thus,  in  despite  of  the  sol- 
emn asseverations  and  the  conduct  of  both  parties, 
we  should  insist  they  are  at  war,  while  the  Pres- 
ident and  Spanish  Court  declare  they  are  at 
Eeaee;  and  when  we  learnt  that  a  negotiation 
IT  the  cession  of  (he  country  that  we  are  said  to 
have  taken  in  war  ia  now  actually  on  fool  in  this 
place.  If  we  are  really  at  war,  gentlemen  do  not 
go  far  enough ;  they  on^ht  to  arraign  tbe  Presi- 
deot  for  giving  up  Florida  withoui  a  treaty,  rati- 
fied by  the  Senate;  for  its  acquisition  by  con- 
quest makes  it  a  part  of  Ibenational  domain,  which 
can  only  be  alienated  by  Ireatv.  But  1  tbiak  it 
hard  that  tbe  complaint  sbottld  come  from  this 
House ;  if  the  President  haa  transcended  hia  Cob- 
stilutiooal  powers,  tbe  fault  it  ours.  Oa  tbe  35th 
of  March  last,  he,  by  a  special  Message,  iranamit- 
ted  to  us  a  candid  and  full  statement  of  all  the 
information  in  his  possession  in  relation  lo  tbe 
Seminole  war;  and  staled,  most  explicitly,  that 
our  troops  bad  ordara  to  enter  Florida  in  purauit 
of  the  enemy,  and  plainly  iolimated  that  the 
Spanish  authority  would  not  be  respected  where 
it  was  not  maintained.  We  knew  the  war  would 
be  carried  on  in  the  Spanish  territory  ;  that  collie 
ions  would  arise  wiib  the  Spanish  authorliie*, 
and  yet  we  did  not  interfere.  We  did  not  declare 
war;  did  not  attempt  to  say  Ibal  he  had  done 
wrong;  oa  the  contrary,  made  large  and  liberal 
appropriations  lo  eondoci  the  war  with  the  8em- 
iooles,  and  in  fact  made  it  his  duty  to  proceed. 
What  could  he  do  otherwise?  He  had  stated 
the  case  to  the  Legislative  branch  of  ibe  Govera- 
ment ;  it  did  not  think  its  powen  usurped  or  in 
danger.  Had  he  stopped,  woald  he  not  have  been 
justly  liable  to  censure?  We  bad,  by  giving 
money,  put  a  practical  coosiruetion  on  the  case. 
He  had  no  alternative  left.  I  beg  genilemen  to 
examine  ibis  Message  carefully,  and  say  whether 
the  E^ecDiive  has  not  coodncted  with  great  def- 
erence and  respect  to  us  and  oar  powers.  If  we 
iboBf^  tbem  in  danger,  then  was  the  time  to 
have  interposed  the  proper  guards;  ae  we  did  not 
tbink  this  necessaty,  he  was  bound  to  consider 
onr  silence  as  an  ecqnieseenee  in  the  measurea, 
which  we  oould  not  but  foresee  would  inevitably 
follow  the  entrance  of  an  army  in  Florida. 

The  capture  of  St.  Marks  and  Peosacola  were, 
at  is  said,  io  themselves  acts  of  war,  and  thus  ri- 
olatioBsof  iheCoostiiniion.  Waris  theoollisioa 
of  nation  with  nation.  An  act  of  war  is  when 
the  force  of  a  nation  is  employed  to  repel  an  iojn- 
ry,  or  act  done  by  aootber  nation.  If  force  is  ap- 
plied 10  the  unauibodzed  act  of  an  officer  of  ano- 
ther Government  it  is  not  war.  Hia  oalioo  is 
not  responsible  for  hia  conduct,  unless  it  was 
dona  in  pnranance  of  previous  oraers,  or  has  been 
subsequently  approved.  It  would,  indeed,  be  hard 
■hat,  when  the  Government  disavowa  Ibe  act  of 
iu  officer,  it  shoold  be  called  theactof  ihenalion. 
An  act  may  be  war  or  not,  accordingly  as  it  is 
approved  or  disapproved  of  by  tbe  Cbrerpment 
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As  Id  ibe  oue  of  the  Leopard  aad  Ghonpoke. 
If  ihe  atiack  on  oor  frigiw  was  aaihorized  by  the 
Briiiah  QoveronieDt,  it  was  wat ;  but  it  wai  dia- 
arowe^  and  we  agreed  it  was  not  war.  So  ai  to 
ttie  Spaniab  Qo?erDora ;  their  conduct  wai  direct 
war,  if  done  ander  orders.  But  tha  Bpaoish 
UifllsierandGoTernmeDt Bolemnlf  diMTOwcd  it; 
th«y  deojr  the  fact,  and  we  do  not  attempt  to  wv 
it  was  authorized.  And,  on  that  ptiaeiple,  batn 
Oorero ID eni* still  obiave  their  nealral  relations. 
Would  Ibis  House  declare  war  agaiitst  Spain  for 
«D  act  which  she  bad  never  auiboiized  and  pbun* 
1;  disBTowed  1  This  is  the  test  hj  which  tb« 
cotreclDcss  of  the  priaeiple  must  be  tried.  If  ih« 
unauthorised  act  of  the  8pani«h  officers  was  not 
an  Bci  of  war  hj  Spain,  ii  was  not  aa  act  of  ww 
in  Qeueral  Jucksob  to  repel  those  acts  of  aggrea- 
sioD.  He  did  not  war  against  Spain,  but  tcp«Um] 
iIm  wanton  and  dinvowed  hotlilltiu  of  her  o&- 
G«n.  He  opposed  theta  as  the  amiiliarica  of  oar 
OMBf,  and  took  forla  iDtrnalad  to  (beircannwd, 
because  ihejr  bad  etaacd  to  be  neutral,  and  were, 
ii  fact,  and  aa  to  all  purpeses  to  us,  ^diao  fori*. 
Tf»  agaiD  recur  to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake.  If 
aha  Ead  returned  to  port,  aod  the  President  or- 
dered her  coHuaander,  if  again  attacked,  to  take 
(b«  Leopard  and  bring  her  to,  and  kad  done 
so,  it  would  hare  been  no  act  of  war  ajiainst 
fiagland,  unless  the  British  GhtTernment  ebould 
sar  it  waa  by  her  orders,  or  she  approved  tbe  act. 

These  prlociplas  it  seems  to  me  eaaaot  tw  ctm- 
iroverted,  and  most  elearlr  show  thai  Ihare  bat 
bccD  DO  act  of  war,  and  no  violation  of  our  Coa- 
ktituttoD.  A  Oeneial  in  conduotioff  a  eampa%a 
would  have  but  licajted  powera  if  he  could  not 
repel  bostiliiiec  wlierever  be  met  them.  He  mnt 
jadge  who,  what,  aod  where,  his  enemtr  is.  He 
wars  not  against  the  nattou,  but  the  force,  tlie 
the  country,  and  ibe  forts,  which  assume  an  atti- 
tude and  kre  auffered  lo  be  used  for  purpose*  hos- 
tile to  his  Qovernmeoi.  If  used  by  authority  of 
tha  Qovernment  to  which  he  belong?,  it  ia  war } 
but  if  not  only  witkont,  but  contrary  to  or^is, 
it  ia  no  war,  but  only  the  application  of  Ibe  prin- 
cipla  of  self-defence  a^iosi  an  uaaathiKizaa  ac- 
greasioD,  and  the  hootile  acts  of  tbe  oCeeca,  wSo 
would  be  paoisbed  by  their  own  OoTtrBmaaL 
So  was  Ibe  occupation  of  thaae  forts  conaideeed, 
and,  aciicg  on  that  principle,  the  Presideal  or- 
dered their  restoration.  And  so  tbe  Qeneial  eoa- 
sidered  \i;  for  in  the  capitulation  he  eiptesaty 
agtaed  to  surrender  PeDiaoola,  wbanever  the 
Spaoish  QoTerniaent  had  the  ability  or  tnaui- 
fesMd  a  ditposilion  to  respect  its  neutrality. 

And  thus  itaeems  to  me  that  Qcneral  Jaeksoa, 
tbe  PresidcDt,  this  House,  and  the  Spaniah  Qov- 
crnmeot,  all  agree  in  considering  the  opcratioas 
in  Floiida  as  neither  war  nor  acts  of  war,  and 
that  the  principles  of  the  Cotutitntion  remain 
an  touched. 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  eooduol  of  the  Qen- 
eral  that  he  violated  bis  ordersj  that  the  oider 
to  Geueral  Qaines  to  report  to  tbe  DeparineDt  of 
War,  in  case  he  found  the  ludiaas  sheltered  under 
the  guns  of  a  Spanish  fort,  was  bindiog  on  bim. 
Admit  it  to  be  80  j  8liU,(kBi  case  never  oceutted. 


The  ladiana  were  not  ahcllersd  nader  the  guns 
of  the  fort,  but  within  it.  The  forts  were  tke 
depots  for  their  stwes.  The  Indians  were  eop- 
ptied  with  ammunition  from  the  pnblie  slor«s. 
The  war  was  devised  in  ibe  forts.  Tbe  Oovern- 
ors  were  parties.  Spanish  offioersoMortedlndiaaa 
to  our  frontier.  There  was  ao  order  from  tha 
War  Department  to  meet  (his  state  of  thinga.  It 
was  never  supposed  that  such  acts  could  bare 
been  commilteil ;  had  it  been,  it  is  certain  thcra 
would  have  been  orders  to  take  ibMe  poets.  For 
we  find  that,  when  ibe  facts  bccaioe  known,  die 
President  has  most  fully  ^praved  of  all  that  tbe 
Oeneral  has  done.  On  thts  sobject  hit  Ueaaaga 
ia  clear  and  explieit. 

Some  say  the  Pteatdant  has  disapproved  tfa* 
General's  ooadnot  by  ordering  Ike  Metoration  vi 
thcae  posts.  They  seem  to  forget  tbat  the  Oea- 
eral  bad  promised  to  do  so  1^  an  exprest  stipala- 
lion  ia  the  oapitdkiiea.  He  is  ehargod  mib 
faaviDK  establisbed  a  civil  gaveiament,  and  ax- 
cladod  the  Spanidi  aaihtuitias.  This  was  pto- 
vided  for  in  the  eawiolatlon.  'Hia  Bpaniah 
commander  required  tut  all  the  Atwrs  ct  Qd*- 
emmem— civil  aod  military— ^ad  all  iba  papeta 
aod  archives,  should  be  saat  to  tbe  Havana;  «ad 
tbese  lenaa  were  not  demanded  by  General  Jaet 
eoo,  bat  agreed  to  od  Ihe  tfomand  of  tha  Oeiwaai. 

But  Ibe  war  is  said  to  have  been  over,  and  the 
lalter  of  ibe  General  ia  rcfitrred  to  as  evideaea  af 
it.  I  presume  that  nO  one  keie  wilt  badiapoaod 
to  ccitaare  Governor  Bibb.  By  bit  letier  of  dM 
19ib  of  Uay,  1S18.  it  seems  it  waa  not  ant ;  tkat 
murders  were  still  eominitted. 

Ad  lodiao  war  it  like  a«  other.  It  is  aoi  a 
wac  on  the  aatioa,  but  individuals.  Their  objoel 
is  murder  and  plunder.  In  guarding  against  the 
attacks  of  aciviliied  force,  yon  watch  the  move- 
ments  of  titeir  armies;  bat  in  terminating  aa 
Indian  war,  the  incursions  of  individaak  mast  be 
stopped.  If  Arbtiihnot  was  to  be  betievid,  the 
ladiaD  force  vras  three  ihooaaad  five  haadiad, 
aod  there  were  one  theosand  in  arms.  Thev 
foroe  was  unbroken.  They  weald  not  bbsoi  otu 
army  in  balttc,BBd  tbns  eitd  ibe  war.  Th^  wete 
seaitered  ihro^b  the  whole  coonity  la  anatl 
pariiea.  Thay  were  »d  the  froaiieraof  tbe  Ala- 
baraa^  Bommitiiag  new  maidcrt,  nd  wera  aaa- 

filied  in  PeataMla.  Tbe  war  vat  not  ended  is 
iut,  and  never  eonid  be  while  ikii  cuntinM^ 
their  depot,  aad  they  were  fntaiihed  wtA  iap> 
pliea  by  the  Qovarator.  Tbera  waa  theNdeaa  m 
atternatlTc  bat  (o  aocDpy  it  or  bare  a  pretnetod, 
if  Htt  aa  endless  war. 

I  ahalt  not  azamine  any  minor  points  ta  tkia 
ease.  I  am  abnodaiKly  saiiafled  ii  ia  not  one  af 
tboae  great  eaaaa  aloae  wanby  the  interferaaoa 
of  this  Haote;  that  the  eaadaot  of  tkc  Oaaeral 
it  ni>t  only  aodeaetTing  of  eeiuure,  bat  has  beea 
ooireot  and  propa ;  that  his  oondoct  ia  no  viola- 
itOD  of  the  laws  or  ConstliatiDa  ef  the  eooirter, 
but  eoDsisieni  with  and  justified  by  their  plau 
prineipks.  I  have  not  defended  him  by  any  ap- 
peal to  vour  sympathy,  and  will  rest  tbe  oaar.not 
on  his  dittingnithed  coaraeter  and  eminent  ao- 
vioea — I  lay  ikasa  wM  of  mind,  and  teci  hia  coo- 
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I  dual  bf  iKe  priitetplM  of  bMiohI  and  CiwatitB' 
I  tiooal  liw.  1  have  defended  bin  od  hie  owi 
reasoDi,  and  tbougki  that  it  wsi  due,  Ifl  ja«tioe 
to  btm,  that  one  member  of  lh»  Hotne  thoald 
I  examine  hja  own  pTJaeipIes.  I  ihiok  titer  place 
I  hita  OD  the  tttoag  giouod  of  the  law  and  CoDsti- 
I  iBtion,  and,  ihinkiDg  mi,  I  atn  not  williDg  to  tee 
I  bim  a  sappJicaui  for  four  charilf. 
,  Mr.  Rbbd,  of  Maryland,  addfessed  the  Cbair 

I        as  follows: 

I  Mr.  Chairman,  it  ia  witb  bo  amall  degree  of 

\  4tfflcult^  that  I  have  been  able  to  prevail  on  mjr- 
■  aelf  to  rise  for  the  porpote  of  addreisiog  you  at 
this  late  hoat,  when  I  am  persuaded  tb«  patience 
I  ef  this  boBoraUe  Committee  mast  be  Tery  maeh 
,1  eshanaled  hj  the  diaeustion  Ibat  we  bate  already 
I  heard  to-day ;  and  my  UDwiltinsoeM  is  not  a  Ijtite 
I  inereaaed  by  lotne  BerBoaal  indTinniliDii ;  nor  do 
J  I  know  tbai  I  showd  baTo  iroubM  tbe  ComiDi 
f.  t«e  with  aoy  remarks,  were  it  not  (hat,  being 
,  nembef  of  the  Military  Committee,  it  might  be 
I  axpceted  that  I  should  aMign  the  reaaons  that 
I  ianneBced  my  miad  >a  eomnirrtng  la  the  report 
,       preaeated  to  ib«  Honae, 

,  Before  I  proeeed  to  remark  oa  the  sahject  nndar 

^       eoBsMk ration,  permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  the  iBdal- 

,       aeaee  ef  th«  Comiailiee  fora  few  moments,  while 

I       I  explain  a  iraiMaeiioa  In  whiob  I  was  eoneetaed 

,       dorlBg  the  war  of  th«   Rcrololion.  near  forty 

,        Tears  ago,  and  which.  I  trait,  I  shall  be  able  to 

I       do  lo  the  MttifiieiioaafihisfaonoraUe  Committee, 

,       lo  the  saiisfaetion  of  the  nation,  and  ibe  world. 

I  will  be  as  brief  ai  possible,  bat  mast  beg  leare 

to  ran  a  little  into  detail.    Tbe  afihir  to  which 

I  refer  ii  to  the  execQiktn  of  a  deserter  from  oar 

I        army  to  tlie  enemy.    It  bus  been  drawn  into  the 

diaCDsnon  of    this  qneslion   by   my   honoiaUe 

friend  from  New  Tork,  who  is  not  now  io  bis 

seat,  and  whose  abseHce  I  re|[TeI  the  more  on  ao- 

eonnt  of  tbe  very  afflicting  cireamstaBee  that  has 

occasioned  it.*    I  am  jwrfectly  convineed  that, 

IB  notieiog  tbe  traaMCtioD,  mr  honorable  friend 

was  goreraed  atone   by  bf*  known  regard  for 

irath  aad  jaaiice.    He  beliered,   no  &ubt,   il 

wenid  hire  a  IkronUe  beariiw  an  Cbe  side  of  <he 

qneslion  whkb  he  thiaks  it  his  dnty  to  tnppott. 

The  honorable  ffealleman,  indeed,  intimaied  bis 

iatCBtioa  lo  me  before  he  spoke.    I  believe,  air,  I 

•hall  he  able  to  show,  in  proper  time,  Ihal  Ihe 

ezoeutionof  (he  deserter  by  Ihe  detachment  nnder 

my  command,  bears  no  anatosy  to  tbe  eaeemioB 

of^Arbntbnot  and  Ambrisier,hyardcTof  Qeneral 

jaekiOB.    With  these  remarks,  I  wiH  proceed  to 

state  the  transaction  as  it  occurred. 

At  (he  opening  of  the  campaign  of  179S,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  passed  np  the  North  river,  with 
the  British  army,  and  landed  upon  either  side  of 
the  river,  at  Bteny  and  TerplaBck>s  Points.  Qen- 
era!  Washington  broke  up  hia  Winter  qnartera, 
coflcentrated  and  marched  an  army  towards  the 
same  destination.  At  this  time  a  detachment 
was  ordered  from  the  Maryland  line, 
Major  Lee's  cavalry ;  I  had  tbe  honor 
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lieDleaant  in  that  detachment.  It  waa  the  mora 
Hnmediata  daty  of  ihii  coips  lo  hover  upon  the 
liaea  of  the  enemy,  to  watch  aad  report  his  miH 
tioas,  to  rasitBUL  hlis  foraging  parties,  and  (o  eut 
offalloomtanaicatianwilti  tbe  country,  fte.  The 
main  army  had  dnriag  this  time  reacKed  Ihe  bank 
of  tbe  river,  and  lay  with  his  right  upon  Study 
Beaoh,  the  Itit  exieading  towards  New  Windsor. 
It  was  aboa  I  th  is  period  that  diseontent  b^an  lo 
manifestiiscif  ia  tne  ranks,  aesertion  followed,  aad 
soon  inercaied  to  such  an  axient,  as,  to  make  ase 
of  the  words  of  Qeneral  Washington,  to  thraatu 
a  disadntion  of  the  army  (  active  and  vigotona 
measures  wera  rea«tcd  to,  lo  nmest  iha  di^iace> 
All  aad  rainoos  praetiea ;  ftyiag  partias  were  in* 
sonily  seat  oni  in  punuit  of  soUmcs  who  weca 
nissins  at  rtdt-oaDiagi  all  iheoonalry  heraaboats, 
as  wall  at  that  iatcrveniag  betwaM  our  miia 
army  and  the  enemy,  is  so  monniaiiUMis,  aod  at 
that  litae  so  iaaeeesaible,  thai  when  dcMnan  bad 
goittti  tome  tutt,  thay  were  aaldom,  parfaapa 
Barer  ovenahent  It  was  uadsr  these  distreBsiii| 
aad  alanoing  eironmaiaaee^  Aai  Oetktval  Wash* 
iagtoa  gave  ordera  "  that  ezaaDpleaabaold  bein- 
aunily  made  upaa  the  epot,  of  a  deserter  who 
might  be  apptabended  in  tba  ael  ef  going  to  (ha 
snemy.*'  I  had  my  ocdcaa  ia  my  poehet.  I  was 
instmcted  to  place  myself  at  the  head  of  a  d»- 
laehnent,  and  to  mareh  at  anch  an  hoar  of  the 
feUawing  night  as  lo  enaUa  me  to  reach  ike 
enemy's  pickets  or  oni-poals,  by  the  dawn  of 
day  or  the  ensuing  monifng,  so  to  arrange  my 
eommaadaatoenioffthepoeaihiliiyofcaeBpeoir 
any  deserters  ftomonr  army.  Imosthtrereinai^ 
that  although  we  heard  daily  from  oar  frieodsai 
headqaanert,  of  desMtions,  yet.  as  enir  exettioa 
had  beeamade  that  a  sense  of  duty  oenldsaggcst, 
or  a  knowledge  of  the  country  permit,  we  be|^n 
to  entertain  nonbta  thai  the  reported  desertions 
were  greatly  macniGed,  since  naae  badyetfallsn 
iaW  tbe  bands  oflhe  troops  on  the  tines.  As  the 
morning  broke,  my  cordon  of  saniraeb  wera 
fonnad  outside  of  thpsa  of  Iha  enamy,  and  ae 

Kshad  np  to  their  very  teeth  at  i»  oloaa,  as  I  be- 
vad,  avsey  aveaue  or  approach.  In  this  •!(■»- 
ties  things  ramainad  until  a  lata  hour  vl  Ae  4M,f, 
when  a  Mldlsr  found  manna  to  eseapa  from  the 
and  come  directly  avar  to  ma :  Itoaa  this 
leaned  that  lea  or  twelve  deaarteie  had 
a  lo  the  enemy  in  the  course  of  thai  day. 
at  maay  want  in  every  dar.  Stirpriaaa 
at,  and  douhliug  the  informailon,  1  dealrtd  him 
to  show  me  the  roate  by  which  ihorpassed ;  he 
pointed  me  to  the  high  hank  above  8my  Poiat, 
and  said,  "on  iha  shore  under  that  bank,  thada- 
serters  paaaed  in  that  dav  aad  every  day.**  Ilm- 
mediitely  removed  my  aetaohment  to  this  point, 
and  placed  two  seatinets  oa  the  shore  ander  the 
bank ;  in  a  short  time,  three  desertera  from  our  - 
army  preseMod  themselves.  Seeing  my  B«ddiMs 
■0  near  in  with  the  enamy,  f  for  we  seemed  aiaal- 
gamaied,)  they  at  ooee  fell  into  tha  error  that  we 
wera  of  the  enemy )  aad  this  delusion  was  the 
more  natural,  at  my  soldiers  had  thrown  off  their 
regimental  001 '     ''  -      ■   ■  ..... 

tha  desetleta  a 
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Mid  that  iher  were  going  to  make  tbeir  foriaDM 
by  joiniog  ine  Biitisfa.  Mf  loldien  kept  up  the 
(kInuoD,  there  btiag  ihrea  of  the  deeerten  with 
theii  ana*,  anuDUDilion,  mad  eqaipments,  and 
oaly  two  of  my  *oldien.  The  deMrters  were  io- 
formed  that  they  coald  noi  pa«s  id  to  Stoor  Point 
until  they  ihonld  be  exsmiaed  by  the' officer 
eommanoiog  the  detachmeat.  They  were  ac> 
eordiagly  ooodncted.to  me.  Mere,  the  *ame 
canae  that  produced  the  delaiittn  ob  ihe  shore, 
•erred  to  keep  it  op;  1  had  thrown  off  my  eoat 
aa  well  as  had  the  toldier*.  I  now  quettioDed 
the  deierten ;  the^  again  made  a  fiiU  and  com- 
plete diiclosDre  oi  desertion,  atl^iof ,  as  a  reason, 
that  they  were  badly  fed,  badly  ctothcd,and  twdly 
paid;  tbBlthereweretaanydefeTlions,aad  would 
DemoK.if they fihe*oldiere)a<HildKet off;  they 

giain  said  that  they  were  going  to  the  Btiiiah  at 
tony  Point,  to  make  their  rorlunea.  The  con- 
fewioD  of  guilt  being  full  and  complete,  they  were 
informed  of  iheir  mistake,  diurmed,  and  told  to 
pKpare  fbr  death ;  for  thai  in  an  boor  I  woald, 
la  pnrstunee  of  my  ordeia,  which  I  then  read  in 
ptew&ceof  tbedelBehmeoland  deserters,  ezeoaie 
them  all.  I  most  earneetly  pressed  upon  their 
wnde  tbe  neceuity  of  employing  in  the  best  rata- 
ner  they  conld,  the  little  time  they  had  left,  in 
anpplieaiion  to  God  to  forjB:ire  ibem  iheir  sins: 
that  this  Irei  one,  of  desertios  lo  join  the  enemies 
of  their  conntry,  was  of  iiBerfa  moet  heinous  of- 
,  fence  in  the  sight  of  Ood. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  summary  ezeeniion  of  tbeae 
men,  thontth  inditpetuable,  wxs  a  duty  not  to  be 
desired.  Reflecting,  therefore,  on  tbe  tubjeet, 
and  knowing  that  it  was  intended  only  as  an 
example.  I  determined  lo  take  upon  myseU  the 
high  and  dangerous  responsibility  of  eiecuting 
one  only.  To  this  end,  I  proposed  to  them  to 
draw  lotF.  This  they  most  nrnily  resisted,  de- 
daring  to  tbe  last,  that,  as  they  were  ell  alike 
Siilty,  so  they  were  willing  to  abide  the  same 
ick  Finding  them  thus  determined,  I  referred 
the  case  to  mf  three  non-eomniiBiioiied  officers. 
Two  of  the  deserters  were  Irishmea,  and  one  an 
American.  Twooftbenon-coramissioBed officers 
weie  Americans  and  one  an  Irishman — each 
TOtiBg  for  hit  countryman  to  suffer,  tbe  lot  fell 
OD  the  American — a  moil  just  deeision.  He  was 
aceordiaglr  ordered  for  instant  execaiion.  He 
was  shot.  After  which,  conformably  to  orders, 
his  heBd  was  stricken  on  and  sent  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army,  (the  surviring  deserters 
went,  nadpr  guard,  to  the  same  place,)  where  it 
was  paUiBty  exposed, and  thus  astop  was  put  to 
dewrtioD^! which  had  before  prevailed  to  an  extent 
unknown  in  the  annals  of  the  war,  and  wbli 
Bceordinglo  the  language  of  the  Gommander-i 
chief,  "threatened  a  dissolution  of  the  army." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  mere  fact  of  this  execution 
was  puUisbed  in  M.  Gary's  "  Museum,"  1  think, 
a  few  years  after  the  war,  uoaccoropauied  by  the 
particular  circamstances  upon  which  it  look 
place.  My  attention  was  some  years  afterwards 
called  to  the  irasHciioB  by  a  fiieod,  who  had 
aeen  the  eiatement  in  the  Maseam,  and  who  had 
also  seen  the  same  transaction  spoken  of  by  Qoi- 


don,  the  biatorianL  without,  indeed,  menlioniag 
the  name  of  the  officer  concerned  in  the  patttcnlBr 
circumstances  connected  with  the  offence.  Tbe 
historian  is  entirely  mistaken  in  relation  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  Commander-in-chief,  donbilecs 
for  tbe  want  of  correct  information.  It  is  dmwI 
manifest  that  no  subaltern  officer,  of  any  grade, 
woald  have  taken  on  himself,  in  the  very  face  of 
the  Commander-in-chief,  a  measure  of  such  bigb 
responsibility.  I  did,  indeed,  lake  upon  myself  b 
measure  of  high  responsibility  ;  but,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  it  was  a  reaponsibility  on  the  aide 
of  benevolsnce  and  of  mercy;  moures  that  al- 
ways have,  and  1  trust,  ever  wilL  influence  my 
condnct.  I  knew  that  I  subjected  myself  to  the 
possibility  of  a  court  martial,  with  all  its  cob- 
sequences.  I  knew,  too,  that  this  severe  measure 
of  tbe  execution  was  intended  as  an  example,  Bnd 
1  trusted  that  one  exeeation  might  prodiMe  the 
desired  effect. 

I  have  eztrfained  the  aflair  of  the  deserter,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  it  happened,  whether  salisfactotUjr 
to  this  hoDorable  Committee,  to  the  nation,  qx  to 
the  world,  is  not  for  me  to  decide.  My  own  eoB- 
scieDce  is  satisfied.  I  am  glad,  indeed,  that  the 
ttausaciioo  has  been  brougbl  into  riew  at  ibis 
time  by  my  honorable  friend,  (Mr.  Tallmauob,) 
•s  it  hsa  afforded  me  an  opportunity,  perhaps  tbe 
last  in  my  life,  of  explainiag  it.  Sir,  the  cxecn- 
lion  of  the  deserter  near  Stony  Point  does  not 
stand  alone.  It  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which 
Washington  was  compelled  to  resort  to  strong 
measures.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  gentlemen  tn 
MarthaWa  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  4,  pp.  404 
and  405:  "Apariofthe  Jersey  brigade  had  mn- 
'  tioied,  and  rose  in  arms  on  the  night  of  tbe  20lh 
'January,  1781.  General  Washington  was  de- 
'  lermioed  to  bring  ihem  to  order,  and,  in  pnrai)- 
'  ance  of  this  delermi nation,  he  immediately 
'  ordered  a  delacbmeol  lo  march  againsi  tbe 
'  mutineers,  and  to  bring  them  to  nocondiiional 
'  submission.  Qeneral  Howe,  who  commanded 
'  this  detachment,  was  instructed  to  make  no 
'  terms  with  the  ioiurgents,  while  they  had  arms 
'  in  their  hands,  or  were  in  a  stale  of  resisiaaca; 
'  and,  as  soon  as  they  bbould  surrender,  to  seixe  a 
'  few  of  the  most  active  leaders,  and  execute 
'  them  on  the  spot.  These  orders  beiof  promptly 
■  and  implicitly  obeyed,  the  Jersey  mutineers 
'  were  compelled  to  leiuro  to  their  duty."  Here 
then,  sir,  is  recorded  another  inslance^n  the  very 
same  language,  in  which  General  Washingtno 
was  compelled  to  resort  to  tbe  very  same  ligot- 
Dus  measures  for  the  army,  the  orders  in  both 
instances  being  of  the  same  tenor,  and  growing 
out  of  the  same  emergency  at  distant  periods. 
These  executions,  however,  bear  ho  analogy 
whatever  to  tbe  cases  of  Atbuihoot  and  Ambtis- 
ter :  these  men  were  not  of  our  army ;  they  were 
not  subject  to  our  law  martial ;  we  bad  no  right 
over  iheir  lives  after  ihey  were  prisoners. 

Having  disposed  of  the  affair  of  the  deserier, 
and  I  trust  satisfactorily,  I  come  now,  sir,  to  ap- 
ply some  observatioDs  to  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. It  is  matter  of  no  small  degree  of 
saiisfaciioo  tomelo  know  that,  although  a  differ' 
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tact  of  opiuoR  existed  mmoDf  tin  oMDifaen  of 
the  Militarf  Commiite^  in  relation  to  (he  sal>- 
ject  ref«treil  to  ihem,  yet  it  was  not  >  factitious 
dlfierence;  it  was  an  honest  diffsrenca,  ^wiag 
out  of  difEeceni  riews  of  the  mme  qneatioQ-^ 
tltioe  common  lo  all  men.  It  ha*  been  nifed, 
Mr.  Ghaitman,  by  honorable  gentlemen  oppoiea 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  this  Hooie 
poeseatCB  no  juiisdielion  nor  power  to  ezamina 
into  the  condact  of  a  militarr  cdhoeT.  I  shall 
eadeavor,  sir,  to  piore,  bj  veur  own  acts,  br 
joat  own  law,  (I  meaa  the  law  of  the  House,) 
that  you  possess  this  power.  Did  joa  not,  at  the 
ewnmeocemeiit  of  this  senion,  reooiiiise  ibis 
verf  powBi  to  inquire,  by  refeniog  tne  ease  of 
Arbutooot  and  Ambrislet  speciaUr  to  the  Hili- 
Uif  Committee  1  How,  sir,  did  the  eommiitee 
get  in  possession  of  the  subject?  Sarelp,  sic,  bf 
youi  own  doiufaj  surely  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  the  eommiiite  derived  their  whole  authority 
from  the  tesolnlion-^rom  the  law  of  the  House. 
Without  Euch  an  authoriif  the  eommitte*  could 
not  hare  acted  on  the  subject  at  alL  Let  ns  tee 
the  tcKolution  referred  to: 

«  Beiohed,  That  ■>  mncb  of  the  Prmdant's  Mm. 
•age  ■■  relataa  to  nuUtsiy  affiurs ;  ao  miuh  u  ralstas 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mntial  in  the  trial  of 
Aibothoot  and  Anbriiter,  and  to  tlta  eondaet  of  the 
war  against  the  Sanuoole  Indiiaa,  be  referred  to  a 
•elect  cammiltee." 

If  then,  sir,  1  bare  been  able  to  show  (and  I 
tiosi  I  hare)  that  this  subject  was  tefcited  to  the 
MilitaiT  Committee  br  a  role  or  law  of  this  hon- 
orable House,  then  il  follows  that  the  committee 
were  to  exercise  their  own  opiaton  over  the 
case;  this  they  have  done,  and  you  hare  baen 
presented  with  the  reanlL  If  the  House  pos- 
sesses not  the  power  to  inquire  into  the  e(»dncl 
of  a  miliury  officer,  why  pass  the  res 
Why  refer  the  ease  at  all  to  the  coma 
Why  not  at  once  arrest  the  rasotuiion,  the  law  of 
the  House,  in  its  tpaost  incipient  stage?  Why,  I 
ask  again,  soffer  it  to  go  out  to  the  eoDUluacel 
But  It  happens  that  thia  case  docs  not  stand 
alone ;  and,  as  precedents  an  eonsidered  of  some 
Talue  in  this  honorable  Hoose,  and  I  am  willing 
to  admit  that  ihey  should  have  their  due  weight, 
•epeeiaUjr  when  settled  in  sober  times — I  d^ 
kara  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Connultea  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Hepreseatatives 
in  the  oasa  ofOeneral  St.  Clair.  The  House,  oa 
that  occasion,  believed  it  poMessed,  and  did  ezer- 
eise  jniisdietion,  by  insiiiaiiag  and  cairyiag  oa 
no  inquiry  into  theeanseaorihefaUaieof.  tht 
•xpedition  against  the  Indians.  Qratlemen  nam 
contend  that  the  President  alone  is  eompelenl  tc 
cause  an  inqoiry  to  be  made  into  the  condnei  of 
a  military  commander,  and  ibat  it  ia  pasting 
censnre  on  the  President  for  this  Hoaic  to  ioie 
fere  with  what  are  said  to  be  his  Conatltuiiooal 
doties  in  relation  to  this  anbiect. 

Sit,  I  have  no  intention,  uot  do  I  think  1  am 
paniog  a  censure  on  the  President,  by  examining 
into  the  eondnet  of  Qeneral  Jaekaon  in  relation  to 
ihairaoMctioBseonneeied  with  the  Seminole  war. 
In  the  case  of  General  Si  Clair,  to  which  1  bare 


referrad,  the  House  of  Repteeentntires  did  not 
think  that  they  pafaed  a  vote  of  censnro  on  Pre»> 
idem  Washington,  and  yet  the  House  did,  on  tku 
occasion  negative,  by  a  strong  rote,  a  motion  to 
call  on  the  President  to  "  cause  inquiry  lo  be  made 
into  the  eaases  of  (he  failure  of  the  expedition," 
appointed  a  select  comrailtee,  and  nroceeded, 
themselves,  with  the  inquiry  to  a  final  termiaa- 
ion.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  honorable  gentlemen 
0  the  journals  of  the  first  eesion  second  Congreae, 
■ages  131, 16S,  153, 164, 177,  319;  reports,  vol,  1, 
■ages  141, 173.  Sir,  there  exists  not  one  solitary 
loubt  on  my  mind  of  the  power  of  the  Honsa  in 
relation  to  the  question  under  consideration.  It 
has,  I  think,  been  shown  by  your  own  not  at  the 
eommancemant  of  the  seaaion,  aitd  fay  the  pro- 
ceedings in  ibe  case  of  Oeneral  Si.  Clair,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  Government,  that  the  House 
possesses  the  right  contended  for. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  show  that  if  General 
Jackson  poueiaed  ihe  tight,  which  1  am  not  at  all 
disposed  to  admit,  and  which  I  think  may  be  de- 
monstrated he  did  not  possess,  to  execute  Arbath- 
not  and  Ambrister,  or  either  of  them,  he  waived 
that  right,  by  referring  their  cases  to  a  military 
laaal;  a  tribunal,  to  be  sure,  that  posseased 
competent  jurisdietton,  and,  therefore,  these  men 
■hoiud  hare  been  discharged.  The  Oeneral  having 
made  the  appesL  ha  was  concluded  by  it.  It  was 
his  own  act.  He  put  these  men  open  their  trial 
before  an  ineompeleot  tribunal]  and  b^  that  tribu- 
nal the  case  should  have  been  dismissed.  But, 
supposing  for  a  moment  that  the  conil  had  eom- 
it  jnrisdiclioa  to  hear  and  determine  the 
_..  _,  the  General  in  that  event  was  bound  by  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  »o  far  as  that  he  conld 
not  alter  or  change  the  sentence,  so  as  to  order  a 
panlshmcnt  diStrent  from  that  awarded  by  the 
aourt.  He  could  diminish  indeed,  but  could  add 
not  one  stripe— not  one  tittle  beyond  the  senteaca 
of  the  ttibanaL 

By  what  law,  or  by  what  authority,  let  me  ask, 
can  a  Judge  or  General  add  to  the  punishment, 
other  than  what  has  been  deoieed  by  the  court? 
By  what  law  of  the  land,  sir,  can  you  put  Ihe 
lib  of  any  man  in  jeopardy  twice  for  iIm  same 
charge  or  offence?  You  cannot  do  it.  In  (he 
case  of  Ambrister  the  court  bad  passed  a  sen- 
tence, and,  although  it  possessed  no  jurisdic- 
tion, the  Qeneral  was  bound  by  his  own  act.  He 
made  the  appeal,  and  could  not  incraase  ihe  pun- 
ishmenl ;  ana  yet  be  did.  of  bis  own  will,  increase 
and  inflict  ike  highest  degree  of  punishmmt;  a 
puaiahment  ant  anthorizM  even  by  an  incom- 
petent nibnnat ;  for,  surely  il  cannot  be  seriously 
contended  that  a  court  martial  has  no  right  to  re- 
consider its  own  proceedings,  so  long  as  they  re- 
main in  theii  bands.  This  is  ihe  constant  prac- 
tice. But,  again,  the  charges  upon  which  these 
mm  were  put  upon  their  trial,  did  not  in  my 
opinion,  subject  them  to  onr  law  even  before  a 
competent  tribunal,  except  for  the  charge  of  be- 
ing a  spr  against  Arbathnoi,  and  of  that  be  was 
acqniitea. 

I  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ohm  (Mr>  Hamibon)  in  the  view  that  he  pre- 
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lMn«d  of  ooam  ntrtfti,  te.  That  geDtttnu 
hM  eoncedf  uaCcd,  ibu  ibe  arnir  im  h$»  iu 
eottmoD  Isw.  Ttae  common  lav  of  tba  nrmv, 
like  oibar  aannon  law,  ii  applknble  id  tbe  rale 
only  to  eourtK  to  tribanali  properly  *ni  Itfally 
coDMioiiMl.  Tbe  comon  utr  of (ba  anny  ^(«m 
no  a^  an  laoteued  pawn  or  appliealtoo  w  iu 
liriKOiides.    Thh  common  law  apuiei  altoio  Iba 

inrontfaaefmiliiurdaiy.  CooMilaofirar, 

rable  gear 

„ ,  ^.__. „  __ '*'*'^ 

toihetrialofofieBwiorfionrumBrtUl.    CoaaoUi 


■pokeD  of  by  an  beaorabli 
^la,  (Mr.  kw 

tolhetrialofofl _ 

ot  war  are  called  by  the  Gederal  for  the  purpota 
(/a^ielng  him  in  rcluioa  to  tbe  geaeral  epinm- 
tiooa  of  tbe  eampa^a,  or  ra  rekiion  to  aay  piv- 
Ifealar  object  of  tbe  war.  7be  Geaeial  owy,  n 
be  mar  not,  be  eoneinded  by  tbe  advice  ni  tbia 
coQBeil.  It  if  rery  Afiereai  ia  mImIoi  to  the 
opiDioD  of  a  botwt  tmrtial. 

Tbe  vbole  Bystcm  of  oommon  lawof  the  army, 
(o  far,  at  laait,  a*  k  relates  to  the  rules  of  e*(> 
denee,  1b  the  lame  a«  in  cirimiaal  ooMtt,  *i  baa 
already  been  correetly  Mated  by  an  booomUa 
geatlenan  tnm  Tiri^oia,  (Ur.  T.  M.  NEuaoit.) 
U  a  witness,  in  a  erimiaal  )»t>Me«ien,  wa«  to 
tempt  to  ffive  in  evidence  bia  opinion,  or  what 
had  beard  otben  aay  ia  i«latlM  to  a  pwtjetilaf 
&c«,  be  wovld  be  ioilantly  atopped  by  the  ooart. 
It  ie  the  pncllee  of  erwy  day,  known  to  evwy 
man:  aadyetilbtiwaatbejEHnoferideveegiren 
in  tbe  case  of  Afbntbnot— Ibe  fictnay  of  IircMi 
Wha  conld  not  bate  been  witaeoei  had  tb^  been 
pKcent.    I  Aink  it  has  been  ibowa,  that,  if  ike 

eridenoe  bad  been  legal,  yet,  as  the  eonr 

Md  lojvrisdietion.no  eognieanae  of  the 

these  men  ihcatd  ha  re  been  diiehaigel.  bnaa 
been  said,  that  ibis  was  not  a  coortintnlal.  Gen- 
tlemen  do  mt  *e«U  M  agree  UMog  thMMwIvae. 
fiome,  indeed,  baM  ealled  It  a  eoait  msMial,  loma 
hare  deoomiDtted  it  a  ooart  of  inrjuiryt  a  aon»- 
cU,  dbc.  Now,  sir,  there  is  not,  ia  my  opinion, 
much  Weight  in  ihese  ebjectioDi.  There  are 
only  two  denominatioM  of  oourts  recMBiscd  ia 
the  anuy,  cooris  mwiial  and  eoone  of  ioiqvtiy. 
Tbia  has  been  called  a  apeeial  oovrL  Bat  that 
doeanotaltertbeCharaeterot'tbetribnaalt  it  was 
■till,  to  all  mtenti  and  purposes,  a  j^enenl  ennn 
martial.  1  know  that  general  eeurts  martial  are 
sometimes  ealted  special,  perhaps  from  a  want  of 
attention  in  Ibe  phraseology  of  the  order  making 
ihem.  I  bare  sometines  heard  them  aalled  spe- 
cial when  ordered  to  try  a  pariioular  omc;  bat 
all  this  does  net  aim  h  cbawge  tbe  ehawater  of 
theeoDrti  the  President  has  denom lasted  tUaa 
ooim  manial;  the  SeMOtary  of  State  has  cftlted 
itaeonn  marttali  QenenlJaekaotitiihMlf  calls 
it  a  court  nurtitU.  There  is,  sir,  aoMber  objee- 
tloo  to  tbe  ezeention  of  these  meo  wbleb,  in  my 
vpiDioii,  is  entitled  to  ntmch  weight,  a>nd  wbioh 
has  been  noticed  in  tbe  rapmt  of  the  cnmmittee. 
The  Seminole  war  wan,  indeed,  to  all  intents  and 
ptirposea,  at  an  end.  It  is  the  praettoe  among  all 
ciriliied  natlens,  when  a  War  U  drawing  m>  an 
end'—when  no  longer  any  great  natioaal  ofe^at 
is  to  be  obtained,  fot  the  eommaadere  of  the 
irfnme  atmiea  toreetmta  their  p(<adatary  waf 


fine,  tkmb/f  (o  ^aeathe  «flWon  and  waets  of 

Pemiil  am,  sir,  to  aotiee  an  obserratian  tlwt 
Mt  &«m  an  bonoraUa  gentleman  tton  llaaaa- 
ehnaMU,  (Ur.  Hoi«u.)  That  gantlemaa  bne 
aqprassad  the  "  pcofoaadest  aatoilahment,  that 
A»  HtUiarr  CoeuDitiea  ehonld  have  fatwd  oat 
that  th*  wu-  was  at  «■  end.**  and  then  Uka, 
'whether  (bey  (the  eommiteae)  AMI  it  in  GeMwnl 
'—' '   leutrs  of  the  SOlli  and  Sfttfa  tf  AerUT^ 


Jneheon's  leutrs  of  the  SOih  and  Sfttfa  tf  AerU  V 
Yes,  nr,  the  eommittc*  fltd  li  in  these  launa, 
and  in  the  faeie.  Tha  Oentgia  militia  weve  die- 
ehaeged,  tbe  General  was  tbont  to  rettim  hoMM, 
and  two  senpanies  were  deemed  by  him  a  ton» 
soflicieDi  to  seoai  the  conntty  in  search  «f  nay 
Indiana  that  might  lay  oeneoaisd  in  their  oacans. 
1  tblnfc,  sir,  if  the  hanoraUe  geotleUMn  bad  «z- 
ercised  bi>  wuat  paw  ""'~ 
havri  diseoMved  tbat  tl 
and  Ktrposes  at  in  eBi," 

There  i*  aaeiber  light  in  wbleh  this  subJMit 
piiesenta  itaeU  to  my  mind.  Yon,  air,  clawi  ih« 
right  of  expatiialion— the  priaeiple  is  contended 
for  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  If  it  be  a  wtural 
right,Fna  Mawid^  thu  die  eiticeaa  of  the  United 
Siates,-«r  ibe  snbjeeia  nf  nay  other  na«iaD,4a 
peaarm  Mp  right,  tod  a  right-M  aoMciate  ibekn- 
mlves  wiHb  any  fltheraaetety  or  oatiw — sm  ihe 
nation  from  whatn  they  hww  separated  tbea- 
selves  prescribe  to  theee  pe^le  the  soetery  or 
natMB  to  whom  ibey  sbaU  attscb  themselrasl 
I  believe  not.  What  right  bam  you  to  ooatMl 
their  wiU— 1»  tell  then  whether  they  skail  Im» 
eoma  the  mea^Mrs  of  aivllixed  or  savage  sooie- 
tvl  This  irmM  be  destroying  tbe  very  rij^ 
tfaot  yoa  ooaiend  for.  If  an  Amertean,«n  Bof- 
liahman,  or  a  BVenchman,  posaessae  die  right  of 
e^tiiatioo,'aU  other  neccssaey  rights. go  along 
wiik  lUs.  Among  theee  tighta  will  ha  fooad  ibo 
right  to-eleetibc  tbensetve*  i^  aoeicty  to  whisk 
they  may  cbooea  to  nttaeh  thosaaelves,  and  yon 
have  no  cealral  OTor  their  ebeiee.  Them  Eng- 
lishmen,  then,  accoidiog  to  your  ewa  priaeiptn^ 
Msaoased  theee  rigfau.  and  did  eseraiae  tbens. 
They  attached  Ihamuslrea  to  a  .mvnge  aaoietyf 
hm  It  will  not  bo  denied  that  the  Indians  ai«  •»- 
dt^MOdent  nations;  they  aro  recognised  aa  snob 
by  the  -treatiee  constantly  made  with  Ihwn,  mnair 
of  which  hare  heea  ratified  dttriag  the  preaetrt 
seesion.  Nor  wtill  it  be  psetended  tbatlbe  Press* 
dent  enn  go  to  war  with  the  Indians  wiiheat  the 
Biithetity  of  Congreaa,  nalen  indeed  the  ladiaaa 
bad  oosanseaoed  tha  war.  I  will  net  jvetand  to 
eay  trhe  ne  tbe  aggreasors  ia  tfacee  wars  gener- 
ally; tioris  it  ftecsMKy  in  relation  to  the  peeesai 
inqoif  y.  I  think  it  probable  that  the  fMotiar  in- 
habimntaen  both  sides  are  often  to  blame;  ag- 
gressims  are  oomaattted,  and  the  Gtorciameot  is 
•ailed  on  for  protection,  and  mttst  oany  on  the 
war.  Hence  it  is,  that  out  ware  with  tbe  In- 
dians have  been  made  without  any  dcdanuisn 
ofwar  byCongreas.  An  hoaonble  gnntleman 
from  PennsylTaoia  fHr.  BatAwta)  has^  in  a^ 
opinion,  eotiraiy  nusiahen  the  law,  whan  ha 
spohe  fit  "oonfbderMits,  eonspiiaciea,  and  aooa- 


binalione,"  aa  applied  to  the  ease  of  Aibothnot 
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I  beliero^  to  ovr  own  eilizeni  or  otban  within 
tk*  ItmiU  or  tht  UrritoriM  ef  tbe  Oaind  Siatci, 
who  nay  engnfe  in  the«  or  other  aniawftil  a«ti 
mninnt  the  pab4ie  avtboritr.  The.taw  providM 
foe  oScnecs  of  this  ajTt,  Mt  it  cannot  mij  to 
ptTMM  out  of  the  limtta  of  the  United  Stain, 
flwing  no  oUigMi«N  «  allegiaixt  to  Iha  Unitad 
Statai. 

Gentlemni  *Min  to  rtlf  mocb  on  the  elnr- 
■etar  of  ibe  ordars  cireB  b;  the  Wnr  Depart- 
■KDI  to  General  Jaenon  ;  tbat,  h;  ihwe  order*, 
b«  wai  inurneted  to  bring  ibe  war  lo  a  ipetdf 
sonelasion.  Now,  *ir,  wiMt  do  iheae  ordera 
mean  1  Why,  oely  tbat  Oeneral  Jackson  was  to 
employ  tbe  tnilhary  force  intrwtcd  to  bis  com- 
mand, in  snch  a  manner  a*  to  bring  the  war  to 
«*  prompt  and  epeedy  a  eonelniioB  as  pouiUe, 
regarding,  anlwWiuiaUy,  the  nanal  metkod  of  eon- 
dneiing  war  againM  lodian  tribes.  I  appeal  to 
•very  military  gentleman  who  heaia  me,  if  ihic 
ia  not  the  obviona  import  and  meaning  of  the 
order*  to  General  Jacbon.  In  the  eoiuee  (rfihe 
diacmion,  honotmble  gentleiiKn  Imtc  adrertad 
ta  the  orders  ginn  by  Oeneral  Waahinglon  to 
Clenainl  Snlliran,  on  hi*  Indian  campaign  in  the 
war  of  the  RevMoiion,  and  to  tbe  order*  given 
br  President  Washingtua  to  Oeneral  Wayne,  on 
bis  eipedition  against  the  NorthwevterD  ladians; 
and  WDM  do  we  find  in  ibeae  order*  1    Tttey  are 


tlamenwill  notpteiend  thunpon  those  oeoail 
there  exbted  le**  caaae  for  retaUation  than  there 
did  in  tbe  lata  Bcminote  war.  In  the  war  vpM 
tbe  Bneqnabanna,  whole  districti  were  laid  waste 
and  depopttlated:  men,  women,  and  ehiMten, 
iodiacriminaielTifellaaderibesayage  tomahawk. 
Bvery  Testige  of  human  improvement  waa  d^ 
stroyed  ;  yet,  not  one  word  it  to  be  fonnd  in  tbe 
oidere  of  General  Waehingioo  about  reialiaiion. 
It  is  tme  tbat  Oeneral  BaUivan  bad  orders,  if 
uiicaUe,  to  take  the  famons  Batlee  and  BrMdt. 


Inhe' 


tbem  on  ibe  spoL  This  we*  not  intended— 4iaT 
were  tbe  saTs^e  cruellies  less  extensile  cm 
Norlhwesiern  FroaiicT  ihan  those  wantonlr  * 
initted  OQ  Ibe  Boinbem  bolder.  In  the  w»  of 
Wayne,  tlie  ferooioas  saTages  hesitated  aoi  to 
violate  the  saoetiiy  of  a  Sag,  by  killbg  my  friend, 
the  gallant  Hajor  Trneman,  and  hi*  escort ;  and, 
yet,  sir,  we  hear  of  no  orders  by  President  Wasfa- 
ingtim,  or  Oeneral  Wayne,  fot  retaliation  in  mil- 
ilarT  czecDtiOD,  eren  for  that  monstrous  onirage. 
Mr.  Cbairman,  the  Uiliiary  Committee  did 
not  coneein  that  the  special  authority  andv 
which  t bey  acted  axiended  tbeii  jorisdiDtioa  to 
tbe  important  opetation*  in  Florida.  They  be- 
licred  tbnt  tbat  part  of  the  snbieci  more  propecly 
belonged  (o  the  Comeutteeof  Foreign  RalatiwiSi 
tba  Uilitary  Committee  confined  ibdr  inqniry 
to  the  object  ta  which  ibeir  atteniioD  had  been 

Krlienlany  pointed  by  the  order  of  tbe  House, 
It  an  honenble  genileman  Avm  Georgia  (blr. 


ameadatoiy  oT  tiM  report  of  the  eommitiee  in 
relation  to  tbe  conduct  of  OeDeral  Jackson  in 
Florida,  ibcee  reaolotloDs  have  formed  a  f  att  of 
tbe  subject  of  diaensaion.  The  documents  laid 
on  the  table  of  ererr  gentleman,  Teuder  it  nane- 
ceanry  for  me  to  refer  to  date*.  It  will  be  seen 
tbat  Ibe  order*  first  giveo  to  Ganeral  Oaines,  and 
those  ordera  afterward*  applied  to  General  Jaek- 
M^  prohibited  hi*  entrance  into  Florida.  Aner- 
wards,  indeed,  wbea  tbe  war  bad  amomed  a  roor« 
hostile  and  MvaM  aspect,  tbe  General  bad  per- 
misuon  to  eoter  Florida,  if  it  became  necessary, 
in  his  jadgment,  for  tbe  purpose  of  pursoiag  and 
chastising  the  Indians.  The  orders  eojoioed  it 
as  a  duly  on  the  Oeneral,  tbat  if  the  lodiana 
shonld  lake  shelter  under  ihe  guns  of  a  Spaniafa 
fortren,  he  was  to  wail  and  report  the  fact  to  the 
President.  If  these  orders  prohibited  Oeneral 
Jackson  from  attacking  the  Indian*,  under  the 
guns  of  a  Spaniab  foriresa,  how  mnch  more  fM<- 
cibly  did  tbey  apply,  that  be  should  not  attack 
tba  fortress  itself  7  Sir,  the  ^wideot  was  not 
eontau  with  barely  ginag  ordera  that  tbe  Span- 
ish fortress  should  net  be  aiucked,  but  he  want 
enfurtber,  and  assigned  the  reason  fbr  tbeaa 
orders,  wbiob,  in  my  humUe  opinion,  should 
have  been  conclusive  with  Oeneral  Jackson,  if 
the  orders  themseire*  were  nolj  altbongb  tbia 
order,  in  which  the  principal  reason  is  asHgned, 
is  of  an  earlier  date  than  the  order  in  which  per- 
misfion  is  given  to  eoter  Florida,  yet  the  causa 
that  indooed  tbe  prohibilion  still  existed  in  full 
(broe.  Letoasse  what  the  reasons  are:  "The 
'  siMa  of  oar  negotiations  with  Spain,  and  tba 
'  tamper  manifested  by  ihe  priaeipal  Enrepean 
'  Power*,  make  it  impolitic,  in  tbe  opiaion  of 
'  the  President,  to  move  s  force,  at  tbia  lime,  into 
'  the  Spanish  poaestiouL  (or  tbe  meco  purpose  of 
'  cbaBtii|iBg  the  Beaoiaoles  for  tbe  depredatloaa 
'  eoauniticd  by  Ibem."  Her«  than,  we  hnve  ibt 
order,  and  the  reasons  for  that  miv.  The  Free* 
idan^  aware  of  tbe  ■-  temper  manifested  by  tba 
principal  European  Powers,"  was  nnvriUing  lo 
aflbrd  lo  tbem  even  wbai  tbey  might  bavadeem- 
ed  oauBo  of  eomplaini ;  and  in  my  opinion  be 
thought  eoTToetly  and  acted  wisely.  For,  what- 
ever  an  boBOtable  genileman  from  Massac husctta 
(Mr.  Houue)  may  thiafc  of  "poor,  humble,  and 
ipiaembly  degraded  Spain,"  y«i,  my  word  ior  il, 
air,  "tbe  principal  Europeaa  Powers"  will  not 
staud  by  and  see  yon  tramele  her  under  ;oor  feet. 
"  Poor,  miserably  degradca  Spain"  is  f  el  oae  of 
fsBily  Of  European  Siatca;  nor  do  I 
.  vdent  to  presmae  too  far  on  tbe  pever> 
>7  or  humiliated  condition  of  any  nation.  lb- 
lion*,  too,  bave  their  pride,  and  are,  indeed,  *el- 
dom  completely  ovenhrowa  until  that  pride 
becomes  cxiinguiabed.  No  dovbl,  sir,  ia.  the 
^oomy  period*  of  our  Revolution,  tbat  Great 
Britain  ibongbi,  aad  spoke,  too,  ot  tbe  United 
Slatae  aa  "poor  and  diegtued**  America j  yet, 
"  poor  and  degraded"  as  she  thought  ns,  ire  beat 
and  corapcUed  her  lo  give  np  the  conicei, 

Il  has  been  said,  if  you  paas  the  resolutioa,  yoa 
throw  a  oenanre  on  the  Pteaident.    I  rq^ret  tbat 


tie  great 
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Seiaittaie  War. 


FUBUABT,  mS. 


ihePieaideni  bu  beeQaofteqaenilf  brouffht  into 
view  durJDg:  (he  discDssioD.  I  have  noi  been  aUa 
to  perceive  taj  lue  in  it ;  bni,  u  intimatioas 
aeem  to  have  been  made  that  those  who  support 
(he  reaolutioni  aie  unfrieodlr  lo  the  Admioiaira- 
(ion,  I  will  barely  itate  in  my  place  ibat  I  caa 
feel  DO  pMsibte  bostililf  to  the  Ad  miai  strati  on 
of  tbe  presebi  Chief  Macislrale.  I  koow  that 
when  he  came  into  power,  be  found  much  lo  do, 
BDd  he  has  done  much  good.  It  is  seen  and  felt 
«U  aroDnd  us;  it  is  aeen  and  felt  in  the  aBi*er*al 
peace  and  tranquillity  that  so  happily  perradei 
ever;  part  of  oar  eonutr?.  The  House,  sir,  I 
«oiisideriD  the  exercise  of  a  Conititational  pre- 
rt^tive;  the  resolutions  amoQui  toauexpriMiott 
of  this  right— of  its  sense  in  relation  to  the  eoo- 
duot  of  a  military  commander.  Bat  it  is  said 
that  the  Piesideat  has  approved  the  eonduet  of 
Geueial  Jackson,  ,and  that  therefore  this  Hoate 
baa  no  right  to  inquire ;  and  vet  the  House  itself 
directed  the  inquiry,  by  a  lefereuce  to  the  very 
question  now  the  subject  of  diioiUBioa.  It  ia 
true,  sit,  that  the  President  refused,  at  th«  instance 
of  ine  Spaniah  QovenimeDt,  to  pnniah  Oeneral 
Jackson  for  the  capture  of  (he  Spanish  PMta,  and 
yet  the  Freaideni  ordered  the  posts  of  PcDsacbla 
and  the  Baraocas  to  be  given  up  to  Spain.  I  do 
not  CDQclade  that  because  the  President  refused 
to  poaish  Qeneral  Jackson,  that  therefore  be  ap- 

S roved  his  conduct,  in  direct  violation  of  bis  or- 
ers.  I  auppose,  sir,  that  the  President  irfused 
for  m  very  different  reasoo.  Spain  had  commit- 
ted many  sins  ajrainsl  this  country  that  are  yat 


unadjusted ;  ihePresident  did  net,  therefoce,  ihlnk 
'i,  though  he  disapproved  hti  con- 
.A  I ^-: ._  it .•.      I_  .k. 


proper  to  punish,  t 


duct  i  manifealed  bv  giving  up  the  potts. 
ctae  of  the  Leopard  and  Chesapeske,  while  the 
British  Qovernment  disavowed  the  aet,  ib«T  re- 
fused to  punish  the  officer ;  and  so,  1  think,  ia 


another  instance,  perhaps  at  Rhode  Island,  where 
the  commander  of  a  British  thip-of-wnr  had  been 
ynilty  of  some  itnpropet  coaanet,  bis  Oovern- 


meoL  disavowing  tae  act,  refused  topanish  tbt 
ofiendiog  officer. 

It  bas  been  repeatedly  urged,  during  this  dia- 
eOMion,  that  Qaneral  Jaokaon  was  compelled, 
from  considerations  of  nacenity,  of  "  »elf  preaer- 
ration,"  to  take  possession  of  PeniaeoU  and  the 
Barancas.  Ha>  the  neoetsiiy  yet  been  shown  "i 
Is  it  to  b«  sought  for  in  the  extension  and  im- 

[irovement  of  tbe  fortifications  1  Or,  in  the  esiab- 
ishment  ofn  civil  government,  and  tbe  appoint- 
ment of  officers  of  the  revenue  1 

Gentlemen  bare  said  if  Ibe  House  mss  the 
resolutions  it  will  be  disgracing  General  Jackson. 
I  do  not  think  so.  I  admit,  and  no  one  admires 
more,  tbe  distinguished  mtlttory  services  of  the 
General  dtiriog  the  late  war  ;  but  these  services 
should  not  prereni  ibisHotue  from  inqoiringinto 
Uu  transactions  now  the  snbject  of  consideraiion. 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  General's  motives 
in  the  disoussioo  of  these  transactions.  It  has 
been  Mid  that  be  is  not  ambitioui ;  that  be  has 
no  wish  to  overturn  the  Government  of  this  eoun- 
try.  I  attribute  to  him  no  such  motives,  no  such 
views.    If  be  possessed  the  will,  I  know  be  has 


not  Ibe  power.  There  are  (wo  ways  by  wliich  n 
Qovernment  may  be  overibrown ;  one  by  too 
much  toTie,  the  other  by  too  mueh  debility— loo 
macb  defMlian.  We  are  told,  however,  tbu  this 
country  has  DOtbing  to  fear  front  our  mUilary 
commanders.  This,  sir,  is  tbe  lan^am  tbut  fans 
been  repeated  in  all  countries.  Il,  when  Cnani 
was  carrying  on  bis  wars  against  Briuia,  Ae 
question  had  been  asked  at  Rome  whether  Cteau 
would  overturn  the  liberties  of  his  country,  tbe 
answer  wonld  have  been,  (with  the  exception  c^ 
Goto,)  No ;  C«sar  is  the  friend  of  his  cottairy  ( 
Had  il  been  asked  of  an  Eoclisbman  wbetber 
Cromwell  would  turn  the  Parliament  out  of 
doors,  and  trample  under  foot  the  liberties  of  bia 
country,  the  answer,  no  doubt,  would  have  been, 
Cromwell  is  the  friend  of  liberty  I  Had  a  Frenefa* 
man  been  asked  whether  the  taint  who  now  sita 
upon  the  rock  of  &L  Helena,  would  lum  [be 
French  Deputies  out  of  doors  at  the  point  of  th« 
bayoDei,  the  answer  would  have  been.  No;  Bo- 
naparte is  the  friend  of  liberty  I  But  why  go 
abroad  for  examples}  Does  oar  own  histoiT, 
short  aa  it  is,  fuinisb  do  maieriala  1  Have  wa  nl- 
ready  forgotten  the  gloomy  period  at  the  clooe  ot 
our  own  Revolution }  Have  we  forgotten  (hie 
famous  Newburgh  letters?  Have  we  forgo ttea 
that,  with  all  the  inBuence  and  weight  of  charac- 
ter of  General  Washington,  it  was  with  infinite 
difficalty  that  he  could  prevent  a  dreadful  expio- 
sion  in  the  army  under  his  immediate  command  7 
Have  we  Torgotleu,  air,  that  about  eighty  miaer- 
able  recruits,  "who  had  seen  no  service,"  mareh- 
ed  from  Lancaster,  through  the  most  popolotu 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  city  of  Philadelpbin, 
where,  joined  by  some  others,  abont  three  ovd- 
dred  in  all,  they  marched  with  fixed  bayonets  to, 
and  surrounded  (he  Hall  of  Congress,  nod  ibe 
Bsecutfve  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  after  placing 
sentinels  at  tbe  doon,  a  written  message  was  aenc 
in,  Ibreateaing  to  let  loose  an  enraged  soldierf 
upon  tbaiB.  if  theirdemands  were  not  gratified  in 
tweniy  minities?  I  refer  honorable  gentlemea 
to  ManhalPt  Z4A  of  fVathingbm,  vol.  4,  p.  61S. 
And  ihos^  sir,  was  the  sovereign  authority  of  ibia 
nation  insulted  and  midden  under  foot,  and  the 
members  of  the  GoverntneDt  threatened  with  mil- 
itary execiHion  by  a  handful  of  recruits— (be  sol- 
dier* of  a  day — headed  by  two  ensignsj  irtte  hati 
hardly  yet  learned  how  to  wear  their  epnuleti. 
And  yet,  sir,  with  ibis  important  piece  of  history 
staring  you  in  the  face,  you  fold  your  aims,  and 
content  yourself  with  the  notion  that  there  is  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  military  of 
our  country.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
honorable  gentleman  that  it  woe  josi  before  tbe 
transaction  of  which  I  hare  been  speaking,  that 
General  Washington  bad,  by  his  influence,  hap- 
pily quieted  and  tranqoillized  tbe  uneariaets  in 
bis  main  army.  Suppose,  sir,  (bat  the  General 
had  been  caiwble  of  participating  in  tbe  epini  so 
recently  manifested  by  the  army ;  had  provisioned 
it,  and  bad  been  seconded  by  the  principal  officen; 
had  marched  the  army  (0  Philadelphia,  and  had 
there  been  met  by  the  veterans  from  the  Senib, 
aore  with  what  they,  at  the  time,  believed  to  be 
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the  JDJoaiiee  of  (heir  eouatry— the  reionniet  ot 
the  oalioD  ntbiasied  iBd  pTOstrate  bf  Ihe  tOeeU 
of  ■  long  and  eaUmitous  vir.    Areyoo,  sir,  pre- 

Cred  to  tty,  with  eerUJDir,  what  woald  have 
en  Ifae  result,  feeing  that  a  baitdful  of  tlie  "  sol- 
dier* of  a  dav"  bad  aleadf  prostrated  the  Qor- 
erDmeni,  and'  that  GoTcraor  Reed,  with  all  his 
popularity,  codM  Dot  call  out  «  force  eufficient  to 
disperse  these  insorgents,  and  protect  the  Qovera- 
ment.  Upon  General  Washington  receiriog  in- 
formation  of  these  outrages,  be  ordered  a  del>cb- 
meat  of  flfieen  hundred  men  to  march  against 
the  tnaiintari  under  Qeneral  Howe.  Before  thef 
rMtohcd  Philadelphia  order  was  restored,  it  is  be* 
Ii«red,  bf  GoTetoor  Reed  makiuc  >ome  stipala- 
tions  with  the  rioiars.  Bat  Congress  ordered 
GeDeral  Howe  to  continn*  bis  inarch  to  Peon- 
•rlraaia,  with  ■  ricw  lo  pmiili  ibese  disorderlr 
soldiers.  - 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
H.  Melbon,)  has  asked  whether  Oeoeral  Jackson 
be  &  modern  Cssar?  That,  sir,  is  not  now  the 
questioo.  nor  bare  I  imputed  it  to  him.  The  same 
EoDOrabie  gentleman  has  asked,  "  Where  was  the 
'  Tigilance  of  these  Consiitiitionalists  in  1814,  nt 
'  tb«  period  of  the  rieiorjr  of  New  Orleans,  whett 
•  the  members  of  this  House  were  appalled— 
'  when  all  hearts  were  appaUedT",  Sir,  I  had 
not,  at  that  period,  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
House.  I  Iru^t  the  hearts  of  honorable  members 
were  not  "appalledi"  nay,  sir,  1  would  rather 
believe  that  the  belter  feeling  of  the  honorable 

J;eatleman  himself  hare  carried  him  a  little  too 
Ki  on  the  present  occasion  than  to  believe  that 
bia  heart  was  "  appalled."  I  do  know,  lii,  that 
iheie  were  hearts  m  this  nation  thai  were  not 
•ppalled. 

One  word,  sir,  in  explanation  of  an  obserration 
which  fril  from  mj  honorable  friend  from  New 
York)  (Mr,  TALLMiDOB.)  in  relation  to  the  trans- 
action at  Slonr  Point.  The  tradiiionar;  account 
fau  led  that  nonorable  gentleman  into  an  error 
respecting  one  part  of  Ihe  iransaction.  It  was 
the  Lieutenants  Gibbons  and  Knox  that  marched 
St  the  head  of  the  two  columns.  This  command 
was  decided  by  lot  among  the  subaltern  officers. 
I  was  in  the  supporting  columu  of  Colonel  But- 
\vt,  with  whom  and  Flenrr  I  hod  been  that  morn- 
ing raconaoitering  tha  works  of  the  enemy.  Con- 
teat  with  baring  performed  my  doty,  I  woald 
not,  for  a  moment,  wear  the  laurel  eoraed  by 
nnoihar.  The  tradilioBary  mistake  is  natara) 
eaoagfa,  and  mar  be  eeeonnted  for  from  the  cir- 
camsunoe  thai  I  was  conttaDtly  on  duty  on  the 
lines  in  that  neighborhood,  nniil  nearlr  to  iheclose 
of  the  campaign,  and  known  to  erery  one  about 
the  neighborhood. 

Haviog  occupied  ranch  more  of  yonr  time  than 
I  intended  when  I  rose,  permit  me,  sir,  to  return 
to  yon  and  this  honorable  Committee  my  thanks 
for  your  indulgence. 

AiWhen  Mr.  Rmd  hod  aonclnded,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  reported  progtCM,  and  had  lc«re  lo  sit 
l^aiit ;  and  the  Honse  adjonrQed  till  to-morrow 
noiaiag. 


S&TUBDAT,  Vebruary  6. 

Mr.  Sfehoek  presented  a  petition  of  John  Sila^ 
bee,  praying  fur  an  increase  of  his  pension,  and 
that  such  iociease  may  commence  from  the  dale 
of  the  original  pension. 

Mr.  OoD^N  presented  a  petition  of  Abraham 
Commissary,  an  Onondago  Indian,  son  and  only 
child  of  an  Onondago  warrior,  who  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Chippewa,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  while  Szhling  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States,  staling  that  he  has  embraced  the 
Christian  religion,  and  Is  desiroos  of  qnalifyinf 
himself  for  the  ministryof  the  Gospel;  and,  as  he 
has  no  means  of  support,  be  prays  that  ptovisioa 
may  be  made  for  his  maintenance  and  educalion 
for  Qre  years. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Peniions  and  Rerolutiooaiy  Claims. 

Mr.  Bloohtield,  from  iheCommiiteeouRer- 
oluiionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Btr«h  Sbeppard,  Fkebe  Champe,  nitd 
Lois  Haskell,  widows  of  deceased  officers  of  the 
Rerolutionary  army ;  which  was  read,  and  Ihe 
resolution  therein  contained  wns  concnrred  in  by 
the  House,  as  follows: 

Rttolttd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to^rant  pen- 
sions to  widows  of  deceased  Reroluiionary  offi- 
cers, who  were  not  killed  in  battle. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  ibeHoute 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  incorporate  the  Prorideni  Association  oi 
Clerks,  in  the  Civil  Department  of  the  Gorern- 
ment  of  Ihe  United  States,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
Inrobi*,"  with  ameDdmenis.  They  have  aUo 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An  , 
act  to  provide  relief  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men," and  "Ad  act  authorizing  a  subeoription  for 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volames  of  State  Fa- 
pen;"  in  which  amendmenu  and  btlb  they  ask 
the  coaenrraace  of  this  Hnnse. 

The  amendments  propoeed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  ihePrev- 
ideni  Asaoeiation  of  Clerk^  in  the  Civil  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government  of  Ihe  United  StaiM,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  Ihe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill  front  the  aenatc.  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  relief  fer  sick  and  disabled  seaoaeB,"  wai 
read  iwioe,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  A&ks. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  ao- 
theriziog  a  subscription  lor  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers,"  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Ad  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  lo  appoint  an  additional 
agent  for  paytngpeDsioners  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RoBixT  MooKB  offered  for  oonaideiatira 
the  following  tesolniion: 

Btmhtd,  That  Hw  Caumittee  on  Raa^  and  Oaads 
be  fautracted  to  iiKjan  iaU  tb«  expadisn^  ofaatkei- 
innf  the  Ouwetaiy  of  the  TiesMiry  to  sabavlbe  -~^ 
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pBSIKTitBV,  181S. 


AwM  ID  tlw  ttMik  sf  t)w  TvaJ  UM  Mt  from  PittitMiis, 
in  Ibe  coon^  «f  Allcf haay,  to  Wateribrd,  in  tba  county 
of  Bri*,  bk  UB  Stale  of  PennylvuiU. 

Id  offering  [his moIaiiaD,Mr.MaoBSMid,  that 
the  Leglslatare  of  PenDsylvania  hid  incorpoiated 
companies  to  cODiiruct  an  artiBcial  or  turnpike 
road  from  Pitwbnrg  lo  Waierford.  That  if  gen- 
tlemen would  refer  to  the  map  of  the  couDtry, 
fbey  WDuld  at  once  see  the  Deceaeity,  in  ■  na- 
tiooal  point  of  Tiew/of  conDeciing  the  wwer*  of 
the  Ohio  and  Lake  Brie  by  a  turnpike  road,  for 
the  UM  of  the  tJoiied  Suiei  and  the  public  gen- 
erally. That  if  they  would  recur  lo  the  events 
of  tb«  late  war,  a  doubt  could  not  exist  as  lo  its 
utility,  and  almost  absolute  necessity  ;  Erie  beiog 
a  naval  siaiion,  and  the  harbor  of  Presque  Itile 
bving  one  of  the  safest  oa  the  lake,  and  most  ad- 
Tantageously  situated  for  military  aud  uaTal  pnr- 
poMt.  Tbe  Secretary  of  War  in  bis  report  re- 
eenily  made^  had  reported  in  fatcr  of  the  water 
commtmicatioD  between  Fittsbarg  and  Erie,  in 
whieb,  Mr.  M.  uid,  he  coooutred ;  bul  it  would 
be  reeolteated  that  the  navigation  of  the  Alle- 
shany  river  and  French  creek  "was  impeded  by 
ica  during  the  Winter  moniba ;  and  frequently,  in 
tb«  latter  part  of  the  Bummer  and  Pall,  ihe  water 
waa  too  low  for  navigation,  and  hence  the  ob- 
vious neeeuiiy  of  conoectinc  the  (wo  important 
point*  of  Pittsburg  and  Brie  By  a  good  road.  He 
hoped,  ihetefore,  ibe  resolntion  would  be  adopted, 
and  the  object  propotti  meet  the  approbation  of 

The  moiion  was  agreed  to. 

LETTER  FROM  GOVERNOR  BIBB. 
The  following  Maaaage  wu  reoeived  ff«n  tba 
PHSMituiT  or  THB  UntTan  Statbb; 

I  tnaamil  to  OoifTaaB  ■  oon  of  a  lattte  ftom  Qo*- 
emor  Bibb  to  Mijoi  Oenmil  Jackaon,  rawaotad  with 
tha  hi*  aUUlaTir  opmtiona  in  Plarida.  TUa  letter 
ha4  b»Mi  mialaJd,  m  it  would  have  1 
ealod  with  Ike  othar  docmnanta  at  tlw 

JAHEB  MONROE. 

FsaBUABi  6,  ]8tS. 

FoKT  CaAWtoBD,  Mag  8, 1818. 

PaAk  Sia ;  Prnfaailinf  I*  Oooigia  te  th*  pmpoi 
of  hnngiBg  mj  bmiiy  M  (hia  taeriloty,  a^d  dcMTOU  I- 
pcevida  for  the  laletj  of  tba  inhabitaate  en  tha  frMt- 
tieia  during  mj  abaenco,  1  have  aongkt  aa  iBt«rri«W 
with  the  officer  in  eoiamand  at  lliia  dImo.  At  Camp 
i(oalgemei7, 1  leamad  that  yon  would  probablj  lea^ 
this  place  in  a  bw  daya,  aad  indnlgad  the  Im^b  of 
aeeing  you.  An  interview  with  yon  would  have  been 
to  me  a  sonice  of  mack  pleaanra,  end  I  regret  ibat 
my  arrangemenia  will  not  permit  ma  to  await  jodt 
aimal. 

Tha  Indiana  commenced  their  morderons 

DO  die  frontier  settlemenU  in  Juoaiy  lau,  when  two 
men  were  killed  in  fltb  neighbortiood.  No  event*  oc- 
curred aderwardi  to  eadia  apprehanrioa  ua^  the  14di 
4rflfaRl>,wbfln  a  bonee  oa  (be Federal  read,  near  the 
Poplar  ^rmg,  waa  atucked,  and  eight  pereana  killed. 
ItointeUgMiMreaBltad  ■•  at  OlMb<HM,  liMi  wfaaaee 
a  detaahmeat  *f  jaoawted  otanea  w  iauaaf 
oidaedl«lkaplac«f<ir«aeawndi'e«rae*.    j 


■«R,wlule  t      

at,  and  thiM  killed,  tern  wke«  Uaa  fea»- 
dradoi  IvrothooauiddBllaMweNlakatk  TbapMpIa, 
for  the  meet  part,  were  flying  Cn  saftty  la  evtey  di- 
recLion,  and  all  emnmnnlcatioa,  by  mail  or  otharwiaa, 
with  Georgia,  wholly  an^nded.  The  Indiana  wen 
known  to  be  still  in  that  quarter.  In  this  atat«  at 
things^  three  poits  were  eilaUiahed  by  my  order,  at 
ivbich  theta  are,  in  tha  whole,  about  an  hundred  men, 
who  have  inatmctions  to  aconr  the  wooda  f^om  day  to 
day.  A  fortnight  ainee,  they  bund  a  camp,  but  on 
their  approach  the  enemy  fled  to  a  contignona  awamp, 
from  whidl  tliey  fired  and  kifled  one  man.  T%s  eom- 
manding  officer  inftiiBa  Bie  that  be  diinka  the  mmber 
of  Indians  in  the  ndgbboiliood  eonMeraUe.  I  abanld 
have  mentioiied  that,  in  April,  a  hoaa*  within  tftcea 

_    . -rniloa  of  CUbome  waa  attacked,  the  faa» 

lad,  and  wiA  and  two  daogblBn  woaNdaA. 
Thirty  dollara,  a  qaaali^  of  baoan,  aad  tnerj  artada 
which  could  be  oonvayed  away,  were   taken  and  e«>-    , 
ried  to  Penaaoola,  wbne  I  halwva  tha  mvrdereta  mieht    | 
atiU  be  Iband. 

I  yealerda;  learned  that  one  Indian  waa  killed)  and 
anotber  wounded,  near  tbe  Poplir  Bpring 

This  detail  ot  eventa,  however,  waa  ^ebaUy  ttnna- 
oeasary,  »■  yoti  will  receive  Iroia  M«i«r  Tonnga  evesy 
intelligence  anon  the  aabject.  My  principal  objoct  ■■ 
to  atale  that,  in  my  eOirta  to  pioteet  tha  pMple  vnm 
whom  I  pradda,  tba  tenitotial  troaanry,  beinc  d*at»> 
tale  of  fund*,  haa  aflbided  me  no  aoppliea  whatavari 
nor  has  it  been  in  tba  power  of  the  commanding  oS- 
cei  bare  to  render  tha  eld  which  he  haa  nnifoadj 
nuniliMted  the  beat  diipoaition  to  ifford.  I  am  d» 
BTons  that  the  trocpa  anoutd  be  considered  *a  in  tba 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  accounts  a^ 
joaled  when  their  term  of  aervioe  ezpirea.  One  com- 
pan;  rendeavonaad  at  Poplar  Spring,  for  three  Boalfaa' 
aerrice,  on  the  lOtb  of  April,  and  a  detachment  e( 
twenty-five  at  Sepulga,  lately,  for  the  aama  term  of 
service.  The  eipenditniei  incotted  have  bean  naea» 
■siily  considerable,  and  altogether  beyond  my  maana 
of  paying.  You  will  readily  perceive  how  aapleuaaM 
haa  been  my  litualion,  without  the  meaoa  ef  mbidiog 
the  proteetioa  necessary  to  keep  tbe  inhalntanta  at 
their  bomea.  The  regular  force  In  this  quarter  baa 
been  insufficient  for  the  debnce  of  the  country ;  tb* 
mililia  I  have  not  had  time  t*  organise ;  and,  above  aD, 
not  a  dollar  in  the.  Ireeaaiy.  My  viewa  of  the  necea> 
rity  of  forwardint  men  and  money  l«  tU*  eeetioa  rf 
the  eoniKry,  have  been  rq>*aledly  atatsd  to  Colonel 
'm^e,  but  I  apuialwnd  It  baa  not  bean  in  hi*  powar 
10  maet  Ibeei.    Having  endeavored  in  vain,  wiBk  aay 


oeaaiva  mardn^  and  bring  satisfied  tbst  they  eoagM 
relage  in  Floiida.  I  delenaiaed  to  raiae  a  veiantaer 
fotee,  and  order  Hum  U  attack  tbe  boelile  Indiana 
wiUuMU  regard  to  oar  beondary.  A  part  of  tbe  tec* 
is  now  under  the  oommaud  of  Major  Yonnga,  aad 
Csfttain  StuU  is  in  posioaaioo  of  my  order.  Had  I 
been  fiimiahsd  with  funds,  the  enemy  wonld  have  been 
driven  Irom  that  retreat  long  before  this  time ;  pei- 
suadad  as  I  am  that  it  is  the  only  eflbctnd  method  of 
aflbrdlng  aeenrity  to  tUa  territory. 

I  have  this  moment  received  Intelligence  whiA 
leave*  no  doubt  of  your  approach  to  this  quarter,  and 
I  ^mO  now  leave  tbe  temtory  p«el«oUy  aMiidad  that 
the  peo^  win  not  aaiei  by  my  abaenea.  Mr.  Hoaiy 
Httefaaoak  la  appohit«d  tenitoriB]  aeeretaiy.  aad  wil 
,  act  •*  Governor  after  I  set  out  from  Put  JaAaaa 


wn 


HZBTOB.T  OF  OOKIHCBBB. 


lars 


Fhmut,  1819. 


amBitwU  War. 


wlndi  tfOI  1m  tb*  seth  oi  S»h  of  tha  iwmllt.  I  luy, 
biwercr,  be  deUinad  &  few  daj*  longer  in  amnging 
with  the  Bis  Warriot  the  reception  of  a  patty  of  In- 
iUm  who  have  ned  for  PjMee,  and  deliiered  them- 
•eivea  to  Major  Toungt.  Thii  thej  did  ao  lOon  ai  the- 
Hajor  ei>n*iiic«d  tbeni,  b;  a  well  timed  and  well  exe- 
eoted  eipeditiim,  &at  tltey  wooM  no  lonnr  be  pei- 
miited  to  mtirder  oot  dtlMra,  end  Bnd  nrnfe  in  the 
^■niih  tmitiMT. 

"nere  are  at  6a»  plaee  ibrtf  voltuteen,  and  the 
■HMnoabeiorBiUiliaatCanpMMtfDiMij.    SImM 

Caeed  anj  aUiliatial  aidfroM  tbet«mtnT,)twoM 
juiaplfy  IttaUbmi,  ebovU  foo  aotify  me  at  Tart 


any  daBartne. 
•  yoD  a  letter  I  1 


r  I  have  reeWred  froai  the 

t  a(  the  Aililia  near   the  Poplar 

Qpnng,  which  wiO  preeent  lo  tm  the  Mate  of  thinge 
6)  ttat  qoaitet.  Eicvw  tbia  haaty  aorawlfBad  accept 
the  eanranMi  of  my  regard  and  ealcem. 

WM.  W,  BIBB.. 
Haj.  Qcn.  Axduw  J^CKawf. 

SBMIMOLE  WAS. 

Tfhe  HoDte  (b«n  asain  reaolTcd  ileelf  into  b 
Conunidce  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Bassett  in  ihe 
chair,)  on  the  report  of  the  Miliiarjr  Committes, 
on  the  subject  ot  the  Seminole  war. 

Ur.  Reed,  of  Marylaod,  in  a  speech  of  two 
bours,  concluded  hia  obserrattoaa  in  faror  of  (he 
report,  as  giTeo  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Ur.  WiLUAHB,  of  Connectioul,  addrecaed  ihe 
Chair  aa  follows: 

Mr.  Cbainnaa,  it  is  wiib  lelaciance  that,  in 
Ihia  stage  of  the  debate,  I  rise  to  address  yon, 
■ftei  the  talents  and  the  patience  of  Ibe  Commit- 
tee bare  both  been  almost  exhausted  upon  this 
nbjeci.  But,  sir,  apologiea  may  be  neceasary  for 
me,  but  they  must  be  useless  to  vou.  I  shall, 
tbarefore,  proceed  immediately  to  liie  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  before  us.  And  I  too  can 
with  gutllemen  say,  that  I  faave  no  prirale  ob- 
jects to  Btiaiiij  and  no  passioni  to  gratify,  by  the 
decision  of  this  queation.  The  Constitution  and 
lawa  of  my  country  only  do  I  wish  to  preserre. 
It  is  not  my  intention,  at  ibis  stage  of  the  debate, 
to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  ibis  war;  but  it 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  on  the  2d  day  of 
December,  1S17,  the  Fiesident  of  the  United 
States,  in  hie  Message  to  Congress,  declared  lo 
na  that  "  witb  the  Barbaty  States  and  the  Indian 
iribes  our  pacific  relations  had  been  preserved." 
And  on  the  25lh  of  August,  1817,  General  Gaines 
Wiole  (o  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  cer- 
tain oomplaints  against  Ibe  Indians  for  killing 
cattle,  stealing,  dec;  but  says  be  has  not  beard 
of  anything  lifce  an  assemblage  of  force  among 
the  Indians.  And  yet  the  mnrdera  of  which, 
npon  this  occasion,  we  bare  beard  so  mneb,  par- 
ticularly that  of  Mrs.  Garret  and  her  chifdren, 
happened  before  this  time — Mrs.  G.'s  on  the  24lh 
of  Febraary,  1817— and,  as  the  Indians  claimed, 
in  reiolialion  for  their  murdered  friends.  Tbey 
appear  at  least  to  have  arisen  from  private,  not 
national  quarrels.  But,  on  the  21st  of  NoTem- 
ber.  General  Gainea  sent  an  officer,  with  two 
hundredandfiftjr  men, toFowItown,  (the  residence 
of  a  part  of  a  natioa  wbo,  ia  Ibe  laat  IsdiBa  war, 


varriot^ 

kgnished 


.   of  reaiaUaes,  to 
ihes  aa  enemiea."    This  party,  as  wat 

¥»baUy  eapeeted,  was  fired  upon  ur  the  IndiaBK. 
b«  iMUaai  w«re  pM  to  flight ;  Bra  warn' 
with'  ooe  wonaa,  and  lo  far  aot  diatin 
froBi  lh«  waitior^  killed,  acveTal  woaad 
Ibe  TCMSfBdar  driven  into  a  BW>anp.  Nine'diT* 
irfUr  thM  act  af  war,  LieatcMai  Bean  and  hfa 
party,  aseending  Appalaebicola  rlrer,  were  all 
cat  off  by  the  mrages.  General  Jaekaoa  was  - 
soon  after  called  lo  the  command,  and  ordered  to 
put  an  end  lo  the  war  thus  began.  Hia  conduct, 
while  In  this  oomauiad,  is  now  before  as;  w« 
are  called  to  judge  respecting  it.  But  we  are 
told  thai  we  bare  no  right  to Judg«k  or  even  make 
an  inquiry  on  the  subject.  That  the  right  of  de- 
claring war,  inolnding  Ihe  right  of  judging  of  ita 
caosea,  is  ibe  peculiar  province  of  Congresa,  can 
aoarcely  be  doubted.  On  this  subject  we  hare 
an  authority  which  wilt  be  respeoted  in  this 
House — that  of  the  laie  President;  and,  as  I  m^ 
bare  occoaion  to  adrert  to  it  again,  I  will  ask  the 
aUenlioo  of  the  Committee  while  it  is  read: 

"  Erery  jnst  new  that  can  be  taken  of  this  rabjeet 
■diBonlshea  the  pvbHc  of  the  nseaeaitj  of  a  rigid  ml- 
bstvnce  t«  the  SJoq^e,  Ae  reeeired,  and  the  ltanda> 
mentd  deetrina  at  the  Ceastitalka ;  that  the  power 


iado&if  the  power  of  jadgiag  ol 
eeasee  oi  war,  ie  Mly  and  aielaeivriy  Tsslid  in  ue 
LegulBtare ;  that  the  Eieentjve  has  no  right,  in  ny 


obL  far  adedHon,  i      _    .  .    ^ 

Censtitntion  ha*  daemed  reqniiile  or  prapu ;  and  fin 
•uch,  mere  than  ,any  other  contingency,  Ibif  right 
wa>  Bpeciallj  giien  to  Ihe  ExecntiTe. 

•■  In  no  part  »f  the  ConaUlntion  ia  more  wisdom  to 
be  found  than  in  the  danse  which  conAdea  the  qnee- 
tioB  of  war  or  peace  lo  the  LMialatnrei  and  not  to 
the  Exeentire  depanmat.  Beaidea  the  objeetioiiB  to 
taA  a  miilure  of  haterogeneon*  powet*,  the  tinat  and 
temptations  would  be  too  grrat  for  any  one  man — not 
snch  as  nature  may  offer  as  the  prodirr  of  nuny  een- 
tariei,  but  snch  as  may  be  expected  in  the  onlinary 
■uocasaions  of  magisttsey.  War  is,  in  fact,  the  tme 
nnrae  of  Exscntire  aggrandiiement  In  war  a  pt^sl- 
cal  fiiree  »  to  be  created,  and  it  ia  the  EiecnMre  will 
which  ia  lo  direct  it ;  ia  war  the  pahlk  ticaearee  ate 
to  be  naloeked,  and  It  ia  the  Bieentire  hand  which  b 
to  dinenee  them ;  in  war  IfaeboBCM  endewolnaMnta 
of  office  »a  te  be  mnltqilied,  and  it  ia  the  Bxecalirs 
•attoaoge  nndar  wbioh  they  ere  to  be  eqii^edi  it  ia 
m  war,  flaoUy,  that  laareli  am  to  be  gnlheied,  and  it 
ia  the  Exeenlire  brow  they  era  to  endrde.  The 
etroageat  pa«aoniand  the  moM  dangerous  wiakncisss 
of  the  hanan  bMost,  ambitian,  Bvadce^  vanity,  Ibe 
hMtonble  or  venal  love  of  fame,  are  all  in  conspire^ 
agaiait  the  desire  and  duty  of  peace.  Hence  it  has 
giewn  into  an  axiom,  that  the  Executive  is  the  de- 
partment of  power  meet  distinguished  by  ita  propen- 
aity  to  war ;  WcB  it  ia  the  practice  of  all  Statea,  in 
proportion  as  they  are  free,  to  disarm  this  propenioty 
of  it*  influcnae. 
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HISTOET  OF  OONaBEBS. 


leeo 


H.  opR. 


FlBBDAXTglSM. 


■  pruM  thit  riiM  in  iteTslaeu  there  maybe  tkaown 
capadt;  to  aVJke  in  war,  m  it  mnit  be  one  of  ths  bit 
dnties  of  a  peopte  to  inaTk  the  fint  omen  in  the  «o- 
dety,  of  prindpiee,  that  ntaj  atimnkte  the  hopes  of 
oilier  megiitratea  of  enothei  jvopenait;,  to  intrade 
into  qoeatiDwi  on  trhicb  iti  gistifieatiaii  dependi.  If 
a  free  people  be  a  wiM  people,  they  will  not  fns«t  that 
tbe  dangof  of  aanriM  can  narei  be  m  great  w  when 
the  advocate!  fin  uepraiasalire  of  war  can  aheatbeit 
in  a  ^mbol  of  peace. — Ldlert  of  SehuUif,  by  Jfr. 
Madaon—ntw  tditioa  of  f  e&raJM— 616,  eS7. 

If,  theD,  aecoTding  to  th«  Const!  (Diion,  Con- 
grem  onl^  has  the  pow«r  to  declare  war,  and 
judge  of  its  caases,  the;  must  neceisarilr  bare 
the  power  to  secure  Ihemselrea  in  the  enjojmeot 
of  Ibis  their  ezclustTc  right.  At  least  they  mmt 
hare  the  pririlege  of  declaring  that  others  have 
Qsurped  tfae  powere,  and  tbas  preserve  the  ad- 
vantage of  not  baring  aequiesced  in  it.  Tber 
•urely  are  not  lo  depend,  for  the  delermj nation  of 
■  great  Const!  tutioDiU  qaesttOD.  upon  the  deei- 
sioD  of  a  coQTt  martial,  selected  from  officeri  sab- 
ordinate  to  the  person  accused,  upon  a  qaestloo 
in  which  their  own  prjrileges  are  deeply  in- 
volved. Besides,  the  decision  of  a  coart  martial 
might,  and  perhaps  ought,  in  a  yreal  measure,  to 
depend  upon  the  motivea  which  actuated  the 
patty  on  trial.  Their  decisions,  therefore,  woald 
not  necesaatily  affect  at  atl  the  qucetioni  before 
ns ;  for  here  the  question  is  not  a  qQesti<»  of  in- 
tention, bat  the  inqniry  id,  has  the  Conititutimi 
been  riolaiedl  not  what  were  the  riews  which 
led  to  such  rioletion. 

Besides,  the  question  as  to  the  ri|:bt  to  inquire 
has  been  repeatedly  decided  by  the  House. 

In  the  case  of  General  St.  Clair,  alluded  to  by 
the  gentleman  who  preceded  rae  (Mr.  Rebd)  in 
the  case  of  General  Wilkinson,  I  am  informed 
the  question  was  distinctly  made,  and  decided  by 
this  House,  although  no  resolution  passed  in  con- 
sequence of  that  inquiry,  except  to  transmit  the 
testimony  to  the  President.  So  an  Inquiry  was 
had  relative  to  thedesltuciion  of  theCa^ito^  dur- 
ing the  last  war.  And  in  ibe  various  instances 
of  thsnlEs  which  hare  been  passed  br  Congress, 
and  one  in  favor  of  General  Jackson  himselT,  the 
qnestion  must  necessarily  have  been  decided. 

It  baviug  then  been  settled  that  Congress  iiave 
the  right  to  inquire,  the  question  to  be  considered 
U,  had  your  commanding  oScet  a  right,  not  only 
loenter  the  tetritoryofaDcuiral  nation, but  to  cap- 
rare  tfae  forts  of  ibat  nation,  and  treat  their  gar- 
risons as  prtsoners  of  war,  without  the  consent  of 
the  Legislature}  And  here  I  begleave  to  remark, . 
that  it  has  been  our  policy,  and  I  hope  it  will 
ever  continue  to  be  the  policy  of  this  nation,  to 
remain  a  pacific  nation.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be 
for  onr  interest  to  extend  the  rights  of  belligerents. 

Had,  then,  our  officers  a  tigbi,  bylbe  law  of  na- 
tions, to  capture  the  Spanish  fortresses  of  SL 
Marts,  PenEacola,aadBHraQCaB,consisleolly  with 
the  neutral  relation  we  were  in  towards  Spain? 
ifiheyhad,  it  mast  bare  been  either  on  the  ground 
of  extreme  necessity,  or  because  the  commanders 
of  those  places  bad  given  aid  and  comfort  to  our 
enemies. 


As  to  the  first— in  what  cases,  consistent  with 
neutral  relations,  may  we  capture  the  forrreases 
of  a  Power  with  whom  we  are  at  peace  1  Paf- 
fendorf  cites  from  Grolius  the  following  as  the 
rule:  "It  is  lawful  for  him  who  wages  a  jast 
'  war  to  possess  himself  of  a  place  seated  la  a 
'  country  that  is  at  peace  with  him,  if  there  be 
'  certain  ^not  only  imaginary)  danger  thai  the  eu- 
'  emy  will  otherwise  surprise  i(,  and  from  tbeoce 
'  annoy  him,  with  irreparable  mischief ;  prorided, 
'  he  take  nothing  but  what  is  Deeesaary  for  lua 
'  own  security,  as  the  bare  cnsiodr  of  ibe  place, 
'  leaving  both  the Jurisdietion  and  the  prtMlta  to 
■  the  right  owner."* 

These  are  the  writers  who  are  eonatttored  al- 
most as  oraeles  of  the  law  of  nations.  Is,  then, 
this  ease  within  the  rule  here  laid  down  ?  Was 
there  certain,  not  merely  imiginan  danger,  that 
the  Indians  would  capture  these  fortresses  7  It 
is  for  the  friends  of  this  measure  lo  ibow,  ibat 
the  danger  was  cerlaio — for  an  act  having  beSO 
done,  not  justifiable  by  the  general  laws,  the  party 
who  elaims,  by  rittue  of  an  exception  founded 
upon  necessity,  is  bound  to  show  tbe  existence  of 
that  necessity ;  as,  in  the  case  of  homicide^  it 
may  be  justifiable,  or  excusable;  but  tbe  puty- 
bound  must  show  that  it  is  jastifiable  or  excusable. 
In  the  case  before  us,  what  is  ibe  eridence  of 
this  1  It  is  said  the  Goreinor  of  Pensacola  him- 
self acknowledged  the  danger  as  to  St.  Marki, 
and  apprehended  that  it  haa  aciualy  fallen  into 
tbe  bands  of  ihe  Indians.  If  this  were  actually 
so,  perhaps  it  might  furnish  an  excuse  for  oac 
Gorernmenl  to  justify  themselves  in  a  contra- 
reray  with  tbe  Spanish  Qoyernment;  bn^  is  it, 
therefore  nu  excuse  for  an  officer  of  oura,  who 
has  acted  without  orders,  and  contrary  to  tbe 
Conslilation  1  The  fact,  as  it  respects  sach  offi< 
cer,  when  examined  at  tbe  bar  of  bis  couDtiy, 
still  remains  to  be  proved,  and  the  eridence  of 
the  Governor  of  Pensacola  certainly  does  not 

Srore  it.  The  Governor,  according  to  General 
aekson,  informed  Captain  Call "  that  Ihe  Indiaiu 
'  had  demanded  arms,  ammunition,  and  prorisiona, 
'  or  the  possession  of  the  garrison  of  St.  Alarki, 
'  and,  be  presumed,  possession  had  been  giren, 
'  from  bis  inability  lo  maintain  it"t  Again,  in 
bisletter  to  theQoremor  of  SLMarksjbesaysjlbe 
Governor  of  Pensacola  staled  "  that  the  Indiana 
'  and  negroes  had  demanded  of  you  large  snppliei 
'  of  munitions  of  war,  with  a  threat,  in  case  of  re- 
'  fosal,  of  taking  possession  of  your  forireBs.*^  The 
same  idea  iR  expressed  in  a  letter  of  the  Sih  of 
May.  The  admission,  therefore,  of  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  was  DothioE  more  than  an  attempt  to 
justify  the  supplies  whica  might  be  afiorded  to  the 
Indians,  on  acconni  of  a  supposed  inability  on 
tbe  part  of  the  commander  of  St.  Marks,  if  he 
should  furnish  them,  or  a  presumption  that  that 
officer  would  surrender  bis  fort  to  their  threats^ 
rather  than  grant  their  demand  of  succors.  Bni^ 
for  us  to  judge  of  the  probability  of  the  Indiati 
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empiatiug  ih>t  fort,  w«  mut  lo  kaow  the  Qumbtf 
of  meD  ID  the  fort,  tha  Dumber  of  gaaB,  the  stale 
9f  the  work*,  iDd  the  meuu  of  deteoce ;  we  also 
want  to  kDow  what  oambei  of  meo  the  IndiaDs 
had  imbodied,  whether  ihe;r  had  %ny  artillery, 
Of  aDf  meUB  of  aaptnriDg  a  fortified  plaee.  Od 
these  inbject*  we  bate  do  ioforDiaiiOD ;  we  have, 
therefore,  a  fair  right  to  presume  that  these  tav- 
kgea  who  wanted  to  proeate  from  the  Spaniards 
irmtandammaoitioDtodefeDdlhemielTeBagaiDtt 
our  force,  had  at  their  command  no  means  of 
wplnrins  Spanith  fortresses.  Bat,  again:  It 
Appears  from  Oeneral  Jackson's  own  letters,  that, 
beroie  he  arrived  at  Si.  Marks,  a  demaod  had 
beaa  made  bj  the  Indiaiw,  of  the  Governor,  lo 
sariender  Bl  Marka,  bat  that  St.  Marks  was  not 


T  of  that  work."*  Now,  if  tbe  com- 
muider  had  refoaed  lo  sDrrender  the  fort  upon  a 
demand  made,  and  that  demaDd  was  followed  by 
no  attack  apon  the  part  of  the  Indians,  had  not 
Qeneral  Jackson  everr  right  to  IwlieTe  that  the 
feanof  the  Oo*crnor  of  Pensaeola  were  ficlilioaa, 
that  the  lodiaDs  were  aniiteiy  unable  to  make 
iuij>  aiicapt,  and  that  the  danger  was  oalj  ua- 
apnarir  ? 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  (though  in  a 
nuoh  sltonfcr  degree)  to  Feosacola ;  there,  how- 
erer,  GcDeiml  Jacluon  had  no  iatimation  from 
the  Gorernor,  that  it  could  not  be  defended  ;  on 
the  coDtrarjr,  GeDetal  Jackson  himself  tells  ui 
that  he  wrote  to  the  Gonroor,  "  that  if  ihe  force 
'  vou  are  now  disposed  wantonly  lo  sacrifice, had 
'  been  ordered  against  the  Seminoles,  the  enemy's 
'  troops  had  never  entered  the  Floridas."t  If, 
then,  the  force  of  the  Gorernor  was  great  enough 
to  hare  prerenled  the  war  entirety, surely  it  was 
l^real  enoagh  to  defend  bis  own  fori,  in  addi- 
iion  to  this,  Pensacola  was  captured  after  Gene- 
lal  Jackson  had  declared  the  war  at  an  end,  had 
diamissed  the  Georgia  militia,  and  asked  lease 
himself  to  retire.  So  iar,  then,  from  being  cer- 
tain that  this  place  wonld  fall  into  the  bands  of 
the  enemy,  there  was  no  probability  of  it.  But, 
was  it  otherwise,  could  ibey  have  annoyed  tis 
with  irreparable  misohien  Will  it  be  said,  thai 
ft  company  of  Indians  and  n^oes,  uninstrneied 
in  the  use  of  artillery,  could  have  gained  to  ihem- 
Mires  any  adTanlaga  from  being  oonflaed  in  the 
walla  of  St.  Marks  1  Or  that  the  strengih  of 
this  place  was  saoh,  that  they  could  bare  de- 
fended it  againit-DUT  artillery,  when  the  Span- 
iards could  not  defend  it  even  against  Indians? 
How  many  of  theaa  saiages  were  there,  and 
what  ioar ce  could  we  oppose  to  them  1  General 
Ctaififs  io  one  of  hi*  tetters  speaks  of  its  being 
reported  that  2,700  were  imbodied;  but  he  says 
further,  he  does  not  beliera  it.  AoU  in  looking 
oier  the  history  of  hia  campaign,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  Ckneral  Jackson's  army  erei  found 
mote  than  500  UdianB  imbodied.  And,  to  meet 
this  force,  General  Jaeksou  bad  under  his  com- 


mand about  900  Kentucky  and  Teanaseee  volun- 
teers, about  1,000  Georgia  militia,  abeot  360  r^u- 
lar  troops,  and,  as  is  supposed,  (for  no  estimate  is 
given,)  about  l,fiOO  Indian  auxiliaries,  under  the 
command  of  General  Mcintosh.  Of  this  force, 
only  one,  it  is  believed,  was  kilted  by  the  Indians, 
and  four  wounded,  and  of  the  enemy,  49  war- 
riors were  killed  and  79  captured,  beside*  280 
women  and  children. 

From  these  fact*  it  appears  that  the  great  diffi- 
cnlty  on  our  part  was  lo  find  the  enemy ;  we 
should  then  suppoae  that  it  would  have  been  the 
wish  of  our  oommander  that  tbeir  force  should 
hare  been  coDceniraied  in  St,  Marks.  And  when 
we  recolleet  that  at  the  battle  of  the  Horae  Shoe, 
i50  men  drove  from  their  enirenchmeniaad  killed 
more  than  1,000  Id dians  ;  and  when  we  compare 
oar  force  with  theirs,  we  cannot  believe  that  the 
injury  thev  would  have  done  lo  us,  bad  they 
eaplnred  the  Spanish  fort,  would  have  been 
irrepaiable. 

Bat,  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  General  Jack- 
sen  "ought  to  have  left  the  jurisdiction  and  the 
profits  to  Ihe  right  owner."  Instead  of  this,  he 
takes  possession,  establifihee  a  temporary  govern- 
ment, speaks  of  the  garrison  as  prisoners  of  war, 
sends  them  to  Pensacola,  and  thence  to  Havana, 
and  treats  it  as  a  conquered  country. 

Bui.it  ia  said,  as  the  commanding  officer  would 
have  the  right  Intake  the  fort  of  a  neniralin  case 
of  extreme  necessity,  he  must  be  Ihe  judge  of 
the  necessity  ;  and  beini  so,  we  have  no  right  to 
censure  him,  even  if  he  lias  judged  wioub.  But 
in  this  casebe  had  no  right  to  judge;  he  aad  his 
order^^if  be  departed  from  them  he  assumed 
ibe  reiponsibiliiy,  and,  like  all  other  ministerial 
officers,  is  accountable  for .  the  conBeqnences.  It 
has,  indeed,  been  denied  by  one  genuemao  from 
Virgioia,  ihai  he  had  any  snch  orders.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  General  Gaines  had  orders,  if  the 
Indians  look  shelter  under  a  Spanish  fi»t,  not  to 
allBck  them,  bnl  lo  noiify  Ibo  War  Department. 
But  it  is  said,  there  is  no  evidence  toat  these 
orders  were  communicated  to  General  Jackson, 
and,  if  they  were,  they  were  not  binding  upon 
him,  because  a  superior  officer  cannot  be  bound 
by  order*  given  lo  a  P^'t/  sobaliero.  These  or* 
ders  were  giveo  to  an  omcer  of  equal  rank  with 
Qeneral  Jackson  himself,  and  not  lo  a  petty  sub- 
altern, and  were  commuuicaied  to  him  for  the 
regulation  of  his  cooducL  The  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  letter  to  General  Jackson,  of  the  Ktit 
December,  1817,  speaking  generally  of  the  orders 
to  General  Gaines,  says  ''copies  will  befurnished 
to  you,"  and  Eurely  Ibey  would  be  furnished  for 
DO  other  purpose  loan  as  rules  of  conduct  for  the 
commanding  officer;  aad,  lest  it  should  be  said 
that  the  Secretary  did  not  allude  to  these  orders, 
but  only  to  the  last  order,  I  refer  to  the  letter*  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  Slate,  in  his  correspondence 
with  Ihe  Spanish  Mioiaier  and  Mr.  Erring.  To 
ibe  first,  after  reciting  the  above  order  to  Qeneral 
Gaines,  he  &ays,  "  You  have  seen  that  no  insituc- 
'  lions  or  authority  inconaisieni  with  ihedeclaia- 
'  tion  of  the  Presideoi  on  tbe  35tb  of  Marah  iast 
'  to  Congnsa,  were  ever  itsaed  to  the  commander 
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'  of  ifae  Americaii  foreat.  Tb«  poweniart  whiek 
'  he  ttMk  or  tb«  fori  of  St.  Markt,  and  sqImc- 
'qaeniljr  of  Pponcoia,  was  upon  motives  wkich 
'  ne  hiinself  bas  explaioed,  and  upon  hia  own 
'  rwpoowbility."*  To  Mr.  Krvlng  ihe  S«or«tary 
write*,  "The  officer  in  coaiinand  immediaielf 
'  twfoie  Gentral  Jaekioo,  was  ttwrefore  vpeciallj' 
'  iBtinHited  to  respcet,  as  far  m  pomible,  the  Span- 
'  iah  aathority,  nbererer  it  w»  maiatained.  and 
'  eopiea  of  tbi*  ordw  were  aUo  forwarded  lo 
'  Gan«tal  Jaekeon,  upon  hii  taking  oommaBd.'t 
(general  Jackson,  Iberafore,  was  not  lo  judge  aa 
to  the  danger ;  and,  if  he  did,  h«  muit  ioour  tbe 
nepoMtbiiitr. 

Etnt  il  is  taid  by  the  geatleman  from  Penotjrl- 
rania,  (Hr.  Balowir,)  that  Qenenl  Jaoktoo"* 
defence  otigbt  hm  to  be  plaeed  man  ihia  rro«i4 ; 
Ihat  we  afaouM  hear  hie  own  dsteiKe,  bm  decide 
oponthat.  It)  other  wordf,  thai  hail  jaitiled  in 
eapinriag  the  SjMitUh  fotta  heeauM  their  tnm- 
mandera  had  giren  aid  and  Boeeor  to  ew  eoe- 
miaa,  ThMlheOeaecalhaaaaiumed  thtagrotitid 
of  daroDce,  I  agree  with  the  gentleaKm  frmn 
Pemif  Irania.  Not  soppoaing,  however,  that  it 
woold  bare  beeo  adnilied,  I  had  endaavoRd  to 
eotleet  firoaa  the  tetteia  of  General  Jaek«>n  eri- 
daaoa  af  the  fact.  In  a  letter  of  the  25th  of 
Match,  be  write*  "  I  shall  take  posaeasioB  of  the 
prriion  of  St.  Uatki  ea  a  depot  for  my  proriaratu, 
if  in  the  basdi  of  the  Spaniards,  they  baving  sup- 

aitd  the  Indiaas."  Id  hi*  letter  of  the  5th  of 
ajr,  "  ill  ihe  eoaveraauoa  between  mr  Aid-de- 
'  camp.  Lieutenant  Qadsdcn,  «ik1  the  Spanish 
'  conataBdaot,  circamiiaDces  transpired  coo-viet- 

*  ing  him  of  a  dispovitioo  to  favor  tbe  Indians, 
'  and  of  taking  an  active  part  in  aiding  and  abet* 
'  liDg  tbetu  in  this  war ;  1  beatuied,  therefore,  no 
<  longer ;  as  I  conld  not  be  received  in  friendship. 
'  1  entned  the  fort  by  violence;"  In  his  letter  of 
the  3d  of  JHoe,  he  saf  a  "  on  the  fact  that  the 
'  Spanish  officers  had  sided  and  abetted  tbe  In* 

*  tlnJa  eBeny,  and  tbereb;  beoame  a  pattjr  in 
'  hostiljljea  against  ds,  do  I  justify  mj  oecopanoy 
'  of  the  Spanish  fortresses."  It  was  not,  then, 
from  hia  own  aecoaat,  on  the  ground  of  a  fo- 
lan  danger,  hot  because  they  aetoalif  had,  or 
were  supposed  to  have,  aided  and  abetted  tbe 
eaetoy.  Tbe  queetion  then  arises,  can  this  be  a 
jnatileation  for  Oeneral  Jackaon  1  Tbe  eondiKI 
of  the  Spanish  oonmanders,  tbougti  wbolly  nn- 
JDsliAed  as  it  reapeets  onr  oeunivy,  was  not  war. 
nose  who  Goniead  thatenteriag  a  neutml  coun- 
try, capturing  oeQtrml  forts,  and  seizing  the  gnr- 
risbn^  did  not  amoant  to  war,  will  not  eoBtead 
ibal  tfte  act  of  supplying  an  enemy  is  in  itself  an 
act  of  war.  This  may  be  a  cause  of  war,  but  if, 
•a  Ur.  Uadison  has  toM  as,  the  power  of  declar- 
ing war,  inclndiog  the  power  of  judging  of  the 
cansce  of  war,  is  fally  and  eidnsively  vested  in 
tbe  LcgiaUiiare,  and  that  tbe  Bxecniive  b«9  no 
tight  to  decide  the  question,  surely  a  eomtnand- 
ing  officer  can  have  no  right  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion, or  to  jadge  bow  far  we  shall  overlo^  or 
excuse  tbe  conduct  of  these  Spanish  officers.    If 
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aiding  and  sapplying  the  enemy  is  an  aoiormr) 
what  is  the  cocspquenee  1  Spain  claims  tbat 
privateers  are  fiued  out  from  our  ports,  aad  tka  t 
arms  and  ammunition  are  furnished  to  their  re- 
bellious eubjectt  in  South  Amerien.  3«ppaee 
that  such  is  the  fact,  has  a  Spanish  offioat  a  right 
10  go  10  tbe  city  from  whence  these  snppliea  are 
sent,  or  the  privateers  were  fitted  oat,  and  lake 
possession  of  it,  to  prevent  fatBtesopplieBl  Sore- 
ly not,  because  these  are  not  bus  of  war,  ihoagb, 
nader  certain  cireanutanoes,  they  may  be  suS- 
eieni  causes  of  war.  And,  after  the  antheritiaa 
which  were  read  in  the  early  part  of  this  debats, 
by  the  gcBileman  from  Georgia  and  oihats,  it 
eaoniX  now  be  necessary  to  ptore  that,  admiKiog 
tbe  faets  slated  by  General  Jackson  as  to  the  sap- 
plies,  it  farmed  no  jastJOcMioo,  and  the  groomi 
upon  which  he  chose  to  amnd  must  lall.  Tfce 
eammandiBg  officer  may  assail  and  uke  poasee- 
•ioa  of  «  neattal  fort,  not  to  leveage  a  past  iajo- 
ry,  but  to  prevent  a  future  one;  itet  becaMe  an. 
enemy  may  have  been  supplied  oc  a  treaty  bM»- 
kcD,  Mt  last  bis  own  nrmjf  aboild  be  cut  ofl^  •! 
his  eoDDtry  be  overraD.  BQI  when  he  atMHHN* 
to  radresa  past  injurteC)  he  seta  hiaMelf  in  ike 
place  af  Coagteaa,  and  assume*  that  polver,  wfa  jok 
18  Tested  in  the  Legislaltve  branch  of  the  Gov 
ernment  only. 

But,  it  is  said,  Ibat  the  oaptwe  of  farliaase*  kf 
force  does  not  necessarily  imply  war ;  and  In* 
siancei  are  given  where  some  petty  places,  anek 
a*  Turk's  Island,  have  been  eaptnred,  and  no  wat 
followed.  It  is  admitted  (hat  the  injury  arMiag 
from  sack  acta  may  be  waifed  by  the  party  io- 
jnred.  But  tbe  act  itself  is  ao  ect  of  war,  ofopca 
force  and  violence.  The  Presideatof  the  Uni- 
ted State*  has  no  right  to  make  war,  but  b«  vay 
repel  it:  snppoae  tbe  Spaaisb  should  attack 
the  lam  of  Baltimore,  might  not  the  Preaideai 
order  onr  army  to  atuck  them  1  Why  J  BecaiMC 
the  attack  is  an  act  of  war,  withoMi  iaqniry  iiM 
the  cause. .  It  is  open  violence  wfaieh  be  has  ik« 
right  to  repel,  and  it  would  not  be  asked  by  Ike 
President  or  Congress,  wketber  il  was  avtha(> 
isad  by  tbe  Spanish  Governmeot  or  not.  Mo,  it 
woald  be  treated  as  an  act  of  war. 

Again,  it  is  said,  we  bare  a  standiof  dec4ara- 
tion  (tf  war  agaioat  the  Indiaaa.  What  la  it  mew 
ibM  that  the  President  has  a  right  larapel  taea- 
sion,  and,  wbea  an  attack  is  omA  npon  our  lawae 
•T  forta,  be  has  a  night  to  reMst  iti 

Again,  if  this  is  not  war  wbhio  the  weaiwag 
of  the  Constitution,  then  tbe  BKaetilive  otteac 
has  at  all  times  a  right  to  d»  thooe  acu  wkM 
may  iavolve  a*  ia  war,  without  the  eoaseat  oC 
CoBgrasa ;  be  may  order  att  officer  to  attack  a 
neatral  town,  and,  aa  be  baa  no  right  to  gin  the 
order^  it  will  not  be  war;  Congress  only  having 
the  tight  to  declare  war. 

The  act,  then,  was  an  not  of  war  oa  our  pat^ 
not  jostiGed  as  it  respecta  the  officer,  ou  acceaat 
of  past  injuries,  and  not  neeeeaary  to  prevent  At- 
lure  injury.  The  danger  not  being  certain,  eoly 
imafcicaryi  the  loss  not  being  Irrepatab)^  aad 
the  iniisdiotion  aad  the  praito  being  tahso,  aa 
well  aa  the  fortress. 


ie6& 


msvoBY  or  co»oxaB6. 


lose 


FiUDABY,  1819. 


cal  cbar*cler  of  ihe  meD  ;  beeiuse,  if  Koil- 

tjr,  they  onghi  to  be  legally  puoisliei].  With 
TMpeci  10  ihe  guik  of  Arbuthooi,  I  would  only 
remark,  ihat  I  Sod  do  tesiirooDy  wbslever  ihai 
the  memorandumB  on  the  buk  of  a  Iviter  to  Mr. 
Bacol,  renpectiDg  mask«i9,  mmmuDitioD,  kDifes, 
■nd  tomahavks,  about  which  m  much  hat  been 
aaid,  was  in  the  handwriting  of  ArbothBOl;  uai 
it  wogld.  cartfttKly,  be  Tery  eilraordiBary  ibu 
aneh  a  writiae,  if  it  really  import  what  is  repr«- 
■enied,  ihoatd  be  on  the  back  of  a  letter  to  be 
■«n(  by  nail,  especially  when  it  could  doi  be 
wvcred,  aoiuisleiitly  wtib  (he  wtws  of  posi«f«, 
wbi«fa  aeemi  to  bkve  beea  propoaed.  The  pi»- 
wodiDga  of  the  euari,  ia  admiitiDg  and  rejectuf 
tf  idenee,  were  to  entirely  eoDtnry  to  ibe  prioei- 

ew  of  law,  (bat  th*y  have  been  ftMerally  repro- 
ted.  Bnt  the  genllenMQ  from  FeniMyiTaBW 
(Ur.  B.u.t>wiK)cDnieDded  that  at  conmon  law, 
IB  a  proseeiMioD  for  cootpitae^,  tha  eonfeision 
of  one  of  the  oonapiraiors  might  be  admiiied 
against  tbe  other;  and,  therelore,  tManay  from 
ihe  IndiaM  might  be  adnilled  before  the  eoarl 
martial.  It  is  true  that,  under  eef  taio  eiroum- 
•tances,  ibia  may  be  doee.  Bdi  when  were  the 
e(Hii«*ions  of  a  perton,  not  cbarged  as  a  conspi- 
taur,  ever  admitted  againsi  another,  lo  prove  the 
eoaspiracy?  When  eeriain  persons  combine  to 
execute  an  illegal  act,  having  proved  ibe  cooabi- 
nalioo,  (be  acta  of  one  nMiy  be  considered  as  ibc 


before  hear  that  the  coofeMioni  of  persoas  who 
were  not,  who  coald  not  be-charged  with  ■  crime, 
should  be  admitted  lu  pruve  that  another  ioitiga- 
ted  (ke  acti  Besides,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that 
a  coarc  martial  bai  cogoiaance  of  the  crime  of 
coatpiracy,  or  that  this  was  a  prosMUlion  of  that 
aort  And  (he  gentleman  fiom  Fenniylrania 
■dinKted  that  U  could  not,  (echaically,  be  so  coa- 
sideied.  He  also  admitted  (hat  ilw  eourt  martial 
was  ao(  jiHtifiable  in  refuiiog  to  allow  (he  evi- 
dence of  Ambriiter,  but  say*  it  ia  of  little  conte- 
Siience,  bccatue  be  could  not  have  been  credited, 
.arely  we  cannot  detetmioe.  withoot  a  hearing, 
whether  (bis  man  was  woiiby  of  credit  or  not ; 
and  when  it  appears,  fiooi  a  letter  of  toe  Seore- 
tary  of  Slate,  that,  although  these  tno  men 
might  have  been  embarked  in  (be  lame  causa. 
yet  (hey  were  personal  enemies,  we  have  as  good 
a  right  (o  suppose  the  tesdmooy  of  Ambriiter  in 
&vor  of  his  penonal  enemy  would  be  true,  as  to 
believe  that  of  Hamblv,  against  biuL  he  being 
the  personal  eaemy  of  ArbuihnoL  Perhaps,  how- 


ever, th«se  questibot  are  of  mieor  imporfanoe, 
for,  if  thjt  court  had  iurisdictiun  of  the  ofTenaei 
charged,  we  are  not  Dare  (a  review  their  judg- 
meut,  although  it  might  have  been  crtoneoui. 
But  what  jurisdicdon  had  this  court  1  Whence 
did  they  derive  iti  It  was,  say  (he  defenders  of 
the  proceedings,  an  offence  against  the  laws  of 
nalioDs.  not  paniabable,  however,  I7  Ihe  civil 


tribunalsof  our  aonntry.    Tbe  CooMimtionttys 
'hat  Congress  may  define  and  punish  p-—- — 

._j  r.i :hehigbseai        "    "* 

It  is,  ( 


ind  offences  aj 


and  felonies  <  ^ 

the  taws  of  rajient.  7t  is,  (Uea,  for  Congm 
give  couT(9  martial  ihia  power,  if  they  posaeu  u. 
If  this  has  been  done,  it  is  10  be  found  only  ta 
tbe  aitioles  of  war.  Look  over  (hat  code,  yon 
find  no  power  given  (o  coiu(s  mar(ial  to.  paniah 
any  offence  with  which  these  men  .were  obaiged, 
except,  only,  that  of  a  apy  ;  and  of  tbia  they  wen 
not  found  gnilty.  But,  says  the  gentleman  ft  ora 
Ohio,  (Ur.  Habbioon,)  to  be  sure  the  power  ia 
not  expressly  given  by  the  articles  of  war,biit  tha 
power  must  necessarily  reaide  in  iheee  c«Kla. 
Your  code,  saya  he,  is  a  very  short  one,  and  cm- 
not  be  supposed  to  embrace  or  provide  far  evaa* 
case.  It  is  tru*  this  code  i*  a  short  code,  bat  tt 
is  a  bloody  one,  f  [wrhaps  this  may  be  neeaaaary  H 
hntare  laws  of  this  dewriplion  to  be  eztoadeal^ 
impliealioD  1  Your  Supreme  Court  have  decided 
that  ibey  bav«  00  power  to  ponisb  offcneett  hot 
what  is  given  ibcm  bj  tho  lawa  of  tha  Baila^ 
Sutta.  tad  have'  do  cemmoa  law  joritdiotHnt 
and,  if  yrar  8«prMia  Coart  ban  not  tbe  poiww 
to  ez(eBd  tbeir  juriadiction,  aarely  yonr  DlUilatj 
oourta  cannot  posaaM  any  stieh  power. 

Beside*,  ia  it  lo  be  baueved  inat  the  Confiaaa 
of  tbe  United  States,  if  thay  anpposed  that  tbcM 
dwell  in  court)  martial  under  wtr  OovatiWMat  a 
power  to  punish  all  oSeaoea  wlueh  it  migfat  ba 

Goper  to  punish  by  military  antbority,  would 
Lve  exprrssiy  provided  for  tbe  punishment  af  a 
spy  ?  If,  in  any  case,  a  eourt  martial  had  the 
general  power  contewled  for,  it  mutt  have  tm> 
braced  (he  caae  of  apies,  for  tbey  are  the  moat 
obsoxioua  of  all  erimiaala ;  and  if  a  law  of  tka 
Uni(ed  Staiea  were  neceasary  toproridsler  tfaaii 
case,  how  mticb  mora  necasaary  is  it  in  ^  caac 
where  the  laws  and  usages^  war  are  much  mora 
doubtful  1  Aware  of  the  diffionlty  attending  thit 
assumption  of  power,  it  has  been  seriously  con- 
tended (bB(  (his  was  aot  a  oouit  marital;  and 
it  has  been  cailed  an  advisory  council.  That  the 
Qenerel  would  have  the  right  lo  advise  with  Ua 
officers,  in  ca^s  where  he  haa  the  hght  tpMt 
upon  lus  own  teeponaibility  without  advice,  mb- 
not  be  denied.  But,  in  such  oaae,  who  ever  hami 
that  these  officeis  were  awocn,  that  they  h*d  s 
judge  advocate,  (hat  (wo-(hitds  must  ooncmin 
the  sentence,  and  that  a  patty  ioupUentad  ia  their 
opinion  should  have  (he  right  (•  objaet  to  ar 
abailei^  the  cfiaers  thus  designated  7  And  yeL 
in  this  oaae,  these,  with  many  other  ifteideoia  M 
a  court  martial,  are  found.  Besides,  WB  have 
the  authori(y  of  the  Beereiary  of  State  to  prove 
this.  " He  gave  them,"  says  bt,  "the  benefit  of 
a  court  matiiaL'**  Nay.  more ;  we  have  it  from 
General  Jackson  himself,  who  apeaJia  of ''(lie 
pfoccedinga  of  the  court  marlial.*T 

A  court  martial,  then,  did  asstum  tbe  pow« 
10  try  and  condemn  to  death  men  over  whom 
they  hsd  no  jurisdiction.  These  men  were  not, 
therefore,  legaUy  tried  and  condemned. 
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Bat  wa  are  next  totd  that  the  eommandin;  offi- 
cer tttd  a  lighi  to  pni  ibero  lo  death  without  the 
JBteTrenilon  of  a  conn  matiial.  If  li«  has,  it 
■noti  ciihor  depend  apon  a  genera)  pover  JD  an 
officer  lo  pat  to  dettn  hi»  priaoaers,  or  upon 
the  right  of  retaliiiioa.  Ai  to  ihe  first,  it  will 
hatdljr  be  oonteoded,  that,  in  Ihe  piesent  state  of 
tociclT,  JD  modeni  warfare,  a  comoiiDdiDg  officer 
ha«  a  right  to  iiiU  or  eotlare  hii  prisooeri.  If  he 
has,  the  nqhi  mati  retide  in  a  lobotdiDate  offi- 
oer,  when  la  commaad,  a*  well  at  in  the  Oene- 
ral.  That  aueb  a  power  ma;,  aoder  certain 
eireUintluicea,  be  ueieiaed,  in  not  denied ;  bat  It 
.  M  onlf  in  eawB  of  ncceuiijr,  when  all  ordiaarr 
law*  most  field  to  that  of  Kelf'proieciion.  A 
Oeaerat  therefore  can  have  oo  more  right  to  kill 
than  to  enslave  hii  prisonera,  aaless  the  safelf  of 
hi*  armr  is  directly   coDcerned,   or    makes   it 


At  10  the  right  of  reialiaiion,  ihii,  it  ought  lo 
be  reedlected,  involTes  not  merelr  the  righi  of 
IjanUtiBg  the  gtiilir,  bat  al*o  of  detlrofiag  the 
iBBOcrot  for  the  gutlif :  not  oa))^  the  risbt  of  pm- 
tine  to  death  iba  men  captured  in  battle,  bat  th«t 
gf  killing  women  and  children  It  therefore  in- 
volvei  the  moat  impOTCaai  power*  of  soTereignty. 
It  aeeni*  therefore  contrary  lo  the  whole  spirit  of 
otir  laws  to  sDppoee  that  those  gniliv  of  crimes 
as  tpie*  shall  have  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  a  coarl. 
bat  that  the  enainanding  officer,  of  his  own  will 
and  pleasare,  nay  Tiaii  the  ains  of  one  man  npon 
another,  and  may  io  hia  discretion  punish  the 
ianoeeot  for  the  guilty. 

These  are  acts  of  policy,  fit  only  to  be  trusted 
in  the  supreme  power  of  the  country ;  and  it  has 
been  already  shown  by  gentlemen  who  haT*  pre- 
ceded me  ibatCongreciat  several  times  have  given 
this  power  to  the  commknder  and  to  the  Presi- 
deDL  But,  if  this  power  existed  in  ihem,  why 
did  Congress  del^ate  it  to  ibem,  or  legislate  npon 
the  inbjeci;  and  If  it  did  not,  how  did  Oenenl 
Jackson  aeqnire  ihia  powerl 

The  act  jessed  in  theUte  war  is  precisely  anal- 
ogona  to  the  present  case.  There  the  British  and 
Ike  Indians  were  parties  on  one  side ;  and  Con- 
gress eDacleil,  that,  for  violations  of  the  laws  and 
usages  of  war  among  civilized  nations,  by  those 
acting  under  British  auihontyj  or  those  in  alli- 
anee  with  the  British,  the  President  might  retal- 
iate upon  the  British  or  Indianaf*  That  law 
was  eoD&ned  to  the  then  existing  war ;  and  is  it 
not  abrard  to  suppose  that  Congress,  vben  dele- 
gatiog  this  power  to  the  President,  would  limii 
IS  to  the  then  existing  war,  if  they  thought  the 
commanding  officer  of  your  armies  at  all  timea 
possessed  ill  The  claim  here  ia,  that,  as  the 
Indians  had  committed  batbariiies,  contrary  is 
the  laws  of  waT,tboGe  who  were  in  alliance  with 
theiD  may  be  killed  in  cold  blood  by  the  Com- 
manier-in- chief,  aod  that  withoat  an  act  of  Con- 

eess  be  has  the  same  power  that  by  a  special 
w  was  delegated  to  the  PresidenL 
Bui  it  is  said,  when  the  commander  of  an  army 
is  at  a  distance,  be  may  find  it  necessary  to  ex- 

■  Laws  of  tha  United  Ststss,  *«L  4,  p.  MS. 


do  so,  the  Commander-in-chief  canno 
to  aci  as  if  it  existed.  Besides,  Oeneral  Jackson 
does  not  pretend  these  men  were  put  to  death 
npon  this  principle,  but  because  thev  had  violated 
the  laws  of  nations.  Thejr  were  ihererore  tried 
by  a  court  having  no  jurisdiction,  by  evidence 
unknown  to  our  law. 

The  court  therefore  could  have  no  authority 
to  order  their  exeeuiion,  tnocb  leas  had  the  Com- 
Biander-iD-ehief.  It  is  due  then  to  our  laws  and 
Constitution,  and  to  the  humaoily  which  we 
profess,   lo  declare  our  disapprobation  of  their 

The  former  reputation  of  the  commsading 
officer  ought  upon  this  subject  to  have  no  weight. 
No  attempt  is  made  to  deprive  him  of  what  he 
thus  etmed.  He  is  in  (he  enjoyment  oft  salary 
second  probably  only  to  one  in  the  Qoremment, 
and  has  received  the  ibanka  of  the  nation.  Bd^ 
unless  past  services  are  lo  raise  a  man  above  the 
laws  of  his  country,  they  oogbt  not  on  this  occa- 
sion to  be  introdnecd,  much  less  to  have  an  ioflu- 
etice  on  the  decision  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Dbsha,  of  Kentucky,  said,  in  rising  to  ad- 
dress the  Committee,  he  bad  bat  little  expectation 
that  anything  he  could  say  woald  be  calculated 
to  abed  any  new  light  on  the  queHion  under  con- 
sideration. His  object  in  addreasing  the  Com- 
mittee was  simply  to  give  the  reasons  that  infla- 
enced  him  in  the  vote  be  shonld  shortly  be  called 
on  10  give.  Heeootd  noi  say,  as  some  geatleraen 
bad  aaid,  ifaat  he  rejoiced  (bat  the  subject  had 
been  brought  before  the  House  for  discussion ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  could  say  that  be  regretted 
extremely  that  the  subject  had  been  ioirodoeed; 
and  why  did  he  regret  it?  Because  it  was  a 
subject  of  all  others  the  best  calculated  to  place 
the  Rouse  io  the  way  of  tempiaiion.  Mr.  D.  said 
he  believed  in  the  nature  of  things  that  aH  men 
were  born  with  a  certain  portion  of  despotism  in 
their  breasts,  which  frequently  required  the  great- 
est stretch  of  reasoning  faculties  lo  keep  that  des- 
potic feeling  within  proper  bounds.  Man  is  nat- 
urally fond  of  power,  and  is  very  apt  to  try  to 
increase  ii  when  opportunity  offers.  The  bett 
way  for  man  to  keep  from  error  is  (o  frequendy 
recur  to  a  sentence  in  the  good  old  prayer — lead 
me  not  into  temptation.  We  have  the'power  to 
legislate,  but  not  (he  power  to  pass  a  vote  of  een- 
Bure  on  an  officer  attached  to  another  department 
of  Oovernment.  Agreeably  to  the  Coostitnticn, 
Ihe  powers  of  Government  are  divided  into  three 
separate  and  distinct  departments.  No  'one  of 
those  departments  has  a  right  to  encroach  oa 
prerogatiresproperly  belonging  to  another  depart- 
ment. General  Jackson  ia  properly  attached  to 
the  Execative  Department.  Have  we  t  right  to 
pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  him  1  Mr.  D.  said  he 
bad  eiamined  the  Consiitution  altenlively,  and 
he  could  find  no  such  power,  and  be  did  think  il 
was  time  to  pause,  lest  we  should  he  treading  on 
hallowed  groaod.  When  men  are  called  on  to 
transact  business,  particularly  ofa  legal  character, 
they  ate  always  bound  to  show  the  aaihoriiy 
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under  wbteh  they  act.  GentlemeD  haye  been 
railed  OB  to  show  ibeir  authority,  but  have  not 
been  able  lodo  it,  audhe  defied  them  toplaee 
ibeir  Bnger  on  a  single  article,  seeiion,  clauae,  or 
•enience  of  the  Constitution,  that  jutlified  the 
eonrte  we  are  paraDiog.  Tbejr  cannot  eren  ihov 
a  aenlenee  that  justifies  it  by  implication.  Gen> 
tlemen  ought  to  take  care,  in  ibeii  zeal  to  prevept 
others  from  infracting  that  initnimeDl,  that  ihey 
do  not  orerleap  the  legitimate  bounds  themselret. 
He  did  verily  beliere  that  we  were  about  to 
tnntceod  the  powers  delegated  to  us  by  ibat  ia- 
aimmeot  we  bad  solemnly  sworn  to  suppori. 
What  would  be  ibe  cooiequence  that  would  in- 
evitably result  from  one  department  of  Qorem- 
meot  encrOBcbing  on  tbe  pterosativeB  properly 
belonging  to  aitetberl  PoIiiiBarehaoa,  tbe  pre- 
cursor of  anarchy.  Tbe  member  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
HABBiaoR)  says  we  ought  to  bare  the  power, 
that  we  cannoi  get  on  wdl  without  it ;  but  says 


id  therefore 
and  prac- 


ItM  applied  (o  Briiain  and 
tices  of  tbe  British  Parliament,  to  justify 
thia  aisnmpiion  of  power.  Montlrout  docmne  i 
What  I  import  from  Goslaod  the  arbitrary  prac- 
tices and  precedents  of  Parliament,  and  logtaft 
them  on  out  free  CoDHiiiution  7  by  which  to 
obtain  the  power  to  pa«t  a  rote  of  censure  on 
General  Jackson,  who  is  propetly  atiaehcd  to 
another  departmeot  of  Oorernment,  becaase  be 
directed  those  two  Boglishaien  to  be  executed 
for  instigating  Ibe  barbarous  Seminole  tribe  of 
IndiBDB  to  murder  out  citizens,  furnishing  ihem 
withimplemeotsandmunitionsofwar,Bndreading 
those  brigands  to  raassBcre.  We  want  neither 
Ifaeir  precedents  noi  priociples  imported  into  this 
country.  We  had  encb  a  stock  of  the  latter 
pending  tbe  late  war,  tbai  it  had  like  to  bareea- 
fulpbea  this  Gtorernmeoi  in  the  rortex  of  rnia, 
Er  Ueneral  Jackson's  conduct  bas  been  so  repre- 
hensible while  carrying  on  this  Seminole  war,  as 
some  gentlemen  represent  it  to  be;  if  he  has  ri- 
olated  both  law  and  Consiiiulion,  whv  not  pro- 
ceed in  the  Constitutional  and  usual  why,  by 
appoioiiog  a  committee  to  iavestigale  it,  and 
report  tbe  facts,  as  in  the  case  oF  Oenerali  St. 
Clair  and  Wilkinson  ?  Which  facts,  when  re- 
ported, lay  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  permit  him  to  exercise  bis  Constiio- 
tional  prerogative.  We  hare  no  power  to  puoisb, 
ud  destroying  reputation  is  the  greatest  punish- 
ment. If  the  Ptesideoi should  fail  lodo  bis  duty, 
or  sboold  wink  at  riolations  of  the  Is  wand  Goo- 
atitution  on  the  part  of  Oeoeral  Jackson,  you  hare 
yooi  Constitutional  remedy  by  impeaehmenl. 
The  President  has  tbe  power  to  call  a  court  mar- 
tial for  his  trial.  He  bis  also  the  power  to  strike 
him  from  the  list  of  officers.  Qentlemen  nisht 
turn  aod  twist  this  subject  as  they  pleased,  but 
whatever  censure  iheyatiach  to  Qeneral  Jackson, 
nuai  ultimately  rest  on  ihe  shoulders  of  the  Pre- 
sident i  they  were  virtnally  wbippisg  ihe  Presi- 
dent over  the  ahonlders  of  the  Qeneral.  Gentle- 
nan  will  not  attempt  an  impeachment,  and  why  1 
It  is  not  because  they  have  too  much  lore  for  tbe 
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President,  but  because  they  know  they  could  not 
succeed}  they  are  fearful  that  they  might  come 
out  like  a  genllemai)  from  Boston  did,  when  be 
introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
seniaiires  to  impeach  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  then  Pre- 
sident. After  discussing  the  subject  a  conside- 
rable lime,  be  made  out  to  get  bis  own  vote,  not- 
withstanding  it  was  a  time  when  parly  not  only 
ran  high,  but  was  well  marshalled  j  bis  political 
friends  were  obliged  to  abandon  bim,  Mr.  D. 
said  be  did  not  stand  here  as  ao  apologist  of  anv 
man,  but  as  tbe  advocate  of  justice;  in  which 
capacity  be  trusted  be  should  always  appear, 
while  be  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  Ibis  House, 


law  or  Conitituiion,  hut  had  done  their  duty  ii 
this  Seminole  war,  and  deserved  well  of  their 
country.  He  returned  Ibem  bis  sincere  thanks 
for  patting  down  this  croel  war  iti  so  speedy  and 
exemplary  a  manner,  carried  on  by  tbe  red  and 
black  savages,  and  instigated  by  more  than  while 

Gentlemen  say  they  are  not  inimical  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson;  thai  tbey  appreciate  bis  services 
and  merits ;  but,  at  tbe  same  time,  they  are  advo- 
cates for  passing  this  rote  of  censure  on  him, 
wbieb  is  calculated  to  larnisb  his  reputation,  to 
prosirate  bis  cbataeier  in  ibe  eye  of  posierit)^. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  could  not  undeistand  this  bnsi- 
nessj  it  looked  to  bim  like  holding  oat  tbe  ri^bt 
band  of  fellowship,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with 
Ibe  lefl,  thrusting  a  dagger  under  tbe  fiflh  rib. 
Character  is  everything  to  ao  honorable,  high- 
minded  man.  The  General  would  rather  yoti 
would  send  ao  executioner  lo  stab  him  to  ibe 
heart,  Ihan  to  stab  his  reputation.  Tbe  Censors 
of  Rome  had  tbe  power  of  degrading  a  man  by 
removing  bim  fiom  the  class  be  properly  be- 
longed to.  and  placing  bim  in  a  lower  class. 
Was  not  this  considered  the  greatest  degrada-. 
lion  1  What  could  have  been  more  moriifying? 
Will  not  tbe  British  be  gratified  at  the  prostra- 
tion of  tbe  hero  who  defeated  their  purposeSjBnd 
laid  their  myrmidons  low  at  New  Orleans  J  Will 
not  they  and  their  friends  rejoice  that  ibe  man 
who  thwarted  these  machinations,  and  has  been 
such  a  terror  lo  them,  should  be  paid  for  bis  ser- 
vices (and  he  has  rendered  more  service  to  ibis 
Qavernmenl  than  any  man  since  tbe  days  of 
Washington)  with  ingratitude?  Will  they  not 
raise  their  crest-fallen  beads,  and  conclude  thai 
aOovernment  that  can  treat  its  heroic  sons  so 
uuratefully  cannot  be  lasting? 

Mr.  D,  said,  he  had  fell  some  snrprise  thai  a 
geoileman  from  the  Slate  of  Geomia  (Mr.  Cobb) 
should  be  the  foremost  advocate  for  ibis  vole  of 
censure,  from  a  Stale  for  whose  benefit  particu- 
larly tbe  war  had  been  carried  on.  While  tbe 
genileman  was  Lolling  at  his  ease  on  his  con cb,*' 
or  resting  contentedly  on  his  pillow,  this  perse- 
cuted man  was  exerting  himself  in  the  wilder- 
ness or  swamp*  in  Florida,  warding  oGT  the  tom- 
ahawk of  the  ruthless  savage  from  the  heads  of 
tbe  inhabitants  of  Georgia.  In  relaiion  to  tbe 
dispute  tbal  has  taken  ^ace  between  Qovernoc 
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hu  beep  lo^fBd  JDio  tbis  debate,  he  premned 
the  gemlemao  would  thiok  wiih  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  we  ODght  lo  permit  them  to  settle  their 
qnairels  id  their  own  way.  Tbii,  be  was  eare, 
aoold  not  operate  od  the  gentleman's  minii.  Bot, 
if  he  wai  surprifed  at  the  courte  pareued  bj  the 
^Btleman  from  Qeorgia,  he  waa  more  aston- 
iilied  Ihai  a  tiogle  member  frnm  the  West  could 
•Bier  the  lists  as  aa  adrocate  for  this  rote  of  ceo- 
■are  agatost  the  mao  to  whom  the  Wett  are  am- 
ia  such  incalculable  obligaiioua,  Tor  hit  ability 
n>d  eienioDa  in  prcTenting  the  emporium  of  the 
whole  Western  oonniiy  from  falling  into  the 
iMUids  of  that  tyrannical  Power,  Qreai  Britain. 
What  man  was  m  well  oalcuialed  to  unite  the 
disoordanl  material*  collected  for  the  defence  of 
Haw  OtleaoB,  composed  of  Eeninckr  rolanteen, 
TenneMee  rolunieen,  Louisiana  and  Miraissippi 
nililia,  Frenchmen,  Spaniards,  and  eren  Barra- 
tatiaa  pirates?  This  man,  whose  character  is 
kbooi  to  be  laraiabed,  bad  the  address  to  OBJie 
ihoee  materials,  and  make  a  successful  de&ace, 
plared  havoc  amOD^  Welllngtoo's  innBcibtes, 
Md  laid  tome  of  ibeir  ablest  generals  low— pre- 
vcniad  their  infamous  watchword  (Booty  and 
Bvattji)  fran  being  carried  into  operation — by 
which  he  UTcd  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  em- 
poritHn  of  the  West,  from  being  pillsged  by  (heae 
(reebooiers,  and  the  female  character  IVom  riola- 
lion.    Tet,  this  man,  who  has  rendered  snch  im- 

Ciriant  servicet  lo  his  QoTernraent,  and  parliea- 
rly  the  Western  country,  and  who,  I  Teniure 
l«  pronounce,  is  ibe  greatest  military  character 
this  coantry  baa  produced  since  the  days  of 
Washington,  is  to  fall  a  Tietim  to  cruel  piejo- 
Ace;  his  cbaraeter  to  be  tarnished,  his  rq>ula' 
tion  deKroyed,  by  ibis  rote  of  ceDsnre.    And  for 


what?  Upon  mere  imaginary  groands,  produced 

I         i.._j  _<■  '  sijjiomnesa.  Of  technical  nicety; 

n  from  tbe  West  favorable  lo  (bis 


vote  of  et 

Mr.  D.  said,  we  are  told,  that  both  law  and 
Coaaiitalion  hare  been  rlolated  in  this  Semiirole 
war— in  baring  war  without  ita  being  declared 
by  a  solemn  rote  of  Congress;  in  entering  vea- 
(nl  territory  wiibout  permission  of  Congreaa; 
bi  taking  posseanon  of  neniral  potts,  and  in  the 
aiceution  of  Arbuibnot  and  Ambrlster.  In  rela- 
tioD  to  war  having  been  carried  on  rrlihoni  a 
formal  declaration  fay  Gongreu,  h«  contended 
that  the  Seminole  war  was  a  mere  eonliDitalion 
of  the  war  declared  in  1SI9;  and  he  trusted  he 
ahould  be  able  to  make  it  appear.  In  181S  we 
^Glared  war  against  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
^denciea;  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  by  the 
iBstigmtion  of  Qreat  Britain,  through  her  emiua* 
nes,  joined  her,  and  became  a  party  in  tbe  war. 
Ocneral  JackaoD.from  the  purest  patiioiism,  at 
"the  head  of  the  Tennessee  rolanleers,  took  tbe 
field  against  the  Creek  Indiana ;  after  enconoter- 
>pg  and  BurmouDiiog  almost  incalculable  difficul- 
tits,  and  baring  a  number  of  sanguinary  con- 
wets  with  them,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
(hair  best  warnori  were  destroy ed,  he  succeeded 
IB  breaking  ih«  force  of  the  nation.    The  Indlatia 


Med  for  peace ;  Oeeeral  JaeksoB  fortAed  a  (naty 
with  them,  aa  he  was  authorized  to  do,  whin 
waa  aigned  by  a  majority  of  Ihe  BatioQ  throogk 
their  principal  chiefs;  but  the  Semfnote  tribe,  ■ 
part  of  whom  lived  within  (he  limits  of  Ae  Uni- 
led  Slates,  and  some  others  of  the  naiian.  tcfmed 
to  accede  lo  tbe  tenns  held  out,  and  broke  off 
from  the  nation,  went  over  into  Ploridft  wHh  • 
determination  to  proaecuia  the  war  as  aoos  v 
they  eonld  be  aapptied  with  ilt«  means  of  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  by  the  ^panianls  at  Bl  Haria 
and  Fentacola,  or  tb«  eminariea  taaong  (ben, 
Woodbine  and  Nicfaolta,  or  their  auccenon,  Af 
bathnot  and  Ambriam ;  ud  also  obtain  provit- 
ioni  to  sustain  their  tqoawa  wbile  lb«y  were 
making  their  boatile  incaraJona  into  lhis«oiiBtry. 
They  eontianed  ih«r  hosiiUtfe*  whenever  oppM- 
tnaity  offered. 

By  the  Otb  article  of  the  Tmty  of  Qkeat,  tM 
QovernmCBt  oUigaUs  itaelf  to  pat  n  slop  to  hostili- 
ties with  all  the  ladiaa  tiibei  witb  whom  w« 
were  at  war  at  the  time  of  raiifiuthHi,  wltb  Ibi 
proriso  that  such  tribes  iball  agree  to  (Mtwt  from 
all  hostltitieB  against  (be  Cnited  Stales  and  tbeit 
cittieoB,  upon  the  ratification  of  tbe  trenty  betBg 
Doiifled  to  inch  tribes,  and  (bey  shall  deaiM  ac- 
cordingly. Did  the  Seminole  tribe  desiMi  N«; 
they  did  not.  Then  was  he  not  eorreei  in  sayini 
tbtt  this  Seminole  wnr  i«  a  mere  ceniintislioD  of 
Ibe  war  wedeelared  in  ISlSf  Yoa  |M*aed  a  law 
last  sesai^  of  Congress,  makfav  proviaion  fH 
carrying  on  (he  Seminole  War,  wliieh  wm  ■  iteH 
BcknowIedgmeDt  thai  war  did  exiat,  nnd  bad 
been  cOMlilutionnlly  declared;  and  alae  gave 
tacit  permission  to  the  Ptesideni  to  aend  tbe 
army  into  Florida,  as  tbe  Seminolei  reaided  tbere, 
and  we  cootd  not  calculate  on  their  coming  her* 
to  meet  our  army.  Mr.  D.  Mid  he  thonght  he 
had  esDreyed  oar  army  safe,  and  landed  then 
ea  oeoiral  (erritery,  without  violating  eitber  law 
or  CoDaiitutiOD.  But,  lest  gentlemen  abonM  net 
like  lo  fdtow  the  route  be  bad  mnrked  «et,  bi 
would  show  then  another  way,  wiihent  rnaning 
foul  of  ConatiiniioB  or  law.  By  the  aeeand  tee- 
lion  of  the  second  article  of  tbe  CenstiiaiioO)  ibl 
President  of  the  United  Stales  it  Commaader-in- 
Cbirfof  the  Army  of  the  United  Slate^  eonie- 
quently  is  eniiiled  lo  all  (he  prertwetirw  and 
privileges  Deeessarily  attached  to  to  high  a  eon- 
mand.  You  have  had  a  law  in  operation,  be 
believed,  erer  since  1795,  naihoriKiog  tbe  Presi- 
dent, in  case  of  iarasion,  or  imminent  daqjcr  if 
iaratioB,  to  call  out  the  forces  of  ihe  country  le 
repel  inraaion.  The  question  h,  was  there  il 
inrasionl  No  gentleman  will  deny  bni  what 
our  territory  was  invaded,  and  our  oitizcU  mn- 
dered ;  there,  then,  was  not  only  &b  invasion,  bat 
war  waa  aelutlly  declared  against  this  Oereri- 
ment  by  tbe  Seminoles ;  for  we  have  it  in  preof 
among  the  documents  on  your  table,  thai  (ha  la- 
diana  met  at  Mickasuky,  and  in  general  couaeH 
solemnly  resolved  on  war  against  (be  UniMd 
States.  It  is  a  prominent  part  of  the  duly  of  the 
President  of  tbe  United  Btain  lo  see  thai  tbe 
laws  are  ezecnied ;  eoateqnently,  he  ordered  out 
the  forcee  of  the  eonntry,  and  p«t  tbem  ander  ilM 
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toamnHBd  at  a  nibonlii»te«fieer,  (QhiBWrtl  Jatk- 
Bon,)  wjlh  orders  of  a  dtscmiomrT  eharftcter,  to 
aOQduei  lailKrs  to  eacb  ■  matmer  ii  would  b« 
the  b«M  ^katawd  to  bring  the  Wkt  to  ■  Spetij 
and  •uocesriial  muioaiioit,  and  *ith  siemplary 
ntngeaMe.  Weald  joa  bare  bad  tbe  Qeoeral  to 
have  iMNfetfd  10  the  Florida  line,  wiib  Ibe  Ood- 
■tjiaiioii  Id  one  baad  and  the  aword  in  the  other, 
lo<A«d  over  the  line,  loraed  about,  and  mtrchM 
taflk?  WmM  not  these  leif  gentlemen  who 
mr«  so  anxioai  to  paai  ifaUvoteof  eeDiareaKainat 
th«  Onvrat  hare  beea  loader  in  Ibetr  cTamtir 
mcaiait  falm  if  the  tine  bad«beelied  hn  ptoireM? 
The;  would,  and  he  confeated  that  he  Bhould 
have  joined  iben ;  there  woald,  then,  ban  been 
aiMBe  groVndB  for  eeotore;  bat  there  wat  no 
tfannr  to  be  apprehended  ibat  a  Bominal  liDs 
WBVW  eheek  the  Brogreas  of  the  armri  *>ib  Oen- 
•fal  JackioD  at  their  head,  partienlariy  when  he 
we  in  peiwteB  of  diaerwioaary  powew.  Jeok- 
■on  iwt  *mt  Tor  AM  j  be  ii  generally  in  eameit, 
and  the  enemy  feeh  it.  Bat  adtailtiog,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  it  wiB  wroH  lo  panm  the  iDvadera 
«v«r  the  lloe,  he  wotHd  refer  back  to  ibe  law 
yaeeed  hut  aessioa,  making  nrorision  for  carrying 
OQ  the  Seniariie  war,  in  which  yon  tacitly  gare 
the  power  of  aendlng  the  army  Into  Deainl  lerri- 
utrf,  at  the  Seaatnolee  lite  in  lilorida.  Mr.  D. 
•aid  he  had  nuited  out  two  ways  that  the  array 
oaald  ocenpy  netiiral  territory,  wit  hoe  i  rlolaliog 
either  law  or  CoDtiitmion ;  that  they  were  both 
pUia  and  open  to  htm  j  tmc  if  gentlemen  liked 
aeither,  they  might  take  their  own  tonte.  He 
had  landed  the  army  safely  in  Florida,  out  of 
year  tenitorv,  and  on  foreign  territory ;  that  he 
ahoald  now  lay  down  botfa  tbe  lawi  and  Contti- 
tatioa,  except  so  (kr  at  related  to  the  organiza'- 
tioa,  reMtairoo,  and  laaaagement  of  the  army, 
md  pick  np  the  naa^  of  civilized  warfare,  aa 
laid  down  by  the  writers  on  national  law,  and 
apply  it  10 IH  eaaat  of  laklog  potaessioa  of  ibe 
■autral  posti,  Bl  Marks  and  PeBsaeola,  as  well 
«■  the  encatian  of  Arbothnot  and  Ambrister, 
an  the  princi^es  of  reuliation— eon  tending  that 
when  yoa  are  in  foreign  territory,  with  your 
aiBaiea,  yoa  mnat  rely,  in  relation  to  the  last  men- 
tioned poiaUj-antinly  en  the  osagea  of  elrilJEed 
warfare.  The  writers  «■  pnblio  law  aekoow- 
Udge  the  right  not  only  of  entering  neniral  ter- 
ritory in  case  of  necessity,  but  the  oecDpyfog 
aentral  poaia  in  tbe  case  of  extreme  necessity. 
Then,  did  extreme  necessity  exist,  by  wblcb  to 
intify  OeDarai  Jackson  in  taking  St.  Marks  and 
Peniaeola  7  He  Ihoaght  it  did.  He  had  not  tbe 
tegennity  of  some  gentlemen  to  discriminate  be- 
tween these  two  posts;  conaeqaentl)]  was  com- 
pelled, for  wuit  Of  those  dieeri  mi  Dating  powers, 
to  place  them  preeisely  on  tbe  same  looting. 
The  danger  of  a  nealral  pott  falling  into  the 
hands  of  an  enemy,  agreeably  to  national  law, 
amoQDts  to  extreme  necessity.  In  relation  to  Si. 
Harks  liicJa  need  be  said,  aa  yoa  have  it  in  proof, 
OS  specified  In  tbe  docnmenti^  thai  the  command- , 
aat  acknowledged,  in  bis  cotrespondenee  with 
Chnerat  Jackson,  that  it  was  more  iban  probable 
that  the  enemy  woold  attefflpl  taking  the  plaee, ' 


and  that  be  was  not  in  a  aitaation  to  defbad  it 
Bat  ibis  point  baa  been  ingeniously  handled  by 
the  gentleman  from  PsnnayivaBia,  (Mr.  Horaa- 
aoM  J  whieh  precludes  the  neeesuty  of  ray  say- 
ing any  more  on  it.  If  the  gentleman  had  spent, 
with  bis  osntl  ingenaity,  the  twenty  miaatsa  fa 
justifrlBg  Qeneral  Jackson  for  mking  PeitMteola, 
that  he  deroted  in  speaking  of  Bpanlah  affiiin 
and  tbe  Spanish  Qorcrnmeat,  a  eonaiderable  part 
of  Which  waa  by  way  of  enlogy,  (which  be  eonld 
discover  from  tbe  eoantenanee  of  tbe  Spanisb 
Miaiiter,  who  tat  near  his  elbow,  that  it  wat  ex- 
tremety  pleasiac  to  him,)  he  eonld  bare  made 
oat  the  ease  of  Peoaaeola  as  clearly  ivsiiSable  at 
SioHaifa;  bniwheo  the  gentleman  bore  io  light 
of  Peniaeola,  be  made  a  fall  stop.  In  rdation  to 
Peosacola,  there  was  as  great  a  probabllUy  of  the 
enemy  taktag  it  a«  there  wat  of  Bt.  Marks;  the 
enemy  bad  It  In  their  power  at  any  tiaie  tj 
stratagem,  if  aot  by  open  foree.  The  place  wai 
not  strong,  and  the  Spaniards  bad  qmie  an  ia- 
eoDiiderafale  force  for  its  defence.  We  have  ia 
proof  that  there  were  generally  (Iron  fifty  to  one 
nandred  and  fl^y  Indians  in  the  place,  b  it  mt, 
then,  presumable  that  an  attemot  to  m  Msaat- 
sion  of  it  wonid  hare  bean  n 


with  the  one  contemplated  to  be  made  on  Bt. 
MarksT  The  enemy  was  artful,  and  ge«d  at 
stratagem;  and  of  what  eonte^neace  woold  St, 
Marks  have  been  to  the  army,  withoat  the  posses 
sion  alto  of  Pensaeola,  as  a  few  gnns  lent  roaad 
from  the  latter  would  soon  hare  dislodged  tbeia 
from  tbe  former.  Agreeably  to  tbe  writers  on 
pubtie  law,  the  neetral  was  boQod  to  treat  as  tn 
the  same  OMnntT  he  did  onr  enemy.  Was  this 
doaef  Certainly  not.  When  oor  troops  were 
at  a  eonsideraMe  distance  from  the  place,  the 
Qorernor  tent  word  for  them  to  retire,  or  he 
wonld  make  nse  of  foree.  Tbe  treatment  of  onr 
enemy  by  the  Spaniard  was  of  a  rery  different 
character;  ibey  were  furnished  with  means  of 
earryiog  on  hostilities  against  aa — powder,  lead, 
Ae. ;  and  also  prerisiona  to  austain  them  while 
they  were  engaged  in  war  agaiaat  aa.  The  Gh>r- 
ernoT  pennttted  them  to  hold  war  eonnoib  In  hla 
heoae;  and  a  short  time  before  onr  troopi  ap- 
peared in  sight,  he  had  tbe  Indiana  ferried  acrew 
the  bay  of  Pensaeola.  This  kind  of  condaet  wat 
OBlcalated  to  convince  the  General  that  thoee 
posts  were  riitually  lent  to  tbe  enemy  to  aid  and 
asritt  them  in  carrying  on  their  hellish  purpoaea 
of  mamaere.  Independent  of  tbia  the  Ocneitl 
bad  received  positive  orders  from  tbe  War  De- 
partment to  bring  the  wet  to  a  speedy  aad  sue- 
eessfnl  terminaiioa.  He  knew,  by  leering  ihoae 
posts  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  that  tbe  arar 
would  not  hare  been  half  fioiabed,  and  that,  oa 
his  returaiag  with  the  army,  the  astial  masMcrea 
would  bare  been  commenced;  bat,  independent 
of  all  other  circumstances,  the  occiniancy  of  Bt. 
Marks  and  Pensaeola  was  essentially  neeessary 
under  the  immntable  law  of  nature,  self-defence, 
which  is  paramonnt  to  all  other  law. 

Mr.  D.  said,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  Ar- 
bathnot  and  Ambriater,  he  would  »A  who  those 
men  were  that  bad  excited  so  moeh  sympathy  in 
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Uie  tacuu  of  (enllSDHii  1  A  coopte  of  Bnglith* 
mcD,  who  had  either  been  Mot  over  bf  the  Btitiib, 
or  had  eome  over  ihemMlve*  to  light  op  the  torch 
of  war  and  denroeiion.  To  lay  ihat  iher  had 
been  aent  orer  by  the  Brilith  aa  emistariet,  vovld, 
perhapt,  be  apeaktog  too  pcaiti*e,  bat  nalljr  he 
ibooglit  it  had  a  ■lroDf>  tquiDliog  that  way.  If 
gentlemeD  would  permit  Ibemaelres  to  rctrospeci, 
to  look  forlf-fiTe  yearg  back  from  the  commeoce- 
tnent,  of  the  Rerolationary  war,  and  reflect  on 
the  course  of  coodoct  pursued  by  the  British, 
kaepiDg  emiuarics  among  the  lodians  for  the  pnr- 
pow  of  ioatigaliog  them  to  maider  onr  eitizeoK, 
la  order  to  preTent  the  esteniicn)  of  our  leitle- 
menu  eren  in  times  of  peaoe  with  that  GoTarn- 
meotjWheD  Ireaiiea  of  amity  exintcd  between  the 
two  OoTernment*,  woald  he  be  wrong  in  uying, 
that  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  during  this  period 
had  been  massacred  1  Premiums  hare  JDeen  held 
otU  for  scbIto,  Beginning  with  the  incendiaties 
Brandt  and  Butler,  and  noticing  the  number  that 
hare  been  employed,  till  you  come  down  to  the 
two  whomjastwe  naa  oTcriaken,  have  I  not  strong 
giouoda  for  saying  that  it  looks  like  those  two, 
anccessors  to  the  famous  Nicholli  and  Woodbine, 
were  sent  over  as  emissaries?  Id  addition  to  this, 
you  wilt  find  a  letter  amoug  the  documeots  from 
this  Arbuthnot  to  ibe  British  Minister  residing 
in  this  place,  which,  after  giving  an  account^'' 
the  progress  of  things,  dte.,  demands,  in  a  mem 
nndum,  (after  slating  the  force  of  the  hostile  Ii 
diaiu  to  De  tbree  thousand  five  bnndred,)  oi 
thonsBud  muskets,  a  ereaier  number  of  smaller 
pieces,  two  thousand  nints.  fifiy  casks  of  powdr- 
two  thonrand  knives,  with  blades  from  nine 
lea  inehes  lonr,  one  thousand  tomahawks,  two 
Ihotuand  pounds  of  lead, besides  musket  balls,  Ver- 
million, dtc  WedoDoi  know  whether  these  arli- 
eles  were  furnished  or  not,  but  we  know  that 
this  Qoveinment  was  not  iiotiQed  of  what  was 

Eiing  on.  All  tbis  taken  ia  connexion  has,  Hy- 
g  the  best  of  it,  an  unfavorable  appearance;  but 
if  they  came  even  of  their  own  accord  to  intli- 
^te  tbe  savages  to  massacre  our  inhabitaots,  they 
richly  deserved  the  punishment  they  melwith.  It 
is  positirely  proven  that  they  instigated  the  Semi 
Boles  and  runaway  negnws  to  war,  that  they  fui 
nished  them  the  means  of  carrying  an  tbe  war, 
that  Arbuthnot  was  tbe  acknowledged  agent  of 
the  8emioolea,and  that  Ambricier  led  on  these 
brigands  to  war  and  murder.  Mr.  D.  considered 
them  as  the  betul  of  banditti,  and  deserving  death. 
Thtoy  associated  with  the  '(Demy,  consequently, 
■greeably  to  the  law  of  nations,  were  liable  to 
be  punished  as  tbe  enemy.  He  considered  that 
eoort  martial,  special  court,  or  court  of  inquiry, 
or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  merely  as  a  coun- 
eilibrtbeGommandiagQeneral:  agreeably  to  the 
law  of  nsiioDS,  as  laid  down  by  Vaitel,  when 
your  armies  are  out  of  your  territory,  the  rigbt 
of  retaliation  is  in  the  General  of  your  army,  and 
he  wished  it  to  remain  there:  he  never  wished 
(o  see  it  come  into  the  Cabinet.  A  Oeneral  has 
tbe  rigbt  to  call  a  council  on  any  occasion,  and 
will  take  the  advjce  of  tbe  council  when  it 
eoinaidea  with  his  own   opinion.    He   has  the 


responsibility,  and  ought  to  hwre  the  libertf  of 
acting  in  the  manner  that  in  his  opinion  is  cob- 
dncive  to  tbe  welfare  of  the  serviee.  He  eoaU 
not  diserimiiiate  between  tbe  ^ uilt  of  Arbathnot 
and  Ambrister ;  the  former  was  the  agent  of  tlu 
Seminoles,  and  the  Latter  led  on  their  brigands^ 
composed  of  negroes  and  Indians,  to  war.    Tboy 


and  aided  in  furnishing  them  with  the  m««ns  ot 
carrying  on  the  war.  The*  both  snffered  death, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  both  deserved  deatL  The 
Oeneral  is  completely  justified  by  the  law  of  nti- 
tions  for  ordering  their  execution ;  and  he  had  bo 
doubt  but  that  he  would  be  justified  by  the  conn> 
try.  Vattel  says,  as  a  Oeneral  has  the  right  ot 
sacrificing  the  lives  of  his  enemies  to  his  own 
safety,  or  that  of  his  people,  if  he  has  to  contend 
with  an  inhuman  enemy,  often  guilty  of  such  ex* 
cesses,  he  may  take  tbe  lives  of  some  of  bia  pria- 
oners,  and  treat  tbem  as  his  own  people  bare 
been  treated.  Mr.  D.  said  he  justified  the  a«n«- 
ral  in  directing  the  execution  of  these  Engliah- 
men,  and  he  sinoerely  wished  that  all  who  are 
<ed  in  similar  practices  might  meet  with  a 
rate.  Independent  of  this.  Ibe  right  of  a  0«a- 
eral  to  retaliate  is  sanctioned  oy  the  usage  of  (hia 
Oovetnment.  If  gentlemen  will  turn  their  a^ 
tenlion  lo  the  Joamals,  they  will  find,  in  the  time 
of  tbe  RevoIutJDB,  that  Congress  passed  a  resola- 
tion,  giving  the  power  of  retaliation  to  not  only 
the  commander-in-chief  of  your  army,  but  lo 
tbe  commanders  of  separate  armies,  and  pledged 
themselves  to  support  tbe  generals  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  principle. 

He  said,  no  had  gone  through  tbe  four  polnia 
that  he  had  proposed  treating  on,  at  least  la  his 
own  satisfaction,  and  be  justified  General  Jackson 
for  bis  conduct  throngbout  the  Seminole  war, 
and  thanked  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
for  supporting  him. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  should  now  notice  a  few  re- 
marks that  bad  fallen  from  gentlemen.  The 
honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  said  that  human- 
ily  shuddered  at  the  thought  of  the  execution  of 
tbe  two  Indian  chiefs.  If  that  gentleman  bod 
witnessed  the  scenes  that  I  hava  witnessed,  1 
think  his  sympathies  would  be  turned  into  a  dif- 
ferent cbanneL  Whole  families  lying  mnrdcred 
by  the  relentless  savages;  father,  mother,  and 
innocent  children,  lying  mangled  and  scalped. 
Such  sights  were  BuScient  lo  make  tbe  heart 
bleed,  and  calculated  to  make  impressions  that 
could  not  easily  be  obliterated.  Bnt,  tbe  gentle- 
man tells  you,  that  retaliation  has  no  efiecL 
How  does  the  gentleman  know  it  7  He  tells  won 
that  it  has  never  been  resorted  to  since  the  nw 
settlement  of  Ameiies.  Then,  from  the  gentle- 
man's own  Btatement,  as  no  experiments  bare 
been  made,  it  must  be  simply  a  guess;  and,  as 
guesting  is  fashionable  in  some  places,  I  gness 
that  tbe  gentleman  has  guessed  wrong.  Mr.  D. 
said  that  an  Indian  was  of  such,  a  nature  that  he 
must  be  operated  on  by  fear.  If  you  wish  him 
to  be  peaceable,  yon  must  make  hira  fear  yon. 
That  he  had  no  doubt  if  the  principle  of  retalia- 
tion were  sometimes  resorted  to,  that  if  it  did  not 
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bring  them  to  ■  teoK  of  bDroaniiy,  it  would  tx 
least  coDviace  them  of  Che  neceuilr  of  iccing 
less  bub&rotulrt  for  their  own  safelf.  The  sen- 
llenuD,  no  doabt,  bad  heard  of  >ach  crueTiiM 
being  committed  bf  tboae  mvagei  as  he  had  men- 
tioaed;  bnt  be  stipposed  it  wai  while  he  wu  por- 
ing orer  hia  books,  in  bis  closet,  prepariag  to 
nuke  a  figure  in  foreoeic  eloquence,  in  whicH  he 
kas  oflteD  distingoished  himself— conseqaently, 
left  no  lasting  impressioDS.  The  sentlemBn  de- 
niea  the  right  of  retaliation  on  the  aborigiDea,  and, 
in  support  of  this  poiition,  be  says  the  principle 
of  relaliation  has  ncTet  been  applied  to  the  In- 
diani.  Then,  agreeably  to  this  doctrine,  because 
the  Qorernment  has  been  lenient,  and  has  failed 
to  exercise  the  principles  of  retaliation  o 
aborisines,  it  has  lost  (be  right.  Mr.  D. 
tended  that  we  had  the  right  of  retaliation;  tbat 
ihe  writers  on  pabiic  law  supported  this  position. 
Tattel,  a  popular  writer  on  naiionat  law,  says: 
"When  at  war  with  a  ferociooa  nation,  which 
'  obeerTes  no  rnles^  and  grant*  no  quarters,  they 

*  may  b«  chastised  in  the  persona  of  those  of  ibem 

*  who  may  be  taken ;  they  are  of  the  number  of 
'  the  guilty — and  by  this  rigor  the  aliempt  may 
'  be  made  of  briaging  them  to  a  sense  of  tbe  laws 

*  of  hamaoicy."  This  writer  not  only  ffires  tbe 
right  of  retaliation  on  tbe  aborigines,  Eat  com- 
pletely eoren  tbe  ease  of  the  execution  of  the 
two  Indian  chiefs,  that  the  gentleman  says  makes 
hamaoity  shaddet  to  think  of,  when  at  war  with 
«  ffliocions  nation,  which  obacrrcs  no  rnles  aiu] 
grants  no  quarters.  It  appears  tbat  the  writer 
mast  bare  bad  bis  eye  upon  tbe  Seminole  tribe; 
foi,  of  all  the  ferocious  tribes  ia  North  America, 
(and  they  are  all  of  that  character,)  the  Bani- 
notes  stand  foremost  in  ferocity  and  croelty. 
They  may  be  chastised  in  the  persons  of  those  of 
them  Trha  may  be  taken ;  they  are  of  the  number 
of  the  guilty. 

Those  two  chiefs  were  not  only  of  the  guilty, 
bnt  were  tbe  rery  gniliy;  they  headed  the  party 
that  inhumanly  murdered  Lieutenant  Scott  ana 
hi*  party,  amoaating  to  neatly  forty  persons,  men, 
women,  and  children.  Those  two  chiefs  who 
eanse  so  muefa  sympathy,  were  the  rery  ones 
that  took  the  four  mfaois  by  the  heels  and  dashed 
out  their  brains  against  the  side  of  the  boat.  The 
gentleman,  in  order  to  make  hi*  remarks  more 

Ethetic,  says,  what  I  bang  an  Indianl  Yes,  Mr. 
said,  he  would  bang  an  Indian,  or  even  a  Bri- 
ton, who  would  commit  such  barbarous  acts  as 
to  take  inbnts  by  the  heels  and  dash  their  brains 
out  against  the  side  of  a  boat,  or  the  instigator  of 
■nob  cruelties,  for  he  considered  the  instigator 
worse  than  the  perpetrator.  But  the  gentleman 
ot^ols  to  the  treaty  made  by  Qeneral  Jackson, 
with  the  Cieek  Indians,  and  considers  it  rather 
disgraceful  to  the  Government.  He  says  a  more 
diaiatorial  spirit  cannot  be  expressed,  than  ia 
manifested  Ihroughont  the  treaty. 

Mr.  O.  said  tbe  Creeks  were  a  conquered  na- 
tion, we  had  a  right  to  dictate  the  terms  of  the 
treaty.  The  law  of  nations  gives  us  a  right  to 
Kmuoeration  for  Ihe  expenses  of  the  war  carried 
•n  againat  Ihem,  and  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  | 


if  ell  we  acquired  by  tbe  treaty  was -more  thta 
sufficienl  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  war  against 
them?  But  if  tbe  treaijr  is  examined,  ii  will  be 
found  tbat  hntnaniiy  bad  an  ageney  in  it;  it  will 
be  found  that,  as  ibeir  situation  was  rather  a  dea- 
])erale  one,  owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  na- 
tion, in  consequence  of  the  war,  that  we  agreed 
to  furnish,  and  actually  did  furnish,  them  pro- 
visions for  a  season.  He  bad  the  greatest  confl- 
denee  in  the  gentleman's  treaty-making  powera. 
He  was  pleased  with  hia  conduct  while  at  Qhen^ 
but  be  rejoiced  that  tbe  gentleman  was  not  in 
place  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  in  making  the  Creek 
treaty,  for,  if  be  had  been,  judging  from  hi*  own 
declarations,  he  suspected  that  the  boundary  of 
the  Creek  nation  would  be  the  same  that  it  wa* 
previous  to  the  war,  and  that  we  would  hev* 
nothing  for  the  toil,  difficulty,  and  loss  of  blood, 
but  the  privilege  of  paying  tbe  expense  of  the 

The  gentleman  from  OeorgiafHr. Cobb)  aaka 
if  General  Wayne  retaliated,  in  bis  campaign  of 
1790?  Mr.  D.  said  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
in  consequence  of  his  situation,  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  superior  information  in  lelalion  to  the 
expedition,  and  had  tendered  himself  to  answer 

Snesiiona  when  asked  by  either  side.  Mr.  D.  wn* 
wn  himself,  and  knew  somathing  of  the  trana- 
aetions.  He  would  answer  no.  C&neral  Wayne 
had  it  not  in  bis  power  to  retaliate,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  Frenchman,  who  was  taken  within  am 
lines  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  and  who  waa  eon- 
demned  to  disj  but  was  released,  as  be  under- 
stood, in  consequence  of  giving  tbe  Qenaiil 
important  information,  and  agreeing  to  exereiM 
his  influence  with  the  Indian s^o  induce  them  to 
come  in  and  form  a  treaty.  They  did  come^  in 
tbe  ensuing  season,  and  the  Treaty  of  Greenville 
wa*  made.  But,  from  the  petsooal  knowte^e 
which  he  had  of  Qeneral  Wavne,  together  with  a 
knowledge  of  hi*  character  for  firmness,  be  had 
no  hesitation  in  believing,  tbat  if  the  Qeneral  had 
got  bold  of  the  principal  instigator  of  the  war, 
(Bimon  Gerty)  that  he  would  have  alrnng  hiiB 
up  on  tbe  first  oooreaient  tree ;  in  which  no  b^ 
lieved  tbe  Qeneral  would  have  been  justified  hf 
bis  Qod  and  his  country.    The  gemleman  a^M 

Gu,  in  rather  an  exnlting  manner,  if  Qenenl 
acomb  were  to  act  against  the  British  in  iht 
same  way  General  Jackson  has  against  the  Sh>- 
iards,  would  you  not  disavow  tbe  act,  recall  the 
Qeneial,  and  punish  him  7  To  which  I  answer, 
no,  if  the  cases  were  similar.  But,  why  ask  thia 
question?  There  is  no  analogy  in  the  cases; 
they  are  entirely  irrelevant.  He  would  ask  that 
gentleman,  if  we  had  a  treaty  existing  with  Brit- 
ain similar  to  the  one  we  had  with  Spain?  Are 
the  British  bound  by  treaty  to  keep  a  sufficient 
force  to  restrain  their  Indian*  from  committing 
hostilities  on  the  United  Slates?  Ceruinlynot. 
Then,  why  ask  this  question?  It  could  not,  ha 
presumed,  be  by  way  of  insinuation  tbat  we  were 
afiaid  lo  treat  tbe  British  in  the  way  we  would 
another  nation.  Justice  is  the  basis  of  this  Qor- 
ernment. We  are  as  ready  to  do  justice  to  oth- 
er* as  we  are  to  oorapd  others  to  do  julice  tons. 
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Wt  Kcantlr  dMUred  war  HaiiHt  Briiiiv,  »od 
irnbbtd  her  deaeotl;  both  b^  i*oi  aod  mi,  till 
m  brouf  tn  her  to  a  tente  ofjatiiee.  He  Toted 
fw  (bat  var,  tad  he  would  not  hciiiaie  to  do  it 
■MiB  under  similar  «ircun»tapces,  and  to  parti- 
upalB  in  it,  when  oireuBulaDcet  would  permit,  as 
be  had  done  on  a  former  occasion.  Mr.  D.  god> 
tmdad  ibat  wc  had  given  Spain  no  legal  cana«  for 
ViTi  and  be  wat  not  apprehensive  ibal  (hey  would 
ocBsider  the  eoadnct  of  oar  army  ia  Florida 
a  eaue  of  war,  nnlas*  tbay  were  led  to  it  by  ibe 
Mwechaa  delivered  in  this  Hoose,  in  which  gen- 
tlcmeo  have  taken  f  reat  paina  to  (brow  Ibis  Gov- 
emmcBl  in  all  instances  in  the  wrong.  Indeed, 
tbe  fentleman  Trom  HasMchnteil*  (Mr.  Folub) 
baa,  af(er  saying  erery(hiiifl  he  could  to  put  (hi* 
Oovernment  in  the  wron^,  undertaken  the  jusii- 
Hcation  of  those  incendiaries  NichollE  and  Wood- 
bine, and  (heir  immediate  saccessors  Arbuihnoi 
and  Ambrister.  If  Spain  sbould  think  proper  to 
make  it  a  caose  of  war,  perhaps  it  would  be  the 
■neediest  way  that  we  could  obtain  reaiitntioa  for 
the  three  millions  and  n  half  of  dotUis  she  ow» 
us, for  spoliations  commilied  on  our  commerce; 
for  the  obtaining  of  which,  ■ecrotialioo  has  been 
carried  on  for  fourteen  jwi,  till  patience  ia  nearly 
nbatuted.  East  Florida  would  compensate  us, 
and  would  speedily  fall  into  our  hands,  if  tbey 
w«re  simple  enough  to  make  the  praceediDgs  in 
Florida  cause  of  war. 

One  word  by  way  of  noiidng  some  remarks 
that  fell  from  the  genilenan  from  New  Tork, 
(Hr.  STORltfl,)  whose  mannn  and  exprestiona 
put  me  in  mind  of  bigb  party  times  a  short  time 
iirevioas  to  and  duriDc  the  late  war  wiib  Great 
Britain.  Tbey  went  litr  in  oontradioiing  decla- 
itiioas  of  soma  of  his  political  friends  that  Utere 
was  nothing  like  party  in  this  Hoose.  The  gen- 
tleman staled  that  a  universal  glow  of  indigaa- 
lion  was  manifeaied  when  ibe  doeamenis  in 
lalation  to  the  trial  and  execution  of  Arbutbnot 
a&d  Ambristei  were  read.  Mr.  O.  appealed  to 
Iha  Chairmau,  to  say  if  ibis  was  tbe  fact;  be 
appealed  lo  (he  whole  House,  to  say  if  ihey  dis- 
•Dvered  anything  like  a  glow  of  iadigaation.  He 
avd  he  was  compelled  to  pronoUDoe  it  not  tbe 
£ui}  that  his  eyu  were  wide  open,aud  he  made 
no  aunh  a  diioovary ;  and  he  was  astonisbed  ibat 
any  member  could  siand  an  and  make  aneb  a 
alalcmcBt  in  tbe  face  of  ibe  Hokm.  He  bad  fell 
it  his  duty  to  noiioe  and  conlradiot  Iha  sUle* 
mani,  lest  ini^mr  iiMirasIona  might  be  made 
on  tha  pnblie.  Bo  fat  from  its  being  the  ^«i,  be 
briieved  that  an  overwhelning  majority  of  iha 
Bonee  jnsiified  the  General  in  ordering  the  eze- 
oniion  of  those  incendiaries. 

Tbe  gentleman  say*  that  Qeneral  Jackson 
made  peace  by  destroying  the  people  and  devae- 
tatiog  the  Creek  country.  Tbe  geatleman  has 
let  out  the  secret— General  Jackson  has  done  too 
much ;  he  has  destroyed  loo  many  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  therefore  be  muBi  go  down ;  his  repu- 
tation mvst  be  tarnished,  his  character  prostrated. 
The  man  who  has  been  our  shield  and  buckler 
throngbom  two  wars,  and  has  rendered  for  the 
Government  incalculable  aevviees,  mast  be  paid 


with  iogrMitada.  Yes, GeneralJ)|ek«w  b**  baea 

a  dangerous  man  among  our  enemias.  both  whil« 
and  red ;  and  be  hoped  that  he  night  Uva  lon^ 
to  be  a  terror  to  them.  Tbe  gatleman  reioicaa 
Ibat  the  Military  Committee  b^d  tbe  inoiBpaa- 
deuce  lo  r^iort  ceusure  against  the  General.  No 
doubt  but  he  rejoices :  and  ha  would  rejoice  still 
more,  if  ha  coald  by  bis  argument  penniada  tb« 
House  to  BUsUin  tba  report.  Boi  ia  Ibis  ha  will 
rails  afigure ;  for,  noiwilbEtanding  the  formidnbia 
stand  gentlemen  have  ntada  against  Qeneral 
Jackson,  on  mere  imaginary  grounds,  prodoead 
br  a  kind  of  teebnioal  nicety,  ibey  will  not  b« 
ahle  to  ruffle  n  single  laurel  on  bis  brow.  Mr.  D. 
said  thai  be  rejoiced,  too,  that  ibe  miooriiy  of 
tbe  Military  Committee  (three  out  of  seven)  had 
the  independence  to  enter  up  their  protest  againaK 
(be  report  of  the  four  thai  censured  a  man  who 
had  been  the  protector  of  his  country's  rights^  and 
the  avenger  of  its  wrongs ;  which  protest  was  of 
a  cbaracier  calculated  to  meet  the  approbatioa  off 
a  graiefui  people,  who  ate  not  dispoMd  to  pay  » 
man  with  ingratitude  for  rendering  imporinac 
services.  Mr.  D.  said,  the  General's  reaiona  in 
support  of  his  acta  bad  been  objected  to.  What 
bad  we  to  do  with  bis  reasons  1  We  have  t» 
look  to  bis  acts.  Acts  speak  louder  than  worAt ) 
bv  his  acts  he  bas  put  down  a  ferocious  enemj, 
closed  a  cruel  and  vindictive  war,  and  given  peM* 
to  our  frontiers.  His  reasons  were  bii  own ;  and 
allbongh  ha  was  not  disposed  to  be  governed  bjr 
tbein,  nlways  taking  the  privilege  of  reasoning 
for  himself;  yet  be  had  no  doubt,  if  the  Oeneral 
were  permitted  to  be  presant,  that  be  eonld  va,f- 

Ert  them.  Mr.  P.  said  be  was  aoquaiated  wilh 
I  talents,  and  had  often  been  not  only  ediftad 
by  bis  eloqnenee,  but  someiimaa  electti&d.  9a 
believed  this  mode  of  pnioecdins  to  be  unfaii, 
unjusll  and  nnoonstitutional.  Unfair,  becaaas 
delicacy  prevented  the  General  from  hearing  tl)« 
debaUs ;  unjust,  because  be  is  not  nllowen  the 
ntivilegaof defending bimaelf;  luoonstiiotioutli 
beoause  no  section  aqr  clause  of  tbe  Couiitutioit 
oan  be  found  to  justify  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  Oeneial  Washington  ww 
blamed  by  many  for  ordering  tbe  eieoutioa  oC 
Major  Andre.  But  who  Were  they  ifaai  blamed 
him^  Not  itie  fiiand)  of  libettyj  not  the  sn^ 
portsn  of  the  Revolntioo  ;  not  the  Wbig&  No  ; 
they  rejoiced  that  the  General  bad  tba  firmnfm 
to  direct  the  esecutioa,  as  an  example  at  thaf 
time  was  all-impoiiant.  But  it  was  the  eaemiea 
of  liberty  and  tlU  friends  of  Britain,  the  ToriM, 
who  Unmed  Geaeral  WasbiagtiHi.  QeoMal 
Jackson  is  bow  censured  by  man)'  for  ditecliog 
the  exeontion  of  two  incendiaries,  Arbutbnot 
and  Ambrister,  who  caused,  by  their  heUish  mn- 
chiaations,  oumbers  of  innocent  inbabilaats  to 
fall  by  tbe  lomahawk  of  cruel  Bavagea.  But  who 
censures  him?  Not,  he  trusted,  a  majority  of 
this  House.  No,  thank  God,  tha  Represeautivaa 
of  a  free  and  enlightened  people  are  not  yet  pie* 
pared  to  verify,  what  has  always  been  said  ^ 
(be  enemies  of  liberty,  that  it  is  ebaiacteristio 
with  repoblica  to  be  nngratefuL 

Mr.  Clay  then  took  the  floor  in  delence  of  tha 
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iiid^badftlrtaAjrMiiipiad;  uidbsd spoken 
Ht  a  •hott  lime,  when,  «t  a  late  boar,  a  moiioa 
tt>  adjaurn  Ue  debate  was  made,  aad  carried  by 
«  IImU  nwjocitr  ;  BQd  the  Hmm  adjoained. 


MoNBAT,  February  8. 

Ur.  Smitb,  of  Unryland,  from  tbe  Comratiee 
of  Wara  and  Meaas,  reported  ■  bill  in  addtti<» 
lOf  aiMia  altefatioa  at,  an  aot,  eoliiled  "An  act 
iMyisg  a  dulf  on  imported  Mll,ffmatiflg  a  bounty 
Ht  piekled  fiih  azporled,  aod  allowanora  to  oer* 
Min  vcaMb  employed  in  the  fiaheriea  ;"  which 
was  read  tke  first  and  Mcood  time,  uai  eommit- 
Hd  10  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whieh  is 
eommilted  the  Ml  in  addition  to  an  noi,  enticled 
"Ad  act  to  regulate  tbe  colleetioa  of  dntiei  oa 
iMowte  and  lonnue,"  paaaed  the  aeeond  day  of 
tbieli,  17Sft 

Mr.MAnB,finn  ilieaelect  committee  appointed 
•■  the  lei  iiutant  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
to  amend  theact,eDtiiled  "Auactmpplemeataiy 
l«  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Stale 
of  Teooeesee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to 
oerttia  lands  tbeieia  described,  and  lo  seitte  tke 
daimo  to  tbe  vacant  and  onapproptiatcd  land 
within  ihesaoK-'passed  the  18ih  of  April,  1600)^ 
whiA  w«a  tend  twiee,  and  ordered  to  be  ea- 
gtOMod  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  Meaeag*  was  reeeirod  en  Salnrday  last  from 
tke  Pretident  of  the  United  States,  tnnimiuiog 
nndioalions  wbieh  have  been  received  from  the 
ltliHei«r  Resi^nt  of  Froula,  and  from  tbe  Sen* 
aMe  of  tbe  free  and  Hanseatie  cities  of  Hamburg 
and  Bremen,  tbe  objeet  of  which  is,  that  tbe  ad- 
vantages secured  by  the  set  of  CeoerceH  of  the 
Sflth  n  April  last,  to  the  TSueU  and  merchan- 
diaa  of  tbe  Netberlandsi  sh^d  be  eztended  to 
tbeeeof  Pmaeia,  Hambar^,  and  Bremen. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Commitiee  ol  Ways  and  Haana. 

The  SpnuuB  laid  befxe  the  Homo  a  letter 
from  ibe  Secretary  of  tke  Treasury,  tunsmtttiog 
swndry  doeaments  coDiainiOjg  tbe  iafbrmatioa 

afar  as  it  can  now  be  famished)  reqoired  ky 
reeotutioa  of  the  16ih  nitimo.  in  relation  to 
tb«  tmots  of  lands  reserved  Ctr  ike  estaUiibment 
~  kich  was 


loUer  from  tbe  Seeremry  of  the  Treasury,  tnine- 
mittiuinfornwlion  required  by  the  resolnlion  of 
tke  Sub  of  April  last  reqaiiiog  him  to  report 
what  futiber  imptovement  it  ms^  be  ptnctlcsibic 
to  make  in  tbo  tariff  dnites  on  imported  goods, 
4m.,  by  ^wgjog  specific  doties  instead  of  ad  va- 
ieiem  duties. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  ETTATES. 
The  Spbakeb  laid  before  tbe  House  a  memo- 
rial of  William  Jones,  late  President  of  the  Bauk 
of  the  United  Slates,  oanUiiaiag  an  exposition  of 
the  views  and  motivea  which  hare  regulated  his 
official  oonduot,  aod  sabmiltiog  his  case  lo  the 

SisdoiD  and  justice  of  Congress,  in  the  full  eon- 
lence  that  bis  reputation  will  not  be  subjected 
to  sUtt^uy,  by  infereacas  alike  lepagnani  to  his 


principle  nodto  the  whole  tener  of  bi>  prirair 
and  public  life;  which  was  read  aad  ordered  to- 
He  on  the  table.  The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the  honorable  the  Hoose  of  BeprewBtativcs  of  &• 
United  States,  the  Memorial  of  Williun  Jones,  Isle 
President  of  the  Bsuk  of  the  United  8tat«e,  ie> 
■    ntsctfnlly  iboweth: 

That  your  memorialist  has,fi>r  some  tine  pBtt,bs<« 
affiicted  with  a  sevne  disease,  whid^  onlil  the  pressBt 
moment,  hss  precluded  the  ptaparatioa  of  the  papces 
which  he  has  now  the  honor  to  submit,  in  ejplanatiada 
of  ihe  tealimon;,  touching  his  private  concaioe,  which 
iraa  delWeied  to  tbe  comnulise  sppointsd  bj  your  hon- 
orable House  lo  intesUfste  the  proceedings  of  tlta 
Bank  of  the  United  Ststss ;  that  yoni  memorialist,  mo- 
licLtous  to  eibibit  these  transactions  in  thaii  Inis  liflh^ 
and  to  submit  his  public  condoct  to  the  eamlid  scmt^ 
ny  of  joui  hanorable  bodj,  begs  leave  to  lefei  to  the 
stalement  of  hii  private  banaections  in  the  slock  «f 
tbe  bank,  which  he  deUvered  lo  your  committee,  ffd 
lo  the  itatement  of  lacta.  and  the  docomenla  thaiele 
anneiecl,  herewith  sabmitlsd,  which  he  trosts  will  •»■ 
tabliah  Ihe  lawfolness  and  innocence  irf  these  traneae- 
tions ;  that  the  onl;  stock  which  your  memorialist  sold 
to  profit,  naa  Ihe  two  contract*  mentiooed  in  hisilate- 
menl  to  jonr  eommiUee,  which  oootiacU  were  eeU  ta 
a  diioclei  of  the  bank,  who  waa  not  likely  lo  beoems 
the  dope  of  sitiflcial  measnreek  lo  enhance  die  lalae 
of  the  stock  i  that  the  shsree  which  yonr  memoiklitf 
snbse^nently  disposed  of,  in  order  to  meet  his  sncafe 
ments,  were  sold  at  gloat  loss  ;  that  the  whole  Miiniinl 
of  stock  which  be  now  actually  holds,  as  stated  la 
your  (otntaittcB,  coat  hint  $166  par  share,  and,  it 
valued  at  the  reduced  prices,  the  lesolt  of  his  entwe 
stock  tranaecliaiu  will  eihibit  s  very  basiy  lossi  that 
in  this  smoont  ore  indoded  1,070 shsras,Biow  pMgad 
in  LtHidoD,  [the  wlo  of  which  is  to  ilii«  di^  restncled 
lo  £34  stsrliog  per  •hire,}  for  the  psymeni  of  a  loan 
whifh  he  negoliited,  in  order  to  avoid  bonowliig  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  which  be  has  ne 
loan  whatever ;  noi  is  he  indebted  or  responsible  lo 
that  iustitntion,  either  on  his  own  acconnt  or  £>t  any 
other  person,  diiecClj  or  iodirecUy,  for  s  cent;  that  he 
hsa  h^d  the  *lo«k  which  he  now  holds,  dming  the 
progrsssive  decline  in  Ihe  price,  wbils  be  has  bsoM 
earnestly  engaged,  in  hla  official  capacity,  in  prom*- 
ting  an  these  measures  of  precaation  and  of  eipease 
incurred  by  the  imperlation  of  specie,  which  wve  i»> 
dispensable  to  the  safitj  of  the  wstitution,  bnl  whidi 
" elesi];  foreseen  would  diminish  the  piofile  and 


thsi  declsres,  that  his  dealiogs  in  lbs  stock  of  tbe  liaidl 
were  foanded  npon  his  confidence  in  the  pronierib. 
and  productiveness  of  the  instilntioa,  in  the  maMi 
important  ndvaotsges  which,  if  &irly  enjoyed,  be  b^ 
lieved  it  to  possesa  over  many  other  institutions,  the 
mscket  Tslue  of  whose  stock  approiitasted  to  the  Ugh- 
eit  rates  which  thst  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States 
hsd  attsioed  ;  aod  in  the  lecolleetion  of  the  ftct,  that, 
towards  ttw  dose  of  the  charter  of  the  old  bank,  the 
Goveriunent  of  lbs  United  States  sold  to  Mr.  Baring 
the  whole  of  the  public  shares,  st  the  rale  of  9580  per 
share ;  that  in  regard  lo  his  poUic  condnet,  as  a  di- 
rector of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  your  memo- 
risUit  does  most  aolemnly  sssore  yonr  honorable 
HoQBOi  that  he  has  be»  actoaled  by  tbe  pnrest  mo- 
tivaa,and  with  pcafect  fidelity, diligenoe,  and  lesl,  has 
employed  his  best  tacnltis*  and  judgment  in  piomo- 
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(•  ■•  Iw  bdiared,  at  llie  tune,  wen 
b«st  calcnlmt«d  to  •druce  tba  blemt  of  tlie  public, 
•nd  of  tha  inititotioii ;  that  Iha  ptii>ate  If aimclitiiu 
which  have  attracted  the  aniintdTeniaD*  of  Ttnir  com' 
tnittea,  baTi  in  no  wtM  inflneDced  hii  judgment  or 
deciriaD  upon  the  important  meaiuiea  in  which,  ai  a 
director,  he  hu  paitiapated ;  ind  that  the  reaeoni  an^ 
■Dalive*  aHisned  in  his  nritlen  anmer*  to  the  qa«^^ 
iion>  put  to  him  by  jonr  eomtniltae,  toaching  the  pro- 
oaedingi  of  tha  bank,  and  thoae  which  are  lecoriled  in 
the  minntee  and  coireapondence  of  the  board  of  di- 
nctota,  are  the  true  and  onl^  motiTee  by  which  he 
hM  been  goTernad  in  hi*  officitl  conduct;  that,  in  ad- 
voeatiDg  Iho  toani  on  the  pledge  of  itock,  he  wm  in- 
fluenced t^  the  additional  consideration  that  the  art- 
^il  conititution  of  the  apital  itock  of  the  bank  com- 
prehended twenty-eight  millioiu  fnnded  debt,  and 
■even  millioni  in  money,  whereaa,  by  the  liee  of  funded 
debt  to  and  above  hi  par  ralae,  eo  large  an  amount  of 
tike  latter  wai  lubitituted  for  tlia  former,  hj  Iha  enb- 
•eriben  to  the  Imnk,  and  lO  large  a  nun  redeemed  by 
tha  QoTamment,  and  «old  by  the  bank  to  procure  >pe- 
de,  aa  to  create  an  aggregate  of  upwardi  of  twenty 
miliioni  of  dollar*  in  money,  inbatibitad  for  *o  much 
of  the  funded  debtpirt  of  the  capital;  hence  your  me- 
morialiil,  eonaidering  the  extreme  &cility  wtuch  bank 
accommodation  lud  giren  to  OTor-tra ding, and  itacOD- 
•eqneut  efiect  upon  mercantile  credit,  belioTed  that  at 
leaat  tan  million*  of  dollar*,  loaned  on  die  pledge  of 
■to^*,  would  baat  folAl  tha  original  dadgn  of  the  in- 
■titntiOD,  and  have  aa  large  an  amount  of  moneyed 
MMtal  a*  could  be  aaiely  loaned  on  peraonal  lecnntj ; 
and  thia  baliaf  bu  not  been  impaired  by  the  reiult  of 
bi*  obaerratioii  in  regard  to  the  existing  loan*  of  the 
bank,  which,  according  to  the  docnmenl*  before  your 
konotable  Houae,  are  in  Iha  proportion  of  abont  twen- 
tj'**aTen  nitliona  in  Ulla  and  note*  resting  upon  per- 
wmal  iMuri^  alone,  to  nina  million*  on  nolo*  of  hand, 
Mcorod  W  a  pledge  of  atock. 

With  Ulia  brief  aipodtion  of  the  liewi  and  motiToa 
which  have  regnlated  his  offidal  condnct,  your  me- 
■oritUal,  with  profbnnd  respect,  aubmiti  hi*  ca*e  to 
yoor  wisdom  and  jn*tice,  in  fidl  confidence  that  his 
r^Utation  will  not  be  nilgocted  to  obloquy,  by  infer- 
ence* alike  rapagnant  to  hi*  principle*  and  to  the 
whole  tenor  of  tiis  private  and  public  life — a  Ufa,  the 
""'  ~    'la  and  priTaUons  of  which  are  identified  with 


highly  reaponiible  trast  a 


with  her  recent  and  not 

ur  memorialist  moreover 

s  rectitude  and  tianqaUlity,  in 

.     .     .  n   trolh  ahall   bare  penetiated 

through  the  mist  of  prejudice  nhich  has  obscured  the 
■errices  and  merits  of  the  institation  in  which  hs  had 
ihe  honor  to  preside,  public  sentiment  will  award  to 
those  who  havs  muiaged  its  critical  concerns  that 
jnstiee  which  ia  now  withheld. 

W.  JONES. 
PBiLaDaLFBii,  Ftb.  B,  1SI9. 

[The  doc  u  men  Is  acconipanyiag  ibe  tboTs  let- 
ter consist  of  a  itaiement  by  Mr.  Jonet,  tnd  copin 
of  hi*  contraels  for  aiock  and  Iransfer  of  ihe 
«.me.] 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  again  resolved  ilaelf  into  a  Com- 
millee  of  Ihe  Whole,  Mr.  BaaHrrr  in  ibo  chair, 
on  this  «ubjeci. 


Ht.  Clat  resomed  tbe  floor,  and  eoMlndW 
ibe  reply  which  be  commeneed  on  Satordajr  to 
genrieinen  who  had  defended  tbe  traBMelioia  in 
question,  la  Ihe  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  C. 
suggested  10  ihe  mover  of  the  amendatory  reso* 
Iuiiona(Mr.  Cobb)  tbe  praprieiy  of  such  a  mod- 
ifieilion  thereof  as  woald,  he  hoped,  unite  the 
conflieting  opinions  of  members,  and  raable  the 
Hoone  tu  agree  in  its  Tole. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said,  that  ha 
■aw  Ibe  impatience  oT  the  House,  and  knew  tbOT 
were  anxious  to  dispose  of  the  retolntions  which 
had  been  ao  naoy  daTs  ibe  subject  of  dis<;nnion  ; 
consequently,  ha  would  not  detain  tbem — ihongh, 
having  failed  in  several  attempts  lo  get  tbe  floor 
•t  an  earlier  period  of  the  debate,  he  had  entiraly- 
declioed  mahiog  an^  remarks  wnaterer— that  he 
then  rose  mora  with  a  view  of  ezpresaiog  an 
opinion,  and  of  presenting  a  few  facta,  nihieh 
bad  escaped  the  observation  of  other  genllemen, 
than  any  desire  or  intention  of  entering  upon  tha 
sotgecl  al  large. 

I  have,  said  he,  considered  the  reaolotiona, 
wiih  all  the  atieniion  I  was  capable  of  giving 
ihem ;  and,  if  I  had  believed  ihe  meosnrea  poi- 
auedunconalilolional  in  themsdves.arbarharoB% 
or  unjust  in  iheir  execution,  I  should  have  revU- 
ited  them  upon  the  perpetrators  with  a  keftVf 
vengeance ;  but,  so  far  from  this,  my  inquiry  hat 
led  me  to  believe,  they  are,  and  can  be,  'iiuua> 
lained,  npon  every  principle  of  justice,  and  tba 
long  ealahlithed  usages  of  tbia  GoTcrDmeat. 
And,  sir,  aaid  Mr.  F.,  it  is  with  not  a  little  sur- 
prise I  hear  tbe  advocate*  of  these  resolatiOM 
diaagreeing  among  themselves — acatee  any  two 
holding  the  same  opinion. 

The  boDoiable  Commiiiee  on  Military  Aflaita 
have  bad  all  the  documents  relative  to  the  Bern* 
inole  war  before  Ihem  for  weeks,  and  at  last  se^ed 
upon  lbs  objeclionable  point,  and  reported  a  rea- 
oiDtioD  ditapproTing  the  trial  aad  execution  of 
Alexander  ArDaihnot  and  Robert  C.  Ambrlatsr. 
There  wo*  an  end  to  answer,  and  this  not  beiog 
broad  eneagh,  oiher  reaolaiions  are  oSern],  u 
Bmendmenis,  to  enlarge  the  chance  of  obtnia- 


One  genllemon  lakeaal 

By  ua ;  that  it  waa  an  aggreaion  on  oor  par^ 
and  all  the  proeeediogs  resulting  from  it  were 
unjust  and  unconstitutional.  One  other  geatlc- 
man  does  not  quite  believe  tbe  war  wo*  waged 
by  ua,  but  believes  the  whole  of  the  resolutioaa 
ougbl  to  obtain — that  General  Jackooo  la  ctasmy 
able  throughout.  One  other  admits  the  jnoiiee 
of  theaenleneaof  Arbuihnot  and  AmbrUier,bw 
vehemently  condemns  Ihe  capture  of  8t.  Marks 
and  Pensacola.  Again— it  is  admiited  that  the 
execution  of  these  men  were  just  and  proper,  aud 
ao  with  tbe  capture  of  St,  Marks ;  yet,  there  is 
no  juaiificaiioa  in  ihe  sfiair  of  Pensacola.  One 
other  honorable  gentleman  finds  nothing  to  e» 
cnae  but  the  exeeuiion  of  Ambnster.  Last  of 
all,  the  genileman  from  Massacbosetts  (Mr.  PDif 
leh)  calls  the  war  an  aggression  on  oar  part  { 
that  it  was  u neons liioiional ;  that  its  proseeatioB 
was  UDJusl }  Ihe  capture  of  Si.  Marka,  Paaaeola, 
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and  the  BariDcu,  ita  InfraclioD  of  the  Conitlla- 
ttOB-~*  wir  wilb  Spsin ;  (be  execDiion  of  these 
incendiariei,  a  violation  of  (be  law  of  nations  : 
and  hsE  eren  goat  so  far  ai  to  jus(irf  the 
of  Ibe  negro  fort,  for  (be  reason  that  Spai 
loo  weak  to  pteTeot  it. 

Now,  *ir,  if  the  honorable  cominittee,  in  their 
ealm  reliremeol,  a  ihoosand  utilei  from  the  scene 
of  action,  and  montbe  after  it  happened,  conid 
have  discorered,  from  tbe  document*,  anf  "abao- 
late  necenitv"  for  (he  execution  of  thew  wretch- 
ad  men,  ws  Dare  a  riRht  to  infer  that  anch  a  re- 
port wonid  not  bare  oeen  framed  by  tbem ;  but 
ihfl  Gkneral,  who  was  there  eocompassed  bf 
enemiea,  death,  and  derastation,  judged  wrong, 
and  deierrei  the  beary  ceosures  of  Eii  country. 
Tbere  baa  been  to  much  said  upon  this  subject, 
rack  yarious  and  cooflictiog  opinion  among  the 
adTocaies  of  the  propositions,  all  diYcrgiog  from 
ike  long  established  maxims  and  usages  of  this 
Gorernment,  that  I  am  unwilling  to  pursue  them, 
without  first  inquiring  what  has  been  the  coarse 
inraiied  by  preceding  administrations,  trndei  sim- 
ilar circumstances. 

Id  roTeriing  to  the  tranuctioiis  of  this  Gor- 
tmateni,  it  will  be  found,  that,  so  long  ago  as 
the  year  1789,  difficulties  and  war  with  tbe  In- 
diaik  tribes  took  place ;  and  the  (ben  President, 
WasBtMafoit,  felt  bimaelf  aatborized  in  taking 
measures  to  defend  the  people  of  the  South  and 
West  from  (beir  hostile  incursions,  and  advised 
Congress,  at  ibetr  next  session,  of  the  steps  he 
had  taken.  That  Congress  thought  the  measnres 
highiy  commendable  and  proper. 

In  the  year  1790,  we  find  thesame  Washington 
eonplaioing  grieroosly  of  hostile  irrnptiona  of 
eerlain  banditti  of  Indians  nortbwesiof  the  Ohio, 
aided  by  some  on  tbe  Wabash;  that  the  country 
waa  no  longer  in  safety  on  that  whole  frontier. 
H«  ordered  one  of  the  generate  to  march  an  army 
against  them,  which  army  was  composed  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  combined  with  such 
draughts  of  the  militia  as  were  deemed  sufficient. 
When  this  communication  was  made,  do  mur- 
■lar  was  heard. 

In  1791  difficnltie*  and  war  with  the  Indians 
beyond  the  Ohio  again  commenced  ;  troops  were 


crowned  with  success;  that  in  other  instances 
tbe  troops  were  (hen  in  tbe  field,  the  issue  at 
that  time  not  known.  Congress  again  approved. 
Another  proof  of  this  sanctiooed  method  of  con- 
ducting this  species  of  war,  is  given  us  in  the 
transactions  of  tbe  year  1793,  when  the  Indians 
beyond  the  Ohio  were  inarms;  theChickamagas 
to  the  South  bad  come  to  an  open  rup(ure. 
Troops  were  assembled,  and  pn(  in  (raining  for 
a  vigorous  campaign ;  this,  (oo,  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  Congress,  who  complained  not  of 
any  violation  of  ri^ht,  or  usurpation  of  power. 

Were  I  to  mention  (hat  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1793,  used  every  pos- 
riUe  means  in  his  power  to  avoid  vu  with  the 
Indians,  but,  Boding  ibem  fruitless  and  uaarailiog. 
oideied  an  army  to  march  aad  act  ofienuvely,  1 


should  say  no  more  than  is  known  to  every  gen- 
tleman in  this  House ;  nod  I  presume  I  should 
likewise  say  no  more  than  is  ItDown  to  tbem, 
were  I  to  say,  when  the  communication  was 
made  to  Congress  they  approved  tbe  procedure. 
Whence,  sir,  1  may  be  authorized  in  asserting, 
A>t  no  other  opinions  have  ever  been  entertained 
VPtbe  correctness  of  the  mode  of  conducting  Ia< 
dian  hostilities,  from  the  origin  of  tbe  Conatiin- 
tion  to  (be  present  time,  (ban  those  which  direct- 
ed in  the  late  contest;  which  ought  at  least  to 
be  some  apology  with  those  who  think  the  Con- 
stitution has  been  disregarded,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities.  And  how  a  diETetent  opinion 
came  now  to  be  enlertaiqed,  though  we  have 
passed  through  some  years  of  aotrowful  expe> 
Hence,  is  more  than  conjecture. 

That  a  doubt  on  this  subject  existed  for  a  short 
time,  with  one  member  of  (he  Government,  il 


EJdered.  The  tJni(ed  Slates,  feeling  liberty,  and 
actua(ed  by  principles  of  benevolence  alone,  ex- 
tended to,  these  people  every  privilege,  and  all 
Ihe  rights  of  an  independent  nation,  wuieh  could 
be  done  consistent  with  their  own  safety,  and  the 
condition  in  which  themselves  were  left  by  the 
long  course  of  European  policy  under  which 
they  had  suffered.  And  I  presume  it  is  not  doubt- 
ed that,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  when  these 
United  States  took  up  arms  against  Qreal  Britaiik 
and  conquered  the  country  from  her,  compriseo 
within  the  limits  assigned  to  us  by  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  in  1783,  they  likewise  conquered  those 
Indians  who  were  the  allies  of  England,  bloody 
and  revengeful  then,  as  upon  a  mote  recent  oc- 
casion ;  full  as  much  so  as  Ihe  most  sanguinary 
Briton  could  desire.  I  am  much  surprised  to 
hear  gentlemen  now  talk  of  concessions — their 
rights  and  independence.  Were  these  conces- 
sions completed  Was  it  ever  supposed  by  any 
to  be  so,  or  ever  intended  (o  be  so  1  We  are 
now  told,  as  a  proof  of  their  iudependeace,  that 
we  make  treaties  with  them.  This  is  the  first 
lima  I  have  beard  tbe  doctrine,  though,  without 
doubl,  many  weighty  reasons  have  Ted  to  that 
conclusion.  Tbe  United  States  have  always 
observed  (bat  ceremony,  and  permitted  treaties 
to  be  made  with  different  tribes,  as  one  of  the 
best  means  of  conciliating  their  favor,  and  main- 
taining our  peaceful  relatbos  undisturbed;  at 
tbey  have  never  been  permi((ed  to  treat  wi(b 
any  but  the  United  States,  or  some  Indian  (ribe. 
Bui,  sav  gendemen,  they  declare  war,  and  are 
not  guilty  of  treason  in  doing  so.  Was  it  not 
rather  because  tbey  were  totally  incapable  of 
appreciating  the  restraints  of  civilized  men,  that 
they  were,  in  this  respect,  permitted  to  tangle 
(heir  own  destinies?  Have  not  the  United  States 
ever  claimed  jurisdiction  over  their  country, 
as  contained  within  tbe  limits  of  the  Union? 
And  when  a  proposition  was  made  at  Ghent  to 
place  it  on  a  different  footing,  some  geoliemea 
then  felt  great  indignation  u  the  idea.  None  will 
doubt,  I  imagine,  the  laws  of  the  United  Statea 
having  always  been  in  force  throoghont  their 
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go  back,  with  ihe  gentlemaD  from  New  Yotk,  lo 
tbe  discorery  of  this  Continent  bjr  Etuopeaos, 
when  il  was  chartered  away  by  ine  moDaichs 
ot  ibal  couDlry,  down  to  the  pretenl  lime, 
find  they  neilber  are,  dot  ever  nave  beeo,  ii 
pendeDl.  ^ 

Bni,  sir,  grantiDg  the  qaestioa  in  a«  full  am. 
as  broad  an  extent  aa  geoilemen  might  desire, 
can  it  be  |>reGDmed  the  forces  of  the  Bepublic 
are  10  remain  idle  spectators — see  hostile  mcnr- 
■ions  take  jilace— men,  women,  and  childrea,  put 
to  death,  without  marcbing  to  defend  tbem,  ualil 
Congress  shall  nnihorize  them  to  protect  the 
helpless,  and  secure  Ihemielvesl  Buppoee  that 
Power,  with  which  we  are  doomed,  at  no  Tery 
distant  day,  again  to  oonlend  with,  in  the  bloody 
field  of  death,  should  noexpecledly,  as  it  will  be 
when  it  does  come,  declare  war  against  us:  is 
the  President  to  permit  the  ships  of  war  and  the 
forces  lo  lie  idle,  uotil  Congress  can  be  convened 
from  all  parts  of  this  Union  to  declare  war  in 
tarnl  Yet  this  is  the  effect  of  ibal  dootrine. 
This  CoDalitutioD  is  not  of  such  leaden  mate- 
rials; it  never  was  intended ;  it  cannot  abridge 
Ihe  first  great  clause  of  the  constitution  of  man 
himself,  written  upon  his  heart  by  the  hand  of 
Omnipotence— '"  preserve  yourself!"  The  wis- 
dom  of  this  instrument  is  acknowledged)  the 
feelings  of  the  boaty  sa^es  of  the  Revolution, 
blanched  io  the  field,  amid  embattled  legions,  is 
appreciated;  and  the  doctrines  of  liherty,moiilaed 
into  form,  in  this  instrument,  will  be  preserved ; 
and  to  pursue,  at  this  day,  a  course  which  them- 
selves pursued,  ought  to  screen  us  from  the 
charge  of  dangerous  innovation,  or  usurpation  of 
power.  I  would  ask,  who  there  is  among  us  that 
does  not  recollect  the  disasters  of  Qeneral  St. 
Clair,  and  the  anxiety  of  every  individual  for  the 
•access  of  General  Wayne?  And  who  is  ibere 
that  does  not  recollect  the  joyous  enthusiasm  at 
the  news  of  his  victory,  which  ran,  like  an  elec- 
tric stream,  from  one  end  of  this  coDiiaent  to 
the  other?  This,  I  believe,  was  aboui  the  year 
1794;  and,  too,  at  the  iDsiaiice  of  the  Executive. 
I  believe,  likewise,  that  il  was  about  ibis  time 
that  ttouUes  harassed  us  at  ibe  South — an  Indioa 
war  having  been  excited  by  De  Carondelel,  who 
was  at  that  time  Governor  of  Louisiana.  At  all 
events,  there  was  etrone  grounds  to  suspect  him 
for  ibose  hostilities.  And  for  iheir  exjwnses  iu 
the  prosecution  of  this  war.  I  believe  it  is,  that 
the  State  of  Georgia  yet  ctaiins  a  debt  due  her 
from  the  United  Slates  of  perhaps  ^ISg.QOO. 
And.  could  I  recollect  the  argnmeuts  of  the  non- 
orabEe  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  at 
ibe  last  session  of  Congress,  when  he  advocated 
Ibe  Georgia  claim,  with  so  much  ability  and 
zeal,  I  would  use  them  on  the  present  occasion, 
with  perfect  confidence  of  success,  at  all  events 
of  gaining  at  least  one  proselyte.  All  was  Con- 
stitutional  then—Executive  power  was  all. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  demand  if  Congress  have 
not,  or,  rather,  1  ought  to  say,  have  not  we,  our- 
selves, sanctioned  this  war,  to  aa  great  and  full 


an  extent  tt  ever  Coogiaai  sanctioned  « „ 

war?  And  why  is  tii^t  an  evil  now,  whicJ^  at 
tbe  last  session,  was  encouraged,  and  might  iuare 
been  prevented?  Was  not  tlie  President  tuir- 
assed  the  whole  of  last  session  wiih  eoniiaaal 

Us  from   this  House?    Did  they  not  call  on 

m  to  know  what  General  Jackson  was  aboHt  7 
What  measures  he  had  taken  to  put  an  eod  ta 
the  Seminole  war?  Did  they  net  require  th« 
orders  which  bad  been  given  to  General  Jacfcaon 
to  be  communicated  tolhem?  Asd  were  tb«r 
not  communicated  ?  Surely  all  this  must  bavo 
apjtrized  them  of  tbe  nature  of  the  military  oper- 
attons  on  the  Florida  frouiier.  Nay,  iiu»e--^id 
they  not  requite  ioformatton  relative  to  tbe  ipaD- 
nei  in  which  ihat  army  was  supplied?  And  tJa« 
feelings  cruted  by  the  disclosure  of  the  cos- 
tractor's  conduct  on  that  occasion  will  not,  in  a 
long  time,  be  foi;gottea.  To  say  nolbing  oi  the 
pay  of  the  Georgia  militia  in  that  a/my  haTiflj; 
been  increased  from  five  lo  eight  dollars,  at  ths 
instance  and  management  of  tlM  gentleman  ft«m 
Georgia  (Mr.  Cobb.)  At  all  events,  I  racollcct 
his  pressing  through  this  House  a  reaolution  to 
that  efieot  in  April lasL 

Now,  sir,  after  ihese  numerous  a« Is  of  appioral; 
after  granting  money,  providing  men,  increasiag 
their  pay;  inspecting  the  orders  of  the  Presideni 
to  your  Qeocrals— VI  tb  time  taact,aod  aknonir 
edge  of  all,  a  measure  of  this  kind,  and  a  report 
of  that  naiure».was  not  to  be  expected  from  tlsfa 
House  as  the  reward  of  fidelity  and  zeal. 

If  there  is  ceasaie  anywhere^  it  is  due  lo  Cas- 
gress  for  not  having  performed  their  duty ;  «• 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  f Mr,  Honai- 
bon)  admits,  that,  if  there  had  been  io  exist- 
ence such  a  law  as  the  one  contemplated  by  ibflM 
resolutionE,  he  unquestionably  believes  Qeaeirtl 
Jackson  bad  never  executed  Arbulhnot  and  aW 
brister,  or  captured  the  Spanish  fortreasea;  aad 
yet  that  gentleman  would  ceuiute  tius  Oenarai. 
for  doing  an  act  which  be  would  not  have  done 
had  such  a  law  been  in  existence,  and  that  such 
a  law  has  never  been  enacted,  cannot  be  any  pwf 
of  General  Jackson's  concern.  Let  Gongnaa 
themselves  account  for  this  deficieacy,  which 
has.  ia  the  opinion  of  genllemen,  oaiued  euc^ 
violence  to  the  Consiitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  was  it  right  to  passthe  Florida 
line  1  At  tbe  lost  session  I  do  ooi  recollect  to 
have  beard  a  disseniiog  voice;  though  it  wu 
manifest  then  that  the  Bxecntive  paused  and  r»- 
flecied,  and  reflected  much,  before  the  Secretuy: 
of  War  issued  the  order  requiring  Gen.  Oainfs 
to  march  his  army  inio  the  Spanish  territory ; 
and  then  only  upon  the  recurrence  of  new  o«l- 
rages,  These  orders  were  as  well  known  then 
as  at  ihis  time;  these  outrages  did  ocour;  aadi 
sir,  I  must  ihinfc,  then  was  the  time  for  ibi* 
House  to  act;  then  was  the  time  to  interpoae,  to 
have  preserved  the  Constitution.  But,  at  iW 
time,  all  these  measures  were  pursued,  as  the 
only  efficient  mode  of  jiuiting  an  end  lo  tbe  wai. 
All  were  ihen  energetically  disposed  to  put  aa 
end  10  those  hostilities  which  harassed  Georgia 
and  AUbaina  with  murder  and  desolation.    All 
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WHe  iben  difp^wd  I*  io  tbensdret  tkit  jmtlae 
wkich,  hv  tbe  lav  of  Qolums  and  uEure,  they 
had  ft  tif  at  to  do.  As  the  well  kaowo  impo- 
ttNM  of  Spain  almul  precluded  the  hap«  of  tier 
■MlOitaioiDg  her  tuthoriij  ia  that  oountrY,  much 
Low  fuifillia;  bet  treaty  ohligsiioD*,  which  wu 
anuaifeat  (nm  her  not  hafiog  neraeir  underukeo 
W  anbdu*  her  Indians  ts^kiuK  ibia  var  upgo  ns. 
tome  gcDtiemea  Ihonght  the  oidei  to  QeDemi 
CtainM  alow  u)d  innffioieDl,  which  required  him 
to  h^lt  his  trmT)  aad  oQt  to  aluck  the  enemy 
wjdei  the  fort  of  St.  hUiks  uotil  he  reported  to 
iJm  DeparuneDt  of  War,  and  leceif  ed  order*. how 
ip  pcoeeed;  bclLevies,  fioto  the  na^ate  of  the 
Tieaty  of  179$,  8p»a  to  he,  in  that  leapeel,  an 
ally  of  the  United  3iaie«. 

I  will  not  in«i8t,ai  ha>  Ixen  done  by  MDikinen 
who  niJTOoati  ike  same  side  with  DayaeTf)  that  ihe 
(Wd«re  of  Genenl  Qeiqaa  were  net  bindiDg  uppo 
Qeaeral  JackMo,  helieringv  ft*  i  doi  ilut  kd  order 
waned  to  as  oftcer  ia  hiadlnc  anon  tki  next  who 
Ukea  comntaad,  thoub  of  m  hiEhei  nnk,  pro- 
Tided  that  oid»  had  Been  istued  by  their  com- 
i»oa  anpeiior.  But  it  appeus,  fron  the  do«n- 
nMHiia,  (hat  GbnuitL  Jukaao  receiwed  an  order  of 
sabseqaent  date,  from  the  War  Depatimenit  la 
oonduei  the  war  in  Floiida  "  in  the  manner  he 
night  think  beat"  Certainly  the  Secreiar*  oovU 
BM  hare  meaat  aaytUng  note  than  ihu  ne  waa 
to  e9i>dMl  th«  war  ia  the  mannar  he  should  tbink 
DMH  floaCxninUe  i«  ih«  lav  of  nntiotu.  Con- 
aidcruic  the  pecnliai  cottditioa  of  nil  tbe  parties, 
thajr  sould  not  meao  anything  eb«.  Then  ibe 
iaauity  is,  baa  he  done  so? 

Qn  asMDtinE  the  eoromaod  at  Fort  Sdoii,  this 
Qatteral  soon  fixed  on  a  plan  for  hie  falure  oper- 
alioaa;  and,  in  the  coarie  of  his  marsh,  pane- 
tratlog  Into  Floridn  to  find  tbe  enemy's  town,  he 
euanped  at  Prospect  Blufi|  on  the  old  site  of 
Negfo  ForL  Finding  it  so  ealirdy  conrenieni 
aa  a  pUcn  of  depouie,  he  erects  Fort  Gadsden, 
eoniiuy  to  eT«y  priooiple  of  jnstiae,  in  the 
Q^Qjoa  of  some  genlleiBUii  who  justify  the  erec- 
tuun  of  Ne^  Fort,  because  Spain  was  not  able 
i»  pcavMit  It,  and  call  that  an  oatiaga  which  da- 
stitayad  it,  though  there  were  many  hundred  stand 
otf  arm^  mnoh  powder,  cannon,  oc^  thMnfinaai- 
faeilir  desiiaed  to  be  need  ngainsi  the  United 
Staue;  and  the  httiniiig  ahre  of  a  prisoner,  apd 
the  naHaere  of  a  boai'v  craw,  mwht  be  theoght 
bgr  Mine  a  coDbmaiion  of  that  belief* 

It  was  from  this  place  Qeneral  Jaokson  wrote 
t»  OoTeraor  Masot,  with  all  that  fmak  and  open 
iqaaner  to  be  expeeied  from  aa  American:  officer, 
wha  wan  execuimg  the  orders  of  bis  OoTeiameai, 
i>  proaeooting  a  war  whiob  we  had  been  ingaaed 
in  through  the  inabililr  of  Spain  to  wage,  and  io 
thn  lenDinatian  of  which  both  countries  were 
equally  etHuetiied,  informing  him,  in  Ibe  most 
eaplieit  tetou,  of  his  friendlyinteDtianB,and  only 
aalis  that  prorisions  might  be  permitted  to  aacead 
the  Eiseambw  to  Fort  Crawford.  Was  it  tbe 
part  of  a  neutral  nation  to  refuse  that  pawage, 
whuD  itethapc  tbs  lives  of  oart  of  his  troops  de- 
upoDthosegnppliesf  Was  that  theeourse 
lift  ought  to  hare  taken  to  fidfil  her  stipula- 
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tionsi  tJader  snah  eiKamstanoes,  the  law  of 
naliooB  will  jottify  foret> 

Hearing  that  the  hostile  Indians  were  imbodied 
at  a  town  called  Uiokaiuky,  his  march  was  di- 
reoted  thai  way,  where  a  battle  ensued — thaissue^ 
soccess.  And  notwilhslaqdiDgmyhonomble col- 
league (Hr.  ManoEK)  thinks  the  accounts  of 
those  terrible  massaores  all  Tntush  to  nothing 
upoD  enmiiung  into  the  subject,  there  wasfound 
in  this  Tillage  a  wnr  pole,  decorated  with  fresh 
saalps,  recogDi«ed  by  ibe  tiair  as  torn  from  the 
heads  of  Lieutenant  Scoti  and  bis  pattr;  and  in 
the  house  of  Eenbnjo,  the  chief  of  tut  tows, 
were  found  more  than  fifty  others  1 

After  this  battle,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  ene* 
ray  bad  departed,  whilst  one  party  directed  tbeti 
march  to  Su««nee,  the  other  to  the  fort  of  St. 
Mark*.  Ii  wu  then  Captain  Call,  ■  gentleman 
I  an  net  aequainted  with,  bat  on  inquiry  I  leant 
from  OTcrv  source  that  Iv  ia  esteemed  a  man  of 
honor,  ana  a  brare  and  excellent  officer — it  waa 
then  he  infbriaed  General  Jackson  of  the  message 
of  the  OoTeroor  of  Pensacola.  That  tbe  fort  of 
EU.  Marks  was  weak;  that  demands  had  beea 
tnadeUMO  it  formunitioasof  war  bythen^oes 
and  Indians;  ibai  be  entertained  strong  fears  for 
the  safety  of  the  for^  a*  they  had  threatened  to 
saiae  it  io  ease  of  refusal.  Moteover,  it  appean 
from  tbe  d oou me u^— proof,  I  think,  sufficient  of 
itself  to  justify  the  capture  of  that  past — that  the 
ladiaas  did  obtain  amsMnition  ana  arms  at  that 
plaeej  that  councils  of  war  were  held  in  it  by 
the  enemy,  aad  in  the  quarters  of  the  Spanish 
commaoaer;  thai  the  property  plooderea  from 
the  citizens  of  Georgia  was  sold  there ;  that  Lu- 
ei^  did  permit  the  clotbea  taken  from  ScMt'a 
party  to  be  sold  to  the  Spanieh  soldiery;  and 
eren  oonuaMs  wera  made  for  the  purchase  of 

Sroperty  ihu  wa«  to  b«  plundered  from  Qeorgui> 
low,  I  ask.  if  prudence,  ju  sties,  self-defence,  did 
demaitfl  tbe  capture  of  St.  Marks')    Surely, 


the  QoTernor  of  Pensactda's 
anything,  waa  aa  inTtiation 


_  :,if  it  means 
I  take  possession  of 


nefariouio       . 

But,  ai^s  the  gentleman  ftom  South  Carolina, 
(Ur.Lowiinia,)  General  Jaekson  was  not  jiuli- 
ticd^ia  oaptoriag  St  Marks,  as  his  safety  did  not 
depend  npan  oeeupjring  it,  hoe  was  it  necessary 
to  bin  futnie  opcrauona,  as  the  eoeaiy  were  dis- 
persed nad  Mattered,  and  no  one  erer  heard  of 
the  Indiana  managing  cenaon.  I  hope  I  have  not 
miaconoeired  that  gentleiMn ;  I  should  be  sorijr 
to  de  so.  But  I  would  a^  if  Ambrister  and  hU 
negroes  could  not  haie  managed  artillery;  and 
waa  it  not  ihiwe  who  intended  to  do  s<^  and  were 
oely  prevented  from  having  been  aotieipatedl 
That  the  eonivander  of  that  fort  should  show  an 
unwillingneas  to  sqrreudcr,  was  to  be  expected, 
even  if  babad  wished  its^ccupanBr,as  be  would 
be  ealled  on  Is  account  for  his  conauct  to  his  su- 
perior officer.  Yet  it  was  wu  on  Spain,  and  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  Had  not  that  post 
become  a  parly  in  the  war?  Were  not  these 
niuMroas  acts  tuScient  to  determine  its  charac- 
t«r1    Surely,  the  Secretary  of  War,  when  he 
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gave  the  order  to  suipeod  rarther  operation^  and 
report  tbe  ficii  to  the  Depart  meat,  a  ho  old  the 
IndiaDS  take  shelter  iiDder  the  guns  of  the  fOrt, 
could  nerer  have  imagined  that  fort,  or  any  other 
in  Florida,  to  became  the  raagazioes  of  the  cne- 
taj;  a  reaorl  for  Brma^  the  quarters  of  a  Spaoifh 
oEEcer  the  chamber  for  couaeila  of  war,  and  a 
mart  to  obtain  a  price  for  the  properly  plundered 
from  American  citizens.  Tlie  superior  authori- 
ties of  Spain  herself  wouid  have  applied  the 
lemedy,  had  time  allowed  to  make  the  applica- 
tion. This  we  hare  n  tight  to  infer,  as  we  see, 
upon  inquir/j  that  Power  professes  itself  aaliafied. 
Bad  has  resumed  their  Degotialioni.  Sir,  the  law 
of  nations  is  the  right  of  every  nation ;  to  enforce 
it  is  jostice,  and  cannot  be  an  act  of  war. 

Furthermore,  the  honorable  Speaker,  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Poin- 
DBZTEB,)  has  furnished  me  wild  a  good  arga- 
ment,  as  all  his  arguments  are  good.  That  in 
his  speech  in  the  year  1811,  he  justified  himself 
by  saying,  "we"  nnd  a  right  to  take  a  part  of 
Florida  by  proclamation — meaning,  iherefay.  the 
whole  Government — that  is,  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Sxeentlve.  That  Mr.  Madison,  in 
bis  proclamation  taking  and  annexing  a  part  of 
Florida  to  the  United  States,  did  not  commit  an 
act  of  war,  hecaoie  he  only  executed  thereby  a 
law  which  Congress  had  passed,  which  hs  had 
signed,  and  which  he  then  enforced.  Now,  sir, 
if  the  act  of  the  whole  Government,  jostiAed  by 
necessity,  was  not,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen, 
an  act  of  war,  surely  a  General  could  not,  under 
similar  cirenmsiances,  commit  an  act  of  war. 

After  these  operations.  General  Jackson  deter- 
mined to  put  an  end  to  tbe  war,  by  giving  battle 
to  the  negro  and  Indian  forces  concentrated  at 
the  Bawanee  towns,  and,  after  iannmerable  diffi- 
culties, arrived  at  that  place,  and  defeated  those 
who  had  not  availed  themselves  of  the  philan- 
thropic disiote rested ness  of  Hr.  Arbuthnct,  who, 
it  seems,  htd  advised  bit  friend  Bowlegs,  by  ex- 
press from  St.  Marks,  of  the  number  and  move- 
ments of  Jackson's  army ;  and,  too,  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  Spanish  officer.  This  duty  performed, 
he  returned  to  St,  Marks,  through  the  wilderness, 
in  five  days,  a  distance  of  more  than  one  hundred 
miles,  with  a  Brm  persuasion  that  the  war  was  at 
an  end,  and  in  a  few  days  returned  to  Fort  Chids- 
den,  on  his  way  home.  Why  did  he  not  reinro 
home  "i  Here  be  was  informed  that  Fort  Craw- 
ford was  in  great  distress  far  the  want  of  provis- 
ions, which  the  Governor  of  Pensaoola  bad  pre- 
vented  from  going  to  them,  by  enormous  exac- 
tions ;  that  the  negroes  and  Indians  had  possession 
of  thai  place ;  that  a  parly  had  been  pursued 
within  sight  of  it  by  a  detachment  from  Fort 
Crawford,  and  defeated,  the  fugitive*  taking  re- 
fuge in  that  town ;  that  the  place  was  no  longer 
under  the  control  of  the  Spanish  power  j  that 
many  "murders  had  been  committed  in  Alabama 
by  bands  who  went  from  that  post,  and  returned 
to  it,  with  their  booty  and  scalp*.  Can  it  be 
supposed,  under  these  circumstaneeB,  any  place 
is  to  be  regarded  a*  neuiral  1  It  is  of  litile  con- 
seqaence  to  the  sofferera,  whctbat  it  proceed*  from 


Inability  to  maintain  its  aathority.  or  an  ddwU> 
lingness  to  do  so.  The  eSect  is  the  same.  Te 
take  poBsesaion  of  s  post  from  which  he  has  bo»m 
annoyed  by  his  enemy,  is  jnstice,and  ii conform' 
able  to  the  law  of  nations.  Sorely,  if  his  enemy 
is  sheltered  by  a  fortress,  and  from  it  maottioiu 
of  war  obtained,  inroads  agd  murders  planned 
and  executed,  and  a  return  to  that  place  safe,  to 
commence  anew  these  scenes;  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  wh^  the  opposite  party  is  not  entitled 
to  the  same  indulgence.  The  Qovcrnor  of  Pon- 
sacola  does  not  deny  this  feebleness,  though  he 
refuses  positively  to  surrender  the  post ;  in  which 
he  is  right,  as  he,  too,  has  to  aceonat  ton  enperioi 
officer  for  his  conduct.  The  inquiry  then  is,  why 
did  General  Jackson  lake  it  1  The  same  answer 
may  be  given  which  was  given"  for  the  captOTc 
ofSt.Marks.  Are  these  things  true  7  Tbe  Span- 
ish superior  authorities  think  so;  the  Spanuh 
King  himself  thinks  *□.  Then  it  was  no  war  on 
the  part  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  but  the  assertion  of « 
right,  resnlling  to  us  from  the  law  of  nation*.  So 
it  bas  been  considered  by  all  but  our  own  Coo- 
stituiion  ;  which,  whilst  ii  aecntes  our  liberif 
within,  it  would  seem  takesaway  our  rights  from 
without. 

One  gentleman  has  (aid,  "  if  General  Jackson 
had  a  Tight  to  lake  those  posts,  he  bad  a  right  to 
keep  them ;  and  no  one  would  contend  that  wo 
had  a  right  to  keep  them,  because  we  ware  aUa 
to  uke  thero."  To  answer  this,  it  is  only  noMt- 
sary  to  say,  that  the  right  to  lake  reinlt*  from  tbe 
law  of  nations,  as  applied  to  the  then  cirenm- 
siances of  the  parties,  and  the  right  to  keep  re- 
mains as  long  as  those  oircumstance*  eontinne, 
and  no  longer.  I  cannot,  for  mj  own  part,  other- 
wise than  think  thai  the  doctrines  urged  in  sap- 
port  of  these  resolutions,  by  perhaps  a  wise  eon- 
siruclion  of  our  Constitution,  is,  in  t Sect,  to  de- 
prive ourselve  of  many  of  those  rights  which  otfeat 
nation*  claim  to  themselves  from  ibe  law  of 
nations,  and  which  they  are  willing  to  allow  to 
u^  were  we  willing  to  accept  them.  It  ha*  bam 
remarked  by  a  genileman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  LowNDsa)  that,  whatevH  justification 
there  may  have  oeen  for  the  seiiure  af  St  Harks 
and  Pensacola,  there  could  not  be  any  acceeaity 
for  the  seizure  of  the  revenue  of  the  couairjr, 
nor  to  establish  a  Governmeat.  This  idaa, 
with  me,  had  some  weight ;  but  the  necesaity  of 
maintaining  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
country  made  it  necessary,  as  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities had  gone  to  Cuba,  at  their  own  reqnesi. 
General  Jackson  wa*  not  acquainted  with  Span- 
ish laws,  or  perhaps  even  ihclaogoage ;  of  coorae 
those  of  his  own  country  were  only  these  ba 
could  enforce. 

Moch  has  been  said  of  tbe  trial  of  Arbath- 
not  and  Ambrisier;  and,  as  I  have  already  aaid, 
after  weeks  of  consideration^  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  could  not  find  anything  to  cen> 
sure  but  tbe  execotion  of  these  two  British  aseals 
and  incendiaries.  The  one,  bold  and  hardenal 
uili,  plead  guilty  to  the  ehargee;  tiie  other 

,  cts  escape  from  his  diplomatic  skilL  W« 
ate  perfectly  aiionishad,  oa  examining  the  doe- 
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umeDti,  to  flod  thm  pcnerenDg  for  a  long  time 
in  matoring  their  Khemei  of  muider,  and  making 
sirangament*  to  cfleel  Iheit  plant,  m  procuring 
arms  aod  placing  ibem  in  the  hand*  of  ibe  mer- 
eilesa  HTagea,  id  itiiniUaiiDg  ihem  to  commence 
Uiis  war,  in  all  iu  hoiron,  and  fall  like  a  flood  of 
fire  on  onr  whole  frontier,  svecping  avaj  all, 
both  innoeenee  and  age.  More  ■rms,  of  erery 
deaeription,  are  HH^bt  fori  knires,  fliola,  and 
tomabawk*,  in  alarming  qnanliiie*.  To  cruah 
'  the  lawleM  banditti  of  Indians  and  rebellious 
■ISTei,  who  obsetre  no  law,  bumaa  or  dirinc, 
nmed  to  murder,  inditcrimiDatelrt.men  women, 
>ad  children,  burn,  plunder, and  deatrof,  wiihoui 
diatiociion,  without  remoiie,  by  tbeie  relentleu 
fiendi,  Qeaeral  Jackfon  it  ordered  into  the  field. 


Tei 


id^ 
:l,  fc 


the  detirnciton  of  ibeie  v 


??rK.° 


aralbe  Repretenlalireaof  the  people  of  i hi >  great 
Republic  ealled  on,  by  that  extraordinary  report 
of  ibe  committee,  to  oeoture  iheir  Qeneral ;  and 
that,  too,  for  not  ahowing  xatny  to  tbone  who 
knew  no  mercf ,  and  whoae  handi  were  smoking 
wilb  Ibe  blood  of  bnodreda  of  tbeir  coaottTmen  I 
Thix  Oeoeral  who,  in  ths  inj  of  advereity,  eioad 
like  a  rock  of  adaiiMiil,  and  breaued  the  lempec- 
iDODs  warea  of  a  donbiful  war ;  a  war  which  had 
ahook  from  tbeir  base  the  imusy  eolttmns  of  tfaa 
Hall  where  It  wag  declared,  and  razed  ibe  Capitol 
to  its  fouadaiioa  alone,  wbilM  frenzied  fear  be- 
wildered all  it  met,  and  red-eyed  hate  rolled  with 
Satanic  smile  upon  the  Administration  of  your 
OOODlry;  ha  It  was  who  raised  a  repoMtion  to 

Soar  arms  and  to  your  country,  bright  and  more 
right  as  the  storm  lulled  away. 
1  agree,  sir,  most  cordially  wiib  the  commiuee, 
in  the  aeaiiment  thai  no  officer,  however  great 
or  disliagnished  his  lerrices,  ought  to  be  suffered 
to  escape  merited  punishment.  At  the  tame 
time,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  no  officer, 
however  aubordinale  or  obscure  hisGiaiion,  ought 
to  be cenvurcd  without  ample  cause;  and  not  a 
differeaceof  opinion  as  to  the  "absolute  necesi- 

?"  between  the  commiuee  and  (he  Qeneral. 
hay  bad  peace  aod  a  quiet  room  to  deliberate 
in,  a  ihoosand  milet  from  tbe  tecne  of  aetioD, 
aiid  the  library  of  tbe  nation  to  contnlt  about  the 


war  i  and  if,  under  these  oireumHanceF,  be  erred 
in  hi*  judgment,  it  ouht  to  be  tome  excnte, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  ablest  judge*  in 
eourla  of  justice,  after  days  of  refleetian,  deeis- 
iw»  to  eonault,  and  able  laipyert  to  advise,  sorae- 
timet  determine  wrong. 

Bui  it  it  said  the  proof  it  defective.  I  bad  sup- 
poaed  the  ackoowledgment  of  Arabruier,  npon 
ait  trial,  was  too  aneqoivocil  to  be  mistaken,  to 
aay  doibing  of  the  testimony  of  Fheniz  and  John 
J.  Arbuihnor,  wiinesteton  behalf  of  tbe  proaeen- 
tionj  and  a  referenee  to  tbe  testimony  of  Wiss- 
Ul,  Hambly,  and  Coek,  upon  the  table  of  every 
gentleman,  does  moat  clearly  display  the  savage 
and  Qoalterable  parpoee*  of  ArbuihnoL  For  my 
own  partjlconfei*  my  surprise  is  not  that  it  it  leu, 
bat  thtt  It  is  so  clear.  Were  they  ineipable  of  ia- 
*olvinggreatdeaigasii)Misl,ab«earity,anddottlM, 


ibey  were  nnfii  intlrameni*  for  pnipoeet  like 
these,  nteleit  to  the  Brititb  CabineL 

1  will  not  detain  the  Committee  with  any  re- 
mark* at  to  tbe  DumerotiB  objection*  made  to  the 
court  mailial,  the  jurisdiction,  the  law,  and  an- 
ihority.  It  most  be  obvious  to  every  one,  that, 
by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  osaget  of  war,  the 
lives  of  these  men  were  at  the  disposal  of  Gene- 
nl  Jackson  tbe  instant  they  fell  mio  his  baudi. 
If,  then,  he  iDstituted  a  special  court  to  inquire 
into  the  mtiler,  to  collate  lestimoajr,  and  give  an 
opinion  as  to  guilt,  or  what  punishment  they 
ought  to  safier,  it  was  to  utisfy  others,  not  him- 
self. And  let  what  consir action  be  put  upon  the 
court  you  choose ;  let  whatever  inference  you 
will  be  drawn  from  the  opinions  of  that  court 
and  its  decisions,  the  Qeneral,  at  last,  did  no  more 
than  exercise  the  power  which  he  possessed  an- 
der  the  law  of  nations.  And  if  be  derived  hi* 
power  from  tbe  law  of  nations,  surely  his  calling 
a  court,  evep  granting  it  all  the  formalities  gen- 
llemen  might  wish,  conld  not  diveit  him  of  that 
power. 

On  a  former  day  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Chairman, 
we  were  told  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Keoincky,  (Mr.  Ci.ay,)  and  I  thought,  toe,  with 
a  considerable  air  of  triumph,  that  the  Eentne- 
kians  were  a  brave,  independent,  magnanirooiu 
people  i  that  they  never  retaliated  upon  the  no- 
lettared  savage,  even  in  the  most  gloomy  days  of 
advertity,  in  the  first  leltlement  of  that  country, 
when  tbe  cloud  of  war  aerer  disappeared  for  a 
day.  When  the  best  blood  of  the  coonliy  was 
poured  out  to  maintain  themselves,  they  eeomed 
such  an  act.  Bnl  yet,  said  be,  there  was  one, 
and  he  felt  the  execrations  of  all  when  living, 
and  infamy  has  stamped  his  name  since  dead. 
Then,  sir,  I  willadd,  there  was  not  even  that  one. 
Certainly  tbe  unhappy  man  be  alludes  lo  was 
branded  with  infamy,  but  not  for  tetaliation  ;  bat 
the  deliberate  murder  of  a  friendly  chief.  Thi* 
Indian,  known  lo  be  friendly,  had  remained  in 
their  town  for  several  dayt  after  tbe  hostile  party 
bad  fled,  and  having  been  recognised  bythiiman 
as  a  combatanl  in  some  particular  battle  tome 
year*  before,  whilst  be  was  talking  to  an  officer, 
this  execrable  wrelob  drew  an  axe  be  had  eon> 
cealed  behind  him,  and  clove  his  bead.  It  was 
that  which  covered  his  name  with  infiiDiy,  and 
not  retaliation. 

Bven  now  again,  almost  upon  the  instant,  that 
gentleman  AtSu  all,  and  challenges  historv  to 
produce  one  alngle  example,  and  then  adds,  there 
was  none.  I  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  question 
the  prowess  of  the  Kentnckians  ;  I  believe  thejr 
are  brave,  independent,  hospitable,  and  magnani- 
moas,  and  all  things  that  gentlemen  could  wish 
them.  I  am  proud  at  all  limes  to  hear  of  their 
deeds  of  valor.  Yet  this  thing  ealled  bravery.  I 
believe,  is  preuy  equally  diffused  through  the 
great  mass  of  men.  and,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, there  would  be  found  but  little  differ- 
eneej  brave  officer*  will  always  make  brave  men. 
Though  what  is  said  of  this  conspicuous  State 
cannot  be  donbted,  as  all  who  have  converted 
wittt  them  know  tbey  are  Independent;  all  who 
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hare  tntelltd  in  tlist  State  doabtlcH  Inve  par- 
MkeQ  of  Iheir  hospiitlily.  And  that  ihef  fc«- 
havfd  well  at  the  bittle  of  TippeeanM,  I  do  not 
doabt ;  that  they  behared  bnTely  at  the  battle  of 
Ibe  River  RaiitiD  1  will  not  doabt ;  Ibal  they  be- 
haved ^llaoily  at  Ibe  battle  of  Ibe  Thamei  I 
cmnot  doubt.  Bat,  sir,  there  VBs  retBlniien, 
«Dd  most  eongpicnoas,  in  that  8ttie.  In  one  JD- 
■laDce,  welt  known,  when  a  party  of  Indiana  had 
committed  depredationa  abd  idnrden,  were  fal- 
lowed by  Colonel  Lyne,  known  to  be  a  bnVe  and 
setfre  omeer,  by  aome  chance  of  wai  one  of  the 
warrion  Ml  into  bia  hands,  and  waahanfcd  upon 
the  next  tree.  The  most  atrikine  initance,  how- 
erer,  ia  atre  which  my  friend  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Hakrwon)  haa  jnaibrontihttomyrKolleclioB — 
that,  when  that  crett  Qnieral  nnd  best  of  men, 
Oeerge  Roger*  Ctnrk,  waa  on  Ifaat  edebnited 
Unpaign  in  which  he  stonned  a  whole  chain  of 
British  posts  on  the  Wabaab  and  Eaakaakias,  he 
eiptared  the  town  of  BuTjneeBoea;  whilst  in 
the  town,  the  well-known  Hoiae  was  heatd  In  the 
neighborhood  which  informed  the  inhsbitaals 
tbst  ft  vnr  parry  was  then  retaniFd  iHih  scalps. 
Clnrk  immiedfaiely  dctpate|ied  some  of  bk  sol- 
diers anil  look  itictti  prisofflrs.  W^m  the  mis- 
chief (bey  had  done  was  ueertnined,  be  orders 
ibera  to  M  taken  in  riew  of  thebriiiah  fort,  and 
told  to  nik  ptoteetioD  from  (heir  gotid  fkther, 
Oeorge  th«  Tkird,  and  in  that  plttie  were  all  in- 
■lunly  pnl  to  death.  In  lho«e  days  there  were 
namerous  instances  of  iadiTidoali,  w1h>  bad  lost 
ft  relation  by  the  Indians,  taking  their  rifles,  and 
going  in  search  of  the  enemy,  even  in  their  own 
eonntry,  and  killing  one.  At  that  time  they  cnll- 
ed  it  "  taking  satisfaction ;"  (f{  CMirse  it  migtit 
not  be  retaliation. 

If  I  were  to  declare  an  opinion  as  to  the  hor- 
rors and  cruelty  of  all  onr  Indian  wars,  1  weald 
an  hesitatingly  say,  to  British  agents  all  la  nttrib- 
ntable;  nor  can  I  now  feel  this  sickly  sarrowfor 
them.  Bnt,  in  those  gloomy  daya  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Eentaeky  apean  of,  the  maehi- 
nations  of  these  agents  wrung  with  agony  md 
paia  the  bosom  of  many  a  gallaDt  man  in  that 
eonntry  with  apprehensiooa  nt  the  consequences. 
Children  at  school,  in  the  haara  of  play,  were 
batehered,  at  the  instigation  of  Ibosfe  agents; 
murder  on  erery  road,faad  death  in  every  path  ; 
all  went  armed  to  their  daily  avocations.  Sir, 
the  friend  of  my  boyhood,  the  booonble  chair- 
man of  the  Commjltee  on  Uilitarf  A&irs,oui{ht 
to  tell  of  eariy  times  there,  and  of  Indian  wan 
and  BHtisli  agents,  though  at  that  time  he  was 
only  of  sDch  an  age  aa  to  know  the  danger,  and 
rejoice  when  the  sua  went  down  wiibont  seeing 
the  mangled  corse  of  a  murdered  friend  brought 
into  Ibe  fort.  The  melancholy  transactioM  of 
the  Seminole  war  are  but  faint  rehearsals  of  tfion- 
sands  and  thoasnnds  of  such  acts  in  the  West. 
And,  even  at  this  day,  the  name  of  Britiah  agent 
or  trader,  for  they  are  synonymous,  will  create  a 
sadden  start  of  horror  in  the  widowed  mother  of 
a  family,  as  it  tears  open  all  the  sluices  of  her 
grief,  wnich  time  had  soothed,  but  could  not  de- 
stroy.   The  chUdien  were  hashed  to  aUenee  by 


the  tevHlle  names  of  Simon  Girty  and  MtlCet. 
Gonid  tbose  ineendlaries  hare  been  taken  in  tbA^e 
da^s,  every  voice  tvonid  have  plonottnced  thttt 
doom.  Not  only  individoalsln  that  cenntt^,  bVt 
whole  families,  were  sw^t  away:  many  wbe 
bad  rendered  brillEani  services  to  their  cmntnT, 
are  now  o&lr  known  to  those  who  ftet  a  kindred 
sorrow ;  and  if  a  gallant  deed  has  fitntly  piec««i 
the  lerriUe  nl^l  Which  averhanes  th«ir  bme, 
shoald  cause  a  stranger  to  ask  wbere  ifae^  nth 
now,  or  where  their  children,  echo  mOcks  tbe 
inquiry,  and  retorts  the  qneatloD. 

Unquestionably,  sir,  there  ate  nMny  ri^hta  ib- 
eidenC  to  a  state  of  war ;  that,  when  hostililiea 
have  commenced,  and  an  enemy  every  boor  la 
view,  it  la  dificnlt  for  a  ddlberMive  btudy  llk« 
Ibis  to  stBe  upon  an  abatMel  principle,  ihd  ap- 
ply ft, at  ifakt  partieulat  place  or  momenl,  hm 
say  #mt  was  or  Was  net  neeeatnry  fy/i  their  Cfetl- 
eral  to  do.  lie  know*  the  oUigition  be  oires  CO 
the  ConstitBiioii  of  his  coantiy  and  the  a^tbor^ 
lies  nf  tbe  State,  and  knows  whM,  by  the  Itnr  «( 
nations,  he  may  do  when  antrounded  by  *nr  Kiid 
desdalion,  bis  enemy  Bear  at  hand,  and  ntfriii^ 
into  a  neutral  eonntry.  He  hasarighiio  fbltcnr, 
that  neutral  Pow<er  trot  prohibiting  the  enlrr  <R 
bis  enemy  ;  hta  eovmry,  to  tay  the  letst,  right- 
folly  beeomes  the  theatre  of  war.  Nor  n  it  etar 
to  coneeive  this  Jteverish  discontent  at  the  deat& 
of  men  who  rigbiAilly  died;  and,  %hBfeTer  may 
be  thought  of  It  here,  in  the  sunshine  Of  penfie, 
and  the  whirl  of  gay  delight,  ibe  people  th€n 
consider  it  a  blessing,  and  no  doubt  has  already 
saved  the  lives  of  many  hundreds  of  onr  cltiSeD*. 
Nor  can  it  be  well  nadeiaiaod  why  iheae  exeeo- 
liana  shonid  be  deemed  ctMl,  when  with  lh«fB 
are  associated  the  deeds  for  which  they  aiiffirred. 
Whilst  reeolleotion  painft  tbe  hmfnn  of  death 
In  all  its  terrible  forms— tbe  acMlpa,  fn%h  Meed- 
iBg,  torn  frem  onr  couotryiiien,  j^aeed  Upoa  > 
pme,  benoming  the  anbjeot  of  heilnh  mirth ;  the 
belpieas  l^male  battberad  wbitsi  knedii^  ind 
saeiBg  formerey ;  the  loothleas  tittle  infanl 
siHi«hed  from  its  mother's  boaon,  and  ies  hraias 
dashed  out  aAainet  a  tree— iu  body  thrown  «D 
the  ground,  there  lie*  qaireriig  in  death.  Sir, 
amid  aeenea  like  iheaa,  and  the  e«emy  at  band, 
to  talk  of  delays  is  to  deride  the  mandaiea  of  ok- 
tore  and  of  Bftture*a  Gbd. 

It  has  bean  farther  reeaarked  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hotkimbom,) 
that  of  ftH  the  genioi  in  the  worid  there  is  ddbc 
dangerous  to  the  oommuoiiy  but  a  military  oat. 
Newton's  genius  was  so  great  that  It  seemed  to 
hold  converse  with  the  si 


Is  course  could  uoi  eaeape  him,  and,  I  bdieva, 
1  threw  light  upon  the  ana— yet  this  was 
barmltsi.  Bhakspeare,  the  great  soDtee  of  pleas- 
nre  and  insiractioD  to  ages,  past,  present,  and  to 
come,  was  perfectly  ianoeent  in  alt  its  operations. 
The  DODorable  Speaker  aaya,  too,  ahoald  we  Bet 
cling  to  tbe  Conatitntion,  and  preserve  it  hv  patt- 
ing theae  resolotitiDS,  that  the  day  is  dose  at 
hand  When  aome  daring  obiefltna,  after  aaethei 
splendid  victory,  wiM  attni  in  his  gaady  eoaniaa, 
oaatiflg  a  look  of  appiobatiM  aa  fa«  inHn  be- 
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Hrsen  obsdimt  i«ir*  of  adniriar  TWnla,  nd 
Miz«  npoD  yonr  liberliw ;  and  Ibsb,  tbe  bilk 
fHiitg  loaod  f«ar  Capito]  will  be  ooTend  with 
llMgorniKuialaiietoiapttnnTfldnoWetwi  aqd 
lh«D  tella  t»,  JK  woids  wbieh  aoniid  varr  Haab 
Iik«  Pfttrick  HoBijr'i,  that  Rama  bad  bar  Caaar, 
Britain  bar  CiamweU,  Franca  bai  Nspalean,  and 
tmj  we  profit  hj  On  examatc*  Mwefam/  If 
Z  ware  to  exprcaa  myself  wiUi  an  (ntboaiaim  not 
Wf  own,  I  wMild  Mf  wben  aaiure  made  the 
world,  ihc  not  n»dt  the  i^ril  of  that  great  ban, 
«ttd  then  ahe  laated.  I  aaW,  or  tboogbt  I  law,  the 
Mnpreiaion  iboae  daogan  of  laiHtary  man  acemed 
to  mafca  opon  the  Home,  and  beliere  I  am  abont 
lo  harard  an  opinion,  new  in  a  decree,  and  very 
•liposiie  to  tbnt  of  both  thaaa  honoraue  gentle- 
men, wbieh  ia,  ibnt  no  aoreminent  has  ever  ]r«t 
botn  deaUored  by  a  inoeeMfal  miliiafy  eklcftaiD. 
I  npfwal  to  nistarf  to  aumatt  tao,  if  ny  eemtmit- 
lion  be  rwbi.  If  I  reeolnct  tbe  word*  of  Hw  faia^ 
Mrinn, "  CKaar,  fanriBg  leaa  rapeiariw,  like  «  wiae 
'  ttempion,  iwilvd  to  a  diatanbe,  for  Mcralae, 
'  wbiltt  the  two  great  raelfoaa  pnyed  nnon  tbe 
'libarlicaorRomej  wlHa*reryMote«Nrphce 
'  or  power,  wh  decided  in  tbe  forttm  by  iheaword; 
'^aadsiataedtbeCnpitoiwiib  blood."  Tben,no) 
laU  Iken,  did  Caaar  tttitn  to  Roue^  wbirt,  enr 
aiase  Iba  vmn  of  Uarian  nnd  Sytl^  bad  known 
BO  liberty.  Nor  ii  the  overibrow  ti  tbe  Brit- 
iab  aoranincnt  Mt;riblitable  to  Cronwellt  tbe 
apeaohea  of  Parliamaot  prodveed  the  revolntleii, 
aad  the  trenehery  of  meaaben.  Wben  nil  w«i 
in  commottan,  by  eantiog  and  preaching,  Crom- 
well a«e«red  tbe  vtfoDBer  paiiy  and  became  tbe 
Protector.  Nor  can  tbe  French  rerolotioa  be 
Mlitboted  to  anylbing  bntio-tbe  inaineerity  of 
tte  oiatori  in  the  Btatea  Oaneral,  and  to  none  ia 
a  higher  d^ree  than  thalgreateal  of  araton,  and 
wnrat  of  man,  Himbeao.  If,  in  after  timei,  «■ 
in  all  other  reTolattona,  Nnpoteoo  leemed  the 
atronger  party,  and  swayed  the  Oovemmeat,  it 
•KBDot  be  Mid  he  oTcrtomed  it.  Did  net  erery 
diatingttiahed  man  in  Pnnee  role  at  long 
wna  popnlar  with  ibe  cirouer  pony ;  and« 
aot  ceoaeto  ruleu  toon  aa  be  hwt  bit  poptriarity? 
Tbie  waa  no  teproMk  to  ptofMcedly  politieiau, 
ni[i« 


',  pouemiBg  powe 
meaoa,  it  eabjectt  him  to  the  eliai 
of  uaiog  hia  tniiitary  power  to  orerthmw  I 
Clovetniaeni  of  bit  coantrytmnd  br  none  mt 
than  dieappointed  omtora,  who  baa  oontribatcd 
to  iba  dowoMI  of  mnny  inc«etaive  ndminbira- 
tioiM,  whb  a  hope  of  one  iay  potsctaing  it  Ibeai- 
aalvet.  If  I  recoiled  the  hitlory  right,  ibe  only 
inrtance  of  the  -oTertbrow  of  a  regular  Oorera- 
meni  wat  by  nn  nmbitioDi  siatenoan,  one  of  tbe 
Dnke*  of  Veniae,  who  boldly  seized  opoa  the 
powen,  declared  the  then  Seaatorg  Senator*  for 
life,  and  tiMir  obitdren  after  (hem.  Tbie,  1  am 
inclined  to  belicTe,  it  (he  loaree  of  their  Dobiliiy, 
tbe  only  pniant  they  bare  for  rank.  MoreoTer.  I 
believe  it  would  be  eorrecl  to  my  ibesa  men,  thi 
moit  conapiciioiit  military  dcsiroyen  of  their 
aonntrr,  were  all  created  by  the  timet.  No,  Mr. 
Ohairman,  our  libettiet  are  not  lo  be  endangered 
by  a  aiMacaafal  ahiofinia,  reionting  to  na  wtin  bit 


gaody  cottnma,  eren  after  an  hundred  rletoKes 
»f  New  Oileane.  It  is  here,  in  thlt  Capitol,  on 
tbi>  floor,  Ibal  oar  liberty  is  to  be  aacrifieed,  and 
that  bf  the  helbtr,  ireaeheroDt  eloqueoee  of  some 
nmbilioos,  proud,  aflpirioe  demag^ne.  Aqd  If, 
in  timet  to  come,  ire  should  hear  a  farorite  officer, 
who  has  exbaasted  his  constitution  in  defence  of 
his  country— ihrowiDg  wreaths  of  victory  at  faer 
feet— ebai^d  with  ▼lolilioos  of  her  liberty,  let 
ua  intgnire  whether  [he  sternness  of  hiiTirtnes  is 
not  hia  neatest  blemish.  If  history  gives  an  ae- 
eonnt  <a  a  military  chiePs  retnrning  to  bit  eotin- 
try,  and  overtbrowing  its  settled  institutions,  it 
has,  at  this  time,  escaped  my  recoUeetioti. 
Mr.  BsviN  addressed  tbe  Cbair  is  follbwt : 
Ht.  Chairman: — I  am  lorry  It  has  fallen  to 
ly  lot  to  be  so  late  in  debate  on  tfab  qttesiion. 
From  my  own  feeling*,  1  am  persn&ded  the  Com- 
mittee is  exhausted  and  uawtlliDg  to  bestow  ilt 
nitentioD,  anticipating  a  want  of  capaeiij^  to  any 
member  lo  throw  any  new  light  upon  tbii  inter' 
- "-g  suMeol.  A  tente  of  dtity,  however,  baa 
mined  nte  to  ecpresa  to  you  the  opinion 
which  I  entertain  in  relation  to  it,  in  doing  which, 
I  antieipate  the  tame  indnlgent  aitentioh  wbleh 
you  have  accorded  to  other  jgenllemen.  Before 
enieting vpOta  itedisetiMion, Ireelit  adaiy  which 
I  owe  to  the  peo]^  uid  mytelf,  to  express  my 
emeroe  regret,  that  so  muck  of  oar  time  haa 
been  appropriated  to  its  diaettatlon,  whilst  other 
anttjeote  of  ptactietl  utility,  and  great  pnblie  im- 
pottnaoe,  bnve  awaited  our  attention.  Bipni- 
enee,  sir,  hat  long  aince  tangbt  me  tbe  Inuttlity 
of  the  expreuion  of  legittative  opinion  ttpoa  afr- 
it quettiont ;  bectnse,  whatever  may  1)e  tbe 
KouJt  of  ifaeif  deliherations,  and  tbe  opinion  ex- 
pressed, it  can  have  no  biadiDg  efficacy  in  deter-' 
mining  the  discretion  of  subiequeni  legislatures. 
At  tbe  laat  session  of  Congress,  much  sensibility 
was  felt  because  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  apreased  his  opinion  and  deiermhration 
on  a  snfajeei  wbieh  he  anticipated  would  engage 
the  attention  of  Congress.  Although  the  correct- 
ness of  (he  motive,  in  that  case,  was  known  and 
aMreoiated,  fears  were  entertained,  lest,  if  in- 
duced and  continued  on  the  part  of  tbe  Execo- 
tive,  and  acquiesced  in  by  Congrest,  a  precedent 
would  be  formed  which  might  lend  to  limit  legit- 
laiire  discretion.  If  tbe  informal  expression  of 
ibis  opinion,  on  a  sabjeet  of  which  he  bad  oon- 
eonent  jurisdiction,  was  deemed  incorrect,  what 
opinion  will  be  fbrtned  of  the  character  of  the 

Sireteionof  nn  opinion  in  relation  to  a  military 
cer,  not  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Siaiej, 
but  b^  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  over  whom, 
even  in  tbeir  capacity  as  the  impeachins:  power, 
they  have  do  jurisdiction  7  For,  aa  ibe  Hoase  of 
Representatives,  the  only  oower  given  to  it  by 
the  ConstitDtion  (and  withont  which  it  has  no 
power)  is  a  power  to  jadse  of  the  elections,  re- 
turns, and  qualifications  ofits  own  members,  and 
to  pnolsb  or  expel  a  member.  Iii  giving  a  con- 
struction to  the  Constitution,  which  I  am  fworn 
10  support,!  oannot,and  vill  not.gufitr  my  mind 
to  be  deluded  by  the  imposing  Idea  of  tbe  House 
of  Rep^^ntativet  being  "l£e  grand  inquest  oi 
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the  nalion."  I  here  JQ>t  ennmuaied  iu  power* 
ID  its  aeparate  capacity,  and  coDtend,  that  tb« 
ezerciM  of  vaj  power  oey ond  that  eaumention 
is  tHttmed,  but  not  delegated.  Courti  of  iDquiry 
■Dd  coQrli  manial  are  the  proper  and  legal  cor- 
rectives of  error  or  crtmioality  in  ihe  miliiarr, 
which,  if  oeglecied  to  be  applied  b]r  the  Preaident, 
in  cases  requiring  il,  he  is  respopsible. 

Agaio,  sir,  the  (ovcreiga  aulborilf  ougbt  aever 


dience*  In  ibis  case,  ihe  officer  may  lie  securely 
inlrcDched  behind  Eiecntive  protectioD,  yoar  re- 
lolvea  10  the  conttarj  notwithstanding  j  and  a 
departure  from  Ihii  principle  ought  never  lobe  in- 
dalged,  unlen  io  approbation  of  splendid  acbiere- 
menit,  by  land  or  oy  water,  which  wilt  ha*e  ibe 
happy  eilecl  of  increaiing  the  moral  power  or 
force  of  the  aaiion. 

The  (realr  of  Fort  Jackaon,  in  Augaai  1614, 
which  is  MM  to  have  been  the  cause  of  ine  late  In- 
dian war,  baa  been  adTetted  to  in  term*  of  ditap- 
probation  and  severe  animadTersion.  "  The  Uni- 
ted Slates  demand— (he  United  Siatta  demand"— 
expressions  used  in  that  treaiy,  are  ibougbt  too 
dicta  lorial. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  age  or  country  ever  sat»  it 
otherwise  than  that  tbe  conqueror  should  dictate 
terms  of  peace;  and,  in  this  case,  circa  msiances 
imperioasly  required  it.  For,  in  the  midst  of 
peace,  whilst  we  were  endeavoring  lo  extend  10 
tbe  IndiaoB  tbe  advantages  of  civilization,  sup- 
plying tbem  with  implements  of  husbandry,  and 
paying  them  an  annual  iiibute  for  their  friend- 
ship, and  jasl  at  the  time  nben  we  bad  engaged 
in  war  wiih  a  powerful  and  warlike  nslion,  lor- 
getful  of  ihoie  acts  of  kiadness,  tbe;  joined  our 
enemy,  and  commenced  a  war  of  ezlerminauon 
against  our  helpless  women  and  children.  Pily 
still  drops  a  lear  at  the  temembranee  of  the  con- 
flagiatioD  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  men, 
women,  and  children  io  Port  Mimms  in  1813,  and 
Ihe  winds  still  sigh  over  the  fields  and  repeat  (he 
dying  groans  of  our  brave  countrymen,  who  veie 
inhumanly  butchered  in  cold  blood  by  the  InJiaoi 
after  Ihey  bad  capitulaied  ai  tiie  river  Baisin 
The  whole  frontier  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
was  threatened  with  ruin  and  desolation  from 
MVBge  barbarity  until  (be  hero  of  New  Orleans 
appeared  upon  the  iheaire  of  action,  and,  by  iri- 


ainphiag  at  Talladega,  TuUusbaielia,  Bmuck- 
faw,  and  Tobopeka,  taught  that  unhappy  deluded 
people,  (hat,  altbough  we  were  engaged  in  a  for- 


eign war,  we  were  still  able  lo  avenge  savage 
Insult^  and  repel  savage  injuries.  And  will  any 
one,  aflei  these  facts  and  stiocilies  being  pre- 
sented to  him,  pretend  to  say,  that  i(  was  unjust 
or  unwise  for  the  conqueror  to  cause  (hera  lo  be 
removed  from  the  proximity  of  a  neisbboring 
Dation,rrom  whence  they  were  continually  goaded 
ODioac(s  uf  violence  and  deedsof  murder ;  or  to 
dictate  such  (eims  of  peace  as  were  best  calcU' 
laied  to  prevent  the  repetitioa  of  similar  eceoei, 
and  give  security  to  our  soutbern  frontier  T  1 
hope  not.  Tour  General,  as  one  of  the  commis- 
sioner*  on  Ihe  pari  of  the  Gniied  3uie^o  make 


(hat  treaty, acted  correctly.  Thelawaof  oiikhm 
declare,  "  thai  an  equitable  conqueror,  deaf  to  lli* 
'  suggestions  of  ambition  and  avarice,  will  make 
'  a  just  estimate  of  what  is  dae  (o  him,  and  will 
retain  no  more  of  Ihe  eaemiei*  properly,  thao 
what  ispreeisely  sofficisDi  to  furnish  the  eqnir- 
aleot.  Bui,  if  he  has  to  do  with  a  pctfidioaa. 
restless,  and  dangerous  enemy ,  he  will,  by  wmyof 
punishment,  deprive  him  of  some  of  his  towna 
or  provinces,  and  keep  them  lo  serve  as  a  barrier 
to  his  otvn  dominion*."    Notwithstanding   th* 

Sr  of  Angusi,  1614,  which  waa  depended  od 
ecting  peace  between  m  and  those  savagas; 
lotwiibsi ending  the  treaty  of  peace  between  tbia 
country  and  Great  Britain,  which  also  waa  ex- 
pected (0  have  prodaeecl  tbe  same  happy  effect 
they  remained  still  hostile;  not  withstanding  u 
your  triumphs  over  them,  (hey  were  beaten,  bnt 
not  conquered ;  tbey  were  scattered,  but  not  anni- 
hilated; they  rallied  again,  and  were  afforded 
shelter  and  protection  in  Saal  and  West  Flotids, 
Spanish  neotral— neatrol,  did  1  say  9— Bpeniah 
hostile  terri(orr. 

Hr.  Chairman:  I  ear*  not  for  profeaaions 
of  nevttaliiy;  they  shall  not  impose  upon  mv 
credulity  ;  give  me  the  evidence  of  (acts  wbica 
are  not  lobe  biassed  byreir,or  infiuencoA  by 
hope;  and,  if  we  are  to  be  determined,  oi  lo  judge 
by  tbem,  Spain  was  not  neutral.  I  said,  sir,  that 
ibe  Indians  were  suffered  (o  settle  in  the  Spanish 
territory,  io  tbe  neighborhood  of  Pensaeola,  io 
West  Florida,  and  on  the  river  Appataehicola, 
and  on  a  creek  called  Yellow  Water,  in  Kaat 
Florida,  and  there  in  silence  brooded  over  imaain- 
aryevils,andmeditated  bloody  vengeanee.  Two 
civilized  barbarians,  Ambrister  and  Arbathirat, 
foreign  emissaries,  once  more  lighted  up  tbe  lordi 
of  war,  and  let  loose  upon  us  those  infuriated  bar- 
barians. In  1816,  a  boat's  crew  was  mordered, 
and  an  American  citizen  was  tarred,  feathered, 
and  burnt  to  death.  On  the  thirtieth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1817,  Lieutenant  Scott  and  Sfty  perMns,  coo- 
sistingof  men,  women,  and  children,  were  ia- 
bumanly  mnrdared,  except  s  very  few  who  were 
wounded,  but  effected  their  eseape.  On  tbe  1^ 
or  14(h  of  Mareb,  1816,  (wo  whole  familiea  on 
the  Federal roadgin the  Alabama  Territory,  were 
put  to  death.  The  next  day,  five  men.  riding 
along  a  road,  were  fired  Upon,  three  killed  aoS 
two  wounded.  Terror  and  dismay  pervaded  the 
whole  country. 

Mr.  Chairman:  War  in  its  mildest  form  is 
dreadful;  but  what  force  of  eloqaenee— what 
power  of  deseripiion,  can  give  an  adequate  idea 
of  Indiao  warfare  1  I(  is  a  war  of  extermioatiaa : 
Like  (he  lava  of  Bina,  feat  marches  before  it. 
Like  the  slorm  of  the  desert,  ruin  and  desolaiioa 
lead  up  its  dreadful  rear.  Did  yon  erer,  sir,  meet 
a  man  returning  alone  from  your  soatbern  frvB- 
tier,  who  had  moved  there  with  a  large  family  f 
With  sorrow  in  bis  face,  and  tears  in  hia  eyci^ 
he  begins  Ihe  moarnful  (al<^  but  is  unable  lo 
proceed — his  fediogs  deny  him  ulteranee.  Mr. 
Chairman;  Have  you  not  a  family?  Do  yon 
not  love  them  1  Is  it  not  for  them  thai  yoa 
wish  (o  live?    Is  it  not  for  tbem  (hat  yaa  would 
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itn  toim'i  Tke  glad  dtty,  air,  wfll  soon  arrive, 
w^n  joa  will  retnra  borne,  and  b«bald  again 
tkrwife  of  four  TMtb,  aod  yoor  cbildrcD,  ib« 
oiq«cl8  of  four  BBeedOD.  He  too  once  had  a 
Itimil)',  bat  now  tbey  are  gone ;  be  will  acTer  see 
them  more.  The  nigfat  was  gloomy ;  her  hai* 
baad,  ber  protector,  was  far  away}  the  pale  moon 
hid  her  face  behtad  the  ctoodi ;  tbe  winds  blew ; 
the  tampcM  twwled  ;  trembliag  she  presced  to 
hn  boaom  tbe  tender  objects  of  tlieirmiitaal  love. 
At  length  deatraetion  came:  the  yell  of  the  sar- 
BgeAwoke  the  sleep  of  tbe  cradle;  fire  and  the 
tamahawk  wilhont,  hurror  and  dismay  within; 
the  tender  infaiit  lifts  op  its  arms  for  protection, 
and  ra«eives  tbe  sMike  of  death,  and  the  ahriaks 
of  the  distracted  mother  are  hushed  in  everlasting 
silanec.  O  I  air.  aospeot  no  deception ;  it  is  not 
tlwptMilliBgof&aey}  itishistory.faithful  bia- 
taay,  wiittcn  in  ehanctera  of  Mood  along  yoar 
whole  eomhern  frontier. 

Pmident  WABBiNcnoit  eipeoded  a  million  of 
Bonay,  and  marched  ^leen  ikoosand  men  to  put 
down  a  partial  laantreetion,  and  eolleat  a  petty 
tRx.in  thewetterneoantiesof  Pennsylviaia.  And 
ahall  we  be  told,  that  it  ia  aneonatitutioaal,  or, 
thM  it  ia  wrong,  to  NNrch  enr  legions  to  protect 
onr  citiseos  from  the  tomahawk  and  lodiaD  sealp- 
iog  kaifcl  Bat,  ^ntlemcn  say  the  President 
baa  acted  naeoasutBtioaatly  in  marching  oor 
teoopa  Into  Spaaiifa  neotral  territory,  without  tbe 
aathority  ef  Coagreai.  Did  he  do  so  clandea- 
ttndy?  Did  he  sot,  in  his  Message,  sent  to  this 
Honae  the  S5tb  of  lest  March,  expreselr  tell  yon 
he  had  given  orders  to  that  eAet  4  Where  were 
tktn  these  seaiiBels  of  the  peoj^e's  rights — these 
gaardians  of  (he  Constitution  1  Were  they  at 
tiielr  postal  Yes,  sir,  and  wisely  legialatlng  for 
tbe  pnUie  good.  All  than  waa  right ;  not  a  word 
said  against  it.  What,  sir!  sworn  to  sopporl 
tk«  Oonstiiation ;  i<M  that  it  wu  aboai  to  be 
violated,  and  remain  atleoil'  Yes.  air,  silent— 
sUeoi  as  the  grave.  And,  as  if  fearfUl  that  the 
siBcerity  of  (Mirap|MroiMtioamig1it  beqtieatiiMied, 
voted  away  large  anma  of  the  peoi^e's  raoner  to 
mnr  on  the  very  war  which  Is  now  (be  sobject 
(rf  bCame.  And  this  seanon^r,  as  if  gentlemen 
had  coaae  in  coniMt  with  Kliaba's  bonei,  there 
ia  a  geoenl  reanteiiaiion ;  the  tocain  of  alarm 


the  PreeMent  has  aete^  aiteonstitatioDally,  and 
gloomy  prsdietioDs  are  indolged  in  abont  future 
Cmmts  and  Cramw^a,  and  the  overthrow  of 
liberty  and  eouaiitution,  in  other  days  and  times 
yet  to  eoms. 

Ur.  Chairman,  haviag  presented  to  the  atlen* 
tion  of  tbe  Ctmmiitee  theae  preliminary  obeer* 
vaiioat,  permit  roe,  before  eoieting  into  the  ia- 
Teatigation  of  the  prioeiideB  which  woold  author- 
ize the  marching  troeps  into  nentral  territory, 
and  what  branch  of  the  Oovemmeat  la  ebarged 
with  that  power,  to  inqaire  into  the  character  of 
the  Indiana  with  whom  we  have  been  lately  in 
oanflicl;  which  eharaetSTjif  eorreeUyaacertaiaed, 
will  serve  to  elDcidMe,in  some  measure,  the  snb- 
jtet  of  dtsetueion  now  before  ni. 

Aa  honorable  gentloBan  from  Masaaebaieiia , 
15th  Com.  Sd  Sen.— 86 


haa  said  they  poesess  a  plenimde  of  sovereignty 
in  war,  and  a  qualified  aoTereigaty  in  peace.  Tbe 
honorable  Speaker  allows  them  only  a  qualified 
sovereignty  in  every  condition.  It  is  alone  the 
proud  prerogaiire  of  genius  and  talents  lo  deter- 
~'~~  between  the  opinions  of  honorable  gentle- 


of  their  country.  I  shall  content  myself  with 
observing,  and  in  doing  of  which,  I  cherish  the 
hope  I  shall  be  pardoned,  that  those  bonoiable 
gentlemen  err  in  atiacbiog  ideas  of  sovereignty 
to  Indians  in  forei^  coaniries,  which  are  only 
correct  when  applied  to  those  within  oar  own 
jurisdiction.  Over  the  Utter,  we  exercise  partial 
sovereignly  ;  we  have  prescribed  the  mode,  and 
to  whom  alone  they  can  sell  their  lands,  and  bare 
denied  to  them  the  right  of  trading  with  any 
other  people  than  ourselves.  Over  the  former, 
ve  have  no  conlro),  and  being  without  our  ju- 
risdiction, are,  in  relation  lo  ns,  as  free  and  inde- 
pendent as  any  other  nation  whomsoever;  and 
we  are  not  anthorized  to  deny  them  sovereignty 
becaose  (bey  ate  few  in  number,  or  inhabit  a 
small  territory,  no  more  than  we  would  be  to  sa^ 
a  dwarf,  when  arrived  at  tbe  age  of  matariiy,  is 
not  a  man  because  be  is  not  is  big  as  a  giant ;  and 
if  they  are  a  foreign  and  sovereign  people,  in  re*, 
ktion  to  OS,  how  can  genitemen  deny  us  the  right, 
when  they  make  war  upon  as,  to  march  into  their 
possessions  and  attack  inem  ?  Bnt,  sir,  I  am  wit- 
ling to  admit,  thii,  in  relation  to  Spain,  eo  ht 
from  being  sovereign,  they  are  bei  subjects  fu& 
modo.  I  will  go  farther,  and  eay,  considering  tbe 
Spanish  Oovernment  despotic,  under,  which  her 
snbjeets  bare  no  tights,  and,  according  to  tbe 
laws  of  nations,  tbe  Indians  are  hei  very  slaves. 
It  is  their  character  and  condition  under  ihe  laws 
of  nations,  that  I  wish  to  consider.  In  the  latter 
end  of  tbe  fourteen  ih,  and  in  tbe  fineentb  century, 
the  Popes  of  Rome  assumed  to  themseltes  pata> 
mount  aothorily.  not  only  in  spiritual,  but  tem- 
poral things.  They  declared,  ibai  tbe  whole 
earth  waa  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  and  that 
they  were  his  successors  and  heirs.  And  Ward, 
ia  his  inquiry  into  tbe  foundation  and  history  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  in  Europe,  says :  "  The  right 
'  wasassamed  by  the  christian  natioDsof  reducing 
'  to  their  obedience,  for  tbe  sake  of  convcTting 
'  them,  all  people  wiio  professed  a  faiib  diffi:rent 
'  fVoro  tbett  own  ;  tbe  tyranny  and  injustice  of 
'  the  Spaniards,  towards  the  American  nations, 
'  weredefendeduponihisgroand,and  every  inves- 
*  tigator  of  tbe  affairs  of  Europe  has  been  struck 
'  with  those  rrmarkable  grants  made  by  the  Holy 
'  See  to  Portugal  and  Spain  of  alt  the  coontries 
'  they  should  discorer ;  the  one  to  the  East  and 
'  tbe  other  to  the  West,  Other  States,  if  tiMy 
'  did  not  follow  tbe  Spaniards  in  the  extremes  of 
'  cruelties,  al  least  proceeded,  in  the  discoveries 
'  they  made  in  the  new  world,  upon  tbe  same 
'  principles."  Tbe  grant  made  by  Henry  the 
Sevenin  to  John  Calwt  and  bis  soas  wat  opon  the 
~  ~  ~  piinciple.    "  In  like  manner,  a  patent  was 


iiuiET  Oilbert,  aathorizing  him  to  diaeorei,  And. 
search  (Jut,  and  view,sach  remote,  htathett  ana 
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'  AorAoroH*  tandt,  eouniriM  aad  lerritorisc,  iM 
'ac((ull]r  powMwd  or  anr  cbrutiui  ptinee  or 
'  people  i  >ad  be,  hii  hcin  and  MNgu,  ar«  to  have, 
'  kold,  oceupr,  and  enjoy  (be  Mme,  with  alt  tbeir 
'  eommodiliei,  inrudictioos  and  roralliM." 

OenUeaieD,  Mr.  ChMrman,  ta«r  regard  tbr 
dootcin*  B>  tbey  please,  but  they  would  Btoriftoe 
tkoHsande  of  lires,  and  role  milliona  of  HMwey, 
to  defend  lights  for  whicb  they  can  ehewnotilliar 
ailboritf  than  the  lairi  of  natiooi  esubUihed  in 
ijie  fourteenth  cenlurjr  bf  the  sutborit;  of  the 
Popes.  Yoa  uy,  tir,  in  eonnoo  parUnoe^  thai 
the  ocean  ii  the  highiMf  of  nations  From 
vheoce  then  da  yoa  derive  ezeliuire  jnriediaiioa 
to  a  marine  league  frooi  your  ehoteii  Did  yoa 
ioheiit  it  hy  descent,  or  did  you  eonqoer  it  froiB 
the  wind  end  the  warai?  Again,  eir,  ii  U  eaid, 
tb«t.in  a  (late  of  nature,  ma  and  ooeupwioa  j|iv« 
a  rigbl  toecil,  and,  in  a  state  of  tooicty,  pwnBaae 
and  conqaeit.  Id  what  era  of  your  binary  did 
ibe  ttar-apanxled  bannei  fioat  in  ptotid  irtinph 
over  thoee  vaet  regione  to  the  weU?  Or  in  what 
dieceHoue  battle  were  the  libeitie*  of  tbaae  iuui«' 
Tvna  tribe*  of  Indiana  beyond  the  Uittina^ 
oloTen  down,  and  ibey  acBBowlkdged  yoa  para- 
mount lord?  Wber^  lir,  ia  the  treaty  whUb 
baa  recorded  your  parcbasel  Or  tba  erideoce 
"which  can  tell  of  your  oceapatioDT  So  far  fiMB 
there  being  any  conqueai,  purebaee,  ooeapatioa, 
or  even  viuiatioo,  that  onr  Ceromiseioaers,  who 
made  the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  altnongli 
wise  men,  could  not  tell  us  wheilier  the  forly- 
sinib  deoree  of  north  latitude,. whicb  is  ibareiu 
aaid  to  be  oar  northern  boundary,  is  aortit  or 
•oath  of  tbe  moii  ooithweit  point  of  the  Lake  of 
ibe  Woode.  We  deny  the  authority,  yet  wil- 
lisgly  partake  of  alJ  the  bene&u  reeuliing  ftom 
the  law.  Aad,  sir,  sball  it  be  a  owtier  of  surprise 
if  those  aatlona  who  acknowledge  the  snpremacy 
of  tbe  Pope,  should  act  agreeable  to,  and  olaim 
tba  benefit*  of,  this  law.  And  I  contend,  sir, 
IB  the  spirit  of  this  law  Spain  eoade  and  ratified 
ibe  treaty  of  1795.*  acting  under  the  iDfluanoa  of 
the  opinion  that  tbe  Indian*  within  her  jurisdic- 
tion were  not  only  nnder  her  moral  but  physical 
eoerclDn.  In  this  point  of  view  their  act*  a 
tbe  acts  of  Spain,  and  ou^bt  to  be  repelled 
tiuh.  This  character  of  identity  is  remlered 
eomjilsie  when,  witl^  the  principle  1  hare  been 
•adeavoring  lo  bring  to  the  alieotion  of  the  Com' 
miuee,  we  combine  the  fact  that  Spain  supplied 

■  "  Abt.  ft.  Tbe  two  bigb  conlracling  partis*  *hBU, 
by  all  the  means  in  their  powar,  msiDlain  peace  r— ' 
barmonr  among  tbe  seversl  Indian  nation*  who 
habit  tbe  eonntrj  sdjaceDl  to  the  line*  and  riv 
which,  by  the  prwediDg  srticlei,  forms  the  bonnduies 
of  the  two  Floridas,  And  the  b«(lei  to  abUin  this 
efiect,  both  pirtte*  obtige  thcmselvea  eiprenly  to  n- 
•train,  by  force,  all  boatilitles  on  tbe  pttl  of  tbe  Indian 
nation*  \i-ntig  within  their  boandsry;  m>  that  Spain 
win  not  aa&T  her  Indiaiieta  attack  the  dlina*  of  tbe 
Unitad  States,  nor  the  Indiaas  inhabiting  tiieir  terri- 
tory ;  nor  will  the  United  Stales  permU  the  U*t  nsa* 
tioned  Indian*  ta  cwtaMoea  heetilitiea  against  the 
anigeel*  of  hi*  Cmhalie  Ha)a*^,  dr  hi*  Indiana,  in  any 
maqufr  wbaUTer." 


tbne  boatiie  IndiaiM  with  provBionaaarf  M«ai- 
lione  of  war.  The  exiatenoe  of  such  a  priootfila 
being  eetnhljihed,  tha  applieation  of  it  to  Bpua 
i«  correot ;  for  Ward,  in  hia  aaaonti  valuae,  pag* 
66,  says,  "  it  ia'  *tili  a  reeeirad  doctrine  anoag 
those  who  soboiit  to  the  esiabllahment  of  the  in- 
quisitioo."  Having  endeavored  to  pro**  that  we 
bad  a  tight  to  eater  the  Floridaa  in  sdMcAnoe, 
from  tbe  oonsideration  of  the  reUtion  eJ'  the  In- 
dian*  to  u*  as  a  foreign  Power,  and  their  tefauivi 
to  Spain  as  subjeets  or  ilava*,  I  proeeod  bmt  to 
deduee  the  saiae  right  from  our  rekliMa  with 
Spain.  The  Uwa  of  nttioiu  spc«k  of  obligWi— a 
impetreci  and  perfect ;  aad  eoiraapoBdiof  natdt* 
ing  righto  whieb  are,  as  iha  o«ae  mtf  be.  ienper- 
feet  or  per&cL  Smj  Bttion,  bf  the  Uwa  of 
naiioos,  is  under  an  inpaufopt  obUgBtiaii  t*  pte- 
veot  her  neutral  Uiritory  fna  betog  e '"* 
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nation,  she  iunre  n  perfieet  ooligiii—  i»  save 
buialees  from  RaaayaiwoMiiijnTy  thsauffcbar- 
ioc  nelMB ;  •ttd  ■  Mrie        "  '   '  ~~'~ 

Miua  to  the  n 

tiOB,  t 

"••'IT  «  .  .  _ 

save  us  harmlesa  froea  tbe  dcpeedaltona  of  ito 
loilutn*  within  her  territory  ;  fromt  whkb  &  eot- 
rei^ndent  perfeU  right  haa  reatdud  to  as  ef  a»- 
curiiy.  A«d  1  eoatand  that  if  S^n  f«I*  in  tha 
performaooe  of  ber  perfoei  nhlyaiina.  tlwl  failoM 
doe*  nat  iavolve  a  foifeiMra  otour r^bt of  aeea- 
rity  as  a  natioD.  And  I  fttrthar  coaiead,  that 
soma  one  of  the  braaebe*  of  oor  Ooreiwaaeat  is 
vested  with  lb*  power  to  puraae  and  obtain 
(wiibin  the  liwls  praserlfaad  by  law  aad  iba 
Constilttiioa)  all  the  richle  aad  baacAK  at  aaea- 
ritv  as  a  natioe  to  wbicb  W«  aie,  or  may  be  ea- 
titled  by  the  taws  ot  nanena,  iaWTBalianal  or 
muaioi^  law.  To  wbicb  braaab  of  the  Oo*- 
eeatnant  ancb  |Mwer  beieaga  I  ahaU  praaeolJr 
iaquirej  but  It  is  aot  bow  ute  au^aai  of  ray  ia- 
quiry.  For  I  hav«  bean  iaqatciagi  and  atiU  wish 
to  be  uadarMoad  as  ooafiaiac  lay  iaqairiea  ta 
ihoaa  fdaeiples  which  give  .one  sation  tbe  right 
of  eoterJDC  ih«  (erfitaai  of  aaoihar  laiiaa.  Bat, 
Mr,  Chainaai^  befoie  I  pieaead  tetha^  1  wiah 
iQ  dedunc  aa  argmnaal  froM  thaptineiple  wluah 
I  laai  preaentad  to  ih*  altantioa  of  this  Camrail- 
tee,  for  tbe  purpose  of  obviating  an  ot(ieeliaK 
made  by  an  boaoitWe  gcMletBaa  fraoi  New 
York.    Ha  said  we  MigAt  to  hare  givea  aaiae* 


Indian  depredationa,  beCoia  we  ahattkl  bava  ua- 
dertaken  to  bare  righted  eureelvea. 

That  hoaoiaUe  gendeaaan  wiU  pardon  me  » 
thinkiaa  hija  inoortaci.  The  Untied  Stateaware 
under  no  obligaiioa,  by  tha  law*  of  nation^  to 

!;ive  notice  to  Spaio,  and  raqaite  of  her  iba  per- 
brmance  of  the  treaty  of  1705.  Tbe  lawi  of 
natioaa,  Mr.  Cbaiman,  laaogaiae  priaaiples  «n- 
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(MEWspttidtBg  ligbUi  £«ah  ailio*  m  uider  in 
iriiliMiioa,  by  ih«  lawa  of  aaiioiu,  qoi  ti>  ss&r 
Mfllnar  ouioo  to  oeeupjr  her  urritoir  for  the 
purpose  of  ui&oyiBg  t  tbiid  mdiw.  Tbis  oUi- 
gUioQ,  however,  ia  aa  imiierfeet  ona,  beauw 
H«b  nitron  has  iiill  ike  vMiiioo  u  it  rwlaUa  to 
»n|r  pailioalmr  Slate  or  DBtian,  to  pennit  the  w- 
ospalioD  or  not,  at  beat  raits  her  iKtemt.  Moiice 
ia  awh  a  oaaa  ic  reqahite  to  uoailaiit  w^Uier 
the  aMiofL  pefmittiag  the  ocenpuioa  inianda  to 
pmail  III  lartJur  crotiDuanoa^  B«tt  wham  oBa 
■utiioa  baa  aatered  inta  a  loJamK  inaijr  to  pre- 
veM  Mcb  oenuatiui,  or  to  ]^*eiii  aar  iDinrr  (o 
a  thiid  natian  tnm  mA  ocaapadoft,  sne  Htefeby 
iBDUfi  whM  is  called,  bp  ih>  lam  of  iwliotis,  a 
paibet  tMigaiion :  tbai  it,  bat  diteretioni  i«  do- 
tamiined,  mid  aha  caniiM  be  soppaaed  lo  e«ter- 
tMD  a»  oifaei  rolitioB  in  Mlaiion  to  tba  ^Moei*- 
iau  of  tha  maljr,  ihaa  that  Bi|Kat*ad  ii  the 
inMj'.  To  give  bar  aMioe,  iheo,  thu  airenv- 
itaffd,  aad  reiHUre  bv  to  pet  focn  aa  aei  wUeh 
tke  had,  by  Mlesm  titMri  ^"^^  J"^  ■)>*  weald 
"  "  "  )  me  to  De  inparflaoiu. 


I  tap 


"The  perfleot  obli^puiaa 
■    ■'*  op 
Met 


giTOft  to  the  oppasile  part^  the  right  of 
'  ""    "'^"  '~ ~ief feet  obligatwa  gives  hiin 


'•9*puli 

'  Milr  ■  tight  to  atk.' 

Tbe  saiaa  priaeiple  it  leoogaised  by  iha  mnni- 
oifwl  law.  A  contract*  with  B  to  pay  B  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  mracy  at  a  pankulM  day.  A  then- 
by  inoais  a  (wrfect  oUigaiioa,  imd  a  perfect  eor- 
TespoDdiag  ligbt  rciollt  to  B  for  ito  pcrfomanee. 
If  A  fails  to  petforoi  his  coQtMct,  B  hat  a  pu^ot 

_;_L.  . 1 .jj  ^ufaj^   i^   pj,. 


impubory  procea 
And  DO  jndge  « 


fotaunoe. 

a  motioa  fot  a  noatai't  beoanse  B  had  not 

A,  aad  reqaited  hira  to  ^fo 

bare  oercr  undenuwd,  sir,  Au  Sftia  baseeu- 

idaiaed  of  the  want  of  aoliee;  and  I  ehooU  be 

awiy  to  brer  it^for  tfketeUeDiacthi^exitemely 

tibgraciaaa  in  the  iilea  for  Spain  to  require  the 

United  Suiet  to  spend  Hvoral  menibi  in  bag- 

giDg  her  i0  peafOrH  a  aoleiDn  tteaiy,  aad,  in  the 

otaaatiinc,  to  leave  her  eUineni  enpoeed  to  tbe 

Uoedy  reageanM  «f  infnriated  barbnriaat. 

I  now  again  proceed  in  tbe  iaTestigatian  of 
tbeae  pfiocipleB  whieb  anthorine  one  natian  to 
eater  tbe  Urriurr  of  naMhw  natien.  In  pnisa- 
afecc  of  which,  1  lay  it  down  at  an  atMunfaed 
principle,  bhnl  the  laws  of  ontions  and  nutnioipal 
lam,  wbwb  are  mala  pnkMta,  are  dednecA  Horn 
the  eternal  tnlee  of  right  iwd  wroagt  '"d  aigue, 
that,  by  tbe  laws  of  natioa,  one  natnn  baan  tbe 
sane  Jclatiao  to  aaoHwr  naiidB  as,  by  montelpal 
lair,  a  soTcreign  State  does  to  an  indiridaai  of 
that  State;  and  if  a  torereigo  State,  in  tbe  pnr- 
sait  of  an  ladtTidaal  who  has  eamtaitted  a  crime, 
can,  by  iu  offieen,  enter  tha  priraie  poeseaiiaai 
of  an  indiridnal  and  apprehend  the  offiindef,  to, 
by  the  laws  of  naiieos,  is  it  right  for  oae  nation 
to  eater  the  tenitoiy  of  anaiber  nation  in  the 
poraaitofa  third  offending  nation,  who  it  afforded 
sheller  and  aid  in  a  neutral  territory.  Again:  a 
bet  bears  tbe  tame  relation  ton  aatwn  as  a  bofise 
daatteaDindiridoal;  and  theyat«  tagaided  ae 


citad^  oi  planet  of  lafeky,  to  the  fotOMr  >■  Widl 
ae  to  the  laueributy  let  ti  be  renembeted,  that 
they  aie  snared  only  bo  long  aa  ibey  am  mad  Sot 
placeaof  drfeacej  and,  if  it  is  rigkt  fer  a  aam- 
'  [a  Slate,  ia  the  piuniit  of  acuttioal  who  it 

tuded  tbellat  in  a  il«dlii>g<-boaie,  net  only  to 
enter  the  prettiset.  bat  to  break  down  erenootcc 
doott,  and  drag  hum  from  tbeace,  *o  it  in  tigkt 
Ibt  ^  aavMBiM  StaMj  not  only  to  eUat  tbe  ter- 
riMry,  htti  tte  ftrtt,  of  awMber  taeetei^  Slate, 
in  ]Mrenit  nf  a  boMile  (fading  oailon  l^atis 
aStrded  thcber,  aii^  or  prateeiion,  in  tbe  unical 
lettitory  or  forte.  Fo>  the  law  of  nalieBi  de- 
clMCt:  "Tina  if  toy  aeigbbei  affords  a  rtlient 
'  to  n.y  enemiae,  wnen  dSfeoded  and  ton  mnek 
'  we^eaed  ta  cseav*  me,  aad  allowi  ttBae  to  m- 
'  eOTit  add  wMci  a  faroraUe  eppoHnnity  ot 
'  nnking:  a  taeeBd  attack  on  my  lenilotyi  tUe 
'  condaat,  so  pnjndiqiat  te  nty  lamy  «nd'  iots- 
'  cat,  wonU  be  ineoiapaiitde  with  nenUaUifi  I^ 
'  iberefore,  ny  eoeny,  on  snfiering  a  diaaoarania, 
'  ratreai  inU  ha  oOttntry,  altbongh  ahmity  ww 
'  mat  tdlaw  ma  to  refosa  Um  penOiaelaii  lepaaa 
'  Insecneity.  be  ia  boand  to  mnka  tbenooatiMW 
'  their  matoli  beyaod  bit  frantietsaseaon  napee- 
'  fiblct  and  atK  anffcr  tbera  to  remnitt  in  bit  Wt- 
'  rito^  On  ibe  wmloh  for  a  canrenient  opportu- 
'  nily  to  attank  me  eaea ;  oikerwtte  be  givet  me 
'  a  tight  to  entei  hit  eomtry  in  paraaU  of  ibeaa." 
And  I  eontend,  npan  tbe  tame  principle,  ikat 
similar  ooodnol  voaLd  gin  a  rig^I  ta  eMH  s 
foit  Do  gMUlenan  reqnbv  tha  prodnclioM  mS 
the  faett  wueb  begat  tbe  neeetutr  tor  odi  aareb- 
iag  into  neattal  tcniloey  and  t^ng  pokaemon 
of  forts  belanging  to  another  nation,  and  Wbieh 
only  oKQ  operata  out  juttifieation  1 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  only  to  rcpet  that  they 
are  to  oamaroDs.  Wiiboot  adrertiag  to  iboa* 
in  the  Iau  war  between  Great  Britain  aad  this 
country,  is  it  not  notorious,  sir,  that  the  ladiane 
wcM  aJmost  in  ihe  continBal  babil  of  itcalina 
[NKiperty  from  our  citizens,  and,  when  pamen, 
wonld  retire  into  this  aeutinl  territory,  and  there 
tell  it,  in  the  faee  of  open  day,  a(  Pensaeola  aad 
at  Um  fort  of  Sl.Marktl  Is  it  net  a  naloriow 
faetj  that  ikey  murdered  Lienienant  SsMt  and 
the  meet  of  hupany,  ooatiiiugof  HieD,voflien, 
and  children;  that  they  tuudered  llie  wkole 
new  of  a  boat  axuept  oae,  aad  him  they  tarred, 
fstbeicd,  and  bvru  to  deaibl  Did  not  tbe  In- 
diaie  Nnelly  nnrder  whole  faaiillas,  and  then 
W4>atd  retira  iato  this  said  neatral  l«nii«ry  with 
imponiiyl  Is  it  not  a  notorious  tact,  laat,  in 
ibit  tame  territory,  called  neUial.  were  firand 
fifiy  fteeh  saalps  in  oae  place,  and  tunc  hnndted 
more  were  Buspended  on  a  pole  at  anolber?  Is 
it  not  a  notorious  fact,  that  the  ladiant,  aatoein- 
ted  wiLh  Ambrister,  held  couneile  of  war  in  Fort 
St.  blatks,  a  Spanish  neuiral  fort?  Did  not  Oov- 
emor  Maaot  iaform  Qenenl  Jackton  that  the 
Indians  intended  occupTing  it7  Is  it  not  a  no- 
lorioiu  fact,  that  largo  hordes  of  indiaoa  lay  at 
and  near  Pentaciria  and  the  Fort  St.  Carloe  Ba?- 
ranaai ;  that  they  were  fed  by  the  Spaaiaids^  and 
lapplied  with  mnnitions  of  war  from  ihe  Kia^s 
aiore  1    Alter  the  defeat  «f  the  Indinu  by  UaiK 
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ToRan  Dear  Peuieola,  w«r«  th«  Indiwu  not 
ferried  in  QoTcramcDl  TsaMla  icrow  tko  bar,  U 
Mean  than  from  iajniT  ?  Did  not  the  Spa 
GoTernor,  in  the  eapimuitioii  for  the  Mine 
of  the  Fott  St.  Catloa  BaraneiB.  tKkl  fen  the 
fsfety  and  impunity  of  a  ooted  laaiaa  chief,  then 
■eeured  in  the  fort;  and,  aAer  ila  ■arrender,  wa* 
not  a  wounded  lodjta  carried  ont  of  it?  Are 
we  AmericBB*,  and  are  theM  facta  not  enmigh? 
Or  do  feDtlemen  reqaire  oar  whole  Boathera 
froDtiet  to  be  laid  waale  with  Ore  and  aword  be- 
fore the  BeeenilT  wonld  Im  anfficient  to  joatify 
oar  mareliiag  into  Bentral  territory  lo  pot  down 
mn^  there  ahellereil,  and  who  have  marderad 
<HiT  eUiseiM  1  If  we,  Mr.  Chairman,  who  are  at 
a  diilaaee,  feel  for  oor  injured  coaotry,  what 
moat  hare  been  the  feelinga  of  Oeaerat  Jaokaoa, 
who  waaan  eye-wilneu  to  thoca  iraaaactiona  1 

I  proceed  now,  air,  to  iaqnire  what  branch  of 
the  GoTerniPtBt  pcaieaeea  the  power  of  oecnciDg 
the  lawa  and  repelling  invaaioii.  By  the  foar- 
leenih  ipeeifleation  in  the  Sth  lection  of  the  lat 
article  of  the  CoaatJIatkni  of  the  Daiied  Butea, 
CoBgreaa  hai  power  "  to  provide  for  eallinf  fonti 
the  militia  to  execute  the  lawa  of  (ha  Ui 
annrtaaiBantrceiioD,aBdi«pelinTaiion(."  What 
power  haa  Congreaa  byibia  preriaion  1  I  bd- 
Bwer,  no  other  power  than  to  proride  for  calling 
fortb  the  mililiaforihe  pafpoaeacrprmediBthe 
qwcifioatioa.  The  militia  ia  the  emeient  power 
to  exeoate  the  lawa,  Ac.  Whe  comnaDda  (hem 
whed  in  iheaerrice  of  the  United  Sutee?  Not 
Congtaaa,  bai  the  PreaidcDt  of  the  Uni(ed  Stale*; 
be  eomnanda,  directa,  and  controls  them.  It  ia 
the  Preiideai,  then,  that  ia  anihorised  to  execate 
the  lawa.  anpprcaa  inaorrection,  and  repel  iora- 
aiona.  Again, air,  the  Conslitution  of  the  United 
Statea  charges  the  President  to  "  lake  care  that 
the  law*  be  fafthfolly  executed."  Laws  do  not 
merely  mean  law  iaternationat  or  mnoioipa),  bat 
also  national  law;  for  the  nioib  specifieatioa  of 
the  8lh  section  of  (he  lat  article  of  the  Constito- 
tion  of  the  United  Blalaa  speaks  of  "  ofieaces 
againat  the  laws  of  nations,"  thereby  recogoisiog 
the  exiMcnee  of  the  laws  of  nations  as  part  M 
the  laws  of  the  land.  The  Presidentof  (he  Uni- 
ted State*  ia  execaior  of  all  law*  ander  the  Con- 
atltotion  ;he  ia  therefore  anthorized,  under  certain 
eircamstanees  ioTolring  self-ilefeBce,  and  in  that 
case  onli',(oenlerneairal  teriiiory.  Lamentable, 
indeed,  Mr.  Cbairman,  would  be  our  ^(aatioB,  if 
(he  President  had  not  Ihe  power,  in  adf-defeace, 
of  porsninf  an  enemy  into  neatral  territory.  A 
mere  baadilli  might  istue  from  foreign  tetrilorjr, 
comqiit  murder  and  depredationa  upon  roar  cili- 
zena,  and  retire  back  with  imponiir.  These  de- 
piedationa  mast  be  eodnred,  or  Congress  mast 
inlerfere.  It  might  not  be  expedient  to  go  to 
war;  bat  I  contend,  that  if  Coagrcst,  which  is 
the  war-making  power,  should  authorixe  by  law 
any  act  of  riolence  in  a  foreign  territory,  modify 
the  phraseologv  aa  youpleaae.  it  would  be  a  dec- 
laration of  public  war.  Under  auoh  dociriaea, 
ibe  only  attcrnatire  left  us  is  public  war,  pre- 
Micd  or  not  prepared,  or  to  suffer  out  oiiicens  to 
be  Bordered  with  i(Dpaniiy.    But  1  contend,  sir. 


that  the  Pfcaident  was  aalborixed,  by  yaw  ami 
aoihority,  which  b  Ihe  war-makiag  power,  lodo 
what  he  did  do.  The  aei  "  eniitWd  an  act  to 
proride  for  eaillng  forth  the  militia  to  rnel  ia> 
rasioD,"  Ac.,  poaeed  the  28ih  February,  1795,  ia, 
ia  my  eatimation,  a  Maudinr  declaration  of  de- 
fnairawar  against  the  lodtana;  and  the  Preai- 
denl  ia  aa  maeh  bound  to  obey  it  aa  he  waa  the 
kct  declaring  war  againol  Oreat  Britain.  That 
net  declare*,  "  that  wfaeoerer  the  United  Btatea 
'  ahall  be  iaraded,  or  be  in  inmiBeot  daunr  of 
'  inrasion  from  any  fiueign  oaiioD  or  IndisB 
'  tribe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  (be  Pre«d«n(  of  tbo 
'  United  State*  to  call  fbnh  each  Bamber  of  the 

■  militia  of  the  State  or  State*  moat  cooreaieBt 

■  to  the  place  of  danger  or  scene  of  action,  aa  ha 
'  mar  jiidge  neeeaaary,  to  repel  sneh  iaradon." 
By  this  act,  the  Presideat  ia  aa(hori»ti  not  onlr 
(o  repel  acdtal  iBvaaon,  bnt  also  the  capacity  or 
power  of  inraaion ;  foe  tbc  word  imminent  caa- 
not  mean  actual  innaian,  bat  doea  mean,  if  it 
mean*  anything,  the  powei  or  capacity  to  inrade. 
To  *(Kngihen  and  coafina  the  eorrectBew  of 
this  coDstToetion,  let  a*  for  a  moneni  adrert  to 
fit*!  principle*.  The  first  doty  impoaed  upon 
inan,  in  erery  stage  of  his  ezisteaee,  u  preaerra- 
tion.  In  a  s(aie  of  na(are,  he  ia  trader  bo  oecea- 
aity  to  wait  until  he  iaahoi  down  before  he  voold 
be  jnatified  ia  malung  reaistance ;  neither  i*  he, 
in  a  atate  of  aocieir ;  for  if  hta  antagonist  as- 
aames  aa  attitada  oi^drfenoe,  speaks  the  language 
of  menace,  and  ia  in  striking  distance,  be  is  an- 
thorixed  to  strike  firat,  and  ia  under  no  obligation 
to  wait  until  be  reeeirea  the  blow  which  might 
incapacitate  hint  from  resiMance.  The  saioe 
duty  is  also  of  ptioMry  obligation  to  nation*; 
&Bd,  in  priaciple,  it  maUera  not  whc(her  the  ex- 
istence of  an  indiridual  or  that  of  a  natioa  ia  in 
danger  ;  for  aoeiciy  is  under  as  solemn  ohIigaliaB 
to  goaranty  exiatcace  (o  c«e  a*  (o  ihe  other.  I 
contend,  the*,  (ba^  by  the  proriaiona  of  (bia  law, 
nay,  by  the  proriaioas  of  all  lawa,  both  hamaa 
and  divine,  liie  Pre*iden(  waa  anthorized  lo  put 
dowBj  not  only  actual  inraiioa,  bat  the  power  of 
iaranon,  lei  it  haflten  or  exist  whea  and  whera 
it  mtghli  and,  cooaideriBg  the  aiode  of  ladiaa 
wai£ue,ool  merely  nation  agaiuM  natitHi  or  anny 
agaiaai  army,  ba[  indiridual  agaiast  iadiridnaf, 
that  the  princii^  would  extend  loenbrace  the 
capacity  ctf  inraaion  upon  iny  acale,  small  or 
extensire.  Bat  I  bay  not  to  be  misunderstood  ; 
fori  wish (0 he eooaidarod 88 alloaringthia power 
to  (he  Prcaidcnt  only  in  ease  of  self-defence ;  one 
step  beyond  that  would  make  him  the  aggressor, 
and  wonld  be  an  aaaamption  of  the  war-mahiag 

Kwer,  whieh  belonga  only  to  Congreaa.  The 
taident  of  (be  United  Statea  being  (hna  prorea 
to  pos*ea*  (be  power  (o  execute  the  laws,  a  por- 
(ion  of  (bis  power  wasimparled  to  Oeueral  Jack- 
son in  relation  lo  the  Semioole  war.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  a  letter  vriuen  to  OorerBor 
Bibb,  isya  that  Qeneial  Jaekaon  was  reeled  with 
diacreiionary  power*  in  reladon  to  the  Seminole 
war  I  and  we  all  know,  from  (he  high  and  di*- 
tinguiahed  character  of  that  officer,  (bat  he  woaU 
Barer  condescend  to  stale  a  fact  in  the  leoal  da> 
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gne  differeat  from  whit  it  was.  ThU  sappoii- 
(iDn  of  power  is  corroborated  from  tbe  consider- 
Btioo,  that  Qeoeral  JaektOD,  ia  a  letter  to  tbe 
Secretary  of  War  after  the  capture  of  the  Fort 
of  8(.  Marks,  informs  him,  inat  he  had  acted 
agreeable  to  ide  orders  of  the  President;  which 
assertion  we  cannot  snppose  the  General  would 
hare  made,  unless  he  was  warranted  in  doing  so 
bf  his  instructions. 

The  taking  of  the  Danish  fleet  bf  the  British 
liu  been  adrerled  to^  and  we  have  been  ttiumph- 
antljr  told,  that  the  features  of  the  capture  of  the 
DOata  of  St.  M&rks,  Fensacola,  and  Sl  Carlos 
Barancas,  correspond  with  those  of  the  capture 
of  the  Danish  fleet  at  Copenhagen,  and  that  we 
cannot  consisleDlIy  approve  of  the  conduct  of 
Oeneral  Jackson  and  condemn  that  of  the  British. 
The  facts  of  the  two  cases,  Mr.  Chairman,  are 
Teiy  dissimilar.  Let  gentlemen  adrert  to  the 
historr  of  the  captoie  of  tbe  Danish  fleet  by  the 


British.    Were  ihe  French  fed  bv  tbe  Danes,  or 

f.  _:  ..i_.-.L -----of  war  from  the  Kini"! 

t  depredations  on   tne 


fDmisbed  with 
alorel    Did  they 

£iiglish  coasLand  were  thejr  aAorded  shelter  anil 
proieciion  in  Danish  neutral  terrilorf  1  Or  was 
•ny  eridence  ever  furnished  to  the  world  that 
they  intended  to  seize  the  Danish  fleet  1  It 
is  trae,  they  had  orerrnn  Italjr  and  conquer- 
ed  the  Netherlands.  Hamburgh  bad  sHbmitted 
to  their  authority,  and  tiie  city  of  Lnbeek  was  in 
their  possession.  Bui  we  mtist  not  forget  their 
dangec  The  empire  of  Oermaof  Ujr  on  their 
rear,  and  the  battle  of  Jana  had  not  yet  prostrated 
tbe  power  of  Prnssia.  In  front,  the  lake  of  Ln- 
beck  and  East  sea  presented  physical  obstructions 
to  their  obuining  their  object.  If  they  lamed  to 
the  left,  they  had  to  encounter  the  passage  of  the 
Little  and  Great  Belt ;  and,  could  they  have 
marched  upon  Copenhiseu,  the  fleet  might  hare 
sailed  np  the  Sound  and  escaped  into  tbe  Catie- 

St.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  possible, 
t  not  probable,  that  the  French  could  hare 
seized  the  Danish  fleet,  and,  without  which  pro- 
iMbiUiy,  where  was  tbe  necessii;^  for  the  British 
to  make  the  seizure  1  The  necessity  was  not  real 
bnt  ficlitioDs ;  it  was  not  predicated  upon  facts, 
but  existed  only  in  conjeciare.  In  relation  to  tbe 
capture  of  St.  Merks,  Fensacola,  and  St.  Carlos 
Barancas^  by  General  Jackson,  it  is  unnecessary 
a^ain  to  repeal  the  facts  which  begat  the  neces- 
sity to  make  it ;  they  were  not  merely  conjectu- 
ral, but  had  actually  occurred  and  produced  a 
necessity  highly  imperatife.  The  case  of  the 
capture  of  the  Danish  fleet  fails  in  the  compari- 
son, and  rurnisbes  no  ground  of  illustration. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  General  Jackson,  in 
causing  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  to  be  executed, 
acted  incorrectly,  and  eren  his  reasoning  has  been 
considered  wrong.  I  disclaim,  Mr.  ChairinBD, 
having  anything  to  do  with  his  reasoning,  and  it, 
upon  investintion,  I  find  his  conduct  correct,  I 
shall  be  satisfied.  I  wonld  do  great  injustice  to 
my  feelings,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  criminality 
of  the  conduct  of  those  men,  did!  not  express  my 
extreme  regret  thai  they  were  executed.  Think- 
ing, however,  as  I  do,  that  Qeneral  Jackson  had 


the  power,  as  commander,  to  put  them  to  death, 
and  having  exerted  that  power,  no  doubt  as  he 
thought  for  the  Q;ood  of  his  country,  I  aequiesee. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  they  were  spies,  in 
which  case  they  ought  to  bare  been  tried  by  a 
court  martial,  furnished  with  the  grounds  of  their 
accusation,  and  coufronied  with  the  witnesses. 
They  were  foreigners,  witboat  our  territory,  owed 
this  Government  no  allegiance,  either  local  or 
general,  and  could  therefore  not  be  put  to  death 
for  high  treason.  And  our  courts  for  the  pnnisb- 
ment  of  crimes  on  land  could  not  take  cognizance 
of  their  acts,  however  criminal,  because  ihey  were 
perpetrated  in  a  foreign  country  and  out  of  their 
jnmdiclion.  Nor  were  they  put  to  death  to 
satiate  crnelly  or  gratify  a  malignaiit  spirit  of 
revenge,  bnt  as  subjects  of  retaliation,  and,  in  ter- 
rorem,  to  prevent  other  foreigners  from  identi- 
fving  themselves  with  the  Indians  and  exciting 
tnem  to  mordet  and  rapine.  This  power.  In  every 
age,  bu  belonged  and  apperttined  to  the  cna- 
mandin^  General ;  he  eommands  tbe  commence- 
ment ol  destruction,  and,  in  modern  warfare, 
stays  the  carnage  attheoessation  of  resistance:  bvi 
in  ancient  times,  if  hepleued, not  until  there  waa 
DO  one  left  to  resist.  When  war  became  leas  san- 

E:uiiiary,  the  vanquished  were  made  prieonen  and 
ed  into  slavery  : — chained,  tbey  followed  in  th« 
train,  to  swell  the  pomp  and  Irinmph  <tf  the  victor; 
and  their  lives,  alihoiuh  spued,  were  always  sup- 
posed to  be  farfeitea,  and  at  tbe  merey  of  the 
commanding  officer,  imder  circumstanees  of  im- 
perioDf  neccMity.  Upon  this  principle  waa  the 
blottdy  masMcre  of  the  prisoners  justified,  who, 
upon  the  false  alarm  after  tbe  battle  of  A^neourt 
were  ordered  to  be  executed  by  tbe  Black  Prinoe, 
tbe  pink  of  courtesy  and  delight  of  chivalry ;  and 
from  Ibis  pineipla,  disgniae  it  as  yon  may,  is 
derived  the  power  to  put  an  innoeeat  prisoner  to 
death  by  way  of  retaliation.  The  law  of  nations 
considers  yonr  eaemie*  in  yonr  power,  not  merely 
as  prisoners,  but  as  hostages  for  the  correct  treat- 
ment of  your  Bountrymen  in  tbe  power  of  yotir 
enemies.  By  the  laws  of  civilized  modern  war- 
fare, women  and  children  are  exempt  from  de< 
siroction,  which,  if  denied  to  ibem.  you  are  per- 
fectly justifiable  to  retaliate  opoo  the  Indians,  or 
those  who  identify  tbeiBselrBa  with  them,  so  as 
to  prevent  its  repetition.  Thispower of  lelalia- 
tion  was  annmed  by  OeiMral  Washington,  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  in  the  case  of  Captain  A«iU; 
and  when  the  same  power  was  aiMmed  by  Om- 
era!  Greene,  to  the  south,  oaaecount  of  tu  ext- 
enlion  of  the  gallant  Hayne,  the  then  GoDgrass 
acquiesced  in  the  asaumption  of  such  power,  by 
each  of  those  great  men.  But  Ihe  bonorabM 
Speaker  says,  "the  right  of  retaliation  is  an  attti- 
bute  of  sovereignty,  and  comprehended  in  the 
war-making  power,"  and  that  becauee  Congreaa 
has,  in  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  provided  a 
tribnnal  for  the  trial  of  spies,  ihey  have  the  power 
10  prescribe  the  rule  or  niode  of  trial  in  easv  of  re- 
taliation. Again,  that  no  man  could  be  axeentad 
in  this  free  country,  without  two  tbinga  bainc 
shown  :  first,  that  tbe  law  condemns  Urn  lo 
death }  secondly,  that  his  death  is  pronounced 
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by  ihu  tritrani  wbicli  ia  ■tttborizcd  bf  law  to 
itjr  him. 

ProrMe  rales  oi  mode  of  trial— and  for  Wbtt 
Vurime?  The  destb  of  ■  aubjeci  of  reuliitioD 
IS  not  deierinined  on  by  trial,  bnt  by  lot.  He  ia 
eondemned,  not  becaoK  he  ii  gotliy,  but  beeaase 
he  ia  nnforitlnate.  And  will  jaa  insult  a  ijiag 
man  with  forms  of  law  and  conititnlion,  ana 
deny  btm  the  sabsiance  ?  He  ia  not  a  victim 
gfren  ap  to  (he  demands  of  insulted  justice,  bat 
an  nafbminBte  aactifice,  rdnctanlly  yielded  tip 
by  justice  bmelf  to  the  (ears  of  mercy  and  hu- 
nanity,  to  stop  the  improper  eSbsioii  of  bttman 
Uoodj  aad  to  protect  yonr  unforHinBte  eoualry- 
men  in  the  power  of  your  enemy. 

But,  sir,  the  policy  of  retaliation  on  an  lailisn 
is  queatfoned,  and  the  words 


taeribed  by  the  poet  to  the  Indian,  are  regarded 
U  ooaelanve  erideoce  of  its  {sefficaey.  Admit- 
liDg  those  expresaioDs  to  be  histsrieal  fbcta,  are 
we  to  «Dn«lBde  that  an  Indian  ia  above  the  weak- 
Besaof  hamanity,  and  iu»eBsible  to  the  impulse 
of  Aar  J  No,  sir ;  for,  although  by  custom  bar- 
Iwrsn,  by  nature  be  ia  a  man^-Uot  only  enbject 
10  hla  paslioas  aad  his  appetkea,  but  forever  under 
tin  ptedomiDMt  inflacneo  «f  ibe  two  great  incen- 
tjvbs  to  aetfoB,  hope  and  fiar.  And  wbeiber  be 
ftowna  in  (he  gloom  of  the  fbfest,  or  adortts  the 
eircles  of  polislied  life,  be  Is  ^y)i«rily  erery 
where  (beaame;  aad  it  tspdaaation  alone  which 
gjns  variety  to  bis  character,  whieb  improves 
lis  maatat  canity,  briabtaDs  the  radlanee  of 
noral  grandetir,  and  develotiee  (be  divinity  of  hia ' 
MttiCjand  whatever  trmnwiof  character  may  be 
aittiboiad  wan  Indian  by  a  ^xiei,  whilB(  agoniz- 
ing at  th«  slake,  all  eiperlenee  (eailfies  that  when 
4e«lh  thuMderi  at  (he  moath  of  the  cannon,  or 
bristles  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  wild  dis- 
may b«  fltea  to  the  covert  of  (he  woods  and  the 
awamp,  for  Aehn  and  far  safaty.  Bat,  sir,  it  is 
farther  said,  (bat  Oeaeral  Jackson  is  ambfiKras : 
if  crfmioally,  prodVoe  the  evidence,  and  (t  aball 
be  the  signal  w  his  destruetion.  lostead  of  a  few 
auch  as  csnstiircd  against  Cl»ar,  a  whole  peoj^e 
will  conapiro  against  htB ;  and  instead  of  haviDB 
oessaion  only  to  exclaim,  et  In  0ru(«— thoasan^ 
npon  ibaaaaiida  of  indignant  freemen  "  would 
break  Arevgh  (be  tbleE  array  of  his  thronged 
legioBB  and  rtaeh  his  heart,  to  free  thdrcountry." 
Bat  where  is  (be  evidence  of  hia  atubWon  7  Has 
be,  like  Cmar,  passed  the  Habicon,  to  enslave  bis 
obantry  "i   No :  but  has  oa  foot  forded  yovr  rivers, 


t»eaarve  your  wives  anJ  yonr  ehil- 
ili«B  from  nihi  and  dealrnciion.  Haa  he,  like 
Philip,  by  bribes  and  corraptioa,  aatared  the  Am- 
pbieiMafe  council  7  No,  sir  |  bat  is  bow  uaarmed 
a«d  defeneeleaa  wltbin  yoar  eity.    And  although 

J  oar  Speaker,  tbe  modern  Demosthmea,  nnlike 
ia  great  prototype  in  tbe  day  of  oentesi,  ataods 
flm  tohispoat,Biid,  with  impaaeiooed  eloquence, 
raalntaias  the  ecHtteat  against  him  ;  and  although 
his  hard-earned  repuiaiioo,  which  la  dearer  to 


hiia  than  life,  is  at  stake,  and  he  without  an  op- 
portmiity  of  defending  it,  be  bows  in  aileiice,  and 
respectfully  witbholda  himself  from  the  ball  of 
yonr  deliberatioBB.  Has  he,  like  Philip,  seized  up- 
on Elatea?  or  terminated  the  liberties  of  his 
coantryat  tliebattleof  ChKronea?  No,  sir;  hot 
he  look  possession  of  New  Orleans,  at  the  com- 
mand  of  bia  superiors,  and  quenched  (he  flames 
of  the  late  war.  not  in  the  tears  of  bis  country,  bat 
in  tbe  blood  of  your  enemies. 

Mostunfortaoateof  unfortnnatemen!  Ifhe.doea 
not  tnareh  into  Florida,  he  diaobeys  the  orders  of 
bis  sQperiora,  and  his  commission  or  his  life  nuay 
be  tbe  forfeit  If  he  does,  and  encounters  d^- 
cuhies,  dnngeta,  and  almost  starvation  itself,  in 
an  honest  endeavor  to  promote  the  interest  and 
glory  of  his  cenntry,  he  meeia  the  frowns  of  dte 
repreaentativea  of  the  very  people  whom  he  bu 
been  endeavoring  to  benefit. 

Mr.  ObairmBn,  let  us  not  forget  his  achieve- 
ments. His  coaalry  may  yet  want  his  aervices. 
And  although,  whilst  fighting  the  baitlea  of  bis 
country,  be  could  look  death  and  look  danger  Id 
the  face,  and  knew  no  feai^— now  he  doea  fbar. 
Te^  sir,  Bc  fears  tbe  diKrace  of  his  country.  Alaa  I 
sir,  if  he  should  incur  the  disgrace  of  his  country, 
Wfaitbei  will  be  go  7  Will  be  return  back  to  Ua 
family  and  friends,  whom  he  so  lately  left  with 

i'oy7  Or  will  he,  mournful  and  dejected, direct 
lis  course  to  New  Orleans,  tbe  soene  of  bia  toils 
end  hia  triumph  7  No,  sir,  he  will  wish  fbr  an 
early  grave,  to  hide  himself  from  the  cont«B|tt 
of  bis  country,  noder  that  very  soil  which  he  has 
so  often  glonooaly  defended  1 

Here  the  debate  termioaied,  the  whole  of  which 
is  contained  in  the  preceding  pages,  except  the 
speech  of  Mr.  H.  iNxLaON,  and  the  second  speech 
of  Mr.  Speaker  Clat,  of  which  tbe  ediion  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  satisfactory  reports  for 
publication.  The  final  proceedings  on  this  inter- 
esting anbject  are  thus  stated  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer of  February  10th : 

After  Mr.  Eaviii  bad  eonclDded  bis  speech, 
tbe  House  yet  being  in  Comnultee  of  tbe  Whole— 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
fdlowing  resolution,  reported  by  the  Conunittee 
on  Military  Affairs: 

"  RtMebtd,  Thst  the  Bmise  of  BeptamlaliTU  of 
th«  Unitad  Bistss  dimpnioTea  the  prooaedingi  in  ue 
trill  and  Bxacntion  of  Alextnder  Arbathnot  and  Ttab- 
eri  C.  Ambristar." 

And  decided  in  tbe  negative— ayea  54,  noes  90. 

Tbe  question  was  then  pot  on  agreeing  to  tbe 
first  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Cobb,  as  Allows: 

"  Rttolvtd,  That  the  Commitlea  on  IfiUtsT?  A&iia 
be  inittacted  to  prspue  and  report  abill  tothiiHaiuet 
ptobiUtinK,  in  ttme  of  potce,  or  in  time  itf  War,  wib 
anj  bidian  tribe  or  tribal  only,  the  execution  of  anj 
captive,  tikeo  bj  the  Army  of  dm  United  eutea,  vritb- 
ont  the  ipprobatton  of  auch  execotioa  by  the  Preii- 

Afld  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  57  noes  n. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  re- 
solaiion  ofiercd  by  Mr.  Cobb,  which  he  modiSed 
to  read  aa  fdlovs : 

'■  BtMtBtd,  That  tte  hM  saisure  of  tba  Spauiah 
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I  Bt.  GnkM  d>  Biwn— , 
IVut  FI«M^  by  ttM  Aan7  of  lb*  Uoitoi  ArtM,  «u 
lODkur  *B  ft*  CMititBtlam  of  &•  Unltad  fitatMi" 
Aid  decided  io  Ae  n^iUe,  iIm — iy«s  ' 


Ustic 

"  BtMhtd,  Tbtt  tha 


Qoeatien  was  then  taken  on  the  tbird  and 
lalfltioQ  prapoEed  by  Mr.  Cobb,  as  fdlowa; 


b  of  the  Aim;  of  tbo  Unilad  8t«t«^  or  any  toi/m 
UMraoT,  into  »j  Iweifii  taniloT;,  wiilunt  tbs  pnTi' 
•ga  *Btltoriiili«n  of  CowgraM,  axcept  it  be  Id  tba  mm 
of  ijedi  pnnttit  of  •  defeUad  MMRiy  of  tha  Unkad 
Stktei,  taking'Ve&iee  within  nteh  fonigiL  lemloty-" 

And  decided  in  ibe  negaiivs— «rM  42. 

The  Convittee  of  the  Wbol«  tiMO  me  and 
Imparled  tb«ir  proceedingiio  theI^M,inid  the 


to  ibe  teBoIaiion  reported  by  ibe  MiliiaiY  Oom- 
miUee — 

Mr.  PoiHDixTEB  moved  that  the  whole  aob- 
ject  be  iadefioiiely  poitponed.  It  was  eDou(b 
th«t  a  direct  que*iioD  had  been  taheo  on  the  re- 
solutioas  ID  ibe  Commiuee  of  ibe  Whole,  aod  be 
wished  tbe  Home  to  pronouDce  no  o^nioa  in  a 
case  which  he  beltevea  to  be  not  within  ieb  juris- 
diction. Mr.  P.  recapilulaied  briefly  ooe  or  two 
Biguments  which  he  b«d  uaed  ia  the  debate ;  voa- 
tendisg,  that  tbe  o£cen  of  tbe  amy  were  re- 
■pomihle  to  the  &HafMire>aloD*~iiei  ID  CoDcroM, 
ani  mudi  lew  to  ooebraiMh  only  of  CMgtvsBi — 
the  oalf  power  ddtgMed  to  this  Moa«e,  nagljr, 
waaiojadgeof theMfltitiaiiof iiamemberii  He 
wiahed  lo  avoid  a  «Diitte  that  be  'ooostdered  to 
impro^,  aad  which  wvntd  opcnW  as  a  prcev- 
4««t  in  foinre;  and  therefore  hoped  the  matter 
^MmM  be  iDdefiiiitelj  poitponed. 

Mr.  LowRDEa  offered  a  few  remarics  Io  show 
that  Mr.  FoiitDEXTER  was  mistaken  in  tbe  etkex 
which  he  apprehended  from  a  rote  on  the  reso- 
latiOQ.  Mr.  L.  believed  there  was  do  authority 
Tested  in  tbe  House  more  unquestionable  or  real 
than  that  which  entitled  it  to  express  an  opinion 
an  the  case  now  before  it.  It  waa  uiictly  within 
the  powers  of  the  House,  as  tbe  ^enta  of  the 
people,  appoiated  to  iDreatigate  all  pohlie  mat- 
ters. He  should  vote  far  tbe  indtfinite  poatpooe- 
nient,  but  it  was  not  because  he  belteTad  the 
Honae  iscompeMnt  to  express  its  optaion  of  liie 
matter  in  qacslioa ;  and  he  wished  that  no  aneh 
oonairuciioD  might  begiTeDtolhe  vote. 

Aflei  aonie  eoiir<rsalioD  on  the  propriety  af 
tlw  «oune  propoaed,  Mr.  Poindbxter  Mtd,  as 

Cllenen  appeared  dispoeed  to  vote  on  the  r«so- 
on  directly,  he  womd  wiihdnrw  his  motion 
for  poBlpoDeBaut. 

Mr.  SpanoBB  renewed  theraotion,  Hedidnot 
(btsk  this  snbjeet  properly  within  tbe  jurisdiction 
itf  this  House,  nor  was  it  one  of  tbo«e  great  oc- 
casions on  which  it  ought  to  transcend  its  powers. 
Itwasnota  proceeding  which  was  to  lead  to  im- 
peachment, nor  to  any  nraciical  leglstatioo,  and 
na  hoped  the  Hoase  would  not  pronounce  an  opin- 
ian  in  the  case.  If  the  members  wish  to  express 
their  ojMBions  as  iDdiriduals,  said  Hr.  B.,  let  us 


*^wnloDavis'ahote{,aadlhere,a8«ili2eDa,g-ire 
-ear  optaisas,  bat  not  here,  in  our  l^tslaiiTe  ca- 
putty,  proBoance  a  decisiMi  to  which  we  are 
not  competent — oat  of  which  no  act  ef  legi^iioa 

Mr.  H0LME8  Ihoaght  the  post|MBement  c^  the 
lesoluiion  might  operate  aa  an  indirect  ceffsure 
on  OeaeralJackaon.  Tbe  enbjecl  had  been  much 
dtacuiaed— the  matter  at  isMie  had  been  the  con- 
duet  of  General  Jaekson,  and  it  was  due  to  him, 
and  lo  members  en  both  sides,  that  the  guestioa 
should  be  now  met  and  fairly  decided. 

Mr.  TjiifLoa  said  be  should  TOie  against  the 
postpeneBWDt.  He  wished  to  meet  the  resoln- 
lion  directly,  and  expresaed  his  disaent  from  the 
doctrine  advaaeed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Speb- 
cEa.)  It  night  become  necessary  often  for  the 
House  to  express  its  opinion  on  the  conduct  of 
the  military  officers,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen 
would  igree  lo  vote  in  tbe  spirit  of  the  proposi- 
tion reported  by  the  Military  Committee,  reject 
tbe  motion  for  posipoaeraeot,  and  give  its  opin- 
ioD  directly  on  the  lesolutiou. 

Mr.  Cobb  opposed  tb«  postponemeDl.BDd  asked 
it  as  a  favor  of  Ibe  Houae  to  be  allowed  to  record 
bis  vote  00  tbe  reiolotioa  which  he  had  submit- 
ted  in  Comraiitee,  for  wbioh  there  woald  he  no  ' 
opporlvnlty  if  this  moliou  prevaiM.  Mr.  C. 
tbefl  madetome  remarks  on  the  opiaioaadTBBMd, 
ibat  it  was  not  competeBt  for  the  Qonse  lo<n- 
fttta  its  opinion  io  ibia  case,  which  he  eoMr^ 
veried,  and  contended  that  it  was  a  power  an- 
queuionably  Vested  in  the  House,  and  one  wlricii 
be  hoped  it  would  never  reaign. 

Mr.  QnuALBa  was  in  favor  of  the  indeSate 
poaiponemeBl,  beeauae  ilBsawded  with  hia  opia* 
lOD  of  the  iaeompeteacy  of  the  Homo  to  an  ob 
the  snbjeet  He  had  ihaugbt,  ihioaghont  tba 
debate,  that  it  was  aeliog  agaiBatihe  Constits- 
tion  of  the  country.  Wbeiiever  a  proposition 
was  preaeoted  10  bim,  which  be  a|>praved,  he 
#otitd  give  his  optaion,  r^ardlesa  of  the  frowM 
of  nay  man;  bat  it  was  strongly  itnpreased  ob 
bismiBdibat  this  eonrse  wae  treBchiaf  on  iha 
CoosiiintioD  and  laws  of  the  country,  which  it 
would  be  a  dereliction  of  dBiy  to  sanelJeB. 
Whence  did  the  House  derive  its  power  lo  pro- 
ceed in  this  ftrjHir/emaQDer  to  pronounce  on  the 
conduct  of  an  officer?  Congress  could  make 
rnles  and  regulations  for  tbe  government  of  the 
army,  but  this  was  a  case  not  within  the  jnrisdio* 
tion  of  tbe  House,  and  an  encroachment  on  lh« 
prerogatives  of  the  Executive.  If  Qeneral  Jack- 
son had  acted  improperly,  he  could  be  tried  aay 
time  wiiJiin  two  years  after  the  comnisaioBBf 
the  ofienee;  bni,  as   ih«  Cobstitutioa   bad   bM 

fivan  toihisHouw  tbe  power  of  trying  bim,  bU 
ad  painted  out  the  mode,  to  tku  mode  it  ww 
proper  M  leave  him.- A  vote  of  this  Home  woaU 
have  a  powerfal  efcel  on  a  CBBft  of  iaqniry,  tf 
such  a  wnrt  were  to  be  oeaTeBod,  aad  it  would 
for  thM  reasaa  b*  improper  to  eipve^  an  opiniou. 
Mr.  ^  was  BTetse  to  imerfering  with  the  power* 
of  other  dapartmcnia  of  the  Qovemment,  aod 
this  was  a  case  uader  tbe  exclusive  jnrisdiclioD 
of  the  fixecotive,  fte. 
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Ur.  RHBii  wu  Dot  BOW,  mlui  thii  mm  had 
been  argued  e^hteeo  days,  for  giving  il  the  go- 
by. The  qaeitioD  oagbi  now  to  be  met  dircctlr, 
aod  lettheprecedentDe  fixed,  whether  the  House 
would  BUstaio  the  courae  proposed  bf  the  tesota- 
lioD.  He  hoped  every  member  would  have  an 
opiAlunity  or  recording  hia  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  PoiifOEXTEH,  with  the  Ttew^and  with  that 
Tiew  alone,  of  obiaioing  a  role  diiectly  on  con- 
currence with  the  CommUtee  of  the  Whole  is 
their  tepait,  called  for  the  preTioiu  quetiion. 

The  House  agreed  to  take  the  previoaa  qnea- 
lioD — ayes  95;  and, 

Thequeatioa  being  pronounced  from  ibe  Chair, 
**  Shall  the  maio  question  be  now  put?" 

Mi.  Spbhoeh,  upon  thii  question,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  refased  j  and 

The  House  hariitg  agreed  to  take  the  main 

SieatioD,  of  coocurrtog  with  the  CemmiUee  of 
e  Whole  in  their  disagreemsDi  to  the  resolation 
reported  by  tbf  Military  Commitiee, 

Mr.  Habbibom  called  for  a  division  of  the  qaes- 
tion — Gooceifing  the  cues  of  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister  to  b«  rer^  dittinet,  and  marked  by 
ciicunutances  so  diSereol,  as  to  permit  the  ap- 
proval of  one  and  censure  of  the  other. 

The  trial,  sentence,  and  ezecuiton,  of  Arbuth- 
not were,  be  said,  io  his  opinion,  perfectly  cor- 
rMt ;  and,  although  be  would  not  agree  to  cen- 
■uteany  one  concerned,  when  their  moiiTei  were 
■•  pare  as  he  was  certain  Ihey  were  on  this  oc- 
otiion.  capeeially  when  he  had  no  donbi  hut  both 
men  desMved  death ;  yet,  being  called  upon  to 
asy  whether  the  exeoation  ot  Ambrister  was 
nghl  or  wrong,  as  he  differed  in  opinion  fVom 
QMeral  Jackson  as  to  hi ■  powers  over  the  court, 
Iw  waa  oUigad  to  say  that  it  was  wrong.  It  was 
aa  bonesl  difference  of  opinion,  he  said,  and 
waa  not  intended  to  convey  any  censure  upon 
thatottoH. 

The  qnettion  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  (be  Commiltet  of  the  Whole  in  their  disa- 
greement to  the  first  branch  of  the  resoIotioD, 
viz:  "That  this  House  disapproves  of  the  trial 
and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbuthnot,"  and  de- 
cided io  the  afSrmative,  by  yeas  aod  nays,  as 
follows : 

Yaii — Henr*.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Paniuylrania, 
Andenon  of  Kentvckj,  Bsldwio,  Buboor  of  Vii- 
nnu,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bsawtt,  Bstemsn,  Beiuiett, 
Blonnt,  Bodeo,  Brysn,  Bnrwell,  Bntler  of  Looinuia, 
Campbell,  Clsgett,  Comitock,  Crafti,  Crager,  David- 
•on,  Dnba,  Dttke,  EUicotl,  Errin  of  South  Carolina, 
Fiord,  Folgei,  OsRe,  GarneU,  HaU  of  Delawsre,  Hall 
of  north  Caroltns,  Haniaon,  Hasbronck,  Herkimer, 
Hwriek,  Heister,  Hltcheo^,  Hogg,  Hobnei,  Hu^ia- 
M»,  Hastatler,  Habbard,  Huotet,  Johnw>n  of  Ken- 
taAy,  Jones,  KiMoy,  Klitland,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Little, 
Liieimece,  McLane  of  Del.,  McLean  oiT  DUnoia,  Hc- 
Oof,  Mandiand,  llsrr.  Mason  of  Haasaahnsetls,  Mer- 
nU,  Middletoo,  Bobsit  Moore,  Samuel  Moon,  Mortem, 
Mttrraj,  H.  Ndson,  Hew,  Newton,  On,  Owen,  Pal- 
mat,  Paiiolt,  Pattanon,  Peter,  Poindextar,  Poitai, 
<tltarles,  Bhea,  Rich,  Richard^  Ringgold,  Hogen, 
Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyer,  Scndder,  Sargsant,  Settle, 
Seybert,  Shaw,   Silsbee,  Simkios,  S.  Smith,  BaUsrd 


Smith,  Alaa.    Smytb,   Southard,  Spaaew,   SiroAac. 


tnekj,  Wallsca,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wakin,  WU- 
liams  of  New  York,  and  Wilson  of  Peonsylvsnta — tOS. 
Ni.Ts — Messrs. AUoD  of  MassachDsstls^Aastiit,BaII, 
Bsylv,  Bsechei,  BloomGeld,  Cobb,  Cokton,  Cotdc, 
Crawfii^,  Culbretfa,  Cushmaat  Edwards,  FoUar,  Gil- 
bert, Huntington,  Irving  of  New  York,  Johriaan  of 
Tirginia,  Lewis,  Lineoln,  Lowndes,  W.  Haday,  W. 
P.  Msclay,  Mason  of  Rhode  bland,  Mtrcer,  MiUa, 
Moeeley,  Jeremiah  Nelacn,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Ogden, 
Pawling,  Pegram,  Pindall,  Ktkin,  Ptesaants,  Reed, 
Rice,  Robertaon,'  Reggies,  Schnyler,  eherwood,  Slo- 
ctui,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Btewsrt  of  North  Carolina, 
"-— s,  StniDg,  Stasrt  of  Muyland,  Tamil,  Tanr, 
ible.  Tnckar  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Wasterlo,  Whit- 
Willisms  of  Coanscticnt,  Williams  of  Noftk 
Carolina,  and  Wibon  of  Masaachiisetta— 43. 

Tt)e  queation  was  (hen  taken  on  concarriDg 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  its  disagree- 
ment 10  the  second  rart  of  the  resolution,  viz  : 
"  That  ihia  House  oisapproves  of  the  trial  aad 
eseeation  of  Robert  C.  Ambrister,"  and  decided 
alto  in  the  affimuiire,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yajs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentnekr,  Bald- 
win, Barbonr  of  Virginis,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bsasett, 
Bsteman,  Bennett,  Bioont,  Baden,  Bryan,  Bnrwdl, 
Butler  of  Louisians,  Campbell,  Cls^tt,  Comstoc^ 
Crofl*,  Crager,  Dsvidson,  Deahs,  Drake,  EUicolt, 
Enin  of  South  Carolina,  Floyd,  Folger,  Oaraelt, 
HaUofDelavrare,HaUofNortbO      "        "    ' 


HeAimer,  Hentok,  Heister,  HitAoeA,  Hogg,  Hnlmaa. 
Hopkineon,  Hostettec,  HiAbaid,  Bnntar,  Jehnsoaaf 
KenludtT,  Jones,  Kias^,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Una, 
Little,  Lrrermore,  Lowndes,  UcLane  of  Delaware,  Hty 
Loan  of  niinms,  McCoy,  Harchand,  Marr,  Masoa  o# 
Msssachosetts,  MerriU,  Middlelon,  Robert  Moore*  Sam- 
ud  Moore,  Morton,  H.  Nelson,  Neebilt,  New,  New- 
ton, Ogden,  Orr,  Owen,  Pahner,  ParrotI,  PaUeiaon, 
Peter,  Poindeiter,  Porter,  Queries,  Rhea,  Ridk,  Bich- 
sids,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyer, 
Scadder,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seybert,  Shsw,  Silsbae, 
Simpkins,  S.  Smith,  Bal.  Smith,  Alei.  Smyth,  South- 
ard, Spencer,  Sliother,  ToiT,  Tajlcr,  Tompkins,  TaA- 
er  of  Bontb  Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wsl- 
ker  of  Kentncky,  Walhee,  WeodoTer,  Whiteside, 
Wilkin,  WilUamsof  New  York,  and  Wilsim  of  Pena- 
sylvanis— 107. 

Nits — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Hassschnsette, 
Anftin,  Boll,  Bayley,  Beeeher,  BIooBifield,  Cobb, 
Cdston,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cnlbrsth,  Cnshmsu,  Ed- 
wards, Fuller,  O^a,  Oilbert,  Hale,  Harrisoo,  Hsnd- 
rickt,  Heritert,  Houtingtafl,  Irving  of  New  Torii, 
Johnaen  ct  Virginia,  Lewis,  Lincob,  W.  Maday,  W. 
P.  Hadaj,  Haaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Meroer,  Mtlb^Moaa- 
ley,  Murray,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  T.  M.Nalsaa,  Pawling, 
Pegram,  PindoU,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Rice,  Rob- 
ertaiHi,  Boggles,  Schnjier,  Slwrwood,  Slocnmb*  J.  8. 
8mith,8peed,Btewartof  North  Csrohna,  Btorrs,  Strong, 
Stuart  of  MoMJand,  Terrell,  Terry,  Trimble,  Tnckar 
of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Weslerlo,  Whitman,  WiUiama  of 
Connecticut,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wibon 
of  MaMachosetts — S3. 

So  the  House  concurred  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  rejecting  the  resolution  of  cea- 
■ure  reported  by  the  Military  Committae. 
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Ur.  Com  tbrn  mAred  ike  sdopUao  or  tbs 
second  retotution,  oSeied  by  bim  is  ComnitlM 
of  the  Whole,   u  modified,   ia   the   foUowiag 

Sttohed,  That  duUttMiiUTeoftheBpuiJihpMtB 
«f  Psnneola  and  SI.  Carlo*  d«  Banuieac,  in  Wait 
Florida,  bj  the  titaj  of  dw  United  State*,  wm  een- 
ttaij  to  the  ConnitntioB  of  the  United  Stetec." 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  amend  the  reeotation  hj 
■nbitltaiiDg  the  following  after  the  word  "re- 
wired :" 

That  thii  Hoaaa  dinf^TOtea  of  the  captiure  and 
oooupation  of  Penaacola  and  the  fintrau  of  Barancaa 
bj  the  aitn]r  of  Ae  United  StatM,  and  the  eataUiah- 
Bient  of  a  ciiil  goronuneat  ther*  wilhoat  the  aatlun- 
i^  of  CaogTei. 

[IThis  nodiSealioa  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Cobb, 
bat,  ■ubaeqaemlr,  af^er  the  objeclioDs  which 
were  made  to  it,  he  declined  receiviDg  it  as  hit 

Mr.  PoiHDBXTiB  objected  to  the  shape  in  which 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mills  placed  the  motion, 
because  it  bron^t  up  a  point  for  declaion  which 
bad  not  been  diicaaied,  on  which  the  Hoose  had 
made  no  inqairy,  and  had  no  iafonnalion.  He 
did  not  know  the  nature  of  ihe  civil  government 
«atabliahed  at  Peoncola,  or  anythiog  about  it, 
and  was  anwitjiag,  Ihua  called  on  Mwfanler,  to 
give  a  vote  on  it,  and  if  the  proposition  were  in- 
aiated  on  be  should  feel  il  hla  dm*  lo  call  for  in- 
fotmaiioo  on  the  subject.  Mr.  P.  presumed  it 
wi«  absolutely  neceiury  to  estabUsh  a  goreru- 
ment  of  some  kind  there  to  enforce  the  rereriue 
hwi,  and  preTeot  smnggling,  and  other  illicit 
practices ;  and  he  atated  a  case  in  which  the 
eUndesitDe  introduction  of  a  cargo  of  slarei  into 
the  United  Biatea  was  prevented  by  the  author- 
ity placed  there  by  General  Jackson,  and  other 
eaws,  &c. 

Mr.  Mills's  amendmem  was  withdrawn  ;  and 

Mr.  FLOTDtheo  mored  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  resolution  ;  bat,  having  afterwards 
withdrawn  bis  motion, 

Mr.  Babbour  renewed  it;  and  spoke  a  short 
time,  explanatory  of  bis  reasons  for  preferring 
that  course.  TbeHonse  had  already  signified  its 
aenee  of  the  snbject ;  the  act  in  question,  though 
not  strictly  defensible,  was  not  such  a  one  as 
he  was  ready  to  pronounce  a  vote  of  censure  on, 
and  it  would  be  avoided  b^  the  postponement. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  pro- 
priety of  the  different  propositions,  the  qnestion 
was  taken  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows; 

TaiB — Mesaii.  Baldwin,  Barbour  of  Viigioia,  Bar- 
ber of  Ohio,  Baaaatt,  Bataman,  Bennett,  Boden,  Bry- 
an, Butfer  of  Loniaiana,  CampbeU,  Clagett,  Cralts, 
Oroger,  Devidaoo,  Dsiha,  Drake,  Floyd,  Folger,  Oage, 
Oamett,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delaware,  BaU  of  North  Oaro- 
Una,  Haibronck,  Hendrleka,  Herriek,  Heiater,  Hitch- 
cock, Hcdmea,  Hoetetter,  Hunter,  Kina^,  KirUand, 
Lawyer,  Linn,  Little,  Uvannore,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Qlbioia,  McCoy,  Mardtand,  Marr, 
Heirill,  Middlaton,  Bamiui  Moore,  Morton.  HomI^, 
n«*biit.  New,  Newlou,  Ogdea,  Ogle,  On,  Owen,  Pet- 


teiMU,  Poindaitar,  Porter,  Qoarls^  Rice,  Riehoida, 
Ringgold,  Bogeia,  Sampson,  Savage,  Scoddei,  B«r- 

5 eant.  Settle,  Seyberl,  Shaw,  8.  Smith,  Ballaid  Smith, 
itexauder  Bmjth,  Strother,  Tan,  TompUna,  Tncket 
ofSoathCarotma,Uphani,  Walkerof  Kentneky,  Wal- 
lace, Wendovet,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  and  Wllliaini  of 
New  York— 83. 

Nats— Vesara.  Abbott^  Adams,  Allen,  Andeiwuof 
Kentneky,  Anatin,  BaU,  Bayley,  BeM^er,  BlaonBaU, 
Btonnt,  Barwall,  Cobb,  Uoliton,  Cooatock,  Cook, 
Crawford,  Cidbralh,  Codtmau,  Edwarda,  BUioott,  Et- 
vin  of  South  Carolina,  Fuller,  Gilbert,  Harriaon,  Her- 
bert, HeAimer,  Hogg,  Hopkioaon.HoUard.Hantiiig- 
ton,  Lving  of  New  York,  Jolutson  of  Virginia,  John- 
aon  of  Xentuefcy,  Jonas,   Lawia,  Lincoln,  Lowndea, 


Moseley,  Jeremiah  Nelaoo,  H.  Nelaon,  T.  H.  Nelaon, 
Pahuer,  Patrott,  Pawlini,  Pegran,  Pater,  Piudall, 
Pitkin,  Pleuanta,  Heed,  Shea,  Rice,  Rc^rtaon,  Bog- 
gles, Etehnyler,  Sfaarwood,  Silibee,  Simkins,  Slocomb, 
J.  S.  SmiA,  Southard,  Speed,  lancer,  Stewart  of 
North  CaroUna,  Btons,  Strong,  Stuart  of  Maryland, 


Williitni  of  GonnecticDt,  Wilaon  of  Maaaachoaett^ 
and  Wilson  of  Penniylvania— 87. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
proposed  hy  Mr.  Cobb,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows: 

Ya«a — Heaara.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen,  Auatio,  BaU, 
Bayley,  BeedMf,  BloomSeld,  Bqrwell,  Cobb,  Colston, 
Cook,  Crawlbrd,  Culbreth,  Cuahman,  Edwwda,  Blli- 
cott.  Fuller,  Oilbart,  Harriaon,  Herbert,  Hopkinaon, 
Huntington,  Irving  of  N.  Y.,  Johnson  ef  Ta.,  Lewis, 
Lineota,  J-owndea,  W.  Maoiay,  W.  P.  Maday,  Haaea 
ofBhodeIsland,Metcar,HiUa,BobertMoote,Moa*lay, 
J.  Neleon,  T.  H.  Nelson,  Ogden,  Pawling,  Pegraa, 
Pindall,  PilUn,  Pleaaania,  Reed,  Rica,  RobertBOB,  Rng- 
glea,  Schuyler,  Sherwood,  Sibbee,  Simkins,  Sloewab, 
J.  8.  Smith,  Speed,  Spaneer,  Stewart  of  North  Carati- 
na,  Slorra,  Strong,  Stuart  of  Haiy  land, Terrell,  Ternr, 
Ttimble,  Tucker  of  Virgitua,  TVIer,  Weatarlo,  Whi- 
maB,  WQliams  of  Connecticut,  Williami  of  North  Car- 
olina, Wilaon  of  Haaaachuaet^  and  Wilson  of  PenA- 
sylvania— TO. 

Naii — MeMTS.  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Baldwin, 
Barbour  of  Yirginia,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassetl,  Bale- 
man,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden,  Bryan,  Butler  of  Lod- 


Fbnd,  Folger,  Qage,  Oaraett,  Hale,  HaU  of  Delaware, 
Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Haabronck,  Hendricks,  Bat- 
kimer,  Herriek,  Heiater,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Holmea, 
Hoetetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,- Jobnaon  of  Kentneky, 
Jonaa,  Kinaey,  KiiLland,  Lawyer,  Lino,  Little,  Liv- 
ennore,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  UlinMa. 
McCoy,  Maniiand,  Mair,  Maaon  of  Maaaachuietta, 
Merrill,  Middlelou,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton,  Murray, 
H.  Nelaon,  Neibitt.  New,  Newton,  Ogle,  Orr,  Owen, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Pattereiw,  Peter,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Qoarlea,  Rhea,  Rich,  Bicharda,  Ringgold,  Rogera, 
Bampaon,  Savage,  Sendder,  Sergeant,  Settfe,  Ssybatt, 
8haw,8.8mith,Bal.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, Sonlb- 


Walker  of  Kentucky,  WaUace,   Wendover,  WUte- 
aida,  WUUu,  and  WillUms  of  New  York— 100. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 
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Tn»XT,  F<bn>ii7  8. 

Mi.  Hkskert  pretented  ibe  meuorial  of  ihe 
FreiideDt  tnd  Direclors  of  ihe  OoluiabiaD  Inati- 
tBte,  praying  tb&i  ibe  Prenidenl  of  tbe  Uniteil 
SuiteB  mav  be  ■utborized  to  iDfeii  tba  raid  Is- 
stitule  wiib  a»  much  of  ihe  public  [etHvaiions 
wilfain  the  Oity  of  WasbiDgcoD,  tiol  exettiing 
five  aorei,  ■«  bf  bim  *luU  be  deMMd  proper,  fvr 
tbc  puipoae  sf  erecting  tb«r«on  a  favll  and  other 
tmiMtttga  aad  inprovemcvtB,  DeeeaMn'  (ot  xktit 
soeommodstioa— Referred  to  The  Cenniinee 
for  At  Diffiletof  Coluislna. 

Mr.  Buna,  otMarjhiti,  from  tbe  GnitmiilM 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  biU  for  the  relief 
tff  Banleit  Still;  which  was  read  Lwice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole,  to- 
morrow. 

Hr.  Hona  NELaoN,  from  the  Commiitee  os 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  U>  authorize  the 
Secretary  of 'War  to  coo»ey  a  lot  or  parcel  of 
land  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  lyiw;  ia 
Jefferson  county,  fn  the  Stale  of  Virgioia;  which 
wai  read  twice,  and  order«d  to  be  et^froBted  and 
read  a  third  time  io-iiaorrew. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Keatneky,  from  tbe  OomiDil- 
lee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  ibr  tbe 
relief  of  luac  Minis,  aad  others ;  wbicb  was  read 
twice,  aad  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  lime  lo-moirow. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Huoa  Hblbsii, 

RMohtd,  Tbit  tbe  Comnittee  oa  tbc  Jadiciary 
iB«Kireuito  ibeexpediMoyof  prondiBg^by  Uw, 
&K  resUitg  in  ibe  PreaideBi  of  ih«  United  Biatee 
«  power  to  demand,  frmn  the  EBMolines  of  tbe 
tespeotiva  Bittes,  fsgitires,  who  haviDg  eomaait- 
wd  oSeneet  against  society,  wiihin  the  District 
of  ColBtntna,  or  other  lerritery  ssbjeet  to  the 
jnrffldieiion  of  tbe  UnitedBiates,  may  have  soi^ht 
an  asylum  io  any  of  the  Slates  of  this  Union;  as 
also,  power  and  authority  to  comply  with  the 
demand  made  by  any  of  the  Bzeeutives  of  the 
Vnited  States,  for  tbe  delirery  of  fugiiiues,  who, 
navioK  comtnitied  Offences  against  the  laws  of 
such  Slate,  may  bare  aoiigbt  an  asylum  in  tbe 
said  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any  other  terri- 
tory orer  which  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  United 
States  may  extend. 

AnsuagvfromtbaSenMeiBfOfmedtbeBoBte 
that  tbe  SeBaie  have  paMCfl  «  bllt  of  this  Hoase, 
entitled  "An  act  to  ineorporate  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  Dislrfct  of  Columbia."  with  smend- 
Btents.  They  bsTc  also  passed  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles,  to  wit :  ''An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Samuel  Ward  ;"  ''An  act,  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  an  act  furibet  to  amend  the  cbatter 
of  the  City  of  Wasbiogion  )"  "An  set  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  B.  Timberlake;"  aod  "An  act  for 
tbe  rdief  of  John  A.  Dix;"  in  nbicb  amendments 
and  bills  they  ask  ibe  concurrence  of  ibU  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  tbe  following  titles, 
to  wit :  Ad  act  for  tbe  iwiief  of  Samoel  Ward ; 
Aa  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  ael 
further  to  amend  the  charter  of  tbe  City  of 
WasbingioD;  An  actfor  the  relief  of  Jofao  Clark; 
An  act  for  the  rdiof  of  John  A.  Dii ;  and,  An 


act  for  tbe  nihf  of  John  B.  Timbetfake,  were 
aeveMlly  read  Ihe  firti  and  lecond  time,  and  re- 
ferred: tbefirsi  to  the  Corominee  of  Claims;  the 
second  ID  the  Committee  for  ibe  District  of  Co- 
hunhla;  tbe  thard  lolbe  CoanmiLiae  oa  tbe  Pub- 
lic Lands;  tbe  fourth  to  tbe  Committee  oa  Uil> 
rtary  Affairs ;  and  tbe  fifth  to  ihe  Commiute  ob 
Narsl  AfWrs. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  WiLLiaiu,  of  Nortfa  Cuo- 
lioa,  the  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  conaidat 
tbe  resolution  submitted  by  liim  on  the  lltb  De- 
cember, 1818.  inUrucljftg  ibe  ComnitMe  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  infuiie  imo  tbe  expedieBoy of 
redueiog  Ihe  army  i  BBdlhestidiieMlUtoabeiBf 
lead  wasiagned  to  by  tbc  HoBse. 


act,  entitled  an  aci  toauiborize  tbe  Stale  of  T«b- 
ee  to  .issue  ^ranis  and  perfect  titles,  to  oet- 

lands  iherem  described,  and  Io   sellle   the 

claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  land 
within  the  same/  passed  Ihe  18Lh  of  April,  1606," 
was  read  tbe  third  time  and  passed. 

The  atnendmenis  proposed  by  tbe  BenatB  M 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  ihe  Ued- 
ioal  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  wa« 
read  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  tbe  Um- 
trict  of  Columbia. 

BAMK  OP  THE  DNITEirBTATE& 

Mr.  JoBNBOn,  of  Tirginia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Boohed,  Tbit  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary  be 
ioitrueteJ  to  report  ■  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  "AjB 
■ct  to  incorporate  the  subsciibers  to  tbe  Bank  of  Ou 
United  8Ut««,"  pstsed  April  lOth,  1816. 

Mr.  JoBNBON  said  he  had  not  submitted  a  pro- 
position of  so  much  importance,  without  coosmI- 
ering  all  the  consequences  which  Were  likely  to 
lesuTt  from  it.  He  bad  looked  ai  the  state  of 
tbe  country ;  be  knew  tbe  deep  and  great  tnierasts 
iovolved  in  the  question ;  was  aftare  that  soom 
embatrassmeois  in  the  financial  opeiatiem  W 
OoTernroent  would  result;  and  that  something 
would  be  said  of  the  pledge  of  the  public  f)ui£ 
Bm,  after  lakloginio  view  all  these  considerations, 
he  thought  it  imposed  on  him,  as  a  solemn  du*, 
to  make  this  proposition.  What  was  public  faitl, 
Mr.  J.  asked,  sad  what  its  best  security  1  Whaa- 
erer  any  person  or  body,  either  moral  or, political, 
shall  presume  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  cotutry, 
let  the  correclive,  exemplary  pnnishoient,  be  ap- 
nlied.  This  was  its  beat  security.  The  greu 
banking  corporation,  which  was  to  promote  tbe 
great  interests  of  the  couairy,  has,  by  its  nua- 
conduct,  completely  defeated  the  objects  of  ib« 
community  ;  and  would  not  the  public  Ikitb  be 
best  preserved  by  puitiag  down  this  cotpotatioo, 
whieli  has  thus  abused  its  powers,  and  cotamitM 
such  frauds  as  had  been  developed?  Have  wc 
tbe  power  to  put  il  down  1  This,  said  Mr.  J.,  it 
tbe  only  ^ueition  wbicb  eould  crcaM  k  siofl^ 
dovbi.  Have  we,  who  have  crested  ibis  efaarNr 
a  right  to  repeal  ill  Mr.  J.  nid  be  tod  piU 
soma  atientioti  to  this  sabjeot,  BBd  the  mBaaci 
<tf  proccediog  in  ttnli  eases  in  Baglaad.    There 
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thvir  Mrji«atiM8  ware  MBHwlMt   iMimtdr 
eonsiraeted :    there   the   King   himadf  gntlltM] 
oh«rten,  and,  whea  they  veie  riolattd,  be  >q- 
BolUd  tbem.    Here  the  LetulBta'w  cteBtca  the 
ohatMf.aod  ii  Md  u  ma«irifhtai  anyoiber 
•ribUiMi  to  ^ide  m  «  r«vo«atJoii  of  it.    We, 
Mid  Mr.  1^  turn  do  nore  iDtereet  ia  thii  eoipo- 
MtMD  than  the  Saprcme  CoMtt,  which  it  ii  uid 
cncfct  todacMa  ths  qneatioa  bstwieo  the  buk 
'       «ad  itM  Daiioa.    The  Howt,  he  aaid,  oovld  meet 
'       it  *•  firM  fron  pntjudioe.  oi  any  improper  hi**, 
:       utb«8BinmB  Court.    Itappearvdiohim  tbare 
'       was  BO  cboiee  for  those  members  who  bcliereil 
I        tk«  CanetilulioB  had  beea  violaied  by  thia  eor- 
^        y»"»'ta"i  but  loavul  thenedvet  of  (be  earliest' 
'        opportnuiiy  to  free  themselves  from  it  anil  rcliere 
'       tu  CouiitatiOD.    Mr.  J.  cooetuded  by  saying 
'       bis  present  object  was  to  have  his  reinlatioti  r«- 
'       ferred  to  llie  Commillee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
■       the  baok  report  had  been  referred. 
*,  Mr.  Spbhcbb  suggesled  the  propriety  of  refcr- 

^       ring  to  the  same  Committee  the  resolution  which 
be  had  laid  do  ibe  table  od  Monday  week,  and 
'       the  praposition  made  by  Mr.  Tuvble  on  the  19th 
'        ultimo  to  issue  a  act  re  .^iciat.    Mr.  S.  uoticvd 
}       briefly  the  remarks  of  Mr.  JofliisoM.    They  were 
'        strODg,  he  said,  and  impressive;  bat  there  were 
other  coisideratioDB   lo   be   remembered.    The 
JBBmediate  destruction  of  ibis  bank,  Mr.  8.  said, 
[        would  bring  in  its  consequences  ruin  to  ihousands 
.    Upon  thousands  who  bad  become  iu  debtors;  it 
would  inflict  a  wound  upon  the  public  credit,  and 
'        so  far  to  tarnish  the  lutioaal  faith  abroad.    The 
baiik  bad  loaned  oucthesuraof  thirty-eight  mil- 
liona  of  dollars.    Could  this  sum  be  called  in  im- 
mediately, when  there  was,  as  it  was  staled,  but 
eereDieeo  millions  of  dollars  in  the  whole  Unioa  1 
1/  called  in,  the  State  banks  must  pay  alt  thay 
owe,  and  must  necetsBiily  curtail  their  discounts, 
which  were  deemed,  at  b  loweMimate.toBmonnt 
u>  one  hufldied  aod  sixty  milliens.    Tt>>*t  Mr.  B. 
said,  woold  uperataon  the.  bortowere  from  the 
United  Staits  Bank,  and  through  them  ou  these 
from  the  Stale  banks.    The  great  imLportaoce  of 
this  subject,  Mr.  3.  said,  and  the  great  interetl 
at  stake,  ooght  to  make  the  House  proceed  with 
much  circumspection.    If  the  cotporatlob  con- 
flicted WTthtbe  CoDstituiioD,  be  was  willing  to  go 
with  gentlemen  azainst  it ;  but  be  hoped  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  Constitution  might  be  presetTed, 
withoQi  creating  the  scene  of  diairess  and  ruin  he 
had  advened  lo. 

Mr.  RiOB  was  unwilling  to  sostain  the  propo- 
sition ID  aoy  shape ;  because  It  was  only  creating 
nadess  alarm  tfaronsh  the  community,  by  boldii^ 
out  the  idea  that  lEe  bank  was  to  be  destroyed. 
For  hispail,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  never  consent 
to  proceed  against  the  United  iSiaies  Bank  in 
any  manner  until  he  could  see  tbe  State  banks 
conduct  their  affairs  conectly,  which  he  bad  yel 
to  learn.  He  hoped  the  Hoiise  would  not  coo- 
sider  the  resolnlton. 

Mr.  Lowxi>E8  made  a  few  remarks  In  favor  of 
referring  the  resolaiion  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  i  for.  whether  tbe  Hoose  was  disposed  to 
destroy  an  mslitutfon  which,  properly  managed, 


of  the 

eotrntry,  Bod  had  been  pNtdaotive  ef  much  good 
lO'the  public,  or  whether  it  maant  to  sustain  timt 
iaslitutioD,  lae  qnesiioB  could  be  belter  delibe- 
rated on  in  a  Cammitlae  of  tbe  whole  House. 

The  resolution  was  then  relened  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  ihe  Whole  OB  tbeBank  report,  B«  were 
also  those  ef  Mr.  Spbmoib  aad  Mr.  Tkimblb,  on 
Iheir  respeeiive  noiioiu. 

OENEEAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  ihen  reaolved  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
fortbesunwrtofljtovernmratfortbe  year  1819. 

The  Comminee  occupied  some  time  in  going 
through  the  proetsious  of  this  bill. 

Amongst  the  motions  in  the  courae  of  the  pro- 
eecding,  the  aptiropriatioa  of  fifty  thoosand  dol- 
lars, fot  defraying  the  ezpeases  of  inlercoarse 
with  fbnigo  nations,  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
JoBBBOif  ef  Virginia,  who  moved  to  sibstitnte 
twnuy  thousand  for  that  object. 

ThemotioB  wu  negatived,  and  ihoComasii- 
Me  proceeded  with  the  remaialBg  provistims  of 
the  bill,  the  whole  of  which  were  agreed  to,  wiUi 
the  exeeptioa  of  the  appropriaiiea  &r  the  Cum- 
berland road,  which  was  passed  by  for  the  pre*- 
eat,  to  aSbrd  an  t^portunity  for  further  can- 
side  raiioa. 

The  item  approprialins  six  thousand  dollars 
to  pay  Coloael  Ttumbml  for  a  pniuting  ef  the 
Deciaintion  of  iodepeodeBce,  exeeutad  for  the 
United  StMes,  under  contract,  ia  ptirsuaaee  of 
an  act  of  Oiagrcss,  being  uader  couaidwatiofl-— 

An  iaqoiry  was  aude,  by  Mr.  Sraacia,  of  the' 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aBd  Means, 
reseeotlBg  the  particulars  of  the  contract  with 
Colonel  TruiBbull,  ud  the  sams  which  had  bean 
paid  him. 

He  was  answered  by  Mr.  Shitb,  ef  Maryland, 
that  eight  hundred  dollars  had  been  paid  to  Col- 
onel Trumbull  at  the  lime  of  executing  the  con- 
tract with  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  and  that  the 
further  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  was  to  be 
paid  to  himibt  each  of  the  four  paintings  an ihor- 
ized  by  tbe  act,  on  their  delivery,  lespectivdy. 
The  present  appiopriaiion  was  to  pay  for  the 
£rst  picture,  the  Declaration  of  IndependaoJae, 
which  it  was  imdenlood  was  now  ready  far 
delivery. 

Mr.  Sfehceb  proceeded  then  to  inquire  by  what 
authority  Colonel  Trumbull  bad  been  perambu- 
lating the  country  with  ibis  painting,  which  he 
had  executed  for  Congress,  and  ezhibiiiag  it  Ibr 
the  trifling  sum  of  tweniy-flve  cents  a  bead! 
This  proceeding  oa  the  part  of  Colonel  Trum- 
bull Mr.  9.  highly  disapproved  ;  it  was  apeing 
the  iudecent  custom  of  the  English,  who,  in  an 
avarieieus  spirit,  exhibited  the  oelebmled  Swift 
in  bis  idiocy  for  one  shilling  a  head,  sad  exposed 
the  body  or  Kelson  fgt  the  same  sordid  object. 
Mr.  8.  lamented  that  tbe  lepTesentation  of  the 
DeclaraiioD  of  Independence,  a  subject  so  digni- 
fied, so  sacred  to  American  feeliugs,  should  have 
been  thus  hawked  about  the  country,  and  treated 
so  unworthily.    If  Colonel  Trumbull  was  not 
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sUowed  enough  for  bis  labor,  ^iT«  him  more, 
said  Mr.  S.,  and  do  not  leave  bim  a  pretext  for 
seek  i  HE  remuoeralioD  io  I  his  improper  manner. 
To  indicate  bia  feelings  on  this  sabject,  Mr.  S. 
mo*ed  10  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  proposed  ap- 
priation. 

Mr.  FiTKiN  said,  io  explaQUion,  that  be  no- 
derstood  that  when  (his  punting  was  nearly 
completed,  as  it  was  known  lo  contain  many  like- 
nesses of  the  venerated  Congteu  wbicb  declared 
IndepeDdeaee,  there  was  a  verf  great  desire  in 
diflerent  parts  of  the  country  to  view  the  paint- 
ing; anil  application  had,  in  conseqaence,  been 
made  to  (he  President  for  petmisaion  to  carry  it 
to  lOUK  of  the  large  cities  to  gniifjr  pnblio  cu- 
riosity, and  his  consent  had  bean  obtained.  Col- 
onel Trumbull  would  not  trust  the  painting  in 
any  other  bands  (ban  bis  own,  and  be  bad  (hera- 
fote  carried  It  bimaelf  and  eibibiied  it  under  bis. 
own  aoperinlendence.  In  this  Mr.  P.  thought 
Colonel  Tinmbull  bad  done  nothing  improper. 
Colonel  Ttomball  had,  Mr.  P.  farther  remarked, 
appropriated  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  ezbi- 
biiion  to  pnblic  charities  of  the  cities  which  he 
had  Tisi(ed. 

Mr.  Spinosx  replied,  that  he  had  understood 
(he  President  gave  his  permission  that  the  pic- 
ture should  be  shown  for  tbe  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  tbe  likenesses  were  deemed  cor- 
rect;  but  not  that  it  should  be  carried  about 
and  exposed  for  money.  Tbe  exhibition.  Mi 
said,  be  had  heard,  bad  produced  fire  Iboui 
dollars  in  Boston,  and  he  supposed  more  iban 
six  tboostBd  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  proportion- 
able sum  in  Baltimore,  wnere  it  was  now  ezhih- 
itisg.  At  any  rate,  as  the  payment  for  tbe  paiot- 
log  was  not  to  be  made  before  the  detiTcry,  he 
^ould  oppose  the  appropriation  at  (his  time.  I( 
would]  in  bis  opinion,  be  perfectly  proper  for  the 
House  (0  express  its  feelings  by  deferring  the  ap- 
propriation until  the  next  year. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  observed  that  the 
picture  reacbed  Baltimore  sotne  days  ago,  on  its 
war  here  ;  and  be  knew  that  Colonel  Trumball 
bao  been  making  preparations  for  transporting  it 
hither— i(  might  indeed  have  already  arrived, 
and,  if  not  paid  for  on  delivery,  it  would  be  a 
Tiolaiion  of  the  contract.  It  was  certainly  pro- 
per to  provide  tbe  meaos  of  paying  for  it  now, 
though  payment  would  not  be  made  before 
delivery. 

Mr.  LowNnEB  confessed  that  he  concurred 
Tery  much  in  opinion  wi lb  Mr.  Spenceb,  aslo 
the  exhibition  of  tbe  painting.  He  regretted  ex- 
tremely that  it  should  have  been  thus  used  by 
Colonel  Trumbull.  But,  Mr.  L.  said,  if  the  other 
party  bad  acted  incorrectlv,  it  was  no  reason 
that  (he  Qovernmeat  should  not  comply  with 
its  contract.  Whether  Colonel  Trumbull  had 
done  wrong  or  not,  tbe  painting,  it  was  stipulated, 
should  be  paid  for  when  delivered,  and  this  could 
not  be  done  unless  tbe  money  should  be  previ- 
ously appropriated.  While  the  obligation  ex- 
isted, the  House  must  comply  with  it,  and 
whsievei  bis  feelings  might  be  tespectiag  the 


proceeding  advartad  to,  he  coaM  not  oonvent  to 
withhold  (he  appropriation. 

Mr.  Harbison  said,  he  approved  of  the  eoar« 
pursued  by  Colonel  Trumbull,  in  gradfyias,  as 
tar  as  be  was  able,  the  public  curiosity ;  and  re- 
gretted that  the  painting  could  not  be  exhibited 
in  every  part  of  tbe  country,  that  all  might  view 
it.  It  was,  he  thought,  a  very  proper  naa  for  the 
«inting.  At  any  rate,  i(  was  no  reason  for  witb- 
lolding  tbe  appropttadon,  that  it  bad  beeo  ex- 
hibited for  public  inspection.  The  Presi^Mit 
certainly  would  not  have  sanctioned  an  impro- 
per exhibition  of  the  painting,  and  it  was  res- 
sonable  (o  conclude,  as  it  was  witii  his  eoBMKt, 
(bat  i(  bad  been  exhibited  in  an  unobjeeti^Uc 
manner. 

Mr,  MiLLa  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
HABfiiBOih  The  object  of  tbe  painting  wxs  to 
commemorate  one  oi  tbe  zreHtea(  events  in  all 
history— an  event,  above  all,  dear  to  the  peo^e 
of  this  country.  And  was  this  repTesentalion  of 
it  executed  for  the  benefit  or  gtatincation  of  this 
House,  or  of  Congress,  aloneT  Had  the  ptiblie 
no  right  to  be  gratified  with  a  view  of  what  the 
National  Legislature  ba4  thought  it  worth_y  to 
expend  the  public  money  forf  If  so,  eould  it  be 
expected  that  the  people  could  all  come  here  to 
see  it?  It  was  a  subject  in  which  all  were  En- 
tercated,  and  in  which  all  had  an  equal  righL 
Iq  giving,  as  far  be  could,  an  opporlnnity  to  ais- 
(anl  citizens  to  view  this  interesting  work,  Col- 
onel Trumbull  could  not  undertake  (o  do  so  a( 
his  own  expense,  ha  was  obliged  to  resott  to  some 
mode  of  defraying  (he  expense.  Mr.  M.  denied 
that  any  barm  woald  ensue  from  what  Colonel 
Trumbull  bad  done — tbe  painting  was  not  in- 
jured— Bone  of  its  beauties  impaired ;  and,  indeed, 
what  be  bad  done  was  in  itself  laudable.  Mr. 
M.  said,  be  was  not  so  selfish  as  to  regret  tbe  ex- 
hibition, or  to  consider  the  painting  of  less  nlae^ 
because  it  had  been  looked  at  by  bis  fellow- 
citizens  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  The  ap- 
propriation was  necessary  now,  even  if  the  pic- 
ture should  not  be  delivered  in  six  months;  and, 
(herefore,  in  any  view,Bbould  not  be  withheld. 

Mr.  LivERUOBE  said,  the  House  was  called  on 
to  fulfil  a  contract  entered  into  by  the  Uniled 
Slates,  and  there  was  no  discretion  io  the  case, 
even  though  the  contract  was  an  extraordinary 
one,  and  certainly  thai  was  an  extraordinary  eoa- 
tract  which  bargained  for  a  picture  by  the  yard  or 
by  ihe  acre.  Mr.  L.  said,  if  this  were  noi  a  matter 
of  contract,  he  should  be  very  slow  in  making 
sucb  an  a  p  propria  lion.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
President  bod  given  bis  permission  for  the  exhi- 


Li.  saia.  was  ims— tnat  tne  contract  was  made  by 
(he  public  for  (his  picture,  and  that  Ihe  peo^ 
abould  afterwards  be  required  to  pay  for  seeiu 
it.  If  it  bad  been  shown  for  nothing,  he  wootd 
have  had  no  objection  (o  it— but  it  was  noi  right 
that  the  people  should  pay  for  tbe  work  collecl- 
ively,  and  then  be  made  to  pay  individnaUy  for 
seeing  it.    In  what  he  said,  Mr.  L.  disclaimed 
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any  diRopmt  tDWarda  Gelooet  Trumbnll,  whiah 
wai  far  frmn  his  feeling  and  fVom  his  JoiMlkKa. 

Mr.  TmitT  rindloaied  tbe  oon^eet  of  OgloDet 
Trtmbuli;  and  said  ho  had  il  from  Colonel  Tram- 
boll  himwlf,  that  the  Preaident  gare  the  p«nnM> 
■ion,  and  therefors  it  could  not  m  doabtra.  Col- 
onel Tram  bull  hid, Mr.  T.  iemarked,«pentmanT 
jean  of  hit  life  io  Bngl&nd,  where  it,  was  the  cos- 
unn  thna  to  exhibit  great  painltngs,  whecher  exe- 
cuted for  the  Qorernment  or  olheri,  before  thef 
■wvn  delivered ;  ao  ioatanee  of  which  might  be 
ne&tioned  in  the  great  paiatiDg  of  tbe  destrnctioii 
of  the  Spaniih  ftoiilla,  exeemed  by  oar  conDtry- 
maQ  Coplejr,  for  tbe  GoremmeDl,  which  wai  ez- 
kit^md  la  London  by  permiatioo.  Colooel  Tram- 
boll  had  not  coDceived  there  could  be  aajr  impro- 
priety in  ihowing  hii  work  to  his  eoootrymst), 
and,  had  he  foreroen  tbe  obiectioaB  which  were 
now  made  to  it,  be  wonld  ool  hare  done  li; 
though  it  was,  do  donbl,  as  mnch  to  gratify  the 
psMic  earioeity,  as  from  any  other  motire.  If 
tin  House  ehoee  to  dany  to  him  this  pririlege  in 
fntnre,  theyeoald  say  so,  but  what  had  been  done 
was  no  reason  for  refoiiag  to  fnlflt  the  contr«et 
with  Colonel  TmmbalL 

Mr.  Spgnoeb  had  not  denied  that  tbe  permis- 
sion of  the  President  had  been  giren  for  the  ex- 
hibltion  of  tbe  painting  ;  bat,  if  he  had  anthor- 
ixed  it  to  be  exposed  for  money,  then,  Wt-  9.  said, 
the  remarks  which  be  had  applied  to  Colonel 
Tranball  on  tbb  oeeasion,  he  shanld  hare  to 
nansfer  to  another  person.  As  to  the  charity 
which  had  been  manlioned,  the  fact,  Mr.  S.  said, 
was  this:  After  the  pietore  bad  been  exhibited 
in  New  York  until  the  public  cnrieeity  was  sati- 


Mr.  Tatixib,  of  New  York,  said,  iha 
qnired  for  these  paiatings  was  certainly  far  greac- 
er  than  was  supposed  at  tbe  time  of  possiag  the 
law.  He  believed  it  was  then  eonaidered  thai 
what  was  anthoriret,  would  give  to  Colonel 
Trambull  tbont  two  thonsand  dollam  a  year  white 
engaged  in  executing  ihe  paintings,  and  that 
eight  thousand  doUan  wenul  defny  tbe  whole 
expense;  hnt  it  now  appeared  that  the  paintings 
would  cost  ia  all  thirty-two  ihonsanJ  dollars. 
As  to  the  exfaibition,  Ihe  painting  did  not  belong 
to  Congress  oniil  it  wai  detifered;  aitd  ii  " 
mean  time.  Colonel  Trambull  oould  use  it  nn  uc 

t teased.  But  Mr.  T.  denied  that  the  President 
ad  any  right  Io  give  permission  lor  its  exhib- 
itton.  It  was  the  properly  of  Congreu,  not  of 
ihe  BSxeoatiTe,  and  the  permission,  if  given,  was 
impToper.  While  he  considered  it  proper  to  ex- 
press tbe  opinion  that  the  cost  was  much  more 
than  was  originally  eoniemplaied,  yet  the  appro- 
priation oDght  not  to  be  withheld  now  the  eon* 
traet  was  made. 

Mr.  Stobrb  spoke  of  the  merits  of  the  paint- 
ing,  and  said,  ibe  very  feet  that  he  had  reeeived 
firs  ihoasand  dollon  ia  one  town  alone,  for  in  ei- 
hibitioD,  proved  thai  it  was  worth  mote  to  Colo- 
net  Trumball  than  Congreia  were  to  pay  him 
for  it ;  and,  if  the  House  chose  to  disavow  the 
aontract,  Colonel  Tfvmbnll  wonld,  he  bad  no 


diHibt,  he  glad  of  it,  as  he  could  derive  douUe 
the  emolnment  from  the  painting  by  keeping  it, 
or  even  by  selllag  it  ebewhere.  Respecting  Hr. 
Sphnocb'b  motion,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  coold  do  no 
harm  to  make  the  appropriation,  as  Colonel 
Trambnil  wonld  not  get  the  money  until  the 
painting  was  delivered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  stvikioy  OM 
the  nppropriatioD,  and  decided  in  the  negative— 
ayes  KL 

Tbe  Comaiitee  having  risen,  and  reported  pro- 
gfesi,  tbe  House  adjourned. 

WEomaDAT,  February  10. 

Mr.  Hgbbert,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Colombia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  further  lo 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington," 

lorted  the  same  without  ameadmenl,  and  tbe 

I  was  ordered  lo  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  HlRBBBT,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  ameodmcQts  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  bills  of  ibis  House,  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Provi- 
dent Association  of  Clerks,  in  the  Civil  Depart- 
meal  of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  ihe  District  of  Columbia ;"  and  "Ad  act  to 
incorporate  tbe  Medical  Society  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  reported  their  agreement  thereto. 
The  said  amendmenls  were  ihen  severalty  read 
and  concurred  in  by  tbe  House, 

Mr.  LivEBUOBB,  from  the  Commiltee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to 
alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads  }  which  was 
read  twice,  and  commiliea  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HoLKES  submitted  a  joint  tesolutioo,  to 
auiborize  Ihe  iransmiision  of  the  docnmeots  ac- 
companying tbe  report  of  the  committee  lo  ex- 
amiae  into  ihe  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sistes,  free  of  postage ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-dsy.  The  resoluiion  was  then  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HttnBUtD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, aocompaaied  with  dosnmants : 

Saohei,  That  the  'ComuMe*  on  Psoiions  and 
RtvolDtionery  Clainu  be  initnietod  to  inqnire  into 
tha  sxpsdisn^  ot  ^aoiiiK  Iieae  Btebbins  on  the  tdII 
of  mv^id  pSMJsners. 

The  reiolntion  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  lo  which  is  committed 
Ihe  bill  eoneerning  invalid  pensioners. 

The  Commiltee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph 
Wheaion,weie  discharged  from  tbe  consideration 
[hereof,  and  it  wa^  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  to  Increase  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of 
Governmeot,"  were  dlschamd,  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  oflhe  Whole  to  which 
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Twnvum,  1818- 


i9«MBaiinedUi«UUiDaUiicippropri«tu>»fortk« 


dudutr^  from  th«  farthec  eoutdwKlIoB  of  (he 
TMoluuoo  Robmiciad  bf  Ur.  PiHDALb,0Dibe&4tb 
December  last,  iDstrnctiDfj  tkem  10  ioqnirfl  iMi> 
ibe  expedieDcy  ofcompUliDc  tkc  rotd  mm  Cum- 
btrUnd  10  Wb«eliag,  and  Um  tMoiiuira  was 
onlcred  to  lie  oo  the  uble. 

A  message  from  the  Seoa(e  iaformed  the  Hohm 
tbal  the  Sesate  bare  paiaei  bUla  «f  tfc«  MtowIOs 
lilleE,\o  wit :  "An  act  proridiiy  dot  a  mat  ot 
lantl,  foi  the  seat  of  soTernmeDt  id  lb*  State  of 
MiMissippi,  and  for  tlie  lapport  of  a  teminarf  of 


leaTDiog  witUu  the  Mid  attttf  "An  act  eon- 
firmiDsADlboDyCaralieraDd  peter Petitjinibi  ' 
claim  to  a  tract  of  Uitd ;"  aod  "An  act  auth< 
izing  the  Fretidsat  of  the  UDited  Siaifs  lo  pi., 
chaie  ibe  laitds  reserved  bj  Ibe  act  of  the  3d  of 
Harcb,  1817,  lo  certain  chieRi,  warrior^  or  other 
radians  of  the  Creek  aatioo  ;"  in  which  billi 
iber  ask  the  eoacurrence  of  this  House. 

An  aci  ptoridiog  for  a  graat  of  land)  for  the 
teat  of  gorerameDt  in  the  State  of  Mbsitsippi, 
and  for  the  support  of  a  semioarf  of  learuDg 
witbia  the  said  Stale ;  an  ae^  aathoriziog  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  lo  porcbaae  the 
lands  reserved  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  Much, 
1817,  to  certain  chiefs,  warriors,  or  other  Indians 
of  the  Creek  nation  ;  an  act  coaDrmJog  Ambon)' 
Caralier  and  Peter  Petit,  in  their  claim  to  a  trasl 
of  land,  were  seTeraltp  read  twice,  and  referred, 
the  first  and  second  to  uxe  Commiiiee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  and  the  third  to  the  Committee  on 
Prinaie  Land  Claims, 

BngrosBcd  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 

convey  a  lot  or  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the 


ind  others,  were  severally  read  the  third  t 

and  pasted. 

OBNBBAL  APPKOPRIATION  WILL. 

Tte  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  general  aporopriaiioo 
bill  for  13ia 

Tbe  appioKialMa  ooumbmI  ia-  tha  bill  of 
9260,000  for  iba  ftftamt  of  matun  ^m  aad  ha- 
Doming  due  on  exiuiusMHracis  mc  cwtptaiing 
(be  road  fiom  CoaMiand,  in  Harylwid,  to  ib« 
SHtaofOhMiWitb  lka««aMlBeu«f  tfe.  Clat 
to  add  an  appropriation  orft28^O0O  in  tb  ttOU- 
plalion  of  said  road,  g^v«  run  to  mwh  dabata. 

Mr.  SutTB  of  Uaryland,  Mr.  Ci^at,  Mr.  Pia- 
DALi.,  Mr.  BaacBBB.  and  Mr.  Pitkiv,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  apptopnation  ;  Mr.  Jobhson,  of  Vir- 

Snt^^againat  any  apfropriatioo  for  this  ot^t: 
r.  BaLDwiN  against  the  latter  appropri%tion ; 
and  Mr.  Taiojiadqe  against  tbe  appropriation— 
on  the  groand  of  imputed  misapplioauon  of  the 
tuoney. 

Mr.  JoBNBOH,  of  Virginia,  movtd  lo  strike  out 

of  the  bill  the  clause  appropriating  $250,000  for 

present  contrnts}  which  motion  was  negadved. 

Mr.  Cu.r  mored  to  insorl  an  additiosal  appro- 


priailen  trf*  |jM9,090  f<K  lh«  aomplMiM  af  iki 
road;  whieh  waa  agreed  to  by  Ue  ftfivmag  rota: 
Foribea4ditiMwlappropriaiioB66,^gaiaai  il91. 

Tlie  Connuttae  laan  prooaeded  to  the  eoaud- 
ernuon  of  Uw  hill  from  (be  ScbbM,  laCHiad  u 
tba  aama  Canumittea,  to  iaeKaae  lb*  aalaiMa  of 
caruin  eSccn  of  tba  C3ovannnaot-»<tD  cire  ike 
Heads  of  DepartflMBta  aalartaa  of  W^OSO  awh, 
tba  PaatOMMer  $ifiOO,  and  the  Aitoraey  Qtwt- 
ral*3,S0a) 

Mr.  HorBiBaoH  moved  to  amend  this  bill  aa 
at  10  giva  to  tba  Chief  Jostiee  of  thn  UaiMd 
Siatea  85,000  per  tBBWBi,and  tetlH  oiiwut  jodtra 
•4,600  per  nwin. 

After  debate,  ihit  molioa  wa»  acree*!  loSi 
to  57. 

Ur.  WwTMAR  aiovcd  an  .atBaadflieat  to  km- 
ctaaae  Ue  aalafiea  «f  the  two  Auiiiaoi  Pvatnuu- 
tan  OfMral,  floBi  81,800  lo  93,600  per  wwtMR  > 
wbicb  WBa  ncgativad. 

Mr.  Run  mavad  t*  lediiea  the  pfopaead  aato- 
ria*  of  ika  Haad*  of  DepaUBMata  from  tft,DpO  ta 
85,600;  wfaiefc  nioikin  was  ncgttivad  by  a  cob- 
sideraUe  w^jotity. 

When  the  Committee  WM  liKM  to  liaa — 

Mr.  Cukr'nm,  and  aaid,  thkt  it  k»i  batp  kit 
settled  intantMB  lo  laBBW^^Mllai  tbia  UU^  ikt 
pMpoaiiioa  which  ba  had  Md  Uk  ^nac  of  anb- 
miuiafaLtba  Ust  aosaion,  kanng  for  ila  o^iaat 
tba  recogaiiiw  of  ibe  iod^ndeMa  of  Um  usi- 
ted  ProvlDca*  of  Soglh  Amcriea.  He  was  re- 
BWiaed  from  exacating  that  intention  by  two 
caBsideraiiona  1  one  was  hit  pafaoaal  iadi^oai- 
tioa,  but  another  and  a  more  imponant  om  wm 
the  anaU  portMO  of  tbe  aesaioB  yai  tcmaiBiBC  to 
traaaaet  the  poblic  bueinasa.  Wbiki  ba  wa*  of, 
be  would  say,  ibtt  so  fu  from  his  opiaioBS  ex- 


pceoaad  on  Ue  forian  ofcaaioB  havii^  iiB4er(BBe 
asy  abaaga,  they  bad  bean  ■trenctkenad  aad  ««>• 
firoied  by  aill  tM  ocourranoes  whieb  had  sakaa- 
Qwntly  taken  place.  Hahadbeenaaxion^iftinB 
bad  petniued,  lo  eianiBe  what  afiMBted  to  lun 
very  eiaapttDBBbte  raaeow  aasigoodfoi  daelini^ 
10  reeogwse  ant  sitter  Republic,  is  a  panri  bbU- 
tUd  ta  tba  masi  prafoHad  reapaet— (he  Uessaga 
of  (ba  President  at  tba  opeaii^  of  iha  Congrvse. 
He  waa  desiroua  alao  of  noiiciBg  the  aiiU  mora 
wceplioaable  grounda  ukea  ia  a  paper  raeaady 
iMBsmitied  10  the  Houie  front  (he  D^anmtm 
of  Stale.  (It  ought  to  ba  laid  t^a  o«r  tiU«; 
wky  it  was  not,  ke  did  not  know.  He  bopad  oaa 
wortky  Cletk  WOnU,  in  bis  fntore  oonltaol  Ck 
the  pnUie  printing,  guard  agaiaat  the  ielay  to 
which  WB  have  been  lo  olWk  ntueeted.)  ^o» 
that  paper  it  appeared  that  a*an  a  Conaal  eonld 
not  be  received  Irora  tbe  Southera  Repoblic,  b»- 
caase  the  grant  of  an  exeqnater  impliMi  r«aog|i> 
lion.  We  receive  her  flag,  wa  admit  bei  co»> 
merce,  and  yet  refuse  the  Consular  protection 
which  that  nag  and  commeMw  neaaaaarily  draw 
with  them  I  Btit  to  submit  bis  propoaiiioi  wonU 
be  to  ooaaaion  perhaps  a  protraeied  debate.  And 
considering  the  few  daya  yet  kft  na;  the  piasa- 
ing  and  urgeai  though  not  more  imporiani  boai- 
ness  yet  to  be  done ;  be  should  hold  hinuelf 
inexeuiaUe  to  tke  Hous*  and  to  tbe  country,  after 
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General  Aff^primiion  Bill, 


cQUuni^iwi  <tf  time  in  mtaM,  if  lu  wstt  «tm 
tk*  Mtateaiiaiwl  btifUHMBt  of  ptHeniiDr  tiu- 
MMMgc  of  what  Diifkt  ba  lluHigbtenHiHal  lun> 
Bb  wodU  lik*  «zciWiiiglr  to  eoMmt  ib«  olriM- 


I  Moda  urfad  agaiwt  lk«  MoepiioB  of  the  TeneiM- 
I  UiaMiDiMM  with  the  more  f6nrib)e«i4tlrmgtr 
I  •&«*  that  lir  to  ib«  reeepiioQ  of  ibe  pment 
I         Braaiih  Hiaister.    Bat,  deep  as  wn  ibe  iaierest 

mtch  be  herelorore  had  felt  ind  sliH  fell,  ia  the 
I  anccGM  of  the  great  strode  to  tbe  Sooth,  he 
I  moBi,  for  the  reasoDE  BHigoed,  forbear  to  prasa 
I         anr  proposilioii  upon   the  House  at  present. — 

Sbewd  It  be  BeeeMary  at  qnotfaer  seasioD,  and 
I         akoold  he  hare  the  boaor  of  a  seat  on  this  fioor 

then,  ha  pledged  himself  to  bring  as  the  sabjeet, 
I         OHMS  adrerat  eimes   should  reiuler  it  higblr 
I        ioMMdieDt. 
I  The  CoumiiUa  then  tow,  and  repotted  ilit 

two  bill*  j(  bad  bad  oadei  asuidetMioo ;  aiul, 
*  Mntt  a  ■itiiog  of  seaily  six  koaie,  tliaHoua 
I       «4piirDed. 

^BnxaoAX,  Febtnotf  11. 
I           A  naw  naMftai,  ta  wit:  froM  Maftk  Oartliaa, 
t        OBfcu<K»Bt«Bn,-Bltota«.t««Wlj  tl~   ~ 


aMire  ,. 

Ml*  tooh  hi*  laM. 

Mr.  Peift^nraa  pfewnt^d  i 


peHljoi)  of  the 


that  a  port  of  eotrf  nay  be  c«tBbiu«M  oa  P«fr1 
[trer,  as  near  ai  may  be  to  the  moBtb  of  lb« 
Maae-— KcAnwd  to  tlw  CommiKeeof  CaauiMfea 
ami  Manofactiiree. 

Mr.  JoBHBOH,  of  KcDtueky,  fron  iho  CoBoil* 
lee  on  Military  A&irs,  to  wUob  waa  refatnd 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eotiiled  "An  act  Cor  tJte 
relief  of  John  A.  Dii,"  reported  the  tame  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  oom- 
inilted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  UoDie 
that  the  Senate  bare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''Ad 
act  more  effectually  to  proride  for  the  puniih- 
ment  of  certain  crimes,  and  for  other  parposes;" 
in  which  they  ask  the  coocurience  of  this  Hous«. 

The  bill  wu  Kail  twtoc,  and  rafermi  lo  the 
CoaaHtWB  on  ibo  Judioiarr. 

On  moiioa  af  Mr.  Wiujahb,  of  Ntwth  Cars' 
Una,  the  ComBUliae  oa  Mililaty  Afbir*  wars 
diaabargMl  -fRm  the  farther  oonsidcnilioii  of  the 


resolution  mbmiited  by  him  some  dsy*  Ma, 
ittng  an  ia^utfy  into  the  exptdkaey  of^tei 
\g  the  Army  of  the  United  EHalesu 


raattn 


.  r.  W.  ataied  that  h«  nada  ibis  propOMtion 
with  the  view  of  noring  lo-natrow  to  instrvct 
the  Military  Committee  lo  bring  in  a  bill  to 
redoea  the  Army,  on  whkh  motion  tb 
tbe  UoQie  coaM  be  asctrtaioed ;  and  irhil*  tba 
Home  was  eagaged  en  the  Bank  subject,  the 
committee  cwild  b«  preparing  tbe  bill,  if  they 
■honld  be  so  instructed. 

The  bill  from  the  Berate  aupplcmaatal  to  iIm 
aat  farther  to  amend  tbe  chanet  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  was  read  the  liuH  iiiae,aad  paned. 


GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Howe  toak  np  and  Btoeeoded  to  consider 
the  araeadmenu  reported  oy  the  Commillae  of 
the  Whde,  to  iba  bill  making  ■pptopriaiiooi  far 
the  lappott  of  QoverDiaeat  for  tne  year  IftlO. 

Tbe  first  qoesiioa  wan,  oo  coaeotring  in  Iha 
amendmcol  which  proposed  to  inwrt  the  fol lav- 
ing item:  "For  completiog  tbe  United  Statei 
road  from  Cumberland,  in  HBryUnd,  to  the  Ohio 
rivet,  $385,000." 

Mr.  BAasBTTspobeat  some  length  against  this 
appropriation. 

Mr.  7aklob,  after  suppoiting  his  motion  by 
■aieral  acguaiBCi,  propwed  to  add  the  foUo^iaf 
amandoMat : 

To  be  repaid  out  of  Om  iund  rsewrs*  tar  iMiac 
oat  and  mtkng  roads  to  tba  State  of  Ohio,  bv  *DWe 
of  the  Mt,  entitled  "Ad  set  to  enable  thepe^e  of  tbe 
esstem  diiiilon  of  the  Territory  Northneit  of  the  liter 
Ohio  to  form  ■  censtitutiaD  and  State  goTeroment,  and 
for  the  edmii^D  of  each  State  into  the  OUnn  on  en 
eqosl  footing  nith  the  origins!  States,  and  fbr  otfaet 


The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tdok- 
KB,  of  Peoosylrania,  Stobrs,  and  Spbhcib,  and 
supported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Ahvgbsom  ; 
air  of  whom  went  incidentally  somewhat  into  the 
general  question  of  the  appropriaiion. 

Tbe  amendment  was  nnally  agreed  to;  and 
tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  si&rma- 
live — yeas  82,  nays  71,  as  follows : 

Yiu— Mewrs.  Abbot,  Andenon  of  KeatDokj,  Ba*- 
bsT  of  Ohio,  Baylsy,  Beeeber,  Bloomfisld,  Can^beU, 
ColatoD,  Cranford,  Ciosat,  CoihmsD,  Daridwn,  De- 
sha, Drake,  Fuller,  OUbert,  Hail  of  DeUwaro,  Hairi- 
ton,  Hendricki,  Herbsrt,  Heirick,  Hitchcock,  Helmea, 
Hostetter,  Hubbstd,  Hootei,  Jobnaon  of  Kentucky, 
Jones,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Little,  LiTennoce, 
Lowndes,  McLaae  of  Oelawate,  McLeao  of  DGami, 
MsMn  of  M««adiDaetts,  Mercer,  HiddletoB,  MiBa. 
Saaind  Moore,  Hoaeley,  Mamy,  J«Nmlah  Habnn, 
NeaUtt,  Hew,  Kewtoa,  Ogden,  Panott,  PattanMi, 
PiadaU,  F<dadsatBt,  Paiter,  Qawdw,  Reed,  Biea,  Kdi, 
IliBK<dd,  BebMlaoa,  Sanlsa,  Sckaylar,  Saybwt,  Bher. 
wo^Silabae,  SankiD^  S.  fcniib.  B.  Smith,  ^aad, 
Bt«^,  Wrothai,  Staad  of  Maryhad,  Tan,  TbtIm, 
Terrell,  Teny,  Trimble,  Toekei  of  ViTginia,  UoMp. 
Walker  of  Kantwiky,  WalUce,  Weatarlo,  and  Wbit- 

Nais— Maascs.  Adaias,  Andenen  of  PenaslltaMB, 
AuMJa,  BaldwiD,  Ball,  Barboni  of  Tiigiaia.  Sesaettt 
Bennett,  Blount,  Beden,  Bnrwell,  Clagelt,  Comstock, 
Cook,  Crafts,  DaiUiwton,  Edwards,  ElUoott,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  GarneU,  Hale,  Hall  of  North  CaroUna,  Eha- 
biouck,  Herkinier,  BeUter,  Hogg,  Hopkinson,  Hon- 
tington,  Irriog  of  Kew  Yoik,  Johnson  of  Tii 
Ertland,  Lawyer,  W.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mart 
Mason  of  Rhode  Iitand,  Meirill,  RobacI  Moore,  Motton, 
H.  Nelson,  Orr,  Palmer,  Pawling,  Pegran,  Pitkin, 
Rhea,  Richards,  Rogers.  Sampson,  SsTage,  Sswyer, 
Scndder,  Bergeanl,  Settlateloennb,  J.  S.  Smith,  Boath- 
aid,  ^encat,  Stewart  of  Honk  Oaieitea,  Talkaadge, 
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TavpUni,  TowMMd,  Tneku  of  Soalh  Caralin*, 
l^rtw,  WMKkern,  WUtand*,  WiUiami  of  OoMMticat, 
WiHiuu  of  N«ir  Tork,  WiUiuH  of  North  Ouolina, 
•nd  Wibon  of  Paui^lTuiia. 

Hr.  Tatlob  (hen  moved  the  same  ■meadment, 
to  come  ID  ftfier  the  approprialioa  of  9^60,000, 
for  diKhaTciag  clums  due  ind  beeoming  doe 
DDdei  eiiurDg  eoDtractt  for  making  uid  road ; 
which  wai  agreed  to  nem.  eon. 

Hr.  JoBNSoR,  of  Vii^iDia,  iheo  oflered  an 
ameodmeDl,  which,  after  some  discnuioD,  in 
which  Mr.  J.  supponed,  and  Menrs.  Suitbi  of 
UarytsDd,  and  Lowkdes,  made  some  remarks, 
priocipalij  ezplanatorf,  wki  agreed  to,  as  fol> 
lows: 

"  For  •  defideue;  ia  the  appropriatioiw  of  fenner 
^ewi  toi  the  pejinent  at  ezpeaMe  on  fmesn  inter- 
eovTM,  Inchidmg  loaaas  an  drtfti  and  the  dilfeieiiee  of 
qxchange,  $S6,0b0." 

This  item,  as  it  originallf  stood  in  the  bill, 
read—"  For  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for 
the  year  1818,  for  coniiikgent  expenses  of  said 
missions,  (Rio  Janeiro,  Madrid,  London,  Hague, 
and  StoeUioim,)  «25,o6o." 

Mr.  Tehrell  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  u> 
increase  the  appropriation  for  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Surgeon  Qeoeral  from  (1,150  to 
53150. 

This  motion  gave  rise  also  to  some  debate,  and 
was  fioall;  negatived,  without  a  diviuoo. 

Mr.  JoBHBON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  redace  the 
contingent  appropriation  for  defrajring  the  ex- 
penses aiiending  intercourse  wiih  foreign  itations 
(generally  called  the  secret  service  fund)  from 
(50,000(0  $30,000  i  which  motion  Mr.  J.  sup- 

Sorted  at  some  leacib,  and  was  replied  to  by 
tessrt.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  and  Lowrdes,  and 
was  finatlr  agreed  to — ayes  70,  noes  54. 

After  some  inqutrv  hj  Mr.  Stbotheii  into  the 
appropriation  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  com- 
missioners, dtc.,  for  running  the  boundary  under 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  ibe  probable  duration  of 
this  service,  dbc.,  and  reply  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  toe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroMed 
for  a  third  reading;  and 

The  House  proceeded  to  tbc  consideration  of 
the  aiqendment  repotted  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  to  increase  the  selario  of  cer- 
tain oSeara  of  the  Oovemraent,  viz.,  to  iaereaae 
alao  ibe  eorapenWion  of  the  Chief  Jnatiee  and 
Jadgea  of  the  Supreme  Cotin. 

Considerable  debate  agaiD  took  plaee  on  this 
amendment,  in  which  MeaiTe.  Uoijua,  Hofkih- 
aoK,  LivHMOKB,  and  Mill*,  partteipated. 

Tlv  amendment  waa  Soaliy  conenrred  in  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Strotheb  then  moved  the  indefinite  posl- 
ponement  of  the  bill ;  which  motion  he  inppoited 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length  against  the 
bill,  and  wu  replied  to  brieSy  by  Hr.  johhsor, 
of  Kentucky;  when 

The  qaestiuD  was  taken  on  poatponing  the  bill 
iodc&nitely.  and  decided  in  tne  neg^tlv^-yeaa 
59^  Bays  93,'  as  foUowi :      ,  ' 

~         "      1.  Avsliii,  Ball,  Baikeu  ef  Viiginla, 


Baleman,  B^eyi  Bennett,  BvnnU,  Cempbell,  Cook, 
Orafts,  Culbieth,  Davideon,  Dedte,  Bdwarda,  Folger, 
Gainett,  Hall  of  North  CanilfaM,  Hubronek,  HericiiMr, 
Henick,  Heff,  HanUr,  Hnnlingtan,  Johnson  at  Vir- 
ginia,  Linn,  McLean  of  niinois,  W.  Haclay,  W.  F. 
Madav,  McCoy.  Merrill,  Robert  Moore,  MertoB,  Hur- 
ray, H.  NeleoD,  Patterson,  Pegiam,  Ridiaida,  S«(tei% 
Sampson,  Savage,  Bawyer,  Scodder,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Slocnmb,  Ballard  Smith,  i.  8.  Smith,  Southard,  Bpaad, 
Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Btrother,  Tatr,  Toiiipkin>, 
Towiuend,  Tockei  of  South  Carolina,  Tyl«,  Walker 
of  Kentucky,  WilUams  of  New  Tork,  and  Willianu 
of  North  Carolina. 

Naib — Means.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alleot  Baldwm,  Bav 
ber  of  Ohio,  BaaNtt,  Beecfaer,  Blooinfield,  Butler  of 
Loninana,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Colston,  Comstoek,  Ctaw- 
liird,  Crofer,  Ctutunan,  Darlington,  Earle,  Ellicotl, 
Ervin  of  Soath  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Gage, 
Hale,  Hall  of  Delavrate,  Harnion,  Herbert,  Hitchcock, 
Holmea,  Hopkineon,  Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Irving  of 
New  Tork,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Jooei,  Kinaey,  Kiit- 
land,  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Little,  Livsrmore,  Lownde«, 
McLane  of  IMaware,Maaon  of  Maswthuaetta,  Maaoii 
of  Rhode  Idand,  Hereet,  Middlelan,  Milla,  Samnel 
Moore,  Moeeley,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Neitet^  Ogdm, 


ield,RebertMn,R«H^ae,S<      ...... 

Sherwood,  eUebee,  SibiUbb,  8.  Snutb,8peiieer,  SletK, 
TaUmadge,  Ts^lor,  TeneO,  Terry,  Tockar  of  TirgiBia, 
Uidiam,  Wallaoe,  Wendovw,  Weelerio,  Whitmaa, 
Wilkin,  WilUaau  of  Conneelient,  WiUoa  of  Maena- 
chnaetls,  and  WUaen  of  Penui^vania. 

Mr.  WfliTHAR  thei  renewed  the  tnoiion  which 
be  bad  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  is- 
creasetbe  aalariea  of  the  Assistant  Poetmaners 
General  to  9^,500,  and  supported  his  mbiion  by 
reference  to  sundry  facts  to  prove  its  necessity. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and, 

After   an   unsuccessful    motion   by  Mr. 


SntTH  to 


the  bill,  for  the 


purpose 


of 


idcreasing  the  salaries  of  the  district  judges,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  Hoose 
adjourned. 


Friut,  February  12, 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  Committee  of  Reviaal 
and  Unfinished  Busineai,  reported  a  bill  eoneam- 
ing  the  allowance  of  pentiena  upon  a  telinqoirii- 
ment  of  bouiir  landsj  which  waa  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engroeted  and  read  a  third  time 
to-msrrow. 

Mr.  FoiRD^TBR,  from  the  Conmitiee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reticf  of 
Henry  Batman;  which  was  read  Iwiee,  and  Of 
dered  to  be  eflgroaaed  and  read  a  Ibfrd  lime  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  eomniuee,  to  wbM 
was  referred  hills  from  the  Senate  of  the  follow- 
ing tide^  to  wit:  "An  act  pravidiBg  for  a  giwi 
otland  for  the  eeat  of  government  id  the  Stale  of 
Mississippi,  and  for  the  sopport  of  a  aemiiiarT  of 
learning  within  the  said  Slate ;"  1^X0  act  anlhor- 
iiing  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  por- 
chaae  the  landa  reacrved  by  the  aet  of  tlw  3d  of 
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H.  OF  R. 


relief  of  John  Clark;"  uni  "An  act  for  adJDsiiDg 
tbe  claims  to  laDd  and  esnbliahioe  land  offleea  in 
tlie  dhtricts  eaat  of  the  islaod  of  New  Orleans." 
reported  the  said  bills  wilhoat  amendmeDt. 

Tbe  three  firat  roeniioaed  of  the  Mtd  bills  were 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  and 
the  latter  to  lie  oa  ihe  table. 

Tb«  CMBmiiiee  of  Claim*  were  discharged 
frvm  lb«  further  emisideratiaii  of  tbe  bill  from 
ibe  Senate,  eotitted  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Wtrd^'  and  il  was  referred  lo  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  ReroluiioDarr  Claims. 

Mr.  LiVERMDBK,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the 
Pnl  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  free- 
ing from  postage,  letters,  and  packets  to  and  from 
certain  officers  of  Agrlcnitaral  Societies;  which 
was  lead  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infornicd  iha 
House  that  the  Senate  have  paeaed  btUa  of  [be 
fotlowiw  title*,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Daniel  Pediboae;"  and  "An  act  making  appro- 
piiuiaos  to  carry  into  effect,  treaties  conemded 
with  aaveral  la<uaa  trtbaa  ihereiD  menlioaed ;" 
in  which  bills  Huy  ask  tbe  concurrence  of  tbii 
Hotwe. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act  for 
the  relkf  of  JDaniet  Peitibrae,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  Mesan.  Foloib,  Seiobaht,  anil 

SCTBIBT. 

The  bill  from  the  Saitalc,  entitled  "An  act 
making  apptcpriationE  to  carry  into  effect  Iraaties 
concluded  with  several  Indian  tribes  therein  men* 
lioned,"  was  ie«d  twice,  aad  referred  to  tbe  Co^ 
mittee  of  Waf  ■  and  Means. 

Tbe  House  teok  up  for  cooaideratioo  the  re- 
port made  by  tbe  Committee  of  Waya  and  Hean* 
durii^  tbe  last  seasioD,  on  ttte  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  Preiident  of  ibe  United  Slates  to 
diMribute  an  addilioBal  aum  among  tbe  aesetsors 
of  the  United  Btntes.     Whereupon, 

Do  motion  of  Mr.  BAJteoon,  of  Virgtoia,  tbe 
morl  waa  recommitted  to  ibe  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meaoa,  with  iottraeiioDs  to  inquire 
iuo  the  eipedicnBy  of  preparing  and  reporting  a 
bSl  allowing  compeoaatioa  to  tbeie  Attessora 
who.  nodet  the  act  of  AtigiM  2, 1813,  commeneed 
the  dutiei  pmeribed  tharcio,  aad  were  prcranted 
from  proceeding  by  rciioB  of  theStue  to  which 
tbeii  eeaeBtmoit  dutrtct  beiottged  aamming  its 
quota  of  the  direct  tax. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiHDBXTsa,a  committee 
was  appointed,  jointly,  with  aoeh  committee  ai 
mnv  be  appointed  by  the  Seoatej  lo  inquire  what 
snbjeets  before  the  two  Houses  it  will  be  proper 
to  aat  on  during  tbe  present  seiMOD  of  Congrcw ; 
and  Meisia,  PoixnBXTEB,  BAaaBTT,  Pitein, 
Tatuir,  and  Holubb,  were  appointed  on  tbe 
part  of  this  Hoose. 

An  eogroaaed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriatiOH  for  the  support  of  QoTcrament,  for 
tbe  year  1819,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
paased. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to 
iDcnaie  the  salatiaa  of  certain  offican  of  GoTera- 
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meat,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  ainevded;  and 

on  the  question,  Shall  it  pwsT  il  vaa  determinei] 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nays  66,  is  follows  ; 
Yiii — Meur*.  Adaou,  Allen  of  M ■Machutetts,  An- 
denon  of  Kenlaal^,  Buber  of  Ohio,  BMutt,  Beecher, 
Btonnt,  Bailer  of  toniiknu,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Colit^ 
Comitock,  Croger,  Ciuhman,  Dirlington,  DtTtdioa, 
SlUoott,  Fidur,  Flojd,  FoUer,  HtJa,  Bali  of  Dala- 
ware,  Heibart,  Hitchcock,  Holmes,  HopkinMU,  Hal>- 


bird,  JohneoD  of  Kentucky,  Kiniej,  urilud,  Law. 

Kr,  Linccdn,  Little,  LiTennore,  HcLaan  of  Delawarat 
uon  of  MtsaachneeUa,  Mercer,  HiddleloQ,  Mille, 


Moaelej,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  NsAitt,  Newton,  Ogden, 
Palmer,  I^OTatt,  fowling,  PindaH,  KlUn,  Pleaaanta, 
Poindntar,  QMrle%  Hhea,  Rkw,  Itich,  lOigprid,  Rob- 
ertHm,  Rng^M,  Bchnylst,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Silsbee, 
Simkius,  S.  SbmI^  AMxandei  Sniya,^)eilear,  fitorra, 
Stewot  of  Marylaad,  Taylor,  Tany,  WeDdorar, 
Weetwlo,  WUtaan,  Wilkin.  William*  of  Cemtecti- 
eat,  and  Wilaon  ofMaaaachnsetta. 

KiXB— Maaara.  Anitin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia> 
Batsman,  Bayin,  Bennett,  Bodesi,  Bunrall,  Camjt' 
betl,  CoiA,  Crafti,  Colbrelh,  Deaha,  Edwards,  Gar- 
natt,  Oilbffi,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hendricks,  Her< 
kimer,  Herriek,  HoBliaglon,  Johinen  of  Virginia, 
Linn,  HcLaan  of  Ulinoia,  W.  Haclay,  W.  P.  Maclay, 
MeCoy,  Marchand,  MsnUl,  Bobnt  Moore,  Samnel 
Moore,  Morton,  H.  Nelaon,  Fattenon,  Pegraio,  Hlch- 
ards,  Rogera,  Bampaon,  Savage,  Sondder,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Be).  Sakh,  Soathaid,  Stawart  of  North  Car> 
oliu,  Bbothnr,  Terr,  TompkiDS,  Tncker  of  SonUi 
CaroUna,  Tylsr,  Walker  of  North  CanUaa,  Wallaee, 
WUteeide,  William*  at  H^m  York,  Williams  of  N. 
Carolina,  and  Wilaaa  of  PeaniylTaaia. 

.    BANKS-DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  HEaniRT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Di>- 
trict  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  coocernlDK  the 
baak*  of  tbe  District  of  Columbia.  [Providing 
for  the  ooneolidatioB  of  the  sereral  banks  of  the 
District  into  two  in  each  town,  riz:  in  the  City 
of  Washiogton,.  under  the  denomination  of  the 
Bank  of  mshtngton  aad  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis; in  QeorgetowB,  under  tbe  denomina- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  Colombia  and  the  Bank  of 
Qeorgelown ;  and  io  Alexandria,  under  the  de- 
Romiitation  of  tbe  Bank  of  Alexandria  and  the 
Bank  of  Potomac — each  with  a  capital  of  one 
million  of  dollars;  the  remaioiog  present  banks 
to  be  merged  in  thoee  abere  named,  if  they  shall 
think  proper,  as  follewi  t  Tbe  Patnolic  Bank,  to 
■ubscribc  iu  capital  in  the  Bank  of  WasbingtODt 
the  Union  Bank,  ihe  Farmen  and  Meohanios' 
Bank,  and  (he  Central  Bank  of  Qengetown,  to 
subscribe  their  capitals  in  the  new  Bank  of  , 
QeoT^town;  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  tbe  Me- 
chanio*'  Bank,  and  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexnn- 
dria,  to  subscribe  their  capitals  in  the  new  Bank 
of  Alexandria;  aad  tbe  Franklin  Bank  lo  snb' 
scribe  its  capital  to  the  Bank  of  Potomac;  tbe 
said  Eubecrtptions  to  be  made  on  or  before  the 
first  Mondny  in  July,  in  itae  books  to  be  opened 
for  that  purpose.  The  banks  created  by  this  act, 
'    subscribe,  on  (heir  organixation,  eix  per  c 


1165 


HIBTOBY  OF  G0N0BB8S. 


1156 


RedticUon  ^  tA«  Army. 


BBDUCnON  OF  THE  ABKT. 

Mr.  WiLLiiMs,  of  North  Carolini,  agreeablr 
to  the  iDlimBiioD  which  he  gave  festerday ,  sub- 
milted  the  following  rexolatioD; 

Saolved,  That  th«  MUitai^  Peaca  Establiahmtnt  of 
tiM  United  8tataa  ahtll  mmuI  of  ludt  propottioDi  of 
artiUety,  infantrj,  and  riflemen,  not  aiee«dug,  m  the 
whole,  six  thomand  men,  ai  the  Pniident  of  tbt 
United  Statei  chall  judge  proper;  and  that  the  Com- 
mitl»e  on  Hilitaiy  ABda  be  initniettd  to  rapoit  a 
bill  for  that  parpote. 

Mr.  WiLLUHS  supported  his  propositian  in  ■ 
ipeech  of  Dearijr  two  hour*  in  leDglh. 

Mr.  HasRiBON,  of  Ohio,  nptied,  and  apoka  aUo 
■t  oouaideraUe  lenglh  igainat  the  piopoahioii  to 
lednce  the  Army.    When  he  bad  concluded, 

Hr.  SiMcma,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  intimating  a 
wish  to  offer  hii  opinions  on  the  qncalion,  which 
the  laleoKs  of  ibe  hour  oppoaed  to-day,  mored 
an  adjournment;  which  motion  wai  agreed  toi 
aod  the  House  adjourned. 

Satcsdat,  Febiaary  13. 

A  meatage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houaa 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  supplemeniarv  to  the  acta 
coticetning  the  coasting  trade ;"  and  "An  act  to 
erect  an  equestrian  ataiue  of  Qeneral  Wasbing- 
toD  in  the  Capitol  square ;"  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  concerning  the  allowance  of  pensions 
upon  a  relinquishment  a(  hooniy  lands,  and  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Batman,  were  seyer- 
ally  read  the  third  tiote,  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  Ibe  following  titles, 
to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Clark ;  An 
act  providiog  for  a  grant  o{  land  for  the  seal  of 
goTcrnmeni  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  for 
the  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning  within  the 
said  State ;  and  An  act  autboriziog  tbe  President 
of  the  United  States  to  purchase  the  lands  re- 
•erred  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  to 
eeitaio  chiefs  and  warriors  or  other  Indians  of 
the  Creek  nation,  were  severally  read  the  tbitd 
time,  and  passed. 

Toe  bill  from  (he  Senate  entitled  "An  aetsop- 
plemeniary  to  the  acts  concerning  the  ooastiitg 
trade,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act  to 
erect  an  equestrian  statue  of  Oeneral  Wasbiog- 
lon  in  the  Capitol  square,"  was  read  twice,  and 
eommiiied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day neii. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Johnsoh,  of  Virginia,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
tnoneya,  and  the  amoant  transferred  by  ibe  Sank 
of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  use  or  accommoda- 
tion of  Ibe  QDvernment  or  its  agenis,  to  any  place 
or  places  where  an  equal  amount  of  pablic  mo- 
ney had  not  been  previously  received  by  the  said 
bank  or  Its  btancbea. 


SEDUCTION  or  THE  ARMT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  again  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  offered  bv  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  to  reduce  the  Amy  of 
the  United  Suies. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Skith,  of  Nonb  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Seiahed,  Tltat  (he  act  or  acu  of  Congreai  aathor- 

log  the  appMn(fflMt  of  (wo  Hwu  Oeuiala  ba  r«- 
pealed,  and  Hiat  the  offica  of  H^or  Genaral.  in  th« 
military  peace  eatabtiihnMnt  of  (be  United  States,  te 
dispensed  wilh. 

BetohtJ,  That  the  laiidne  of  the  staff  of  (he  Annjr 
of  the  United  8Ut«a  ba  rednoad  to  one  half  oC  the 
praaant  niunber  of  offleera,  or  aa  nearly  ao  aa  the  ■»- 
'  re  of  the  case  will  admit  o£ 

The  amendment  was  accepted   by  Hr.  Wil- 

AKB  as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

Hr.  SiHEitia  spoke  as  follows : 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  am  not  insenuUe  of  the  obli- 

Slion  I  owe  this  House,  in  adionming  yesterday 
'  the  puipoee  of  nving  mjisel^  a«  well  aa  others, 
au  opportunity  of  deliberating  and  delivering  oqt 
seniimenta,  on  the  Tttj  important  rasolotioas  be- 
fore ibe  House;  and  I  am  equally  sensible,  that, 
in  moving  ibe  adjournment,  I  assomed  a  re^Mtn- 


and  which  I  cannot  discharge  either  6v  the  abil- 
ity 1  possess,  or  the  information  I  ahall  hare  to 
communicate  on  (he  subject. 

If  a  man,  acquainted  with  ilw  defenceleta  state 
of  this  country,  some  len  or  fifteen  years  Mfo, 
and  with  its  consequences  at  the  beginning  of 
the  laie  war,  should  have  been  ushered  into  tbia 
House  at  the  time  these  resolutions,  to  reduce 
the  Army  from  ten  to  six  thousand  men,  were 
submitted  by  the  g eatleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  WiLUAMB,)  be  would  very  naturally  pre- 
sume that  OUT  frontier,  both  inland  aad  maritime, 
bad  been  much  lessened ;  that  the  nambei  of 
military  posts  established  for  the  pnblie  defence 
had  been  greatly  diminisbed ;  and,  above  all,  he 
would  lake  it  for  granted,  that  Coogrea&  wboaa 
duty  it  is  to  provide  for  the  common  defenea, 
bad,  by  the  wisest,  and  ntost  aalatary  lawa,  so 
armed,  diseiplioed,  ornniied,  and  eqntpped  (b« 
wbole  bodjr  of  the  miutia,  as  to  have  made  then 
prompt,  efficient,  and  energetic.  Bat,  what  uttei 
astoaisbment  most  he  have  felt,  when  ha  should 
be  informed,  that,  so  far  from  our  territory  being 
reduced,  it  had  been  greatly  extended;  (bat,  so 
far  from  the  number  of  militarv  garrisons,  foriifi- 
caiiona,  and  poets  twing  lessened,  it  had  been  found 
indispensably  necessary  to  bate  them^  greatly  in- 
creased ;  ana  that,  so  far  from  there  beingaweU* 
armed,  organized,  and  disciplined  militia,  that 
many  of  the  Stales,  upon  a  reqnikiiion  made  ufion 
tbcm  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  conformity  with 
a  resolution  of  Congress,  could  not  render  even  a 
vague  account  of  the  number  of  men  fit  for  dutj ; 
tbat,  so  far  from  a  uniform  and  efficient  militia, 
fit  for  war,  there  was  a  relaxation  so  great,  tbat 
scarcely  a  single  branch  of  military  duly  was  at- 
tended to  I    It  wogld  be  aiill  more  utonishing,  lo 
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find  that  all  tbe  Itnost  of  preptration  Mid  de- 
feMe,  so  paw«rrDllf  and  awmllj  Unprcued  upon 
tu  at  the  DEtf tDDing  of  the  last  war,  which  eaoKd 
ao  many  millioDa  to  be  waned,  and  oai  blood  so 
fmly  to  flow,  had  been  o«arly  lost  lot  be  nation, 
uid  aboQi  t«  be  foKOtMo  br  Congwnl  Te*,  I 
npeat  it,  forgotten  hj  that  Congrewwhoie  giettt 
and  responsibio  doty  it  i(  "^to  proride  for  the 
«ommon  defeace,  and  promote  toe  graeral  wel- 
fai«"  of  the  conntry. 

From  this  riew,  Uf.  Speaker,  it  doei  sMin 
mott  eTideni  to  me,  that  ihii  period,  of  «U  othei>, 
is  the  most  adrerse,  the  most  aafortuaate,  and 
tfae  mott  BDwise,  to  moTe  for  a  redaction  of  oar 

But  the  geatleman  from  Noitb  Carotiaa  (Mr. 
WiLUAHs)  iasiais  upon  it,  that  nations,  like  in- 
diridnals.  sboold  cot  be  prodigal  in  expenditure; 
Ksd  he  iniimatea  that  there  has  been,  and  U  now, 
a>iMitniinona,exUngant,«nd«bUBiTedisbDrse- 
neui  of  the  pablie  money;,  on  onr  army.  If  this  is 
doe,  if,  indeed,  there  is  this  abase,  of  which  I  have 
u  yet  heard  no  proofs,  I,  for  one,  would  institute 
Wi  inqairy,  so  fall  and  prompt  b«  to  exact  the 
noil  rigid  aceoaatability,  and  enforce  the  raoet 
efficient  and  eomplele  system  of  econorar.  No 
Wie  more  iboroo^ly  eendemns  a  waete  et  pnblic 
noney  than  myself.  Indeed,  nothing  eaa  be  more 
tine  than  that  a  waiie  of  money  is  a  waete  of  the 
HMtKlity  of  the  coontry;  and,  upon  a  doe  and 
proper  acconntability  of  yotr  officers,  greatly  de- 
jMads,  not  only  the  cotieet  and  pare  admioiKra- 
tion  of  the  Oorsmmeot,  but  even  ibe  existence 
of  liberty  itself.  I  woold.  therefore,  never  consent 
to  tax  the  people  to  indnlge  the  extraragasee  or 
p«mper  the  pride  of  any  set  of  men. 

But,  is  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
qnite  sure  thai  ae  is  parantng  the  direct  road  to 
economy  1  It  is  much  to  h  doubted  whether 
bi*  plan  will  not  be  by  fu  the  moxt  expei 
Ihc  end.  It  is  true  he  *peaks  *erv  """ 
of  tbe«eonomy  of  Mr.  JeS)rM>n's  adn 
which  be  says  is  now  going  ont  of  fashion,  and 
•Imost  fo^ouen,  so  moeh  so,  that  the  word  eoon- 
onyia  rarely  used  in  this  Honie.  He  also  tell*  ut, 
that,  in  the  trna  spirit  of  economy,  Mr.  Jefferson 
dUbanded,  or  greatly  reduced,  the  Army.  Tes, 
Ur.  Speaker,  he  did ;  I  acknowledge  it ;  but  has 
tbia  turned  out  to  be  real  economy  7  No,  not  so. 
I  am,  and  always  have  been,  an  enthusiastic  ad- 
mirer of  many  traits  ia  the  ebaracter  of  that 
atateaman,  philoiopber,  and  benefactor ;  but,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  that  eome  measuiea  of  his  admin- 
ietraiioQ  hare  proved  the  most  expensive  lo  the 
aatioD.  Subsequent  experience  has  evinced  it, 
and  candor  coniuains  me  to  confess  aod  declare 
il.  Let  us  for*  single  moment  advert  to  that 
crisis.  This  distingaiihed  friend  to  man  came 
into  the  Ooiernment  under  the  auspices  of  that 
great  and  mighty  Republican  party  which  had 
opposed  the  measarea  of  Mr.  Adams  with  the 
most  perfect  integrity,  but  with  great  feeling  and 
Tiolenee.  It  was  most  natural  that  a  thorough 
and  oineere  hatred  for,  and  prejudice  against,  all 
Mr.  Adams's  principal  acts,  should  be  felt  by  those 
ia  power.    It  so  happens,  that  parties,  strongly 


nks  very  handsomely 


opposed  ID  each  other,  rarely  stop  at  the  proper 
poiDt;  and  it  followed,  that  a  standing  army,  n 
navy,  and  other  measnies,  were  exceedingly  an* 

fopalar,  principally  becanse  Mr.  Adams  and  hie 
'lends  had  vindiealed,  and  had  wished  to  swell 
ibem,  as  we  thought,  to  aa  improper  size,  with  im- 
properviewe,  anaforimproperpurposes.  Hence, 
there  was  so  great  an  antipathy  to  anything  Iik» 
a  standing  army,  among  other  ibingt,  that  it  was 
reduced  dnow  the  proper  standard,  and  a  general 
relaxation  in  organization  and  discipline  ensaed. 
This,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  not  the  true  policy  of 
the  country;  but  so  ardent  an  admirer  was  I, 
with  the  great  body  of  the  people,  of  Mr.  Jeflhr' 
son's  measures,  that  I  viadicalea,  not  only  the 
redaetion  of  the  Army,  to  the  lowest  point,  but  \ 
followed  him  most  devotedly  in  his  gunboat  sys- 
tem, hi*  plan  fbr  reducing  an  anjusl  nation  to 
terms,  by  embargoes  and  resuiciions.  Indeed, 
his  idea  of  obtaiuiDg  and  securing  our  rights,  by 
an  appeal  to  the  jistice  and  moral  feeling  of  fcw- 
eign  nations,  was  also  adopted.  Bat  wbai  en- 
liKhteaed  American,  at  ibia  day,  thinks  that  an 
improper  reduction  of  the  Army,  the  gunboat,  or 
embam  systems,  were  prudent  or  economical? 
The  effects  of  the  late  war  have  proved,  beyond  all 
posuble  qneslion,  that  a  lofty,  al%a\&eA,  ikational 
chamcter,  impressed  and  won  by  the  anpreee* 
dented  valor  of  your  Army,  and  the  thunder  of 
yonr  naval  cannon,  is  of  more  real  importance 
lo  us,  in  preserving  peace  and  advancing  onr 
prosperity,  than  all  the  embargoes  and  restric- 
tions; than  all  the  appeals  to  national  justice, 
and  all  the  treaties  and  paper  stipulations  which 
the  world  eoald  produce. 

Will  il  be  supposed,  by  any  bonorable  membei 
□f  ibis  Honse,  that  I  wonld  depreciate  the  fair 
fame,  or  dim  the  steady  laiire,  which  irradiate* 
the  brow  of  the  distinguished  Jefferson  t  I  hope 
not.  The  main  scope  of  his  adminiilcatoa  is  ap> 
proved;  bni  that  there  were  some  errors  into 
which  he,  and  the  most  of  as,  fell  with  him,  it 
would  be  uneandtd  and  unjusi  lo  deny.  These 
should  not  bow  have  been  mentioned  but  to  worn 
the  Honee  against  Ibem,  to  show  that  they  are 
closely  connected  with  the  subject  now  Mfore 
us,  and  to  demonstrate  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  onder  the  s{)ecioaa 
name  of  economy,  would  plunge  the  nation,  in 
this  view,  into  ibe  same  unwise  policy.* 


to  Mr.  Adams's  sdniDistratiou,  were  the  fallowing 
via  :  The  obrious  predilectioii  of  the  psi^  who  sop- 
ported  him,  for  Giest  Britain.  The  gieot  desire  that 
was  entertained  to  assimilate  our  Qovenunent  as 
aeailj  a*  poMible  to  bar's ;  and  the  abuse  of  Franca 
and  praise  of  Great  Britain,  whenevei  thej  came  in 
contacL  The  Bepsbltcani  did  not  so  much  oppose  a 
navy,  or  a  standing  army  of  a  reasonable  site,  in  them- 
selves  ceosidrawd,  but  because  they  were  to  be  sireUad 
to  sn  imptopei  nH>  all  el  once,  not  alone  fiir  national 
defence,  bnt  for  war,  against  a  Power  which  had  given 
US  no  sufficient  cause  ZC  war.  As  conoected  with  Ibis 
nnnstural  animoeitj  to  France,  the  Bepnblicans  op- 
■■■"--'    -"tfoa  law,  and  anaUm 
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The  g«ntlemaii  Mf^  that  thoaa  vers  tb<  bal- 
cyon  daya  of  ceoncaar,  peuej  and  prosperity. 
Let  him  remember  that  the  calm  was  in  some 
measure  deceit/al — that  a  itotm  was  then  gather- 
isg,  aod  which,  inipittof  all  theaoothiog  pallia- 
tivefi  which  coold  be  applied,  did  coBtrire  to 
gather,  aod  lower,  and  threalen,  till  it  burst  npOD 
UB,  with  all  il8  awful  fury,  io  1612.  It  is  nn- 
seceuary  to  rccaiMluIate,  ia  detail,  the  eTcnta  et 
thiswar.  TheyateM>TeceBt,aiid weresostieagly 
marked,  that  they  must  preieBt  a  virid  picture 
10  the  mind  of  erwy  man  who  wiU  look  back.  I 
call  the  altentioQ  of  this  House,  bowaTer,  to  ihe 
opinions  of  tbe  ableit  friends  of  the  conntry  at 
the  concluaioD  of  the  late  war,  when  the  dearly 
bought  leisoiB  oi  eipcrienee  uttt  n  full  riew. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  a  body  of  men 
equal  at  least  io  age  and  expcneaee,  did  solamaly 
pnmoHBce  an  opinion  that  ihe  Army  should  con* 
sia(  lA  twenty,  or  at  the  least  Qfieeo  thousand 
men,  and  so  atreng  w«s  iheir  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  this,  that  they  lefuteiL  for  along  lime, 
te  reduce  it  to  the  present  estabiishment  at  ten 
thousand.  Indeed  there  was  a  Ttry  large  nunor- 
iiy  in  this  House,  who  thought  this  number  too 
small. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  tiS  War,  whioh 
has  been  the  subject  of  sneh  s«Tcr«  critkUm  by 
the  faooomble  geatleraan,  etatea  that,  in  1S08,  a 
lime  of  profonnd  penee,  and,  I  will  add,  of  gen- 
eral relaxation,  the  Army  eonaisied  of  3,323;  in 
ISOe,  of  9,966,  and  in  1S16,  of  12,«fi6,  including 
all  deeeriptlons  of  staff  and  officers  attached 
it.  This  report  further  slates,  that,  since  ISue, 
our  population  has  nearly  doabled,  aoi  our  wealth 
more  than  doubled.  Here  tbe  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  begins  his  soratiay,  and  most  un- 
fairly endeavon  to  prove  that,  as  our  establish^ 
ment  in  1803  vas  onlr  3.323,  and  as  oar  popala- 
tion  and  wealth  are  only  doubled,  the  Army  ought 
to  be  also  only  doubled,  and  triumphantly  aneru 
that  the  premises  taken  by  the  Secretary  do  not 
jnalifir  his  conclusioas,  but  prore  him  to  be  nn- 
Bcqaainted  with  eren  the  ^emeaiary  principles 
of  aiithmetie.  This  he  doe*  without  advettioK 
which  oommoa  Justice  both  to  this  Home  and 
the  Sccreury  required  him  to  do,  to  what  is  tx- 
pliaitly  staled  in  tbe  report,  tbai,  sioee  1B%,  w< 
iw.Te  Mqnired  the  immense  conMry  of  Louisi' 
ana,  including  the  srowing,  yet  defenceless  city 
of  New  Orleans — that  ereet  commercial  depot 
for  the  inexhaustible  riches  of  the  wcsiem  world 


TtBUiMMT,  1M»; 

—dint  we  hare  to  defind  •  Une  of  frontier,  bock 
maritime  and  inkbd,  of  nknnt  &0M  miles,  bm 
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ndndbgit*  indeamiions  andwudings.    With 

3ual  nafainees,  the  gentleman  does  not  btiag  to 
aw  what  is  also  staitd,  and  what  ca«ld  not  tnve 


law,  gMng  the  President  slmost  Dnlimited  potMn,  as 
it  regcrded  Qioie  onhappy  stnncer*  who  had  soogM  i 
boms  on  onr  Aores,  all  broagbt  to  bear  on  the  peopli 
at  s  twrticnisr  time,  "  to  B^re  diem  Aom  their  worst 
enemies,  theniHlTcs,"  and  to  create,  in  ftxX,  "  ■  rdga 
of  tenor"  in  which  ihspeopls  should  not  be  allowed 
to  caaeaas  lieel;  the  Dietsnrss  of  their  own  GoTem- 
ment.  ThesesreafewofdiefTotuds  upon  whidi  the 
"  FederaKsta,"  so  cdkd,  were  opposed  by  the  Rapi^- 
cans,  which  even  now  hare  lost  nans  of  ttiiirflmw,  but 
of  wUdi,  snbsequsnt  STcnts  ha*ediscloMdrHr.  Adams 
was  not  so  greet  in  sdtocats  ss  s  Duty  which  snr> 
rennded  bun,  and  which  wished  and  endeaTored 
drive  him  modi  ftirther  than  he  did  go. 


escaped  the  moat  careless  obserrer,  that,  in  1808, 
we  had  but  twenty-seven  miliinrf  poets,  and  that 
now  we  bare  aerenty  throe,  with  a  number  mon 
indispeasiddy  necessary  to  be  established,  exrnad- 
iug  on  the  I^kes,  the  Missouri,  Red  Birer,  Green 
Bar,  Sl  Pattrs,  the  YeUowstone  river.  Belle 
Point,  aad  Natchitoches.  After  this  specimen 
of  the  aorreclneas  of  the  gentleman's  arithmetic 
and  reasons,  I  lenve  this  luuse  to  jad^  between 
him  and  the  Secretary,  wbicb  is  entitled  to  tke 
palm  either  for  arithmetical  or  reasoning  ttlenta. 
and  which  of  the  two  may  be  said  "  to  use  baa 
argamenis  in  a  bad  eaase." 

Bnt,  the  honorable  metnber  aaserta,  and  endeav 
ore  to  prove,  that  tbe  increase  of  the  size  asd 
wealth  of  your  commerdal  cities  does  not  tm- 
qaire  any  increase  of  soldiers  to  defend  them; 
that  at  nny  rau  the  militia  will  answer  this  inif 
pose.  Is  it  possible  that  an  nsserilon  of  this  kind 
deserves  to  be  refuted  by  serious  aignmeot  1  Will 
any  member  of  this  Hoase  compare  aneh  a  city 
as  New  York,  eon  Mining  mon  than  one  huodrad 
thousnnd  inhabiunt>— the  ^reat  emporium  of 
your  oommeraial  prosperity,  la  which  nearly  aaa 
third  of  the  revenue  that  sopporia  yonr  Qorem- 
meni  19  collae led— with  any  small  town  on  your 
coast,  sod  say  tbtt  tbe  farmer  reijuiret  for  its  de- 
fence no  greater  number  of  soldiers  Ibn  the  lat- 
ter? Do  not  large  depots  or  large  towoa,  g«D- 
erally  speaking,  require  proportion  ably  large  and 
extensive  fonifieations ;  and  are  not  a  proportion- 
able number  of  soldiery  requited  to  man  these 
fortiScations,  to  keep  tbe  guos  in  order,  to  acquire 
skill  and  discipline  in  their  dutyl 

What  purpose  would  militia  answer,  even  if 
ihey  could  be  called  there  quiek  enough,  on  uvy 
sudden  emergency,  uneequainted,  as  they  would 
be,  with  the  whole  routine  of  dniy  1  Bat  H 
wonld  be  deemed  a  redectiea  on  the  tagncity  and 
good  sense  of  this  House  todwell  longeron  an  H- 
gument  rejected  alike  by  reatoa  and  experience. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  somewhat  lire  addiaC 
darkness  to  light  te  endeavor  to  eaferee  man 
strongly  or  give  more  weight  to  aon»e  of  the  tOjH 
ics  ditcossed  in  this  report,  but  I  cnnnot  forbear 
dwelling  for  a  few  moments  on  the  indispentaMe 
importance  of  a  welt  organized  Army,  wnieh  can 
only  be  obtained  by  a  wetl  orgaaiied  etaffl  Tber 
form  the  most  emcieni  defence  of  the  country 
against  sadden  onsets.  In  time  of  peace  the^ 
keep  alive  military  science,  skill,  and  that  spin! 
of  ardor,  patriotism,  and  national  glory,  which 
fbrm  the  very  basis  for  an  increased  ^eient  force 
at  the  commeoeemeat  of  n  war.  Tfaev  furaisb 
the  only  certain  materials  for  making  tne  militia 
useful,  energetic,  and  overwhelming,  when  drawn 
oat  into  (he  serrice  of  tbe  country.  Tfaey  save, 
thereby,  in  tbe  language  of  Ifae  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  (Mr.  HAanuon,}  "  thousands  of  livea  and 
millions  of  money."  This  will  be  the  road  10 
'  real  economy. 
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.  Bat  ifce  gsntlaBuii  tnm  Hoib  Cu«liBft  oppous 
thtsid<i,ud  endesrorstocuke  tkefiserMaryof 
W«  eoBtnJiflt  ikiauelf  ia  ene  tfaoTt  ttnMnoB,  by 
(•prtBCBlUK  barn  t«adniU  tbe  Biaff  to  be  DnnMCB- 
•ary  in  tina  or  pnca,  yet  necMMijr  to  be  ktpt 
Bp.  Will  th«  patiMct  of  tbe  Hmim  lut  wbibi 
I  md  tbe  whole  pangnph  of  tbe  teport  wbiob 
k  alluded  tal  Ii ii  toe  imporUoi to  be  otniued : 
*■  Ju  bc^  BO  p«l  of  iwr  niiUluj  orgukttiNi  «• 
oabM  mote  altMitioa  in  pMM  Ihinik*  gMianlMaff 
It  ia,  in  eniy  imriee,  inmiakfy  the  iMt  ip  attuninB 
MrfMtioB,  rad,  if  ne^eoled  in  dmm,  «h«i  tbve  U 
ibiww,  it  wiB  be  ImpwwMe,  inftemidtof  tfw  hmiy 
and  boitb  of  wu,  to  bniit  it  la  peifeetioik  It  U  in 
yeaee  llMt  it  ihotild  neaiTs  ■  pei&ct  otfuiutioo,  ud 
that  Um  offlcNa  (hotild  be  trained  to  tnadiod  KBd  poDc- 
tualiijr,  M  that)  ^  Uib  oommeneemenl  of  •  wn,  in- 
•teed  of  crealmg  uew,  nothing  mwe  Btienld  be  ue> 
cenarj  than  to  give  to  it  the  aeoeiHiTf  enlugement 
In  thii  wnntiy  pu-licululy,  the  itaff  cenaot  be  neg- 
lected with  imponit;.  A*  diAeolt  u  iti  opmtieiu 
•ra  in  actusl  MiTice  everrwheie,  it  hu  hen  to  en- 
eonnter  grett  «nd  pecnliu  impedimenti,  from  the 
extent  of  tbe  connby,  the  baduBM,  and  fteqnently  At 
want  of  Toadi,  end  the  andden  and  nneipecled  caU« 
which  aie  often  made  on  the  militia.  If  it  eonld  be 
Aown  that  iheateQin  ila  preaent'exloit,  wu  not 
■eeeiMjy  In  peaoe,  it  would,  with  the  new  taken,  be 
-—'-m  tolapoK enj of  its  biancbaa  wUdi  would  bo 
inaaMtn^Mrvteo.  With  a  debctiM  MaCC 
iany  on  otn  militHy  operatiana  Qadn  giaal 
igee,  and  be  eipoaei  Mrtiiealady  mt  the  enn- 
il  of  a  war,  to  great  bate*,  fanbaRaaasusUt 

Nov,  is  it  Dot  obriaa*  that  it  ii  nowhve  ad- 
.  Bitted  ID  ttkie  doBament  that  tkc  staff  ia  aatMccg- 
\UJ  in  tiaia  q{  pncal  It  ia,  on  the  contniy, 
«SMntial,  area  Iheo,  for  tbe  due  ergaaiiaiion  of 
4e  Army ;  but  it  is  admitted  that,  la  liaie  of  war, 
Ua  importance  ii  incalculably  iDeteaMd,BOBiueb 
so,  Ihat,  ereo  if  it  could  be  prored  to  be  aiineoes- 
saTy  in  time  of  peace,  yet  it  is  so  abet^taly  in- 
4iipeniable  in  time  of  war  tliat  it  would  be  rash 
to  lop  off  any  of  ita  bMDckea ;  beeaoss,  in  time 
«f  waT,  it  eoiud  not  b«  peifeoted.  Tim*  could  not 
be jtiTen  foi  sock  a  parpoee. 

The  membet  froB  North  Catolina,  in  his  xsal 
.  so  Tcdace  tbe  Array,  or,  io  otber  woiida,  to  sbow 
that,  in  liae  of  peace,  we  skoald  aiake  so  ptepn- 
ntion  for  a  line  of  war,  has  asserted  that  ue 
attcersof  ikestaadioKarmy  wbiekeiisieibafore 
Ike  last  war,reider<dlMit  little  serriaednring  that 
eventful  period  ;  ibat  but  few  victnies  were  ob- 
tained by  (ben ;  and  plainly  ialcTs  thai  the  fce^>- 
log  of  officers  in  nay  in  time  of  peace  ia  nnneeee- 
aary.  Is  tbe^eatleinan  aware  how  roneb  be  risks, 
.and  what  iojnstice  be  has  done  by  sgeh  an  asser- 
tion? An  auattion  wbicb,  attbough  made,  ao 
4«ttbi,  with  the  purest  motires,  is  contradicted 
by  almost  every  erent  itMt  ocoarred.  The  traih 
asally  is  that  the  officen  of  the  old  amy  were 
eke  prineipal  actors  in  the  last  war,  nod  were  the 
-  true  lonreei  from  whence  ibe  skill,  diBcipline,  and 
intrepiditf  which  were  impattod  to  tbe  Army 
oiiffiBBlly  sprsbg,  and  which  eTentoally  givt 
•aoi  aigael  and  glorious  saecess  to  its  exeriwn. 
Id  what  a  situation  would  yoat  loantry  bare 


boaipleeed  witkout  Saolt,  Oaiaes,  Pike,  Cof  ing- 
(ep,  Gibson,  Hamilton,  tad  many  more,  togfUwr 
with  p»iaaB  in  tbls  House  the  nentien  of  whose 
names  delicacy  now  forbids  t  How  uofortaaMe 
for  the  argument  used  bas  been  the  leferense  to 
the  officers  of  the  Army  preTioas  to  tbe  late  war ! 
A  coDstellatioa  of  miiiiary  talent,  mingled  with 
the  pares!  patriotism,  which  imparts  glory  to  our 
arms  and  honor  to  the  American  name  I  With- 
out derogating  from  the  talents  and  exertions  of 
others,  permit  me  to  obseire  Ibat  these  are  the 


men  wbo  had  a  prinelpal  agency  in  saving  ) 
covDtry;  and  the  reasons  why  tWr  «cplo7is 
not  appear  eonspic  DOM  in  tbec 


covDtry;  and  the  reasons  why  their  «cploTis  did 
not  appear  eonspic  none  in  tbe  cornmeacsment  of 
Ibe  war,  were  becanse  those  soldien,  under  tkeir 
discipline  previoaaly  to  thai  period,  were  too  (bw 
Id  numker,  and,  becanse  it  was  impossible  to  im- 
part their  diacipliBe  and  ardor,  in  a  singlo  day,  to 
troops  newly  raised  and  added  to  the  Army. 

An  attack  on  (he  candor  and  official  character 
of  the  Secretary  of  Wu  is  made  by  Erectly 
chafing  bin  with  givina  a  statement  and  argn- 
manis,  in  bis  report,  to  keep  the  Army  at  what 
it  now  is,  rather  than  a  foil  davehipraent  of  facts 
or  information.  I  understood  the  gentlenaaa  lo 
say  so,  and  fa«  dote  not  disavow  the  charge.  But, 
has  be  pointed  out  in  detail  the  faets  whicb  hare 
been  suppressed  or  kept  back?  He  has  not  done 
it ;  he  cannot  do  se.  Will  the  membm  of  tUs 
House  who  hare  not  md  the  r^orl  road  it,  and 
examine  the  volome  of  information  given  In  a 
labnlar  form,  and  (ban  judge  whether  full  infor- 
Dsation  is  not  gtren  ?  Hr.  Speaker,  it  does  aoc 
become  me  to  stand  here,  the  ealoglai  of  this 
officer,  nor,  neither  shall  I  do  it.  Ii  is  aooaees- 
sary.  because  his  acts,  reports,  and  deourants, 
speak  for  tbemselTei.  Let  them  bt  examtaad, 
and  Ibeo  let  kim  stand  or  fall  by  the  t^nion  en- 
tertained of  them  by  the  impartial  of  all  iMrties. 

Butwkat  ioformation  has  he  withheM?  He 
has  given  the  number  of  men  nominaHy,  the 
ibcrof  men  acttalty,  oompoaing  tbe  army. 


'.-pj; 


IS  given  the  sia^  the  engineer,  and  oid 
departments;  the  oftcers,  the  pay  ofall 
•BBt  of  the  itsnsponatioa,  forage,  and  evei 


He  I 
nance  < 

an  accaoat  of  the  itsnsponatioa,  forage,  M._ 
foel.  He  has  ginn  the  garriaeu,  fortSjMsts, 
Ac,  with  the  number  of  men  at  eaek.  He  bas 
shown  yoD  Ibe  expense  which  muM  neoessarilv 
be  incorred  by  the  immenae  spaee  «ver  wMeh 
your  little  army  must  be  siailDoed.  He  bas 
shown  yon,  fVom  tbe  great  nmaber  of  desertions 
which  do  and  mast  always  take  placa  fn  a  eeim- 
try  like  ours,  that  tbe  army  it  bat  little  more 
than  half  filled]  and  that,  although  it  is  so  small, 
yet  he  has  demonstrated  tbe  aeccssity,  from  the 
great  number  of  posts  to  be  oocnpted,  that  the 
number  of  officers  caaiMl  be  diminished  with 
saibty  to  tbe  army.  And  yet,  after  all  this,  a 
chai^  is  tntwght  forward  that  fnll  inforoMtien 
is  not  affordeal  Tbe  gentleman  bas  long  bad 
Ibis  tnbjeet  under  consideration ;  if  he  wanttd 
further  mformatioD,  he  well  knew  the  ooarse  to 
be  pnreocd  to  obtain  it.  Why  has  he  Dot  dene 
sol  It  seems  to  me  that  he  bai  overlooked  the 
cardinal  points  in  the  reptirt,  which  make  against 
him,  and  bas  viewed  it  with  iIk  eye  of  a  speeial 
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pleader,  to  find  dereeta  whfcb  h«  can  hiHtjr  iTail 
biiBKKof  br  >  ipWHldeaDrrcr.  Id  short,  wilb- 
out  dmMtling  ftom  his  taleols  or  eudor,  I  may 
te  permilled  lo  M]r  that  he  reminda  me  of  wbal 
baa  been  raid  by  ona  of  oar  owd  poala  : 
"  That  tnj  mu,  nith  h^  an  b;*, 
What  atanda  before  him  may  e^y ; 
But  optica  aharp  it  need*,  I  ireeii. 
To  aee  i*hat  ia  not  to  be  aeen." 
At  all  evtDta,  I  am  witlinc  to  aubout  the  report 
itself^  with  tbe  gamlemaB^a  apeeeh,  which  bekaa 
■pent  BO  much  time  and  petaererance  to  enable 
him  to  make,  to  hia  owa  oonatitBeais.  howevtr 
(tronglT  they  loay  be  opposed  lo  a  aianaisf  army, 
and  r»atiJd  not  fear  the  reatilt. 

Maeb  haa  been  anid  about  ihe  abaiiTe  and  ez- 
iraragant  expenditure  of  public  money  in  the 
army  i  and,  alihough  I  have  »e«D  do  doeumeDta- 
ly  or  well-eatabliihed  proof  of  thia,  yetii  ia  highly 
probable  there  may  have  been  abaaes  exisling  in 
some  of  iu  departmeDta.  If  so,  I  for  one  would 
correei  tbem ;  bat,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
War  Department  aeema  not,  for  many  yean 
back,  to  have  been  a  faroiite  aUlion ;  bnt  few 
penong  of  diatingaitbed  talenta  eould  be  got  lo 
aceept  it,  and  thoH  of  that  clais  who  did,  have, 
in  a  abort  lime,  abandoned  it.  Under  theie  eir- 
enmatancea,  is  it  wonderful  that  confiuion,  and 
ereBabuaea,  should  hare  found  their  way  into 
it  I  If  ihey  do  ezlsl,  they  bare  been  or  will  be 
(hotily  seen,  and  have  been  or  witl  be  speedily 
lemedied.  It  is  already  aeen  that  Ihe  sirietest 
aecDUQtabiliiy  and  moat  rigid  economy  aan  be 
enforced,  by  making  the  head  of  each  teaponaihle 
for  the  ftbuaea  and  defalcationa  in  hia  own  de- 
partment, and  by  making  him  who  preside*  ovei 
all  responsible  to  this  body  and  this  nation  foi 
the  whole. 

It  baa  already  been  aeen,  too,  that  the  eaiab- 
Itahment  asd  organization  of  your  commiuariai 
haa  saved  mneh  of  tbe  pablie  treasure  in  a  single 
year;  that  great  improvements  can,  and  are 
about  to  be  intiodnced,  whieh  Will  add  to  tbe 
health  and  eomforl  of  the  soldier;  and  that  in- 
dOBiry,  in  improving  and  making  important  mil- 
iiaiT  roads,  begina  to  be  the  order  of  the  day.  Ii 
need  hardly  be  taenlioned  that  Ibia  nrstcm  of  in- 
dnatry.expasdeden  thia  objeoi,  will  strengthen 
tbe  deienoe  and  promote  the  cammerctal  and  po- 
litical pioaperity  of  tbe  Union,  and  that  bv  it  the 
soldier  will  eataUieh  and  secure  good  health  aid 
good  babita,  and  alao  advance  nia  private 
lereata. 

A  want  of  military  knowledge  praveata  me 
ffOB  entering  into  the  detail  of  duty  and  of  pay 
in  the  diAerent  departments ;  buL  as  the  gentle- 
man who  offered  these  resolnliona  has  made  many 
ehaqea  against  the  officers  of  the  army,  from  in- 
formation ohiatned  from  private,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  vi^ne  aonrcea,  it  is  Iwi  common  justice 
that  I  shonlil  correct  two  of  them.  The  first  re- 
lates to  alleged  imposition*  said  lo  have  been 
committed  in  the  article  of  futl,  in  New  York, 
and  perhaps  other  plaoes;  aitd  that  is,  that  an 
offieer  charges  againat  the  Oovemment  the  high- 


eat  prioea  that  ocenr  dnriog  Ihe  seaaon,  although 
tbe  article  may  not  hare  coat  bim  half  tbe  mm. 
How,  if  any  abuse  ev«r  did  eziat  in  ^is  way,  it 
has  not  been  often ;  for  I  am  anthoriaed  to  atate 
that  the  eoalnct  for  ftael  Is  made  by  the  Clnartar^ 
maater**  department,  at  a  atiplilaled  {trice,  whMs 
is  genenlly  reasonable,  bring  abeni  aix  dollai*  a 
cord,  iaalead  of  fifteen  or  twenty.  In  the  eityaf 
New  York,  aa  elated  by  the  gentleman,  thia  eon- 
tract  contiotiea  for  the  scaaon,  and  doea  not  admil 
of  the  impoMiion  stated. 

It  ia  alao  stated  that  tbe  lacpeetoi  Qeneral  «f 

e  Northern  division  is  receiving  a  sakij  or 
pay,nnd  abeolulelf  fulfils  little  or  no  doty.  Now, 
ao  far  from  thia  being  the  ease,  that  mlaableoS- 
cer,  since  blarch  last,  has  infpeeted  the  men, 
military  improrements,  arms,  ammunition,  Ac, 
at  peihapB  thirty  at  forty  posts;  in  doing  which, 
he  nasbeen  compelled  to  travel  abont  seven  tfaoa- 
■and  miles,  and  has  made  his  report  of  the  same 
to  tbe  proper  department,  to  which  Ihe  gentle- 
man  may  resori  fat  further  information.  If  the 
rarious  olher  charges  made  are  equtdly  incorrect^ 
it  ia  obvious  that  the  honorable  member  mutt 
have  been  egregioualy  impoaed  upon. 

Still,  however,  it  is  insisted,  (hat  the  array 
mast  be  reduced,  for  all  now  is  peace ;  that  lh«M 
is  no  danger  from  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  Spnta 
cannot  injUM  us.  Haa  it  not  been  proved,  thm, 
in  proportion  as  you  abandon  defence  and  redans 
your  army,  yon  invite  danger^  yon  invite  war  I 
All  gentlemen  know  that  nations  are  gorerawd 
by  interest,  and  that  they  strike  where  and  wbou 
yoa  ate  weakest.  By  each  a  eoednct  rou  offer 
a  piemiam  to  naiiona  to  cat  np  your  imde,  aainil 
your  country,  and  depresa  your  growing  grew- 
neaa.  Have  yon  not  a  great  rival  in  commeiee 
and  in  everything  connected  with  th*  proaperitr 
of  the  nation,  and  yet  do  you  make  bate  your 
brenat  and  invite  the  vital  attacks  t 

Beaidea,  will  gentlemen  east  their  eyea  to  the 
North,  to  the  Weat,  and  to  the  South,  and  bahcU 
what  an  almeat  bonndlcaa  extent  of  frontiei  Ibey 
have  espeaed  to  the  attncka  of  the  mardenaa 
man-killing  savage^  even  now  but  alighily  4a> 
fended,  nod  relying  for  ^otection  greatly  on  the 
sOppoaed  pacific  dispoeiiion  of  iheae  uarelentiag 
peoi^e  I  Can  yon  attentively  consider  this  auie 
of  things,  and  diminish  an  army  now  greatly  n- 
dnoed  by  deaertion  and  other  oaaaesi  Will  tbe  , 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  be  answeraUe 
lor  tbe  innocent  Uood  which  must  flow,  if  yam 
army  ia  reduced  7  I  think  be  wonU  shrink  from 
ao  dreadful  a  reepoaaibility. 

But  danger  lo  the  liberties  of  the  country  ia 
augured  from  our  small  yei  valorous  sUn^ng 
army  1  Nothing  but  respect  for  the  gentleman 
would  allow  me  lo  treat  the  idea  aeiiously.  Dan- 
ger from  a  standing  army  of  five  or  aix  thousand 
men  stationed  at  seveniy-three  posts,  scatlend 
over  an  extent  of  counity  of  ftom  two  to  fonr 
thousand  miles,  and  peopled  by  ten  milliona  ef 
enlightened  freemen  I  I  dismiss  ihe  subject,  as 
1  will  the  farther  trespass  upon  your  patiene^  by 
observing  that,  diminish  your  army  to  ao  pitiful 
a  size,  ibat  officers  of  talenla  will  not  serve  in  it. 
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Diimiu  from  its  roUs  JKkcon,  Brown,,  Seotl, 
OaiucB,  Macomb,  and  oihen,  wbo  now  give  ii 
raputftiioD.  and  who  irradiate  the  land  where 
tb«f  foDghl  bv  the  tuccesa  of  tbeir  builes  and 
the  s[tl«ailot  of  their  fame,  kitd  yom  amiT  will 
iBDsuith,  foar  militaiy  akill  and  ardvr  will  die, 
the  home  of  freedom  will  be  aaaailed,  and  jroor 
liberiiei  will  be  endangered  ! 

Hr.  Sawtbh  spoke  a  Ehort  time  id  favor  of  the 
reeoliition). 

Hr.  Stobbs  opposed  the  reiolaiions,  and  re- 
plied  at  iome  leogth  to  the  adTocatei  of  the  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  LiVEBHOSE  (poke  brieOf  in  faror  of 
dncioc  the  army. 

Mr.  JoBNBOW,  of  Eeotncky,  opposed  it,  and 
spoke  a  short  time  in  answer  to  those  who  advo- 
cated the  reduction. 

Mr.  HoLHBB,  after  stating  that  there  were  but 
fifteen  days  remaining  of  the  session,  in  which  the 
House  could  not,  with  due  attention  to  the  necea- 
Miy  measures  now  before  it,  ioTestigate  and  act 
on  this  subject  with  the  deliberation  and  under- 
ataoding  which  its  icaporiaDce  demanded,  and 
that  it  would  be  better  lo  defer  the  decition  of 
the  question  to  the  next  seation  of  Congress, 
when  it  could  be  maturely  acted  on,  with  the 
view  of  bringing  (he  dlteusiion  now  (o  a  close, 
moved  that  the  resoluiions  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.DESBAmade  one  or  two  remarks  against  the 
motion  of  Mr.  H.,  observing,  incidentally,  Ihal 
be  was  opposed  to  reducing  the  army,  except 
10  far  K  r^rded  the  staff. 

Tht 
resolai 
aiive,yeas  71,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

Tau— Hmws.  A^bol,  AnderMnof  Kontoaky,  Bald' 
wia,  BubouT  of  Virgiiui,  BaMatt,  BenneU,  Batlw  of 
Lot^iaua,  UlagM,  CUbonu,  Camttotk,  CiawAird, 
Cmgar,  Cnlbtath,  DavidaMi,  PolgaT,  HanMun.  Ha*' 


a  of  Kantocky,  Jooaa,  Eiiwey,  Lawyert  Lewi*,  Lin- 
•dn,  1400,  Liuis,  lilcLue  of  DalawHs,  McLean  of 
lUinoia,  HcCoj,  Merrill,  Htddlelon,  Samael  Moore, 
H.  NaUen,  New,  Newton,  Ogdaa,  Parrot,  Pawlinf, 
Pegiam,  Pleasanta,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Rhea,  Biefa, 
Bi^tCOld,  RobertaoD,  Sergeant,  Seybert,  Siaikuu,  8. 
Smith,  Bal.  Smith,  Bouthird,  Speed,  Slom,  Stroni:, 


dover,  and  Wilkin. 

Nixs — MeisTi.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maesadinaetta, 
Ball,  Bayle;,  Beeehsr,  Bellinger,  Boden,  Bnrwell, 
Campbell,  Oobb,  Coblon,  Cook,  Dariinglon,  Deiba, 
Earle,  Edwards,  FJdier,  Oage,  Oamett,  OUbert, 
Hale,  Hall  of  Dehware,  Hall  of  Noitb  C-rc^a, 
Hendricka,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Heister,  Hofg,  Hoitet- 
tor,  Hnntington,  Livermore,  W,  Maclay,  W.  P.  Ma- 
day,  Harchand,  Maaan  of  Rhode  Iiuind,  Mercer, 
Mills,  Robert  Moore,  Murray,  Jer.  Nelam,  Orr,  Fal- 
teraon,  Rice,  Riohsrdi,  Sunpami,  Savage,  Sawyer, 
Setidder,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sherwood,  Sloaunb,  J.  S. 
BiuOt,  Stewart  of  North  CaroHoa,  Stuart  of  Maryland, 
Taykr,  Terry,  Tucker  of  SouUt  CatoUna,  Walkar  of 
Horth  Carolina,  Whiteaida,  Whitman,  WtUiama  of 
Cannecticnt,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williama  <rf 


NEW  STATES. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  re- 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  ia  the  cbair,}  on  the 
bills  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territories  of 
Missoart  and  Alabama   to  form   Slate  govern- 

The  bill  relating  to  the  Missouri  Territory  waa- 
tbe  first  in  order,  and  the  first  taken  up. 

The  Committee  were  busily  occupied  nntit 
half  paat  4  o'clock,  in  matoring  the  details  of  thia 
bill,  and  discussing  propositions  for  its  amend- 
ment; in  which  Messrs.  Soott,  Robertboh, 
MiLLB,  HABBiaoM,  Akderbon,  of  Kentucky, 
Debha,  Tallhadqb,  Clay,  and  Barbour,  par- 
ticipated. 

In  the  course  of  the  consideration,  Mr.  Tali.- 
UADGB  moved  an  amendment,  substantially  to 
Ii.-:,  .1, ;.. of  slavery  In  the  new  Slate, 


limit  the 


bv  declaring  all  free  who  should  be  born  in  the 
Territory  after  its  admission  into  the  Union,  and 
providing  for  the  gradual  emancipation  of  those 
DOW  held  in  bondage. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  interesting  and 
pretty  wide  debate,  in  which  the  proposition  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Livus- 
MOBB  and  MiLLB,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Ci^T,  (Speaker,)  BAaBouR,  and  Pindall;  but 
before  any  question  was  taken,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjoarned. 


MoNUAY,  February  15. 
Mr.  Wbhdoveb  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
atoekholders  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
residing  in  the  eily  of  New  York,  owning  stock 
in  said Iwok,  exeeeding  in  the  aggregate  two  mil- 
lions of  dollara,  praying  that  no  measures  may 
be  adopted  calculated  to  put  down,  or  to  destroy 
the  credit  of  the  said  bank,  but  that  such  conraa 
may  be  adopted  as  will  protect  private  rigbts, 
and  restore  lo  the  bank  the  confidence  of  the 
eommnsity;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  SnfiEAHT  preaenled  a  petition  of  soodry 
mercbaate  of  Phitedelphia,  stating  that  late  in 
the  year  year  1806  they  made  large  shipments  ia 
American  and  colonial  produce,  from  porta  of 
the  United  Slates  lo  ibe  port  of  Antwerp,  in 
France;  that  the  vessels  in  which  their  ship- 
ments were  made  were  carried  into  England 
under  Ibe  Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain, 
ind  after  being  subjecied  to  illegal  duties,  were 
'eleased;  that  upon  iheir  arrival  in  the  port  of 
Antwerp  the  ships  with  their  cargoes  were  seized 
nder  ihe  decrees  of  France,  commonly  called 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,"  and  were  sold, 
and  the  proceeds  paid  into  the  treasury  of  France; 
ihat  all  their  efforts  lo  obtain  redress  bave  been 
nnavailiog,  and  praying  that  snob  measures  may 
be  adopiM  by  the  QavernmenL  of  ihe  United 
States  as  will  induce  that  of  Prance  to  grant 
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them  com  pen  ration  fbr  tbeir  proptTCy, «  well  ai 
for  its  d e ten tjoa.— Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
Suie. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  MaiyUad,  from  the  Commiuee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  an 
appropriaiion  for  carrying  into  effect  the  provb- 
iona  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  Isi  day  of  March, 
1817,  emitted  "An  act  making  Teserraiion  of  cer- 
tain public  lands  to  supply  timber  for  naval  pur- 
pose* ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  commilied  to 
a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  estab- 
lishiag  an  additional  military  academy  and  a 
military  school  of  application;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish B  national  armory. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Callao ;  where- 
tipon,  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houu 
thattheSenateharepaised  the  bill  of  this  Houae. 
entitled  "An  Bet  for  the  relief  of  Kenzie  and  For- 
syth," with  an  amendment.  And  they  have  also 
jnssed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "  An 
act  for  conSrminz  the  claim  of  Alexander  Ma- 
comb to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jont- 
An,  brothers;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Michael 
Hosan ,"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
ofEdwardMcCariyi"— In  which  ameodment  and 
lasl-mentioued  bills,  they  ask  the  concunence  ot 
this  House. 

MEHOaUL  OF  GEOBGE  WILLIAMS. 

The  SpBaKEB  preaenied  a  memorial  of  Qeorge 
Williams,  explanatory  of  his  oondoct  aa  a  di- 
reaior,  on  ihe  pan  of  the  OoTetnraeat,  of  lb« 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates;  which  was  ndercd 
to  lie  on  the  table.  The  roemMial  is  as  follows: 
7b  M«  Hottte  ofRajruentataiaofthe  United  Statet: 

The  memorial  otava^e  Williams  le^ectiTely  Mia 
knA,  that  baTing  this  day  oblainsd  «  cop;  of  the  doo- 
omenta  repotted  by  the  eeiaminae  of  jwir  H<mse, 
svpcnatid  to  eaasune  into  the  pMceeAngs  ti  At 
Bank  of  iba  United  Slates,  he  deems  it  preper  toanb- 
mil  la  the  Hooee  ef  BspiesentetiTes  mmt»  exidatiB- 
tkow  lelatiTe  to  his  conduct  as  a  Gttvenaieat  diteetor, 
whidi  has  been  die  aalqact  of  aniandveivoo  in  ' 
tepoit  of  the  committee.  The  impntalions  ckai. 
■gunst  yonr  memoiiaiist  aie  Hueebld:  Ut.  That  be 
•nbecribed  elsTen  bnndrad  and  seTcnty^two  sbaies  of 
stock  in  aa  many  names,  as  theii  attmney,  £»  Ihe  pni- 
poee  of  unduly  inflnencing  the  election  of  directors. 
Sdly.  That  he  tras  concerneil  in  the  purchase  of  one 
thousand  ahsie*  for  the  account  of  Mr.  Jones,  on 
which  B  considerable  profit  was  realized  by  that  gen* 
tleman,  in  which  the  committee  seem  to  snppoee  there 
was  some  nnfaiinen: — and,  Sdly.  That  yonr  memo- 
rialist, while  a  OoTsnnnent  director,  bad  bean  deeply 
concerned  in  the  purchase  (tf  Mock,  and  m  the  makmy 
and  puTchase  of  ooulracts  Gn  the  delimiy  of  stock. 
With  regard  to  die  first  allegalion,  heebtamed  namea 
and  subscribed  one  absie  s«di  on  them,  for  the  sole 
etgect  of  seeming  a«HisideiaUe  amount  of  Ais  sleek. 


ndif- 

iertnl  namee,  in  ten  and  twes^  diares  each,  m  Lsb- 
ingtOD  and  CindnnsJi,  with  ^  aame  ob^aeL  The 
whole  of  the  eleven  hundred  and  esrenty-tam  tbsica 
were  voted  singly  at  the  first  election,  Ibe  iMsfar 
books  not  being  el  that  time  opened,  end  erssr  share 
taken  in  ein^e  namee  as  then  TOled,  whether  held  bj 
the  real  proprietor  or  by  proxy.  The  ahsree  abeve 
referred  to  were  subsequently  consolidated,  and  were 
never,  after  the  first  deetion,  voted  as  if  held  in  single 
names.  They  were  Toted,  not  by  the  memoiialiet, 
bnt  by  the  sgenta  of  the  Baltimore  stockboldets,  in 
common  with  other  ■here*  held  there;  and,  althaoKh 
these  itoekholders  held  one-fourth  of  the  votes,  wbBa 
those  of  New  YoA  hrid  only  one-twelfUi  thereof  it  ia 
deciMve  evidence  that  no  undne  influence  waa  at- 
tempted to  be  exerdasd,  in  b^alfof  theBahinHire  in- 
terest, since  only  two  directors  wen  deeted  into  the 
first  beard  from  Ballimon^  and  a  like  nnrober  bean 
New  York.  In  noticing  (he  seeoad  charge,  your  »«• 
Bioiialist  avers  that  Ihne  is  not  the  iligMeel  Itnmlm 
lion  for  imputing,  either  to  hiuaelf  or  In  Mr.  Jonae, 
the  late  PrMident,  eny  tinlair  or  in^n^sr  notivea  ta 
that  transaction.  Bat  he  (btbears  to  go  into  a  state- 
ment of  its  particular  drcnmslancea,  inasmndt  s*  that 
gentleman  has  presented  doconiMils  in  hie  joetiSee- 
tiou  to  your  Hooee,  eetsblishing.  sa  he  tnisli,  ceoda- 
sively,  ill  itmocant  and  honorable  character. 

In  referenoe  to  the  third  eliegalion,  year  mcmo- 
rislist  scknowledge*  thst,  having  believed  that  the 
Bsnh  of  the  UniUd .  States,  being  chartered  bj  Con- 
gress, would  receive  the  caanlensnce  and  bs  mvigo- 
rated  by  the  fosleriug  protection  at  the  Oavemment ; 
that  it  poeeessed  great  advantages,  which  in  Its  pra* 
gieas  sreatd  be  cMrtinaally  dev^piag,  and  lisumaiiig 
daMy  mere  evident;  hkI  liiBt  II  would  be  a 
and  pradacMfa  b^ond  any  eSher  moneyed  m 
m  Ihe  esenky,  he  eeriy  made  large  Inva^  - 
aieek,  boA  tn  original  nAscription  and 
that  almost  aU  he  ever  obtained  he  a 
h^ ;  that,  in  ao  doing,  ha  had  not  the  most  dbttM 
idea  he  was  acliag  incODsisteMly  widi  hk  duly  m  a 
pnUie  director,  or  that  he  trauqpessed  the  bs—fc 
which  his  obligatioM  in  As4  simstioB  impossd  npan  his 
ooadnet.  Nor  did  he  imagine  that,  ia  peoverosa  as 
he  inceeseed  bis  idtereet  in  the  iostitatiou,  be  lkss>e^ 
dimiuidMd  his  fiddly  to  it,  or  beeame  (he  Isse  analt> 
led  to  act  as  a  director  of  its  eonoems.  Ea  did  net 
nndenlnnd  Ihsl  his  appointment  applied  any  nstaint 
on  his  accustomed  commarcial  dealmgs,  or  that,  in 
clothing  himself  with  the  office  of  s  director,  ha  there* 
by  abandoned  his  protession,  or  lost  Ihe  chsjsdet  of  a 
merchant.  His  pnrdiases  were  made  openly  in  the 
maritet,  and  hia  engsgemeats  relsdve  to  thmn  ftirly 
Nitered  ntoi  and  benmbly  fulfilled. 

Yonr  eommittee  hue  appeared  to  eappoee  that  aon* 
dry  meesoree  wom  edopM  by  the  baud  of  dtoectota, 
irhicb,  having  had  Ihe  effiset  to  raise  the  pake  of  the 
altxk,  wese  ssitsrad  into  for  the  pmpoee  M 
artifidsl  and  tauponwy  anhancament  lo  d  , 
The  measaree  alluded  le  are  principalty  tiie  asssla- 
lirau  to  fkj  dividends  in  Engtend  i  to  loan  (o  sab- 
scribers  to  enaUe  them  to  pay  5ie  second  iastaloiMt ; 
to  loan  on  etodi  at  par ;  and,  eubeequently,  to  loen  on 
Btook  at  one  hundred  and  Iwen^-five  dsHars  p« 
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ahire,  with  reqaiiiiiK  *d  addiliDiitl  nam^.  Tonr  mfl- 
ntoiuliit  waa  not  a  diraetor  at  the  time  tha  two  fint 
of  tbeie  rBKrltttioni  were  pMMd,  and  not  nriiing  U 
Fhitadelphia,  aod  canieqaenti;  •ddoin  tmng  pnaent 
at  the  littmn  of  the  boud,  he  wh  abMnt  when  the 
two  latt  of  dlDM  meMorai  w«ra  adoirted,  to  that  be 
Wd  no  iiuUiidnil  pwtkipation  is  aay  of  tbon  ff- 
Me^ttfi.  Not  dow  be  ractdleet  vnr  ts  have  admad 
Or  aMate4  to  tke  paTnent  «f  tbe  diTidende  tm  delin- 
•Mutt  itoek.  He  tnU,  however,  take  thic  oecariMi  to 
MNarre,  that  ha  aBtertaina  a  thoraagh  «oii*iction  that 
•■  tbeee  maaaoM*  wan  eiitat«d  iota  in  porftot  good 


The  queation  bcinff  on  ibe  Broposition  of  Hr. 
TiLLUADOG  iDaineDcrthe  bill  by  adding  to  it  the 
following  proriso : 

"  And  pnvided.  That  the  foriliei  intiodaclian  of 
davery  or  involontai?  lemtude  be  piohibiled,  except 
for  the  pniiilhmeiit  of  Crimea,  wheieof  the  parlf  ihalt 


fmtt  of  the  bond  of  diiecton ;_  and  be  doea  not  dauht, 
that,  if  be  bad  bad  a  lota  on  all,  or  any  of  those  r«io- 
lations,  they  would  have  reeeiTed  hii  Ml  apfffobaiion, 
whateTCT  may  now  be  tbonEbt  of  tbeii  wiadam  or 

In  concloiloD,  you  metnoiialiit  bcgi  leaTO  briefly 
to  notice  the  lemarki  made  by  the  comnuttee  npon 
Ub  examination  before  them.  He  itated  to  the  com- 
mittee bta  perfect  readinese  to  annrer  all  inqniriea 
wUch  Tegarded  hie  conduct  ii  a  pnblic  director,  and 
even  to  dledoaa  to  them  the  paTticnlan  of  all  liis  con- 
tnot*  and  ooocaiiu  of  ereiy  nature,  rela^Te  to  bi« 
pnKbaae  of  itock,  for  their  aati^ction;  tnt,  nnder- 
•tsndiMf  that  the  atalamenb  fnrniahed,  and  the  reNha 
obtained  in  their  Inqoiriaa,  wonld  ba  vriMed  and  p«b- 
Jbhed,  he  declined  esUbitiac  lor  ptiHie  ia^actiaB  hi* 
■ii*ate  truiaactioM,  Ibey  hning  not  tlia  leatl  eomei- 
■an  with  hie  procaadinga  or  diataeter  la  a  dinotar  of 
the  banL  And  your  memorialiit  acksowledBM  that 
ha  made  no  aiplanation*  before  the  oammitlea  in  ei- 
tanuation  or  Tindication  of  hi*  coodoet,  aa  it  if^aar* 
by  the  report  lie  had  the  OMnrUmity  ai™t  l>im  to  de, 
both  becatue  he  did  not  taen  nnderatand,  to  the  beat 
of  bia  preiODt  recollection,  that  he  waa  aipected  or  in- 
vited  to  make  eiplanationa  far  auch  an  object ;  and, 
moraoTer,  became  he  did  not  eoneeiia,  nor  doe*  he 
BOW  conceive  that  hia  condact  required  either  apet^^r, 
'  astanitation,  or  liudicatbn.  During  the  two  yeara 
j  that  he  aerred  bia  Qoremment  ai  a  diioctor,  lie  eu- 
j  Aaavated  t«  fulfil  the  dniie*  of  hb  honorable  appoint- 
it  to  the  beat  of  bia  jadgnent  and  abilitiaa.  He 
I   in   bia  behalf  '       ' 


anogalea  in  bia  behalf  no  praiae  for  mawKatlng 
either;  bulhactaima  eoadden^  tlia  merit  of  having, 
■t  ill  time*  and  on  aH  oceaaioiiai  diachaiged  thoae 
dntiea  with  periact  integii^  and  nprightneaa. 

Your  mUBOrialiat,  inrbeaiinf  to  invdca  in  bia  ftrer 
that  abaro  of  rapstatien  which  bia  faUant-atiiMa 
bavB  heretofbre  aooordad  to  him,  and  which  baa  bean 
hitherto  numpeached,  reliaa  wittk  antire  conidcnea  on 
the  jnatice  and  impartiality  of  yotu  honorable  Honae 
to  acqnit  him  in  bii  charaeter  of  a  public  director,  (in 
which  character  alone  he  has  any  right  to  aik  to  be 
heard^  of  all  unworthy  or  diibonorable  imptttatioDa, 
where  no  evidence  appeara  to  condemn  bin,  and  to 
'    "        "  'o  tie  correct  and  pore,  where  bia 

I  to  be  either  criminal  or  ever 
GBOBGE  WILLIAMS. 
I,  February  10,  IS19. 
ADMISSION  OF  MISSOUBL 
The  Hoiue  bavintr  again  reaolved  itself  inlo  i 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Shith  of  Marj' 
land  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  (o  adihorize  tb( 
people  of  Ibe  Miuoari  Territory  to  form  a  cod' 
Btitution  and  State  goTtrnmeot,  aad  for  the  ad' 
nuiaioB  of  the  same  into  the  Union— 


brieve  hia  molivea  tc 


the  Union,  dtall  be  free  at  the  age  of  twentyfive 

The  debate  which  commenced  oq  Salnrdav 
wu  to-daf  resumed  OD  thii  promaitloD  j  wbicn 
was  aopporled  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  Mr.  Mii.t.e,  Mr. 
LiTERHOBE,  and  Mr.  Fulleb:  and  oppoaed  by 
Mr.  Babboub;,  Mr.  Pindall,  Mr.  Clat,  and  Hr. 
R0UIB8. 

This  debate  (which  wb«  quite  iniereating)  in- 
volred  two  queiiioDa;  one  of  right,  the  other  of 
xpedieney.  Both  were  supported  by  the  adro- 
atet  of  the  amendment,  and  generally  opposed 
by  its  opponents.  On  the  oaeliand,  it  waa  con* 
tended  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  prescribe  to 
■Dy  State  the  details  of  its  government,  any  fur- 
ther than  that  it  should  be  republican  in  its  form ; 
that  such  a  power  would  be  nugatory,  if  ezei- 
cised,  since,  once  admitted  into  the  Union,  the 
people  of  an^  Slate  hare  the  naqueaiioned  right 
to  amend  their  constitution  of  government,  dtc. 

On  the  other  band,  it  was  as  strongly  contended 
that  Congress  had  the  right  to  annex  conditions 
to  the  admisaion  of  any  new  Stale  into  the  Unions 
that  alarery  was  incompatible  with  oot  Repub* 
lican  iDstituiioas,  dtc. 

Besides  the  aboTe  gentlemen,  Mr.  Habbisoh 
and  Mr.  Hrkdrices  spoke  on  points  is  cid  en  tally 
introduced  into  the  debate. 

Mr.  Tatlos,  of  New  Tork,  spoke  as  foUowi; 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  few  citizens  who  now 
inhabit  the  Territory  of  Missouri  were  alone  ia- 
lerested  in  the  decision  of  this  qaeiiion,  I  should 
content  myself  with  votinginfaror  of  the  amend- 
ment, without  occupying  lor  a  moment  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.  Bui  the  fact  is  far  other- 
wise ;  those  whom  we  shall  authorize  to  set  in 
motion  the  machine  of  free  government  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  will,  in  many  respects,  decide  the 
destiny  of  millions.    Cait  your  eye  on  that  ma- 

J'esiic  tiver  which  gives  name  to  the  Territory, 
or  the  admission  of  which  into  the  Union  we 
are  about  to  provide;  trace  its  meauderings 
through  fertile  regions  for  more  than  two  thou- 
sand miles ;  cross  the  stony  mountains,  and  de- 
scend the  navigable  waters  whichempty  into  the 
Western  oeean ;  contemplate  the  States  hereaf- 
ter to  nnfurl  their  banners  over  this  fair  portion 
of  America,  the  successive  senerations  of  free- 
men who  there  shall  adorn  Die  arts,  enlarge  the 
circle  of  science,  and  improve  the  condition  of 
oai  species.  Having  taken  this  survey,  you  will 
be  able,  in  some  measure,  to  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  before  us.  Our  voles 
this  do^  will  determine  whether  the  high  de!.ti- 
ities  ofthis  region,  and  of  these  generatioui,  shall 
be  fulfilled,  or  whether  we  shall  defeat  them  by 
permitting  slavery,  with  all  its  baleful  conse- 
quences, to  inherit  the  land.    Let  the  magnitude 
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of  this  quetlioD  pleid  my  spology,  while  I  briefly 
addreuK  few  coiiEideraliojis  to  toe  sober  judg- 
ment of  patriots  aod  statesmen. 

I  willaot  DOW  stop  to  FxamiDe  the  policy  of  eX' 
tending  our  settlements  into  the  wilaerness,  with 
the  astonishing  rapidity  whieb  has  marked  their 
progress,  lea7iQg  within  oar  ancient  botdets  an 
extensive  countrjr,  unsubdued  by  the  hand  of 
man.  This  inquiry,  although  iaiimalelf  ~~~ 
nected  with  the  subject,  would  too  much  ei 
the  range  of  discussion  at  this  late  period  of  ihe 
session.  I,  however  cannot  forbear  reminding 
gentlemen  that  but  few  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  opinion  was  often  expressed,  and  earnestly 
inculcated  by  our  wisest  and  best  men,  that  no 
locations  ought  to  be  made  beyond  the  Mississip- 
pi, notil  the  original  States  and  their  Territories 
should  acquire  a  population  of  considerable  com- 
pactnets  and  strength  i  and  that  our  military 
posts  should  not  be  pushed  forward  faster  than 
was  necessary  to  protect  the  frontier  setitements. 
A  policy  embracing  more  enlarged  ideas,  and 
more  magnificent  projects,  appears  to  have  suc- 
ceeded. We  now  talK  of  forts  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Yellow  Stone,  and  military  establishments 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  hundred  miles  in  the  In- 
dian conntry,  as  objects  of  reasonable  and  easy 
achievement.  Ad  honorable  member  from  Vir- 
ginia has  this  morning  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State,  praviag  of  Con- 
gress permission  to  settle  on  Columnia  river,  be- 
tween the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Pacific 
ocean,  probably  intending  to  introduce  slavery 
into  the  remotest  vec^e  ofRepublican  territory. 
I  pass  over  these  subjects,  however  momentous, 
and  well  deserving  the  attention  of  Congress,  and 
come  directly  to  ine  points  in  issue. 

First.  Has  Congress  power  to  require  of  Mis- 
tonri  a  Constitutional  prohibition  against  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery,  as  a  condition  of 
her  admission  into  the  Upion  1 

Second.  If  the  power  exist,  is  it  wise  to  exer- 

Congress  has  no  power  unless  it  be  expressly 
granted  by  the  Constitution,  or  necessacv  to  the 
execotionofsomepowerclearly  delegated^  What, 
then,  are  tbe  grants  made  to  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  Territories?  J,  The  third  section  of  the 
foniih  article  declares,  thai  "  the  Congress  shall 

ihave  power  to  disjiose  of  and  make  ul  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory, 
or  other  property,  belonging  to  theUnJted  Slates." 
It  woulcf  be  difficult  to  devise  a  more  compre- 
hensive grant  of  power.  The  whole  subject  is 
put  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  as  well  the  right 
of  judging  what  regulations  ate  proper  to  he 
made,  as  the  power  of  making  them,  is  clearly 
granted.  ^  Until  admitted  into  the  Union,  this 
polilicalsbciety  is  a  territory;  all  the  preliminary 
steps  relating  to  its  admission  are  territorial  reg- 
ulations. '  Hence,  in  all  such  cases.  Congress  has 
exercised  the  power  of  determining  by  whom  the 
constitution  should  be  made,  how  its  framers 
should  be  ele'cted,  when  and  where  they  should 
meet,  and  what  propositions  should  be  submitted 
to  their  decision.    After  its  formation,  the  Con- 


its  provisioos,  and,  if  approrsl, 
admit  the  State  into  the  Union,  io  parsuanee  of 
a  power  delegated  by  the  same  section  of  tbe 
Constitution,  in  the  following  words:  "New 
States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  the 
Union."  This  grant  of  power  is  evideutLy  alter- 
naiivej  its  exercise  is  committed  to  tbe  soand 
diseration  of  Congrest ;  no  injustice  is  dene  br 
declining  iL  But  if  Congress  has  the  power  <u 
altogether  refusing  to  admit  sew  Statea,  mnch 
more  has  it  the  power  of  prescribing  aueh  eoB- 
diiioDs  of  admission  as  may  be  judged  reaaoDable. 
The  exercise  of  this  power,  nntil  qow,  has  never 
been  questioned.  The  act  of  1802,  nnder  wkiek  i 
Ohio  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  prescribed  ifael 
condition  that  its  conslitDlion  should  not  be  re-i 
pugnant  to  the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  sixth  t 
article  of  that  ordinance  declares,  "there  sttalli 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  ia[ 
the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  m  the  punish- ' 
ment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  beeo 
duly  convicted."    The  same  condition  was  isa- 

Eosed  by  Congress  on  the  people  of  Indiana  and 
linois.  These  Stetes  have  all  complied  with 
it,  nod  framed  constitutions  excluding  slavery. 
Uiasouri  lies  in  the  same  latitude.  Its  eoil,  pro* 
ductioDs,  and  climate  are  the  same,  and  the  same 
ptinciplea  of  government  should  be  applied  to  iL 
But  it  is  said  that,  by  tbe  treaty  of  1803.  with 
the  French  Republic,  Congreesi* restrained  from 
imposing  this  condition.     Tha  third  article  is 

JBoied  as  eontainlDK  <he  prohibition.  It  is  in  the 
otlowing  words :  "The  Inhabitants  of  [be  ceded 
territory  shall  be  incorporated  iti  the  Onion  of 
the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  poui- 
ble,  according  to  the  pfinciplee  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stiiution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  right^ad-,  , 
vatuages  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni-  || 
ted  States,  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  shall  be  J 
maintainecl  and  protectfii  in  the  free  enjoyment  I 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  Jl 
they  profess."     The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded) 
territory,  when  transferred  from  ilbe  proleclioa 
of  the  French  Republic,  in  regard  to  the  United 
States,  would  have  stood  in  [lie  relation  of  aliane. 
The  object  of  the  atiicle  donbtless  was  to  pro-i 
vide  for  their  admistion  to  the  riglits  of  citizens,! 
and  their  locorparation  into  the  Amnican  ftmily. 
The  treaty  made  do  provision  for  Ihe  erection  of . 
new  States  in  the  ceded  territory.    That  was  a 

Jiuestion  of  national  policy,  properly  reserved 
or  the  decision  of  those  to  whom  the  Const itn- 
tioQ  had  committed  the  power.  The  framers  ol 
the  treaty  well  knew  that  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate could  not  bind  Congress  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union.  The  unconsiitaiional  doctrine 
had  not  then  been  broached,  tha[  the  Presideu 
and  Senate  could  not  only  purchase  a  West  In- 
dia island  or  an  African  principaliiy,  but  also 
pose  upoD  Congress  an  ohlieation  to  make  it 
an  independent  State,  and  admit  it  into  the  Uni- 
on. If  tlie  President  and  Senate  can,  by  treaty, 
change  [he  Constitntion  of  tbe  United  Stat^ 
and  rob  Congress  of  a  power  clearly  delegated, 
the  doctrine  may  be  true,  but  otherwise,  il  is 
false.    Tbe  treaty,  therefore,  has  no  operation  on 
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tke  4M«ioo  ID  ddbftlc.  Iti  reqoirMibsu,  haw- 
eT«r,  lure  bMn  fiithfally  ful&lM.  In  1604,  ihe 
Uw«  of  the  Uniicd  States  wen  extended  to  that 
territory.  The  proteoiioo  aSbided  br  ibe  Federal 
CoDUiiQiJon  WB«  guarantied  lo  its  inhabiiaatB. 
Tbey  were  tbua  "  incorporaied  in  the  Udiod," 
and  leeBrei]  in  (be  enjo^meal  of  their  rights. 
The  irealf  stipnialion  bemg  ihni  executed,  "  as 
MUD  at  ponibU,"  it  tenaioed  a  question  for  the 
ftnan  detatmiQBlion  of  Coagreat,  whether  the 
QoTeiiiinent  should  remain  territorial  or  become 
that  of  an  iadepeudeut  State.  In  1811,  Ibisques- 
tion  wa«  decided  in  relatioB  lo  tbai  part  of  the 
territoTf  which  tbea  embraced  nearly  all  the 
poBolatioD,  and  to  aeouire  which,  atone,  the  trea- 
ty oad  been  made.  A  law  was  passed  to  CDsble 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  foini 
a  coBstitDttoD  and  Slate  goverameot,  and  to  mo- 
Ttde  for  its  edmission  into  the  Doiou.  Did  Con- 
greaa  tbea  doubt  its  power  to  annex  conditioas 
tosaoh  admiuionl  No,  sir,  ftt  from  it.  Tbe 
I^OHToment  of  Orleans  had  always  been  admin- 
istered according  to  ibe  piiaciples  of  the  civil  Uw. 
Theeommoa  law,  so  highly  rallied  in  other  parts 
•f  our  country,  was  not  reeojpiised  there.  Trial 
bv  jury  was  unknown  to  tbe  inhabitants.  Instead 
01  a  jitiTilege,  they  oonsidersd  its  introdueiion 
an  odiODS  dapartnre  from  their  ancient  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  Left  to  themselTes,  they  nerer 
would  have  iatrodaced  it.  Congres^  however, 
knowing  these  thinn,  made  it  a  condition  of  their 
'  intoibeUnion,thatlrialbyjaryaboa1d 
1   to   the  cilisen   by  a  Constiiaiiot>al 


i^uired  to  be  cbanye^  as  a  condition  of  lis  admis- 
sion. The  inhabitants  were  wholly  French  and 
Spaaish.  Theirs  were  tbe  only  languagea  gene- 
ra^y  spoken,  or  even  uaderstood.    But  Congreai 


point  for  ihemselres-  From  these  facts,  it  ap- 
pears ibat  Congress,  at  (hsl  day,  acted  from  a 
mnTiction  that  it  possessed  the  power  of  pie- 
teribinf  the  conditwas  of  their  admission  into 
the  Union. 

Qentlemen  hare  said  the  amendment  is  in  vi- 
.  olation  of  the  ireat}^,  beeause  it  impairs  the  prop- 
erty of  a  master  in  his  slare.  Is  it  then  pretended, 
that,  noiwiihsianding  tbe  declaration  in  our  bill 
of  tights,  "that  all  men  are  created  equal,"  one 
individual  can  have  a  vested  property  not  only 
in  the  flesh  and  blood  of  bis  fellow  man,  but  also 
in  generations  not  yet  called  in  to  existence)  Can 
it  M  believed  that  the  supreme  Legislature  has 
no  power  to  provide  rules  and  rcgolatioos  for 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  future  ages  1  And 
this,  too,  when  the  Constitution  ilsellbas  vested 
in  Congress  full  sovereignty,  by  auibotisiug  the 
eaaelmeni  of  whatever  Taw  it  may  deem  coudu- 
eive  lo  the  welfare  of  ihe  country.  Tbe  sover- 
eignty of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  Stales,  is 
limited  by  specific  grants — but,  in  regard  lo  ibe 
Territories,  it  i«  unlimited.    MisMuri  was  pu- 


ebaaed  with  our  money,  and,  until  inBorporaled 
into  the  family   of  States,  it  may   be  sold  for 
moDey.  Can  it  then  be  maintained,  that,  although 
we  have  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  whole  Tec 
rilory,  we  have  no  tight  lo  provide  against  the 
further   increaae  of  slavery  within   its  limits] 
That,  alihough  we  may  change  the  political  r«-    ' 
lations  of  its  free  citizens  by  transferring  their     \ 
cotmtry  lo  a  foreign  Power,  we  cannot  provide      < 
for  tbe  gradual  aiwlition  of  slavery  within  its      \ 
limits,  nor  establish  those  civil  regulations  whieh 
naturally  flow  from  self-evident  trutb  1    No,  sir, 
it  cannot;  the  praetiee  of  nations  and  ibe  com- 
mon aense  of  mankind  have  long  sinee  decided 
these  questions. 

Having  proved,  as  I  apprehend,  our  right  to 
legislate  in  the  manner  proposed,  1  proceed  to 
illuBlrete  the  propriety  of  exercising  it.  And 
here  1  might  rest  satisfied  with  reminding  my 
oppooenla  of  ibeir  own  declarations  on  |bo  sul>- 
ject  of  slavery.  How  often,  and  how  etoqaently, 
have  ibey  deplored  its  existence  among  them? 
What  willingness,  nay,  what  solicitude  hare  they 
not  manifealed  to  be  relieved  from  this  burden? 
How  have  they  wept  over  tbe  unforinnaie  pol- 
icy that  first  isirodueed  slaves  into  this  country  I 
How  have  they  disclaimed  the  guilt  and  sbaiiM 
of  that  original  sin,  and  thrown  it  back  opon  their 
ancestors  r  I  have  with  pleasure  heard  these 
avowals  of  regret  and  confided  in  their  sineeriiy  ; 
I  have  hoped  lo  see  its  effects  in  the  advancement 
of  tbe  cause  of  bumaoiiy.  Gentlemen  hare  now 
an  opportunity  of  putting  their  principles  into 
praotioe ;  if  ihey  have  tried  slarerv  and  found  it 
a  curse  _;  if  they  desire  lo  dissipate  tne  gloom  with 
whieh  il  covers  iheir  land ;  1  call  upon  them  to 
exclude  it  from  the  Territory  in  question ;  plant 
not  its  seeds  in  this  uocorrupi  soil;  let  not  our 
children,  looking  back  to  tbe  proceedings  of  this 
day,  sav  of  ihem,  as  they  have  been  oonstrained 
to  spcas  of  their  fathers, "  we  wish  their  decision 
bad  been  diffeteni;  we  regret  tbe  existence  of 
Ibis  unfortunate  population  among  us ;  but  we 
found  them  here  :  we  know  not  what  to  do  with 
them ;  it  is  our  mUfortBDe,  we  must  bear  it  with 
paiienee." 

History  will  record  the  decision  of  this  day  m 
exerting  its  ioQuence  for  eenturies  to  come  over 
the  population  of  half  our  eontinent.  If  we  re- 
ject the  amendment  and  suffer  this  evil^  now 
easily  eradicated,  to  strike  its  roots  so  deep  in  the 
soil  Ibat  it  can  never  be  removed,  shall  We  not 
furnish  some  apology  for  doubting  out  sincerity, 
when  we  deplore  its  existence — shall  we  not  ex- 
pose ourselves  to  Ibe  same  kind  of  censure  whioh 
wBspTonounoed  by  the  Sario or  of  Mankind  upon 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  who  builded  the  lomba 
of  the  prophets  and  garnished  the  lepulchres  of 
Ibe  rigbteouii  aad  said,  if  they  had  lived  in  the 
days  of  their  fathers,  tney  would  not  have  been 
partakers  with  ibem  in  the  blood  of  the  propbela, 
while  they  manifested  a  spirit  which  clearly 
proved  ihem  the  legiiimaie  descendaais  of  those 
who  killed  the  prophets,  and  ihus  filled  up  ibe 
measure  of  their  fatners'  iniquity  1 

Mr.  Chairman,  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  Cen- 
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ItiMky  (Mr.  Clat)  has  presMd  laio  his  serrioe 
Ike  cauM  of  faumanity.  H«  has  psih«tia>tly 
arced  ua  to  withdraw  our  amendmeat  asd 
anffer  this  unfortanale  popalalion  to  be  dispeFsed 
sTer  the  country.  He  says  Iher  will  be  be 
fed,  clothed  and  sheltered,  aod  tutr  whale  t 
dition  will  be  sreacly  improred.  Sir.  true  »«- 
maoity  disowDs  bis  inTooatioa.  The  humanity 
to  which  he  appeals  it  baas  coin ;  it  is  eounterfeit, 
it  is  that  btmBDiiy  which  aedu  to  palliate  diseaie 
by  the  applieatiea  of  Dostrutiu,  which  eeaitei  its 
seeds  throo|^  the  whole  syBtem— ^bioh  Mrea  a 
fi^r  to-day,  bat  Kmpntates  the  arm  toMHonow. 
Bir,  my  heart  responds  to  the  eall  of  hamanliy } 


any  practicable  means 
of  betieflng  the  coadliion  of  this  oppreued  pt 


1  will  zealously 
of  betieflng  the 

pie.  I  aea  ready  to  appropriate  a 
use,  and  to  aid  them  m  setlliDg  U — uut  ^  am  uui 
willing,  I  never  will  consent  to  declare  the  whole 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  a  market 
for  human  flesh.  In  rain  will  you  enact  serete 
lawB  aMtMt  the  importation  of  slaves,  if  jrou 
create  tor  them  an  adailional  demand,  by  openf- 
the  western  world  to  ibeir  employment.  Whil 
ittgn  man  is  bonj ht  in  Africa  for  a  few  genawi 
or  a  bottle  of  whiskey,  and  sold  at  New  Orleans 
for  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  avarice  will 
stimulate  to  the  violation  of  your  laws.  Not- 
wiihsranding  the  penalties  and  eoBfiseaiions  de- 
nounced in  your  aiaiutes  and  actually  enforced 
on  all  delected  offenders,  the  slave  trade  eontin- 
ues-— a  vigilant  execatton  of  the  laws  may  dimin- 
ish it,  trat,  while  you  inefcase  the  demand  and 
offer  90  great  temptation  to  the  enpidtty  of  un- 
Btineiimd  men,  they  will  eooounter  evoy  peril 
m  the  ptoaeootion  of  ihis  QDhallowediraffie.  The 
gentleman  from  Keniucky  has  iatimated  his 
willingness,  in  addltlen  to  the  eiisting  penalties 
upon  ttan^pvasion,  to  diseoorafe  this  inhnoan 
aommeree  ^  deolaring  the  inporied  slave  to  be 
free.  This  orovisioD,  if  eetaUisbed,  would  in 
theory  provide  some  remedy  for  tfae  evil,  but  in 
praetica  it  wpvld  be  fonnd  altogether  int^terative. 
A  slave  is  emosgled  into  the  oonntry  and  by  law 
becomes  free ;  Mt  the  fcei  of  Importaiioa  must 
be  eRcabliabed  bv  wiinesies  in  a  court  of  justice, 
innon-slaveholaing  States,  all  men  are  preeomed 
Aee,  until  the  eoDirarr  be  proved ;  bnt,  where 
slavery  is  established,  all  black  men  are  presnnml 
■laves,  until  ihey  are  proved  free.  This  pre- 
nmptioD  atone  wonld  generally  present  to  tfae 
slave  an  ineuperaUe  obstacle  10  the  suceessfnl 
prosecution  of  his  alarm— ha  moreover  would  be 
poor,  anfViended,  isnonnt  of  oDr  langvace,  and 
under  the  watchM  eye  of  those  whose  iaiereel 
it  would  be  to  allow  no  eommunicaiion  ef  his 
wrongs  where  redress  could  be  obtained.  The 
Hght  of  fteedom  might  exist,  birt  he  would  find 
it  impracticable  to  eoA)re«  it,  and  be  probably 
would  hare  occasion  to  feel  that  every  effort  to 
break  his  cbaios  only  increase  their  weight  and 
render  bis  condition  the  more  intolerable. 

To  the  objection  that  this  amendment  will,  if 
adopted,  diminish  the  valne  of  a  species  of  prop- 
erty in  one  portion  of  the  Union,  and  tberel^ 
operate  ntaequnlly,  I  reply,  that  if,  by  depriving 


ilavehoUef*  of  tfae  Ulsaonri  market,  the  fanriBMi 
of  niaiug  slaves  ahenld  become  leas  profliaUe,  li 
would  beaneffeast  ineideatally  prodoced,  bat  is 
not  the  otnoel  of  the  measure.  The  law  probib- 
illag  the  importation  o(  foreign  slitvea  was  not 
pasNd  for  the  pnrpoae  of  enbaDcloa  tbo  valve  of 
those  then  in  the  country,  but  tbat  eff^t  hu 
been  iwiideatally  prodnced  in  a  verv  great  d«gr«e. 
80  now  the  exclorioa  of  slavery  from  MisMari 
may  opeiste,  in  soote  measnre,  to  retard  a  AirtlMT 
advance  of  prices;  but,  enrely,  when  gendMaen 
consider  tbe  present  demand  m  thrir  tabor,  and 
the  extent  of  country  in  Lonisiana,  HiMl«nppi, 
aad  AlabaoM,  reqairin^  a  supply,  Ihey  onghl  not 
to  opipose  their  ezelnaion  from  the  territory  in 
question.  It  i«  farther  obiect«d,  that ihe  amend- 
mentis  oalcnlated  to disirancbise  our  brMtaren 
of  the  Soutb,  by  dieeounging  their  emigvmtioo 
to  liaoeuDiry  westof  iheHiisissippi.  If  it  were 
pr^osed  ta  oiseriminate  between  ciiixeM  of  tbe 
diflereatsectioasof  our  Union, and  allow  a  PcBB- 
•ylvanian  to  hold  slaves  there  while  tbe  power 
was  denied  to  a  Virginian,  the  objection  mi^t 
very  proporly  be  made  j  bnt,  when  we  place  all 
•a  an  eqoal  noting,  denying  to  all  what  w«  deoy 
to  one.  I  an  unable  to  discover  tbe  injusiiae  at 
inequality  of  which  honorable  gentlemen  have 
thought  propel  to  aomptaia.  The  deacription  of 
emigrants  may  be  affeoted,  in  some  measore.  by 
the  amandtaent  in  qaestioa.  If  alav^  shall  be 
telei«te4,  the  eouncry  will  be  settled  by  rieli 
plaaiets,  with  ibeirslavea;  if  itshallberejeeMd, 
the  emigtents  will  chiefly  consist  of  the  poorer 
and  more  laborioni  classes  of  society,  if  it  be 
true  that  the  proapertir  and  happiness  ofaowin- 
try  ought  to  eonstitute  the  grand  object  of  its 
legislators,  I  cannot  fae«taie  for  a  momeai  which 
speeies  of  population  deserves  most  to  be^»eer- 
aged  by  the  taws  we  may  pass.  Oenttamta,  in 
their  aeal  to  oppose  the  amendmeat,  appear  to 
have  eensldored  but  one  side  of  tbe  case.  If  tfae 
rejection  of  slaverT  ivill  tend  to  dfecoorage  ent- 

5rati(w  from  the  South,  trill  not  its  admission 
ave  the  same  ^eet  in  relation  te  the  North  end 
Bast.  Whence  came  the  people  who,  with  a 
rapidity  never  before  witnessed  have  ohanged  Ihe 
wddemsss  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  iMo 
fruitful  fields;  who  have  erected  there,  in  a  period 
almost  loo  short  for  the  erediblKty  of  Aiiare  ages, 
three  of  the  freest  and  most  flonnsbing  Stains  in 
oDT  Union  1  Thej  came  from  the  eaitera  hiee ; 
from  that  source  of^popolation  which,  in  tbe  sanae  ■ 
time,  hat  added  more  than  one  liandted  ihousMid 
iobabinnts  to  my  native  Btale,  aad  furnished 
seamen  for  a  largo  portion  of  the  navigation  of 
the  world;  seamen  who  bav«nnfarledyMirbna- 
ner  ia  every  port  to  which  the  enterprise  of  man 
has  gained  admittance,  and  who,  tboogh  peer 
themselves,  hare  drawn  rich  treaanres  fiir  the 
nation  fr«m  the  bssom  erf'  tbe  deep.  Do  you  be- 
lieve tbat  these  people  will  settle  in  a  eeanar 
where  they  must  take  rank  with  negro slavssT 
.Having  tieither  the  ability  nor  will  toltoldskrcs 
themselves,  they  tabor  cneerfiilly  while  labor  is 
honorable  I  make  it  disgraesfol,  they  will  despise 
it.    You  cannot  degrade  it  more  sffectmSy  tnan 
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It  prineifaUf  b)r  ttavn.  TIm  boMiien  in 
wbi«b  wif  ara  gnanJlr  rajcafed^  b«  it  whu  it 
lattTi  *■>*'>  beooam  d«MM  m  pnblio  ettioMiioii. 
It  a  aonaidcred  low,  and  mfit  for  fnenwB.  I 
euiot  batter  illnatnia  ibia  tmlh  tbaa  bf  re(«- 
risgtoBrciBukofthehiMiot«blagriillein«ii  fimin 
K^rtaekf  (Hr.  Clat.)  I  bare  oflea  admiMd 
lb*  libnuUr  of  hi*  KntiDMOis.  He  i*  coT«rntd 
Ij  no  TOlgatprriodiMi;  vet  wkhwbM  wlMrfemra 
did  k*  (peak  oflba  prnwrnaaca,  brjsnr  wires 
Bad  da^bura,  of  tboM  domcitie  oneai  wkick 
tie  waa  ptosed  to  eaU  Mrrilal  Wbai  «oiimT> 
iawi  did  be  maka  batwaea  the  "  black  davn"  of 
Keamaky  aad  Ike  "white  daras"  of  the  Nortk; 
and  bow  isUaailf  did  h«  strika  a  balaaee  ia  fhToi 
of  Ibe  cODdhlaD  it  the  fomer  I  If  mek  opiaioni; 
aod  ezpreMoai^  erca  ia  tbe  ardor  of  debate,  eao 
Ml  fnm  tint  noaoiable  feademaB,  artiu  idnn 
do  TO*  raMOM  are  raMrtaiacd  of  laboriar  ■*» 
bf  tke  aifiKtf  af  ilaTtkoMtia  1  A  geananai 
fiam  Virginia  (Ur.  BAuent)  lepliai,  tbey  are 
ticated.  witk  ooafideDce  aad  aMwra,  and  tkeir 
lighu  are  retpccMd.  81i,  I  did  oot  imagiae  tkav 
ware  pat  oui  of  tba  ptoteoiion  of  taw.  Tfaao' 
ponoaa  and  prapwif  ava  deabtleaa  Meat*  fhn 
TioleDDC,  or,  if  iajaied,  tbe  coorli  of  jouloe  are 
"MB  for  thait  redrcaa.  Bwi,  ia  a  toavtf  like 
ua,  where  the  paoplaarc  aeTartigv,  and  CKrjr 
utBcn  ia  entitled  t9  eqml  rights,  the  iMve  ez- 
eaipiiu  tarn  flagmuween  ia  no  great  priritage. 
Ia  tbit  conotrr,  no  claia  ec  fnenKB  iboald  m 
aisladad,  eitbai  bf  law,  or  by  tbe  aattaeiim  ik 
pabUe  opiBioa,  laoie  pewetfol  than  law,  firoeB 
eoBpctioc  for  officM  and  political  dlatiaetieM. 
Sir,  a  boBMBB  aiaaiar  will  rapeet  the  righti «( 
bia  ilafe,  and,  if  wattbf,  wilt  konor  bine  with 
eeofidaDee  and  esteen.  And  this  tame  nwuare, 
I  apprabendj  it  dealt  out,  in  slaTekoldiag  Swea, 
to  tna  labonng  olaat  of  tbeir  wbita  pofnilaiioD. 
Bat  whom  of  that  etaaa  have  tbey  erer  oalltd  lo 
fill  BtatiaaB  of  any  eoniiderabla  raaponribilNT  1 
When  hare  wt  taen  ■  R^reatntattra  oa  this 
flaor,  froB  that  Mctioa  of  oar  Dninn,  who  was 
DM  a  ilaTeholdet?  Who  ba*  stavaholdera  are 
eUtiad  to  their  Sale  Legitlatureel  Who  bat 
tbcTareappemted  to  fill  their  eieaative  and  jo- 
dieial  offieei  t  I  appeal  to  gaatletttn,  whether 
tbe  eeleotion  of  a  laboring  maa,  however  well 
educated,  woold  bm  be  oeatiderad  an  eztraordi- 
aarr  tTeiit?  Fot  iMi  I  do  not  rmroaeb  mr 
bntbren  of  the  Smth.  Thef  dtnibtleN  ehaoae 
tboia  torepteteaitbeotia  wbontb«yinotieo»< 
Met  and  far  be  it  fraametoiDliaaale  that  their 
eenalidence  u  ever  tniqitaaed.  Bvi  nj  objeetioa 
it  to  the  iatrodnotioB  of  a  lytiea)  which  eaanot 
bat  ptodnee  tbe  eflbat  of  Ntfdetiag  labtw  die- 
gracefal* 

An  argnnent  btM  been  arged  tj  a  geBdetnaa 
(torn  Virginia  (Mr.  Buoooa)  amiDet  the  pro- 
poeed  anendmenl,  ooaneeted  with  oar  rercnoet. 
Me  taid,  that  bj  prohibiting  tbe  fonbar  iotradoe- 
lion  ofalaYveiBto  the  .—  - 

radaee  the  prioe  and 
poMie  laadt.    in  my  opinion,  the  cSmM  wsoH 
be  ptMitely  the  ravena.    True,  ii  it,  thM  land* 


fw  ealiivatiea  hare  tatd  Ugber  in  AlahtiDa  tbna 
in  Illiaoia,  b«  thia  it  owing  nai  to  tba  reJHtion 
of  tlararfiB  the  ooe  and  itt  adinitsion  into  the 
other,  bat  to  tba  dlfereiu  ataplet  ihay  at*  capabi* 
of  predneiag.-  The  advanced  jniee  of  cotton  baa 
created  ia  market  a  demand  for  landt  tniteil  to 
iit  cnUivatioa,  aad  enbanoad  their  valoe  fat  be* 
rood  aay  fotmer  pcccedeni.  Bat,  to  lett  tbe 
mtk  of  tbe  poeltioa,  we  bidk  ateettaia  tbe  rela- 
tive valae  of  taod  in  aiQoiaiDg  Statea,  the  ooe 
allewiag  and  the  other  rejecting  tlaTerr,  wtiera 
the  clinaie,  aoil,  prodnoiinH,  and  advaatages  of 
nacfcct  ate  aimiua.  PeaaarlTania  and  HaiyUitd 
farniab  fair  a^eimeBt  of  comparitoa  in  all  theta 
retpacta.  Btii  here  tbe  rcenli  ia  in  diitet  oppoai- 
tion  to  Ibe  eonjeetorc  of  tbe  genHemaa  Aum  Tir- 
^nia.  Laad  on  tbe  PennylTania  side  of  tbe 
me,  whaia  the  power  of  heMing  davea  doea  doc 
eKi*I,natfomlya^ata  higher  prtEe  than  land* 
of  e^ aal  analin  ob  the  HarylaDd  tide^  where  tbe 
power  ia  In  Ml.axereiee.  It  therefore  it  prababta 
that  tbe  fortber  introdoetion  of  slnTetr  into  Hie- 
■oari,  fh(  ftona  ineeeaaing,  would  aetoallr  dt- 
■ioith  thevmlneof  earpuDliclaBda.  Bat,shoiild 
the  fact  be  oiherwtaat  I  ea  treat  geaileueD  to  eon- 
tidet  whatkcr  it  beeooio  ike  high  ebaraetet  of  an 
Anarioan  CoagMat  to  baiter  the  preient  bappi- 
BMt  and  foonc  aaftty  of  nnbora  miHioaa  for  ■ 
fow  pieoai  of  ptIC  fer  a  few  ceait  on  an  acre  of 
land.  For  inyeel^  I  wooM  no  tooaer  eoatami- 
BBM  the  natioDal  Treatnry  with  each  ill-gotwR 
gftli,  than  I  weald  timiab  the  fame  of  oar  oa< 
lioaal  tblpa  by  direaiing  tbeir  emplormeat  in  the 
African  uare  imda.  Bat,  whaierer  may  be  the 
jaflaenee  of  ibc  aabjeet  in  oentraverty  t^n  tbe 
otiginal  price  of  Uul,  tt  most  be  evident  to  all 
nan  of  ehetrvatioD  that  ita  aliimate  aad  perma- 
BanteAele  aM  very  prejndieial  to  agricaltatal 
imptaWiMaL  E^uoii  ia  Bbryjaod,  notwitb- 
ataading  the  miUBeai  of  itt  climate  compared 
with  New  York,  I  am  inforaied,  may  be  pai> 
ehaaed  at  five  or  aix  dollua  aa  acre,  wkile  landi^ 
by  natare  boi  maee  fertile  lor  aaota  advuitB' 
geootly  ttnaced,  m  ibe  laat  mentioaed  Biate,  uU 
ai  a  rate  ten  dmaa  bigbet.  Had  not  tianry  b^at 
iMredueed  inta  Marylaad,  bar  nnmeieat  and  ex- 
tentive  eld  Mdi,  'whiclr  naw  a)q)eaT  to  be  worse 
than  otcleet,  woald  leag  einee  have  rapported  a 
deaaa  popalatloa  of  iodaatiioaa  fteeiMB,  and  coa> 
irihnted  wwhr  M  tbe  eortngth  and  reteareei  of 
Ike  State.  Who  boa  travelled  along  the  line 
mbkh  diridet  that  State  from  Penstymnia,  and 
liBsaot  efeaerved  ibai  ao  monnmaau  are  necee^ 
Miry  to  mark  tbe  beaadary;  that  it  is  eatUy 
tioeed  by  feUowiag  tbe  diiiding  Itnea  betvreet 
fhna  highly  onliinied  aad  plautaiiaBa  layiag 
open  to  the  aommoa  and  overraB  with  weedt; 
between  stooa  batna  and  ttona  bridges  oo  oat 
aidft  attd  stalk  eribs  and  no  bridgei  on  the  oihert 
batweeaaneat,  bloamlng,  aalmated,  toty-eheAed 
peaaaBtry  on  the  one  side,  and  a  iqualid,  slow* 
raotieaed,  blaek  ptamlatioa  on  tbe  other?  Oar 
vale  thia  dajr  will  detenalDC  which  of  these  de- 
ssriptioDs  will  hereaft«r  best  suit  the  inhabitants 
ef  tne  new  woi4d  beyond  the  Uiiiiuippi.  I  en- 
tamt  gantleBen  to  pame  and  solemnly  oonsidet 
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haw  deeply  an  involved  the  dettiiuM  of  fDlorc 

roenlioni  in  the  deoiiioo  now  to  be  made.  If 
■greed  ia  opinioa  wilh  the  gendemaB  from 
Qeorgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  iliai  tb'u  ■meitdmeot  doe* 
not  preMDi  an  iiuurmouBtable  barriei  effRinst  ihe 
fatiDer  iairoduciion  of  Hlareiy;  that  MisMMti, 
after  btoominK  a  State,  raav  eall  a  coBrentton 
and  change  this  feature  of  ber  o<»iatUaiioD— 
even  then  I  thotilii  ooiuidcr  the  amendment 
■aarcely  lew  importaoi  than  if  it  were  ■  fonda- 
moQlal  ind  anakerable  compact.  On  ihu  wb- 
iect  we  hare  ezperiwee,  and  (be  rcaolt  has  }d«u- 
i«d  ihe  beat  bi^n  of  our  eonntrr ;  while  onder 
Ibo  government  of  Congrew,  ■laverr  waa 
eluded  from  theTerrilorie(,nowlheS(aioi,-Berth 
of  the  Ohio.  Oar  power  over  their  nnaicipal 
revolationi  bai  tince  been  withdrawn ;  they  have 
taken  the  govenmeDt  into  their  own  haada.  Bai 
who  hat  not  icen  the  moral  efieet  prodoeed  on 
the  inhabitaats  bj  the  otdiaaoee  of  17S71  It  b 
ai  pcrmaDcnt  ai  iht  soil  over  which  il  waa  ea- 
tablithed.  The  ezeliutoB  of  alavary  from  all 
thsM  Stataa  ii  bow  mora  eSeeinaUr  insured  bf 
public  MBIimeai  than  bjr  their  CtectiluUonal 
prohibition!.  Require  ih«  fovcrniDoni  of  Hie- 
■ourl  to  eoaimenee  rifht,  and  the  tame  nmcal 
efieet  will  then  be  prodoeeii.  No  eonveaiioB  of 
the  people  wilt  ever  permit  the  fatan  iairedae- 
tion  of  ilavet.  Let  their  poltlieal  tBetilationt 
be  etlabiiEhed  in  wisdom,  and  I  thill  oonfidently 
trnit  in  Ihe  good  tense  of  the  peO|de  to  ditect 
them  tfaereoftCT.  Bat,  be  the  event  ai  it  majTi  I 
at  least  shall  bare  the  laitslaetion  of  refleciios 
thtt,  if  the  misfortune  of  slavery  thai)  be  enlailei 
npoo  thii  country,  everything  in  my  power  will 
have  beea  done  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  my  imentioa  to  say 
tomeihiag  of  the  moral  and jwliiieal  iatentit  ia- 
Tolved  in  this  queBiion.  But,  having  already 
occupied  more  of  your  time  than  waimypurDooa 
when  I  rote  Id  address  yon,  and  bdngadmonithed, 
by  the  multiplicity  of  important  billt  which, 
during  the  bw  remaining  days  of  th«  teeeioB, 
demand  our  aiientioB,  I  forbear  loditoBti  or evea 
tooeb  Bpon  those paitsof  the tubjeci.  It  more- 
over is  the  leei  neocstary,  because  those  views 
have  often  been  preeenlcd  to  the  puUio,  and  have 
doubtless  been  lerioiHly  conudered  by  every  meoH 
ber  (^ihitCommittae.  Tha  facts  and  wgameat* 
to  which  I  bare  drawn  youi  atteaiioB,  more  par- 
ticularly relate  to  oar  oondilion  at  a  Federal  B«- 
pBbtic.  and  our  duties  to  Hissonri,  eriaiBR  from 
the  relation  in  which  tba  stands  to  theUi 
While  rccretdng  that  it  has  not  been  in 
power  to  do  more  ample  justice  to  this  impottan't 
subject,  owing  in  part  lo  the  unexpected  muiner 
in  which  it  was  taken  up,  I  cannot  sit  down 
without  esprcMiog  an  earnest  hope  thai  our 
present  decision  may  be  such  at  will  promote  ' 
permanenl  union,  liability,  and  aeeuriiy  of 
country. 

Mr.  FoLLBB,  of  Mastaehaseiti,  said,  that,  in 
the  adiniision  of  new  Biaiet  into  the  IJoion,  he 
considered  that  Congress   had  a  ditcteiioDsry 

Eiwer.    By  the  ith  article  and  3d  sectioB  of  the 
onttitution,  Coogrcu  aia  authoriicd  to  adati 


ikem ',  but  Bathing  in  that  acotion,  or  ia  any  pan 
of  ibe  CoBstitBtion,  enjoins  the  admisNOB  as  i^ 
perative,  under  any  'circnmstaBceB.  If  it  were 
otherwise,  be  would  reqaest  gentlemen  lo  poijtf 
out  what  were  the  circnmttnneea  oreonditioiu. 
precedent,  which  being  foasd  to  eiitl,  Congreae 
ntt  admit  the  new  State.  All  ditcretion  wmrid 
tneb  CMC  be  taken  from  CoBsrest,  Mr.  F.  said, 
and  deliberation  woidd  b*  oieleBt.  The  honor-  . 
able  Speaker  (Mr,  Ci.i,t)  has  taid,  tbat  CoBgrcat  i 
hat  no  right  to  prescribe  any  condition  whaievec 
to  the  newiy  orgaaized  States,  but  miut  admit 
them  bj  a  simple  act,  leavisg  their  tovcrcigntir  _ 
uBiestneted.  [HeretheSFsaxnaexplained— -he  ' 
did  not  intend  to  be  anderttood  in  so  broad  s 
teaae  at  Mr.  F.  itaied.]  With  the  ezplanatum 
of  (he  honorable  gentlemas,  Ur.  F.taid,  I  sdU 
think  hit  grouad  at  nntanaUe  as  before.  We 
certainly  have  a  right,  and  oar  duty  to  (he  DsUon 
re^Biree,  that  we  should  examine  iha  aclaal  etale 
of  things  in  the  proposed  State;  and,  abore  all, 
the  CoasiiiBtwB  ezpremly  makes  a  repabllWB 
form  of  government  in  the  several  Statas  a  foa- 
damcBtal  principle,  to  he  praeerved  under  the 
mered  guarantee  of  the  NuioiMl  Legidatnre. 
[Arc  4,  see.  4.]  Il  dearly,  tber^cwe,  is  the  daty 
of  Congress,  before  admituag  a  new  tisier  into 
the  Uninn,  to  ascermin  ihatliet  eonttiiution  or 
formofgoverBmeatitrepnbliean.  Now,  air,  the 
amendnaciM  proposed  by  the  genilenMo  from 
New  York,  Mr,  TALLHAoaB,  merely  reqairet  that 
slavery  shell  be  prohibiimiiBHisaoari.  Doesthia 
imply  aoyihing  more  than  that  its  conititBtioa 
ihall  be  repuUican  t  The  existence  of  tlaTery  | 
ia  aajr  Stale  it  so  far  a  departure  from  republican  j 
principles.  The  Dcclamtion  of  iBdepcadeBcCj 
pcMted  by  the  iiluiirioni  etatesman  thee  aad  at 
this  lime  a  citiaen  of  a  State  which  admit** 
slavery,  deSncs  the  priBciple  on  which  oar  Na- 
ticmal  aitd  Slate  ConatiiutioBs  are  all  profeesedly 
founded.  The  second  ptragraph  of  ihai  iutra- 
mcot  b^ins  thus:  "  We  hold  these  tnUii  to  be 
'  telf-evi dent— that  all  men  are  created  eqaat— 
'  tbat  ihejr  arc  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
'  certain  inatieiwble  rights — that  among  these 
'  ate  life,  liberty,  and  the  pnisint  of  happiaess." 
Since,  iben,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  slaves  are 
men,  it  follows  that  ihey  are  Ib  a  purely  reptiblj- 
ean  govMameni  born  ftee,  and  are  eaiilled  to 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happinew.  [Mr.  F. 
was  here  interrapted  by  several  gentlanNB,  who 
thought  it  improper  lo  quetlion  in  debate  the  re- 
publican ebarteier  of  the  sltveholding  Staiet, 
which  had  also  a  tendeocjr,  u  one  gentlemaa 
(Ur.  CoLSTOM,  of  Virginis,)  said,  to  deprive 
those  Slates  of  the  right  to  hold  ilavet  as  pre|y 
erty,  and  he  adverted  to  (he  probability  thai  tfasce 
might  be  alavet  in  the  gallery  litlening  (o  the 
debate.]  Mr.  F.  assured  the  gentleman  thai 
nothing  was  foMher  from  his  tbougfatt  than  to 
quettjon  on  tbat  floor  the  right  of  Virginia  and 
other  States,  which  hold  slavet  when  the  Coa- 
stitnrioD  was. established,  to  continue  to  hoU 
them.  With  that  subject  the  Natiooil  Legiila- 
uire  eonld  not  interfere,  and  oughi  not  to  atienpt 
it.    Bat,  Mr.  F.  condnned,  if  geatlemen  will  w 
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pftlitDl,  they  will  vee  ibat  017  remirkB  will  aeU 
tfaer  iJarapte  from  Ihe  ComtiiatioDal  righli  of 
(be  SlaleB,  Dor  from  a  doe  respect  to  tfaeir  >eT»- 
nl  formi  of  goTeromeai.  Sir,  It  is  my  wish  to 
«lUy,  not  to  Hciie  local  animotilie* ;  Ml  I  shall 
HTer  refrain  from  advaoeing  aueb  argumeota  in 
debate  aa  mj'  diitjr  requires,  nor  do  I  believe  Ibai 
tba  reading  of  our  Declaralion  of  lodependence, 
or  a  diecDuion  of  repablican  priociples  oo  any 
oecaiioD,  can  eodaoger  the  rifihis,  or  merit  the 
diiap probation  of  aof  portion  of  the  Union. 

Mjr  reaaoB,  Hr.  Chairman,  for  recurring  to  ibe 
Declaralion  of  oar  Independence,  was  to  draw 
from  an  aatborit;  admitted  in  all  parts  of  the 
"   '  n  a  definition  of  the  basis  of  republican  goT' 


If,t! 


I,  all 


men  have  etjnal  rights,  it 
with  the  principle*  of  a 


can  no  more  comport 

tna  OoTernmeni  to  exclade  men  of  a 

color  from  the  eojorment  of  "libertf  and  the 

Carsuii  of  happiness,"  than  to  eiclode  those  who 
■re  not  attained  a  certain  portion  of  wealth,  01 
a  certain  stature  of  bodr ;  or  to  fonnd  the  exelu- 
aion  on  aojr  other  CBpriciona  or  accidental  eir- 
camstaaee.  Suppose  Minonri,  before  her  ad- 
mission as  a  State,  wvie  10  submit  to  us  her  coi>- 
atitatioD,  by  vbteb  no  person  coold  elect,  or  be 
•leeted  to  any  effiee,  uoleas  he  poeseaed  a  cle«r 
annnal  income  of  twenty  ihonsaod  dollars ;  and 
suppose  we  bad  ascertained  tbat  oolr  five,  or  • 
very  small  number  of  persons  had  raeit  an  eetate; 
would  ibis  be  anything  more  or  less  than  a  real 
aristocracy,  under  a  form  nominally  repnUiean  1 
Eleeiion  and  representation,  which  some  contead 
are  the  only  essential  principles  of  republics, 
would  exist  only  in  name— «  shadow  wiibont 
substance,  a  body  without  a  soul.  Bnl  if  all  tbe 
other  infaabilanis  were  to  be  made  staves,  and 
mere  property  of  the  favored  few,  tbe  ontrage  on 

titiaciple  would  be  still  more  palpable.  Yel,  sir, 
t  is  demonstrable  that  the  exclusion  of  tbe  black 
population  from  all  political  freedom,  and  making 
them  the  property  of  tbe  whites,  is  an  equally 
palpable  invasion  of  right  and  aoandonmeoi  of 
principle.  If  we  do  this  io  the  admission  of  new 
Btates,  we  violate  the  Consiitutioo,  and  we  bate 
not  now  the  excuse  which  existed  when  our  Na- 
tional Constitution  was  ettablished.  Then,  10 
effect  a  concert  of  interests,  it  was  proper  to  make 
concessions.  Tbe  Slates  where  slavery  existed 
not  only  claimed  the  right  to  conltDue  it,  but  it 
was  manifest  that  a  general  emancipation  * 
slaves  conld  not  be  asked  of  them.  Their  poli 
cal  existence  would  have  been  In  jeopardy;  both 
masters  and  slaves  mast  have  been  involved  in 
the  most  fatal  coniequences. 

To  guard  against  snch  inloletable  evils,  it  it 
|)rorided  in  tbe  Cansiitniion  "that  the  mignt- 
lion  or  Inaportalion  of  such  persona,  as  any  ofihe 
existing  States  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 
be  prohibited  till  1808."  Art.  1,  sec.  9.  And  it 
is  provided  elsewhere,  that  persons  held  to  ser- 
vice by  the  laws  of  any  State,  shsll  be  given  up 
by  other  States  id  which  they  may  hare  escaped, 
£c.    Art.  4,  sec.  2.  ' 

These  provisions  efieclDally  recognised  ihe 
right  in  the  Sutcs,  which,  at  lb«  time  of  fram- 


ing the  ConstilQlioo,  held  the  Blacks  in  slaverr, 
to  coatinue  so  to  hold  them,  until  they  should 
think  pro^  to  meliorate  their  condition.  The 
r<-...i. .......  ;.  «  compact  amouft  all  the  Slatet 
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ernmeai  are  established  for  the  "whole  and 
each  iadividual  State.  The  predominant  prin* 
eiple,  in  both  respects,  is,  that  all  men  are  ft«, 
and  bava  an  equal  right  to  liberty,  and  all  other 
pririlesM ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  predomioMt 

gineiMe  is  republicanism,  in  its  largest  aensfl. 
at,  theu,  the  aame  compact  contains  certain  «z- 
eeptious.  The  States  tlisn  holding  slaves  nra 
permitted,  from  the  necessity  of  the  ease,  and  for 
ihe  sake  of  union,  to  ezolude  the  rapuUican  prin- 
oiple  so  ftr,  and  only  so  far,  «a  to  retain  theit 
slaves  in  Mrvitude,  and  alio  their  progeny,  u 
had  been  Ibe  usage,  until  they  should  think  It 

S roper  or  safe  to  oonfurm  to  the  pure  principle 
y  abolishing  slavery.  The  compact  contains  «■ 
its  face  the  general  principle  and  the  exeeptiMia. 
But  the  attempt  10  extend  slavery  to  the  new 
State*  is  in  diraot  violation  of  the  clause  wkiek 
guaranties  a  republican  form  of  goTerament  to 
all  the  Slates.  This  clause,  indeed,  must  be  eoB> 
■iTDed  Id  connexion  with  the  exceptions  before 
mentioBedi  but  it  cannot,  without  violence,  be 
ajpplied  to  any  other  States  than  those  in  whieh 
slavery  was  allowed  at  the  formation  of  the  Oon- 
sittntion. 

The  honorable  Speaker  cites  the  first  olauae  in 
the  second  seoiion  of  the  fourth  article:  "  The 
ciilvent  of  eaeh  Bute  shall  be  entitled  to  alt  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citisens  of  the  ser- 
eral  States,"  whieh  be  thinks  would  be  violated 
br  the  condition  proposed  in  the  CoBsiiiuiion  of 
Missouri.  To  keep  slaved— to  make  one  portion 
of  the  population  the  property  of  another,  hardly 
deserves  to  be  called  a  privilege,  since  what  is 

S lined  by  the  master*  most  be  Tost  by  the  slave*, 
ut,  independently  of  this  eonsideratiaa,  I  think 
the  obeetvattoD*  already  offered  to  Ihe  Commit- 
tee, showing  that  holding  ihe  Uack  population  in 
serviiade  Is  an  exoe^ioB  to  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  OoBStitutioB,  and  caonut  be  allowad 
to  extend  beyond  the  fair  import  of  the  terma  by 
vrhioh  that  exeeption  isfrovided,  are  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  ol^eotion.  The  gentleman  pro- 
ceeds in  the  same  train  of  reasoung,  and  asn,  if 
Congress  can  require  one  condition,  how  many 
more  can  be  required,  and  where  iheM  condition* 
will  end  1  With  regard  to  a  republican  otmstitii- 
tion,  CoDgreas  are  obliged  to  reqnire  thu  condi-  ■ 
tion,  and  that  isenough  for  the  present  question  ( 
but  1  contend,  further,  thatCongrese  fan*  a  right, 
at  their  discretion,  to  require  any  other  reaaonnbte 
condition.  Several  others  were  required  of  Obith 
ladiana,  llHnois,  and  Mississippi.  The  State  of 
Louisiana,  which  was  a  part  of  the  territory 
ceded  to  u*  at  the  same  time  with  Missouri,  wn* 
required  10  provide  in  her  constitution  for  trials 
by  jury,  tbe  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the  principles 
of  eiril  and  religion*  liberty,  with  acveral  others 
peculiar  to  that  State.  These  certainly  are,  none 
of  them,  mote  indispensable  ingredient*  in  a  re> 
pubUcanform  of  govenment,  than  the  equality 
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of  priiilages  of*aU  tke  pc^alUiM  t  feC  Ibwe 
kara  not  wen  daniej  to  be  msoHbli,  wd  m.r- 
rsDled  bjr  lite  natioiwl  ConMiiativBiniheadmi^ 
liOB  or  new  Suit*.  Nor  seed  gentlMMB  ap pie- 
btnd  that  Coafrasa  will  sat  no  naaSBabte  limita 
10  the  ooDdllioDB  of  admiMiOB.  Id  the  «x<rciH 
of  Ihew  CoutitalioDal  ditcretioD  on  this  uibjcct, 
tfatf  are,  ai  ia  all  otbei  caiea,  leaponaible  lo  the 
Mople.  Their  power  to  terjr  direct  taiai  ta  aot 
Iiauie4  by  ihe  CoDtlitDiioo.  They  may  lay  a 
tax  of  rae  milbon  of  doUari,  or  of  a  bundled 
millioDa,  witboat  violating  the  letter  of  the  Con- 
EtituUoii}  bat  if  the  latter  enormous  and  unrea- 
sonable lam  were  levied,  or  even  the  faraer, 
withoat  erideat  Decaasitv,  the  people  bare  the 
power  in  their  owq  haaa*-  -a  speedy  eorteotiTe 
n  fomd  ia  the  retiHa  of  tb«  eleetMoa.  This 
lenedy  is  u  eHUuo,  that  the  rear  eta  ntaiires  of 
tJte  peoplo  oaa  aerer  lose  sight  of  it ;  aad  eooae- 
^oeotly  an  abuse  of  tb«i(  powers,  to  any  coastd- 
erable  extent,  can  never  be  appreheoded.  The 
sMM  reasanlng  ajqiliea  to  the  exeraise  of  oif  the 
powers  iatruated  to  Coaonsa,  and  tke  admiMion 
of  new  Stales  iito  tbe  Union  is  in  d*  raspct 
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_radiBeDl,  bcoausa  it  abrtdgat  the  rignta  of 
th«  sbveholding  Sintas  to  traniport  their  slaves 
10  the  new  Sutes  for  «ie  or  otheiwia*.  This 
argoment  is  attempted  to  be  enforeed  in  variona 
ways,  and  partiaulaily  W  the  elaaae  ia  the  Con- 
•titatioo  last  cited.  Itadmiis.  however,  of  a  very 
dearanawer,  bj;  ToeniriaK  to  the  niath  eeclioo  of 
article  first,  wtuoh  norides,  ihnt  "  lb«  migraiioo 
or  inpoitatkn  ofneh  peiaMa  a*  anr  "  " 
BiaMa  i^B  existing  shall  admii,  sbnU  __  __ 
prohibited  by  Conpeaa  till  1S08."  This  oleuly 
unplJea  (hat  the  mtgralMn  aqd  iaapMiation  may 
be  pnihibiiad  after  that  year.  The  iaiporUtion 
haa  been  prohibited,  bnt  themigntion  hMsot 
bitheriobeaaretUaiDfdt  Ciwneai,  however,  may 
reetraia  it  when  it  may  be  joaged  expedient.  It 
ia,  indeed,  contended  bysomegeatlemea,  that  mi- 
gration  is  either  eynonymons  with  importation, 
or  ibM  it  mtKOM  something  di&rent  from  tbe 
traniforiaiwn  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  ano- 
ther. K  certainly  ia  not  tynonymoas  with  ti»- 
porfoMon,  and  would  not  bave  been  nsed  if  it  bad 
bees  w.  It  eaitnot  Mean  eKporiatiem,  which  is 
abo  a  definite  and  precise  term.  It  cannot  mean 
the  raeaptien  of  ,^  blacks  from  foreign  oonn- 
triet,  as  is  alleged  by  some,  beeaiiae  no  poasiUc 
reason  existed  for  regolating  their  admistios  by 
the  Goasthntian ;  no  free  blacks  ever  cune  from 
Afrieiu  or  any  oil^  country,  to  this ;  aad  to  intro- 
daee  the  provision  by  the  side  of  ihnt  for  the  im- 
porktion  of  alnvee  wonld  have  been  absurd  in 
the  higliest  degree.  What  alternative  remnina 
bat  lo  appiv  the  term  "  migraUoa"  to  tha  trans- 
povtMiMi  01  slaves  from  those  Butes  where  thev 
are  admitted  to  be  held,  to  other  Stales  ?  Snob  a 
provision  might  bave  in  view  a  very  oaiurnl  ob- 
ject. The  price  of  slaves  might  be  aflected  so 
far  by  a  sndden  prohibition  to  transport  slaves 
from  Sum  to  State,  thai  it  was  as  reasonable  to 
guard  against  that  iDcanvcnienc*, »  against  tha 


snddeB  intardintion  of  the  impoiation.  Hiihettn 
it  hns  not  been  found  neoeesaiy  for  Congress  to 
prohibit  migration  or  transponatioQ  from  BinM 
to  Sttie.  But  now  it  becomes  the  right  aid 
duy  of  Congress  to  guard  against  ihe  further 
extension  of  the  ioiolerable  evil  and  the  crying 
eaormiiy  of  slavery. 

The  expediency  of  ibii  measure  i^  very  appn- 
rent.  The  opening  of  an  exKnsive  slave  market 
will  tsmpt  the  cupidity  of  ihase  who  otherwise 
perhaps  might  gradusliy  emancipaie  their  bUvc*. 
We  bare  beard  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the 
Colonizaiion  Society;  an  imuintion  which  is 
the  favorite  of  the  humane  genilemeji  in  the 
slavebolding  Stales.  Thev  have  long  been  ln> 
mentiog  the  miuriei  of  slavery,  and  earnestly 
weking  for  a  remedjr  corapaiible  with  their  own 
safety  and  the  bappmees  of  their  slaves.  Ax  Inat 
ibe  great  desideratum  is  found — a  colony  in 
Africa  for  the  emaocipsied  blacks.  How  will 
the  generous  intentions  of  these  humane  persoas 
be  frustrated,  if  ibe  price  of  alaveG  is  to  be  dou- 
bled by  a  new  and  boundless  market  1  Instead 
of  emaacipation  of  ihe  slaves,  it  is  much  to  bo 
fented  that  unprincipled  wretches  will  be  found 
kidnapping  those  who  are  already  free,  and 
transporting  and  selling  the  hapless  victims  into 
hopeless  bondage.  Sir,  I  really  hope  thai  Con- 
gress will  not  contribute  to  disconntenaace  and 
render  abortive  tlie  generous  and  philanthropic 
views  of  this  most  worthy  and  laudable  society. 
Rather  let  us  hope  that  tbe  lime  is  not  verj 
remote  when  the  shores  of  Africa,  which  hnm 
so  long  been  a  scene  of  barbaious  rapacity  and 
savage  cruelly,  shall  exhibit  a  race  of  free  and 
enlightened  people,  ihe  oSspring  indeed  of  canni- 
bals or  of  slaves,  but  dispfayln);  the  virtues  of 
oivilizaiioD  and  the  energies  of  independent  free- 
men. America  may  then  hope  te  see  the  deveU 
opmeot  of  a  germ,  now  scircely  visible,  cherisb- 
ed  aad  matured  under  tbe  genial  wumib  of  our 
country's  proteclion,  till  ibe  frail  shall  appear  in 
tbe  legeneratioa  and  happiaesK  of  a  boondless 
oontineul. 

One  argument  slill  remains  to  be  noticed.  Il 
is  said,  thai  we  ate  bound  by  tbe  treaty  of  c«s- 
VOD  wiih  France  to  admit  the  ceded  territory 
into  the  Unioo^"aB  soon  as  possible."  It  is  trif- 
vions  that  the  President  and  Seoaie,  the  treaty- 
making  power,  cacDot  make  a  stipulation  with 
any  foreign  nation  in  derogation  of  the  Conati- 
intional  powers  and  duties  of  this  House,  by 
making  it  imperaiive  on  uc  to  admit  the  new  ler- 
rilory  according  to  the  literal  tenor  of  the  phraa* ; 
bat  the  additional  words  in  the  treaty,  "  accord- 
ing to  Ihe  principles  of  the  Coasiitutioa,"  pnt  it 
beyond  all  doubt  thai  do  such  compalsery  admis- 
rioo  was  intended,  and  that  the  republican  prin- 
ciples of  our  Constitution  arc  lo  govern  us  in  the 
admission  of  this,  as  well  u  all  the  new  States 

the  national  family. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Basboub,  of  Virginia,  said  thni,  as 

:  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  amnndment 

which  had  been  ofiered,  be  asked  the  indulgescc 

of  ihe  House  whilst  he  made  some  remaiis  in 

addition  to  those  which  had  fallen  fr«m  thn 
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SfMaker,  for  the  puipoie  of  iliowiDg  the  impro- 
prietf  of  itB  adopUOQ. 

The  effect  oi  the  proposed  ameadmeni  is  tc 
prohibit  ibe  further  iQlrodaction  of  slafea  Into 
the  new  State  of  Missouri,  and  to  emancipate, 
the  sgf  of  tweoif-fire  years,  the  children  of  all 
Iboae  slarn  who  are  now  within  its  limits.  The 
first  ol^eei ion.  said  he,  which  meets  ai  at  the 
very  threshola  of  the  discnniou,  ie  this,  thai 
bare  no  ConstittitioBal  right  to  enact  the  pro- 
posed proriiion.  Oar  power,  In  relation  to  this 
sobjeet,  is  derired  fVonj  the  first  clause  of  the 
third  MctloB  of  the  fbunh  article  of  the  Consii- 
tatten.  which  is  in  these  words  :  "New  States 
B»f  be  admitted,  bv  the  Congresi,  into  this 
Duion."    Now,  sir,  ailhoughj  by  tbe  next  sne- 

(eeeding  elante  of  the  same  section,  "  Coneress 
bas  the  power  to  make  all  oeedfsl  rnles  ana  reg- 
nlatian  respecting  the  territory  of  the  United 
Sutesj"  ana  altbongh,  therefore,  whilst  the  pro- 
poaed  Bute  eonlfnned  a  pari  of  oar  territor  ~ 
npoa  tbe  footing  of  a  Temtotial  goreramem, 
would  have  been  ctmipetent  for  n*.  under  t 
pow«r  eapreaalf  civeB^t*  make  acenal  ml(«  and 
ngoiacioaa— <o  haaa  aatabliihed  the  prineiple 
now  propMcd ;  fwt,  ike  ^a^on  assamea  a  ti 
tallv  diflatast  a»fiia  when  thai  frineiple  i*  ii 
teMtd  to  i^tpljF  h)  a  State.  Thiatann  mawbi 
(  a  4xad  and  oauratMitvnManiBf ;  ia  itaalf,  it  in. 
pgRa  the  axiitaaoa  of  a  politicareoniMgnity.  fhM 
atid  indepaadeni,  and  •aittled  to  exaroiaa  M  the 
lighia  otaarttntBtr,  of  mrerjr  doMripiloa  what* 
eaar.  Aa  it  atanda  id  tb«  Coaiiitniiai,  it  is  to  ba 
dtftacil  with  BoaMliauiBliMi  opoD  that  principle 
ef  ooostnMtian  which  has  rcMrence  to  the  sub- 
jeat-aaitca.  Tbe  ezunt  of  the  lininiieo,  aa- 
oordiog  M  thia  r«lt,  is  obviMisljr  thia,  that  it  shall 
eojor  all  thata  rigbta  of  lorereigoir  whieb  be- 
toiw  to  tbe  ongiaal  States  wbioh  aoapoaed  the 
Federal  bmllf,  and  into  an  miion  with  which  it 
ia  to  he  admitted.  Now,  sir,  allhongb  the  origt- 
aal  States  are  ahova  of  nany  of  their  beams  of 
serere^tjr— snch,  far  cxacaple,  as  that  of  de- 
elariikg  war,  of  regalating  eammo'ce,  db&i  yet 
we  haow  thai,  even  by  an  expaasa  aiBeadmeat 
to  the  CoDditaiioii,  all  poweia  aot  aapratsly  del* 
•gated  ate  teaorred  to  the  Stataa  nqMetivaly  ; 
aid  of  aooraa  the  power  in  qaeation,  of  deciding 
whetbea  tlaTory  aball  or  diall  not  esisl.  Oca- 
ileaaea  had  said  that  >I*tb>T  w**  prohibited  ia 
Many  of  the  oaiginal  Slates.  Deesnot  the  House, 
said  Mr.  B.,  at  Uie  kai  glanoe,  pereciTe  tbe  aa- 
awer  toihis  renwfkl  It  ia  an  argnmeat  (Vom 
fiut  10  atiociplat  aad  la  tbb  its  niter  fallaey  eon- 
■bta.  11  is  tnn  that  alaraiT  doe*  aoi  eiist  ia 
■any  of  the  ongiaal  State*)  bat  why  does  ii 
not?  Becaase  they  tbamaeWes,  ia  the  czeraise 
«d  ihrir  legislative  power,  have  willed  that  it 
shall  be  aa.  But,  tboagh  it  does  aoi  now  exist, 
it  ia  oampeteal  for  theoij  by  a  law  of  their  own 
aaaentenl,  lo  aothorize  iH~to  eall  it  into  exist- 
eaoa  wheoarer  they  shall  think  fit.  Sir,  how 
different  woald  be  tbe  situation  of  Mitsenri,  if 
tbe  ftopoaed  anuodmcat  be  adopted.  Wo  un- 
dcrnke  to  say  that  slavery  luver  shall  be  iatro- 
duead  into  that  State.  The  Bute  of  Miiaeari, 
16th  Coa.Sd  Sua.— 3d 


then,  WQold  obrionaly  labor  under  this  disadratt-  ^ 
lage'in  relation  to  the  other  Stales:  that,  though  j 
for  the  time  being  the  fact  might  be  the  same  la  ( 
it  as  in  tbem— that  is  to  say,  slavery  might  ba 
alike  prohibiied,  and  not  at  all  exist,  yet,  as  the 
ptohibitioa  of  it  ia  other  States  was  repealahle 
at  their  own  will,tt  might  be  altered  wbensoeret 
they  chose;  whereai,  if  this  piobihition  were 
enacted  by  CoDgrras,  and  were  required  as  a- 
litu  qua  non  to  thp >r  admission  into  the  Union, 
that  State  could  not  repeal  it,  unless,  indeed, 
another  opinion  was  correoij  which  liad  been 
advanced,  that,  though  we  did  require  this  pro- 
vision in  their  constitution,  as  indispensable  to 
their  admission,  yet  they  migbt  forthwith  change 
their  coosiilutiaa,  and  ^ei  rid  of  the  difficulty. 
[f  that  be  the  case,  sir,  as  has  beea  jostly  re* 
marked,  we  were  doing  worse  than  nothing  to 
lagisliie  upon  ihesubjecL  Bat,  sir,  tliis  ptovision'  ■ 
would  be  in  violaiioo  of  another  piiuciple  of  the./ 
CoBstiiutioo,  to  be  found  in  the  first  clause  of ' 
the  second  section  of  the  fourth  aittole ;  by  which 
it  is  deolartd  that  "  the  citiiens  of  each  Stale 
shall  be  entitled  to  alt  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  Now,  be  would 
ask,  whether  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
who  (if  this  amendment  preTail]  cannot  hold  a 
slave,  could,  ia  thelanguageoftheeection  whcih  ■ 
he  had  just  qaoled,  he  said  to  enjoy  tbe  same 
privileges  with  a  eiiixen  of  Virginia  who  now 
tyay  bold  a  slave,  or  even  with  a  citizen  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who,  though  be  cannot  now  hold  one, 
yet  may  be  permitted  by  the  Legislature  of  bis 
own  Stalel.   Sir,  it  would  he  a  soltcism  Iq  laii- 

Siagc,  a  contradiction  in  terms.     This  part  of 
e  Couitiituion,  then,  also  forbids  the  adoption 
of  ihe  amendment  uaaar  diacussioo. 

But,  Mid  he,  if  we  pursue  this  reasoning  still 
further,  and  follow  it  up  to  all  the  consequences 
to  which  it  will  lead,  we  shall  ba  more  forcibly 
struck  with  its  impropriety.  If  we  have  a  right 
to  go  one  step  ia  relation  to  a  new  Stale,  beyj^d 
the  footing  npon  which  the  original  Stateastand; 
if  we  have  a  right  lo  »hear  them  of  one  beam, 
wore  of  aorereigniy,  wa  have  the  same  tight  to 
take  from  them  aity  other  attribnte  of  sovereign 
power.  Thus,  air,  we  shaald  equally  possess  the 
power  to  require  as  an  indjsBenaable  condition  of 
their  admission,  (hat  the  departiaeou  of  their 
OoverniDeiu  should  he  omnized  in  a  particular 
way;  for  example,  that  tbair  Chief  Ezecnlive 
Magistrate  should  or  shonld  not  have  eitlier  a 
craiplete  or  a  qualified  veto  upon  the  acts  of 


discretion  we  thooghl  right.  Would  geotlamea 
advocate  this  doatrioel  If  they  did  not,  they 
must  abandon  this  amendment.  Again,  if  we 
bad  the  power  to  say  that  their  conilitutioo 
should  provide  that  there  should  not  be  slavery, 
we  bad  the  same  power  over  the  converse  of  \ait 
proposition,  and  lo  require  them  to  provide  that 
there  should  be  slavery;  be  believed  this  latter 
principle  would  not  be  contended  for. 

Oentlemen  had,  ea   this  occasion,  as  many 
others,  qootcd  preeedinu  of  former  Congressca 
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upon  tbii  subject.  He  woald  enter  bit  mtnt  ao- 
lemD  proteti  now,  sod  at  all  timet,  against  the 
force  of  legislative  precedent.  Bat  let  us  esam- 
ine  them.  It  is  said  that  the  like  prohibition  has 
been  enacted  as  it  respecti  Ohio  and  the  other 
States  nonhnrest  of  the  rirer  Ohio.  In  the  flrat 
place,  the  Honse  would  recollect  that  an  ordi- 
naoee  was  paased  by  the  old  Congress,  at  a  pe- 
riod anterior  to  the  present  Constitution,  erdaia- 
ins  that  aa  a  fuadameotal  article  in  relation  to 
air  ibe   northwest  territory,  and  therefore   the 

Sirecedent,  if  it  would  otherwise  have  knv  weight. 
&iled  in  itg  spplication.  But,  he  said,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  express  it  ai  his  decided  opinion, 
that  the  ordinance  which  he  had  just  mentioneo 
was  utieilf  void,  and,  eonsequently,  that  those 
States  might  introduce  slarerf  amongst  them,  if 
they  so  willed,  because  the  territorr  which  com- 
potes them  originally  belonged  to  Virgitiia.  She 
bad  conquered  it  by  her  arms;  she  ceded  it  to 
the  United  Statea  upon  the  express  condition 
that  it  should  be  formed  into  States,  at  free,  lor- 
erei^n,^and  independent  at  the  other  Slates,  The 
]>rohibi(ion  of  slavery  was  ordained  by  the  Con- 
ttneutal  CoDgresi,  after  the  cession  had  t)een 
made,  which  would  unquestionably  render  (bote 
States  leu  sovereign  than  the  origiasl  States  of 
the  Federal  Union.  But  it  baa  been  said  that 
we  imposed  conditions  on  [he  admission  of  tbe 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union.  What  were 
those  conditions?  That  civil  and  religions  lib- 
erty should  be  esuhlithed,  and  the  trial  by  jury 
secured.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  remind  the 
House,  that  these  several  prof  isions  attached  also 
to  the  original  Slates,  by  the  most  explicit  dec- 
laration to  that  effect,  in  the  first,  Bfih,  and  eev- 
enth  ameadmento  to  tbe  Constitution  of  ifaeUni- 
ted  Slates.  These  lequisitioiif,  then,  were  in 
perfect  consistency  with  his  principle.  All  that 
be  contended  for  was,  that  we  could  impose  no 
condition  tipon  the  new  States,  which  the  Cod- 
tlitaiioQ  had  not  imposed  upon  the  old  ones ;  as 
those  which  were  imposed  upon  Louisiana  were 
clearly  of  that  description^  they  were  withii>  our 
power;  but,  as  tbe  prohibition  of  slavery  was  not 
of  that  descriplioo,  be  thougbC  it  was  as  clearly 
beyond  our  power.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachuieits  had  said  that  it  was  competent  to  tbe 
State  Legislature's  to  declare  that  the  progeny  of 
all  slaves  should  be  free  when  they  attained  a 
given  age  ;  and  hence  he  inferred  that  Congress 
might  do  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  proposed 
State.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  there  is  no  sort  of  anal- 
ly between  the  cases;  tbe  State  Legislatures 
can  do  i(,  bceante  to  them  appertains  ilie  whole 
business  of  municipal  legislation,  and  this  r^u- 
lation  would  he  embraced  within  it;  and  Con- 
gress could  do  the  same,  in  relation  to  its  Terri- 
torial soveroments,  because  over  them  we  possess 
the  whole  power  of  municipat  legislation  ;  not 
BO  in  the  present  case;  for  the  question  now  be- 
fore us,  is  not  what  regulatian  we  shall  prescribs 
for  a  territory  which  is  to  continue  as  such,  but 
tipao  what  forms  and  conditions  we  will  admit 
t%iate  into  the  Union.  Our  busiuett  is,  then,  to 
create  a  political  cotamunity  of  a  particalar 


oharacter,  at  pretcribed  by  the  Constitatioa ;  to 
itself  it  will  belong  to  regulate  its  Interior  con- 
cerns, and.  amongst  others,  to  decide  whether  it 
will  or  will  not  adroit  invotuatary  aervitnde. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  endeavored  to  show  that  we 
bad  no  power  to  require  the  condition  embraced 
in  this  amendment;  he  would  now  beg  leavt  to 
present  to  the  House  tome  other  views  of  the 
subject,  for  the  purpose  of  ibowing  that,  if  it 
were  within  our  power,  we  were  forbidden  from 
exercising  it,  by  every  consideration  of  bBmui- 
ty,  of  justice,  and  sonnd  policy.  Upon  (he  aal>- 
ject  of^hu inanity,  he  had  scarcely  anything  toadd 
to  what  had  been  said  by  tlie  Speaker ;  he  b«d 
shown,  in  the  moat  satiafactory  manner,  ibat  th« 
condition  of  tbe  slaves  would  be  greatly  improved 
by  their  being  stirtad  over  a  greater  surface  «itd 
by  being  earned  to  a  conniry  whose  fertility  ma 
such  at  to  furnish  food  and  everything  necaaanry 
for  their  maintenance,  in  a  mudimare4bnndaot, 
and,  consequently,  cheaper  degree,  than  eoald  ba 
produced  in  the  Ailanttc  States. 

Bat,  as  it  reepeoted  the  jneiice  ef  Ibe  measnre, 
be  would  beg  leave  to  submit  some  remarks  to 
theHeote.  Throughont  all  the  Sootbern  Slates, 
it  was  welt  known  a  very  lai^  portion  of  Ibe 
[wpulation  eontisted  of  alavea,  who,  at  the  inM 
lime,  stood  towards  the  white  pepuatiao  of  ilie 
sameStatesintherelalioB  of  properly;  altboiub 
they  wereheld  as  property,  yet  ther  ware  oonatd- 
ercd  and  treated  as  ibemoairelnable,a*  the  BUiat 
favored  property  ;  their  matlera  remembered  thai 
tbey  were  men,  and  althoogh  oeruioly  degraded 
in  ihe  scale  of  society,  by  teasen  of  their  aervi- 
tnde, we  felt  for  them  thote  tympathiea  which 
bind  one  man  to  another,  though  that  other 
may  be  oar  inferior.  We  were  attached  to  ihem, 
too,  by  our  prejudices,  by  our  education  and  hab- 
its; in  short,  such  were  thefeelings  of  the  Sonlhem 
people  towards  tbeir  slaves,  that  nothing  scarcely 
QUI  the  necessity  of  tbe  master,  or  the  crime  of 
the  slave,  would  induce  bim  to  sell  his  slave.  If 
the  master  emigrated,  he  would  carry  his  slaves 
with  hiei^  not  only  for  tbe  Tariona  reasoat  wbicb 
he  bad  already  stated,  bat  because,  going  into  a 
wilderness,  where  much  labor  wu  neeeasary  to 
elear  the  country,  they  were,  aa  that  aoeonat, 
peculiarly  ncceatary.  Under  these  eircnoMUncea, 
a  prohibition  of  tbe  importation  of  tiavet  wooldj 
io  almost  every  instanee,  be  tantamoant  to  a  pro- 
hibition of  tbe  emignition  of  the  Southern  peo- 
ple to  (he  Slate  of  Misaouri.  He  asked  whether 
u  could  be  just  to  adopt  such  a  regulation  as 
would  open  an  Illimitable  tract  of  the  most  fer- 
tile land  to  the  Northern  part  of  the  Uaitad 
Stales,  and,  in  effect,  entirely  sbnt  out  tba  whole 
Southern  pst^lel  If  i(  were  correc(  in  reladoB 
lo  Missouri,  (1  would  be  equally  so  as  (o  the 
whole  tract  of  country  lying  west  of  the  Mitait- 
sippi.  He  hoped,  from  Ihie  view  of  the  subjeet, 
the  Houae  would  be  strttck  with  its  mOBttroas 
injusiice. 

But  he  came  now  to  the  qneation  of  policy, 
and  be  thought  he  should  be  able  to  show  that, 
in  this  reapect,  the  amendment  wonld  meet  at 
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decided  riprobation  h  in  any  other  upeet  in 
wkich  heJuul  prwaaMd  it. 

Let  it  b«  renemberad  that  we  are  not  noir 
called  npoD  lo  decide,  whatker  »la#erj  ihall  be 
inlrodaced  inio  thic  coanltjr ;  it  existed  at  the 
fiHmalion  of  tbe  Caittitatioo,  aad  wat  reec^- 
ntaed  \>j  that  inatriimeat,  in  referenoe  both  ta 
mreaeDlalion  and  Mzuion.  Nor,  air,  are  we 
•ailed  upon  lo  decide  wketbef  there  (hall  be  an 
iacreaaa  of  the  nunfaar  of  oat  aUvet  by  laapotta- 
tioB  fron  abroad.  The  CoDaiiintion  aatborixed 
CoDfreaa  lo  prakiUt  the  impartatioo  of  them 
afttr  tlte  year  180S,  and  CongreM,noeardimlf, 
bave  aaiaaJlr  pftned  a  law  lo  that  effect.  Bm 
the  rati  qaetiioo  ii,  what  diipoiiileD  iball  we 
sake  of  those  slave*  who  are  alreadr  in  the 
SMDtrr?  Shall  they  be  parpetaallr  eoafiaed 
»n  ibie  aide  of  the  Hiniuippi,  or  ibalt  we  ipread 
than  over  a  moeh  larger  larfaee  by  permitting 
tbm  to  ba  carried  beroBd  thai  rirerT  Tbe  cod- 
M^Mnce*  which  wonld  flow  from  the  diSerenx 
iTit«ni  would  famish  a  aatiafactory  ancwer  lo 
B  inqnirie*.  The  ilaret,  in  (be  Southern 
u,  bear  a  very  oomidenible  proportion  to  the 
whole  popnlalioB.    Ha  beliered  that  b;  tbe  laat 


Statu,  bear  a  very  oomidenible  proportion  to  the 

'    popDlBlioB.    Ha  beliered  that  b;  tbe  laat 

I,  IMJ  were,  in  Virginia,  a*  about  three 


meticallv  cotrecl,  bat  he  wai  tofficienilr  to,  for 
the  eonclnuon  which  he  meant  to  draw.  Now, 
•ir,  in  relation  to  the  pfayalcal  force  of  the  country, 
if  ercr  the  time  ahall  come  when  we  ahall  be 
engaged  in  war,  and  they  abould  be  excited  to 
iuurreciioD,  it  ia  obvious  that  there  mobt  be  an 
immense  aubdnction  from  ihe  efficiency  of  the 
olarehaldiog  section  of  oat  cotinlry;  its  actual 
efficiency  would  consut  only,  or  oaarly  so,  in  the 
ezceat  of  ihe  white  beyond  the  black  populalioB; 
by  apreadiog  them  over  a  more  exieaded  sarfue, 
^on  aecure  these  adTaniagetj  firat,  by  diminish- 
ing the  proporiion  which  the  skres  bear  in  point 
of  nnmbera  to  the  whites,  you  diminith  their 
motives  to  insurrection.  Sceondir,  that  if  that 
event  ever  should  ocour,  it  wonia  obviously  be 
much  more  easily  and  ceriaialy  suppressed,  be- 
cause, upon  the  supposition  which  he  had  made, 
they  would  bare  a  much  smaller  relative  pro> 

--  _-     .    -  ubjectat  present;  aad 

that  he  slept  qiuetly  in  his  bed,  nolwUhsiandiag 


li  no  alarm  u^n  tliat  subjo 


tbe  appreheosioB  which  some  genlbmea  seemed 
to  eaiariain.  But,  in  making  ilie  remarks  which 
he  did,  be  looked  along  the  line  of  time,  and 
wished  that  our  mcmsnres  should  be  adapted  to 
the  future  eirennMlanaesof  our  country.  Again, 
ke  wonld  ask  if  it  can  be  good  policy  to  ^r^tuaie 
fixed  boundaries,  eiibei  oaiaral  or  artiScial,  be- 
iwaen  the  alareholding  nod  non-ilareboldiog 
States  1  He  had  thought  that  the  great  object 
of  our  Federal  compact  was  noioo.  The  sntesi 
possible  mode  of  securing  our  political  union, 
next  (o  promotiug  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral warfare,  is  to  gire,  as  far  as  posaible,  every 
facility  to  tbe  iolercoune  between  tbe  diftreni 
■eciions  of  this  exteaaire  Repnblie ;  that,  by  the 
fUliition  which  will  be  tbe  rtsall  of  that  Uter- 


courae,  the  asperities  of  our  mutaal  prejodices 
ai^  jealouaies  may  be  rubbed  offi  tbac  ilie  face 
of  our  society  may  present  the  smooth  surface 
of  barmoay  and  good  will ;  and,  in  short,  that 
we  may  be  knit  together  by  a  sympathy  of  feeU 
lags,  by  a  comntnnity  of  habits  and  maanets 
which  ought  to  bind  as  together  as  brothers  of 
the  aame  great  political  family.  Alreadr  Is  the 
northern  part  of  our  ooootry,  to^tber  with  that 
ootthwesi  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  divided  from  us  by 
those  dHtlngnishing  names  of  slaveholdiBs  and 
ttoa-alaTab«ding.  Let  m  not  make  the  Hissis- 
aippi  another  great  natural  boundary,  tot  Ihe 
purpose  of  perpeioattog  the  same  distinctions, 
and dividingour country  iato  castes.  Qentlemen 
mistake  when  they  si^pose  that,  if  slaves  be  per- 
mitted to  be  carried  to  Missouri,  the  Northern 
people  will  not  emigrate  to  that  State  )  look  at 
the  fact  ia  ibe  Sonthern  States;  the  Northera 
hire  ia  eontinually  pouring  forth  its  swarms  <tf 
emigraitts,  and  many  of  inem,  especially  of  the 
mercantile  elati,  alight  and  settle  amongst  us; 
ihey  soon  became  familiar  with  our  habits  and 
modes  of  life,  prosper  in  an  eminent  degree,  far 
beyond  our  own  people,  and,  indeed,  he  hesi- 
tated not  to  say,  were  entirely  satisfied  and  hap- 


that  their  oountrymeo  of  tbe  North,  who  are 
obliged  to  labor,  would  be  degraded  to  a  level 
with  the  slaves.  Sir,  our  experience  proves  the 
contrary ;  we,  too,  bare  some  of  our  citizens 
who  are  unable  to  purchase  slaves,  and  who, 
therefore,  till  the  ground  with  their  own  heads. 
But,  sir,  notwithstanding  this,  they  have  all  that 
ereetaesa  of  character  which  belongs  to  them  as 
freemen,  conscious  of  their  political  and  civil 
rights  i  and  he  who  should  dare  lo  treat  them 
wiib  disrespect,  because  fortnae  bad  not  poured 
as  much  wealth  iato  their  laps  as  into  his,  would 
draw  down  npon  him  the  execration  of  all  good 
men. 

Another  effect  of  this  amendment  would  be, 
ia  an  essealial  degree  to  affect  the  value  of  the 
conatless  millions  of  public  lands  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  He  said  he  had  already  eodearored' 
to  aliaw,'that  it  would  obstruct  the  emigratioh- 
from  the  Sootbern  Suies.  Precisely  is  prt^m- 
liooas  ii.produaed  this  effect,  it  would,  of  course, 
lessen  the  number  of  purchasers,  and  dimioitb  Ihn 
competition.  Now,  if  the  quantity  of  land  ioi 
tbe  market  be  the  same,  and  the  number  of  pur-.' 
chasers  be  diminished,  ibe  conseqncDce  most  cer- 
tainly be,  a  reduction  of  tbe  price  of  the  pubiic 
lands  below  what  would  otherwise  be  their  Mt- 
aral  level;  and  to  place  this  in  a  more  striking 
poioi  of  view,  he  wonld  further  remark,  ibst  tbe 
lo—  which  the  whole  poople  of  tbe  United  States 
would  sustain  by  the  reduction  ia  the  price  of 
tbe  public  lauds,  would  be  pr^  to  that  portion 
of  the  people  who  should  emigrate  there,  and 
who,  by  the  operation  of  the  proposed  araeud- 
ment,  if  it  should  prevail,  would  have  monopoly 
ia  the  purchase.  A  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  objected,  that,  if  slaves  were  permitted 
to  be  carried  into  tbis  country,  there  wonld  be  a 
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lun. 


xDMh  mMf  I  iBonsM.  ihn  if  ih«T  were  leiaiM^ 
tn  the  Sutei  in  whicli  they  dow  tin.  Does  Iha 
RnilcmkD,  mid  Mr.  B.,  percelTB  to  what  point 
this  objeelloB  will  carry  »iiB  1  Tbc  eolr  reaMo 
why  tbey  will  mattiitlf  mDra  on  tbe  western  lluiii 
on  the  Mtttero  sid«  of  the  MisaixipiH  is,  that  food 
ia  mor«  alniDdeDt.  Barely  it  eionot  be  tbe  ob- 
jeet  of  the  gentleinio,  who  ia  one  of  the  mMtieal- 
oasadToeitesof  homaniiy  towardslhia  DolMppjr 
class  of  people,  to  preTent  their  inereaie,  even  by 
shnlliBK  them  gat  from  food.  If  this  eaitot  be 
the  MDtleman'B  iDtentioii.  Md  he  wm  anre  it 
coalo  not,  ibea  he  most  abeodoa  his  objection. 
Mr.  B.  Mid  there  was  one  other  objection  whioh 
he  wonid  urge  aniDst  the  propoaed  amendraeBt — 
either  it  woatd  be  an  act  of  supeteroMtJon  or  of 
downright  injattiee,  to  Ibe  peo[He  of  MisMnri ;  if 
they  were  themselreB  opposed  lo  slarery.theD  it 
wonld  be  an  act  of  sapererogatioo,  beeaaie  ibey 
wonld  prabibit  it  by  their  owe  legielBtion ;  if  Ibey 
were  disposed  lo  eslaUisb  starery,  then  il  wontd 
be  an  act  of  injaatiee,  becaoee  we  (faonld  be  tegis- 
Inttag  directly  afainst  the  wishes  of  a  people 
who  were  competent  tn  legislate  for  themselres; 
'    and  who  most  better  understand  their  own  bap- 

B'nees  and  wellbrs.  than  we  can  posnUy  do. 
pen  ibe  whale,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  believe  that  we 
bare  no  newer  lo  enact  Ibe  proposed  amend- 
ment ;  and  that,  if  we  had,  it  weald  be  highly 
impolitic  and  anjast.  I  am,  therefore,  decidedly 
opposed  to  iis  adopttoo. 

Mr.  LiTBiMOB£  spoke  as  follows;  Mr.  Ohajp- 
mat),  I  am  in  fkrar  of  the  proposed  amendment, 
The  object  of  it  is  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
slaTery  over  ibe  territory  ceded  lo  the  United 
States  by  Prance.  It  accords  with  the  diotates 
of  reason,  and  the  best  feelings  of  the  human 
heart; and  is  not ealcalated  loinlerroptaoy  tegi- 
limate  right  arising  eitber  from  the  ConstitntiDQ 
or  any  oiber  compact.  I  propose  to  show  what 
slarery  is,  and  to  mention  a  few  of  tbe  many 
etils  which  follow  in  its  trsin;  aad  I  hope  to 
evince  that  we  are  not  boaad  to  tolerate  the  ex- 
istence of  eo  di^raceful  a  state  of  thiop  beyond 
its  presefit  ezleni,  add  that  it  Woald  be  impomlc, 
and  Tvry  najosi,  to  let  it  spread  over  the  whole 
ftee  of  our  Western  territory.  Slavery  in  tbe 
Uaited  States  i*  the  condition  of  man  si^eted 
to  Ae  will  of  a  master,  who  can  make  any  Mtf^ 
siiion  of  htm  short  of  takiag  away  hie  life.  Ia 
those  Stales  where  it  is  toletsicd,  laws  are  enact- 
ed, mnkmg  it  penal  to  lastraet  ahves  ia  the  art 
of  readily,  ami  they  are  not  permillsd  to  attend 

5BUie  Worship,  or  to  hear  Ibe  Gospel  preached, 
'has  tbe  light  of  seieaee  endof  religion  is  vtterly 
excluded  from  ihe  mind,  that  the  body  may  be 
more  easily  bowed  down  to  servitude.  The  b»- 
dies  of  riaves  may,  with  impanity^  be  pioMi' 
tnted  tn  any  purpose,  and  deAirmed  ib  any  raao- 
ner  by  their  ovmers.  The  sympathies  of  nature 
in  slaves  are  diwegarded;  mothers  and  children 
aresoMaod  separated  j  tbe  children  wring  their 
little  hands  and  expire  in  sgoniee  of  grie^  while 
the  bereft  mothers  commit  suicide  in  despair. 
How  ionc  Will  Ibe  dewre  ef  sKaMt  reader  ns 
Ulttd  lo  the  sin  of  holding  bath  the  bedle*  and 


saale  of  our  iUlow  b«i  in  daiaa  1  Bnt,  sir,  I 
am  admonished  of  Ibe  CoMtiWtion,  ud  told  tint 
we  eannot  emaneipate  davea.  i  know  we  Hay 
not  infriage  that  insmnaant,  asd  therefore  do  not 
propoee  to  einancipaie  slnTea.  The  prepoMtiaa 
befere  ns  goes  mly  to  prevent  onr  citizen  ftas& 
maUag  abvn  of  *ueh  aa  hnva  a  right  to  ftecioaa. 


baooo,  let  it  be  itrid  lo  fbtnre  ages  that,  while  ptw 
tendinp  to  love  litwtjri  we  hare  jiiiMhascd  an 
extaafive  eovatry  to  disgrace  it  with  the  fonkac 
reproaeh  of  nalioBs.  Our  ConstitKion  reqniraa 
no  such  ibiag  of  ns.  The  ends  for  which  that 
— Meaie  law  was  made  are  stKeiaetly  stated  i* 
prefbee.  They  are,  Bnt,  to  fom  a  mora  per- 
feot  miNm,  and  iasnte  dMSestlc  tranqoiUity. 
Will  shivery  tOm  tbul  Can  we,  sir,  by  mips- 
ling  bond  with  free,  blnck  sniiit*  wiA  white,  litoa 
Bbakspaapa^  wttehec  in  lucAetb,form  a  voew 

___, __j   . — ^<hMWsti«  ttaaqaiUitr* 

__^__     .     .__.   .  ^  ji^ 
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colors,  and  weighs  ia  equal  scalee  tbe  rights  ef 
all  man,  whether  whit*  or  black.  Thirdly,  u 
provide  for  tbe  eontaen  defease,  and  scotfre-ih* 
btcssiagB  of  lltony.  Does  ahtvery  add  anytUng 
to  the  coBBBOn  deAnce  1  Sir,  the  strength  of  ■ 
ReptiUie  is  in  the  am  of  freedom.  Bui,  ahot« 
alt  things,  do  tbe  blessings  ef  liberty  consitt  ia 
stavery?  If  ther*  ts  any  sLnc^ty  in  oar  prole*. 
SMO,  that  Elavery  is  an  ill,  Iderated  onlv  flmn 
necessity,  let  ns  aot,  while  we  feel  that  ill,  shun 
the  core  which  eonsisb  only  in  an  honest  avowal 
that  liberty  and  equal  rights  arc  the  end  nad 
aim  of  all  oat  iusUiutiaBs,  and  that  to  lalet»tt 
slavery  beyond  the  narrowest  limits  praeribsd 
for  it  by  the  Genstiintion,  is  a  perversioo  trf 
then  ali  ' 

Slavery,  sir,  I  repeat,  is  net  established  by«nr 
OonetituiioB ;  bnt  a  pari-  of  the  States  are  m> 
digged  ia  the  commiesioB  of  a  sia  from  whisk 
ihay  eeuld  not  at  enee  be  restrained,  and  whMl 
ihcy  wmM  aot  eoaaeot  to  abndon,  Bnt,  sir,  if 
ire  eooM,  by  — 
te  believe  it  nil 
tary  serrliade,  potiey  fbrblds  that  wa  aheald  in- 
enmt  it.  Bva*  the  present  slavabotdlag  Stawa 
haw  an  iniercst,  I  (hiith,  in  lltaiiiM  the  extent 
of  iavolamary  servinMe}  far,  sbanld  staves  b»- 
eome  maeh  mora  aamanms,  and,  eoaeciaas  of 
their  Mrength,  draw  the  sword  agwnsi  their  Baa*. 
less,  ii  will  be  to  the  free  Statas  that  the  bmusts 
mast  rcsart  for  an  efieJcnt  power  tD-stq^nss ser- 
vile iaeaneeiien.  Bnt  wa  hove  mnde  a  tiaaty 
with  Pranee,  which,  we  an  told  can  oMy  be  pr«> 
served  br  the  charms  of  slavery. 

Sir.  s^d  Mr.  L.,  until  tbe  oeded  lervltory  shall 
have  been  made  inie  States,  and  the  new  Stntss 
adBiuad  into  the  Uaieo,  wc  ean  do  what  we  wW 
with  it.  We  caa  gaTetn  it  aa  a  ptorlaee,  eriril 
il  M  a«y  other  natioB.  A  part  ef  it  is  prakaMy 
at  this  ilnss  sold  to  Spain,  and  (he  inhabitaals  ef 
it  nay  saan  not  ealy  ei^  tbe  comCms  ofdnvery. 
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ffionour  or  coKaioss. 


nu 


mt. 


H.«tR. 


t  blMHBK*  of 

ma.    TJMfua 


th»  hdr  inqniHliaii  fttaoff 
with  (IwiB.  TJM^wlMB  i*  on  the  adnianoii  oT 
UiMOBri  u  ■  State  into  tha  Udiob.  Sudr  it 
will  BM  be  conUoded  that  we  *n  beood  bjr  tke 
ttmtjr  to  aAoil  it.  The  ireKr-Hakinc  power 
itoca  not  eztmd  m  fia.  Cao  lae  PresiaeBt  and 
StBBte,  bf  a.  ttCBtr  With  OieBt  Ddtain.  naka  the 
anriDce  or  Lowet  Cuttd*  a  Slate  of  tnii  UnioD  1 
To  be  raetind  ■•  a  State  iato  ihU  Uaioo,  i*  a 
Bnrikge  whish  ao  oomitTf  can  claim  u  a  rifhL 
it  i*  a  &Tet  to  be  giuted  oi  aot,  as  the  Uuied 
Alatea  May  abooM.  Wheo  the  Uoited  Sum 
tfatnk  pnfter  lo  craat  a  faror,  they  Btar  antez 
i«it  BBd  teaaonato  tens* :  aad  what  can  be  nore 
PMioaabh  tbaa  ior  tbeee  Stato  to  iiuisi  that  a 
•awiemioif ,  wMiisf  lo  have  ifae  beacfiu  of  fre»- 
dam  eat— dfd  toil,  ehonld  leaauoee  a  princifle 
•kat  militsMa  with  jiutiee,  motalin,  t(ligiea,wid 
■TBtjr  eeMBtial  right  «(  maakiBa?  Loaiaiaaa 
WM  admitled  ialo  the  Uaiim  ob  Mraai.  The 
-cMditioD*,  I  aimit,  were  not  Terr  important; 
tet  aiiU  the f  eeaogniH  the  prineiplte  for  whieh 
I  contend. 

J^  opperMBitgr  ia  now  fBaaamadi  if  nai  to 
Jininuh,  atlaaat  lopMTBBt,  th«4iMrtk*f  aaia 
miatk  iila  haBTr«Btbeaoid«f  efe^JOiMtrfw. 
-Bf  eabraeinf  thia  ofpatHamtf,  we  Mf  aetalaee 
iilie  ■atioaal  ahanoter, aad, in  aoaMdepee, ear 
■•«■.  But  If  we  BiAi  H  to  pa»  voimpMirei,  let 
■«  at  leaat  be  eonalatent,  Bad  dettkre  that  «nr 
'Oetaiitmian  was  made  to  impoie  riaray,  and 
net  to  estabtiah  Hbertjr.  Let  na  so  loncef  tetl 
idle  talea  abont  the  gradual  abotHIon  of  Marerr ; 
•way  with  coloqiuiion  aocietiea,  if  their  design 
ta  only  to  lid.aa  of  free  blacka  and  turhalent 
aUvea ;  bare  done  atao  with  bible  socieiiMi  wbeae 
.Tiows  ace  extended  to  Africa  and  the  Bast  In- 
.diaa,  wbile  tiiw  or  eiloek  ibedcjpliHaUe  condttion 
jt[  ilieir  nhla  Ivethiaa  within  our  owa  bacdaiai 
.juake  nft  awie  Inwa  to  prohibit  the  impotmiion 
•of  ^larea,  Car  lb*  wwU  mnit  aae  that  the  oboeat 
■af  aneb  lawa  la  alone  la  pravaat  ibeclaiiia«  of  a 
'  ma  mathai  fat  iha  fieab  aad  bbod  enam, 
ao  are  abani  eBaataUiahia  (he  Weat,ajM 
to  eahaoae  ibe  ^iee  of  aiardf  maiahea,  Mared 
like  blM^  oatile  aad  heraea  for  aale  «b  «u  owa 
•plmitatiaaa. 

The  qaaalioa  baini  put  on  the  metion  of  Mf. 
TAUJUnaa  to  amead  ibe  bill,  (he  tom  waa— 
.for  the  maeadmant  7S,  agaiut  u  67. 

60  the  anendmaat  wu  aneed  te. 

The  Hoaae  then  proeaeded  in  ibe  fnilker  con- 
aidaratioo  and  mataring  the  pwtiaioo*  of  the 
bill,  which  occnpied  the  Hodm  aatil  the  oaual 
boar  of  adjonniacat. 

TcESDAT,  Febrnarjr  16. 
Hr.  LiVEaiiOM  preaentad  a  petition  of  the 
poitmaiteta  in  the  cuiea  of  Boston,  Albanr,  Kew 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Wubiaetoa, 
praying  fei  a  repeal  of  the  fortieth  MCtioo  01  the 
act  paased  on  the  30th  April,  1810,  entitled  "Ad 
act  regrulating  the  I|oat  Ofiice  £ataUitbment,"  or 
Uutt  their  compenaatioai  may  be  increased,  so  a» 
to  be  adequate  lo  the  lerrieea  required  of  them. — 


-yradioioaaa 
which  wo  ai 


IMemd  to  the  Comailtee  on  the  Poet  Office 
aad  Poit  Raada. 

The  Sfbiker  presented  n  petition  of  Oeorae 
Hadfiald,late  arehitectof  tbe  Capitol  in  the  City 
of  Wuhinfttmjtiaying  eampenutiea  for  a  plan 
of  the  public  oibcei  in  laid  city,  whieh  he  nude 
by  diieetioo  of  the  Commiaaioiwfa  of  said  city, 
in  Um  year  1797.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claim*. 

Ordertdj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
uy,  to  which  wai  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitkd  "An  act  more  eSectaalty  to  provide 
for  the  pooiibvent  of  ceRain  erineo,  and  for 
other  parpoaea,"  be  discharged  from  the  further 
eansidemtion  tWeoC  and  that  it  Ua  on  the 
table. 

The  said  coaimittee  were  also  discharged  from 
the  further  eonaideratioa  of  the  petition  of  Oen- 
eral  Jamas  Wilkinson,  and  it  was  rafemd  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  They  were  also  discharged 
from  the  coosideralion  of  all  aucb  matters  and 
thing*  to  tbem  referred,  at  the  preaeot  siaatoD, 
upon  which  ibey  hare  not  acted. 

T'  '  ■  •      ■ 

biU, 


The  amaadmeat  prMoaad  by  the  SeaaM  to  the 
ll,aotitled  "Aaact  for  tb«  relief  of  Keiaie  aad 


to  wit :  "An  act  far  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jour- 
dan,  braiber* ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sdward 
McCartr ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Michael 
Hogan;"  and  "An  ast  confirming  the  olaim  of 
Alexander  Uacomb  te  a  tract  of  land  in  tha  Ter- 
ritory of  Miahigan"— were  eererallr  read  tha  first 
and  second  Una,  and  raforiad— the  £nt  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  refetred 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claim^  made  at 
tha  last  seaiioB,  on  the  patitioaofStauel  Hughe*; 
the  aaaond  and  (bird  (0  the  Cemmitteeof  Claiiiu; 
and  the  fourth  te  the  Cammiitee  on  Priraie 
Laad  Claims. 

An  engroaaed  bill,  eniillad  "An  act  (or  the  re- 
lief of  Patrick  Callaa,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
andpatsad. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Ur.  Wiu.ujie,  of 
North  Carolina,  to  proceed  to  tha  further  oouid- 
oration  of  the  mKUntion  aubmilted  bf  him  to 
radoca  the  Army  of  the  Uailed  States }  which 
wa*  rejected,  by  a  majority  of  about  forty  rotes. 

ADMISSION  OF  HISaOURI. 

The  Houte  then  proceeded  to  the  considan- 
tion  of  the  amendments  i^iorted  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  authorizing  the 
pwpla  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  t»  form  a  con* 
stitaiion  and  State  gorerament,  and  for  the 
admisiion  of  the  same  into  the  Union. 

The  whole  of  the  anuradment*  made  ia  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  were  aneed  to,  with  the 
exceptioa  of  that  which  prohtbils  slavery  or  in- 
Totnatary  servitude  in  the  proposed  Stale. 

On  this  question  the  debate  which  eommaaced 
yeiterdey  was  renewed,  and  prosecuted  with 
cooaiderable  spirit — Mr.  Boott,  Hr.  CoiiaTOK, 
Mr.  Taixhadoe,  Mr.  SToaaa,  Mr.  Tatlob,  Mr. 
S1MPUM8,  Mr.  Mil.La,  Mr.  Spbkobr,  Mr.  Holmib, 
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HISTOBT  OF  COKOKBSS. 


use 


H.mR. 


FaBUK*,  UIO. 


Hr.  Baibodk,  Ur.  Cahfmll  of  Obio,  Mr.  Bct- 
LBB  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Tekrt,  aod  Mr.  Bbbcbbr, 
ukiitg  MTt  ID  it. 

Hr.  BooTT,  of  MiMonri,  iaid,  he  itofled  thai 
liii  eondnei,  dariog  (be  whole  of  the  lime  in, 
vbieh  he  had  ihe  honor  of  a  seat  in  tke  Home 
had  MQvinced  geottenieit  of  hit  diipoiiliSQ  oot 
to  obtrude  hie  leniimeDta  on  xaj  other  iDbjeeU 
tham  ihoee  in  which  the  inlerett  of  hii  cOBalitu- 
CDte,  and  of  the  Territory  he  repreeented,  were 
immediatelj  ooncerned.  Bat  when  a  qacalton, 
neb  aa  the  itnendmenta  propoaed  by  the  gentle- 
men from  New  York,  (Hners.  TALLtunaa  and 
TatlobJ  was  presented  for  coDei  derail  on,  in- 
TolTiDg  Conaiitntianal  principlee  to  a  rast  amoant, 
pregnant  with  the  future  fate  of  the  Territory, 
portending  deitraetion  to  the  liberties  of  that 
people,  directly  bearin^onifaeir  right*  of  property, 
their  State  rights,  ibeir  all,  be  should  consider  ii 
as  a  dereliction  of  bis  doty,  as  a  retmiing  from 
his  post,  nay,  doable  criminaltty,  did  he  not  raise 
his  Totce  against  their  adoption.  After  the  many 
able  and  luminoas  riews  inat  had  been  taken  of 
this  Bsbject,  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and 
other  honorable  geDtletncBj  he  had  not  the  vanity 
to  sappose  that  any  additional  Tiew>  wbich  he 
,  could  offer,  or  any  new  dress  in  which  he  could 
clothe  those  already  BdTBoeed.wonldhaTe  the  hap- 
py tendency  of  inducing  any  gentleman  to  change 
bis  rote.  Bat,  if  he  stood  single  on  the  question, 
and  there  was  do  man  to  help  him,  yet,  while  the 
laws  of  the  land  and  the  rales  of  the  House  guar- 
antied to  him  the  privilege  of  speech,  he  woold 
redeem  bis  conEcicnce  fVom  the  tmpaiatioa  of 
haring  silentlj  witnessed  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitntlon  of  hts  country,  and  an  infringement  on 
the  liberties  of  the  people  who  had  introsted  to 
hie  feeble  abtliliee  tbe  advocation  of  their  rights. 
He  desired,  at  this  early  siaee  of  his  remarks,  in 
the  name  of  the  citizens  of  Missouri  Territory, 
whose  rights  on  other  subjects  had  been  too  long 
neglected  and  shamefully  disregarded,  to  enter 
his  solemn  protest  against  the  inirodnction,  under 
the  insidious  form  of  amendment,  of  any  princi- 
ple in  thi>  bill,  the  obvions  lendeoejr  of  vbicb 
would  be  to  aow  the  seeds  of  discord  in,  and  per- 


haps evenloally  endanger,  the  Union. 
,  Mr.  S.  eoieruined  the  opinion  that, 
Constitution,  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  im- 


n  that,  under  tbe 


pose  this  or  any  other  restriction,  or  to  require  of 
ihe  people  of  Missouri  their  assent  to  this  condl- 
lioD,  as  a  prerequisite  to  their  sdnisMon  icto  the 
Union.  He  contended  this  from  the  language  of 
the  Constitution  ilself ;  from  the  practice  in  the 
admisaion  of  new  Biates  under  thai  instrument ; 
and  from  the  express  terms  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion. The  short  view  he  intended  to  take  of 
those  points  wonld,  he  trusted,  be  satisfactory  to 
all  those  who  were  not  so  anxioas  to  osor^  power 
as  to  sacrifice  to  its  attainment  the  principles  of 
our  Qovernmcnt,  or  who  were  not  desirons  of 
prOHtratiDg  the  rights  and  independence  of  a  Slate 
o  chimerical  views  of  policy  or  expediency. 
The  BUtboritj  to  admitnewStates  into  toe  Union 
was  granted  in  tbe  third  section  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution,  which   declared  that 


'  new  Siatea  may  b«  admitlad  by  the  Coognm 
into  tha  Union."  The  only  power  giraa  to  ibe 
Congress  by  this  sMtion,  apnMred  to  him  to  be 
ikai  of  paMlng  a  law  for  tbe  admivioB  of  tlw 
new  State,  having  it  in  poasession  of  all  ike 
rights,  pririiegcs,  and  immunitiea  enjoyed  by  the 
oiLer  State*}  the  most  TatnabU  and  promiaoM 
of  which  was  that  of  fomiDgaBdmadiiyiflg  (hair 
own  State  conaiiintion,  and  over  which  Congraas 
had  no  superintending  oontrol,  other  than  that 
expressly  siven  in  the  fourth  seeiion  of  the  same 
article,  wnich  read,  "the  United  Slates  shall 
goaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  repab- 
lieaa  form  of  government.''  This  end  aeeon- 
pliihcd,  the  guardianship  of  the  United  Bmiaa 
over  the  eaasiiintions  of  tbe  several  Smtes  wa« 
(blflUed  ;  and  all  resirictioas,  limuatioa*,  a«d  coa- 
ditiona  beyond  this,  was  so  moeh  power  nnwa^ 
rantaUvassamed.  laiUastniionor  ihispoeiticB, 
he  would  read  an  extract  from  one  of  the  e— ya 
writtea,  bv  tbe  late  Frcaident  Madison,  contam- 
usty  with  the  Constitattoa  of  the  United 


ight  dearly  tt , 
dated  the  system  agaiart  erirtooratie  or  b 
cal  imavatiaiw.  The  mora  inttosala  tbe  nalara  «f 
■ach  an  naiom  may  ba,  Iha  gieatar  iBtercat  have  A* 
maaiban  in  tka  peiitical  institatisii*  of  Bach  otbsi^  aaid 
th«  grealar  right  to  insist  that  the  ii»ins  of  go*H»- 
msnt,  under  wbich  the  comg^sct  wa*  sntarad  iale, 
sbonid  ba  awbatantially  maintamed.  But  ibis  antbar- 
i^  ulanda  no  /arther  than  to  a  gnarantes  of  a  repub- 
lican form  of  govemment,  which  sappose*  a  pre-eziat- 
ing  goTsmmcnt  of  the  fbnnirfaich  is  to  ba  guaianliisd. 
As  long,  therelbia,  as  the  existing  repnblicaQ  form* 
are  conUnued  by  the  States,  thtj  sra  gDarantiad  by 
th«  Federa]  Constilntion.  WhensTeT  the  Statea  may 
choose  to  sobslitBta  other  ropablicaa  fbrms,  Aey  have 
a  right  to  do  so,  and  to  dsisa  the  Federal  gnaraatoo 
fcr  tbe  latter.  Tbe  only  reeHietien  napoaad  on  theat 
)*,  that  th^  diaH  not  ezefaai^o  lapitHeaa  for  aati- 
rapdiHeaii  constitatians ;  a  uMiictioB  wUcfa,  it  ia  pia- 
soaied,  will  hardly  bo  saswysetd  as  a  grianBca." 

Mr.  8.  thotrghi  that  those  two  clauses,  vriien 
eappened  by  enoh  high  aithority,  had  they  been 
the  only  ones  in  the  Consliiutiou  which  retaiad 
to  tbe  powers  of  ibe  Qenent  Ctoverament  over 
the  States,  and  particularly  ai  ibeir  formatioa 
and  adoption  into  the  Union,  eonid  not  bat  be 
deemed  satisfactory  to  a  reasonable  extent;  but 
there  were  other  provisions  in  tbe  Const  tin  lion, 
to  which  he  would  refer,  ihai  beyond  all  doubt, 
to  his  mind,  settled  the  question.  One  of  thoaa 
was  Ihe  tenih  article  in  the  amendments,  whieh 
said  that  "  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
'  States  by  the  Consliiution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
'  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Stales,  respec- 
'  lively,  or  to  tbe  people."  He  believed  that,  by 
common  law  and  common  usage,  aU  grants  giv- 
iog  certain  defined  and  specific  privileges  or 
powers,  were  to  be  so  cooslrned  as  that  no  otbers 
should  be  intended  to  be  ^iven  but  snch  as  were 
parliealarly  enumerated  in  iheinstiumeDislhem- 
selres,  or  indispensably  neeeisary  to  carry  into 
effect  those  designated.    In  no  pan  of  the  Con- 
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«f  impMiDg  Duidtlioiu  on  a  new  Sut«,  gireD, 
«itb«  io  CO  iMDf  word*,  oc  b;  Kny  juttfiaUe  oi 
lilii  rafarcBCt ;  not  in  anr  portion  of  the  Coiuli- 
ntion  vas  ihe  right  protubited  to  tjie  rMpeetive 
BWtM,  10  li^Uie  tbair  own  inuraal  police,  of 
•dmiUiDg  «itah  ciilseiK  a*  ihe;  pleased,  oc  of  io- 
ttWtneiDg  aar  deMriplioa  of  property,  tbat  Ui«y 
vkooM  cooaider  as  eMOnlial  or  neoeMaiy  to  their 
ptoapefiiy;  and  the  framers  of  that  iBKrumcnt 
awm  to  ba?e  boea  zealoaa  Iwt,  bjr  implieaiisD  oi 
br  iBfeicDM,  powers  migfat  b«  auumad  by  the 
OoMral  OoverameDl  over  the  Siaiei  and  people, 
other  ihui  thoae  ezpraoly  giren  {  hence  Ibey  le- 
••r?e^  ia  so  many  lermi,  to  the  Sum  and  the 
peopM,  all  powen  not  delegated  to  the  Federal 
QaveiaoMnk  The  ninth  atiicle  of  the  aiaend- 
incnti  to  the  CoBMiUiiion  still  factber  illustrated 
the  poiitioo  be  bad  takraj  it  read,  that "  the  enu- 
'  nfratioft  ia  the  Coutituiioa-  of  eetiaia  rights 
'  ahali  Bot.  1m  cooBtmed  to  deny  or  disparage 
'  otben  retained  by  ibe  people."  Mr.  S.  believed 
ii  to  be  a  jut  rale  of  interfaetuion,  that  tba  enn- 
meration  of  powers  delmted  to  CongreM  weak- 
oaed  their  aotboiiiy  in  all  easea  not  eanaerated; 
and  that  beyond  thoee  power*  ennmermted  they 
ted  Mae,  exwH  tbejr  were  eiaentially  necestary 
!•  cuty  into  euet  thoee  tbat  were  g iren.  Xfae 
••««ad  eeetioD  of  ibe  fourth  article  of  the  Coosti- 
taiioB,  which  declared  ibat "  the  cittzen*  of  each 
SutORhaltbe  eatitlcd  to  all  the  pdvib^ei  aad 
immnuitica  of  eitiiene  in  the  sereral  Slatea,"  wai 
■•ticlaietory,  to  hi*  jodgntent,  that  it,  wa*  intended 
(he  citizen*  of  each  State,  forming  a  part  of  oae 
barmoaioQs  whole,  ihoald  hare,  in  all  thing^ 
cqaal  piiTilw^a;  the  neoemty  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  every  nan,  in  hi*  own  State, 
sbenld   have   the    Mma   right*,   privil«g«a,  and 

S>we».  that  any  other  oiltzen  ot  the  United 
late*  had  in  his  own  State;  otha wise,  discon- 
tent and  mnrnuuiags  would  prevail  against  the 
Qaaeral  Qovaraaient,  who  bad  dq;)rived  him  of 
tht*  equality. 

For  eiample,  if  the  eidzen*  of  Pennsylvania  or 
Viraiaia  eojoyed  the  right,  ia  their  own  State, 
ta  deeida  the  qaeitioR  whether  ihey  would  hare 
alavory  or  not,  the  eiiizena  of  Missoari,  to  give 
thtm  the  Mine  privileges,  mnsl  have  the  same 
tight  to  decide  whether  tbey  wonid  or  woaU  not 
(aterate  slavery  In  their  State;  if  it  were  other* 
wise,  than  the  eitisens  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vii- 
gisia  woald  have  more  rights,  privileges,  and 
powera;  in  their  reapeetlve  State*,  than  the  citi- 
zen* of  Hiaeoari  would  have  in  theirs.  Mr.  8. 
said  he  would  make  another  q^uotalioo  from  the 
same  work  he  had  before  been  indebted  to,  which 
he  behaved  bad  considerable  bearing  on  this 
queatioD.  "The  powers  delegated  by  the  pio- 
'  posed  conslitation  to  the  Federal  Qovernmenl 
'  are  few  and  deflned ;  thoee  which  are  to  remain 
'  in  (heBtategoveramentsareuBmeroosandia- 
'  definite ;  the  former  will  be  exercised  prlnci- 
t  {tally  OB  eztcmal  objeeta,  as  war,  peace,  negV 
'  tiatioD,  aad  foreign  commerce — witn  wbieh  lut 
'  the  power*  of  laxatioa  will,  for  the  most  part 
'becoDDected.   The  power*  reserred  to  the  leve- 


'  ral  State*  will  extend  to  all  the  ohjeets,  which, 
'  in  lbs  ordinary  cour*e  of  afiiiirs,  concern  the 
'  livee,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  people,  and 
'  the  internal  order,  impi  or  erne  nt,  and  prosperity 
'  of  the  Siaie."  The  applicabilitr  of  this  doe- 
trine  to  the  qaestion  under  coosidereiioa  was  so 
obvious  that  he  would  not  detain  the  House  to 
give  ezaJBpIet,  but  leave  it  for  gentlemen  to 
make  ths  application.  H^  would,  however,  makr 
one  other  reference  to  the  Constitution  before  he 
proceeded  to  speak  of  the  practice  under  it;  in- 
the  second  section  of  tbat  instrument  it  was  pro-- 
vided  tbat  "  representatives  and  direet  taxw  shall 
'  be  apportbned  among  the  sareral  States  which 
'  may  be  included  wiifaio  this  Union,  according 
'  to  their  respeciire  numbers,  which  shall  be  d»- 
'  termiaedby  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free 
'  pertoas,  iBcludiog  those  bound  to  service  for  a 
'  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indian*  not  taxed, 
'  three-fifths  irf  all  other  persons."  This  pro- 
viiion  was  not  restricted  to  the  Slate*  then 
formed,  and  about  to  adopt  the  Gonstituiioo,  but 
to  all  those  Status  which  might  be  included 
within  this  Union,  cleatly  contemplating  the  ad' 
mission  of  new  Stales  Ihereafier,  and  providing 
that  to  them  also  should  ibis  principle  of  repre- 
seniaiioo  and  taiaiioo  equally  apply.  Nor  could 
he  subftcribe  to  the  construction,  that,  as  this  part 
of  the  Constitution  was  matter  of  compKmise,  it 
was  to  be  limited  in  its  application  to  Ihe  origi- 
nal Slates  only,  and  not  to  be  extended  to  all 
those  Siaiee  that  might  after  its  adoption  become 
members  of  the  Federal  Union;  and  a  practical 
exposition  had  been  made  by  Congress  of  this 
part  of  the  Consiitution,  in  the  admission  of  Ken- 
tucky, I^uiciana,  and  Missis&ippi,  a*  States,  all  of 
whom  were  slaveholdiog  States,  and  to  each  of 
tbem  this  principle  had  been  extended. 

Mr,  S.  oelieved  that  the  practice  under  the 
Constilntion  had  been  diSerent  from  (hat  now 
contended  for  by  pntlemen;  be  was  nnapprlzed 
of  any  similar  provision  having  ever  been  mad^ 
or  attempted  to  be  made,  in  relaiton  to  any  other 
new  State  heretofore  admitted.  The  argument 
drawn  from  the  States  formed  out  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  he  did  not  consider 
as  analc^oui;  ttutt  reatrictioo,  if  any,  was  im- 
poeed  in  pursuance  of  a  compact,  and  only,  s(t 
far  as  Congress  could  do,  carried  mto  effect  the 
disposition  of  Virginia  in  reference  to  a  pari  of 
her  own  original  territory,  and  was  in  every  re- 
spect more  just,  because  tbat  provision  was  made 
and  published  to  the  world  at  a  time  when  bat 
few,  if  any,  settlements  were  formed  wiibiu  thai 
tract  of  country ;  and  the  children  of  those  people 
of  color  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  than  there 
have  been,  and  still  were,  held  in  bondage,  and  ' 
were  not  free  at  a  given  age,  as  was  contem- 
plated by  the  amendment  under  consideration; 
nor  did  he  doubt  but  that  it  was  competent  for 
any  of  those  Slates, admitted  in  pureuanee  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787,' to  call  a  convention,  and  so 
alter  their  constilntion  as  to  allow  of  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves,  if  tbey  thoughi  proper  to  do  so. 
To  thuie  gentlemen  who  had  m  their  argument, 
in  support  of  the  amendments,  adverted  to  the 
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inHUDce  where  CDncresJ  hid,  bj  the  Itw  luthor- 
fking  the  people  of  LouisiaDB  to  form  a  constita- 
lioB  tnd  Slate  gioreraintnt,  eierelted  the  poirei 


lion  BDU  oiatv  ^TCTDinvnt,  cxcfciora   iiic  yvwvi 

4f  ImpmiDr  the  Term*  and  oondttins  on  irtiieh 
they  ttiould  ke  permitted  to  do  so,  he  would  re- 
«omiiieDd  (he  carenrl  enminatian  and  comwri- 
Bon  of  ihow  term*  with  the  Oonstitatioa  of  the 
^jted  Slatea,  when,  he  doubted  net,  ibty  wooU 
'fee  eonrioced  that  these  reatricitena  were  tatj 
avchas  were  to  expreasand  poattWelangoapm- 
'ffaed  ia  the  latter  iDttrumeDt,  aad  would  hare 
iKea  eqnaHf  bfudiar  on  the  people  of  Loatsiaiia 
■tiMi  tKT  not  hare  Seen  enDmeraied  hi  the  law 
f  Wing  ifaem  avtborilr  to  fbrm  a  coneiitiuim  far 
utemeelTes. 

Hr.  8.  said  he  eomideted  the  contemplated 
•VenditioBs  and  mtriciiona,  eoatainfld  in  (he  pn>- 
foeed  amendments,  to  be  DKonslitmioaal  aad 
mwarraDiable,  from  the  ptoriaioBs  of  tite  treaty 
of  ccMioD,  by  the  third  article  of  which  It  was 
Mlpalaied,  that  "the  inhabitaat*  of  the  ceded 
'  terriioif  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  naioo  of 
'  fhe  United  Slates,  and  admitted,  as  soon  aa  poe- 
'elble,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
'  Oenstitatibn,  to  the  cnjojment  of  all  the  rishli^ 
*  ttdTantages,  and  immnnities,  of  eitrTens  of  the 
'  United  SiaieB,  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  ahall 
*be  maintained  and  proteeied  in  the  free  enjoy- 
*nent  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  rel^on 
which  tbey  prohu. 


rtf,  peoperty,  I 


This  treaty  haTipg  been  made  by  the  ccHope- 
lent  aathorfiy  of  Cforernment,  ratHleil  by  the 
Bevate,  aad  emphatlcaHy  ■anclloncd  by  Congress 
Is  ifae  acts  manng  approptiaiiona  to  carry  it  toto 
eflfeet,  became  a  part  of  the  snpreme  lav  of  tfae 
hnrd,  and  its  bearings  on  the  rtghta  of  the  people 
bad  receited  a  practical  expoaitfen  by  the  si- 
minion  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  Mrt  of  the 


fentlemen  to  letl  bim  tltat,  by  the  terms  ef  the 
treaty  of  cession,  the  United  States  were  not 
batrad  TO  admit  any  part  of  the  ceded  territory 
into  tfaa  Union  as  a  State ;  the  ertdeoee  ef  the 
AHigation  Cengreaa  considered  they  were  under, 
to  adopt  BiBles  formed  oot  of  that  territory,  is 
cteariy  dcdocible  from  the  Ihct,  Ibet  tbey  bad 
doac  so  in  tke  iastnnee  of  Loaialana.  fint  had 
no  Bute  been  admitted,  fonned  of  a  part  of  the 
territory  aeqaired  by  tbat  treaty,  tbe  obligailOD 
of  the  Oorernment  to  do  so  would  not  be  the 
ttn  apparent  to  bim.  "The  inhabliaDlsof  the 
ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union 
of  the  United  States."  The  people  wtt«  not  teft 
to  the  wayward  ditcretion  of  mis,  or  any  oAer 
Oorernment,  by  KKjmg  that  they  may  be  incor' 
poraled  in  the  Union.  The  tananage  was  differ- 
ent and  impetatire:  "they  shall  be  ineorpotaied." 
Mr.  B.  ttndersiood  by  the  term  incorporated,  that 
tfaey  were  to  form  a  coBslitnent  pati  of  this  Re- 
poblic;  Ibaiihey  were  to  become  joint  partners  in 
the  charaeter  and  couneiU  of  ibe  coantry,  and  in 
thenationallosieaaDdoationalgatosiasa  territory 
ihey  were  not  aa  essential  part  of  the  Oovem- 
ment;  they  vere  a  mere  province,  stthjeet  to  the 
Mis  and  regulaibni  of  the  Qeneral  Gorerament 


in  bH  eases  whataoevn .  Urn  a  mtiwry  Mferbad 
nor  all  the  rights,  adrantsgaa,  aad  iiMBlHUtMs,  af 
dtiaeni  of  tne  Uiriced  States.  Mr.  8.  htaawlf 
fornished  an  eaample,  that,  in  tkeir  preteK  «*M- 
ditien,  tbey  had  not  all  Ibe  riffhu  of  ike  Mbar 
eitlnoa  of  the  UmOh.  Had  Se  «  vtpie  in  iM* 
BoBse!  and  ydt  tbeee  pe6pla'W«t«,  daring  4r 
war,  sobieet  lo  eertaia  Mrea  iaapoacd  bf  Om- 
rrees.  Had  those  people  anf  'rnioe  to  giirm  te 
Ine  impoeitlon  of  taxes  to  wbieh  they  wwc 
rat^eet,  or  n  the  dispoehion  of  the  find*  of  ika 
iMtiOB,  end  panievlariy  Aesa  arisikg  frvn  ifce 
■atee  af  the  pnUie  hiads  to  which  rSej  alnaiAy 
bad,  and  still  wooM  tnrgvly  eeniribaM?  Had 
they  a  to^c*  to  gire  in  selecting  the  <rfBeers  •( 
tWs  Oorernment,  or  maay  of  tbaii  vmf  1* 
Aott,  )D  What  had  tfaey  e^val  rights,  advaiMgai, 
and  immunftieii  with  Ihe  other  eittaeiu  ef  the 
United  StMet,  bat  la  the  ptfritc^  to  safaait  to  a 
pncneiiaation  of  iheir  tights,  aad  ia  tbe  •drut- 
tage  to  mibeerihe  to  yoar  laws,  yonr  tries,  *«n 
taxes,  and  yonr  powtva,  even  wilhotii  a  heanagi 
These  people  Wew  atse  "  to  be  admitted  into  tM 
Uaian  as  mwd  as  peetlhie." 

Mr.  8.  would  infm  from  this  expfewtoa,  that 
it  was  the  wtdentaadiog  af  ibe  panias,  thai  la 
soon  as  any  penloa  of  the  tarriuiry,  of  svMcieat 
exRDt  to  rentr a  Slate,  sboold  aoaanafbeiMBtnr 
of  iababiMBis  i«qoir«d  l>y  law  to  miita  thMfW 
a  RepreeealaiiTe  <»  tbe  fiwr«f  tkia  Howe,  that 
ilMy  Then  had  the  right  to  laalM  the  eall  ferad- 
mission,  and  this  adaaissiDn,  when  made,  was  le 
he,  not  on  eondilioas  Aat  geatlcmea  migtK  decai 
expedieat,  aot  oa  ooodilMaa  refcnUe  to  hinre 
peiltteal  vivws,  nal  oB  coBdilioas  tbal  th«  ea»- 
■titmioa,  the  peopto  skoold  form,  aboold  coMaiB 
a  etMse  that  wauM  pariietilarif  apen  the  4aar 
for  emifrMioBTrom  the  North  or  froB  the  S«ath. 
Bot  oa  oatiditioa  that  Iha  fninia  payttlartoa  et 
the  S«aM  shovM  mbb  from  a  aUrreboMiac  «r 
B«n-a(aTelioUiog  State^  bat "  boMtaaardiag  to  the 
priaetples  ef  Ibe  Federal  ConsiiaHfoa,'  utd  «aae 
other.  The  people  of  Minoari  wera,  bf  aoleiBa 
treaty  stlpalatioa,  whan  admitted,  to  aajor  all 
iba  tight*  adraatages,  aad  iiainmiiitias.of  di  woj 
ef  the  Ualied  State*.  C«a  aay  geaileana  aoo- 
tead,iba*,labQfingaBdertbaptoposad  restrtiiiaa, 
the  eitixeiit'Of  Misaoori  wottld  ban  alt  iba  rigbn, 
adraatages,  aad  immonitiee  of  other  eiiiuM  of 
tbeUnioat  Havaovt  oibwnswBiaMa,n:tbait 
admieeian,  aad  hatro  not  all  tbe  fltatat  in  the 
Uaioa,  imw,  atirilqeB  a*d  riybta  bayoad  wtat 
was  ooDteupUitd  lo  be  aUeerad  i*  tha  eUJBiaa 
ofUisMHriT  Hara aat  aU Mber  States  in  tUs 
Qomomest  the  right  is  atta^  ia«4i^,  aoMad, 
aad  ahange  their  Btaia  Masthotiaa,  bariog  «a- 
gard  alone  to  a  repabUcaa  form  1  And  was  ihote 
any  exisilug  law,  or  any  claase  ia  the  Padanl 
Coastiiwioa,  tbai  probiblied  a  total  ebaage  from  a 
■lareboldiag  to  a  aoa-elarebolding  State,  or  fram 
a  oaa^lareholdiagtaariaTeboldiagStBte?  Mr. 
S.  (bought,  that  if  this  proritiea  waa  proper,  or 
within  the  poiMrs  of  Coagreiis,  tbey  also  iiad  (he 
correlatire  right  to  say,  that  tbe  people  of  His- 
soati  should  not  be  admitted  as  a  State,  onlass 
tbey  ptorided,  in  the  fermalion  of  ther  State 
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•oastliviiM,  that  risrerr  <hMld  ba  ««l<ttnd. 
'Would  DM  ihoM  ««BMfaDih>iu  ftnlentn  (tar^ 
M-tltu,«Dd  exctaim,  mat,i«ipaa«  od  Ihaae  vm- 
fl»  shrm,  vriica  th«T  do  aotwant  ifaeal  Thic 
-would  b«  Mid  to  be  a  dirMt  attack  od  riie  Slate 
i«lleJ>«DdBiice.  Wu  it  iathe  p<rwef«f  CoagrtM 
to  onoex  iba  ^meat  coDdidoB,  Mr.  S>.  deemad  It 
«i|aall)rviifain  the BBOpa «/ their  aaiboriir  toeaf, 
'What  cetM  tbeiabaliiiaBlaaf  tbaprofoaad  Blate 
-alwald  be,  «M>at  dwaihttiDn  of  propeitr.  other 
than  sikTae,  tboae  paopla  «beatd  er  thotild  aat 
pWHu,  and  the  qtMotltf  of  piopartf  eaeh  laaD 
vikonld  niaia,  goiag  upon  AfrAftariaa  priaaif It. 
-He  would  even  f«  tnrtber^wid  tav,ihat  CoagHas 
tmA aa  e^nal  power  toaoaet  tamiat  taligioa  ite 

ripte  ihoald  labeorlbe ;  tb*t  aeae  other  ahoold 
ptofaieed,  aad  to  provide  for  the  ck 
cartwQ  of  all  ifaaae  who  did  ooi  wbwt. 

The  peOpl«  of  M iMonri  waie,  if  adniited  iaio 
4ha  Uaioo,  to  siune  In  oa  au  a^l  faodogwUh 
aha  ovlgiual  Bialee,  ThM  the  peapte  of  the  other 
•tatee  bed  the  rlfht  ta  rwukai*  tfaeU  otrn  iotei- 
«al  'Polft«,  to  preecvlbe  iW  iDlei  af  then  evn 
conduct,  aad,  in  the  formalieo  of  (beir  oaoitiai' 
tt«n«,  toaarwbeiherBlavery  waeorwaamtad- 
wriMible,  be  betiwed  vat  a  poiac  eODCtdad  by  .all. 
How,  ihcB  wera  the  oMEeaa  of  MiMOati  plaaad 
oBAa-e^DBl  fbotiDit'Witliiha  other  wmbenof 
4faa  UoioB'?  S|pial  in  eoaie  laapceia— a  tlwini- 
-filt  diaeriRilaalion  is  ethere.  A  dkecimiiiMion 
«M>l  wanaated  if  *be  Comtitntlaa,  or  jdMiAad 
'bf  the  treaty  of  oeenon,  but  fbaadad  on  mMtakea 
wral,  or  ertwoeooe  paliey.  Thef  were  to  beboand 
down  bf  onatooa  eoaditjwe, itaitaeione,  «■<)««- 
alrieiione,  to  which  be  kiew  tber  waaU  hi  eofr- 
■-mM.  Thai  peaple  were  bMTe  and  iadepeadeDt 
-ia  tyirii,  th«r  ware  inieUigeoi:,  aad  kavwiltair 
•wn  rifliu]  tber  WOTecempeeeat  «>  eelf  goaew- 
awBi;  aad  wiUiaf  to  liik  ibeii  own  u^aeM 
wad  fotate  paaqtarity  on  iho  legitiaaala  emewiw 
of  their  owa  JodgoMDi  and  free  wilL  Mr.  S. 
-faataeled  afaimt  enoh  a  gaardlaoiUp  aa  leae  coo- 
tampUied  now  to  be  as*amed  over  hie  eaaati^ 
«aMa.  Tba  inrit  of  freedmt  bwicd  i»  the 
^Mavmk  of  the  mamen  ef  Miaaoari,  md  if  adaU- 
lad  iaM  the  natianal-hinilr,  tbay  woaU  br  canal, 
«r  not  eoine  in  at  all.  WUh  wfaai  an  asuoae 
jtf  bam  iber  laohed  to  iba  Bait,  ainee  Iha  eoia- 
waaeeanaat  «f  this  aaaaioa  of  Oongreo,  far  the 
.good  iidiaga,.that  ot^  tbeiiv  jwm  had  aonfcrrad  the 
gtacloai  pfintage  of  aatf-aoTetaaiaai  and  iada- 
piadapee.  What  aieda  of  diMord  will  TeaMw, 
-wkev  tbar  ttmi  ihta  aaataeioaa,  ihaaiefal,  tuaaa 
«iiMiiaaaii>ibibittooimtheir.obauer1  WiHthar 
■at  Miopate  it  wfifa  the  tarma  of  the  iraatr  of 
caaiioD  that  bill  of  their  righta,  eaqrhatioa% 
their  Magna  ckmta'i  Aad  will  not  the  tetou 
«f  that  camfanaon  bea  attgna  od  Ihe  faith  of 
thie  QoveiMBeDtl  It  bad  been  adailted  braane 

Eilemeo  in  debate,  that,  were  the  pot^e  of 
aeoti  to  rora)  a  eooatilutten  eoafonning  to 
thla  proviijen,  ao  aaon  «■  ttiey  were  adopted 
into  the  UoioD  it  would  be  eoofpeleiit  &r  thMB 
to  oall  a  convention  and  after  their  ooaatiwttoa 
ott  this  BObjeci.  Whjr,  then,  he  woald  aak  gca- 
tlcmeo,  woold  tbar  legialaic,  when  tb«f  omU 


prodoee  ao  penoanaat  piaelieal  etfeoll  Wkr 
eiqnae  the  iabeciLitr  of  the  OeneEdChtremDMiU, 
lo  tie  up  tbe  kaada  of  th«  Stale,  and  iadtiee  the 
peopk  10  an  act  of  ehioafterf,  which  he  knew 
nom  principle  they  abhorred,  to  get  eleer  of  an 
odiona  raeirietion  on  their  rights?  Mr.  EL  bad 
tnM«d  that  gantteBwa  wlio  profeased  to  be  ao- 
ttiaied  by  melivee  of  htumaiiy  and  pciitei|dR 
woBld  not  eaeenrage  a  aoHree  of  diMinaUtiaa, 
or,  bj  any  «o*e  of  theirs,  render  it  aeeesaary  far 
tbeeitiaeaiof  UiMoari  to  aet  enaivocnllr  to  ob- 
tain their  risht.  He  waa  anwiHiag  10  Ulioae, 
that  pelitical  TiBva  aloae  led  geotlemea  oa  ibia 
or  any  other  oeoaaion ;  but,  from  tbe  Iwifage  of 
tbe  member  from  New  York,  (Mr.  TatloM  be 
was  cBM palled  10  "fftet  thai  they  bad  their  io- 
fioeaea  open  him.  That  gentlemaa  baa  told  nt. 
that  if  eeet  be  left  hia  |»coent  reaideaoe,  il  woold 
beforlltinoiaorHiaaDnrii  atBlleTenla.heiri*hcii 
to  lODd  ant  kia  bretberB  and  his  sons.  Ur.  S. 
bcgaed  thai  gcnlleiaaD  to  relieve  him  from  the 
aw&l  appadkeaaion  eaaited  by  the  piecpeei  of 
tttiaaoeeaeioaofpop^tton.  Ho  hoped  the  Henae 
wooU  cxeaea  him  while  he  sMied,  that  he  did 
aat  deatre  thatgeailcnan,  hia  eons,  or  his  bteihen, 
in  that  ImhI  ef  oian,  noble,  and  it^epcndeat  fiee- 
nten.  The  nanher  says  that  the  latiioda  Ja  too 
fiu  HoHh  n  admit  of  alavary  there.    Woald  tbe 

ritleimn  mat  bie  eye  on  the  map  beforo  his, 
woald  there  tee,  that  a  part  of  Senioeky,  Tir- 
ginta,  and  Matylaad,  were  aa  far  North  aa  tbe 
sertherB  bonadaty  of  the  prnxioad  8Mie  of  Hie* 
Bonri.  tb.  B.  wonll  ihank  the.Motlenian  if  be 
woidd  ea*dea«and  to  Mil  him  want  preeiaa  line 
tf  latiiada  aalied  hb  eoaaelaaae,  hii  lianaDity, 
or  kia  pditieal  riewa,  oa  this  aatqael.  Goald 
that  Member  ha  wrioae  when  ha  made  the  paeal- 
kl  of  laiimda  the  meaatrre  of  kia  good  wilt  to 


how  far  he  oobM  go  ia  fallaekHu  argaaent  1 
afaaurdity  waiboni  oieMing  oaa  Unah,evenaB  nw 
awn  obeek,  for  ineenaiateney  ?  What,  ataiae  the 
nagioai^  dm  them  up  in  the  awanpe  aad  moraaaaa, 
ana  fine  inem  10  Sawkera  Utiiadoa,  to  loag4aoieh- 
iag  dayaof  labor  aad  (Higvej  aaiil  the  maa  tw- 
ooinn  ontinM,  lliat  the  fair  land  ^Hitaoari  nay 
ba  tanaBlcd  Mr  that  ganikMaa,  his  baoiheiK  awl 
bie  Bona?  He  expeoied  fitoM  a  Mvjarity  at  ite 
ttooM  a  ntoro  liberal  paltty,  aad  baUer  erideme 
thaMhajireaUyatereaataatedbThBaianBmMivai. 
Mr.  8.  aaid,  he  would  trouble  tbe  Honae  no 
loBgar ;  he  tunked  than  for  the  aUeqiiea  aad 
iadnlgaaaa  alraady  beatowed  t  b«t  be  dented  to 
Bi^aiM geadaMca,  before  ba  aaidoent,  that  ihay 
ware  aottiag  the  seeds  of  diaoord  in  this  Uniao, 
by  aitenpling  to  admit  States  with  BBe«oalf«T- 
ilegesand  unoqaal  righia;  that  they  wan  aiga- 
iag,  aaalingiand  deliTeting  their  ewa  death  war- 
tant;  that  the  weapon  iney  wereSfo  tutjuatly 
wieUing  aguiM  tbe  people  of  MiMouri,  waa  a 
two-edged  eward.  From  tbe  cnmnUriire  itatiue 
of  power,  tbe  day  mjgbi  come  when  the  Qeaefal 
QaTeiBHent  might,  in  ton,  lutderlaha  to  dietate 
to  them  OD  qQeaiiooi  of  internal  policy ;  HiMouti, 
aow  weak  and  feeble,  whoec  fala  aod  murmura 
would  excite  hnt  Utile  alarm  or  acaaibility,  migbt 
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b«oaiu«  SB  tuj  rietin  lo  notivu  of  patiafi  p>Hy 
zeil,or  mittsktii  idnt  of  power;  bm  other  lime* 
ind  olbet  mcD  wonid  aoccecd ;  ■  faMre  CoD^rNs 
might  come,  who,  uoiler  (he  Mneljfied  formi  of 
ConstitiilioDil  power,  wotrid  dieute  to  them  odi- 
001  eooditions ;  oar,  io  file  t  on  their  internal  in - 
depudeDce  a  wouod  more  deep  and  dreadful 
than  ereo  this  lo  Hittouri.  TheU«UM  h«d  m«d 
the  force  of  the  preeedeat,-  id  the  mitukea  appU- 
Mtioa  ufthe  eoDdilioBS  impoted  on  Ibe  p>eo|Me  of 
Loaieiaoa  anlerjor  lo  ibeir  admiatioi)  iaio  (he 
Union.  And,  whatever  might  be  itac  ultimate 
determioatlaD  of  (he  House,  Hr.  8.  eoaMilered 
tfaie  qiteatioD  hig  with  the  fate  of  Onur  nod  of 
Rome. 

Hr.  T^LLiiAoaB,  of  New  York,  re*e.— Sir,  Mtid 
he,  it  has  been  mf  deaire  and  my  iaie&iioa  ic 
arotd  any  debate  od  the  preaenl  paiofu)  and  an 
pletMnt  lubjeet.  When  I  had  the  honor  tosab- 
mit  to  ibi«  Houe  the  amendment  now  ander 
conaidcraiion,  1  aooompanied  it  with  a  ieclara- 
lioQ,  that  it  WB*  iateoded  to  tenSne  its  opera- 
lien  to  ibe  newly  acquired  territory  aeroas  the 
MiNtsEippi;  and  I  then  exptcasljr  declared  that 
I  woatd  in  no  maaoer  intermeddle  with  the 
staTchoIdiag  Stata,  nor  attempt  manamisaioD  in 
any  one  of  uie  original  Suies  in  the  Union.  Sir, 
I  even  went  fUrtber,  aadiuied  that  I  was  aware 
of  the  delicacy  of  the  sabjeet,  and  that  I  had 
learned  from  Souibern  ^eoiletnen  the  diScolties 
and  the  daneer*  of  having  free  blacks  intermia- 
glingwithsMvesi  and,  on  that  aoconntj  and  with 
a  view  to  the  nrety  of  the  white  popnlalion  of 
the  adjoining  Suus,  I  woold  not  even  adrDoue 
the  prohibition  rf  tlarery  io  the  Alabama  Terri- 
tory ;  becaute,  surrounded  as  it  wai  by  siaTv- 
boMlDg  States,  and  with  only  imaginary  lines  of 
division,  the  iaiereonrse  between  siaTU  and  free 
blacks  could  aot  be  prcTented,  and  a  terwila  war 
might  be  the  result.  While  we  depteoale  and 
moara  over  the  evil  of  slavety,  bnmanity  and 
good  morals  require  as  to  wish  lu  abeliiion,  tia- 
aer  oiicamvtaBcea  ooaaisleDl  with  the  safety  of 
the  white  popalation.  Williagly,  ihcreforv,  wiH 
I  submit  to  an  evil  vrfateh  we  cannot  saiMy  raav- 
edy.  1  admitted  all  that  had  been  said  of  the 
danger  of  having  free  btaeirs  visible  to  (laves,  and 
therefore  did  not  hesirate  to  pledge  myself  that  1 
wodI3  neither  advise  not  aitempt  eoeicive  man- 
nmlssioD.  Bat,  sir,  all  thew  reaMBs  eeaae  when 
we  oToss  the  unki  of  the  MissUsippi,  a  newly 
acquired  lerritory,  never  coUnnpiated  in  (he 
formattOD  of  oar  (ioveTament,  not  iseloded  with- 
in the  compromiM  or  moinal  pledge  in  tb«ad«f>- 
tisD  of  onr  CDastilDtioD,  a  new  territoty  ae- 
qnired  by  oar  common  fund,  and  ought  justly  to 
be  sulqeei  to  our  common  legislation. 

6Kr,  when  I  submitted  the  amendment  now  on- 
der  eonsideration,  aecompanied  with  these  ez- 
planaiioos;  and  with  these  avowals  of  my  Inten- 
tions and  of  my  motivei,  I  did  expect  that  gen- 
tlemen who  might  differ  from  me  io  opinion 
would  appreciate  the  libetaliiy  of  my  views,  and 
would  meet  me  with  moderation,  as  upoa  a  fair 
subject  far  general  legislation.  Sir,  I  did  expeet 
at  least  that  the  frank  deeiaration  of  ny  viewa 


woBld  proiaet  bm  foMD  hueh  axprawioB*,  and 
from  IM  unfriendly  impataiJoa*  which  have 
bMii  eaat  out  on  this  oeeasion.  Bui,  sir,  soeJa 
has  been  the  ctvncier  and  the  violence  (if  ihia 
debaie,  and  exptesaioDe  of  so  mtieh  ialempeiaiM*, 
and  of  an  aspect  *o  ihreateaing  have  bcaa  tiead, 
that  eoniianed  silaoee  on  mv  part  would  ill  be- 
come me,  who  had  submitted  to  this  Hoiue  th« 
oricinBl  proposition.  While  this  sstieci  waa 
underdebate  before  the  Csmmitteeof  the  Whola, 
I  did  not  uke  the  floor,  and  I  avatlmyaelf  of  (bia 
occasion  to  aokoowledge  my  obligattons  lo  Bf 
frieads,  (Uesars.  Tayi.ob  and  MlLLa,)  fot  tlw 
mannet  in  which  they  stippotted  my  amesi4- 
a  lime  when  I  was  unable  to  pariaks  i» 


the  debate.    I  had  oaiy  on  that  day  returned  fro 
a  jowrncy  iona  in  il*  eaieut,  and   painful  in  its 
occasion;  and,  from  an  affeetioB  oi  my  breast,  I 


ceatd  not  then  speak;  I  cannot  yet  hope  K 
jusliee  lo  the  subject,  bat  I  do  hope  to  say  enDU|[h 
to  assure  my  friends  that  I  have  not  ^/t  tbcox  u 
the  conifoveray,  and  i«  convince  the  opponcnla 
of  the  measure,that  their  violence  has  not  driMS 
me  from  the  debate. 

Bir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Missoori, 
(Hr.  SooTT,)  who  has  jast  lesamed  hisseat,lM« 
told  us  of  the  idee  of  March,  and  has  eaatieacd 
mu"  biuare^  the ftU«^  Omar  tmdqfRoBta," 
Another  geniieman,  (Mr.  Cobs,)  from  Oeorgia, 
in  addition  to  other  ezptestioos  of  great  wannih, 
has  said,  "that,  if  we  persist,  the  llnioa  will  fra 
dissolved  i"  and,  with  a  look  fixed  on  me,  hat 
told  Us,  "  we  have  kindled  a  fire  which  all  tbc 
waters  of  the  ocean  cannot  put  eai,  which  acat 
of  blood  eait  only  exiinjgaish." 

Sir,  laaguage  nf  this  aai t  has  ma  elect  on  ma; 
my  parpose  is  fixed,  it  is  interwovsa  with  my  ei^ 
istaaee,  lis  dnnbiliiy  is  lioiiied  with  my  tiie^  it 
is  a  gpsat  and  glorious  causey  setting  boaads  lo  a 
slavery  the  most  cruel  and  debasiM  the  worU 
ever  witnessed;  it  is  the  freedom  of  man;  it  ia 
MBse  of  unndeemed  and  UDRgeiwiated  lia- 
man  beings. 

Bu,  if  a  dissdniion  of  the  Union  must  laha 
plaoe,  let  it  be  so !  If  civil  war,  which  gaatl^ 
mea  so  mack  thieaicn,  mual  eome,  I  can  oaly 
say,  let  it  come  I  Uj  bold  on  life  is  probably  aa 
frail  as  that  of  any  man  who  now  hears  me ;  hM, 
while  that  hold  Issi*,  it  ahall  be  devoted  lo  the 
service  c^  my  cottatr y— to  the  freedom  of  maa. 
If  blood  [aaasessary  laextiaaniah  any  fire  wkiek 
I  have  assisted  to  kindlai  1  can  assure  genlla 
men,  while  I  regret  (be  necessity,  I  shall  net  ft^ 
bear  to  oontribiM  my  mite.  Sir,  the  violenoa  t* 
whioh  gentlemen  have  resorted  on  this  sabjoat 
will  not  move  my  purpose,  nor  drive  me  from  my 

ekce.  1  have  the  fortune  and  ihe  honor  to  stand 
re  as  the  repecsentative  of  frcMsen,  who  po»- 
seea  intdligeaea  to  know  (heir  rif^ts,  who  hare 
the  spirit  to  maintain  ihsm.  Whatever  might 
be  my  own  private  sentiments  on  this  subjee^ 
sMndiag  here  as  the  repteseolative  of  olMf^ 
00  choice  is  left  me.  1  know  the  will  of  mr 
coostitaeDts,  and,  regardless  of  consequences,  I 
will  avow  it;  as  their  lepreseautive,  I  wUl  pro> 
claim  their  hatrtd  to  slavery  in  every  shape  >  aa 


uoe 


BiaroBT  OF  ccaraiuus. 


laee 


FsmiuaT,  ISIt. 


tbrir  icpfCMDtaiiv*,  kers  will  I  hold  m;  stand, 
nnlil  Ulis&oor,  with  the  Conttjtatian  of  mf  coon- 
trf  which  tBpiMriaiiiabtllHiik  btaecih  ne.  If  I 
an  doomed  to  fall,  I  thall  at  ImsC  hmt  the  imIq- 
fill  eDDMtuion  to  balieve  that  I  fall,  as  a  frig- 
mtBt,  in  ihe  rvint  of  107  eountTy. 

8ir,  the  grathman  from  Viiaiiua(l(r.Goi3- 
•nm)  ha«Be«Bied  my  hoDonhlafriand,  from  New 
Hampthire,  (Mr.  Liviuiobb)  of  "ipeakiag  to 
the  galleriet,  anil,  hy  hit  tainas*,  andMiroritig 
to  exflite  a  lerrile  war;"  and  ha*  ended  by  aef- 
iBg,  "  he  11  BO  better  tlun  Arbnihnot  or  Ambria- 
t«r ;  and  deterres  no  better  fair."  Bir,  when  I 
bc«r  aneb  language  niteted  upon  Ihle  floor,  and 
within  this  Honae,  1  aa  eonUraiDed  to  coouder 
it  u  haaiy  and  eointended  kngtmce,  reiottiog 
fton  the  Teheraenoe  of  debnte,  and  not  really 
■ntendii>g  the  permal  indeeorom  the  espceMons 
WodU  leem  to  iedieste.  [Mr.  OoLeron  asked 
to  eiplain,  and  said  he  had  not  diBtincUy  noder- 
atood  Hr.  T.  Mr.  Lithhokii  called  on  Mr.  C. 
to  itaie  the  exprenioni  he  had  nsed.  Mr.  C. 
drat  Mid  be  bad  no  explanation  to  give.}  Hr. 
TxLUUiraa  nid  he  had  none  to  a*k ;  he  oontin- 
aed  lo  say,  he  would  not  believe  any  gentleoHiD 
on  this  floor  would  eommii  10  great  an  indeeo- 
rma  against  any  member,  or  againtt  the  dignity 
of  the  HoQM,  as  to  use  sneb  expressions,  realty 
intending  the  meanins  which  the  words  seem 
to  import,  end  which  lad  been  uttered  against 
tfae  gentleman  from  New  Hampsbit*.  [Hr.NsL- 
cos,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,  called  to  order,  and 
eoid  no  peieonel  remarks  would  be  allowed.]  Mr. 
T>  said,  he  rejoiced  the  Cbaii  was  at  length 
•roaeed  to  a  lense  of  its  dnties.  The  ddtate  had, 
for  eeveral  days,  pn^ressed  with  nneqaaUed  vi- 
olence, and  all  was  iq  order ;  bat  low,  when  at 
B  side  is  to  b»  resisted, 
ant  of  order.  I  rejoiee, 
enid  Hr.  T.,  at  the  diseovery,  approve  of  the  ad- 
monition, while  I  am  protid  to  say,  it  has  no  rel- 
enney  to  ne.  It  is  my  boaai  (hat  I  never  uttered 
an  nnuieodly  pereonal  remark  on  this  flow,  bat 
I  wish  it  diiiinetly  understood  that  the  immnto- 
Uo  laws  of  self-defeaee  will  jastify  going  to  gnat 
te»gthe,and  that,  in  the  fatare  progrees  of  this 
debate,  the  rights  of  defanee  wonld  be  regarded. 
Sir,  baa  it  alrendy  come  to  this)  that  in  ae Con- 
gress of  the  United  States— that,  in  the  le^ala- 
nre  caancils  of  rcpnfalicaa  Ameeiea,  the  snmeet 
ol  slavery  has  become  n  subject  of  so  much  leel- 
iDg~of  inch  deliesey— of  such  danger,  that  it 
eaaaot  safely  be  discossed  1  Are  member*  who 
ventore  (0  exi»ese  their  seniiments  on  ibis  sub- 
ject 10  be  aceiued  of  talking  to  the  galleries,  with 
inteat  to  excite  e  servile  war }  and  of  meriting 
the  fate  of  Arbuthooi  and  Ambristerl  Are  we 
to  be  told  of  the  diitolotion  of  the  Union  ;  of  civil 
wnr,  and  of  seas  of  blood  1  And  yet,  with  inch 
awful  tbieateninga  before  ns,  do  gentlemen,  in 
the  same  breath,  insist  npon  the  enconiageroent 
of  this  evil  i  npon  the  exiensioa  of  ibis  monstrous 
scourge  of  the  human  tscel  An  evil  so  fraught 
with  such  dire  ealamitiei  to  iuB*individuab,and 
to  oar  nation,  and  threatening,  in  its  progress,  to 
overwhelm  the  civil  and  religious  intitutions  of 


safe  to  discuss  it  on  this  floor, and  it  canai 
pass  onder  consideruion  as  a  proper  anbiect  for 
^neril  legislation,  wbai  will  be  the  result  when 
It  is  spretd  through  vour  widely  extended  do- 
nuie!  Its  present  threaieaing  aspect,  and  the 
violence  of  its  supporters,  so  far  from  inducing 
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met,  and  the  exiensioD  of  ibe  evil  must  now  be 
prevented,  or  Ibe  occasion  is  irrecoverably  lost, 
aad  Ibe  evil  eeo  never  be  oocirasied. 

Sir,  extend  rour  view  across  the  Mississippi, 
over  year  newly  acquired  territory ;  a  territory 
so  far  surpassing  in  extent  the  limits  of  your 

E resent  country,  ibat  that  country  which  gave 
irth  to  your  nation,  which  achieved  your  Rev- 
olution, coesolidateil  your  Union,  farmed  your 
Consltluiion,  and  has  subsequently  acquired  so 
much  glory,  hangs  but  as  an  appends^  to  Ute 
extended  empire  over  which  your  republican  Qov- 
ernmeni  is  now  called  to  bear  sway.  Look  down 
the  long  viata  of  futurity.  Sea  your  empire,  in  ex- 
lent  unequalled ;  in  advantageous  situation  with- 
out a  parailel;  and  occupying  all  the  valuable 
port  of  our  aootineot.  -  Behold  this  extended  em- 

Sire,  inhabited  by  the  hardy  sons  of  American 
-ee men— knowing  their  rights,  and  inheriting 
the  will  10  protect  tbem — owners  of  Ibe  soil  on 
which  they  Hv^  aod  interested  in  the  iasiitutione 
whiob  tbey  labor  to  defend— with  two  oceans  lav- 
iog  ^our  shores,  and  tributary  to  your  purpose* 
bearing  on  tbeir  bosoms  Ihe  aommerce  of  your 

Eople.  Gampared  to  youtSj  the  OoverDmeots  of 
urope  dwindle  Into  iesigninoaace,  and  the  whole 
world  ie  without  a  parallel.  But,  sir,  reverse  this 
scene;  people  this  fair  dominioa  witii  the  slaves 
of  your  planters  1  extend  slavery — this  bane  of 
man,  this  abomination  of  heaven— over  your  ex- 
tended empire,  and  you  prepare  its  dissolution; 
you  tDTB  its  accumulated  strength  into  positive 
vreakoeas ;  you  cherish  a  conker  in  your  breast ; 
yea  pal  poison  to  your  bosom ;  you  place  a  vultoce 
on  your  neat t— 4ih.  you  whet  the  dagger  aitd  place 
it  in  the  hands  of  a  portion  of  your  population, 
stimnlated  to  oh  it,  by  every  tie,  human  and  di- 
vine. The  envions  contrast  between  yont  bap- 
pine**  and  their  misery,  between  your  liberty  and 
their  slavery,  must  constantly  prompt  them  to  ac- 
complish your  ilesiructioD.  Vour  enemies  will 
learn  the  source  aod  the  cause  of  your  wesknno. 
As  often  as  internal  dapgers  shall  threaten,  or  in- 
ternal commoiioDs  await  you,  you  will  then  real- 
ixe,  that,  by  your  own  |vocutemeDi,  you  have 
placed  amidst  your  familier,  and  in  the  bosom  of 
your  country,  a  populaiicn  produciog  at  once  the 
greatest  cause  of  individual  danger  and  of  na- 
tional weakness.  With  thie  defect,  your  Qov- 
ernment  mast  crumble  to  pieces,  and  your  people 
become  the  scoff  of  the  world. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told,  with  apparent  coofl- 
deace.  that  we  have  no  right  to  annex  condiiione 
to  a  State  on  its  admission  into  the  Union ;  and 
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it  has  been  dfj^  that  tb«  propMc^  Bmendmnt, 
prohibittDg  Ike  fartlier  iatrodnetten  of  ilaTsry  m 
aneonsliraiioMl.  ThispMitioo,  antrted  iriihio 
maefa  eonfidetice,  remains  nnaapported  by  uaj 
■rgameat,  or  hj  any  aaihoritf  mrired  fron  Ike 
GoDatitDtioQ  iMf.  The  CooBlttniioa  atpo^y 
ittdkain  an  opposite  conehiitoB,  and  •earn*  to 
cantemplan  a  differeoee  between  Ibe  eld  and  (be 
new  Stales.  The  praeilee  of  the  OoTcrameDt 
k«8  (taeimicd  thu  oiffereaet  in  manf  reapeei*. 

The  thhd  aeeiion  of  the  fourth  artiele  of  the 
CosalilulioB  Hf  s,  "  netr  States  maf  be  admitted 
try  the  Congees  into  ih)«  Unioii,"  and  il  is  lileBt 
as  to  the  tensa  and  eoaditioDs  npoo  which  the 
new  States  maf  be  so  admhted.  The  Air  infer- 
eaoe  from  tbii  silenee  is,  that  the  Geagren  which 
might  admit,  ihonld  (weaerlbe  (he  time  aad  the 
leims  of  raeh  admiMioD.  The  tenib  Mction  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Coastilutiw  sa^t,  "  (he  mi- 
'  (tratioB  or  inponation  of  voch  T>er«ons  as  any 
'  of  the  Stale*  now  existing;  shall  think  proper 
'  to  admh,  shall  not  be  prohibiied  hj  (he  Congress 
<  prior  to  the  year  1808."  The  words  "  now  ex- 
isting" clearly  show  the  dhtioolioo  (br  whieh  ¥re 
conteod.  The  word  elotw  is  newhere  mentioned 
in  the  OoBitinitkiB,  bat^this  aeetioB  has  alwafB 
been  considered  as  applicable  u>  them,  and  «■>- 
qneationablr  reseived  the  rirht  to  prohibit  their 
Importatioi]  inta  woj  new  State  before  the  year 

OoDgtess,  therefcve,  hare  newer  over  the  »b- 
ject,  probablr  a*  a  matter  of  legif latloa,  hot  nnre 
certainly  as  a  right,  to  prescriM  the  tima  aad  the 
eonditioB  upon  whteh  mv  new  Stale  nay  be 
adnutted  into  the  fanilf  ef  the  Unios.    Sir,  the 


d  with  cradliiow'and  limti- 
suons.  The  Mrrtior^  is  Faqaired  w  nkeaees- 
ms,  and  is  to  be  admitted  our  on  eondtlion  that 
it  hire  forty  tbonsnnd  iBhabitants.  I  have  al- 
ready snbmmed  MneBdmenti  ptvTenttu  the 
Slate  from  taiioff  the  laqds  of  the  Dniied  Siktes, 
and  deelarlDg  atTmrigsbk  waters  shall  remain 
open  to  the  o Aer  States,  Mid  be  ennpi  ff«m  aftjr 
tolls  or  daliei.  And  ny  fri«id  (Mr.  Tatlor) 
has  submitted  amendments  prokibriing  lh«  Stale 
from  taxing  sotdien'  lands  for  the  peri*d  of  five 
Yean.  And  to  all  these  amendneMs  we  have 
neard  no  objection;  they  hare  Msaed  mtmti- 
moody.  Bnt  now, when  an  amendment  prshib- 
llrag  the  further  introdnclion  ef  slaTepy  ie  pro- 
posed, the  whole  Home  is  [rat  in  agitaiien,  aad 
we  are  confidently  told  that  il  is  aneoosiittrtioBal 
to  annex  conditions  on  the  admissloa  ef  a  new 
Bute  into  the  Union.  The  lesvll  of  all  this  is, 
thai  all  amendmenti  and  conditieiM  are  preper, 
which  suit  a  certain  class  of  gentlemen,  bat  wbM- 
eret  amendment  is  proposed,  which  does  sot 
comport  wilh  their  interests  or  their  riews,  is  mi- 
eonstitntional,  and  a  flagrant  Tiolktion  of  this 
■acred  ehirtet  of  our  rights.  In  order  to  beoon- 
■istent,  gentlemen  most  go  back  and  etrike  out 
the  TinoDs  amendments  to  which  they  have 
already  agreed.  The  ConsittiKion  applies  equally 
to  all,  or  to  none. 
Sirj  we  bare  been  told  that  (his  ia  a  new  pria> 


eiple  for  whiali  we  eontend,  nevar  befbm  adopted, 
or  Itaoaght  of.  60  hr  fron  thla  btiag  eorroe^  it 
is  due  to  thememory  of  onrMMeatoeaioMy,  Bia 
an  old  prineiple,  •donied  by  tben,  as  the  poliey' 
of  oor  eoanlry.  Whenever  the  Uaiied  SUMs 
have  bad  the  right  and  the  power,  ibey  here 
karetofore  preveated  the  eMiantlon  <d  alavary. 
The  Satea  of  Keonwhy  and  Teaaeesee  wan 
taken  off  from  other  Bum,  and  ware  Mwifwl 
inw  the  Union  withont  eoMitioii,  because  thefr 
lands  were  oever  osvned  by  tbt  United  Stai««- 
The  Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio  is  alt  the 
land  whieh  ever  beloogvd  to  then.  Shortly  afWr 
(he  eeatioa  of  thoee  famde  to  the  Uaion,  Cotigiew 
pasMd,  in  1787.  a  eoa^aet  which  «n*  dcourad 
to  be  ntnltei^xe,  the  souh  ankle  of  whieh  pr!»> 
ridca  that  'Hbeie^aU  beMtOereiwery  vurte- 
voltmlary  tervUnde  m  the  said  temtmy,  otket- 
wiee  than  In  the  pnnbhsent  for  nrimes,  wheravf 
(he  fttttf  shall  have  been  duly  convicted."  In 
ponuanoe  of  this  eompaei,  »ii  the  Statea  faemwd 
from  that  terrllory  hare  been  admilied  km»m  tine 
Union  apon  varioiu  eoisidentianB,  and  aweiig 
whieh  the  sixth  aniole  of  this  eompnm  is  ia- 
eladed  as  one. 

Let  f  estlemen  alao  advert  to  the  lew  for  Ike 
admission  of  the  State  of  Lonisiuia  into  the 
Union:  they  will  find  itfilkd  with  eonditioaa. 
It  was  retailed  not  only  to  Carai  a  eonscitti^ea 
apon  the  priaeiiiles  of  a  vepoUioaa  aoTeneaeni. 
bai  it  was  reqaired  le  eeatain  the  "fiindaaieaaBt 
ptiaeiples  of  civil  aad  relfioDe  liberty."  It  was 
even  M^aiivd,  as  a  eoaditiaa  af  ita  ainiaao^  «o 
ke^  iu  reeerds  aad  it*  jadicW  and  leghdatjee 
pnxeediagt  is  the  Bn^iah  taimage;  and  alaa  la 
sacafe  ibe  trial  by  jary,  aaa  to  anrMadar  all 
eiataa  to  viiappto|HiaMd  landa  in  the  Menlary, 
widi  Ike  prohibiiiaa  to  tax  any  ef  the  DaiM 
Btaaas  lands. 

Afier  ikis  bag  pMoiiea  tmA  ooaatant  asajw  to 
amex  ceadl(i«BS  to  tke  adonasloa  of  a  State  iato 
Ike  Unfan,  wMl gaattaaea  yei  tell  as  it  isanaaa- 
stitmioiial,  aad  laUtaf  ear  |«iBcipleBbein(  aovel 
aad  cxmerdiaaiy  7  II  kat  beea  said  that,  if  Au 
aaHndUeBt  prenUs,  we  shall  have  an  aasaa  of 
State*  poaaaasiog  nocqaal  ri^ia.  Aad  wa  kave 
beea  aaked,  wMtker  wt  wished  te  me  anefa  a 
"oheaaefad  naioaT'  -  8b,  we  kave  alraady  aooh 
an  Uatoa.  If  ike  prebibaiiDa  of  slavery  ia  tke 
daaial  af  a  rigfa^  and  eaastitoles  a  ehoqnetad 
anion,  gladly  woold  I  beheld  eaeh  tight*  deaiad, 
and  such  a  eheqaer  spread  over  every  Btata  ia 
the  Unoa.  It  ia  now  spnad  over  the  Slala* 
BOitkwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  forms  the  gimf  aad 
(be  sMaaflth  of  those  Btaaes.  I  k^>e  it  wiU  be 
extended  from  the  Uississippi  rinr  la  iha  Fneific 
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Bmeodment  eannet  be  received,  heoanse  it  is  . 
Irary  to  (be  treaty  and  cesstea  of  Loolssaaa. 
"  Article  S.  Tke  iahabiiMl*  of  tke  eedad  lerti- 
'  lory  aball  be  iaeorporated  in  the  nana  of  tke 
'  Uoiled  Slates,  and  admiucd  aa  sooa  as  paaaiUs^ 
'  aeoordi^  to  the  principles  of  tke  Vedcsal  Caa- 
<  Miiatian,  10  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  mhtt, 
'  advantacea,  and  iaHaaaitiea  of  eitixsaa  «f  the 
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'  XfaiM  Statei ;  ni,  in  tkt  neniime,  thtj  BhaH 
*  be  mainttlKd  nd  proteoted  is  (ho  frva  eBJof- 
'  i»c«t  of  tboir  likortf ,  (vopntr,  and  Ihe  petlgioa 
'  irtiioh  ib«r  proroK."  I  And  uothiag,  mid  Ur. 
T^  itt  tkia  annlc  trf'  ibe  tiettj,  igeowpaiiMe  wHtt 
tb«  propoofd  amendmeat.  Tba  riehts,  adraa- 
trngn,  >i>d  imoKinitln  of  oMzeiw  or  tin  United 
SMMaaraguMaoiiod  totboiahabitaBtaof  Loai^- 
imam.  If  one  of  Umbi  iboiild  dtooae  to  remora 
iM«  Virpaia,  ba  eonM  taka  faia  tlarei  with  bim ) 
Uni  if  be  naqrcB  to  lodiana,  or  aaf  ot  tbs  Sum 
■onfawoitof  tk»Ohio,  h«  cannot  taka  bittlarea 
«iali  hioi.  If  tha  proiMaed  amendmcDt  preraili, 
tita  iafaabitanta  of  LoniaJaaa  ot  the  ciliiens  of 
t(M  Uaittd  Statca  can  neitbar  of  tbetn  tak« 
alsaa*  iaiD  (bo  Suta  of  HlMoari.  All,  thcre- 
AiN^  mxy  eajo*  eqoal  pri*ll«gca.  It  is  a  diubil- 
itr,  or  what  I  call  a  bleMJngr,  aanesad  to  tba 
pwtienlai  diitrfei  of  ooanlrr,  and  Id  no  manaeT 
aMMbcd  (o  the  iodividml.  But,  said  Mr.  T^ 
wfaila  I  have  no  doubt  that  tba  irMty  ooataiM  no 
■olid  oibjeetlaa  agaiact  the  propeaed  amendmeot, 
fat  if  it  did,  it  wobM  not  altar  Skf  deteminaiion 
onUiasiibjcet.  Tba8eiiaM,Mtlieireat]r-iiMkiDf 
powarof  oarOoTxramant,  bars  iwitber  tba  ntht 
M»  Ibe  BOwartoatipat«ta,biratnatr,tba  teraa 
1MD  wBioh  »  pe^M  aball  ba  adntiucd  into  tba 
Uniaai  Tbit  Ifonsa  hava  a  riffht  to  be  beard  on 
ike  atibjccl.  Tke  admteeioB  ur  a  Suia  into  tba 
Union  is  a  IwiaUtiTe  aoi,  wbick  raonirea  tba 
eoBcniTeoce  of  all  tba  departments  of  [egiriativa 
power.  It  ii  an  itaportant  piarogatiTa  of  this 
Jioase,  wbioh  I  b<^  will  Barer  be  aaiTettdered. 
Tba  seal  aad  the  ardor  of  gestlcfMa,  In  tba 
eMme  of  this  debate,  bat  iadieed  tbem  to  aa- 
iKHiaoa  to  ihii  House,  that,  if  ws  periitt  and 
fotcai  the  State  af  Miasonri  to  acoeda  to  the  pra- 
paaed  anModneni^  at  the  condition  of  her  admtc 
rioB  iaio  iha  Uaioo,  she  will  disre^rd  it,  and,  as 
aooB  as  admitted,  wdl  aliet  ber  Conititation,  and 
iairodMO  slaver*  Into  bar  larritorr.  Bir,  I  an 
strt  DOW  prepaaaa,  nor  ie  it  nteemra  to  deternfae 
what  would  be  Ike  eoiMequenae  ol  ao^  a  Yiola- 
liao  af  faith — of  Mch  a  dapartnia  ftom  the  fna- 
dMMcatal  coa&iofe  of  bar  adniiiion  into  tba 
Unioa.  I  wvnU  not-cati  apoo  »  peo^aefoal 
mm  imtMation  aa  la  baliave  tber  wouM  be  guilty 
*r  sM  frandntaM  dapliaitr.  The  StaKe  nortb- 
WMt  of  tha  Ohio  have  at)  regarded  tke  faiib  and 
tba  eandtliOD  of  iba^  adaiiiaioD )  and  there  is  no 
raMoa  m  beUava  tba  people  of  Miannti  will  aot 
ale*  Nfard  ihairt.  Bat,  lir,  wbenarar  a  State, 
adaiitted  into  the  Utflon  shall  dinvgard  aad  set 
u  naagbt  tha  fDndanteatal  oaaditio*  of  its  adeaie- 
aia«,  aod  siMllfiii  riolaiioa  of  all  ftiib,  anderlabe 
to  hivT'a'tazapoDibaUwh  of  tha  United  Btiatn, 
ov  a  toll  apon  ibetr  aarigabta  w*Wra,  or  iatre- 
dMo  elarorr,  wbeie  CoDgvesi  have  prohibited  it, 
theo  it  will  be  in  liac  to  deMtmitte  tbe  eorno- 
qwnc*.  But,  sir,  if  tba  ihraawwd  eouMquaoeaa 
wara  Itaawn  to  ba  ibo'cattai*  roMlt,  yat  would  1 
iaiiat  BpoB  tba  pn^Moed  ameodmeot.  Tbe  dee- 
laiMloQ  of  ibi*  HoOM,  the  Jeahaod  wiU  of  (be 
I  prohibit  ilaTary,  waold  prodoce  iti 


laaral  rfeei,  and  stand  at  one  of  tlie  brightest 
"""    BawUoiouraDBBiry.    "'     ■ "     ' 


Sir,ilhubacftBrgod, 


nMk  great  plavaibiUtr,  ibat  waibntd  spriad  tb» 
■taroB  now  ia  onr  eonntrf,  and  ibtu  spread  tba 
evil,  ratbar  than  oonfina  it  to  its  tneacat  diatricM. 
It  has  been  said,  we  should  therecy  dimiaish  tha 
dan^rsfVom  them,  while  we  iacreate  the  meana 
of  ifieir  linng,  audatigBenttheiraomfortE.  BiK, 
sir,  yon  auy  rest  aeaired  thai  this  remoalBg  ia 
fallaeioDs,  aod  that,  while  slavery  is  admitted, 
iba  market  will  be  snppUed.  Oar  coast,  and  its 
contigvity  to  the  Weet  ladiei  and  Ifae  Spaaiah 
poetessioBs,  render  eaey  the  introdtiction  of  dafea 
into  M»  oomtry.  Our  laws  ate  already  highly 
penal  against  (beir  iatrodnctioB,  and  yet  it  i>  a 
well  koowa  fact,  that  aboat  fourteen  thoosand 
^res  have  bees  brought  idIo  oar  country  this 
last  year. 

Sir,  sioee  we  have  bem  engaged  ia  ibis  detate, 
we  hare  witneBsed  an  ^oeidaiioti  of  this  arga> 
ment,  of  bettering   tbe  conditioD  of  slaves,  DT 


rer,  a  trafficker  iohamanfleah.asif  seBlb]rPror- 
ideaee,  bas  passed  the  door  of  yonr  Capilol,  oB 
his  way  to  tbe  Weat,  driving  before  bim  abcnit 
Sftae*  of  iheae  wretched  rieiinn  of  hi*  powen 
Tbe  male^  who  might  laiae  Ifae  arm  M  rei^ 
geanca,aod  retaliate  foriheir  wrongs,  were  band- 
ealTad,  end  ebalaed  >o  e«eh  other,  while  tbe  fe- 
males and  children  ware  marched  in  their  r< 


wiadows  of  CoBgrets  Hall,  and  riewed  by  mei»- 
bers  who  compose  tbe  legislatire  conneils  of 
RmUieaB  America  1 

Sir,  in  the  eonrse  of  the  debate  on  this  subjee^ 
we  hare  bean  told  that,  fkon  the  long  habit  of 
tke  Soatbera  isd  Western  peD|rfe,  the  posseatlon 
of  slares  has  beeome  neccsMrf  to  them,  and  an 
esseaiiat  reqaiaite  in  their  living.  It  has  been 
arged,  from  the  aaiore  of  the  climate  aad  soil  of 
the  Souitfcrn  coantriee,  that  the  laads  cannot  be 
aecnpied  or  euliivated  without  stBves.  It  baa 
been  said  that  the  slaves  praiper  in  tboae  plaeee, 
and  that  they  are  aettch  batter  08  there  tbaa  in 
their  own  native  oonntrv.  We  have  even  been 
told  tbai,  if  wa  svaeee*,  uid  prewnt  slavery 
aerose  tbe  ttiMiMippi,we  shall  graattyletaia  IM 
valoe  ef  pronarty  ihvre^  and  enaH  reierd,  for  a 
tang  sariei  of  years,  tbe  seHlanent  of  that  eoaa* 
try. 

Str,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  the  Westera  eoonlty  eafr- 
not  be  tattled  wttbont  stoves,  gMty  wo«M  I 
vent  iu  aaitleneDt  tlU^  tiaaa  ahall  be  00  nom 

Ibis  ckaa  «f  argnmeniB  is  to  jHavnil,  it  sets  alt 
morals  at  defanee,  and  we'Bfe  eallad  to  legislate 
OB  tbe  sBbjee^  as  a  mMaer  of  mere  personal  in- 
terest. If  this  is  to  be  tbe  cwa,  repeal  all  yaw 
law*  prohlhiiing  Ibe  riave  IrMet  throw  open 
this  tnJIc  to  the  cammnoialGhateaof  the  Bastj 
aad,  if  it  belter  the  eonditiao  of  these  wretched 


preve 
tfifat 


eu  ABwrioa.  But,  air,  I  will  net  east  npoa  this 
or  npoa  that  geatlemaa  an  impMaiioB  so  aagrn- 
oieatlai  the  ootwIasioB  to  which  ihair  a^^nmcMt 
woald  Docenarily  lead.  I  do  net  brieve  any 
gaoilcawn  en  this  floor  ca«ld  beta  advocate  the 
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iUre  xnie.  or  miialUD,  in  tbckbKnet,  iIm  prui> 
siples  or  tlaTerr-  1  will  noi  oatraje  tbe  deco- 
tpm,  DOT  iotall  ihe  digDiijr  of  thu  Houac,  bf  at- 
icmpitD^  to  srgae  in  ihia  pliec,  ms  an  abilrtet 
proiwdiioD,  ihe  moral  rigbt  of  tiaver)'-  How 
gladlf  trooldtbe ''ItgUituatM  of  Europe  cbaokte" 
le  find  an  Anterican  CoagMM  in  debate  on  auefa 

A*an«vil  broH^bl  upoa  ua  wilbout  our  own 
tt»\%,  before  the  lormetioD  of  our  GoTernmieiit, 
and  as  one  of  tbe  sin*  of  ihai  naiios  from  wbich 
we  have  rerolled,  we  most  of  Dec«uity  legi»Ul« 
upon  ibia  aubjeci.  Il  [a  our  boaincaa  ao  to  legia- 
late,  aa  never  to  eneourage,  but  alwajri  to  cob' 
trot  ibia  efil;  anil,  wbile  we  airiTs  to  eradicate 
it.  wB  ought  to  Sx  ita  limiia,  and  render  i(  aubor- 
dinate  to  the  safety  of  the  white  population,  and 
tbegoo4  order  of  ciril  aociety. 

Sir,  on  tbia  aubject  the  eyes  of  Snrope  era 
turned  npon  you.  Ton  boaat  of  ibe  freeoom  of 
your  ConatilDlioB  and  your  lawi ;  yon  bav«  pro* 
ttlaimed,  in  th«  DeeUtattoQ  of  lodependeBce, 
"  Tbat  all  nan  are  eieaud  ei)<»l ;  tbat  they  an 
■■dowed  by  tbeir  Cmtor  with  oerMin  inuiea- 
ablerighia;  that  unftD^t  theae  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pnnnit  of  hnppinett ;"  and  yet  you  have 
•larei  in  your  oonntty.  The  anemiea  of  yoar 
QovernmeDt,  and  the  legilimatea  of  Barope, 
point  lo  your  ineooaiiteoetea,  and  blazon  your 
■appofcd  defect!.  If  you  allow  slarery  to  paas 
into  Terriloiica  where  you  have  the  lawful  powef 
to  exclude  il,  you  will  jnaily  take  upon  yonraelf 
all  the  charges  of  ineoDsiateacy  i  but,  confine  il 
10  tbe  original  slaveholdiog  Staiea,  where  yon 
found  it  at  the  fomatiou  of  your  QoTerniueni, 
and  you  aland  acquiiteU  of  all  imputation. 

Sir,  ihia  ia  a  aubjeci  upon  which  I  bare  great 
feeling  for  the  honor  of  my  country.  In  a  former 
debate  upon  the  Illinois  constitution^  I  menlioDed 
Umi  oar  ennmiet  had  drawn  a  picture  of  our 
nonntry,  m  boldiog  in  one  band  the  DeclaratioK 
of  Independence,  waA  with  tbe  other  brandiahiag 
a  whip  orer  our  affrighted  aUrei.  I  then  made 
it  my  boaat  that  we  could  cast  back  upon  Eng- 
land the  acGUaatioD,  and  that  she  bad  connnilted 


the  original  ain  of  bringiitg  alavte  imo  oar  eonie 
try.  Sir,  I  hare  ainoe  raoeired,  tbroivh  the  poet 
office^  a  Idler,  pott  marked  in  Bonih  Carolina, 
and  sieoed  '-A  nolive  ^England,"  desiring  that, 
when  I  again  had  oceaai«i  to  repeat  my  boast 
against  England,  I  would  alao  state  thai  ahe  had 
atoned  for  EerwigiMilaiiL  by  eatablishiog  ia  her 


Ure  coloniee  a  ayalem  of  bnmaBe  laws,  anielio- 
atiag  their  aoadilioa,  and  pioridins  for  "^"- 
aafeiy,  while  Aaierica  had  cominilted  the 


dary  sin  of  diaregaiding  their  coadition,  and  bad 
cren  provided  laws  far  which  it  waa  not  murder 
to  kill  a  slave.  Sir,  1  felt  tbe  severity  of  the  re- 
proof; I  fait  for  inr  oonntry,  I  haveinquireid 
on  Ihe  flubjeci,  and  I  find  such  were  fonierly  the 
laws  in  some  of  the  alaveholdicg  Sutes;  and 
that  even  now,  ia  the  Stale  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
by  law.  the  penally  of  death  is  provided  for  ateat 
ing  a  slave,  wbile  the  murder  of  a  slave  ia  pou' 
is&ed  by  a  trivial  fine.  Sueb,  air,  ie  thaeooiiaai 
and  tbe  relative  nliu  wbteh  ia  plaead,  (d  the 


Sir,  gen 

aad  lodiaw  odious  contrasts  between  differeat 
aeetioaa  of  our  ccnntry  ;  I  ahall  oot  combat  such 
argumenia;  I  have  made  no  pteteaee  to  excln- 
airv  morality  OD  this  snhject,  either  for  myaelf 
or  my  coosiituenta  j  not  bave  I  oast  any  impv- 
tations  on  others.  On  Ihe  contrary,  I  hold,  that 
mankind  under  like  circamataooaa  are  alike,  (be 
world  over.  Tbe  vicious  and  th«  anpiiacipM 
are  confined  to  no  diatrict  of  country ;  and  ic  ta 
for  ihia  portion  of  the  community  w«  ate  booail 
to  legialate.  When  honorable  gentlemen  inform 
us  we  overrate  tbe  cruelty  and  Ihe  dajwereof 
(lavery.aDd  tell  na.that  their  slaves  are  haray 
ud  oonlcDted,  and  would  even  contribute  to  tbeit 
safely,  they  leJl  aa  hul  vny  little;  they  d«  not 
tell  ut,  that  while  tkeit  slaves  are  han>r,  cba 
slave*  of  some  depraved  and  eniel  wretch,  iJi 
their  neighborhoad,  may  not  be  ttimnlatad  ta 
revenge,  and  ibu*  involve  the  aonntry  in  min. 
If  we  had  to  legialate  only  far  inch  gantlemra 
aa-ara  now  emiwaeed  wiihia  my  viewi  a  law 
agaiaat  robbing  the  mail  wooM  be  a  diagnoe 
upon  tbe  nation  i  aad,  as  uaelcaa,  1  would  tear  it  . 
from  the  pages  o(  your  statute  biwk ;  yet  aad  ax- 
parienca  baa  (aught  a*  the  necessity  of  aoeli 
laws;  and  honor,  juatice,  and  policy,  teach  v 
the  witdem  of  legislating  to  limit  the  ezienaioa 
of  slavery. 

Sir,  in  the  steal  lo  draw  sectional  contraats,  we 
bare  oeen  told  by  oae  gentleman,  tbat  gcntlemMi 
from  one  diatrict  of  country  talk  of  tbeir  itligioB 
and  their  morality,  wbile  thoee  of  another  prae- 
tiae  it.  And  tbe  superior  liberality  baa  been  as- 
serted of  Soutbarn  gentlemen  over  thoae  of  the 
North,  in  all  oontriButions  to  moral  ioatitulioBa, 
for  Bible  and  misaioaary  aoeiatiea.  Sit,  1  undet- 
aiand  too  well  tbe  parsuit  of  my  purpoaa  to  be 
decoyed  and  drawn  off  into  tbe  diicaadoa  of  ■ 
collateral  subjecL  I  have  no  inelioaiion  to  cmh 
trovert  these  aaaartioDa  {rf*  comparative  liharality. 
Althoagh  I  have  no  idea  (hey  are  founded  in  fact, 
yet,  because  it  belter  suits  tbe  object  of  my  mf 
ant  argumenl, I  will, on  ihisoccasioD,admit  tacM 
lo  th«  fullest  extent.  And  whnt  is  the  reauUf 
Southern  gentlemen,  by  their  superior  libomJity 
in  contributioBa  to  moral  insiitationa,  justly  aland 
in  the  first  rank,  and  liold  the  fint  place  ia  the 
brightest  page  ofthe  history  of  tha  country.  BnL 
turn  over  this  page,  and  what  do  yon  behoUJ 
You  heboid  them  coottibatiog  to  teach  th«  doe- 
irinea  of  Cbriatianily  in   every  quarter  of  the 

Kbe.  You  behold  them  legislating  ta  aeaare 
ignorance  aad  atapiditv  of  their  own  alaveai 
You  behold  then  pinctifaiDg,  by  law,  paoatttet 
against  the  man  thai  dare*  teach  a  negro  la  taad. 
Such,  sir,  ia  the  atatute  law  of  the  Stale  of  Vi^ 
gioia.  [Mr.  Bashtt  and  Mr.  Tvua  said  that 
there  was  no  aach  law  in  Virginia.]  No,  air,  said 
Mr.  T.,  I  hare  mi»«poken  myseiift  1  otq^t  to 
have  aaid,  soch  is  the  etatnte  law  of  the  Suta  of 
Oeorgia.  Yea,  sir,  while  we  heat  of  a  libeimlity 
which  civiliBes  tbe  savagea  of  all  cotu tries,  ami 
carries  the  Ootpel  alike  to  tbe  HoUeaioi  aad 
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theHIadoo.ithasbeniTeaetTedforiheRepnblicBa 
Bute  of  OeoreUgDot  content  with  the  careoriit 
OTeneers,  (o  Ugittaie  to  secure  tbe  opprMslon 
and  the  igootance  of  their  slaves.  Thenan  wbo 
there  leacbes  a  negro  to  read  U  liable  to  a  erica- 
inal  proceoutiOD.  The  dark  benighted  beiogs  of 
all  creatioa  profit  by  oar  liberalilT— s^ra  tboie 
ODODrowapuDUIioDE.  Where  is  theniaaioaary 
i>lio  powenea  saG&cieot  hardibood  to  TfolQia  a 
ivaldetea  to  teach  tbe  alaves  of  a  plaotaiiioa  1 
Here  it  the  ataiD  1  Here  ia  th«  etignw  t  Which 
£MleM  npOQ  the  character  of  our  ceoMry ;  aad 
wkich,  in  the  aj^rapriate  Itagaage  of  thegeoUe- 
ttuo  Iron  Otorgia,  (Ur.  Cobb,)  all  tbe  weien  of 
tk«  oceaD  enBot  WMh  oat  {  wbiob  wma  of  Mood 
oan  odIt  take  away. 


sidered.  We  have  been  told  by  tboae  who  ad- 
TOcate  the  exteosioD  of  alarerj'  into  the  Miasoari, 
Uiai  aa^  citempi  to  eoalrol  thiaaubject  bjr  l^ii- 
tatioQ  IB  a  violation  of  thai  faith  and  tantaal 
confidence  opon  which  oar  Union  wai  formed 
and  oar  CoDatitation  adopted.  Thia  argumeDi 
might  be  coasideted  planaible,  if  the  rrairiction 
waa  attempted  to  be  enforced  againai  any  of  the 
•lirebolding  Biatea,  which  had  been  a  party 
in  the  adoption  of  the  Conatilntion.  Bat  it  can 
hare  no  reference  or  application  to  a  new  diatrict 
of  eooBtry  recently  acquired,  aod  nerer  contem- 
plated in  the  formation  of  the  Oorernmeni,  and 
not  embraced  in  tbe  mntnal  conceaaiona  and  de- 
clared faiih  tipon  which  the  Conatilntion  waa 
adopted.  The  ConsiitDiioo  provide)  that  the 
Representatirea  of  tbe  lereral  Sutea  to  tbia 
Home  ahall  be  according  to  their  numbers,  inclu- 
ding three-flfthi  of  the  Mtvea  in  the  reapeclive 
Stales.  ThIa  is  an  imporiani  benefit  yielded  to 
the  liarebotdiiig  States,  aa  one  of  ihe  mutual 
Mcrificea  for  the  Union.  On  tbia  anbjeci,  Leon- 
sider  the  faith  of  tbe  Union  pledged,  and  I  never 
would  atiempt  coercive  mannmiaaion  in  a  alave- 
holding  State. 

But  none  of  the  cauaea  which  induced  theaac- 
rifice  of  thia  principle,  and  which  now  produce 
aucb  an  onequal  repreaentatioo  of  the  free  popu- 
lation of  the  conntry,  eiisi  aa  becweea  ua  and  tbe 
newly  ae<)nired  lerritory  across  tbe  Misiisaippi. 
That  ponioa  of  country  haa  no  claims  to  aucb  an 
unequal  repreieniatioo,  trnjusi  in  its  results  upon 
the  other  States.  Are  the  numeroDi  slaves  in 
extensive  coontries,  which  we  may  acquire  by 
parchase,  and  admit  aa  Btatea  into  the  Union, 
at  once  to  be  represented  on  this  floor,  under  a 
clause  of  the  CoDstiiniion,  granted  as  a  compro- 
mise and  a  benefit  to  the  Bouibern  States  which 
had  borne  part  in  the  Revolutioa  7  Such  an  ex- 
tension of  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  would 
be  unjust  in  its  operations,  unequal  in  its  reaullt, 
and  a  violation  ofits  original  intention.  Abstract 
from  tbe  moral  effects  ofala very,  its  political  coa- 
aeqnences  in  the  representation  under  this  clause 
of  the  ConatituiioQ  demonstrate  Ihe  Importance 
of  the  proposed  amendment. 

Sir,  I  ahall  bow  in  aileoce  to  the  will  of  |be 
inajority,on  which  erer  aide  it  ahall  be  exptnaed; 


yet  I  eonfideotly  bope  that  mijoniy  will  befoond 
on  the  siile  of  an  amendroent,  so  replete  with 
moral  coosequences,  so  pregnant  with  important 
politic  results. 

After  a  long  debate  on  the  subject,  the  quea- 
tion  waa  taken  oa  agieeiog  to  the  Brat  member 
of  the  propoaed  amendment,  in  ihe  following 
words : 

"  That  tb*  hrther  iatrodnotiea  of  ■lavsrj'  or  invol- 
uniary  aMvilada  be  prDbibiledt  axoepl  for  Um  puaiahr 
m«nt  of  ctimM,  irhjsreaf  the  party  ahall  have  bMa 
duly  eoBvieled." 

Which  qacatioo  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas 87,  oaya  76,  as  followa ; 

TiAi — Mean.  Adama,  Allen,  Andanon  of  Peno- 

Stvaoia,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bennett, 
>den,  Ctmpbrti,  Cisgett,  Comstoek,  Crafts,  Cosh- 
mtn,  DariinglDn,  Drake,  Eibcotl,  Folaer,  FnDaT,  6age, 
Gilbert,  Hsie,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Basbratiek,  Ben- 
dricka,  Beriimer,  Bamck,  Heiitar,  Bltdteo^  Bop- 
kinsoD,  Boatetiei,  HiibtMid,  Banter,  BnntiQgleKi 
Irving  of  New  York,  Kinnj,  Srllan^  Lawyw,  Un- 
cOln,  Linn,  Livmniore,  W.  Haday,  W.  P.  Maeky, 
Han^and,  Maaon  of  S.  Uand,  Herrill,  MiOi,  Robert 
Mooie,  aamnei  Moore,  Mortoii,  MoMley,  MoTTay.lae- 
emiah  Cf  abon,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  PatterKm,  PawHng, 
Ptlkin,  Rica,  Rich,  Rieharda,  Rogen,  RngglM,  Bamp- 
aon.  Savage,  Bcbuyler,  Bcudder,  Sergeant,  Sherwood, 
Silsbee,  Southard,  Bpeacw,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Tany, 
Teaaphina,  Townamd,  Uphaig,  Wallace,  Wendoaer, 
Weaterlo,  Whitwide.  Wilkin,  WiUiatna  of  OouMCti- 
cot,  WilUanaof  New  York,  Wilson  of  Haaaachusetta, 
and  Wilson  of  Penoiylvania— 47. 

NAia — Means.    Abbott,   Anderson   of  Kentucky, 


Aoalin,  Ball,  Barbonr  of  Virginia,  Baaaalt,  Baylay, 
Bloomfield,  Blount,  Biyan,  Burwell,  Bnllei  of  Loo- 
\,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Cruger,  Cutbreth,  David- 


eon,  Deahs,  Edwards,  Errin  of  South  Carolina,  Piaber, 
Qamett,  Ball  of  Iforth  Carolina,  BarriHm,  Bobaea, 
Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Johnson  erf'  Kentoeky,  Jonea, 
Lewis,  Little,Lowndes,  McLanq  of  Delaware,  HoLaaa 
of  Lliaois,  MeOoy,  Man-,  MaMn  of  Maaaaohaaalta, 
Middlaton,  H.  NeboB,  T.  M.  Nelaon,  MaaUtt,  New, 
Nawtan,  Of  dan,  Owen,  Farratt,  Pagiaai,  FaMr,  Pia- 
dall.  Pleaaanta,  Poindeitar,  Reed,  Rhea,  BinggoliL 
Bobartaan,  Sawyer,  Satda,  Shaw,  SiafctM,  noouait^ 
S.  Smith,  BaL  Snith,  Alex.  Saylh,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spaad, 
Stewart  of  N.  CaioUiia,  Stewart  of  Maryland.  Slorra,  i 
Terrell,  Trimble,  Tncka  of  Virginia,  liackei  of  SoRlh 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker 
of  Keatoeky,  and  Wiliiama  of  North  Carolina— 76. 


is  in  the  following  words : 

"And  that  all  children  bora  wilhin  the  aaid  Slata, 
after  the  adnuMlon  tberaof  into  the  Union,  ahall  be 
fi«B  al  the  age  of  twao^-flTe  yeara." 

On  whfeh  qaeaiitm  the  vote  waa,  by  rau  and 
nava — for  the  aecond  perl  83,  againac  it  78,  aa 
follows : 

Y*xt — Messrs.  Adama,  Alien  of  Massacbasett^ 
Anderson  of  Pennaylronia,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Boden,  Clagett,  Comstoek,  Cralb,  Coabman, 
Darlington,  Drake,  EUicott,  Folger,  Poller,  Oage, 
Gilbert,  Hale,  BaD  of  Delaware,  Haabrouck,  Ben- 
diicka,  Harkimer,  Berrick,  Heiatar,  Bllehoock,  Bop- 
kinson,   Hoetattar,    Bnbbaid,   flnntar,   Bunthigtra, 
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Hanill,  KilU^  Bobert  Moon,  Buuoal  Moon,  Morton. 
MoMlej,  Mnrnj,  JeramiikNelMD,  Oglc,OiT,  Ptlmar, 
Ptttmam,  PawJini,  Pilkiu,  Ric*,  Bich,  Biehmrdi,  Ro- 
wm,  RnntM,  SamMon,  SsTtg*,  Scodder,  8«rv<u>t, 
Blienrooa,  SiUiee,  &  Smith,  Sonthud,  Spencer,  TtU- 
■•dg*,  l^ioT,  TeiTj,  Tompkin*,  Townfond,  UpfcuD, 
WtlUee,  WandMeT,  WhiUnde,  Wilkin,  Williuni  of 
CoDMOtiem,  WlUkMoflfMrr«k,Wikni«IMw- 

!Vai*— HcMn.  Abbot,  AndenOD  of  ImAuAj, 
AbiUd.  B«]I,  BuboDT  nf  Virgiiiia,  Bnaett,  Bajl^, 
Btanlm,  BlMoMd,  Bkmnt,  Biru,  B»wd,  Bntbr 
of  Lon^uu,  CurpbcU,  CMib,  (MMmi,  CMk,  C^n«. 


Huriflon,  HalntM,  Joluuon  of  Virrinia,  Jahnioii  of 
KanHtekV)  Jooai,  Jrfwi%  Linn,  LiUlat  La>nida% 
HcI.Ma  of  UliiHM,  McCor,  Mur,  MtMoa  td  Mu«- 
HMD  of  Bhod*  Uu»l,  MiddiidMt,  H.  NeU 


MS,  T.  M.  Nslwa,  tfoibilt,  Naw,  NawUn,  C^den, 
Owan,  Puiot^  Pwnn,  Petw,  Findall,  PlaunnU^ 
PoindoUt,  Rasd.  Rboi,  RinnoU;  Batartiaa,  S*w- 
yw,  SmU^  Shaw,  Simkinc,  BlacaDt^  BaUud  Smith, 
AfaKwdat  &nitb,  J.  &  Bmitb,  SpcodL  Suwart  of  North 
Caigliiu,  Suns,  Staait  sf  Hai7land,  Tamil,  Tilm> 
U«,  Tuchai  of  Vitpuia,  Tuciut  of  Smith  Carolina, 
T7IW,  Walker  of  North  Carolioa,  Walkat  of  iC«n- 
tKfcr,  and  Williaau  of  North  Carolina— 78. 

So  ttre  vbole  of  th«  amendneoa,  x  pr«pcn«d 
by  Mr.  TaLLiuDaB,  were  ■creed  to. 

Some  other  BmcndmMtB  hkvlDir  been  nnde  10 
lb*  bUI— 

Mr.  Stobbs  moved  U  drike  out  so  moch  of 
the  bill  u  Mfs  that  the  new  State  abatl  be  ad- 
niitl«4  iBUi  the  Union  "  on  an  eijual  fooiins  with 
the  original  Stales. "  Afiei  the  vote  just  i^en, 
Mr.  8.  aaid,  there  wai  a  mmiiifnt  JncoBsiatencr 
is  loMiaiBy  thb  ptoTUioQ. 

Thfi  taaUM  WW  i)«gaiiTeil. 

Smm  MMMiti  «««  made  by  Hr.  DauA,  Mi. 
Oon,.aMl  Mr,  Ba»i.  u>  ahaw  whv  theji  ftontd 
MW  TOM  aniBK  (lie  Ml ;  and  by  Mr.  Pruu*,  m 
the  Mket  (idc 

Mr.  Scorr,  mmI  Mr.  AirMMSwt  «f  KaMoekr, 
^mitr  BB  ih^  bad  hecfl  eppoied  to  the  iaeettloa 
of  the  ptvriaioB  whi«h  hftd  been  m  mueh  debated, 
^et  preferred  taMog  the  bill  ai  it  stood,  to  reject* 
mg  ir. 

The  qaestioD  od  orderiDg  the  bill  to  be  en- 

rMd  for  a  third  roatog  wa>  thai  doeided  io 
affmMiTt— yia>  97,  jtmy  M,  aa  Mtowa; 
Tiu— Mori.  Adami,  Allen  of    Maiaaefaaaett^ 
Andenan  of  PMwartoiua,  Audaao*  al  KcMdckj, 
Baldwk.  Batbar  of  OUt,  BatMui,  BaaAer,  BmMlt, 
~  '      ~  '1,  OhtAt,  OoletoB,  OMBMMfe,  Ct^k, 


n,  CampbeU,  < 
IM.CiNUnMa*: 


,  Hendneka,  Hetklmer,  Heniefc,  HaiMei, 
Hilchcack,  Hopkinaon,  Hoatetter,  Bubfaard,  Uiurie-, 
Hontiniton,  Inins  of  Naw  Tork,  KiDaar,  KlitU'  i' 
LawMT, Lincoln, Uns,  Lirermora, IrfiwMM  'M-T><.' 
of  Delaware,  W.  MaeUj,  W.  P.  lUday,  }  >:  --M. 
Maaan  af  Rheda  laland,  MeniU,  Robert  M,  •  n  .. 
Moara,  Mntou.  Moaalef,  Moiraj,  Jeramiat  ^' 
Oglan,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  PattMaon,  Pawling.  :■:.  .u. , 


Rofen^  Bool 

Savage,  Schajlet,  Seadder,  Sarnnt.  S 
bee,  S.  Smith,  Aleiander  Smitti,  Soothati  Sfaai 
TaUinadga,  Tnlor,  Tairy,  Toaopkiiia,  Twi— ;> 
ham,  Wallaoe,  Wendovar,  Weaterto,  Whrteai^Tfc 
mai^  Wilkin,  Wniiama  of  ConnedScot,  WKb< 
New  Toik,  Wilton  of  Haaaadinaetta,  nd  Vhi 
PsDUjIraiiia— 9r. 

N«T>— Xaara.  Abbot,  Anatia.  B4  BaAmrfTf 
ginia,  BaaeeW.-  Bavlejr,  BlaanfiaU,  BhMt  ta> 
Borwel,  BaOtt  of  XatMana.  CaMs  Cra«M.(* 
-  -  -  -      -        iUi 


Pagmv  P«ew>  Fiahll.  Plawata^  Peii 
Rhea,   Ringgold,  Robertaon,  SeMla,  Bham,  <^n  1 
Slaoomb,  BalUrd  Smith,  J.  a.  Snith.  HjiiH>iW  I 
ofNKth  Caroling  Stotri,  TeiraU,  TimMi.Tiit* 


The  UllwM  thn  otMni  to  bandiAiri  i 


Wa>*EBBAY,  Febraarr'  17.  j 

Mr.  RtcB,  from  the  Committae  of  CIaiat,B 
which  waa  referred  the  amendiuaai  fiofitti  if  | 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eiuiiled  "An  act  bi  ihc  I 
relief  of  Keoiie  and  Foraytb,"  ttfoui  ika  j 
B^eemeat  to  the  said  araewiineaii  whick  ■« 
ordered  to  be  coacnrred  in  by  ibeffoBK  j 

""r.  W1U.IUIS,  from  the  s  "  "    — 


Edward  McCarlv,"  reported  ihe  nau  viihoet 
ameDdraeDt;  ana  the  bill  was  compiled  ta 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  a 


oaaes  of  Mary  Sears  and  WiUiam  £ 

Mr.  RoBBaTaol^  from  tbe  CoDunitiee  on  Pa-  | 
rate  Land  Claims,  to  wbioh  was  referred  ihe  U  ; 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  actcos£raiiiglit 
claim  of  Alexander  Maeombfa  a  tractoIUAa 
the  Territory  of  MiehjfU,"  reported  ihe  im 
without  amendmeiu;  and  Ae  taul  was  ardercJ  u 
be  read  a  third  uoie  lo-motrow. 

A  mea^ge  from  the  Senate  iaTotmediheHoeK 
that  the  Senate  hare  puted  a  biU  of  ihii  Bnw 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorparaie  a  toKptaj  m 
build  a  bridge  over  the  Eaaiero  Bnuiu  Fol^ 
mac,  between  the  terminaiioa  of  Blnenth  ill 
Twelfth  street*,  east,  in  the  Citjof  Wuluigls*,'' 
with  amendments.  They  have  alia  fami 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  retpeciing  the  loctii«<' 
certain  sections  of  lands  to  be  giBBied  far  ikt 
seat  of  government  in  the  Stata  of  laiiuif 
in  whiah  amendmentB  aod  last  mentioatd  wl 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  ibit  Hdbh. 
The  amendmeuu  propoaed   by  the  Scnaic  ■ 

;  i:  Mil  cf  tbe  Houn  last  meniioaed,  weit  trd 

.    .    iQCUtred  in  by  the  Hotue. 
f  rip  bill  from  the  Senate,  eautkd  "Aatctr 

I'^'caaf  the  location  of  certain  seetloai «f b^ 
to  bf.  grraoted  for  the  seat  of  govemmai  >** 

'at«  ct  EDdiBBB,"  was  read  iwiecaadi*^ 

,  -^'  Comtniitee  <»i  the  PoUic  LbbA. 
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Abbott,  Sumal,  Mi.  EdwunU  prcMatwl  ibe  p*- 

lilion  of 

AbditiMi  of  ei»Tei7,  Mr.  Bobertt  prMMtlsd  tbo 

motaocial  oriheAmcriMDUoDtaaiioiiliir 

th>  promolioD  of  the,  raferred 
Aboni,  Jonpb,  Mr.  BartiH  pr«*anMd  the  patilim 

of,  roferred     ....... 

Accounts,  BppoUtmebt  of  tb<  Committn  of     - 
AdjoarDmen^  tho  nm*]  iM^utioai  pnparaloiy 

Actnt  fin  pacing  Peuioaert,  «  bill  tnm  the 
HoDMof  RepruenltUive*  tOMUhorite  tho 
SecreUrj  of  Wu  to  appoint  aukdditiond, 
in  the  Sute  of  TenDeuea,  read 

rud  4  aoconil  lime,  and  nftried 

TOporled  nitbout  amonilmaat     .        .        ■ 

ardcred  to  a  Ihird  reading  -        '        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  p«M«d  -        •        . 

AUb«ma  Terriloi7,  Mr.  Toit  proMntod  tbe  im- 

morial  of  the  l^aUture  at,  praying  ait 

mtMiaD  into  the  Union  aa  a  Stalo,  dco., 

refcired  to  a  Mlect  comnnUaa 

a  bill  to  enable  tbe  pvopla  oi^  to  fan>  a  8ta(« 
gOTorniDBtil,  &C.,  read   •        ■        .        . 

read  a  lecoad  lime     ..... 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paucd  -        -        . 

ntnrned  from  the  Houae  of  ReprsaantatiTea 
with  ameodiDeoU  ..... 

read,  and  concarred  ia  .  .  .  '. 
^Brgb  and  Champlaia,  Mr.  TiehaiMMr  aabviUad 
ft  laaolution  iAatntciing  the  OooiDiiteo  of 
Coionierce  and  Maaufacuina  lo  iaqnire 
into  the  eipedicncj  of  ere«tinf  the  tw» 
■liatricteof,  intooDa        .... 

oonaidored,  and  agraad  to  - 
AUbin,  John,  Mr.  Olia  prcaanted  the  pMllioB  o^ 

tha  eommitlM  diacbigadtbarafton   - 
AUeghan;  Monntain*,  a  UU  IVom  the  Hoaae  of 
SepresentatiTei  to  eatablieh  a  jadieialdti- 
trict  in  Virginia,  weal  of  the,  read  - 
lead  a  laconil  time,  and  referred 
Mported  wilhoDt  amendment     ... 
lehriieJ  la  At  Jodieiary  Coramttlae  - 
nporlad  with  amendment*         ... 
ordered  lo  ■  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paated  aa  aveeded    lEia 
Anelnng,  Ferdinand  L>,  Mr.  Johneon  prevented 
llio  pelilioit  of,  referred  -        .        -        . 
ISlll  Con.  id  SbS9.— A 


AmmCan  Mannhctarea,  the  memorial  of  the 
Usian-are  Societj  for  the  promotion  of, 
waa  prcfented,  read,  and  referred    -        -    3S1 
Armory,  National,  Mr.  Johnaon  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      39 

committee  discharged,  and  leaTs  granted  to 
withdraw  tho  pa  pen       -        .        -        -      8!) 
Andenon,  John,  Mr.  Ragglee  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .        -        .        -        .     16B 
a  fevoTable  report  thereon  ....    MM 

eoncuired  in,  and  a  bill  ordered  •    309 

.      a  bill  f(>r  relief  of,  read        -        •        '        '311 

read  ■  eemnd  lime    ■        •        .        .        .    314 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    SW 

read  the  third  tima,  and  paaaad  ...    373 
ArbulhnolandAmbrirtef.    (fie«  Seminole  War.) 
ArmMrong,  iobn,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  Re^ 
reunUliTea  directing  pajnlent  of  cotau 
biUa  drawn  by,  in  TaTor  of  WUliau  Moe- 
fan, read       ...--.      80 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  referred        -        •      81 
reported  withont  amendment     ...    167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■        .        -        •     S3< 
read  the  third  tima,  and  passed  -  >    337 

Amy  RegtaUr,  s  letter  from  the  Swsretarr  of 
War  IransmiUtng  a  copy  of  the,  for  eedi 
member  ......      W 

Arnold,  Thomas,  Hr.  Hnntac  presented  tbe  peti- 

tiw)  of,  refenvd      -        ....       M 

adnraa  report  ibereon        ....       78 

considered  and  conoBired  in      -        -        •    188 
Attorney  Qeneral,  Mr.  Jtoberls  snboiitlad  a  rea- 
olation  lo  injure  into  Ibe  eipedien^  of 
pUoiig  all  criminal  and  other  proaacn- 
lions,  in  which  the  United  Statea  ahall  bo       _^ 
a  party,  under  the  direction  of  tho  • 
agreed  to,  and  referred       ... 
AnsUn,  Caleb,  advene  report  on  tLs  petition  of 

indefinitely  postponed        ... 
Auon,  Hsmuel  J.,  Mr.  Fonyth  preaented  l3i» 
petition  ol^  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         •  . 
read  a  second  time    .... 

indcfioiiely  poetponed 


Ball)  Hottram,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Sepre- 

fenutifea  for  relief  of,  read  the  drat  end 

second  time,  and  referred        .        -        -  80 

reported  with  an  amendment     ...  97 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        .  ISS 

read  the  third  lime,  ahd  paaaad  u  amended  187 


Senate  Prvceedmgt  and  Ddtate*. 


Pige. 
Buk  of  Iha  Vnitcd  Slilo,  m  Hport  fma  the 
Sacretaij  of  tbo  Trewuij,  with  MiDdr; 
■tatemcDti  rapecting  the,  mad*  in  obe- 
dience to  *  THolntion  of  the  lut  leauon      4S 
Mr.  King  pieeeotcd  ■  memerial  of  certain 

•tockholdera  of  the,  which  wMreid  S34,X7S 
■  bin  from  the  BoDieofRepnMntitlve*  re- 

■peetiog  the,  read  .        -        -        .    27B 

read  a  Mcood  time,  uid  referred        '        -    37 1 
reported  wilhont  Binrndiiient    -        -  S76 

rMul  the  third  time,  and  pH*ed        •        -     28fi 
Bannon,  Michael,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacoek,  the 
Committee  of  Peniioni,  Ac.,  were  di«- 
liharKcd  bom  the  contideratioii  of  the  p«- 

titioD  of 97 

Batbonr,  Jamra,  of  Virginia,  look  hii  wat  II 

nmarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  incieaae  the  lala- 

naa  of  CMtain  officer*  •  -  -  •  S7 
•peecb  ot  on  the  caae  of  Matthew  Ljoa  •  4B 
■peech  of,  on  the  bil]  Idi  the  or(UiiUion  of 

the  court) 41 

qweeh  o(  on  a  propaied  Mnendmenl  to  th« 

Conatitntion  .        .        -        .        .     151 

•lection  of,  ai  Preiident  of  Senate  pro  fen»>     33S 
Ihanki  of  the  Senate  TOted  to    -        •        -    S87 

•ddrau  of,  in  replj 3BS 

B«vaw,  Matthew,  Mr.  Brtea  prMmted  Iha  ff 

ti^n  of;  tebmd 30 

a  tnll  for  the  relief  ol,  read  .        .        .       8T 

r*ad  aaecond  time    -        -        -        •        -      41 
ordered  to  a  third  rekdiot         -        .        -      99 
read  the  third  time,  tad  paeaed        •        •      88 
Buton,  William,  a  bill  finm  (he  Honn  of  Bep- 

reMntaliieafer  the  relief  oCraul    -  H 

r««d  •  wtnnd  time,  and  relenod  -  •  64 
rworted  without  amendment  -  •  •  66 
QMered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  6B 
read  Iha  third  timc^  and  paaeei  •  •  70 
Bttman,  Henrr,  a  bill  tutm  the  Honn  of  Rep. 

reaentatiie*  for  relief  of,  read        -        -    S83 

read  a  •econd  time,  and  reAned        -        -    S39 

reported  with  Bmendmenta        ...    ni 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  •■  anended    S84 

Bb7,  fiUiha  Halla,  Mr.  Smith  preaenied  die  ft- 

Ulienof,  relhnvd IHT 

Jhjlj,  Mountjof,  Doorkeeper  and  BergeantM^ 

Armi,  Mr.  Morril  aulmitted  a  roMtatien 

MithoriilDg,  to  appoint  aa  aielMant,  dM., 

load  iwioa     -  -        -       '•        •       II 

rand  the  third  tine,  and  pMoed       .       •      I9 

BMk,PiQl,Jn,a>id  Tlwmaa  ^rka,  Mt.Tt^ur 

nor  preeented  the  petiiloa  of        •        -       8S 
Bifl,  Oeerfe,  Mr.  Sanford  aobiBitled  a  rewlutioa 
initroetiDg  the  CommiUee  of  Penaionn, 
Ate.,  t«  iuinire  into  the  eipedion^  (^ 
granting  •  peneion  to    -        -        -        -      S3 
revohition  agreed  to  -  -        -      as 

adietse  report  thereon  concDired  ia  -      86 

BtH,  William,  Mr.  Ragglee  pretenied  the  peti. 

tion  of,  referred     -        ■        -        -        .       81 
•d»eree  report  thereOD      ....     179 
cooudered  and  concurred  in      -        .        -     ISl 
Barnard,  Hjacinlh,  Mr.  Johnaon  preeented  the 

memorial  of;  referred      ....    S3& 
Bigger,  Jamee.    (Bee  Jtaagtrt.i 
Biidieje,  Nathan  C,  and   Daniel  Boolh,  Mr. 

Daggett  preeented  tho  petition  o(  referred  1B7 
a  bUl  lot  the  relief  ut,  read       -       -        •    SOO 


Birdieje,  N.  Q.,  &«. — continued.  Pago- 

reed  a  aecond  time    .....     903 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -     U6 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned  -     MS 

Bomberdiera,  dtc,  Mr.  Froacntin  aabmitlad  ■ 

raiolution  reapecting  a  grant  of  boiulj 

land*  to 70 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  ConniUae  of 

PaUkLandi       ■ 71 

Bonda  for  Dutiee,  Mr.  William*,  of  Mianiei^ii, 
enbmilted  a  reiolulinn  calling  for  aa  ib- 

■IraElofall SU 

agieed  to,  and  referrod  to  IheJSecretary  of 

the  Treaanr; SW 

Bougard,  Antoine.     (Bee  Dozet,  Joteph.) 
BonndarieaofDiatricli,  bill  lodeeignile  the,  read    191 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        -        .     196 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...    Ml 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  •     lAtf 

tetinned  from  Ura  Bonae  oi  IteprMNiUItm 

with  an  amendment      ...  S7D 

emeidertd  tad  dieagreed  to      .       .       .    VTt 
Brad;,  Jame*,  >fr._  lacoeh  preaenied  Ae  pglitfaa 

of,  retired' 17P 

Brewrter,  JoIhi,  mrd  others,  Mr.  fKekerewi  pia- 

■ented  the  petilton  of;  referred        -        •    %\l 
Bitti*hClaim*k>L«ndein  Mi«eijRppi,MT.Laaka 
preeented  the  memorial  of  the  LegkUtara 
of  (aid  Stale,  reapeeting,  read         •        -    S4t 
Britiah  PalHamcnt,  Mr.  Macon  consnoirieatad 

lo  the  Benate  Area  arte  of  the,  read  187 

Bntirir  Sabjeela,  a  Memage'thun  the  PreaidenI 
of  the  Uoifed  einte*  with  copim  of  appli- 
cations  teeelTed  l^om  the  Britiah  ilinb- 
ter  in  behalf  of  certain,  dtc,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Clafou  -  806 
Bnwk,  Qeorge  M.,  and  Bdmnnd  P.  Kennedy,  a 
biUfniai  ttM  BoaaaarfUpreaealatiTeaflH 

iWialierof,  Mad US 

read  a  eacond  tiaae,  and  reArred  -    S6B 

ordered  lo  a  lUrd  raadiag        -        .        ■    S71 
read  the  third  tiioe,  and  puaed  -        -        •    S7« 
Brawn,  John,  Mr.  Roberta  preeented  the  peli- 

tian  of,  referred      -         ...        -       M 

ad*erae  report  thereon        ....      35 

considered,  and  conenrred  in     -        .       -      H 

Brown,  Nkbotait,  aad  Tbomaa  P.  Itea,  Mr.  Bnr- 

I  ijll  presented  the  memofial  ot,  refafrad   •      SS 

•dteree  report  thereon       -        -        -        -      W 

ctaeidared.  and  oDBcorred  in      - '      -        '     IVV 

Brown,  Jahii  Q..  Mr.  Hellen  praaaatad  Iha  pait- 

lioooft  Mferted «9 

adeanarapott  thereon        ....      ST 
conaideiaJ,  aad  concorrad  in     •        -        -      40 
Ml.  Hellen  presented  aaetfaer  peiMMi  o( 
nAtrad  ta  Ibe  aaaa  camantloe,  and  in- 
cluded in  the  above  report      .        -        -      ST 
Bmwn,  Frederioh,  a  hilt  hom  Iha  Hooeaof  Bap- 

reeanlatlTeaiarralierof  •        .        .        .      Str 

read  a  firrt  time M 

read  a  second  tine,  sad  refarrad        .        .      M 
reported  withaot  en  aaiandBnnl        .        -      78 
ordered  to  a  third  readiag        ...      91 
amended,  read  the  third  tine,  ani  pMati 
■a  amended   ......     101 

Brown,  Noah,  and  others,  Mr.  King  p 
the  Baawnal  el^  referred 
a  bill  lor  the  reliaf  of,  read 
iDdefiniteljt  poetpooed 


atmmU  Proneiimg*  and  Debatn. 


BDchuiB,  John,  mad  Upab  MUlmg.  Mi.  entth 
piMenMd  (be  pctiUOD  of,  nfcmd   • 
tdveiM  Tepott*  utunon      .        ■        -        . 
coDMdend  and  MDcnmd  in       •        .        . 

Bnrgbut,  Adolphnt,  >  bill  &ou  Um  Hooh  vf 
RipNenutiiei  fi>r  laliaf  »(  nad    • 
read  >  Mcond  lime,  and  lafcrrtd 
reported  without  UDcDduukt    -        .        - 
iudafinitdy  pot^oned        .        -        .        . 

Bnm«tl,  Muk.    (8m  Ptrrji,  mn.  JVl) 

BwniD,  luDM,  jr^  from  Bhode  Uknd,  •ItcadMl 


nmi^  of.oii  tbs  bi 
devbelween  StatM       ■  .    19G 

on  tbc  bin  to  pioiide  fbi  dck  ■stam  -  301 
IM|  >  joint  rMolation  bom  th«  Hotiw  of 
It«|ireHi)IaiiTM  fbr  a  MouaittMta  inqaiM 
cane«nuiig  the,  nacwauj  1«  b*  titametr 
ed,  dec.,  raad  tbrc*  timea  bj  coDMnl) 
agned  to,  and  ■  joint  comwttae  ^- 
pointed U8 

taport  of  uid  joint  eomniitteiv  >'*•'    '        -    Kl 
Boder,  Robert,  Adjutant  Genaral,  &c,  a  M(a> 

Bumj  belbrB  tba    Saminola  conmittMi 
icad,  and  ordkrcd  to  ba  printad      .       •    ZS4 
Callan,  Patrick,  a  UU  ftom  tha  Howa  of  B^aa- 

aantaliTea  for  reliaf  of,  read    ...    SSS 
Mad  a  aacmid  lima,  and  lalaired        •        -    MO 
ladwilhant 


raad  tba  tbird  time,  and  paaaad 


■     S84 


OH^toI  S^nara,  Mr.  HcHen  aabmittad  a  maofa- 
lion  inatniatiog  tba  Committe*  on'tha 
SMrfct  of  Columbia  to  Inquire  into  the 
aipadicncy  of  prowidtng  for 
'  Iba,  antb  a  atooa  feetwaj 


Oattere,  Jobn  and  Henr;  MaaaOnier,  Hr.  John- 

aon  preaenlad  Iba  petitfon  of  - 
Osarin,  MaT7,  Mr.  Smith  preaented  Aa  pefiHan 

ef,  referred    --....      36 
conmiMaa  diaobirgt-d,  atid  petition  raftmd 

to  the  Sacntar<r  of  War        -        •        •     191 
reportnfiaid  offlur  reftmed  to  a  eoninfttaa    911 
tha  oommlttea  diacbarged  -        ■        ■        . 
Chit'IrMi  Pipaa,  Mr.  Boberta  preunted  tbs  mena- 
rial  of  dn  Oiljr  Oonneita  of  Philadelpbia, 
praying  remiaaion  of  dntj  on,  refert) ' 
advene  repoti  tberean  concurred  In   - 
Oanata  iitfmiitig  in  ttra  Oonrti,  Mr.  Banfbrd 
anbmitted  a  reeolntion  tTirectlDff  Ihe  At* 
tomay  Qeneral  to  procma  and  report,  at 
MCI  aaaalan,  a  Hat  of,  Arc 
modified,  and  agread  to    - 
Cavalier,  Antboa;,  and  Pater  Peltit,  on  motion 
ef  Mr.  Fromantln   the  petition  of,' pre- 
aented at  lait  aeaiiou,  waa  rafarred  to  tha 
Committee  on  PnUic  Lmda  - 
a  bill  confirming  certain  taada  to,  read 


wdwad  la  a  tMrd  teadtnt  • 

foad  tbtatHfd  ttma,  and  paaaad  • 

ntain  criiaaa  againal  the  United  Btataa,  a  UD 

mott  efiactnally  to  pTorido  ftr  Iba  psniab* 

manta^raad 


Onlain  Crimea— con  tinned.  Paga. 

read  a  aacond  lime  -  -  ...  .41 
referred  to  the  Jndieiarj  CemmiUae  .  -  66 
rapoitad  without  amendnMOt  ...  100 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...    m 

read  a  third  time SM 

raoomnilled  to  the  Jndiaiary  Committaa  -  S09 
reported  with  amendment*  -  -  -111 
ordered  to  be  engreaaed  ai  amcAdad  •  .  XU 
read  Ibe  tbird  time,  and  paaaed  -        -    tt< 

Ot>q>]aia>,  on  motion  of  Kt.  WUmq,  a  jaiM  Mm- 
olulioi  far  Ibe  appowtaMDlof  1*4  wM 
adopted         •..-..      10 
Chapman,  Thomaa,  Mr.  8mitti  praaanlad  tbe  pa- 

tition  of,  raferrad  -  .  .  .  .  %i 
adveraa  report  Iharaen  ....  41 
eonaiderad,  and  conevaad  in      -  -      CB 

ChJ^aiaw  and  Choctaw  Agenciea,  Mr.  Williaou, 
af  Mlaalaalppt,  anbnilled  a  raaotulian  re- 
apaellng  axua  ailewancaa  to  the  poatmaa* 
tare  attiw  •     f        ■    MS 

agned  to,  and  referred  to  tbe  proper  com- 
BiMaa  -        -        -        .       \   "^   .        .    no 
Ctli*<Ha,WilGam,themenMriat  o^  waa  read)  and 

referred  -...-.      M) 

Oiieail  Couita,  a  bill  to  euand  the  jmiadirtiaii 

of  tha,  road tOO 

read  a  aacond  lima    .....    lOS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        ...    17B 

raad  ttie  tliird  lima,  and  paaaad  ...     IBS 

'^ItiT- ifrHrtimint  iflhtrtandingtmrnmitlitfrf      M 

Clark,  Rev.  John,  election  of,  aa  Ohafdaui        '       19 

Clark,  Jama*  H.,Hr.  etona  praaonM  Iba  potiliMt 

of,  relerred S8 

commillee  diacharged,  and  the  C 

of  Claima  anbalkated 
adverie  report  fiom  aaid  a 
the  petition  lecom milted    ' 

adieree  report  repeated  •  •  .  -  w 
tbe  report  reTcrwd,  and  a  bill  ordered  -  96 
a  bill  for  Ihe  reliBr  o^  raad  -  -  '101 
read  a  aacond  lime  .  •  .  -  .  HI 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  Ml 
raad  the  tbird  time,  and  paaaad  ...  MS 
dark,  John,  Mr.  RabacU  ptaaaalad  Iha  patitiaii 

«r,  referred 61 

a  UU  fcf  tbe  relief  o(,nai        ■  -     MI 

raadaaaanadlima 19T 

ordarad  to  a  third  reading  •               •       •    SIO 
raad  tba  tbird  time,  Md  paaaad  -  -    SIS 
<nerit*,-a  bill  Anm  Ibe  Haoaeof  Bapr»aantatt*M 
to  inoraaaa  the  nnmtMr  of,  in  Ibe  War 
Dapaatnanl,  read  twioe,  and  raienad      -      S9 
rmorted  wilbODl  ameadnenl     .        .        .      M 
ordered  to  a  tbird  rending  ■        .        .        .      S> 
raad  tbe  tbird  time,  and  paaaad  -        .        .       S4 
repart  fiom  tbe  Na'^  DaparMaant  in  rela- 
tion to  it* -     111 

report  &«»  Iba  Treaaorj  DqMrtBMart       -    lU 
Clothing  tbe  Army,  Mr.  Rngglea  labmittad  a  n^ 
olution  inatnietiag  £a  Militair  Conailt> 
!••  la  inqnira  iota  Iba  eKpedwncj  ^  In 


aaid  commitlaa  reported  it  innpedianl 


INDEX. 
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Oowting  Tnda,  VCr.  King  >QbmiUed  ■  inoln- 

tiOD  coDccrning  the 
mgKed  to,  ind  mbjcct  reltrred 
a  bilt,  lUj^emcDtil  to  th«  act  eoneimiDg 

tbe,  r<id 

ordered  to  ■  ibird  leading  ... 
nwl  lh«  third  time,  and  paiied  - 
TetDrned  from  the  Houie  of  RepmentatiT 

with  amendmeiilj  -        ■        .        . 
c«MU««d,  and  ctHicDired  In      - 
0«)«,  MahhaUa,  a  bill  £n>B  tb*  Houm  of  Repw 
•entaiive*  gruitbg  the  laodi  therein  man- 
tioned  to,  rwul        -        -        .        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  reAiicd  - 
reported  wiihout  ameadmant    - 
onlervd  to  a  third  reading  -        .        . 
read  the  ttiird  time,  end  paaud  - 
OoUecton  of  CiKtomf,  Mr.  Storet  ■obmitted 
rafolution  relitife  to  tbe 
agreed  to,  end  rafetted  to  a 
tfa<!  committee  diacbarged  - 
a  report  fron  the  Secretary  of  the 
.  eibihiiing  the  emolnmenta  of  the 
CldamblaDlnititute,  Mr.Ooldaboroagbpreieiited 
the  petition  of,  referred 
the  eommitlce  dUc  barged 
Oolambian  United  Abolition  Society,  Mr.  Noble 
preiented  the  petition  of  the  -        ■        - 
OnttEnerce  and  Mannhetarei,  appointment  of 
the  atanding  comniltea  of      -        -        • 
Oaaant,  Hbtibae),  Ma  K^ns1»  preaentw)  the  pe- 
tition oC  refemd   •       .       . 
Congrna,a  bill  to  Bx  thvlbae  fbr  the 
ing  of,  read    -        -        .        ■ 
read  a  aeeond  time    ■        •        . 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Con«titntion,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  offered  certain  pro- 
eeediaga  end  initractione  of  the  Legiila- 
tsre  of  New  York,  propoiing  an  amend- 
Uent  to  the  '  • 
Mr.Storerthe  aame,  from  the Legidatare of 

New  Hampafaire    -        -        .        . 
Hr<  Dieheraon   lubmitled  a  reiolution 


read  a  aecood  time,  aad  raiamd 
reported  wilboat  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
vote  reoonnderad,  and  rewlntioD  relHTwl  I* 

»  arlect  committee  ... 

reported  with  amendmenta 
ordaittd  to  ■  thin)  reading  a*  amended 

reported  nilb  tiaendiBUbi^  and  ordered  t« 
a  tbird  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaud 

Mr.  Daggett  commuoic^ed  reaolutiona  of 
th«  LegialaMio  of  Connectical  relaling 
to  an. amendment  of  the 
Oratracta,  repoit  at,  iBade  bj 


tbaNaiy 
repprt  of,  by  tbe  War  Department 
Coatroaeraua  betneaa  Stale*,  a  bHI  preaoiluDg 

tbe  mode  afdpoiding,  dtoi  read      • 
read  a  aeeond  time    •        •        -        - 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Ceanitte*  . 
repnited  vith  amendmenta 
indefiniteljr  poetponed       ... 


-  174 
Cotlineaa,  Lucy,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  tbe  pa- 

thjon  of,  referred    •        .        .        .        .      M 
adrarae  report  tbereon'       -        •        •        .      88 

conaidered  end  coocnrred  in      -        -        .  I  IS 
Crawlbrd,    William,  Mr.  Noble   preaented  the 

petition  of,  reOnred        -        .        .        .       m 

comnille*  diecfaaiged         ....  SS9 
Credit  on  Landa,  Mr.  King  aubmittad  a  raoln- 

tion  to  abobah  tbe  -        ...      ft 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Pnblic  Land* 7s 

Crittenden,  J.  J.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -        -      19 
remarkiof,  in  tbe  eaae  of  Matthew  Lyon    .      48 
apeach  of,  in  re^ly  to  Mr.  Morril  and  othera       60 

on  tbe  bill  rejatiTe  to  controTeraiea,  &c.      .  19S, 
193,  1»S 

eulorf  pronotineed  by,  on  Mr.  Morrow       .  MS 
Crook,  William  and  Jamee,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

iirice  read     --....  sss 

referred  to  tbe  Ilnanco  Committee    -        -  S38 
Cnetoma,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea- 
1U17  of  the  offlcea  of,  that  may  be  aup- 
prMwd           ......      ss 

referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance        -  197 
Cntting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Hnnter  preaented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      ....  su 

committee  diiebarged         ....  377 


Daggett,  David,  of  Connectient,  attended 

i«marlia  of,  on  Ae  bill  to  extend  the  judi- 
cial ayetem    -        ... 
'    on  the  reeolalion  to  amend  tbe  Conatilntun 
pina,  Samuel  W,  of  Connecticut,  attended     > 
Davie,  John,  and  otben,  Mr.  Ooldiboioagh  pre. 

(ented  the  ^tition  oS,  referred 
Davia,  Henry,  a  bill  Ironi  tho  Hooae  of  Bepre. 
•entativea  for  relief  of,  read    -        .        . 
read  a  aeeogd  tinv,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        ■ 
ordered  to  a  Uitrd  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pamad 
DaTii,  William,  a  letter  fiont,  oflering  himedf  u 
a  candidate  for  tbe  printing    -        ... 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Hep. 
reaenlativea  in  behalf  of  tha  Connecticut 
A^lom  fbr  the,  read       .        . 
read  a  cecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

leading 

read  thq  tbird  time,  and  paaied 
Dearbono,  BaDJamin,  Mr.  Otia  preaented  tbe  pe- 
tition of,  referred   >        .        .        .        . 
coBUuittee  diacbarged        .... 
D«  KraA.  Edward,  a  letter  (ron,  offering  bn  ibe 
printing  .-.-.. 

Deqnindre,  Lonii^  astd  Anleim,a  bill  ler  the  re- 
lief of,  read    >..... 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed 

Derangement  of  theCurrencj,  Mr.  Ool^buoa^ 

preaented  the  momerial  of  auodiy  eitiiaM 

of  Mvyland,  relating  to  a,  Ac,  Mfarrad 

Dealonde,  Boealie  P.,  Mr.  JohBaon  preaented  the 

petition  o^  referred         -        •        .        . 

a  bill  for  the  leliaf^  read        ... 

LiutzcdoyGoO^le 
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DMtonde.  Roulie  P, — eoutiancd. 
bill  read  k  Mcond  (imc 
ordered  to  ■  third  reeding 
read  lbs  (bird  lime,  snd  patvcd 
Deitnbin,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnnn  pnMnUd  th<  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        -        .        . 
Detroit,  a  bill  to  reTive  ibe  powers  of  Ibe  Com- 
niarioDcra  br  aacertaining  and  deciding 
claiiDB  to  landa  in  the  Dialrict  of,  read 
read  a  aacond  lima    •        •        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed 
Dickeraon,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jaraej,  attended 
■peeah  of,  on  hia  reaolnlion  to  amend  Ihe 
CoDititation  .... 

Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Mallen  tubmitted  a  reaolut 
relative  to  amending  the  law  lajing  ■ 
agreed  to,  and  referred 
Diatrict  of  Cotumbia,  appointment  of  Ibe  aland* 

log  committee  on  the     . 

Dli,  John  A.,  Mr.  Stom  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ..... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  ■eeond  litae    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■ 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  . 

Dacanenta,  Mr.  Bnrrill  aabmlited  ■  reaolntion 

nquealing  the  Preaidant  of  the  United 

Stales  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of 

Ihe  several  papers  and,  referred  to  io  his 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appolnled  10  pre. 
■eat  the  resolution  .... 

a  Message  from  the  President,  in  reply 
ditto,  viiik  additional  papers,  and 
■  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represanta. 
livaa,  suthoriiing  the  tranimisiian  of  cer- 
tain, free  of  postage,  read  twice 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poat  Offices 

and  Post  Roads 30 

reported,  without  smendmenia  .        ■        -       SI 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .      33 

read  the  third  time,  and  pafaed  -        •      34 

Domeatic  Mannfaetnrea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rug. 
glea,  a  commitleo  wai  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  Preaidsnt  of  the.  United  States, 
and  request  him  to  la;  before  the  Senate, 
at  ita  neil  ieasion,  a  report  of  facts,  aa  to 
the  eipediencj  of  clothing  the  armj  in  .  Its 
Douglas,  Hannah,  Mr.  DsggtU  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  -  -  •  -  SI 
Doiat,  Joseph,  and  Antoine  Bongard,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  read    -        -        .        .        .    203 
read  a  second  time    -        ■        -        .        .    sog 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        i     266 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  ...    SHS 
Doel,  Mr.  Morril  sobaitled  a  resolatian,  reqaest- 
iog  the  President  of  Ihe  United  Statu  to 
strike  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  and 
NaTj  all  those  officen  who  aided  or  conn- 
selled   (he,  between  A.  T.  Maeon    and 

John  H.  McCaitj SIS 

Duelling,  Mr.  Monil  also  aobaitted  a  leeotn- 
tion,  instracling  the  Judiciary  Commhlee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proTid- 
i»g>  1>7  I'^i  l<"  th*  punkhflient  of  all  par- 
sons concerned  in,  within  the  District  of 

Oolonbia ISS 
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illee  on  Tonnage,  a  bill  farther  suppiemenlarj 
to  Ihe  act  lo  legalale  the  coUaction  of, 

read  a  second  time    •        ■        -        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paatad 

Dnverge,  Bartbalemy,  Mr.   Johneon  preaenlad 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        .        . 

a  bill  for  tbs  relief  of,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .     : 
read  tiie  third  time,  and  paaaed 


Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  from  the 
Honse  of  RcpreMntatiTce  |to  incoT|»orale 
the,  read 74 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred         -        .76 

reported  withoat  amendment      .        .        •     173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     $38 

read  the  third  time,  and  ^aasad          -        -    S38 
East  Florida,  Mr.  Jobnaon  submitted  a  reaola- 
tion,  authoHuDg   ibe   Preaident  of   iht 
United  Blalea  to  take  proTiaional  posses- 
sion of -      40 

the  reaolution  withdiano  -        -        •        -      69 
(See  Floridtu.) 
Eaton,  John  Henry,  sppainled  a  Senator  hj  lbs 
Eiecutire   of  Tennessee,  in  place  of  Q. 
W.  Campbell,  resigned,  waaquallfied,  &a.       II 

remarks  of,  on  Ihe  bill  concerning  contro- 
Tsraies  between  Ihe  Stales      -        -        '196 

on  Mr.  Lacock's  motion  (o  appoint,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Seminole  commitlee,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Forsyth  resigned  ...  3S8 
Edgar,  William,  and  Alexander  Macomb,  Mr. 
Sandfbrd  presented  the  petition  oi^  re- 
ferred     IM 

committee  discharged        ....    333 
Edwards,  Ninian,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
LegislalUTe  of  ftlinoia,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, Ac 88 

drew  the  lot  for  hia  term  lo  expire  Much  9, 

1819 SB 

Edwarda,  Abraham,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tiehenor, 
the  Committee  of  Penuona,  &c,  were  in. 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
anthorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  lo  place, 
on  the  penaion  liat         ....    3O8 

report  of  aaid  commiltea,  read    -        -        •    S33 
ElecUia  of  Preaident  and  Vice  Prcsideat.  (See 
Coruliiufum,    Mr.  Ditkerton'*   tUMod- 

Elliot,  Jonathan,  letter  from,  o&ring  for   the 

printing         ......    SSI 

Engroned  Billa,  appointment  of  the  Commitlaa 

on IS 

Entriee  of  Lands,  a  bill  to  provide  fe  the  cetrM- 

lion  of  errora  in,  read  ....  SS9 
read  a  second  time  .  -  -  .  .  SS6 
ordered  to  a  third  resding  .  -  .  -  S76 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  .  -  370 
Bppes,  John  W.,  of  Virginia,  attended  •  •  It 
remarks  ot,  on  the  bill  concerning  conlro- 

veniea 103,  1S4,  108 

Eatimatea  of  moneya  required  for  the  War  De* 

partment        ......     176 

ExecutiTe  Sesaion,  proeeediogaof  the  Senate  in, 

on  the  colonial  Irada      .       .       ■       .    343 


Senate  Pncttdimga  and  Debatet. 


ExpendiMra  aiul  apfdiotkui  ef  Mvmyi,  raport 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav;,  on    -        - 

nport  of  lh«  SecrrUr;  of  War  on      -        -     : 

BiporUlioD  of  UottcJ  Stalea  Ccmdo,  Mr.  For^th 

■ubmitlri]  a  nMlolion  concemiog  - 

Bgreeil  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 

the  report  in  full  of  uid  commiUM    •        •     : 
letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  ibe  Tieaaili?  on 

tbeiuI{jeGtof  the  -        •        -        •        -     1 
the  Benale  reaolie  that  it  ia  not  eipaiUant 

to  lagiilale  on  iba  mbject       -        -        -     : 
Eiporta  and  Imports,  Mr.  Sanford  aubmiltad  « 

reaolution  reipeeting  the         -        •        - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Cotnmeica  and  MtDufactarei 
Extra  Compenamtion,  Mr.  Lteock  aabmitlcd  a 

reaolntion  for  altanauce  ot,  to  meaaeiif  en 

and  Hrranli  of  the  Benat^  read     •        -    ', 
read  a  aecond  lim«,  and  paaaed  -        •        -    1 
F. 
Falae   Entrie*  for  Drawback,  a  Lnll   from   the 

Honte  of  RepreeentstiTei,  providing  ad- 

ditioDal  penalliei  for,  read 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  trilbout  Bmendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Fartah,  Thomii  B.,  a  bili  from  the   HouM  of 

KepreaentatlTea  for  relief  of,  read    • 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  nith  amendmenli 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  ameoded 
read  tbe  third  lime,  and  paaaed  vitb  Bln*Dd' 


Fatigne  Duty,  a  bill  la  reguiate  tbe  pay  of  the 

Army  when  employed  on,  read 

read  a  Hcond  time    • 

ordered  lo  a  Ibird  reading - 

read  the  thiid  time,  and  paMed 

Feloniea  on   the  higb  aeaa,  on  molion  of  Mr. 

Floyd,  the  Jodieiaiy  Committee  were  in* 

■trocted  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 

a  law  to  define  piradca,  and  .        -        ■ 

Falta,  Archibald,  Mr.  Cricienden  preaenied  the 

petition  of,  referred 

•D  adrcrae  report  concnrred  in  - 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  alandiog  eommll- 

tceof 

Fire*  in  the  City  of  Waahbglon,  Mr.  Morril 
anbinilled  a  reaolulion  recpecting  the 
tinguiahment  of     -        ■        . 
•greed  10,  and  referred  to  tbe  Dialricl  Com- 

^bfll  autboriiing  the  pnrcbaae  of  Are 
ginea,  Ae.,  read     .... 

rewl  a  aeeond  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Ilak,  Experians,  Mr.  Palmer  preeented  the  peti- 
tion of,  reCprred      >        .        . 

committee  diieharged 

Fbridi,  Eaat  and  Weat,  a  bill  from  the  Honae 

of  RepreaeniBLJvea  to  anthoriia  the  Proa- 

idenl  of  Ihe  United  Slatoi  to  take  possea- 


a  third 


Its  eieept  one,  from  whidi 

Ihe  Senate  receded         .        -        .        .    ; 

Florida*,  Mr.  Jobnaon  aubmittad  a  rewdntioa  ra- 

qaeuing  of  the  Pr«*ident  of  the  United 

Slatea  copiei  of  any  carreapoadaaoe  with 

tbe  GoTemmaai  of  Spun,  in  rcktioa  to 

tbe  ccHJon  of  the  -         -         .        .        . 

the  reaolulion  withdrano  .        i        .        . 

Ford,  Nalban,  Mi.  King  preaantad  the  pMitiaB 

of,rel^rrod 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 

read  a  aecond  time  -  .  -  .  . 
ordered  In  a  third  raading  .... 
read  the  ibirj  lime,  and  paaaed  -  .  - 
ForaigD  Coina,  Mr.  Sanronl  aobmitlad  a  reaoln- 
tion concerning  the  enrrency  of  . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 


a  hill  to  regnlale  the  currency  ef,  read 
read  a  aecond  time  ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  •  -  '  . 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  ... 
returned  from  the  Honae  of  Rapreaent«ti*B* 
with  amendiDenla,  and  concurred  in 
Foreign  Rrlationa,  appmntment  of  tbe  (landing 


ForfeitunofLanda,  Mr.  Noble  aubmitled  a  reao- 
lulion inatrucling  the  Comnultee  of  Public 
Land*  lo  inquire  into  the  eipedienn  of 
continuinfi  in  force  the  act  to  BUipen*!  for 
a  limited  lime  the  aate  or,  for  non-paj. 


conaidered  and  agreed  to    . 

a  bill  in  relation  to.  read    . 

read  a  aecond  time     ... 

on  molion  of  Mr.  Noble,  Ibe  Secretary  of 

the  Treaaury  waa  directed  to  furnifb  cer. 

tain  information  on  tbe  subject 

report  of  tbe  Secretary  in  obedience  . 

the  bill  ordered  lo  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  . 

ForrcM,  Joaepb,  Mr.  Ooldiborough  preaented  tbe 

pathkui  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  o^  read 

read  the  aeeood  time 

tbe  third  reading  negatiied 

Forsytb,  Jahn,  appointed  a  Senator  hj  tho  LegiB' 

latnre  of  Georgia,  in  place  of  Ueoige  H. 

Tronp,  reaigned,  waa  qnaliile^  Ac 

remarks  of,  on  tbe  reaolntion  t«  amend  tbe 

CoDSlilutioo  ...... 

« letter  ftom,giTing  notice  of  hia  reaignalioa 

Forayth,  M.  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Tail  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ... 

Foiaytb,  Elinbeth  B.  H„  Mr.WiUiama  ofTsM. 

neasee  preaeDted  tbe  petitiMt  of,  referred 

adverse  rMorl  thereon       .... 

ennsidereil  and  concurred  in       .        .        -    ' 
Fowler,  Chhatnpheri  Mr.  Hunter  preaenied  tbe 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 

adfcne  report  thenan        .        ■        .        . 
lb*  raport  ieTersed,and  a  bdl  oidarad 
a  bill  lor  Ihe  relief  of,  read        -        .         .    : 
read  a  aecond  time    .        .        .        .        -    . 

ordered  to  a  Ibird  reading  -        .        .        .    ; 
raad  Iha  third  time,  and  paaaed  .         .        -    ' 


jShuUc  Prooeadinga  and  DtAaUt. 


Fnncuao,  Peur,  on  notion  of  Kr.  EppM,  Iha 

CommiUM   of  Penuoiw,  Ac,  n«re  !■- 

■tiuctod  to  ioqaire  into  Uie  eipedMnc; 

of  panliog  i  peciian  to        -        -        - 

kdverM  report  tli«reon       .... 

FreDcb,  Thomu.    (See  KbuUy,  Adamt.) 

Priendi,  Mi,  Otia  pieMiit«d  iha  meoMM]  oftlte 

SooiBty  ot  in  N«w  Bngluil,  Kfmad      - 

Mr.  King  do.  of.  to  N.  York,  rcArrtd  to  nmo 

Mr.  Mornl  do.  of;  in  BalUmorc,  rsfetrad  to 

Mr.  Rttgglei  do.  of,  in  OIud,  ladiu*,  and 
Illinois  --•.... 
Mr.  Roberta  do.  of,  ia  PeDiM7l*aBii,  Dela- 
ware, and  MarjlaBd       -         .         -         . 
Brink,  Luther,     (aee  Ring.  Hannah,\ 
Fromentin,  Elegina,  of  LaDJiiana,  attended 

remuii  of,  on  the  bill  for  Ibe  reiiaf  of  Oeu. 

art]  Stark      --.-..       72 
on  (be  bill  relating  to  Slate  eoolroTeniee  - 
Eoller,  Stephen.  Mr.  Morril  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        .        .        .        . 


Gullard,  John,  of  Soath  Carolina,  atteniled  .   . 

the  Preaiilentof  the  Senate  commnnicatcd 

Iha  credenliila  of,  read,  &c.   ... 

"rote  of  thanki  to,  as  Pieaideatpro  tan,    - 

addrcH  of  thereon    ..... 

Clalei  &  Beaton,  letter  from,  offering  for   the 

printing 

the  election  of,  aa  printera  to  the  Senate    -    '. 
Oaidiner,  John,  a  letter  from,  preaenting  mapt 
of  Alabama  and  the  bounty  landa  of  Mm- 

Georgetown,  DeUware,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van 
Dyke,  the  Committee  on   Poit   OfGcea, 
Ac,  were  ioalriicteJ  to  inquire  into  the 
eipediency  of  making  an  additiaaal  al- 
lowance ro  the  potlmaitera,  4c.     - 
Gibton,  Oeorga,  Commiaaary  General,  a  coduud- 
nicalion  from,  reUtiTe  to  hia  teatimooj 
before  Ibe  Seminole   committee,   nlu^ 
was  ordered  to  bs  printed       ... 
Oilea,  Aqnilla,  Mr.  King  preseuted  (lie  petition 
of,  referred    .... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  ■  second  time    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied 
Gill,  Georga.  Mr  Morrow  preaented  the  ] 

rial  of,  referred      .        -        . 
QoddarJ,  Natluoiel  and  others,  Mr.  Oli*  pre 
aenlad  the  petition  oA  referred 
■dierae  ruMrt  thereon 
coBsiderad,  and  concurred  in 
Icare  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers 
Godfroy,  Gabriel,  Mr.  Rugglea  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied    - 
Ooldiborough,  Robert  H.,of  Maryland, attended 
QDTernmeDi,  a  bill  from  the  Homo  of  Repre- 
aentatiTea  making  appropriations  for  ttie 
support  of,  read     ..... 


Osremment — continued.  Paga. 

(hU  read  a  second  line,  and  reAned  .        .    832 
ordered  to  ■  third  raadinf ....    355 

read  a  third  time,  paaaed  with  amendment    SU 
the  House  of  Repreaentalirei  agree  to  all 
the  amendments  except  one,  fiva  which 
the  Senate  receded         .        -        -        .    S7( 
Oranl,  Vincent,  Mr.  Sonford  preaented  the  peti- 
tion oi^  referred      .....    110 

a  bill  for  relief  0^  read      .        -        .        .     gss 
read  a  aacond  time    .....    335 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        ...    177. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        ■     S7S 
Green,  James,  ft   Company,  Mr.  Wilaoapr^ 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred        -        .     169 
Green  Bay,  Mr.  Morrow  preseirtad  tlie  memorial 
of  anndryinhaUUnts  or,conc*ming  titles 
to  land,  hic.,  referred     ....    300 

Greenleaf,  Abnar,  Mr.  Storcr  presented  the  peti- 
tion o^  referred      -        -        ...      77 
adrersa  report  thereon       •        .        .        .      gs 
conaidarcd,  and  concurred  in      -        •        -      SI 
Guerlin.  Lewie  H.,  Mr.  Johnaon  presented  the 

petition  of;  referred         -         ...       39 
■  hill  for  the  relief  of;  read         .        ■        .    197 
read  a  lecond  time    -        -        .        .        .    soi 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    su 

read  the  third  Ume,  and  pasted  ...    S09 
Ounboau  No.  149  and  No.  IM,  a  biU  from  the 
Honne  of  Repieaentativea  sothoriHiig  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  offiJeen 
and  crews  of,  read         -        .        .        .     isi 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        .     104 
reported  without  amendment    ...     167 
tlie  third  reading  negatifod  -        .    SIS 

H. 

Half-pay  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Hepresentalivee  extending  the  term  of,  to 
the  widows  and  children  of  certain  offi- 
cers, leamen,  dec.,  read  . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reporled  without  amendment     • 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Hanaeatic  Cities,  a  Meaiage  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  transmitting  appli- 
es lions  from  the  Minister  reaideni  of  Prus- 
sia and  the,  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relatione    . 
I    Hanion,  Alexander  C,  attended 
I    Harbaugh,  William,  and  E.Potter,  Mi.  Rugglea 
presented  the  petition  of;  referred   - 
■dferse  report  Iheieou 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        . 
HaidineTille,  Kenincky,  Mr.  Talbot  presented 
the  petition  of  sandry  inhabitants  of,  pny- 
ing  the  establishment  of  a  post  office  at, 
referred        ....... 

Harper,  Samuel  H.,  a  bill  jroin  the  Hoitaa  of 
BepiesenlatiTca  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  locood  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  Ibe  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanfotd  presented  the  petition  of, 

a  faiorabla  report  thereon  - 
ordered  that  a  bill  be  reported    < 
a  bill  fiir  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    - 


Senate  Ptwxedinge  mid  Debate: 


Htrt,  Eli — eontinned.  1 

bill  indored  la  a  Ihiid  raadiDg     - 

rMd  ths  third  time,  aad  puMd 

Hulett,  JohD,  Mr.  Roberta  prexntcd  the  patition 

of,  referred     .-.-.- 

adnrta  report  thercDD       .... 

Halteraa,  Sk.,  Mr.  Maeon  tobniitted  a  reaolDtion, 

inittocting  the  Naval  CoDimittea  to  in- 

Siiie  into  the  eipcdiencj  of  ■athoriiiiie 
ePrcridentof  the  United  Stales  to  canae 
a  Burrey  to  be  made  of  the  ahoaliof  Cbim 
agreed  to,  Rid  committee  lo  inatructed 
(Bea  Narlh  Carolina.) 
Haj,  John,  aod  othera,  Mr.  Ednardi  prMcnted 

the  petition  of,  referred  - 
Hajti,  Mr.  Oti*  aubmitted  a  reaolatian  of  iUqni 
rj  coueaming  aeimre*,  dec,  of  Anericac 
Teiaela  bj  the  Goverainent  of 
agreed  to,  and  comniittee  appointed    • 
Heath,  Nathaniel  H.     (Bee  Renner,  Daniel) 
Henley,  David,  Mr.  Roberta  preunted  tha  peti- 
tion  of,  refcrrod 
a  bill  for  the  relief  ot  read 
read  a  aecond  time     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  thiid  time,  and  paaaed 
Higgina,  Chartea,  Mr.  Lacock  preaenled  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   - 
adierMreDorl  thereon 
conaidered,  and  coneoired  in 
Bin,  Beea,  Mr.  Lacock  pteaented  the  petilion  of, 
referred  .... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued 
Hodgaon,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the 
petition  of,  referred 
committee  discharged 
Hogan.  Michael,  Mr.  Goldaborongh  prtaented 
the  petition  of,  referred  • 
a  bill  n>r  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    -        .        . 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  sud  paaaed 
retnrned  from  \h^  Houae  of  Repreientatim 
amended,  ana  concurred  in    . 
Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  Mr.  Daggett  preiented  the 
petition  of,  referred        -        .        . 
report  Ihereoo  read     .... 
■  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read 
read  ■  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  withont  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
i««d  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Horaey,  ODteibiidga,  of  Delaware,  Mtended 
Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  laland,  attended 


DlinoiB,  a  reidolion  from  the  Hoaae  of  Re[m- 
aentallTe*  declarins  the  admiaaion  of  the 
State  o(  into  the  Union,  twice  read,  and 

reported  witboul  amendment    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Banford,   the  Jodidarjr 

Committee  were  iaitracted  to  inquire  ooq- 

cemtng  the  operation  of  the  lawa  of  Uie 

United  SUtea  within      • 


lUinoia — continued.  Pi 

agreed  to,  and  lh«  committee  ao  inatrneted 
a  bill  fbr  the  doe  execution  of  the  lawa  of 
tha  Uoiled  Statea  within  the  State  tH, 


74 


'    read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  Ibbd 

reading 7« 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  •        .       7S 

a  bill  granting  certain  land  to  Iha  Slate  of, 
for  the  Mat  of  gorernment,  Ac,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....    S68 

reported  withont  amendmenta  ...  M9 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  S70 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  -        •    373 

a  bill  to  eatabliah  ■  new  land  office  in,  read  37S 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  .     S7G 

reported  with  amendments  ...  SQl 
read  the  third  tine,  and  passed  .        -     386 

•  bill  from  the  Honse  of  RepreaentatiTai 
confirming  certain  dalne  to  land  in  tha 
State  o^  read  twice,  and  referred    .        -     374 
indefinitely  poetponed        ....     S86 
Importation  of  SlaTca,   Mr,  Eaton  aubaitted  • 

resolution  concerning  the        -        .        •       S8 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         •      C9 
Mr.  Lacock  preaented  a  petition  of  a  nnm- 
ber  of  citiiena  ef  New  York  and  Fenn- 
sylvania,  praying  ■  reviaion   of  tbe  act 

V         relating  to  the,  referred  ...      77 

Mr.  Lacock  aliio  preiented  a  aimllar  petition 

ttam  Carlisle,  referred  -  -  -  -  S8 
Mr.  Lacock  preaented  another  petition  on 

the  aame  subject,  referred  -  -  >  90 
Mr.  Hunter,  the  sane  ftom  inhabitant*  of 

Newport,  referred  .        .        .        .      JT 

Mr.  Dan'tt,  ibe  aame  from  Connecticnt, 

referred 113, 197 

Mr.  Bnrrill,  the  same  from  Manachoiett*, 

referred  ......     ]n 

Mr.  Dickeraon,  the  aame  from  New  Jeraeyi 

referred  •  .        •     1(7 

Mr.  Roberta  also  preeenled  a  similar  peti- 

Uon,  referred  ....  173, 189 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  aame  from  New  Jersr/,  re- 
ferred      I7fl 

a  bill  tapplementa]  to  the  act  to  prohihit 

the,  read        ......    %\t 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -    334 

the  bill  amended H> 

Imparted  Salt,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprs- 

senUtiTea  in  addition  to  the  act  laying 

duUes  on,    dtc.,  rewl   Ibrea  tini**,  and 


ImporU  and  Tonnage,  the  bill  from  the  Houae 
of  RepresentatiTes  further  (appUmantarj 
to  the  act  to  regulite  the  collection  of 
dnties   on,  read  twice   and  indefinitely 


poatponed 
idian  Tribes,  appi 


387 


t,  appointment  of  a  lelect  commit* 

tee  on  the M 

a  hilt  making  appioptiationa  to  cany  into 

effect  treaties  with  the,  read  twice  •    S06 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    3M 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -    SS7 

•  bill  making  provision  for  the  civiliiatioQ 
of  the,  adjoining  the  frontier  settlementa. 


read  a  aecond  time     -        ■        . 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  tine,  and  paBMd 


M6 
>6I 


Senate  Ptwxedingi  and  Dtbata. 


Page. 
IndiiDi,  Mr.  Nobl«  ■obmitted  •  rewlDliuD  id- 
lUnctiDg:  tbe  CommitUe  of  Pablie  Lind* 
to  iuqaire  into  tha  cipedioDcy  of  amcnd- 
ing  Ibo  ut  ibr  enobling  the  people  or,  to 
fonn  >  Stale  soreniiaent,  dec.        -        -      76 

■greed  to SO 

Mr.  Noble  presenlei]  the  memorial  of  the 
Legiilature  ot,  prayiog  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  addilioDal  finrv^ot  Oenenl      167 
a  bill  relating  to  tbe  location  of  certain  aac' 
tioiM  of  land  granted  to,  fbr  the  eeat  of 
goTemment,  ftc,  read   -        -        .     -  .     179 
read  a  leoond  time    -        -        •        •        -     IBS 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading  ...    333 

read  the  third  time,  and  paued  -        -    S36 

Indiana,  Mr.  Sanford  preeenled  the  memorial  of 
Taiioni  religioui  aodetiei  in  New  Tork, 
praying  the  adoptioo  of  such  meuarci  ai 
may  beet  aecare  the  protection  of  tbe, 

referreii -    166 

Hr.  Morrow  preeented  eeTeral  petition*  kum 
Ohio  of  the  wme  tenor,  referred     •        -     170 
Ingnham,  Einiy,  Mr.  Oaillanl  pretenled  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 176 

adierae  report  thtreon        .        .        -        .     197 
conridered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -    203 
Intenial  Dadea  and  Direct  Tax,  report  from  the 
Becratary  of  tbe  Treaiury  on  the  aubjed 
of,  in  obedieoca  to  law  -        -        - 
Invalid  Peniione,  a  bill  from  the  Honte  of  Rep- 
reientative*  concerniag,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  refeired 
reported  with  amendmenta 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  amended 
fatvalid  Feniionera,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of 
BepreaoDtatiTea  regulating  paymenta  to, 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  ttia  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended 
a  hill  from  tbe  Bouae  of  Bepreeentatiree 
eoDceming,  read,  and  indefinitely  poet- 


read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        . 

indefinitely  poalponed        .... 

bland  of  New prieana,  abUI  for  adjualiog  claima 

to  land  in  the  district  oaat  of  the,  read    . 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed 
lTea,Thamaa  P.     (Baa  Brown,  Nkholat.) 

J. 
Jackaon,  Andrew,  and  othen,  Mr.  Tait  preaent- 
ed  tha  memorial  ol^  referred   ... 
Jamiaon,  John,  Mi.  Barboor  preaeoled  Ibe  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        -        -        -   ,    . 
raon  county.  Virginia,  a  bill  from  tbe  Houaa 
of  RBpreaaolatiiea  authoriiing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  coQTey  a  parcel  of  land 
belonging  to  the  United  Stale*  in,  read  •    I 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
lead  tbe  third  lime,  and  paaaed  -        •        -    I 


Page. 

Jorre;,  Thomas  Rail,  a  bill  from  the  Hoqse  of 

Repreeentativoa  for  relief  o^  read  -  -  182 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred  -  -  137 
reported  without  amendment     -  .189 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed        -  S37 

Johnaon,  Henry,  of  Loniaiana,  attended    .        -        9 
Jonea,  William,   President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
UniUd  SUtea,  lettera  from,  to  the  Becre- 
tary  of  the  Treasoiy,  on  affairs  of  the 

bank 43,46 

Jonea,  John  Rice,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....  79 
«  ull  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  82 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  S4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  B6 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  .  S7 
Jonea,  Richard  J.,  Kfr.  tioldaborough  presented 

the  petition  d^  referred  .        .        .        -      S4 
commiiiee  diacharged        ....    228 
Jouatl,  Matthew  H.     (See  MtCalla,  Robert.') 
Jonrdan,  B.  and  P.,  Mr.  Johnaon  pteaented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ... 
a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    .... 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  - 
Jadicial  System,  Mr.  Tichenor  aubmilleda  reao- 
lutioD  concerning  the    - 
the  reaolntion  withdrawn  - 
a  bill  to  extend  the,  read   - 
read  a  aecond  time    -        .        .        - 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Comiaittoe  - 
reported  without  amendntent     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Judiciary,  appointmant  of  the  atanding  commit- 
tee on  the      

JurisdiMion  of  Military  and  Naval  Sitea,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Storer,  the  I>reaident  of  the 
United  Statea  waa  roqneated  to  procure 
the  ceaaion  of  the,  lo  the  United  Slates  •    ' 


Kennebunk,  Maine,  Mi.  Mellen  sabmitted  a  res- 
olution  instructing    the   Committee  oj^ 
Pwt  Offices,  dec,  lo  inquire  into  the  ei- 
pediencj  of  incieaaing  tbe  compensation 
of  the  poatmaater  at        -        . 
agreed  to,  and  relerrcd 
adTerss  report  of  said  oommitlea 
conaidered,  and  ooneurred  in 
Eentie  and  Forsyth,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of 
Bepieaentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment    • 
ordered  lo  a  Jhird  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Kermion,  Labedoyeie  do,  Mr.  Fromentia  pte- 
aented the  petition  of,  tefemd 
a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    -        -        . 
mdered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ' 
Eidd,  Robert,  and  olhera,  a  bill  from  the  Houae 
of  RepreaentaUTsa  fbr  relief  ot,  reac 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  tbe  third  lime,  and  pwsed  - 


INDEX. 

Smote  Proceeding*  and  Dtiatee. 


King.  Knfiia,  o(  N«w  Tork,  attended        -        ■         9 
romaTki  of,  on  the  bill  lot  relittfof  Mij«r 

General  BUrk 78 

DD  the  bill  making  proviiion  tor  tick  utnen    303 
Ung,  Williem,  a  liill  fram  the  Honie  of  Btpre- 

■entatives  far  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  6S 
read  a  leaond  tima,  and  ittenti  -  -  64 
repotted  without  amendment  • .  •  -16 
farther  canatderation  poalponed  -  -  82 
bill  indefinitely  postponed  -        -        -      8S 

King,  Bwnpeon  8,,  a  bill  from  the  Hodm  of  Kep- 

reientitiTsi  foi  relief  of^  raad        •        •      89 

read  a  second  liine,  and  referred      -        -      SB 

reported  nitb  an  amendment    -        -        -     111 

oraered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •        ■     17B 

read  the  third  lime,  acd  pawed  aa  amended     185 

Kiiuiej,  Adam,  Thomae  Frencb  and  CharEas 

Leonard,  a  bill  from  the  Houm  of  Repra- 

aenlatiief  for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  the  leoond  Ume,  and  referred 

reported  withoat  amendment     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paoed  - 

Krittman,  Joiepb,  the  memorial  of,  was  refen«d 

(o  the  ComtDitlee  of  Claimi   -        -        .     IS6 
(aid  committee  diacharged,  and  papen  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreifn  Ke- 

lationg 2S9 

that  committee   alao   diacharged,  and  the 
claims  referred  (o  the  Secretary  of  Slate    234 


Laeock,  Abner,  of  PeRDsyha 


n  Ihe  bill  for  organltalion  of  the 
renarki  of,  on  ihehiH  relating  toBlaleo<Hi- 


adrerve  report  thereon       .... 

coDfldered  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 

indefinite];  poetponed         .         .         .         .     ; 
Lambert,  WiUiam,  Mr.  Cickenon  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 

a  latter  from,  banamilting  fifty  o^ica  of  hia 
•batncta,  &c.,  relating  to  the  loDgitnda  of 

Ae  Capitol 

Land  Laws,  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inqaiie  into  the  expe- 
diency of  Bmeadiag  the,  in  re^ct  to  tbe 
diapcaal  of  thapublie  land      ... 

(See  SaltM  of  Publie  Lattdi.) 
Land  Wamnia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repn- 
lentatives  allowing  ftirther  time  far  iasa< 
ing  end  locating,  read    .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
ported  without  amendment  - 
M(«d  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .    ; 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        .        .    ; 
Lands  reserved,  a  bill  authoriiing  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  to  purchase  certain, 


ordered  to  a  thirdreading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
LudoQ,  Joseph,  Mr.  Ssnford  presented  the  m 
nioiial  of,  referred  .... 
oommiltee  ditdiaiged        ... 


I,an gslon, ^William,  Mr.  Eaton  pieaanlad  tha  po- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 
committee  discharged        -        .        .        -    : 
Langnillo,  Francis  B.,  Mr.  Johuen  pteaesled 
tl)e  petition  of,  referred  .... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ... 
read  a  seoood  time    -...-' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .    ; 
read  a  third  lime,  and  paatvd 
Latitude  of  3S°  SC  norib,  Mr.  Baiboar  oSani 
■  jnint  resolution  requesliiig  ttw  Freaidaat 
of  the  United  Stales  to  employ  a  akilfBl 
artist  to  ascertain  the,  on  the  west  bank-  of 
Tennessee  river,  raad     .... 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        ■ 
Lalrobe,  Benjamin  H.,  ibe  munoiial  ot,  (afernd 
the  Committee  on  ihe  DislriM  of  Co- 


Leake,  Walter,  of  Mississippi  attended     - 
Le  Baron,  Francis,  Mr.  Goldsborongb  preMnted 
the  petition  of,  releiTtd  -        .        .        - 
Lee,  Richard  Bland,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baitioqr, 
the  memorial  of,  presented  at  last  session, 
was  referred  to  tbe  Cummiltae  of  ClaioM 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
coosiderad,  and  concurred  in      -        .        . 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      

adverse  report  thereon       .        .        -        . 
tbe  report  reversed,  and  a  biU  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  fmu)  .        .        .    : 

read  a  second  time    •..-.: 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .    : 

read  a  third  time,  and  paesed    • 
Leonard,  Charles  S.    (See  Kintlof,  JJaja.) 
Lewis,  Wm.  B.,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Bep- 
reaeatstives  for  the  relief  of  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

Xled  wilhonl  amendment     ... 
sd  to  a  third  reading  .        ... 
read  a  third  lime  and  passed,  with  an  ametxl- 

Libraiy,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  areiolation  to  ap- 
point a  joint  committee  on  the,  read  twice 
read  a  tliird  time,  and  passed      ... 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the,  to  the 
north  niag  of  the  Capitol,  read  twice     - 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading 
read  Ihe  third  lime,  and  passed  -        .        . 
Mr.  Fromentin  submiiied  ■  lesolalion  fur- 
ther eltending  the  privilege  of  using  the 
books  in  ^e  ..... 

agreed  to  and  referred  to  the  Lil^rar;  Coat- 
committee  discharged  from  its  ftarther  con- 
aidera^on      ...... 

Lieutenants  of  Marinas,  acting  under  warrant, 
Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  resolution  allow- 
ing to,  the  benefit  of  the  provision  made 
for  those  of  the  Navy  acua^  under  eom- 

Ligklbonsea,  beacons,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  Himso 
of  Representatives   authorizing  certain, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  withont  amendment,  and  orJet«d 
toa  third  leading  -        -        .        - 


>yGoogle 


iSEntate  PncMdaig*  tmd  Debater. 


Ufht^ooHa,  Ac— ^ODtinoed.  Paga- 

•imiidad,  teid  ths  Ainl  time,  aod  piMsd, 
■mended       ......    sss 

LiffliUtian  ef  offieUJ  term,  od  motion  of  Mr. 
DidBraon,  the  Committee'  of  PmtncB 
were  initnieted  to  inqnin  into  the  eipe- 
diraoT  of  lilering  the  laws  in  rnpeet  to 
■ppointing  oertam  afficera      .        -        .     sis 

Linton,  Joha.  Mr.  Willinms,  of  Miaunippi,  pre- 

MDted  the  petition  of,  read     ...    334 

Litt,  Abaalom.Ur.  Rogglcgpreientedlhepathion 

of,  lefeired    ......     13S 

Live  oak  timber,  Mr.  Tait  iDbmitted  a  reaolatioo 
ioatrticting  Ibe  Naval  t^ommittM  to  iu- 
qnire  into  the  expediency  of  anthorilillE 
the  pDTchais  of,  for  bailding  eloopa-of- 


a  bill  BDthoming  the  parcbaae  of,  read 

read  a  aecond  lime     ..... 

ordered  to  a  (bird  reading  .... 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaied  - 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  reulution  from  the 
Houae  of  BepreeentstiTei  anthorliing  tba 
Preaidenl  of  tbe  United  Statei  locauM  to 
be  aacertained  the,  read  - 

read  a  aecond  tine,  and  refgrred 

raported  with  an  amendment    - 

indefinilelT  portponed 
Lord,  Archibald  B.,  and  other*.  Mr.  Gaiilard  pre- 
•ented  the  memorial  of,  referred 

•dverte  report  thereon 
IiouiaiaitB,  Mr.  Johneon  preaented  a  numorial 
of  ■  namber  of  inhabilanta  of,  praying 
conlinnation  of  land  lilies,  tefeiiad 

a  >>ill  Irom  the  Hooae  of  Rapreamtatifea 
eiplanalor}  of  Ibe  acts  ht  the  final  adjaM- 
menl  of  land  tiUea  in,  and  Minouii  T< 


read  a  aeeood  lime,  and  lefeired 

reported  with  amendmente 

ordered  to  a  Uiiril  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  ■«  : 
Lowrie,  Waller,  the  credeuliali  of,  appoiiited  a 
Senator  hj  the  Legielalure  of  PanneylTa- 
Di*.  were  read,  and  ordereil  to  be  filed  - 
L«cu,  Thomae,  on  motion  of  Ur.  DaggMt,  the 
Committee  of  Fenaiona,  &c,  ware  iiutmcl- 
ad  to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  af  plac 
ing  tbe  name   of,  on   the   liet  of  peo- 


M  the  JndKiary  Committee 
an  advene  report  thereon  - 
conenrred  in     -       ■       ■ 
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Micvty,  L.  B.,  Mr.  Johown  preeealeJ  the  p«- 

MMomb,  Aleiander,  Mr.  Ragglea  pretented  the 
petition  of,  refitrred        .... 
a  bvorable  lepoit  thereon  ... 

eoncarred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered 
a  Ull  ooniiBing  Um  claim  of,  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  read  .... 

read  a  aecond  time    .        .        .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  Ihird  time,  and  paaeed    ... 


Maonmieuon  of  Blavea,  Mr.  Sanlbrd  preeenled 
the   memorial  of  New  York  Sadet;  hi 
the,  reierred  ...... 

Mark  and  Conant,  Mr.  Rngglea  preiented  the  pe- 
lition  of,  referred   .... 

adveiM  report  thereon 
coneidtred  and  eoncarred  in 


report  of  the  Secrtlarj  of  the  Traaaurjp  on 

the  daim  of,  read  -        -        .        , 
referred  to   Ibe   Committee  of  Com 
and  MannfactureB 
Maion,  John,  and  olbera,  Mr.  GoldiboroDgh  pre* 
aentej  the  memorial  of,  referred      . 
commiitlee  discharged  from  the  fiitther  con. 
sidsralion      ...... 

HeirheiT,  lliaddeas,  Mr.  Johnaon  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ... 
Medical   Society,  District  of  Columbia,  a  b 
from  the  Hooee  of  Repreeentativei,  |o  ii 
corporate  the,  read         ... 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  refisired 
reported  with  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeied  as  amended 
Hellea,  Prentiss,  appointed  a  Senator   bf  tJte 
Lcgiajatnre  of  Uasaachnsetta  in  the  place 
of  Bti  P.  AihiBun  resigned,  wu  quaU- 

Ged,  &c. 

reutrkaof.on  the'bill  relating  lo  Slate 


Merchandise  and  Tonnage  report  liron  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasnty,  showing  tbe  gross 
amount  of  daties  on,  Jbr  a  specGed  time  - 
Merril,  Daniel,  Mr.  Monril  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ... 
•dverse  npMt  thereon 
considered  and  conearred  in 
Haasage,  the  Pteetdent's  aanaal 

two  tbonsand  copies  of  tbe,  ordered  to  b* 

Messonier,  Henry,  Mr.  Johneon  preeenled  the 
petition  of,  referred  .... 
Territory,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the 
memorial  of  sundiy  inhabitanle  o^  pray. 
ing  that  a  delegate  from  said  Territory 
may  be  authoiised,  rebrred    ... 

a  bill  from  lbs  Honse  of  RepreseDtatives 
authoriiing  a  iletegale  from,  read 

read  a  third  lima,  and  referrBci  - 

reported  with  amendmenU 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Ruggles  enbmilted  aresolotion  respect- 
ing a  district  court  in     - 

■greed  lo,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 


indefinitely  postponed 


doyGoogIc 


SenaU  Proceedings  and  DehtUa. 


Hilitar;  Acailcmj — coDtmned.  Pa 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Williun*  of  TcDnewce, 
the  Pmideot  of  Itm  United  SlRtes  wu 
riqaeited  to  csnie  to  be  laid  berore  the 
BeiMlc  ■  copj  of  the  lulc*,  dtc,  for  the 
goTemmeDt  of  the  .        .        .        .     . 

>  MeiMge  from  the  Freaident  iranimitting 

■  report  in  reply    -        ■        -        -        •    '. 
HiUtirj  Aflkiie,   appointment  of  the  atsniling 

Committeeon 

Mid  committee  wen  inatrueted  to  piepm 

and  leporl  a  bill  to  regulate  the  compen- 

■atioD  of  the  army         ,        .        .        . 

Hililaiy  Ealabliabment,  Mr.  Tichenor  lubmlllad 

■  reaolntion  directing  the  Secretaty  of  Wai 
to  Uy  before  the  Senate  a  italcment  of 
the  eflectiTe  force  of  the,  &c. 

amended  and  agreed  to      -         -         •         - 

the  atatement  aaked  for,  agreed  to 

Military  Service,  *  bill  from  the  Hooh  o(  Rep- 

reaentatiTea  makiiig  partial  appropriation* 

for  the,  Ac,  read   ----- 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  re»d  the  third 

epreeentatirea, 
r  the,  for  the 


making  ippropri 

year  1619,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  end  referred 
reported  with  amendmcnta         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  u  amended 
read  the  third  Ume,  »aA  paieed  with  amend- 

HifiUry  Sitea,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaao  of  Repre- 
■entali*ea,  authorizing  the  aate  of  certain, 

read  a  aecond  time    -        -        -        i        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued 
Militia,  appointment  of  the  atanding  committee 


report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  (boning 
the  organization  and  atrenglh  of  the,  in 
the  leTeral  Statea  -  -    -        -        - 

OB  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  ■  resotnlion  wai 
adopted  proTJding  for  accnrate  annual  ra- 
toma  of  the,  referred  to  a  committee        -    I 

the  committee  discharged  ■        ■        ■        .    I 
.Milling,  Hngh.     (Ste  Buehanan,  John.) 
Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johuaon  preeented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        ■        .        .        . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  •         .         ;     ; 

read  a  aecond  time 

ordered  lb  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -    : 

read  the  third  time,  and  pMeed 
Mini*,  Isaac,  and  other*,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae 

of  Kepresentatire*  for  relief  of,  read        -    ', 

read  a  leeond  time,  and  referred         .    '    .    ; 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    1 

read  ^e  third  time,  and  p»i*M        -        -    ', 

Mint,  report  of  the  Director  of  the,  rebrtcd  to 

the  Finance  Committee         ... 

MiMitaipiu,  Mr.  Leake  preaented  a  memorial  of 

uie  conientiou  of,  prajing  an  eitension 

of  limit*         ...... 

Mr.  L.  also  preaented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legialatore  of  Alabama,  remonatnting 
againat  the  extension  prayed  for,  both  of 
wltich  were  referred        .... 


Mia*i**ippi — centinned.  Page- 

Mr.  Willi«m*   *abmitted  a  raw>lotioB,  io- 
■tiucling  the  Committee  on  Public  Land* 
to  inquire  ints  (he  expediency  of  grant- 
ing certain  portioD*  of  land  to  the  State 
of,  lor  the  seat  of  govenunent,  &c.  -        -      S3 
resolution  agreed  to  -        .        .        •        -       M 
a  tnlt  according  to  inetructioni,  read  .        -     Itl 
read  ■  second  time    .        ■        ■        .        .     IM 
ordered  to  athitd  reading  .        ■        -        -     S13 
read  tlie  third  lime,  and  paaied        -        -    S14 
K>uri,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Sepresenta- 
liTM  to  enable  the  people  of,  to  brm  a 
State  government,  ice.,  read  twice,  and 

referred US 

reported  with  amendment*        ...    S61 
the  restriction  on  *la*ery  elruck  out  •        -     ST9 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        -     S7S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  a*  amended     379 
^e  House  of  Representitire*  agreed  to  all 
the   amendments   except  one,  to  which 
the  Senate  adhered  ;  a  mefaage  tiiat  Ibe 
House  of  Representative*  also  adhered    -     X6S 
a  bill  fivm  the  House  of  Representativen,  to 
eetabliah  a  separate  territorial  government 
in  the  sonthero  part  of,  (pad  twice,  and 

referred. SSI 

reported  without  amendment     -  -    3S3 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    STO 
read  the  third  time    .....    373 
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re»d  a  aecond  lime,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed 
Morgan,  William.    (See  Arnutroag,  JoAn.) 
Morril,  Daniel  L.,  of  New  Hampsh^,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  ca*e  of  Matthew  Lyon 

on  the  bill  fi>r  the  relief  of  General  SUrk 

on  hi*  reaolution  concerning  dnelUng 
Morrow,  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio,  attended 

Mr.  Crittenden's  eulogy  upon    - 
MosB,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  tite  Houm  of  Repre- 
■entalire*  for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  ameodmMit 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mumfiird,  George,  a  message  from  the  House  of 

Sepresentativei,  announcing  the  dealhof 

McCalla,  Robert,  end  M.  H.  Jouett,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Representativea  for  relief  crf^ 


read  a  second  lime,  and  leferred 

repotted  wilh  an  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reding  - 

read  tbe  third  lime,  and  passed  with  amend* 

McCar^,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  leliefof  the  b) 

read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed 
McCansland,  John,  a  bill  ftom  the   House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  withont  amendment 
read  tbe  third  lime,  and  passad 


IKDEX. 
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P««e. 
McConnick,  Alaxudn,  Mr.  Bobwt*  pr«Miit«d 

tha  petition  of,  referred  -        •        -        -  ISO 

■dreru  report  thereon       .        -        ■        .  168 

coniidered  and  concoired  Id       -        •        -  174 
HcFerUnd,  WilliBm,  Mr.  Dickerxm  preMOtwl 

tiie  palition  of       -       -       •       •       -  16? 

advene  report  thereaa  concarred  in   •        -  19B 
McNeil.  Joeeph,  Mr,  Johmon  preieiiled  the  pe- 

titioD  of,  referred            •        -        -        -  29 
■  bill  for  the  relief  «f,  ickd         -        •        -197 

rekd  a  escood  tine   -        -        -        ■        -  SOI 

ordered  to  >  third  reading      -    -        -        -  SGO 

read  the  tUrd  time,  and  paned          -        •  269 

N. 

NwDiDg  of  Veueli  of  War,  a  reiolutioa  from 
(he  Houie  of  RepreaeDtatiTes  declarioK 
nbataball  be  the  mode  of,  read  twice  and 
referred  -        -.       .        -        -        -     SSS 

reported  withool  amendment     ■        ■        ■    256 
read  (he  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        .        -     278 
National  Bank,  Mr.  Lacock  aubmitted  a  reaoln- 
Intion  directing  the  Secrelarj  to  procure, 
and  caiue  to  be  printed,  copies  of  the  doe- 
umoDti  accompanying;  the  report  to  the 
Honn  ofRepresentBliieion  the    -        -     174 
amended  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        -     176 
a  bill  from  the   Houe  of  Rcpreientalivee 
aathoiiiing  the  tranemieaion  of  (be  dec- 
omenta  in  relation  to  the,  free  ofpoitage, 
reed  three  timei  and  paaaed    -  '       -         -     224 
Mr.  Wilion  eubmittod  a  reaolulion  directing 
the  Secretar;  to  procure,  for  the  uaa  of 
the  Senate,   eopiea  of  the   memorial  of 
William  Jodcb  late  Preiident  of  the,  to 
the  Hauae  ofRepresentativea  -        -    227 

the  reaolution  uegatiied     -  -         -         -     SSS 

K*Tal  ABkim,  appointment  of  the  ataadiDg  oom- 

mittee  of-'-        -        •        -SO 
Naval  Regialer,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Naif,  tranamitting  a  copj  of  (he,  for 
each  member         .        -        -        -        .      69 
NaTj,  a  bill  from  the  Hoom  of  RepreaeDtatiief 
making  appropriationa  (or  the  auppMt  of 
the,  for  the  year  IB19,  read     -        -        •      81 
read  a  lecoad  lime,  and  relerrad         -        -      63 
reported  with  amendment*         -        .        -     171 
oidered  to  a  (bird  reading  -  -        ■     177 

read  (he  third  time,  and  pasied  aa  amended     189 
NaTj  Penaion  Fund,  report  of  the  Commiaaion- 

eraofthe 122 

Hew  York  Hoapiul,  Mr.  King  preieDt«]  the 
memoritl  of  lb«  foremora  of  the,  in  re- 
latian  toaick  aeaman,  referred  to  the  8ec- 
relary  of  the  Tteaanry   -        -        -        -      34 
report  of  taid  officera,  refbrred  to  the  Con- 
mit(ee  of  Commerce  and  Hana6M(Biea   -      6G 
Noble,  Jamea,  of  Indiana,  attended  -        ■        -       11 
Herth  Carolina,  a  bill  to  authoriie  the  anrrey  of 
certain  part*  of  the  coait  of,  along  Cap* 
Hatteraa,  &c.,  read  ....       33 

read  a  aeeond  time    .....      86 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -      46 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .         -      69 

Mr.  MaooD  preaented  certain  acta  of  the 
Legialatnre  of,  to  whicb  the  aaaent  of  Con- 
gtaaa  wai  aaked      •        .        .        .        -      6H 


O'Connor,  John,  Mr.  Johnaon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  (he  heirs  and  eiecntora     '' 

hned 

Ogden,  Thomaa  Ludlow,  Mr.  King  presented 

(be  petition  s(  referred  - 

idTcrie  report  thereon 

cooaidered  ejid  concnrred  in 

Organlxation  of  the  Courti,  a  bill  for  the  more 

convenient,  read    .        -        -        . 


Dond  ti 


f  Repreeen. 


third  reading . 
read  (he  (hird  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Orr,  James,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  R 
tativsa  for  relief  of,  read  t 

forrwl 

reported  without  amendment  . 
read  the  (hird  (ime,  and  paaaed  . 
Otis,  Harrison  Gray,  of  MasaachuaeK^  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  ease  of  Matthew  Lyon 
in  reply  (□  Mr.  Cri(tenden 
remark!  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  Stale  con. 
troreniae 


Page,  Tbomaa.    (See  Kidd,  Robtrt.') 

Palmer,  William  A.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
(he  Legialatnre  of  Vermont,  in  place  of 
James  Fiek,  resigned,  produced  hie  ere. 

dentiali,  dec. 9 

other  credentiala,  for  a  new  term,  presented 
and  filed SBl 

Parker,  John,  and  olhera.  Mr.  Noble  pTeaeniad 

(he  memorial  of,  referred        ...      64 

Parrot,  John  F.,  the  eredeatjala  of,  aa  Senatw 
appointed  by  the  Legialature  of  New 
Hamluihite,  were  read  and  filed      -        •    277 

Paicagoala  RiTcr,  Hr.  Witliame  of  Uiniauppi 
preaented  •  petition  praying  that  a  pott 
of  eiUry  may  be  establiahed  at,  read        -    2&3 

Passenger  Bhips,  &c,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 

Repreasntatives,  regulating,  read  -  .  80 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  .  80 
reported  with  amendmenta  ...  US 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  206 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  as  amended  306 
Honaa  of  KepceseutatiTes  agreed  (o  (he 
amendments  with  an  amendment  which 
was  concurred  in 880 

Patapsco  River  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  Mr.  Oolds. 
MraroDgh   pre^nted   (he   petition  of  the  ' 
Marine  tosuiance  Company  of  Baltimore, 
praying  the  improvement  of  the  naviga. 
tion  of  the,  referred        .        -        -        -      97 

Palniat,  Rhode  Ialand,abill  to  increase  the  com- 
penaation  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of. 


read  a  second  time 

ordered  (o  a  third  reading  -  .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed ... 

Pay  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee 

inbmitled   a   resolution   ina trading    the 

Militsr;  CommiHee  to  inquire  into  the 

eipedieney  of  increasing  (he  . 

considered  and  agreed  to   - 
Pearl  River,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  relative  to  land  daima  east  and 
west  of,  referred    .        .        -        -        . 

the  report  ordered  to  he  pijated 


>yGoo^le 
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PmuI  RiiP 

Mr.  hetkti  prewatcd  Um  mcuariil  of  tba 
Lafialatuce  (if  Mu«Hippt,  prajing  the 
e«tibliehEiient  of  >  poitofenttj  >tt>r  doit 

PinnrrWuiii,  a  bill  bom  the  Houie  of  Repra- 
■CDt*U*ea  taneeixuag  ibe  wralern  diatrict 

read  a  xeood  lime,  attd  refcricd 
reported  without  amendment    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        - 
Feniioaa,  appointmeat  of  the  atandtag  eoikiDit' 


the  uid  Goinoiittee  were  inatnioled  to  in- 
quire into  the  eipedienc;  of  amendtag 
Lhe  act  proTidiDg.  for  eertain  peraoiM,  Ac 
Peikioa,  Nicbolu,  Mr.  Eaton  preienled  the  pe- 
tition of,  relerfed    ..... 
Perrjr,  Wm.  M.,  eod  Maik  Burnett,  Mr.  Tajlor 
preaented  the  pelition  of,  {eferred   - 
adTcne  reporl  theieon        -        -        .        . 
conaidered  and  concarred  in       -        -        . 
Perth  .^nbo;,   the  conmitteo  were  diicbarged 
from  the  petitian  of  tbe  inhabitanta  (<n  a 
aeaaion  of  the  dialrici  court  at        .        - 
PettiboDe,  Daniel,  Mr-  Ticbenor  preaented  the 
petition  ot,  referred        .... 
a  bill  lor  tbe  relief  of,  read         ... 
read  a  aecoad  time    .        -        -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        - 

read  the  third  Ume,  and  pwaed 
Peltil,  John,  Mi.  Johnaon  preaented  die  petilioo 
of,  referred    -..-■■ 
a  tnii  Air  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    .        -        ■        -        . 
onknd  to  a  third  reading  .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Pike,  Jamea,  Mr.  Horiil  ptcaantad  the  petition 
o^iefared    -...-. 
Piiacj,  a  bill  to  protect  the  commerce  of  tbe 
United  Stalea  and  for  the  pooiahmenl  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred        .        .        . 
reported  with  aBcndmenla,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         ..... 
read  the  tbird  time,  and  ptaeed 
Pilkin'a  Commercial  Statittica,  areaolution  from 
the  HoDse  of  RepreaeDtatlie*  directing, 
to  be  depoailed  in  tbe  Library,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    .        -        -        . 
•mended  and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading 
^ead  the  (bird  time,  and  paased  u  amended 
Poire;,  M.,  a  bill  from  tbe  Uouie  of  Repreaenta- 
tirei  making  provition  for  the  cJaim  of. 


read  a  aecond  lime,  and  referred 

reported  wilhont  amendment    - 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Pool,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  Hoom  of  Bepre- 
■entatiTsa  for  relief  of,  read     - 

read  a  aecond  time    .... 

reported  without  amendment    • 

ottered  to  a  tbird  reeding  . 

read  the  third  time,  anil  poiied 

Portland,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  cubmiUed  a  reao- 

lotion  inatructing  the  Conunittea  on  tbe 

Jadkiar;  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieD^ 

ofeatabliatiingacircaiteMirtta  be  bald  at 

Moaidered  and  ^reed  to   -        - 


Page. 
Poet  Ofllee  EMaUiahmenl,  a  bUI  to  reped  part 

of  the  act  eatablifhingibe,  read      -        -     173 

read  a  aecond  time    -        .        .        .        .     177 

ordered  to  a  tbird  reeding  .        ...     331 

reed  tbe  third  lime,  and  piaed        .        •    tM 

Peat  Officea  and  Poit  Roads,  appointment  af  tbe 

■tending  committee  on  -  -        -       30 

Poet  RoMda,  a  bill  Irom  the  Houie  of  Repteaeiit- 

ali*e*  to  alter  and  eitabliafa  ortain,  read  873 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  ralerred  -  .  3T6 
reported  with  amandmenti^  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....    jsi 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  a*  amended     383 
Poet  Route.  ^ie  Committee  on  Foat  Officea  and 
PoatRoada  were  inatmctedto  inquire  into 
the  eipedienc;   of  eataUiihiog  a  certain     IBO 
Potter,  Elderkin,  Mr.  Rngglea  preaented  the  pe- 


commitlee  diecbnrged  -  .  .  . 
Preble,  Com.  Edvard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Repreaentatiiet  aotheriiing  the  diitribu- 
lion  of  I  mm  of  monej*  among  the  rapre- 
aenlatiTei  of,  and  tbe  offleei*  and  crew  of 
the  Syren,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and   paned 
Fre.emptian  Claims,  Mr.  Morrow  preaented  the 
memorial  1^  tbe  Legialature  of  Misaonri 
Territory  in  relation  to,  referred 

Mr.  Thomaa  prcaeoied  a  petition  fhim  lUi. 

noil  of  tbe  aame  tenor,  read    ... 

Preaidont  of  tbe  United  Statee,  a  joint  committee 

appointed  lo  wait  on  the        .        .        . 

Mr.  Banford  submitted  a  reaolntion  reapect- 
ing  the  aignature  of  the,  to  land  paleole 

agreed  lo,  and  referred  to  tbe  Commitlee  on 

Public  Landa         ..... 

Prevoft,  Solomon,  Mr.  Jobnion  preaented  the 

petition  0^  referred        .... 

a  bill  lor  tbe  relief  of,  read 

read  a  lecood  time  ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Printing,    Mr.  Wilion   aubmitted   a  reaolntion 
concerning  the,  ordered  by  tbe  two  Houaea, 
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read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  ... 

retarned  from  the  Honae  of  RepreaentatiKa 
with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to 

Mr.  Lacock  alio  lulnnitted  a  reaolntion  re- 
lating to  the  ...... 

which  waa  agreed  to        .        •        -        . 

a  meaaege  from  the  Home  of  Bepraaanta- 
tirea  that  they  have  appointed  ajointoom* 
mittee  on  tbe,  cencarred  ia,  and  commit. 
B  anwinted 
rt  of  the  joti 


t  joint  committer   read   and 


Mr.  FronMBtin  (nbmitted  a  resetution  to  re- 

eonaidered  and  dieagreed  to  -  •  • 
Protection  of  the  Maila,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, tbe  Committee  on  Fd«  Ofioaa,  Ac, 
were  inatructed  to  inqniro  inlo  the  aipe- 
dienc;  ofanthoriaiBg  the  PoalmMter  Gen- 
eral to  employ  an  armed  guard  fM  the    - 


IKBEX. 
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Pntactioii  of  ihe  Hul*— conttnaed.  F 

inupcdiener  of  doing  «  r^oited 

connJend  and  ooncunBd  in       -        •        • 

PtoqC,  WiUiuD,  Hr.  Diggett,  ^Mnrted  Ihe  p«- 

titinn  of,  refemd    -        -        -        -        - 

a  bill  to  BOtboHw,  toinatitata  a  nut  In  eqni' 

ty  agiinat  the  Cammiiaiener  of  PabUc 

BnHdingf,  Sec,  reul       .        .        ■        ■ 

Tsai]  a  waDnd  time    ■        •        .        -        ■ 

OTdetad  to  a  Ihircl  reading  -        •        ■        ■ 

read  Ihe  third  time,  and  paiaad  ... 

PtOTideat  AjiDciation  of  Cterka,  a  bill  from  ike 

HooM  of  Re^eeentativea  lo  inoorporate 

read  a  lecond  time,  and  referrad 
reported  with  an  nQBodmeDl     -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  ai  anandad 
Pablic  Accosnti,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 

reaentattTw  lapplemenlal^  to  the  aet  for 

prompt  Mttiement  of,  read  ... 
read  a  lecond  lime,  sod  refemd 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  Ihe  tbird  time,  end  paeaad  ... 
Public  Building*,  a  Meuege  from  the  Preaident 

of  the  United  8tai«  ttanimitting  the  an. 

mial  report  of  the  CommiMtoner  of  the  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  BepmentaliTe* 

makJog  eppropriatioQs  for  repaiii,  Ac,  of 

read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  withovt  tni«B<)iDcnt     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  poteed  . 
Pnblie  Landi,  appointment  of  Ihe  atanding  Corn- 


Mr.  Eugglea  preeented  the  petition  of  inn- 
drj  inhabii^nla  of  Ohio,  prajing  an  ei- 
tennou  of  time  lot  eaoipletiag  paruentt 
on,  which  waa  r$ad        .... 

Mr.  Noble  preeented  a  wnilar  petition,  from 


Public  PflatiDg,  tapart  of  the  joint  commttteB 
on  the  (ubject  of  the 
considered  and  agreed  to- 
ft rceolation  dir«cling  the  manner  of,  read 
three  timee,  and  paeeed  .... 
Pwkbill,  Jacob,  Mr.  Crittenden  preeented  the 
petitioa  of,  referred 
•dverae  report  thereon   - 
the  report  roTereed,  and  bill  ordered   • 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 
read  the  third  tim«  and  paawd  - 
Fatney,  BcDJaoiin,  Mr.  Macon  preeentad  the  pe- 
tition of,  relitrTed    -        .        .        . 
advarie  report  thereon 
coneidered,  and  coneuired  in 
Pyle,  Edwaid,  Mr.  Tajlar  preeented  the  peti' 
tion  of 

Q- 
Quarter  Sectiotii^  Mr.  Leake  mbmitted  a  reaoln* 

tian  relaliiig  to  fractioaa  of    • 
gartering  Soldiers  in  time  of  War,  Mr.  Fbnjtb 

■abmitted  a  resaltiltQD  on  the  subject  of  . 
Qaeratu,  a  message  sent  to  Ihe  Home  of  ReprO' 

•entatiTes  umounciDg  the  formation  of  a 
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Rabun,  GoTornor,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United   Statu,  transmitting   the 
eopj  ofa  teller  from       .        .        .        .      S9 
Rangem,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  ef  a 
compaoj  of,  commandei]  1^  James  Big. 
gar,  referred  ■-....     198 
adverse  report  theceon       ....    S40 
considered,  and  coneorroi]  in     -        >        .    SSS 
Rapine,  Daniel,  a  letter  from,  ofloing  for  tbe 

priotiDg SSI 

Receivera  and  Registers,  Mr,  EatMi  preeented  a ' 
memorial  prajing  a  reTiaion  of  the  act 
chanpng  the  eompensaliou  of,  referred  .      74 
a  bill  lo  fii  the  compensation  cf,  read         .    MS 
read  a  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading Sfifl 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    369 
ReUnquishmentof  Bount]'LBnds,a  bill  franthe 
House  of  Repreeenlatlvea  coaceming  pen- 
eians  upon  s,  read  ....    t3* 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        -    334 
reported  vritbout  amendment     ...    US 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    388 
Rsnner,  Daniel,  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  a  biU 
from  the  Honaeof  RepTesentatiTesfbr  Ihe 

relief  of,  read 81 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        .      83 
reported  nttb  an  amendment     ...    101 
»dered  lo  a  third  reading  ....     ITS 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  as  amended     185 
Restitoiion  of  Slave*,  Mr.  Fmmenlia  subtnkled 
a  rasolotioa  reqoestiag  infonnationoftbe 
Preeident  of  the  United '  SlsM«i  toaehtng 
thaeiecutionoftbefiratartiale  of  the  trea^ 
with  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the      -      SI 
agtaad  to,  and  commiUee  appointed  to  wait 

on  the  Pieaident  -  -  -  .  -  S3 
■  Message  from  the  Presidsnt  in  replj  86 

B(rTolntioiiar7  War,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rngglaa, 
the  Committee  on  PenaioDa  were  inalruoC. 
ed  to  inquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  to  provide  for  certain  penon« 
engaged  in  the,  dw.       .        .        -        '100 
•aid  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  •        •     161 
and  are  accordingly  discharged  ...     186 
Biee,  Henry,  Mr.  Otii  preeented  the  petition  ot, 

referred SGS 

committee  diicharged         ....    376 
Ring,  Hannah,  and  Lather  Prink,  a  bill  from  the 
Houa*  of  BeptesantatiTai  for  the  relief  of, 
read  a  Gral  and  second  time,  and  rebtrad     198 
reported  with  amendments       ...    ssS 
oidered  to  a  third  nading  ...    37S 

read  the  third  tiiM,  and  passed  with  anend. 

Koberls,  Jonathan,  of  PennsyWania,  attended  -  11 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Gen. 

era!  Blark 73 

speech  of,  on  Ihe  bill  for  the  mote  convenient 

organtiation  of  the  courts  ...  l(ffl 
Robertson,  William,  Mr.  WiUon  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....  86 
committee  discharged,  and  the  petition  re-' 

feired  lo  the  Naval  Committee  -  -  S4 
adverae  report  thereon  ....  90 
coneidered,  and  concurred  in      •        •        -      98 


fflDEX. 

Senate  Proceediitgi  and  Debate*. 


Bocktille  tad  Wsihington  Turnpike  CompaDy, 
a  bill  frani  Ihe  Hoaie  of  KepreMDUtiTra 
tothorimig    the,  to  eitend    their  road 
through  the  Dialriet  of  CotDmbiA,  read 
read  *  Mcand  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  uDendaeDt 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading  ■        .        ■ 
read  the  third  time,  and  pseied  - 
Bodriguei,  John,  Mi.  Jobnion  pretented  the  pe- 
tilioD  of,  refennl   .... 
a  bill  far  Ihe  relief  of,  read 
read  a  iccood  lime    .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaud  - 
Roode,  Pierre  D.  do  ta,  Mr.  JohauD  preMnted 
Ihe  petitioD  or,rerensd  - 
a  bill  for  (be  relief  of,  read 
read  a  teeond  time    .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 
read  Ihe  third  time,  and  paiaed  ■ 
Bugglei,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  allended 

■paech  of,  en  hia  rHolution  lo  clothe  the 

AmiT  in  domeatic  maiinfacturei     . 

Rulei  and  Begnlaliona  for  the  Naiy,  the  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  at  the 

lait  leaaion,  on  the,  naa  referred  to  Ihe 

NbtbI  Committee  -        -        -        -        . 

Mr.  Roberta  anbmitled  a  reiolutioil  inatruet- 

ing  aaid  committee  to  inquire  whether  aaid, 

are  in  conforoiUy  with  military  iawa,  dec. 

GOnaidered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        .        . 

the  committee  reported  a  rcaalation  requir. 

ing  the  Becretary  of  the  NaTjr,  nnder  the 

direction  of  the  Preaident,  to  report  at  the 

next  aeauon,  a  t^ply  to  the  inquiry 

conaiderad,  and  agread  lo  . 

RnDawaya.on  motion  of  Mr.  Fonydi,  Ihe  Com- 

mitise  on  the  District  of  Oidambi*  were 

inetracted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedjent^ 

of  annulling  the  lawi  regulating  the  aei- 

lOre  of  perion*  of  color  auapi.'cled  to  be 

aaid  committee  diacharged  ... 


Sackell,  AugDatni,  Mr.  King  preientedtbe  peti- 
tion of,  referred 89 

adverae  report  thereon       .... 

cenaidered,  and  coneorred  in     •        . 
Salariei  of  certain  Offieera,  a  bill  to  inoreaM  the, 

read  the  dkird  time,  and  paaaed 

retnmeil  from  the  Honao  of  RepraMDlativea 

with  amendment*  ..... 

conaidered,  and  concurred  in      -        .        . 

Salei  of  Public  Land*,  letter  from  the  Secretaiy 

of  the  Treaiory  with  a  atatement  of  iIm 
report  of  the  CommiUae  on  Pnblic  Landi 

of  Ihe S16 

a  bill  maUng  further  proiiaien  for  the,  read    SIO 

ieadaaeeondlime;DrderedtoalbltdrMdi&g    S44 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaied 

Sanford,  Nathan,  of  Nen  York,  attended  ■ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  proTiding  lor  aick 

Schoon maker,  Cornelia,  and  P.  M.  Greeoe,  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

adveraa  rrport  thereon       .... 

iadefinitelj  poalponed        .        .        -        . 


Seminole  War,  Mr.  Lacack  aobmitted  a  reeoln- 
tion  that  the  Menage  and  document*  r»- 
lating  to  the,  be  referred  to  a  aetecl  corn- 


amended  and  agreed  to,  and  a 

■[■Minted       ...... 

Mr.  L.  aabmitled  another  reaolution  aaking 
of  the  President  copies  of  the  corree* 
pondenee  with  Spain  in  telalioa  to  the 

modified  and  ag r«ed  to     •       .       -       . 

a  Measage  from  the  PieaideDt  traoamitling 
■  eopy  of  a  teltar  frMD  Ootnmor  Bibb  to 
Chneral  Jadtaon    .....     I 

report  of  the  eomtnittse  in  full  .  -    i 

Senate,  opening  of  the  aeooBd  aeeejon  of  tha, 
(fifteenth  Congress)       .... 

adjoummsnt  of  the  -        .        .        .        -    : 
Sewall,  Robert,  Mr.  Hanaon  presented  the  peli. 
lion  of,  referred      ..... 

adTsrsB  report  thereon        .... 

coDaideied,  and  coiKDrred  in     .        .        - 

Bejbert'a  Slalialical  Annala,  a  resolution  from 

the  House  of  RepresentatiTei  for  the  dts- 

Iribulion  of,  read   ..... 

read  •  second  lime    .        .        •        .        - 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    . 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  as  amended 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me. 
morial  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  at, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  re- 

ferreJ ' 

8ick  and  disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  lo  proride  fiir, 

read  a  second  lima    - 

conaidered         ......     m 

ordered  la  a  third  reading  ....    903 

read  the  third  Lime,  and  paasod  .        .    SIO 

SiiopsfHi,  James,  Mr.  Daggett  praseDUd  the  psti- 

tion  of,  referred      .        .        >        •      '  •     LSI 
.  committee  diaehargad        ....    SM 

Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  on  Ihe  state  of  the    307 
nave  Trade,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repn- 
sentativei  in  addition  to  the  act  to  pro- 
hibit the,  read        ... 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment ;  read  Ihe  third 

time,  and  passed 

Slaves  impressed  into  the  Public  Service,  Mr. 
Macon  sobmilted  a  resolotioQ  ooncerii- 
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■greed  to,  and  referred  lo 

the  oommitlea  dischsrged 
Slocum,  John,  Hr.  Burrill  presented  Ihe  peti. 

lion  of,  referred     .        i        ;        . 
Smith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 

speech  of,  on  Ihe  case  of  Matthew  Lyon 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General.Stark 
on  Ihe  bill  for  more  convenient  organisa- 
tion of  the  courts  .         -        -        ^        ■ 
Smith,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  Ihe  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        .        -        -         , 
Smyth,  Harold,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repra- 
sentalives  for  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
repotud  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  Ihe  third  lime,  and  passed 


SenaU  Proceedmgt  and  DtbaUt. 


Smjril),  Richu-cl,  Mr.  Dickarton  preieoted  tb« 
memoriKl  of,  referred      -        -        .        - 

Spun,  H  Msuige  from  the  Preiidctit,  triDamit- 
ting  &  copy  of  bit  piocluDKlion  of  tho 
coQTcatiim  with 

Spsrlu.  Thomu.    (See  Btck,  Paul.) 

Stutding  Commitleei,  appoiiitiiieDt  of  the  mv- 
Btal 

Standing  Roleii  Mr.  8«nlbtd  ofieied  an  amoud- 


meut  to  the  - 


eans[dered,  and  agreed  to  - 
SImA,  Major  General  John,  «  bill  from  the  Honae 
of  RepreiBQtatiTei  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  leennd  lima,  and  referred 
reported  without  amandment    -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pauad 
St«ainboat<,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot  the  Com- 
mittee on   Poit  Office!  and  Foit  Roada 
were  initiactfd  to  inquire  into  the  axpe- 
diencj   of   aolhorizing    the    PoatmaiUr 
General  to  transmit  the  mail  in      -        - 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  anthoriiing  tha  Poat- 
muler  General  to  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  in,  &c., read     - 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenta 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued 
Stephana,  David,  Mr.  Morril  pteaeoted  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 
Stephena,  Otho,  Mr.  Palmer  prMtBtad  Ihe  peti- 
tion of,  rafarrsd      .... 
adverae  report  thereon 
cenaidered  and  eonenrred  in 
Sterratt,  Samnel,  Mr.  Niri>Ie  preaenUd  tlw  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .... 
adverae  report  thereon 
eonridered  and  concurred  in 
SttAaa,  Monntford,  of  Nortil  Carolina,  attended 
Stnne,  George,  Mr.  Morril  pretented  the  petition 
of,  refeired    -        -        -        -  u     ■ 
advene  report  thereon,  read 


Sbirer,  Clement,  of  New  Hampabire,  attended 

Streeta,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaenlativea 

aathoriiing  the  corporttioa  of  Wubing- 

ton  to  extend  eertain,  through  public  re- 

aervatioDi,  read      .        -        -        . 

read  a  ae«ond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

indefinitely  poalponed 

StDtTt,  Phcebe,  a  bill  from  tha  Honaa  of  Repro> 

-  aentalive*  far  raUef  el,  read    • 

l«td  a  aeeond  tine,  and  reined 

reported  without  amendment     - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeecd 

StDrgaa,  Rachel,  Mr.  Dickeraon  preaentad  the 

petition  of,  referred 

port  thereon 


onaidered  an' 


Superviaon   end   Collectora   of  the   old  Direct 

Tax,  Mr.Tichenoratlbmitted  areiolnlion 

»f  inqniry  relating  to  balancee  duo  from 

•greed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 

aent  it  to  the  PreaidenI  .... 

a  Meaaage  from  the  Preaident  tranamittlDg 

■fl  reply         .... 


BL  Andrew'a  Society  of  Charleston,  the  petition 
of,  praying  a  remiaaion  of  dnliea,  referred 
to  the  Financa  Committee     ■       .       .      7fi 
adverae  report  thereon        ....     163 

conaidered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -     177 
St.  Stephen'a,  Mr.  Willtama,  of  Mitnaaippi,  pre- 
aeuted  the  petition  of  tho  Inhabitanti  of, 
praying  that  a  port  of  entry  maybe  eatab- 
liehed  at  -        -        -        -        -      38    > 

T.  / 

Tait,  Gharlea,  of  GeoTgia„atlendBd   ■        -        -      66 
runarka  of,  on  the  bill  providing  for  aick 
aeamen  ......    203 

Talbot,  Iiham.  of  Kentucky,  attended        -        -      80 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  for  deciding  State 

controveraiea  .         .         .       102,  ISe,  196 

Taylor,  Waller,  ot  Indiana,  attended         -        -       11 
the  eredenlieta  of,  for  a  new  term,  preaented 

and  Glad 3S3 

bill  from  the  Honee  of  Repreaeot. 
ativea  to  amend  the  act  anpplementary  to 
the  act  authorizing  the  State  of,  to  iacDe 
granta,&c,  read     .        .        .        -,       .     338 
read  a  aeeond  lime,  and  referred         •        -    330 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        .    273 
indefinitely  poetponed        ....    285 
Thomae,  Jeasa  B.,  appointed  «  Senator  by  the 
LegiaUtnre  of  Iltinoia,  produced  hia  cre- 

deatiala,  Ac 38 

Thorn,  Joseph,  Mr.  Forajth  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 88 

a  bUI  for  the  relief  of;  read         ...     103 
read  a  aeeond  time    -        .        .        -        -     185 
the  third  reading  negatived       *         ~        '.    -^'^ 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Eppea  preaented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....    309 
a  bill  concemiog  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
increaae  the  aalary  of,  the  auperintendent 

thereof  read 333 

read  a  lecond  time    .        -        -        .        .    33S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -    377 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        -    37S 

Tiehenor,  lease,  of  Vermont,  attended       -        -      11 

TimberUke,  John  B.,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Hiasia- 

aippt,  preaented  the  petition  of,  referred  6< 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  100 
read  a  aeeond  time  -  -  .  -  •  IH 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -    Sll 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -    313 

Tompkina,  Daniel  D.,  Tioe  Preudent,  took  the 

chair 89 

Aetch  of  hia  remarka  on  giving  the  eaating 
vole  on  the  appropriation  lor  a  military 

road 171 

retirement  of,  tnm  the  chair      -        -         -    )3S 
Tonnage  and  Discriminating  Duties,  a  Inll  in 

addition  to  the  act  conceraing,  read  -  33i 
read  a  second  time  ...  -  -  SS7 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    364 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeed  -        -        .    356 
Trading-houaes  witb  the  Indian  Tribes,  a  biD  to 
eontinne  in  force  for  a  further  time  the 
act  conceraing,  read      -        -        .        -    341 
read  «  second  time    -----    240 
ordered  to  a  thh-d  reading  .        -        -    364 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -    3U 

Transportation  of  parsons  of  color,  dtc,  ■  UU  re- 

speoting  the,  read  -        ...      68 


iSlMiafc  Ftwxtdiagt  and  Debaltt. 


TimBiportation^-con  tin  tied . 
bUl  read  m  iMond  tiuie 
nftntd  to  itaecannBiUaeDQ  iheinMitation 

OflluTM 

Mi.  WilwD  lubmilted 


codhiImci]  and  igreeil  l»    • 

■  bill  r«*p«<:ting  itui,  read  -        .        .        . 

road  a  Mcood  time    -        ■        .        .        . 

ordered  10  ■  third  readiog  ■        ■        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  sad  passed  ■        ■        ■ 
Treaiiuei.  llie  geoaral  accoual  of  the,  preaented 
Ttt»mj  Depvrtnent,  report  of  the  Stcrelarj  ia 
obedieno*  !•  the  acl  eatabliihing  the 

another  report,  accordipg  to  taw 

a  bill  lor  (he  belter  organizaiioii  of  the,  read 

read  ■  aecond  lime,  and  referred 

reported  wilboul  ■meDdmeDt     ■        •        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        . 

Nad  lb*  third  time,  and  puied  - 
Tretanrj  Notes  lost  or  desirojed,  a  bill  from  the 
HoDf*  of  RepreaeniaiiTea    to   aathoriu 
peirnent  in  certain  cski  on  aeeoant  of, 


Page.  '  Wait'*  Stale  Papers— eoatinDtd. 


Ward,  Saiaad,  a  bill  fw  the  rt\itf<i.  rod 
read  a  seeoDd  tine,  sod  re 
reported  witboal  ai 


read  a  aecond  time,  and  rcfeired 
reported  with  an  amendment  ■ 
orilered  to  a  tbird  reading  ... 

nad  the  third  time,  and  parsed  as  amended 
Troop,  John,  Mr.  Sanfbid  prasvnled  the  petition 

o^  referred 

adTorse  report  thereon       .... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  (joldsborongh,  the  said  le. 

port  was  nitbdrann        .... 
a  reaolulion  reported  (hat  the  peiitionaihaTo 

leiTo  lo  withdraw  his  papers  ... 
considered  sad  concnrred  in       . 
Toraer,  Tbomai,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  fiep> 

reienlatiies  cODccrninf  the  beir*  and  le- 

gateea  of,  read        ... 
read  a  lecond  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  - 

V. 

Van  Djke,  Nteholas,  from  Delawar*,  attended  - 

Tienne,  M.  de,  a  bill  from  the  Hotia*  o(  Repre> 

aenlatinea  making  proviaion  iitt  tk*  dun 

of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
~aBortsd  wilhoat  amendment     ... 
idered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

t«mI  Uie  third  tiwa,  and  pasaed  ... 
Villere,  Jacqaee,  Mr.  Jolmson  preaented  the  pe- 
.tition  of,  referred    ..... 
Vincennes  Uniienii;,  Mr.  Tsjlor  pressnted  Ik* 
mamorial  <rf,  referred      .... 
TrecUnd,  Ann,  and  otheia,  Mr.  Diekeraon  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
■  bit!  for  relief  of  Ihe  h^ra  utd  repreeonln- 

lives  of  Nicbolaa  Treeland,  reaa     - 

Mad  a  second  time    ..... 

oidcred  to  a  third  teadng  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  ... 

W. 

Wail'e  Bute  Paper*,  a  bill  awthoiiang  snbaoiiH 

tion  fin  l1w  Illh  and   ISlh  volomaa  ot, 

read j        . 


read  the  third  time,  and  pantd  ■     ■    ■  '~ 
Wamaek,  Fiedciiek  C,  Ht.  WiUimdlW 

neaeie,  presented  the  petidoa  ot,  ntnd  < 
WeabiDglon,  Mr.  Goldnboroogli  ntaill>l»- 

Bolntion  to  erect  a  raonnaeal  mttti*' 

mains  of  Genersl,  read  . 
read  a  aecond  time    • 
referred  to  a  select  coddiIUm 
reported  with  ameadmcDt) 
recommitted  with  inatractioai 


a  bill  (, 


thi  Capitol  ■qoue,  read- 
read  a  second  time    ■ 
ordered  to  a  Ihinl  reading  - 


Mr.  liacock  prtitnled  the  jM*  ■  « 
Mayor,  *e.,  of  the  C1ijoi;fi)iiI"»- 
newal  of  their  chsrUr.ratBn'     -     '   ' 
a  bill  Bupplementirj  U  tin  itt  tato  ■ 

amend  the  charter  aftheCil;^;  rat  ■  ^ 
read  n  second  time    -       '      '     '    '  •[! 
ordered  lo  a  third  Rsdiog  •      '     '    '  m 
read  Ihe  third  time,  and  fmi  ■     *    ' 
Washington  Turnpike  Compm^,""*""' 
Houae  of  Hep«aanlsii«iU-p-r» 
to  extend  tbeii  road  lliroi|t  *"  »*  ^^ 
of  Columbia,  read  -       -     •         '  ^^ 
read  a  aecond  tioe,  sed  r*nii  '  ^j 

reported  withont  amendaiMi    '     '     '  g, 
read  the  third  lime,  and  pw"  ■      '    . 
Way,  Andrew,  jr.,  leller  fron,  dfiwj  b  "  j, 

printing  -  -  '  '  ' 
Webber,  Both.  (Bee  EiW.  JWo*)  . 
Welle,  Benjamin,  a  biU  fi.m  d«  H'^^'J 

rwenutivessoppfeniM"'!"'".      ,  S 

the  relief  oj;  read  --^'  .« 

read  a  lecond  tim^  •«  n™"  .  S 

of,  relerTed     ■       •  .     ■  I* 

adTorM  report  IhefW"      .'  ,     ■  i< 

considered  and  concoffidiii     '      .|_. 

Whealon,  Joseph,  a  biUft- *«  H""^"^  til 

reaentatiTasfcrrelief'*"^-     .    .V 

t«ad  a  second  linn.  """.[^r.     -     ■  *I 

i^wrtal  wiHioal  «i 

read  Ike  third  tin' 

Whilmore,  Mirtba,  ■ 

petition  of,  cc- 

Widow*  and  Ornba 

from  the  Hen  

tend,  for  «  farther  titm.  ™  r 
read  a  second  urns,  and  rsKr"" 
Bspoitedwilhiwl«n«™ 
inSefinitd,  portp""^ 
Widows  of  Miliua.  a  Wlfc«  "^   ^  ■ 

read  a  second  '^'''~\„mi    ■ 


reported  witnoo*  w-— - 
indofioitaly  pc*!""" 


oogic 


HmiM  Proceedingt  and  Debates. 


Wilda,  Bichaid  H.,  Mr.  Fonjth  preMnted  Ihe 
petition  of,  rcren-ad         ... 
a  bill  to  authorize  tbe  Battlement  of  (he 
couDti  of  James  Vfiiit,  read  - 


recommitted  to  the  committee  that  report- 


4Mere< 


ported  with  an  amendment     • 

ft  third  reading  ... 
d  tbe  thiid  lime,  and  pwaed  - 
WlUiama,  John,  of  Tenneaiee,  attended    • 
remark!  of,  on  the  bill  relatinB  to  State 

troverne* 192,  196 

Williama,  Tbomaa  K.,  of  Minbsippi,  attended 
Wilaon,  Jamea  J.,  of  New  Janej,  attended 

lemarka  of,  on  a  reaolntion  to  initracl  the 

CMumitlee  on  Ibe  »\xte  trade  ■        -        ■ 

on  inliodadng  hi*  recolution  coneerning  the 

Wilson,  Thomaa,  a  bill  Itom  the  Home  of  Rep- 
reaentaiirea  in  addition  to  the  act  aop^e- 
mutar^  to  the  act  for  relief  o^  re»d 
read  a  aecoBd  time,  and  refcrrad 
retorted  wilboat  aneDdmeDt     - 
rMd  dtfl  Ihod  time,  and  paaied  - 
Wioea,  a  Ml  from  the  Hoase  of  ReprewnUti*ea 
to  r«gnt*l«  the  dalies  on  certais,  read 
read  a  aecond  lime,  and  nfnred 
reported  withoM  amendment     • 
iMd  tbe  thkd  time,  and  passed  • 
■Witnesses,  a  reaolmion  tnm  the  Howe  of  RefK 
ressDtaliTes  requeating  the  Senate  to  per- 
mit two  of  its  members  to  attend  a  select 
committee  of  the  Mauie  as,  read 
read  a.  second  time,  and  agreed  to 
Y. 
Teas  end  Nays,  on  Mr.  Crittenden'a  resolution, 
in  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon  - 
oa  the  lUrd  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief 

Oeoeral  Btarii         .... 
on  Mr.  Barboar's  acaendmant  to  tbe  bill  tat 
orgaoizalion  of  the  courts 
"  '.  Roberts'!  motion  to  recom 


bUl 


irith  initructions  the  bill 
o  Washington 
on  amending  the  bill  to  enahU  the  people 
of   Alabama   to   tbrm   a   State    goiarn- 


40 


Yeas  and  Nays — conlinaed.  Page. 

OB  amending  the  tnll  coneerning  fodettuce 
of  land*,  &*. IS3 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  organiiaUon  of 
the  coDrta      .•.'...    leo 

on  ordering  the  eame  to  a  third  reading      -    IW 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  aaeudinent  ts  the  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  Constitution       -        -     1B3 

on  the  final  pasasga  of  the  bill  far  the  organ- 
iittion  of  the  courts        ....     iM 

on  smending  the  bill  naking  appropriations 
for  tbe  mililarr  serriee   -  -        -     171 

on  a  motion  to  re*er*e  the  report  on  ptti- 
tion  of  Jacob  Perkhill    -        -        -        -ITS 

on  concurring  in  the  adverse  report  in  ease 
of  Nathaniel  Goddard     -        .        -        ■     l&S 

on  indefinite  postponomuit  of  the  bill  rela- 
ting lo  Stale  eontroTsrsies      -        •      19S,  SOO 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  reselotion  lo 
am«»d  the  CooslitatiOB  ...    S07 

on  indefinite  poslponemMil  of  the  widows 
and  orphaoa'  bill    -        -        -      '  -        .    314 

on  indeftnite  postponemuit  of  Uu  bill  to 
erect  an  equestrian  atatne  of  Washing- 
ton       tM,sa$,ita9 

on  tbe  third  readint  of  tbe  sam*       -       -    SS8 


to  the  bill  concerning  the  salariei  of  cer- 
tain officer! 33B,  836 

I   appointing  a   member  to    supply   the 
'  "     "  ■•  !  8«mj     ■ 


place  of  Mi.  Fonylh  c 


9eminole 


330 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  aales  of 

public  lands  ....      243.  343,  344 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  re- 
specting the  transportalion  of  persons  of 

color SCS 

a  striking  onl  a  section   in  tbe  Miisonri 


bUI 


ST3 


on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  ler'ui 

Sgwcr*  of  the  conunisuoneri,  dec,  in  the 
lotria  of  Detroit  -        -        -        -        -     374 
on  recommitting  the  bill  for  a  separate  tei- 
ritorial  government  in  the  southern  part 

ofMtmori 374 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the 
neit  meeting  of  Congraii  •        •    388 
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Abtwlt,  Joel,  ot  Georgia,  attended   -        •        -    S33 
Abolition  of  Slavcty,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
memorial  of  Ibe  American  conT^tion  for 

the,  referred 480 

Aecoants,  appoinlment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    -  **2 

Adams,  John  Q.,  correspMidenoa  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  Slate  1447,  1481,  l«6fi 

correspondence  of,  vrith  Esrl  Bathnrst        •  I4M 
with  Lord  Casllereagh       -        -  1480,  14M 

with  Mr.  RoA,  EnToy  at  London     •        -  ISOO 


Adams,  J.  Q.— continnad.  Page, 

lenceof,  with  Albert  Oallalin     •  1&03 
MesBTS.   Gallatin   and 

Bnab     -        - 1014 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Cberaltet  Don 

Lnu  de  Onis IMl 

eonesaoDdenca  of,  with  Mr.  Ewing,MtDi>ter 
alHadnd 19S4 

1167 
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Agent  far  Pepuona,  t  bill  lo  iDdioriu  the  Bec- 
retaT7  of  Wir  to  ippoint  tn  idditionsl, 
in  TenneBiee.  read  twice        ...  loSB 
read  the  third  lime,  and  puied        -        -  1074 
Alabama  Tenilar;,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindei- 
Ur,  the  SeeretBi7  of  the  Treawiry  wa* 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Hoaee  a  rtate' 
ment  of  the  mjm  of  public  lends  io         -    841 
loiter  from  the  Secreiarj  with  Ihe  •Mtemeiit 

ukedfor 411 

the  Speaker  preieDted  the  petition  of  the 
Legielatnre  of,  tceompanied  by  a  ceniu 
of  the  JDhsbitanti,  prsj'iiiB  adoiiaiion  into 
Ihe  Union  ai  a  State,  referred  -  -  344 
the  Speaker  alio  preaented  a  petition  of  the 
wme,  preying  an  alleration  in  their  judi- 
cial iTitem,  refsrred  to  the  JnctidaTj 
Commiitee  ■■'...  370 
a  letter  Irom  the  Secretar;  of  the  Treunr; 

in  relation  to  the  lande  reserved  in         •  1101 
a  bill  IrMU  the  Senate  to  enaUe  the  people 

oS,  to  fbim  ■  Stele  garcrDment,  dec        •    S14 
twice  read,  and  referred     ■        •        -        .    541 
reported  with  amendmenli        -        -        -  1336 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1240 
nad  the  third  time,  end  pawed  ae  amended  1373 
Allegheny  Mounteine,  the  bill  reported  at  leit 
Mfiion  for  erecting  a  eeparale  judlciil  di>- 
trict  in  Virginia  weet  of  the,  wt«  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    314 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed        >        -    316 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 
and  concurred  in    -        -        -        .        .    871 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  ManachDeelti,  attended   -     311 
Allan,  Heman,  the  Speaker  prcMnted  a  letter 
from,  atating  that  he  bad  reetgned  hie  eeat 

in  Ihe  Houae 4Ifi 

Alliaon,  Rev.  BnrgMe,  election  of,  t*  Chaplain     3H 
Ambriiter,  BobertC-iOpj  of  charges  and  apoci- 

fications  against,  and  trial  of  -  -  .  3054 
letter  from,  to  Governor  Cameron  .  ■  3068 
letter  from,  to  Major  NichoUa  .  -  .  S069 
letter  from,  to  Peter  B.  Cook  .  -  ■  8060 
defence  of,  before  the  court-martial  .  .  3061 
sentence  prononnced  upon,  anil  general  or- 
der thereon  -....-  S061 
memorial  of,  to  the  Dnke  of  York  .  .  3083 
Amelung,  Captain  V.  Z.,  report  of,  to  General 

JackwQ 1973 

Amendment  to  the  Conslitntion,  a  reaolution 

from  the  Senate  propoaing  an,  read  twice  103B 
debate  on  the  resolution   -        -        .        .  1419 
laid  on  the  Uble        -        .        .        .        .  1430 
American  Colonization  Society,  the  Speaker  pre- 
sented ■  letter  from  a  committee  of  the, 

referred 731 

Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentacky,  attended  -    396 
speed)  oi,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Ulinob 

into  the  Union 309 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolalioo  for  a  monu- 
ment to  De  Kalb 7S3 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report      -        -    697 
Anderson,  Jobo,  a  bill  from  the  8enat«  fin  ^e 

relief  of,  read  twice        ....  1433 
Arbatbiiot,  A.,  latter  ftom,  to  Lien  tenant  Uolonel 

Nicholia         ....  8033,2040 

copy  of  the  ehargea  againat       ...  sosfl 
letter  from,  to  bis  son        -        -        -        •  3084 


Aitrnthnol,  A. — continued.  Paga. 

his  defence  beforelhecoaH-martial  .  80S1 

letter  from,  to  W.  Hambly  .  3064 

letter  from,  totheHon.  CharlesBagot  -  2087 
letter  from,  to  a  parson  of  rsnk  :n  England  3088 
cop;  ofa  sheet  of  his  journal,  found  among 

Us  papers 8001 

letter  fiom,  to  the  commanding  officer*  at 

Fort  Oainea 30M 

a  letter  from  A.  Cutlofa  to,  found  among  hi* 


a  letter  from,  to  General  Mitchell,  agent  of 

Indian  affairs S099 

Arbnthnot  and  Ambrister,  so  much  of  the  Mee- 
sage  aa  relatea  to,  referred  to  the  Militaiy 
Commiitee   ......     303 

Mr.  Colston  submilled  a  resolation  request- 
ing of  the  President  copies  of  any  corres- 
pondence which  may  have  been  held 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  aubjeet  of  -  3f6 
Arkansas,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of 
snndiy  inhabitants  ot^  praying  a  aeparate 
territorial  govem ment,  referred      -         -     911 

a  bill  to  provide  a  separate  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  sonthem  pail  of  Hwwuri, 
by  the  name  of,  read  twice     ...  mo 

debated  and  referred  .        -        .        .  1333 

reported  with  amendmenta        _        -         .  ]3M 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee      •        .  1373 

reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      .  1381 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1883 
Aimoij,  on  the  Weilern  waters,  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  eatabliabment  ofa  nnliansl,  read 
twice,  and  referred       ....    S39 

Mr.  Johnson  submittted  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of  an, 
referred  10  the  same  committee  -  ■  34& 
Armstrong,  John,  Ihe  bill  of  last  session  autho- 
ridng  the  payment  of  certain  draft*  drawn 
by,  in  favor  of  Wm.  Morgan,  was  taken 
ap,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -     413  ' 

read  the  third  time,  end  passed        -        •     416 
Army,  report  from  the  Seeretar;  of  War,  with 
a  statement  of  the  officers  of  the,  their 
grade,  station,  dec         ....     395 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  (ha  present 
strength  and  distribution  of  the      -        ^    446 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Gardina,  submitted 
a  resolution  initmctingih*  Military  Com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  to  reduce  the         -  IIU 

the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  -        -  1164 

AjseHCrs,  a  bill  providing  compensation  to,  in 

certain  cases,  read  twice  ...  IIC7 
Assistant*  Poatmaster  General,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Post  Offices,  &c,  wen  inslnicted 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  the    ....     SM 

■  bill  to  Increase  the  Salaries  of  the,  read 

twice 464 

Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Holmes,  the 
Secretary  of  ^e  Treasury  waa  requested 
10  inform  the  House  what  sums  had  been 
paid  u>  the,  for  eitia  services  -  1411 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tiea«mtj 
in  reply 1413 
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m 


B.  PagM. 

Bago^  8ir  CbariM,  conttpaaiaite  of,  with  tha 

BaciMarr  of  State  ....  I4S6 

Vrter,  Antbonj  8t.  John,  cMrwpoo^nce  of, 

wMitbe  eeenUij  ofSuto    -        .        -  144G 

nMnct  of  s  leltrr  Inm  tfaa  Saeretu;  of 

Stttalo IBM 

BaJun;,  Ation,  the  CoDiiBiUra  of  Clunu  «■■ 
iaatracted  to  ioqain  into,  and  report  on, 
UiedilBior 

Balance*  trvnafgrred,  ■  lottir  Irom  the  Seetttmj 
oTAe  TretKurin  reply  to  the  inqniry  m 
to  what  part  of  the,  ftoni  tte  Trea^nry  to 
the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  Sutei  had  ben 
drawn  from  the  latter,  bj  anj  departlDent 
of  the  Government,  At         -        -        -  1M9 

Baldwin,  Henry,  from  PennaylTania,  attended  - 

mech  of,  o»  the  Seminole  report        -        -  I03| 

Ball,  Willbm  Lee,  fTom  Virginia,  attended       -    '"' 

Bait,  Dr.  Haltnat,  Ae  bitl  reported  at  Ia»t  aea- 
noD  for  toKef  of,  waa  ordered  to  a  third 

read  Ute  third  time,  and  patted  .        -        . 

relnraed  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  eoncnrred  in  ... 
Buk  of  the  United  Statei,  Mi.  Spencer  labniil- 
ted  a  reDolution  far  the  appointment  of  a 
eonmitlee  to  inipeel  the  twoki  and  pio- 
eeedingi  of  the 317 

amended  and  agreed  to,  and  eonnittee  ap- 
pointed ...... 

Mport  ta  lUI  af  aaid  oomntittee  . 

two  Aooaaad  fivD  hnndnd  copie*  of  the  re- 
pari  ordered  t»  be  printed  ... 

a  hill  to  enforce  the  proTlaiana  of  the  act  to 
incorporate  the,  read  tiriee    -        -        . 

ordered  to  a  thbd  reading  .        ...  M16 

read  Oe  iMid  time,  and  pieaed  .  -  U19 

Mr.  Trimhie  inbnHud  a  reaolotioD  arael. 
tug  a  actn  &eiu  W  be  iaaued  againal  the    MN 

the  connderatiM  of  the  reaolntion   nega. 
tiTod -        .    «0 

sailed  np,  and  debated       ....  im7 

th>  aiaf  til  ettha  raaolalMW  rejected        .  1409 

Hi.  Bpencar  mibnulted  anothar  iMolntiaBi 
relating  to  the »33 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUa  •        -  1416 

mewettal  of  the  PreMdeiit  af  the,  w>J       -  IIOS 

lb.  WendoTor  preaented  anndry  petilione, 
praying  the  tontinna— a  «f  tha       -        -1166 

Hr.  JobBaon,  of  VbgiMa,  pfaaaatod  a  urn- 
iHtien  to  repeal  the  «iiaTl«T  of  tfaa  •        -  1140 

the  reaatalion  a^atieed     ....  i4oe 
EtnkRipt^.    (See  Ua^arm  >jwf en  p/) 
Baoha  of  the  Diatrict  of  Colamlna,  on  metioa  of 
Mr.  Herbert,  the  Sacietaiy  of  the  Tret*. 

^  ory  waa  dirocted  to  report  the  at&te  of 


tha 
latter  (ran  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaatuyin 

reply 
another  U 


OlS 


>r  latter  from  the  atnic,on  therabject 

oflha 630 

Barber,  Lcn,  of  Ohio,  attuuUd       -       -       •    391 
Barhonr,  Mr.  of  Vltginia,  remarka  e(  on  the  pro. 
poaad  inqniry  Into  the  aSaira  of  the  Bank 
of  tha  United  SCkte*      ....    333 
apeeeh  of,  on  the    Military  AppaopiiBlion 

bill         .        -  ...     46a,4H 

on  the  apprt^Hatian  for  military  loadi      -    513 , 
I5tli  Ooif.  3d  Ssas. — c 


Barbour,  Mr.,  remarka  of— contioned.  Page. 

Mtbaaaleoflouintheeilfof Waahington  548 

on  the  Baminole  report      •        -        .        -  7M 

on  the  Miaaonri  biU IIM 

Barbonr.PhilqsofSoDth  Carolina,  abillforth* 

relief  o(  twice  read,  dec.         ...  343 

Baran,  Garloa,  affidaiit  of        ...        .  SMfl 

Barrow,  Matthew,  a  biU  frojn  the  Senate  for  re. 

^f  of;  twice  read,  and  refiBrted       .        -  302 

reported  withoot  amendment    ...  4n 

Barton,  WiUian,  «  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read 


read  the  thiid  tima,aBd  paaaed  . 
Baault,  Barwetl,  iif  Virginia,  attended      - 
remarka  of,  on  the  Beaumaichai*  elupi 
ea  hi*  wolioji  to  edmit  Joaepb  Laneaetei 
to  a  aeat  within  tbe  bar  of  the  Hone*    - 
Earl,   correspond  e«oe   of,  with    Ur. 


346 
367 


H6 


Batman,   Henry,   a  bill  for  the  relief  0^  vend 

vend  tha  third  timcand  paeaed  - 
retnnted  from  the  Seoats  with  an  uneod. 
nent,  B«d  ooncaned  in         ...  1 
Been,  Suinel  B.,  a  biU  far  the  rahef  of;  read 

Beaulien,  J.  S.,  a.  bill /or  the  relief  of,  read  twice    662 

HeaiMM  rehab,  the  UU  of  (he  laet  aeasion  Ibr  re- 
liif  ortheheinofjwaa  taken  upend  dia- 

oaaatd S2I,Ma 

the  Ihinl  reading  of  the  bill  negaliTed        -    344 

Beecher,Phileinfla,  of  Ohio,  attended        •        .    391 
remarks  of,  on  hia  amendment  to  the  Ap- 
propriation bill       .....    400 

Bellinger,  Mr.,  reported  a  bill  Making  apptoprf. 

alien*  for  Ibe  pnUio  bnikling*,  dee.        .    464 

Bennett, '  Haloolm,  a  bUl  for  the  relief  of,  read 


437 


Bennett,  Samori,  a  bill  diracUng  the  m 

'  I  plaeed  on  the  penrien  Uat,  read  twiee    607 


Berlin  and  Milan  Dec 


es,  Mr.  Sergeant  preaant. 


-  1166 


-  1076 


lemnity  for  at 

ferred  to  the  Secretary  of  State 

Bermuda  Hnndred,  of  Virginia,  a  bitl  to  author. 

ize  the  aale  of  a  lot  of  groand,  the  ftop- 

er^  of  the  United  States,  at,  read  twice 

Bibb,  W.  W.,  Goteinor  of  Georgia,  copy  of  a 

letter  from,  to  General  Andrew  Jackson  - 

Biekley,  Daniel,  and  Cathariae  Clark,  a  bid  fbr 

relief  og  read  twiee        .        .        .        -    418 
fibdseye,  Nathaniel  O.,  and  Daniel  Booth,  a  biR 

from  the  Seqate  fbr  relief  of  .        •        •  1411 

read  twiee     '-■--..  1417 

ordered  to  a  tfiinl  reading  ■         •        .        .  1431 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased        •        .  1433 

Bland,  Theodorick,  the  report  of,  on  the  ooodi- 

tion  ot  Sotuh  America,  was  ordered  to  be 

printed SS6 

Blount,  Williem  G.,  of  Tennesse,  attended        -     283 
Bvoth,  DanieL    (See  Btrdtei/t,  ^e.) 
Banndaries  of  Land  District*,  a  bill  from  the 
Sonata  deaignating  ttie,  twice  read,  and 

referred 1273 

repotted  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1403 

reitd  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  as  amended  1410 
the  SanaU  disagreed  to  us  amendmenta  •  14n 
and  the  Honse  of  Bei»e«ntatite*  receded  14SS 


zIMi 


INDEX. 

/fewK  Proctedingt  and  IMtOu. 


xlir 


BoDDty  Ltod,  ■  bill  extending  ibe  tllowance  of, 

read  twice      -.'         -         •         -         •411 

Bonrgand,  Antoioe.    (B«e  Datel,  .ftvcpi.) 

Bowie  and  Kurtx,  aod  olhen,  ad*era«  report  on 

tbe  petitlDD  of        -        -        -        -        -    301 

BraueD,  lellei  from  (he  Burgomutet  end  Sena- 
ton  of;  to  the  Preiident  of  the  Uoitcd 
States  ralatingtacORnnercialradpiDCitiei  16SB 

Biitiah  Sabjecti,  n  Meuagt  from  the  Pieaidenl 
of  the  United  Btatei,  tranamitting  eopiaa 
of  applicaliona  made  bj  the  Briti^  Min- 
ialei  ID  bebdf  of  certain         •        -        -1038 

Btonaagh,  J.  C^  Uoilad  Btatet  Armr,  aSdant 

of  ..,...-  3348 

Biook,  George  M^  end  Edmand  P.  Kuwed;,  ■ 

bitHbrreliefof,  read  twice      -        -        -  113S 
■ead  the  third  tkna,  add  paaaed  -  1408 

Brotm,  Fre^Biick,  ■  btU  for  the  lalief  of,  read 


read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed 

retnraed  from  tba  Senate,  witti  ui  ameod- 

ment,  aMd  agreed  to       -       -        -       - 

Bryan,  Mr.,  of  Noith  Carolina,  waa,  on  bia  o<td 

lBOtioD,eleaaed  from  eerving  on  the  Bank 

Committse,   on  the   groand  of  baii^  a 

HockMder    -        -        -        - 

BoenoB  A}rea  Gaietle,  inndt;  eitraeta  &om  &•  IKN 

Band),  eamoel,  letter  from,  to  Genera}  Jacknn  S34S 

Bnigharl,  Adolphoa,  the  biJl  of  the  laat  leerion 

for  relief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  readisg    - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 

Bnrr,  Samuel,  a  bill  fut  (he  relief  oS,  read  twin    316 

on  the  third  reading  rejected 

Bntler,  Thonuia,  of  Loaiiiana,  elected  a  member 

in  tbe  place  of  Mr.  RobertaoQ,  lengned, 

waa  qualified,  it.c.  -        .        .        . 

Temarki  of,  on  tbe  bill  granting  a  penaion 

to  General  Stark 

on  the  military  amimpriatipna    ■        ■        . 


ingthe 


abUleil 


Cadeta,  the  bill  of  Injt  aeiaii 

■dmiuioD  of,  into  the  Military  Academy, 
u  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole     387 
10  tba  Houae,  and  laid  on  the  table     3B9 
iW  eilendiog  the  allawaoce  of  penuona 
to,  twice  read         ..... 
Iha  third  reading  negatired 
CaUwdl,  Glial  B.  (See  jtmeruon  ColoiUtaiun 

SoeUtv.) 
OaOan,  Patrick,  a  bill  for  the  rekef  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  .  1167 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa^d  -  -  IIM 
pbell,  Mr.,  df  Ohio,  remarki  of,  on  the  Maa. 

•aebaaetli  claim     -        .        ■        .        .    4so 
on  tbe  Militaiy  Appropriation  bill 
on  the  reaolutioo  concerning  the  inttigatiou 
of  Indian  hoailliiiM        .... 
Caro,  Joae  EeteraD,  aflidaiit  of         .        .        -1007 
Carr,  Thomaa,  and  oihen,  a  bitt  for  the  beneGt 

of,  twice  reed,  &c.  -        .        .        .     39a 

CarUr,  John  D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    M6 
Oaatlereagb,  Lord,  correapondence  of,  wiA  Mr. 

Adame 1480 

Catlell,  Dr.  UaniOD,  Mr.  Johnaon  preaeated  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

OavaHer,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  confirming  the  claim  of,  Ac, 

read  twice,  and  ratorad  -        .        -  11*7 


P.«a. 

Canaui,  on  motion  of  Mi.  CanpbeU,  a  aeteat 
committee  waa  appoinlad  to  prepare  a  Ml 
hi  taking  tba  fourth      ....    3Sfi 
a  bill  10  -  provide,   dec-,   accordingly,  raw! 

Certain  Crimea  againat  the  United  Sutea,  a  bill 
from  tba  S«tiaie,  more  efieatoally  to  pn>< 
vide  for  the  pnniahmenl  of,  tead  twice     -  1149 

Cbambera,  Samoel,  commander  of  the  fiiiliah 
ahif.of'W8r  Dee,  a  letter  bom,  to  Rear 
Admiral  Sir  David  Milne,  on  tbe  aotject 
of  Ibe  Nawfoundland  fiaheriea        -        -  1400 

Champe,  Phebe,  Mr.  Barber,  of  Obio,  praaanted 

the  petLlioa  of,  referred  ....     M6 
adverae  report  thereon  ooncnrred  in   .         -  1074 

Chaplain,  election  of  a,  fi»  the  Booae  of  Rriv*> 


Chcaapeake  and  Drlawaie  Canal  Company,  tbe 
bill  of  laat  aeaaioD,  anthoriiing  a  euhecrip- 
tion  to  the  atock  of  the,  waa  referred       -     ' 
Child.  Eira,  a  bUI  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     -     ' 
Cboctaw  Tribe,  on  mution  of  Mr>  PnndextaT, 
the  Commillea  on  Public  Landa  wcm  in* 
atracted  to  inqnire  ooaearning  the  atata- 
ment  of  the   ......     | 

Curcoit  Court!  of  the  United  Statea,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  farther  to  eitand  tbe  jariadio- 

tion  of  the,  read  twice    -        .        -        -    I 

oidaied  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        .     I 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .     I 

CluiBa,appointmentoftheataiulingoommittaaof    I 

Clark,JohD,  Mr.  AUenpreeentad  thepetilioBef    1 

a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  for  tbe  relief  o£  n    ' 


ordered  to  athird  reeding  •        .        • 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed 

Clark,  Imac,  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  twiea  read 

Clark,  Catiiarine.    I8e*  Bitkltg,  DmitL) 

Clark,  Jamea  H.,  a  IhII  Iiom  the  Senate  foi  ri 

lief  of,  read  twice,  and  rafeired 

reported  withont  amendment     - 
Otay,  Henry,  Speaker,  took  Ue  aeat  ' 

apeech  of,  on  di«  bill  provldiBg  fee  eaaawi 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Whitman  - 

remarb  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  cadela 

on  the  Maanehueetia  claim 

■pMch  af,  OBtha  nulitary  appropriaUaew 
401,4 


1139 
1153 
1156 


Clarki,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Harriaon,  a  commltlae 
waa  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  eipadi- 
ency  of  anthoriitng  the  employment  of 
an   additional  number,  in  tbe  War  D«- 


Ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  .  : 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued  .  -  -  : 
on  motion  of  Hr.  Tallmadge,  (be  Comroiltee 
on  the  Jadiciery  were  iDalmeted  to  in- 
qnire into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of,  of  the  dii- 
triet  conrla,  by  the  Pieaident  -        -         .    ■ 


»lv 


flbuM  Proteetlingt  and  Dthmttm. 


xivi 


Ooaftiag:  Tmla,  ■  hill  from  th>  Senate  Mtppla- 
-mtntnj  to  the  act  ntncerning  A«,  read 
twice,  and  rcftnad  -        -        -        -  1166 

itpan»i  witbont  amaiKiEneat  -  -  .  isi7 
Mderad  to  a  third  reading,  -  •  •  1S83 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  pailacd  -  -  -  13X8 
Ci^b,  ThomaB  W^  of  Georf  ia,  atUnded  -  -  sai 
raMarhi  o^  on  Ibd  UK  granlinf  a  penafen  (o 

General  Stark        ■        ■        •        ■     S37, 338 
SB'  refarti^  carUdB  doctinent*  from  -one 
cowaittee  to  anolbar    -  -     3S9, 371 

■  ipMchoflonthaiBotiairMpaitpone  theaab- 

Ject  iadainitalj 373 

Ml  hi*  motion  to  refiir  tlia  two  raporta  of  tbe 
8«minola  oMBmitlae  to  a  CommiHee  of 

-  the  Whab S37 

ramariu  of,  on  the  bill  ooBceminf  tbe  aale  of 
tiU  IB  Wa^Bgtoti        ....    MS 
,  a[»recb  of,  on  the  Beaiinola  raaolirtja—        -    BW 
..AB.tbe  aMlwn  for  indafinite  poBlpan«n>ent  MM 
oihwUlMiiltto  tberqjaclioB  of  tbe  Sanata'i 
-   .amendment  to  tba  bill  to  admit  Miaauuii 

,   .intothaUabHi 1436 

CoSnf  I  William,  aadodian,  on  motieii  of  Mr. 
-Totgar,  tba  ComaiittM  of  Waja  and 
-Haaui  were  inalmcted  to  inqaira  into 
-the  eipadieae;  of  allowing  tbe  beneSE  of 


a  lull  for  tba  relief  of,  read  twice 

Coiiia^' United  States  and  fsr*ign,  on  motion  of 

tM(.  Lowndea,  a  oomntltaa  waa  appointed 

to  iaqaire  into  the  aipadienoj  of  recnla- 


336 


UDg 


33S 


.'  dalaiied  report  of  aaid  caamittee 
a  bill  lo  regulate,  &e^  read  twiaa        -        •    7tt6 
(Sea  Fortign  Coini.) 
CUbarn,  Rouben,  on  Diotian  of  Mr.  Gagv,  (be 
OoinmlttM  on  Panaiont,  Ac,  were  direct- 
ed ia  inqaire  inia  tba  aipedioDcf  ef  ma- 
Uog  companaatioo  lo     -        -  -    426 

Odla,  Mebiuble,  the  MH  of  laat  aaaaion  for  the 

relief  of,  was  ordered  to  a  Ibird  rea<£Bg  -    831 
raad  the  Ihted  lima,  and  pBNad  -       -       ■    SU 
Colaton,  Edward,  orViTgiBla,aMairfed     ■        ■    391 
remarfea  of,  on  He  Luin'e  raanlatioiia  aait> 

oarniDg  tba  mignitioa  ef  alaiaa      •        -    337 
on  the  bill  relating  to  tba  mfiHary  eaMSah' 


atdMSen 


ColuHbian  Inatinta,  Mr.  Herbert  praaoHtad  ike 

petitioa  ol,  tcftnad        -        •  .  1 139 

CoDBaaoe  and  Maaafarfaw,  a^oiatmaal  of  tka 

standing  aommittaa  an  -        •       •       -    SBI 

rnmiahwij.  Abrahaai,  m  Oaondafa  ladiaii, 

Hi.  OgdenpreaairtedtbapMUiOQaf        -  107i 

Congress,  a  lull  from  Ibe  Senate  Axing  the  time 
for  tfao  nail  mealing  o^  read  twice,  and 
indaflnitetTpaalpoDed    .       -       -       .  I4U 


siriQU 


wpw 


.  1441 

adjoarnment  of,  tine  dit   •■        •        -        •  1444 
ConalitiHloD,  a  reaolnliaa  6om  tbe  Beaata,  pra- 

poaing  an  amendment  of  the,  read  twloe  1038 

debated  ia  Gommittae  of  tbe  Whole  .  1419 

laid  on  the  uble        -i       -        -        -        -  1430 

Con*en(ion,  cop;  of  the,  with  Oteat  Britain      -  1H3 

Coppersmiths,  of  Boston,  adTena  report  on  the 

polilionof,  agreed  lo       ....     334 


aoita  broaght  on, 


Pafa. 


Copj-Rights,  a  bill  a 

read  twice    ---.-.    ava 

Cowan,  John,  an  adrMse.  raporl  in  the  case  oi; 

rsTeraad,  and  a  biU  oHered    .        .        .    386 
a  bill  for  tbe  relief  o(  read  twice,  Ac        .    391 

Cfvneb,  William,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of;  rvd 

twica,  dK.  -  . '  87Q 

Greek  Nation,  a  bill  from  tbaSanatOMitfaoricing 
Ibe  puicbass  of  certain  landa  laaeirad  to 
Iba  cbiab  of  tbe,  taad  twiee  -        •        .  1147 
ocdarad  lo  a  tbitd  reading  .        ...  tlOS 
rtad  Ibe  third  lima,  and  pasted  ...  ll&S 

Croea,  T.,  Captain  United  Stalaa  Am;,  a  alata- 

menl  made  upon  honoj ,  bj    .        -        •  33S6 

Crowall,  John,  Dela(ata  from  Alabama  Terrilo. 

ry,  attended 39Q 

CoDgar,  Uaniai,  of  New  York,  atlwidad  .        -    39t 

Cumberland  Road,  a  notice  tainssrtan  appropri- 
ation lor  the,  in  the  general  appropriatiait 
bUI,  carried 1148 

Gairitack  Soand,  on   motion  of  Ur.  SMryer 


g  tba  ebannel  of    39fi 


Davidsoa,  William,  a  new  member  from  North 
Csrdina,  in  place  of  Daniel  V.  Pornaj, 
was  qnalifled,  Ac  .... 

D*tU,  Henr;,  the  bitl'of  last  session  for  tbe  relief 
of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  ih«  third  time,  and  passed 
Deaf  and  Dnmb,  a  bill  in  befa^f  of  Ibe  Connecti- 
cut Asjlum  for  the,  read  twiee 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ■        .        - 
Da  FoiesI,  DaTid  O.,   corraipondence  of,   wHb 
the  SecretaiT  of  State  ... 

De  Ealb,  Baron,  Mr.  Reed,  of  Haryland,  sabmit- 
tod  a  raaolution  respecting  tbe  monument 
lo  tba  lata  Major  General        ... 

laid  on  tbe  table 

Da  Krafit,  Bdward,  the  Speaker  ptasented  a  let. 

tar  from,  remonstrating  against  an  alleged 

Tiolatiea  ol  bia  contract  for  printing 

Dehfield,  John,  a  UB  for  tbe  raliaf  of,  twice  read 

a  third  leading  rejactad      .        .        .        - 

De  h  Ronde,  Pianre  Unnla,  a  UB  from  the  Seo- 

ata  for  Ibe  rdisf  of         .        -        .        . 

twice  read,  and  rafenad    .        .        .        • 

repanad  with  amendments 

Delawara  aad  Chaaapeake  Canal  Company,  a 

bill  aatboriilng  sabeeriptioQ  to  tba  slock 

of  the,  read  Iwiec  .        •        •        -        . 

Denton,  Llttie  &  Co.,  and  Harmon  Kendridu,  a 

bill  for  relief  of,  twice  raad      ... 

Daqnindre,  Louis  and  Antoine,  a  bill  from  the 

Beuala  for  tbe  relief  ot,  read  twicai  and  to> 

farred    .        - 

T^artad  without  amendment    ... 
Deaba,  Hr.,  ramatka  ot,  on  Mr.  Holmea's  rsaalD- 


1339 
1437 
14SI 


1317 
t3S7 
133S 


on  tbe  motion  lo  refor  the  Seminole  reports 

■peach  of,  on  the  biH  concerning  the  mili. 

lai;  establishment         .... 

on  ibe  Seminole  resolutions       ... 


ilvii 
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Itatluide,  Rouiia  P. — coQtinBsd.  Fa^- 

bill  twlM  fMd,  and  nftrrad        •  -  MIT 

rtpoitad  withont  ameDdmaDt    •        .        .  1431 
Detroit,  ■  UU  fiwB  th«  0«nat«  to  n«i*«  tb«  pbw- 
«n  of  ib«   oomatja4m«ra  At  dcctiUnK 
cUim  ts  laad  in  At   dlalHct   of,   reail 


IMS 


INnet  Tax  and  Intemml  DDti««,  i 

iDff  tliB,  md  twlcB,  Ac. 
IKMOBtinMlIM  of  8«ili,  <hi  mntian  of  Mr.  BaM- 
wiD,  iha  iadielu7  Committee 
itnMMd  la  inquira  into  the  expodtenef  Of 
making  proTiatoB  for  the 
a  UX  toprevBBt  Ibe,  twice  read,  «na  orderad 

to  a  Ibiid  leadinff 

DiitrictofOolainU*,BppotalnMBtoflbe>laQdigf 
committee  on  toe  - 
Um  Bffkm  p wealed  a  tetter  ^nt  Jndgv 
Craadit  tranmildDg  a  cods  of  jarilprv 
den«a  for  the,  prepared  bj  Um  in  obedi- 
ence  to  a  leMlntion  of  CongiM*      • 
on  metton  of  Mr.  Heitxrt  the  Cfcik  « 
directed  ta  DO  Dlraet  for  tlu  printing  of  t 
knndnd  and  fift;  eopiei  of  aaid  code 
referftd  to  the  jadtt"*  of  the  cirettit  of 

and  iliMrict  attorney       ... 
Mil  oonceruing  the  Banki  of  the,  twice  read 
Dlx,  John  A.,B  bill  bom  lb*  ScnaU  for  rrflefoi; 
read  twice,  and  nfenred 
reported  without  amendmeml     - 
Doctuaeota,  Hr.  Taylor  aaboiittvd  a  jeint  nM- 
InlioD  aulhomini  the  franking  of  eartain, 
read  a  third  lame,  and  parned 
retamed  ftom  the  Senate  with 
meni,  agreed  to     -       -       . 
ttr.  Holmea  inbmitted  a  ainiilat 
in  relation  to  the  docnmenia  en  Iha  aab- 
ject  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  StaiM, 
read  twice     -.■-..    380 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad    •        •        -  1148 
Donghertj,  Thoman  Clerk  of  the  Uonie,  totk 

hie  Mat 3Sg 

Shm,  Jacob,  letter  from,  refaired  to  the  0»mnut> 

toe  of  Claim* SU 

a  bill  fer  the  relief  of;  li*iceraad&o.  .    344 

Dsaet,  Joaeph,  and  Antoine  Boaifoad,  a  UU 

from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  ...  1411 

twice  read,  vid  lafarred    •        .        -        -  1417 

r^Mtrd  with  amendmesu        ...  1491 

Snk^Jab^R.,  of  New  York,  attended   •        -     393 

Ihileur,  John  Jamea,  and  tua  awodatea,  Mr.  Han- 

drieka  praaented  iha  petition  ot,  refwred  •    4>4 
a  bill  fi>r  the  beoefit  of,  read  twice,  aad  or- 
dered to  a  third  laading  .        -437 
read  a  third  lime,  and  lejacted  -        .        -    4S9 
on  motion  of  Hr.  PiDdaU  the  'vote  of  r^e> 
UoD  waa  recoBaideied  and  the  bill  relbi- 
rod  to  a  aalect  cominittee        ...    433 
committM  diicharged,  and  the  biU  laid  an 
tbeUbte        -       •        •       -       -       -    436 
PonUp,  Richard  0.,  Utter  from,  to  Oanertl 

,      Jackaon -  3844 

Dunn,  Thonaa,  Bergeant-st-Anna,  the  Bpeokar 

wa*  aalhortaed  and  reqoealad  to  emploj 

counael  lo  defend,  in   the  luit  broBght 

agaiiut  him  b;  John  Anderaon 

Duverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  tli«  Senate 

for  reUef  of,  read  twice  ....  1498 
D^w,  R.  H.,  late  Colonel  of  TennaMee  voIdq- 

Utn,  ktter  &om,  lo  General  Jackaott    •  SSiB 


Earle,  Eliaa,  of  South  Carolina,  aUa»d«d  •  .  SSt 
Enalet^  Richard  J.,  letter  ft«m,  lo  Oa^  'iirhiiii  3944 
fiaatem  Branch  Bridge CoMp«Dy,lba  UloflMt 


a  third  reading 
read  the  third  limo,  and  paaaed  -     411 

retoraad  iioia  ihe  Senate  with  amnadmatifc 
and  agreed  to         .....  isig 
Iwarda,  Mr.,  Mmarha  oi;  oa  the  Motian   to 
poatpone  indefiniidj  Mr.Bolaaa'  reanln 
lien      -       -    .   •       •        .       .       -    87C 
on   hia    reaolation   of   inqaii;   lalatim   to 

FlMida Ml,  6SS 

Electiao%  appointmaat  of  tlu  atandjng  O^- 

mitlee  of       •-'-..     391 
Electora  of  Prarident,  dec    (Saa  CmulUuiim, 
Hr.  DickerMn'a  aiiiiiiknani ) 
t,  BM^amin,  of  Ne«r  York,  attended         •     3«1 
Btatrieaof  Land,  ■  Mil  (r««a  the  Bniate  prorid- 
lagfbrUiacoTraelianofenenfai  making, 

nad  twice 1433 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  ...  14SS 
Eqneabian  StatM  ofWaAilvton,  a  biU  fi«m  the 
Senate  to  erect  an,  in  the  Capitol  aqnare, 

read  twice     - 1I&6 

Errin,  Jamea,  of  Soslh  Caraliaa,  attended         -     398 
ipeech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reaolnliraia        •  lllB 
Bning,  George  W.,  coROipAndBnce  of,  with  Ibe 

SaontarrofSlaM-    -   -  1017, 186S 

earrtepandenco  o(.  with  Poa  Pedro  CoraBae  ItM 
earromMdeaee  ol^  with  Don  Joae  Pinr. 

TO It7«,  lBft7 

Bspeiiditarea  for  e^itnraa  at  ica,  a  letter  from 
the  Secretarr  of  the  Navy  with  alatemeirta 
of  the,  in  obedienee  to  a  reaelticioa  of  tta 

4U 


Espoit  Emrr  and  Oath,  on  mottan  M  Hr.  St 

baa,  the  CoMmiUee  of  Waja  and  Moana 
were  inatraelad  lo  inqniro  raipeeting  Ike 
time  allowed  fbi  oOm^Mhig  tha      ' 
<S*eA*Wm«.) 

Eipoita,  a  l«tUT  fimn  tbe  Bactatatynf  the  TMa> 
BQiT  with  a  alalenaaat  af        •        -        - 

Extenman  of  Saroata.  a  UU  aodMriang  tka,  m 
certain  caaai.  by  (ha  Coipormtiel)  ^  Wai^ 
iaglan,  nod<cwica         .       .       .       w 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  - 

bin  AUowMMaa,  oBiaatiaM  (tf  He.  H.  N«ba«, 


iiad  to  make  lo-  ihe  aervanta,  4m.,  of  the 
■OMa  the  aana  aa  nara  made  at  the  hat 
•eaaion  .        -        .        .....        •  1417 

Extra  labar  of  SoWera,  a  aaport  traa  die  Biaia 

taty  af  War  ralaliva  ta  •  -    U7 


Fain  En  triea  for  benefit  itf  Drawback,  a  UU  pto- 

viding  additional  paoaltiea  for,  twioe  Maid  lOM 
read  Ihe  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  103S 

Pariifa.  Thomaa  B.,  Ihe  bUl  af  laal  laaaiawfcr 

relief  <<  w««  ordeMd  l»  a  iUkI  leadiag  -  4t> 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -413 

returned  60m   the  Senate  amended,  and 
agreed  to        -        >        •        •        -        -    731 
FaligBe  Daty,  a  bill  fram  the  Beaate  to  ieg«lata 

the  pay  of  Ihe  Army  whan  employed  on  -  UlT 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  13S7 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        •         ■  1373 


Ux 


INDEX. 

Bout  Proetedin^  tmi  JMattt. 


Paga. 

Munti  Timanrj  Mpoit  of  tiM  (Mt 

of  iba aw 

'ire    Eagior^  a  bill  &om  Ibe  Stnata  aalbn* 

ixing  th«  poTcluae  of,  twice  md    -        -  14SS 
raad  th«  third  time,  and  pM«ed  -        -        ■  1440 
'irat  ComptndlcT,  a  UUei  frsm  tbo,  with  •  Uat 
of  paraont  who  hafa.  DOt  rellduad  thml 
ftccounu  fi»  tatUament  ■       -       -       ■    4M 
'iaiiert  Ckaik^  a  nair  mambar  fimn  Soalh  Oai- 
olina,  io  place  of  Oacwfa  Monibnl,  da- 
ceaaad,  wu  qoalifiad,  &c.      •       •       •  114> 
rioridA,  Mr.  Hopkiaaon  aateiitlod  a  iBotioa  i«- 
qnaatiitg  of  the  Piaaidant  of  tbs  Ufiilsd 
Statai  eapiaaof  the  coneipoDdaoMof  onr 
MiniitaT  at  Madrid  Id  icUtioQ  to  ths  pro- 
ceadinp  of  the  nmj  in         -       -        -    S93 
amended  and  agiaed  to,  and  a  cooiDUtlee 

appointed 408 

Mr.  Edward*  inbinitteil  a  reaolution  of  in- 
qnir;  in  relation  to  the  miUtarj  poita  o^ 
in  posMiaioD  of  the  Uniud  State*  -        -    S81 
amended  and  agreed  to      -        •        •        •    fiS3 
a  Meaaaga  from  the  Preaident  of  the  United 

Statea  in  repl? Bll 

Mr.  Poindexter  •abniltad  a  reaolntion  cod- 

ceming  •  proTtiional  government  for      -  1419 
a  bill  aalhaiiiing  the  PreMdenI  to  take  poa- 

•caaian  of,  twice  read      ....  1423 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  •        -        .       ~ 

retnriKd  Irom  the  Senate  with  ameadnenta, 

and  cancarrad  in  with  an  exception        •  1440 

Flojd,  Ht.,  rematka  ol,  on  Mr.  U^iw^i  raio- 

lutioD    ......     971, 370 


Franca,  a  Uil  contuuiag  tfaa  c 


/of  lk« 


rUMDW  01 

crowna  and  5.fhuepi««M<i(re*dtw 
8aa  (J^onaw*  Coana.) 
'  'ag  PdfSege,  on  motion  ef  Ur.  Garaatt, 

the  Comtniltae  on  Poat  Oficaa,  4«.,  w 

inatmcted  to  inqnire  int 

of  extendiDB  tba,  to  a 


■  tba,  to  aniwltual  a 
r  oonaapoBdeaee  mik 


ion 

Inll  ia  •oafonvtj  thereto,  wat  twioa  t»*/i  IIU 
third  raadios  negatived  ....  18M 
Freodi,  Thomaa.    {Bm  lOukg,  Mh».) 
Friendly  Creak  Indiana,  a  letter  fetm  the  Becn- 
tai7  of  Wer  in  relation  to  the  olatna  of 

the 681 

Frink,  Lather.    (See  Bing,  AMnoA.) 
Pnjitn*  Skvea,  en  motion  of  Hr.  Hndall,  a 
omutttee  wm  appointed  to  inqaite  into 
the  eipediancT  of  proTidini,  br  law,  fyr 
tke  4eK*ariog  np  o^  Ac        .                 -    S4« 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice    -        -        -     Ul 
PngitiTeB,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nelaou,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jndieiar;  were  inatructed 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediener  of  author* 
iiing  the  Preaident  of  the  UQited  Slate* 
to  demand,  dec      .....  im 
Fuller,  Timothy,  af  Haaaachnwtt*,  attended      -    34S 
apeech  of,  on  the  military  appropriationa    -    4M 
on  the  Seminole  reaolntion*        -        .        -    HG 
on  theMiaMnribiU 1179 


remarka  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb'a  motion  to  reftr 
the  Seminole  repoita  to  the  CoBiaittee  of 

thaWhoU Sas 

■peech  of,  on  the  reaolotiona  .        -  IIM 

Folfer,  Walter,  of  Maaaachnaella,  attandad 
Ford,  Nathan,  a  bill  from  the  Saula  in  Miaf 

oi,  twice  read,  and  refemd    .       .       -  13ST 
reported  with  amendment*         .        -        .  M16 
Forcian  AAira,appoiBtniM)t  of  kaaleat  ooowit- 

tee  of SftS 

Foreign  Coin*,  a  bill  from  the  Sanata  to  ooatiase 
in  force  the  act  to  regulata  the  oartency 


ralJi 


.  SOSO 


uaended,  nad  |fce  third  line,  and  paoaed   .  1^ 

Foreign  Marehandiae,  the  bill  of  tait  aeinon  re- 

Uling  to  the  dntiea  oo,  waa  indaAidlaly 

poetponed       ...---.• 

Foreign  Seaman,  tbe  bill  of  lait  aaacion  antbot- 

iting  the  apprehension  og  daaerting,  wa* 

nad 

Finteitiireof  Land,&c,Mi.  HarriaoD  aubmitUd 
a  leaolntion  inatnMtiog  the  Committee  of 
Pobtic  Land*  to  inquire  into  the  eipadi- 
LJng  the  aettoatupendthet 


encT  of  continning  It 


reported  witboiU  amendnant     -        -        •    M6 
nid  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  ...  1434 
Fonjtb,  John,  of  Georgia,  the  ^leaker  oomnn< 
nieated  a  letter  from,  containing  notice 
that  he   h»*   reaigoed   hi*    aeat   in    the 

Hoaae 8M 

Fowler,  Chriitopher,  a  bill  from  tk*  Senate  fer 

relief  «f,  read  twice         -  -        -1433 


lea,  GbhmI  B.  K  letter  A«ci,  la  (he  Secre- 

taiy  of  War  ....  1067,  3068 
latter  bom,  to  Calonal  OKnch  •  •  •  1976 
to  Cenmodoir  Palteraea   ....  107S 

toOanatalJai^eoB WW 

Orfea  and  Seatoa,  elaetion  af,  aa  pdnten  to  tke 

Heoae 14U 


QaDadn  and  Ruh,  Meina.,  the  Preeident'a  com- 
miiaiDn  inveating,  with  plenary  power*, 
to  form  a  commercial  trea^  with  Great 

Britain 1»6 

inatmction*  from  die  Secretary  of  State  to  1014 
co»r  at  a  letter  from,  ta  tbe  Secretary  of 

^tate 16tS 

protocol*  of  their  oonfcraocea  with  the  Bril- 

iah  Flenipotentiariea       ....  IfiBS 
fsither  iMtraetiona  to,  from  tbe  Secretary 

af  State         -    * 1673 

Oalloo  laland,  a  bill  for  erecliDg  a  lighthouie  on, 

read  twice 14W 

raad  the  third  time,  and  pMwd  '•  IIM 

ratomed  from  the  Senate  with  aaandaant*, 

aodagrerito I44« 

GardiuT,  J<din,  the  Speaker  pieaented  a  latiar 
fhtra,  traaainitlwg  a  map  of  Alabaaa 
Territory,  apd  of  the  military  bonn^ 


withe 


Ud 


a  prepaaitien  to  umti 
of  the  latter  at  a  Mtaaoahl*  priea. 


INDfiX. 

■  StMue  PrteeoHngi  and  IkbaUw. 


QMTgte,  OB  motton  of  Mr.  Gttlib,  ■  cxnaniittM 

wM  appoliilMl  to  raqnaat  of  th«  ProaideDt 

ooplei  of  the  comtpoDdenoo  botwten  tho 

D^atmant  of  War  «nd  th«  QoTMnor  of    4S9 

■  MoMago,  tranamiltinB  the  eorreiponSanca 

•akodlbr 430 

•BoOor  Menage,  with  Mpiaa  of  a  lettar 
from  Dw  Gorenor  of,  lo  OoBoral  Jacluoa  1078 
GlUa,  Bamoel,  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  cf,  twice  nad    3»1 
Silbart,  ^Iraater,  a  new  meniber  ftota  Connec- 
tient,  in  place  of  Mr.  Holmn,  reiigned, 
attended,  aad  wu  qnelHIed,  &o.     -        >■    S7e 
GBm,  Aqnilla,  ■  MB  Irom  the  Benate  for  the  re- 

lirf  of,  read  twice  -  -  "  -  -  -  «9 
retMited  withont  amendineat  ■  -  .  B16 
read  the  third  time,  and  peteei]  -  1440 

OUaecock,  General  Thomas,  oontmandiDK  tbe 
Georgia  niUtia,  letter  from,  lo  Geaarel 

Jackwn 3SS6 

GodfrOT,  Gabriel,  a  bill  tram  the  Senate  laz  n- 

liefof 1217 

read  twice,  and  lefarred     -        -        -        ,  1137 
reiectloii  of  the  bill  recommended  by  the 

committee 1416 

Goading,  John,  and  Jamea  WilliatDe,  a  bill  br 

relief  of,  road  twice        .        .        -        .    MS 
GoTemment,  a  bill  making  approprialiona  for  die 

anpport  of,  for  the  jeai  1B19,  read  twice  787 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  nSl 

read  the  third  time,  and  pawed        ■■        -  1IS3 
retorned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1403 

lead,  end  reftrred 1410 

agieemsDt  reported,  with  one  exception     •  1416 

the  Hooee  ooDCiuted  wMt  the  committee  !■ 

the  exception  -        -        -        .        .  1434 

Oraid  Riier,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hitdicodi,  Ibe 

Committee  of  Oommerce  and  Maaidw- 

tDTCi  were  inilructed  to  inqoiM  into  the 

expedient^  of  eatebiiahieg  a  port  of  en- 

tiT  et  the  month  «f        -        -        -        . 

Omtt  VincMt,  a  bill  from  the  Senete  in  relief 

Of;readtwioe 1499 

Qiaat  Britain,  papera  relaliog  hi  the  oomeMioa 
of  the  aOlh  OctdNr,  1818,  betwoen  the 
United  Btetea  akd  -        -        -        -  1446 

Qaerlain,  Lewie  H.,  a  bill  fivm  the  Samto  ler 

the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  lefened     -        -        -        -1417 
Omaboate  No*.  140  and  164,  the  bill  of  lait  aoa- 
■ten,  antboriEing  the  payment  of  monej  to 
tiw  officeta  and  crewi  of,  orilared  to  a  third 
reading         --.-.. 
read  the  third  time,  aad  paaud 
'    Onnpowder,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  allowance  of 
drawback  on  the   exportation  of.     (See 
lamorled  Cotton,  in  triuch  bill  it  ii  in- 
dnded.) 


Badtfold,  George,  the 


Haila,   John,  t^e^port  of  the  t 

CUimr^t  the  lait  aaeaon,  advene  to  the 
{noD  of,  wea  concnrred  in - 
p£j  Pennoni,  a  bill  extending  Iho  time  of^ 
to  the  widowi  and  children  of  certain  offi- 


Pece. 

Han,  WilRem,  oTDelawara,  anended  Ml 

HemUf,  W.,  certificate!  of       -  '     -        -        •  MIfl 
Hambargh,  appllcalion  to  the  Preaident  tlon  die 
Burgomaater  and  Senate  of,  in  relation  to 

commercial  redpMCttief         ...  16M 
Hamilton,  A.  W.,  leave  to  withdraw  hie  paper* 

granted  to      -        -        -        -        .        -  SM 
Henaeatic  Towna,  a  Meteage  from  the  Preaident 
in  relation  to  the,  refeired  lo  di*  Commit- 
tee of  Wara  and  Mean*         -        -        -1101 
Barper,  Samnel  H.,  the  bill  of  lail  aenion  for  re- 
lief of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    .        •  41fl 
read  the  tiiird  time,  and  paaaed        •        •  41S 
Hairifon,  William  H.,  of  Ohio,  atlonded  -        -  SSS 
remark*  of,  on  the  aJmiuioa  of  the  Bepre- 

■enlatiTe  from  Illinoia    -        .        -        -  SM 
ipeech  of,  on  the  reululion  to  admit  lUlnoia 

Into  the  Union 8I« 

remark*  of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  elerke 

in  (ho  War  Department         -                  -  SIS 
on  the  bill  graoting  a  pcn*ian  to  General 

Stark S>7 

on  hi*  motion  relating  to  forfeit  ore  and  aalo 

of  land* S40 

on  a  lecolution  concerning  Iho  trial  of  Ar- 

bothnot  and  Ambriiler .         -        -        -  SflV 

■peech  of,  on  the  Ualf-pij  Pemion  bill       -  ST7 

remark*  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Cailel*  -  SS8 
(peech  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  tho  term  of 

penaiona,  &c.  .  -  -  -  .  3M 
remark*  of,  on  the  military  eatabliihmant  SSi 
inlrodnelory  of  a  reeolDtion  reapectiDg  mili- 
tary poBuhmeot  -  ...  -  91k 
■peech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reaolationa  -  lOlS 
remark*  of,  on  the  motion  to  divide  the  qaei- 

tioB 11» 

IB  defoneeof  G^^nel  Tmmbnll                -  IIH 
on  the  bill  relating  to  forfditnre  of  landi, 

Ac 14S4 

Hart,  Elit  a  bUt  from  tho  Senate  for  reSef  of     -  1411 

read  twlea,  and  referred     -        -        -        .  1417 
the  committee  reoommend  rejection  of  the 

biU 1481 

Haikell,  1mm,  an  advene  report  on  tho  petttkia 

of,  agreed  to 1074 

Hawkioa,  Colonel  Benjamin,  tetten   ftom,    to 

C<rionel  Niehi^ 1063 

Heijter,  Joseph ,  of  Pennajlvania,  ettandod  S3t 
Hanley,  David,  a  bill  baa  the  Sanala  Gh  rdief 

of         ....    \    -        .        -  HIT 

read  twke,  and  relenad    -        -                -  ltS7 

repotted  witboot  amendment     .        -         .  1S71 

Herbert,  John  C.,ofMarylaDd,attended  -        -  M0 

remarka  of,  on  the  UH  concerning  the  lale 

of  rnarved  loli  in  tho  City  of  Weahing- 

lon 3IS,64S 

Herriek,  Bamael,  of  Ohio,  attended  -                  -  S19 

Hill,  Keee,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    -  ISIT 

read  tirice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  lA7 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  1S8S 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -        -  1440 

Bind*,  Bartlett,  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  o^  read  ttrice  S44 

HitchoocJt,  Peter,  of  Ohio,  attended  -        -        -  S«4 

Hogan,  Michael,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fin  relief 

of IW7 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -         .        -  Ii0i 

reported  with  an  emendmant    -        -        -  18S8 

read  Ihe  third  lime,  and  paaaed  aa  amaBded  I43> 


tiii 


nn>BX. 

Routt  Proceediagt  and  Dehattt. 


Hogg.  ButMe),  of  TaniMMM,  Kltondad     •        -    S91 
Holniu,  Ur.,  icmiiks  o^  ^tioduciac  •  [CmId- 

tion  retpecting  tlw^minala  wu  -  3S7,  871 
on  the  /ciolation  of  inqauj  in  raUtion  fai 

Florid*  -  ^  -  -  -  .  681 
(pCMh  of,  on  tti(  Seminole  roport  -  -  000 
nmiTks  of,  OQ  th>  iDoUon  forindofioitopoM- 

pooiDitat  of  tha  ume,'-  .  -  -  1131 
on  tho  bill  aulhoriiing-  ibe  oceupalion  of 

Florida 1«9 

Hookar,  SamDelF.,th«  bUl  of  laat  ttmoaloi  re- 
lief of,  oidared  to  a  third  ruding    -        -    4B4 
remd  the  third  lima,  and  picwd  -        -        •    486 
H«pkin*OD,  Mr.,  remirka  of,  introdneiag  a  bill  10 

eilabltih  ■  uniform  ■jatem  of  bankrapley    813 
on  Ur.  Uolmea'a  reaolutioa       -        ■.        .     376 
■petch  0^  on  Ihe  Seminole  report      -        •     873 
on  the  bitl  (bi  the  occnpation  of  Florida      -  1438 
HofUtlar,  Jacob,  of  PennsjlTinia,  a  new  aon- 
ber,  in  place  of  Mr.  Spaogler,  raaigned, 
ma  qualified,  and  took  hiiacat 
Houm  of  lUpreiantatiTea,  liil  of  membera  who 
alteodad  the  opening  of  the   -        -        - 
Hligbei,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  lOOS 
RntdUDai  Alphena,  Mr.  Livermore  preaented  the 
pelilion  of,  referred        ■        -       ,-        " 
I. 
miooif,  the  Speaker  preeeut«d  a  cop;  of  the  con- 


referred  to  a  aelect  commilles  for  examina- 
tion, and  report     -         -        -        -        ■ 
report  of  a  reaolution  to  admit,  read  twice    398 
debated,  and  ordered  lo  a  ihitd  reading      -    306 
read  the  third  Ijcje,  and  pasaed - 
Ur.  McLean  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gialature  of,  concerning  penoni  aettjcd  on 
reeerreil  Uoda,  referred  -        -        -        .- 
adverae  report  thereon  concurred  in   - 
Mr.  UcLean  aJao  preiented  a  petilian  of  Ibe 
Mine,  prajing  a  donation  of  land  for  a 
aeat  of  goTornmcn'.  referred  .        -        - 
a  bill  granting  land  for  the  puipoaa  prayed 


41 


ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  Ume,  alkd  paaaed  -        -        -  1436 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  providelor  the  doe 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of,  read  twice,  and  le- 


423 


Page. 

Imported  Salt,  Hm   CommiUee   of  Wa^s   and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  aboUibinf  the  duty  on      -    1&7 
a  report  againal  tha  expediency  -        -    339 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Sempion,  the  aame  com* 
mittce  were  initmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amendiot  the  act  relating  to    444 
a  bill  in  addition  to  Ihe  act  laying  adnly  on, 

read  twice 1101 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  1489 
Imparts   from   Canada,   Ur.   Palmer,   of  New 
York,  submitted  •  reaolalion  inatrucling 
the  Committee  of  Waja  and  Meani  to 
inquire  concerning        ....    UO 
resolution  agreed  to  -        '        .        -        -    44S 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  aopplementary  to 
the  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  collection  of  dutiea  on,  read 


643 


a  bill  fnrther  to  eatabliah  the  compensation 
of  officers  emptayed  in  tbe  collection  of 
duriea  on,  resd  twice,  uid  refefied  -  1030 

Independent  OoTemments  of  South  America,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  show- 
ing the  applications  made  by,  to  have  a 
Mtniater  or  Consul  Oeoeral  acocdiled  by 
tbe  United  States 1000 

Indian  Trading  Establishments,  a  report  from 
the  SecrUarj  of  War  of  a  system  provi- 
ding for  Ihe  atiolilion  of  tbe  existing,  r~ 


India] 


8« 


393 


reported  without  umendmenl    - 

read  the  Ihird  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1436 

■  bill  confirming  certein  claims  lo  land  Id, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  .        •        .  1436 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  new 
land  office  in 1440 

on  proceeding  to  r«ad  the  bill,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  not  a  quorum  preeeot      -  1441 
Importation  of  SlaTea,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Middle-  — 
ton,  tbe  bill  uf  last  seesioa  m^lenten- 
tary  to  the  act  to  prohibit  the,  wae  refer* 
ted 830 

Ur.  Uostettcr,  of  Penn^hania,  preesnted  a 
petition,  on  the  subject  of  the,  refured  lo 
tbe  aame  committee        ....    M6 

(See  Siatt  T^adt.) 
Imported  Cotton,  a  bill  to  increase  Ihe  dntiea  on, 

road  twice,  and  referred  ...    436 


Ur>  Herrick  presented  a  memorial  praying 
that  proTision  may  be  made  for  establish- 
ing scbooU  among  the,  referred      -        -    436 

on  motion  of  Ur.  LiucolQ  the  aeleet  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  obtain  and  re- 
port annnal  inibrmetioa  oonceming  Ibe    43S 

a  bill  to  autboriw  the  President  to  seltet 
anch,  aa  he  may  think  best  prepared  tor 
tbe  change,  and  lo  adopt  sncb  measures 
as  he  may  deem  best  to  civilize  the  same, 
read  twice 640 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  similar  character, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1437 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1433 

read  tiia  titird  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  1436 

a  toll  from  the  Senate  making  appropria- 
tions to  carry  into  effect  treaties  with,  ' 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...  1168 

reported  without  amendment    ...  14SI 

read  die  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1436 
Indiana,  a  bill  supplemeiital  to  tbe  aM  admit- 
ting the  Slate  of,  into  the  Union,  read 
twice 438 

a  bill  ft'om  the  Senate  respecting  the  loca- 
tion of  certafa  land*  granted  to,  for  a  seat 
of  government,  read  twice     ...  ISIS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1403 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed-  -  '  1410 
Iiutigating  Indiana  to  hostilities,  Ur.  Campbell 
submitted  a  resolution  instmcting  the  Ja- 
diciary  Committee  lo  inqnire  into  tbe  ex- 
pediency of  puoialuDg  as  spies  white 
men  who  may  befonnd  ...    647 

considered,  and  negatiied  -        ...    646 


DTOBX. 

^tt»t  Proceetkngt  and  Debate*. 


In 


IiutnietloDi  to  Boardi  of  L*Dd  ComminrioDan, 

■  I«tt«T  (mat  the  SecrsUiy  of  the  1*itu- 

nrr,  tiuMmittmg  copies  of  hii        -        -    43] 

Intoro*!  Dntiei  and  Direct  Tii,  «  bttu-  ftom 

th*  rame,  tnUiamtttio^nindTyBUtemmU 

in  rekdon  to 418 

Internal  Improrement,  ■ppoinUnelit  of  ■  Mlwt 

^     committM  OB 3U 

s  bill  to  apprapriata  a  fund  for,  taad  twice    474 
Intalid  Penaiona,  a  bill  concemins  md  tbne 

tixati,  and  pinad SIS 

Intalid  PeniioDen,  a  bill  coaceTOing,  read  twice  1086 
tnd  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  ■        •        ■  143S 
a  bill  rcKalBting  pajmenti  to,  read  Iwioe    -     766 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiied  -        -        -787 
returned  (rom  the  Senate  with  amendmeuta  I4n 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1433 
InTilida  of  the  Revolution,  the  bill  of  liit  aea- 
■ion  coneerninj,  waa  taken  up,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        ■        -    367 
read  the  th^rd  thne,  and  passed  ■        -        .    870 
Irfik  SettUrs  in  Illinoia,  Mr.  Clsgett  aabmitted 

a  naoluUon  concetniHg  •        -        -    413 

ccniideration  Mgali*rd     ....    413 
Uand  of  New  Orieua,  a  bill  from  A«  BtatU 
lot  adJMtiBg  eUima  la  land,  Ac,  la  the 
dietrict  east  of,  read  twice    -        •       -    1DS7 
repoited  withoDt  amendiiieBt     ■        .        .  IISS 
read  the  thii^  tine,  and  paM*d  -        -        -  t43G 
I. 
ladwn,  Hsjor  Oenerml  Andrew,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Rhea,  the  Mewa^  of  the  Prendent 
in  1816,  reconunending  acooflrnialionof 
the  grant  of  land  made  bj  the  Creek  In- 
distu  ifl,  wu  refemd  to  the  CommttlM 

on  Public  Lands 397 

on  motion  of  Hr.  Cobb  a  committee  wai 
appointed  to  request  of  the  Prendent 
eopiM  of  any  eotreepondenee  that  may 
lia*e  passed  between  the  Becretarj  of 
War  and,  as  weU  ss  of  any  letters  bo- 
Iween  tiie  Oovernor  of  Georgia  and  the 


438 


■  Menage  transmitting  the  report  of  the 

Seeretary  of  War  in  reply     • 
cDrrespondenee  o^  with   the  CFovernor  of 

Penaacola       -        .        .        .  ISSS,  1968 

latter  from,  to  the  Seerelary  of  War  1978, 3008, 
SOSO 
letter  from,  to  GoTnmor  Maiot  ■  -  -  19S4 
ID  the  Commandant  of  8t.  Mark's  -  •  2014 
the  memorial  of,  lo  the  Senate,  presented  by 

Mr.  RuAis  King 3308 

Jackion,  William,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
wesented  the  petition  of^  on  behalf  of  the 
RsToIutiouary  surrivors,  refened    -        -    898 
report  Ihereon  in  fUll  •        .        .        .    347 

another  petition  from  the  same,  praying  that 

the  report  may  be  acted  on    -        ■        -  1431 

indefinilely  postponed        ....  1437 

Jartett,  Nicholas,  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of,  read 

twice  dec. 640 

R  OeBnty,ViTgtnta,abi1]  toaatharii«the 
Becretaiy  of  War  to  convey  a  lot  of  land, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  lying 

-  1147 


Jerrais,  Satnuel,  the  depo^on  ot,  cndosad  in  a 
letter  from  General  Chines  to  the  Secre- 

tsry  of  War 1 

Jerrey,  Thomei  Ball,  Aa  bill  of  last  soMon  lot 
relief  ot,  was  taken  Op  and  ordered  to  « 
third  reiading         ...... 

read  Ae  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -        -     ' 
Johnaon,  Richard  M.,  of  Centn^jt,  Chairmm  of 
Military  Committee        .... 

ramaiks  o^  on  the  reaolnliou  concerning  Ar- 

bnlhnot  end  Ambrlster  .        .        -     (Vfl, 
on  the  bill  Donceming  widows,  dec.    ' 
on  the  motion  to  take  np  the  militaiy  appTo- 

primlion  bill ' 

apeedi  of,  on  the  said  bill  .        •        -        - 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Seminole  roporla 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
relatiTo  to  the  MitHary  Establishment     - 
on  the  Seminole  renihitions       -        -      SSS, 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  lo  refer  Mr.  Spen- 
cer's Bank  resolntion     -        .        .         ■ 
Johason,  James,  of  Tiigiiua,  attended 

speech  of,  on  ^e  nulitary  apptopristion  biU 
in  reply  to  Hr.  Smilh  of  Maryland    • 
on  the  Seminole  reports     -        .        .        . 
on  his  neoiution  to  repeal  the  Bank  charter 


a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  aame  tenor, 

twice  read,  and  referred         ... 

leporied  without  amendment      -        -        - 

read  the  tliird  time,  and  paseed  .        .        - 

Jones,  Mr.,  of  Tenneasee,  speech  of,  on  the  Beis- 

inole  reporta 

JoDos,  Walter.  (See  Anuriean  Cokaixalion  9e- 

ciety.) 
Jones,  WiUiam,  President  of  the  United  States 

Bank,  the  memorial  of  - 
Jouett,  Matthew  H.  (See  SbCaUa,  Koierf.) 
Jonrdan,  B.,  and  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

twHefot 

read  twice,  and  referred  .  ■  .  - 
reported  wiihont  amendment  .  .  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •  .  . 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  Oonuil. 


11<7 
1194 
14*8 
1433 


tee  on  the 


Judicial  Sifstem  of  the  UnRed  SUtea.a  bill  from 
the  Senate  farther  to  eitend  th^  twice 

read,  and  lefetred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 


Kellogg,  Giles,  tile  nnfiTorable  report,  of  last  ses- 
sion, on  the  petition  of,  was  concurred  in    4 
Kendricks,  Barman.  (See  Dtnton,  Litllt,  4-  Co-) 
Kennedy,  Edmund  P.  (See  Brook,  Gtorxt  M.') 
Kettiie  and  Fonyth,  the  bill  of  last  seaaioB  fcr 

the  refief  of,  oidered  to  ■  third  reading  •    6 
road  the  third  time,  and  pasMd  -  -6 

retamed  from  the  Senate  with  an  amond- 

menl 11 

read  and  referred 11 

agreement  reported  and  concarred  in        •  13 
Kermion,  Labadojere,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fbt 

niM  ot,  read  twice.  At.  -        -  13 

Key,  F.  S.  (See  American  Cohnitutien  Steietji.') 


masx. 

Baute  Pntttdiagt  and  Dgkatu. 


Ivra 


« of  c.  e! 


Kidd,  RolHrt,  a  biil  fi»  *«  i«l«r  U,  ttrka  iMd  ■    MS 
oiitni  to  K  Ihiid  rmtMag  -       -       -       -  US3 
rMd  the  third  time,  ud  pwud  -        -        -  1436 
KiaMm,  OoTamoi  Sob.,  ■  iMIw  from,  to  hv 

£ic«lluic7  Gaorg*  CoeUrara         -        ■  1983 
Bug,  WilUam,  thi  bill  of  iMtieiuMi  far  tb*  n- 

Uef  of,  orteed  to  &  tbiid  raadins    •        -    9U 
rMd  ths  Aird 
,  Sampioii  8., 

lief  of;  ordond 
imd  the  third  tima,  and  puud  •        -        . 
retaraad  boai  tba  Saute  with  an  uoaoA- 
nant,  and  coDcoirad  in        -        -        • 
Bnilaj,  Adain,  and  Tboin*i  French,  the  UU  of 
last  aaarion  far  relirf  ot,  waa  taken  — 
amended  by  adding  the 
Leonard,  and  oidered  to  third  nading 
Taad  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  .        -        ■    641 
L. 
Laeoek,  Mr.,  atiioturef'oa  the  report  bj,  on  tba 

Seminole  mar         .        -        .        ,        -  3S50 

repi;  of,  lo  the  eame S360 

Lifitt«,  commandant  at  Barrataria,  letter  tnm 

Colonel  Nicholla,  (o        -        -        -        -  194B 
Latnbeit,  William,  Mr.  H.  Nelion  pieiented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      -        -        -        -    S&S 
report  of  the  committee  thereon        -        -  140S 
(Bae  Lmritude  of  iht  CtgritoL) 
Lancaater,  Jo»p£, on  inatiimorMr.B*aaatt,«aa 
admitted  to  a  aaat  within  the  bat  of  the 

Howe 787 

tbe  Speaker  preaenled  a  letter  from,  eipresa> 
ing  gratiiade,  dee.  -        -        -  •  1087 

Land  Lawa,  6n  motion  of  Mr.  Poindeiter,  Iba 
Clerk  waa  directed  to  fumiafa  lo  each  ttf 
HmT  atmdiiig  committeee,  a  eo^  of  die  •     8S0 
Land  and  NanJ  Serrteii,  a  bfil  to  proTide  for  cer- 
tain peraona  engaged  in  Ine,  read  tinc«, 

and  referred IS36 

Ltnda  Sold,  noithiTHt  of  Ohio  nrer,  a  letter 

from  the  Secretary  of  tfaeTreaaoiy  trana- 

mitling  atatetnenls  of,  See.      ... 

liangnille,  Fiand*  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  lor 

relief  ef 1411 

twice  read,  and  rehired     .        -        .        .  1417 

reported  with  an  ametidmcnt     ...  1431 

Latitode  of  3a«  W  N.,  ■  ruHlation  ftom  the 

Senate  requeatiag  the  Preaidenl  of  tbe 

United  Statea  to  employ  an  artiit  to  aacer- 

tain  fte,  on  the  neat  bank  ef  TeDneaMO 

liTer U03 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  uio 
reportedwith  amendmenta;  taidon  the  table  1431 
Latrobe,  Benjamin  H.,  the  Speaker  preaented  a 
lettoT  from,  referred        .... 
Iiawienca,  William,  Ihu  report  en  Ifae  petition 
of,  made  at  last  leaetoii,  waa  refert«d  lo 
the  Secretarir  of  War    .... 
LawjoT,  Mr.,  «t  New  York,  attandcd 

■MMikaa^oB  the  repait  in  the  case  of  (Mm 

Kellogg 

Lee,  Bidiard  Blatid,  the  Speaker  pcasaBtad  « 
letter  from,  enclosing  the  claim  of  Jacob 
Dox.relerrad  to  the  Committee  of  Claima    SI3 
L«fene,  Joseph,  a  bill  &om  the  8«>aia  ka  Ifae 

reliafo^  read  twice        .  •        .11*3 

Iieftwkh,  Adjutant  Oaooral,cop7  ^a  letter  fr«n, 

I*  Oanaral  Owue         ....  314S 


Leonard.  Chailaa  8.     (Sae  Situky,  AJtnit.) 
I«wis,  William  B.,  the  bill  of  Uit  sesuon  fbr  the 

relief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  readiDg         .    367 
read  tbe  dtird  time,  sad  passed  -        .    370 

rataraod  tram  the  Senate  with  amendment, 
and  agreed  to        -        -        -        -        -    434 
Littfary,  a  lesolntiDn  fh>ra  the  Senate  for  aJtHQt 
committee  on,  agreed  to,  and  the  aame 

appointad SM 

a  hut  ftom  the  Senate  to  prande  for  Ae 
remoTel  of  the,  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -    3S0 
reported  witbont  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed SSI 

Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Maisachnsetls,  elected   is 
place  of  Mr.  Pairii,  resigned,  was  qaali- 

Ged,  &c. 390 

ipeech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dd- 

foor  and  others 433 

]B  the  militarj  appTapriatie&  biH        ...    M8 
Linn,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        -        .    SBO 
remarks  o^  on  his  rvsolntion  concerning  the 
migratioD  ofatsTea         ....     398 
Little  Prince,  Tnstanuggee,  a  talk  fVom,  to  the 

Americancommanderinthelndtinnation  1074 
I  Oak  Timber,  a  bill  anthoriliDg  the  par- 
chase  ol^  read  twice        ....    437 
a  bill  f^m  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    -  ISI7 
read  twice,  and  retbrred    ....  ltS7 
reported  without  smendment     ...  1403 
Liiermore,  Arthur,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    389 
irks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  peosion 
General  Siatk 398 


D  the  resoliilian  lo  repeat  the  act  to  ei 
ctaof  Hem[ 
wcgalcbie,  Ac 


liah  the  diatiictaol 


Memphremagog,  Oa- 
on  the  appiopriatioD  for  Trumbnll'a  paint- 


S4fi 

1144 


inga 
speech  at,  on  tbe  Seminole  reports 
LongUade  of  Ihs  C^^lol,  the  Speaker  praaaated 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Lambert,  accompanied 
with  two  Iwndrad  eopiea  of  abatracta  of 
ealealalioBa  to  BBcertaio  tbe   ...  1188 
a  jiat)t  reaidati«i  aBlhoriuag  Ilia  Praeident 
to  cause  astronomical  obaervations  to  be 
made  to  ascerlain  tboi  read  twice    -        -  140.'! 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  '  -1410 

Loomis,  Jairni,  correapondesoe  o^  with  Caouto- 

(lora  Fattenon 1978 

Loniaiaiu,  a  bill  far  the  final  adjustiasDl  of  oar- 
tain  land  claims  in  Missouri  Territory 
aitd  Sute  of,  rsad  twice  .        .        .     34S 

repoit  from  the  Becntaiy  of  the  TreaHiry, 

with  a  draft  of  a  hilt,  refured  >        -     366 

a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  fiff  tbe  final 
adjnatmaat  ofland  titles  in  MiwowiTei- 
filory  aad,  read  twioe     ....    389 
oidsrad  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        -    MT 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        •    361 
returned  with  amendments        ...  1431 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        •        •  1433 
Loiell,  J.,  Snrgson  OenMvl,  lefott  of,  on  the 

Army  rations 2391 

Lower  Ciesk  Natioa,  pelitiao  of  iha,  to  Goremor 

CametoB S049 

Lowndaa,  William,  of  SoDlh  Carolina,  aiteoded    314 


dovGoo^lc 


El 


LMndcf,  Williain — coDtiniiwl. 


INDEX. 

Bnm  ProetMHgtand  DtbtOM. 


on  the  niilil4i7  •M'^apriBtkia  bill  -  470, 
ou  the  Seminole  reporla  ■  .  •  - 
temarki  of,  on  the  motion  to  ^Mtpona  the 

ume  inilefiniul;    -        -  .      . 
on  an  item  in  Ihe  kpprapriatiaD  bill    ' 
ipeech  or,oD  tbe  molution  to  rep etl  the  bank 

Laea%  John  B.  C,  tnd  Uleuent  B.  PanroN,  a 

bill  (oi  the  relief  ol)  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

LueDgo,  F.  Caao  Y.,  Commandaal  of  St.  Mark'i, 

the  (lefellM  of        -        -        •        - 

letter  from,  to  Qcneral  Jackwa  - 

Ljon,  Malthetr,  the  Hpeaher  preaented  the  i 

morial  of,  referred  .        .        . 

adterie  report  thereon 

M. 

Mtchay,  Jamea,  a  letter  bom  the  Sacietaiy  of 
the  Treaaorj  in  Tefereace  to  -        -        -    ' 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    1 
MmUj,  William  P.,  of  Pennajliania,  attended     : 
remarka  of,  on  tha  bill  granting  a  penaion  to 

General  Surk 1 

on  a  reaotution  coocerning  the  documeiita 
relating  to  Aibuthnot  and  Ambriater       -     J 
Maelay,  William,  of  Pennajlvauia,  attended      - 
Macomb,  Aleiander,  a  bill  front  the  Benate  con- 
finning  the  claim  of       •        •        -        -  1 
read  twice         -        '        -.        •        •        -  1 
ordered  to  i  thiid  reading  -        -        -        -  V. 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaud  -        -        •  l: 
Madrid,  a  Meuage  from  tha  Preaident,  tranemit- 
ting  a  cap;  of  hie  proclamation  of  tha 
convention  eondnded  at         .        .        .    , 
Major  Qeneiala,  Mr.  Mercer  aubmitted  a  reaoln- 
tion  inatmcling  the  Hihtary  Committee 
to  prepare  a  report  to  reduce  the  namber 

of,  to  one 

Manly,  Daniel,  and  Aaron  Walker,  the  adTeree 
report,  at  laat  aeaaion,  on  the  petilion  of. 
waa  conndared  and  coBcorrcd  in    •        -    '• 
Mannftctnred  Article*,  a  bill  l«  incnaaa  tbe  dn- 
tiea  on  ccTtaia,  importtd,  read  twice,  and 
referred         ......    | 

Hannmiaaion  of  Blavaa,  Mr.  Irring  preaented  the 
memorial  of  the  New  York  Socialj  for 
prMnoling  the,  referred  -        -        -        -    ' 

nfarredlAlitaCommiltee  of  Forngn  ASaira    I 
that  committee  diacharged,  and  aubject  ra- 
ftrred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  1 

Marr,  George  W.  L^  of  TannaaaM,  atlanded     ■    ^ 
Maioti,  Jonathan,  of  MaaaachOictta,  attended    •    ! 
remarks  of,  on  Ihe  UaaaachUMtta  claim      -    1 
Haion,  Jamei  B.,  of  fihode  Iitand,  atlended      -    i 
Maaaachnaetta  Claim,  diaeonion  of  the  -    4 

Hajhsw,  Thiddena,  the  bill  of  laat  aeaaion  far 
relief  of,  was  taken  op,  amended,  and  oi^ 
dered  to  a  third  rcaiUog        -        -        -    1 
read  a  Uiird  tine,  and  recommitted    -        -    * 
report  thereon  ------    4 

Must,  Joae,  Gorwitor  of  Weat  Florida,  copy  of 

a  nota  from  -  -        -        -  If 

latter  &om,  to  Major  White  Yonnga         -  li 

eorreapoodeneo  of,  with  General  Jaekaon  18 

ie8i,»l08,99 


Hodical  Socle?  of  ih«  DiMrid  of  Colnmlna,  ih« 
bill  of  lait  aeauoa  to  ineotpotate  tbe,«rM 
taken  op,  and  orderad  to  a  third  readia( 
read  tbe  third  lima,  and  paaaed 
ratnraad  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*  1 
conaidarad,  aad  conciurrd  in     -                  -  1 
ticer,  Charlea  F.,  of  Virginia,  alUnded 
ramarka  of,  on  hia  reaolulion  relative  to  tha 
■lave  trade 


TMBarfca  of,  on  a  propoaad  amendment 
^ech  of,  on  the  conatmction  of  military 

remarka  ot,  on  tha  molibn  to  refe  the  San- 

inole  rcporta  -        .        .        .        - 

on  the  rcaolution  reapocting  a  monument 

to  De  Kalb 

apaach  of,  on  the  Seminale  reaoluliona 
Merchandise  and  Tonnage,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  ihe  Treasury  to  the  rfuLrman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana,  with 
atatements  of  the  grosa  amount  of  duties 
on ,  for  a  specified  period 
Merrill,  Onsmu*  C,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Merrill,  Joaeph,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Wilkin,  tbe 
claim  oi,  aa  aaaignee  of  John  Cameron, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ~ 
■iona,  dtc      -        -        -        . 
Meaaage,  the  Prettdent'a  annual  (in  Senate  pro- 
ceedings)     -        ■        .        - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the,  was  n 
to  appropriate  cumniitteea 
Hiehiflan  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr>  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  a  commiltea  waa  appointed 
to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
a  delegate  in  Congress  to  •    -  -    SW 

a  bill  to  authoriie  the  election  of  •  delegate 

from,  read  twice    -        -        -        -        -     SIS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -     436 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  -    4S9 

relumed  from  Ihe  Beaalewitb  ainendmeals, 
and  concurred  in  -        -        -        -        *  109T 
Middleton,  Henqr,  .of  South  Carolina,  attended     300 
HiUbrd  and  Oswego  Tniopike  Company,  Mi. 
Wilson,  of  FennayWania,  preaented  the 

petition  of  the 3U 

Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bich,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  instructed  to  report 
at  next  aaiaian  a  copy  of  the  rulea  and 
regolationa  for  the  ...  -  UlS 
Military  A&ira,  appointment  of  a  aelect  commit- 
tee on  S» 

MUitary  Gstebliahment,  report  ftom  the  Secrela- 

^  of  War  on  the  subject  of  tha      .        -    SH 
a  lull  concerning  the,  read  twice  -    4SI 

fint  section  struck  out,  and  bill  laid  on  tb« 

table 540 

Military  Land  Warranta,  altill  allowing  fortbai 

time  for  issuing  and  locating,  rnd  twioe    007 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  630 

Military  Puniahmenta,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hani- 
aon,  tha  Judiciary  Committee  wara  in- 
stinoted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  piciTiding  by  law  for  -  -  -  ■•  BIS 
Military  Serrice,  a  bill  making  «  pattiat  appro- 
priatton  (or  the,  and  to  make  good  a  defi- 
cit in  fbrmei  appiopriatioaa,  read  twice    .     HS 
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IIBUU7  8«rvic« — cdDtiaaed. 

bill  ordered  to  »  third  nMdlnf  - 
read  tha  third  time,  and  paeaed 
k  hill  makiag'  ap^priatloli*  h>r  tha,  foi  I 

vear  181S,  twice  lead    -        -        . 
Mdered  to  a  Ibiid  readtnt 
iMd  Uw  tbiid  tinMk  ami  paaaad 
retumad  from  the  Saaate  with  1 
cwDiideied,  and  concarred  in      -        -        - 
Mllitaij  S«T*icOT  dartDg  the  lata  War,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Sawyer,  Um  Militarj  Cammitloe 
'i*aro  initfucted  to  inquire  whether  a>y 
■Itaratioai   or  amendouatt  are  seoaan- 
rj  in  tha  act  making  proviaiaB  ki  - 
Hilitaij  Bitea,  on  motion  of  Ur.  WhittMn,  the 
Hilit«r7  Conmiltee  were  inatmcted  to 
inquire  iota  the  expediency  of  authoriaiDg 
the  aale  of  certain  -        -        .        -     MS 

a  bill  to  aathotiie  (he  *al«  of  certain,  read 

r«ad  the  third  time,  and  pawed 

Militia,  appointment  of*  select  commillee 

orgatuutioa  and  diicipliiie  of  the  - 

a  bill  for  the  organiulion  of  the,  read 

Mr.  Hairiuin'a  report  on  the  orgBniiation 

and  diicipline  of  the       -        -        -        -  3UI 

Hillei,  eiephen  0.,  of  South  Cirolba,  attended    416 

apeech  of,  on  the  niiliiii7  appropriation  bill     SIO 

UiUer,  P.  M.,  letter  from,  to  UeneraUackaoD    -  33H 

Milla.  Elijah  K.,  of  MaeoachuaetU,  atteadsd 

apeech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  militaij 

loada M4 

remarks  of^  on  tha  reaolation  relating  la  the 

inatigating  the  Indiana,  Ac    -        •        -    US 
ontheappropriatiaDfbrTrumball'apaintinga  IIU 
UBne,  Alexander,  •  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  (wica         .        .        .        ,  1483 
Ifilne,  Sir  Dafid,  rear  admiral,  Ac,  correapond- 
enee  of,  with  Captain  Chamban,  of  Hi* 
Britannic  Hijeatya  ahip  Dee,  in  rehlioa 
to  the  Gaheriea       -       •       -       •'      •  U9B 
Utnii,  I(B*c,  and  others  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice 1199 

read  tiie  third  time,  and  peaied  -        .        .  1147 
Minor*,  enliated,  on  maiion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the 
Military  Committee  were  inilrUctad  toin- 
qaire  into  the  eipediencj  of  pioiidiag  for 
granting  the  land  boanty  to    •        -        -    MS 
]fint,iepoTt  of  the  Director  of  the    -        -        -    370 
Mlaiiiaippi,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Poindeiter,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manafic- 
tnrea  were  initrncUd  to  inquire  into  the 
eipedienc;  of  gifing  effect  to  slaw  of  the 

Suto  of 81t 

the  memorial  of  the  Legialatnre  of,  prayiig 

an  extention  of  limit*,  waa,  on  motion  of 

the  same,  referred  to  the  enmrailtee  on 

IbeadmianoDof  Alabama  Tenitoij       -    870 

»  UU  firom  the  SenaU  granting  land  to,  tn 

certain  pnrpoaea,  wm  lead  twioe    •        •  1147 
Mdered  to  a  third  reading  ...  II53 

rasd  the  third  lima,  and  paved  -        -  1150 

Mitaonri,  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  snbmlt. 
ted  a  reiolntion  fori  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  creating  a  separate 
territorial  goTernment  on  that  part  of, 
called  the  AAansas  coantty  -  -  -  419 
■greed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  414 
(See  Arhaiua*  TtrrUary.) 


HlHouri,  Legiahlure  of— eontinnsd.  Page. 

the  SpeAer  presented  the  memorbl  of  die 

Li^Iatnr*  o^   praying   to  be  admitted 

into  the  Union,  dec,  referred  ■        .        -    418 

•  Un  to  enable  the  people  of  the,  to  fcrm  a 

State  goMTOtaeaiidte.,  reed  twice         •  llOS 

d«bate  on  the  Ull 1 170 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1316 
rMd  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  ■  1317 
retamed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

which  were  alt  conenrred  in  except  one  -  1436 
both  Hoasea  sdhars,  and  the  Ull  lost  -  1138 

ft  bill  to  est«blish  a  separate  Territorial  gov- 
emmeat  for  the  aonthcrn  part  of,  nad 

twice,  Ac. 4SS 

MildMll,  Darid  B.,  copy  of  a  tetter  to,  from  A. 

Aibathnot     -        -  •       •  SON 

extract  of  a  letter  frorn,  to  the  Secretary  of 

War      -        .        .        .         20«4,S14«,  ««8t 
extract  of  a  letter  fi'om,  to  George  Graham, 

acting  Secretary  of  War         •        -        •  SIM 
extract  of  a  Utter  from ,  to  General  Gaines  -  3SM 
•newer  in  writing  of,  to  certain  interroga- 
totiee  put  by  the  Senate  Coffiinitlee  on  the 
Bemlnale  campaign        ....  3391 
Mobile,  adierse  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 

inhabitants  of,  concumd  in  -  -  -  310 
Montgomery,  Alexander,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instnicted  to  inqaiio  into  tha  eipo' 
diancjr  of  aothoriiing  the  land  officers 
west  of  Pearl  river  to  receive  additionei 
evidence  in  the  ease  of  the  claim  of  Uie 
legal  repreaentativea  of .  .  .  .  34fi 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreecnta> 

tives  of,  read  twice,  and  r^rred     .        >    801 
reported  without  amendment      ...    41s 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    433 
Uoore,Samnet,of  Pennsylvania,  elected  in  place 
of  Mr.  Ingham,  resigned,  wu  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 390 

Hooro,  Robert,  of  Pennsjiiauia,  attended  •    389 

remarks  of.  on  his  motion  respecting  the 
Pittsburg  and  Waterfbrd  road  •  .  107S 
Morgan,  William.  (See  Armttrong,  John.) 
Morton,  Marcus,  of  Msssachusetta,  altended  •  389 
Moseley,  Jonathan  0.,  of  Connecticut,  attended  389 
Moss,  Dsniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  resd  twice  -  479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  488 
Muhlenberg,   Major,  copy  of  a  letter  to,  from 

General  (iaines      .....  sosg 
Hnmford,  George,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    390 
the  death  of,  anaonnead  to  tha  Honaa,  &c    iSt 
Miiai{diremag(^,  &g.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lifer, 
more,  the  Cotnmiltoe  of  Ways  and  Meaas 
were  instinctsd  to  inqoire  into  the  exp*. 
dienn  of  repeating  the  act  establishing 

the  distrieta  of 345 

Mmrder  Creek,  reply  of  General  Gaines  to  the 

inhabltanu  of 3144 

Maaele  Shoals,  Mr.Bloant  presented  the  patilioD 
of  tandry  inhabitants  of  East  Tennessee, 
prsjing  an  appropriation  to  defray  the 
expense  of  removing  ohatractiona  to  &« 
navlgaltOD  in  the,  rsferred  .  -  .  S98 
MlBcogce  Nation,  address  of  the  abieCi  of  the,  to 

tha  King  of  England      ....  iMi 

a  of,  Feferred  to  thi 

-  1037 


biii 
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McCalla,  Bobort,  tni  MaUhew  H.  Jauelt,  k  bill 

fol  thereLarDf;reullwica  .  .  .  7U 
read  tba  Ibird  lima,  and  paaaad  .  ■  -  787 
ictoinad  from  die  Senata  with  an  anw^ 

ment    -        •        •        ...        .        .  UM 
coniidered  and  cottenrred  in       -        -        -  14SS 
McCartT,  Edward,  a  bill  bom  Iha  Senate  bt  n- 

liefof 1167 

read  Mica,  and  lefeiret!     -        -        •        .  IIM 
repoited  trithout  amendment     ...  1S16 
ikCanlej,  Matthew,  ad<rene  report  on  the  ptti- 


McCandand,  Jolin,  a  bill  &r  the  relief  ot,  read 

iwioe MS 

ordered  to  a  third  tti^ag  ....  149a 
read  the  third  time,  and  pwaed  ...  1426 

McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended     .        •    S8» 

KsItaBaU,  Captain  Jamee,  a  bill  authoriiinf  the 
equitable  aettlam<nt  of  the  aoconat*  of 
the  late,  twice  read,  A^  ...  ggo 
.  McGrtgor,  Sir  Gresoc,  Iranalation  of  the  com- 
miieian  of,  u  Brigadier  Geneial  in  the 
witice  of  the  onited  proiincea  of  New 
Granada  and  Venelaefa         -        -        .  1613 

Mclntoah.  Lachlan,  and  othen,  Mr.  Cobb  pre- 
aented  the  petition  of  the  Legiilature  of 
Georgia,  piajing  that  the  landi  granted 
to,  ai  commiuionen  appointed  by  aaid 
State  for  (arreying  certain  land*.  See., 
maj  be  conStmed,  referred     ... 

Hclntoab,  John  N.,  letter  from,  to  the  Hon.  A. 

McKeerer,  Llentenanl  J,  affidavit  of        -        - 
McLaBe,  Lewie,  of  Delaware,  ajtonded 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  inject  the 
booki  of  the  United  States  Bank,  dec  . 
■peech  of,  OB  bii  amendment  of  the  aaaie  - 
^reecb  of,  on  the  bill  for  eiecttog  a  Territo- 
rial goiamment  in  A  rkanaaa  -  .  .  1337 
■peecb  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  Bank 

charter lUW 

McLean,  John,  of  IlHnoi^  wai  qnalilied,  &c.    - 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Election!,  coo- 
finning  the  dection  of  • 
McMino,  Joie[di,  eitrtct  of  a  letter  fron  Oov- 

emor,  to  General  Jackeon      -        .        .  s34S 
HcNeil,  Joeeph,  •  bill  from  the  Senate  lor  re- 
lief of  1411 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -         -        -  1417 
N. 


read  tke  third  time, andpHHed  -        -        -  i; 

National   Bank.      (See    Bank   of  Ihe   Vmittd 
Stata.) 

Hvy,  appointment  of  a  lelect  committee  on  af- 

bireoftha ! 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleaianta,  the  Preeident  of 
Iha  United  Statea  wai  reqaeaUd  to  oaoaa 
to  be  laid  bafora  the  Honae  •  ttatemaBl  of 
what  had  becB  deaa  under  the  aetfbr  Ike 
gradual  iBcteMeof^the  - 


ad«t,ti 


tug 


a  Rfort  ha  reply  • 

a  bill  making  app^piialiMia  tot  the  aa|q^ 

«f  the,  fc(  Ihe  jnt  leia,  twice  read,  and 

ordered  b>  «i  th^  reading      -        -        - 


K  vr$ — eontin  ued. 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed 
retnmad  from  the  Senate  1 
coaaidared  and  eoncuned  in       -        -        -    97^ 
Ha*y  Agenli,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Talhnadge,  Ike 
Naval  Committee  were  inatruetad  to  is- 
quire  into  the  eipedioBey  of  inereaaing 
the  amount  of  lecnritj  reqoired  from      -     340 
k  Ull  concerning,  read  twice      -        -         .     443 
1  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  with 
a  liat  of,  whohavediaohargcdlheb^aneea 
agaiiiBt  Ibem  .....     ()3( 

NaTy  FenaleB  Fund,  anndry  statenenla  Iroai 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ehowing  the 

condition  of  the Mt 

additional  paper*  from  the  nmta  on  tbaaub* 

jaot  of  the SBC 

a  letter  from  the  aime,  with  the  aDDUal  re- 
pert  of  the  Oommiaaionen  of  the   '        -     SIS 
report  of  the  NaT*!  Committee  thereon      •  t43t 
Negro   Fort,  £aat  Florida,  a   tetter  from   tfie 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  enndry  pa. 
pen  teming  to  the  deatmction  of  the    -    Ml 
Nelaon,  Thomae  M.,  of  Virginia,  attended        .     t>l 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  extending  the  time 

of  peneione  to  widowi,  Ac.    ...     994 

on  the  biU  regulating  fMnsions  ■        -        -    4IS 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports     -        -    616 

Kelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  attended         -        -    Sfll 

presented  the  memorUI  of  William  Lam- 


bert 


speech  of,  on  the  military  approptiatiaDt  .  IKtt 
Netaon,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachnselta,  attended  .  SM 
Ne^it,  Wilson,  of  Sooth  Carotina,  attended  -  370 
NeuTllle,   Baron   Hyde    de,    a   paper   received 

from,  by  the  Secietaiy  of  Stale       -        -  SIM 

a  latter  from,  to  the  same  ...        -  SIST 

NewapaMH,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,   the 

Cletk  waa  directed  to  Aitniifa  the  oeoal 


S91 


Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended    .        -     SS9 
named  diairmin  of  ^a  Committea  of  Com. 

merce  and  Manufactnrei  391 

remarks  o^  in  explanation  of  the  bill  con- 

ceining  fqreign  seamen  -        - .       ■     309,  36S 
an  the  bill  to  regulate  passenger  khips        -     414 
on  the  Massachnsett)  claim        -  -     4S1 

Ne<r  York,  tiie  bill  of  last  session  to  alter  the 
lime   for    holding  the    circuit  court   o( 
which  had  been  returned  (rom  the  Senate 
with  amendmenti,  wae  iudsGuitelj  post- 
poned .......     M6 

Nieholls,    Colonel   Edvard,    commanding    the 
British  forces  at  Fensacola,  eopy  of  the 

prookmaUon  of 1MB 

cofs  of  a  latter  tram,  to  Colonel  Hawhius  1900 
copy  of  a  letter  from  A.  Arbnthootto,  30S8,  SSOI 
oi^of ajetter&om Robert C.AmWister to,  itSTS 
Hinmo,  William  T.,  a  biU  Gsr  rsbaf  of,  read 

twice,  dtc. 314 

Nerris,  Isaac  W.,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  Ae 

Mtitionof 04S 

North  CaroliBa,  a  joint  resolution  from  lbs  Sen- 
ate diractlBg  ■  survey  of  certsinputaof  the  , 

ooMt  of,  read  twiea,  and  telerred    .         -    3H 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oidercd 

to  a  third  teadisg  •        .        •        -        .    4S8 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    4M 


doyGoo^lc 


iin 


AmM  Proceeding  toid  Debates. 


0. 


OSccn  of  (he  CuHotDi,  on  motion  of  Mi. 
Holme*,  the  lapoil  of  the  Secretuj  of 
the  TretMiry  on  the  emalumenti  of,  com- 
munickUd  at  the  lutieuion,  wae  referred 
to  the  Commitlee  of  Waji  ind  Meani  - 
that  cDDiBiiltee  dUcbirged,  and  nibject  re- 
lerrad  to  the  Committee  of  Cotnmeice  knd 
MinQfaetnici        ... 

Ogden,  Divid  A.,  of  New  Yoilt,  atleaded 

Ogle,  Alexander,  of  PennejWania,  attended 
remark!  of,  on  the  bill  concemiDg  nidom  - 

Ohio,  Mr.  Harriion  eubmitted  a  retotutioD  cod- 


I  the  a 


laof  tl 


of,  referred  to  the  Judidary  Commitlee  -    34& 
QD&rsraUe  Mpwt  tbamon  -        -    806 

Onii,  the  Cheralier  Don  1.BU,  dec.,  eorretpond- 

aace  ef,  with  tha  Becrataij  ef  State        .  I6S9, 
I«89,  SlOl 
CMeri  detaili>g  the  genaraj  conrt^Milial  for  the 

ferial  of  Aibothnot  and  AmbiUter  -        -  SMS 
OidinkBee,  traritwial,  Mr.  BerBCant  ntoitlad 
a  raaolntion  inetnoliitf  the    JadioiBTj 
CooHnittae  toin^ire  into  the  npeAeney 
of  MaeUag  a  feaMal,  fte.     -  -     MT 

oiHtianeftbeCoartt,  alaUfTMn  the  Na- 
ate  for  the  raore  eoir*eiiient,  reail  twiee, 
andraferied  .....    (m 

reported  iritfaont  amendment    .        .        -    704 
Orr,  BMgBBin,  of  M MaaehMaUa,  aimdad        -    U9 
lenaikeef,  on  the  MaeeacAoaetta  dabn    -    131 
On,  Jftmei,abil]fbrtheielMfof,  roMlmiee    -  US3 
read  the  third  time,  and  PMaed  -  -1416 

Owen,  Jamee,  of  North  Carolia*,  aUeikdad        -    391 

P. 

Palmer,  Jirfin,  of  New  York,  attended       -        -    M9 

•peech  of,  intrednotoiy  at  »  reaotntion  oao- 

Mmifq  kayerte  fi«m  Canada  -    440 

Fwephin,  Santiago,  eiamiaatioD  taken  befcro  -  3333 

PufcLai,  Jawk,  a  bill  from  the  SenaU  for  teHef 

ef         -        - 18B3 

read  twice,  and  tobrred    -        -       -        .  1403 

iadeflnite  poetpoDemeM  recomoMitded       -  1411 

PUtot,  John  T.,  of  New  Hampahire,  attended    3S9 

Panenger  Shipa,  the  Ull  of  lait  leation  to  Tcyn- 

lata,  wai  taken  op,  and  ordered  to  a  tUrd 

reading         ......    4^5 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  ...    416 
ratnined  from  the  ScnUawith  ememdmale  1037 
agreed  to,  w^  en  ameDdmant  ...  1393 
Patent  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  rriatm  to 

the,  read  twice 1483 

PattenoD,  TbomM,  of  FennajNania,  attended  •     389 
Patteraon,  Daniel  T.,  a  letter  to,  from  General 

Oainea 1978 

a  Jetler  from,  to  Lieotenant  Crawley        -  1977 
carrespondence  of,  with  Sailingmeater  Loo- 

mia 197i 

letter  fiom,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy    -  19Q1 
FatDient,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  increaae  the 
compenaation  of  the  aorreTOr  of  the  port 
0^  read  twice,  and  referred    -         -        .    393 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Uhte          ....  1403 
Pkwling,  Le*i,  of  Fenniyhaniai  attended        -    841 
Pearl  RiTer,  Mr.  Faindarler  nreaented  a  petition 
of  the  LegiitatQie  of  Miaiiwlppi,  praying 
that  a  port  of  entrrnny  be  eatablwhM  at 
the  month  of 1149 


Pegraa,  John,  of  Virginia,  elected  a  Kepreaettt- 
.  atiie  in  place  of  Mr.  Ooodwyn,  deeeaaed, 
wai  qaalifled,  and  took  hii  aeal 
PebnaylTania,  a  bill  concerniiig  weetem  diatrict 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        .        •    . 
a  bill  concaraing  the  marahal,  attorney,  and 
clerk,  of  the  aame,  read  twice 
Penroee,  Clement,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 


indeflnitclj  poatponed        ....    54) 
PenaioD  Liat,  report  from  the  War  DeperUiekl 

•f  peraoo*  placed  on  (he        -        -    S33, 488 
Pannona,  ttie  bill  (tf  laat  aearion  regnladng,  or- 

demd  to  a  third  reading  ...    41B 

nad  the  third  lima,  mad  reoommittad        -    41S 
PenaLona  and  ReTolntionaty  Clatnu,   appaial- 
of  the  a  ' 


Penait 


a  of  peraon*  under  gnardianahipi  a  Ml 
I  provide  far  payment  o^  read  twice 


MU 


540 


Pettibone,  Daniel,  the  bill  from  tbo  Senato  fcr 
relief  of,  read  twice 


1433 
3370 


laid  on  the  U 
Pettit,  Petar.  (Bee  C 
Pettit,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  tH  relief  of, 

read  twice 
Pfaenix,  John  Lewis,  examanatiDn  od^  beiere  the 

gaBe*al  oonrt  nartial     -        - 
Pindall,  Jamee,  of  Vhginia,  atteaded 

remarka  o^  intn>dDctDi7  of  a  reMlntion  to 

reoenaidei  the  rejeetioo  of  the  bill  for  the 

benefit  of  Dufonr,  &C.   -         -        -        . 

apeech  of,  on  the  military  appropriationa 

on  the  reeolntion  to  refpnl  the  bank  chwier  tSCl 

in  rq>ly  to  Meaara.  Sergeant  and  Lowndea  1894 

Piracy,  a  bill  bom  Ibe  Senate,  to  protect  m 

twice  read,  and  referred    t        .        . 
npotted  withont  anMndaaen^  aad  oidend 

to  a  third  reading  • 

lead  Ihe  third  time,  and  pi 

Pitkin,  Timothy,  tf  Connedie    . 

remark*  «f,  on  Mr.  Ti^lor'a  motion  A 


on  the  Beaamirehai*  dain 
on  the  ball  extaitdiag  the  tar 


qmech  of,  on  the  militan  apprnpdatiaaa 
ia  defimce  ef  fToloael  AmBbnU 


394 


1143 


ntlelmrg  and  WalerlbTd  Read,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
S.  Meoie,  the  Committoo  on  Roada  and 
Canali  were  inatracted  to  inqaire  into  Ihe 
expadkni^  ef  anAoivdag  a  •otaetiptiaa 
to  the  eloek  of  tin  -        .        .>        .  I0T4 

Plan,  report  of  a,  for  the  oaganiaalion  and  diadp- 

Ime  of  the  militie  .....  S4I4 

Pleaaanta,  Jamea,  of  Tirginla,  attended  -    389 

Poindeiter,  George,  of  Miaiwrppi,  atwnded  390 

remaik*  of,  on  admitting  we  BopreaeBtattre 

from  Illinoia 396 

apeech  of,  on  the  Teedatien  to  adnfl  the 
(ame SOS 


INDEX. 

M  PnceeJiMfoad  Debatm. 


Uriii 


Foiadeitet,  George — continued.  Page. 

nrnttit  of,  on  the  reeotution  oaBcerniof  the 

migration  gfilaTei  ....  33G 
on  the  referenca  of  certiin  documeoti  from 

one  committee  to  another  -  -  -  371 
on  the  military  appropriatiooe  ...  486 
on  Mr.  Cobb'e  reaolulion  to  refai  tbe  Bemi- 

nolereporU 538 

epeecb  of,  un  the  re«olulioni  in  that  cue    •    98S 
femarka  of,  on  hie  motion  for  indefinite  poit- 
ponenunt      ......  1183 

OD  the  occupetioD  of  Florid*      -        -        -  14SB 

PoioeeU,  J.  It.,  tbe  coneapondeDca  of,  with  the 

Secretarj  of  State,  on  the  South  Ameri* 

cut  8t«te*r  ordered  to  be  ptinCed    -        •     SSB 

Pmfbj,  M^  tbe  bill  of  laet  Marion  for  die  relief 

of,  <TH  takan  op,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

raadlag HB 

read  the  third  time,  and  p*Med  ...     M7 
Folereikj,  John  L.,  Hr.  Gage  preMnt«d  the  pe- 

Ution  of,  referrrJ 333 

Poole,  Benjamin,  the  bill  of  liit  eeeiion,  for  the 
telief  of,  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        -        .        -    HI 

read  the  third  time,  and  puMil  -        .        -     SU 
Porter,  Jamea,  of  New  York,  attended       -        •    S8S 
Porter,  John,  the  unfaTorable  report  on  the  peti< 
tion  of,  at  the  laal  leaaian,  waa  conaldered, 
and  concnrred  in   •        -        -        -        -    StO 
Porta  of  Entrj  and  Deliiery,  on  motion  of  Hr. 
n  en  Ion,  the  Committee  of  Commeree  and 
Manufacture*  were  initraeted  to  inquire 
into  the  aereral  aota  enabUahinf    -        •     389 
Poitage,  the  Britiah  Miniiter  rebukee  one  ofhia 
correipondenta  for  the  heaTj  expenae  for, 

impoaed  on  him SO(K) 

PoeUnaeteri,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Simkini,  the  Com- 
mitlM  on  tba  Foat  Office,  &c.,  were  in- 
•tracted  to  inqnira  into  the  oxpediencj  of 
increaiing  tbe  aliowanM  to,  on  the  main 

route,  Ac.      -  ' 340 

Mr.  LiToroioi*  preaentod   the  petition   of 

certain ,     -        -  1IV3 

Foat  Office  Eetahliahment,  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  regolating  the,  read  twice         -        .  13SS 
a  bill  firom  the  Senate  to  repeal  part  of  the 
Bct  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  139S 

read  Iwica 1403 

ofdared  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  1410 
liMd  the  third  tiiM,  and  paaaad  •        >       -  1417 
Foat  OAe«  and  Post  Roada,  appowtneot  of  the 

atinding  eommillae  on  -        -        -        •    391 
Poat  Road*,  a  bill  to  allcT  aad  eataUiah  cartain, 

road  twice 114S 

ordered  to  alUrd  reading  •        -        .        .1416 
)«td  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  ...  143S 
returned  front  tba  Sonata  with  ameadoieat* 
and  ooncuiiad  in    ....        .  1440 
Preble,  Commodore  Edward,  offloen,  and  oraw, 
the  bill  of  laat  aeaaion  authorinng  the  di*' 
tribotion  of  ■  aom  of  money  among,  wa* 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    3BI 
read  ih«  third  tine,  and  paaaed  ...    3VS 
PK-emptioo  Righla,  the  Speacai  preeented  a  pa* 
titionoftbe  Lagiilatura  of  Miaaouri  rela- 

ti*e  to 703 

he  alao  preaentod  another,  relating  to  tbair 
additional  judge    .        .        •        •        •    708 


P.I*. 

FreaidaDt  of  the  Dniled  Sutae,  Maaari,  Tb^Iot 
and  Baldwin  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the.  and  inform  him  of  tbe 
readineai  of  the  Houae  to  receiTo  any  com- 
mnnication  he  may  haTO  to  make  to  (hem     SM 
report  that  they  have  performed  tbe  duty  -    990 
Freeque  late,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Nary  waa  inatructed  to  report 
at  tba  next  aeaaion  touching  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  tbe  harbor  of     .        -        .  141T 
PreToet,  Solomon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,        ....  lin 
Price,  Jamea,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  - lOX 

Printing  for  the  two  Honaec,  a  joint  raaolalion 
fton  th*  Senate  for  appnnting  a  joint 
eoramktae  to  ceonder  tbe  auttjeet  a(  read 
three  timea,  and  puaed  ....     MT 
committeeappmntadonlhepartoftbeHoiiaa    SM 
roportofthejoinl  committee  Mnenrredin  -     41S 
tM  Tota  of  eoncti/rtnea  rBconaiderad,  and 

tbe  r^ort  rccomautted  -        - 
aame  report  again  ttanded  in 
a  joint  reaoluiion  from  tbe  Banato  dmeting 
the  manner  of,  &a.,  waa  read  three  tin 


Prirate  Land  Claima,  appointment  of  the  atand- 
ing  committee  on  • 

Property  Loet  and  Deatroyed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jonea,  the  Mihtarj  Committee  were  in- 
atructed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
prottding  for  the  payment  for  -  - 
thereof  read  twite,  and 


PcopoaaJa  made  to  General  Jachaon  by  the  ciTJI 
and  military  Gorernor  of  Weat  Florida  • 

Proaecution  of  Saita,  dtc,  a  bill  to  anthorite  the, 
*c 

Front,  WilHam.  a  bill  from  tb«  Senate  anibor- 
iiing,  to  bring  auit  agajnat  the  Commia- 
aioner  of  the  PnbUc  Bnildinga 


ordered  lo  a  third  reading  • 
read  the  third  time',  and  paaaed  - 
Profident  Aaaociation  of  Clerka,  a  bill  to 

Jiorale  the,  read  twice     • 
ered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  the  third  time,  aad  paaaed  • 
returned  from  the  Banale  with  an  anMod- 


contidered  and  concurred  in 
Fruaiia,  Hamburg,  and  Bremen,  applicationa 
ceived  from  the  Goiernmenta  of,  in  re 
tion  to  commercial  reeiprocitiei 
Publii  Accounts,  a  bill  to  profide  for  ^a  prompt 
aettlement  of,  read  twice 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Public  Building*,  appointment  of  a  aalecl  com- 
mittee on  the  ... 


a  bill  making  appropriationi  for  tbe,  dec. 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Public  Eipandiiurea,  appoinloMnt  of  tba  atand- 
ing  committee  on  • 


I43t 
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flbuf  Proeeedixgt  and  Dtbatm. 


Pablie  Landi,  «ppointmBiit  of  tba  lUDilinB  com- 

miltMOD 391 

Pnblie  Printing,  ths  rspoit  of  Um  joint  commil- 
tcs  on,  coiuidend  and  concnned  in,  uid 
a  comniUM  »pmbMi1  t«  cmtt  Um  mum 
into  affeet t41S 


Qaula,  Tuoattil,  of  Kenluckj;,  ttUnded         •    390 
remarka  of,  do  tha  inileflntta  poatpeanneDt 
of  tbe  Seminola  nport   >        •        -        -  1134 


RaliDii,  WillUm,  Governor  of  Georgia,  a  l«tt«r 
from,  to  the  Sacretary  of  War  on  the  ■■il>- 
ject  of  Capuin  Obed  Wright'a  altick  on 

an  Indian  rillaga 3881 

letter  from  General  Jackioa  on  the  aame 

subject S38S 

Rationa,  report  of  the  Snrgeon  Genera]   on  lb* 

arnlj 3891 

Beceipta  and  EipeDditnrea,  ftonaal  atatamant  of 

the,  from  tha  Secratarr  of  the  Treaavi;     393 
R^ceiTete  and  Regiaten,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hei- 
rick,  tha  Committee  on  Pnblielitndawaie 
inatrnetad  to  inqnira  into  the  eipediencj 
of  amending  the  act  changing  the  cam- 
peneation  of  .....     ggQ 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the  aatartea  of  1411 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1417 

indefinitelj  poatponed        ....  1431 

Reduction  of  (he  Arm;,  Mr.  WUliama,  of  North 
Carotioa,  aubmitied  a  motion  that  ihe 
Mililary  Gommittae  be  initnicted  to  in- 
qoire  into  the  eipediencj  of  a        -        -    890 
GOQiidered  and  agreed  to  -         .  .  -   1140 

committee  dtacharged  from  iti  further  con- 
Eiilertition      ......  ms 

Reed,  Philip,  of  Marjland,  attended  ■     389 

remark!  of,  on  lakiog  up  Ihe  militarj  appro- 

priatiana  -  ■     .        .     450,478 

on  hie  reaolution  reipectiiig  Ihe  memorial 

to  De  Kalb 733 

■peech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report      -        -  1061 
Reed,  Robert  Rajtoond,  of  Georgia,  elected  to 
anpplj  the  place  of  J.  Porajlh,  reined, 
wai  qualified,  &c.  ....  1936 

Read,    William,  a  bill  fbr  relief  of  the  heir*  of, 

read  twice    -....,  iJSS 
read  a  third  time,  and  rejected  ...  isas 
vote  recoaaidered,  and  bill  lud  an  the  table  1398 
Regnier,  John  B.,  a  hill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  Ac    --....    43S 
RelinqDiibmant  of  Boualj  Landi,a6itlecncerB- 
inf  the  ailowanee  of  penaioua  npon  a. 


read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad      ,    - 
Banner  and  Heath,  the  bill  of  lait  aeaaton,  for  tha 
relief  of,  wa*  taken  np  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ..... 

read  the  third  time,  end  paeied 
retnrned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  ooncurred  in  ... 
Reply,  Mr.  Lacoek'a,  (o  the  etrictnrea  oa  hia 
report,  copied  from  the  National  Inlel- 


RaTenue,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  lo  regalata 
the  collection  at,  read  twioe,  and  com* 


lix 


Pm.. 


ReTiial  end  Dnlniabed  Snaineaa,  apfioinlment 

of  tha  atanding  committee  on  -  -  '*a» 
R«Totaliena)7  Surriiora,  a  aelect  conmittee  ap- 

Kinled   to   conaider   and  report  on  the 
TB  concerning    .....    S98 
Mr.   atom   prceented  the  petition  of  the 
Ooianor  of  New  York,  and  othera,  in 
bahalfo(  referred  to  aaaeeommitlee       -    3*1 
Rhea,  John,  of  Tenneeeee,  attended  ■■        -    390 

remaika  of,  on  Mr.  Holmea'e  reaohttioa      -     87S 
on  hia  motion  to  amend  the  militarj  appto- 

priitiou  bill  .....    47B 

apeech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report       -        -     885 

remarka  of,  an  the  motion  to  poalpeue  the 

aame  iodaSnitelj  .....  USB 

Rich,  Charlaa,  of  Vermont,  aUended  -        -    389 

remark!  of,  on  the  bill  ellending  the  pennon 

term  to  widowi,  &e>      ....    395 
on  the  reeolution  to  repeal  the  Bank  chiiter  1 141 
Rieharda,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  attended      -        •    389 
Kngi'Hannah,  and  Lather  Frink,abill  lor  relief 

ot,  read  twice 488 

ordered  Co  a  third  reading  ....    788 

read  the  third  tine,  and  paaaad  ...    883 

relumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente, 

and  concnrred  in  -        -        •        -        .  1133 

Rinn°'ili  Samnel,  of  Matjiand,  attended  -    S44 

Roada  and  Canala,  a  report  fronh  the  Seeretaij 

of  War,  ooncerning        ....    H4 
a  letter  ftom  the  aame  on  the  aubject  of 
conaltuctint  .....  3443 

Rolwrtaon,  George,  of  Kenluekj,  attended        -    390 
remarks  of,  iotroduetorj  'of  a  teadatioo  rel- 
aliTe  to  the  creation  of  a  aeparala  territo- 
rial government  for  a  part  of  Miaaonri     -    413 
Rockville  and  Washington  Turnpike  Compenj, 
Mr.  Herbert  preaented  the  petition  of,  re> 

ferred 434 

a  bill  to  anthoiiia  the  Company  to  extend 
(heir  road  throogh  the  Diatrict  of  Colum- 
bia read  twice,  and  committed  -    434 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -         -    '    -    444 
raad  the  third  time,  and  paiaad           -        .    44G 
Rodrignet,  John,  a  bUI  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  dtc  -  .  -  .  1417 
Rogera,  Thomaa  J.,  of  Pennajlvania,  attended  -  889 
Rnggle^  Nathaniel,  of  Maaeachniette,  attended  389 
Rash,  Richard,  acting  Setretan  of  State,  corre- 

apondence  of,withMr.  Bagot  -         .  1490 

letter!  fh>m,  aa  Miniiter  at  London,  to  tha 
Secratarj  of  Bute,         1S07,  1S73,  I67S,  1S87 


Salaries  of  certain  officer*,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate 


e  the 


nitud 


read  twice,  and  c 

blank*  filled  and  reported  ta  the  Honae       -  1149 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  iiut 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaiad    ...  UM 
Sale  rf  FnUio  Landa,  Mr,  Simkina  ofieied  a  re- 
solution concerning  tbe  ...    847 
agread  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretarj  of 
the  Treasury 


ZND£X. 

Bant  PraUMdMg*  ahd  DAmu. 


Iznl 


P«ge. 
SaniJi,  Lital^MBt,  extract  of  ■  lettoi  to,  ftoa 

GeoTgfl  Penjman  ,        ,        -        ,  ai87 

oepy  of  ■  lelMr  frua,  to  Col.   Wm.  King  SIW 

Saiif*  John,  «f  New  ¥ork,'atla>ded        -        -     389 

tewjer,  Buaiiel,  of  North  Caroliu,  Mteodad  -     390 

afit<h  qI,  on  tbe  Bernini  i^ort      -        •    ISO 

Sehvrkr,  Philip  J.,  of  New  York,  ktMniM       -     289 

Scott,  John,  lM«gal«  fioin  Hinouri,  UUikM  -     SSO 

rsniuk*  or,  oa  the  reMlntioa  relUiDg  to  ■ 

lepuala  Terntoiial  foverRment     -        -    413 
•peach  of,  oa  the  bilJ  to  admit  Miwouri      -  1166 
Soott,  LieDtenant  R.  W.,  letter  from  to  Ueaaul 

Gainei SOSQ 

Bcott,  WUUmd,  and  othet*,  abiU  foi  Iheielief  of 

read  twice     ......    8TI 

Scudder,  Tredwell,  of  New  Tork,  alleadcd        -    389 
Seamen,  report  fiom  the  ^eretarr  of  the  Naij 
of  the  proviiian  made  for  the  accommodi- 

tioDof 6U 

Seminole  Campugn,  so  much  of  tha  mesiage  aa 
lelatea  uierelo,  wbb  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hihtary  Aflairs      -        .        .    303 
a  meaaage  tranamittiag  documenti  in  rela- 
tion to  the 818 

en  motion  of  Hr.  Btorra  two  thonaand  five 
handred  addmonal  copiea  of  aaid  metaage 
and  doeainentaweicordered  to  be  printed    34fi 
incidenta]  diaenaaion  on  the  -    3S7,  STO 

npett  tf  the  dMnmiltee  on  the  -        -        •    fii6 
Mr.  JohnaoD,  of  Kenta^,  aubmitled  a  mi* 

norf^  wpoit 819 

both  reporta  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whoig sao 

Mr.  Meicer  enbiiittted  ■  reeolatioB  aakhig 
hr  copea  of  the  iDatractious  from  draSe- 
ctetariea  of  War  and  Nary  te  tlteir  re- 
a|MCli*«  offliara  relative  !•  the  deatnictien 

•fafcit 798 

the  reaolutisn  apoed  to    •        .        -        ■    787 
Om  reaohltioB*  recomtSMidad  in  the  firat  re- 

pMtneBatmd  UK,  1183 

memorial  of  Qenual  Jaekaon  en  the  anbject 

of  the S339 

8<nao,Pierre,  affidavit  of  -        -  2a«6,S334 

Bergaant,  Jofan,  of  Pennajlvania,  altooded        -     3ft9 
qteerl)  of,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  1368 
Settle,  Tbomw,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     •    200 
Sejbait,  Adam,  of  Pannajivania,  attended        -    290 
Berberl'a  Statiatica]  Annate,  &c.,  on  notion  of 
Mr.  Newton,  a  deficiencj  in  the  appropri- 
■lion  far  tbe  pnrduiae  of,  wu  ordered  to 
be  peid  out  of  the  coDtiaient  funil  -    43G 

Mr.  Newton  alio  enbmitled  a  reaolutioo  re- 
lating lo,  twice  read      -        -        -        -    436 
read  tbe  lliird  time,  and  paiaed  -        -    488 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  oonenrred  in  ...    BSS 
Sheppard,  Sarah,  an  adTCTM  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  eonenrred  in     •        -        -       -  10T4 
Shiddi,  Thomaa,  end  othen,  a  bill  concerning 

twice  tead,  4c«. 484 

Sholer,  CaMrin  Stanton,  a  bill  Jb*  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  &c.     -----    411 
Sick  and  dlmUed  aeameu,  a  bill  tnm  the  SMtte 

providing  relief  fbr,  read  twiM        •        -  10T4 
indtfinitelT  pea^oued       .       -        -        .  1483 
SUibee,  Nadtniiel,  of  HeeeMhnaett*,  atlMidad  -     889 
Saabee,  John,  Mr>  ^wnoer  »«Mn«ed  tbe  vetittm 

of  -        . -        -        .        .  1074 


Bimmenda,  Baaj—in.  advene  rayatt  —  lb 
tion  ef,  reveraed,  and  a  bJU  ordered 
^ ieriha relief  of, eead  twice  and radmcd 

Bimkiai,  EUrad,  of  South  CarobDa,  aUended 
iiiimila  of,  oa  M>.  Hobea'a  teeeintiaB 
en  the  bill  extending  the  term  of 

to  certain  widow*,  dte.  -  -  -  s. 
■peeeh  of,  on  bill  for  oTgaQtaing  the  militia 
on  the  raaohitiea  to  redace  the|«ra>7  - 

Sinking  Ftnid,  nport  from  the  CommiaaieDen 


ntheW 


e  of  til 


I 


Skeate,  George,  affidavit  of 

Slavea,  appointment  of  a  aelect  committee,  on 

the  UDlanfitl  introdnction  of  - 
Slave  Trade,  two  reaolotion*  by  Mr.  Mercer  rela-  , 

tivetothe,  agreed  to       ....     44^1 
■   letter  from  the   Becretarj  of  the  Navy 
tnnvmitttng  copiea  of  all  inetnictionB  to 
commanderi,  on  the  labject  of  the  -     615 

ditto  fh>m  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaauij, 
with  a   statement   of  veaseli  aeiied  and 
condemned  onderthe  lawa  prohibiting  tbe     IMS 
imn  in  addition  to  tbe  »ct  to  prohibit  Oie, 

reed  twice 510 

dered  to  a  third  reeding  •        -        .  1481 

ad  the  third  time, and  peaaed  •       .       .  1438 
retorned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

'  concarred  In   •        •        •        -        •  I486 
sWomb,  Jeaie,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -    890 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended      -        •    SS9 
remark!  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  aale 

of  reierved  lota 316 

on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  aeamen  •    359 

,    on  the  bill  concermng  Cadeta    -        -        -    387 

OQ  taking  up  the  military  approprialioiM     -    446 

440,  4U 

on  the  Mil  itielf 488 

apeeeb  of,  on  an  iiMn  of  apprapriUion  -  -  4*5 
in  reply  to  Mr.  CUy  ....  474 
in  reply  te  Mr.  Williama  -  ...  488 
remarka  of,%n  the  bill  for  the  aale  of  Iota 

in  Waahington 643 

on  an  item  in  the  general  ai^nxfriation  bill  1148 

on  the  tooDBge  bill 1436 

Smith,  Juaei  8.,  of  North  Candina,  «ttand*d  - 
Smith,  Ballard,  of  Virginia,  attei '   ' 
Smitli,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  1 
Military  Committee  ^ 
inquire  into  the  eKpedieney  of  anthori- 
ling  the  proper  acconnting  o&oeca  lo  mI- 
Ue  the  acoounb  o(  Ac  -        •        .        .    ; 
Smjlb,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  allenied  • 

apeeeb  of,  on  the  milileiy  apptonialioBa    •    ' 
temtrke  oi^  on  the  motien  I*  reur  tlw  Sau- 
.         inele  reporta  ...... 

■peech  of,  on  the  bill  to  adatit  Miwew)      -    ' 
Smyth,  Harold,  the  bill  of  last  aoaaiaB  fin  re- 
lief of,  wai  taken  np,  and  ordered  ts  e 
third  reading  -        -        -        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  peaaed  -        -        - 
Boatb  Aaarica,  on  motiMi  of  Mr.  Jobnam,  of 
Virginia,  *  commiMae  wm  appointai' 
rcqneat  of  the  PiaaMent  vriiatlMr  appi 
been  made  b 
of,  to  have  a 


Bourn  pT<K»ediHg*  amd  Debate*. 


Ixur 


P>S«- 
kmtluKii  Hmuj,  of  Naw  Janey,  tttsndad        •    3SB 
remmrka  of,  on  Ihs  bill  cODCeniiiig  ndati    -     388 
)pai)i(   a   MeiMge    tnuamitluig  copiei  of  tha 

trestj;  nttb 14!tS 

ratiScktioD  of  the  CtrnTintion  of  1603  be- 

twacn  Iho  Unittd  Stataa  and-        -        •  1S94 
th»  Preaideot'a  prodamatioQ  of  the  lanie  •  ICM 
eopjr  of  the  canTcntJiiD  nith      ...  IG9& 
papen  reUtlng  to  the  treat;  et  amitj,  aet- 
tlemeDt,aad  limit!,  with         ...  1639 
Spanimh  Coiooiea.     (6«e  Sofilh  Ameri<a.) 
9fwiiah  Veaaeli,  •  liat  of,  captONd  b;  pint**- 

ud  btovght  iot«  the  United  itut*«        -  1S13 
aninta*r7  atatanent  of  maoaja  taken   out 
of,  and  braoKhl  ioto  the  United  Btctea    .  1916 
Bpecial  Dapoeifa,  a  latter  from  the  8*ct«lU7  of 
ths   Tr—urj   coacerniaf    tlie  btlaacaa 
due  from  State  bioki  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutea,  and  held  aa     -        -        -  1409 
8p«ed,  Thomaa,  trf  KeDlncky,  attended     -        -    SM 
Spuicer,  John  C^  of  New  York,  attended  .    393 

ap«ed)  of,  on  hia  motioo  lot  a  conaiittee  to 
inqwet  th«   prMwedinga  of  the  Uwlad 

Staloa  Bank 81T 

ia  r«tij  to  Mr.  MoL«n*,  of  Delaware  -  836 
ID  reply  lo  Mr.  Lowoilea  .  -  -  SSI,  834 
remtika  of,  on  hia  raaahitiaa  to  reoiova  Ae 

d^MaiUa 9Hs93fi 

OB  Uie  indefinite  pottponeMMH-of  tha  9*ii- 

liiol*  reaalotiwia    ■       ■       -        .       ■  im 
on  Mr  Jobnaon'a  reaitlatiaft  to  Hpaal  die 

Bankcharler lUl 

oa  the  apprOfaMllaa  In  pay  ibr  TnmhiU't 

paintii* lliS,  1145 

apcech  of;  on  the  Bank  Maolatioaa    •        -  134D 
Staff  of  the  AnDTiOn  motionof  Mr:  T.  Sf.  Nel> 
•on,   tha    Mi<it«i7  Committee   were   in- 
■tmcted  to  inqoire  into  the  lawi  regola- 

tiltgthe 333 

Standing  Committee*,  appointment  V  the        •    391 
BtAnding  Roiee,  Mr.  Campbell  aabmilted  *  re*«- 

iDtion  to  reacind  the  16th  of  the     •        -       30 

Mr.  Lowndea  mared  an  addition  lo  tiie      -     BT3 

eonaiderad,  and  agreed  to  • 

Stark,  Major  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler, 

of  New    UampAire,   a   committee  waa 

appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for 

the  benefit  of 

a  bill  granting  a  penaion  to,  twice  read 

read  the  third  time,  aoil  pawed  - 

relnrneil  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

and  conenired  in 

Stale  UnlTcnitiea,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Floyd,  tlw 
Committee  of  Public  Laoda  were  in* 
RliDcle  J  to  inquii*  into  the  expediency  of 
grantiDfc  a  tract  of  land  to  each  Stale  ht 
me  endowment  of  -  .... 
the  committee  reported  ineipedieiK^ 
iboati,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johaaoa  the 
Conmitt**  on  Poet  OSmc,  Ac,  warn  i>- 
Btructed  to  in^ain  into  th»  axpeaUency  at 
anthoriiing  the  PoataiaalCT  Gmeral  to 
■Ih, 


BlebUna,  Uaae,  Mr.  Hubbard  lubinilted  a  reao- 
Intion  inalmcting  the  Committea  of  Pen- 
liona,  &c.,to  inquire  iota  the  expedient 
of  pUdng  the  name  of,  on  the  peoaioD 
rolf 1 

Stephen!,  William,  Judge,  the  committee  ap- 
poinlod  to  inquire  into  the  cooducl  o( 
were  dlacharged,  the  laid  judge  hating 

BteTeni,  Ebeneier,  and  otfaen,  the  docameata 


4SS 


a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and.a 

third  reading  negatived  ...    4ss 

the  Tote  reeonaidered,  and  bill  referred  to  a 
aelect  committee    .        -        .         -        -    188 
Stewart,  Jamea,  «f  North  Carolina,  ^tended     -    390 
StiO,  Bartlett,  a  bin  for  tha  relief  of;  road  twice  1199 
Stincr,  Thomaa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ssou,  the 
Committee  on  Peniiona  ind  ReTOiatioQ- 
aiy  Olilrai  were  initmcted  to  inquire  into 
Ae  expediency  of  ptoiiding  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  War  office  certificate  iaaned  lo    4ST 
StoiTB,  Henry  R.,  of  New  York,  attended        -     SB9 
r«narfci  of,  on  taking  up  the  military  ap- 

propriatioDB 447 

■peech  of,  on  the  appropriation  lor  military 


4M 


remark*  of;  on  the  reaolalioD  rdaling  (o  in- 

(tigitJDg  Indian  hoaliiitiat      ...  ^tv 

on  the  reaolnlion  reapacting  Florida  -        -  S8S 

aprech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report*    .         .  740, 
remark*  if,  on  tbe  appropriation  fbr  Trum- 

buU'a  picture UW 

Slrictutea,  on  Mr.  Laooch'!  Baminole  report      -  3850 

Bttong,  Solomon,  of  Maaaachuaetta,  attended    .  433 

Btrother,  George  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended        .  814 

remark!  oC  on  the  bill  conceminf  cadeta    .  887 

■      •     -    (j,^  militaij   approprialton 


bill 


47ft 


of,  on  Mr.  Cobb'a  motio 
the  Seminole  report*      ....    ft|S 
remark*  on  the  reaolnlion  reapeeting  Florida    tiS% 
■peac^  of;  on  the  Seminole  raporta    .        -    SSS 
Stoart,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  atUoded        -        -    289 
S«iactj  Phabr,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read  Mlea    764 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  .        •    787 

Sail*  in  the  United  State*  Court*,  beliMen  eil^ 
xeaaof  the  (*me  State;  on  motion  of  Ul^ 
Er*in,  of  Boulii  Carolina,  IheJudioiaiy 

S8S 


oaneermng    .... 
Sttartwoot,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ef,  Iwioe 


Swift,  Oenerat  Jaa^ih  0.,  eocreapoBdence  of; 

with  tile  Secretary  of  War,  on  tbe  oonna 

of  inatraction  pBraued  at  ttie  Weat  Point 

Miliury  Academy  ....  9440 

T. 

Talleymd,  Charla*  Maniicei  copy  of  a  lat|er 

from,  lo  the  Spaniah  Ambaaaador  -  ■  1733 
Tallmadge,  Jamea,  of  New  York,  atlendea  •  38f 
apeech  of,  on  tha  reaolnlion  to  admit  Uliaoii  308 
in  reply  lo  Mr.  Anderaon  ....  889 
ramarku  of,  on  the  Ma*aBcbaaeU*  daina  -  480 
apeedt  of,  on  the  Seminol*  report  -  710, 713 
on  the  admiMion  of  Miaaonri     -  •  1308 

Tittnadge,  Matlhiaa  B.,  Jadge,  report  ia  Ute 

e***  of lUl 


kXT 


Houae  Proeeedingt  and  DehaUt. 


T«R,  CbrUtian,  of  PemujWania,  alUndeil 
Tax  AgenU,  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
hned  >l  the  lut  Muion  >  reeolulion 
cernlng  the  tppointmeDt  of,  for  the 
era)  cODDtie*  io  each  State,  reportad  that 
■Qch  a  measure  nai  iaeipedient  - 
Tajlw,  John  W^  of  New  York,  attended 

ramirki  of,  introducing  hia  matian  to  ap- 
point ilanding  committee! 
on  the  motion  to  poetpone  Mr.  Holmead' 


in  the  bill  concerning  cadet* 


le  poitponement 
in<de  raporti  ■        ■        - 
on  dta  appropriation  for  Trumbull'i  painting 
•peach  d/,  on  tha  admitiion  of  HiaMiiri 
on  tha  Arkaneaa  bill  ... 


SH7 


.  a  bill  to  amend  th 
tar;  to  the  act  to  aDthoriia  Ihe'^tala  of, 
to  iuae  granta,  jec,  read. twice 
readtha^ird  time,  and  ptM trrf 
exlraete  of  two  laltera  from  tha  GoTeraor  tit, 
to  Oanertd  Jackaon        ;        .        . 
Terral,  William,  ofOaorgia,  attended 
Tetijr,  Nathaniel,  of  Conneclicnt,  attended 
raroariu  of,  on  the  Bank  reaolnlioni  • 
in  Tindication  of  Colonel  TrnmbDlI    - 
on  the   biU  in  behalf  of  the 
Aeylnm        ... 
Taatimonj,  on  the  trial  of  Arbnthnot  and  .\ni> 

brwter 7/%^ 

Thomia,  Cdond  Janei,  report  of  the  Attoraef 

General  on  the  ecconnta  of    -        -        -    iSt 
Timber,  on  raotion  of  Mr.  Pleaaanta,  tha  NaTal 
Commiltea  were  inalmcted  to  inquire  into 
tha  eijiedienc;  of  authoriiing  ibe  pnr- 
,,  chiie  of,  for  bailding  Inentj  aloopa-of-war    4B8 

a  bill  miking  appropriation*  to  carr;  into 
effiict  the  act  making  raeanation  Ot  aa- 
tain  pnblic  tend*  l«  aapplj,  read  twice    •  1 167 
^■berlake,  John  B^  a  bill  from  the  eanit*  fat 

tha  relief  of IIM 

read  twice IIM 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding        -        .        -  isso 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaacd         -        -  lt79 
Tohmidoche^a  Seneca  warrior,  on   nM)tioa  of 
Mr.  tfarriaon,  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
eloD*,  dec,  were  initmcted  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediencj  of  placing  the  nun*  of,  on 
tha  pearion  roll*   ....        -    4M 
Tetnpkin*,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  attended  -    SM 

Tonnage  and  IHicriminaling  Duties,  a  bill  from 

Ike  Senate  in  addition  to  act  coneamlng     1408 

read  twioe,  and  referred    .        .        •        .  MlO 

reported  without  amendment    -        ■        .  141S 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed         -        -  14St 

Townsend,  George,  of  New  York,  attended       -    S8B 

Trade,  report  from  the  War  Depaitiaant  on  the 

auMect  oflndian 84Bft 

Trading-Houae*,  Ac,  the  bill  of  la*l  acaaion  ee> 
tabliahing,  among  the  Indian  Iribea,  wee 
relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  M- 

fain      - SM 

'  a  tnll  from  the  Senate  to  enforce  for  a  tar- 
dier time  the  act  eatabUahing,  read  twiee, 
and  ordeivd  to  a  third  reading        •        '  I4IS 
read  tin  third  time,  end  paaaed  -  -    -        -1417 


Ixxvi 


Pago. 


Tranaftr  of  Hone^*,  ■  letter  from  the  Secrelarj 

of  War  giring  a  itatement  of  the    •        .  1038 
Tranaportation  of  Gooda  coailwiae,  on  motioa 
of  Mr.  Silabee,  of  Haaaachnaatta,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waj*  and  Meana  ware  inatnict- 
ed  to  inqoira  into  the  eipetKenej  of  al- 
lowing  the,  without  loea  of  debenture     -    416 
report  thereon  -.-.--     4U 
Ttanaporlallon  of  Penona  of  C<dor,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  reipeeting  the       •        -        -  ISSS 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1403 
reported  witbont  amendment    .        -        -  141B 
Tranaportation  ofSlaTea,  Mr.  Linn,  ofNewJer- 

aaj,  aubmitted  a  reaolnlion  relatlTe  to    -     >S6 
coniidered  and  negatived  -        -        .        .     SS7 
Treaaury  Department,  ■  bill  from   the  Senate 

^OTidiag  Ibr  the  better  organhalion  of  tb*  I4M 
twice  read,  and  referred    .        -        -        -  1410 
reportad  wilboot  aWendmeBt    -        -        -  1418 
Traaninr  Notw  loat,  Ac,  oa  motion  ef  Mr. 
Jmhuoii,  of  Kenta^y,  the  Committee  of 
Waja  and  Heana  were  instmcted  to  in- 


tbe  pajmant  of 
a  hill  to  aDthoriie  pajnent  ot.  In  oeriain 

eaaee,  read  twice   -        .        -        .        .    U6 
read  tha  third  time,  and  paaeed  -    4St 

latamad  from  tha  Senate  with  amcndmanta, 
and  ooocarrad  in  -  .    S71 

l^aaty,  Projet  of  a,  delivered  bj  Don  Laia  da 
Onia,  tha  Mtoiatar  of  Spain,  to  Ih*  Sooa- 

tarjofSute Slia 

a  eoBBtar  projet,  hy  Hr.  Adama  •  811* 

vofij  of  the,  of  amity,  aettkment,  &c        -  3138 
the  ratification  of  the  eama        -  -3136 

Trimble,  David,  of  Eentnckj,  attended  -  •  SW 
on  motion  of,  the  Commitlae  of  Public  Landa 
were  inairncled  to  inqaire  into  th*  espe- 
dieni^  of  making  proiision  Sot  patania  to 
aoldiere  a^  fnrlongb,  Ac  ...  S4t 
remarlu  of^  on  the  miiitarr  approprialion 
hill         ■        ....        .     <M,477 

againat  the  bank    ...        -        -     fiM 
on  the  queetion  of  conaideriog  the  seme    -  1407 
Todier,  Henry  St.  George,  of  Virginia,  auended    8M 
remarks  of,  on  referring  the  Cbeaajieake  end 

Delaware  canal  bill        .        .        -        •    434 
on  taking  op  tha  miiitarr  appropriatioDa    -    446; 
449, 467, 481 
epeech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Nelaon  •        -    BOI 
Tnekor,  Sterling,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -    tM 
Tnnar,  Thomaa,  th*  bill  of  laat  eeeaion  for  re- 
lief of  the  beira  ot,  was  lakco  np,  and  or* 
dered  to  e  third  reading  -        -        -        -    Ml 
Tnininke  from  Pittaburg  to  Waterlbr^  k  motion 
W  Mr.  Moote,  eoaceming  anbecription  to 
the  stock  of  the,  negatived     -        -        •  1417 
Tnatanaky  Tbiacco,  the  Big  Warrrior,  talk  of 

the  Creek  ehiela  to        -        -        -        •  MM 

Twigge,  Major,  letter  from,  to  General  JackaoB  SMI 

letter  frMn,  to  General  Gainee  •        .        -  8l4t 


Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  aUeaded    .       -       -    814 
remaifca  trf;  on  the  reaohitioB  to  renore  th* 

pabBo  depe*ite« W 

epeech  of,  on  the  Seminole  repoila     -        •    M 
on  Ih*  bank  liwlnihjna     ....  DM 


lix^i 


IzxTui 


Boute  Proeeedingt  and  DAatet. 


V. 


P«. 


Uniform  SjriUn  of  Btnkraptcjr,  »  bill  to  Mt*b- 

liih  an,  read,  &«•  .... 
Dnilad  8ttlM  tod  ronini  coiaa,  detailed  npoit  i 
^lum,  Nathaniel,  of  Haw  Hampdure,  aUended    389 
l^eAil  Imanliona,  ■  report  Irvm  tho  Baerttarr 
of  Siatr,  wilh  •  bat  of  the  oamaa  of  pei- 
Kina  to  whom  pateata  have  beeo  iaaaeu  for 
V. 
Tanderenter,  Major,  chief  clerk  of    War  De- 
partmeDt,  extract  of  a  letter  trom,  to  Oea- 

eral  Jaekaon 1391 

VuNe«a,Willi«iaP.,repoitiDthecaaeof  Judge  ISIS 

Vaaaa,  Ambrose,  a  letter  for  relief  of,  twice  read    IMS 

'  Vienne,  the  Marqaii  de,  n  colonel  in  (he  ReTO- 

lutioaar;  arm;,  Mr.  Middleton  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

a  bill  making  proTJgioD  for  th«  claim  of,  read 


eading  - 


ordered  to  a  third 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  •        -        -    M7 

Tine  and  Olive,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Smith, 

the  Secretary  of  the  Trvaanij  was  direct. 

ed  to  report  a  atatement  of  the  progreei 

made  under  the  act  for  eneouraging  the 

cultivation  of  the  •        -        •        .        . 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  roplj' 

TTMland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of  the  heira  of      -        -        •        •  HIT 

tvrice  read,  and  rsfeired     ....  1837 

reported  nichont  ameDdment     ...  |4I0 

W. 

Waif*  State  Papan,  a  biU  (con  the  Bemta  an- 

tboriring  anbaeription  for,  read  twice      •  ID74 
Wthefleld,  Harvej,  a  bill  for  Uie  relief  ot,  read 


-  860 

-  1236 


Walker,  Felix,  of  Nafth  Carolina,  Mtandad 
•     ■    ntho~      ■     ■ 


on  the  Ark  I 
Walker,  David,  of  Kentuckj,  att«n4«d 

■pMch  of,  on  the  Seminole  ropoita     -        -  1006 

on  the  Bank  reaolution 1404 

Walker,  Samnel,  a  biU  for  the  relief  o^  read 

twice,  and  commiUed     ....     319 
Walk«r,  Tandj,  a  biU  ■Bthoriunf  the  nana  of, 
to  be  placed  on  the 


44S 


i^orted  ivithoM  anendmant     .       -       -  |4I0 
Warren,  Jamea,  adveiae  report  on  the  petition  of  1410 
Weehinglon,  the  bill  of  laat  leeaion  to  amend 
th*  act  to  anthoriia  the  eale  of  certain  re- 
aerved  Iota  in  the  oitj  of,  waa  coiutdered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -        -    316 

reported  without  amendment     ...    444 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  anpplementaiy  to  the 
act  fhrther  to  amend  the  chartei  of  the 
cilj  of,  read  twice  and  referred       •        •  1180 

reported  withoot  ameodmenl,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 1146 

read  the  third  tine,  and  paaaad  .  -  1149 

WaahinKton  Tninpifce  fTompany,  of  Maryland, 
a  bill  aapplemental  to  the  act  to  authoriM 
the,  to  Gonetract  their  road  ihrongh  the 
Dietrict  of  ColuinUa,  read  twice     .        .    M6 

Mad  the  tlkird  that,  and  paaaed  651 


Wajne,  Thomaa,  a  puraer  in  tho  United  Statea 

NavT,  eitract  of  a  letter  from        •        -  X 
Way*  aud  Mean*,  appointment  of  the  itanding 


S91 

Weighta  and  Meaanrea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smyth, 
the  Uommiltre  of  Commerce  and  Manu' 
focture*  were  inatracied  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  a  atandaid  of    -    44C 
■aid  committee  diecharged        .        .        ■     643 
■ubject  referred  to  the  committee  on  ccine  -     Ii46 
detailed  report  from  leid  commilee  on        -     766 
Welle,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read  twice,  &c.    433 
Welle,  BoDJsmin,  the  petition  of  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treaaury      -        -        -    4M 
a  bill  nipplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 

read  tvrice 831 

ordered  lo  a  thirj  reading  ....  1338 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1303 
Wendover,  Peter  H.  of  New  York,  attended    -    389 
Weat  India  Trade,  acta  of  the  Britiah  Patlia- 

ment  relating  to  the       •         .        .        .  1S97 
Weal  Punt,  a  Meeeage  from  the  Preeident,  with 
inndry  papera   relating  to  the   military 

academy  at 3438 

Weaterlo,  Renuela^,  of  New  YoA,  attended  -    389 
Weetem  Boundary,  projel  of  an  article  by  the 

Becietary  of  Slate,  deaeribing  the    .        .3118 
Wfaeaton,  Joaeph,  a  bill  for  relief  it,  read  tvrice    839 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ...  |I4C 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1160 
White, ,  a  priaoner  at  Boenoa  Ayrea,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Trimble,  a  counnloe  waa  ap- 
pointod  to  requeat  of  the  Preaident  eneh 
information  »a  it  may  ba  in  hb  power  lo 
forniah,  at  next  aenion,  rejecting     ■     •  1403 
Whiteaide,  John,  of  Pennirlvania,  altended       •    380 
Whitmao,  Eaekiel,  of  Maaaachneetla,  attended  •    389 
reaolntion  offered  by,  concerning  Revolu- 
tionary penuona    .        -        .        .        .    834 
speech  ol^  on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign 


apeeeh  ol,  on  the  bill  lo  admit  Miaaanri 
Wi^iWB  end  Children  of  Officera,  Seamen,  and 
Marinea,  on  motion  of  Mir.  Irving,  the 
Naval  Committee  were  iaatrnciad  lo  in- 
.    quire  into  thaeipediencyof  eilendingfor 
a  further  term  the  penaiona  to    .      - 
Widowe  and  Orphan*  of  Militia,  a  bill  concern- 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  .        -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        .        - 
Widows  of  MiliUa.  Ihe  bill  of  laat  aeeeion  oon- 
eerning,  waa  taken  up,  read   the  third 

time,  and  paaaed 

Wilde,  Janea,  a  bill  from  the  Senala  to  aathor- 
iie  ihe  •eltlemenl  of  the  accounts  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
Wilkin,J.  W.,  ofNewYork,  attendnl      - 
Wilkinson,  James,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pt*- 
sented  the  petition  o^  referred 
said  committee  discharged,  and  referred  lo 
the  Jadiciaiy  Committee        ■        .        ■ 
the  latter  al«a  diecharged  -        -         -        - 
Williamt,  base,  of  New  York,  attended    . 
WilLiama,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  altended  - 
remarks  of,  on  hia  motion  to  refor  the  peti- 
tion of  Halthew  Lyon    .        .        .        . 


1374 


lux 


BoUK  Proeeeda^*  and  Dtbatea. 


Villitin*,  Lewii — coDlinuad.  Ptge. 

ramarki  o(  intrDdactory  of  hi*  rnDtjon  ra- 

ipectiDg  ■  reductioa  of  the  Army  •  -  300 
remnrki  of,  on  the  report  in  cue  of  Kellogg  417 
remerke  of,  on  taking  up  the  militir;  appro- 

priationa        -        -        -        -        ■     448. 449 
■peach  of,  on  the  bill  making  the  aame    400,  480 
Williama,  Jamea.     (Bee.  Goodtitg,  John.) 
William),  Tbomaa  8.,  of  ComiecUuit,  atUnded     380 
■peach  oi;  OQ  the  SemiDole  reporta     -        -  1077 
Williuoi,  George,  •  director  in  the  Bank  of  Uie 
United  Statea,  the  Speaker  prsaeiU«dthe 
memoiial  of  --.---  1167 
WiUon,  John,  of  Mawiachnaetta,  attended  -    SSI 

WilMn,  William,  of  PannajlTania,  atUuled     -    188 
WilaoQ,  Thomaa,  a  bilJ  in  addition  to  A*  tct  for 

relief  of,  twiea  road        -        -        -        .  iaS3 

Mad  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  •        -        -  1338 

Windmill  Fnnt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  NewtoD,  the 

Comniitlee  of  Commerce  and  Mana&e- 

tniea  wete  initructed  to  inquire  into  the 

eipadiancj  of  erecting  a  lighthooa*  oa    - 

WinM,  &c^  a  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  cvttain, 

read  twice 386 

laid  OD  the  table  .....  1403 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  141 1 
lead  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  .  .  1417 
lotion  of  Hr.  Spencer,  a  weaaage 
was  cent  to  the  Senate  lo  r«qaeat  of  that 
body  to  permit  two  of  ita  membera  t«  at- 
leod  a  oommittae  of  tbe  Hoaae,  aa 


per. 


Worth  ington.  Gad, 
Wright  Obed, 


I  bill  Ibi  the  relief  tt,  t 


871 


33S 


motion  of  Mr.  Btorri, 
appointed  to  request  of  the 
Preaidant  eopiea  of  any  conrMpondcnee 
which  mayhiTe  paaaed  between  theOoT- 
erDor  of  Ueorgia  and  General  Jackaon 
relatiie  to  the  arreat  of  -  -  -  -885 
a  maaMge  tratumitting  the  cMreapondeiiee 

Mkedfor 89S 

ei^iea  of  the  docnueata  on  At  aabjeel  of  .  SS83 
Wririit,  Major  Olmlon,  letter  from,  to  Qeneral 

Omm >I6T 

Y. 
Teai  and  Nayi,  on  the  final  pMeage  of  the  reao- 

lutioB  to  admit  IlUnoia  ....    311 
OD  emending  the  reaolntion  concerning  the 

flank 83fi 

on  die  third  reading  of  the  half^pay  Pen- 

•ion  bill 384 

on  reoommilttng  the  UN  eoneerniag  widowa 


Teal  and  Naya— continued.  Page. 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  toerteniUbr 

a  farther  term  certain  penaiona       .       .    307 
on  indefinite  poatponemeat  of  the  aame  408 

on  recommitting  the  aame  with  initnjctioni    409 
on  the  final  pauage  of  the  aame  .        .    410 

on  Hie  third  reading  of  the  bill  fur  the  bene- 
fit of  Dufbur  and  aaaociatea     .        -        .    4S7 
on  the  qneaUon  of  it*  paaaage    ...    4S9 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

£.  Sieiena  and  other*    .        •       .       .    433 
on  the  appropriation  far  military  roada        -    614 
on  the  final  paaaage  of  tbe  MiUlatj  Appra- 
priation  bill   ......     MO 

on  concurring  with   the  Committse  of  the 
Wholeinlhe  reaolntion  concerning  the 
execution  of  Arbnthnot  -        -        -        -  1138 

on  Eoncnrring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  in  the  caie  of  Ambriatei       -        •  IIM 
on  indefinite  poatponament  of  the  qnaatioa  1137 
on  Mr.  Cobb'a  reaolntion   -        -        -         -   1188 

on  amending  the  item  of  appropriation  for 
the  Cumberland  road     ....  1150 

on  indefinite  poatponemeat  of  the  bill  to  in- 

oreaae  certain  aalarie*  •  -  -  -  IISI 
on  the  final  paaiage  ol  the  aame  •  •  ilM 
on  laying  on  the  table  Hr.  Williama'a  reao> 

lution  to  reduce  the  Army  .  -  -  IIVS 
on  Hr.  TuUmadge'a  motion  to  anend  the 

HiaMuri  bill 1X14 

on  the  third  reading  of  aaid  bill  .  -  ISIO 

on  amending  the  Arkanaaa  bill    1S3T,  1S38,  1S9» 
on  recommilting  the  aame  .        .        -  i%n 

m  aneitditig  the  Mlaaoari  bill    .        .  1*73,  tHO 
on  eoneOrrtng inthe rejaetlaa oTthe reaohi- 

tisn  to  i^peal  the  Bank  ebster  -  1411 

on  concarring  in  the  rejection  of  Mr.Trim- 

ble'e  metien  fer  •  miirt  facial  •  141S 

on  Mr.  JoAnaan'a  motion  to  add  a  new-eee- 

tion  to  the  Bank  biH  -  -  -  -  1414 
en  the  tbird«aadingaftbeeaidbUl  -  -  I41C 
on  the  SeMte  reaelailoa  t»  amend  the  Ooif 

atitntion  ' 14M 

on  indeinili  poatponement  of  the  Maaoari 
-        -         -  1433 


•n  coaearrlhg  in  the  Seoi 

lotheaamb 1484 

en  adhering  to  the  rejection  of  theBaanie'e 

amendment  --■'-•  1418 
on  (he  aaoond  feeding  of  tha  Senate  bUI  to 

eatabliah  a  new  land  office  in  Illiaeia  -  1441. 
Tanng,  Major  W.,  copy  of  a  note  to,  from  Oo*- 


)yGoogIe 


inai' 
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PubUe  JttU  tmd 'StiahitiM 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AHB  ABSOLUTIONS. 


A.  Pi«e. 

Additionil  Afinl  for  pajriag  Faniuu,  *a  «ct  to 
tnttiDriie  the  oscratuj  of  Wu  to  appmnt 
ID,  in  thg  SUti  of  Tannansa         •        -  3E31 

AUbtma  Tenitorji  ui  >el  to  mabla  tlie  people 
«f,  to  form  ■  conititDtioQ  end  Su(e  go*- 
erament        -...-.  34BB 

AllegUwi;  MouBtaiiu,  e  bill  to  siUbluh  e  jadi- 

dal  dutrict  in  Tirsinia,  wet  I  of  Uie        •  347C 

AAuuu,  eii  ect  to  eetabliWk  Dm  Terntoir  of    -  MOS 

tAnuttong,  Gsnenl,  en  act  directing  pejoieiit  of 
cettein  billi  drawn  bj,  in  fe*or  of  Wit- 
liam  Uoigui MSB 


Buk  of  ilie  United  Stetee,  t 
provieioae  of  the  act 
-enbecritieTi  to  Uia  • 


wthe 


D.  of  the  docnmeoU  i 


ccempenyiBg  tlie 
leport  of  the  committoe  to  examine  into 
(be  .pTocavdingi  of  the,  fiea  of  poetise    -  SUM) 
Botutdariaa  of  Diatrida,  Ac,  an  act  to  deaisnato 

tlw,in  the  Staleaof  Ohio  and  Indiana    •  S632 


SImkt,  an  act  to  incnaaa  (be  Dumher  o(  in  the 

BnnrtnieDtofWat       ....  UTt 
mee  Pnvidmt  AuatMum  of.) 

concerBiag  the UOI 

Coina  of  Gieat  Britain,  Fiance,  Portngal,  and 
Spain,  an  act  to  continoe  in  fotee  an  act 
legnlatiiig  tha  cnmBCir  within  dia  ITtiited 
State*  of  the  gold,  dec.  •  -  S53B 
CieA  Nation,  an  aotanthoriiingilkaaalfrDrcer- 
-tain  lande  TCMrred  to  certain  ehirih,^ra(- 
rion,  &«.,  of  Ute 3486 

D. 

Deaf  and  Dnmb,  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Conneeticol  Aaylam  for  tho  -        -        •  XSIS 

Docnnianla,  a  joint  raaolutioii  anthoiinng  the 

tranuniMioDof  certain,  free  of  poetage    -  SM9 
E. 

Eaetem  Branch  Bridge  Campanf,  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  .        -        .        .        .  ti9) 

EnoTi  in  malting  entriee  of  bnd  at  the  Land 
OfEcea,  an  act  ptoTiding  for  the  eotrec- 
tiwi  of 9639 


Falaa  Entriaa  fin  the  benefit  of  DraKbaek,  an  act 

to  proTide  additional  penaltiea  fi>i  •        -  3490 

Fatigne  Duty,  an  act  to  rcgolate  the  paj  of  the 

Afmywhen  emplojred  in       -       .       -  3490 

Fire  Engine*,  Ac.,  an  act  anthoriiing  the  pnr- 

chaae  of  -      -  -        -        •        -  8SU 

Florida,  Eaat  and  Weat,  an  act  to  anihotiu  the 
Fre«dent  to  takie  poeeeeeion  ot  and  to 
eitabliah  a  lemporarj  goT«mmant  therein  3S34 

Forleitiue  of  Land*,  an  act  to  euipend  tat  a  lim- 
ited  time  the  eale  or,  for  bilnre  to  eompleto 


eorennent,  an  act  making  lypropriationa  ioj 

the  lopport  of,  for  the  year  .1818    -        -  3 


ct  extending  the  teim  o( 


I. 

Illinc4i,  an  act  to  pnrride  for  the  doe  . 

of  the  lam  of  tiie  United  Stataa-wJOin 

Uie  State  of 

an  act  granting  a  donation  of  land  to  tiie 
Btato  of,  for  the  leal  of  goTerameBl  of  ea^ 

State 

a  joint  reaolntion  declaring  the  admiiaianof 
the  Slato  of,  into  th«  Union  -        -        . 

Imported  Bait,  an  act  in  addition  to  and  ellora- 
tion  of  an  act  laying  a  duty  on,  granting 
a  bounty  on  pickled  fiih,  dec.  -        •        - 

htdiana,  an  act  reapeeting  the  location  of  oertttin 
aectiom  of  knd  to  b«  granted  for  the  aeat 
of  goTernment  in  the  Slato  of        -        - 

Lidian  Tribe*,  an  act  making  proiirion  for  die 
ctTiKsation  of  certain     -        ■        .        - 

InTaU  Penalooen,  an  act  legntatisg  ('■TA**'** 

InrnUd  Penrioni,  an  act  concerning  -        -        - 


use 

SMB 


SG38 
SS37 


JerTay,  Thome*  <  Hall,  an  act  fiir  da  nlief  of 


L«Diiaid,«n  act  ii»  the  relief  of 


Library  of  Oongreaa,  an  act  to  proTide  fbr  the 
removal  of  the,  to  Uie  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol 

Ligbthonaea,  Beaian*,  and  Baoy*,  an  act  U  an- 
thoriiethe  building,erecting,  and  placing, 
&c 

Louinana,  an  act  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the 
final  adinrtmantof  land  title*  in  the  State 
o^  and  Territory  of  Hieeonri  -        .        . 

H. 

Medical  Society  of  the  Dktrict  of  Cdnmlua,  an 

act  to  incorporate  the     •        -        -  ,      •  % 

Michigan  Territory,  an  act  anthorking  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Delegato  to  Congreee  from       -  S 

Military  Land  Warrant*,  an  act  allowing  fiirtheT 
time  to  complete  the  i**aing  and  locating 


3473 
3B46 
S6S7 


Military  Serrice,  an  act  making  partial  appropri- 

ationj  ibr  the,  &e.  .... 

an  act  making  appropriation*  fbr  the  year 

IBISIbrthe 

Militwy  Site*,  an  act  anthorisng  the  eale  of 


S4>1 
3473 
3476 
SfiSl 


Ixoiii 


Ixxxh 


PvbUe  AtU  aad  OaobUiaiu. 


.     kdjoatiikc  daiiiii  to  land, 

He,  in  the  di^eti  eut  oT  the  Uatid  of  USS 

Nmih  Cwidina,  a  joint  reaotutiiHt  directing  a, 

■nrraj  of  certun  put*  of  the  MMt  of     -  SUB 


Puwnier  Shtpi  and  Veneli,  an  act  repitetiDr  MM 
Patenta,  an  act  to  extend  the  jnriadictian  of  the 

ciicnit  conria  of  the  Dtiiled  Statea,  to  GMea 

ahaing  under  the  law  relating  to    >        -  M7B 
Pann^lvania,  an  act  concaming  the  Wcatem 

Dialnct  «onrt  of a47« 

Finej,  an  act  to  protect  eomnurea  and  to  i 

iah  the  erime  of SKU 

Poin;,  H.,  an   act  making   pioiiaioa  for  the 

claim  of 3490 

Poat  Offico  Batablidunent,  an  act  to  np«al  pait 

of  an  act,  ia  addition  to  an  act  tegvlating 

Oe S648 

Foat  Boada,  an  act  lo  altar  and  eatabUah  certain  2S1S 
Pnbla,  CoDUnodore  Edward,  an  act  to  aathome 

tha  diatribotiai)  irf  a  nun  of  mona;  anions 
'    the  repraaanlatiTea  ol,  and  ofBcera  and 

cnwoftbeByran  •        •  .3476 

PitBting  of  CoDgr«ei^  joiol  naolntioaa  directing 

lh«  mtuuer  ill  which  the,  ahall  be  ex«- 

cnted,  dCc afiSO 

Preiidant  Aaaodatieu  of  Clerka,  Ac,  an  act  to 

incorpcnle  the      -        -        ••        -  S48S 
Pablic  Aocoonta,  an  act  aopplemeatarj  to  the 

act  to  provide  G>r  (he  uobM  aattleBMnt 

of «4»1 

PnUte  BnildiBii,  an  act  making  ^ptopriationa 

tor  the,  Ac MM 


King,  Hannah,  and  olhera,  an  Mt  fer  the  relief 


Bodcrille  and  WMhingtou  Turnpike  Conpaigr, 
an  act  to  anthoriie  Um,  to  aitend  their 
road  thioDgh  the  INatiict  of  ColtunlMa    •  S4n 
8. 

Satariea  (tf  certain  Officera  of  tha  Goremmen^ 

an  act  to  incTeaae  the     •        -        -        -  S4H 

Bejberf  ■  Sutiaticat  Annala,  and  Pitkin'a  Com- 
nerdal  Statiatica,  a  joint  rcMlotien  fci 
the  diitribotian  of  the  former,  and  direct- 
ing the  latter  to  Im  dmoailed  in  the  U- 
^  brary SH9 

^Qte  Trade,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act*  pro- 

vJ     hibiliog  the IHi 

Bteamboata,  an  act  anthoriiing  the  Foatmaater  "^^ 
General  lo  contract  for  caxiring  the  mail, 
beti*eeaNewOrleaiiaand£oiiianlI«,in  -  UOS 

Stuart,  Phmbe,aBactfartheTeIief  of  -  UU 

T. 

Tonnage  and  Diaeriminating  Dnliea,  an  act  in 

addition  to  the  act  concerning        •        -  MSI 

Ttading-HoDiea  with  the  Indian  Tiibea,  an  ad 
to  continae  in  fiiree  for  a  fdrtheT  tima 
the  act  eitabHahing        ....  U34 

Treaaurj  Notea  loat  or  deatn^ed,  an  act  to  an- 
thoriie pajment  in  certain  eaaea  on  m- 
eonnt  of H7G 

Tnmer,  Tbomaa,  an  act  concerning  the  heiia  and 

legateca  of MBO 


Timia,  M.  d«  u  ut  ■ 


Waahiogtan,  an  act  aopplemenlal  to  the  act  to 

amend  the  charter  of  the  Citj  of  -        -  UM 

Wadiington  Tonpike  Campanj,  af  Mainland, 
an  act  aapplenMUtal  t«  the  act  to  ftnthOT> 
iw  the,  to  extend  their  road,  &c.   •       •  MIS 

Winea,  an  act  la  r^obte  the  duiiaa  on  eertam  WIS 
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